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TO

THE KING.

SIR,

Waex T solicited the honour of being permitted to place under Your
Majesty's protection the following Work, 1 was not impressed with the idea,
that the excellence of the composition, but that the importance of the subject,
might in some degree entitle it to that distinction. The History of an Event
which reflects so much lustre on Your Majesty’s Arms, could not, I apprehended,
however feeble the execution, so properly appear under any other auspices.

That Your Majesty may never be less faithfully served, nor less success-
ful against the enemies of Your Crown and People, is the sincere and fervent
wish of v

Your MasesTY's
Much obliged and most devoted
Subject and Servant,

JOIIN DRINKWATER.
13th September, 1785.



PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION.

Tae following History (as I have presumed to call it) is compiled from
observations daily noted down upon the spot, for my own satisfaction and
improvement, assisted by the information and remarks of several respec-
table characters, who also were eye-witnesses of the transactions therein
recorded.

Disappointed in my expectations of seeing this subject undertaken by an
abler pen, nothing less than a conviction that an aceurate detail of this extra-
ordinary Siege might be useful, both in a military and historical view, could
have induced me, at this late period, to publish.

In the prosecution of this design, one principal difficulty has occurred.
The work is addressed to two classes of Readers: those whose principal object
in the perusal of it was entertainment, T apprehended, might find the relation
too minute and circumstantial ; and that, from the insertion of many particulars,
which those of the Military Profession would greatly blame an author for
presuming to curtail or omit.

With the former, it is hoped that the necessary connection of some events
(which at first may appear trivial) with the great business of the History, will
be some apology; and I have endeavoured to diversify the narrative, by such
Anecdotes and Observations as will occasionally relieve or awaken the attention.
To the latter 1 shall not attempt any apology. The late Siege of Gibraltar
afforded many instances of very singular exertions in the Art of Attack and
Defence, the minutize of which cannot be without their utility to those Officers
who make a science of their profession ; and they must be sensible, that without
pointed exactness, this design could not have been accomplished. In short,
it must be remembered, that the History of this Siege is not that of a Month, or
of a Year, but that it embraces a period of near Four YEARs, exhibiting a series
of operations perhaps unparalleled.

To Major Vallotton, the Governor's first aide-de-camp, and Lieutenant
Holloway, Aide-de-Camp to the Chief Engineer, I have particular pleasure in
this opportunity of returning thanks for the favour of many kind communiea-
tions ; also to other Officers of Rank, whose names I have not their permission
to insert. I must also acknowledge having derived considerable assistance,
in the two introductory chapters, from the History of the Herculean Straits.
Great additions have however been introduced; and I flatter myself upon the
whole, that those Chapters will not prove an unacceptable part of the Work,
since they will render it as complete a GENERAL HisTory oF GIBRALTAR as
most readers will require.



A HISTORY

OoF

THE SIEGE OF GIBRALTAR.

‘CHAPTER L

General History of Gibraltar, since it was first noticed—Fortified under the Saracen Empire—
Reduction of the Fortress by Ferdinand of Castile—Retaken by the Moors—Finally
recovered by the Christians—Taken by the English—Besieged by the Spaniards in 1705 5
afterwards in 1727—Succession of Governors to the present time.

GTBRALTAR is situated in Andalusia,
the most southern province of Spain.
The Rock is seven miles in circum-
ference, forming a promontory three
miles long; and is joined to the con-
tinent by an isthmus of low sand: the
southern extremity lies in 36° 2/ 30"
N. lat, and in 5° 15 W. long. from
the meridian of London.

Historians, from very early periods,
have noticed Gibraltar, or Mons Calpe,
by a well-known mythological fiction,
denominating it, and Mons Abyla, on
the opposite coast of Africa, the Pil-
lars of Hercules. Tt does not, however,
appear that the hill was ever inhabited
by the Phenicians, Carthaginians, or
Romans, who, in the first ages of navi-
gation, visited the bay, and built cities
in its neighbourhood; or that it ever
en, the attention of those intrepid
and successful barbarians who so vio-
lently subverted the Roman empire,
and established a new government in
Spain. The period when it began
to be remarked for the natural strength
of its situation, seems well ascertained
to be in the beginning of the eighth
century, when the Saracens (then be-
come a powerful nation in the east, and
along the coast of Africa) invaded
Spain, and soon after made themselves
masters of the whole country.

The Gothic kingdom, which had
existed in Spain for 300 years, was,

previous to the invasion of the Sara-
cens, distracted with intestine divi-
sions: the nation in general were
become effeminate, totally neglecting
the military discipline of their ances-
tors; and their monarch Roderic, a
profligate prince, not a little accele-
rated their ruin by ravishing the
daughter of Count Julian, a nobleman
of great wealth and influence, and
governor of Ceuta, in Africa. Count
Julian, to avenge the dishonour done
to his family, combined with other
discontented chiefs, who had long com-
plained, and were ripe for a revolt.
The tyrant was, however, too powerful
for whatever opposition they alone
could raise; the count, therefore, se-
cretly retired with his family into
Africa, and acquainting Mousa (the
Saracen governor of the western pro-
vinees) with the divided state of the
empire, promised, if he would attempt
to dethrone Roderie, to assist him with
his own interest, and that of his friends.

Mousa, cantious and prudent, com-
municated the project to his sovereign
the Caliph Al Walid Ebn Abdalmalie,
who agreed to try the practicability
of it; and, to inspect more accurately
the state of affairs, sent over a small
detachment. 100 horse, and 400 foot,
were accordingly embarked in the
vear 711, under the command of Tarif
Ebn Zarca, attended by Count Julian,

B
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and other Gothic noblemen: this small
force soon passed the Herculean Straits,
and landed on the coast near the pre-
sent town of Algeziras, where, finding
no opposition, and the country almost
defenceless, the Saracen general ra-
vaged the neighbouring towns, and
returned laden with spoils, to report
the success of his first expedition.

Mousa, elated with the flatterin
prospect, the following year assembl
an army of 12,000 men, and Tarif was
appointed to the chief command. Hav-
ing supplied himself with provisions
and stores, Tarif once more embarked
on the rapid Strait, and landed on the
isthmus between Mons Calpe and the
continent. The object of this invasion
being of a more serious nature than
that of the former, he determined to
secure 2 communication with Africa,
by establishing a post on. the coast;
and, duly estimating the strong na-
tural situation of Mons Calpe, gave
orders to erect a castle on the face
of the hill, which might answer the
original purpose, and also cover his
retreat, in case he should be unfortn-
nate in his future operations. The
superior part of this once magnificent
pile at present remains; and, from an
inscription discovered over the prins
cipal gate, before it was pulled down,
the period of its being finished is ascer-
tained to be about the year of our
Lord 725.

Tarif, leaving a garrison at the foot
of Mons Calpe (which was now called
by the Saracens, in compliment to their
general, Gibel-Tarif, or the moun-
tain of Tarif, and thence Gibraltar),
marched into the country, and sur-
prised many towns, amongst which
was Heraclea, or Carteia, situated on
the coast of the bay, about four miles
distant from Gibel-Tarif.

King Roderie, receiving intelligence
of Tarif’s approach, assembled a nu-
merous body of troops to oppose his
progress. Both armies met, after se-
veral skirmishes, near Xeres, in Anda-
lusia, and a bloody conflict ensued.
The victory was for a long time doubt-
ful ; but the Gothic army being raw
and undisciplined, and part disaffected
and joining the Saracens, Tarif at

length prevai.led, and by this victory
was soon in possession of the whole

kir’llgdom.

he Goths, or Spaniards as we will
now call them, were driven by the
rapid conquests of the invaders into
the provinces of Asturias, Biscay,
&ec., where, like the ancient Britons,
they maintained a strenuous and re-
spectable opposition. By de they
reassumed their former discipline and
valour, while their conquerors declined
into luxury and effeminacy : they made
several excursions’ from the moun-
tains, recovering, after many obstinate
actions, great part of the northern pro-
vinces. This success encouraged them
to attempt the total rejection of the
Arabic yoke. Measures were con-
certed among the chiefs, to act with
union and with vigour. The infidels
were attacked and routed in suceessive
engagements; and the kingdoms of
Asturias, Galicia, Leon, Navarre, and
Castile, erected under different mo-
narchs.

Gibraltar, during these transactions,
increased in importance, though not in
an equal degree with the neigibouring
city of Algeziras, which had been built,
posterior to Gibraltar, on the opposite
shore of the bay, and was then become

" fortress of great magnificence and

strength. This celebrated city seems
totally to have obscured Gibraltar in
the histories of those times, since very
trifling mention is made of the latter
till the beginning of the fourteenth
century, when we learn that Ferdinand,
king of Castile, in the course of his
conquests, first took it (with a small
detachment) from the infidels.
Gibraltar could not at this period be
very strong, as it fell so easy a prey to
the Christians, whose army hmfbeen,
and at that time was employed in the
siege of Algeziras. It does not, how-
ever, appear that Ferdinand was equally
successful in his operations against that
city ; for we find, in the year 1316, the
Moors of Grenada applying to the
emperor of Fez for succour: and, to
facilitate their reception, Algezitas and
other cities on the coast were put into
the hands of the Africans. We may
therefore conclude that Ferdinand was
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obliged to withdraw from before Alge-
ziras, and that he afterwards directed
his force against the infidels in a more
vulnerable part, which induced them to
apply for the assistance just mentioned.
LGibraltar continued in the ion
of the Spaniards till 1333, when Abo-
melique, son of the Emperor of Fez,
was dispatched with further assistance
to the Moorish king of Granada, and
landing at Algeziras, immediately laid
siege to Gibraltar, whilst the Grana-
dians were making diversions else-
where. Alonzo XI. was thenr on the
throne of Castile ; and intelligence was
immediately sent to inform him of the
descent of the Africans. He was, how-
ever, prevented from marching to the
relief of Gibraltar by a rebellion in his
kingdom, and by the approach of Ma-
homet, king of Granada, towards his
frontiers.. Abomelique commenced his
attack on the castle with great judg-
ment and bravery, and the Spanish
vernor Vasco Perez de Meyra de-
ended it with equal obstinacy; but
Perez having embezzled the money
which was advanced to victual the
garrison, the troops and inhabitants
suffered great distress; and no prospect
of relief offering, he was compelled,
after five months’ siege, to surrender.
Alonzo having quelled the rebellion,
and obliged Mahomet to retire, was
then marching to the assistance of
Perez, and was advanced within a short
distance of Gibraltar, when he was in-
formed of the capitulation. He was
resolved nevertheless to attempt its
recovery before the Moors could vic-
tual and repair it: he accordingly pro-
ceeded on his route, and encamped
before the town five days after it had
surrendered. Alonzo parted his army
into three divisions; the main body
oceupied the isthmus, the second he
sent by boats to the red sands, and the
third climbed up the north of the hill
above the town. Several serious at-
tacks had been made on the castle,
when Mahomet, king of Granada, join-
ing Abomelique’s forces, their com-
bined army encamped in the rear of
the Spaniards, extending across the
isthmus from the bay to the Mediter-
ranean. This position hemmed in the

besiegers, debarred them from foraging
and cut off their communication wi
the country. Alonzo, though thus cri-
tically situated, still maintained the
siege; but at length, driven to great
difficulties for wantof provisions, and
hearing that some of his disaffected
subjects, taking advantage of his ab-
sence, were agamn in arms, he hear-
kened to an accommodation, and was
permitted to retire with his army.

To be thus disgracefully compelled
to raise the siege did not agree with
the ambitious and impatient temper of
Alonzo: he secretly meditated a new
attack whenever an opportunity should
occur; and this intention was not a
little strengthened by his success in the
year 1343-4, when Algeziras was taken,
after a most memorable siege. In 1349
the tumults and ecivil wars in Africa
afforded him the opportunity he waited
for: great preparations were therefore .
made for this expedition, which was not
esteemed of inferior consequence to the
preceding siege of Algeziras, as the
Moors, since the loss of that city, had
paid great attention to the completion of
the works, and to the rendering of the
place considerably stronger by addi-
tional fortifications; the garrison was
also numerous and well provided, and
of their choicest troops.

Alonzo encamped before Gibraltar in
the beginning of 1349, and immediately
laid waste the delightful groves, gar-
dens, and houses of pleasure, which were
erected in its neighbourhood. The siege
was commenced with great bravery,
and though the camp of the Castilians
was much harassed by the flying squa-
drons of Granadian horse, yet the castle
in the course of several months was
almost reduced to a capitulation. At
this critical period a pestilential dis-
order swept away numbers of the be-
siegers, and among the rest Alonzo,
who died, much lamented, on the 26th
of March, 1350; and the Spaniards
immediately afterwards raised the
siege,

The descendants of Abomelique con-
tinued in quiet possession of Gibraltar
till 1410, when Jusaf III., king of Gra-
nada, availing himself of the intestine
divisions which prevailed among the

B2
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African Moors, took possession of the
place. The inhabitants, however, not
relishing the government of their new
masters, unanimously revolted the fol-
lowing year against the Granadian al-
caide, drove him with his garrison out
of the town, and wrote to the emperor
of Moroceo, to be taken again under
his protection. The emperor dis-
ﬂatched his brother Sayd, with 1000

orse and 2000 foot, to their assistance.
The king of Granada, being informed
that Sayd had garrisoned the castle,
marched with an army, and sending his
fleet round to the bay, appeared before
the place in 1411. Sayd advanced to
meet him, but, being worsted in se-
wveral skirmishes, was obliged to retreat
* within the castle, and being closely be-
sieged, and reduced to great distress
for want of provisions, was at last com-
pelled to submit.

In 1485, Henry de Guzman, Count
de Niebla, formed a design of attacking
Gibraltar by land and sea; but, impru-
dently skirmishing with the garrison,
from his galleys, before his son John de
Guzmaun arrived with the land forces,
he was defeated, and forced to a_preci-

itate retreat: in which confusion he
imself lost his life, and many of his
followers were killed and drowned.

In 1462, a civil war breaking out in
Granada, great part of the garrison of
Gibraltar was withdrawn, to assist one
of the competitors for the crown: the
governor of Tarifa had intelligence of
this by a Moor, who had left the town,
and embraced the Christian faith. An
army was accordingly assembled from
the neighbouring garrisons, and Gi-
braltar was besieged. The inhabitants
defended it with great resolution; but
fresh troops joining the besiegers, the
garrison surrendered to John de Guz-
man, Duke de Medina Sidonia (son of
the unfortunate Count de Niebla), who,
hearing that the place was reduced to
great distress, hastened to the camp, and
arrived just in time to be present when
the Moors capitulated. From this pe-
riod it has remained in the hands of the
Christians, after having been in the
possession of the Mahometans 748 years.
The news of this conquest was so ac-
ceptable to Henry 1V., of Castile and

Leon, that he added it to his royal titles,
and gave it for arms, Gules, a castle,
, with a key pendent to the gate,
or (alluding to its being the key to the
Mediterranean) ; which arms have ever
since been continued. Pedro de Porras
was appointed governor; but the suc-
ceeding year King Henry made a jour-
ney to Gibraltar, and superseded him,
iving the command to Don Bertrand
e la Cueva, Count Lederma, who
placed the trust in the hands of Ste-
phano Villacreces: the Duke de Me-
dina Sidonia, however, afterwards re-
covered and enjoyed it, till the reign
of Ferdinand and Isabella in 1502,
when it was annexed to the crown.

In the year 1540, Piali Hamet, one
of Barbarossa’s captains, surprised and
pillaged Gibraltar, making prisoners
many of the principal inhabitants; but
being met on his return by some galleys
from Sicily, the corsairs were all killed
or taken, and the prisoners redeemed.

In 1589, during the reign of Charles
V., the fortifications of the town were '
modernised and several additions made
by Daniel Speckel, the emperor's
engineer ; after which the place -was
thought to be impregnable. From this
time there appears a chasm in the his-
tory of the garrison till the year 1704,
when Gibraltar was wrested (most
probably for ever) from the dominion
of Spain, by the English, under Ad-
miral Sir George Rooke. This officer
had been sent into the Mediterranean,
with a strong fleet, in the spring of
1704, to assist Charles, archduke of Aus-
tria, in obtaining the crown of Spain;
but, his instructions being limited, no-
thing of importance was done. Sensi-
ble of the reflections that would fall on
him, for being inactive with so pow-
erful a fleet, he held a council of war,
on the 17th of July, 1704, near Tetuan,
at which several schemes were pro-
posed, partieularly a second attack upon
Cadiz, which however was thought im-
practicable for want of a sufficient body
of land forces. At length it was re-
solved to make a sudden and vigorous
attempt on Gibraltar.

The 21st of the same month, the fleet .
arrived in the bay; and 1800 men,
English and Duteh, commanded by
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the Prince of Hesse d’Armstadt, were
landed on the isthmus, The prince
then summoned the garrison; but the
governor refusing to surrender, pre-
parations were made for the attack.
By daybreak on the 23rd, the ships
ap({:oim.ed to cannonade the town, under
Admirals Byng and Vanderdussen,
with those that were destined to batter
the new mole, commanded by Captains
Hieks and Jumper, were at their seve-
ral stations. The admiral made the
signal to begin the cannonade, which
was performed with great vivacity and
effect, so that the enemy, in five or six
hours, were driven from their guns,
especially from the new mole head.
The admiral, considering that by gain-
ing that fortification the town might
sooner be reduced, ordered Captain
‘Whitaker, with the armed boats, to
possess himself of it; but Captains
Hicks and Jumper, who lay next the
mole, pushed ashore with their pin-
naces, before the rest came up; where-
upon the Spaniards sprung a mine,
which blew up the fortifications, killed
2 lieutenants and 40 men, and wounded
60. The assailants nevertheless kept
Ppossession of the work, and being joined
by Captain Whitaker, advanced and
took a small redoubt,* half-way be-
tween the mole and the town. The
Marquis de Salines, who was governor,
being again summoned, thought proper
to capitulate: hostages were therefore
exchanged, and the Prince of Hesse,
on the 24th of July, 1704, took posses-
sion of the gates.

Notwithstanding the works were
very strong, mounting 100 pieces of
ordnance, well appointed with ammu-
nition and stores; yet the garrison, at
most, consisted of only 150 men, ex-
clusive of the inhabitants. The mar-
quis marched out with all the honours
of war, and the Spaniards who chose
to remain were allowed the same pri-
vileges they had enjoyed under King
Charles IT. The loss of the English
1n this attack was, 2 lieutenants, 1 mas-
ter, 57 sailors, killed; 1 captain, 7
lieutenants, 1 boatswain, 207 sailors,
wounded.

* The present eight-gun battery.

The Prince of Hesse remained go-
vernor; and as many men as could well
be spared from the fleet were left as a
garrison.  8Sir George Rooke after-
wards sailed for Tetuan, to wood and
water. This being performed, he
steered up the Mediterranean, and on
the 13th of August, off Malaga, engaged
the French fleet, under the command
of Count de T'oulouse. The action was
long and warm ; but many of the Eng-
lish ships, having expended a t
quantity of ammunition in takin
Gibraltar, were soon obliged to quit
the line; which gave the enemy a
decided superiority. The engagement
ended in a drawn battle; and Sir
George returned to Gibraltar, where
he stayed eight days to refit; and
then supplying the prince with what
men and provisions he could spare,
sailed thence on the 4th of September,
N.S.,, on his way home, leaving 18
men-of-war under the command of Sir

John Leake, at Lisbon, to be in readi- .

ness to succour the garrison, if there
should be occasion.

The courts of Madrid and Paris were
greatly concerned at the loss of so im-
portant a fortress as Gibraltar, and,
considering its recovery of the last con-
sequence to the cause, the Marquis de
Villadarias, a grandee of Spain, was
ordered to besiege, and endeavour to
retake it. The Prince of Hesse, ap-
prised of their intentions, and being
further informed that they were to be
assisted by a naval force from Toulon,
sent advice to Sir John Leake, request~
ing assistance and supplies. Sir John
prepared for this duty; but in the mean
time a fleet of French ships arrived,
and landed six battalions, which joined
the Spanish army. After disembark-
ing their reinforcements, the French
squadron proceeded to the westward,
leaving only six frigates in the bay.

On the 11thdo]fl‘Octobtart,l 1704, the
Marquis opened his trenches i
ther‘tlown;Peand soon aﬁerwam
John Leake arrived with 20 sail of
English and Dutch ships: hearing,
however, that the enemy were prepar-
ing to attack him with a saperior force,
he thonght it most eligible immediately

to retire and refit, that he might be in
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a better condition to supply and assist
the garrison, in a second expedition, for
which he had very prudently directed

reparations to be made at Lisbon in
ﬁis absence. On the 25th he again
put to sea; and on the 29th unexpect-
edly entering the bay, surprised three
frigates, a fire-ship, two English prizes,
a tartan, and a store-ship. He then
landed the reinforcements, and supplied
the garrison with six months’ provisions
and ammunition, at the same time de-
taching on shore a body of 500 sailors
to assist in repairing the breaches which
had been made by the enemy’s fire.
The arrival of the admiral was very
opportune and critical ; for that very
night the marquis had resolved to at-
tack the place by sea and land at five
different points; for which purpose he
had assembled 200 boats from Cadiz, &ec.

Though disappointed in their de-
signs, the Spaniards still entertained
hopes of taking the fortress; and sup-
Pwi:f the troops would be less on their
guard while the fleet was in the bay,
they formed the desperate scheme of
surprising the garrison, though the
British admiral was before the town.
The 381st of October, 500 volunteers
took the sacrament, never to return till
they had taken Gibraltar. This for-
lorn party was conducted by a goat-
herd to the south side of the rock, near
the Cave-guard (at that time called the
Pass of Locust-trees). Fortune, in the
beginning, so far favoured the enter-
prise; that they mounted the rock, and
lodged themselves unperceived the first
night in St. Michael’s cave; the suc-
ceeding night they scaled Charles the
Fifth’s wall; surprised and put to
death the guard at the Signal-house
and at Middle-hill, where afterwards,

ro and ladders, they got wu

several hundreds of the party w%::) hag
been ordered to sustain them; but
being discovered, a strong detachment
of grenadiers marched up immediately
from the town, and attacked them with
such spirit, that 160 of them were
killed, or driven over the precipice, and
a colonel and 30 officers; with the re-
mainder, taken prisoners. These brave,
but unfortunate adventurers, were to
have been supported by a body of

French troops, and some feints were to
have been made below to engage the
attention of the garrison ; but the com-
manding officers disagreeing, they were
left to their fortune.

Sir John Leake was not idle whilst
he remained in the bay, but was conti-
nually alarming the enemy on their
coasts, The 22nd of November he had
information, by one of his cruisers,
that a strong squadron was fitting out
at Cadiz, which would be soon ready
for sea; and receiving further intelli-
gence, that a convoy, fitted out from
Lisbon for the relief of Gibraltar, was
on its way, he prepared to join it off
Lagos, in order to protect it past
Cadiz; but was confined within the
Straits by a westerly wind. The
prince, in the mean time, redoubled his
exertions to prevent the enemy’s de-
signs, who flattered themselves, that on
the arrival of their fleet from Cadiz,
Sir John would be obliged to retire,
and the garrison surrender to their
united attacks. Their fire was con-
tinued with additional vivaecity, man
cannon in the place were dismounted,
and the works were materially injured
in different parts.

Affairs were in this situation, when
part of the long-wished-for succours
arrived on the 7th of December; and
two days following, the remainder came
in with near 2000 men, with propor-
tionable ammunition and provisions.
They sailed from Lisbon under convoy
of four frigates, and thought them-
selves safe on discovering, off Cape
Spartel, a fleet of men-of-war, under
English and Dutch colours: expectin
to meet Sir John, with the combin
fleet, at the entrance of the Straits,
they endeavoured to join them, but for-
tunately were becalmed: they then
hoisted out their boats to tow the ships,
when, perceiving the men-of-war ex-
tend themselves in form of a half
moon, in order to surround them,
they began to suspect some deception,
and accordingly made a private signal,
which totally frustrated the enemy’s
measures, who were thereby discovered,
and, striking their false colours, endea~
voured to fall upon the transports; but
these latter, being lighter vessels,
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escaped by their oars, and, night com-
ing on, steered for the bay, with the
loss of only two transports. It was
now thought no longer necessary to
detain the fleet in the bay, or on the
coast; especially when Monsieur Poin-
tis was so near, with a superior force.
Sir John accordingly arrived at Lisbon
the latter end of the year.

The Spanish general being reinforced
with a considerable body of infantry,
made an attack, on the 11th of January,
1705, with 60 grenadiers on the works
at the extremity of the King’s lines;
but, two officers and several others
being killed, the rest retreated. This
repulse did not, however, discourage
him; for, early on the succeeding day,
the attack was renewed by 500 or 600
grenadiers, French and Walons, sup-
ported by 1000 Spaniards, under Lieu-
tenant-General Tuy. Their disposition
was to storm a breach which had been
made-in the round tower, at the ex-
tremity of the King’s lines, and another
in the intrenchment on the hill. The
retrenchment which covered the latter
breach, with part of the intrenchment
joining the precipice of the rock, was
defended at might by a captain, three
subalterns, and 90 men; but it was
customary for the captain to withdraw,
with two subalterns and 60 men, at
daybreak. The round tower was de-
fended by 180 men, commanded by a
lieutenant-colonel. The marquis, by
deserters from the garrison, had ob-
tained intelligence of the strength of
these posts, and concerted his attack
accordingly. The detachment for the
upper breach mounted the rock at dead
of night, and concealed themselves in
the clefts till the captain had with-
drawn. They then advanced to the
point of the intrenchment, and, throw-
ng grenades on the subaltern and his
party, obliged them to retreat. At the
same time 300 men stormed the round
tower, where Lieutenant-Colonel Barr
made a vigorous defence, though the
enemy having passed the breach above,
annoyed him on the flank with great
stones and grenades: observing, how-
ever, the Spaniards marching down to
cut off his retreat from the town, he
Tetired, and by getting over the para-

pet of the King's lines, descended into
the covered way, where the English
guards were posted. By this time the
garrison was alarmed; all the regi-
ments assembled at their proper posts;
and Captain Fisher endeavoured to
stop the progress of the ‘enemy with 17
men, but was repulsed and himself
taken prisoner. Lieutenant - Colonel
Moneal, at last, with 400 or 500 men,
charged them with such bravery, that
they were repulsed, and the tower was
retaken after it had been in their pos-
session upwards of an hour. Soon after
this attack, six companies of Dutch
troops, and 200 English soldiers, were
received by the garrison, with provi-
sions and stores.

The Spaniards and French were still
obstinately bent on the recovery of
Gibraltar. The Marquis de Villada-
rias was superseded by the Marshal
Tessé, a French general; and Monsieur
Pointis was directed to co-operate with
the marshal in blocking up the port
with a powerful fleet. The marshal
joined the army with four fresh bat-
talions, besides eight companies which
had been sent before. The ordnance,
which from constant use had been
greatly injured, were totally exchanged ;
and the works, as they then stood, were
put in the best repair.

The English ministry had been in-
formed of the enemy’s new arrange-
ments ; and, sensible of the importance
of Gibraltar, ordered a reinforcement,
under Sir Thomas Dilkes and Sir John
Hardy, to join Admiral Sir John Leake
at Lisbon. The junction being effected,
and his own fleet refitted, Sir John, on
the 6th of March, sailed with 28 Eng-
lish, 4 Dutch, and 8 Portuguese men-
of-war, having on board two battalions.
Happily for the besieged, the incessant
rains about this period had retarded
the marshal’s operations, and greatly
distressed Monsieur Pointis, several of
whose ships were forced from their
anchors by a strong westerly wind, and
driven to the eastward. He, with the
remainder of his squadron, was quitting
the bay, when the British admiral en-
tered the Straits, and about half past
five, on the morning of the 10th, was
almost abreast of Cabrita Point. Sir
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John Leake, discovering five sail mak-
ing out of the bay, and a gun fired at
them from the garrison, councluded that
the town was safe, and immediately

ve chace. Three French ships of

e line were taken, and Admiral Poin-
tis’s ship and another run ashore and
burnt. = Sir John afterwards looked
into Malaga, where some of the ships
that had been driven from the harbour
had taken shelter; but, hearing the
report of the guns, they had made the
best of their way to Toulon. Sir John,
finding the pursuit of them in vain,
returned on the 19th to Gibraltar,
which was now so well supplied, that
Marshal Tessé withdrew Eis troops
from the trenches, and formed a block-
ade; drawing an intrenchment across
the isthmus, to prevent the garrison
from ravaging the country.

In the course of this siege, the enemy
did not lose fewer than 10,000 men,
including those who died of sickness,
&c. The garrison lost about 400.

The Prince of Hesse remained in the
lace while the batteries were repaired:
e made also some additions to the for-

tifications, and left the garrison much
stronger than it was before the siege.
The prince then joined the Archduke
Charles at Lisbon, where the combined
fleets of England and Holland were
assembled, to support that prince in
obtaining the crown of Spain.

As the archduke was resolved to try
his fortune with the Earl of Peter-
borough, in Valencia and Catalonia,
the Prince of Hesse was sent back to
Gibraltar, to prepare part of the garri-
son to embark, and soon after was fol-
lowed by the fleet; upon whose arrival,
in August, 1705, the archduke was
received by the garrison as lawful
sovereign of Spain, and proclaimed by
the title of Charles I11. Having taken
on board the English guards, and three
old regimeuts, leaving only two new
battalions in the town (as there was no
danger to be apprehended from the
enemy), they proceeded, on the 5th of
August, for Valencia. His Majesty
then appointed Major-General Ramos,
who had been present during the siege,

vernor of Gibraltar; and sent with
ﬂ)m about 400 men for its greater

security. General Ramos afterwards
resigned his government, and was suc-
ed by Colonel Roger Elliot; dur-
ing whose government Gibraltar was
made a free port, by a special order
from her Majesty Queen Anne.’
The following was the governor’s
manifesto on the occasion :—

“ By the Hon. Roger Elliot, Colonel
of one of her Majesty’s regiments of
foot, and Governor of the city and gar-
rison of Gibraltar.

“ Whereas her Majesty of Great Bri-
tain, &c. hath been graciously pleased, by
her warrant to me, dated 19th February
last, to confirm her former declarations
for the freedom of this port, and to re-
gulate and command me not to permit
any duty or imposition whatsoever to
be laid or received for any ship or
vessel, or for any goods, wares, mer-
chandise, or provisions, impo or
exported out of this port; but that the
same be free and open for all ships and
vessels, goods, wares, merchandise, and
provisions : these are to make known
and publish her said Majesty’s royal
will and pleasure ; and all persons con-
cerned are hereby strictly required to
take notice thereof, not presuming to
demand or receive any duty or imposi-
tion whatsoever for any ship or vessel,
or for any goods, wares, merchandise,
or provisions, as they will answer the
contrary at their peril.

“ Given at Gibraltar, April, 1706.”

Colonel Congreve was commandant
before 1714. He was succeeded by
Colonel Cotton. In 1720 Gibraltar
seems to have been threatened by the
Spaniards. Ceuta, a Spanish fortress
in Barbary, had then been besie%'ed
many years by the Moors; and a for-
midable force, commanded by the Mar-
quis de Leda, was assembled in Gibral-
tar Bay, under pretence of relieving it,
but with a secret intention of first sur-
prising Gibraltar; for which purpose
they had procured secaling-ladders, &e.
&ec. This armament was not fitted out
so secretly but that the British minis-
try had timely notice, and, suspecting
some finesse, dispatched orders to Co-
lonel Kaue, governor of Minorea, im-
mediately to embark a part of his gar-
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rison, and repair to Gibraltar, under
convoy of the fleet in the Mediterra-
nean. On his arrival he found Gibral-
tar in a very critical situation; the
garrison consisting only of three weak
battalions, commanded by Major He-
therington, who, except Major Batte-
roux, was the only field-officer in the
Elac;e. Many officers were absent, only
ourteen days’ provisions in the stores,
and many Spaniards in the town, with
a fleet before its walls. Such was the
feeble posture of affairs when he op-
portunely arrived with 500 men, provi-
sions, and ammunition. The British
commodore acted afterwards in so
spirited a manner, that the Marquis de
Leda was obliged to sail for Ceuta,
though he continued of opinion that
the garrison might have been taken by
a general assault.

This scheme proving abortive, Gib-
raltar remained unmolested till the
latter end of the year 1726, when the
Spaniards, who had kept a watchful
eye on the garrison, assembled an
army in the neighbourhood of Alge-
ziras. On the 20th of Janunary follow-
ing, they encamped on the plain below
St. Roque, and began to erect a battery
on the beach to protect their camp.
Admiral Hopson was then at anchor in
the bay, with a very formidable fleet;
but, as he had not received any intelli-
genee of hostilities having commenced
between the courts of Great Britain and
Madrid, he was with reluctance com-
pelled to overlook the transporting of
provisions, artillery, and ammunition
from Algeziras (where they had formed
their depits) to the camp. Brigadier

e, who had been a second time or-
dered from Minorca to Gibraltar, la
also under similar embarrassments wi
the admiral. The operations of the
enemy, however, tending towards a
direct attack upon the garrison, he
thought it prudent to order the Spa-
niards out of the town, and forbid their
galleys anchoring under his guns.

It must be understood that Gibraltar
had undergone considerable alterations
smce the siege of 1705: several works
had been erected on the heights above
the lines, which were distinguished by

name of Willis’s batteries; the

Prince’s lines were also extended to the
extremity of the rock; and an inunda-
tion with a causeway was formed out
of the morass that was in front of the
grand battery.

The Count de Las Torres commanded
the Spanish forces, amounting to near
20,000 men ; and soon after his camp
was formed, he advanced within reach
of the garrison. The brigadier there-
upon dispatched a parley, to desire
“That he would withdraw from the
range of his guns, otherwise he should
do his utmost to force him.” The
count answered, “ That, as the garri-
son could command no more than they
had power to maintain, he shonld obey
his Catholic Majesty’s orders, and en-
croach as far as he was able.” Not-
withstanding this insult, as war had
not been formally declared, the bri-
gadier waived commencing hostilities,
till the Spaniards, by their proceedings,
should oblige him, in defence of his
command.

In the beginning of February, Bri-
gadier Clayton, the lientenant-go-
vernor, arrived with reinforcements,
on board Sir Charles Wager’s fleet;
and a council of war was immediately
summoned, but the result was a deter-
mination not to fire upon the Spaniards.
The 10th of February, the enemy
brought materials for batteries to the
old windmill, on the mneutral ground;
upon which the lieutenant-governor
again collected the sense of the admirals
and field-officers ; when in the second
council it was unanimously agreed that
the Spanish general had made open war
in encroaching so far on the liberties of
the garrison. This being their opi-
nion, Brigadier Clayton sent a parley
to the count, to know the reason of his
breaking ground: to which the count
replied, that “he was on his master’s
ground, and was not answerable to any
other person for his conduet.” As this
answer direetly indicated the hostile
intentions of the Spaniards, the lieute-
nant-governor, in the evening, with-
drew the out-guard, and the succeedin,
day in the afternoon opened the olﬁ
mole and Willis’s batteries on their
workmen, They persisted, neverthe-
less, in carrying on the work ; and at
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night a large party marched down to
the Devil’s Tower, where they imme-
diately broke ground, and began a
communication with their’ other work.
This party were greatly annoyed in
marching to their post, but were soon
under cover of the rock, where the guns
could not be depressed to bear upon
them.

Numbers of the enemy deserted to
the garrison, by whom, on the 17th, the
lieutenant-governor was informed that
they were constructing a mine, in a
cave under Willis’s, with an intention,
if ‘possible, to blow up that battery.
The engineers on this intelligence re-
connoitered the cave; which, after
some difficulty, they discovered, with a
sentry at the entrance ; and a party was
immediately stationed to annoy the
communication with musketry. On
the morning of the 22nd, the count
opened on the garrison, with seventeen
pieces of cannon, besides mortars. The
day following Brigadier Kane left the
garrison, to detach a reinforcement from
Minorca. Tn the mean time Sir Charles
Wager and Admiral Hopson, with the
fleet under their command, were con-
stantly distressing the enemy, by inter-
cepting their homeward-bound ships ;
and the prizes which were brought
into the bay greatly benefited the be-
sieged. The 3rd of March, the enemy
opened a new battery of 22 guns on the
old mole and town; and on the 8th,
another of 15 guns, bearing also upon
the old mole, which, it seems, proved a
troublesome hattery to the western flank
of their approaches.

The lientenant-governor continued a
constant and well-directed fire from all
the batteries that bore upon their works:
but the ordnance in general being old
were bursting daily on the batteries;
by which accidents the garrison expe-
rienced more casualties than from all
the fire of the enemy. The 27th, Col.
Middleton’s regiment arrived, also six
companies and a half of Col. Hay’s,
with two engineers, a captain of artil-
lery, and several bombardiers, gunners,
and matrosses, with 140 recruits for the
other regiments.

The admirals, the 2nd of April,
formed the design of bombarding Alge-

ziras, whence the enemy were con-
stantly supplied with various articles
of ammunition; but the ships, after
getting under way, were becalmed, and
obliged to come to anchor; after which
the navy never gave themselves any
further concern about annoying them
in that quarter. On the 10th Colonel
Cosby arrived in the Solebay, with
500 men, from Minorea; and two days
following the admirals sailed to the
westward, leaving Commodore Davies
behind, with six men-of-war and the
sloops. 8ir Charles did not return
during the siege. The 16th, the lien-
tenant-governor ordered two serjeants,
with ten men each, to advance from
the spur-guard, under the rock, and
along the causeway, and alarm the
enemy in the trenches; giving them
directions to retire when"they found
their guards sufficiently alarmed, when
he intended to salute them with grape,
&e. from Willig’s and the lines. These
orders were executed, and the enemy
instantly beat to arms; but the bom-
bardier appointed to give the signal to
the batteries, firing too soon, the enemy
saw through the design, and retired
without any considerable loss.

Lord Portmore, the governor, ar-
rived on the 21st, with a battalion of
guards, and another of the line; also
Colonel Watson, of the artillery, with
several noblemen as volunteers. The
26th the count opened a new battery
against Willis’s and the extremity of
Prince’s lines. Their batteries now
mounted sixty cannon, besides mortars.
In the beginning of May the garrison
had intelligence that the enemy de-
signed an assault: precautions were
accordingly taken, and the guns on
the lower defences loaded with grape.
The Spaniards added still to their
approaches, and raised various com-
munications to and from their advanced
batteries. Towards the 16th and 20th
their firing abated, but their engineers
proceeded in advancing their trenches.
On the 31st a vessel arrived with 375
barrels of powder from Lisbon. June
the 3rd the Solebay came in, with a
further supply of 980 barrels of pow-
der and 500 thirteen-inch shells, from
Mahon. The firing continued till the
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12th, when about ten at night Colonel
Fitzgerald, of the Irish b::fnde, beat
a parley, and being admitted into the
garrison, delive letters to Lord
Portmore from the Dutch minister at
the court of Madrid, with a copy of
the preliminaries of a general peace;
whereupon a suspension of arms took
p_lgce and all hostilities ceased on both
sides.

The garrison lost in the whole about ,

300 killed and wounded ; and 70 can-
non, with 30 mortars, burst durin,
the siege. The enemy’s casualties oou.lﬁ
never be ascertained. In killed, wound-
ed, &c. it was computed they lost near
3000 men.

When Lord Portmore and the count
agreed to a cessation, the Spaniards of
course were compelled to forsake the
mine under Willis’s: their parties,
however, taking possession of it a
second time, his lordship considered it
as a breach of the articles of cessation,
and represented it accordingly. The
count afterwards withdrew ; the works
were dismantled and levelled, and the
troops retreated to their different can-
tonments.

The Spaniards during this siege
never made the least attempt to cut off
the communication by sea; so that the
garrison was regularly supplied with
Provisions and fascines from Barbary,
and had a regular correspondence with
England. 4

In 1728 the Parliament of Great
Britain addressed his Majesty King
George II., to take effectual care, in
the treaty then pending, to preserve his
undoubted right to Gibraltar and the
island of Minorea. Overtures had been
made by his Majesty George I. to re-
store the former to Spain, if the parlia-
ment would have consented to such
Testitution ; but the minister, finding an
Opposition, declined proceeding in the
business. In 1730 Lieut.-Gen. Sabine
Was governor of Gibraltar. The Spa-
niards during his government erected
the forts and lines across the isthmus,
about a mile from the garrison, which
effectually prevent any communication
Wwith the country, and, as we have ex-
berienced, are of considerable advan-
tage in case of a siege. The western

fort, called St. Philip’s, entirely com-

mands the best anchorage on the side
of the bay next the ison. Lieut.-
Gen.” Columbine succeeded General
Sabine, and he was suceeeded by Lieut.-
Gen. Hargrave.

General Bland was appointed go-
vernor in 1749, at which time a general
relief of trooll)]itook place. The esta-
blishment at that period was four bat-
talions of infantry and a company of
artillery. Lord George Beauclerk and
the Hon. General Herbert were seve-
rally commandants in the absence of
General Bland; and in 1755 Lieut.-
Gen. Fowkes was deputed governor.
Lord Tyrawley succeeded him, in
whose absence the Earl of Panmure
was commandant. Earl Home was
afterwards governor, and died there in
1761. During the government of this
nobleman, about the year 1760, an in-
cident occurred, which, as it alarmed
the garrison very much at that time, is
deserving of notice. Two British re-
giments had been a very considerable
time on that station, and, from the eon-
tinuance of the war, saw little prospect
of being relieved. Amongst these a
conspiracy was formed by some dis-
affected persons to surprise, plunder,
and massacre their officers, and in short
all whom they judged to be averse to
their designs. After securing the money
which was intended for the payment of
the troops, they meant to purchase for
themselves a secure retreat, by surren-
dering this so much wished-for fortress
into the hands of Spain. The numbers
who joined the conspirators were not
fewer than 730. An accidental quarrel
in a wine-house defeated this dange-
rous project, and produced a discovery.
Reed, a private in the seventh regi-
ment, was executed on the grand parade
as the ringleader; and ten others were
condemned.

After the death of Lord Home,
Colonel Tovey and Major-General
Parslow were each commandants, till
the Hon. Lieut.-Gen. Cornwallis was
appointed governor. During this ge-
neral’s absence from the garrison,
Colonel Irwin was commandant; and
on General Cornwallis leaving Gibral-
tar a second time, Major-Gen. Boyd,
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lieutenant-governor, commanded. In governor of that important fortress, and
this' general’s government the garrison | joined his command in 1777.

was considerably strengthened with
three new bastions on the sea-line, and
additional improvements at the south-
ward.

In 1776 the Right Hon. General
George Augustus Eﬁoﬂ, was appointed

In 1787 General Eliott, who had
been honoured in 1783 with the Order
of the Bath for his glorious defence of
Gibraltar, returned to England, and
Major-General O’'Hara was appointed
commandant during his absence.
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CHAPTER II.

Description of the Rock, with the Fortifications and Town of Gibraltar—Remains of Moorish
Architecture—Natural Cnriosities—Climate— Vegetation—Fish ; and whence supplied with
Cattle, &c.—Military establishment—Description of the Bay—Algeziras—Some accounts of
the ancient City of Carteia—St, Roque—Conclusive Remarks.

As the History which is to be the sub-
ject of the following pages will be
more in detail than the preceding nar-
rative, it may on some accounts be ne-
cessarylf, and cannot on any, I flatter
myself, be disagreeable, to present the
reader with a short description of this
celebrated rock, and the fortifications
which have been erected for its de-
fence,

The promontory, or rock, at the foot
of which stands the town, is upwards of
1300 feet in height; projecting into the
sea several miles from the continent,
with which it is connected by an isth-
mus of low sand. This appearance
makes it not improbable that Mons
Calpe in former ages has been totally
surrounded by the sea. The north
front of the peninsula, which presents
itself to the main land, is of various
heights. The breadth of the isthmus,
at the foot of the rock, is about 900
yards; but it grows considerably wider
towards the country. Across this isth-
mus (which, with Gibraltar and the
opposite coast, forms the bay) the Spa-
niards have drawn a fortified line at
about a mile’s distance from the gar-
Ison, extending 1700 yards, and em-
bracing both shores: a fort of masonry
15 erected at each extremity, mounting
23 or 24 guns each ; these forts are of
different forms, and are called Fort St.
Philip and Fort St. Barbara. The
former of them commands the best and
the usual anchoring place of our ship-
Ping and small eraft, and, by forming a
cross fire with Fort St. Barbara on the
Deutral ground, prevents all communi-
cation between the garrison aud the

country,

The rock, as 1 have mentioned be-
fore, is upwards of 1300 feet perpendicu-
lar above the level of the sea; and is se-
parated by a ridge from north to south,
dividing it into two unequal parts. The
western front or division is a gradual
slope, interspersed with precipices ; but
the opposite side, looking to the Medi-
terranean, and the no: front facing
the Spanish lines, are both naturall
very steep, and totally inaccessible. It
is this peculiar circumstance which
forms the chief strength of Gibraltar,

The town is built at the foot of the
north-west face of the hill, and is for-
tified in an irregular manner. The
communication with it from the isth-
mus is by a long narrow causeway
(serving as a dam to an inundation),
which 1s defended by a curtain, wi
two bastions, mounting 26 pieces of
cannon, a dry ditch, covered way, and
glacis well mined. These, with the
causeway, are warmly flanked by the
King’s, Queen’s, and Prinee’s lines;
works cut in the rock with immense
labour, and scarped to be almost inae-
cessible. Above the lines are the bat-
teries at Willis’s, and others at different
heights, until they crown the summit
of the rock, where several batteries are |
erected for cannon and mortars. These
batteries, the lowest of which is up-
wards of 400 feet above the neutral
ground, mount between 50 and 60
pieces of heavy ordnance, and entirely
command the isthmus below. Exclu-
sive of what are here mentioned, addi-
tional works of a singular nature were
projected in 1782, which, with others in
the lines, on a similar plan, that are
(1789) exccuting under the direction of

diidaatiniis gy Lol L ekl iiE g s



14

HISTORY OF THE

[cmap. 11.

Major-General O'Hara, will render Gi-
braltar almost impregnable in that
quarter. The old mole, to the west of
the grand battery, forms also a very
formidable flank, and, with the lines, a
cross-fire on the causeway and neutral
ground. This battery has been found
so great an annoyance to the besie%‘ets,
that, by way of distinction, it has long
been known under the appellation of
the Devil’s Tongue. Indeed, the ord-
nance in the lines, upon the grand bat-
tery, and the old mole, all together, ex-
hibit so formidable an appearance to a
spectator on the causeway, that the en-
trance into the garrison is called by the
Spaniards the Mouth of Fire.

From the grand battery, along " the
sea-line, looking towards the bay, the
town is defended by the North, Monta-

e’s,* Prince of Orange’s, King’s, and

uth bastions ; the line-wall or cur-
tains between which mount many can-
non and mortars. Montague’s, Prince
of Orange’s, and King’s bastions have
been erected lately. The latter is a
very complete piece of fortification,
commanding the bay from New to Old
mole heads, and mounting 12 thirty-
two pounders and four ten-imnch howit-
zers in front, 10 guns and howitzers
on its flanks, and has casemates for 800
men, with kitchens and ovens for cook-
ing. Montague’s is much smaller,
mounts only 12 pieces of cannon, but
has a casemate for 200 men, communi-
cating with the Old mole. In 1782
the engineers began a cavalier upon
this bastion for 2 ; but it was
not finished till after the grand attack
in September. Another work of this
nature was likewise erected in the be-
ginning of the blockade, for 5 guns, on
the north bastion of the grand battery.

* These bastions and the connecting cur-
tains were so much injured in the last siege,

that it was thought necessary to take them |

down, and strengthen this part of the town
fortifications by an extensive line of new
works projecting to 'a considerable distance
into the sea; the foundations of which were
laid in 1788. Many officers, however, doubt
whether the substantial defences of Gibraltar
are improved by these alterations. Some ad-
ditions were likewise made in the same place
to the Grand battery and at Land Port, where
they were more wanted.

The town on the sea-line is not less
protected by natural defences than by
fortifications. A shoal of sharp rocks
extends along the front far into the
bay, and prevents ships of large bur-
then from approaching very near the
walls. 2

From the south bastion (which is
considerably higher than the rest of
the works, in order to protect the town
from the eminences on the red sands)
a curtain extends up the face of the
hill, and concludes, at an inaccessible
precipice, the works of the town. In
this curtain is the South-port gate,
before which, and the south bastion, is
a dry ditch, with a covered way and
glacis. At the east end, on the de-
clivity of the hill, above the gate, isa
large flat bastion connected with the
curtain, and mounting 13 guns, bearin
on the bay, &c. - This work is cover
by a demi-bastion that joins the pre-
cipice. Above the precipice, an old
Moorish wall is continued to the ridge
of theroek ; in the front of which a cur-
tain with loop-holes and redans (built
in the reign of the Emperor Charles V.,
and called after his name) extends to
the top, effectually cutting off all com-
muniecation in that quarter. Between
the Moorish and Charles the Fifth’s
walls is the signal-house ; whence, ona
serene and clear day, the guard have an
unbounded view of the Mediterranean,
and can just observe a part of the At-
lantic Ocean over the Spanish moun-
tains. Signals formerly were made
at this post on the appearance of top-
sail vessels from east and west; but
soon after the commencement of the
late war we discovered that the Spanish
cruisers were more frequently informed
of the approach of our friends by our
signals than by their own. The sig-
nals were therefore discontinued during
the siege, but were resumed after the
general peace of 1783,

The above account comprehends a
general description of the fortifications
of the town, avoiding too minute a de-
tail of each work. 1 shall therefore
proceed in deseribing, in the same
general manner, the works to the south-
ward.

From the south bastion a line-wall
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is continued along the beach to the
New mole, where an irregular fort is
erected, mounting 26 guns. This line-
wall is divided %)y a small bastion of
8 guns; and in 1ts rear is a retired
work, called the Princess of Wales's
lines, in which are several strong bat-
teries for the sea. Near the south
bastion, though without the town, is a
wharf called Ragged Staff, where the
supplies for.the garrison are usually
landed, being convenient from its vi-
cinity to the victualling-office and store-
houses in the town. The communica-
tion to this quay is by spiral wooden
stairs, and a drawbridge opening into
the covered way ; in front of which is a
small work of masonry mounting 2
guns. At the foot of the stairs is the
basin, where shipping take in water.
Two tanks are also appropriated to
this purpose near the eight-gun bas-
tion.

Within the New mole there is depth
of water sufficient for a ship of the
line to lie alongside the wharf and
heave down. At the mole head is a
circular battery for heavy metal, joined

- to the New mole fort by a strong wall,
fraised ; having a banquette for mus-
ketry, with two embrasures opening
towards the bay. This mole, with the
Old mole at Waterport, were built for
the accommodation of trading vessels :
the former, however, is generally oc-
cupied by men-of-war; and the latter,
not having more than six feet at low
water, only admits small craft to the
wharfs: merchantmen of large burthen
are obliged therefore to anchor about
half or three quarters of a mile from
Waterport, in seven or eight fathoms.
But in time of war this anchorage is
commanded by the Spanish forts: they
are consequently, in case of a rupture
Wwith Spain, under the necessity of re-
moving to the southward of the New
mole, where the ground is so rocky
and foul that they are often in immi-
Dent danger during the strong south-
erly winds. From the New mole fort
1o the north end of Rosia Bay, the rock
1s difficult of access; nevertheless a
Parapet is continued, and batteries are

as situations dictate. The

works at Rosia are strong, and flank
each other. They are close along
the beach, which is low, and have a
retired battery of 8 guns in the rear.

The rock continues to aseend from
the south point of Rosia Bay, by Par-
son’s Lodge (behind which, upon an
eminence, is a new battery en barbet,
on traversing carriages), to Camp-
guard, and Buena Vista; so called
from the beautiful prospect which is
there presented to a spectator of the
bay and the neighbouring kingdoms of
Barbary and Spain. A line-wall is
raised, notwithstanding the rock being
inaccessible, with cannon at différent
distances. At Buena Vista there are
several guns en barbet, which have

t command ; and the hill towards
urope is slightly fortified, which
gives it the appearance, at a distance,
of an old castle repaired. The rock
then descends by the Devil’s Bowling-
green, so named from the irregularity
of its surface, to Little Bay. At this
post, which is totally surrounded with
precipices, there is a barbet battery,
flanking the works to the new mole :
thence the rock continues naturally
steep for a considerable distance, when
the line-wall and batferies recommence,
and extend in an irregular manner to
Europa Point, the southern extremity
of the garrison, though not the southern
point of Europe. The rock from this
oint is regularly perpendicular to
uropa advance, where a few batteries,
and a post at the Cave- d, terminate
the works. The fortifications along
the sea-line at Europa do not, however,
constitute the principal strength of that
part of the garrison. The retired and
naccessible lines of Windmill-hill have
great command, and, being situated
within musket-shot of the sea, are very
formidable, and of great consequence
in that quarter.

The preceding description, it is
hoped, will be sufficiently explanatory.
The new bastions on the sea-line were
planned and executed by, and under the
direction of the chief engineer, Major-
General Sir William Green, Bart.
Lieutenant-General Robert Boyd laid
the foundation-stone of the King’s bas-
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tion, in the absence of General Cgm-
wallis, the governor. The garrison
also underwent considerable alterations
whilst he commanded : Windmill-hill
was fortified, and other changes were
effected at the southward. The im-
provements on the northern front were
carried on under the direction of Ge-
neral George Augustus Eliott since
he was appointed to the government.
The communication, or gallery leading
to St. George’s Hall, above Farring-
don’s battery; Queen’s-lines battery,
and communication ; two works of the
same nature, which extend under the

Queen’s battery (Willis's*), and in the
rock above Prince of Hesse’s bastion ;
are all so singularly contrived, and
of so formidable a nature, that all
direct attacks by land, henceforward,
may be considered as quixotism and
insanity.

Before the interior part of the place
is deseribed, it will not be imgroper to
conclude the deseription of its outer
works, by inserting an abstract of the
guns, howitzers, and mortars mounted
upon the different batteries. The ori-
ginal, from which this was copied, was
taken in the beginning of March, 1783.

Cannon. Mortars. Howitzers.

Pounders. Inch. Inch.

4
Nature of Ordnance h { 32 & 1812 9 6% |13 10 8 4 | 10 8 54
26 3 4

Serviceable Ordnance, mounted « T712210470162538 | 29 1 6 34| 19 9 o
Field Artillery . = 5 ' 0 0 4 0 6 B 0 00 o 0 0 4
Serviceable Ordnance, dismounted ., 0 27 9 0 0 015 LA B AN 0O 0 o0
77 149 113 74 16 51 61 | 29 3 13 65 19 9 4

Total serviceable in the garrison, 663 pieces of artillery.

The town of Gibraltar is built on a
bed of red sand, similar to those emi-
nences without Southport, which ori-

inally extended from Landport to the
oot of the ascent to the south barracks.
The buildings, before the town was
destroyed in the late siege, were com-
posed of different materials, principally
of tapia;t though, since the English
have been in possession of Gibraltar,
many have been built of the rock-
stone, plastered, and blue-washed on
the outside, to break the powerful rays
of the sun, which otherwise would be
too glaring, and prejudicial to the eyes.
The modern houses were in general
covered with tiles; but the flat terraced
roofs remained in those erected by the
Spaniards, and in some, the mirandas
or towers, whence the inhabitants,
without removing from home, had a
beautiful and extensive prospect of the
bay and neighbouring coasts.

* The gallery under the Queen's battery
has been continued by General O'llara, and
now communicates with the Prince’s lines:
it is ealled the Union Gallery!

+ A cement consisting of mortar made of
sand, lime, and small bbles, which being
well tempered and wronght togetherin a frame,
acquires great strength and solidity.

Of the buildings that are most de-
serving notice, the old Moorish ecastle
is the most conspicuous. This antique
structure is situated on the north-west
side of the hill, and originally con-
sisted of a triple wall, the outer in-
closure descending to the water’s edge :
but the lower parts have long since
been removed, and the grand battery
and Waterport fortifications erected on
their ruins; and the first, or upper
wall, would long ago have shared the
same fate, had it not been found of
service in covering the town from the
isthmus, in case of a siege. The walls
standing at present form an oblong
square, ascending the hill, at the upper
angle of which is the principal tower,
where the governor or alcaide for-
merly resided. The ruins of a Moorish
mosque, or place of worship, can be
traced within the walls; as also a
neat morisque court, and reservoir for
water: but the latter cannot, without
great difficulty, be discovered by a
stranger. A large tower on the south-
east wall has long been converted into
a magazine for powder; and in dif-
ferent places quarters were fitted up,
before the late siege, for officers and
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two companies of soldiers. This castle
was erected, as I have mentioned be-
fore, by the Saracens or Moors, on their
first invading Spain; and the present
venerable remains are incontestable
proofs of its magnificence whilst it
continued in their possession.

The other principal buildings are
the convent, or governor's quarters ;
the lieutenant-governor's house, which
is a modern structure; the admiralty
house, formerly a monastery of white
friars; the soldiers’ barracks, vietual-
ling-office, and store-house. Besides
these, there are the Spanish church,
the atarasana, or galley-house, and
some other buildings, formerly of note,
but now in ruins from the fire of the
Spaniards during the late siege,*

At the southward are the South bar-
racks and the Navy hospital. The
former a stately building, delightfully
sitnated, with a parade in front, and
two pavilions detached; the whole ca-
pable of quartering 1200 men, and
officers proportionate. The latter a
capacious pile, well adapted to the pur-
pose for which it was intended: it has
an area in the centre, with piazzas and
a gallery above, by which the sick may
enjoy the sun, or shade, as they think
proper : there are apartments for 1000
men, with pavilions at each wing for
the accommodation and convenience of
the surgeons and their attendants. This
hospital was originally erected for the
navy, in case a British fleet should be
stationed in the Mediterranean ; but, on
the Spaniards bombarding the town in
1781, the governor removed into it the
sick of the garrison. At some distance,
n the front of the South barracks, are
two powder magazines, in which the
supplies from England are usually de-
posited, before they are distributed to
the other magazines. These last were
the chief, I might say almost the only

uildings remaining on the rock after
the late siege; and their preservation
;.:itowmg to their being kept i:: con-
lnt re by workmen purpose ap-
Pomtedpf?)lrrthat duty. p g

- Since the peace of 1783, the greatest part
of the town has been rebuilt, and (which is

::‘:lcl;':lba regretted) on the o].d’[onnd.nium

Beside the remains of Moorish ar-
chitecture which have already been
mentioned, the following have been
esteemed mnot unworthy of notice.
Within the town we find the galleg—
house, and part of the Spanish church;
also the bomb-house, adjoining the
line-wall : and at the southward, rains
of Moorish buildings are discernible on
Windmill-hill, and at Europa. The
former are situated on an eminence,
but no antiquarian ean determine to
what use they were appropriated : some
are of opinion they were burying-vaults
for persons of rank; others suppose
them a prison; whilst; in the garrison,
the whole is generally known by the
name of the Inquisition. At Europa,
o}llaposite the guard-house, may be traced
the remains of a building erected by
the Moors, but used by the Spaniards as
a chapel, and called Nuestra Sefiora del
Europa. Along the water’s edge, with-
out the fortification, are also several
ruins of Moorish walls; and towards
Europa Advance is a Moorish bath,
callexr by the garrison the Nuns® Well,
It is sunk 8 feet deep in the rock,
is 72 feet long, and 42 feet broad, and
to preserve the water, has an arched
roof, supported by pillars. To the left
of this bath is a cave, under Windmill-
hill, known by the name of Beef-steak
Cave, which was a common residence
for many of the inhabitants during the
late siege.

The hill abounds in cavities, that
serve as receptacles for the rain. None,
however, is so singular and worthy of
notice as St. Michael’s Cave, on the side
of the hill, in a line with the South
barracks, about 1100 feet above the
level of the sea. At the entrance are
the remains of a strong wall. The
mouth is only 5 feet wide; but on
descending a slope of earth, it widens
considerably, and, with the assistance
of torches, the openings of several
smaller caves are discovered. The
outer cave is about 200 feet long, and
90 broad. The top appears to be
ported by pillars of vast magnitude,
formed by the perpetual droppings of
petrifying water, the whole bearing
great resemblance to the inside of a
gloomy Gothic cathedral.

Pl
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The several gradations in the pro-
of these petrifactions are easily
iscovered. In some may be observed
small capitals, descending from the roof,
whilst proportionable bases rise under-
neath: others again are formed of very
small diameter ; and a third class, im-
mensely large, seem to support the roof
of this wonderful cavern. Visitors
are generally condueted to view this
cave; and numbers, with the assistance
of ropes and torches, have attempted
to explore the depth; however, after
descending about 500 feet, they have
been obliged to return, by the gross
vapours which issued from beneath.
It was in this cave that the Spaniards
concealed themselves in the siege of
1727, when a party of them, unper-
ceived, got into the garrison, at the
Cave-guard, near Europa Advance, but
afterwards failed in their enterprise.

There are several other caves on dif-
ferent partsof the hill, in which the water
possesses the same petrifying qualities.
One under Middle-hill, called Poeo-
roca, was fitted up, previous to the
bombardment, for the governor’s re-
ception ; but was afterwards converted
into a powder magazine, being very
convenient for the batteries om the
heights,

Amongst the natural curiosities of
Gibraltar, the petrified bones, found in
the cavities of the rocks, have greatly
attracted the attention of the curious.
These bones are not found in one par-
ticular part, but have been discovered
in various places at a considerable dis-
tance from each other. From the rocks
near Rosia Bay (without the line-
wall) great quantities of this curious
petrifaction have been collected, and
sent home for the inspection of natu-
ralists. Some of the bones are of large
diameter; and, being broken with the
rock, the marrow is easily to be dis-
tinguished. Colonel James, in his
deseription of Gibraltar, mentions an
entire human skeleton being discovered
in the solid rock at the Prince’s lines ;
which the miner blew to pieces: and
in the beginning of the late blockade,
a party of miners, forming a cave at
Upper All's Well, in the lines, produced
several bones that were petrified to the

rock, and appeared to have belonged
to a large bird: being present at the
time, I procured several fragments ;
but in the bombardment of 1781 they
were destroyed with other similar cu-
riosities.

The hill is remarkable for the number
of apes about its summit, which are said
not to be found in any other part of
Spain, They breed.in places inacces-
sible to man, and frequently appear in
large droves with their young on their
backs, on the western face of the hill.
It is imagined they, were originally
brought from Barbary by the Moors, as
a similar species inhabits Mons Abyla,
which, on that account, is generally
called Ape’s-hill. Red-legged par-
tridges are often found in coveys;
woodcocks and teal are sometimes seen,
and wild rabbits are caught about
Europa and Windmill-hill. The gar-
rison orders forbid officers to shoot on
the western side of the rock ; parties,
however, often go in boats round Eu-
ropa Point to kill wild pigeons, which
are numerous in the caves.

Fagles and vultures annnally visit
Gibraltar from Barbary, in their way
to the interior parts of Spain. The
former breed in the eraggy parts of
the rock, and, with the hawk, are often
seen towering round its summit. Mos-
chetoes are exceedingly troublesome
towards the close of summer, and
locusts are sometimes found. The
scorpion, centipes, and other venomous
reptiles, abound amongst the rocks and
old buildings ; and the harmless green
lizard and snake are frequently caught
by the soldiers, who, after drawing
their teeth, treat them with every
mark of fondness,

With regard to the climate of Gib-
raltar, the inhabitants breathe a tempe-
rate and wholesome air for most part
of the year. The summer months of
June, July, and Aungust are excessively
warm, with a tual serene and
clear sky : the heat 1s however allayed,
in a great measure, by a constant re-
freshing breeze from the sea, which
usnally sets im about ten in the fore-
noon, continuing till almost sunset;
and, from its invigorating and agree-
able coolness, is emphatically called
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the Doctor. The cold in winter is not
80 excessive as in the neighbouring
parts of the country. Snow falls but
seldom, and ice is'a rarity; yet the
Granadian mountains in Spain, and the
lofty mountains in Africa, have snow
lying on them for several months.
Heavy rains, high winds, and most
tremendous thunder, with dreadfully
vivid lightning, are the attendants on
December and January. The rain
then pours down in torrents from the
hill, and, descending with great rapi-
dity, often chokes up the drains with
large stones and rubbish, and some-
times does great injury to the works ;
but these storms are never of long
duration : the sky soon clears up; the
heavy clouds disperse; the cheering
sun appears, and sufficiently compen-
sates for the horrors of the preceding
night. It is during this season that
the water that serves the garrison for
the ensuing summer is collected. The
aqueduct, which conducts it to the
fountain in the centre of the town, is
extremely well executed ; and was con-
structed by a Jesuit, when the Spaniards
were in possession of Gibraltar. It is
erected beneath the bank of sand, with-
out South port, beginning to the south-
ward of the eight-gun bastion, and,
collecting the rain-water that filters
through the sand, conducts it to the
South port, and thence to the fountain.
The water, thus strained and purified,
is remarkably clear and wholesome.
The appearance of the Rock is barren
and forbidding, as few trees or shrubs,
excepting palmettos, are to be seen on
the face of the hill; yet it is not en-
tirely destitute of vegetation; wild
herbs, of different kinds, spring up in
* the interstices of the rocks, when the
periodical rains set in, and afford some
trifling nourishment te the bullocks,
sheep, and ts that browse upon the
hill. " The first rains generally fall in
September or October, and continue at
intervals to refresh the garrison till
April or May. When they cease, and
the powerful rays of the sun have
withered the little verdure that ap-
peared on the hill, nothing offers to
the eye but sharp uncouth rocks, and
dried” palmetto bushes. The soil eol-

lected in the low ground is, however,
extremely rich and fertile, producing a
variety of fruits and vegetables. Colo-~
nel James, in his elaborate history of
the Herculean Straits, enumerates no
less than 300 different herbs which are
to be found on various parts of the
rock. Gibraltar consequently must be
an excellent field of amusement to a
botanist. ‘

The garrison, before the blockade of
1779, was chiegy supplied with roots
and garden-stuff from the gardens on
the neutral ground, which, being on a
flat, could almost constantly (even in
summer) be kept in a state of vege-
tation. The proprietors of these
dens were obliged to relinquish them
in 1779, when the Spaniards erected
their advanced works : from that period
General Eliott encouraged cultivation
within his own limits by every possible
indulgence. Many plots at the south-
ward were encl with walls, the
ground cleared of stones and rubbish,
and soil collected from other parts;
so that with assiduity and perseverance,
after some time the produce during the
winter season was so increased as to be
almost equal to the consumption ; and
probably, in the space of a few years,
the garrison may be totally independent,
in this article, of any assistance from
the neighbourhood.

Gibraltar, being nearly surrounded
by the sea, is exceedingly well sup-
plied with fish: the John-doree, tur-
bot, sole, salmon, hake, rock-cod, mul-
let, and ranger, with great variety of
less note, are caught along the Spanish
shore, and in different parts of the bay.
Mackerel are also taken in vast num-
bers during the season, and shell-fish
are sometimes brought from the neigh-
bouring parts. The Moors, in time of
peace, supply the garrison with ox-
beef, mutton, veal, and poultry, on
moderate terms; and from Spain they
procure pork, which is remarkable for
its sweetness and flavour. Fruits of
all kinds, such as melons, oranges,
green figs, grapes, pomegranates, &e.,
are brought in abundance from Bar-
bary and Portugal : and the best wines
are drank at very reasonable prices.

The present military establishment

c2
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of Gibraltar (1st of January, 1790)
consists of six companies of artillery,
nine regiments of the line, and a com-
pany of artificers, commanded by en-

ineers; composing an army of up-
gards (;f 400306me§, officers znclnded.
Before the late bombardment, the
troops were quartered in the barracks
at the southward, and in quarters fitted
up out of the old Spanish buildings in
town. The officers were distributed
in the same manner; but in case of re-
inforcements, and that government
quarters were not sufficient for their
accommodation, billet-money was al-
lowed in proportion to rank, and the
officers hired lodgings from the inha-
bitants.

The regiments, on their arrival in
the garrison, are entitled to salt pro-
visions from the stores, in the follow-
ing proportion.* One ration for each
serjeant, corporal, drummer, and pri-
vate, consisting of 7 Ibs. of bread, de-
livered twice a week, beef 2 lbs. 8 oz.,
pork 1 lb., butter 10 oz., peas half a
gallon, and groats 3 pints : every com-
missioned and warrant officer, under a
captain, receives two rations, a captain
three, a major and lieutenant-colonel
four, a colonel six. In times of pro-
found peace, officers generally receive
a compensation in money for their pro-
visions, or dispose of them to the Jews,
of whom there are great numbers in
the garrison, who are always ready to
purchase, or take them in barter. he
troops are paid in currency, which, let
the exchange of the garrison be above
or below par, never varies to the non-
commissioned and privates. A serjeant
receives weekly, as full garrison pay,
one dollar, six reals, equal to ninepence
sterling, per diem; a corporal, and
drummer, one dollar, one real, and five
quartils, in sterling about sixpence
per diem; and a private, seven reals,
or fourpence half-penny sterling per
diem. Officers receive their subsistence
according to the currency : thirty-six
pence per dollar is par. During the late

* The garrison of Gibraltar is now put on
the same footing as all other British garrisons
abroad, in respeet to rations of provisions as
well as rates of pay.

bombardment, the exchange, for a con-
siderable time, was as high as forty-
two pence, by which these gentlemen
who were under the necessity of draw-
ing for their pay, lost sixpence in every
three shillings; and it seldom was
lower than forty pence whilst the sie
continued. The coins current in Gi
raltar are those used in Spain. All
accounts are kept in dollars, reals, and
quartils : the two former, like the pound
sterling, are imaginary ; the latter is
a copper coin. J

The bay of Gibraltar, formed by
the headlands of Cabrita and Europa
points, is commodious, and seems in-
tended by nature to command the
Straits : there are opportunities, how-
ever, when a fleet may pass nnobserved
by the garrison; for such is the im-
penetrable thickness of the mists,
which usually prevail during the east-
erly winds, that many ships have baf-
fled the vigilance of the cruisers, and
gone through unnoticed; the south-
westerly winds, particularly at the
equinox, are also often attended with
such thick and rainy weather, that ves-
sels have d through and got into
the bay without being seen.

Since Gibraltar has been in the pos-
session of the English, the Spaniards
have erected, in different parts of the
bay, several batteries and forts for the-
protection of their small craft in war,
and to prevent their eoast from bein
annoyed. At Cabrita, which is a ‘bolg
rocky point, are a barbet battery and
watch-tower, whence, during the block-
ade, signals of flags by day, and lights
at night, were made to inform the
Spanish cruisers at Algeziras, &e. of
the approach of any vessel towards the
bay. These watch-towers are distri- °
buted, at short distances, along the
coast for a considerable extent, to alarm
the country, in case of a visit from the
Algerines, or when any other extraor-
dinary circumstance happens. To the
northward of Cabrita are two others,
with a fort at the northernmost tower,
which is called San Garcia: the point
on which the latter are erected pro-
jects, with a long reef of dangerous
shoals and rocks, eousiderably into the
bay. The town and island of Algezi-
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ras, with their batteries, then appear
in view,

Algeziras lies opposite to Gibraltar,
about 54 miles across the bay ; and,
since the late siege, has greatly in-
creased in consequence and wealth.
The town was buiit and fortified by
the Saracens about the year 714, two
years after their establishment at Gib-
valtar. It is remarkable for being the
place where those invaders first disem-
barked, when they so rapidly over-
turned the Gothic empire in” Spain ;
and, as well as Gibraltar, was erected
to preserve a communication with
Africa. Whilst the Moors maintained
their conquests, it consequently became
a city of great importance and strength.
We find, during the successive wars
which took place between the Moors
and the Spaniards, Algesiras was fre-
quently besieged by the kings of Cas-
tile; and, when Gibraltar so easily fell
into the hands of the Christians in
1310, this city resisted all their efforts.
At length, after a most obstinate siege
in 1344, Algeziras was compelled to
surrender to the vietorious arms of
Alonzo XI. The siege continued
twenty months, and most of the potent-
ates in Europe interested themselves in
the event, by sending succours to the
Christian besiegers. The English un-
der the Duke of Laneaster, the Earls
of Derby, Leicester, Salisbury, and
Lincoln, * particularly  distinguished
themselves by their gallantry and
conduct during this memorable con-
test. It is worthy of remark, that
cannen are said to have been first made
use of in this siege, by the Moors
&gafiinst the assailants ; and the English,
profiting by the knowledge gained on
this occﬂ.si_gn, aﬂerwar;gg useﬁem at
the glorious battle of Cressy. The
Spaniards continued masters of the
town till 1369, when the Moors of
Granada surprised the eity ; but being
unable to retain it, they demolished the
works, and carried away the inhabit-
ants eaptive.

Whilst the Moors kept possession of
Gibraltar, which was now in its turn
become a city of importance, the Spa-
niards never attempted to rebuild Alge-
Ziras ; and still less did they esteem it

an object worthy their attention, after
Gibraltar fell into their hands. The
town, therefore, remained in ruins and
desolate, excepting a few fishermen’s
huts, till thecegpaniardn, in the begin-
ning of the eighteenth century, thought
proper, after the final cession of Gib-
raltar to Great Britain, to repeople and
secure it by a few batteries towards the
sea, which also might occasionally pro-
tect their cruisers in time of war.
Sinee that period, from the constant
intercourse and trade which subsisted
between it and Gibraltar before the
war of 1779, Algeziras is become a
town of some consequence and wealth ;
and, as a writer has justly expressed,
“like a pheenix, has Tisen out of its
own ashes, after being for ages in
ruins.”

The New Town is built to the north-
ward of the old city (whose venerable
rrins still remain), and is defended , to
the southward by a battery of 9 or
10 guns, erected on an island some dis-
tance from the shore. To the north-
ward of the town is another battery of
6 guns, and a’little farther, on an emi-
nence, one of 22, which was raised by
Admiral Barcelo, when he was appre-
hensive of an attack from Sir George
Rodney in 1780. Between the island
and the town, small craft find tolerable
shelter ; but ships of war, or of large
burthen, anchor to the northward.
The lands round the town are much
cultivated, and, with the shipping,
form, in the spring, a pleasantly va-
riegated and beautiful prospect to a
spectator at Gibraltar. A detachment
or regiment of infantry is constantly
on duty here, who, with those of the
Spanish lines and neighbourhood, are
under the orders of the commandant
at St. Roque.

To the northward of Algeziras are
the rivers Palmones and Guadaranque :
the former is the broader and deeper
of the two, and was the principal re-
treat of the Spanish gun and mortar
boats, when they wanted repairs, after
bombarding the garrison. Admiral
Barcelo in this river also prepared
the fire-ships he sent over in June,
1780. On the east banks of the Gua-
daranque, near Roeadillo Point, where
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there is a small fort or tower, are the
venerable ruins of the once famous
“eity of Carteia. This celebrated place,
scarcely a stone of which is now left to
inform posterity where it stood, is re-
ported to have been built by the Phee-
nicians, in the first ages of navigation,
when these adventurers visited the ex-
treme parts of the then known world.
Historians mention it under the names
of Carteia, Heraclia, and Calpe Carteia.
When the Carthaginians became a
powerful nation, and aimed at the sove-
reignty of Spain, Carteia maintained
its independence for some time, till
Hannibal, aceording to Livy, stormed
the city, and demolished ‘most of its
works. When Scipio obliged the Car-
thaginians to quit Spain, Carteia was a
lace of little importance; but the
mans finding it a convenient station
for their navy, the city was inereased
with a Roman colony, and once more
began to rise into splendour and mag-
nificence. After the memorable battle
of Munda, Cneius Pompey fled to Car-
teia, but, being pursued, was obliged
to leave it precipitately. ‘As the Roman
empire declined, so did Carteia; and
probably, soon after the irruption of the
Goths and Vandals, it became almost
desolate and waste. On the invasion
of Spain by the Saraceus, that nation
undoubtedly dismantled the buildings
of this famous city for materials to
erect Gibraltar and Algeziras. The
remains of a quay are still visible, with
some few ruins of public buildings, ap-
parently Roman; and the country
ﬁmw. in tilling the ground, often
d various antique coins, which euri-
ous antiquarians have not thought un-
worthy of a place in their eabinets.
Half-way between the Guadaranque
and the garrison is another fort and
tower, called Point Mala, or Negro
Point, to the northward of which is the
inland village of St. Roque. This is
a small insignificant town, though de-
lightfully situated, at about five miles
distance from Gibraltar. It was built
by the Spaniards, in the beginning of the
eighteenth century, when the garrison
of Gibraltar surrendered to Sir George
Rooke. The Spanish commandant of
the Lines generally makes it his resi-

dence; and during the siege under
the Duke de Crillon, the Count d’Ar-
tois and the Duke de Bourbon had
apartments in the town. Previous to
the war of 1779 it was often frequented
by the officers from Gibraltar; and in
the spring and summer seasons British
families resided there for several
months, some for the benefit of their
health, others for pleasure. The com-
bined army, during the late siege, en-
camped on the plains below St. Roque,
and landed all their ordnance and
military stores a little to the westward
of Point Mala, near the Oran, ve.

I cannot help remarking in this place,
that, among the evils of the late siege,
the garrison have to regret the inter-
ruption of that friendly intercourse
which before subsisted between them
and the neighbourhood, and which is
now prohibited by the Spanish govern-
ment. When the eommunication was
free and unlimited (except in point of
introducing a contraband traffic in
Spain), the most friendly intimacy sub- -
sisted between the British military and
the Spaniards resident in the adjacent
villages. Parties were reciprocally vi-
siting each other, and the officers con-
stantly making execarsiens into the
country. These excursions, with others
to the coast of Barbary (which in the.
season superabounds with various spe-
cies of e), were pleasing relaxations
from duties of the garrison, and
rendered Gibraltar as efigible a station
as any to which a soldier eould be or-
dered.

On the whole, whether we consider
Gibraltar as oommnnding the entrance
of the Mediterranean, and consequently
as capable of controlling the commerce
of the Europeans with the Levant; or
whether we consider it as almost im-
pregnable by natare, and consequently
as most susceptible of the improvements
of art, its sitnation is, perhaps, more
singular and eurious than that of any
fortress in the world. These circam-
stances, and the degree of consequence
which it confers on its possessor, in the
opinion of the Barbary states, have not
failed to excite the attention and alarm
the interests of most maritime nations
in Europe ; and, with the multitude at
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least, it has always been an object of | inability to decide. I shall, therefore,
political importance. Politicians, how- | without further apology, leave these
ever, there have been, of no inferior speculations to men of more leisure and
rank, who have thought very differently | experience, and proceed to matters bet-
of its value and utility. On this deli- | ter adapted to my capacity and infor-
cate subject I will frankly confess my | mation.
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CHAPTER III.

Commencement of the War in 1779 between Great Britain and Spain—State of the Garrison
of Gibraltar at that period—Ambiguous conduet of the Spaniards—Enemy encamp before
the Garrison—Form a Blockade--Many Inhabitants leave the Place—Motions of the Enemy
—Erect additional Batteries in their Lines—Fired upon from the Garrison—~Continue their
Operations—Loss_of the Peace and Plenty Privateer—Provisions extremely scarce in the
Garrison - Spirited behaviour of the Buek Cutter Privateer—Deseription of the Straits—
Fidelity of a Moor —Great Distress in the Garrison—Relieved by some fortunate Oceurrences
—Arrival of Sir George Rodpey and the British Fleet—Tetuan—Anecdote of Prinee Wil-

liam Henry—Ceuta—Departure of the Fleet.

Avtaovucn the Spaniards had been
thrice defeated in their attempts to re-
cover Gibraltar, they continued to view
that garrison with a jealous eye, deter-
mined, if we may judge from their late
conduct, to seize the first eligible op-
rtunity of wresting it, if possible,
E:Jm the dominion of Great Britain.
The war of 1762 was too unexpected
on the part of Spain, and conducted
with too great success by the British
minister, to admit of such an enterprise
as the siege of Gibraltar. The period
was not, however, far distant when the
contest between Great Britain and her
colonies seemed to promise as favour-
able an opportunity as their warmest
wishes could have anticipated; parti-
larly when, in addition to the civil war,
they found hostilities taking place be-
tween Great Britain and France. The
close of the year 1777, when the news of
the convention of Saratoga first arrived
in Europe, was the period which they
embraced to introduce themselves into
the dispute. Hostilities had then been
carried on for near six months between
Great Britain and France : Spain there-
fore judged the opportunity favourable
to offer her mediation, proposing such
an arrangement as she must be assured
would not be agreeable to the prineipal
belligerent powers. Great Britain had
no sooner refused her acquiescence than
the court of Madrid espoused the part
of France; and, on the 16th of June,
1779, the Spanish ambassador, the Mar-

quis d’Almodovar, presented to the
court of London his hostile manifesto.

The principal design of the court of
Madrid, in entering into this war, was
evidently the recovery of Gibraltar.
Before any reply was given by the
British ministry to their proposals for
a pacification, overtures had been pri-
vately made to the Emperor of Mo-
rocco to farm the ports of Tetnan, Tan-
gier, and Larache, by which means
Gibraltar might be cut off from its
principal supplies. This conduetseemed
to argue a confidence that her terms in
the mediation would be refused; and
the considerable dépits of military
stores which were collected in her arse-
nals undoubtedly peinted out that the
siege of that garrison was her first and
immediate object. On the 21st of June,
1779, the communication between Spain
and Gibraltar was closed, by an order
from Madrid.

Two days previous to this event Ge-
neral Eliott, the governor, accompanied
by many field-officers of the ison,
paid a visit to General Mendoza, the
eommandant of the Spanish lines, to
congratulate him on his promotion.
Their reception at St. Roque was far
from agreeable; and it was remarked
that the Spanish general appeared em-
barrassed during their stay,which might
proceed from his knowledge of what
was to follow. , The visit was short,
and the governor had scarcely returned
to the garrison when Mr. Logie, his
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Mnjess;‘s consul in Barbary, arrived
from Tangier, in a Swedish frigate,
with certain intelligence of the intended
rupture between Great Britain and
Spain. Mr, Logie’s information pro-
ceeded from a Swedish brig, which on
her pa.ssa%‘e to Tangier had fallen in
with the French fleet, of about 28 sail
of the line, off Cape Finisterre, when
the master being ordered on board the
Admiral, M. d’Orvilliers, he learned
that the{ahad been cruising for some
time in that latitude, expecting the junc-
tion of the Spanish fleet from Cadiz.
From the amicable assurances held out
by the Spaniards, we could not persuade
ourselves in the garrison that a rupture
was 50 near; but the mail from the gar-
rison being refused on the 21st of June,

and being acquainted at the same time
that the intercourse between Gibraltar
and the neighbourhood was no longer
tobe permitted, we had sufficient con-
firmation of Mr. Logie’s intelligenee.
We afterwards learned that the courier
who brought from Madrid the order to
shut up the communication, had been
detained by accidents on the road;
otherwise it was not impossible that he
might have arrived during General
Eliott’s visit at St. Roque.

As the fortress of Gibraltar after this
event beeame a little world of itself, it
may not be unacceptable to commenee
the history of the siege with a state of
the troops in garrison at that tﬁeriod.
and the commanding officers of the dif-

ferent corps.

General G. A. Eliott, Governor.
Lientenant-General R. Boyd, Lieutenant-Governor.
Major-General de la Motte, commanding the Hanoverian Brigade.

Rank &

O Staff. S, D. File.
Artillery . 25 0 17 15 428 Col. Godwin, Command. of Artill.
12th Regiment . 26 3 29 22 519 Lieut.-Col. Trigge.
39th Y 5 3 25 4 29 22 506 Major Kellet
56th " . 23 4 30 22  5U8 Major Fancourt.
58th o . 25 38 29 22 526 Lieut.-Col. Cuchrane.
72nd, or R. M. V, . 29 4 47 22 944 Lient.-Qul. Gledstanes.
5 ¢ (Hardenberg's . D | A 14 367 Lieut-Col. Hugo.
f,,g_{ Reden’s ‘. . 15 12 42 14 361 Lieut.-Col. Dachenhausen,
Et | De la Mn:..'l.e'u() 17 16 42 14 367 Lieut. Cul. Sclippergill.
ngineers, with a Com- 2
pany of Artificers } 8 0 6 2 106 Colonel Green, Chief Engineer.
Total . 209 59 313 169 4632—making an army of 5382 men.

On the communication being closed,
a council of war was immediately sum-
moned, to advise concerning the mea-
sures to be pursued on the occasion.
Preparations had been privately made
for the defence of the garrison, when
intelligence was first received of the
probability of a war. The objeects,
therefore, at this time to be cousidered
were, how to procure constant supplies
of provisions from Barbary, and in
what manner the correspondence be-
tween England and Gibraltar was to
be conducted. Mr. Logie’s presence
in Barbary was very essential to both
these points: he consequently returned
to Tangier on the 22nd, having con-
certed with the governor proper sig-
nals, by which he might communicate
intelligence across the Straits. Admiral
Duff also, on the 22nd, removed the
men-of-war under his command from

their usual anchorage, off Waterport
(where they were liable to be annoyed
by the enemy’s forts), to the southward,
off the New mole. His force at that
time consisted of the Panther, of 60
guns, Captain Harvey, on board of
which was the flag; three frigates, two
of which were on a cruise ; and a sloop
of war.

It is natural to suppose that the gar-
rison were not a little alarmed at this
unexpected procedure of the Spaniards.
The mnorthern guards were reinforced,
and the pickets cautioned to be alert,
in case of alarm. Landport barriers
were shut, and an artillery officer or-
dered to Willis’s batteries, to observe
the movements of the enemy, and pro-
tect the Devil's-tower guard, which
was ordered to be very circumspect
and vigilanf, 3

Whilst the friendly intercourse sub-
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sisted between the garrison and -the
neighbourhood, several British families
and officers had permission to reside at
St. Roque, Los Varios, and other small
villages a few miles distant ; but imme-
diately on the communication being
closed, General Mendoza sent them
peremptory orders to remove ; and the
time limited for their departure was so
short, that some of them were obliged
to leave most of their effects behind.
Those officers whose curiosity had led
them into the interior parts of the
country were positively refused liberty
to return to the garrison; they were
therefore conducted to Cadiz, and had
ports granted them to leave the
ingdom by other routes. Col. Ross
and Capt. Vignoles of the 39th, with
Capt. Lefanue of the 56th, neverthe-
less contrived to join their corps, by
assuming disguises, and risking the
passage in a row-boat from Faro (a
port in Portugal) to Gibraltar : others
also att'.etglipt,ed, but unfortunately were
intercepted in their voyage.

The Childers sloop of war, on the
24th, brought in two prizes from the
west, one of which (an American)
Capt. Peacock captured in the midst of
the Spanish fleet, then at sea. The
conduct of the Spaniards on this ocea-
sion was extremely ambiguous. Every
circumstance that fell under our own
immediate observation convinced us
that they now intended hostilities
against Great Britain; and from Mr.
Logie’s intelligence we had every cause
to think that this fleet was out to join
the French admiral. Their permitting
our cruisers, therefore, to capture a
friend (as they might then call the
Americans), under the protection of
their fleet, we must either consider as
a finesse, or suppose that they had not
received orders to act offensively. The
Childers left two of our frigates watch-
ing the motions of the Spanish fleet.
It was somewhat singular that a Mr.
Suasé (an American major, who had
been prisoner in the garrison a little
time before; along with others of his
countrymen, but had made his escape),
and two deserters from Gibmlpt:r,
should be recognised through their dis-
guises, on board the American prize,

The major was remanded to his old
confinement in the Navy Hospital, and
the latter were punished according to
their deserts.

Though the motions of the enemy
did not indicate any immediate design
of attacking the garrison, and the clos-
ing of the communication might be
only in consequence of hostilities hav-
ing commenced between Great Britain
and Spain, yet our intelligence, and
their late deceitful conduct, gave us
great reason to suppose that they in-
tended some attempt on Gibraltar,
Dépits of earth, &c. were therefore
collected in various places; empty hi
heads and casks were bought from the
inhabitants, for the purpose of filling
them with earth, to strengthen and re-
pair the fortifications; and other pre-
cautions were taken for the defence of
the place. On the other hand, the
enemy employed what troops they had
then on duty, in the lines and neigh-
bourhood, in drawing down cannon
from St. Roque, &e. to animate the
forts (in which few ordnance were
mounted during the peace), and in ar-
ranging matters to strengthen and sup-
port their posts.

In the beginning of July, the Enter-
prise frigate, Sir Thomas Rich, Bart.,
returned with a fleet of small craft,
laden with live-stock and fruit, from
Tangier; in consequence of which,
fourteen days’ fresh provisions were is-
sued to the troops. The engineers
continued preparing materials in their
departments, towards completing the
works of the garrison; for which pur-
pose strong parties from the line were
granted them daily, under the com-
mand of overseers. About 300 Jews
and Genoese were also employed in
levelling heaps of sand, near the gar-
dens, on the neutral und, in order
that, if the enemy should approach,
they might not receive any protection
and cover from our lower batteries.
The pickets of the garrison were
ready, on the d parade, to su
port these pamge:ninp:nse they
been molested ; but though ~ they
were at work within half musket-
shot of the enemy’s advanced
in the Micquelet huts, yet not the
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least attempt was made to disturb
them.

On the 3rd of July a detachment of
about 180 men from the British line
was ordered to join the artillery, to be
taught the practice of the great guns.
The artillery in garrison were only
five companies; a number not ade-
quate to the different duties in case
of a siege: this reinforcement was
therefore added, and proved after-
wards of great service in that depart-
ment. Three English sailors came in
an open boat, on the 4th, from Cadiz,
and brought intelligence that an em-
bargo was laid on all English vessels
in that port. In the evening we ob-
served the Spaniards relieve the guards
in their lines.

" The Spaniards, in time of peace,
always stationed a regiment of cavalry
at St. Roque, with another regiment
or detachment of infantry at Alge-
ziras; parties from which did duty at
their lines; and no additional body of
troops, or ships of war, had yet a
Eeared near the garrison. On the 5th,
owever, in the afternoou, a Spanish
uadron of two seventy-fours, five
frigates, and other vessels, to the num-
ber of eleven, hove in sight from the
west, and lay-to some time off the
garrison. Whilst they remained in
this situation, the governor thought it
prudent to make some new disposition
of the ordnance at the southward, and
to caution the regiments in the South
barracks, the 12th and 72ud, to be alert.
The captain of Europa guard, who,
before, usually joined at retreat-beat-
ing, was also ordered to his command.
In the afternoon three privateer cut-
ters arrived from the westward. A
schooner, under Portuguese colours,
stood across from the enemy to recon-
noitre the first that came in, and on
her return was fired npon from Eu-
ropa batteries, which was the first
hostile shot from the garrison. The
enemy’s squadron, in the evening, drove
to the eastward; and at night the En-
'lﬁ&l:‘ise frigate arrived from Tetuan
with Mr. ie the consul. In the
interval of this gentleman’s de re
from the garrison, a ship of the em-
peror’s had arrived at Gibraltar to be

repaired ; but Admiral Duff being
backward in granting the stores, the
vernor thought proper to send for
r. Logie to explain to the admiral
the necessity there was of complying
with the emperor’s request. To re-
fuse such trifling assistance at that
important time, he considered might
be productive of serious consequences
to the garrison. The Enterprise fri-
gate accordingly sailed to Tetuan to
bring over the consul. About sunset,
the evening of the 5th, the frigate
left Tetuan to return, and was disco-
vered by the enemy’s squadron, part
of which immediately gave chase.
Sir Thomas Rich, however, from his
superior knowledge of the tides,
escaped, though the wind was con-
trary. When he arrived within view
of the garrison, not making the con-
certed night-signals for fear of being
disoovereg by the pursuers, the officer
at Europa saluted him with several
shot, but fortunately they did not take
effect.
The following day, the 6th of July,
a packet was received from England,
by way of Lisbon and Faro, informing
the governor that hostilities had com-
menced between Great Britain and
Spain. A proclamation in consequence
was published in the evening for cap-
turing all Spanish vessels, &ec., and
letters of marque were granted for
that purpose to the privateers in the
bay. Early on the morning of the
8th, a soldier of Reden’s deserted from
the Devil's-tower guard, and some
time afterwards was followed by a
serjeant of the 39th, who was one of the
overseers attending the inhabitants em-
ployed beyond the gardems. In the
evening General Mendoza, with seve-
ral officers, advanced from the lines
as far as the Micequelet huts, and, after
reconnoitring about an hour, returned.
The Spanish commodore continued
eruising in our neighbourhood till the
8th, when he stood under an easy sail
for the westward. Before they quitted
the Mediterranean they brought-to
a Portnguese schooner, bound from
Tetuan to the garrison, and made very
earnest inquiries coneerning the state
of our provisions. The 9th, the Ame-
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rican prisoners, detained at this time in |
the garrison, were distributed amongst
the privateers; and the following day,
in company with the Childers sloop
of war, they brought in four small
prizes.

Admiral Duff having received in-
telligence that a large fleet of small
vessels was to sail from Malaga with
wine and provisions for the Spanish
grand fleet, the Childers was ordered,
on the 11th, to cruise to the eastward,
and give information, by signal, when
they appeared, with the strength of their
convoy. Whilst she was on the look-
out, her boat gave chase to a settee,
and was fired at from Fort St. Barbara,
which was the first hostile shot from

- the enemy. About eleven o’clock the
signals were made of the expected Spa-
nish convoy being in sight, and soon
after, of their force. Our admiral,
however, only cautioned the navy to
be ready, and went to Windmill-hill
to reconnoitre them personally. About
four in the afternoon the convoy, con-
sisting of about 60 sail of different
burthens, under charge of five xe-
beques, from 20 to 30 guns each, were
abreast of Europa Point. The priva-
teers which had accompanied the Chil-
ders in the morning, were then towing
in a prize taken from the midst of their
fleet; and they, as well as the Chil-
ders, kept up a smart running fire on
the Spanish commodore; which was
seconded at the same time from the

rrison batteries at Europa Point and
ﬂu'opa Advance. The Panther (the
admiral’s ship, with the flag on board)
and the Enterprise were still at an-
chor; but at sunset Sir Thomas Rich
had permission to slip, and the Panther
soon after got under way. On the
appearance of the frigate the enemy
were confused, and instantly steered
for Ceuta. The Childers and priva-
teers pursued, followed by the frigate,
and soon after by the Panther. Night
was now advancing apace, and in a
short time we lost sight of the ships.
A few broadsides now and then gave
us hopes that our friends had come
up with them; and we could not help
flattering ourselves, from the inferior
force of the convoy, that daylight

would exhibit the majority of them in
our possession. In the morning, how-
ever, we discovered the admiral stand-
ing towards the bay with five or six
small prizes, and not one other of the
enemy in sight: whence we con-
cluded that they had worked back to
their own coast, or escaped through
the Straits in the night whilst our
ships were off Ceuta. We afterwards
learned that the squadron which ap-
peared on the 5th was sent to convoy
this valuable fleet past Gibraltar, lest
the British admiral should intercept
them, and prevent their grand fleet
from receiving these much wanted
supplies; but the convoy being by
some unforeseen delays detained, the
Spanish commodore quitted the station-
on the 8th.

Two line-of-battle ships were ob-
served cruising behind the rock on the
13th, and at night they went into Ceuta.
The 16th the enemy blocked up the
port with a squadron of men-of-war,
consisting of two seventy-fours, two
frigates, five xebeques, and a number
of galleys, half-galleys, and armed set-
tees: they ancho in the bay, off
Algeziras, and being judiciously ar-
ranged, and keeping a vigilant look-
out, the garrison became closely block-
aded. This was the first motion of
the ‘enemy that discovered any direct
intentions of distressing or aftackin
Gibraltar. At night Waterport guarg
was reinforced with a captain and ten
privates. Till the 18th of this month
nothing material occurred, when a
small convoy of settees, &c. arrived at
the Orange-grove, laden with military
stores, which the enemy began soon
afterwards to disembark.

Mr. Logie having prevailed on the
admiral to grant the stores nec
for repairing the emperor’s ship, and
his presence in Barbary being abso-
lutely necessary, as well to procure pro-
visions as to conduct the correspondence
between Great Britain and the gar-
rison, he returned on the 19th, on
board a Moorish row-galley, which had
arrived from the émperor with dis-
patches relative to the ship under re-
pair. The galley was interrupted in
her return by the enemy’s cruisers, and
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detained from seven in the morning
till five in the afternoon, when she
was permitted to proceed to Tangier.
During the embargo Mr. Logie was
concealed in a small scuttle, down the
run of the galley, having previously
made up the governor’s dispatches, and
concerted signals, in a loaf, which was
entrusted to a Moor, to be delivered at
Mr. Logie’s house in Tangier, in case
he himself should be discovered, with
an order for the Moor to receive a gra-
tuity if he delivered it safe.

Early in the morning of the 20th a
Portuguese boat arrived with fowls and
charcoal from Tangier. Another, at-
tempting to come in, was taken by a
half.galley, and carried to Algeziras.
Sixty pounds of fresh beef were de-
livered the same day to each regiment
for the use of the officers ; the artillery
and engineers received in proportion,
and the navy were included in this dis-
tribution. The following day orders
were issued for the troops to mount
guard with their hair unpowdered; a
circumstance trifling in appearance, but
which our situation afterwards proved
to be of great importance, and which
evineed our governor’s great attention
and prudent foresight in the manage-
ment of the stores.

So superior a naval force as the
enemy now had in our neighbourhood
alarmed Admiral Duff, who was ap-
prehensive that they would make some
attempts on the king’s ships. Signals
were therefore agreed upon between
the fleet and the garrison, that in case
the enemy should make an attack in
the night, the latter might afford the
ships every assistance and protection.
Three lights in a triangle were fixed
upon by the navy, to distinguish them
from the enemy. The 22nd the navy
manned their boats, and captured a
settee, within a short distance of the
enemy’s xebeques: she proved of little
value, but the exploit reflected great
credit on the party employed. The
same day arrived a boat with cattle,
&e. from Tangier. In the course of
the 22nd several officers, attended by a
party of men, were observed tracing
out ground on the plain below St.
Roque, apparently for a camp; and it

was remarked that the Micquelets in
the advanced huts on the neutral ground
were relieved by regular troops. These
Micquelets are of the same description
with our revenue officers, and were
stationed to prevent the smuggling of
tobacco from the garrison into Spain.

A Portuguese boat, with letters, ar-
rived early in the morning of the 24th;
also a schooner with chareoal and fruit
from Tangier. Between 200 and 300
men landed the same day at the Orange-
grove, with an intention, as we con-
Jectured, of taking charge of the stores
which the enemy were disembarking
there. The 25th they pitched a tent on
the plain for the working party em-
ployed in clearing the D X
should have mentioned, that on the
12th a Hanoverian soldier deserted,
and this day two of the same brigade
followed his example. The enemy, on
the 26th, began to form a camp on the
plain below St. Roque, about half a
mile from Point Mala, and three miles
from the garrison. Fifty tents were
pitched, and a detachment of cavalry
and infantry scon after took possession.
The same day the Illerim, a Swedish
frigate, which had been in the ba
some weeks before, arrived, thougg
opposed by the enemy. The Swedish
captain politely bronght-to on their
firing 2 gun; but being told he must
not anchor under the walls of the gar-
rison, he resumed his course, telling
them he must go to Gibraltar, and they
should not prevent him. Some shots
were exchanged, but none took effect.

The Spanish camp being daily re-
inforced with additional regiments of
cavalry and infantry, and large parties
being still employed in landing ord-
nance and military stores at Point
Mala, the governor thonght proper, on
the 29th, to establish the following
staff officers, namely, Captains, Val-
lotton, of the 56th regiment—Patterson,
of the artillery—Forch, of the 12th
regiment, and Eveleigh, of the en-
gineers, to be aides-de-camp to himself,
as commander-in-chief; Captain Wil-
son and Lieutenant Buckeridge, of the
39th regiment, aides-de-camp to Lien-
tenant-Gen. Boyd; Lieutenant Wein-
zey, of the Hanoverian Brigade, aide-
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de-camp to Major-Gen. de la Motte;
Major Hardy, of the 56th regiment,
quartermaster-general ; Captain Hors-
burgh, of the 39th regiment, who was
town-major, adjutant-general; Captain
Burke, of the 58th regiment, town-
major; and Lieutenant 8. Wood, of the
56th regiment, assistant town-major.
At the same time all the horses, except
those belonging to field and staff-offi-
cers, were ordered to be turned out of
the garrison, unless the owners, on in-
spection, had 1000 lbs. of feed for each
horse ; and, to enforce the latter order
by example, the governor directed that
one of his own horses should be shot.

In the afternoon of the 30th, one of
the enemy’s xebeques manned her
yards, and fired a salute, Immediately
afterwards we observed she had hoisted
a flag at the mizen top-mast head,
instead of a broad pendant ; from which
ceremony we concluded that the naval
commandant had been promoted, or
that he was superseded by an admiral.

In the begiuning of August, the
corps in garrison were ordered to give
in returns of their best marksmen, and
also of those men who had ever been
employed in making fascines. Those
officers unmarried, or without families,
who drew double rations for two com-
missions, were ordered at the same
time to draw rations only for one com-
mission. Two Dutchmen came in on
the 2nd, unperceived by the enemy’s
cruisers, laden with rice and dried
fruits: the rice, and a part of the fruit,
the governor purchased, for the use of
the troops. The enemy’s camp by this
time was considerably increased, and
we numbered 26 cannon behind the
fort at Point Mala.

A Venetian arrived on the 5th,
though fired at by the enemy. She
(with the Dutchmen) remained no
longer than was necessary to take on
board some of the inhabitants, who, ap-~
gerehensive that the garrison would be

sieged, thought it eligible to seck an
asylam in time. Ipdeed about this
time scarcely a boat or vessel left the
port without being crowded with Jews
or Genoese, who preferred a residence
in Barbary, or Portugal, to remaining
in Gibraltar, where the necessaries of

life became every day more scarce.
Early on the 6th came in a Portuguese
schooner, from Tangier, with 44 bul-
locks, 27 sheep, and a few fowls; and
two days following, another arrived
with onions, fruit, and eggs: the latter
brought letters for the governor, but
no news from England. From this
day nothing material oceurred till the
10th, when the enemy’s cruisers cap-
tured a boat belonging to the garrison.

As affairs began to wear a more se-
rious aspect, a general activity rei‘f'ned
throughout the garrison, promoted not
a little by the example of the governor,
who was usually present when the
workmen paraded at dawn of day. The
engineers were busily employed in put-
ting the works at Willis’s in the best
repair, and in erecting new batteries on
the heights of the north front. A con-
siderable extent of ground above the
town was cleared and levelled, to en-
camp the different regiments, in case
the enemy should fire upon the town.
Parties were likewise detached to col-
lect shrubs, &e., from the face of the
hill, for fascines; and the artillery
were daily engaged in completing the
expense m ines with powder, rang-
ing the diEerent ordnance, and pre-

ing everything for immediate use
in their de nt. The navy were
not less diligent. A mnew battery for
22 guns was begun in the Navy Yard,
as a resource in case the enemy’s ope-
rations should make it necessary to lay
up the ships; and the stores were re-
moved from the New_ mole to the
Navy hospital.

Towards the middle of August, the
motions of the enemy were no longer
mysterious ; every succeeding day con-
firmed us in the opinion that their
object was to distress the garrison as
much as possible. The blockade be-
came more strict and severe, their army
was in force before the place, and their
present plan seemed to be to reduce
Gibraltar by famine. Our stock of
provisions, they concluded, was small :
and their squadron under Admiral
Barcelo, who commanded in the bay,
could prevent succours being thrown in
by neutral vessels; whilst their grand
fleet, united with that of France, would
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be superior to any which Great Britain
could equip, in her then critical situa-
tion. This scheme, every circumstance
considered, was specious; and, had not
the garrison fortunately received a sup-
ply of provisions, &e., in April, 1779,
the troops undoubtedly would have
been reduced to the greatest distress,
and the place might probably have
been in imminent danger, before the
ministry could dispatch a fleet to its
relief. The situation of the garrison
was becoming every day more interest-
ing: only forty head of cattle were
now in the place; and from the vigi-
lance of the enemy, there was little
prospect of constant supplies from Bar-
bary : two bullocks were ordered,
therefore, to be killed daily for the use
of the sick. The inhabitants had been
warned in time to provide against the
calamities which now impended: the
standing orders of the garrison speci-
fied, that every inhabitant, even in time
of peace, should have in store six
months’ provisions; yet by far the
greater number had neglected this pre-
caution. These unfortunate people, as
they could not expect to be supplied
from the garrison stores, were in
neral compelled to seek subsistence by
quitting the place; some, however,
were induced to weather out the storm
by the property they had in the garri-
son, which was probably their all, and
which they could not remove with
themselves. Those of this description,
on application, obtained leave to erect
en huts and sheds at the south-
ward, above the Navy Hospital, whi-
ther they began to remove their valu-
able effects, &c., that they might be se-
cure from the annoyance of the enemy,
in case the town should be bombarded.
Fifteen or sixteen covered carts, on
. the 15th, arrived at the enemy’s camp,
and unloaded timber, planks, &c., at
their laboratory tents. They continued
landing stores on the beach, which em-
ployed a great number of carts to con-
vey them to their dépits; and at night
we generally observed a number of
lights, and frequently heard a noise like
that of men employed on some labo-
rious duty: this might proceed from
ing cannon, as we observed, on

the 17th, they had animated all the em-
brasures in lgort St. Philip.

Ea;alg on the 17th, the enemg at-
tempted to cut ont a polacre, which was
anchored off the Old mole; but retired
on a gun being fired at them from the
garrison. The small craft, after this
circumstance, removed to the New
mole, as the men-of-war had done some
time before. The 18th, in the morn-
ing, two parties of workmen came from
the camp, and were employed at Forts
St. Philip and St. Barbara: covered
carts continued constantly going from
Point Mala to the laboratory tents, sup-
posed to be laden with shot. The fol-
lowing morning a Spaniard came in an
open boat to Waterport, with onions
and fruit, having a pass for Ceuta: he
was examined by the quartermaster-
general, and allowed to sell his cargo
and purchase tobacco, but was not per-
mitted to land: at night he was ordered
to return, which he did about eight
o’clock. He informed us the camp con-
sisted of between 5000 and 6000 men,
which were to be immediately com-
pleted to 15,000. The 20th, the enemy
formed a new camp, to the left of the
stone quarry, under the Queen of Spain’s
Chair: we imagined it to be intended
for the Catalonian troops, as they are
usually encamped separate from the
rest of the Spanish forces. The same
day our marksmeu were embodied into
a ‘company of two non-commissioned
officers and 64 men ; and the command
was given to Lieutenant Burleigh, of
the 39th regiment.

The enemy, on the 21st, had more
men than usual employed in making
fascines: they likewise were very bus
in piling shot, and had a party at wor
in the covered way of Fort St. Philip.
A number of ecarts daily brought shot
(as we imagined) to the lines, particu-
larly to Fort St. Barbara. The 23rd,
the corps of engineers were formed
into three divisions, and several officers
of the line appointed to join them as
assistant engineers and overseers. The
same day some experiments were made
with red-hot shot: this practice was
contirued on the 25th, when some car-
casses were also thrown, and much
approved. The 27th, we observed a
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fascine-work begun upon the glacis,
north of Fort St. Philip, which after-
wards proved to be a mortar battery.
A great number of carts continued to
be employed in the enemy’s camp, and
vast quantities of stores were constantly
landing beyond Point Mala. In the
course of the 30th, the Childers and
an armed schooner attempted to cut off
two half-galleys becalmed in the bay;
but the enemy’s xebeques, getting under
way, obliged them to desist. At night
upwards of 80 covered carts came down
to the enemy’s lines.

From the time the enemy first ap-
peared encamped before the garrison,
troops had been continually joining
them from all quarters. Their camp
consisted of two lines (independent of
the Catalonians), extending rom Point
Mala, in an oblique direction, into the
country, towards the Queen of Spain’s
Chair. The streets were in a direction
nearly 'Farallel to the bottom of the
bay. he guards in their lines and
advanced posts were, as the camp in-
creased, proportionably reinforced ; but
no act of hostility had yet taken place
in that quarter, though the governor
continned the garrison-guard at the
Devil’s-tower. Their forts were re-
paired and put in the best order of de-
fence. Laboratory tents for the artil-
lery were pitched in front of their
camp, and magazines erected for mili-

stores, which were frequently

1 bmgﬁht by fleets of small craft, con-

voyed by men-of-war from Cadiz, Ma-

laga, and other ports in the neighbour-
hood.

On the 5th of September a soldier
of Hardenberg’s deserted from a work-
ing party employed in scarping the
rock, under the lines. He was fired
upon from Willis's, but got off. © Be-
sides the party engaged in rendering
the lines inaccessible, our engineers
were daily strengthening them with
palisades, &e. Traverses were also
erected along the covered way, grand
battery, and line-wall above Water-
port, where a strong boom of masts
awas laid, from Old mole head to the
foot of Landport glacis. About this
time the regiments began to practise
grenade exercise. The day on which

the Hanoverian deserted, a Moorish
galley came over from Algeziras,
where she* had been detained ten
days. The crew reported that the
Spanish camp was very sickly. It is
supposed this vessel came to order
home the ship which had been some
time repairing in the New mole, as the
following day both of them left the
garrison for Tangier: a xebeque, how-
ever, speaking them off Cabrita Point,
the Moors were conducted to the Spa-
nish admiral.

The enemy’s workmen in the lines
appeared at this time to be about 500.
They were principally engaged in fill-
ing up with sand the north part of the
ditch of Fort St. Philip, completin
the mortar battery before mentioned,
and raising the crest of the glacis of
their lines in different places. From
the noise often heard during the night,
and the number of lights seen, we
judged that they worked without in-
termission. T'wo waggons, drawn each
by 12 mules or horses, arrived at the
lines on the 8th, which we conjectured
brought fixed ammunition. The 11th,
we observed that they had begun several
fascine-works on the crest of their lines,
apparently for mortar batteries; and

raised several traverses for the
protection of their guard-houses. Wag-
ms and carts continued bringing
ascines and other materials to the lines
from the camp., The same day, a row-
boat, fitted out by the Jews, brought
in a Dutch dogger laden with wheat :
a very valuable supply in our sifu-
ation.

The operations of the enemy now
began to engage our attention. They
bad been permitted to pass and repass
unmolested for some time; but the
governor did not think it prudent to
allow them to proceed any longer with
impunity. A council of war was con-
sequently summoned on the 11th, to
confer on the measures to be pursued.
The council consisted of the following
officers :— The governor, the lieutenant-
governor, Vice-admiral Duff, Major-

eneral de la Motte; Colonels Ross,
reen, and Godwin; with Sir Thomas
Rich, Bart. In the evening it was re-
ported that their opinion was not to
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open on the enemy whilst they conti-
nued within their I{nes: but thizymmour
was only })mpagated to deceive the
rrison ; for on the succeeding morn-
ing, being Sunday the 12th of Septem-
ber, the artillery officers were ordered
to the batteries on the heights; and the
Devil’s Tower guard being withdrawn,
the governor opened on the enemy
from Green’s Lodge (a battery made
since the blockade commen , Wil-
lis's and Queen Charlotte’s batteries.
Their advanced gunards in the Micque-
let huts, and in the stone guard-houses,
were in a short time compelled to re-
tire, and the workmen assembled in
the lines obliged to disperse. The co-
vered waggons returned to the camp
without depositing their ladings; and
so general a panic seized the enemy at
this unexpected attack, that their ca-
valry galloped off towards the camp,
and for some hours scarce a person
was to be seen within the range of our
The forts were too distant to be
materially damaged; and the gover-
nor’s intention being only to disturb
their workmen, the firing after a few
hours slackened, and a shot was only
discharged as the enemy presented
themselves. A brass in the Queen’s
battery (Willis’s) run with eight
rounds,

The mortar batteries that had been
discovered in the enemy’s lines, some
few days previous to our firing, had
caused no small alarm amongst the in-
habitants; those, therefore,who had huts

in Hnrdly Town, at the southward, im-
mediately removed their most valuable
effects, fully convinced that the Spa-

niards at night would return the fire.
That the duty of the batteries might
be performed with spirit, in case the
enemy persisted in carrying on thejir
works, a captain, 3 subalterns, and
52 men of the artillery, were ordered
to take in charge Green’s Lodge,
Willis’s, and other batteries on the
heights. The firing was continued the
subsequent days, as circumstances di-
rected. The 16th, our artillery made
three attempts to reach the enemy’s
laboratory tents, or artillery park (as
henceforward they will be called), from
a sea-mortar at Willis’s, The first and

second shell burst immediately on
leaving the mortar; the third went its
range, but fell a little short of the
fascine park. The artillery at this pe-
riod used the old shells, the fuses of
which were in general faulty; and
this was the cause that the experiment
did not answer on the first and second
trials. We observed, the same day,
that the Spaniards had pitched some
additional tents a little beyond Point
Mala : they also began to erect a pier,
or wharf, for the convenience of land-
ing their stores and supplies.

Whilst the governor kept a watchful
eye on the enemy’s operations, mo-
lesting their workmen as much as
possible from Willis’s, proper precaun-
tions were taken in the town to ren-
der a bombardment less distressing,
in case they retaliated, which, indee:
their preparations gave wus reason
to think would not be long deferred.
The pavement of the streets, in the
north part of the town, was ploughed
up; the towers of the most conspicu-
ous buildings were taken down, and
traverses raised in different places, to
render the communications more se-
cure. The enemy appeared to bear
our fire very patiently in their lines:
their parties continued working on the
mortar batteries; the stone sentry-
boxes were pulled down, and the
guard-houses unroofed; a boyau, or
covered way, was likewise begun, to
make a safe communication from the
lines to their camp.

Our firing was still continued ; but
their parties were at too considerable a
distance (being near a mile) to be mate-
rially annoyed by our shot; and the
works being surrounded with sand, the
large shells sunk so d that the
splinters seldom rose to the surface.

n experiment was therefore recom-
mended by Captain (now Major) Mer-
cier, of the 39th regiment, namély, to
fire out of guns 53-inch shells, with short
fuses ; which were tried on the 25th,and
found to answer extremely well. These
small shells, according to Captain
Mercier’s method, were thrown with
such precision, and the fuses cut by
caleulation with such exactness, that
the shell often burst over their heads,

D
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and wounded them before they could
get under cover. This mode* of an-
noyance was eligible on several other
accounts: less powder was used, and
the enemy were more seriously mo-
lested ; the former was an advantage
of no small consequence, since it en-
abled the governor to reserve, at this
period, what might be probably ex-
pended to the greater benefit of the
service on a future occasion. It will
also account for the extraordinary
number of  shells which were dis-
charged from the garrison.

In the afternoon of the 26th a sol-
dier of the 72nd regiment deserted
from a working party out at Landport.
He took refuge behind one of the Mic-
quelet huts, and, notwithstanding our
endeavours to dislodge him, remained
there till night, when it is imagined he
proceeded to the lines. Our firing was
now very trifling. The enemy con-
tinued making additions to their boyau
and the works in the lines; but the
latter were chiefly done in the mnight.
Indeed, since our firing, their operations
within our reach had been principall
carried on during the night, at whicﬂ
time, or very late in the evening, they
also relieved their guards.

In the beginning of October, the
enemy’s army, according to our intel-
ligence, consisted of sixteen battalions
of infantry, and twelve squadrons of
horse, which, if the regiments were com-
plete, would amount to about 14,000
men. Lientenant-General Don Mar-
tin Alvarez de Sota Mayor was com-
mander-in-chief. We continued our
fire, varying as objects presented them-
selves.

The great command we had over
the enemy's operations from Green’s
Lodge, induced the engineers to mount
still higher, and endeavour to erect
a battery on the summit of the north-
ern front of the rock: a place there-
fore was levelled, and a road for
wheeled carriages be at Middle-
hill. The 4th, a soldier of the 58th
attempted to desert from Middle-hill

* The enemy, we were informed, attempted
this practice, l);ut never could bring it to per-
fection.

guard, but was dashed to pieces in
his descent. The artillery were too
impatient to have a gun mounted on
the summit of the rock, to wait till the
new road was finished : they accord-
ingly determined to drag a twenty-four
pounder up the steep craggy face of
the rock ; and in a few days, with great
difficulty and prodigious exertions,
they were so successful as to get it to
the top. The 9th, a party of the navy
attempted to cut off two Spanish pola-
cres, becalmed between Algeziras and
their camp. Our seamen spiritedly
boarded one, and were on their return
with the other, when two galleys from
Point Mala gave chase, maintaining a
smart and well-directed fire as they
advanced, and gained so considerably
on the prizes that the captors were re-
luctantly obliged to quit them, and
betake themselves to their boats. The
Childers sloop-of-war was ordered out
to protect them, and fortunately was in
time to stop the progress of the galleys.
The tiller of one of our barges was
carried away by a shot, but no other
damage was received.

The platform on the summit of the
rock was completed on the 12th; and,
the gun being mounted, the succeeding
day we saluted the enemy's forts with a
few rounds of shot and shells. This gun
was mounted on a traversing carriage,
and was distinguished by the name of
the Rock Gun. From that post we had
nearly a bird’s-eye view of the enemy’s
lines, and, with tze assistance of glasses,
could distinetly observe every operation
in their camp. In the afternoon of the
16th a servant of Mr. Davies (the agent-
victualler of the garrison), under pre-
tence of looking for a strayed goat,
obtained leave to pass Landport bar-
rier, and immediately went over to the
enemy. The desertion of this man
gave us some concern, as probably, to
ensure a favourable reception, he might
have taken with him some memoran-
dums of the state of our provisions.

The enemy’s parties had not been
remarkably active in the beginning of
the month; but about the 17th and
18th, their workmen in the lines were
more numerous than usual, which
produced a more animated fire fromy
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our batteries. As our artillery by this
time were accustomed to fire from

heights, the small shells did consider-
able execution amongst their workmen,
many of whom we observed were car-
ried off. On the evening of the 19th,
the governor was at Willis's, to see an
experiment of a light ball, invented by
Lieutenant Whitham, of the artillery.
It was made of lead, and, when filled
with composition, weighed 14 1bs. 10 oz.
This ball, with 41bs. of powder, was
fired at six degrees of elevation, out of
a thirty-two pounder, upon the glacis
of their lines: it burnt well ; and the
experiment would have been repeated,
had not a thick fog suddenly arisen.
The governor was at Willis’s the sue-
eeeding morning, to see a second ; when,
the fog being totally dispersed, the
light ball answered his expectation.
The enemy, during the night, had been
uncommonly noisy ; but when the light
balls were fired, no parties were dis-
covered at work. Nevertheless, at day-
break, to our great surprise we observed
35 embrasures opened in their lines,
forming three batteries ; two of 14 each,
bearing on our lines and Willis’s, and
one of 7, apparently for, the town and
Waterport. They were cut through
the parapet of their glacis, and situated
between the barrier of the lines and
Fort St. Philip. The embrasures were
all masked, and many of the merlons
were in an unfinished state: the gover-
nor ordered the artillery to direct their
fire on these works, and on the seven-
gn battery in particular, where they

d a party finishing what was left im-
perfeet in the night.*  In the afternoon,
a Venetian was brought-to by a gun
from Europa, and came in: two gal-
leys attempted to cut her off, but ift
vain.

Our workmen now became exceed-
ingly diligent; new communications
and works were raised in the lines,
which were reinforced at night, with a
subaltern and 43 men ; the alarm-posts
of the regiments were also changed,

* From the distance of these batteries, we
did not imagine they would ever materially
injure the garrison: but the cannonade and
bombardment of 1781 inced us of our

and other arrangements took place. On
the night of the 20th, we imagined,
from the noise in the enemy’s lines, that
their carpenters ‘were platforming the
new Dbatteries, the merlons of which
they had cased and capped with fas-
cines. Their boyan now extended from
the faseine park, almost to the barrier
of the lines. The 23rd, a prize settee,
laden with rice, was sent in from the
eastward : she was taken by a privateer
belonging to Mr. Anderson, of the gar-
rison, the captain of which thought the
cargo would be useful to the inhabit-
ants; and indeed this supply was truly
seasonable. No vessel or boat had ar-
rived for six weeks (excepting the Ve-
netian, on the 20th instant), and every
article in the garrison began to sell at
a most exorbitant price: this trifling
addition of provisiens was therefore
well received by the miserable Jews
and Genoese, thongh the rice sold for
21 dollars 6 reals per ewt., which, at
40d. sterling the dollar, is 3L 12s. 6d.
The enemy’s artillery, on the 26th,
decamped from their old ground, before
the right wing of their front line; and
took post near the Catalonians, where
they were reinforced with a detach-
ment that had lately joined. The follow-
ing night, the Dutch dogger, which had
brought us the supply of wheat some
weeks before, sailed for Malaga: she
took 73 Genoese and Spanish passen-
gers. The next day our artillery got
up to Middle-hill two twenty-four
pounders, to be in readiness for a new
battery, which was erecting below
the rock gun.  Another twenty-four-
pounder was taken to the same place,
on the morning of the 25th. Our firing
still continued, as the enemy’s parties
were daily bringing down timber and
other materials for their new batteries.
The 30th, an English privateer,
called the Peace and Plenty, 18 six
pounders, M¢Kenzie master, at-
tempting to get in from the eastward,
ran ashore half-way between Fort Bar-
bara and the Devil’s Tower. Some of
the crew came on shore on the neutral
ground; the remainder, with the mas-
ter, were brought off by the admiral’s
boats : and on the might of the 3lst,
she was burnt. As there was some-
™ 9
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thing extraordinary and unaccountable
. in the circumstances attending the loss
of this vessel, I cannot resist the temp-
tation of relating them more at large.
In the morning she was bearing down
under a fine sail and leading wind,
for Europa advanced guard, as two
xebeques were cruising off Europa
Point. One of the xebeques, abput
nine, got within shot of her: a few
rounds were exchanged, and the priva-
teer was apparently resolved to fight
her way in; but on a sudden she al-
tered her course, and ran ashore under
the enemy’s guns, about 400 or 500
yards from the garrison. The boatswain
was killed, and several others wounded
from the fort, before our boats arrived
to their relief.

Towards the conclusion of the month,
the small-pox was discovered in the
garrison, amongst the Jews. The go-
vernor, apprehensive that it might
spread amongst the troops, and be at-
tended with dangerous consequences,
ordered those who had never been
affected with that disorder, to be quar-
tered at the sonthward till the infection
should disappear ; and every precaution
was taken to prevent its communicating.
In the evening of the 31st, the new bat-
tery below the rock gun was finished :
it mounted four twenty-four pounders,
and was called the Royal battery.

November was not introduced by
any remarkable event. The fire from
our batteries was variable, as their
workmen were employed. Consider-
able deposits of fascines, with planks
and pieces of timber, were formed in
the Spanish lines; and other parts of
their glacis were raised with fascines
and sand for additional mortar bat-
teries: The 3rd, the enemy began to
form merlons at Fort Tonara, on the
eastern shore, which, joined with the
circumstances of their erecting two fas-
cine batteries on the beach, between
Fort St. Philip and Point Mala, and
one near the magazine at the Orange
grove, gave us reason to suppose that
they expected a fleet in their neighbour-
hood. Few workmen were at this time
to be seen in their lines: a party was
trimming up the boyau : and numbers
were employed about the landing-place

in disembarking stores; which ap-
peared to be their chief employment.

Provisions of every kind were now
becoming very scarce and exorbitantly
dear in the garrison; mutton 3s. and
3s. 6d. per pound ; veal 4s., pork 2s. and
2s. 6d., a pig’s head 19s., ducks from
14s. to 18s. a couple; and a goose a
guinea. Fish was equally high, and
vegetables were with difficulty to be got
for any money; but bread, the great
essential of life and health, was the ar-
ticle most wanted. It was about this
period, that the governor made trial
what quantity of rice wounld suffice
a single person for twenty-four hours,
and actually lived himself eight days
on four ounces of rice per day. Gene-
ral Eliott was remarkable for an abste-
mious mode of living, seldom tasting
anything but vegetables, simple pud-
dings, and water; and yet was very
hale, and used constant exercise: but
the small portion just mentioned would
be far from sufficient for a working
man kept continually employed, and in
a climate where the heat neeessarily
demands very refreshing nourishment
to support nature under fatigne.

Two deserters came in, with their
arms, on the night of the 11th. They
belonged to the Walon guards, a corps
in the Spanish service, composed prin-
cipally, if not entirely, of foreigners.
The fg].lowing morning they were con-
ducted to Willis's, whence they had a
view of the enemy’s works, which they
described to the governor. The Spa-
nish army were under arms on the 12th,
in the front of their camp, and were
disgdm by corps as the general

The 14th, arrived the Buck cutter
privateer, Captain Fagg, carrying 24
9-pounders. The abilities and bravery
of a British sailor were so eminently
conspicuous in the captain’s conduct
previous to his arrival, that even our
enemies could not help bestowing on
him the encomiums to which his merit
entitled him. About eight in the morn-
ing, the privateer was discovered in
the Gut, with a westerly breeze. The
usual signal for seeing an enemy was
made by the Spaniards at Cabrita
Point; and Admiral Barcelo, with a
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ship of the line, one of 50 guns, a fri-

gate of 40, two xebeques, a settee of

14 guns, with half-galleys, &e. &ec. to
the number of 21, got u.m{er way to in-
tercept her. On the first alarm a
xebeque at anchor off Cabrita had
weighed, and stood out into the Straits:
the cutter nevertheless continued her
course; but observing the whole Spa-
nish squadron turning the Point, she
suddenly tacked, and stood towards the
Barbary shore: the xebeques, frigate,
and lighter vessels pursued, but were
carried down to leeward by the irresis-
tible rapidity of the current, whilst the
cutter in a great degree maintained her
station. As it may appear very extra-
ordinary to readers unacquainted with
nautical affairs, that the privateer
should not be equally affected by the
current, it' may be necessary to inform
them, thdt a cutter, or any vessel rigged
in the same manner, from the forma-
tion of her sails can go some points
nearer the wind than a square-rigged
vessel ; which advantage, on this occa-
sion, enabled Captain Fagg to turn
better to windward, by stemming the
current, whilst the Spaniards, by oppos-
ing their broadsides, were carried away
to the eastward. But to resume the
narrative : Barcelo, who had his flag
on board the 74, was the last in the
chase, and, perceiving his squadron
driving to leeward, prudently returned
to the Point, to be in readiness to inter-
cept her in the bay. The 50-gun ship
also laid her h to the current, and
keeping that position, drove very little
in comparison with her friends. Affairs
were thus situated when Captain Fagg,
persuaded that the danger was over,
boldly steered for the garrison. The
50-gun ship endeavoured to cut her off
from the eastward, but was compelled
to retire by our batteries at Europa:
and Barcelo got under way to inter-
cept her from Cabrita Point; but find-
ing his efforts ineffectual, he was
obliged to haul his wind, and giving
her two irregular broadsides, of grape
and round, followed his unsuccessful
squadron to the eastward. The cutter
insultingly returned the Spanish ad-
miral’s fire with her stern-chase, and
soon after anchored under our guns.

The expectations of the troops and
inhabitants, who were spectators of the
action, had been raised to the highest
pitch : few doubted but she was a king’s
vessel ; and as no intelligence had been
received from England for many weeks,
their flattering fancies painted her the
messenger of good news; probably the
forerunner of a fleet to their relief.
But what was their despondency and dis-
a:};;pointment, when they were informed

at she was only a privateer, had been
a considerable time at sea, and put in
for provisions ! Though our condition
in the victualling-office became weekly
more and more serious, yet the gover-
nor generously promised Captain Fagg
assistance. hat indeed could be re-
fused to a man by whose boldness and
skilful maneuvres the port was once
more open, and the bay and Straits

in under the command of a British

iral? Only two or three half-
galleys returned to Cabrita Point; the .
rest of their squadron were driven far
to leeward of the rock.

Assuming the liberty of a short di-
gression in this place, it may be neces-
sary to inform the reader of the extent
and breadth of the Straits of Gibraltar,
and acquaint him at the same time
with the opinions of different writers
concerning the perpetnal current that
sets into the Mediterranean Sea, from
the great Atlantic Ocean, which has so
long engaged the attention of many
celebrated natural philosophers.

The Straits of Gibraltar (formerly
known by the name of the Herculean
Straits) are about twelve leagues in ex-
tent, from Cape Spartel to Ceuta Point,
on the African coast, and from Cape
Trafalgar to Europa Point, on the
coast of Spain. At the western en-
trance, they are in breadth about eight
leagues, but diminish considerably
about the middle, opposite Tarifa (a
small fishing-town on the Spanish
coast, originally a place of great con-
sequence and strength), though they
widen again between Gibraltar and
Ceuta, where they are about five
leagues broad.

hilosophers, who have communi-
cated their sentiments on the extraor-
dinary phznomenon of a constant cur-
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rent, differ widely in accounting for
the disposition of that continual inflax
of waters, which, it is natural to sup-
pose, would, without some consumption
or return, soon overflow the bounda-
ries of the Mediterranean Sea. The
ingenious Dr. Halley was of opinion,
that this perpetual supply of water
from the vast Atlantic Ocean was in-
tended by nature to recruit what was
daily exhaled in vapour: others again
think, the waters that roll in with the
centre current are returned, by two
counter-streams, along the African and
Spanish shores. That there are two
eounter-streams is without doubt; but
their rapidity and breadth bear little
proportion to the principal current. A
third class suppose a counter-current
beneath, and of equal strength with the
upper stream ; and this opinion appears
confirmed by a circumstance related by
Colonel James, in his description of
the Herculean Straits, of a Dutch ship
being sunk in action by a French pri-
vateer off Tarifa, which some time
afterwards was cast up near Tangier,
four I es to the westward of the
lace where she disappeared, and

irectly against the upper -current.
This Eypothesis receives also, addi-
tional support from the repeated disap-
pointments which have been experi-
enced by mauy naval officers, in at-
tempting to sound the depth of the
Straits with the longest lines: for the
opposition between the currents might
carry the line in such directions as
to defeat the intention of this experi-
ment,

These facts seem strongly to indicate
a recurrency to the westward; which,
though it may not be so rapid as the
upper stream, yet, with the assistanece
of the currents along the Spanish and
Barbary shores, and the n ex-
halations, may account for the Mediter-
ranean Sea never increasing by the
constant supply received from the At-
lantic Ocean. The rapidity of the su-
perior current renders the passage from
the Mediterranean to the westward
very precarious and uncertain, as ships
never can stem the stream without a
brisk Levanter, or easterly wind. Ves-
sels, therefore, are often detained

weeks and sometimes months, waiting
for a favourable breeze; in which case
they find a comfortable berth in the
bay of Gibraltar.—To return to my
narrative. :

Two frigates, on the night of the
14th, joined the enemy’s small craft in
the bay, from the west. It was thought
from some preparations that were made
on board our men-of-war the sncceed-
ing evening, that Admiral Duff in-
tended an attempt to cut out or destroy
these ships: a council was held in the
navy,and the practicability of suchan en-
terprise debated; but nothing was done.

The bay being again open, the night
of the 19th a Moorish settee came in,
with 39 bullocks and a few sheep: the
former were so weak and poor, that
many of them died on the beach as
soon as they were landed: they were,
however, a most acceptable supply.
The patron informed us that a vessel
had sailed the preceding night for the
garrison, with 40 bullocks, 50 sheep,
and 30 goats ; which we imagined was
taken by the galleys at the Point. The
following day, a Swede stood in for the
garrison, with a signal at her fore-top-
gallant mast-head, by which she was
known to be laden with provisions, and
consigned to an inhabitant. Off the
Point she was boarded by a row-boat,
and conducted immediately to Alge-
ziras. The 23rd the governor pro-
portioned the fuel to the officers.. This
article was now become scarce and
important. The coals in the garrison
were few: what fuel, therefore, was is-
sued at this period, was wood from ships
bought by government, and broken up
for that purpose, but which had so
strongly imbibed the salt water, that it
was with the utmost difficulty we could
make it take fire.

A small boat arrived on the 24th,
with a packet from Mr. Logie: this
packet was landed at Mogadore in
South Barbary, by the Fortune slooj
of-war, Captain Squires. If I rightly
recollect, it was upon this occasion that
the following successfil stratagem was
effected, through the fidelity of a Moor
entrusted by Mr. Logie to carry the
dispatches. to that part of the coast,
whence, to prevent interception, he
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thought it prudent to send them to
Gibraltar. Ii‘he Spaniards, acquainted
with the importance of these dispatches,
wished to prevent them coming to our
hands ; ang accordingly offered 1000
cobs (about 2251 sterling) to the Moor,
to induce him to betray his trust, and
pretend he had been robbed on his way
torthe coast. The faithful Moor im-
mediately acquainted the consul with
the offer, who directed him to Promise
that he would comply, In the interval
Mr. Logie prepared false dispatches,
in ciphers, signed and dated them
from St. James's, and affixed a seal
from the cover of a letter from Lord
Hillsborough to himself: these were
inclosed in the usual form, and directed
to General Eliott. . The Moor re-
ceived part of the bribe, and delivered
up the fictitious packet: Mr. Logie on
his return appeared much distressed by
the accident, and tlre next evening sent
the real dispatches to Gibraltar,

The wind veering round to the
southward, on the 26th Admiral Bar-
celo returned from Ceuta to his old
anchorage off Algeziras, and the port
again became closely blockaded. A
deserter came in, on the morning of
the 30th, from the lines; he belonged
to the Walon guards;; and about five in
the afternoon, another Walon deserted
to us. They fired several muskets at
the latter, and he turned about and re-
turned the shot: three horsemen then
pursued him, but were driven back by
our artillery. After the first gun-fire,
two more came in of the same corps.

The enemy’s operations continued to
be confined to the completion of their
batteries, and the finishing of their
boyau. In their camp we observed
them busily employed in erecting huts
for the accommodation of their troops
against the winter rains, which now
had begun to set in. On the other
hand, the governor made every neces-
sary addition to the works.. Waterport
covered way was doubly palisaded, and
@ battery for three guns erected on the
projecting quay ; a work of masonry, to
mount two guns, was built at Ragged-
staff; and traverses of casks and earth
were raised on the different roads, on
the north front, to secure the commu-

nications, Some improvements were
also made in the batteries and works
at Europa.

December commenced with the cap-
ture of a Genoese polacre, becalmed off
Europa. Our sailors found about 2201
in money on board, with some letters,
from which we learned that the enemy
sustained some loss in the lines from
our fire. The 4th, the enemy beat a
parley, and sent in 2 mule (belonging
to Colonel Green, the chief engineer)
which had strayed to their lines; an
instance of politeness which we did not
expect. The 8th, another deserter
came in; he was pursued, but we. pro-
tected him. The subsequent day we
observed several men about the west-
ern and eastern advanced stone guard-
houses, which we imagined were posted
there to preveut desertion. Our artil-
lery endeavoured to dislodge them with
round shot, but did not succeed. The
10th, the enemy fired several rounds,
from Fort St Philip, at our fishing-
boats in the bay. Four soldiers of
De la Motte’s regiment, quartered on
Windmill-hill, attempted, on the 13th,
to desert: search was however imme-
diately made for them, and two were
retaken. Those who escaped were
supgosed to have got down by a rope-
ladder, left by thegoparly employed in
cutting. brush-wood for fascines. The
next day another of the enemy endea-
voured to come over to us, but, being
pursued by two horsemen, was cut
down and secured. One of the horses
belonging to the pursuers was killed
by our fire,and the rider much bruised
with the fall. The succeeding day
this unfortunate man was executed on
a new gallows, erected near their artil-
lery park, and the body, according to
custom, hung till sunset.

The governor, on _the 19th, ordered
that no guns should be fired from the
garrison at the enemy’s shipping, if
the distance required more than 6° ele-
vation ; except when ships were chas-
ing or en On the 20th, the
Buck, having refitted, sailed on a cruise
to the eastward. We were afterwards
informed that she unfortunately fell in
with a French frigate, which, after a
few broadsides, captured the Buck;

T —
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but before she could be got into port,
she sunk from the damage received in
the action. On the night of the 26th,
we had a most violent storm of rain,
with dreadful thunder and lightning.
The succeeding morning a vast quan-
tity of wood, cork, &ec. was floati
under our walls: the rain had washe
it from the banks of the Palmones and
Guadaranque, and it was wafted by the
wind over to our side of the bay. Fuel
had long been a scarce article: this
supply was therefore considered as a
miraculous interference of Providence
in our favour.

The enemy, the 27th, fired four guns
from Fort St. Philip : one of the shot
struck the extremity of Prince’s lines.
Whether these were fired to frighten
our fishermen, who were dragging their
nets near the farther gardens, with-
out Landport, or only as an experi-
ment, we could not say, as they imme-
diately ceased on our returning the
fire from Willis's. The day following,
came in three deserters; and the same
morning the Fly packet-boat arrived
from Tangier, with 40 goats, fowls and
eggs, but no mail : this cargo, though
trifling, was highly acceptable. The
deserters informed us that the enemy
were almost overflowed in their lines,
from the late excessive rains: in some
places, particularly near the new bat-
teries, the water was two and three
feet deep; and their efforts to drain it
off had hitherto been ineffectnal. The
28th, a soldier of Hardenberg’s deserted
down the back of the rock.

January, 1780, did not commence
with any very interesting events. A
squadron of men-of-war passed through
to the west on the 2nd : it being hazy,
we could not distingnish of what nation
they were; but many thought them
Spaniards from Carthagena. On the
evening of the 5th, a fire broke out in
the enemy's camp, which, we after-
wards learned, destroyed four officers’
marquees, and six or seven huts, The
following day, after gun-fire, two Wa-
lons deserted to us: they brought infor-
mation that upwards of forty mortars
were mounted in the lines, and that all
their batteries were completed with
cannon,

A Neapolitan polacre was luckily
driven under our guns on the 8th, and
obliged to come in. On board we found
about 6000 bushels of barley, a eargo
(circumstanced as we were) of inesti-
mable value. The bakers had long been
limited to the quantity of bread daily to
be issued to the inhabitants, and sen-
tries were placed at the wickets where
it was delivered, to prevent confusion
and riot. The strongest, nevertheless,
had the advantage ; so that numbers of
women, children, and infirm persons
returned to their miserable habitations,
frequently without tasting, for some
days, that chief, and perhaps necessary
support of life. The inhabitants were
not the only sufferers in this scene of
distress; many officers and soldiers had
families to support out of the pittance
received from the victualling - office.
A soldier, with his wife and three
children, would inevitably have been
starved to death, had not the generous
contribution of his corps relieved his
family. One woman actually died
through want; and many were so en-
feebled that it was not without great
attention they recovered. Thistles,
dandelion, wild leeks, &ec. were for
some time the daily nourishment of
numbers. Few supplies arriving from
Barbary, and there appearing little
prospect of relief from England, famine
began to present itself with its attendant
horrors. Had there been a glimmer-
ing hope of assistance from home, it
would gxave enabled many to support
themselves under this accumulation of
distress ; but, alas | we seemed entirely
abandoned to our fortune.

Not only bread, but every article
necessary to the support of life, was
hard to be procured, and only to be
purchased at exorbitant prices. Veal,
mutton, and beef sold from 2s. 6d. to
4s. per pound; fresh pork, from 2s.
to 3s.; salt beef and pork, 1s. 3d.
per pound; fowls, 18s. per couple;
ducks, 21s.; firewood, 5s. per cwt.;
a pintl of milk and water, 1s. 8d.. Ve-
getables were extremely scarce: a
small cabbage cost 1s. 6«:17::r and a small
bunch of the outward leaves sold for
5d. Irish butter, 2s. 6d. per pound;
eggs, 6d. each; and candles, 2s. 6d. per
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ound. The best fish was most exor- | meadow. The party immediately re-
itantly dear, considering on what | tired, though not before they de-

terms the garrison had been formerly
supplied. It is natural to suppose, from
the rock being almost surrounded with
the sea, that we should have a constant
resource in this article. The contrary
was, however, the case: our fishermen
were foreigners, and being under no
regulation, they exacted, by degrees,
most extra t sums for what some
months before we should have refused
with disgust.

This extreme scarcity of provisions,
it may well be imagined, could not fail
to exercise the invention of individuals.
A singular mode of hatching chickens
was about this time success prac-
tised by the Hanoverians; and, as it
may be acceptable to some readers,
the process, as communicated by a
friend, is here inserted. The eggs
were placed, with some cotton, wool,
or other warm substance, in a tin case
of such construction as to be heated
either by a lamp or hot water; and, by
a proper attention to the temperature
of heat, the eggs were commonly
hatched in the usual time of a hen’s
sitting, A capon (however strange it
may appear) was then taught to rear
them. To reconcile him to this trust,
the feathers were plucked from his
breast and belly; he was then gently
scour, with a bunch of nettles, and
pl upon the young hatch, whose
downy warmth afforded such comfort
to the bared and smarting parts, that
he, from that period, reared them up
with the care and tenderness of a
mother. .

Early in the morning of the 10th, a
squadron of ships was seen to the east,
which had passed through in the night;
five were of the line, and one under
jury-masts : supposed to be Count d’Es-
taing’s fleet from the West Indies. The
same day a soldier of the 58th regiment
was executed for stealing: he was the
first man who had suffered since Gene-
ral Eliott had been governor. The day
following, the enemy fired, from Fort
St. Barbara, on a clergyman perform-
ing the last office over the corpse of a
soldier of the 72ud regiment, at the
burial - ground near governor’s

posited their charge. As this conduct
convinced us that the enemy would not
permit us to bury our dead without
the garrison, a part of the red sands
behind the Princess of Wales's lines
was appropriated to that pu 3

The 12th, they s nseg us agai
with ten shot from Fort St. Phlip;
set;ieral éﬂme into town, t:la]nd di({ d;sgme
trifling damage amon e buildings.
The ighabitgﬁew, whosg:talarms had ns:t
totally subsided since the middle of
September, when the governor opened
upon the enemy, were now perfectly
convinced they meant to return our
fire; and accordingly began, on the
first report of their guns, to remove
themselves to the southward. Some in
the greatest confusion endeavoured to
secure their valuables in town ; but the
firing ceasing, the fugitives, before
night, summoned up sufficient courage
to return. A woman, passing near one
of the houses, was shightly hurt. It
was singular that a female should be
the first person wounded by the enemy
at this remarkable siege. In the even-
ing, the commanding officers had orders
to inform their corps that the governor
was under the necessity of curtailing
the weekly allowance of provisions.
Disagreeable as this intelligence was,
and particularly when we consider the
distress which many experienced even
with the full allowance, the men re-
ceived it without the smallest apgear—
ance of discontent. Convinced of the
necessity, they acquiesced with cheer-
fulness ; indeed, to do them justice, in
all the vicissitudes of this trying period
the garrison submitted, without mur-
muring, to every necessary regulation,
however unpleasing. It was fortunate
for many that this short allowance of

rovisions did not continue long: nay,
it remained a doubt with some whether,
at the time, the governor was not a
prised of a relief being near, and did
not enact this regulation solely to make
trial of the disposition of his troops. I.
so, how satisfactory a circumstance
must it have been to find the army
under his command accord with so
much good humour to what might be
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considered as a real hardship, however

md.lmzm’ ble !
Admiral Duff, on the 13th, gave

orders to the men-of-war and armed
vessels to be prepared, in case a convoy
was near, to ai:’hord every protection to
any st ling ships that might attempt
the por:tggefoi the main bogy nrrivefl.
This caution confirmed us in the opi-
nion of a convoy being expected ; and
a general joy was diffused throughout
the garrison at the flattering, though
probably distant prospect. Two days
after, a brig, which with other vessels
seemed to be going through to the east,
suddenly altered her course, and, not-
withstanding she was opposed by the
enemy, anchored under our walls. A
ship with the British flag, entering the
bay, was so uncommon a sight that
almost the whole garrison were assem-
bled at the southward to welcome her
in; but words are insufficient to describe
their transports on being informed that
she was one of a large convoy which
had sailed the latter end of the pre-
ceding month for our relief. The dis-
tressed Jews, and other inhabitants,
were frantic with joy ; and the repeated
huzzas from all quarters for some time
prevented further inquiries. We after-
wards learned that she had parted com-
y with the convoy in the Bay of
iseay, and off Cadiz had discovered
nine sail of large ships, which the
master concluded were Spaniards sta-
tioned there to oppose their entrance.
The latter part of their information
gave us much uneasiness. The enemy,
we concluded, would have good intelli-
gence of the force of the British con-
voy. If, therefore, any opposition was
intended, a superior squadron would
consequently be stationed at the en-
trance of the Straits. These reflections
in a great degree, the plea-
sure we before experienced, and made
us apprehensive that the relief was not
50 near as we at first expected. The
prospect of it had, however, a very vi-
sible effect on the price of provisions,
which immediately fell more than two-
thirds.
Since it was probable that straggling
ships might attempt the port before the
body of the convoy approached, the

Childers sloop-of-war and armed ves-
sels were ordered to cruise in the bay
to protect them from the enemy’s small-
craft. Previous to the arrival of the
brig, a soldier of the 58th regiment
deserted from a party employed behind
the rock in gat.ﬁeri.ng shrubs, &e. for
fascines,  The 16th, a Walon deserted
to us, by whom we were informed that
the enemy had everything prepared in
their lines to bombard the town. Atan-
other time we should have been greatly
alarmed at this intelligence ; but our
thoughts were too much engaged with
the pleasing though uncertain hopes
of relief to reflect on the consequences
of a bombardment. In the evening
our apprehensions concerning the con-
voy were totally dispelled by the ar-
rival of a brig laden with flour, which
communicated the joyful news that
on the 8th of Janmary Admiral Sir
George Brydges Rodney had captured,
off the coast of Portugal, a Spanish
64-gun ship, five of 32 and 28 guns,
with fifteen merchantmen, belonging to
the Caracca Comp'm:lzz,l going from Bil-
boa to Cadiz ; and that, with a fleet of
twenty-one sail of the line and a large
convoy of merchant-ships and trans-
ports, he was proceeding to our relief.
Every idea of opposition at this infor-
mation immediately vanished ; and we
anticipated the flattering prospeet of
seeing the British flag once more tri-
umphantly displayed in the Mediterra-
nean.

The weather on the 17th was very
hazy; butelearing up the succeeding day,
oneof the prizesarrived without any op-
position from the enemy.- The midship-
man who brought her in informed us,
that when he parted with the fleet on
the 16th, Sir George was engaged with
a Spanish squadron off Cape St. Mary’s;
and that, just before they lost sight of
them, a ship of the line blew up; but
he was at too great a distance to dis-
tinguish whether she was friend or foe.
In the evening one of the armed Ca-
racea prizes came in, but no further
particulars of the engagement could be
learned. Our anxiety concerning the
event of the action was, however, re-
moved a few hours afterwards by the
appearance of the convoy itself off Eu-
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ropa. The wind, at that eritical time,
unfortunately failed them ; and the vi-
vid flashes of lightning, by which we
had discovered the fleet at the first, only
served to exhibit them to us driving
with the current to the eastward of the
rock. The Apollo frigate, Captain Pow-
nall, with one or two merchantmen,
nevertheless got in about eleven ; and
by the former the governor and garri-
son were acquainted with the agreeable
tidings of a complete victory over the
Spanish admiral, who, with three others
of his squadron, was taken : one was
run ashore, another blown up in the
eng;gement, and the rest dispersed.

e now found that the plan for re-
lieving Gibraltar had been conducted
at home with such secrecy and pru-
dence that the enemy never suspected
that Sir George meant to convoy the
transports to the Straits with so strong
a fleet. By their intelligence from
Brest, they understood he was to sepa-
rate in a certain latitude, and proceed
with the main body of the men-of-war
to the West Indies. Thus deceived,
they concluded that the transports with
their convoy would fall an easy prey
to their squadron, which consisted of
eleven men-of-war, all chosen ships
from their grand fleet.

At daybreak, on the morning of the
19th, the enemy unmasked one of their
14-gun batteries. The guns, with those
in the fort, were all elevated, and
the lines reinforced with two regiments
of infantry. The governor, notwith-
standing these appearances, ordered a
royal salute to be fired at six o’clock
from Willis's. The Panther man-of-
war was decorated, and also fired a
salute on account of this vietory. About
seven the Edgar arrived, with the Phee-
nix prize of 80 guns, having on board
the Spanish admiral, Don Juan de
Langara y-Huarte. This ship had lost
her mizen and main top-masts, but
seemed little injured in the hull. The
admiral, who was wounded in the en-
gagement, was conducted on shore in
the evening to lodgings in town, and
had every attention and compliment
paid him which were due to his rank.
At night, Admiral Digby, in the
Prince George, worked round Europa

43
with eleven or twelve ships; but Sir
George remained with the ecrippled

prizes, and with the main body of the
fleet, off Marbella, a Spanish town,
formerly of note, sixteen leagues to the
eastward of Gibraltar.

The 20th, being the anniversary of
the King of Spain’s birthday, Admiral
Barcelo's ships were decorated accord-
ing to custom. When the colours were
struck in the evening, the ﬂa%;ship,
with her consort of 50 guns, was hanled
close in land ; and the next day a large
party began to erect a battery on the
shore for their protection; being ap-
prehensive, probably, of an attack from
the British fleet. The night of the
21st, the enemy unmasked the other
batteries in the lines, which again
caused a general disturbance amongst
the inhabitants. Everything seemed
now prepared to fire upon the town.
The convoy continued beating up ; but
the prizes were so damaget% in their
rigging that they could not be expected
to make the bay till the wind veered
round to the east. Early on the 22nd,
several men-of-war, in coming into the
bay, were carried down under the ene-
my's batteries near Point Mala, which
occasioned a general alarm in their
camp. Drums beat to arms, and their
artillery opened in an instant. The
boats of the fleet, however, were or-
dered to their assistance, and the ships
were towed back without receivin
much damage. One man was kill
and two wounded on board the Ter-
rible ; all of them Spanish prisoners.

Sir George, on his arrival off the
coast of Barbary, had sent intelligenee
to Mr. Logie to prepare supplies for the
garrison. Three vessels therefore sailed
in the course of the 22nd for Tetuan to
bring over what was at hand. The
consul had provided cattle, fascines,
pickets, &c. in readiness for the ships
when they arrived ; but, to his surprise,
the ships sent in the hurry of business,
under convoy of the Bedford, were
transports fitted up for the reception of
troops, with many weeks’ provisions on
board ; and before the berths could be
removed to admit the su
wind came easterly, and t 1
obliged to return without them.

" T
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oversight was of t detriment to the
rrison, as at this period we might
ve ‘procured fresh provisions, which
with economy would have served for
some months. The garrison vessels
were afterwards sent for these articles ;
but after Sir George Rodney’s depar-
ture, most of them were detained by
the vigilance of the enemy’s cruisers.

We learned by the Childers, on the
23rd, that Sir George was at anchor,
with the prizes, in Tetuan Road; and
waited only a favourable wind to join
the remainder of the fleet in the bay.
As the town of Tetuan has frequently
been mentioned in the preceding pages,
and probably will as often oceur in the
course of the subsequent, the reader
will perhaps not be displeased to find
in this place a short deseription of it.
Tetaan is a very ancient town in Bar-
bary, situated to the south-east of Ceuta,
about six miles from the sea, on a river
which meanders beautifully through a
pleasant country ; but which has a bar
at the entrance, that renders it unnavi-
gable for large ships. Small vessels
get up about two miles, as far as Mar-
teen, which is the quay and port of
Tetuan. The town is walled round
with square towers at different dis-
tances to flank the curtains. It is
built on the gentle slope of a hill ; and
the houses being white, with flat roofs,
have the appearance at a distance of an
encampment. = The buildings are so
contrived that a person may go from
one end of the town to the other with-
out descending into the streets, and in
this manner their women, by occupying
the upper stories, visit each other with-
out being exposed to the sight of the
male sex in the streets below.

The town has a manufactory, and
carries on a considerable trade, prinei-
pally in barter ; the road is, however,
50 exposed towards the east, that ships
cannot remain there during the Levant
winds, The Moors exchange ecattle,
-poultry, and fruit for other articles ;
and when there is a truce between the
powers, supply several parts of Spain
with provisions. The oranges of Te-
tuan are esteemed the largest and best
flavoured of any in that part of the globe.

The enemy, we imagined, were not

a little alarmed by the casnal appear-
ance of our ships on the morning of the
22nd, as, for several days after, they
were busy in removing cannon from
their artillery park to the different bat-
teries along the coast. At Algezi
the top-masts and yards of the men-of-
war were struck, and the ships hauled
as close in land, under the protection
of the new battery, as the depth of
water would admit. Several Spanish
officers were now permitted to return
on their parole to Spain. The 24th,
the Childers sailed back to Tetuan ;
and soon after arrived a British letter
of marque from Ngfoundland, laden
with salt-fish. 3

Whilst the fleet rémained in the bay
the governor and garrison were often
honoured with the presence of the
royal midshipman, Prinece William
Henry ;* and when that youthful hero,
on his return, laid his early laurels at
the feet of his royal father, he pre-
sented, at the same time, a plan of the
garrison, in the relief of which he had
made his first naval essay. In that
plan were delineated the improvements
which the place had undergone, and
the new batteries erected on the heights
since the commencement of the blockade.

The mention of his royal highness
brings to my recollection an anecdote
of him, which occurred whilst the fleet
was in the bay. The Spanish admiral,
Don Juan Langara, one morning visited
Admiral Dighy, to whose charge the
prince was entrusted, and Don Langara
was of course introduced to his royal
highness. During the conference be-
tween the admirals, Prince William
retired ; and when it was intimated
that Don Juan wished to return, his
royal highness appeared in his charac-
ter of midshipman, and respeetfully
informed the admiral that the boat was
ready. The Spaniard, astonished to see
the son of a monarch acting as a petty
officer, immediately exclaimed, “ Weil
does Great Britain merit the empire of
the sea, when the humblest stations in
her navy are supported by princes of
the blood.”+

* His late Majesty, King William IV.
1 In consequence of learning that doubts
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Three of the enemy, on the 25th,
deserted to the garrison; a fourth, at-
tempting to desert, was retaken, and
another was shot by the pursuers within
musket-shot of our lines. We fired
from Willis's at the horsemen who fol-
lowed them, and wounded two of their
horses. The deserters said it was re-
ported that the enemy intended bom-
barding the town the succeeding day.
For several preceding months we had
reason, from their operations, to think
such an event not improbable. Seven
or eight mortar batteries had been dis-
tributed along their lines, in which,
according to our intelligence, were up-
wards of forty mortars; these, with
the cannon bearing on the garrison
from their nﬂm batteries, amounted in
all to upwards of 100 pieces of ordnance.
They, therefore, were not unprepared
for such service ; but whether the cir-
cumstance of the Spanish admiral and
officers being lodged in the town might
not at that time in some degree influence
their conduet, or whether they were
overawed by the strong naval force

. in their neighbourhood, they deferred
the bombardment to a more distant
period.

Sir George arrived in the Sandwich
from Tetuan on the 25th; and the fol-
lowing day the prizes and remaining
men-of-war were all at anchor in the
bay. A council of war was immedi-
ately held on the admiral’s arrival;
but the subject of their debates was not
made public. Late in the evening of
the same day a Newfoundland vessel
with fish, coming in, approached so

had been expressed respecting the authenticity
of this anecdote, the author wrote, in 1835, to
Sir Herbert Taylor, then private secretary to
the King, and received from him the following

repl;‘:—
“ My dear Colonel,—I have taken the earli-
est opportunity of submitting to the King the
memorandum you left with me at St. James's
Palace res ing the e at page 90
of [p. 44 of the present edition ] your valnable
and interesting work, the * History of the Siege
of Gibraltar,” to which it refers; and I have
now the pleasure to acquaint you, by com-
mand of gls Majesty, that the anecdote there

iven is correctly stated in every respect, and

erefore that any alteration of it which may
have been su, d is uncalled for.

“ Windsor tle, 24th March, 1835."

close to the enemy’s coast, that our
guard-boats were obliged to bring her
to her proper berth.

The Fortune sloop carried over to
Point Mala, on the 26th, the Spanish
wounded prisoners : Admiral Langara,
with his suite, still remained in Gib-
raltar., Admiral Sir George Brydges
Rodney landed on the 27th at Ragged
Staff, and, after visiting the Spanish
admiral, dined with the governor.
Prince William, with Admiral Digby,
&e., likewise dined at the convent.
The same day the governor ordered
those soldiers’ wives and children who
were not provided with twelve months’
provisions to prepare to leave the gar-
rison with the fleet; 250 1bs. of flour,
or 360 lbs. of biscuit, was stated as suf-
ficient for one person. By this regu-
lation many useless hands were sent
home, which would have been a vast
burthen on the garrison, circumstanced
as we afterw: were. The evening
of the 28th the Childers sailed for
England with despatches from the ad-
miral ; but meeting with a gale of
wind at west, she was compelled to
return, after losing her fore-yard and
throwing four guns overboard. At
night came in a deserter from the
Walon

About noon, on the 29th, a large
ship appeared from the westward : on
doubling Cabrita Point she was dis-
covered to be an enemy. Signals were
instantly made for the Edgar and two
frigates to attack her. In the mean
time the Spaniard seemed greatly con-
fused, but at last worked close in land,
between two barbet batteries at the
Point. Several broadsides were ex-
changed between her and the Edgar,
whilst the frigates attacked the batte-

| ries. They were, however, after some

time recalled, the admiral being appre-
hensive that they might sustain greater -
from the land than the object
in action would excuse. The same
day the second battalion of the 73rd
regiment, or Lord M‘Leod’'s High-
landers, commanded by Lieutenant-
Colonel George M*Kenzie, disembarked
from on board the fleet at the New
Mole, and took possession of the case-
mates in the King’s bastion, &e. This
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regiment was intended for Minorea ;
but General Eliott thought proper, with
the advice of the admirals, &c., to de-
tain them. Their strength at this time
was 30 officers, 6 staff officers, 50 ser-
jeants, 22 drummers, and 944 rank and
file : an excellent reinforcement in our
situation, since the scurvy had already
begun to appear among us. Colonels
Picton and Mawhood, with many other
officers, joined their corps also by this
fleet. On the night of the 29th, came
in three more Walons. The Minorca
convoy sailed on the 3lst, under the
Marlborough, Invincible, &e. The
wind changing to the eastin the even-
ing, the Childers made another at-
tempt to pass the Straits; which she
effected, and carried home dispatches
giving authentic accounts of the pre-
ceding victory.

Sir George, when he captured the
Caracca fleet, judged that the cargoes
of several would be useful to the gar-
rison: he therefore brought with him
what ships he thought would be ser-
viceable, and landed their freights
along with the supplies which govern-
ment had sent out. A great number
of guns of heavy metal, and some hun-
dred barrels of powder, were also pur-
chased from tbe Spanish, prizes by the
governor, notwithstanding he had re-
ceived a large supply ogthe latter by
the convoy. The artillery (whose con-
stant practice it was to try the strength
of powder on the batteries) afterwards
compared the quality and strength of
the British and Spanish powder, and
found the former greatly superior.

In the beginning of February, the
wind from the S. W. blew a strong
gale, which, from the foulness of the
anchorage off Rosia Bay, &c., involved
the fleet in great distress. Some of
them were in very imminent danger of
being forced upon the rocks, particu-
larly one of the Spanish prizes, which,
without doubt, would have experienced
that fate, if seasonable assistance had
not been sent her, and the wind had
not abated. The 3rd, Admiral Barcelo
again hoisted his flag and ensign, hav-
in% secured his ships by a strong boom,
and completed the battery on the land,
which mounted 22 guns. Merlons were

also added to the fort on the island,
which before was en barbet.

Three deserters came in on the 5th:
they were immediately sent on board
the fleet, where the others had been
ordered the preceding day, to take
their passage for England. These men
gave dismal accounts of the enemy’s
sufferings in camp, where universal
discontent prevailed on account of the
great scarcity and dearness of provi-
sions. We little doubted the truth of
this intelligence: the neighbourhood
of their camp, from our own knowledge
of the country, was not eapable of sub-
sisting so large an army ; consequently
they were obliged to be supplied with
provisions, &e. from places at a dis-
tance, and these resourcessince Admiral
Rodney’s arrival had been cut off. Our
cruisers, in truth, not only obstructed
these supplies, but also prevented the
garrison of Ceuta from receiving the
refreshments from Spain which their
situation made necessary; and our in-
telligence from Barbary mentioned that
that garrison was in a similar, if not
worse condition than their opposite
friends. If Sir George, therefore, had
continued some time longer in the
Mediterranean, our enemies probably
would have been reduced to greater
difficulties than we ourselves had expe-
rienced.

As the fortress of Ceuta is in some
degree connected with the subject of
the present narrative, it may not be
improper fo relieve the reader’s atten-
tion by a brief description of it. The
town of Ceuta is situated on the coast
of Barbary, about 15 miles to the south-
ward of Gibraltar. In the era of the
Romans it was a town of some note,
but on the decline of that empire fell,
like others, to the dominion of the
Goths and Moors. Ceuta remained in
the possession of the latter till the year
1414, when John I., King of Portugal,
with a formidable force, surprised and
took it. The Moors afterwards made
many attempts to recover it, but in
vain; and ever since, it has remained
in the possession of the Christians.
Upon the demise of Henry of Portu-
gal, in 1578, that crown was seized
upon by the Spaniards; Centa conse-
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quently became a Spanish garrison:
and when the Portuguese revolted, un-
der John, Duke of Braganza, in 1640,
and again established themselves into a
distinct kingdom, Ceuta did not, with
the rest of the empire, return to its na-
tural allegiance, but continued in the
hands of the Spaniards, by whom it has
been held ever since.

Being a promontory projecting into
the sea, the situation of Ceuta is not
much different from that of Gibraltar.
The town, which is built on the neck
of land that joins it to the continent,
is strongly fortified in the modern man-
ner. The suburbs are at some distance,
in order to be more out of reach of the
shells, in case of an attack from the
land ; and they extend to the foot of a
mountain, at the extremity of the pen-
insula, on which are erected a watch-
tower and castle, surrounded with a
fortified wall, about a league in cir-
cumference. The fortifications are kept
in good repair by slaves, who are sen-
tenced to this punishment from the
different prisons in Spain; and a strong
garrison is kept in the fortress, to pre-
vent a surprise from the Moors, who,
like the Spaniards with respect to Gib-
raltar, have a watehful eye over it.
The city is regularly furnished with
provisions from the opposite ports in
Spain; and being destitute of water,
which was formerly conducted by an
aqueduct from the neighbourhood, is
supplied with that article from Este-
pona, a small Spanish fishing - town
about nine leagues to the eastward of
Gibraltar,

Another deserter came in on the 10th
of February. The day following, the
invalids and women embarked on board
the fleet. By the 12th the supplies
were all landed, and the rigging of the
Spanish prizes being repaired, gle fleet
prepared to return. The same day a

of truee brought over some English
prisoners: one of them, the master of

a merchantman, which had been taken
in her voyage to the garrison, informed
us that the boom at Algeziras was a
twenty-two-inch cable-rope, bnoyed up
by casks, to prevent our sending fire-
ships among their shipping.

The Spanish admiral having regu-
lated with Sir George Rodney every-
thing concerning the exchange and re-
lease of prisoners, was permitted on the
13th to return upon his parole into
Spain. He was conducted with part of
his suite, in the governor's carriage, to
the Spanish lines, where he was re-
ceived by his friends, and with -them
proceeded on to the camp. The suc-
ceeding day, the remainder of the
Spanish officers were taken by the For-
tune sloop, and landed at the Oran
grove. Lieutenant Williams, of the
navy (who, after taking possession of
one of the Spanish prizes in the action
off St. Mary’s, was obliged to run her
ashore near Cadiz, and surrender him-
self prisoner), returned with another
officer, on board the sloop, to the garri-
son. The liberal and polite behaviour
of the navy and the governor to Don
Langara and his countrymen made a
sensible and lasting impression on their
minds, and was confessedly of great
advantage to the English prisoners in
Spain; particularly to those taken in
our neighbourhood, who ever after-
wards were treated with great atten-
tion and humanity.

In the evening of the 13th, the Bri-
tish fleet got under way, excepting the
Edgar and the Panther ships of the
line, the Enterprise and Porcupine fri-
gates, which were left behind, as great
part of their erews had been removed
to man the prizes. The enemy, on their
appearing in motion, immediately gave
the alarm, which was communicated by
signals from their towers along the
coasts towards Cadiz. At dusk few of
our ships were in sight from the upper
part of the hill.
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CHAPTER 1IV.

The Spaniards renew the Bloehﬂe;Attempt to Burn pur Shipping by Nine Fire-Ships, but
miscarry—Gun Boats—Garrison again distressed—Enemy effectually cut off the Supplies
from Barbary—Break Ground in advance from their lines—Scurvy very prevalent—Greatly
relieved by the use of Lemons—Mode of using this Vegetable Acid—Garrison obtain a few
supplies from Minorca—Enemy retarded in their operations—Spirited action between the
Enemy and an English Polacre—Garrison obliged to quit the Gardens on the neutral ground
—Tangier—Speedwell Cutter arrives after a spirited engagement—A Spy discovered—Mr.
Logie, the British Consul in Barbary, expelled the Emperor's dominions—Cruel treatment

. which he and the other British subjects ex perienced—Cause of this event—A Memorial

from the Officers of the Garrison—Great distress of the Troops—The Kite cutter, Captain
Trollop, arrives with intelligence that the British fleet is at the entrance of the Straits,

THE garrison might now be considered
in a very perfeet state of defence. The
scurvy indeed begun to affect
many, and threatened to become more

eral ; but we flattéred ourselves
5:;. the enemy would give up their in-
tention of starving us to a surrender,
and, by relaxing in their vigilance at
sea, might afford us an opportunity of
receiving constant supplies of those
articles most essential to health. Our
stores and magazines were full; a re-
inforcement had joined the garrison ;
and new spirits were infused into the
troops, since they were convinced, from
the powerful force sent to their relief,
that they were ‘not forgotten in the
multiplicity of objects which necessarily
engaged the attention of our friends at
home.

Admiral Duff having returned on
board the fleet to England, the com-
mand of the squadron that remained in
the bay consequently devolved on
Captain Eliott of the Edgar, who, on
the 14th of February, hoisted his broad
pendant as commodoré,

The 16th of the same month, Admiral
Barcelo removed the boom at Algeziras,
and warped but to his former anchor-
age, immediately detaching his small
craft to Cabrita Point, to intercept any
ships that might attempt coming in.
In the afternoon, the enemy executed
two men in camp, who, it was ima-

gined, had been retaken in attempting
to desert: their bodies were not cut
down until the 20th. This punishment
seemed, however, to have little effect ;
for at night three others came in,
having swum round Fort Barbara. The
multitude of deserters from the Spanish
lines during the whole of the siege, is
one of the circumstances least capable
of a satisfactory explanation. What
could these unhappy men expeect in a
confined and blockaded garrison, and
even at a time when they could not fail
to be acquainted with the distress and
difficulties under which we laboured ?
The very act of escaping was attended
with innumerable dangers ; and, should
the garrison afterwards fall into the
hands of the enemy, they were certain
to meet with the severest punishment.
There is, however, a kind of heroism
in the passions; disgust, or resentment,
will prompt men to overlook dangers
and difficulties, which, in the line of
their duty, would be esteemed insur-
mountable.

A Venetian came in from the west,
on the 21st; she spoke the British
fleet all well to the west of Cape St.
Vincent. The subsequent day, a Dutch
prize, laden with flour, was sent in by
the Maidstone privateer, which arrived
herself on the 23rd. Several other
vessels came in during the intermediate
time to the 27th; when a Spanish



1780.]

SIEGE OF GIBRALTAR.

46 |

squadron of four line-of-battle ships,
two frigates, and a xebeque, joined
Ad.miraf,l Barcelo from the west, and
again blocked up the port. From
the patched and disorderly appearance
of tﬁzir sails and rigging, it was con-
jectured that they were fitted up in
haste, and solely for the duty of the
blockade: it gave us however some
uneasiness to find them again likely to
adopt their former system.

At daybreak, on the preceding day,
we discovered a vessel at anchor off
Waterport, which we fired upon, sup-
posing her to be a Spaniard : she im-
mediately sent her boat to Ragged
Staff, and informed us that she was of
Naples, and bound to London ; that she

touched at Minorea, and had on
board two English discharged soldiers,
and two women passengers. The boat
returned, and soon after went on shore
at Fort St. Philip, where it remained
about half an hour. In the evening
the enemy fired a shot at the vessel;
upon which she sent her boat a second
time ashore: we answered the shot
from Willis’s; nevertheless at night
she went over unperceived to Alge-
ziras.

In the beginning of March, three
regiments decam from the enemy’s
army, and took different routes. On
the night of the 2nd, two Genoese
sailors, who had formerly belonged to
a privateer of the garrison, came over
to us in a small boat from Algeziras.
The following day a Spanish convoy
under a commodore arrived in the bay,
from the west. The governor, on the
11th, ordered the garrison to be
vietualled monthly (bread excepted)
in the following proportion: for a sol-
dier, each first and third week, 1 1b. of
pork, 2% Ibs. of salt fish, which had
been purchased from the Newfound-
land ship; 2 pints of peas; 1 Ib. of
flour; % Ib. of raisins: 1 1b. of rice ;
5 oz of butter; 1} pint of oatmeal.
Seeond and fourth week, 14 1b. of beef';
2 1bs. of fish; 2 pints of peas; 1 Ib. of
rice; 5 oz. of butter ; 1} 1b. of wheat ;

1h. of raisins. The salt cod bei
indifferent of its kind, and the so]:lliers
not having proper vegetables to dress

. with it,“;g:ved very pernicious, This

article continued to be delivered for
near seven months; and undoubtedly,
in a great degree, promoted that dmag-
ful disorder, the scurvy, which, before
Sir George Rodney arrived, had made
its appearance, ant{ afterwards became
very general and fatal. The governor,
however, in this new distribution, con-
sidered the hospital, whose proportion
of salt meat was less, and more nourish-
ing articles issued instead.

%’otwithsm.nding the repeated assur-
ances from the Spaniards, that the
English prisoners in our neighbour-
hood should be exchanged for those
taken with Admiral Langara, none
were yet sent in agreeably to that
admiral’s promise: Commodore Eliott
was therefore under the necessity of
making a formal demand, and to en-
force it told them, if they did not com-
ply, he should expect the Spanish ad-
miral would return with the officers
then npon their parole. This con-
vinced them the commodore was no
longer to be trifled with; accordingly,
on the 12th, about 390 British seamen
were received on board the Fortune
sloop, and distributed amongst. the
men-of-war, whose crews, as I have
mentioned before, were sent to man
the Spanish prizes. The same day a
Moorish sloop came in frem Mala,
and brought intelligence that the enem
had fitted up several fire-ships in the
bay. In the evening three of the 72nd
absented themselves from their corps;
search was made the succeeding day,
and two of them were discovered asleep
in a cave, behind the Sugar-Loaf Point.
They had cut up their working-dresses
into shreds, which were tied together
to favour their descent down the rock;
and it is imagined the following night
they would have repeated their attempt
to get off, One of these men was after-
wards executed, but the other was par-
doned.

The Fly packet arrived the 14th,
with an English mail. In the after-
noon the Maidstone came in, with a
settee prize, which the captain had eut
ont Malaga road. A privateer,
called the Alert, beat in from the west
on the 15th, notwithstanding an east-
erly wind, A prize following her was

B
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taken off Cabrita Point. The 17th, the
enemy sent in 41 British seamen, who
were distributed as before.

The enemy at this time were not
particularly employed. Some new ar-
rangements were made in their artil-
lery park; and in their camp they
were busy, ecollecting brush-wood for
fascines, which caused various conjec-
tures in the garrison concerning their
future operations. A salute and feu-
de-joie were fired in their camp on the
19th, supposed to be occasione(f by the

birth of a son to the princess of Astu-
rias. The night of the 23rd, the Alert
gailed with dispatches for England;
and on the 29th we received from the
enemy more English prisoners. In
the course of the month the garrison
lost four men by desertion.

April was not remarkable for any
events of moment. On the 2nd, the
Porecupine frigate, Sir Charles Knowles,
Bart., sailed to the eastward on a cruise.
The 5th, arrived the Fly packet: she
reported that a merchantman, bound to
the garrison, had been obliged by a
north wind, when she was almost ar-
rived in the bay, to pass to the east-
ward, and put into Tetuan, where she
waited a favourable opportunity to re-
new her attempt. The Fortune sloop,
on the 6th, took over to the enemy
300 Spaniards, who had been confined
prisoners for some time in our Na:
hospital. She returned with nine Bri-
tish, and two days after took over 280
prisoners. The might of the 12th a
sloop, with two settees, came in from
Tangier : the former brought a packet
from Mr. Logie ; and the latter, cattle,
and other acceptable articles. The
following day we observed the enemy
forming a bridge of pontons across
the mouth of the river Guadaranque.
At. night, the Hyena frigate, Captain
Thompson, arrived in thirteen days
from England. She was chased by the
enemy’s cruisers, and fired at, but re-
ceived very little damage. The 20th,
the Bdgar, Commodore Eliott, and
the Hyena, with a privateer, sailed to
the west, notwithstanding the enemy’s
superiority in the bay. Admiral Bar-

o seemed to suspect their intention;

* for instantly on their appearing under

sail, he made a sigx‘;.a.l for his squadron
to pursue. The Edgar and her consort
were, however, out of sight before the
Spaniards got abreast of Cabrita Point.

Towards the conclusion of the month,
the enemy were more active in their
camp, and sometimes in the lines; to
which place they brought down a great
quantity of fascines. uT%:ey were chiefly
employed in raising the bo{x“’ and
makins repairs, which were, however,
so trifling, that our artillery did not
disturb them. Besides the arrivals al-
ready noted, we received supplies by
two or three boats from the Barbary
coast; and in the course of the month,
three deserters came over from the
enemy, one of whom swam to Land-
port from Tessé’s battery, about half-
way between Fort Philip and Point
Mala.

May was not less barren of interest-
ing occurrences than the precedin
month. Several deserters attemp
to get in, but some were so unfortunate
as to be overtaken by their pursuners.
These wretches were generally exe-
cuted the succeeding day, but the ex-
ample did not deter others from simi-
lar attempts.

The 4th, the Fly returned with
fowls, leather, and fruit. Two days
following, the enemy’s army were un-
der arms in two divisions, and per-
formed a sham engagement. One di-
vision took post on the eminence above
the stone quarry, under the Queen of
Spain’s Chair, and was attacked by the
other from below. After a smart can-
nonade, and brisk discharge of mus-
ketry, the party above gave way ; but
the night prevented our observing the
conclusion. The succeeding day, the
Fortune received from a Spanish flag

.of truce 47 prisoners, very few of

whom were British. At night small
arms were discharged on the neutral
ground, supposed to be at some desert=
ers who were coming off. One Walon
reached the barrier, and informed us
that several of his comrades agreed to
follow him. The 10th, two men were
executed in the Spanishe camp ; proba-
bly, the same who were retaken.
Another deserter, belonging to the
regiment of Estremadura, came in on
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the 11th, and was remarkable for be-
ing the first native of Spain who de-
serted. The Spanish infantry in gene-
ral is raised upon a local establishment.
Each district is required, by an ancient
law called the Quinta, to furnish a cer-
tain proportion of troops; and the men
are enrolled for about seven or eight
years’ service, after which time they
are permitted to return to their re-
spective provinces; and as the Spa-
niards are all strongly attached to their
native spot, desertion is consequently
less common with them than with any
other troops. Most of the men who
deserted to us, came from those regi-
ments in their service which are com-
posed of foreigners.

A Swede was brought-to from Eu-
lv%pa, the 15th, and obliged to come in.

e were much disappointed in her
lading, which was salt. We had a
few days before received some supplies
from Tangier; and on the 18th two
boats arrived from Tetuan, with fowls
and oil: the latter reported that the
Fly packet, which had left us on the
11th, was driven ashore on the Bar-
bary coast by the enemy’s eruisers,
who, after the crew had “quitted her,
took possession. We were much con-
cerned at this intelligence; for the
Fly was a fast sailer, and had been
very fortunate in frequently passing in
and out unobserved. The 20th, came
in a Moorish sloop from Malaga, with
butter, raisins, and leather: the latter
article was much wanted ; indeed, so
scarce was it become in the garrison,
that several officers, and most of the
men, had been necessitated to wear
shoes made of canvas, with soles of
spun-yarn,

A letter of marque arrived on the
25th from Leghorn, with wine, oil, and
other articles: a very valuable eargo
to the garrison. On the 30th the ene-
my’s army were agdain under arms.
Their maneuvres on that day were the
attack and defence of a convoy. Their
parties, as in the last month, continued
arranging the ordnance in their artil-
lery park, and bringing down to the
lines materials for the repair of their
works. Our artillery, however, took
little notice of them.

In the beginning of June we received
some seasonable supplies by the arrival
of three boats from Tetuan and one
from Tangier. By the latter we had
intelligence that the Fox packet, from
Faro, and a sloop, were at that place
waiting an opportunity to get in; and
by thjs, or one of the former ves-
sels, Mr. Logie gave information that
the enemy had prepared several fire-
ships to burn our shipping in the bay.
Two months before, he had intimated
to Commodore Eliott that the Spa-
niards had five fire-ships in readiness
for immediate use; and that they had
once made an attempt to send them
over, but the wind failed. Repeating
the intelligence, therefore, at this time,
was peculiarly fortunate, as the next
night they attempted to put in exe-
cution their design. The same day, a
Spanish ship of the line sailed from
Algeziras to the eastward.

ur naval force at this period con-
sisted of the Panther, of 60 guns, Cap-
tain Harvey (who, since Commodore
Eliott’s departure, commanded” in the
Mediterranean); the Enterprise fri-
gate, Captain Lesley; two armed ves-
sels commanded by lieutenants, with
several armed ordnance transports, and
other ships belonging to merchants,
On the morning of the 7th, a little
after midnight, the Enterprise, which
was anchored to the northward off the
New mole head, discovered several
sail approaching her from the opposite
side of the bay: they were lmiledljogut,
before satisfactory answers could  be
received, several fireworks and inflam-
mable substances were thrown on
board, and six fire-ships suddenly ap-
peared in the form of a crescent, bear-
ing down upon her and the ordnance-
ships in the New mole. Captain Les-
dey, with immediate presence of mind,
instantly fired three guns to alarm his
friends, and, cutting his cable, drove
closer in shore. The Panther and
shipping, on the appearance of the
enemy, immediately commenced a
brisk cannonade to”retard their pro- -
gress; and, manning their boats, the
oﬁcersdland seamen, with tllxwir usn;l
intrepidity, grappled the ships; and,
nntw?thstxndﬂ; the fierceness of the

' 9
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flames, towed them, clear of our ves-
sels, under the walls, where they were
afterwards extinguished. Beside these
six, which were intended for the New
mole, three others were lighted and
directed towards the Panther, at an-
chor off Buena Vista; but one was
towed off by the boats, and the other
two were at so great a distance that
they drove out to sea to the eastward.

The garrison was as early alarmed
as the navy. The drums beat to arms;
the guards were all upon their defence;
and the pickets, with the different re-
giments, assembled at their posts, and
continued under arms till daybreak.
The artillery from the batteries se-
conded the fire from the ships; but
the darkness of the night prevented
any certain knowledge of the effect.
The wind, which was favourable for
their purpose in the beginning of the
night, fortunately grew still when they
were most in need of it. The largest
of them, nevertheless, which was of the
size of a lirge Indiaman, or 50-gun
ship, would certainly have got into
the New mole amongst the ordnance-
transports, had not a few bar-shot, from
a 32-pounder at the Mole head, turned
her round, and then the current carried
her into Rosia bay.

The navy on this occasion cannot be
too highly commended for their cou-
rage, conduct, and alertness. Their
intrepidity overcame every obstacle;
and though three of the ships were
linked with chains and strong cables,
and every precaution was taken to ren-
der them successful, yet, with uncom-
mon resolution and activity, the British
seamen separated the vessels, and towed
them ashore with no other injury to
themselves than a few burns and
bruises. The design altogether, to do
justice to the ingenuity of Don Barcele,
was well projected, and his squadron
judiciously stationed at the entrance of
the bay to intercept our men-of-war in
case they had attempted to escape from
the fire-ships. We afterwards were in-
formed that Admiral Barcelo proposed
to Don Alvarez to draw off our atten-
tion from the southward by opening
his land batteries on the town. With-
out doubt such a proceeding would

have diverted the attention of the gar-
rison in some measure from the ship-
ping ; but as the navy had the prin-
cifpal, nay, I may say, the sole honour
of opposing the fire-ships, their endea-
vours would not have been less strenu-
ous, nor of course less successful.

The hulls of the fire-ships were soon
after broken up and sold to the inhabit-
ants for fuel, and proved a most season-
able relief. Firing was become a more
important article than before, which
may appear very extraordinary to the
reader, when he looks back to the short
time which had elapsed since the de-
parture of Sir George Rod:;ez’s fleet ;
but it is necessary to inform him that
the colliers intended for the garrison
were too late in coming round from
the Downs to join at Spithead—Sir
George Rodney therefore sailed with-
out them.

The morning of the 8th, arrived the
Fox packet, and another vessel from
Faro; and in the course of the 10th
and 12th, four boats came in from Te-
tuan and Tangier with various cargoes.
The patrons reported it was current at
Tangier that we killed 14 or-15 men
in the attack of the fire-ships, and that
the Spaniards had several more fire-
ships ready in the bay, with which it
was not improbable they might make a
second attempt. Our navy were con-
sequently very vigilant, and kept a
good look-out. For some weeks past
we had been remarkably successful in
receiving these small and very accept-
able supplies. Their -cruisers, how-
ever, now began to be more alert, and
appeared to be stationed with better
judgment. On the 15th, a boat was
taken coming in, but her consort es-
caped; and on the 20th, another ar-
rived from Tangier, which brought
intelligence that a large ship, with
coals and butter, bound to the garrison,
was captured by the Spaniards two
days before under the guns of Tangier.
The 24th, several broadsides were ex-
changed between four of the enemy’s
ships, passing to Algeziras, and our
shipping and batteries at the south-
ward. Some few shot came ashore,

but no rticular was re-
ceived. The Enterprise had 18 sail-



1780.]

SIEGE OF GIBRALTAR.

53

ors burnt by the explosion of some
powder.

. Early on the 27th, four Spanish -
boats, with a xebeque and two gal eys,
approached under cover of the night
and fired upon the Panther. A brisk
discharge was however returned, and
they soon retired. One shot struck the
south pavilion, and three were fired
through the Panther. This mode of an-
noyance the enemy afterwards greatly
improved upon. These bhoats were
strongly built, but ill finished: they
had a small mast inclining forward
from the centre of the boat, almost
over the bow, upon which was hoisted
a latine yard and sail, which, at an-
chor, served as an awning to the men
on board. They rowed astonishingly
swift, and each carried a 26-pounder in
the bow. 'We never had a good oppor-
tunity of making any satisfactory ob-
servations on them, but judged from
their appearance that they were about
70 feet long and 20 broad.

In the beginning of July, the Pan-
ther man-of-war receiving upwards of
100 English prisoners from the enemy,
Captain Harvey sailed for England.
Some alterations and additions took
place the same day in the garrison de-
tail. The 4th, the Fortune brought
over more British prisoners. We
had received some supplies in the
course of a few days by two Moorish
boats, and they were followed on the
11th of July by one from Tangier,
which informed us of a fleet having
been seen off that coast, and that two
boats had been taken coming into the
bay. The fleet here mentioned was
the combined fleet of France and Spain,
which soon after captured our out-
ward-bound East and West India fleets,
and carried the greater part of them
into Cadiz: one of the heaviest blows
which British commerce had ever
sustained.

The recent attempt of the enemy to
burn the shipping and store-houses at
the southward, added to the intelli-
gence which the governor had received
of the enemy’s fleet being off Cadiz,
caused him to direct particular atten-
tion towards that quarter of the garrison.
-Batteries for heavy metal were made

on the rock above Parson’s Lodge, at
Rosia; and directions were given for
the New Mole to be cleared of shipping,
that the ordnance might have more
liberty to play. Other alterations also
took place in that neighbourhood.
Early on the morning of the 17th, five
gun-boats and four galleys fired upon
the Enterprise and shipping in the New
Mole. ne of the frigate’s forecastle
guns was dismounted, and her fore-stay
cut : some shots came also on shore.

During the remainder of the month,
our firing, which had been continued
at intervals, was brisker on their par-
ties, who were principally employed in
forming considerable dépits of fascines,
casks, and timber, in the lines, and in
collecting brush-wood from 'the coun-
try : they were likewise very busy in
disembarking stores which had lately
arrived. Several empty transport-ves-
sels, in the course of this month, left
the garrison for England. A man of
the 58th regiment deserted to the
enemy: one also came in from the
lines. ;

In August few incidents oceurred on
either side. Our provisions be, to
be bad, and extremely offensive. The
few supplies we now received, were
rather luxuries than substantials: wine,
sugar, oil, honey, onions, and articles of
the like kind, composed chiefly the
cargoes of those craft which arrived.
Sugar was risen to 2s. 6d. per pound,
mﬂverythiug else sold in proportion.

About 10 in the forenoon of the 3rd,
a settee, coming in from the west, was
chased by the enemy, and taken into
Algeziras. We imagined it was the
Fox packet, which we then anxiously
expected with an English mail; and
our conjectures afterwards were con-
firmed. The 10th, we observed the
enemy laying a bridge of boats across
the river Palmones. Two “days .fol-
lowing, a brig was boarded ‘almost
under our guns, and conducted to Al-
geziras. It was thought to be the same
of which we had intelligence some
time before, and which was laden with
a variety of articles much wanted: her
capture was therefore greatly lamented,
The night of the 15th, six sailors de-
serted in a boat from the New mole.
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The succeeding day, the Fortune sloop
received from the enemy 64 prisoners.
Ensign Bradshaw, of the 56th regi-
ment, and several who were Elamengers
in the brig taken on the 12th, were of
the number. At night, five more
sailors who were rowing guard, went
over to the enemy. In the night of
the 25th, a Minorquin boat came in
with wine, tea, and sugar, in eight
days. The 27th and 29th, a soldier
and four sailors deserted to the enemy.
It was imagined the sailors forced
with them the midshipman who com-
manded the boat. Colonel Mawhood,
of the 72nd regiment, died on the 29th.

A small boat arrived from Barbary
on the 30th, with information that the
Moors permitted the Spaniards to cap-
ture every English vessel which took
refuge under the protection of their
guns; that the Spaniards would not
allow any boats to leave the bay of
Tangier, and only waited for orders
from Admiral Bareelo to burn and
destroy what remained. This intel-
ligence very sensibly affected us. To
be cut off from what we had always
considered our domestic market, was a
stroke we little expected. We waited,
however, more authentic proofs of this
extraordinary conduet, before we could
implicitly believe the defection of those
whom during the present contest we
had considered as our firm friends.

September was as barren with respect
to material incidents as the p ing
months. The enemy finished their
ponton bridge over the river Palmones
on the 2nd.  About a week afterwards,
two soldiers of the 56th deserted. On
the 23rd, a flag of truce brought over
the midshipman carried off by the
sailors who deserted the latter end of
August. The 209th, a deserter came
in, in the habit of a peasant: he spoke
several languages fluently, and said he
had been a serjeant in their service,
Some suspicions arising, he was charged
to remain with part of the 58th regi-
ment at Windmill-hill. The follow-
ing day we remarked, that the enemy’s
guards in the lines, at the hour of
relieving, amounted to about 300 in-
fantry, and 70 artillery, besides ca-
valry.

The situation of the garrison by this
time was in become very interest-
ing. The Eoekade was, if possible,
more strict and vigilant than before.
Chains of small eruisers were stationed
across the Straits, at the entrance of
the bay, and on every side of the rock ;
and the late disagreeable intelligence
from Tangier seemed now confirmed,
by our never having heard from that
quarter during the month. The little
assistance we therefore received, came
from Minoreca; but the supplies from
that place were so trifling, and sold at
such enormous prices, that few were
able to purchase them. We had not
been favoured with a cargo of cattle for
a long period, and the scurvy began to
gain considerable ascendancy over the
efforts of our surgeons. Our distresses,
in short, promised to be more acute
and fatal than those we had already
experienced.

The enemy’s operations on the land
side had been for many months so
unimportant, as scarcely to merit our
attention. However, on the morning
of the 1st of October, we observed they
had raised an epaulment, about 600
or 700 yards advanced from their lines.
The preceding night, our out-guards
had been alarmed with an wununsual
noise on the neutral ground, like that
of men at work: several large fires
also appeared, and some attempts were
made to burn our advanced barriers
with devils, and other combustibles,
which were soon tlirown off without
taking effect; and notice was given to
the Lines, Landport, and other guards.
This alarm, however, was not general
in the garrison. As the morning ad-
vanced, the noise ccased ; and we dis-
covered that they had set fire to the
fishermen’s huts in the gardens: but
when the day permitted us to examine
further, we observed the above-men-
tioned work.

The epaulment was about 30 yards
in extent, of a simple construction,
composed of chandeliers, fascines, and
a few sand-bags ; and was erected near
the windmill or tower on the neu-
tral ground, dist;:nt about 1100 yards
from our grand battery. The enemy’s
guns were elevated, and batteries man-
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ned; which, with other preparations
in the lines, seemed to argue that they
expe% we should fire, ’Fnd were de-
termi to oppose it, These appear-
ances, probablgr, induced the govtl:)f:;.r
not to take any particular notice of
their work in the day: but at night,
orders,were sent to throw a few light
balls, to discover if they were making
any addition. The inhabitants imme-
diately took the alarm, upon heing told
that the enemy had thrown up an ad-
vanced work, and that their batteries
were manned ; and at night very few
remained at the north end of the town.

It now seemed evident the enemy
had determined on a more serious
attack, in case the second blockade
was unsuccessful : but we were at a loss
to imagine what motives could influ-
ence them to act so opposite to the
established mode of approaching a be-
sieged garrison, by erecting a work so
distant, and which had no connexion
with their established lines.

The enemy’s batteries continued to
be manned till the 2nd; and in the
afternoon of that day, Don Alvarez,
accompanied by an officer, supposed to
be the Count d’Estaing, who was ex-
fected in the Spanish camp when the
ast deserter came in, visited the lines.
They remained three-quarters of an
hour at Fort St. Barbara, viewing the
rock with glasses. On their return
they were saluted from Point Mala;
and as they passed the front line of
the camp, the regiments turned out
without arms. On the night of the
3rd, a smart engagement was heard off
Cabrita Point, supposed to be between
some vessel attempting to come in,‘and
the enemy’s cruisers; and the next
morning a sloop with English colours
reve was observed at Algeziras,

Early on the 4th, our advanced
guards discovered the enemy endea-
vouring, a second time, to fix fire-fag-
gots on our barriers. A smart dis-
charge of musketry was immediately
directed from these posts, and from the
Queen’s lines; on which they retired.
At daybreak we observed they had
carried away vast quantities of vefe-
tables from the gardens, and trampled
others under foot : but little, if any, ad-

dition was made to the epaulment. A
parley came in on the 5th; and soon
after, the Fortune sloop received up-
wards of 40 British prisoners, many of
whom had been taken going from the

rrison. In the evening of the 6th,

e Spanish general came to the lines,
at the head of the relieving guards,
Soon after he arrived, the guns were
again elevated, and every preparation
made, as if they had resolved to open
on the garrison. The 8th, the town-
major, Captain Burke, went out with
a parley, intending to proceed to the
tower, the place appointed by custom
for the officers to give and ‘receive
communications. When he got ahreast
of the new work, the sentries by mo-
tions informed him he must not ad-
vance. He pointed to the tower; but
they continued inflexible : on his turn-
ing round however to return, one of
them came up with his arms, and pro-
ceeded with him to the tower, whilst
another ran to acquaint the officer in
the lines, The messenger after some
time came back, and both remained ap-
parently as a guard over Major Burke,
till the officer arrived ; when, deliver-
ing his packet, the major returned to
the 1801,

The enemy did not appear very
anxious to complete the epaulment;
their parties were employed in raising
and finishing the merlons of the bat-
teries in the lines, raising the merlons
of Fort St. Philip with fascines, and
erecting a new battery near the guard-
house on the beach. ?he 11th, a small
settee arrived from Minorca: the
patron informing us that two others
were standing for the rock, the navy
manned their boats to assist them, in
case the enemy opposed their entrance ;
but on getting round Europa Point, no
such vessels appeared. A Dutch con-
voy was however passing: the boats
therefore boldly advanced, and boarded
a dogger which had got, during the
fog, pretty near the rock. She was a
Dane from Malaga, laden with lemons
and oranges, which the governor im-
mediately purchased, and distributed
to the garrison.

Few articles ever arrived more sea-
sonably than this cargo of fruit. The
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scurvy had made dreadful ravages in
our hospitals, and more were daily con-
fined: many, however, unwilling to
yield to the first attacks, persevered in
their duty to its more advanced stages.
It was therefore not uncommon, at this
period, to see men, who some months
before were hale, and equal to an
fatigue, supporting themselves to their
posts upon crutches, and even with
that assistance scarcely able to move
along. The most fatal consequences,
in short, to the garrison, were to be ap-
prehended from this terrible disorder,
when this Dane was happily directed
to our relief. The lemons were im-
mediately administered to the sick, who
devoured them with the greatest avi-
dity. The salutary effects were al-
most instantaneous : in a few days,
men who had been considered as irre-
coverable, left their beds to congratu-
late their comrades on the prospect of
once more becoming useful to their
country.

Mr. Cairneross of the 73rd regiment,
a surgeon of great eminence, who was
present at this time and the remaining
part of the siege, has favoured me with
the following information relative to
the scurvy, and the mode of using this
vegetable acid; which, with his per-
mission, I insert for the benefit of those
who may hereafter be under similar
circumstances :—

“The scurvy which attacked the
garrison of Gibraltar, differed in no
respect from that disease usually con-
tracted by sailors in long voyages ; and
of which the immediate cause seemed
to be the subsisting for a length of time
upon salted provisions only, without a
sufficient quantity of vegetables, or
other acescent foods. The circum-
stance related in the voyage of that
celebrated circumnavigator, the late
Lord Anson, of consolidated fractures
disuniting, and the callosity of the bone
being perfectly dissolved, occurred fre-
quently in our hospitals: and old sores
and wounds opened anew from the na-
ture of the disorder.

“ Various antiscorbutics were used
without success, such as acid of vitriol,
‘Sour crout, extract of malt, essence of
‘spruce, &c., but the only specific was

fresh lemons and oranges, given libe-
rally; or when they could not be pro-
cured, the preserved juice in such quan-
tities, from one to four ounces per diem,
as the patient could bear. Whilst the
lemons were sound, from one to three
were administered each day as circum-
stances directed. The juice given to
those in the most malignant state, was
sometimes diluted with sugar, wine, or
spirits ; but the convalescents took it
without dilution., Women and chil-
dren were equally affected; nor were
the officers exempted from this alarm-
ing distemper. It became almost gene-
ral at the commencement of the winter
season, owing to the cold and mois-
ture; and in the beginning of spring,
when vegetables were scarce.

“The juice was preserved by adding
to 60 gallons of expressed liquor about
five or ten gallons of brandy, which
kept it in so wholesome a state, that se-
veral casks were opened in good condi-
tion at the close of the siege. The old
juice was not however so speedily effi-
cacious as the fruit, though by perse-
vering longer in its use, it seldom
failed.”

The same day that the dogger was
brought in, a parley came from Don
Alvarez, to inform the governor that
all intercourse or correspondence be-
twixt them, in future, was to be con-
ducted by flags of truce in the bay;
which regulation continued till the
peace was notified in 1783. The 14th,
two gun-boats, from the Orange-grove,
ranged along the front of the garrison,
and drove in our fishing-boats ; and on
the 16th they again ranged off the
Mackerel bank, and forced our fisher-
men to retire. We did not much ap-
prove of this conduct, as the boats, by
this means, were prevented from bring-
ing any fish to our market. The
enemy continued, however, this practice
at intervals for some time.

The 21st, the gun-boats fired upon
the Enterprise and town. Captain
Lesley, not choosing to remain the
object of their fire, withdrew the fri-
gate into the New mole; where the
navy, under the direction of the en-
gineers, had begun to lay a boom of
masts from the New mole head to the
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watering-tank. This boom, though it | sometimes a few live-stock. These

was considered a difficult operation on
account of the swell of the sea, was
seon completed.

It was not till the night of the 21st,
that the enemy threw sand in the front
of their epaulment, to cover it against
our fire-balls and carcasses; and on the
26th they lengthened it to the west
about 30 yards, and strengthened it in
front with sand. The night of the
28th they erected two large traverses in
the rear for magazines. It now pre-
sented a very compact appearance;
whence we concluded that it was in-
tended for a mortar battery.

Though it was generally imagined
in England that the garrison had been
amply provided with every article and
necessary of life, when Sir George
Rodney arrived with the transports and
relief from England, our wants, in
reality, were far from being supplied.
In the articles of ammunition and salt
provisions, the garrison had probabl
asmuch as they required ; but of fresg
provisions, wine, spirits, sugar, &c., we
began to find a great scareity ; and the
price of what remained was conse-
quently much enhanced. The assist-
ance we received formerly from Bar-
bary had now been suspended for se-
veral months ; the ‘enemy seemed de-
termined to prevent our deriving sup-
port from the element that almost sur-
rounded us; and their cruisers were
too numerous and vigilant to allow us
to expect anything from the west.
Thus situated, the garrison turned
their eyes on the island of Minorea,
whence we had already received some
very acceptable supplies, and whose
situation, from the great seope of sea
room, afforded a flattering probability
of the boats being oftener able to es-
cape the enemy’s cruisers. The pro-
ductions of that island are wvarious;
and those articles which it did not
afford, could be gurcha.sed from the
prizes that were daily carried thither
by the privateers. Several garrison
boats were therefore sent to Minorca,
some of which returned, in the course
of October, laden with the wine of that
island, sugar (an article become ex-
ceedingly scarce), and cheese; with

articles were all sold by auction, ac-
cording to a regulation established by
the governor; and, though they seldom
were purchased by the lower ranks,
yet n!gorded upon the whole a partial
relief to the garrison.

The 30th, we observed that the
enemy had posted an officer’s gnard in
the Mill battery, which was the name
we gave to the new work. Montague’s
bastion was therefore opened on it in
the evening, and, by forming a cross-
fire with the batteries on the heights,
considerably annoyed them, and much
retarded their operations, The same
night two soldiers of the 56th and 72nd
deserted from Upper All's-well, in the
lines: they were sentries at the same
post, and got down by means of a rope;
but previous to their descent, had the

recaution to wet the priming of their
tExrelocks. ‘We also lost another man by
desertion in the course of the month.

The governor, in the beginning of
November, made an arrangement of
the troops, that in case the enemy bom-
barded the garrison, each regiment
might know the quarters and stations
which they were to take up. The 1st
of the month was rather unpropitions
to us: an English snow was taken to
the east of the rock: at night a soldier
of the 56th regiment deserted during a
heavy shower of rain; and the follow-
ing evening two others, of the 12th and
56th, attempted to get off by swimming
round the Old mole head; but a few
days afterwards the body of the former
was washed ashore near the King’s
bastion; we therefore concluded his
comrade had shared the same fate. In
the evening of the 7th a smart cannon-
ade was heard in the Straits: after it
had continued for some time a sudden
flash appeared, and a report was heard,
like the blowing-up of powder. The
next morning we observed that the
enemy had captured an English vessel,
and were at that time towing in a gun-
boat, which accounted for the firing
and explosion.

Our fire, about the 7th and 8th, be-
came more animated; yet the enemy
almost every night ma.rf; some interior
additions, ge had observed for several
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preceding mornings deep ruts in the
sand, leaiing from the principal barrier
to the Mill battery ; which led us to
imagine that they brought at night
heavy timber and other materials from
their dépits in the lines. The artil-
lery were therefore ordered to direct a
ricochetting fire of small shells along
this track.” In the evening of the 10th
a large party, followed by a number of
carts and mules, laden ‘with different
materials, advanced along the beach
from the sally-port of the ditch of Fort
St. Philip to the Mill battery. They
were perceived by the artillery at
Willis's before they had proceeded half-
way; and a brisl}; fire was directed
towards their route, which threw the
mules into confusion, and obliged some
to return, after having left their bur-
thens on the beach. The batteries bein
reinforced, the firing was continueg
with great vivacity the whole night.
The subsequent evening our artillery
were prepared, and immed.iately on the
partyg appearing, saluted them with a
warm discharge of shot and shells,
which seemed to have greater effect
than the fire of the preceding evening,
This circumstance convinced us of the
effect of the ricochetting fire from the
lower batteries, along the track from
the barrier: but the enemy were not so
soon driven from the new track as from
the former; and continued, notwith-
standing our fire (which must have
killed and wounded many of them), to
bring materials in this exposed manner
tilla line of communication was finished
from the lines. :
An English armed polacre, called
the Young Sabine, arrived on the 12th,
after a spirited engagement in the bay
with several armed vessels and three
gun-boats. The enemy attempted to
board her, but were as often repulsed
b musketr{: at length she beat them
off, and anchored under our guns. Her

cargo was cheese, hams, and potatoes ;
the latter of which sold at fo -three
dollars per ewt., which, acco ing to

forty-two pence per dollar (the ex-
ch;l!?’ge at that time), are e(qual to
71. 10s. 6d. sterling. Other articles sold
in_proportion. In the afternoon a
Minorquin settee arrived with the usual

cargo; a Spanish gun-boat boarded her
on her ; but the patron show-
ing papers from Majorca to the camp,
the Spaniard took no further notice
than keeping her company as a convoy.
The Minorquin afterwards seized a
convenient opportunity, and slipped in.

In the course of the 14th a Minor-
quin tartan, bound for the garrison, was
taken by the enemy ; the crew however
quitted her, and got ashore. The enemy
the same day mounted twelve guns en
barbet, in the battery near the guard-
house, in the vicinity of Fort St. Philip,
which we had supposed was intended
for mortars; and about a week after-
wards they erected merlons to this
work, admitting the embrasures to open
upon the garrison. This was called by
the garrison the Black battery ; and
though the most distant work erected
against Gibraltar, was found in the
subsequent bombardment and siege to
be one of the most annoying to the gar-
rison, as its line of fire enfiladed the
Town Line wall and main street, which
were during the siege the prineipal
communications with the northern part
of the fortress,

Two nights following, the gun-boats,
which were now inereased in number,
fired upon the town and shipping,
Three, that directed their fire on the
former, were stationed off the Old mole
head, and threw several shots into the
town. Several men were wounded in
the Enterprise frigate,

The night of the 17th the enemy
threw up two places d’armes for mus-
ketry on the flanks of the Mill bat-
tery ; the parapets formed semicircles
joining the battery, but afterwards ex-
tended in an oblique direction towards
the lines, These additions appeared
very slight, being only a row of easks
or gabions, - strengthened with half-
chandeliers, and sand in front ; covered
on the top with sand-bags. The 18th
We were visited again by the gun-boats;
in returning their cannouade one of the
thirty-two pounders on the King’s bas-
tion burst, killed an artilleryman on
the spot, and wounded three others.
The man who fired the gun escaped,
but was a little scorched with the
powder,
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A great number of mules were
employed on the 22nd, bringing for-
ward casks, chandeliers, and other ma-
terials, from the camp. The night of
the 23rd the enemy began an approach
from the lines to the Mill battery: it
consisted of fascines, with sand banked
up in front, and commenced near the
west angle of the western fourteen-gun
battery, extending about 120 feet to-
wards the advanced guard-house in
front of Fort St. Philip; the following
night, notwithstanding our fire, they
lengthened it about 100 feet, with ¢han-
deliers placed in a trench and filled
with fascines. The enemy endea-
voured to draw our attention from this
quarter by another salute from the

-boats, but in vain. As it was not
improbable that the gun-boats were
directed in their firing by the lights
in the houses along the line-wall,
and those looking towards the bay ;
orders were issued “that no lights
in future should appear in any house,
barrack, or guard-house, towards the
bay, after seven o’clock in the even-

s )

%Ve had hitherto derived occasional
assistance from the gardens on the neu-
tral ground, though vast quantities of
vegetables had been removed from
thence by the enemy. On the 25th,
however, they determined to expel our
people altogether from the gardens;
which in the course of a few days they
accomplished, mnotwithstanding the
marksmen under Lieutenant Burleigh
were stationed at Willis’s, and in the
lines, in order to prevent them.

From this period, our resources in
respect to vegetables depended entirely
upon our own attention to cultivation;
which, happily for the garrison, was
crowned with tolerable success, espe-
cially during the winter months, at
which time the produce was increased
to be almost equal to the consumption.
The supplies from the gardens had in-
deed begun to fail for some time be-
fore, and we soon had little reason to
regret their loss. We had, besides,
the additional satisfaction of reflecting
that the enemy were now cut off from
a channel th h which it was not
improbable they been informed of

every occurrence which happened in

the n.

TEE 26th, a Frenchman, one of the
crew of the Young Sabine, deserted in
a'boat to the enemy. The night of the
27th, the Danish dogger, which brought
us the cargo of lemons, sailed, and the
next morning we observed her at an-
chor off Algeziras. By the 29th, the
enemy had finished the second branch
of the line of approach, and begun the
return for the third towards the west-
ern beach. Our fire, as they advanced,
became more spirited than ever, and
must have been severely felt by the
enemy in this exposed duty. The 30th
was only distinguished by the arrival
of a polacre from Algiers with soap,
oil, wine, and candles—a very valuabBa
cargo. :

December was introduced with bad
weather. The 1st, arrived the Angli-
cana privateer from Smyrna, and, two
nights after, she continued her voyage
towards England. Lieutenant Gage,
of the Enterprise, went home passenger
with dispatches, The 2nd was parti-
cularly stormy, with thunder and
lightning, which happily did not con-
tinue long, or the worﬂs of the garrison
might have materially suffered. The
rain poured down with such violence
from the heights, forcing with it vast
quantities of rubbish, stones, and loose
earth, that the streets leading from the
hill were instantly choked up, aund
considerable damage was done to the
buildings. The enemy, notwithstand-
ing the storm, completed their third
branch, and raised the return towards
the east. Though the storm did not
retard their finishing what they had
begun in the evening, yet the chande-
liers were very much sunk in many
places, which employed their parties
five or six of the following evenings to
repair. They also made some alter-
ations in the direction of the second
branch, and repaired the batteries in the
lines. A brig arrived from Leghorn
on the 10th, also three settees from
Minorca.

From the 10th, the enemy added
every night so considerably to the
fourth branch of the approach, that on
the 14th at night they joined the ex-
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tremity of the eastern place d’armes;
and two nights following, began a fifth
branch, which on the 19th was ex-
tended to the east flank of the Mill
battery. 'Their operations had not
been wholly confined to completing
this line of communication; a mortar
battery for the sea was erected to the
north of Fort St. Barbara, and lar,
and small traverses were raised within
both forts to protect their men from our
upper batteries.

About noon on the 17th, a cannon-
ade was heard towards the west. A
clond of smoke was observed near
Tangier, and we afterwards learned
that the Moors were firing a salute on
account of the arrival of their emperor.
Three hundred and ninety rounds were
numbered, and it was repeated the next
day. The reader will probably recol-

. lect that the garrison of Tangier is to
us an object of some curiosity, as hav-
ing formerly been in the possession of
the English. Itwas ceded by the Por-
tuguese (who had been masters of it
for some time) to King Charles 11I. as
part of the dowry of the Princess Ca-
tharine of Portugal, and remained un-
der the English dominion till 1684,
when, the nation refusing to pay the
heavy expense attending its mainte-
nance against the repeated attacks of the
Moors, the fortifications were blown
up and the garrison ordered to aban-
don the town. The Moors, after the
place was deserted, returned, and
it has ever since continued in their
possession. When the English were
masters of Tangier, the works on the
land side were considered as almost
impregnable ; and, for the accommoda-
tion of shipping, a mole of consider-

* able extent was advanced into the sea.

The present town is built at the bot-
tom of a bay, on the side of a hill over-
looking the sea. The Moors have, in
some measure, repaired the moles, and
endeavoured to restore the city to its
former importance ; but their efforts go
slowly on towards accomplishing that

work. Tangier was the residence of a

British consul, and, in conjunction with

Tetuan, in times of peace, supplies

Gibraltar, Cadiz, Lisbon, and other

ports on the coasts of Spain and Portu-

with fowls, beef, mutton, and fruit.

t was about this time the' scene of

some interesting transactions which
will shortly be related.

The enemy, on the 20th, began to
erect small traverses in the rear of
their approach. On the 21st, the
Speedwell cutter, Lieutenant Gibson,
arrived with government dispatches,
after a warm engagement with the
enemy off Ceuta, in which the Spa-
niards attempted to board the cutter,
but were repulsed. Lieutenant Gib-
son Wwas dangerously wounded in the
action, which was the only casualty on
board. The 23rd, arrived a privateer
brig, called the Hannah, Captain Ven-
ture, last from Lisbon. She brought
some excellent supplies; and theuiﬂ
folll.g;;ing, two other vessels from Li-
vel 1 got in with variety of provi-
sions. %9he cargoes of these Pships
were sold by auction for 300 per cent.
profit.

It was about this period, some let-’
ters of a curious tenor were discovered
in the possession of the deserter who
came in on the 29th of September, in
the dress of a peasant, and said he was
a serjeant. They were directed to
Colonel Nugent, of the Hibernian
corps, in the Spanish service ; and the
purport of them was—¢ that Europa
was the most eligible place to attack
the garrison; acknowledging havin
received several sums of money, an
concluding with expressing his fears
lest he should be discovered ; therefore
desired the colonel would concert some
measures for his escape.” The man
was immediately ordered into close
confinement, and remained a prisoner
for some time, till, an opportunity offer-
ing, he was sent away from the garri-
son. We were afterwards informed
by other deserters that he was seit in
as a spy, and liberally rewarded for
this hazardous service.

The enemy, having completed their
approach to the Mill battery, were
employed in dressing the communica-
tion and raising fascine traverses in
the rear for their greater protection.
The 26th and following nights, their
carpenters braced with head-rails the
chandeliers, which, owing to the late
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rains, had given way in several places.
They were so very noisy in this duty
as to induce a brisk fire from our bat-
teries. The 30th, a settee, going from
Algeziras to the eastward, was becalmed
off Europa, and was boarded and
brought in by our boats. Many pri-
vate letters were found on board, which
mentioned the considerable loss the
enemy had sustained from our fire.
There were also a quantity of clothes,
and some money. The next day a
settee got in from Minorca.

Our carpenters, in the beginning of
January, were very busy in erecting
smfes and temporary cranes in Camp
and Rosia bays, and upon the Line
wall, above the Navy yard ; which led
us to imagine that the governor had
received intelligence by the Speedwell,
that a convoy might soon be expected.
The reason for erecting these machines
so far to the south, and at such a dis-
tance from the garrison store-houses,
was the apprehension of being annoyed
in disembarking the provisions at Rag-
ged Staff, &c., from the enemy’s ad-
vanced battery, which was now finished,
and reported to mount eight 13-inch
mortars. These precautions will ap-
pear to be very prudent and essential,
when the reader, on a farther perusal,
is informed of the range and effect of
the enemy’s fire. Some alterations
were also made in the works at the
New mole.’

The 11th, a Spanish flag of truce,
with two Moorish galleys, came over
from the Orange-grove, having on
board Consul Logie, his lady, and all
the British subjects who had been resi-
dent in Barbary. We had long com-
plained of a neglect in that quarter,
but were now convineed, to our sorrow,
that such accusations were premature
and ungenerous. The mercenary and
avaricious disposition of the emperor
had been bribed by the Spanish minis-

with a present of 100,000 cobs
(about 75001 sterling), and a promise
of the same sum annually, with the re-
demption of 100 African prisoners, on
condition that he should deliver up, for
a certain period, the ports of Tangier
and Tetuan, and banish from his do-
_minions the consul and subjects of

Great Britain. Besides the present of
money, and the redemption of 100 pri-
soners, the emperor had permission to
import from Spain grain, which was
so remarkably scarce in Barbary, that
a famine was apprehended. Without
this circumstance to urge as a palliative
for entering into a treaty with this
avowed and natural enemy, the emperor
would, probably, have found it a diffi-
cult task to persuade his subjects to de-
sert their old allies.

As this defection of the Moorish mo-
narch was of much importance to the
garrison, and was in itself an object
not undeserving political remark, I
shall subjoin a short relation of some
transactions previous to this event; with
an account of the injurious treatment
which Mr. Logie and the British sub-
jeets experienced before they quitted
that country. ’

I had formerly occasion to mention,
that in the early part of 1779, overtures
were made by the Spaniards to the
Moors, to farm the ports of Tangier,
Tetuan, and Larache. Of this General
Eliott received immediate information,
by a confidential message from the em-
peror of Morocco. It did not appear
that the emperor, in this instance, was
actuated by any other impulse than
friendship. But since, by refusing to
accede to their offers, he might subject
his coasts to be insulted, it would of
consequence be prudent to arm his
cruisers, in order to enable him to act
on the defensive: he therefore re-
quested that the English would supply
him with naval stores for three new
vessels which he had lately built, the
value of which, on caleulation, did not
amount to fifteen hundred pounds.

Such apparent disinterestedness, and
so modest a demand, had a proper ef-
fect with the governor, who, con-
sidering the emperor’s alliance of the
first consequence to the welfare of
the garrison, recommended to
vernment to double the quantity of
stores, that they might secure his
friendship. Ministers at home, how-
ever, did not consider his alliance in
the same light with the governor and
consul, as Sir George Rodney arrived

the January following without stores,
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or as much as an answer: and the
Spaniards (having then declared war)
inereasing in their proposals, the em-
r, after repeated a;g)lications to Mr.
mie, to know when he might expect
the supplies he had given him to un-
derstand were coming from ]_:J;ﬁland,
at length, by degrees, permi the
Spaniards to capture all British vessels
under the protection of his guns. The
consul remonstrated against such pro-
ceedings, but in vain: the answer ge-
nerally received was, that the Spaniards
had the emperor’s leave; and if they
chose to take him from his own house,
the emperor would not oppose them.

These indignities Mr. Logie was ne-
cessitated to overlook. He found the
Spanish influence daily gaining ground :
he had therefore no alternative, but
tacitly to submit to the evils of his situ-
ation. He contrived, nevertheless, to ac-
quaint General Eliott with this change
in their affairs.

Though there appeared little pro-
spect of doing further service to the gar-
rison of Gibraltar by remaining in ﬁ:.r-
bary, Mr. Logie still continued to re-
side at Tangier. The natives were
partial to the English, and personally
attached to him; and these circum-
stances he imagined might probably be
im'gmved to some advantage.

hus matters proceeded till the be-
ginning of October, 1780, when a
party of the emperor’s black troops,
which were quartered in the neigh-
bourhood of Tangier, came to Mr.
Logie’s house, and, being introduced,
informed him they had orders from
their master to abuse and insult him in
the st manner; which they im-
mediately put in execution, ]3; spitting
in his face, seizing him by the collar,
and threatening to stab him with their

da%ers.
wo days after this transaction, Mr.
Logie was ordered to attend the em-
ror near Sallee, The 13th, he began
is journey, guarded by one of the em-
ror’s chamberlains, and a party of
orse. They arrived at the camp on
the 20th; and the same evening Mr.
Logie was ordered into the emperor’s
ce. After various questions re-
ive to Gibraltar, to which such an-

swers were given as were least likely
to (Plense, the emperor addressed him-
self to his troops, and a great mob that
were assembled on the occasion, saying,
“the lish were an avaricious,
proud, and headstrong people; they al-
ways attacked the head: but when
people came to beg, they ought to crawl
up by the feet. gH(J: h)a'\du}:ﬁawever de-
prived them of every benefit they for-
merly derived from his country ; con-
cluding with ordering the consul to be
taken to Sallee. - Mr. Logie objected to
this mandate, informing the emperor
he was ready to attend his camp; but
that his sovereign’s service did not per-
mit his trifling away his time in visit-
ing towns.

The emperor, after this interview,
seemed to relax in his severity to the
consul ; allowing him to return to
Tangier, and. consoling him with the
promise that the Britisg subjects shounld
not be molested by the Spaniards. The
26th of Oectober, Mr. Logie arrived at
Tangier, and found the emperor had
not deceived him.

Affairs remained quiet till the 26th
of November, when an order came to
fit up all the British boats, at the em-
peror’s expense, as he was determined
to send the English away satisfied. The
consul however anticipated his inten-
tion, by getting them completed him-
self by the succeeding evening. The
night of the 28th, the Spaniards, in-
formed of the emperor’s resolution, sent
a party on shore to burn the boats.
They were discovered by the guards,
and confined ; butin consideration of a
sum of money, they were the next day
liberated. Two days following, the
consuls attended to hear the emperor’s
orders, which were brought by two of
his secretaries: they expressed, that
the emperor had sold the port of Tan-
gier to the king of Spain; in conse-
quence of which, every Christian, ex-
cept of that nation, was to quit the
town and bay ;" awarding slavery as
the punishment of those who remained
after the 1st of January, 1781.

Mr. Logie was no sooner acquainted
with this order, than he departed for
the emperor’s camp, then near Tetuan,
in order to represent the impossibility
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of removing their on so short
a notice, ile atrg;fe or:y the 2nd of
December, but could not procure an
audience. ‘The 4th, he had intelli-
gence from Tangier, that a second
order had compeiled the British sub-
jects instantly to remove to Marteen.
Mr. Logie made several attempts to
have this cruel order reversed, but in
vain. He at length procured a friend
to mention this delicate point to the
emperor, who apparently relented, say-
ing, the English should have permis-
sion to remain twenty days to collect
their effects; and so far flattered them,
as to make them believe they were not
to be removed till the British fleet ar-
rived, if it might be expected soon.
Mr. Logie was however afterwards con-
vinced, that the emperor at this time
was informed his orders had been exe-
cuted, as the British subjects, amount-
ing to 109, arrived at Marteen, a few
miles from Tetuan, the subsequent
evening ; having been forced to aban-
don their vessels, houses, and all their

roperty ; and compelled to submit to
fhe gll'g\test imposg)gon, for the use’of
ga.mels and mules, to remove %lieir bed-

ing and wearing-apparel. e value
of the effects le%t behind, Mr. Logie
computed to amount to upwards of
sixty thousand pounds.

The heavy expense attending their
removal from Tangier, with their stayat
Marteen, to their arrival at Gibraltar,
Mr. Logie was obliged to disburse ; the
emperor’s order on the 26th of No-
vember having so much imgosed upon
them, that they had laid out what
money they were possessed of, in pur-
chnsix{g Elg;h articles as they jucrged
would be useful at Gibraltar, imagin-
ing they were to be conducted imme-
diately to that garrison.

The emperor removed on the 17th of
December to Tangier; whence he
usually sent, once or twice every week,
some insulting m: e to the consul,
charging the English with having
cheated his ambassador, and being in-
debted to him several thousand cobs
for maintaining the garrison of Gib-
raltar; with others equally false and
abusive,

Mr. Logie, on-the 26th of December,

was informed that the emperor had
given up all the British subjects as pri-
soners to the Spaniards, and that the
succeeding day they were to be re-
moved to Algeziras, Being assured of
the truth of this intelligence by one of
the emperor’s servants, he burnt all his
public papers, to prevent their falling
into the enemy’s hands. The 28th, the
consul embarked with Mrs. Logie (who
had attended him through all these
troubles), and about twenty more, on
board a schooner, without being allowed
time to take in any refreshment for
their voyage. Others, under similar
circumstances, were put on board other
vessels. They were guarded by two
Spanish cruisers, and for the first night
put into Ceuta bay : the next mornin,
they proceeded across the Straits, an
about noon anchored off the Orange-
grove, but soon after were ordered by
Admiral Barcelo to moor at the en-
trance of the river Palmones. Here
the consul was detained till the 11th of
January following, by which time an
answer arrived from Madrid concern-
ing their future destination.

During this period, no offer was
made to supply them with provisions
or necessaries, though the Moors were
permitted to purchase whatever they
wanted. Mr. Logie therefore applied
to the French Chargé d’Affaires at
Algeziras, who very generously dis-
patched such articles as he judged
would be most acceptable. The 11th,
they were conducted to Gibraltar.

The removal, or rather expulsion, of
the British subjects from Barbary, was
attended with other unfortunate conse-
quences besides depriving us of provi-
sions: our connexion with Portugal
became afterwards more precarious:
and the governor was cut off from a
source of information, by which he was
acquainted with the enemy’s operations
both in camp and at Cadiz. Mr. Logie
had always contrived to procure pretty
certain intelligence of the enemy’s mo-
tions, by those Moors who were in his
interest; for, the Spaniards allowing
them to bring various articles to the
army before (%ibmltar. and the fleet at
Cadiz, and Mr. Logie lending them

money to carry on this advantageous
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trade, they faithfully communicated to
him whatever came to their know-
ledge. The last information Mr. Logie
himself was the bearer of to the go-
vernor, which was, that the enemy had
a great number of fire-ships in the
rivers, ready for immediate use.

The 16th of January, a brig came
in from Madeira, in four days, with 70
butts of wine. The master had left
London with a cargo to exchange at
Madeira; but a violent gale of wind
had driven him to sea with his cargo
incomplete, and half his crew ashore.
The same day, the Moorish vessels
which brought over Consul Logie re-
turned to Algeziras. Twodays follow-
ing, the Tartar privateer arrived with
various articles from England: she
brought his majesty’s manifesto for com-
_mencing hostilities against the Dutch.

On the 19th, some experiments were
made at Algeziras, from two new
Spanish boats, with mortars on board.
‘We had some time before learned that
they were preparing such vessels, and
that they intended soon to try them
against the garrison. Their construc-
tion was upon a plan similar to that of
the gun-boats: the mortars were fixed
in a solid bed of timber, in the centre
of the boat ; and the only apparent dis-
tinction was, that they had long prows,
and braced their yards more athwart
the boat when they fired.

The 21st, the serjeant commanding
one of our out-guards deserted to the
enemy: he went towards the Devil's
Tower, and once stopped, as if unde-
termined to proceed or not. He be-
longed to the 56th regiment, and left a
wife and family behind : he had always
been esteemed of good character, and
was much confided in by his officers.
Some pecuniary matters were supposed
to be the reason of his deserting. This
was the fourth man which we had lost
in this way within the course of a
month. The 28th, a ship arrived from
Leghorn with various articles. In her
passage she picked up at sea the long-
boat of the Brilliant frigate, Captain
Curtis, which we had been anxiously
expecting for some time with dis-
patches from England. On the 25th
and 27th, three of Hardenberg’s bri-

gade had deserted ; and this day a rope
‘was found near the- signal-house, by
which we imagined the last two of
them had escaped. The 29th and
30th, two or three settees arrived, from
aloft, with the produce of Minorca.
By them we were informed that the
Brilliant was gotsafe into Mahon, hav-
ing been chased through the straits
by the enemy’s cruisers in the night.

The enemy’s working parties had
for several weeks been less numerous :
their occupation was principally con-
fined to repairing.the damages done
by the weather; securing themselves
against the effects of our firing, b
splinter-proofs and traverses; an ooi
lecting (Yépﬁts of different materials, in
various parts of their lines. Their ad-
vanced patroles frequently approached
very near our ouf-posts, but seldom
waited a second discharge from the
sentries. On our side, the engineers
were indefatigable in putting every-
thing in the best state of defence. The
enemy, it must be confessed, dealt
openly in warning us, so long before-
hand, of their intentions; and the go-
vernor was exceedingly active and
diligent in" preparing against whatever
circumstances might occur.

The 1st of February we found, be-
hind the rock, the bodies of two de-
serters, who, in attempting to escape
from the garrison, had been dashed to
pieces. One of them was a man of the
56th, who was missing the day preced-
ing; the other a serjeant of the 73rd,
who had deserted some months before.

The 3rd, we observed the enemy’s
artillery examining the ordnance in
their lines. The morning of the 8th,
a deserter from a Catalonian regiment
came in, and reported that the ene-
my posted every night a chain of sen-
tries along the skirts of the governor’s
meadow, which were constantly vi-
sited by patroles of cavalry, to kee,
them alert ; and that a captain’s guar({
besides artillery, mouutetr in the St.
Carlos’s battery, as they called the ad-
vanced work. Hesaid the camp was
well supplied with provisions, &e., but
that the men were sickly, and numbers
of them deserted.

It was about this period that the
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officers in Gibraltar presented a memo-
rial, through the commanding officers
of the different regiments, to the gover-
nor, requesting his Excellency, as he
must be convinced of the truth of the
contents, to support it with his approba-
tion and interest.

The memorial stated, “That the
officers of his Majesty’s several regi-
ments of foot, serving under his Excel-
lency’s command, had been necessarily
exposed to a great variety of inconve-
niences since the commencement of the
blockade, independent of the additional
duties which they had been required to
discharge : that in particular their pay,
which constituted their chief, if not
their sole support, had, at different
times, suﬂ"ere(f a great diminution by
the exorbitant rate of exchange;”
which they stated to have fluctuated,
during a certain period, between 40
and 42 pence per dollar, Gibraltar cur-
rency: * that every article of clothing,
and still more, those essential to life
and health, were so advanced in price,
that, with the strictest economy, their
pay was totally inadequate to the ex-
penses absolutely indispensable in their
present situation: a situation which,
they apprehended, precluded them, ina
great measure, from participating with
the officers at home in the extensive
promotions which had of late taken
place in the army. They therefore
appealed to the paternal feelings, the
Jjustice, and the humanity of his Excel-
lency; trustinﬁ that, throngh his recom-
mendation and intercession, such assist-
ance and protection might be granted
them, as their situation and services
deserved : ” concluding with a request,
“ that his Excellency would be pleased
to lay their prayer, with all humility
on their part, at his Majesty’s feet.”
This memorial was seconded by an-
other of a similar import; but no offi-
cial answer was received to either.

It must be confessed, that under
these circumstances, the situation of
the officers was by no means flattering.
Whatever obstacles might be in the way
of their promotion, they could not help
feeling the peculiar hardship of their
situation : nor was the inactive and te-
dious service of a blockaded garrison

.

at all calculated to divert their minds,
or to soothe them into an acquiescence
with their fortune. They reflected,
with no very agreeable sensations, u

the preferment which had been Ii
rally bestowed upon young officers in
England; while many subalterns in
Gibraltar had ten or twelve years, or
upwards, of strict duty and services to
plead. Nay, the situation of some of
them was peeuliarly discouraging: for
their friends had repeatedly offered to
raise companies to secure their rank;
but of such consequence was the safety
of Gibraltar esteemed by the ministry, .
that orders were sent to forbid any
officers leaving the garrison, unless re-
placed by others from England. - Tt is
but justice to them, however, to observe,
that they in general submitted to the
evils of their situation without murmur
or repining; and that, preferring their
country’s good to every partial consi-
deration, they never publicly testified
their discontent, except in the two re-
spectful memorials which they pre-
sented to their governor.

A privateer, on the 9th of February,
arrived from Mahon : she ran through
ten cruisers, besides six gun-boats, and
was chased by a xebeque, but escaped
them all. The 17th, she continued ber
course for England. Mr. Logie, who
carried home dispatches, was a pas-
senger, with several others. The 19th
and 20th, arrived two polacre ships
from the eastward.

Our supplies from the eastward were
now pretty regular, and the boats and
vessels in general very successful in
their voyages. When the reader con-
siders the variety of difficulties and
dangers attending this intercourse, he
cannot but admire the perseverance of
these foreigners. Their vessels were
generally of light burthen, and open,
excepting a small scuttle abaft, which,
with the other parts of the vessel, was
usually filled with part of their cargo.
Their passage was seldom performed
in less than five days; and sometimes
it exceeded ten, and fourteen. Their
course was all the way along the ene-
my's coast: and even when arrived
within sight of the port, the danger
was greater than before, from the num-

F
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ber and vigilance of the enemy’s crui-
sers: the horrors of a Spanish gaol
stared them in the face, with the chance
of losing probably their all. One cir-
cumstance indeed was in their favour;
their vessels, in the rigging, resembled
those of the enemy. To the chance of
deceiving them they were nevertheless
unwilling entirely to trust: it was their
custom therefore to make the rock, if
possible, about sunset; then strike sail,
and lie-to, and at night push for the
bay. By manceuvring in this manner
they frequently arrived safe; and in
that case, it must be confessed, they
" were amply recompensed.

The 26th, the regiments in garrison
began to be reviewed : after the review,
each regiment marched to its alarm-
post, and discharged several rounds of
parapet firing. The 28th, a brig under
Genoese colours came over from Alge-
ziras : the crew reported, they had in-
jured their mast, and put into Alge-
ziras for another, but that the Spa-
niards had ill-treated them ; they there-
fore came over to remedy their loss.
To this story the governor did not give
imglicit credit: a guard of a subaltern
and twelve men was sent on board;
and after being for some time detained,
her cargo, which was fruit, was sold,
and the vessel was sent away.

The want of bread in the beginning
of March began again to be severely
felt : many families had not tasted any
for several days. The poor soldiers,
and still more the inhabitants, whose
finances would not allow them to pur-
chase articles from the Minorquin ves-
sels (the cargoes of which, by the way,
were chiefly luxuries), were in intoler-
able distress. Biscuit-crumbs sold for
10d. and 1s. per 1b. The allowance of
the troops was also eurtailed, and many
Portuguese fishermen left the garrison
for want of this article. Towards the
conclusion of the month, the invalids
of the garrison embarked on board the
Enterprise frigate, and St. Fermin
armed ship. The 27th the former, with
the Fortune sloop, sailed for Minorea ;
and the St. Fermin was to have accom-
g.nied them, but in getting out of the

ew mole some accident befel her, by
which she was detained. In the course

of the month several small craft arrived
from Minorca: and we lost two men by
desertion.

The beginuing of April the Spanish
admiral called in all his cruisers, and
some movements took place in their
disposition, which seemed to indicate
the expectation of a superior force.
The 2nd we observed their artillery
arranging the mortars in the Mill bat-
tery, which confirmed us in the con-
jecture. The succeeding day a British
cutter, called the Resolution, arrived
with rum, coals, and sugar, in twenty-
nine days, from Plymouth. The master
informed us that he left a fleet, which
was coming to our relief, at anchor in
Torbay. Our joy at this news was
greater, if possible, than when we were
told of our former relief. The exigen-
cies of the garrison since Admiral Rod-
ney’s departure had been as severe, if not
more so than before. Since the soldier,
for himself, only received weekly 52 1bs.
of bread, 13 oz of salt beef, 18 oz. of
pork, both of them almost in a state of
putrescence; 2% oz. of butter, which
was little better than rancid congealed
0il; 12 oz. of raisins, § a pint of peas,
1 pint of Spanish beans, 1 pint of wheat,
which they ground into i!)our for pud-
dings; 4 oz of rice, and } of a pint of
oil : what then must be the sufferings
of those who had a family of small
children to support out of this pittance !
or what must be the distress of the in-
habitants, who had no assistance from
the stores !

The night of the 3rd the St. Fermin,
with the Brilliant’s tender, which had
been forced by a gale of wind to put
into Gibraltar, sailed for Mahon; two
xebeques immediately gave chase, and,
we afterwards learned, captured the
former.

It being observed that the enemy had
stationed at Cabrita Point (though at
some distance from the land) a sloop
and two light brigs, supposed to be fire-
ships, the captains of the privateers in
the bay proposed cutting out the sloop,
and burning the other vessels. The
plan was mentioned to the li:)vemor by
an officer of the garrison, who had per-
mission to take with him a party of
volunteers from the different corps, and
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join in the expedition. About eleven | warm fighting and good seamanship
o'clock on the night of the 4th they | she escaped. e captain informed us

proceeded in four boats. When they
set out the night was very favourable
for the enterprise; but before they
reached the vessels the moon suddenly
shone forth, and they reluctantly re-
turned. Whether the Spaniards dis-
covered the boats or not, is a matter of
doubt; it is probable they did, as the
next morning four gun-boats joined
them from Algeziras, and the sloop re-
moved farther to the southward.

The enemy, on the 5th, scaled several
of their ordnance in the batteries round
the bay ; two frigates were also placed
in front of eight vessels, supposed to be
fire-ships: these motions convinced us
that the enemy were aware of the fleet
which was expected. The evening of
the 7th the Eagle privateer, of fourteen
%um, arrived in fourteen days from

lasgow: a xebeque, a sloop of four-
teen guns, a galliot, and eleven gun-
boats, engaged her in the bay; but by

that the fleet had sailed, and he was
much rised in not finding them
arﬁveds.n?he following day the Spanish
general visited the lines and advanced
works. The 9th only two xebeques and
the gun-hoats were at Algeziras, the
rest of their cruisers having left the
station. The 11th a felucca came round
Cabrita with oars and witha press of sail:
immediately upon entering the bay she
made a signal, which was answered at
Algeziras by an English ensign at the
main-top-gallant mast-head. m after
a boat went over to Ceuta, and the
xebeque which was stationed at the

int was called in with the gun-boats.
E: the evening many signals were made
from the west; and about midnight
arrived the Kite cutter, Captain Trol-
lop, with the joyful news that the con-
voy was at the entrance of the Straits,
under charge of Admiral Darby, with
the British grand fleet.
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CHAPTER V.

Admiral Darby relieves Gibraltar—Spaniards bombard the town—Soldiers guilty of irre-
gularities—Town frequently on fire, and greatly injured—Gun and mortar boats very
troublesome to the Nuvy—Admiral Darby returns to England-—Captain Curtis arrives
with a convoy of victuallers—Town in ruins—Gun-boats renew their attacks on the Gar-
rison: fatal effects—Inhabitants much alarmed by their attacks—One of the Enemy’s
magazines blown up—General Eliott adopts a mode of annoying the enemy's camp, and
constructs Prames to oppose the gun-boats—Bombardment abates—The Helena sloop-of-
war arrives, after a warm action with the enemy—Singular system of firing, from the

enemy—Melancholy fate of a matross—Enemy

make additions to their works—Firing

inereases on both sides—Death of Major Burke—Gallant behaviour of a working party—
A conspiracy discovered in the Navy—Enemy, by their operations, demonstrate their in-
tention of besieging the Garrison in form—Ineffectual attempt to destroy their batteries—
Several cutters taken—Enemy finish their batteries—General Eliott projects a sally, which

proves successful.

Ar daybreak, on the 12th of April,
the much-expected fleet, under the
command of Admiral Darby, was in
sight from our signal-house, but was
not discernible from below, being ob-
scured by a thick mist in the Gut. As
the sun, however, became more power-
ful, the fog gradually rose, like the
curtain of a vast theatre, discovering to
the anxious garrison one of the most
beautiful and pleasing scenes it is pos-
sible to conceive. The convoy, con-
sisting of near a hundred vessels, were
in a compact body, led by several men-
of-war: their sails just enough filled
for steerage, whilst the majority of the
line-of-battle ships lay-to under the
Barbara shore, having orders not to
enter the bay lest the enemy should
molest them with their fire-ships. The
ecstasies of the inhabitants at this grand
and exhilarating sight are not to be de-
seribed. Their expressions of joy far
exceeded their former exultations. Bat,
alas! they little dreamed of the tre-
mendous blow that impended, which
was to annihilate their property, and
reduce many of them to indigence and
beggary.

g&s the convoy approached the bay,
15 gun-boats advanced from Algeziras,
and forming in regular order under
the batteries at Cabrita Point, began a

smart cannonade on the nearest ships,
scconded by the gun and mortar bat-
teries on the land. A line-of-battle
ship and two frigates, however, soon
obliged them to a precipitate retreat;
and, continuing to pursue them, the
crews of several deserted their boats,
and took refuge amongst the rocks.
Had our ships advanced at this critical
Jjuncture nnr manned their boats, the
whole might probably have been de-
stroyed, and the garrison by that means
been rid of those disagreeable visitors
which afterwards so harassed and an-
noyed us; but the frigates, having dis-

rsed them, thought no more of the
um-boats, as some naval officers con-
temptuously called them, and left them
to be repossessed by the fugitives.

The enemy, on the land side, were
far from being idle spectators of this
relief.  On the first intimation of Ad-
miral Darby’s approach, preparations,
it is imagined, were made in the lines,
and a reinforcement of artillery ordered
down from the camp; as at ybreak,
before the fleet was well in sight, we
remarked that their cannon were ele-
vated, and the :Eunges and rammers
reared against the merlons. These,
with other appearances, indicated an
intention of opening on the garrison.

Our private letters had, for some
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time before, mentioned that the Spa-
niards proposed to bombard Gibraltar,
if the ison was a second time
relieved ; but the truth of this intelli-
gence was doubted, it being couceived
that no beneficial consequences could
arise to them from such a cruel pro-
ceeding. We, however, overlooked the
predominant characteristic of the na-
tion, which, particularly in this in-
stance, seems to have inflnenced them
more than any other motive, and even to
have carried ‘them beyond that line of
prudence and caution, which in military
affairs ought to be strietly attended to.
About three-quarters past ten o’clock,
the van of the convoy came to an
anchor off the New mole and Rosia
bay; and, as if this were the signal for
the enemy to open, a smart fire imme-
diately commenced from Fort St.
Philip, followed by all the batteries
which bore upon the garrison. The
number of ordnance bearing on the
lace was as follows :—The ng’s, or
lack battery (mounting 14 guns), 12
bearing on the garrison; Fort St.
Philip (27 guns), 11 bearing on the
garrison; Infanta’s battery, of 7 guns;
Prinece’s and Princess’s batteries, of 14
guus each ; Fort St. Barbara (23 guns),
6 bearing on the garrison; these, with
about 50 mortars, distributed along
their lines, and in St. Carlos’s battery,
amount to 114 pieces of artillery; all
of heavy metal, being twenfy-six
pounders, and thirteen-ineh mortars.
The enemy’s cannonade was instantly
returned from the garrison; but our
artillery had orders to disregard their
lines, and notice only the St. Carlos’s
battery, ~which consequently soon
slackened its fire. The miserable and
terrified inhabitants, who just before
were congratulating each other on the
arrival oﬁe fleet, now changed their
exultation to sorrow, and flocked, old
and young, men, women, and children,
in the greatest confusion, to the south-
ward, leaving their property, unse-
cured, to the mercy of the soldiers.
The shells from the St. Carlos’s battery
were directed towards the New mole;
the convoy, however, had been warned
not to anchor within the range of their

fire; the shipping, therefore, were not.

in the least molested. A settee was
sunk near the watering-tank, and num-
bers of shells fell on the Red sands, and
in the neighbourhood of Southport,
which added no little to the alarm of
the fugitives from town. The enemy’s
other batteries were chiefly directed to
Willis’s, the lines, and tﬁ)a.rticularly the
ground upon which the troops were
intended to have been encamped. Be-
tween one and two o’clock their firing
abated, and in a short time ceased,
Of this favourable cessation the inha-
bitants availed themselves, to secure
such valuable property as could be ex-
peditiously removed ; but the heavier
articles, which the avaricious and hard-
hearted hucksters had kept concealed
in their stores, to bring forth in small
quantities when the prices suited, were
all destroyed in the course of the bom-
bardment.

About five o’clock, the batteries of
the enemy again opened, and the firing
continued, without intermission, the
remainder of the day and the succeed-
ing might. It did “not, however, in-
terrupt the disembarkation of the sup-
plies. Five hundred men, with a
portion of officers, were ordered for
that duty ; they were afterwards con-
siderably augmented, and such was the
labour and diligence of the garrison,
that the stores were landed, with the
assistance of the navy, in nine or ten
days. Our casualties, on the 12th, were
but few; Lieutenant Boag, of the artil-
lery, was wounded, also several non-
commissioned officers and privates,

The bombardment was continued the
13th, and several soldiers were killed
and wounded in their quarters. In the
course of the day, 150 men were or-
dered to remove ammunition to the
magazines on the hill, and an additional
number to join the party employed in
landing ‘the supplies. e 14th, the
gun and mortar boats fired upon the
shipping, but were soon obllit:l to
retire. Several barges attended, ving
officers in them, who seemed to give
directions how to point their cannon.
Our batteries ceased firing this day,
but the enemy’s ordnance were kept
going with great vivacity. They ap-
peared to have got the exact range of
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the heights; even the R

did not escape their shells.
Martin of the 39th regiment was
slightly wounded with splinters of
stones. No arrangement for lacing
the troops under shelter was yet Enown;
and the former distribution, given out
in November, was totally overthrown
by the extensive range of the enemy’s
fire. Officers, however, whose quarters
were damaged, received marquees from
the public stores, to encamp at the
southward ; and the distrﬂsseclJ inhabit-
ants were accommodated with tents,

It being remarked that the enemy’s
fire considerably abated about noon,
the governor ordered the town-guards
o assemble at twelve o'clock; by
which regulation less danger was ap-
prehendegu in relieving the men on
duty. The night pickets were like-
wise ordered to occupy the casemates
under the Grand battery, that they
might be at hand to reinforce the

- morthern guards, in case of alarm.
.The total strength of the pickets, at
this period, was 2 captains, 9 subal-
terns, 9 serjeants, 9 drummers, and
391 rank and file. The cause of the
‘cessation in the enemy’s fire at noon,
-arose from a custom, pretty general «n
Spain, and common, 1 believe, in most
warm climates, that of indulging them-
selves with a meridian nap. This
luxury the Spaniards could not refuse
themselves, even in war; and it was
invariably attended to during their
future operations against Gibraltar.*

Vice-Admiral Darby with the ships
of war continued cruising in sight of
the rock: the service however re-
qujt'iufI dispatch in landing the su
plies, he detached Rear-Admiral Sir
John Lockart Ross to superintend that
duty in the bay; and the garrison
fatigue party was augmented to up_
wards of a thousand men, besideg

* This will not appear so extraordinary
when the reader is informed that, during the
insurrection of Madrid, in 1766, the insur-
ents, as mentioned by Major Dalrymple, in

is * Travels through Spain,” regularly in-
dulged themselves with their siesta, and then
returned to their different places of rendez-
vous. Theirantagonists didlEe same ; so that
there seemed tolﬁe a sleepy convention, for a

few hours, every day, between the govern-
ment and the mob,

i |

officers. The evening of the 14th the
enemy’s shells were very profusely dis-
tributed : some that did not burst we
examined, and on drawing the fuse,
found inflammable matter mixed with
the powder: these combustibles set fire
to a wine-house in the green-market,
near the Spanish church, and before the
fire could be extinguished, four or five
houses were burnt to the ground. De-
tachments from the regiments and
rds in town were immediately or-
ered to quench the flames; but the
enemy’s cannonade became so brisk,
that great confusion ensued. From
this moment we may date the com-
mencement of the irregularities into
which, through resentment and intoxi-
cation, the soldiers were betrayed.
Some died of immediate intoxication,
and several were with difficulty re-
covered, by oils and tobacco water,
from a dangerous state of ebriety.
Though riot and violence are most
contrary to that spirit of regular dis-
cipline which should always prevail in
military affairs, something may yet be
urged in extenuation of tie conduct of
the troops, which has been so much
the subject of reprehension amongst
the people interested. The extreme
distress to which the soldiers had been
reduced by the mercenary conduct of
the hucksters and liquor-dealers, in
hoarding, or rather concealing their
stocks, to enhance the price of what
was exposed for sale, raised amongst
the troops (when they discovered Exse
great quantities of various articles ‘in
the private stores) a spirit of revenge,
The first and second days they con-
ducted themselves with™ great pro-
priety ; but on the eve of the third
day, their discipline was overpowered
by their inebriation, and from that in-
stant, regardless of punishment, or the
entreaties of their officers, they were
guilty of many and great excesses.
The enemy’s shells soon forced open
the secret recesses of the merchants,
and the soldiers instantly availed them-
selves of the opportunity to seize upon
the liquors, :v;l)nch th:y conveyetfo to
haunts of their own. Here, in parties,
they barricaded their quarters against
all opposers, and, insensible of their
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da.nﬁer, regaled themselves with the
spoils.  Several skirmishes occurred
amongst them, which, if not seasonably
put a stop to by the interférence of
officers, might have ended in serious
consequences,

It did not appear through all their
intemperance that these irregularities
arose from any cause so much as a
ipirit of revenge against the merchants.

great quantity of liquor, &ec., was
wantonly destroyed ; and, in some
cases, ineredible profusion prevailed.
Among other instances of caprice and
extravagance, I recollect seeing a party
of soldiers roast a pig by a fire made of
cinnamon. The offenders were at first
confined and reprimanded, which the
governor judged would have a greater
effect than punishment; but on their
relapsing a second time into the like
disorders, he was convinced his lenity
was disregarded, and he was therefore
compelled to use more rigorous mea-
sures,

I have thought proper to digress a
little upon this subject, not in justifica-
tion of the soldiers, but to acquaint the
world with the truth, as some who
have related the occurrences of this
period to their friends, have omitted
doing the garrison the justice to annex
the account of their former hardships.
Besides, had the troops been in the
highest degree abstemious, the enemy’s
fire would soon have destroyed what
was only the sooner consumed by their
extravagance ; for the inhabitants were
too much alarmed for the safety of their
own persons, to attend to the security
of their effects.

I forgot to mention in its place that,
Erevious to the bombardment, orders

ad been given for removing the sick
in town, when the firing commenced :
on the 13th, therefore, the men were
conveyed to the naval hospital at the
.southward.

The 15th the bombardment was con-
tinued with greater vivacity. Notcon-
tent with discharging their ordnance
regularly, they saluted us almost every
instant with a volley of eight or ten
cannon, besides mortars, Our batteries
remained silent, and the guns at Willis’s
were drawn behind the merlons, to

secufe them inst the enemy’s shot.
It was observed they directed a great
number of shells towards the Working
parade, and about the Victualling-office.
In the morning the gun-boats again
attacked the ships of war and trans-
gorts, and the navy returned a smart
re. About noon, Lieut. Budworth of
the 72nd regiment, and Surgeon Ches-
holme of tht 56th, were wounded by
a splinter of a shell at the door of a
northern casemate in the Kiug’s bastion.
The former was dangerously sealped,
and the latter had one foot taken off, and
the othrer leg broken, besides.a wound in
the knee. The troops in town, in the
afternoon began to encamp at the south-
ward, and to be regularly distributed
amongst the casemates in town. The
following was the arrangement. To
the Hanoverians were allotted the
bomb-proofs under the grand battery,
occupied by the pickets, which in con-
sequence removed to Landport gate-
way and Prince of Hesse’s casemate.
The 12th, 39th, and 56th régiments
were ordered to Montague’s
casemate with the Galley-house and
Waterport gateway: those who could
not be accommodated in these quarters,
encamped above the South barracks
and NMavy hospital, on the declivity of
the hill: the 72nd regiment totally
withdrew into the King’s bastion, and
the 58th and 73rd regiments remained
in the South barracks: the artillery
and engineers were disposed of on the
same plan. Several days elapsed before
the troops were properly settled. The
ground on which they encamped was
very steep and rugged : it was neces-
sary therefore to level it into te
for the men to pitch their tents. The
regimental stores were also to be re-
moved, and other duties of a similar
nature executed, before the troops could
be considered as properly established.
The gun-boats attacked the shipping
on the 16th, and endeavoured to molest
the parties employed in landing the
provisions; but a line-of-battle ship
and two frigates soon obliged them to
retire. In the course of the day the
women and children who had taken
refuge with their husbands and friends
in the ates in town, were ordered

e
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to remove and encamp at the south-
ward. Though this order, from mo-
tives of humanity, was not strictly en-
forced, yet it greatly relieved the men,
and in a measure removed our appre-
hensions of some infections disorder
being generated from their crowded
and confined situation in the bomb-
proof casemates. The officers were
under the necessity of participating
with the men in these unpleasant ac-
commodations : their presence, how-
ever, produced this beneficial conse-
quence, that they often prevented the
men from indulging in those excesses,
into which otherwise the undoubtedly
would have entered. 'lzhe same day
the Queéen’s liues, Main, New mole,
and Rosia guards, were ordered to be
eaptain’s guards.
€ enemy on the 17th first reached
the rock gun with shot from the seven-
gun battery. Colonels Ross, Green,
and Picton were appointed the same
day to rank as brigatfi’ers; and Captain
Wilson of the 7ond regiment, Lieute-
nant Holloway of the en ineers, and
Captain Picton of the 12 regiment,
were appointed their brigade-majors.
Two field-officers, with a captain from
each regiment, and one subaltern for
every Efg; men, were ordered also to
superintend the disembarkation of pro-
visions. In the afternoon the shells of
the besiegers set fire to thé stores in
the Spanish chureh. Parties were in-
stantly detached from the main guard,
72nd regiment, and other corps in town,
to remove the provisions. The lien.
tenant-governor with his aides-de-camp
Was present, encouraging the men to
perform this duty with expedition. The
enemy’s fire at this time was remark-
ably spirited ; nevertheless, the greater
part was saved by the activity of the
parties. Many casks of floar were
brought into the King’s bastion, and
giled as temporary traverses before the
oors of the southern casemates, in
which several persons had been killed
and wounded in bed. These traverses,
however, did not continue long ; for
the men, when the spoils in the town
€ scarce, considered those barrels
which the enemy’s shot had pierced as
lawful prizes. The contents were soon

scooped out and fried into es,
a dish which they were ve expert in
cooking ; and the upper uzs, wanting
support from below, gave way, and the
whole came to the ground. Though
the flour by this means was in a great
measure lost to government, yet the
number of accidents which these tra-
verses prevented, greatly overbalanced
the value of the article. Traverses of
another natare were afterwards erected
in their room.

The gun-boats, on the 18th, fired
again upon the shipping and men-of-
war cruising in the bay. The Minerva
and Monsieur frigates had several men
dangerously wounded; and the Non-
such had her mast crippled. The navy,
after this attack, no longer considered
these boats in the same espicable light
as on their first entrance into the bay.
In the course of the day a shell fell
through the arch of the Galley-house,
where part of the 39th and some of the
12th regiments were quartered; it
killed two and wounded four privates.
In consequence of this unexpected
casualty the troops removed thence,
and joined their regiments at the south-
ward.

Our batteries, especially at Willis’s,
by this time exhibited a very disor-
derly and ruinous appearance. The
ordnance had been withdrawn when the
artillery ceased to fire: but the merlons
were now considerably damaged, and
some of the cannon dismounted and
injurs eg The lines were alsd nearly
choked up with loose stones and rub-
bish, brought down by the shot from
the rock above; the traverses along
the line wall were greatly injured ;
and the town, particularly at the north-
ward, approached ever: day toward
complete demolition. e engineers,
however, were ordered to repare ma-
terials for repairing the Queen’s bat-
tery at Willis’s; and parties of work-
men were employed in carrying up
from below sand-bags and other requi-
sites for that purpose. New traverses
were likewise begun along the differ-
ent communieations, higher, stronger,
and at shorter distances than the old
ones.

The gun-boats renewed their attack,
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the 19th, on the shipping, but were
soon obliged to retreat. In the course
of the day the terrace storehouse was
seét on fire. The camp-equipage of the
garrison being in an adjacent house,
parties from the regiments in town
were ordered to remove them with the
greatest expedition. The men gene-
rally received some gratuity from the

vernor for these hazardous duties,

he ?.;f]bwiu day, the supplies being
landed, the fleet in the evening pre-
}_)ared to return to the westward. Be-
ore they weighed, their good friends
the gun-boats gave them a parting
salute, and did some damage. By six
o'clock the whole were under way.
Many merchantmen, freighted with
merchandise and articles much wanted
in the garrison, returned with their
cargoes ; the merchants refusing to
take them on account of the bombard-
ment, Great numbers of the inhabit-
ants and officers’ families likewise
embraced this opportunity of leaving
the garrison.

The impatience of the British admi-
ral to disembark the supplies, that he
might not lose the opportunity of the
easterly wind to return from the Medi-
terranean, had prevented the garrison
from unloading the colliers that had
arrived with the fleet: these ships were
therefore scuttled in the New mole to
be discharged at leisure. The ordnance
transports were also ordered within the
boom for the same purpose. In the
course of the 20th, the Victualling-
office was on fire for a short time; and
at night the town was on fire in four
different places; but the public stores
being safe, no attempts were made to
extinguish the flames.

The enemy’s cannonade and bom-
bardment continued still very brisk.
The 21st, forty-two rounds were num.
bered in two minutes, between six and
eight &'clock. The garrison flag-staff
on the Grand battery was so much in-
jured by their fire, that the upper part
was obliged to be cut off; and the
colours, or rather the glorious remains,
were nailed to the stump. The even-
ing of the 22nd, the combustible mat-
ter in their shells setting fire to some
fascines at Waterport, Lieut. Cunning-

ham, of the 39th regiment, was wounded
in extinguishing them. The fate of
this young gentleman may be con-
sidered as extraordinary. examin-
ing the wound, whi¢h was in the head,
it appeared so trifling that the surgeon
judged his skull unhurt ; and his seem-
Ing recovery confirmed the opinion.
Something more than a fortnight elapsed
when he complained of a pain in his
head: he immediately took to his bed,
and in a short time expired. After his
decease a considerable connter-fracture
was discovered, with a quantity of ex-
travasated blood encircling the brain.

The gun and mortar boats, on the
23rd, fired upon our parties ranging
the provisions at the sonthward. 260
shot and 40 shells were discharged,
several of which fell about the camp
and powder-magazines. The wife of a
soldier of the 58th regiment was killed
behind the South barracks, and seve-
ral men wounded. The bombardment
from the lines was now in some de-
gree abated, in consequence of their
batteries being shaken and injured b
their own constant cannonade. W’;
observed during this day a number of
mules, with carts, bringing materials
to the line to repair them. Our ar-
tillery at night annoyed them with a
few rounds from the batteries above
Willis’s.

The 24th, a shell fell at the door
of a casemate, under the south flank of
the King's bastion, and wounded four
men within the bomb-proof. This case-
mate had been appropriated as a pow-
der magazine for the bastion, and the
powder had only been removed to the
opposite casemate a few days previous
to this accident. In the afterncon a
soldier of the 12th regiment deserted
from Landport guard, in consequence
of which the town guards were ordered
to assemble the subsequent day at two
o'clock ». M. The enemy, however,
not increasing their fire as was ex-
pected, the guards afterwards mounted
at the usual time.

The garrison orders of the 26th ex-
pressed, that any soldier, convicted of
being drunk or asleep upon his post, or
foung marauding, should be 1mmedi-
ately executed. These measures, Ti-
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gorous as they may appear, were be-
come absolutely necessary, and, in
reality, had been too long deferred.
The soldiers were now arrived at so
high a pitch of licentiousness, that no
respect was Xaid to their officers, and
scarcely obedience to them even when
onduty. Such behaviour, if not curbed
in time, too commonly induces very
serious consequences. At the same
time that this order was issued, the
regiments quartered at the southward
were commanded, in case of alarm, to
assemble in two lines on the Red sands,
the British in front, and the Hano-
verian brigade in therear. The troops
in town had their stations likewise
allotted them.

In the afternoon of the 27th, a con-
vo! of 20 victuallers, under charge of
4 frigates and the Fortune sloop, ar-
rived in thirteen days from Minorca,
It now appeared that the governor did
not entirely depend on receiving sie-
cours from England, but thought it

. prudent to obtain supplies from other
quarters, lest any accident should pre-
vent the British fleet arriving in time
to his relief. Thus determined to pro-
vide against fortuitous events, he had
secretly ordered provisions to be pur-
chased from the prizes taken in the
Mediterranean, and carried into Port
Mahon, and shipped on board vessels
that were hired for that purpose. Cap-
tain Curtis, of the Brilliant frigate, had
the charge of this valuable convo 3
and the success attending the enterprise
demonstrates with what secrecy it had
been conducted. They were ignorant
of Admiral Darby having been in the
Mediterranean, and were agreeably sur-
prised to find from the énemy no oppo-
sition to their entrance.

The provisions thrown in by the
British admiral were not yet stored ;
nor had they any further protection
against the weather than a covering of
canvas, formed from the sails of the
colliers that were run ashore in the
New mole. Under these unavoidable
circumstances, it was peculiarly unfor-
tunate that the rains at this period
should be unusually heavy, and of
long continnance. ~The troops also
were very material sufferers from this

inclemency of the weather. The rain,
that poured down in torrents from the
face of the hill, soon broke down the
loose banks of earth raised to cover
their tents, which, being pitched on
the declivity of the hill, were swept
away by the force of the stream; and
thus the fatigued soldier, who scarcely
was one night out 6f three in bed, was
frequently exposed at midnight to a
deluge of rain. These misfortunes,
however, taught them to provide against
such future accidents; and in a few
months, after some labour and atten-
tion, their quarters were more comfort-
able and secure.

The remainder of the month was
remarkable for excessive rains, at-
tended with most dreadful thunder and
lightning, which, during the night, in
addition to the fire from the enemy,
had an awful and tremendous effect,
The bombardment continued warm and
well supported ; but the enemy did not
appear to have any particular object.
In the early part of the day they in
general fired pretty smartly: about
noon their batteries slackened, and
from twelve till two o'clock almost
totally ceased: after two they recom-
menced, and persevered till the sue-
ceeding meridian. During the night
they directed their fire principally to
the heights and lines, as probably they
had information, by the last deserter,
that we employed, every night, parties
to clear and repair those works,

The morning of the 30th we dis-
covered the gun and mortar boats a
proaching the garrison : they took their
stations off the town to avoid the fire
from the frigates, and varied very little
from their former attacks. Five shot
landed on Windmill-hill, which was es-
teemed a remarkably long range. We
returned a brisk and well-directed fire;
and they retired. It was remarked that
the land batteries were in a measure
silent during their stay. In the even-
ing a Hanoverian, with sonie others,
was detected marauding in a store: the
party was given in charge to a sentry,
but the former attempted to escape : the
sentry called to him to stop, otherwise-
he would fire; and on his not com ly-
ing with the order, the sentry shot E.un
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dead on the spot. A general return of
casualties, &c. for every month, is in-
serted at the conclusion,

Early on the 2nd of May, two set-
tees arrived from Algiers, laden with
sheep, wine, and brandy. The enemy
now seemed to have given up the idea
of blockading us to a surrender. No
cruisers had been observed out since
the departure of Admiral Darby. In
the evening a shell from the garrison
fell upon the eastern traverse, in the
St. Carlos’s battery, under which was
their magazine, and, communicating
with the powder, blew it up. The
explosion was not loud; but the da-
mage was so very considerable that
the ordnance were silent for several
days. Our artillery annoyed the ¢nem
greatly during their confusion, thougz
they kept up a brisk discharge from
the lines, at the rate of 250 rounds an
hour. The day following, Lieut, Wil-
lington, of the artillery, was wounded
at Willis’s. The 5th, a soldier of the
58th regiment was executed on the
Grand parade, at the door of the store
where he was detected plundering.
-His body hung till sunset, as an ex-
ample to other offenders.

The enemy’s cannonade and bom-
bardment continued to be wide and
scattered, apparently having no par-
ticular object. Shells were yet la-
vishly expended ; and, what was very
singular, many of those which feil
blind, contained, on examination, a
vast quantity of sand mixed with the
powder. We could not otherwise ac-
count for this unusual circumstance,
than by supposing the powder was
stolen gy their people 'mpfhe labora-
tories. Other shells still scattered, on
their explosion, combustible matter,
which, setting fire to the loose timber
and wood dispersed amongst the ruins
of the town, greatly endangered the
king’s stores and magazines. This in-
duced the governor, on the 6th, to
publish a placard, signifying to the
Inhabitants that such materials of this
nature as were not removed out of the
reach of the enemy’s fire, would be
converted to the king’s use. The
morning of the 7th, the gun and mor-

tar boats fired upon the town and the

New mole : they stayed about an hour,
and then retired. "We returned up-
wards of 400 rounds with great vi-
vacity, which greatly displeased the
overnor: “There would be no end,”
e said, “of expending ammunition if
we fired every time they came, and
while they were at so great a distance :
in future” he ordered “no notice to
be taken of the gun-hoats, unless they
approached within the distance of
grape.” The 8th, Captain Fowlis, of
the 73rd, was wounded in the lines.
The enemy’s fire was now more
regular: we no longer experienced
the sudden fits that had induced them
to discharge a whole battery at a
volley: it amounted about this time,
upon an average, to 1500 rounds in the
twenty-four hours. The 9th, Lieut.
Lowe, of the 12th regiment, a superin-
tendent of the working-parties, lost
his leg by a shot, on the slope of the
hill under the castle. He saw the
shot betore thé fatal effect, but was
fascinated to the spot. This sudden
arrest of the faculties was not uncom-
mon : several instances occurred to
my own observation, where men to-
tally free have had their senses so
engaged by a shell in its descent, that,
though sensible of their danger, even
so far as to ery for assistance, they
have been immediately fixed to the
place. But what is more remarkable,
these men have so instantaneonsly re-
covered themselves on its fall to the
ground, as to remove to a place of
safety before the shell burst. The
gun and mortar boats repeated their
visit on the 11th, but fired from so
respectful a-distance that scarcely a
shot came ashore. Qur batteries were
manned ; nevertheless, not a gun was
returned. Lientenant Thornton, of the
12th regiment, was wounded thé same
day with splinters of stones, thrown up
by a shot which grazed betwixt his
legs.
The buildings in town at this time
exhibited a most dreadful picture of
the effects of so animated a bombard-
ment. Secarcely a house, north of the
Grand parade, was tenantable ; all of
them were deserted. Some few, near
Southport, continued to be inhabited
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:)hy soldiers’ families; but in general
e floors and roofs were destroyed,
and the walls only were left standing.
The governor and lientenant-governor,
however, maintained their quarters,
having parties constantly employed in
repairing the damage. Both had bomb-
proofs ; and the former afterwards had
a large tent pitched on a rising situ-
ation south of the Red sands, where,
with his suite, he generally remained
during the day, returning at night to
town ; but the lieutenant-governor con-
stantly resided in town, having accom-
modations in the King’s bastion,

The evening of the 12th, the gun and
mortar boats fired upon the garrison
from off the 0ld mole, seconded by a
very warm fire from their land bat-
teries. Several shells from the former
ranged as high as the Signal-house,
and some fell over the rock. They dis-
charged 180 shot and 46 shells, and
then retired, throwing up the usual
signal of a rocket from each boat.
Though our batteries were manned,
the garrison remained silent. About
the 13th, and for a few succeedin
days, the enemy’s shells were directeg
for an unusual long range. One fell on
the forecastle of a collier in the New
mole, and pierced both decks, but did
not burst. Two fell amongst the pro-
visions on the New mole parade, and
another in the middle yard of the
South barracks; a splinter of the latter
flew to the Navy hospital, The 14th,
a shell fell into the Small armoury,
near Southport, but fortunately did
little inju The 17th, the Jews’ syn-
agogue and other buildings were burnt
down. The following day, a shell from
our upper batteries blew up the guard-
room in the place d’armes of Fort Bar-
bara. Our engineers were at this time
employed every night in clearing the
works, filling up shell-holes, and re-
g;.iring the glacis and traverses at

aterport. The enemy’s fire at this
period seldom exceeded a thousand
Tounds in the course of 24 hours: their
batteries were much shaken with the
firing, and parties were constantly
bringing supplies of ammunition to the
lines, and different materials for the
repair of their works.

An attempt was made by the navy»
on the 19th, to cut off a polacre be-
calmed near Europa Point; but, a
breeze springing up, she escaped. The
gun-boats soon after came out, appa-
rently with an intention of aven
this affront; but, the wind freshening,
they returned. The eannonade from
the enemy was now principally directed
at our u(Fper batteries. The rock gun,
mounted on the summit of the northern
front, was become as warm, if not
warmer, than any other battery; and
scarcely- a day passed without some
casualties at that post. The gun and
mortar boats, early in the morning of
the 20th, repeated their attack on the
garrison and shipping. They were
arranged in two divisions, those to the
northward directing their fire towards
the King’s bastion and Southport, but
most of their shells broke on the face
of the rock ; whilst the southward divi-
sion annoyed the shipping and camp.
Their usual signal for retiring was
made about a quarter past three o’clock.
On this occasion we returned a few shots
from the town batteries.

At the commencement of the bom-
bardment, the out-guards of Bay-side
and Lower Forbes's had been with-
drawn from those barriers, and an
officer’s guard stationed every night in
the Fléche, a work erected near the
Inundation at the foot of Landport
glacis. On the morning of the 21st,
the sentries at this post observed a man
advancing, with great circumspection,
along the causeway : instead of answer-
ing when challenged, he immediatel
dropped. Lieut. Wetham, of the 58
regiment, the officer on duty, suspeect-
ing he came to reconnoitre, instantly,
with the serjeant, went out to seize
him ; but the man rising, he pursued,
and was within a very short distance
of securing him, when he fell into a
shell-hole near Bay-side, and the man
escaped. It was imagined that curio-
sity had prompted him to make trial of
the alertness of our sentries. His hat,
which fell off in his retreat, his firelock
with bayonet, and pouch filled with 29
rounds of ammunition, were hung on
the palisades of the barrier, and were
afterwards brought in.
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Early on the morning of the 22nd, a
splinter of a shell, which fell and burst
on the Church battery, ranged upwards
of 200 fys.rds, and cutting the leaden
apron of the morning-gun on the South
bastion, fired it off. -'f‘his singular e¢ir-
cumstance, happening some hours be-
fore daybreak, not a little surprised
those wio heard the report, and were
ignorant of the cause. Our fire was
now increased to about 150 rounds
in the 24 hours, the enemy’s parties
being engaged in repairing the lines
of approach. Their cannonade, on the
contrary, was reduced, upon an average,
to 650 rounds.

The night of the 23rd, the gun and
mortar boats renewed their attack upon
the camp, which, in its consequences,
was more dreadful than any we had
hitherto experienced. The silence ob-
served by the garrison during their
preceding visits emboldened them, on
this ocecasion, to advance so near that
we could distinetly hear their officers
give orders to the men, who frequently
eried out to us, in Spanish, to “take
care.” During the first and second
rounds, the shells fell over Windmill-
hill into the sea ; but this mistake they

soon rectified, and the attack became’

excessively smart. Two shells fell
within the Hospital-wall, and a shot
passed through the roof of one of the

avilions. A shell fell in a house in

ardy-town, and killed Mr. Israel, a
very respectable Jew, with Mrs. Tour-
ale, a female relation, and his clerk.
Another, from the St. Carlos’s battery,
fell into a house near South-shed, 1n
which were fifteen or sixteen persons:
the shell burst, but all escaped, except
a child whose mother had experienced
a similar fate some time before. A sol-
dier of the 72nd regiment was killed in
his bed by a shot; and a Jew butcher
was equally unfortunate. In all, seven
were killed, and twelve or thirteen
wounded. The silence of the garrison,
when the destructive effeets of this
attack were publicly known, caused
great secret discontent amongst the
soldiers; and such representations were
madeé to the governor, that he ordered
the artillery to return their fire when
they repeated their visit.

The evening of the 27th, the engi-
neers, with a utron%iparty, repaired the
Queen’s battery (Willis’s). The new
merlons were raised with sand-bags on
the base of the old ones, and the whole
was completed before morning -
fire. The following day, a squadron
of Russian men-of-war passed through
the Straits to the west. Whilst they
remained in sight, the enemy increased
their fire upon the garrison. The same
day arrived the General Murray pri-
vateer and a polacre from Minorea,
with wine, brandy, lemons, an8 salt;
and in the evening, the Enterprise fri-
gate, with 17 ordnance-ships and trans-
ports, sailed for England. The enemy
discovered them before they quitted
the bay, and repeated their signals to-
wards Cadiz. The garrison tlag-staff,
on the Grand battery, was now so mu-
tilated, and the flag so much torn by
the enemy’s shot, that it became neces-
sary to erect a new one, which was
done the night of the 28th; and it
served to engage the attention of the
enemy in the succeeding day’s firing.

The morning of the 29th, two British
frigates, the Flora and Crescent, which
haﬁaconveyed the . Minorca ordnance-
ships to Mahon, appeared from the east.
Capt.PeereWilliams, in the former, stood
towards the bay; and being informed
by Capt. Curtis that the Enterprise had
sailed the preceding evening, put about
and followed his consort, the Crescent,
which was then chasing two Vessels,
apparently Dutchmen, under the Bar-
bary shore; and soon after they disap-
peared, we heard a cannonade to the
west, which most likely proceeded
from the ensuing engagement, as we
afterwards learned that the ships chased
were Dutch frigates.®* At noon the
same day, two artificers were executed
at the White Convent in Irish Town
for maranding ; and the following day,
one of the 58th suffered for the same

* Captain Williams, in this action, took his

opponent; but the Crescent, from some u
fortunate accidents, was compelled to
render to her adversary. The Crescent
however, retaken by the Flora; but
greatly damaged, both she and the Fl
prize afterwards fell a prey to some Fre
cruisers,
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offence. The 31st, in the evening, a
ship under Ra.gusnn colours, attempt-
ing to get round Europa Point to pro-
ceed to Algeziras, was driven under
our guns, and obliged to come in. She
was laden with wheat and barley, bound
from Barcelona to Cadiz; and her cargo
was condemned as a lawful prize.

The enemy’s bombardment was con-
siderably abated towards the close of
the month. Their objects for some
time were the upper batteries, and par-
ticularly the Royal bamo]:iy, whence
they were greatly incommoded. They
often attempted to reach Landport and
the lines with heavy grape from the
advanced mortars, but it seldom ranged
farther than the Inundation. ur
engineers, notwithstanding their fire,
continued making such repairs as the
enemy’s cannonade rendered necessary.

About two o’clock, on the morning
of the 1st of June, the gun and mortar
boats saluted us as usual, and wounded
three or four men: they were in three
divisions. We returned the fire from
different batteries between King’s bas-
tion and Buena Vista. During this
attack an incident happened which I
will beg leave to insert. A soldier,
rambling about the town, accidentally
found, in the ruins of a house, several
watches and other articles of value, of
which he immediately made prize; but
how to secrete them afterwards was a
subject that required the utmost reach
of his invention. He was sensible he
could not secure them in his quarters,
as every soldier of his regiment was
examined on his return to his bomb-

roof from duty. He resolved, there-

ore, on a singular expedient. Taking
out the wad which served as a tompion
to a gun on the King’s bastion, he
lodged his prize, which was tied in his
handkerchief, as far as he could reach,
within the gun, and put the wad in its
former place. In times of peace he
could not have devised a better reposi-
tory ; but, unfortunately, the gun-boats
coming the same evening (whilst he
was fast asleep in his casemate, not
apprehending any danger to his secreted
treasure), this richly loaded gun was
one of the first that was discharged at
the enemy, and the foundation of his

future greatness was dispersed in an
instant.

The enemy’s cannonade, in the be-
ginning of June, decreased to about
500 rounds in the 24 hours: the
King’s, or Black battery (as it was
called by the garrison), with the two
fourteen-gun batteries in their li
were now silent. :

The morning of the 3rd the gun-
boats repeated their visit about the
same time as before. In this attack
2 serjeants, of the 12th and 58th regi-
ments, were killed, and 2 privates
wounded : many shells fell among the
tents of the different regiments, and
two shot in the hospital-yard. A cor-
poral, going with the relief at Land-
port, had the muzzle of his firelock
closed, and the barrel twisted like a
French horn, by a shell, without injury
to his person. We returned the fire
from the town batteries, hoping by that
means to direct their attention from
our camp. The 4th, the governor
commemorated the anniversary of his
Majesty’s birthday, by a salute at noon
of 23 cannon, and 43 mortars, being
the number of ordnance that bore on
the St. Carlos’s battery. The fire began
at the Rock mortar, seconded by the
Old mole, and so on from right to left
till the whole were discharged: the
enemy, indl.llgin‘gi themselves, as usual,
with a siesta, did not immediately
return our fire; but in the early part
of the day they had made the town
pretty warm, and fired twice or thrice
through the royal standard.

In the course of the 4th, a tartan
was taken coming in from the east:
the crew, however, escaped to the gar-
rison in their boat, A Spanish squadron
of 2 line-of-battle ships, 3 xebeques,
and 2 bomb-ketches, also arrived the
same day at Algeziras, from aloft.
With this reinforcement, their naval
force before Gibraltar amounted to 2
ships of the line, 5 xebeques, 2 ketches,
several half-galleys and armed vessels,
-with 15 or 16 gun and mortar boats.
These latter were become so active that
we could never promise ourselves a
night’s repose without being disturbed
by a cannonade; and their attacks
were more vexatious from the impossi-
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bility of being able to retaliate, because
they presented to us so small an object.
Whenever the alarm was given of their
approach, which was generally a little
after midnight, the southern part of
the rock was in immediate commotion.
Their effects had been found so de-
structive, that all were upon the look-
out : the troops were ordered from
their tents, to places where they were
covered from the shot; but the shells
were directed into the most sequestered
recesses. Such was the terror of the
miserable inhabitants, that many of
them fled nearly naked to the remote
parts of the rock ; and even here they
could scarcely deem themselves secure :
in short, no scene could be more de-
plorable than that of their distress on
these occasions.

The enemy’s bombardment from the
land was still continued with little
variation : they appeared, indeed, to
have no other object than the expendi-
ture of ammunition. In their camp,
large parties were constantly bringing
brushwood for fascines from the coun-
try ; and others were employed in
disembarking stores from small vessels
which were daily arriving from all
quarters,

The 9th, we were alarmed with the
blowing-up of one of the enemy’s ma ga-
zines, situated at a small distance from
the Catalonian camp to the west of the
Queen of Spain’s Chair, The different
explosions that succeeded the first resem-
bled a continual roll of fire like repeated
volleys of musketry ; from which cir-
cumstance we conjectured that it was
their repository for live shells and fixed
ammunition. Their drums immedi-
ately beat to arms ; and the whole army,
consisting of thirteen battalions besides
cavalry, assembled in front of the camp.
Parties were instantly detached; but
the splinters of the shells kept them for
some time at a considerable distance.
The shells, however, at length ceased
to displode: they advanced, and re-
moved powder, &c. from a neighbours
ing magazine to a place southward of
the fire ; where, meeting afterwards in
great numbers, our artillery endea-
voured to reach them with a large
shell from Willis's; but the distance

was beyond the range of a sea-mortar.
From the long continuanee and succes-
sive loud reports it was thought they
must have sustained great loss, not only
of ammunition, but of men, as the
splinters were seen, with glasses, to
range much farther than the spot
where the detachment first assembled ;
and remarkable economy was after-
wards observed in the article of shells.

The following day, a line-of-battle
ship, proceeding from Point Mala to
the eastward, was fired upon from the
garrison, and obliged to put about and
anchor at Algeziras. A flag of truce
came the day after to the New mole, to
know the eause of our firing upon her,
being a Neapolitan man-of-war. The
governor answered, that the first shot
was to bring her to; which she not
obeying, every succeeding one was fired
to sink her. The night of the 11th,
the gun and mortar boats, according to
custom, bombarded the camp, killed a
child, and wounded a woman. The:
retired much sooner than usunal ; whic
we attributed to their having received
some damage, as our grape was heard
to strike them. We returned 96
rounds of various kinds. Their land
batteries, during the attack, directed
their fire principally towards the King’s
bastion, and along the line-wall in town,
whence, they observed, we for some
time past generally fired when th
came over. The 14th being the anni-
versary of Corpus Christi, the festival
was noticed by the eneémy’s shippin
with the usual flags of decoration, an
the customary salutes : repeated volleys
were likewise discharged from the lines;
which, being unexpected on our side,
killed and wounded several.

Though their bombardment in gene-
ral, at this period, scarcely exceeded
450 rounds in 24 hours, yet the bat-
teries at Willis's, notwithstanding the
recent repairs, were again greatly da-
maged. The enemy’s shot, though
fired at so great a distance, frequently
pierced seven solid feet of sand-
work. To obviate this, strong wooden
frames, called caissons, were constructed
of the same dimensions as the merlons
which, when well rammed with clay,
and covered in front and on the top
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with junk cut in lengths for the pur-
pose, were expected to resist better than

zempomz repairs that had been
done during the severity of the enemy’s
fire. The enemy also adopted the
same mode in capping the merlons of
Fort St. Barbara.

A flag of truce, on the 15th, informed
us that two ships had been captured
leaving the garrison, and that the pri-
soners were ready to be sent in. The
Fortune sloop, in consequence, the next
day brought over 141 English and
Jews, men, women, and children. It
wasremarked that the enemy the preced-
ing day continued their bombardment
during the flag of truce; but a strict
cessation was observed this day, owing,
as we imagined, to some represen-
tations. We observed, on the 20th,
a new camp of 112 tents in the rear of
Barcelo’s . battery, north of Algeziras.
The day following, Montague’s bastion
was opened on the enemy, as parties
were repairing the St. Carlos’s battery.

The bombardment now decreased
daily. The fire of the enemy was
chiefly directed to our upper batteries,
for tlie town was almost a heap of
ruins: they sometimes threw a long-
ranger; but these shells seldom did
any injury. The night of the 24th,
the gun-boats fired upon the camp, but
at such a distance, that little damage
was received, though they expended
400 shot and 70 shells. We returned
88 rounds, principally small shells,
whose fuses were so accurately cut, as
to break just over the boats. The 27th,
we observed another encampment (ca-
pable of quartering two battalions) at
the tower between the river Palmones
and Algeziras. Many were of opinion
that this camp, with that at Barcelo’s
battery, was occupied by militia. The
gun and mortar boats again bombarded
our camp about midnight for two
hours: they then made their usual
signal, and as we imagined, were gone
back ; but soon after, they returned,
and, recommencing a brisker fire than
before, killed and wounded 12 or 14,
the greatest number of which were of
the 39th refiment. This was the most
important loss which our troops had
yet experienced from the gun-boats;

but we concluded ourselves in some
degree fortunate in not suffering more
considerably ; as most of the regiments,
imagining the bombardment over for
the night, were in bed when they re-
tu 3
e disagreeable and frequent repe-
tition of these attacks prompted the.
governor to adopt, if possible, some ex-
pedients to annoy the enemy’s camp in
return. The distance was conceived
to be within the range of shells from
the Old mole head : accordingly a 13-
inch sea-mortar was removed to the
extremity; and six cannon, five 32-
pounders and one 18-pounder, were at
the same time sunk in the sand behind
the Old mole, and then secured with
timber, &c. at different degrees of ele-
vation. These arraugements had been
for some time in agitation; and being
now completed, he determined to make
the experiment. About 10 o’clock in
the forenoon of the 28th, six rounds
were discharged from each: three of
the shells burst in the enemy’s camp,
and one over it. The other two Ex-
loded in their passage: all the shot
I:rent home. A battag.l?(m of Spanish
guards, happening to be under arms,
were greatly alarmed, and dispersed
three different times: at length they
were assembled, and marched off toward
the left. This being only intended as an
experiment, the artillery soon ceased
firing; but it is scarcely possible ‘to
express the general satisfaction which
this success diffused through the garri-
son. The mortar was loaded with
from 30 1bs. to 28} 1bs. of powder at the
usual elevation ; the 32-pounder with
14, and the 18 with 9 lbs. of pow-
der; all the latter at an elevation of 42
degrees.

The governor, beside this plan of re-
taliation, devised other schemes to
cover and protect his eamp, if possible,
from future attacks. Two brigs were
ordered to be cut down and converted
into prames, each to carry four or
five heavy cannon; which ‘were to be
moored between the New mole and
Ragged Staff, at such distance from the
works as to be easily protected, and
yet far enough out to keep their boats
at a respectful distance.  Artificers
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from the garrison assisted the navy in
fitting out these vessels. One of them
being finished previous to the before-
mentioned experiment, was moored at
the distance of about half musket-shot
from the New mole head. She was
named the Vanguard, mounted two
Spanish 26-pounders, and two twelves,
and was rig, like a settee. The
enemy’s squadron, on the 29th, was re-
inforced with five xebeques and two
galleys, from the east, At night sailed
a packet for Faro, in Portugal.

The 2nd July, additional tents were
pitched at the new camp near the tower,
north of Algeziras. About one in the
morning of the 4th, the gun-boats re-
peated their attack; but contrary to
their former custom, numbers of their
shot and shells fell amongst the shi
ping. The Porcupine frigate, Sir
Charles Knowles, Bart., and an India-
man, each received a shot; and the
Brilliant's bottom was struck with a
g‘pli.nter of a shell, which burst under

er; but no particular damage was re-
ceived in the garrison, except two men
being slightly wounded. The gover-
nor retaliated by ordering .six rounds
of shot and shells to be fired into their
camp, from the guns and sea-mortars
at the Old mole: the cannon were
pointed indiseriminately for the camp ;
but the mortars were laid for the fas-
cine and artillery parks. One of the
shells set fire to a hut, and alarmed
them exceedingly. As the governor
now determined to retaliate in this
manner, we were in hopes it would
deter them from so frequently disturb-
ing us,

The enemy continued making ga-
bions, and bringing much wood into the
camp: on the other hand, our people
were employed in repairs, and addi-
tions to the works. Traverses were
erected at the Royal battery, and parties
were employed on the north front, from
the rock gun to the Old mole head.
The 10th, a brig coming in from the
east was taken by the enemy’s cruisers,
which for some weeks past had again
kept a very vigilant look-out. aﬁfhe
crew however escaped to the rock ; and
theg had thrown the letters over-board
before they abandoned the vessel.

The bombardment, which, by almost
imperceptible degrees, had been de-
creasing, on the 12th nearly ceased.
The cannon in their seven and four-
teen-gun batteries were all drawn back,
to facilitate, as we imagined, the re-
pairing of the platforms and inner part
of the batteries. The 13th some troops
at the tower decamped, and in a few
days afterwards a regiment marched
away from the Algeziras eamp. The
15th two settees and a brig sailed from
Point Mala with gabions to the west.
One vessel had sailed thence on the
13th. ° These materials, we conjec-
tured, were for some new. works in
the neighbourhood ; but we were after-
wards informed that they were taken
to Minorca, and were used in the ap-
proaches carried on against St. Philip’s.
Their firing was now confined to the
night, and unless we provoked them,
scarcely ever exceeded thirty rounds,

The Spanish general visited the lines
on the 18th; but a fire breaking out in
his camp, he returned immediately on
its appearance. In the evening the
caissons for the Queen’s battery being
carried up to Willis’s, and the sand-
bags brought from Pocoroca clay-pit,
the engineers at dusk, with a party of
380 men, began to re-establish the
merlons; and by the morning gun-fire
of the 19th the old sand-bags were re-
moved, the caissons placed, and filled
with clay, sand, and junk, and the bat-
tery made fit for the reception of artil-
lery. The governor was present the
whole time, and expressed the highest
approbation of the diligence and activity
of the party. The caissons were made
of oak timber, joined by strong iron
bolts. 'Whilst they were at work the
gun-boats fired upon the camp, and
were seconded by the land batteries on
the town: a hundred and thirty-two
rounds were returned on the boats, and
sixteen shells thrown into the enemy’s
camp. One of the artillery and one of
the 73rd regiment were wounded.

The morning of the 20th the enemy
fired a salute from the lines, followed
by a feu-de-joie from the army drawn
up in two lines in front of their camp,
concluding with a grand discharge from
their shipping and small craft at Alge-

G
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ziras. The troops in garrison changed
quarters on the 21st: the 39th and
Hardenberg’s regiments relieved the
72nd, and other detachments in King’s
and Montague’s bastions, Waterport
casemate, and Picket yard. The 58th,
72nd, and 73rd regiments encamped ;
the 12th regiment remained on their
ound, and the 56th, Reden’s, and La
otte’s occupied the South barracks
and other quarters. The enemy on the
same day decamped from the ground
north of  Algeziras. Brigadier Ross
sailed on the night of the 22nd in a
boat to Faro, in his route to England ;
and the following day a privateer ar-
rived in eight days from Mahon, with
a packet. Two days afterwards a boat
arrived from Portugal. The patron
informed us that the army at that time
before Gibraltar principally consisted
of militia regiments, the regular troops
having embarked for the West Indies :
he further said, that the Spanish fleet
had sailed from Cadiz on a eruise.
Soon after this boat arrived a large
fleet of upwards of seventy sail ap-
red from the west: when abreast of

uropa we discovered amongst them a
ship of the line, two frigates, two cut-
ters, a bomb-ketch, and several armed
vessels: they did not display any
colours. This proved afterwards to be
the fleet which blockaded Mahon, and
conveyed the troops which besieged
Fort St. Philip, under the command of
the Duc de Crillon, and captured the
island of Minorca.

Our camp was alarmed on the 27th
with the report that the gun-boats
were approaching. The batteries were
manned, and the regiments assembled ;
but the enemy not appearing, they re-
turned to quarters. The signals for
seeing the boats in future were ordered
to be a false fire, and two guns from the
shipping.

August was introduced by an attack
from the gun-boats. They came upon
us by surprise; for we had no signal
from our guard-boats. This was after-
wards accounted for hy the enemy
having taken a circle; by which means
our guard-boats, when they began to
fire, were without, and the gun-boats
between them and the garrison. Our

fire in return was well served, and ap-
Feared to do some execution: twelve
arge shells and fifteen shot were like-
wise thrown into the camp from the
Old mole: several of the former burst
Jjust as they fell, consequently promised
to do mischief. Their land batteries
seconded the fire from the sea, but we
did not experience any casualties. Two
days afterwards the other prame, called
the Repulse, mounting five twenty-six
pounders, was moored about musket-
shot to the southward of the Vanguard,
and the same distance from our bat-
teries. These vessels were of such
annoyance to their boats, that whilst
they remained ont, we never afterwards
were so much disturbed at the south-
ward.

The artillery at Willis’s endeavoured
on the 4th to set fire to the canes and
weeds in the gardens; but they were
too full of sap to take fire. This at-
tempt attracted a brisk cannonade for
some time from the enemy. Early in
the morning of the 6th a shell fell into
a tent behind General La Motte’s quar-
ters, at the southward, in which were
two men of the 58th, asleep. They
were not awakened by its fall; buta
serjeant in an adjacent tent heard it,
and ran near forty yards to a place of
safety, when he recollected the situa-
tion of his friends. Thinking the shell
had fallen blind, he returned and
awakened them: both immediately
rose, but continued by the place, de-
bating on the narrow escape they had
had, when the shell exploded, and
forced them with great violence against
the garden-wall, but miraculounsly did
no further mischief than destroying
everything in the tent.

On the morning of the 7th, before
the haze was quite dispelled in the Gut,
a signal for an enemy was made by the
Spaniards at Cabrita Point. As the
fog dispersed we discovered at a con-
siderable distance a vessel becalmed,
but rowing towards the garrison with
the current. Fourteen gun-boats were
then advancing from Algeziras to in-
tercept her: upon which Captain Curtis,
of the Brilliant, ordered out Sir Charles
Knowles, with three barges, to en-
deavour to get alongside, and receive
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any dispatches the vessel might have
on board, whilst he attended the tow-
ing out of the Vangnard and Repulse
prames, to cover them and protect her.
Sir Charles personally executed his
orders, and returned with a packet for
the governor. The vessel by this time
was about a league and a half from the
garrison, and the headmost gun-boat
within shot, advaneing apparently with
an intent to board : stopping, however,
at the distance of a few hundred yards,
she poured in a discharge of Tround
and grape shot, and was immediately
seconded by her consorts astern. The
vessel, which we now discovered to
be a king’s sloop-of-war, returned the
salute with a broadside, and musketry
from her quarter-deck; and a spirited
action commenced. Appearances at
this juncture were so greatly in favour
of the Spaniards, that the garrison gave
up the sloop for lost. Becalmed a
league from the rock, and fourteen
gun-boats, each carrying a twenty-six
pounder, full of men, eannonading her
on every side with grape and round
shot; a xebeque also bearing down
with a gentle breeze, were circum-
stances which seemed to preclude the
possibility of escape. After maintain-
ing, however, a very warm, judicious,
and well-served fire, often obliging the
boats to retire, the westerly breeze at
last reached her; and not long after-
wards she was safe under our guns.
She proved to be the Helena sloop-
of-war, fourteen small guns, Captain
Roberts, in fourteen days from Eng-
land. Her loss during this action was
much less than could have been pos-
sibly imagined, when we considered
the showers of grape and round shot
that every instant surrounded her: she
had only one killed and two wounded ;
but her upper rigging and sails were
much cut and injured. We attributed
the hull’s being scarcely touched to the
construction of the gun-boats; for,
being originally intended to annoy at a

istance, their cannon could not be de-
pressed. The enemy however did not
escape so well: numbers were seen to
drop in the boats from the musketry
of the sloop, and several were towed
off disabled; which were very con-

vineing proofs that their loss was con-
siderable.

A settee was taken on the 12th by the
enemy’s cruisers. The crew, except-
ing three Jew passengers, escaped to
the garrison: they informed us that
great preparations were making in the
French and Spanish ports for some
grand expedition : the object was how-
ever kept seeret; but many at Minorea
suspected St. Philip’s to be the place.

The enemy’s bombardment, if we
may now call it by that name, scarcely
exceeded, at this time, three shells in
the 24 hours, which the soldiers (con-
jecturing that some allusion might be
intended, by that superstitious nation,
to the sacred Trinity) jocosely, though
profanely termed, Father, Son, and
Holy Ghost. It is not indeed alto-
gether improbable that the Spaniards
might entertain some bigoted respect
for that mystical number, and, con-
sidering the British in the light of
heretics, might apprehend some efficacy
from it, in the great work of converting
the garrison to the Catholic faith: at
least, it is difficult, on any more reason-
able ground, to account for their ex-
actly continuing to fire neither more
nor less, for so considerable a period.

The mention of this circumstance
brings to my recollection another, of a
ridiculous nature, which serves to de-
monstrate the thoughtlessness of the*
Englishsoldiers, who can jest in the hour
of danger, and indulge their prejudices
at the expense of what other nations,
however differing in sentiment, gene-
rally agree to hold in a degree of
respect. It is first to be remembered,
that, according to the articles of capitu-
lation by which the garrison was sur-
renderec{ to Admiral Sir George Rooke,
it was stipulated that the inhabitauts
should be tolerated in their religion:
the old Spanish church was therefore
continued as a place of worship for
those of the Roman Catholic persua-
sion, and, as is usual in Roman Ca-
tholic churches, was decorated, amongst
others, with figures, as large as life, of
our Saviour and the Virgin Mary.

At the commencement of the firing,
when the soldiers were engaged in a
succession of irregularities, a party of

G2
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them assembled in the Spanish church,
to carouse and be merry. In the midst
of their jollity, the image of the Virgin
Mary was observed in the ruins by one
of the party, who instantly pro "
as a piece of fun, to place her ladyshi
in the whirligig.* The scheme seem
to meet with general approbation, till
one, wiser than the rest, stopped them
with a remark, that it would ill become
them, as military men, and particularly
Englishmen, to punish any person with-
out a trial. court-martial conse-
quently sat, with mock ceremony ; and
her ladyship was found guilty of
drunkenness, debauchery, and. other
high crimes, and condemned to the
whirligig, whither she was immedi-
ately carried in procession. The gg-
vernor (who, notwithstanding the
ing, regularly attended the parade), at
guard-mounting discovered the poor
Virgin in confinement; but expressed
his disapprobation of the action, and
ordered her instantly to be removed to
the White Convent, where, by the bye,
she was by no means exempt from
further insult and disgrace. If a bi-
goted Spaniard could have beheld this
transaction, he probably would have
thought the English worse than here-
tics; and would have concluded, that
their impiety could not fail to attract
the special vengeance of Heaven.

The night of the 15th, the gun and
mortar boats bombarded our camp;
their disposition extending from off Lit-
tle bay tothe Old mole head : their fire,
as hm{ been: the custom for some time
before, was seconded by a brisk can-
nonade from the lines, which was
very judiciously served. Many of their
shells burst in the air, over our ship-
ping; but the ships continued silent.
Our artillery retaliated from the Old
mole head, and small shells were dis-
charged from the elevated guns, which
seemed to answer very well. One of
the 72nd regiment was killed ; two of
the artillery, and two of the 73rd, with
a boy, an inhabitant, were wounded.
In this attack, a shell fell amongst

* A machine erected at the bottom of the
Grand parade, for the punishment of scolding

women, or others guilty of trifling misde-

meanuors.

some naval stores, in a ground-ward
of the Naval hospital; and ‘the most
dreadful consequences might have been
f:gected from this accident, if the fire

not been happily extinguished by
the picket, whic]l;x_ L{e governor had
ordered, some time before, to assemble
here, to prevent, if possible, such ea-
sualties. The other picket, which
mounted at the southward, was sta-
tioned for the same purpose at the
New mole.

A schooner arrived from Faro on
the 17th, with fruit, onions, and salt.
In the evening, a flag of truce came
from the enemy, in answer to ours of
the preceding day. The day follow-
ing, another boat arrived from Faro:
she brought a packet, with some pri-
vate letters from Lisbon, which inti-
mated the probability of our receiving
a visit from the combined fleet, then
cruising off Cadiz. At night several
guns were heard in the Gut, and a
number of signals made at the point.
The succeeding morning, his Ma-
jesty's cutter the Kite arrived from
England, with duplicates of the He-
lena’s dispatches. In her passage she
engaged a French cutter of 20 guns,
an d thre¢e men killed and six
wounded. The enemy’s cruisers en-
deavoured to intercept her, but were
driven to leeward. A boat also ar-
rived about the same time from Por-
tugal.

The firing from the garrison now
varied according as the enemy’s par-
ties presented themselves: at this pe-
riod they were busy in repairing Fort
St. Philip, and in securing their works
against the approaching rainy season.
Our engineers were repairing the com-
munications and batteries at Willis’s,
&e. A soldier of the 73rd deserted to
the enemy the 25th: he had been
absent from his corps five days, during
which time he hafipconeealed himself
on the rock. Hunger probably press-
ing him, he determined to make a
bold attempt to get off: accordingly
stuffing a sand-bag with grass, he
came to Landport, and placing, unob-
served, the bag upon the spikes of the
palisades, jumpestm unhurt, on the

is ; then running over the cause-
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wni, he soon cleared Bay-side barrier,
and, though many hundred rounds of
musketry were fired from Landport and
the Lines guards, he escaped. He was
the fourth man lost by desertion in the
course of six weeks.

Early the 27th, four men, who had
been impressed from a privateer in the
bay, deserted from the Repulse prame.
The next morning we were visited
again by the gun and mortar boats ;
but they scarcely staid one-third of
their former time. We returned 9
shot and 58 shells, which, from the
shrieks and piteous cries we heard,
must have done execution. We an-
noyed them in camp from the Old
mole, as usual ; and the artillery at-
tempted to reach them from Willis’s,
but in vain. 1In this attack a wounded
matross was killed by a shell in the
hospital. The cireumstances atteuding
this man’s case are o melancholy an
affecting, that I cannot pass them over
in silence. Some time previcus to this
event, he had been so unlucky as to
break his thigh: being a man of great
spirits, he ill’ brooked the confinement
which his case demanded, and exerted
himself to get abroad, that he might
enjoy the benefit of the fresh air in the
court of the hospital : unfortunately, in
one: of his playful moments, he fell,
and was obliged to take to his bed
again. He was in this situation when
a shell from the mortar boats fell into
the ward, and rebounding, lodged upon
him. The convalescents and. sick, in
the same room, instantly summoned
strength to crawl out on hands and
knees, while the fuse was burning; but
this wretched vietim was kept down
by the weight of the shell, which,
a&er some seconds, burst, took off both
his legs, and scorched him in a dreadfal
mauner: but, what was still more
horrid, he survived the explosion, and
was sensible to the very moment that
death relieved him from his misery.
His last words were expressive of re-
gret that he had not been killed on the
batteries.

The enemy’s attention to the block-
ade seemed now to be revived. Their
cruisers were increased, and constantly
on the watch. The force in the bay

at this time was one ship of the line, a
xebeque having a broad pendant, a fri-
gate, and five xebeques, with the gun
and mortar boats, and small armed
craft. The arrangement of these ves-
sels for the purpose of blockading the
garrison appeared to be as follows :—
When the wind was west, two xe-
beques and four gun-boats anchored at
Cabrita Point, cruising at night at the
entrance of the bay and in the straits ;
when easterly, the frigate, xebeques,
and four gun-boats cruised some be-
tween Ceuta and Europa, and others in
the Gut; one xebeque was generally
observed to lie-to off Europa Point, at
the entrance of the bay. ’Fhough this
disposition apparently obstructed all
intercourse between the garrison and
our friends in Portugal and Minorea,
yet opportunities sometimes occurred
when boats slipped out unobserved, and
returned with the same success.

The evening of the 30th, the enemy’s
cannonade, which, except when the
boats fired on our camp, seldom ex-
ceeded three shells in the 24 hours,
was pretty smart for an hour or two,
occasioned by our firing on their work-
ing parties. Such starts of retaliation
they were often provoked to by our an-
no{jng their workmen in the batteries.

he prames had been found so use-
ful that, in the beginning of September,
the navy began to fit up the Fortune
sloop, in order to add to their number.
The 5th, a flag of truce from the enemy
brought over Pratts, an inhabit-
ant of Gibraltar, who had been taken
by the Spaniards in the Fox packet,
about 12 months before, and whom, as
it was said, the enemy for some time
bad objected to exchange. By this
man we were informed that the Due
de Crillon, with 10,000 men, had
landed at Minorca, and that it was
reported he was to be joined by a
French army from Toulon. The even-
ing of the 7th, the captain at Willis’s
again: endeavoured to set fire to the
weeds, &e. in the gardens, which, from
their height, afforded great cover to
the enemy’s advanced sentries; and in
executing these orders a brisk ean-
uonade was returned by the enemy,
which continued till daybreak. Our
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carcasses andl light balls frequently
took effeet, but the canes were too green
to be burnt tp any purpose. In the
course of this:firing, several shot from
the lines as far as the South
barracks and New mole. Great num-
bers of gabious were now observed in
the enemy’s fiscine park.

The eveniny of the 12th, they fired
a grand saluge from their lines and
shipping, and| a feu-de-joie in camp.
After the salutw, they continued to can-
nonade from the lines, though for some
days before they had only fired their
mystical numler, three, in the 24 hours.
We imagined this salute to be on ac-
count of the Duc de Crillon having
gained some advantage at Minorca.
In the course: of their firing, on the
15th, a circurnstance happened similar
to one which: occurred i May, and
both of them may be considered as ex-
traordinary, A shell from the lines
fell upon the ruck, above the Red sands,
and glanced off in a direction nearly at
right angles with its range: it rolled
to the bottom of the Princess of Wales’s
lines, burst omy the platform of one of
the 32-poundens, and a splinter cutting
the apron of the gun, fired it off. The
shot took away the railing at the foot
of the glacis, 4nd lodged in the line-
wall near Ragged Staff.

We observes|, on the 16th, that the
enemy, during the preceding night,
had thrown up three banks of sand in
zigzags, beginuipg at the centre of the
fourth brapchy of approach, which
seemed intendesy 85 a line of direction.
for a new comgnunication to the St.
Carlos’s battewy. In the evening,
the governor prdered the artillery

to direct a hyjgk fire on this work,
which was tinued till daybreak
of the 17tl. The enemy returned

the fire ref tantly, from a wish,
as we imggined. not to increase
ours. The pey, morning, we observed
they had regai the sand thrown up
the preceding jght with casks; and
from the mgager.,15 seen in the vieinity
of the works, yber additions seemed
intended to pe  gde. At night, Crou-
chett’s howiweanvsttery and Montague’s

ion wera 1ed, and, with Willis’s,

., Were W%muy going. About

midnight the gun-boats, attended by a
bomb-ketch, as we conjectured, came
over, and, contrary to their former
practice, directed their fire towards
Willis’s, the lines, and north end of the
town. So determined were they to
land their shells, that one went over
the rock, and many fell on the hill;
and, in attempting to imitate us in
bursting their shells in the air, several
exploded in their mortars. They staid
two hours and a half, and expended
130 shells and 87 shot, and their land
batteries were not so sparing as the
night before. We returned a smart
fire on both sea and land, and retaliated
on their camp, as usual.-

A shell, during the above attack,
fell in an embrasure opposite the King’s
lines bomb-proof, killed one of the
73rd, and wounded another of the
same corps. The case of the latter
was singular, and will serve to enforce
the maxim, that, even iu the most dan-
gerous cases, we should never despair
of a recovery whilst life remains, This
unfortunate man was knocked down by
the wind of the shell, which, instantly
bursting, killed his companion, and
mangled him in a most dreadful man-
ner. His head was terribly fractured,
his left arm broken in two places, one
of his legs shattered, the skin and
muscles torn off part of his right hand,
the middle finger broken to pieces, and
his whole body most severely bruised,
and marked with gunpowder. He pre-
sented so horrid an object to the sur-
geons, that they had not the smallest
hopes of saving his life, and were at a
loss what part to attend to first. He was
that evening trepanned, a few days after-
wards his leg was amputated, and other
wounds and fractures dressed. Being
possessed of a most excellent consti-
tution, nature performed wonders in his
favour, and in eleven weeks the cure
was completely effected. His name is
Donald Ross, and he long continued to
enjoy his sovereign’s bounty in a pen-
sion of 9d. a day for life. A non-com-
missioned officer of artillery also lost
his thigh on Montague’s bastion ; and a
private of the 12th regiment both his
legs: the latter died soon after the am-
putation was performed.
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The morning of the 18th, a deserter
from the Spanish guards came in from
the 8t. Carlos's battery. He was pursued
by four of the enemy, but in vain. He
gave information of the enemy’s inten-
tion to erect some new batteries. About
ten o’clock in the evening, a shell from
the lines fell into a house opposite the
King’s bastion, where the town-major,
Captain Burke, with Majors Mercier
and Vignoles, of the 39th regiment,
were sitting. The shell took oftf Major
Burke’s thigh, afterwards fell through
the floor into the cellar; there it burst,
and forced the flooring, with the unfor-
tunate major, to the ceiling. When
assistance came, they found Major
Burke almost buried amongst the ruins
of the room. He was instantly con-
veyed to the hospital, where he died
soon after the wounded part was am-
putated, much lamented by his friends
as an amiable and worthy member of
society, and by the governor as an
indefatigable officer. Majors Mercier
and Vignoles had time to escape be-
fore the shell burst: they were never-
theless slightly wounded by the splin-
ters; as were a serjeant ‘of the 39th,
and his daughter, who were in the cel-
lar underneath when the shell entered.
This house had escaped almost un-
touched during the warmest period of
the bombardment, till this unfortunate
shell fell in, which deprived the garri-
son of this active and valuable officer.

The enemy did not increase their
works the succeeding day, but de-
bouched the fourth branch of the ap-
proach about the centre. In the even-
g, the Helena and Kite, with a
privateer, left the bay for England,
and a schooner for Portugal. Lieut.
Lowe, of the 12th, who had lost his
leg, and the invalids, went home in the
former. Our firing was increased at
night by the Catalan batteries; and
Crouchett's was still kept open. The
20th, Captain Fowlis, of the 73rd, was
appointed town-major.

Our working parties were employed
by the engineers, on the 2ist, in re-
%iring Princess Caroline’s battery, at

illis’s, which, owing to the spirited
behaviour and example of the officers,
was cleared, the caissons placed, filled,

and the battery completed, before night,
under, a most heavy fire from the
enemy. When the work was finished,
the party desired to give three cheers,
but they were overruled by the captain
of artillery, who recommended to salute
the enemy with three rounds from each
gun; which was immediately put in
execution. The party had not a man
materially hurt during the warm ecan-
nonade ; but, in returning to be dis-
missed, a serjeant of La Motte's, who
had braved the dangers of the day, was
killed by a random shot below the
artillery guard. Our firing continued
with great vivacity on the 22nd, parti-
cularly with small shells from the
Royal battery, Willis’s, and Montague’s
bastion. These were kept going in the
day; and at night these batteries, with
the Catalans, Crouchett’s, and batteries
at the entrance of the lines, were in
action, The enemy, in return, were
not sparing of ammunition : in the pre-
ceding 24 hours they fired 775 shot,
and 57 shells. The garrison discharged
773 rounds of different species.

The enemy’s new works were erected
with casks, covered and retained by
fascines, with sand in the front. About
200 men appeared to be employed in
the day; but they were often compelled
to retire, our ordnance was so well
served and Uirected. The gun-boats,
on the morning of the 24th, visited us
as usual; and it was thought that a
bomb-ketch again attended them. They
pointed their fire prineipally towards
the Victualling-office, m town, and
Willis’s : some shells fell in the New
mole, but few ashore at the southward.
We returned their fire, and retaliated
from the Old mole on their camp.

Early in the morning of the 25th,
the fascine capping of the merlons of
Fort Bagbara took fire from the enemy’s
guns, and burnt extremely fierce. The
officer at Willis’s immediately directed
a brisk fire on the fort, which the go-
vernor afterwards increased by opening
the Grand battery. The firing, how-
ever, from the latter did not answer so
well as was expected, owing, perhaps;
to the unevenness of the platforms,
which were of stone, and much worn.
Nevertheless, the enemy were obliged

R R R R R R RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRR




HISTORY OF THE

[cuaP. v.

to evacunate the fort without extinguish-
ing the fire. At daybreak we saw only
five fascine merlons standing; the other
seven were all destroyed, with some

~carriages, traverses on the ram-
ot and fascine-work in the ditch.

e imagined that this accident would
render the fort useless for some time ;
but they convinced us that our conclu-
sions were premature, by firing, pro-
bably out o}J bravado, a few shot in the
course of the day, which killed one of
the 58th, and wounded another. In
the morning, about seven, the Flying-
fish cutter, of 20 guns, arrived with
ordnance stores and intrenching tools;
she informed us that government had
engaged 20 cutters, of her force, for
the same purpose. A xebeque and four
gun-boats opposed her passage, but in
vain.

The 26th, Lieut. Clarke, of the 56th,
died of a decline. In the course of the
day, the enemy began to clear Fort
Barbara, and in the evenin.g to lay
fascines (a great number of which were
in the neighbourhood of the fort) to-
wards repairing it. Our fire continued
to be well directed, and considerably
annoyed them. The 27th, a man was
discovered mnear Catalan bay, by the
guard at Middle-hill. A party of the
navy immediately went round, and
took him up. He proved to be a de-
serter from the 72nd regiment; but the
wretch was so famished with hunger,
and so bruised in getting down the
rock, that his life was despaired of.
The 28th, the enemy eapped two mer-
lons of Fort Barbara. Their parties
were very di]iﬁent in making gabions
and fascines ; the former, we imagined,
were removed, as they were finished,
to the lines and advanced works, as we
had observed several behind the fourth
and fifth branches of the approach.
This circumstance, with their unusual
activity in completing others, confirmed
our late intelligence, that they intended
;ddiﬁonnl batteries near the St. Car-
08's.

The firing from the now
exceeded 700 rounds in the 24 hours;
and the enemy frequently returned
800, and sometimes more. Our casual-

ties consequently began again to be

pre.n{' frequent amongst our parties,
which, in a great measure, was owing
to the want of prudence in the men,
who were become so habituated to the
enemy’s fire as scarcely to re; their
shot; and in faet, if a shell were at
their feet, it was almost necessary for
the officers to caution them to avoid its
effects. It was really wonderful to
behold with what undaunted coolness
they persisted in their several occupa-
tions, though ex to the enemy’s
whole artillery : indeed the generality
appeared totally callous to every sense
of danger.

Both sides continued indefatigable in
their operations. The enemy finished
two or three merlons in Fort Barbara,
erected traverses near the tower, in the
rear of the new mmmunifatiou, and
were continually bringing large quan-
tities of fascinesy; &e. to lines. On
the other hand, our engineers caissoned
the terrace batteries, replaced the sand-
bags before the merlons of the Queen’s
battery, and had parties daily employed
in repairs. The 30th, a soldier of the
72nd lost his legs by a shot from Fort
Barbara, from which they continued
occasionally to fire. He bore amputa-
tion with prodigious firmness, but died
soon after, through the loss of blood,
Erevious to his being brought to the

ospital. This fact being represented
to the governor, the serjeants of the
different regiments were ordered to at-
tend the hospital, to be taught by the
surgeons how to apply the tourniquets ;
which was afterwards productive of
very beneficial uences. Tourni-
quets were also distributed to the dif-
ferent guards, to be at hand in case of
necessity.

The enemy for several days had
made very little addition to the new
communieation, and the third return
appeared still unfinished. A party of
the enemy was however discovered
from Willis’s, on the evening of the
1st of October, working to the west of
the St. Carlos battery; and they per-
sisting in their labour, our fire was in-
creased from the batteries below, which
brought on a warm return. At day-
break we observed, at the extremity of

the new approach, a large epaulment,
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of forty-five gabions long, two in height,
and four or five in breadth. On the
top were several layers of sand-bags,
and sand was banked up to pmteb(;g;t
in front. It was situated within the
western place d’armes of the St. Car-
los’s battery, towards the beach, in a
direction forming a very obtuse angle
with the front of the above battery.
Our engineers immediately agreed that
this epaulment was intended for mor-
tars; which induced the governor, in
the course of the 2nd, to order two
embrasures (masked at the Old mole
head, to cover the mortars which we
usually fired into their camp) to be
opened, and two howitzers to be kept
in action from thence. At night, our
firing at intervals was so astonishingly
brisk, that the whole north front, from
the rock gun to the Mole head, was
obscured in smoke. This fire was con-
tinued, with little intermission, till
daybreak ; and though the enemy did
not return it warmly, they made up for
their silence the succeeding day. Dur-
ing the 24 hours they discharged 1263
rounds, and the preceding day 1948;
which to us was a proof that they were
considerably galled by our fire.

We had observed, for some weeks,
a party of the enemy erecting a build-
ing upon an eminence near the stone

uarry, under the Queen of Spain’s
Chair, which at length turned out to be
a signal tower; but no use was made
of it till the beginning of this month,
when we discovered that it was in-
tended to give information to their
batteries in the lines when our work-
ing-parties were going up the hill. On
their marching up, the morning of the
3rd, a signal was made from the tower,
and their batteries immediately in-
creased their fire on the heights: on
their return in the evening, the signal
was repeated. This practice they con-
tinued for some time. At night, the
body of a soldier of the 12th regiment,
who attempted to swim to the enemy
from Waterport, was discovered float-
ing near the Repulse prame. The
sailors on the watch, imagining some
large fish had got foul of their cable,
darted a harpoon into the body, but

succeeding morning, we observed that
the enemy had thrown up a cover from
the eastern shoulder of the new battery
to the western magazine of the St. Car-
los’s: they also raised a shoulder on the
western extremity, and erected five tra-
verses in the rear.

Our ﬁring, on the 4th, was ordered
to be diminished ; only Montague’s and
the hill batteries were kept going: few
shot were now used, as the enemy
seemed to pay little attention to them';
and we had ocular proofs daily of the
annoyance from the small shells, which
immediately made them desist, and get
under cover. The same day a mutin
was discovered on board his Majesty’s
catter the Speedwell, Lieut. Gibson ;
and four of the ringleaders were seized
and confined. The plan of this con-
spiracy was to murder the officers of
the watch, cut the cable, and run away
with the vessel to Algeziras, where they
computed she would sell for a handsome
sum, which was to be equally divided
amongst the people interested, who were
then to depart for England. Near
half the crew were concerned ; and the
same evening, if the wind continued
favourable, the scheme was to have
been put in execution. Hapﬁily one of
the party (I believe a Spanish deserter)
confessed in time to render the whole
abortive. It was somewhat singular
that Mr. Gibson had been so unfor-
tunate, when in England, as to have the:
cutter he then commanded run away
with by the crew into a French port,
whilst he and his officers were ashore.

The enemy, on the night of the 4th,
threw up a line of ecasks and sand, ex-
tending upwards of 60 feet in a paral-
lel line to the front of St. Carlos’s.
Some additions were also made to the
new battery. The raising of the former
work induced many to believe that
they were come at last to the deter-
mination of besieging the garrison in
form ; and that this, with other works
to be erected, would be the first paral-
lel of attack. It was a lucky circum-
stance, in some respects, to have an
enemy so tardy in their operations.
Our troops were now accustomed, by
six months’ bombardment, to the dis-
charge and effect of heavy artillery :
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their firing had pointed out our weak
places, which the ﬁ)vernor and engi-
neers had been indefatigable instrength-
ening, so that the garrison was now
.really in a better state of defence than
at the commencement of the bombard-
ment. Insthe nights of the 5th and 6th,
the parallel, as we called the line to the
east, was extended about 100 feet, and
the new mortar battery raised with
fascines. Small traverses were also
made in the rear of the new approach
from the fourth branch.

The gun and mortar boats had now
- been absent some time; probably ow-
ing to the repairs which the mortar
boats necessarily demanded. On the
evening of the 7th they, however, re-
newed their visit, much earlier than
was customary, and staid upwards of
two hours. Their shot seemed all di-
rected at our prames, whilst their
shells, the fuses of which were remark-
ably dark, were thrown ashore. They
fired about 300 shot and 23 shells,
killed one of the 73rd, and wounded
two of the 12th. We returned 43
shot, 16 grape, and 279 shells. The
8th, two mortars were mounted in the
new mortar battery ; and from the
pickets marked for the platforms, we
concluded it would mount eight mor-
tars. In the afternoon a shell fell into
a house in town, in which Ensign
Stephens, of the 39th, was sitting :
imagining himself not safe where he
was, he quitted the room to get to a
more secure place ; but just as he passed
the door the shell burst, and a splinter
mortally wounded him in the reins, and
another took off his leg. He was con-
veyed to the hospital, and had suffered
amputation before the surgeons dis-
covered the mortal wound in his body.
He died about seven o’clock, much re-
gretted as a promising young officer.

The enemy’s parties appearing nu-
merous within the new works, our
firing from the garrison was increased
on the 11th, and was as briskly re-
turned, The governor, however, or-
dered the artillery to be less profuse
in future, unless some ecasualty de-
manded an additional fire; for their
loss, he was of opinion, bore no pro-
portion to our expenditure. Our small

shells were also decreasing very fast;
and the enemy uppeareg w? well
covered with traverses in the new works -
to be much annoyed by them. The
succeeding day our fire scarcely ex-
ceeded a hundred rounds; and the ene-
my’s was equally diminished.

Their naval force before Gibraltar
at this time was rather insignificant,
though perfectly sufficient for the block-
ade. Most of their xebeques had left
the station, as we imagined, to block
up Mahon ; and only one line-of-battle
ship, one frigate, one xebeque, and two
bomb-ketches, with the small craft and
gun-boats, remained in the bay. The
13th, the governor ordered our lower
batteries to be silent, in order to prove
whether the enemy could be diverted
from firing on the town, as their bat-
teries, contrary to the usual Pmctice of
besiegers, seemed to be guided in a
great measure by ours ; and the man-
ceuvre had the desired effect. Their
parties were now employed chiefly in
finishing the interior part of the new
mortar battery.

The garrison, on the 15th, fired only
forty rounds; and the enemy did not
exceed double the number. The night
of the 18th, they were heard hard at
work; but this circumstance produced:
no additional fire from us, as our artil-
lery had been limited to a certain
quantity since the governor ordered
the firing to decrease. The subsequent
morning we observed they had erected
a battery, of six embrasures, joining
the second branch of the new com-
munication, and bearing on Waterport
and the town, about 1200 yards from
the Grand battery: only four merlons
appeared finished ; the other three
were in a rude state, with a number of
fascines, pickets, and planks lying about
the work, and at the débouchure of the
fourth branch. The governor, in the
morning of the 19th, ordered a warm
fire on the new battery, which the enemy
instantly returned. Omne of our ecar-
casses set fire to the first branch of the
new approach, and it burnt for some
time. The following morning we
found they had removed the sand to
extinguish the fire, and displaced
many of the fascines, which, with other.
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materials, were lying in a confused
manner in the vicinity of the breach.
The night of the 20th, we were
visited by the gun-boats; but their
stay was much shorter than usual,
owing to the springing up of a brisk
easterly wind: ome of their shells
slightly wounded Assistant-engineer
Evans. This attack, we imagined, was
intended to engage our attention from
the land side, where the enemy were
heard busily at work ; it had not, how-
ever, that effect, as our batteries di-
rected an additional fire, and continued
it the whole night. At daybreak we
found they had repaired the breach
made by the fire, and strengthened the
merlons of their gun battery with
gabions and sand heaped up in front.
The situation of this battery afforded
a more serious appearance than any
operations yet undertaken by the ene-
my. Colonel Tovey, the commandant
of artillery, therefore recommended to
the governor to open upon it, without
loss of time, from such heavy guns and
howitzers as might be soon brought to
bear upon it; assisted, at the same
time, with some thirteen-inch shells, and
a few red-hot shot from an eighteen-
pounder or two. The following morn-
ing the enemy had almost completed
the battery; the governor was there-
fore induced to comply with the repre-
sentation of Colonel Tovey, and ordered
the upper batteries, &c.to be opened
on the enemy’s works, and to continue
to fire from his direction. About four
" o'clock in the afternoon of the 22nd
(a captain and two subalterns, with the
artillery picket, manning the lower
batteries) the firing commenced, and
was continued with unremitting spirit
and regularity the remainder of the
evening and night. The enemy, in
return, discha repeated volleys from
their lines; but to little purpose. Our
artillery soon drove them from the
battery, which frequently was set on
fire by the carcasses, but extinguished.
On the morning of the 23rd we had
the mortification to find, that, notwith-
standing the heavy fire kept up on it in
the night, five of the embrasures were
ma.skeﬁ with_sand-bags, to enable the
whole better to resist the effect of our

p

shells. The work was nevertheless
considerably damaged, though not in a
degree equal to our expense in am-
munition. The firing at noon was
therefore ordered to cease, as we had
expended 1596 shot, 530 shells (most
of a heavy nature), 10 carcasses, and
2 light balls. It must appear almost
incredible, that a battery at such a dis-
tance should be able to resist such
heavy ordnance, without being levelled
to the ground; but indeed few works
were ever erected so strong and com-
pact. The St. Carlos’s battery was
silent the whole time; and from the
lines they returned 1012 shot and 302
shells. Our loss was not very great;
but on the enemy’s side, many were
observed to fall, and several to be
carried into the lines ; their gallantry,
we may therefore imagine, cost them
dear,

The succeeding night they repaired
the damage done by our fire, and
erected two traverses in the rear of the
gun battery; it is probable they were
working also on the platforms; and
during the two following nights they
strengthened it with other additions.
The 25th the enemy’s fire was rather
singular. In the afternoon, about
nine, their batteries, for near an hour
and a half, discharged repeated salvos
from both cannon and mortars; not
directing their fire to any particular
object, but scattering their shot in every
direction towards the garrison, and
bursting the shells principaily in the
air. In the afternoon, about three, this
mode of firing was repeated, and con-
tinued nearly the same time. The
26th, Lieutenant Vicars, of the 56th,
was slightly wounded in the lines.

The night of the 29th, a brisk can-
nonade was heard towards the west;
and soon after, by the moon, we dis-'
covered a cutter engaging a frigate, a
xebeque, and several gun-boats. The
cutter answered a signal made by the
Brilliant at the commencement of the
action, by which we knew her to be a
friend. After the engagement had
contiiued very warm for a consider-
able time, the firing ceased, and she
was obliged to submit to so superior a

force. The succeeding night, the Uni-
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corn cutter arrived, and four boats from
Faro; the former informed us, that she
company with several cutters

d for Gibraltar, The fruit, &e.
bronght in the Portuguese boats, was
immediately purchased by the gover-
nor, for the use of the sick in the
hospitals; and some of the crew were
confined, being suspected to come as
spies. The 31st, the enemy’s engineers
were observed placing pickets to the
westward of the six-gun battery; ap-
parently with a view of extending that
work, BSince our last attack upon it,
the firing on both sides was much
diminished. In the course of the
month, three men deserted from the

garrison.

The night of the 2nd of November,
the signal was made for the approach
of the enemy’s gun and mortar boats,
which for some time had not paid us
the regular visits they formerly did;
owing, as I have remarked before, to
the repairs which the boats must neces-
sarily demand ; but the Vanguard and
Repulse prames firing several shot, they
retired. The 3rd, the Fortune prame,
mounting five twenty-six pounders,
was towed out, and moorego to the
southward of the Vanguard. The
next day, about seven in the evening,
13 gun and 6 mortar boats fired briskly
upon the garrison, seconded by the
lines; they stayed near an hour and a
half, and threw a vast number of shells;
but few were directed towards our
nar:f. Lieutenant John Frazer, of the
73rd, had his leg shot off on Monta-
gue's bastion; and Lieutenant Edgar,
of the 56th, was wounded with splin-
ters of stones. Two of the 58th and
73rd were likewise wounded. The
enemy continued, on the 6th and 7th,
to make some few alterations, and col-
lect faseines, gabions, and other mate-
rials at their lines, and various parts
of the approaches. The parallel they
also strengthened; but the six-gun
battery still remained masked with

As it of greater conse-
quence, at this period, to annoy the
enemy from the (gteleen's battery at the
0Old mole head, which formed an excel-
lent cross-fire with the other batteries,

than to fire into their camp,. the mor-
tars used for the latter purpose were
removed, and the m embrasures
at the extremity, with two others ad-
joining, were ordered to be opened,
and so altered as to admit of four
howitzers bearing on the new battery.
During the night of the 11th, the
enemy erected an additional battery of
six embrasures, westward of the other,
where the pickets were observed at the
close of last month. This work was
retired a few yards, but joined the ex-
tremity of the shoulder of the old bat-
tery, and extended almost in the same
direction towards the beach. It ap-
peared very strong, and seemed to be
intended against the Old mole head
and Waterport.

During the night of the 12th, many
signals were made in the Gut and
along the coast. In the morning we
observed a cutter standing for the bay: a
xebeque and three gun-boats attempted
to intercept her, but she got in without
firing a gun. She was called the Phee-
nix, and was laden, on government ac-
count, with ordnance stores. Colonel
Ross, who had left the garrison some
months before, was a passenger, and
returned to take the command of his
regiment, the 72nd, or Royal Manches-
ter Volunteers. The lieutenant who
commanded the cutter, informed us
that he parted company with two
others, destined for the garrison, on
the 11th; at which time one of them
was engaged with two of the enemy’s
cruisers. In the afternoon some sig-
nals were made at Algeziras; and a
cutter was observed standing in for
the bay, chased by a frigate; whence
we consequently concluded it must be
oue of the two mentioned by the Phee-
nix. At this time several gun-boats
were cruising off Cabrita Point and at
the entrance of the bay, waiting to in-
tercept her. In the Straits the wind
was W., but N. W. in the bay, and not
very strong. About six in the evening
she came up with the gun-boats and an
armed xebeque: a smart engagement
immediately commenced. Whilst she
was retarded by these, a second division
of gun-boats Algeziras cut her
off from the garrison ; and the- frigate
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coming up, after a most vigorous and
resolute resistance, she struck. When
she first appeared, six barges were or-
dered from our frigates to assist her,
and a signal was hoisted on board the
Brilliant, which she answered. The
boats rowed out a considerable way,
and, the evening being dark, found
themselves amongst the enemy’s gun-
boats, from whom, with some difficulty,
they extricated themselves. The sub-
sequent morning we had the mortifi-
cation to see the cutter towed into Al-

ziras by five gun-boats, with colours

ying, and other marks of exultation
and triumph.

The enemy about this time adopted
the mode of cutting the fuses of lfneir
shells, so that most of them which
were fired for a long range burst in the
air. They continued their practice of
making signals at the tower above the
Quarry, whenever our parties were as-
sembled, or appeared at work: and
the shot were in general better directed
than before ; but their effects against
the works were considerably weakened
by pieees of junk hung over the mer-
lons of the batteries. Our workmen
were chiefly employed at Willis’s, in
repairing the Tower battery, &e., and
at the Old mole. Other detachments
were also e in various duties on
the north front. The night of the
15th, the enemy lengthened the paral-
lel considerably, and, the succeeding
night, made further additions. In the
forenoon of the 16th, a long-ranged
shell, from the St. Carlos’s battery,
burst in the air over Hardy Town, and
a splinter of it flew into the sea, be-
yond Buena Vista, a distance of more
than three miles. Another shell fell,
in the course of the morning, at the
foot of a wine-house, south of the bar-
racks ; and several burst high in the
air over South shed. We attributed
these uncommon long ranges to the
force of the wind, which, blowing in
the same direction in which the shells
were thrown, undoubtedly increased
their velocity. Mr. Tinling, assistant-
engineer, was wounded the same day
at Willis’s. A boat arrived on the
18th from Faro: the crew were sepa-

rately examined, before they were per-

mitted the liberty of the garrison,
The patron of this boat informed us,
that seven cutters, destined for Gib-
raltar, had been taken by the Spa-
niards.

Two deserters came in, about seven
in the evening of the 20th; one a eor-
poral, the other a private in the Walon
guards. The former appeared to be
very intelligent, and informed us of
many circumstances with which we
were not before acquainted. The new
mortar battery, he said, was called St.
Paschal’s ; and corroborated our intel-
ligence, that it mounted two mortars
and six elevated guns. The two six-
gun batteries were named St. Martin’s.
He further acquainted us, that the
camp was principally composed of mi-
litia regiments: that the men were
much dissatisfied with their situation,
and greatly harassed in raising the ad-
ditional batteries : that they had suf-
fered lately very severe losses from our
fire; particularly instancing the 22nd
and 23rd of the preceding month, when
7 officers and 80 men were killed and
wounded. One of the latter was an
engineer of rank, who died three days
afterwards. We had remarked, in
course of the above firing, an officer to
be particularly active, which we now
found to be this engineer: he braved,
for a cousiderable time, the dangers of
the day, but at length fell, and was
carried off. This deserter gave the
governor further information, respect-
ing the strength and arrangement of
their guards; and the next morning
was conducted to Willis’s, where he
described to him various parts of the
enemy’s works and camp. It had al-
ways been customary for the governor
to getain the deserters at the convent
a few days, till he was sufficiently in-
formed of every particular; but these
he immured so close, that, excepting
some general information, the i

an opportunity of learning but
few circumstances, till an event took
place, which will presently be related.

The firing from both sides varied as
objects offered. Many of the enemy’s
shells ranged as far as the South bar-
racks; and others, bly to their
newly-adopted plan, in the air.



94

HISTORY OF THE

[cHAP. V.

The morning of the 22nd, a soldier of
the 58th regiment, who had been missing
several days, was seen to go into Fort
Barbaru,t{'om behind the rock. The
following day the enemy mounted guns
in the St. Martin’s battery ; and a party
was emplozed in completing the six
eastern embrasures, which were now
unmasked. We kept upon them our
usual fire of small shells from Willis’s
and the upper batteries; but the lower
ordnance were silent. In the course
of the day the governor reconnoitred
the enemy’s works ; and it was reported
that all the batteries were to be again
opened npon them, as soon as the four
embrasures for the howitzers, at the
0ld mole head, were completed.

The night of the 23rd, the besiegers
added to the parallel a return of cask-
work to the west: it appeared very
slight and trifling. The two succee:l{
ing days, their parties were very ac-
tive in finishing the batteries, which,
on the 26th, exhibited a perfect and
formidable appearance. This was
the crisis which the governor con-
sidered as proper to frustrate all their
immediate views, by destroying these
stupendous works, the construction of
which had cost them such immense la-
bour and expense. By the deserters
who ecame in on the 20th instant, he
was acquainted with the inactivity
which prevailed throughout the ene-
my’s camp, and with the strength of
their advanced guards. Lulled into
security by their superiority of force,
they never suspected the garrison capa-
ble of attempting so bold and hazard-
ous a coup-de-main. The governor,
however, secretly conceived this im-

rtant design, and never imparted his
intention till the evening in which it
was put in execution.

The gates were no sooner shut, after
first gun-firing, on the eveni.ng of the
26th, than he ordered a considerable
detachment to assemble on the Red
sands at midnight, with devils, fire-
faggots, and working implements, to
make a sortie on the enemy’s batteries.
The ' general, field, and other officers
to be employed on this service, were
convened in the interim, and the dis-
_position of attack communicated ; but,

lest some matters might have escaped
him in the multiplicity of arrangements,
the governor desired every person to
propose, without restraint, whatever
would, in his or their opinion, further
romote the success of the enterprise.
he following are the heads of the
orders issued on this occasion.

“ Evening Garrison Orders.
“ Gibraltar, Nov. 26, 1781.
“ Countersign, Steady.

“All the grenadiers and light in-
fantry of the garrison, and all the men
of the 12th and Hardenberg’s regi-
ments, officers, and non-commissioned
officers now on duty, to be immediately
relieved, and join their regiments: to
form a detachment, consisting of the
12th and Hardenberg’s regiments com-
plete, the grenadiers and light-infantry
of all the other regiments (which are
to be completed to their full establish-
ment from the battalion companies);
1 captain, 3 lieutenants, 10 non-com-
missioned officers, and 100 artillery,
and 3 engineers, 7 officers, and 12
non-commissioned officers overseers,
with 160 workmen from the line,
and 40 workmen from the artificer
company. Each man to have 36
rounds of ammunition, with a good
flint in his piece, and another in his
pocket. No drums to go out, except-
ing two with each of the regiments.
No volunteers will be allowed. The
whole to be commanded by Brigadier-
General Ross; and to assemble on the
Red sands at twelve o’clock this night,
to make a sortie upon the enemy’s bat-
teries. The 39th and 58th regiments
to parade at the same hour on the Grand
parade, under the command of Briga-
dier-General Picton, to sustain the
sortie if necessary.”

These were the principal orders for
forming the detachment. ~ At midnight
the whole were assembled, and being
Jjoined by 100 sailors, commanded by
Lieuts. Muckle and Campbell, R.N’,
the detachment was divided into three
columns, agreeably to the following
disposition.
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Left Column, Centre Column, Right Column.
Lieut.-Col. Trigge. Lieut.-Col. Dachenhausen Lieut.-Col. Hugo.
and Major Maxwell,
The Reserve.
0, s.d.r.&f 0. s.r.&f . B
72ud grenadiers 4 50 101 | 30 gronadiers 3 357" | Reden's gronn 7 3 o S E
T2ud it.infantry 4 50 101 | 39th It infintry 3 38 57 diers ., . . }3 70 7
Sailors,with an }3 30 100 |Z%dgrenadiers 4 5101 | La Motte'sgre- -
Azpﬁmeer. ve T} Tard It. iuram:;-y 4 5 1ol nadiers. . . }3 70 i1
rlillery , . . . 0 35 Engineer with Engi ith
12th regiment 26 98 2 430 workmen . . } 6 14 150 I:E;nr;:;r:.li }4 60 50
S8thit. infantry 3 30 57 Artillery ... .. 2 4 40 Artillery . . .. 1 20 25
56th grepadier 3 3 57 Hardenberg's 1
58th grenadiers 3 3 57 regiment. . 6342 206
56th It. infantry 3 30 57
41 48 2 824 28 40 620 30 59 2 500

In these columns, Brigadier Ross, angl several officers who accompanied him
as aides-de-camp, are not included, which will explain the difference between
them and the annexed summary of the whole force of the garrison at this time.

4 o o -
1S 8 SR iy B K
33 ; 8 § 45338 £ £ =
53 522588 8
T2T g 2 = Z @5 dE E
S32E8 DA <dazn & & ol posall sag
& 3 Xclusive o e sallors
Total out with the sortie 1 3326 €0140 300 2 147 4 1914 from the frigates.
Sick in hospital........ 000 1 1 10 000 0 28 6 557
Remaiving in garrison . 55545 71313 789 14 266 181 2531

Total streugth of the

garrison before lho} 688752132463 108 916 41

BOPLB s sni0n s wnias

The detachment being formed in
three lines, the right column in the
rear, and the left in the front, tools for
demolishing the works were delivered

to the workmen, and the following di-

rections for their destination communi-
cated to the principal officers.

“The right column to lead and
march through Forbes’s barrier, for the
extremi?' of the parallel ; keeping the
eastern fences of the gardens close on
their left. The centre immediately to
follow, marching through Bay-side bar-
rier, and directing their route through
the gardens for the mortar batteries.
The left column to bring up the rear,
marching along the strand for the gun
batteries. No person to advance before
the front, unless ordered by the officer
commanding the column: and the
most profound silence to be observed,
as the success of the enterprise may de-
pend thereon. The 12th and Harden-
berg’s regiments to form in front of the
works, as sustaining corps; and are to
detach to the right and left, as occasion

191 5002 Total strengih, 5952,

may require. The reserve to take
post in the farthest gardens. When
the works are carried, the attacking
troops are to take up their ground in
the following manner. The grenadiers
of Reden’s and La Motte’s behind the
parallel ; the 39th and 73rd flank com-
panies along the front of the fourth
branch; and the 72nd grenadiers and
light infantry with their right to the
fourth branch, and left to the beach.”
By the time the destination of the
columns was made known to the differ-
ent officers, and other arrangements had
taken place, the morning of the 27th
was far advanced ; and as the moon
had then nearly finished her nightly
course, the detachment, about a quarter
before three o'clock, began its march,
by files from the right of the rear line
for the attack. Although nothing
could exceed the silence and attention
of the troops, the enemy’s advanced
sentries discovered the right column
before they passed Forbes's barrier,
and after cialleng'mg, fired upon them.
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Lieut.-Col. Hi finding they were | and the flames spread with astonishing
alarmed, immediately formed the at- | rapidity into every part. The column

tacking corps, and pushed on at a brisk
pace for the extremity of the parallel;
there finding no opposition, he took
possession, and the pioneers began to
dismantle the works. Part of Harden-
berg’s regiment, which was attached to
is column, mistook the route of the
grenadiers, owing to the darkness of
the morning; and in pursuing their
own, found themselves, before they dis-
covered their error, in front of the St.
Carlos’s battery. In this dilemma, no
other alternative offered but pressing
forwards, which they gallantly did,
after receiving the enemy’s fire. Upon
mounting the parapet, the enemy pre-
cipitatcl&; retreated, and with great dif-
ficulty they descended the stupendous
work, forming with their left to the
tower. They were thus situated,
when Lieut.-(gol. Dachenhausen, at the
head of the 39th flank companies, en-
tered the St. Carlos’s battery, and na-
turally mistaking them for his oppo-
nents, fired, and wounded several. Fur-
ther mischief was however prevented
by the countersign; and the Hano-
verians joined the remainder of their
corps, wi:ich now formed en potence, in
front of the parallel. The 73rd flank
companies were equally successful in
their attacks; and Lieut.-Col. Trigge,
with the grenadiers, and light company
of the 72nd regiment, carried the gun
batteries with great gallantry. The
ardour of the assailants was irresistible.
The enemy on every side gave way,
abandoning in an instant, and with the
utmost precipitation, those works which
had cost them so much expense, and
employed so many months to perfect.
When our troops had taken posses-
sion, the attacking corps formed, agree-
ably to their orders, to repel any
attempt which the enemy might make
to prevent the destruction of the works,
whilst the 12th regiment took post in
front of the St. Carlos’s battery, to sus-
tain the western attack; and the re-
serve, under Major Maxwell, drew up
in the farther gardens. The exertions
of the workmen and artillery were
wonderful. The batteries were soon in
a state for the fire-faggots to operate;

of fire and smoke which rolled from
the works, beautifully illuminated the
troops and neighbouring objects, form-
ing altogether a coup-d’ceil not possible
to be described.

In an hour the object of the sortie
was fully effected; and trains being
laid to tge magazines, Brigadier Ross
ordered the advanced corps to. with-
draw, and the sustaining regiments to
cover their retreat: but, by some over-
sight, the barrier at Forbes's was
locked, after the flank companies had
returned ; which might have proved of
serious consequences to Hardenberg's
regiment, as they were, from that eir-
cumstance, under the necessity of fol-
lowing the 12th regiment through
Bay-side barrier.*

Several small quantities of powder
took fire whilst the detachment was on
its retreat; and just as the rear had got
within the garrison, the principal ma-
gazine blew up with a tremendous ex-
plosion ; throwinf up vast pieces of
timber, which, falling into the flames,
added to the general conflagration.
Although the enemy must have been
early ﬁarmed, not the smallest effort
was made to save or avenge their works.
The fugitives seemed to communicate
a panic to the whole ; and, instead of
annoying our troops from the flanking
forts, their artillery directed a ridicu-
lous fire towards the town and our
upper batteries, whence we continued a
warm and well-served discharge of
round shot on their forts and barrier.
Only 2 officers and 16 privates were
taken prisoners; and little opposition
being made, very few were killed
in the works. The guard, from the
best information, consisted of one cap-
tain, three subalterns, and 74 privates,
including the artillery.

Thus was this important attack exe-
cuted beyond the most sanguine expec-

* It was not a little singular, that these two
regiments, which at the memorable battle of
Minden had fought by each other's side, and,
according to the natural course of events,
could never expect to meet again, should be
em‘rloyed a second time on the same cecasion,
and be the only entire regiments out.
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tations of every one. The event chal-
1 ter admiration, when we
reflect that the batteries were distant
near th uarters of a mile from the
g:iimn. and only within a few hun-

yards of a besieging enemy’s
lines, mounting 135 pieces of heavy
artillery.

The detachment had four privates
killed ; Lieut. Tweedie, of the 12th
regiment, with 24 non-commissioned
and privates, wounded ; and one miss-
ing, supposed to be left wounded on the
batteries. Of this number, Harden-
berg’s regiment had two killed and 12
wounded. The ordnance spiked in the
enemy’s works amounted to 10 13-inch
mortars, and 18 26-pounders.

General Eliott’s anxiety on the ocea-
sion would not permit him to wait the
issue within the garrison; but, ac-
quainting the lieutenant-governor with
his intention, he accompanied the sortie,
and expressed the highest approbation
of their behaviour by the followin
public orders: that “the bravery an
conduet of the whole detachment, offi-
cers, sailors, and soldiers, on the glo-
rious occasion, surpassed his utmost ac-
knowledgments.”

Although the attack was not totally
exempted from those little derange-
ments which naturally attend night ex-
Eeditions of this nature, yet, to the

onour of the whole, neither musket,
working-tool, nor other implement, was
left behind : a volunteer indeed of the
73rd regiment lost his kilt in the attack,
which the governor being acquainted
with, promised him a substitute in
return; and not long afterwards pre-
sented him with a commission in an es-
tablished corps. When our troops en-
tered the batteries, the written report
of the commanding officer was found in
one of the splinter-proofs, which, when
the guard was relieved, was intended

to have been sent to the Spanish ge-
neral. The report expressed, that
“nothing extraordinary had happened,”
which, it must be acknowledged, the
captain had been a little premature in
writing.

Before the detachment returned fron’
the nentral ground, Lieut.-Col. Tovey,
of the artillery, died. He was suc-
ceeded by Major Lewis in the com-
mand of that department.

The night ofP:he 27th, the enemy
were alarmed with an explosion in the
ruins of their batteries; and imme-
diately directed a smart discharge of
musketry, with round and grape-shot,
toward the spot. We imagined they
suspected that we had made a second
sally, to finish the destruction of what
remained ; and their error probably
would have continued some time, had
they not been undeceived by our throw-
ing a shell amongst the ruins; after
which they instantly ceased. By the
number of lights seen in their cam
we had reason to conclude that their
army assembled ‘on the alarm. The
enemy had not yet thought proper to
take any measures toward extinguish-
ing the flames, but avenged themselves
by a brisk cannonade upon the town.,
In their camp several men were exe-
cuted, who probably might be some of
the unfortunate actors in the late dis-
grace. The 30th, their batteries con-
tinued burning in five different places :
when they ceased to smoke, the works
seemed completely destroyed ; nothing
but heaps of sand remaining. Five
dismounted mortars could be seen in
the St. Carlos’s battery from the sum-
mit of the rock; one gun also in St.
Paschal’s, and three in the St. Martin’s.
At night we fired several rounds of
grape at their horse-patroles, which,
since their late misfortune, appeared
more numerous than before.
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CHAPTER VI.

The Spaniards determine to restore their batteries— Establish several defensive posts—Repair
their works, but are considerably retarded by the garrison—Description of a new invented
depressing gun carriage—Gallant behaviour of the Mercury, ordnance:ship—The Vernon
store-ship arrives with several gun-boats, in frames; also the Cerberus and Apollo frigates,
with a reinforeement of men—Singular quality of quick sight in two boys belonging to the

—Spaniards resolve to make a vigorous attack upon Gibraltar, under the eommand
of the Duc de Crillon—Begin to convert large vessels into battering-ships at Algerziras—
A party of Corsicans arrive, and offer to act as volunteers in the garrison during the siege
—Enemy’s army reinforced—Unfortunate accident in a magazine at Willis's—A strong re-
inforcement of French troops joins the enemy’s army—The Duc de Crillon assumes the
command of the combined forces; and the besiegers' batteries for some time are silent.

TaEe Spaniards for several days ap-
peared totally at a loss how to act after
‘their vecent disgrace. Their batteries
continued in flames, nor were any at-
tempts made to extinguish the fire. In
the beginning of December, however,
they seemed as if suddenly roused from
their reverie; upwards of 1000 men
were at work making fascines, &ec., for
which purpose large quantities of brush-
wood were collected from the country.
From these operations we concluded
that they were resolved to restore their
works, when sufficient materials were

repared.
. The 1st of December, a flag of truce
brought letters from the English pri-
soners lately captured in the cutters
bound to the garrison. Not a syllable
- was mentioned by the Spanish officer
of the late transaction; mnor did he
even inquire whether we had taken
any prisoners. As we had observed
the enemy to post strong guards in
the stone guard-houses on the neutral
ground, particularly in the centre one,
the governor ordered the artillery to
endeavour to dislodge them. Answers
. were returned, on the 2nd, to the
letters brought the preceding day : let-
ters also were sent from the prisoners
taken in the sortie to their friends in
camp. The Spanish officer, on receiv-
ing the letters, appeared much sur-
prised, put them in his pocket, but was
silent; and the boats parted. One of

the officers taken prisoner was the
Baron Von Helmstadt, an ensign in
the Walon guards, with the rank of
captain: the other was Don Vincente
Freese, a lieutenant of artillery, The
baron was dangerously wounded in the
knee, and, not without many intreaties,
submitted to amputation. When the
surgeons first informed him that this
operation was absolutely unavoidable,
he resolutely opposed it: amputation,
he said, very seldom succeeded in
Spain; besides, he was then betrothed
in marriage to a lady, and would rather
risk his life than present himself before
her with only one leg. The governor,
being told this determination, immedi-
ately visited the baron, andwused every
argument to persuade him to comply.
His mistress, the general said, must
undoubtedly esteem him the more for
the honourable wound which he had
received in the service of his country ;
and, as to the operation being fatal,

might almost assure himself of a cer-
tain recovery, since, in the many simi-
lar ‘cases which had occurred in the
garrison during the siege, our surgeous
had been generally successful ; and to
convince him by ocular proof, or-
dered several mutilated convalescents
into the room. This generous atten-
tion of the governor had a powerful
effect on the baron, who, no longer able
to resist his importunities, at length
consented to the operation. The enemy,
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the night of the 3rd, repaired the da-
mage to the third branch of ap-
proach; and did some trifling work at
the fourth branch. The next day a
flag of truce from the enemy brought
letters of thanks from the Spanish
g‘o;neml, Don Martin Alvarez, and_the
alon guards, to the governor, for
the humanity shown to the prisoners
taken in the batteries. In the boat
came some poultry for the wounded
baron ; also clothes and money for the
officers. Their in the lines
now appeared to be about 800 infantry,
with 100 artillery; besides 60 or 70
cavalry for patroles. The governor,
on the 5th, ordered that * no officer of
the line, commanding at a post, should
interfere in the mode of loading, point-
ing, or firing the cannon. If at any
time he judged it necessary to fire
upon the enemy, he was to point out
the object to the artillery, and submit
it to their opinion, whether it was
practicable or not.” The morning of
the 7th, a cutter appeared from the
west, and, after an obstinate action with
the enemy’s iun—boats, was obliged to
strike. In this engagement we ob-
served that the enemy had made some
alterations in the construction of their
boats, which before would not allow
the guns to be depressed.
Notwithstanding our fire, the enemy
seemed determined to establish them-
selves at the centre stone guard-house,
round which, on the night of the 7th,
thti{ made a trench, and also lined
with fascines part of the fourth branch
of approach. Our firing continued to
vary as their operations were more or
less noticed ; in the day we directed
it principally to parties observed near
the tower, and at night to the centre
guard-house ; inst which they had
heaped up sand, and continued every
evening to make other additions.—The
garrison at this period was so extremely
sickly, that a hundred men were cur-
failet{ from the working parties; and
the officers’ servants, with others who
usually were exempted from these
duties, were ordered to assist, to lessen
the fatigue of their comrades. Near
700 were at this time on our hospital

lists.—The Unicorn cutter sailed, in
the night of the 12th, with dispatches
for England; and the following even-
ingl,‘ the Phenix, with duplicates.

he operations of the enemy seemed
now entirely defensive. The western
stone guard-house on the beach was
unroofed in the same manner as the
centre guard-house, and strengthened
with sand; with a trench dug round
at some distance in the front. We
imagined that strong guards were sta-
tioned every night at these posts, to
protect their remaining works. The
evening of the 16th, about ten o’clock,
one of the enemy’s advanced sentries,
near Bay-side, fired his musket; which
was taken up by others in the gardens,
and the alarm spread to the lines, and
thence to the camp. Lights were im-
mediately observed moving about, and
the drums beat to arms. After some
hours’ confusion they were calm and
quiet. Their works, particularly the
St. Paschal’s battery, continued to
smoke in several places, on the 18th.
No ordnance could now be seen in any
of the batteries : their fire was rather
smart, but no particular object seemed
to engage their notice.

Brigadiers Ross and Green were ap-
pointed, in the orders of the 20th, to
be major-generals in the army; and
the next evening General Ross sailed
in a boat for Faro, on his return to
England. General Green some time
afterwards received a letter of service,
and Lieutenant Holloway, his brigade-
major, was appointed his dide-de-camp.
The same day a flag of truce brought
over several letters, with money and
clothes for the prisoners. At night,
the enemy extended the fourth branch
in the same direction, toward the
western stone guard-house; and seve-
ral pickets were driven,and fascines
laid in the ruins of the batteries, in
order to retain the sand, and prevent

it being washed down by the rains.

The night of the 23rd they raised an
epaulment on the top of the centre
guard-house, and finished the first line
of the new approach from the fourth
branch. ;
Two soldiers of Hardenberg’s and
H2
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the 72nd regiment, on the 25th, at-
tempted to desert a from
Mount Misery: the lgrmerﬂ;}; down,
though the rope broke ; which accident
was the cause of the latter being re-
‘taken. A few days after, a sergeant
of the artificers was ordered to recon-
noitre the place where this deserter
descended ; and he got down far
enough to discover the unfortunate
man dashed to pieces at the foot of the
precipice. The night of the 27th the
enemy made several additions to the
centre guard-house. The Baron Von
Helmstadt being dangerously ill about
this period (notin consequence of the
amputation he had undergone, but
from some inward malady), flags of
truce were daily passing and repassing
to inform his friends of his dangerous
situation. The 28th, the baron died;
and the following day his body was
carried to the New mole, accompanied
by the grenadiers of the 12th regiment,
with the usual honours of war, where
two barges waited to convey it to the
enemy’s camp. The governor, and
Brinmpal officers in the garrison, with
on Vincente, attended the ceremony.
The fowls and other refreshments sent
by his friends, with the money not used
by the baron in his sickness, were also
returned, to the most minute article.
The enemy, on the night of the 30th,
added to the trench in front of the centre
d-house, which, a few evenings be-
ore, they had altered from its original
form. Our engineers the same night
erected a blind of canvas, &e., in front
of Princess Anne’s battery (Willis’s).
which the engineers afterwards cais-
soned, when their fire became less
warm on this new object. Another
was afterwards placed before the Prin-
cess Amelia’s, for the same pu ;
The materials with which the works at
the northward were now repaired,
were collected from the coal-ships that
had been run ashore in the New mole
after Admiral Darby’s departure. The
sides of these vessels were cut up, under
the direction of the engineers, into large
solid pieces, of such form and dimen-
sion as the purpose dictated to which
they were to be applied. Of these ma-

terials the batteries at Willis’s were at
this time formed; the angles being
connected and secured by strong knees
and bolts having transverse pieces
within, which were also kneed. g?hen
the caissons for the merlons were thus
framed, they were filled in the front
with layers of junk, and sand-bags be-
hind. The height of the merlons was
between ten and eleven feet; and the
upper parts were supported by strong
beams across the embrasures, forming
hoods (as the engineers called them) over
the muzzles of the cannon : these hoods
were three feet deep, and extended
about six feet in length over the em-
brasures; by which improvements the
guns were preserved from being broken
by the shells in their descent, and the
artillery-men on duty were well co-
vered. The solid construction of these
new works, and the adoption of a simi-
lar mode in repairing the other defences
of the garrison, will account, in a great
measure, for the general casualties of the
troops not being so numerous as might
otherwise be expected ; and, to evince
the permanence of them, no other proof,
I imagine, need be adduced, than that
upward of 100 shot-holes have been
plugged up in the front of one merlon,
and yet the battery was not materially
damaged.*

Two ordnance-ships arrived in the
course of December. As we are now
arrived at the close of the year, it may
not be impertinent to insert a return of
casuals, from the 12th of April to the

"31st of December, 1781, that the reader

may have an idea of our general loss
in that period.

* When the enemy's proceedings afterwards
rendered some alterations necessary in the
works at Willis's, the ship timber was found
very useful in further securing the upper bat-
teries, and in protecting our artillery. The
height of the parapets permitted the engineers
to erect splinter-proofs between the guns, of
curved pieces of timber cut from the bottom
of a ship, which were placed against the
breasts of the merlons, l.ng made bomb-proof
by layers of sand-bags, which also formed a
traverse across the battery. By these addi-
tions the communications between the ord-
nance were covered, and the batteries well
traversed against the enemy's eastern en-
filade-fire.
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¢ 3 (E g & Total,
Killed and dead of wounds - s 1R | 108 122
Disabled . . . . . 2 yoein] 36 46
Wounded . . . . 13 22 6 359 400
The new year’s day of 1782 was re- | plish it. She returned to Minorea on

markable for an action of gallantry
which is worthy of being reseued from
oblivion. An officer of artillery at
Willis’s, observing a shell fulling to-
wards the place wiere he stood, got be-
hind a traverse for protection; which
he had scarcely done, ere it fell into
the traverse, and instantly entangled
him in the rubbish: one of the guard,
named Martin, observiug his distress,
nerously risked his own life in de-
ence of his officer, and ran to extri-
cate him ; but, finding his own efforts
ineffectual, called for assistance; when
another of the guard joining him, they
relieved the officer from his situation;
and almost at the same instant the shell
burst, and levelled the traverse to the
ground. Martin was afterwards pro-
moted, and rewarded by the governor,
‘who at the same time told him “ he
should equally have noticed him for
relieving his comrade.” Several simi-
lar instances of heroism occurred
during the siege, all of which were
equally honourable to the garrison.
The enemy persevered in carrying
on their works;_ the centre guard-house
now began to assume a regular figure.
The ditch formed three sides of a hexa-
gon, extending to the rear in obtuse
angles with the front; and the fascine
Fa.rapet, joining the building, was
engthened each way. Materials con-
tinued to be daily brought down to the
lines and advanced works. Their
workmen were however considerably
annoyed, in repairing the fourth and
fifth branches of the approach, from the
Old mole head and Montague’s bastion.
The ship St. Philip’s Castle, in govern-
ment service, arrived on the 4th from
Mahon, with dispatches from General
Murray: on board her came several
prisoners taken by that general in a
sally made from Fort St. Philip’s.
The enemy endeavoured to cut her off
from the bay, but could not accom-

the 10th. Since their army had landed
at Minorea, the enemy’s attention to
the eastward was visibly abated; nor
did they make so many signals from the
tower on the Queen of Spain’s Chair
as had been their custom formerly.
The subsequent evening, our prames
made the signal for the approach of
the gun-boats: an easterly wind how-
ever springing up, they threw up their
rockets, and retired. We could not
otherwise acconnt for their not firing
in an easterly wind, than by imagin-
ing they were apprehensive of some ae-
cident in their magazines, which, being
in the stern of the boat, might run
some danger of being blown up by the
sparks from the discharge of their ord-
nance. The night of the 7th, beside
making additions to the centre guard-
house, the enemy debouched from the
fifth branch, and dug a trench about
fifteen or twenty yards towards the
east. A court of inguiry, on the 8th,
sat on Antonio Juanico, the spy who
was discovered in the Faro boat; and
some time afterwards he was ovdered
to prepare for execution. The gover-
nor however at last pardoned him.

The enemy, about this time, re-
moved several guns from the camp to
the lines, taking others back. Most
of their cannon (we had reason to ima-
gine for some time past) had been
greatly damaged by the firing ; as the
shot, at periods, were observed not to
fly with the same velocity as at first.
The last deserter said they had spoiled
three sets of guns from the commence-
ment of the bombardment. In the
night of the 9th, they raised the epaul-
ment joining the centre guard-house;
and opéned four embrasures, two on
each side of the building. They were
all masked with fascines, and appeared
solely for defence. The night of the
12th, the enemy formed a trench from
the débouchure of the fifth branch, to
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the front of the ruins of the St. Carlos’s
battery, toward the western beach :

of it was lined with fascines. ey
also raised a place d’armes on the east

flank of the St. Carlos’s battery, joining

the fifth branch. At night sailed the
Henry and : Mercury ordnance-ships
to the westward. Don Vincente Freese
went passen&er in the former for Eng-
land, with the prisoners taken in our
sortie, and those sent by General Mur-
ray. About the 14th or 15th, the enemy
raised another place d’armes on the west
flank of the St. Carlos’s battery, and
joining the ruins of the St. Paschal’s
battery; and the subsequent evening
strengthened and cap it with fas-
cines. In the night, signals were made
in the Gut, and at daybreak two cutters
appeared at the entrance of the bay; but
the wind blowing somewhat northerly,
and dying away, they were driven to
leeward by the current: a frigate and
11 gun-boats from Algeziras imme-

diately gave chase, and soon after they
were joined by a frigate and xebeque
from Ceuta. The cutters finding it im-

possible to make the bay, and observ-
ing the force of their pursuers, pru-
dently crowded sail to the eastward.
In the afternoon some of the gun-boats
got within range, and a few rounds
were exchanged ; but the wind freshen-
ing towards sunset, the cutters evidently
left the enemy considerably astern.
When night prevented us from con-
tinuing our observations, they had in-
deed gained such a distance, that we
did not in the least doubt but they
would escape.

The enemy had made, for several
preceding evenings, considerable addi-
tions to the centre redoubt; and on the
night of the 17th, they raised a work
embracing each extremity of the fas-
cine-ditch which was in the front of it:
this post now appeared finished. They
likewise raised and threw sand in front
of the place d’armes, and brought vast
quantities of different materials to their
advanced works. Their firing was not
at thilsaferiod remarkable; but as they
direc their ordnance principally
among our working parties on the hill,
we experienced a few casualties. Our
batteries in return were well served ;

and the fire pointed to all quarters. In-
the morning of the 18th, just after gun-
firing, signals were made from the ene-
my’s advanced works, which were re-
peated to their camp. The batteries at
the same time kept up a brisk fire, all
in a low direction. is gave us rga-
son to think they were apprehensive
of another sortie : and the following
morning the four embrasures in the
centre redoubt were unmasked, and
animated with four howitzers; and a
considerable number of troops left the
lines soon after daybreak : all which
circumstances served to countenance
our conjecture. In the evening of the
20th, the artillery at Willis's discovered
a party of the enemy erecting a line of
communication from the fourth branch
to the centre redoubt. The Old mole
head and Montague’s were immediately
opened on them in addition to the
upper batteries ; and we plied them so
briskly, that the party was obliged to
retire about midnight, leaving the work,
as the morning evin in great con-
fusion. The subsequent night, notwith-
standing our fire, they raised and
strengthened the new communication.
In this duty they were well covered by
4 brisk fire from the lines ; and which,
from the repeated volleys discharged,
afforded room to think that their work-
men had suffered materially the night
before.

The night of the 23rd they repaired
the parapet of the St. Carlos’s battery
nine fascines in height, and began to
rebuild the magazine in the rear. Great
quantities of fascines, &c. were in and
about the battery. The succeeding
afternoon, about four o’'clock, the go-
vernor opened the lower batteries on
this work, and our fire was exceedingly
well served for some hours. The car-
casses several times set fire to the fas-
cines, but the enemy as frequently ex-
tinguished it. At first their batteries .
returned onr fire sparingly ; but réceiv-
ing a reinforcement of artillery-men
from the camp, the cannonade became
warm on both sides. Our lower bat-
teries ceased in the evening. The next -
day the governor renewed his endea-
vours to burn these works. The car-
casses were equally successful as the
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preceding day, but their guards and
workmen soon extinguished the fire.
n.Tdh: Spanish lines returned the cannon-

with great vivacity, having in the
twenty-four hours di.s'ctiargems shot
and 83 shells : our batteries diminished
their fire about four in the afternoon.
The carcasses used by the artillery on
this occasion were made of the enemy’s
blind shells, in which were perforated
three large holes, and the cavity filled
with composition. - They were found
to answer extremely well; some of
them burning fresh a quarter of an hour
after the enemy had smothered them
vith sand, which was the mode they
adopted to put them out.

e observed, on the 27th, four large
piles of fascines at the eastern extremity
of the parallel. We were not at all at
a loss to guess their meaning in placing
these fascines to the eastward; as it
wat evident that they wished to draw
off our attention as much as possible
from the St. Carlos’s battery. The
maneuvre did not however answer.
The following evening, about ten
o’clock, arrived the two cutters which
had been pursued by the enemy’s cruis-
ers to the eastward: the Jlargest of
them, called the Viper, was of 460 tons
burthen, mounted 28 guns, and was
esteemed the largest vessel of her kind
ever built; the other was the Lively of
14 guns; both laden with ordnance
stores. They informed us that the even-
ingof the day they were chased through
to the east, several of the gun-boats got
up and engaged them, but were soon
beaten off : at length the wind freshen-
ing, the boats were left astern. The
breeze, they said, increased to a brisk
gale, which, as the -boats were
some leagues from land, might greatly
distress them. This conjecture ap-
peared confirmed, by none of them
being observed to have returned to the
bay. The night of the 28th, the ene-
my took down half of the old tower, or
windmill, which they probably thought
was too conspicuous an object of direc-

- tion for our artillery in the night: they
added also considerably to the St. Car-
los’s battery, and made some alterations
in the centre redoubt, which they pali-
saded in the rear, and within it hung a

barrier gate. The same night, arrived
the Dartmouth Tartar cutter with
stores. The night of the 30th, our op-
ponents were observed very busy to the
eastward of the centre redoubt. We
instantly opened upon them, and drove
them from the place. At daybreak we
found they had traced out a work of *
five sides, with a large opening in the
rear, and erected before it a screen
similar to ours at Willis’s, but so inju-
diciously placed, that the workmen be-
hind were not at all concealed from our
upper batteries. This work was never
carried on; and the screen some time
afterwards was knocked down, and re-
moved. Our engineers, of whom little
has been mentioned for some time,
were indefatigable in repairing the
splinter-proofs, magazines, traverses,
and communications, along the north
front, which were damaged by the ene-
my’s fire: the King’s, Queen’s, and
Prince’s lines had likewise a share in
their attention. Parties were also en-
gaged in securing and repairing the
skeleton t‘ravemesi‘ formed of ti%uber
aud sand-bags in front of the doors,
windows, &ec., of the powder-magazines
near the New mole; and deposits of
fascines, sand, and other materials,
were collected in different parts of the’
garrison,

In the beginning of February, great
numbers of mules continued bringing
fascines, &c, to the enemy’s lines ; and,
by the number of gabions missing from
their fascine park, it was thought they
had concealed them in different parts
of the approaches for new works. The
St. Carlos’s battery !:gpeared nearl
completed : it consisted of an e uﬁ
ment with two shoulders; five doc{;in {
traverses were erected in the rear, an
behind them two larger ones for maga-
zines : the latter, however, were not of
the same form as those erected before.
A gate was also hung at the opening of
the fifth branch, and the places d’armes,
on each flank of the battery, seemed
finished. Part of the parallel joining
the fifth branch, in extent about 40
yards, was likewise lined with fascines,
and repaired. In this state were their
works near the tower, when, on the
night of the 2nd, they restored the
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western part of the St. Martin's battery,
mnkinﬁ:only five embrasures to o
upon the town and Waterport. r
firing was pm smart at this period ;
but their illery did mnot exceed
100 or 150 rounds in the twenty-four
hours.

In this tedious and uninteresting
manner affairs proceeded ; every night
the besiegers making some trifiing ad-
dition to their advanced works. The
afternoon of the 7th, one of their shells
set fire to a ine-box on the
Queen’s battery (Willis’s), in which
were a few loaded small shells and
cartridges. These instantly blew up,
and fired an adjoining gun, but did not
the smallest injury to the officers, or
any of the guard, though the former
were close to it when the accident hap-
pened. On hearing the explosion, the
enemy immediately increased their fire,
and continued it the remainder of the
evening. The enemy added, on the
night of the 10th, another embrasure to
the new battery ; and two nights fol-
lowing, they prolonged the parallel
about 40 yards to the eastward. Vast
quantities of materials were at this
time scattered in various parts of their
works.

° The afternoon of the 15th, some
practice was made from a gun mounted
upon a new-constructed depressing car-
riage, the invention of Lieutenant Koeh-
ler, of the Royal Artillery, which was
highly approved of by the governor and
other officers present. The gun was
fixed in a bed of timber, the under side
of which was a plane parallel to the
axis of the piece: from this bed, imme-
diately under the centre of gravity, pro-
jeeted a spindle eight inches in diameter.
This e?indle passed through a groove
formed for its recegtion in a plank, the
upper side of which was also a plane :
upon this under-piece the bed and gun
recoiled, being attached to it by a key
passing through the spindle. The bed
and gun by these means were at liberty
to move round upon the axis of the
:Ei.nd}e, and when fired, slided upon

e under plank in the line directed by
the groove. The under-piece was then
conuected, by a strong hinge in front,
to two cheeks of a common garrison

umnﬂ' cut down to be little higher
than trucks. The gun could be
laid to any degree of depression under
20 degrees, by a common quoin resting
upon the cheeks of the carriage; but
when greater depression was necessary,
two upright timbers, with indented
steps, were fixed to the cheeks; by
which, with the assistance of a mov-
able plank, to slide in upon the steps,
and a quoin, the back part of the plank,
upon w%ich the gun slided, was elevated
at gleasu.re by iron pins in the uprights;
and the gun depressed to any angle
above 20 and under 70 degrees.

Many advantages, beside that of
immediate depression, resulted to the
artillery from this invention. The car-
ri when the gun was:l gepressed,
seldom moved ; the gun sliding u
the plank to which the bed was atw:m
by the spindle, and returning to its
former place with the most trifing
assistance. When the shot was dis-
charged, and the bed with the gun had
recoi%ed to the extremity of the Emwe,
the matross, by turning round the gun
to lie horizontally across the carriage
(which was done with the greatest
facility), was also enabled to load
under cover of the merlon, unexposed
to the enemy’s fire, and avoided the
difficulty of ramming the shot upwards.
It equally allowed the gun to be fired
at point blank; and (by turning the
muzzle to the back part of the carriage)
at every elevation, to 45 degrees, but in
that state did not particularly excel.
As to the accuracy of the depressing
shot, no farther proof need be adduced,
than that, out of 30 rounds, 28 shot
took place in one traverse in the St.
Carlos’s battery, at the distance of near
1400 yards.

A polacre had arrived on the 15th;
and on the 17th, came in the Flying-
fish cutter, with ordnance stores: the
latter was opposed, and engaged in the
bay by a frigate, a xebeque, and three
gun-boats; but got in, by perseverance
and superior skill, without a single
man killed or wounded. At night, a
party of the enemy was discovered at
the eastern extremity of the parallel ;
and a brisk fire was immediately
pointed to the spot. At daybreak, we
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remarked they had traced out with fas-
cines a work (of five sides, leaving the
gorge open) at the west return from
the parallel. Tt a‘.xpmred to ‘be for
another redoubt. About the morning
gun-fire, a brig was hailed from Europa,
and answered, “ from Cork :” finding she
was a friend, the captain was directed
‘to anchor at the Mole; but, imaginin,
‘the v;hipa, as before the war, remain
at Waterport, he passed our prames,
and did rggt discover his erron?till he
had gone too far to return: he was
consequently obliged to put about, and
the vessel grounded at the back of the
Old mole. When the enemy observed
her in the morning, the Black battery
and Fort St. Philip directed a smart
fire upon her; but, though it was con-
tinued the whole day, not a shot struck
the hull. Captain Curtis brought away
the crew, and at night went with seve-
ral boats, and cut away her masts:
Bﬂrt of her cargo was also removed;

ut the greater portion of it was da-
maged by the sea-water. In the even-
ing, Waterport guard was reinforced
with a picket.

The enemy, on the night of the 18th,
added five embrasures to the gun bat-
tery, and left a space, seemingly for
two others. This addition made it
appear as if they intended the whole
for one battery, which before was di-
vided into two. Gureat quantities of
materials were dispersed in various
parts of their works, and brushwood
continued to be brought into their camp
from the country. The succeeding
night they erected an epaulment of
39 casks long, faced with fascines,
within the hexagon figure, at the ex-
tremity of the parallel. The front
work was also raised, and a ditch, ex-
tending along the front of the parallel
to the east flank of the St. Carlos’s,
lined with fascines. They worked also
on the platforms of the new battery.
The morning of the 20th, 10 gun-boats
returned to Algeziras from the east:
they were supposed to be the same
which had chased the Viper and Lively
cutters. Intelligence from Portugal
mentioned that several of them had
been lost in the gale which sprung up
the same evening: we were rather dis-

appointed therefore to see so many
return. In the evening the Viper,
Lively, and Dartmouth Tartar cutters,
sailed for England. About the time of
their departure, a traverse in the St.
Carlos’s was set on fire by our artillery,
which produced a smart cannonade for
some hours. The succeeding day, an-
other traverse was set on fire, and
burnt for some time. The enemy
always behaved with great spirit on
these occasions. The night of the 21st
they completed their gun battery, which
now presented to us 13 embrasures:
they likewise repaired the damage done
by the fire.

About noon on the 23rd, several sig-
nals were made at Cabrita Point, whie
brought out a frigate and a xebeque
from Algeziras. Soon after, we ob-
served a vessel standing into the bay
with a flowing sail. The xebeque
passed her astern ; but the frigate bore
down, and appeared as if ghe intended
ta board. The wvessel, however, in
coming abreast, threw in so well-
directed a broadside, that the Spaniard
was greatly confused, and fell astern.
The frigate afterwards wore, and re-
turned 5:3 salute; but the vessel was
at such a distance that no damage was
received. On her arrival at the New
mole, to our surprise we found her to
be the Mercury ordnance-ship, which
had left the bay in January, and, as
we imagined, was bound to England.
Several inhabitants, supposing the same,
had taken their passage on board her
for England ; and never discovered
their mistake, till, to their great morti-
fication, they found, on their entrance
into the Straits, the unpleasant shores
of Spain and Barbary, instead of the
exhilarating coast of Britain. Captain
Heington, who commanded her, on
leaving the garrison, had secret orders
to put into Lisbon, where he was to
take in a cargo of various articles, and
return, which orders he had directions
not to divulge to any person, lest the
enemy, by their emissaries, should get
information of the plan, and wayla;
him in his voyage back. He accord-
ingly put into Lisbon, and took in his
cargo of wine and fruit. ‘When every-
thing was completed, he pretended
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some further business would still delay
him, and pressed the passengers to
embrace the opportunity of the packet,
and sail for ?ngland. They however
approved of their accommodation too
well to remove ; and Captain Hein'fon
was reluctantly obliged to bring them
back to the garrison. The governor
did not suffer the gallant conduct of
Captain Heington to pass unrewarded,
but erously presented him with a
hangnme douceur, and strongly re-
commended him to the Admiralty for
promotion ; which accordingly ~suc-

On the afternoon in which
the Mercury arrived, the enemy fired a
grand feu-de-joie in camp, commencing
with a salute from the lines. They
r:geat.ed the fire a fourth time ; which
led us to imaginé they had gained some
advan at Minorca; and we after-
wards found that our apprehensions
had been too well founded.

The enemy’s ships in the bay were
reinforced on the 24th and 25th with
a frigate, four or five xebeques, and se-
veral armed settees ; part of which pro-
bably had been employed to block up
the port of Mahon. '{‘he morning of
the 25th, arrived the St. Ann, ordnance-
ship, with a supply of powder, and two
gﬂu.!;boats, on a new construction, in

es. We were informed by her
that the Vernon store-ship, under con-
voy of a frigate, was on her passage for
Gibraltar, with ten other gun-boats on
board. The following morning we ob-
served the enemy had entirely new-
faced the eastern epaulment, and raised
it to the height of eight fascines. They
also worked on the magazine of the St.
Martin’s battery, and debouched from
the centre of the parallel, throwing up
a trifling line extending towards the
south-west. The 27th, four rows of
ten tents each were pitched in the rear
of the Catalonian camp. We imagined
they were oceupied by the artillery
cadets. At night the enemy added se-
veral traverses to their thirteen-gun bat-
tery. Beside the arrivals already noted,
three other vessels and several boats
came in in the course of the month.

The 1st of March a flag of truce
went to the enemy, in answer to one
from them some days before. The

Spanish officer who received the packet
informed us that Fort St. Philip, in
Minorea, had surrendered on the 5th of
Feb The succeeding day, a car-
cass set fire to the enemy’s thirteen-gun
battery, which continued blazing for
two hours. On their attempting to ex-
tinguish the fire, we plied them so
briskly, that several were killed and
most of them driven from their work;
but their usnal gallantry at last pre-
vailed. At night they raised a place °
d’armes at the western extremity of the
thirteen-gun battery. These defensive
works demonstrated that they were de-
termined to provide as mueh as possible
against anotger sortie. The following
night they repaired the damage done
by the fire. The nters of the
navy, on the 4th, laid the keel of one of
the new gun-boats. The 6th, six rows
of tents, ten in each row, were pitched
in the rear of the second line of the
enemy’s camp, near the horse-barrack.
A large party was also employed in
making a road from the beach to the
barrack, and others were engaged in
landing shells and different ordnance.
These, with other appearances, bespoke
a determined resolution to prosecute
the siege. Our governor, on the other
hand, with unwearied attention em-
ployed the garrison in repairing, and
putting in the best order of defence,
the upper batteries, and other works
which gead suffered from the continued
bombardment of the ¢enemy. The bridge
in the ditch at Landport was likewise
pulled down, and other alterations took
place in that quarter. The enemy, on
the 8th, raised one face of the eastern
redoubt several fascines in height; and
from the noise heard the precedin
night, we imagined they also fini
platforms in their batteries. The day
following, Lieutenant Cuppage, of the
Royal Artillery, was dangerously
wounded on the Royal battery, from a
splinter of a small shell, which burst
immediately after being discharged
from the rock gun above and in the
rear of the Royal battery: this was the
second accident of the same nature.
The 11th a frigate and xebeque passed
to the west, with six top-sail vessels,
supposed to be part of the late Minorca
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garrison. The night of the 13th the
enemy traced out a work within the
western place d’armes of the St. Carlos’s
mﬁ' apparently with an intention of
extending the epaulment. The firing
on both sides was now considerably in-
creased ; that from the enemy amounted
on an average to about 300 rounds in
the twenty-four hours.

The operations of the besiegers still
continued tedious. On the 16th they

isaded the gorge of the centre re-

bt, and on the 18th began to pitch
a new camp near the grand magazine
on the befch.' At night they egr:zcted
the epaulment of St. Paschal’s mortar
battery, and raised three traverses in
the rear. Lieutenant White, of the
56th, was slightly wounded on the 16th.
On the night of the 20th the St. Pas-
chal’s battery was raised three fascines.
At night the wind blew so strong a
gale, tiat the new windmill, on Wind-
mill-hill, took fire from the violence of
the friction, and was burnt to the
ground. The 22nd the enemy made
some trifling additions, and fixed a
barrier-gate at the extremity of the
fourth branch of approach. The sub-
sequent evening, a little before mid-
night, we were gratified with the safe
arrival of the Vernon store-ship, having
on board the remaining ten gun-boats
and other materials for the garrison,
Some hours after, the Cerberns and
Apollo frigates, Captains Mann and
Hamilton, with four transports, havin
the 97th regiment on board, anchos
under our guns.

The Vernon's arrival may be consi-
dered as truly fortunate, since no less
than thirty Spanish men-of-war of dif-
ferent force were out purposely to in-
teruBt her and the Success frigate, Cap-
tain Pole, her convoy. Some leagues
to the westward of the Straits they fell
in with a forty- frigate, which had
left onr (bloekmf:)nmﬁﬂn, and was one
of the above-mentioned cruisers. A
warm action consequently commenced ;
but the Spaniard, finding the Vernon
well armed, and that she boldly bore
down to support the Success, after an
én ent of several glasses, in which
the Vernon had a considerable share,
thought proper to submit. On board

the %nze were found papers deseribing
the Vernon to the most minute part of
her rigging, at the same time mention-
ing the officers’ ygames who were pas-
sengers, and every particular article of
her cargo; and from the prisoners we
learned the number of ships which
were cruising to intercept her. Cap-
tain Pole afterwards burned the Santa
Catalina, and separated from the Ver-
non on the appearance of the Cerberus
with her convoy, which he mistook for
the enemy’s cruisers. The Vernon
therefore proceeded alone for the gar-
rison, and, at the entrance of the Straits,
in the evening, fell in with, and indeed
was surrounded by, the enemy’s ships;
but, happilg', the sky prognosticating a
rough night, and she tacking at the
same time they did, they sup her
a friend, and stood in for the high land ;
and at dusk she altered her course, and
was soon safe in her destined port.
Lieutenant-Colonel Gledstanes, of the
72nd regiment, and other officers, came
in her as passengers, with recruits for
the different regiments in the garrison.
The next day the 97th regiment, com-
manded by Colonel Stanton, disem-
barked 700 complete, and were imme-
diately quartered in Scud-hill and Rosia
barracks. This regiment soon after
became very sickly, and, though they
were attended to with the greatest care
by the governor and officers, in a few
months many of them died, and the
rest were of little assistance to the gar-
rison before September.

The enemy, on the night of the 24th,
were discovered, from Willis’s, at work
in the front of the epaulment, at the
eastern extremity of the parallel; a
few rounds of grape, however, quickly
drove them under cover: they made
several attempts to proceed, but were
as constantly obliged to retire. The
succeeding morning we observed they
had employed parties in other parts of
their works. The communication to
the centre redoubt was raised, man
traverses were erected behind the fom-tﬁ
approach, and a considerable quantity
of fascines and other materials brought
down to their works. In the forenoon
of the 25th, the Spanish officers belong-
ing to the Santa Catalina, who were
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brought to the garrison in the Vernon,
were sent by a of truce into Spain
on their parole. In the course of the
day a shot came through one of the
capped embrasures on Princess Amelia’s
battery (Willis’s), took off the legs of
two men belonging to the 72nd and
73rd regiments, one leg of a soldier of
the Tsrg,“:nd wounded another man in
both legs; thus four men had seven
legs taken off and wounded by one
shot. The boy, who was usually sta-
tioned on the works where a large party
was employed to inform the men when
the enemy’s fire was directed to that
place, had been reproving them for
their carelessness in not attending to
him, and had just turned his head to-
ward the enemy, when he observed this
shot, and instantly called for them to
take care; his caution was, however,
too late ; the shot entered the embra-
sure, and had the above-recited fatal
effect. It is somewhat singular that
this boy should be possessed of such
uncommon quickness of sight as to see
the enemy’s shot almost immediately
after they quitted the guns. He was
not, however, the only one in the gar-
rison possessing this qualification ; an-
other boy of about the same age was as
celebrated, if not his superior. Both
of them belonged to the Artificer com-
pany, and were constantly placed on
some part of the works to observe the
enemy’s fire; their names were Richard-
son and Brand; the former was reputed
to have the best eye.*

The night of the 25th, the enemy
extended their parallel in a continued
direction with the old work about one
hundred yards, with casks and fascines,

" banked up with sand in front. The
succeeding evening, we perceived seve-

* These boys were afterwards patronized by
some officers of their corps, and, being found
quick and very intelligent, were placed in the
engineer's drawing room, and eventually ob-
tained commissions in the corps of engineers,
One of the works of these young men, while
gursuing their studies at Woolwich, was to

nish the large model of the Rock of Gibraltar,
which formerly stood in the model-room there,
and was, much admired for beauty of execution
and minute correctness, It was destroyed in
the fire by which that building was consumed.
Richardson and Brand both died of yellow
fever in the West Indies.

ral guns in the 8t. Martin’s battery;
and it was i ined, ‘that ordnance
were brought forward for the other
batteries. e night of the 26th, they
began merlons for six embrasures in
the eastern redoubt, two in each face
opening on the Devil’s Tower, Lines,
and Old mole: they also lengthened
the parallel, and strengthened that part
which was raised the preceding night.
The 28th, they scaled several guns and
mortars in the advanced batteries ; and
the following day, we concluded, they
mounted all their ordnance, as their
working parties gave a general huzza,
and then withdrew for the day.

Our ggponenta at this time scarcely
expended more than 200 rounds in the
24 hours; but we frequently saluted
them with double that number in that
period. The night of the 28th and
29th, the enemy lined with fascines
the prolongation of the parallel, and
erected five traverses in the eastern re-
doubt. Their batteries near the tower
now appeared to be completed; the
fourth month being just expired since
they had been destroyed. The 31st,
being a grand festival, our batteries
were double manned, expecting the
besiegers would open their advanced
batteries; but not firing, the reinforee-
ment was remanded at noon. In the
evening, about six o’clock, a shell set
fire to the flank of the eastern redoubt,
and, the flame being assisted with a
brisk discharge, burned rapidly for
some hours: at last, however, the
enemy extinguished it. The succeed-
ing morning, we perceived that Lh:i
had covered with sand the part whi
had taken fire, and a number of fascines
were lying in great confusion about
the work. The same night, a boat
came in from Portugal with sheep,
oranges, lemons, and fowls: two others
also arrived in the course of the month.

On the evening of the 1st of April,
a soldier of the 39th regiment deserted
from Landport: several hundred rounds
of musketry and grape were disc
at him, some of which it is imagined
took effect, as he dropped just before
he got to the St. Carlos’s battery, and
was carried into the work by seven of
the guard. At dusk, a volunteer of
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came over to us: he brought
his arms’and some necessaries, which,
‘with other circumstances, occasioned a
suspicion of his being a spy. He re-
ported that the enemy had suffered
considerably  in restoring their batte-
ries ; upward of 400 being killed, and
nearly as many more wounded. The
eastern redoubt, he informed us, was
called the Mahon battery. The enemy,
on the 2nd, began to pitch tents in rear
of the Walon guards: they were af-
terwards increased to six double rows,
gagble of quartering a battalion of

Astrgyrates for heating shot were dis-
tributed on the different northern bat-
teries in the beginning of this month,
we imagined the governor. intended
applying red-hot shot against the ene-
my's works, which appeared now com-
plete. We were however disappointed ;
they were still reserved as a bonne
bouche, for the closing of the scene.

The night of the 5th, the enem
erected, at the extremity of the paral-
lel, a place d'armes, of four sides, one
of which was the parallel lengthened,
the other three extending in obtuse
angles to the rear. The 6th, Colonel
Stanton was appointed a brigadier-
gnenﬂ; and Captain Blanckley, of

e 97th regiment, his brigade-major.
The 8th, we perceived some tents
pitched upon the plain beneath the
ruins of Carteia; and the following
day this camp was increased with five
double rows of tents: a regiment in
white took possession in the evening.
The 9th, a regiment in blue marched
into the new camp, pitched the 2nd of
this month. The same day all the
carpenters of the regiments in garrison
(those of the 97th regiment excepted)
were ordered, with a hundred addi-
tional real men, into the King’s works.
At night the enemy made some altera-
tions near St. Paschal’s battery, and
strengthened the place d’armes at the
extremity of the parallel. The 10th,
Lieutenant Wetham, of the 12th regi-
ment, was killed by a splinter of a
shell, marching at the head of the
spur- up the ramp, from Land-
port ditch. His servant also lost his
arm, and the drummer had his drum

broken to pieces: but the rest of the
guard escaped. This gou.ng officer be-
ing much liked, his death was much
regretted ; and it seemed particularly
unfortunate, as the enemy only fired
that fatal shell, and one shot, in the
earlier part of the day. -

A Faro boat arrived on the 11th
from Portugal, with dispatches for the
%?vemor. A private letter, sent from

isbon by this boat, communicated to
us most important intelligence: it
mentioned, that great preparations were
making at Cadiz, and in the Mediter-
ranean ports, for a most vigorous at-
tack on Gibraltar; and that the Due
de Crillon, who had lately taken St.
Philip’s, was to command with 20,000
French and Spanish troops, in addition
to what were at present before the

rrison ; with Monsieur d’Argon, a -

rench engineer of great eminence and
abilities ; and Admiral Don Bonaven-
tura Moreno, with 10 sail of the line,
beside floating-batteries, gun and mor-~
tar boats, &c. &c. The truth of this
intelligence we little doubted, as many
circumstances now occurred daily that
served to confirm it. The enemy’s
cannonade, in the course of the 12th,
was singular indeed: from six in the
morning to sunset, they fired every
two or three minutes a single gun or
mortar ; and being the anniversary of
their bombardment, it appeared still
more extraordinary. Some jocular
persons in the garrison remarked, that
perhaps they were eommemorating the
day with fasting and prayer, and by
their minute-guns expressing their sor-
row, that so many thousand barrels of -
powder, and rounds of ammunition,
shonld have been expended to so little
purpose. Their firing from the 12th
gradually decreased, for about a week ;
when, for a few nights, they fired
brisker than usual. It afterwards di-
minished to about a hundred rounds on
an average in the 24 hours, and scarcely
exceeded that number during the re-
mainder of the month. Their fascine
parties continued to be actively em-
ployed preparing materials in their
parks ; and long strings of mules were
constantly removing them to the lines
and advanced batteries. Throughout
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their camp new life seemed to be in-
fused into the : instead of that
inactive languor which had so long
prevailed in all their operations, every
person now appeared in motion.

The morning of the 16th we re-
marked that the enemy had repaired
the eastern part of the Mahon battery,
which had been burnt down the latter
end of the preceding month. Some
other trifling additions were also made
to this work. The 20th arrived the
Antigallican ordnance-ship from Eng-
land. The nights of the 21st and 22nd
-the enemy's parties added some further
repairs to the Mahon battery : they also
raised a small work near the tower, and
erected several traverses in various
parts of the parallel. The 24th one of
our new gun-boats, which had been
launched on the 18th, was tried with
an eighteen-pounder on board ; and the
‘practice met with the approbation of
‘the governor and officers of the navy.
Asa person was sent out in the Vernon
to superintend their construction, the
keels of several other boats after his
arrival were immediately laid on the
stocks; and the carpenters, being now
acquainted with the marks, proceeded
with confidence and expedition: four
or five more therefore were in great
forwardness. We observed about this
time numbers of boats passing and re-
passing between Algeziras and Point
Mala; and two ships in the river
Palmones, which we imagined were
fitting out as fire-ships: precautions
were therefore taken to render them
ineffectual, in case they resolved on
another attempt to burn our frigates.
The 25th, a little before daybreak, a
deserter came in from the enemy: he
was a native of Arragon, and comrade
to the last: he confirmed our informa-
tion from Lisbon ting the in-
tended attack, under the command of
the Duc de Crillon; adding, that they
had resolved to make the principal
attack by sea; for which purpose large
ships were to be fitted up in a peculiar
manner with junk, cork, &c. The new
camp, near Rocadillo Point, he said,
was m&ined by the regiment of Cor-
dova in , lately arrived from
Ceuta.

Though their camp had been con-
siderably reinforced within the pre-

ceding six weeks, yet we could not
observe that they made any addition
to their advanced , which con-

tinued to be about the same number as
mentioned some months before. The
28th they raised the merlons of the
Mahon battery with sand-bags. In the
course of the day they brought down
two from their artillery park to
Fort Tonara, whither they had carried
four the preceding day. The 30th
thegl,; began laying platforms in the
Mahon battery: on the same day we
launched our second gun-boat. Seven
more were on the stocks,

In the beginning of May the enemy
repaired the west branch of the St.
Carlos's, which fell down some time
before, and made some alterations in
the Black battery. Several hundred
mules came likewise with clay to the
lines. From seven in the evening of
the 4th, to the same hour the succeed-
ing afternoon, both the garrison and
the enemy were silent. This was the
first twenty-four hours in which there
had been no firing for the space of
nearly thirteen months.

The evening of the 7th the Cerberus
and Apollo frigates, with four trans-
ports and four ordnance-ships, sailed
for England. The succeeding morning
we observed that three of the transports
were captured, and, in company with
the enemy’s eruisers, were then turning
to windward. In the afternoon of the
9th, a line-of-battle ship, with seven
large vessels and a few polacres and
tartans, arrived in the bay from the
west, and anchored at Algeziras. At
dusk the large vessels, which appeared
to be the old men-of-war or galleons,
hauled close in shore. The governor,
at night, ordered a picket to reinforce
Waterport guard. The enemy still
continued discharging about a hundred
rounds every twenty-four hours; and
their ies as well as ours were em-
ployed in making trifling additions and
repairs. The arrival of the above-
mentioned shipping at Algeziras occa-
sioned various conjectures: from many
circumstances we had reason to ima-
gine they were intended for the attack
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by sea, which was meditating against
the garrison. The governor and chief
engineer’s attention consequently be-
came en toward the sea-line: the
beach behind the Old mole was fortified
with a row of sloping palisades; Water-
port gateway was well barricaded, and
a chevaux-de-frise ordered to be got
ready to place at the foot of Landport
glacis: the ramp in the ditch was like-
wise removed; and those batteries on
the sea-line, which they conceived
might probably be opposed to the
enemy’s attack, were inspected, and put
in the best order of defence.

The enemy, about the 12th, removed
and made a new arrangement of their
ordnance in the forts and batteries
along the coasts: we supposed they
were changing them for others of a
larger calibre. The 14th several of
the large ships at Algeziras struck their

ards and top-masts, and a great num-

r of men appeared on board them;
which movements left us no longer to
doubt that they were intended to be fitted
up as floating batteries for the grand
attack : this opinion was confirmed in
the afternoon, by their beginning to
cut down the poops of two of them.
The subsequent day three store-ships,
the Queen Charlotte, Leonora, and
Charles, arrived from England with
;;‘owder, shells, bedding, and timber.

hree gun-boats, on their appearance
in the Gut, went from the point to
BFPenk them; but, the ships hoisting

rench colours, and standing for Alge-
ziras, the boats were deceived, and re-
turned: the false colours were soon
after struck, and British displayed ; and
they arrived without opposition. The
new gun-boats which were launched
were on this occasion of particular ser-
vice ; and before night 1900 barrels of
powder were secured in our magazines.
The enemy on the 17th opened thirteen
large port-holes in the larboard side of
one of the ships at Algeziras, and seven
in another.

Their operations. now in the ad-
vanced works almost totally ceased ;
their whole attention seemed occupied
by the ships at Algeziras, and by ar-
rangements in their eamp. Cannon

and a variety of military stores were

landed beyond Point Mala, and a strong

was employed in erecting a large
building mnear the landing-place, which
we conjectured was for an hospital,
The firing on both sides varied as cir-
cumstances directed. Three men of the
58th regiment were missing on the
19th; and, a party being immediately
sent in quest of them, their bodies were
found dashed to pieces behind the rock ;
the rope by which they were to have
descended being many yards too short.
The enemy were very active about
their ships; eleven port-holes were
opened in the side of a third; and, on
the 21st, they began to strengthen their
larboard sides with some materials
which appeared like junk. The elas-
ticity and resistance of this article ren-
dered it very eligible for the purpose.
On the land side they continued colleet-
ing brushwood from all parts of the
country, and had strong parties at work
making fascines. At the landing-place
stores of every species were daily dis-
embarked. On the other hand, the
garrison, with unwearied assiduity,
made various dispositions to repel their
attack. The sloping palisades at Water-
port by this time were finished, and the
gateway barricaded, excepting a small
passage for the wicket. To this post the
governor seemed particularly to attend.
The intentions of the enemy were no
longer mysterious: every preparation
was therefore made to give them a
warm reception: an additional number
of grates for heating shot were made
and distributed along the line-wall;
and the navy lowered their yards and
topmasts, to be in readiness to act on
shore at a moment’s notice.

A privateer xebeque arrived on the
25th from Leghorn, with a Corsican
officer and 12 privates, who came to
offer their services as volunteers during
the approaching attack; which the go-
vernor accepted, and ordered them to
be entertained by different regiments
till the others arrived, who, they in-
formed us, were on their passage. In
the evening a large building, to the
east of the Catalonian camp, took fire,
and was totally consumed: it had for-
merly been a barrack, but was now, as
the deserters informed us, a granary
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for forage and corn. We numbered at
this time upward of 100 pieces of can-
non in the artillery park of the enemy.
The 25th the engineers began to mine
a gallery from a place above Farring-
don’s battery (Willis’s), to communicate
through the rock to 'a notch or pro-
,};e:tdion of the rock, below Green’s
ge, in which the governor proj
to make a battery. The 26th another
vessel arrived from Algiers, and brought
letters, acquainting us that it was uni-
versa.[l{ believed in Spain, that the gar-
rison, from the magnitude of the pre-
g:mﬁons for the attack, inevitably must
taken before the end of July. The
same day about noon a large fleet ap-
peared from the east, upward of 100
sail of which we observed in the even-
ing enter the bay, and anchor between
the river Palmones and Algeziras. The
succeeding morning we were enabled
to make our observations on them:
three were large and armed, one of
them with a flag at her mizen: the
rest were ships with troops on board,
and small polacres and settees, sup-
posed from their appearance to be laden
with stores. In the course of the 27th,
28th, and 29th, they landed, it was
imagined, about 12 battalions ; which,
calculated at about 750 to each bat-
talion, amounted to about 9000 men, if
the regiments were complete. As the
troops disembarked, they encamped in
the rear of the second line, extendin
toward the horse-barrack now call
Buena Vista, which, we understood
from the last deserters, had been fitted
up for the commander-in-chief’s quar-
ters: others of them occupied the
ground on the left of the first line, and
on the right of the Catalonians, in an
obtuse direction up the hill toward the
Queen of Spain’s Chair. Large parties
were detached to land the military
stores.

A flag of truce came from the enemy
on the 28th, with a letter from Mr.
Anderson, a merchant who had left the
garrison some days before, and had
been taken on his passage to Faro.
Before the purport of the flag was
known, the governor, speaking to the"
officers near him, said “he sup
the duke was arrived, and had sent to

[crAP. VI.
summon the Emmn ; but he should
give him a short answer, No,—No,
and htl})ed the gentlemen ” (addressin
himself to the officers present) “ woul
all sopport him.” He had not, how-
ever, an opportunity of bemf 80 spirit-
edly laconic. The day following w.
perceived a new encampment between
the Catalonians and the left of the first
line, and great additions were made to
those mentioned before. Six of their
battering-ships were now in hand, and
an universal activity was observed
throughout their camp. The firing on
both sides varied very little: if there
were any difference in the number of
rounds, the garrison had the advantage.

engineers at this time were em-
ployed in repairing the dam and
uneven platforms on the sea-line bat-
teries, and the artillery in disposing of
the heavy ordnance where they would
act with greater execution and effect.
Scarce a day now passed but vessels of
all denominations arrived in the bay,
at the enemy’s camp, the generality
of which seemed lmren with military
stores and materials for the siege.

June did not commence with any-
thing extraordinary. The 2nd Bri-
gadier Stanton died of a coup de soleil.
The enemy, the following day, pitched
several large tents to the southward of
Algeziras, for the accommodation of
the workmen employed in fitting up
their ships. The 4th, being his Ma-
jesty’s birthday, the last of our new
gun-boats was launched ; and at noon
the whole fired a salute, commencing
with a salvo of 44 guns shotted, from
the north front of the garrison: the
enemy’s batteries instantly returned our
land-fire, and in so smart a manner as
to convince us they had prepared to re-
taliate. The following are the names
of the gun-boats, and ships from which
they were manned :—

From the Brilliant frigate.

Revenge . . one 24-pounder 21 men
Defiance . . one 24 do. 21 do.
Resolution . one 18 do. 21 do.
Spitfire . . . one 18 do. 21 do.
Dreadnought one 18 do. 21 do.

Thunder . . one 18 do. 21 do.
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’ From the Porcupine frigate.
- Bu £i

one 24 pounder 21 men
Teme .« . 0D0 18 podo. 21 do.
Fury ....one18 do. 21 do.
Scourge . . . one 18 do. 21 do.
Terror . one 18 do. 21 do.
From the Speedwell cutter.
Vengeance, . one 18 do. 21 do.

On the 5th, three rows of double
tents, ten in each row, were pitched
near Barcelo’s battery, at Algeziras.
Mr. M‘Gregor, a volunteer in the 73rd,
was wounded the same day by a shell,
of which article the enemy’s artillery,
within a day or two, had been more

rofuse than usual. The 6th, Captain

ideburg of Reden’s was wounded in
the Queen’s lines. On the 7th, our
artillery practised from the King’s
bastion, with red-hot shot, against the
Irishman’s brig, which was stranded
at the back of the Old mole. In the
first round, whilst one of the artillery-
men was putting in the shot, the fire
by some means immediately communi-
cated to the cartridge, and the unfor-
tunate man was blown from the em-
brasure in some hundred pieces: two
others were also slightly wounded with
the unexpected recoil of the carriage.
The practice after this accident was
discontinued. In the evening, a shell
fell into a quarter in town, and carried
away part of a chair, in which Ensign
M‘Kenzie, of the 73rd, was sitting: it
immediately burst in the room below,
and lifted him and the chair from the
floor, without farther injury.

The enemy’s inactivity in their ad-
vanced batteries: was sufficiently com-
pensated by their diligence and celerity
at Algeziras: six ships were now in
great forwardness, and on the 10th they
began upon another. Of this interval
of tranquillity, as we may call it
(though the enemy had not quite dis-
continued their fire), the governor took
advantage, and employed it with inde-
fatigable zeal in completing the works
of the garrison. New batteries bearing
on Waterport, which appeared to be his
grand objeet of defence, were opened
in the Moorish castle ; a caissoned bat-
tel;‘y was also erected at Upper Forbes’s,
and some alterations made in the lines;

movable palisades, with casks of earth,
sand, &ec. were distributed in various
parts along the line-wall, to be ready
in case a breach should be effected;
and the outworks at Landport under-
went some advantageous alterations.
Two or three men about this time
attempted to desert; but they were all
retaken.

On the 11th, between ten and eleven
o'clock, an unlucky shell from the
enemy fell through the splinter-proof,
at the door of the magazine on Prin-
cess Anne’s battery (Willis's), and
bursting, communicated to the powder,
which instantly blew up. The explo-
sion was so violent as to shake the
whole rock, and throw the materials
on both sides an almost incredible way
into the sea. Three merlons on the
west flank of the battery, with several
unfortunate men who had run behind
them for shelter, were forced down
from the level of the platforms into the
Prinee’s lines, which, with the Queen’s
below, were almost filled with rubbish.
Another magazine near it happily
escaped, though the door was thrown
open by the explosion. Our loss by
this dreadful accident was chiefly
among the workmen who were em-
p!oyeg on the flank of the battery:
1 drummer, and 13 rank and file, wére
killed ; 3 serjeants, 3 drummers, and
9 rank and file, wounded. Immedi-
ately after the report of the explosion,
and on the appearance of the large
column of smoke, the enemy gave a
loud huzza; their drums beat to arms
in the camp; and some persons aver
that their first line assembled, and were
actually on their march towards Fort
St. Philip, but afterwards returned, As
the engineers, after the accident, got
together the remains of the party, to
effectnally secure the magazine which
had so miraculously escaped, the enemy
continued the cannonade the remainder
of the day ; and, as if fate was resolved
at that particular time to sport with our
anxiety, in the course of this firing two
other shells fell upon the remaining
magazine, and one into the very splin-
ter-proof in front of the door. Happil
the latter did not go through ; for if it
had, this magazine might iave

I
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the fate of its neighbour, and the whole
of the batteries at Willis’s have pro-
bably been materially injured. Prin-
cess Anne’s battery, the flank of it ex-
cepted, was not considerably damaged ;
the caissoned merlons were much
shaken, and the battery filled with
rubbish. However, before night the
whole was cleared away, and several
rounds fired from that battery, as well
as from the other batteries, to con-
vince the enemy that the misfortune
was not of so much importance as they
srohabl imagined. Indeed, from so
readful an accident it was wonderful
that the injury was not of greater con-
uence.
e navy, on the 13th, under the
=direction of the engineers, began to
caisson the west face of the New mole
fort. About sunset, a soldier of the
58th regiment, who had lately joined
in the Vernon, deserted from Land-
port: at night a picket was ordered to
reinforce tl guard. The 14th, a
French frigate, with 18 or 19 polaeres,
&e. arrived in the bay. The same
afternoon, a xebeque, returning to Al-
ge?';as, from thiha ea.st,hsu)od in so close
to the ison, that she was lexed
by theg:rdr:ls;-winds, and rell:le;il:xed a
considerable time stationary. The gar-
rison fired upon her, and the gun-boats
were manned, and rowed out to attack
her; but two of the enemy’s boats,
coming to her assistance, towed her
head round; and soon after a breeze
carried her out of all danger. If our
boats had got out a little earlier, she
might have been roughly handled;
and some were sanguine enongh to
think she might have been taken.

As boats were constantly detached
by the navy at.nightfall, to row guard
at some distance from the garrison, and
give information of the approach of the
gun-boats, or any other vessels, curio-
sity often prompted them to approach
the enemy’s shore; and for some pre-
ceding nights they reported, that they
heard, at Algeziras, a noise like that of
men hard at work; whence we con-
‘cluded, their impatience to finish their
battering-ships made them embrace all
Wniﬁa, both by day and night.

16th, a new camp was observed

between the grand magazine and the

Orange-grove. The battalion which
ocenpied it were supposed to be disem-
barked from the small convoy which

arrived on the 14th. At night, a noise
of boats was distinctly heard from our

rames, at some distance in the bay;
it however ceased on a gun being fired
towards that quarter. This cirenm-
stance occasioned new signals to be
appointed for the prames. The 97th
regiment, on the 17th, for the first time,
gave a picket of 40 men. The follow-
ing day, Hardenberg’s regiment was
ordered, in case of an alarm, to aet
with the 58th at Europa, instead of
marching to town. In the afternoon,
a French convoy, of upwards of 60 sail,
under 3 frigates, anchored in the bay,
off the Guadaranque, from the east.
As most of the Sﬁpe had troops on
board, we concluded it was the French
reinforcement, of which we had re-
ceived previous information. It proved
to be a detachment from the French
army, which had succeeded in the eap-
ture of Minorca a short time before.
The following evening, several Spanish
and French general officers, with their
suites, visited the lines; where they
remained, excepting one general, who,
accompanied by an artillery-officer and
an engineer, came forward to the ad-
vanced works, and stood some time in
front of the St. Martin’s battery. At
this time a group of those who remained
in the lines were assembled on the
glacis: our artillery thought proper to
give them a shot, which the general in
the advanced works probably took as a
hint to retire; for he immediately pulled
off his hat, and returned into the bat-
tery. This circumstance served to con-
firm us in our conjectures that the rein-
forcement was French; and it was
computed to be about 5000 men. Soon
after the above fleet arrived, 5 gun-
boats approached very near the town,
apparently out of bravado, to demon-
strate to their new friends how con-
temptuously they considered us; but,
a few rounds taking effect, they retired
in great confusion, and most likely paid
dear for their arrogance. The 20th
and 21st, the French troops disem-
barked, and encamped to the east of
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the stone quarry, immediately under
the Queen of Spain’s Chair. e

As affairs were daily becoming more
interesting, the serjeants, and such
drummers of the garrison as were able,
were ordered, in case of alarm, to turn
out with firelocks and accoutrements ;
which were accordingly delivered to
the different regiments fvrom the d
store. The governor seemed deter-
mined to have no idle hauds in the
place at such a critical time. Musi-
cians, who before had been exempted
from duty, also returned to the use of
the firelock and shovel.

The morning of the 21st, two Ge-
noese, formerly inhabitants of the gar-
rison, who had been taken by the

enemy in a settee bound for Gibraltar,
made their escape in a boat from a
P-ison-ship at iras, They in-
ormed us that the grand attack was
fixed to be in September; but that all,
both sailors amlp soldiers, were much
averse to the enterprise. In the after-
noon, two general officers again visited
the lines; and we remarked their
rds did not relieve at their usual
E‘:er, but Brohably came down after
twilight. From the 19th to the 21st,
the enemy’s fire daily diminished ; and
on the 22nd, about five in the evening,
their batteries were totally silent. ' This
sudden cessation induced us to conclude
that the Duc de Crillon had assumed
the command of the combined army.

e e

12
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CHAPTER VIIL

Spaniards very active in completing their battering-ships—The nephew of the celebrated Cor-
sican general, Pascal Paoli, arrives at Gibraltar, and offers, with others of his countrymen,
to act as a volunteer during the siege—Enemy, after great preparations, commence the
additional works on the isthmus—Letters between the Due de Crillon and General Eliott
—Enemy's works are by accident set on fire, which induces the duke to protect them by a
temporary cannonade—The British seamen landed and formed into a marine brigade—
Active operations of the besiegers—Some of the battering-ships remove to the Orange-
grove, where the enemy begin to assemble their maritime force—Lieut. General Boyd re-
commends an immediate trial of hot shot, the success of which provokes the enemy to open
their new batteries before they are completed—The combined fleets of France and Spain
arrive in the bay of Gibraltar—The grand attack—The battering-ships destroyed, and the
enemy rescued from inevitable death by the gallantry of the marine brigade—Conduct of

the besiegers after their defeat, till their small craft disperse.

Tae court of Madrid, whose whole
attention seemed bent upon the reco-
very of Gibraltar, had hitherto found
all her attempts, whether by sea or
_land, totally meffectual, and the re-

disgrace which her arms had

y -Emﬁered could not fail to mortify her
- pride.

The eruel and wanton destrue-
tion of the town had tended to no other

urpose than to reflect dishonour on

er measures in the eye of Europe.
Pride and revenge, therefore, now
urged her to the utmost exertions of
her power and skill, so that no means
were neglected, no expense was spared,
to insure success. Her treasures were
lavishly expended ; the labour of the
nation was exhausted in the magni-
tude of the preparations; and her
whole naval and military foree now ap-
peared directed to the recovery of that
natural and ancient appendage of the
erown.

The Duc de Crillon, lately returned
from the conquest of Fort St. Philip,
who had formerly commanded at the
Spanish lines before Gibraltar, and
was perfectly acquainted with the situ-
ation of the garrison, was appointed to
conduct the military force to be em-
ployed in this arduous and interestin,
enterprise. With him were join
Monsicur d’Argon (a French engineer

of great repute) and Admiral Moreno.
The former had projected a plan, which
had met with the approbation of his
Most-Catholic Majesty, for attacking the
place with battering-ships, constructed
upon such principles t they were
equaaTng' considered as impregnable and
incombustible ; and, from the prodigious
powers of which, little else was ex-
pected than almost the annihilation of
the garrison : the latter had rendered
himself equally eminent with the gene-
ral in the preceding conquest of Mi-
norca. Under commanders of such
distingnished ability, aided by every
combination of force which human in-
vention could devise, we need not in
the least wonder at the flattering idea,
universally formed by the nation, of
the event.

General Eliott, on the opposite side,
unawed by the impending storm, pro-
vided for every circumstance which
might occur. Though surrounded on
every hand with enemies, and far dis-
tant from any hopes of relief and assist-
ance, yet he reposed such confidence in
the vigorous and united exertions of
the little army under his commard,
whom he had already found superior
to the greatest hardships, that he was
not apprehensive of trusting the event
to the decision of that fortune, which
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had been so often favourable to the in-
terests of the garrison.

The 24th of June, the garrison began
to practise parapet-firing, with ball, at
casks placed at different distances in
the bay. Two days following, the
enemy’s cannon were all under metal,
and their advanced sentries and guards
were reinforced. At Algeziras they
still continued to work on seven ships:
and in camp numerous parties were
employed in landing great quantities of
stores, and in ranging ordnance, &ec. in
their artillery park. Early on the
morning of the 27th, the captain of the
Queen’s lines guard challenged two
persons who had approached to Forbes’s
barrier; one of whom, finding they
were observed, cried out in French,
“Don’t fire!” after which, both in-
stantly ran away toward the lines. In
their retreat, one of them fell, and, his
cloak coming unfolded, our sentries
could distinguish that his uniform was
white; which circumstance, added to
that of their speaking French, induced
us to conclude they were officers of
that nation. A person of distinction,
supposed to be the Due de Crillon, on
the 30th, visited the lines and ad-
vanced works. Our artillery fired a
shot over him and his suite, to show
them that they were observed. At
night, a soldier of the 56th, attempting
to desert from the Signal-house guard,
was dashed to pieces in his descent.

The next day his body was exposed as |
a public spectacle, to intimidate others |

from provoking a similar fate.

In the beginning of July, the tenth
ship had been in hand two or three
days; and the enemy’s artificers were
at work on the tops of those which
were in the greatest forwardness,

placing strong timbers, in form of a |

dos d’ine, to serve as bomb-proofs.
At night they raised their parallel se-
veral fascines in height, and banked it
up in front with sand. Though the
enemy's batteries had continued silent
since the 22nd of June, the garrison

persevered in a brisk discharge, direct- |

ing their fire to all parts of the lines,
as well as the advanced works. The
evening of the 2nd, a party of the

enemy advanced to Bay-side barrier;

but several rounds of grape, which
were fired from Willis's, soon forced
them to retire. The succeeding evening
they again attempted to take post there,
and met with a similar reception. Our
navy, under the direction of an en-
gineer, about this time repaired the
boom of Waterport, and sank anchors
in the shallow water at the back of the
Old mole. The enemy, though we ex-
pected it, never molested them in this
duty: indeed they seemed too intent
upon their own operations to pay atten-
tion to any of ours.

The success attending our progress
in the gallery above Farringdon’s bat-
tery, produced the idea of making a
communication from the extremity of
the King’s to the Queen’s lines; and,
on the 6th, a party of miners began
this new subterranean passage. Early
the day following, a brig, coming in
from the west, was taken by a xebeque
and carried into Algeziras. If the
master of this vessel had acted pru-
dently, he might probably have escaped.
On his first appearance, he coasted
under French colours; but being -
abreast of the point, and observing a
felucea standing out to speak him, he
hoisted British, and fired a shot. This
circumstance spread the alarm: four
or five gun-hoats immediately rowed
out and opposed her passage till a xe-
beque came up and run her aboard.

The afternoon of* the 18th, an extra-
ordinary instance of gallantry and pre-
sence of mind oceurred at the labora-
tory adjoining the South bastion. An
artilleryman, named Hartley, was em-
ployed in the laboratory filling shells
| with careass composition, and driving
fuses into 5% and 6 inch shells. One
of them, by some unaccountable ac-
cident, took fire in the operation; and,
| although he was surrounded with un-
} fixed fuses, loaded shells, composition,
- &e., with the most astonishing coolness

he carried out the lighted sheéll, and
‘ threw it where it could do little or no
' harm, and two seconds had scarcely
ela({)sed before it exploded. If the shell
had burst in the laboratory it is almost
certain the whole would have been
blown up, when the loss in fixed ammu-
nition, fuses, &e., &c., would have been
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irreparable, exclusive of the damage
which the fortifications must have suf-
fered from the explosion, and the lives
that might have been lost. He was
handsomely rewarded by the governor.
The night of the 10th, a soldier of De
la Motte’s, who had been missing from
the 5th, was discovered by the quarter-

of that regiment stealing bread

m the men’s tents : he was instantly

ed, but could not be overtaken.

next day, however, he was found
concealed in a cave. Two others had
also been retaken within a few preced-
ing days. Such attention had becn
paid to scarping the back of the rock,
that it was little short of madness in
these wretches, at this period, to at-
tempt desertion.

Some experiments were made, in the
beginning of this month, with large
stones, cut to fit the calibre of a 13-
inch mortar, The stones had a small
hole drilled in the centre which being
filled with a sufficient quantity of pow-
der, they were fired with a short fuse,
to burst over the enemy’s works; and
the fragments were expected to do
some damage, as well as alarm their
workmen. It was an unusual mode of
annoyance, and for its novelty was used
for some time, but was soon laid aside.
The 11th, in the afternoon, four sailors,
under pretence of visiting some fishing-
pots, deserted to the enemy. Two of
them were concerned in the eonspiracy
to run away with the Speedwell entter,

-as mentioned, some months before.
The following evening, a serjeant of
the 72nd regiment, who had absented
himself several days from his corps,
and who, previous to his absence, had
left a letter signifying his intention to
desert, was retaken half-way down the
rock, between Charles the %’if’th's wall
and Mount Misery. He was so situ-
ated as to be unable to descend or
return, and was at length obliged to
ery for assistance; which being heard
by the guard at the former post, search
was made for the unhappy man, and
he was afterwards execumi

A deserter from the regiment of
Bechart came in on the 14th: he ae-
quainted us that the Duc de Crillon
had assumed the command of the siege,

and that General Don Alvarez had
quitted the camp; that the combined
army consisted of forty-five battalions of
infantry, ineluding eight French bat-
talions, two battalions of Spanish, and
four companies of French artillery,
beside cavalry ; but, owing to desertion,
their numbers were considerably dimi-
nished. The battering-ships, he said,
were to have on board l%rench artillery ;
and it was reported they would be
completed in about six weeks, the time
we had calculated ourselves from ob-
servations on their progress. About
this period additional forges for heat-
ing shots were established in different
parts of the garrison, with all the pro-
})er apparatus. The 15th, the enemy
aid a boom of spars from the breakers
north of the island at Algeziras towards
the northward : some fg:r days after-
wards it was considerably lengthened,
and the gun-boats were ranged in front
of it: a boom was also placed between
the island and the main land. We eon-
cluded these obstructions were intended
to defend their battering-ships from
any attempts we might make to destroy
them before they were completed. The
same day an embrasure was opened in
the face of the rock, communicating
with the gallery above Farringdon’s :
the mine was loaded with an unusual
quantity of powder, and the explosion
was so amazingly loud, that almost the
whole of the enemy’s camp turned out
at the report: but what must their sur-
prise have been when they observed
whence the smoke issued! The ori-
ginal intention of this opening was to
communicate air to the workmen, who
before were almost suffocated with the
smoke which remained after blowing the
different mines; but, on examining the
aperture more closely, an idea was con-
ceived of mounting a gun to bear on
all the enemy’s batteries, excepting
Fort Barbara: accordingly orders were
given to enlarge the inner part for the
recoil ; and, when finished, a twenty-
four-pounder was mounted.*

* This novel formation of a covered battery
was afterwards extended, and the work was
rosecuted with such success, that four, if not
ve guns were mounted in the gallery, before
the subsequent September; and in a little
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The 18th, a soldier of the 56th regi-
ment who had escaped from the quar-
ter-guard some days before, and who,
it is imagined, had endeavoured to
desert, surrendered himself voluntarily
to the main guard. One of the 58th,
and another of the 97th regiment, had
got off in the former part of the month:
the discouragement, however, which
had of late attended these deluded
‘wretches, we were in hopes, would now
deter others from attempting to aban-
don their colours at this eritical junc-
ture.

Qur artillery, as the firing was very
ineousiderable, were now chiefly en-
gaged in preparing shells and carcasses
to be useg against the enemy’s ships.
The engineers were also equally inde-
fatigable in their department. On the
part of the besiegers, multitudes of
mules were constantly employed in
different duties in their camp, and
large parties continued to land military
stores and powder at the Orange-grove.
The 25th, the St. Philip’s Castle and
Hector cutter arrived from the east-
ward, and communicated the agreeable
news of the entire defeat of the French
fleet in the West Indies by Admiral
Bir George Rodney, with the capture
of the Ville de Paris, and the French
admiral, the Comte de Grasse. In
consequence of this victory, a grand
salute was fired at noon ; and in the even-
ing a feu-de-joie, by the troops drawn
up from the Grand battery to the New
mole fort. Signor Leonetti, nephew to
Pascal Paoli, the celebrated Corsican
general, with two ‘officers, a chaplain,
and 68 volunteers, came as passengers
in these vessels to offer their services
to the governor. In the course of the
same day, our engineers began to fix a
chevaux-de-frise from the foot of Land-
port glacis, adjoining Waterport, to
the sloping palisades on the canseway,
and thence to be continued across the
Inundation to the advanced ecovered-
way, leading to Lower Forbes's bar-

rier. The enemy did not molest the
party on this duty; which to us ap-
peared very extraordinary.

A boat arrived on the 26th with two
packets from Faro, which mentioned
that the enemy’s preparations for the
attack wonld be complete by the mid-
dle of August, and that all the boats
along the coast in the vicinity of Cadiz
were already engaged to embark troops
for the expedition. A private letter by
this boat gave us some general informa-
tion of the immense preparations which
were making, and some idea of the
construction of the new-invented ves-
sels, which had ipspired the enemy
with such confidence of success. It re-
cited, “ That ten ships were to be for-
tified six or seven feet thick, on the
larboard side, with green timber bolted
with iron, ecork, junk, and raw hides;
which were to carry guns of heavy
metal, and be bomb-proof on the top,
with a descent for the shells to slide
off': that these vessels, which they sup-
posed wounld be impregnable, were to
be moored within half gun-shot of the
walls with iron chains ; and large boats
with mantlets were to lie off at some
distance, full of troops, to assist, and be
ready tp take advantage of occurrences :
that the mantlets of these boats were to
be formed with hinges to fall down, to
facilitate their landing : that they were
to have 40,000 men in camp, and the
principal attack was to be made by
sea, to be covered by a squadron of
men-of-war, with bomb-ketches, float-
ing batteries, gun and mortar boats, &e.:
and that the Comte d’ Artois, brother to
the King of France, with other great
personages, was to be present at the
attack.”

Toward the conclusion of the month,
our attention was enga for several
nights successivelti by a great noise on
the isthmus, like that of a large body
of men at work: a few light balls were
thrown in different parts to discover
whenece it proceeded ; but we could never
discern any men, except their patroles:

more than twelve months from the day the
engineers d, it was ad: d to the
projection of the rock, where the governor
purposed to make a battery ; which afterwards
was effected, and is now distinguished by the
name of 5t. George’s Hall.

it was therefore imagined these parties
were employed within the lines. The
29th, the wooden buildings in the navy
yard at the New mole were taken down
and removed to Rosia, where they
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weré afterwards re-estublished on an
enlarged plan. As the communications
along the line-wall, &e. to the north-
\vu\f were expected to be much ex-
posed to the enemy’s fire when the
ships were brought before the walls,
the engineers, about this time, began a
covered-way along the rampart, from
0 's bastion to the Grand parade,
and thence to be continued to South-
port: this was done by clearing away
the rubbish from the old houses imme-
diately under the works, and filling
others up, which also served as tra-
verses against the land batteries. An-
other covered-way was likewise made
to communicate from the Princess of
Wales’s lines with the South barracks.
The 31st, upward of 100 covered wag-
gons came to the, eneny’s lines from
the camp, supposed to be laden with
ammunition and stores for the batteries,

Appearances became daily more im-
portant in the month of August. The
enemy’s artificers were remarkably

~ diligent at Algeziras, and the cruisers

became more attentive to the blockade.
They were particularly suspicious of
every vessel that came in sight from
the west ; and the gun-boats were sta-
tioned out as night-cruisers; which
probably was the reason why we had
not been for some time visited by them.
In their camp every person seemed
employed ; ang their dépdts of fascines
and pickets were very considerable,
notwithstanding the quantities continu-
ally removed to the lines. Nor were
we less active in taking advantage of
this interval : large and lofty traverses
were raised along the line-wall ; new
communications were made at Willis's;
the flank of the Princess Anne’s batter

was rebuilty and heavy metal mouutec{
to bear over Waterport. The 4th, the
Corsican volunteers were formed into
an independent corps, under Signor
Leonetti, who was appointed captain-
commandant. The company consisted
of a captain and captain-lieutenant, first
and second lientenants, one adjutant, one
chaplain, four serjeants, four corporals,
two drummers, and sixty-eight privates.
They were armed with a firelock and
bayonet, each a horse-pistol slung on
the left side, and two cartridge-boxes.

The governor quartered them on Wind-
mill-hill, and committed that post to
their charge.

As the completing of the subter-
ranean communication from the angs
to the Queen’s lines appeared (from the
difficulty at that time attending the rein-
forcing of the latter, in case of un alarm)
to be an object of great importance, the
governor, on the 5th, ordered all the
miners in the different regiments into
the Kiuﬁ’s works, to prosecute it with
greater diligence, and assist in the gal-
lery above Farringdon’s, which now
extended 140 feet in the solid rock.
The same day the enemy removed the
old masts out of several of the batter-
ing-ships, substituting jury-masts in
their places. Three hulls now ap-
peared nearly finished. The evening
of the 6th, the governor thought pro-
per 1o detach a trusty serjeant, with
four men, from Landport, to a recess
in the rock under the Queen’s lines,
near Lower Forbes’s, with orders to
advance a sentry to the barrier, who
was to listen attentively to what was
transacting upon the neutral ground ;
but by no means to fire. except in his
own defence. This party was to with-
draw at the grey of the morning, that
they might not be observed by the
enemy.

The 7th came in a deserter who had
been formerly in our service at Mi-
norca. He swam from behind Fort
Barbara, and landed at the Devil’s
tower; near which place he met a
patrole of cavalry, but, throwing him-
self on the ground, was not observed.
He said the duke was resolved to fire,
the 25th instant; and, from the pro-
digious number of mortars mounted in
the lines, reports were industriously
propagated in the camp, that our ord-
nance would soon be silenced by their
superior fire, and the batteries beaten
to powder. He further acquainted us,
that there were 34,000 men in camp,
aud but little intercourse between the
Spaniards and their allies, who were
principglly new levies, and very little
disciplined ; concluding with a con-
firmation of the last intelligence, that
the soldiers in general so disrelished
the business, that many daily deserted
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with their arms into the country. We
continued to fire a few light balls at
night, for fear the enemy should make
any addition to their agvanced works,
which, from the immense quantity of
materials brought to the lines, we sus-
pected would be commenced very soon ;
and, as it was apprehended their ad-
vaneces would be made to the eastward,
the guns at Willis’s and the heights
bearing toward that quarter were
loaded with grape to be more effectual
in the execution, in case they were dis-
covered. On the 11th, the 72nd regi-
ment, which was quartered in the bas-
tions in town, independent of their
quota towards the other duties of the
garrison, voluntarily offered to assistin
making the new covered-way from the
Grand parade to Orange’s bastion ; and
100 of them were immediately employed.
The governor, however, as a compensa-
tion for their zeal, ordered them to be
paid as real-men (that is, to receive two
reals each per day; which is equal, at

ar, to about 9d. sterling) with the ad-

ition to each man of a pint of grog.

The enemy on the 13th got up the
masts and yards in several ships, and
bent the sails of two; but, from the
:{: rance of the whole, we did not

ink they could be finished by the
25th. Some few days before, they lined
the upper port-holes of the two-deckers
with tin, to proteet, as we imagined,
the cheeks of the ports from being
burnt by the coustant firing of the
cannon. In the evening, the 97th
regiment furnished, for-the first time, a
working party of 120 men, to remove
ship-timbers from the New mole to
Montague’s bastion, where the engineers
intended to erect a cavalier for two

ns.

About this time a species of influenza
made its appearance on board the fri-
gates in the Mole, and soon communi-
cated with the garrison. Its general
symptoms were _sudden pains, accom-
panied with a dizziness in the head;
though others were affected in a dif-
ferent manner. For several days near
100 men were daily taken to the hos-
pital ; but bleeding and a night’s rest
usnally remoyed it. It was attributed
at that time to the extraordinary heat

of the atmosphere, which was unusually
warm, owing to the extensive fires
made by the Spaniards on the neigh-
bouring hills, and the stagnant state of
the air; but we have since learned that
it was universal over Europe, and we
had reason, at that time, to think the
enemy were not less affected by it than
the garrison.

A general officer, supposed to be the
Due ge Crillon, but who, it was after-
wards learned, was the Comte d’ Artois,
visited, on the 15th, the advanced
works ; we soon had reason to believe
that his object was to reconnoitre the
ground, previous to entering upon the
succeeding additions which were made
to the parallel; for, the subsequent
morning at daybreak, to our great
astonishment, we discovered that they -
had raised, during the preceding night,
a very strong auﬁ lofty epaulment, in
extent about 500 yards, connecting the
parallel to the eastern breach, with a
communication, near 1300 yards long,
extending from the principal barrier of
the lines to the east end of the new
epanlment. Their works now em-
braced each shore of the isthmus, and
fully completed the first parallel. The
communication, or boyau (as it was
distinguished by our engineers), con-
sisted of casks filled with sand, which
was also thrown up in front, having
traverses at equal distances in the rear,
made of casks and fascines: but the
epaulment appeared to be raised en-
tirely with sand-hags, from ten to twelve
feet i;igh, with a thickness proportion-
able; and altogether was a most stu-
pendous work. Its purpose however
was not immediately pointed out. To
erect these new additions in so short a
time, we computed, at a moderate cal-
culation, must have employed 10,000
men, which was afterwards confirmed
to us by their officers; and that so
numerous a party should be at work
within 800 yards of the garrison, itself
on the alert, and not be discovered,
must appear, to a person not present,
almost incredible. We threw a few
light balls whilst they were at work,
one of which, we afterwards learned,
greatly alarmed them; but, findin
they were not discovered, they resum
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their occupation, and withdrew in the
morning unobserved. The Spanish
gazette described this parallel as of 230
toises* in length; and added, that one
meillion six hundred thousand sand-bags
were used in raising it. The commu-
nication it mentioned to have been in
length 630 toises, and formed of fascines

casks. The governor at night did
not order an increase of firing on the
new works: a few rounds were dis-
charged, with several carcasses and
light-balls; but the latter were almost
immediately extinguished.

The nig{lt of the 17th, the enemy
brought a great number of casks,
pickets, and fascines, to the rear of
the eastern communication, which was
raised to a little extent near the barrier,
They also erected three epaulments
with retiring flanks of san -bags, for
mortar batteries in the parallel. Two
were to the westward, and the third to
the eastward of the Mahon battery.

The morning of the 18th, we ob-
served one of the battering-ships at
anchor off Barcelo’s battery. About
noon, the men-of-war at Algeziras were
decorated with flags, as was customar
on the celebration of a festival ; and,
what did not escape our observation,
the English ensign was at the main-
top-gallant mast-head of the admiral's
ship, with the Spanish ensign flying
triumphantly over it. Soon after,
seven barges with crimson awnings
rowed from Algeziras to the Orange-
grove, where they received on board
some t personages, and returned to
Al;ezgrr:; escorted by 15 gun-boats,
which repeatedly fired salutes, as did
‘ the men-of-war: on their return
amo the shipping, the battering-
ships hoisted their ensigns, and salutes
were again fired by the men-of-war.
The barges then proceeded to the bat-
tering-ship which was anchored apart
from the rest, where they remained
some time; and, on the company’s
qluitung the ship, she fired a salute of
eight guns, and the boats went along-
side the admiral. About three, the
battering-ship got under way, and

* A toise is equal to our fathom, or six

sailed to the northward, past the fl
ship: she endeavoured to sail bae
but in vain; and was obliged to be
towed to her station by 10 gun-boats,
At six o'clock, three barges only re-
turned from the Spanish admiral to
the Orange-grove, and were saluted
and reconducted with the same cere-
mony as before. We now imagined
that the Comte d’Artois was arrived,
and these compliments were paid in
consequence of his dining with the
Spanish admiral. Our firing at night
was very brisk. The succeeding morn-
ing we perceived ‘that the enemy had
constructed nine traverses adjoining the
eastern part of the epaulment, and had
raised the boyau with fascines. The
epaulment for another mortar battery
was likewise erected in the parallel
opposite the Centre redoubt. At night
the enemy were heard hard at work:
our firing was consequently increased
by the addition of the lower batteries:
the enemy did not return a shot.

On the 19th, a small magazine blew
up in the enemy's camp, near Buena
V};sw., which set a hut on fire. About
noon, a flag of truce came from the
duke : the officer appeared to be a
person of rank, as the boat had a crim-
son awning, and the rowers were in
uniform. After passing and repassing
several times, our boat returned with a
present, from the duke to the governor,
of ice, fruit, vegetables, &c. The
officers informed us that the salutes
fired the preceding day were in com-

liment to the (,somte d’Artois, &c.

he following was handed ahout as a
genuine translation of the duke's letter
on this occasion; therefore, without
vouching for its authenticity, it is here
inserted to gratify the curiosity of the
reader.

“Camp, of Buena Vista,
Aug. 19, 1782."

“Sir,—His Royal Highness Comte
d’Artois, who has received permission
from the king his brother to assist at
the siege, as a volunteer in the combined
army, of which their Most Christian
and Catholic Majesties have honoured
me with the command, arrived in this
camp the 15th instant. This young
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prince has been pleased, in passing
through Madrid, to take charge of
some letters which had been sent to
that capital from this place, and which
are ressed to persons belonging to
your garrison: his Royal Highness has
desired that I would transmit them to
you, and that to this mark of his =
ness and attention I should add the
strongest expressions of esteem for your
person and character. I feel the great-
est pleasure in giving this mark of con-
descension in this angust prinee, as it
furnishes me with a pretext, which I
have been anxiously looking for these
two months that I have been in camp,
to assure you of the highest esteem I
have conceived for your Excellency, of
the sincerest desire I feel of deservin
f'ours. and of the pleasure to which 7
ook forward of becoming your friend,
after I shall have learned to render
myself worthy of the honour, by facing
you as an enemy. His Highness the
Duc de Bourbon, who arrived here
twenty-four hours after the Comte
d’Artois, desires also that I should
assure you of his particular esteem.

“ Permit me, Sir, to offer a few
trifles for your table, of which I am
sure you must stand in need, as I know
you live entirely upon vegetables: I
should be glad to know what kind youn
like best. I shall add a few head of
Enme for the gentlemen of your house-

old, and some ice, which I presume
will not be disagreeable in the exces-
sive heat of this climate at this season
of the year. I hope you will be
obliging enough to accept the small
portion which I send with this letter.
—1I have the honour to be, &e.

“B. B. Duc pe CrILLON.

“His Fxcellency
General Eliott, &c.”

The barge which brought the letter
and present ranged at a short distance
along the town, from off the Old mole
head to Staff, where she was
stopped by our flag; but being thought
rather too mear, as they might thence
make what observatious they chose on
our batteries, a shot was fi overhhel:
from the Repulse prame ; upon whic
she rowed further out in thgobay, and

waited at a considerable distance for
the return of our flag. The night of
the 19th, the enemy raised the semi-
circular parapet of the place d'armes
joining the east flank of the St. Carlos’s
battery, with sand-bags eight or nine
feet high, apparently for a battery :
they also made some considerable ad-
ditions to the eastern works. The day
following, a flag of truce went from
the garrison with an answer to the
duke’s polite letter of the precedin
day : the governor’s letter was repo;

to be to the following purpose :—

* Gibraltar, Ang. 20, 1782."

“S1r,— I find myself highly honoured
by your obliging letter OF yesterday, in
which your Excellency was so kind as
to inform me of the arrival in your
camp of his Royal Highness the Comte
d’Artois, and the Duc de Bourbon, to
serve as volunteers at the siege. These
princes have shown their judgment in
making choice of a master in the art of
war, whose abilities cannot fail to form
great warriors. 1am overpowered with
the condescension of his Royal Highness,
in suffering some letters for persons in
this town to be conveyed from Madrid
in his carriages. I flatter myself that
your Excelléney will give my most pro-
found respects to his Royal Highness,
and to the Due de Bourbon, E)r the
expressions of esteem with which they
have been pleased to honour so insig-
nificant a person as I am.

“] return a thousand thanks to your
Exeellency for your handsome present
of fruits, vegetables, and game. You
will excuse me, however, I trust, when
I assure you, that, in accepting your
present, I have broken through a reso-
lution to which I had faithfully adhered
since the beginning of the war; and
that was, never to receive or procure,
by any means whatever, any provisions
or other commodity for my own private
use : so that, without any preference,
everything is sold publicly here ; and
the private soldier, if he have money,
can become a purchaser as well as the
governor. I confess I make it a point
of honour to partake both of plenty and
searcity in common with the lowest of
my brave fellow-soldiers. This fur-
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nishes me with an excuse for the liberty
I now take, of entreating your Excel-
lency not to heap any more favours on
me of this kind, as in future I cannot
convert your presenfs to my own pri-
vate use. Indeed, to be plain with
your Excellency, though vegetables at
this season are scarce with us, every
man has got a quantity proportioned to
the labour which he has bestowed in
raising them. The English are na-
turally fond of gardening and culti-
vation ; and here we find our amuse-
ment in it, during the intervals of rest
from public duty. The promise which
the Duc de Crillon makes, of honour-
ing me in proper time and place with
his friendship, lays me under infinite
obligations. The interest of our sove-
reigns being once solidly settled, I
shall with eagerness embrace the first
opportunity to avail myself of so pre-
cilous a treasure.—I have the honour
to be, &c.
“G. A. EvrorT.

“ His Excellency
the Duc de Cridon, &e.”

Our artillery, on the night of the
20th, fired with great vivacity from
the upper and lower batteries, in all
directions; for the objects now were
s0 numerous and divided, the parallel
being upwards of half a mile in extent,
that we ¢ould not always be certain
where to find them employed. ‘In the
morning we observed they had raised
the boyau, and made some alterations
in the western works. The enemy’s
operations were not now carried on in
the same slow manner as formerly : the
duke seemed determined to act with vi-
gour, and astonish us by the rapidity
with which he raised his batteries. His
army was numerous, and his orders
(if we may credit report) with respeet
to means and materials unlimited,
Every exertion was therefore used to
complete them with expedition. Whilst
our opponents were o active, we were
not on our parts indolent, or inatten-
tive to the defence of the garrison.
The late additions of the enemy made
considerable alterations necessary in
the works at Willis’s, &e. Qur parties
were therefore augmented, and em-

loyed in strengthening the commu-
Eicatiom, repaingl:: the splinter-proofs,
and on other important duties of the
same nature. Green's lodge and the
Royal battery were ordered to be cais-
soned with ship-timber: the intrenched
covered-way from the Princess of
Wales’s lines was continued, and sloping
palisades placed under those parts of the
line-wall, from the eight-gun bastion
to the New mole, whicﬁn were not well
flanked from above, A boom of masts
was likewise laid from the former to
the head of the watering-tank, and
anchors sunk in the shallow water be-
tween that bastion and Ragged Staff.

The afternoon of the 21sta carcass
from Willis's set fire to some loose
fascines in the rear of the Eastern
boyaun, which soon communicated to
the work itself; and the line for a con-
siderable extent was involved in the
flames. On the appearance of the smoke _
our lower batteries immediately opened,
and a most animated cannonade was
directed from the garrison. A party
of the enemy endeavoured to extin-
guish the fire; but, finding their efforts
to stop its ]progresa in vain, they gal-
lantly pulled down the line on each
side to prevent the flames from spread-
ing; which they at length eflected,
but not without considerable loss from
our artillery. For some time we ima-
gined the enemy would remain sileat
spectators of the conflagration; but,
an officer arriving at the lines about
six o'clock, their batteries instantly
returned the fire, seconded soon after
by the new thirteen-gun battery near
the Tower; the latter, however, after
four or five discharges, was silenced
by the Old mole head howitzers. Our
fire was so brisk and so well served,
that it exceeded theirs by four to one.
About half-past seven the flames burnt
out; and our additional ordnance, as
well as the enemy’s batteries, ceased.
In this short firing they returned 743
shot and 38 shells; and we expended
in the 24 hours, inc]uding what were
discharged on this occasion, 90 bar-
rels of powder. We had three men
slightly wounded. In the prior part
of the day, 13 feluccas arrived in
bay from the east: some imagined they
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were intended for additional gun-boats ;
others, for debarking troops. The 22nd,
the enemy had repaired the damage

done by the fire the preceding day;
but in the afternoon another similar
accident had nearly happened: a car-
cass was thrown into the St. Martin’s
battery, and took effect; but the gnard
exerted themselves with such activity
and bravery, that it was soon extin-
guished, although our lower batteries
were again open to support it. The
enemy were on this day totally silent.
The succeeding night they dressed and
raised the mew communication, and
made some additions to the eastern part
of the parallel: they were also at
work in their new mortar batteries;
and great quantities of materials were
brought down to the lines, and into the
advanced works.

The 24th, the inhabitants in Hardy-
town began early to remove their bed-
ding, &c. towards Europa: they were
confident, from the information of the
last deserters, that the enemy would
again open their batteries the succeeding
day, being the anniversary of St. Louis;
and no persuasions could banish their
apprehensions. They were however
convinced, the following day, that the
duke was not prepared, whatever his
intentions might have been some weeks
before.

The enemy being heard at work, on
the night of the 24th, drew a warm
fire from our batteries. In the morn-
ing we found they had raised addi-
tional traverses to the sand-bag epaul-
ment, which now presented a formid-
able battery of sixty-four embrasures,
divided into four batteries of fourteen
embrasures each, and one of eight;
leaving a space at the eastern extre-
mity, as we concluded, for mortars.
The original epaulment remained en-
tire, the additional merlons joining at
proper intervals the front work, which
served to mask the embrasures till the
batteries were finished. Several embra-
sures of the 8-gun battery they had
already lined with fascines. Some ad-
ditions were also made to the St. Car-
los’s battery, the parapet of which was
1! ened toward the west. The fol-
lowing night the enemy, notwithstand-

ing a warm fire from the garrison -
erected three large magazines, and,
began a fourth in the rear of the 64-
gun battery: they likewise lined many
of the embrasures with fascines, and
raised a sand-bag traverse to cover the
communication from the west flank
;)fl the 64-gun battery to the paral-
el.

The 26th, the Queen Charlotte, Le-
onora, and Charles, ordnance-ships,
with the St. Philip’s Castle, were or-
dered into the Mole to be run ashore
till the expected attack was decided.
The seamen belonging to the frigates
were employed also about this time in
carrying sails and yards to erect tents
for a camp at Europa, where they were
to be stationed when the governor
should think proper to order them on
shore. In the evening, about ten o’clock,
came in a deserter, an Irishman, who
formerly had been in our service: he
swam from the beach beyond Fort St.
Philip, and attempted to land at Bay-
side, but was fired upon by their ad-
vanced sentries. He informed us it
was reported that the duke had intended
firing on the 25th, but was prevented
from finishing his batteries so soon as
he expected by the heavy fire from
the garrison : t, in their endeavours
to extinguish the flames on the pre-
ceding 21st, the party had sustained
very considerable loss: a colonel and
17 men of the regiment to which he
belonged - were killed. He corrobo-
rated the intelligence, by the last de-
serter, concerning the number of men
in camp, and respecting the preva-
lence of desertion.

We did not discover any material
additions the morning of the 27th: a
fifth magazine was ereeted ; also seve-
ral traverses in the rear of the parallel.
Another of the battering-ships an-
chored the same day off Barcelo’s bat-
tery, apart from the rest: as she swang
round with the tide, we had an oppor-
tunity of viewing with glasses the star-
board-side, which we perceived was
not closed in and finished like the oppo-
site side ; the bomb-proof only extend-
ing about three parts over, leaving con-
siderable openings between the strong
uprights which supported it from the
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deck, for the convenient reception
of men, provisions, ‘and ammunition.
We observed, the same day, a fﬂ&
number of boats ranged along the shore
at Algeziras. In the afternoon, the
ulse prame came into the New
mole; and the suceeeding moruing the
Fortune and Vanguard were likewise
withdrawn from the bay. At night
the enemy erected a number of tra-
verses in rear of their parallel and bat-
tery, and finished some interior work,
as they had done the preceding night,
ﬂlougl{ we kept up our usual fire,

The enemy’s squadron was rein-
forced on the 28th with six Spanish
line-of-battle ships and a xebeque,
under a commodore, from the west.
In the course of the day, two 24-pound-
ers were taken up the hill to the gal-
lery above Farringdon’s, for the em-
brasures already opened ; and 400 ad-
ditional workmen were ordered into the
works. Upwards of 600 men were at
this time daily employed at Williss,
covering and strengthening the flanks;
likewise in forming new communica-
tions, with splinter-proofs, traverses,
&e., as the new battery enfiladed most
of the old covered-ways, and rendered
a thorough change necessary in those
works, before the artillery could be
properly covered. The communica-
tions in town and at the south were
therefore discontinued, till the above
were put in the best state of defence and
security. At dusk, three serjeants were

ted upon the North, King’s, and

uth bastions, to observe and report
the enemy’s signals in camp, and along
the coast. At night, a deserter from
the Walons came over in the same
manner as the last. He reported, that
a very strong party was ordered for
work that evening ; which induced the
ﬁvernor to increase the firing from

illis’s, the lines, and lower batteries.
He further acquainted us, that we
killed numbers of their workmen ; and
that the 15th of next month was fixed
for opening upon the garrison: but
that all, even the volunteers, were dis-
heartened at the very thoughts of the
attack. Ninety pieces of cannon, he
likewise said, were brought into the
64-gun battery; which number was to

be increased, to supply the place of
those which might be or
over-heated. The night of the 28th,
the enemy raised more traverses, and
began communications to their maga-
zines: 153 of the former were erected
behind the long boyau. They also
worked upon the mortar batteries.

It was about this period that the
Spanish 26-pounders, with other guns
of the same heavy nature, were dis-
tributed on the sea-line in room of ord-
nance of smaller calibre, which were
mounted in their places inst the
enemy’s batteries. By this disposition
the duke would not have it in his
power to return any of the shot we
fired, as his cannon, were all 26-pound-
ers; and the governor was enabled to
retaliate on their shipping, those shot
which he had received from the land;
annoying them by this means with
their own weapons. Toward the con-
clusion of the month, the influenza had
almost disappeared : the working par-
ties were therefore reinforced, ough
the heavy duty of the guards would
with di%vﬁyculty permit it: on the 29th,
the engineers paraded upwards of
1700 workmen, including non-com-
missioned officers. The enemy, on
the night of the 29th, raised merlons
for four embrasures, joining the semi-
circular sand-| epaulment, east of
St. Carlos’s battery. Six battering-
ships were at anchor off Barcelo’s bat-
tery on the 30th. The same day our
seamen were ordered on shore, to en-
camp at Euro At night, the artil-
lery, in addition to their former fire,
opened the Grand battery : it did not
however prevent the enemy lir;m plat-
forming the 64-gun battery, and making
furthergndd.itions to then::?rm batteries.
They also lined with fascines the embra-
sures of the semicircular 4 bat-
tery. Many hundred mules were still
employed in bringing clay and fascines
to the parallel. Our fire was very de-
structive amongst these animals, as well
as their workmen; two, three, and
sometimes more of the former being
frequently seen dead on the sands at
daybreak.

Our engineers, by the close of the
month, had extended Landport che-
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vaux-de-frise to the causeway, and
begun' the other across the Inundation.
Carpenters were also engaged in caisson-
ing the Royal and Green’s lodge batte-
ries, and raising new traverses at those
posts. The enemy’s squadron in the bay
at this period was as follows : four line-
of-battle ships, and one of 50 guns (on
board of which was the flag), two fri-
gates, three cutters, four bomb-ketches,
and smaller armed vessels, were at

iras: two ships of the line were
at anchor off the Orange-grove ; and a
frigate, with an armed brig, was at Ca-
brita. To these we may add the bat-
tering-ships and gun-boats. Since two
of the men-of-war had removed nearer
the enemy’s camp, boats full of soldiers
were frequently observed going on
board them ; and as the guns were seen
to be drawn back from the ports, and
suddenly run out again, whilst the
troops were on board, we suspected
that they were practising to work the
guns, previous to their embarking on
board the battering-ships.

Affairs seemed now drawing to a
crisis: and, as every appearance indi-
cated that the attack would not long
be deferred, the inhabitants, apprehen-
sive of the consequences, were wonder-
fully active in securing places of re-
treat for themselves and their property.
The besiegers wrought hard the night
of the 31st: two cross-communications
lined with fascines were thrown up
from the long boyau, leading to the
parallel ; one to the western flank of the
64-gun battery, the other.to the west-
ward of the Mahon battery. Five tra-
verses were also erected within each of
the new mortar batteries, and magazines
for ammunition were begun near them,
joining the parallel. We imagined
they were likewise employed in bring-
ing down ordnance to the advanced
works. Our artillery amused them
with a brisk fire; but the governor
rather objected to such a quantitg of

wder being at this time expended, as

e was of opinion they were now too
well covered in their batteries to be
much annoyed; and we might after-
wards have more occasion for the am-
munition.

The evening of the 1st of September,

a small boat manned with English
sailors sailed for Portugal. Lieut.
Campbell, of the navy, sailed in her
with dispatches from the governor for
England. At night, the enemy erected
an epaulment of sand-bags, apparently
for two guns, adjoining the west flank
of the Mahon battery; and raised
the new communications several fas-
cines in height. Some additions were
likewise made to the magazines. Long
strings of mules still continued bring-
ing down fasciues and other materials,
which were deposited in different parts
of their works. We imagined these
animals also brought down shot and
shells, as their piles in the artillery
park were considerably diminished. In
the garrison, our engineers were inde-
fatigable in raising defences against
the enemy’s formidable new batteries ;
and coals were distributed to the grates
and furnaces for heating shot.

We perceived very little alteration
in the operations of our opponents on
the 3rd: they lined the embrasures of
the new 2-gun battery, and added to
the ecross-communications. In the
course of the day, their squadron was
reinforced with two French men-of-
war from the eastward, which were
conducted into the bay by a Spanish
frigate. The 4th, the enemy removed
the guns from the two 14-gun batteries
in the lines, and dismounted most of
the ordnan¢e in the mortar batteries,
probably to repair the beds and plat-
forms. The removing of the cannon
from the former gave us no small plea-
sure, as we had experienced more fatal
effects, during their late wanton bom-
bardment and cannonade, from those
batteries, than from any other in their
lines. The guns, we supposed, were
brought forward to the parallel, for we
observed 10 in the eastern extremity of
the 64-gun battery. In the forenoon,
16 boats, with mantlets or barricades
in the bow, came from the river Pal-
mones, and anchored off the landing-
place beyond Point Mala: these, we
concluded, were for the sea-attack.
About sunset, those battering-ships
which were finished, removed from
Algeziras to the Orange-grove: they
appeared to sail rather heavily, and
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used sweeps, notwithstanding the
breeze. About the same time, two
grand salutes were fired by the French
men-of-war.

During the night of the 4th, the
enemy’s parties masked the six west-
ern embrasures of the St. Martin’s
battery, and raised the parapet with
faseines, intending, as we imagined, to
convert it into a mortar battery, as six
mortars were seen, the precegng day,
lying in the rear. The howitzers were
also removed from the Centre redoubt,
and some additions made to the epaul-
ment, in front of the St. Paschal’s bat-

, which was now completed for
eight mortars. They likewise sunk
four deep excavations behind the east-
ern boyau, as reservoirs for water, in
ease of fire. At night, another batter-
ing-ship joined the others at the
Orange-grove : soon afterwards, the
enemy shipped powder on board them
from the pier. Early on the 5th, a
large body of men marched in a very
irregular manner from Algeziras to. the
camp. We imagined they were the
artificers who had been employed upon
the ships, and were encamped south of
the tower, half of which camp was
now struck. During the day, 29
square-sailed boats arrived, under con-
voy of an armed brig, from the west,
and, with upwards of 120 from Al-
ﬁeziras. assembled in a line off Roca-
illo Point, at the mouth of the Gua-
daranque. A large floating battery
was also towed out and anchored at
the entrance of the Palmones. Toward
evening, about 500 men, escorted by a
body of cavalry, embarked from the
pier on board the battering-ships: the
singular mode of conducting them to
the beach could not fail to attract our
notice, and to cause in us some degree
of surprise. About eight in the even-
ing, a deserter came in from the regi-
ment of Naples: he reported that the
8th was named for the grand attack,
and that all hands were actively em-
ployed in completing everything in the
several departments,

Few additions were perceived on the
6th: some sand-bags were placed on
the mortar battery of the St. Martin’s.
In the forenoon, more boats joined the

others at Rocadillo, from the west; the
floating battery was likewise towed to
the pier near Point Mala. The go-
vernor, the same day, made some new
arrangements in the garrison detail.
An mﬁitioual field-officer was ordered
to mount in the lines, to be independent -
of the field-officer in town; and the
field-officers of the day, in future, were
directed to make such disposition of
the guards, pickets, and ordnance in
their several districts, on every occa-
sion, as appeared to be most for the
benefit of the service. A subaltern
was added to the New mole guard, who
was at night to be detached with 20
men to the Mole head ; and the pickefs
in future were ordered to mount fully
accoutred, with ammunition complete.
The 39th regiment was also ordered to .
town, the battalion companies to en-
camp in Southport ditch, and the gre-
nadiers and light infantry to .be quar-
tered in the picket-yard bomb-proofs,
before occupied by part of the 72nd
regiment,who, on this disposition, joined
the rest of their regiment in Montague’s
and King’s bastious.

The enemy’s works on the land side
were now every hour advancing to
perfection ; but the duke’s attention to-
ward completing them seemed so en-
tirely to engage him, as, in a great
measure, to prevent his taking the pru-
dent precautions necessary for their
defence. The advanced batteries in
the parallel were either unfinished
(though nearly completed) or under-
going such alterations, that the mate-
rials in their vicinity greatly obstructed
the use of the ordnance which were
mounted; and their batteries in the
lines (except the forts) were in a simi-
lar situation, the cannon, to permit the
necessary repairs, being totally re-
moved from some, and the mortars
drawn back or dismounted in others.
The forts and some few mortar bat-
teries were therefore the only defences
left to protect these immense works
from insult and attack. This state of
their works presented an opportunii
in some respects not unlike that whie!
General Eliott had embraced in the
preceding year, when, by an unex-
pected sally, he gloriously destroyed
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the labours of so many months. The
- honour, however, of eausinE a second
disgrace was reserved for Lientenant-
General Boyd, the lieutenan ernor,
who, in the forenoon of the 6th, recom-
mended, by letter to the governor, the
immediate use of red-hot shot against
the -land-batteries of the besiegers.
General Eliott acquiesced in the pro-
, and immediately ordered Major
wis, the commandant of the artil-
lery, to wait on Lieutenant-General
Boyd for his instructions and com-
mands, submitting entirely to him the
execution of the attack which he had
projected. In consequence of the
vernor’s assent, preparations were in-
stantly made; and, in a short time,
everything was properly arranged for
the service. In thg interval we must
not, however, omit to take notiee of the
enemy’s operations.

Early in the morning of the 7th, se-
veral gun-boats were discovered off the
Old mole head retiring from the gar-
rison, which we imagined had been
sounding under covér of the night.
The garrison orders of this day con-
taineqfa the following arrangements:—
“The marine brigade (which composed
a corps of about 900 men) to take rank
on shore according to the king’s regu-
lations; Captain Curtis, as colonel,
with the rank of brigadier; Captain
Gibson, as lieutenant-colonel ; Captain
Bradshaw, as major ; eight lieutenants,
as captains; eighteen midshipmen, as
ensigns; and the biigade to mount
Europa Advance and Little Bay guards.
A picket of the line to be detached
every evening to the Prince’s lines, and
an additional subaltérn at the same
time to Landport. One ecaptain and
eight privates to be added to Water-
port guard, whence a detachment of a
subaltern and thirty men was to be sent,
at sunset, to the Old mole head, which,
at second gun-fire, was to be joined by
one of the captains. Twelve privates
to the main guard. One serjeant, nine
privates, and a gunner, to Ragged Staff;
detaching a serjeant and six men, with
the gunner, at retreat-beating, to the
Wharf head.” The alarm-posts were

also fixed as follows =—* The 39th flank
companies to take post on the North
bastion town; three battalion compa-
nies of the same regiment, the South
bastion; the remaining five at Ragged
Staff, extending toward the eight-gun
bastion. The 72nd regiment—right,
the North bastion town ; left, Orange’s
bastion, extending as far further from
the King’s bastion as possible. The
73rd regiment (which was quartered
at the southward) to take post on the
left of the 72nd, toward the South bas-
tion. Captain Martin’s com'ra.ny of
artillery, the Grand battery and Water-
grt. Captain Lloyd’s company, the
ing’s and South bastions. Brigadier-
General Picton to command the cof
in town. The Hanoverian bri
from the eight-gun bastion south to
Prince Edward’s battery inclusive, un-
der the command of Lieutenant-Colonel
Dachenhaunsen. The 56th regiment,
South parade. The 12th regiment,
New mole parade. The 97th regi-
mept, Rosia parade. The 58th regi-
ment, in front of their encampment,
detaching a flank company through the
hole in the wall upon Windmill-hill,
to reinforce Europa Advince gunard.”
This regiment was to receive orders

m Brigadier Curtis.) “The engi-
neers and artificers in two divisions, one
to assemble at the Esplanade town, the
other at the Esplanade south.” It was
recommended at the same time to the
commanding officers to have a suffi-
cient reserve in case of deficiencies,
and to pay particular attention to the
flanks am:{ redans which commanded
the front of the line-wall.

As the above exhibits the governor’s
disposition of the troops, it will not be
improper to insert in this place a de-
tail of the guards which mounted in
the garrison at this period, with the '
strength of the garrison, and men dail
on duty. The strength of the garri-
son, with the marine brigade (includ-
ing the officers), in September, was
about 7500 men; upwards of 400 of
whom were in the hospital. The num-
ber daily upon duty is shown in the fol-
lowing abstract.

E
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In the evening of the 7th, a little
before midnight, two large lights ap-
peared on the shore west of the Orange-
gove., forming a right line with our

rand battery; and at the same time,
two similar fires were seen behind Fort
St. Philip; whence, if a line was pro-
duced, it would to appearance have
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intersected the former, about 800 or
900 yards to the north-west of the Old
mole head. These unusual signals
made many conjecture that the enem
were sounding in that quarter.
few rounds were accordingly fired at
intervals in that direction from the
North bastion.
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By the morning of the 8th, the pre-
parations, in the department of the
artillery, under General Boyd’s direc-
tions, were completed ; and, the success
of the attack in a great measure de-
pending upon embracing the favour-
able moment, it was no longer de-
ferred. b;:t seven g;:’loﬁk,ﬁthe town-
guards being relieved, the firing com-
menced frouf all the northern bgtteries
which bore upon the western part of
the parallel, and was supported throngh
the day with admirable precision and
vivacity. The effect of the red-hot
shot and carcasses exceeded our most

sanﬁina expectations. In a few hours,
the Mahon battery of 6 guns, with the
battery of 2 guns on its flank, and

t part of the adjoining parallel,
m ogaﬁre; and theJﬂames, notwith-
standing the enemy’s exertions to ex-
tingnish them, burnt so rapidly, that
the whole of those works before night
were consumed. The St. Carlos’s and
St. Martin’s batteries however on this
occasion escaped the fate which they
had formerly experienced. They were
nevertheless so much deranged by the
breaches made to obstruct the effects
of the carcasses, &c. that the enemy
were under the necessity of taking
down the greater part.

The enemy, for near an hour, con-
tinued silent spectators of our can-
nonade. About eight, they fired a few
guns from the St. Martin’s battery ;
and between nine and ten, returned
our fire from Forts St. Philip and Bar-
bara, with the 7-gun battery in the
lines, and soon after from 8 new mortar
batteries in the parallel. This tardi-
ness in returning our fire, in some
degree we attributed to the works being
confused with materials, and some of
the batteries being deficient in ammu-
nition. It might however be owing to
want of discretionary orders, as an
officer of rank was observed to enter
the lines about the time when their
cannonade became general: a rein-
forcement also marched down from the

camp.

T%é astonishing bravery displayed
by the enemy in their repeated at-
tempts to ish the flames, could
not fail to attract our particular notice

and admiration. Urged on most pro-
bably by emulation, they performed
prodigies of valour; so that their loss,
under so well directed a fire, must have
been very considerable. The French
brigade, we afterwards understood, had
140 killed and wounded. “If the Spa-
nish ecasualties bore an equal propor-
tion, their united loss must have greatly
exceeded our calculation.

About four o’clock in the afternoon
the cannonade abated on both sides,
and the enemy soon after were totally
silent, though we continued our usual
fire, The garrison had two or three
killed, and several wounded. Lieut.
Boag, of the artillery, and Ensign Gor-
don, of the 58th regiment, were of the
latter number. The former officer had
been wounded before: on this occasion
he was pointing a gun from Hanover
battery in the lines, when a shell fell
in the battery. He had scarcely time
to throw himself down in an embrasure,
when the shell burst, and fired the

under the muzzle of which he lay.
%?lﬂa report immediately deprived him
of hearing, and it was some time be-
fore he recovered a tolerable use of
that faculty. Major Martin, of the
same corps, had likewise a very for-
tunate escape from a 26-pounder, which
shot away the cock of his hat close to
the crown. I insert this anecdote,
because it is commonly believed, that
if a cannon-ball of large diameter
passes so near the head of a person, the
wind of it is genemlly fatal. The
major was considerably stunned by the
passage: of the shot, but experienced
little further injury. In the forenoon
of the 8th, two more ships of the line
removed to the Orange-grove, followed
some time afterwards by 22 gun and
mortar boats; and in the evening, one
of the French men-of-war joined them
from Algeziras. In the course of the
day, a number of troops were em-
barked on board such of the battering-
ships as were finished; and at night,
our artillery replaced the ammunition
in the expense magazines, which had
been used to such good purpose in the
morning.

This unexpected insult undoubtedly
precipitated the duke’s mea;ures; and

K2 -
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by provoking him to the attack, before
the preparations in the other depart-
ments werr:] ruddy to combine with him
in a general and powerful effort against
the garrison, served greatly to frus-
trate the enwrm. Apprehensive,
probably, that, e by our good for-
tune, we might renew our attempts
finally to destroy the land works which
had escaped, the duke determined to
avoid the blow (which also might be
in other respects fatal in its conse-
quences) by opening his batteries, even
in their unfinished state. Actuated,
most probably, by these motives, the
embrasures of the new batteries were
unmasked during the night of the 8th;
and the su ing morning, at day-
break, we were surprised to find every
appearance in their works for firing
upon the garrison. Two rockets from
the forts in the lines were the signals
to begin; and the cannonade com-
menced at half-past five o’clock, with a
volley of about 60 shells from all their
mortar batteries in the parallel, sue-
ceeded by a general discharge of their
cannon, amounting, in the whole, to
about 170 pieces of ordnance, all of
large calibre:—a discharge, I believe,
not to be paralleled!* Their firin
was powerful, and entirely direc
against our works; but was not, after
the first round, altogether so tremen-
dous and destructive as we had reason
to expect from such a train of artillery.
At intervals, from 10 to 20 shells were
in the air at the same moment; but
their effects were not equal to the num-
bers expended. The town, southward
of the King’s bastion, was little af-
fectzd ; but the northern front, and
line-wall leading from the Grand pa-
rade to the North bastion, were exceed-
ingly warm; and the lines and Land-
port were greatly annoyed by the
shells from the howitzers, which were
distributed in wvarious parts of their
parallel. Montague’s and Orange’s
bastions seemed to be the centre of the
enemy’s cross-fire; whilst the line-
wall in their vicinity and to the south-
ward was taken & revers by the shot

* A French account of the siege gives 186
as the number of the enemy’s ordnance on
the land side at this time.

[cmaP. vIr.
which

Ened over the lines from the

64- ttery. o .
ot i ining, the rough a;

pearance :g the enemy’s works, lhg;
they could possibly retaliate so soon,
the guards and pickets at the north end
of the garrison were for some time ex-
posed, and some casualties occurred:
but we soon discovered whence we
were chiefly annoyed, and uently
became more cautious. Lieut. Whar-
ton,oil’the T?ixglm' ent, was dan-

rously wounded at d
geWhi]th the land bstteriego;‘ere thus
pouring forth their ven ce upon
the northern front, nine Bl‘:;:ne-of-baule
ships, including those under the French
flag, got under way from the Orange-
m and pmt:ag! along the sea-line,

ischarged several broadsides at the
garrison, and particularly at a settee
which had just arrived under our gmm
from Algiers. When this squadron
had got round Europa Point, they sud-
denly wore, and returning along the
Europa, Rosia, and New mole batte-
ries, commenced a regular and heavy
fire u the garrison. The marine
brignc&m and artillery returned the
salute till they when the men-
of-war wore and returned to the east-
ward. About the same time that the
enemy were thus amusing us at the
southward, 15 gun and mortar boats
approached the town, and continued
their fire for some time ; but, the artil-
lery giving them a warm reception
from the. inng's bastion, two of them
were towed off with precipitation, and
the rest retired in great disorder. One
was thought to be very considerably da~
maged; and some imagined that her
gun was thrown overboard to save her
from sinking.

This mode of annoying us on all
sides exactly corresponded with the ac-
counts which we had*received of the
plan of attack su by Monsieur
d’Argon, the French engineer, who su-
perintended the enemy’s preparations.
They hoped probably to confound and
overwhelm us, by presenting to us de-
struction under sucg various forms, and
by the enormous quantity of fire which
they poured in upon the garrison. The
governor however did not approve of
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his troops being thus subjected to be
harassed at their pleasure, and resolved

therefore, if possible, to put a stop
to their sea-attacks. For this purpose
the furnaces and grates for heating

shot, at the New mole, were ordered to
be lighted: and some new arrange-
ments took place in the ordnance upon
Windmill-hill, Toward dusk the ene-
my abated in the fire from their can-
non ; increasing however in the expen-
diture of shells, which, being generally
fired with short fuses, broke in the air.
This practice seemed well calculated
for the purposes in view. In the day,
they could observe with greater cer-
tainty the effect of their shot, and alter
as circumstances directed : the firing at
night must unavoidably be less de-
gemled upon: shells were therefore
urst over the heads of our workmen,
to prevent them, if ible, from re-
pairing at night the damage received in
the day. It did not nevertheless ob-
struet the duties in the department of
the engineers; and the artillery were
not hindered from further completing
the exl;ense magazines with ammuni-
tion. The 97th regiment was now so
far recovered, as for some time to assist
in the fatigue duties of the garrison:
and this day the officers, with 100 men,
were added to the general roster. The
town guards were also ordered to as-
semble in Southport ditch.
- The enemy’s men-of-war (as we ex-
pected) repeated their attack very early
on the morning of the 10th. Each ship
carried a light at her mizen-peak ; but
they did not approach near enough to
produce much effect. We received
them with a well-supported fire; and
the next morning observed one of them
atanchor, with her bowsprit unshipped,
at Algeziras. The remaining 8 re-
newed their cannonade about 9 in the
forenoon, and killed 2 of the marine
brigade, and wounded a serjeant of ar-
i and 2 others. After they had
passed as before, they wore ship, appa-
rently with an intention of continuing
their visits, but suddenly put about,
hauled their wind, and anchored off the
Orange-grove. We were afterwards
informed, that the discovery of- a red-
hot shot on board one of the ships was

the immediate cause of this hasty man-
@uvre,

The enemy continued their firing
from the isimus, recommencing at
morning gun-fire on the 10th m
their gun batteries. At 7 o’clock, includ=
ing the expenditure on the 8th, they had
discharged 5527 shot and 2302 shells,
exclusive of the number fired by the
men-of-war and mortar boats. The

rrison, on the contrary, took no fur-

er notice of them, than to return a
few rounds from the terrace batteries
at their working parties, who were re-
pairing the damage done on the 8th,
and completing the rest of their works.
In the course of the day, the Brilliant
and Porcupine frigates were scuttled by
the navy in the New mole; and at
night the engineers, with a worki
party, cleared the lines of rubbish, an
restored those traverses which had
been demolished. At night, the éne-
my’s fire was under the same regula-
tion as the preceding evening.

The next morning, when our guards
were relieving, a signal was made at
the tower, near the quarry, under the
Queen of Spain’s Chair; and the ene-
my’s cannonade became excessively
brisk: fortunately few casualties oc-
curred. Their firing, when this object
ceased to engage them, seemed to be
prineipally directed against the obstrue-
tions at Landport, and in that part of
the garrison. Many of the palisades in
the covered way were destroyed, and
the chevaux-de-frise considerably in-
jured: artificers were however con-
stantly detached to repair those breaches,
so that the whole were kept in a better
state than might be expected. In the
afternoon, we began to conclude, that
the attack with the battering-ships was
no longer to be deferred. Several de-
tachments of soldiers embarked from
the camp, and others were standing on
the neighbouring eminences; which,
with the appearance in the evening of
signals like those which had been ob-
served on the night of the 7th, led us
to imagine that eve aration was.,
oompll)g:l; and the gin}gegt that* timel.
blowing gently in the bay, from \& 2,
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immediately reinforced, the furnaces When t.herwfun-boaa retired, nothing
and grates for heating shot were lighted, | new occu till the morning of the

and the artillery ordered to man the
batteries.

Thus p we waited their
pearance; for it seemed to be the
neral opinion, that the battering-ships
would advance, and be moored in the
night, that they might be less exposed
to annoyance in this dug. and open
with greater efféct together at day-
break. Our attention was* however
called off from the bay to the land-side,
where the enemy had set fire to the
barriers of Bay-side and Forbes's; and
the whole of those palisades, to the
water’s edge, were instantly involved in
flames, %‘he northern guards and
pickets were immediately under arms,
and a smart discharge of musketry was
directed upon several parties, which,
by the light of the fire, were discovered
in the meadows. The enemy increas-
ing their bombardment, and nothing
new happening in consequence of the
conflagration, the pickets and guards
were remanded under cover; but the
artillery continued upon the batteries.
We had scarcely recovered from this
alarm, before the gun and mortar boats,
with the bomb-ketches, began to bom-
bard the northern front, taking their
stations off the Kin%s bastion, extending
towards Fort St. Philip. They com-
menced about an hour after midnight;
and their fire, added to that of the land
batteries, exceedingly annoyed Water-
port and its vicinity. “The out-pickets
were again under arms, but providen-
tially our loss was trifling. We re-
turned a few rounds from the sea-line,
but still disregarded the batteries on
the isthmus; excepting when their
workmen agpeanzd, or were thought to
be employed. Major Lewis, comman-
dant of the artillery, was unfortunately
amongst the wounded. The confine-
ment of this active officer at this eri-
tical glnncture might have been highly
prejudicial to the service, had not his
seconds been of confirmed ability and
experience : owing to their united ex-
emonts.d lhedseve duties in that com-
plicated and important department con-
tinued to be conducted with efficiency
and success.

12th : the enemy’s firing continued to
be supported at the average of 4000
rounds in the 24 hours. About 8
o’clock, reports were received from
Europa guard, that a large fleet had
appeared in the Straits from the west-
ward. The wind was brisk, and we
had scarcely time to form any conjec-
tures concerning them, ere they ap-
proached the bay; and proved to be the
combined fleets of France and Spain,
consisting of 7 3-deckers, and 31 ships
of 2 decks; with 3 frigates and a num-
ber of xebeques, bomb-ketches, and
hospital-ships; the whole under the
command of ten admirals, and a broad
pendant. In the afternoon, they were
all at anchor, in the bay between the
Orange-grove and Algeziras.

This great accumulation of force
could not fail to surprise, if not alarm
the garrison. [t appeared as if the
enemy meant, previous to their final
efforts, to strike, if possible, a terror
through their opponents, by displaying
before us a more powerful armament
than had probably ever been brought
against any fortress. 47 sail of the
line, including 3 inferior two-deckers,
10 battering-ships, deemed perfect in
design, and esteemed invincible, carry-
ing 212 guns; innumerable frigates,
xebeques, bomb-ketches, cutters, gun
and mortar boats, and smaller eraft for
disembarking men; these were assem-
bled in the bay. On the land side
were most stuﬁendous and strong bat-
teries and works, mounting 200 pieces
of heavy ordnance, and protected by an
army of near 40,000 men, commanded
by a victorious and active general, of
the highest reputation, and animated
with lﬁe immediate presence of two
princes of the royal blood of France,
with other dignified personages, and
many of their own nobility. Such a
naval and military spectacle most cer-
tainly is not to be equalled in the an-
nals of war. From such a combination
of power, and favourable eoncurrent
circumstances, it was natural enough
that the Spanish nation should antici-
pate the most glorious econsequences.
Indeed their confidence in the effect to
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be produced by the battering-ships
passed all bounds; and, in the enthu-
siasm excited by the magnitude of their
preparations, it was thought highl
eriminal, as we afterwar leame(i
even to whisper a doubt of the success.
In drawing these flattering conclu-
sions, the enemy, however, seemed en-
tirely to have overlooked the nature of
that force which was opposed to them;
for, though the garrison scarcely con-
sisted of more than 7,000 effective men,
including the marine brigade, they
forgot that they were now veterans in
this service, had been a long time ha-
bituated to the effects. &)f artillery, and
were prepared by degrees for the
ardnoug conflict t awaited them.
‘We were, at the same time, commanded
by officers of approved courage, pru-
dence, and ability ; eminent for all the
accomplishments of their profession,
and in whom we had unbounded con-
fidence. Our spirits too were nota
little elevated by the success attending
the recent practice of firing red-hot
shot, which in this attack we hoped
would enable us to bring our labours
to a period, and relieve us from the
tedious cruelty of another vexatious
blockade.
Before the garrison had well dis-
covered the force of their new visitors,
an occurrence happened, which, though
trifling in itself, I trust I shall be ex-
cused for noticing. When the van of
the combined fleet had entered the bay,

The artillery, and Hanoverian brigade, each coTps......
The 12th, 39th, 56th, and 58th regiments

The 72nd and 73rd regiments 5
The 97th regiment .

and the soldiers in town were atten-
tively viewing the ships, alleging,
amongst other reasons for theirarrival,
that the British fleet must undoubtedly
be in pursuit; on a sudden, a general
huzza was given, and all, to a man,
cried out, the British admiral was cer-
tainly in their rear, as a flag for a fleet
was hoisted upon our Signal-house pole.
For som® moments the flattering idea
was indulged; but our hopes were soon
damped by the sudden disappearance of
the signal. We were afterwards in-
formed by the guard at that post, that
what our creative fancies had imagined
to be a flag, was an eagle, which, after
several evolutions, had perched a few
minutes on the westernmost pole, and
then flew away toward the east.
Though less superstitious than the
ancient Romans, many could not help
fancying it a favourable omen to the
garrison ; and the event of the suc-
ceeding day justified the proguostica-
tion.

In the morning of the 12th, the go-
vernor reinforced the pickets of the
line; nine of which, in future, were
stationed in town, and distributed as
follows; two at Waterport, two at
Landport, two in the lines, and the
remaining three in the picket-yard,
with the field-officer of the town dis-
trict. The other picket of the line was
stationed at the southward. The fol-
lowing return specifies the strength of
the pickets at this period.

sub. 8. d.r.&f.
1 1.1.8
ditto Bl e ey T
. ditto 5 e M S
. ditto e il (o R

Total four captains, one of the artillery and three of the line 11 11 11 580

In the evening about dusk, a num-
ber of men were observed to embark
from the Omnge-%::)ve, on board the
battenng-' ships; which, with the pre-
sence of the combined fleet, and the
wind blowing favourably, induced us
to conclude that the important and long
meditated attack was not long to be
deferred.

The enemy’s cannonade was con-
tinued, almost on the same scale as the

preceding days, during the night of the
12th. The next morning we observed
the combined fleet had made some new
arrangements in their position, or moor-
ings, and that the remaining two bat-
tering-ships had joined the others at the
Orange-grove, where their whole at-
tacking force seemed to be now assem-
bled. About a quarter before seven
o’clock, some motions were observed
amongst their shipping ; and soon after
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the battering-ships got under way, with
4 gentle breeze from the -west,
standing to the southward, to clear the
men-of-war, and were attended by a
number of boats. As our navy were
gonstantly of opinion that the batter-
ing-ships would be brought before the

ison in the night, few suspected that
gpreaent Maneuvres were prepara-
tory to their finally entering on the
int:resting enterprise; but, observing
a crowd of :i)ectalors on the beach,

near Point M a.anduson the neigh-
bouring eminences, and the ships edg-
ing down towards the garrison, the

vernor thought it would be impru-
t any longer to doubt it he
town batteries were accordingly man-
ned, and the grates and furnaces for
heating shot ordered to be lighted.
us frepared for their reception,
we had leisure to notice the enemy’s
evolutions. The ten battering-ships,
after leaving the men-of-war, wore
to the north; and, a little past nine
o’clock, bore down in admirable order
for their several stations; the admiral,
in a two-decker, mooring about 900
yards off the King’s bastion, the others
successively taking their places to the
right and left of the flag-ship, in a mas-
terly manner; the most distant being
about 1100 or 1200 yards from the
garrison. Our artillery allowed the
enemy evexa reasonable advantage, in
permitting them without molestation to
choose their distance; but as soon as
the first ship dropped her anchors,
which was about a quarter before ten
o'clock, that instant our firing com-
menced. The enemy were completely
moored in a little more than ten
minutes, and their cannonade then be-
came in a high degree tremendous.
The showers of shot and shells which
were now directed from their land-bat-
teries, the battering-ships, and, on the
other hand, from the various works of
the garrison, exhibited a scene, of which
perhgs neither the pen nor the pencil
can furnish a competent idea. It is
sufficient to say that upward of four
hundred pieces of the heaviest artillery
were playing at the same moment :
an instance which has scarcely oc-
curred in any siege since the invention

of those wonderful engines of de-
struction.*
After some hours’ cannonade, the

bamm:g-ch‘ ips were found to be no less
formidable they had been repre-

sented. Our heaviest shells often re-
bounded from their tops, whilst the
32-pound shot seemed incapable of
ma.E?n any visible impression upon
their hulls. Frequently we flattered
ourselves they were on fire; but no
sooner did any smoke appear than, with
the most persevering intrepidity, men
were observed applying water, from
their engines within, to those places
whence the smoke issued. These cir-
cumstances, with the prodigious can-
nonade which they maintained, gave us
reason to imagine that the attack would
not be so soon decided as, from our re-
cent success against their land-batteries,
we had fondly expected. Even the
artillery themselves, at this period, had
their doubts of the effect of the red-hot
shot, which began to be used about
twelve, but were not general till be-
tween one and two o'clock.t The
enemy’s cannon at the commencement
were too much elevated, but about
noon their firing was powerful and
well directed. Our casualties then be-
came numerous, particularly on those
batteries morth of the King's bastion,
which were warmly annoyed by the
enemy’s flanking and reverse fire from
the Jand. Though so vexatiously an-
noyed from the isthmus, our artillery
totally disregarded their opponents in
that quarter, directing their sole atten-
tion, to the battering-ships, the furious
and spirited opposition of which served
to excite our people to more animated

* Enemy’s ordnance { mﬂtmﬁ:ﬁ;‘ igg

328
Garrison ordnance in action..... 96

424

t As the ordnance portable furnaces for
heating shot were not sufficient in number to
supply the demands of the artillery when the
attack was at its height, large fires were kin-
dled of wood in the corners of the nearest
buildings. and shot, being thrown into these
piles, were soon heated red-hot. These sup-
plies were jocularly termed by the men
* roasted potatoes.”
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exertions. A fire more tremendous, if
possible, than ever was therefore di-
rected from the garrison. Incessant
showers of hot balls, carcasses, and
shells of every species flew from all
quarters ; and, as the masts of several
of the ships were shot away and the
rigging of all was in great confusion,
our hopes of a favourable and speedy
decision began to revive,

About noon their mortar boats and
bomb-ketches attempted to second the
attack from the battering-ships; but,
the wind having changed to the south-
west and blowing a smart breeze, with
a heavy swell, they were prevented
taking a part in the action. The same
reason also hindered our gun-boats
from flanking the battering-ships from
the southward.

For some hours the attack and de-
fence welro 80 as.qua]ly well supported
as scarcely to admit any aj ce of
w{{):rioﬁty in the mnonmtber
side. The wonderful construction of
the ships seemed to bid defiance to the
powers of the heaviest ordnance. In
the afternoon, however, tt:‘emd face of
things began to change considerably:
the smoke which had been obsen'edyto
issue from the upper part of the ﬂng«
ship appeared to prevail, notwithstand-
ing the constant application of water,
and the admiral’s second was perceived
to be in the same condition. fusion
was now apparent on board several
of the vessels, and by the evening their
cannonade was considerably abated ;
about seven or eight o’clock it almost
totally ceased, excepting from one or
two ships to .the northward, which,
from their distance, had suffered little

injury.

%Vriv:en their firing began to slacken,
various signals were made from the
southernmost ships; and as the evening
advanced, many rockets were thrown
up, to inform their friends (as we after-
wards learned) of their extreme danger
and distress. These si were 1m-
inediately answered, and several boats
were seen to row round the disabled
ships. Our artillery, at this period,
must have cansed dreadful havoc
amongst them. An indistinet clamour,
with table cries and groans, pro-

ceeded (during the short intervals of
cessation) from all quarters; and, a
little before midnight, a wreck floated
in under the town line-wall, upon
which were twelve men, who only, out
of three-score which were on
their launch, had esecaped. These cir-
cumstances convinced us that we had
gained an advantage over the enemy,
yet we did not conceive that the victory
was so complete as the succeeding
morning evinced. OQur firing was
therefore continued, though with less
vivacity; but as the artillery, from such
a hard-fought day, exposed to the in-
tense heat of a warm sun, in addition
to the harassing duties of the p i
night, were much fatigued, and as it
was impossible to foresee what new ob-
jects might demand their serviee the
following day, the governor, about six
in the evening, when the enemy’s fire
abated, permitted the majority of the
officers and men to be relieved by a
picket of a hundred men from the ma-
rine brigade, under the command of
Lieutenant Trentham ; and officers and
non-commissioned officers of the artil-
lery were stationed on the different
batteries, to direct the sailors in the
mode of firing the hot shot.

About an hour after midnight, the
battering-ship which had suffered the

atest injury, and which had been
Frl:quently on fire the preceding day,
was completely in flames; and by two
o’clock in the morning of the 14th, she
appeared as one continued blaze from
stem to stern. The ship to the south-
ward of her was also on fire, but did
not burn with so much rapidity. The
light thrown out on all sides by the
flames enabled the artillery to point
the guns with the utmost precision,
whilst the rock and neighbouring ob-
jects were highly illuminated, forming,
with the constant flashes of our cannon,
a mingled scene of sublimity and terror.
Between three and four o’clock, six
other of the battering-ships indicated
the efficacy of red-hot shot; and the
approaching day now promised us one
of the completest defensive victories on
record.

Brigadier Curtis, who was encamped
with his brigade at Europa, being in-
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formed that the enemy’s ships were in other ships in his return, and landed
flames, and that the calmness of the sea | 9 officers, 2 priests, and 334 private

would permit his gun-boats to act,
I:m-u:helfe about three o’clock A.m., with
a detachment to the New mole; and,
drawing up his twelve boats in such
manner as to flank the battering-ships,
compelled their boats to abandon them.
As the day approached and the garri-
son fire abated, the brigadier advanced
and captured two launches filled with
men, '%hese boats attempted to escape,
but a shot killing and wounding several
men on board one of them, both surren-
dered, and were conducted to Ragged
Staff. The brigadier being informed
by the prisoners that many men were
through necessity left by their friends
on board the ships, he generously de-
termined to rescue them from the in-
evitable death which seemed to impend.
Some of these infatuated wretches ne-
vertheless, it is said, refused at first the
deliverance which was tendered to
them, preferring the chance of that
death which appeared inevitable to be-
ing put to the sword, which they had
beeu persuaded would be the conse-
quence if t.he{ submitted to the garri-
son. Being left, however, some mo-
ments to the horrors of their fate, they
beckoned the boats to return, and re-
signed themselves to the clemency of
their conquerors,

Whilst the navtf' were thus humanely
relieving their distressed enemy, the
flames reached the magazine of one of
the battering-ships to the northward,
which blew up, about five o’clock, with
a dreadful explosion. In a quarter of
an hour following, another, in the
centre of the line, met with a similar
fate. The wreck from the latter spread
fo a vast extent, and involved our gun-

ts in the most imminent danger:
one was sunk, but the crew were saved.
A hole was forced through the bottom
of the brigadier’s boat, his coxswain
killed, and the strokesman wounded,
and for some time the crew were ob-
seured in the cloud of smoke. After
this very fortunate escape, it was deemed
prudent to withdraw toward the garri-
son, to avoid the peril arising from the
blowing-up of the remaining ships.
The brigadier, however, visited two

soldiers and seamen, all Spaniards,
which, with 1 officer and 11 French-
men who had floated in the precedin
evening, made the total number mveg
amount to 357. Many of the prisoners
were severely and some of them dread-
fully wounded. They were instantly,
on being brought on’ shore, conveyed
to our hospital, and every remedy ad-
ministered necessary for their different
cases.*

During the time that the marine bri-
gade were encountering every danger
in their endeavours to save an enemy
from perishing, the batteries on the
isthmus (which ceased the preceding
evening, most likely for want of am-
munition, and which had opened again
upon the garrison on the morning of
the 14th) maintained a warm fire upon
the town, which killed and wounded
several men; and three or four shells
burst in the air, over the place where
their countrymen were landed. This
ungenerous proceeding could not escape
the observation of the spectators in their
camp, and orders probably were sent to
the lines for the batteries to cease, as
they were silent about ten o’clock.

Notwithstanding the efforts of the
marine brigade in relieving the terri-
fied vietims from the burning ships,
many unfortunate men could not be
removed. The scene at this time ex-
hibited was as affecting, as that which
had been presented in the act of hosti-
lity had been terrible and tremendous.
Men crying from amidst the flames for
pity and assistance; others, on board
those ships where the fire had made

* The following extract from a contempo-
rary account by a French officer, who served
in the besieging army, and was an eyewitness
of this scene, shows a generous appreciation of
the efforts made by the garrison to succour
those with whom they had been so lately
contending:—* Je n'ai ni 'anglomanie qui
exagére le mérite de la nation Britannique,
ni la haine nationale qui dissimule ; mais c'est
pour moi une satisfaction bien douce de payer
aux Anglais, libérateurs des malheureux laisses
dans les prames, le tribut d'eloges que méri-
taient dans ce moment leur et leur
humanité. L’Espagne et la France doivent
tre A jamais reconnoissantes de cette géné-
rosité inouie.”
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little progress, imploring relief with
the most expressive gestures and signs
of despair ; whilst several, equally ex-
posed to the dangers of the opposite
element, trusted themselves, on various
parts of the wreck, to the chance of
paddling themselves to the shore. A
felucea belonging to the enemy ap-
g‘roached from the Orange-grove, pro-
bly with the intention of relieving
these unfortunate persons ; but, jealous
of her motives, the garrison suspected
that she came to set fire to one of the
battering-ships which appeared little
injured, and obliged her to retire. Of
the 6 ships which were still in flames,
3 blew up before eleven o'clock; the
other 3 burnt to the water’s edge, the
magazines being wetted by the enemy
before the prineipal officers quitted the
ships. The admiral’s flag was on board
one of the latter, and was consumed
with the vessel. The remaining two
battering-ships, we flattered ourselves,
might be saved as glorious trophies of
our success; but one of them unex-
pectedly burst out into flames, and in a
short time blew up, with a terrible re-
«port; and Captain Gibson representing
it as impracticable to preserve the
other, it was burnt in the afternoon,
under his directions. Thus the navy
gut a finishing hand to this signal de-
fensive victory.
During the hottest period of the
enemy’s cannonade, the governor was
resent on the King's bastion, whilst
ieut.-General Boyd* took his station
upon the South bastion, animating the
garrison by their presence, and en-
couraging them to emulation. The
exertions and activity of the brave ar-
tillery, in this well-fought contest, de-

* It will not be improper in this place to
repeat, that General Boyd laid the foundation
stone of the King's bastion, as it will be an
apology for introducing a remarkable speech
of the General on that occasion. In 1773,
General Boyd, attended by Colonel Green,
the chief engineer, and many field-officers of
the garrison, laid the first stone of that work,
with the ceremony usual on such occasions,
U fixing the stone in its'place, * This,”
nﬁn:he General, **is the first stone of a work
which I name the * King’s Bastion :" may it be
as gallantly defended, as I know it will be ably
executed ; and may I live to see it resist the
wnited ¢ffirts of France and in.”

serve the highest commendations. To
their skill, perseverance, and co y
with the zealous assistance of the line
(particularly the corps in town, the
39th and 72nd regiments), was Gi-
braltar indebted for its safety against
the combined powers, by sea and land,
of France and Spain ; and the marine
brigade, though they had not so consi-
derable a share in the duties of the
batteries, yet merit the warmest praises
for their generous intrepidity in rescu-
ing their devoted enemies from amidst
the flames.

Whilst the enemy were cool, and
their ships had received little damage,
their principal objects were the King’s
bastion, and line-wall, north of O ’s
bastion. Their largest ships (which
were about 1400 tons burden) were
stationed off the former, in order to
silence that important battery, whilst
a breach was attempted by the rest, in
the curtain extending from the latter
to Montague’s bastion. If a breach
had been effected, the prisoners in-
formed us that * their grenadiers were
to have stormed the garrison under
cover of the combined fleets.” The
private men complained bitterly of
their officers for describing the batter-
ing-ships to be invulnerable, and for
promising that they were to be seconded
by ten sail of the line, and all the gun
and mortar boats. They further told
us, that “they had been taught to be-
lieve the garrison would not be able to
discharge many rounds of hot balls:
their astonishment, therefore, was in-
conceivable when they discovered that
we fired them with the same precision
and vivaeity as cold shot” “ Admiral
Moreno,” they said, “ quitted the Pas-
tora, which was the flag-ship, a little
before midnight; but other officers re-
tired much earlier.” The loss sus-
tained by the enemy could never be
ascertained ; but, from the information
of the prisoners, and the numbers seen
dead on board the ships, we estimated
it could not be less than 2000 men, in-
cluding the prisoners. The casualties
of the garrison, on the contrary, were
so trifling, that it will appear almost
incredible that such a quantity of fire,
in almost all its destructive modes of



140

HISTORY OF THE

[caaP, vIn.
action, should not have more | cannon thus elevated did not require
effect, with respect to the loss of men, theahotiobevadde'i:s_drcm
The return stands thus :— not unimportant, as the time, w

int-hlall:.: would have been expended

SEPTEMBER 13TH, 1782,

Killed. ﬂ’md’ed.
5 ments, 0 8.d. « a.a.d.?
n:gnlnll.lery..loua 300 2
12th Regiment . . 000 0 000 2
S9thditto . . . ,020 2 o000 5
b6thditto . . . . 000 2 o000 2
Séthditto , . « .000 1 100 4
2ndditto . . . ,000 2 00012
Tardditto . , . ., 0000 100 8§
97thditto . . . .000 0 000 2
Hardenberg’s . . . 000 0 o000 1
Reden's . . . ., .0000 o000 o
DelaMotte's . . ., 000 0 000 1
neers, with the |
cer Company {0 00 ¢ 000 0
Brigade , .000 1 o000 5
Total . . .12013 50068
%ﬁ:iﬂkdﬂdmdﬂi

Artillery—Captain Reeves killed; Captains
Groves mdP Siward, with Lieut. Gomy.
wounded.

58th regiment—Lieutenant Wetham (wha had

permission to act as an artillery officer)
wounded.

73rd regiment—Captain M‘Kenzie wounded.

The distance of the battering-ships
from the garrison was exactly such as
our artillery could have wished. It
required so small an elevation that al-
most every shot took effect; and the

in doubly wadding, was employed in
keeping up the cannonade with greater
bﬁﬂm The damage done to our
works held no proportion with the vio-
lence of the a and the excessive
cannonade which they had sustained.
The merlons of the different batteries
were disordered, and the flank of
Orange’s bastion was a little injured ;
but the latter was chiefly done by the
land fire, und was not of such conse-
quence as to afford any room for appre-
hension. The ordnance and cai

were also d ; but, by the activity
of the artillery, the whole sea-line, be-
before night, was again in serviceable
order.

The enemy, in this action, had 328
pieces of heavy ordnance in play;
whilst the garrison had only 80 cannon,
7 mortars, and 9 howitzers in opposi-
tion. Upwards of 8300 rounds (more
than half of which were hot shot), and
716 barrels of powder, were expended
by our artillery. What quantity of
ammunition was used by the enem
could never be ascertained. The fol
lowing was handed about as an au-
thentic list of the battering-ships :—

Names of the Guns  Guns
Battering-ships, in use. in reserve. Men. Commanders.
ora . . 21 10 760 Rear-Admiral Buenaventura Moreno.
Tailla Pigdra . . 21 10 760 Prince of Nassau-Sieghen.*
S Paula Prima . . 21 10 760 Don Gayetana Langara,
: El Rosario . . 19 10 700 Don Franeisco Xavier Munos,
St. Christoval . . 18 10 650 Don Frederico Gravino.
¢ [ Principe Carlos . . 11 4 400 Don Antonio Basurta.
'a San Juan . . 9 4 840 Don Joseph Angeler,
= Paula Secunda . 9 4 340 Don Pablo de (ﬁl
& Santa Anna . . 7 4 300 Don Joseph Goicoechea.
Los Dolores " 6 4 250 Don Pedro Sanchez.
142 70 5260

N.B.—About 36 men to each gun in use, besides sailors, &e. to work the ships.

The afternoon of the 14th, several
thousand men marched with ecolours
from the enemy’s camp to their lines, and
many ships in the combined fleet loosed
their top-sails. These motions, and the
circumstance of many of their boats

being manned, caused various speculas
tions in the garrison. Whatever their
future ogranons might be, it was pru-
dent to be on our : the artillery
were ordered there to remain upon
the batteries, and the furnaces for heat-

* M. d’Arcon, the French engineer, and projector of the floating batteries, embarked on

board the Tailla Piedra, and quitted the

ship about half an hour after midnight, as he states in

the Defence of his plan of attack, which was published at Cadiz the following year,
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ing shot to be kept lighted, lest the
enemy should be prompted to put all
to the stake, and attempt the garrison
by a general attack. It was indeed

rwards rumoured, that such a de-
sign had been in contemplation, but
was overruled by the duke, who was
of opinion it would be exposing the
fleet and army to inevitable destruction.

Notwithstanding their recent defeat,
the enemy continued their cannonade
from the isthmus; expending, during
the remainder of the month, from 1000
10 2000 rounds in the 24 hours; dimi-
nishing gradually, and confining their
shells to the night. Their operations
on the land side were also still carried
on ; and, if we were able to form any
conjectures at this period, from their
motions to the northward, their late
misfortune did not seem at all to damp
their hopes of succeeding against the

ison. A flag of truce went on the
15th with letters from our prisoners
to the camp; and about two o’clock
in the afternoon, the combined fleet
handed in their top-sails. Some hours
afterwards they manned their yards,
and fired a grand salute. We were at
a loss to account for these singular re-
joicings.* Lieut. M‘Namara, of the
72nd regiment, was wounded the same
day at Willis's, where our working
parties were employed clearing away
the rubbish from the batteries.

The garrison having experienced
the powerful efficacy otg red-hot shot,
and the governor thinking it expedient
to have a continual supply of them, the
engineers erected kilns (similar to those
used in burning lime, but smaller) in
various parts of the garrison. They
were large enough to heat upward of
100 balls in an_hour and a quarter;
and, by this invention, hot shot were, if
thought necessary, kept continually
ready for use. Our former method of
heating the shot was either in the grates
and furnaces made for that purpose, or
by piling them in a corner of some old
house a.gjoiuing the batteries (as was

* The ‘following “extract from the French
account of the siege, already quoted, may
serve to explain this circumstance : —*‘ Le
15, le Comte d'Artois fit 4 Dom Louis de Cor-
dova I'honneur de se rendre i son bord.”

principally the practice on the 13th),
and surrounding them with

pieces of timber, and small coal.
those means the artificers were enabled
to supply the artillery with a constant
succession for the o ce. Answers
were received in the afternoon of the
16th to the %l;isonem' letters. At night
a great number of signals were made
by the combined fleet. Shot were
therefore again ordered to be heated,
and the artillery cautioned to be ready
to man the batteries. The 39th and
72nd regiments also lay fully accoutred.
The same night, the sailors recovered
the gun-boat which had been sunk on
the morning of the 14th. As the pri-
soners informed us that intelligence
had been reteived, previous to the at-
tack of the battering-ships, that Lord
Howe, with the British fleet, was
paring to sail for the relief of Gibraltar,
the navy be to prepare to raise the
Brilliant and Porcupine frigates, which
had been scuttled in the New mole;
but their efforts, for some time, were
not attended with success.

The Spanish officers, prisoners, with
the Frenchmen who were taken up
from the wreck upon the night of the
13th, were sent to the camp on the
evening of the 17th. The remaining
Spanish privates were encamped upon

indmill-hill, and given in charge to
the Corsicans. Of the number who
had been saved from the battering-
ships, were an officer, a captain of
marines, and 29 privates, who were
wounded. Most of these recovered in
our hospital ; but the officer, notwith-
standing every assistance and attention,
died on the 17th. He was buried,
the succeeding day, with all military
honours, attended by the grenadiers of
the 39th regiment.

When we reflected of what vast im-
portance this grand enterprise was es-
teemed, and what immense sums had
been expended in the ingenious and
formidable preparations, it was ob-
served, with no small surprise, by many
who were present when the prisoners
were landed, that the majority of them
seemed to be past that age when the
vital powers are supposed to be in their
greatest vigour. Inan expedition where



142

HISTORY OF THE

[cmaP. vIL

and strength best promised a
vourable issue, this impolitic m“ff
ment certainly could not pervade the
whole! The Spaniards, from their
dark complexion and meagre diet,
have naturally, even when young, an
aged look: and yet our observations
seemed confirmed by other indubitable
facts. Several bodies were thrown
ashore, all ot'dwhich seemed advanced
in years; and one in particular ap-
peared, from his grey beard and lean
visage, past sixty., This co was
homblyp::utilated, and, with {E:emjse-
rable objects then under the care of our
surgeons, convinced us, by ocular proof,
of the dreadful havoc which our ar-
tillery must have made in the latter
part of the daf.

The westerly wind, which had cast
‘up these unfortunate men, threw also
on shore many trifling curiosities, and
some things of value, which had floated
on the surface of the bay after the
battering-ships had blown up. Large
wax candles, such as are usually burnt
by the Romish priests before their al-
tars; salt provisions ; and a great num-
ber of ammunition boxes, containing
10 rounds of powder in linen car-
tridges, were collected by the garrison
the morning succeeding the defeat.
Considerable pieces of mahogany, and
some cedar, were saved from the wrecks
of those ships whose magazines did not
blow up, which were afterwards con-
verted into various useful articles,
serving as memorials of our victory.
The governor had a handsome set of
tables made for the Convent (the holes
in the cedar, where the fire had pene-
trated, being filled up with sound wood,
cut in various figures, forming a beaun-
tiful contrast with the burnt part),
which will serve as a standing monu-
ment to the guests of the transactions
of that glorious day.

The enemy’s fire on the 19th was
warmer than the few preceding days;
and, which was rather extraordinary,
it was continued whilst a flag of truce
went from the governor, and another
returned in answer. The officer who
brought the Duc de Crillon’s answer
was one of his aides-de-camp, the Comte
de Rufigniac, colonel of the French

regiment de Chartres. He pressed
much to deliver his packet personall,
to the governor, and offered to submit
to be blindfolded, provided he could be
admitted into the garrison. He was
even so urgent as to put his foot on
board our boat, but was informed by
the aide-de-camp that his request could
not be compliecr with. As the Count
Wwould not be content with this answer,
our flag was obliged to return to make

known his extraordi importunity
to the governor, who politely excused
himself the honour which the Count

intended him, as the state of affairs
would not then permitit. We shall have
occasion again to mention the Count
before the close of this work. The
wind changed to the east in the night
of the 19th; but the combined fleet
still remained at anchor in the bay.
The 20th, the mortar boats, which had
remained inactive for some time, bom-
barded the garrison. They seemed to
be attended by only four or five gun-
boats, and were extremely cautious in
directing their fire, Three shells fell
in Southport ditch, amongst the 39th
regiment,
me changes took place in the

vernor’s suite on the 21st: town-major
Captain Foulis was appointed aide-de-
camp to the commander-in-chief, and
Captain Delhoste, of the 72nd regiment,
town-major. A flag of truce, the same
day, brought over a letter from the
duke, in answer to one from the
governor, of the preceding day. Their
boat also brought cIoLE.ing for the
Walon prisoners, In the evening,
about eight o'clock, reports were re-
ceived from the northern guards, that
the enemy were in motion in their
camp, and that troops were marching
down to the lines. About the same
time some extraordinary signals were
made by the Spanish admiral. The
three pickets remaining with the field-
officer in town were immediately de-
tached to reinforce the captain of
Landport, the lines, and W‘;terport.
who, beside their usual guards, had
each two pickets with them before.
The 39th and 72nd regiments were
again ordered to lie accoutred, and
the artillery cautioned to be alert. By
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this disposition it was evident the
governor still expected a farther attack
upon the garrison; and that evening it
was most to be apprehended, as it was
possible that the Duke by that da;
might receive an answer from Madri
indicating his future operations. Up-
ward of 1200 men being thus distributed
in the vicinity of the Grand battery,
with two regiments at hand to act as
corps de reserve, we waited the further
movements of the enemy. A little be-
fore midnight, a soldier of the 73rd
regiment, removing rubbish from the
Prince’s lines, fell from the extremity,
and was killed. An officer with a
small detachment was immediately or-
dered from Landport to bring in the
body. This was discovered by the
enemy’s advanced parties, who opposed
it by a brisk discharge of musketry in
regular platoons. Queen’s lines
protecteg our party, who returned with
the body without any casualties. The
steady and animated fire supported by
the enemy convinced us of the strength
of their advanced posts. Nothing ex-
traordinary, however, happened during
the night after this oceurrence.

The governor still continued the
ﬁa.rty at Lower Forbes’s under the
ines. On the night of the 23rd they
discovered two men near the stone
sentry-box, within the ruins of the old

barrier. The serjeant’s orders (the
reader may remember) were, not to
fire but in his own defence, or in case

of an alarm; but observing them
measuring with a chain the distance
between the foot of the rock and the
Inundation, and thinking they might
be persons of some consequence, and
probably of memorandums
which might discover the motives of
their maneuvres, he determined in this
case to fire: they, in return, alarmed
at his preparations, suddenly appeared

on the defensive; but the serjeant was
s0 lucky as to kill the principal person,
and the other ran off. The body was
instantly brought in, but no papers of
consequence were found about him.
He was thought to have been a volun-
teer. The serjeant, who was a cadet
in General Reden's regiment, was soon
afterwards promoted to a commission ;
but whether for this service, or in his
tour, I cannot inform my reader.

The enemy’s firing seemed now to be
directed under the following regulations.
About five or six in the morning, when
the night-pickets were retiring from
their posts, the cannonade commenced,
and continued pretty brisk till noon.
From twelve to two o'clock there was
the usual intermission; for, as I have
remarked before, the Spaniards would
not be deprived of their customary nap,
or siesta. In the decline of the day
they discharged more or less, as their
caprice dictated. About seven in the
evening their cannon ceased, and their
mortars took up the fire, continuing it till
daybreak of the succeeding day. The
ammunition now expended was gene-
rally from 400 to 500, and sometimes
600 shells in the 24 hours, with from
600 to 1000 shot. The profusion of
the former had greatly diminished the
immense piles in their artillery park,
and their howitzers were by no means
so lavish of their troublesome shells as
they had been.

he 24th, the Brilliant frigate was
raised after much trouble. The same
day about noon, upward of 50 boats,
which had been assembled for the
attack, returned to the westward, and
the mantlet-boats retired up the river
Palmones. The departure of the for-
mer, with others which had left the
bay the two preceding days, reduced
their remaining small craft to a very
trifling number.
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* CHAPTER VIII.

The Combined Fleets remain in Gibraltar Bay, being determined to oppose the relief of the
Garrison—Captain Curtis visits the Enemy's Camp to establish a cartel—Enemy raise
additional works—The Combined Fleets greatly distressed by a hurricane—A Spanish line-
of-battle ship is driven under the walls of Gibraltar, and submits to the Garrison—At this
Jjuncture the British Fleet appear in the Straits, but the convoy unfortunately pass the
Rock to the eastward—Letters received from the British Ministry by the Governor—The
Combined Fleets, after makigg repairs, follow the British Fleet into the Mediterranean,
but avoid an action—Lord Howe conducts the convoy safe into the Bay, returns to the
westward, and is followed by the Combined Fleets—Enemy’s cannonade diminishes, and
the fire from the Garrison inereases—Enemy establish a post under the Rock near the
Devil's Tower—Repeat their attacks from the gun-boats—The Duc de Crillon acquaints
General Eliott that the preliminaries of a General Peace had been signed —Hostilities in
consequence cease—The Emperor of Morocco sends a present of cattle with a letter to
General Eliott, who soon afterwards receives from England official accounts of the Peace—
Interview between the Due de Crillon and the Governor—The Governor yiews the Spanish
batteries, and dines at San Roque—The Duke returns the visit, in the Garrison—Ceremony
of investing the Governer with the Order of the Bath—Sir George Augustus Eliott’s speech

to the Garrison, upon communieating to them the Thanks of the King and Parliament for

their Defence of Gibraltar.,

NorwITHSTANDING that we might na-
turally infer, from the dispersion of
their small craft, that the enemy had
at length relinquished the hope of
taking Gibraltar by force of arms, yet
the continuance of their cannonade,
and the presence of the combined fleets
(though frequent opportunities had of-
fered for their return to the westward),
rendefed their conduct so ambiguous
that we could form no idea what line
they purposed to pursue in their future
operations. We knew a relief was in-
tended by the British fleet; but we
could never imagine, if there was any-

ing of an equality, that the enemy
would venture an  opposition, even
though a victory might make them
masters of Gibraltar. We waited,
theérefore, a few days to observe the
movements of our adversaries, and b
their actions expected to solve the dif-
ficulty.

The evening of the 26th of Septem-
ber, the whole of the combined army
were under arms, formed in one line
(which extended about four miles and
a half) from the river Guadaranque to

very near Fort Tonara. Some persons
of high rank, attended by a numerous
suite of cavalry, passed along the front ;
and they were not dismi till after
sunset. In the evening, Major Hors-
fall, of the 72nd regiment, was wounded
by a splinter of a shell. At night,
another of our workmen in the Prince’s
lines fell from the extremity, and was
killed. A party was detached from
Landport to bring in the body, and the
Queen’s lines and other gmmﬁ ordered
to protect them; the enemy however
remained quiet. The 27th, their parties
began to collect brushwood for fascines.
This circumstance served the more to
increase our doubts relative to their
future conduct. The same day, our
navy got up the Porcupine frigate ; the
engineers also finished the Royal and
Green'’s lodge batteries. The former
is 1300, and the latter 900 feet above
the level of the isthmus; yet, notwith-
standing this elevation, the enemy’s
fire, during Don Alvarez’s bombard-
ment, was found to be so galling, that
the engineers were under the necessity
of covering them with caissoned mer-
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lons. Several launches full of troops
were observed, on the 29th, going on
bouard the combined fleet. ey were
mpgosed ‘to be marines who had been
landed from the men-of-war previous
to the grand attack. A flag of truce,
the same day, brought clothes for the
prisoners, rly on the morning of
the 30th, a soldier of the 72nd regi-
ment deserted from the serjeant’s party
at Lower Forbes’s. His own brother
was one of the gnard. The same day,
the combined fieets were joined by a
line-of-battle ship. The enemy’s can-
nonade still continued to be about 1000
or. 1100 rounds of shot and shells
in the 24 hours. Willis’s batteries,
and the extremity of the Prince’s
and Queen'’s lines, were much d
from the 64-gun battery. A flag
of truce went from the garrison ‘'with
a letter, and two parcels, which had
been sent on the 29th, directed for per-
sons who could not be found amongst
the prisoners. In the evening of the
80th, the mortar-boats bombarded our
camp. At first we imagined they were
alone, but the gun-boats soon after-
wards fired upon the town from the
northward. T'wo shells fell in the

. hospital, and wounded several of the
sick. Other casualties also happened
in the garrison. The prisoners upon
Windmill-hill were alarmed, on two
or three shells falling near their camp;
and it was not without some severity
that their guards could keep themselves
within the boundaries.

Early on the 1st of October, a boat
came into Little Bay, with a Corsican
on board, who had escaped from Alge-
ziras.” He had been mate of a neutral
vessel ; but, hearing that some of his
relations were in the Corgican corps,
he was determined to join his country-
men. The intelligence which he
brought was, that Lord Howe only
waited some reinforcements to sail for
the rvelief of Gibraltar, and that the
combined fleet were resolved to oppose
him. Thus consoled with the hope of
preventing the intended succours, the
enemy still flattered themselves that
Gibraltar must of necessity submit,
through the mere failure of provisions.
In the courge of the day, the corpse of

a Spanish officer was washed ashore
under our walls: a purse of dpisto!es,
and a gold watch, were found in his
pockets. He was buried with respeet,
two navy officers attending the funeral ;
and the following day, a flag of truce
delivered the watch and money, to be
returned to his friends. The 2nd,
several men were wounded by the
enemy’s shot, in the gallery above
Farringdon’s, which continued to be
rlmsecuwd with di!igeuce; and Serjeant

arrop, of the 72nd regiment (a man
universally noticed and admired for his
gallantry -and conduet in the works),
was killed at Willis's. We observed,
the same day, several boats which for-
merly had mantlets in the bow, return-
ing from the river Palmones; having,
as we imagined, undergone some altera-
tions, to enable them to act as gun-
boats. In case of a visit from the
latter, signals were now determined
upon, to intimate when the artillery
were to man the batteries. Two guns
quick, and a red flag hoisted upon a
flag-staff erected on the South bastion,
was to be the day signal; two guns
quick and a light, the signal for the
night. In the evening, we had an op-
portunity of practising onr new signals,
by the approach of the mortar-boats,
which bombarded the garrison for
about two hours. The gun-boats,
though perhaps attending them, did
not fire. Previous to their visit, some
muskets were discharged, and some
signals made amongst the fleet; but
we could not observe any particular
movements.

In the forenoon of the 3rd, a Spanish
frigate, with a flag of truce at her fore-
top-gallant mast-head, anchored within
gun-shot of the Old mole head, and
immediately Captain Curtis went on
board her. In the forenoon, Captain
Curtis returned, and the frigate sailed
back to the fleet. The wind at the
time was so strong, that she was oblj
to leave her anchor behind; which
being mentioned to the governor,
orders were sent, not to fire upon the
boats when they returned to it up.
The following day, Captain Courtis,
accompanied by the governor’s secre-
tary and a naval officer, went in his

L
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barge to the Orange-grove; where a
“ waited, and conducted them
to Buena Vista, the Duke’s quarters.
The intention of this visit, we after-
wards understood, was to establish a car-
tel with the Spaniards for the exchange
of prisoners. Captain Curtis was in-
uced, by the Duc de Crillon, to
his Royal Highness the Comte d’Artois,
who tzank him, in very handsome
terms, for his humanity and gallantry
in relieving the unfortunate prisoners
from the burning battering-ships; re-
questing Captain Curtis at the same
time to inform the governor, that he
entertained the highest esteem and
for him, for his benevolence
and liberality to the prisoners upon
the same occasion. fore Captain
Curtis returned, which was in the
evening, the kilns for heating shot
were lighted, and other preparations
made, as if some attack was expected.
During this correspondence, the ene-
my’s batteries observed a B:oper silence,
in respect to the flag. ptain Curtis
informed us, that Lord Howe, with the
British fleet, was certainly on his pass-
age to the Mediterranean. The garri-
son did not however feel that indescrib-
able satisfaction and pleasure on receiv-
ing this intelligence, which we had
experienced when Admirals Rodney
mﬁe Darby were announced in 1780
and 1781. A French rear-admiral,
in a three-decker, with a frigate, and
several smaller armed vessels, joined
the combined fleet on the 3rd. The
man-of-war had many signals flying
when she entered the bay, which were
answered by the Spanish admiral.
The enemy’s cannonade was still
continued, with such variation as their
caprice dictated. The number of
rounds of shot and shells usually ex-
ceeded 800 in the 24 hours, and
sometimes amounted to 1100 or 1200.
We amused them with a trifling return,
directed chiefly to their parties, who,
to our astonishment, were still form-
ing considerable dépits of fascines and
materials in the lines. Lieutenant
Kenneth M‘Kenzie, of the 73rd, was
wounded on the 4th, in the communi-
cation from the King’s to the Queen's
lines. Two days afterwards, agreeably

to a flag of truce of the preceding day,
the Spanish prisoners (excepting 10
sick in the hospital, and 59 Walons
and foreigners who requested to sta
behind) were sent to the combin
camp. The Walons who preferred
staying in the garrison were embodied
into those corps which chose to receive
them. The 39th and 58th regiments
entertained 10 each; and the remain-
der were incorporated with the Corsi-
can company.

Two of the enemy's engineers had
been observed on the 4th, picketing out
a work, extending from the ruins of the
Mahon battery to the western beach,
crossing the north-west angle of the
farthest gardens. We were at a loss
what to conclude from this appearance
‘of a determination still to prosecute the
siege. They did not however let us
remain long in suspense; for, on the
morning of the 6th, we discovered that
they had erected a stmn& boyau of ap-
proach, extending, in the line before
mentioned, about 430 yards—near a
quarter of a mile. It was raised with
sand-bags ; and from its resemblance
to the original epanlment of the 64-
battery, some imagined it was intended
for the same purpose; though the
enfineers were of opinion, 1t was
only a communication to some addi-
tional works in embryo. Although the
enemy, by throwing up this extensive
work, gained by stealth a second ad-
vantage upon the garrison, yet the go-
vernor was determined, if possible, to
prevent them completing it. The Old
mole head howitzers, with a warm fire
from the heights, were opened at night
upon this new object; and, as the
former almost entirely enfiladed it, the
enemy were so much annoyed, that it
was never finished. The night of the
6th, they made good the communica-
tion to the parallel, from the extremity
of the boyau, near the ruins of the
Mahon battery, which was left imper-
fect the preceding night.

The following day, the St. Martin’s
battery took fire from the wadding or
discharge of their own cannon. e
merlon was d ed, and another
considerably damaged, before the

flames were extingunished. We threw
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a few shells from below, to disturb
them in this duty; but otherwise no
particular notice was taken of the ac-
cident. The enemy found their situ-
ation so extremely warm in their new
boyau, that, on the night of the 7th,
they threw up a strong shoulder at the
extremity near the beach, to protect
them against the flanking fire of the
howitzers of the Old mole head. Our
shells were nevertheless fired with
such judgment and dexterity as just to
clear the traverse, and seemed to do
as much execution in the interior part
as before. Greatquantities of fascines,
&c., were scattered in the rear;
whence we concluded they purposed
working in the night, but had been
%revented by the vivacity of our fire.

hey also repaired the St. Martin’s
battery. A flag of truce brought over
letters for the governor and Captain
Curtis on the 8th; and, at night, a
boat sailed for Leghorn with a midship-
man and six sailors, bearing home dis-
patches from the governor. This was
the first boat or vessel which left the
garrison after the victory of the pre-
ceding month.

The enemy, about the 8th or 9th,
adopted a new plan for the regulation
of tgeir bombardment during the night :
every 10 or 15 minutes they discharged
five, seven, and sometimes ten mortars
at the same time, directing the shells
principally to the same object. After
a silence of the above period, they sa-
luted us with a second volley, and so
on till morning gun-fire. - The number
of rounds continued variable, from 400
to 600 shots, with almost the same pro-
mion of shells, in the 24 hours,

y were enabled to expend these im-
mense quantities of ammunition by re-
ceiving constant supplies. The parties
in the fascine park appeared now to be
considerably increa.seﬁnd an univer-
sal activity seemed still to prevail
through the different departments. A
person, ignorant of what had passed,
and suddenly brought to view their
proceedings, might therefore naturally
conclude from their operations, that
they were elated with, and following
up some success, rather than depressed
by a defeat. On the night of the 9th,

some signals were made at Cabrita
Point, which were answered by the
forﬁbined fleets, each ship showing a
ight. a"
E"l‘he wind blew fresh westerly on
the 10th ; and two frigates and a cutter
joined the combined fleets from that
quarter. In the evening, a number of
signals were made by the Spanish ad-
miral, which were answered by various
ships in the fleet. After sunset, the
gale increased, and at midnight it blew °
a hurricane, with smart showers of
rain.  Signal-guns were repeatedly
fired by the combined fleets; and from
their continuance, and the violence of
the wind, we concluded some of them
were in distress. At daybreak, a Spa-
nish two-decker was discovered in a
crippled state, close in shore off
Omsge's bastion : she was under close-
reefed courses, and had lost her mizen
topmast. Observing her danger upon
an enemy’s lee-shore, she suddenly
luffed up, and endeavoured to weather
the garrison: as she passed several
shots were fired through her from the
King’s bastion, which killed two, and
wounded two others; and soon after-
wards she grounded near Ragged Staff,
and struck to the garrison, hoisting
an English jack over her own colours.
A boat from the Speedwell cutter im-
mediately took possession of the San
Miguel, or St. Michael, of 72 guns,
commanded by Don Juan Moreno, a
Chef d’Escadre. The officers and men,
to the number of 634 (many of whom
were dismounted dragoons), were im-
mediately landed, and conducted to the
2uarﬁers before occupied hy their
riends upon Windmill-hill. The gover-

nor was present when they were
brought ashore, and generously permit-
ted them to take their baggage un-

searched, and the officers their stock of
fresh provisions. When the morning
cleared up, so as to admit of our ob-
serving the state of the combined fleets,
we discovered the whole in great dis~
order. One was on shore near their
grand magazine; a French ship of the
line had lost her foremast and bow-
sprit; one, a three-decker, was missing,
supposed to be driven from her anchors
to the eastward; and three or four
L2
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were forced half-bay over (two within
range of the ison), where they all
seemed to be in a very precarious situ-
ation. Many of the parapet boats, and
other small craft, were also driven on
shore near the Orange-grove. If the
storm had continued a few hours
longer, it is not improbable that a
three-decker, with several other ships,
would have suffered the fate of the gg
Michael. The wind, however, abated
as the day advanced; and, when the
swell would permit them to assist the
disabled ships, the boats were busily
employed in carrying out anchors and
cables to those which appeared most in
distress. The garrison were not idle
spectators of these movements: several
sea mortars were soon brought to bear
on the nearest ships, and one was in a
short time obliged to move; but an-
choring again off Point Mala, we con-
tinued annoying her with shells and
red-hot shot, till she warped out of our

The prisoners were no sooner landed
from the prize, than the seamen began
to lighten the vessel, by removing her
powder ashore, and cutting away the
mizen-mast : but she remaining’ still
aground, they carried out anchors to
prevent her going further ashore, in-
tending to renew their exertions to
warp her off at high water. The St.
Michael was esteemed one of the best
sailers in the Spanish navy. She was a
new ship, builtét the Havannah ; very
1 between decks, which were of
mahogany, and her beams of eedar.
When the combined fleets appeared in
the English Channel, the St. Michael
was one of the leading ships, and was
also in the squadron which fired upon
the garrison the 9th of September, when
the Duc de Crillon opened his bat-
teries. The Spanish officers informed
us they had received intelligence, the
preceding day, of the approach of the
British fleet; which hag induced Ad-
miral Cordova to order the combined
fleets to lie at single anchor, and pre-
pare to weigh at the shortest notice:
that they were thus situated when the
gale came on ; and, the hurricane still
inereasing, a three-decker, early in the
morning, ran foul of the St. Michael

and forced her from her anchor: that
she immediately set sail, but, as the
event had evinced, found it impossible
to weather the rock.

The intelligence of Lord Howe being
s0 near, now, for the first time, gave us
sensible pleasure; not so much on ac-
count of our personal situation, as of
the advantage which the enemy’s recent
misfortunes would give his lordship
over his opponents, as well toward
accomplishing the object of his orders,
as affording him a further opportunity
of acting as his lordship’s well-known
abilities might dictate. We were so
elated by our enemy’s distress, that
some were 80 sanguine as to anticipate
the most glorious conclusion of the war
and our own sufferings. Our hopes
however were soon depressed by the
intelligence of Lord Howe’s t in-
feriority in number. Thirty-four sail
to op| forty-two, which still re-
mained at anchor in the bay, gave us
reason to be apprehensive for the safety
of the British fleet. The navigation of
the Straits was so precarious, that if
his lordship once entered the Mediter-
ranean he might probably be prevented
from returning for a considerable time ;
and the enemy, though now distressed,
might, by the assistance of the camp,
soon refit, and attack him under every
advantage. By this digression I am,
however, anticipating the regular nar-
rative. In the afternoon a French
two-decker sailed to the eastward; and
soon after a settee came in from the
west, and fired several guns as she en-
tered the bay. At this time it was so
very hazy in the Straits, that we could
not see the opposite coasts, About sun-
set several large ships were discovered
through the haze ; and soon after, the
Latona frigate, Captain Conway, an-
chored under our guns, and informed
us that the ships in the Straits were
the van of the British fleet, commanded
by Lord Howe, cousisting of 34 sail of
the line, including 11 three-deckers,
with 6 frigates and 31 ordnance trans-
ports, and a reinforcement of upward
of 1600 men for the garrison. Cap-
tain Conway further told us of the
great anxiety which prevailed at home
relative to situation of Gibraltar;
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and that it was only off the southern
coast of Portugal that Lord Howe had
his uneasiness removed, by receiving
intelligence of the enemy’s complete
defeat. This welcome information, he
said, was accompanied by advice, that
“the combined fleets had taken their
station in the bay of Gibraltar, re-
solutely determined to prevent, if pos-
sible, the intended relietg’ We learned
that, upon receiving the latter intelli-
gence, the admirals and principal offi-
cers were summoned on board the
Victory ; where particular instructions
and orders were communicated, in ex-
pectation of an engagement, which was
considered as unavoidable,

Although the enemy’s signals for
the approach of the British fleet were
made early in the afternoon, yet the
Spanish admiral exhibited not the least
appearance of opposition to any rein-
forcements being thrown into the gar-
rison. This favourable opportunity
was, however, lost; owing, as Lord
Howe expresses in his official letter,
“to the want of timely attention to the
circumstances of the navigation.” Only
four or five transports reached the
rock; the rest, with the fleet, were car-
ried by the current into the Mediter-
ranean. At night, or early on the 12th,
Captain Curtis sailed in the Latona, to
inform Lord Howe of the calamity
which had befallen the enemy’s fleet.
At noon the British fleet appeared in
good order off Estepona or Marbella ;
and the transports, with the frigates,
were working to windward to gain the
bay. As they approached the isthmus
the enemy saluted them from their
mortars, and fired upon them from
behind the eastern advanced guard-
house.

Whilst the British fleet, with the
transports, were thus eritically situated,
the combined fleets were very active in
repairing their late damages, and in
forming a line of battle along the shore.
In the evening a number of troops were
embarked on board them from the camp.
Their xebeques, cutters, armed brigs,
and gun-boats, also assembled in Sandy
Bay, with an intention probably of
Ei:z ing up our ling transports.
the close of the day, however, this

fleet of craft returned to their main
fleet. At night the Panther man-of-
war, and several transports, anchored
in the bay.

The enemy on the land-side per-
severed in their cannonade; and ob-
serving that the St. Michael had run
aground within the range of their bat-
teries, threw great numbers of shells,
with an intent to destroy her. Many
burst over her, and some i%ll very mear ;
but, as their artillery could only be
directed by her masts, none fell on
board. They pointed their usual weight
of fire against our works, which the
governor (now that a prospect of sup-
plies appeared) returned with unusual
vivacity. Their new boyau severely
felt the effect of our ordnance. It was
considerably deranged, and the en-
filading howitzers at the Old mole head
prevented them from strengthening it
with any additions of consequence. In
the garrison orders of the 12th, the fol-
lowing extracts from the dispatches
received by the governor were in-
serted :—

G.0. “ Extract from a letter to the
governor, from the Right Hon.
the Earl of Shelburne, prineipal
secretary of state to his Ma-
jesty. Dated St. James’s, July
10th, 1782.

“1am also honoured with his Ma-
jesty’s command to assure you in the
strongest terms, that no encouragement
shall be wanting to the brave officers
and soldiers under your command. His
royal approbation of the will no
doubt be a powerful incentive to future
exertions; and I have the King’s au-
thority to assure you, that every distin-
guished act of emulation and gallantry
which shall be performed in course of
the siege by any, even of the lowest
rank, will meet with ample reward from
his gracious protection and favour.
These his Majesty’s intentions you will
communicate to every part of your gar-
rison, that they may be Ferfect]y sa-
tisfied their royal master feels for the
difficulties they are under, admires
their glorious resistance, and will be
happy to reward their merit.”
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“ Extract from a letter to the governor
from the Rigbt Hon. Gen. way,
commander-in-chief of his Majesty’s
forces. Dated August 31st, 1782,
“]am now to add that I have the

King’s command to inform you, that he

is in the greatest degree satisfied with

the brave and steady defence made by
your garrison; and his Majesty is de-

sirous of showing them every mark of
his royal approbation. It is in this
light that his Majesty has been gra-
ciously pleased to consent to granting

1
biit and (%rage—money. as a proper in-
dulgence to your officers.”
hese extracts were perused by the

misou with E:tm satisfaction, as the
onstrated the safety of Gibral-
tar was esteemed a matter of the first
importance ; and flattered us with the
agreeable hs that our late services
would be duly appreciated by our
friends and countrymen.

The British fleet, at daybreak on the
13th, was still off Marbella, with the
wind at west. About nine o’clock a.m.
the Spanish admiral made the signal
for the combined fleets to weigh an-
chor, By one o'clock the whole were
under way. At three a French rear-
admiral, being the last of the rear divi-
sion, cleared the bay. Their number
in all amounted to 80 sail, of which
the following, I believe, is an accu-
rate account: 6 three-deckers, 38 two-
deckers, including several fifties (total,
44 men-of-war); 5 frigates, 20 xe-
beques, cutters, armed ships, and brigs;
also 2, imagined to be fire-ships. Not-
withstanding little doubt was to be en-
tertained of the enemy’s intention of
leaving the bay, the Panther man-of-
war remained at anchor with several
officers of the ﬁnrrison on board, whom
the governor had permitted to act as
volunteers in the e;Fected engagement.
When the combined fleets had cleared
the bay, they stood some time to the
southward, and leaving a line-of-battle
ship and two frigates to prevent the
Panther from joining her admiral,
drove with the current some leagues to
the eastward. They then appeared to

down towards the British fleet,
which was in close line of battle upon a
wind, with their heads to the south-

ward ; the with the frigates
which had been beating up, falling be-
hind them to leew Thus were
both fleets situated at the close of the
evening. Before the enemy had totally
quitted the bay, Captain Curtis landed
in a small boat from the Latona frigate,
with 20,000{. in specie for the garrison,
having narrowly escaped being cut off
by the combined fleets. He told us the
British fleet were in high spirits, and
impatient to engage, notwithstanding

the enemy’s t superiority. When
the combined fleets first appeared in
motion, the Spanish prisoners who had
been landed from the St. Michael were

so overjoyed, that they could not for-
bear expressing their ecstacies in so
riotous a manner as to call for some
severity, to confine them within the
limits of their camp.

As our observations on the manceu-
vres of the fleet were interrupted soon
after sunset, we impatiently waited for
the succeeding day to be spectators of
the action, which was now considered
as impossible to be avoided ; and orders
were therefore given for preparing
several wards in the Navy hospital for
the reception of the wounded : but, on
the dawn of the 14th, the fleets, to our
astonishment, were some leagues dis-
tant from each other ; the British being
to leeward in the south-east quarter,
whilst the combined fleets appeared in
the north-east, off Estepona. In the
even:g the British fleet could be dis-
covered only from the summit of the
rock. Itseemed to the garrison that
the Spanish admiral, by having the
weather-gage, had it in his option to
bring the British fleet to action if he
pleased. The fleets being thus sepa-
rated, the Panther, about noon, en-
deavoured to join Lord Howe, but put
back for want of wind. Seventeen gun-
boats came from Algeziras, apparently
to prevent her leaving the bay ; but ob-
serving her cast anchor, they returned.

The enemy’s cannonade on the land-
side was continued with great vivacity.
A few days, nay, probably hours, were
to turn the balance for or against their
future hopes of obtaining the grand
object of their wishes: they were not

economical in their ammuni-
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tion ; nor was the garrison in the least
behind them in the brisk use of their
ordnance. Lieut. Gromley, of the
Ro£ Artillery, was mortally wounded
in the evening at Willis's, and died soon
after he was brought to the hospital.

Part of the combined fleets, in the
morning of the 15th, was seen (though
the weather was very ) off Mar-
bella. The British fleet was out of
sight; the Panther nevertheless at-
tempted to join them. About 8 A.m.
the wind came about to the eastward.
In the forenoon 9 polacres sailed from
the Spanish camp, with troops on board
for Ceuta. This brought to our recol-
lection the critical state of that garrison
both as to men and provisions, when
Admiral Rodney was in their neigh-
bourhood in 1780; and the enemy,
from embracing this opportunity of
sending supplies, appeared ‘not entirely
to have forgotten it. About noon, the
British fleet was discovered in the
offing, to the south-east of Ceuta, stand-
ing under an easy sail towards the rock.
At night the Latona, with 8 or 10
transports, anchored in the bay. They
informed us that the Buffalo man-of-
war, with the remaining twelve trans-
ports, had separated (by order) from
the fleet, but had not afterwards
joined. This intelligence gave us
some uneasiness for their safety; but
we flattered ourselves they were gone,

bly to instructions, to the Zafa-

rine Islands, the place of rendezvous in
case the fleets engaged. Capt. Conway,
after a short conference with the go-
vernor, returned in the morning of the
16th to the British fleet, which was
cruising to the eastward of the rock,
with the wind at east. The combined
fleets were not in sight: we concluded
therefore that they were gone to Ma-
laga to make further repairs, and join
those ships which had been fcreed from
the bay on the 11th. Since the arrival
of the first trausports, the garrison had
been busily employed in disembarkli]:ﬁ
the supplies. The former fleets
brought us principally provisions; this
brought us only men and ammunition,
which probably might, without this
mp&ley, have become as scarce articles
as former had been.

The exertions of the navy not being
successful in floating the St. Michael, a
hundred sailors were detached on board
on the 17th, to their assistance; and
not long afterwards, she was anchored
off the New mole. It was peculiar]
fortunate that she grounded on a ban{
of sand, though she was surrounded
with rocks : her bottom was therefore
little injured. Sir Charles Knowles,
Bart., who had been formerly on this
station, was appointed to command her,
The wind now changed to the
south-west ; and, in the forenoon of the
same day, a British frigate appeared
from the west. She made a signal
when off Europa, which being an-
swered by our fleet, she immediately
joined them. At night, the gun-boats
being heard in the bay, our batteries
were manned to recelive them; but,
upon a gun being fired from the St
Michael, they threw up their rockets
and returned. Some were of opinion
that they meditated an attempt to cut
her out. The 18th, the wind in
came about to the east ; and the B
with eleven of the missing transports,
arrived in the course of the day. These
ships, as we had conjectured, had sepa-
rated from the fleet, and were pro-
ceeding to the place of rendezvous,
when, not hearing any firing, and the
wind veering about, they returned, and
were very near joining the combined
fleets, but discovered their error time
enou'ih to rectify it. The missing ves-
sel, they informed wus, had been taken
by the enem‘{, some days before, off
Malaga; and, having on board the
wives and baggage of the two regiments
which were on board the fleet, and
were intended for our reinforcement,
her capture greatly distressed those
corps, and the garrison heartily con-
doled with them. The Latona, in her
return to the fleet. chased and boarded
a vessel, which proved to be a Spanish
fire-ship. The crew, deserting her,
were conducted, by two gun-boats at-
tending, to a xebeque at some distance,
which afterwards went into Ceuta.
The prize was sent into the bay. About
noon, 4 or 5 men-of-war arrived from
the fleet, with the 25th and 59th regi-
ments. Lord Mulgrave, who com-
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themed the_thdi;emhrka&on, pldmded

tm:ga wi e greatest expedition
under the line-wall at the New mole,
Rosia and Camp bays, and returned to
Lord Howe off Tetuan. The two re-
giments were encamped before ten
o'clock at night ; the former behind the
barracks, the latter upon Windmill-
hill. We now learned that the admiral,
having accomplished the object of the
expedition, intended to embrace the fa-
vourable opportunity of the wind, and
immediately return to the westward.
In the course of the night, the fire-ship
brought in by Capt. Conway was pur-
posely set on fire, and being anchored
apart from the shippimg, blew up with-
out doing any damage. The Latona
soon afterwards joined the British fleet.
Capt. Vallotton, the vernor’s first
aide-de-camp, embarked in her to bear
home the governor’s public dispatches.
Capt. Curtis also went in her, to com-
municate information from the governor
to Lord Howe; and did not return.

At daybreak on the 19th, both fleets,
to our great astonishment, were in
sight ; the combined fleets being some

es to windward. When the Bri-
tish fleet was abreast of Europa, Lord
Howe dispatched the Tisiphone fire-
ship, with a further supply of powder
collected from the fleet. The Bri-
tish fleet afterwards put before the
wind, and stood, under an easy sail, in
close order to the westward. The van
of the combined fleet, composed of
French ships, followed with a press of
canvass at some distance. y two
o'clock p.m. Lord Howe's fleet was out
of sight; but the Spanish ships sailing
heavily, it was night before they dis-
appeared. Thoungh fully convinced of
the prudence of his lordship’s conduct,
it was no very pleasing prospect for a
British garrison to behold a British
fleet, though inferior in force, lead the
enemy. At night, the wind chan
to the south-west; and the succeeding
day, a brisk cannonade was heard from
that quarter. This, however, could not
proceed from the action which after-
wards took place between the fleets, as
the firing was heard early in the morn-

ing. Some time on the 19th, a guard
of 2 subalterns and 96 men was ordered

from the 25th-and 59th regiments on
board the St. Michael, where they re-
mained till she was completely repaired.
Several large ships were observed,
on the 20th, to be anchored at some
distance from Algeziras; and, as six
or seven were conjectured to be fire-
ships, precautions were accordingl
taken, and the batteries from Soutl
bastion to Europa ordered, in case of
alarm, to be doubly manned. The
enemy, the same day, got off the man-
of-war which ran ashore near their
grand magazine. In the evening some
movements were observed in the French
camp; and on the succeeding day most
of the tents were struck. In the after-
noon, the resident Spanish priest was
confined to his house, for holding con-
versation with some of the prisoners on
Windmill-hill. The enemy’s cannon-
ade was still continued, upon an average
of about 500 or 600 rounds in the 24
hours. They lined some part of the
new boyau with fascines, and raised a
few traverses in the rear, notwithstand-
ing our brisk fire: they were, however,
prevented from making any additions
of consequence, On the 22nd, a pola-
cre arrived from Algiers. with intelli-
nce from the British consul, that
rd Howe had sailed for the relief of
Gibraltar. Happily his lordship had
effected that business, and, probably, be-
fore they at Algiers were informed of
the British fleet having left England.
The extreme distress which the gar-
rison had experienced in the close of
thegears 1779 and 1780, and the great
profits which from the exigencies of
those periods had arisen to the adven-
turers who ran the hazard of a voyage
with provisions for our relief, were by
this time pretty generally known at
home. The favourable opportunity of
a safe convoy under the British fleet,
prompted, therefore, many masters of
transports, some of whom had been in
the garrison before, during the war, to
lay n a stock of various articles, with
the prospect that the distresses of their
friends might afford these truly hu-
mane and generous patriots an occasion
to sell them, on their arrival, at their
own price.  Although these supplies
were most highly acceptable, yet the
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was not at this time in such
absolute need of their assistance, as to
purchase them at those enormous prices
which before had been given with plea-
sure; nor in justice did we think, from
the little risk the adventurers ran, that
they deserved such immense profits.
A committee of officers from every
corps assembled on the 23rd, to con-
sider what measures to pursue in order
to smvent such impositions in future ;
and, as every article brought to the
garrison was sold at public auction, it
was unanimously agreed, that a cer-
tain price should be fixed upon each
article, allowing such profit as might
reasonably be thought adequate to the
hazard; and, when the estimate was
published, every officer, I believe,
pledged his honour not to exceed the
terms therein specified. (See App.)

The prudent and manly regulation of
the committee was strictly attended to
for about a fortnight, but it had not
that immediate eflect we expected ;
many of our generous countrymen, ra-
ther than dispose of their ventures for
a profit of 150, and in some instances
300 per cent., very liberally determined
not to land them, but to sell them for a
trifling advantage at Lisbon, or else-
where, in their way home. We should
nevertheless have soon got the better
of their obstinacy had we continued
determined and consistent ourselves;
but some individuals who preferred
self-gratification to the public good,
beginning to evade the agreement, the
whole was cancelled and the demands
of the adventurers became afterwards
as exorbitant, if not more so than be-
fore. So little dependence is there
upon the adberence of a multitude to
any sumpt regulations, however
essential to their real interest.

The mortar-boats, on the night of
the 23rd, paid us a visit, and did con-
siderable Their shells were
chiefly directed towards the New
mole. The Hector cutter, in govern-
ment service, was sunk by a shell, and
everything on board lost. Several other
vessels narrowly escaped the same fate.
We fired upon them from Willis’s and
the Old mole; but their gun-boats
were silent. The 24th, we observed

that the enemy had struck the tents of
four or five battalions, and two regi-
ments were seen this day marching
along the beach. The day following
some b e was observed removing
from th:%_sl:ie's quarters; which gave
us great hopes that his Grace was pre-
paring to leave the camp, and that mat-
ters were verging towards a conclusion.
In the evening a deserter came in, a
native Catalonian. He informed us
there had been an engagement between
the British and combined fleets, but
could give us no particulars. He fur-
ther told us that their camp was break-
ing up: 16 battalions had already
marched away, and others were prepar-
ing to decamp: that they had ceased
to work in their approaches; and that
their night-guards consisted of 4000
men, under the command of two bri-
gadier-generals: concluding with ac-
quainting us, that the winter camp
before the garrison was to consist of
20,000 men : that additional gun-boats
were building to constantly harass
us; and that a corporal and 12 men
were stationed in the gardens to pre-
vent desertion. The 2¢th, the tents oe-
cupied by the Duke’s corps encamped
before Buena Vista were struck ; which
served to increase our hopes, that the
prospect was not far distant of an end
to our fatigues. Don Juan Moreno left
the garrison the same day, with a flag
of truce. Our hoat could not learn any
further account of the engagement ; but
the officers were informed, that a e-
ral peace was expected, as the inde-
pendence of America had been acknow-
ledged by Great Britain.

More battalions left the enemy’s
camp on the 27th: their cannonade
nevertheless was continued, and seve-
ral shot ranged as far as the entrance
of Windmill-hill; a distance of about
5000 yards. Their camp was still de-
creasing on the 28th and 29th; and
we judged from our observations, that
about 23 battalions, with a brigade of
artillery, had marched into the coun-
tﬁ' The last deserters said many had

en their route to Cadiz. The 30th,
we observed the enemy had stationed a
guard under the rock near the Devil’s
tower. They were taken some notice
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of by ourartillery, who endeavoured to | tis’s
0l

annoy them with small projectiles from
the summit of the northern front. The
mPhoue, Captain Sandys, with five
or six ordnance-ships (having 160 Jews
on board), sailed for England early in
the morning of the 31st. The same day,
a soldier of the 97th regiment was killed
at Rosia, by a long-range shot from
the isthmus. This shot must have

more than two miles and a

Three deserters came in on the 2nd
and 4th of November, but could give
no satisfactory information relative to
the action between the fleets. They
said the French troops had quitted the
camp with the Royal volunteers. The
enemy’s camp continued to break up
on the 7th and 8th; though some of
the iments, it was imagined, took

ion of the large blfﬁ:iing east-
ward of Point Mala, which had been
built for a hospital. On 'the 7th, two
men-of-war and a sloop (sup; to be
French, from the West Indies) passed
to the eastward. The Spanish gun-
boats seemed to suspect they were ene-
mies, and intended to come in; as they
were in motion, and appeared to be
preparing for an attack. The 8th, 23
E:}n—boats paraded at a short distance

m the garrison, extending in a line
a-head to the southward, We expected
‘an attack upon the St. Michael; but,
an easterly wind springing up, they re-
turned. ;E‘hey had scareely got back,
when a signal was made at Cabrita
Point, and they again put about. Our
attention was engaged by this manceu-
vre; and, upon investigating the cause,
we discovered a sloop standing toward
the garrison from the eastward. If
this vessel had continued the course she
then steered, she might undoubtedly
have reached the rock : whether, how-
ever, it was owing to the westerly cur-
rent off Europa, or the ignorance of
the crew, we could not determine; in
the course of an hour she drove so
considerably to leeward asto be out
of the protection of our guns, and, after
receiving several discharges of round
and grape from the gun-boats, was
boarded by the enemy. Sir Charles
Knowles, I{a.rt. (who since Captain Cur-

rture commanded in the bay),
several barges out to her as-
sistance, but to no purpose. A boat,
with five of her crew, escaped to the
Fnrrinon. and informed us she was
aden with sugar and tea from Fal-
mouth. Soon afterwards a Danish
dogger was brought to an anchor in
the bay, by a gun from Europa: she
was lagen with rice and pilchards from
England. A flag of truce on the 9th
went witha letter to the Duke; and, in
the evening, another brought over En-
sign Lewis, of the 58th regiment, with
a quarter-master and a volunteer of the
25th, who had been taken in the Mi-
nerva brig, with the ba , &e., of
the 25th and 59th regiments. This
flag also brought over other prisoners.
By these gentlemen, we learned that
an engagement had taken place between
Lord Howe and Admiral Cordova, and
that the latter was returned into port
with his fleet much shattered.

After the departure of the fleets,
little attention was paid by the enemy
to the blockade. Not one cruiser was
now to be seen in the Straits or to the
eastward, and few vessels of force were
stationed at Cabrita Point. The idea
of gaining Gibraltar, either by force or
stratagem, seemed at length to be to-
tally relinquished. Their cannonade
from the land nevertheless was conti-
nued ; but, as it gradually diminished,
and scarce exceeded at this time 250
rounds in the 24 hours, we imagined
it would in a short time totally cease.
The St. Philip’'s Castle, and several
ordnance-ships, had left the bay the
evening of the 8th; and, on the 10th
and 12th, two lig-l‘:t vessels came to Al-
geziras, which, from their appearance,
were thought to be of the latter. On
the 12th, a flag of truce went with a
letter to the Duke. Whilst it was out
the enemy’s gun-boats commenced a
smart cannonade upon the St. Michael
(which was now refitted), whilst their
mortar-boats bombarded our camp.
We returned their fire, and two of the
mortar-boats retired very early, the
others following them in about an hour.
Three or four shot were fired through
the St. Michael, but no other damage
was received. Our flag returned just
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as the cannonade ceased. As it ng-
robable that the enemy might

renew their attacks upon the prize,
lonel Williams, who commanded the
artillery, ordered more mortars to be
distributed along the sea-line, from the
King’s bastion to the New mole fort.
The 15th, a iment quimed their
camp; and at night their workmen
raised about 20 traverses in the rear of
their advanced boyau, extending from
the parallel about half the leu;gdx of the
work. Our fire at this period was va-
riable. The day following, between
20 and 30 transports, with troops on
board, sailed under convoy of two fri-
gates for the westward. Their artillery
also about this time removed most of
the ordnance from their park to the
landing place, where we numbered
80 cannon and 5 mortars, with a
t quantity of shot and shells ready

r embarkation. The 17th, a xebeque
and several armed vessels and gun-
boats anchored at Cabrita Point, as if
they had determined to renew the block-
ade. Three days after, all the Spanish
prisoners taken in the St. Michael (ex-
cepting a few who chose to remain be-
hind) were sent to the camp. The
Spanish officers, on this occasion, in-
formed us that there had been an en-
gagement between the British and
combined fleets, which had ended to
the advantage of the former. In the
evening of the 20th, a party of about
100 men were seen to go from the east-
ern part of the enemy’s parallel to the
back of the rock. e could not at
that time account for the marching of
these troops. The small craft conti-
nued at Cabrita Point; the men-of-war
and larger vessels being at anchor off
the Orange-grove. Four sail of the line
and three frigates, beside xebeques, &e.,
were now in the bay. The enemy, on

" - the 21st and 22nd, embarked a vast

quantity of powder from their d
Fyl;e on board the men-ofr‘!::r.
Most of the spare ordnance had already
been shipped on board, and others were
removing daily toward the beach.

Two boats arrived on the 23rd from
Portugal : they brought certain intelli-
ﬁ“ of the preceding action between

fleets. The particulars of this in-

telligence were, that a partial action
had taken place between the British of
34 ships, and the combined fleets of 46
ships of the line; that, though the lat-
ter had the weather-gage, they stu-
diously avoided a close engagement;
and, r a cannonade of several hours,
hauled their wind and directed their
course to Cadiz. The same day Lien-
tenant John M‘Kenzie, of the 73rd, was
dangerously wounded at Willis's. The
enemy’s fire now scarcely exceeded 150
rounds. Two more boats got in from
Faro the night of the 26th. Our suc-
cess in obtaining these welcome sup-
plies rendered the enemy more vigilant
and active to intercept them. Every
boat, even friends, which approached
the rock, raised their suspicion.

Though every appearance in their
camp indicated that thei had given up
all hopes of subduing the garrison by
force, their parties on the isthmus con-
tinued to be very busy, and some even-
ings they made additions of traverses
to their works. Heavy timber was also
brought forward to- the parallel, but
for what purpose we could not then
imagine. Their advanced parties had
likewise the audacity frequently to ap-
proach half-way upon the causeway
from Bay-side; but, the artillery hav-
ing orders to scour the gardens, and
the neighbourhood of Bay-side, with
grape from the Old mole, their curi-
osity in a short time was pretty well
cooled. Toward the close of this month,
the enemy’s fire became more faint and
ill directed, whilst ours was more ani-
mated and effectnal. Our engineers
continued to be constantly engaged.
The rebuilding of the whole flank of
the Prince of Orange’s bastion, 120
feet in length, with solid masonry
(which was now nearly finished), in
the face of such ;l)owerful artillery, can
scarcely be paralleled in any siege.

In the beginning of December, the
Achilles ordnance ship, with two or
three boats, arrived from England and
Portugal. The 6th, a Venetian ship
was driven by the current under the
guns of Europa. We fired to bring
her to, and the master instantly came
ashore and informed us she was bound
.to London; but, before he could re-
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turn, his vessel was boarded by three
gun-boats, which towed her to Alge-
ziras. The master then came into the
ison, and at night was permitted to
llow his vessel. The following even-
ing a German deserted to us from the
alon guards. He informed us that
the enemy stationed every evening a
guard of 300 men near the Devil's
tower, where they had miners at work
in a cave, hoping to form a mine to
blow up the north part of the rock. We
paid no kind of attention at first to this
ntelligence, so ridiculous and even
chimerical the scheme appeared. Re-
collecting, however, that a party had
been observed to march that way some
evenings before, and remarking, upon
a closer inspection, that every evenin
a numerous body of men approach
along the eastern shore toward that
quarter, we began to give some credit
to this singular information.* The
above deserter also informed us that
the enemy had removed some ordnance
from the parallel, but that their guards
and advauced parties were still very
strong.

By this period, our ‘engineers had
penetrated a considerable distance in
the gallery above Farringdon’s battery,
and had opened 5 embrasures to the
front of the rock ; and, to have a more
secure communication to this singular
work, a covered way was sunk, by
blasting the rock from the above-men-
tioned battery to the entrance of the
gallery. The success with which this
work had been prosecuted, and the
considerable advan which pro-
mised to result from it when finished,
induced the governor to order that a
similar battery, but only for 2 guns,
should be made in the rock near
Crouchett’s battery, above the Prince
of Hesse's bastion ; and the workmen
had now made some advances therein.
On the 12th, a guard-boat of the St
Michael, with 2 officers and 7 sailors,
went over to the enemy. We after-

* In 1727, the besiegers formed the design
of blowing up Willis's batteries by a mine;
but it is imagined they found it impracticable,
as they never attempted to spring the mine,
though the Journal of that Siege mentions it
was loaded.

wards learned from the officers, who
returned in a flag of truce, that the
sailors rose upon them, saying they
were resolved to go over to the enemy :
that Lieut. Small, who commanded the
boat, drew his hanger, and attempted a
stroke at the man who was spokesman
upon the occasion; but that he was
knocked down by the coxswain with
the tiller of the rudder: that, whilst
he was thus senseless, they had it in
debate to throw him overboard; but,
by the intercession of the young mid-
sl:Jl,ipmm, he was preserved, and, when
taken ashore, was some time before he
recovered.

The enemy’s parties under the rock,
near the Devil’s tower, began now to
engage our curiosity. Every part of
the north front was explored, to en-
deavour, if ible, to discover what
they were about. At length, on the
15th, a place was found above Green's
lodge, whence we could distinguish a
part of their work, The communica-
tion with this post, being along a level
beach, was greatly exposed to our fire.
When their parties were discovered
advancing from the east flank of the
64-gun battery, our artillery at Willis’s
and on the heights prepared to salute
them. They were permitted to ap-
proach unmolested within 200 or 300
yards, when a general volley was dis-
charged of ecohorn-shells, with grape,
seconded by the mortars on the Levant
battery, loaded with hand-shells, or
grenades, quilted together. A chance,
or mine, was sometimes sprung upon
them from the top, when they
nearly got under the rock; the stones
from which added not a little to their
confusion and loss. Notwithstandin,
that they were in this manner obligeg
every evening to pass the gantelope of
our fire, they continued to bring ma-
terials, and maintained their post with
surprising obstinacy. Some of the
guard were seen frequently, in the day,
to advance from their cover: a party
of Corsicans, who hitherto had done no
other duty than guard the prisoners on
Windmill-hill, were ordered therefore
to the post above Green’s lodge, to fire
wall-pieces upon those that appeared
from below.
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A flag of truce went from the gar-
rison on the 17th. The Spanish aide-
de-camp informed us that preliminaries
of a general peace were expected to be
signed in the course of the month. The
succeeding day another flag went from
the governor with letters to the Duke:
it had scarcely returned, when 29 gun
and mortar boats commenced a spirited
attack upon the St. Michael, and other
ships, at anchor off Buena Vista.
Since these boats had made a custom
of firing upon the garrison, we never
remarked them to be arranged with
more judgment, or to behave with
greater gallantry, than they did on this
occasion. The mortar-boats composed
the centre division, and a division of
gun-boats was arranged on each flank ;
their line of battle extending about 2
miles. They got their distance the
first round, and retained it with such
precision, that almost every shell fell
within 50 yards of the St. Michael,
which was the chief object of their
attack. The 74th shell fell on board,
about mid-ship; pierced the first, and
broke on the lower deck; killed 4, and
wounded 11 sailors, 3 of them mor-
tally. After this accident, Sir Charles
Knowles, being apprehensive of the
most fatal consequences if a shell
should fall into the magazine, removed
the powder, through the opposite port-
holes, into a launch, which was imme-
diately towed under the rock : 80 bar-
rels, which could not be removed,
were thrown into the sea. The enem
still maintained a warm fire, but, it is
imagined, did not observe that any had
fullen on board the ship. Several
shells carried away ornaments and
parts of her rigging: fortunately how-
ever she received no further injury.
Not one shell came ashore from the
boats. Captain Gibson, at the com-
mencement of the action, rowed out
with 8 gun-Loats from the New mole,
and very warmly attacked their north-
ern division. On his appearing in
motion, 3 parapet boats advanced from
the O -grove to take our boats in
flank., One of this number was how-
ever soon disabled by the garrison, and
the other two joined the main body.
When the enemy had expended their

ammuuition, the mortar-boats retired,
and the gun-hoats covered their retreat
in a most beautiful manner. They
stood towards the Orange-grove, and
embarked some of their crews on board
the men-of-war. Three of the line-of-
battle ships, two frigates, and a xebeque,
with several bomb-ketches, and other
vessels, which were all laden with mi-
litary stores, sailed to the westward.
The enemy’s land batteries, as is men-
tioned before, were gradually diminish-
ing in their fire; but, upon this occa-
sion, they supported the boats from
the bay with a very animated addi-
tional cannonade.

The remainder of the enemy’s ships,
laden with military stores, sailed on the
night of the 19th from the Orange-
grove to the westward. The wind
continued easterly; and, on the sue-
ceeding night, or rather the morning
of the 21st, blew so strong a gale, that
the St. Michael was driven from her
anchors more than half-bay over:
every exertion was made to recover
her station, but all proved ineffectual ;
when fortunately an eddy-wind brought
her about, and Sil: Charles Knowles
was happy to run her und within
the New mole on a saumnk south of
the tank, The gale was so powerful
on Windmill-hill, that the tents of the
59th regiment were torn from the
pickets, and carried a considerable dis-
tance from the camp-ground. To ob-
viate the like disagreeable circum-
stances in future, that regiment was
removed to encamp in Southport diteh,
opposite Sydow’s (formerly Harden-
berg’s) regiment. This arrangement
obliged the town-parade to be changed ;
and the guards afterwards assembied -
on the Red sands, which continues at
this time to be the general parade. In
the course of the day, the St. Michael
was warped into deep water, and
moored in the New mole. At nighta
deserter came in: he informed us that
the enemy had 20 miners at work near
the Devil's tower, protected by a
strong guard; that we annoyed their
communfcation with that post very
much, andevery evening killed and -
wounded many men. In consequence
of this intelligence, our fire toward
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‘that quarter was increased. A flag of
truce, on the 20th, had informed us
that the women belonging to the 25th
and 59th regiments were at the enemy’s
eamp, waiting more moderate weather,
to be sent by water into the ison.
The 22nd, they were received; but,
upon their landing, they were con-
ducted to the Naval hospital, where
some few of them were detained by
the faculty as exceptionable. Lieut.
Small, of the navy, came over on the
23rd, in a flag of truce. He told us
the enemy’s small craft had materially
suffered from the storm which had so
ﬁ_"reatl endan, the St. Michael.

he tv)uc de Crillon, the day follow-
ing, visited the parallel, and was pre-
sent in the western boyau, whilst an
engineer picketed out a work at the
extremity of it, near the beach. At
intervals, we could now distinctly hear
the explosion of the mines in the
enemy's cave or gallery at the Devil's
tower. Few men were however to be
seen in that neighbourhood ; though at
night they continued the reliefs, and
brought materials as usual.

In the afternoon of the 25th, being
Christmas-day, we observed the gun
and mortar boats in motion, and, about
four o'clock, 18 of the former and 11 of
the latter advanced from Algeziras, ap-
parently with an intention of renewing
their attack upon the unfortunate St.
Michael ; but, 11 of our gun-boats, un-
der the personal orders of Sir Charles
Knowles, opposing them, the centre di-
vision of mortar-boats, and the south-
ward division, stood toward Europa, and
began a warm bombardment upon our
camr; throwing their shells indiserimi-
nately from Windmill-hill to South
shed. Our gun-boats in this action be-
haved with t gallantry, directing
their opposition entirel inst the
mortar-boats ; the fire of which they in
a great measure diverted from the ship-
ping. A blind shell nevertheless fell
into the ward-room of the St. Michael ;
and another shell carried away the
mizen-mast of the Porcupine frigate,
and burst in the state cabin. Seven or
eightshells fell within the hospital-wall:
one exploded in a ward, and killed and
wounded several of the sick. Several

houses and sheds were also destroyed,
and others considerably injured. In
short, it was thought to be the warmest
attack we had ever experienced from
the -boats; and our men, being
mostly in spirits after their Christmas
dinner, were consequently less upon
their guard. One was killed, and seven
were wounded, in the camp. As our
artillery had time to prepare, the ene-
my’s cannonade was returned with
great vivacity; but the mortar-boats
and southward division had taken so
judicious a station, that few ordnance
could be brought to bear upon them.
We had nevertheless some reason to
conclude their loss was superior to our
own. Their land batteries (with the
addition of Fort St. Philip and the
Black battery, which had been silent
some time) upon this occasion, as upon
the last, increased their fire upon the
town. We therefore had the enmemy
upon our whole front, from Europa
Point to Landport. At a quarter past
six o'clock the mortar-boats retired,
and were covered in their retreat by
the gun-boats, as before.* This dis-
honourable and cruel mode of prose-
cuting the war, we had reason to think,
wou]g be continued till a peace should
put an end to all hostilities. The ene-
my had been very industrious in im-
pressing this pleasing information on
the memories of the women who had
been lately detained by the weather in
their camp. They were told, for their
comfort, that, as the besiegi:(f army
had been reluctantly compelled to re-
linquish the idea of recovering Gibral-
tar, they were determined to harass
and alarm the garrison by successive
attacks from the gun and mortar boats,

* It was during this attack that the mate-
rials from which this work is compiled were
in the most imminent dnnﬁer of being entirely
destroyed.—A 13-inch shell from the enemy’s
mortar-boats, falling above the camp s
rolled along the road leading from Buena
Vista and entered the author's uee,
brushing the pillow of his bed, and lodging
closely under the corner of the bedstead ;
though lighted when it entered, and though
its force must have been greatly s“aent in the
ricochets before it entered, the fuse luekily
broke as it lodged within, and the marquee,
with its contents, by that fortunate circum-
stance was preserved.

.
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which, for the purpose of having regu-
lar reliefs, were to be increased in num-
ber : thus, by being exposed to a re-
vengeful enemy, the prospect before
us ised to be more irksome and
vexatious than the more interesting
period which had passed.
Although the enemy’s fire from the
isthmus was almost discontinued, the
vernor, towards the conclusion of
ber, made up for their deficiency
by a more animated discharge than
usual: every night the whole north
front appeared a continued line of fire.
The Devil's tower chiefly engaged his
attention : their guard at this post was
generally relieved about seven or eight
o'clock in the evening, if not prevented
by our fire. The work of sand-bags,
which we could see from one spot, was
totally destroyed ; and the sloping tim-
bers which they had placed against the
rock to protect them from the over-
head fire, were much shattered by the
weighty fragments of rock which were
hurled upon them from above. The
night of the 27th, the enemy opened
three embrasures in the epaulment at
the east end of the 64-gun battery. The
embrasures were then masked, and, the
succeeding evening, were faced with
fascines. The night of the 29th, they
raised a work of sand-bags, of about
100 feet in extent, at the western ex-
tremity of the mew boyau. It was
picketed out when the Duke was pre-
sent, and extended to the rear at right
angles with the epaulment. The 30th,
19 and mortar boats came out of
the river Palmones, where they gene-
rally retired to repair, after firing upon
the garrison. The evening of the suc-
ceeding day being very calm, and some
movements being observed amongst
them, we expected they would com-
mence the new year with another visit:
but we were happily disappointed.
Since we were sufficiently persuaded of
the conduct which the enemy had de-
termined to pursue for the remainder
of the war, the governor again adopted
the idea of retaliation : the gun mounted
on Colonel Williamson’s elevated car-
i was removed to the Old mole
head, and other preparations were made
to aunnoy their camp, when the boats

should renew their attack. In the
course of December several vessels and
boats arrived with stores and supplies.
Others likewise left the bay, andp flags
of truce frequently passed between the
governor ani the Duke. Their purport
was not, however publicly known.

The last day of December, a party
of the navy fished up one of the guns
from the wreck of the battering-ships ;
and the following day, the 1st of Ja-
nuary, 1783, the gun, which was of iron
and a 26-pounder, was drawn in pro-
cession by the British tars, with a Spa-
nish ensign, which had been taken
from on board one of the ships, dis-
played over it, and attended by a band
of music, playing “God save the
King.” *

OQur observations made uwpon the
enemy’s proceedings at the Devil’s
tower were as yet very unsatisfactory,
though, by the enterprising activity of
a serjeant in the artificers, we knew
that they were in reality at work in a
cave: for he had descended, by means
of ropes and ladders, so low down the
face of the rock as to see the mouth of
the cave, and hear the people converse.
Early, therefore, on the morning of
the 4th, three of the governor’s staff
went in a barge, protected by two gun-
boats, to reconnoitre this post. Their
curiosity prompted them to approach
nearer than was perhaps prut{)ent, as
the guard fired musketry upon them,
and a gun or two were discharged from
Fort Barbara. Soon after they returned,
the new 3-gun battery, at the east end
of the 64-gun battery, was unmasked,
though the guns were under metal.” In
the afternoon of the same day, the gun
and mortar boats advanced in two divi-
sions from Algeziras, and, when half-
bay over, were joined by a third divi-
sion of five from Cabrita Point, consist-
ing in all of thirty-three. The centre
division of sixteen, principally mortar-

* Many more of these guns were afterwards
recovered from the wrecks ; and most of them,
being of brass, were sold ; the produce of the
sales, and other moneys arising from the head-
money granted by Parliament for the batter-
ing-ships, and the sale of the St, Michael prize,
were proportioned in shares to the garrison
and marine brigade.—See Appendix.
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boats, was warmly attacked by Sir
Charles Knowles, with eleven of ours,
whilst the northern division was as
briskly annoyed from the King’s bas-
tion. This division of twelve gun-boats
had the boldness to approach within
the range of graBe, and suffered very
considerably. ne was undoubtedly
sunk by a howitzer shell, and others
were greatly damaged. Two of the
mortar-boats were also driven from
the line, and several others were ob-
served to be in confusion. The land-
batteries, which had been silent since
the Duke had visited the lines on the
2nd of January, seconded the attack by
sea with a very animated fire. The bay
being calm, and little wind blowing to
carry off the smoke, the appearance of
this attack altogether, from the extent
of the front en , was tremendous.
Lieutenant Hol?:way. of the engineers,
aide-de-camp to General Green, was
wounded by a splinter of a shell, which
fell opposite to General de la Motte’s
quarters at the southward, where the
staff at the southward usually assem-
bled upon these occasions. Two men
were killed, and one wounded, in the
garrison ; but the seamen had no eca-
sualties. The St. Michael also on this
occasion escaped ; and it was remarked
not one shell fell near the hospital.
When the boats had expended 83 shot
and 206 shells, they retired: from the
isthmus 578 shot and 102 shells were
discharged in this short period.

When our artillery had put the bat-
teries in order, a party was detached,
about eight in the evening, to the Old
mole ; and upward of 100 rounds of
red-hot shot, with large and small
shells, were thrown into the enemy’s
camp: all appeared to answer, except
the heavy shells, the fuses of which
were in general too short for the range.
The following morning, several pieces
of a gun-boat, an oar, with some bread,
garlic, &c., wereseen floating in the bay,
and gathered by our boats, El"his served
to strengthen our conjecture of the pre-
ceding evening, that one of their gun-
boats had been sunk in the action. In
the evening, about nine o’clock, our
northern guards were surprised with a
sudden discharge of musketry on the

causeway, and in the neighbourhood of
Bay-side : it was immediately returned
from Landport and the lines, with a
few rounds of grape from Covert-
battery ; after which there was a dead
silence. The next morning a bloody
hat, with several shot-holes through it,
was taken up near Bay-side. We could
not otherwise account for this firing
than by supposing that some of the
enemy, attempting to desert, had been
observed and pursued. One or two of
our own men in the Fléche were
wounded by the scattered grape-shot
from the Covert-port battery.

The evening of the 9th, the enemy
paraded with only 23 boats, seemingly
with an intention of renewing their at-
tack upon the shipping and garrison ;
but Sir Charles appearing with his
small force, his opponents thought
proper to retire. We were however
alarmed, early the next morning, by
their firing upon the garrison: they
approached very cautionsly, and di-
rected their fire towards the New mole.
Sir Charles Knowles had his boats soon
manned ; but had not been long out
before one of them was unfortunately
sunk by a splinter from one of our own
shells which burst in the air. The
crew were instantly taken up by their
friends, and the boat towed in. The
land batteries opened as before, and
continued - firing until the boats re-
treated. Our shipping received no
damage, nor were any seamen hurt;
but in the garrison we had 1 killed
and 15 or 16 wounded, beside a Jew,
an inhabitant. One of their shells fell
into the north pavilion of the South
barracks, and burst upon the second
floor: the officers were luckily out;
for the rooms, above and below, were
totally destroyed. When the smoke
had sufficiently dispersed, we numbered
38 boats, but (as their sterns were to-
wards us) could not distinguish how
many carried mortars. The governor
saluted their camp in the evening from
the Old mole. A boat arrived on the
11th from Faro, with dispatches to the
governor. The Brilliant frigate was
ordered soon afterwards to be pre-
pared for sea.

The enemy’s cannonade from the
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land, except when the gun-boats fired,
was at this time so trifling that it
scarcely deserved the name of a con-
tinuation. Our engineers were there-
fore employed in repairing the curtain
of the Grand battery, the north face
and flank of Montague’s bastion, with
the adjoining curtain ; and, though the
men were much exposed in this duty,
the enemy seldom if ever molested
them, Tzeir parties continued bring-
ing various materials from the parallel
to the post at the Devil's tower. We
never allowed them to pass, or even
agpear, without a tremendous volley
of shells and grape, and fragments of
. stones discharged from the summit of
the rock. But our artillery were not
solely engaged with the enemy in this
quarter ; every annoyance that could
be devised was directed against them
in all quarters. The ordnance, since
the arrival of the last dispatches from
Faro, were kept in as quick action as
the metal would permit. A party of
Corsicans were also stationed in the
lines to punish their patroles, who fre-
quently Ea.d the audacity to approach
within a few yards of the extremity.
The evenings of the 18th and 19th, the
enemy played off a number of rockets
and other fireworks at Algeziras, ac-
companied with several discharges of
cannon. They likewise saluted us
from the lines with a volley of shells,
and 21 rounds of shot. e could not
divine the cause of these rejoicings.
On the 25th some sparks of fire com-
municating to an ammunition box at
Middle-hill guard, the contents blew
up, and carried away great part of the
wall and guard-house, bruising and
burning several of the guard. The
engineers were immediately ordered to
repair the breach, and not quit the post
till the works were in their original
state. A reinforcement of a subal-
tern from the line, with a drum and
21 rank and file, was ordered likewise
to join that gnard every evening; and
other regulations relative to it were
estahlished.

On the 29th Lieut. Angelo Raffaeli,
of the Corsican company, was slightly
wounded in the lines. the evening,
the gun and mortar boats, in number

28, fired upon our shipping and the
camp. They took their stations off Eu-
ropa and Rosia, apparently determined
to avoid the fire from the King’s bas-
tion (which they had found so fatal to
these enterprises), and directed their
fire principally against the Brilliant
frigate, which was then at anchor off
Buena Vista, and the St. Michael in the
New mole. Their land batteries opened
at the same time, directing a furious
cannonade into the town, and along
our northern front. The garrison re-
turned their fire with great vivacity,
though not with their usual success.
Our %nn-boats were also unfortunate,
one of them being damaged very early
in the action, and obliged to be towed in.
‘We had 3 men killed, and 11 wounded ;
6 of whom were of the 59th regiment.
The enemy discharged from their boats
236 shot and 225 shells; and from the
isthmus, 555 shot and 245 shells; after
which, the former retired, and the lat-
ter were silent. The next day 4 gun-
boats fired upon the Brilliant, en pas-
sant, but soon retired. At night, a
soldier of the artillery, who hagbeen
punished some time before, threw him-
self down the precipice from the
Queen’s battery at Willis’s : he 'r;med
so quickly by the men on duty, that he
was scarcely seen ; and was not known
till he was missing the next morning.
In the course of the month, one of the
25th regiment deserted, and another of
the 58th (who had been entertained
from the number that remained behind
of the prisoners who were taken in the
battering-ships) was retaken in attempt-
ing to get away. Two boats came in
also from Faro, and a third was inter-
cepted in her passage.

February was introduced by an ani-
mated fire from the ison. Every
part of the enemy’s works felt the
effects of our artillery. Thus affairs
were proceeding, when, on the 2nd,
letters from the Duc de Crillon in-
formed the governor that the preli-
minaries of a general had been
signed between Great Britain, France,
and Spain. When the boats met, the
Spaniards rose up with rts of
joy, and cried out, “ We are all friends ;”
delivering the letters with the greatest

M
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t satisfaction. They could not
us what were the terms of the
3 which occasioned some an
E the relative to the fate
of Gibraltar. Pmiml{at: the boats
meeting, the enemy disc about
30 rounds, l':;; :&ever, after the letters
were delivered, fired upon the &nn’ison.
Our artillery also ceased in the even-
ing. The mysa.\:ﬁm'c:ls, the mcceeding
day, advan from their works, an
conversed with our sentries in the lines,
expressing their satisfaction that we
were no longer enemies. This inter-
course was, however, forbidden by the
vernor, who ordered the guards to
inform those who approached our works
that all correspondence of this nature
was to be suspended, till official ac-
counts were received from England of
the . General Eliott answered
the ms letter on the 3rd, and or-
dered the captain of artillery to fire an
elevated shot, from Willis's, over any
ies which might pass between their
lel and the Devil's tower. The
ke, on the 5th, informed the governor
that the blockade by sea was discon-
tinued; in consequence of which, a
placard was published in the garrison,
signifying that the port of Gibraltar
was again open. ‘About noon, an ele-
vated gun was wantonly fired over
their works, which was the last shot
fired in this siege.

This return of tranquillity, this pro-
g:lct of plenty, and relief from the
daily vexations of so tedious a siege,
could not fail to diffuse a general j
throughout the garrison. Indeed suc
feelings are seldom experienced; they
baffle all attempts to describe them:
far beyond the pleasure resulting from
private instances of success or good for-
tune, ours was a social happiness; and
the benevolent sentiments acted upon
the heart with additional energy, on
the prospect of meeting those as gends
with whom we had been so long en-

d in a succession of hostilities.

e Duke, on the 6th, informed the
g_ce)envmor that the preliminaries had
) signed the 20th of January at
‘Paris, and that Gibraltar was to remain
in the pc ion of Great Britain.
From 'this period, operations on both

sides were suspended ; each party anx-
iously waiting official aceuu.n::yfrom
England of peace. Toward the
close of the month, the Duke began
to withdraw some of the ordnance from
the advanced batteries, and to remove
materials from the parallel to the
camp. The garrison, on the other
ham{ were employed in making re-
pairs,and in arranging various matters,
which could not before be attended to.
Several ships, and a number of boats,
arrived from England and Portugal ;
80 that provisions became every day
more abundant, and consequently the
prices of articles more moderate.

In the beginning of March, a schooner
arrived from Barbary, with a letter ac-
companyiug a present of bullocks for
the governor. We were ignorant of
the contents of the letter: but, it was
imagined, the subject was to uest a
renewal of our friendship. Twrs?:ﬂioers
and 24 Corsicans, who in their
to Gibraltar had been chased asEore on
the coast of Barbary by the Spaniards,
arrived also in this boat, The former
informed us, that, upon the commence-
ment of the attack of the battering-
ships on the preceding 13th of Septem-
ber, the Moors at Tangier repaired to
their mosques, imploring Heaven in
behalf of their old allies; and that, on
receiving accounts of the defeat of the
enemy, they made public rejoicing, and

ve every demonstration of their af-

ection for the English nation.

‘When the cessation of hostilities took
place, parleys were almost daily passing
between the governor and the Duke;
and ‘the Spanish aides-de-camp never
omitted expressing their surprise that
the governor had not yet heard from
England. Their patience as well as
ours was mnearly exhausted, when the
lonﬁ-expected rigate arrived on the
10th of March: but, for some time,
even when she had got into the bay,
she kept us in suspense, b st.eer't:g
close along the Spanish s{ore, aj
showing no colours. At length, how- -
ever, the British ensign was displayed,
and the anxious garrison saluted her
with a eral huzza. She was the
Thetis frigate, Capt. Blankett; and,
soon after she anchored, Sir Roger
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Curtis (who had been knighted for his
conduct on the 14th of September)
landed with dispatches for the governor.,
The Duc de Crillon sent a parley to
the garrison in the evening, which was
answered the succeeding day. The
subject of this correspondence probably
was to appoint an interview between
the generals, as, on the 12th, his Grace,
attended by his suite, came down to the
extremity of the western boyau, and
sent an aide-de-camp to inform the go-
vernor he was arrived. General Eliott,
attended by Lieut. Koehler, his aide-
p, soon afterwards rode out by
Lower Forbes’s, and was met by the
Duke on the beach, half-way between
the works and Bay-side barrier. Both
merals instantly dismounted and em-
gem. When the common salutations
were over, they conversed about half an
hour, and then returned to their re-
spective commands. The cannon in
nﬁf Spanish batteries were now all dis-
mounted ; and large parties were daily
removing them, with ammunition, also
various materials, from their post at
the Devil's tower to the lines and
camp. As their guards were now con-
siderably diminished, numbers of de-
serters were daily coming over to the
garrison. They were principally fo-
reigners ; and the reason they gave was
a dislike to the Spanish service.

The Duke, on the 18th, sent the go-
vernor a present of a grey Andalusian
horse. g‘he 22nd, the St. Michael
man-of-war sailed for England, where
she happily arrived safe. The day
following, the governor, accompanied
by General Green, the chief engineer,
with their aides-de-camp, met the
Duke m the Spanish works: they were
conducted by his Grace through the
whole, and afterwards to the cave at
the Devil's tower. The governor
dined with the Duke at San Rogque,
and returned in the evening. The 31st,
the Duc de Crillon, accompanied by
the Marquis de Saya, Prince de Maza-
rano, Counts de Jamaique and de Se-
rano, Don , the intendant, and
Capt. Tendon, returned the visit. The

vernor received his Grace near
ﬁrbes’s; and on entering the garrison,
a salute was fired of 17 pieces of cannon

from the Grand battery. When the
Duke appeared within the walls, the
soldiers saluted him with a general
huzza ; which being unexpected by his
Grace, it was said greatly con
him. The reason however being ex-
plained, he seemed highly pleased with
the old English custom’; and, as he
passed up the main street, where the
ruinous and desolate appearance of the
town attracted a good deal of his obser-
vation, his Grace behaved with great
affability,

The officers of the garrison were in-
troduced by corps to the Duke, at the
convent. When the artillery were
mentioned, he received them 'in the
most flattering manner :  Gentlemen,”
said his Grace, addressing himself to
them, “I would rather see you here as
friends, than on your batteries as ene-
mies, where,” added he, « you never
spared me.” The Duke afterwards
visited the batteries on the heights. At
Willis’s he made some remarks on the
formidable appearance of the lower de-
fences ; observing, whilst he pointed to-
wards the Old mole battery, that, * had
not his opinion been overruled, he
should have directed all his efforts
against that part of the garrison.” The
good state of our batteries in so short a
period produced some compliments to
the chief engineer; and, when con-
ducted iuto the gallery above Farring-
don’s battery,* Eils Grace was particu-
larly astonished, especially when he
was informed of its extent, which at
that time was between 500 and 600 feet.
Turning to his suite, after exploring
the extremity, “These works,” he ex-
claimed, “are worthy of the Romans.”
After dinner (at which were present
the generals and brigadiers in the gar-
rison, with their suites), he passed
through the camp to Europa, each re-
giment turning out without arms, and
giving three cheers. The youth and
good appearance of the troops much en-
gaged his attention. When his cu-
riosity was gratified in that quarter, he
returned, and was conducted about 8
o'elock without Landport, being sa-
luted with 17 cannon on his departure,

* Now called Windsor.
-y &)
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His horse startled at the flash of the
and almost, if not entirely, un-
him; but he escaped without
being hurt. The Duke, in the course
of the conversation at dinner, paid
many handsome compliments to the
vernor and ison for their noble
efence. “ He exerted himself (he
said) to the utmost of his abilities ; and,
though he had not been successful, yet
he was happy in having his sovereign’s
approbation of his conduct.”
ore the Duc de Crillon entered
the garrison, the Comte de Ruffigniac,
colonel in the French service (who, the
reader may remember, was very press-
ing for ittance into the garrison
some few days after the defeat of the
bauering-st!:lips, and who, for the sole
purpose of seeing the place, had re-
mained behind his brigade), was ad-
mitted into the garrison without the
Duke’s knowledge ; and, being in the
fléche at Landport when the Duke was
approaching from Forbes’s, his Grace
could not avoid seeing him. As he
had entered without the Duke’s per-
mission, his Grace requested he might
not see him at the convent; and the
Count, being informed of this, with-
drew into the garrison, apparently much
chagrined at the Duke's particularity.
When his Grace returned, it was said,
orders were given not to permit the
Count to go back by way of the lines.
The following evening, however, after
satisfying his curiosity in the garrison,
he returned.
The 2nd of April the Due de Crillon
%Iuined the camp to repair to Madrid.
¢ was succeeded in command by
Lieut.-General the Marquis de Saya, or
Zaya, who had accompanied his Grace
into the garrison, and (what was very
singular) had served as an officer at the
receding siege of Gibraltar in 1727.
rters still continued coming over
to us, and the Spaniards were employed
in removing materials from the neutral
ground to the lines. Letters often
between the Marquis and Ge-
neral Eliott; but, though the latter
requested to pay his compliments at
San Roque, the ‘etiquette observed by
the former (orders having been re-
ceived from Madrid to prevent all in-

tercourse) would not for some time

it him to receive the governor.

15th of April Sir Roger Curtis
sailed in the Brilliant frigate on an
embassy to the Emperor of Morocco:
he took with him, as a present, four
brass 26-pounders (which had been
weighed from the wreck of the batter-
ing-ships), with proportionable ammu-
nition.

His Majesty having been pleased to
confer upon the governor the Most
Honourable Order of the Bath,* as a
mark of his royal approbation for the
defence of Gibraliar; and having sig-
nified his pleasure by Sir Roger Curtis,
that Lieut.-General %oyd should act as
his Majesty’s representative in invest-
ing General Eliott with the insignia of
the order, which ceremony was to be
performed in as splendid and mag-
nificent a manner as the state of the
garrison would permit; the engineers,
soon after the arrival of the Thetis,
began to erect a colonnade upon the
rampart of the King’s bastion, that the
honours might be conferred where the
vietory was gained. By the 23rd of
April (St. George's day) the colonnade
was finished ; and, every preparation
for the ceremony being completed, the
governor commenced by communicat-
ing to the troops the thanks of their
king and country for their defence of
Gibraltar. Detachments from all the
regiments and corps, with all the officers
not on duty, were assembled in three
lines on the Red sands at eight o’clock
in the morning; and the governor
taking post in the centre of the second
line, and the usual compliments being

* This was not the only honour conferred
on the General for his services in defending
Gibraltar. Parliament voted him a handsome
pension for life; and his sovereign, ou his
return to Britain in 1787, gave him an ad-
ditional mark of his approbation by raisi
him to the British rage, by the style an
title of Lord Heathfield, Barcn Heathfield of
Gibraltar, with the honourable distinction of
bearing, in chief, with his own arms, the arms
of the rison,  General Boyd was also
honoured with the Order of the Bath, and
General Green distinguished by a baronetey.
After General Eliott s elevation to the peerage
he was mever employed on active service ;
and a short time afterwards he was attacked
with paralysis, of which he died, at his re-
sidence near Aix-la-Chapelle, aged 72.
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paid, his Excellency addressed himself
to the garrison as follows :—
“Gentlemen—I have assembled you
this day, in order that the officers and
soldiers may receive, in the most publie
manner, an authentic declaration trans-
mitted to me by the secretary of state,
expressing the high sense his Majesty
entertains of your meritorious conduct
in defence of this garrison. The King’s
satisfaction upon this event was soon
divulged to all the world, by his most
meus speech to both houses of Par-
1ament. The House of Lords and the
House of Commons not only made the
suitable professions in their addresses
to the throne, but have severally en-
Joined me to communicate their una-
nimous thanks by the following resolu-
tions : —
¢ Die Veneris, 13 Decembris, 1782.
¢ Resolved, nemine dissentiente,
by the Lords spiritual and
temporal, in Parliament as-
sembled, that this House doth
highly approve and acknow-
ledge the services of the offi-
cers, soldiers, and sailors,
lately employed in the de-
fence of Gibraltar; and that
General Eliott do signify the
same to them.”
* Die Jovis, 12 Decembris, 1782,
¢ Resolved, nemine contradicente,
that the thanks of this House
ECommona] be given to Lieut.-
eneral Boyd, Major-General
de la Motte, Major-General
Green, chief engineer; to Sir
Roger Curtis, Knt., and to the
officers, soldiers, and sailors,
lately employed in the de-
fence of Gibraltar.’”
The governor then proceeded:—

£ No army has ever been rewarded by

higher national honours: and it is well
- known how great, universal, and -
taneous were the rejoicings throughout
the kingdom upon the news of your
success. These must not only give you
inerresaib]e pleasure, but afford matter
of triumph to your dearest friends and
latest posterity. As a farther proof
how just your title is to such flattering
distinctions at home, rest assured, from

undoubted authority, that the mnations
in Europe and other parts are struck
with admiration of your gallant beha-
viour: even our late resolute and de-
termined antagonists do not scruple to
bestow the commendations due to such
valour and perseverance.

“Inow most warmly congratulate you
on these united and brilliant testimonies
of approbation, amidst such numerous,
such exalted tokens of applause: and
forgive me, faithful companions, if I
humbly crave your acceptance of my
grateful acknowledgments. 1 only
presume to ask this favour, as having
been a constant witness of your cheer-
ful submission to the greatest hardships,
your matchless spirit and exertions, and
on all occasions your heroic contempt
of every danger."

A grand feu-de-joie was then fired
by the line, each discharge commene-
ing with a royal salute of 21 guns.
Three cheers closed the ceremony.
The commander-in-chief, general and
field officers, afterwards withdrew ; and
the detachments (formed two deep)
marched into town, and lined e
streets leading from the convent, by
the Spanish church and Grand parade,
to the King’s bastion. About half-
past eleven o’clock, the procession be-
gan to move in the following order:
all uncovered, and two deep, except
the troops under arms.

MARSHAL.
Musie, 12th Regiment,
Playing
“See the conquering Hero comes.”
ARTILLERY.
QUARTER-MASTER-G ENERAL, and
ADJUTANT-GENERAL, Town-MaJsor,
and DepPuTY;

With other Staff of the Garrison.
First Division of Field Officers,
Youngest first.

Music 58th Regiment.

The ComM1ss10NER'S SECRETARY,
Bearing on a crimson velvet cushion
The Commission.

The Commiss1ONER’S AIDES-DE-CAMP,
LievT. GENERAL Boyp, the
Kine's CommissioNER.

The GOVERNOR'S SECRETARY,
Bearing, on a crimson velvet cushion,

N R N T TP S
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The T
Of the Order o% the Bath.

The Goverxor's Arpes-pE Camp,
as Esquires.
GENERAL ELIOTT,
The KxieaT Evecr;

Su pported by Generals De LA MorTE |

and GrREEN.
Aides-de-camp to the Major-Generals.
Masor-GeExerAL Picron.
His Aide-de-camp.

The Brigadier-Generals, eldest first.
Their Brigade Majors.
Musie, e la Motte’s.
Second Division of Field Officers,
Eldest first.

Musie, 56th Regiment.

The Grenadiers of the Garrison.

No compliment was paid to the
knight elect; but, as the commissioner
, each regiment, with the officers,
saluted. When the procession arrived
at the ecolonnade, the general and
field officers placed themstlves on each
side of the throne; the artillery
formed under the colonnade, and the
grenadiers fronting the bastion, along
the line-wall. The proper reverences
being made to the vacant throne, the
commissioner desired his seeretary to
read the commission: which being
done, he addressed the knight elect in
a short complimentary speech, taking
the riband at the conclusion, and plac-
inE it over the governor’s shoulder,
who inelined a little for that purpose:
three reverences were then a second
time made, and each took his seat on a
crimson velvet chair on each side of
the throne, the commissioner sitting on
* the right hand. The governor was no
sooner invested than the music struck
up “God save the King.” The grena-
diers fired a volley, and a grand dis-
charge of 160 pieces of cannon was
fired from the sea-line. The proces-
sion then passed forward through the
colonnade, and returned in the same
order. The detachments were after-
wards dismissed, and each non-com-
missioned officer and private received
a pound of fresh beef and a quart of
wine. The generals, with their suites,
and the field-officers, dined at the con-
veut. In the evening the colonnade

was illuminated with different-coloured

lam nndtrﬁ;ramt intings in the
hcr'seene: Sir oy f:gns’mn
Eliott, with the lieutenant-governor
and principal officers of the garrison,
assembling at the King’s bastion abont
nine o'clock, there was a display of
fire-works from the North and South
bastions, and the Spanish church; the
rincipal of which were fired from the
atter, being opposite to the company.

Thus, in festivity and with honour,
ended the labours of the garrison of
Gibraltar. During a period of three
years, seven months, and twelve days,
(that is from the commencement of the
blockade to the cessation of arms), we
had experienced a continued series of
watchfulness and fatigue, the horrors
of famine, and every harassing and
vexatious mode of attack which a
powerful, obstinate, and revengeful
enemy could devise. On reviewing
the transactions of this period, two cir-
cumstances cannot fail to strike the
attentive reader; viz. the very slow
manner in which the enemy proceeded
in their early operations, and the im-
possibility of maintaining so strict a
blockade as to prevent all communi-
cation by sea. To evince these, and
other circumstances not unimportant
to military readers, I have been re-
duced to greater accuracy and mi-
nuteness than ordinary historians are
obliged to observe; and instead of the
acuteness of investigation, or a splendid
sententiousness, I have been necessi-
tated to pursue the narrative, almost
uninterruptedly, in the tedious form of
a journal. I have not presumed to in-
tersperse many animadversions of my
own: the only merit to which I can
lay any claim, is that of a faithful nar-
ration of facts; and I confess-I would
at any time rather walk in the beaten
track of truth, than mislead the judg-
ment of my readers in the wilds of
fancy and conjecture.

A return of casualties is annexed,
also the expenditure of ammunition,
both by the enemy and the garrison.
These papers, as well as the estimate
of provisions, I thought better to throw
into the form of an Appendix,than to in-
terrupt the narrative by their insertion.
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APPENDIX. :

ETAT GE'NERAL DE L'ARME'E ESPAGNOLE ET FRANCOISE
EMPLOYEE AU SIE'GE DE GIBRALTAR,

SOUS LES ORDRES DE SON EXCELLENCE LE DUC DE CRILLON.

E'TAT MAJOR DE L'ARME'E ESPAGNOLE.
GE'NE'BAL EN CHEF LE- CAPITAINE-GE'NE'RAL DUC DE CRILLON.

e

Lieutenans-Généraux. Mauréchaux de Camp. Brigadiers.

D’Abarea, Le Marquis de Zayas d Maut- , De Garcia de
Commandant-Général des  Commandant des Gardes Wal- la Mora.  De Galazar.
Ingénieurs. ones. D'Allenes. De Gersale.

Le Comte de Lasey, De Tilly, Colonel d'Artillerie. D’ Horces. Druhat.
Commandant Géaéral de De Teller, Commandt. des Gardes De Betehart. De Vedia.
TArtillerie, Espaguoles. Dlmperioli. Le Comte de

De Habor, D'Oliver, Major-Général de 1'In- Bussy.

Le Comte de Revillagigedo. fanterie. .De Guevara. De Gutierrer.

Le Marquis de Casagagigal. Le Marquis de Mont-Hermoso, De Tirrel. Le Baron de

Mujor Général de la Cavalerie et Steinborg.

Dragons. Le Marquis
De Pachecho. d'Avilles. De Moron.
Le Marquis de Brancéforté. De Caro. De Piato.
De Roca. De Gourales. De Font.
Le Marquis de Torremansana. De Luansaster. De Totosa.

" De Castel
d'Oscius.  De Sangro.
Le Priuce de

Montfort, De Servino.
De Moya. De Colona.

Le Marquis de
Valparaiso. Le Due de
Montellano.
De Nova Cer-
. De Pignatelli.
De Pachecho Le Marquis
Giron. d’Alos.
INFANTERIE. I’Estacharia.
I3 3 "
|23 |2é 1 ' i | B4 . -
£l 2| .= | Wi 8 HEE] 3 4B ®
Recimens, s E’E E-'E HER §| 5/ _EE = X2 E 3.] & |sL4
386 | B2 _Sé-séég.%’.gggg £|f 28] & (388
£|3% (35 |3|5|2| 568 & (£4|8(3 | £ |8 [EE| & |283
Gardes Espagnoles . | 4] 4 | 24 [, |.| 1] 8 .| 23| 28/28] 23] 168 4u8/l12| 2184] 2912
Gardes Wallones . | 4 4 |24 |.(.]| 1] 8 .| 28 2|28 28| 168| 448[112| 2184 2912
Saboya- . . . .|l 1| s[.[).|]1 2] 9of 9|.|] o e 71| 20| 572 681
Oosdova . > « 111 1 Bl.l1].J1| 2] 9f 9f.| of 26 71] 19 572 688
Bln‘gi-.l oov e o 121 21061 2| 1) 2] 4| 18] 18].] 18] 52| 142| 39| 1144] 1
Murein . . . . |2 2(16]1]1]1] 2 4 18] 18. 18| 53| 142| 39] 1144| 13
Altonia . . . -1 1| &l1f.[2] 22 9 9].| 9 26 71| 20 572
Volontaires d'Aragon | 1| . 6.]1]1 1 2 6| 6 .| 6/ 18/ 36| 9 324 3%7
ler. Reg.de Catalogue| 2/ . (12 [ 1) 1| 1f 2] 4 | 12 12|. [ 12| 36| 72| 17| 1650| 1805
La Princessa . . | 1| | 8l.]11-]1f8 9 9.| 9] 26 1| 19; 572| 683
Naples . . . . |2 20161112 418 18].| 18 52 142| 39] 1144 1377
Betchart . , s f8 8 8|1 1} 11 21 .| 10| 10| 8] 10| 48| 64| 25/ 1054| 1191
(,'-ampge.deGl'enu‘!'lm 2 2 o Jofo]e]=| o] 22 22].] 22| 44| 120] 22| 1152 1338
Cavalerie demontée | 2 20 | , 1 1) 1] 2| 4| 20/ 20 .| 20| 40| 120| 27| 1160, 1347
Dragons do. 2022 . lolelolof o] 22 2. 22| . o) o o
Grenads. Provincianx| 6/ 60 | . [ 3/ 3/ 9/ 6/ .| 60| 60] . [ 60| 120, 360]:60, 3960, 4509
Artillerie .- . . |.] - s Jofefea]e] o] of «].] «| 60| 131] 24| 11 1341
Volontaires de Crillon| . | . S IS RS B O S R . o - . .
Total Infanterie . [35[144 1154 1101131193930 (298l298164/208! 962/25001612/20344/24627

e e e i B s w0 B i
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CAVALERIE ET DRAGONS.
[ g -
EEARE NNHHAREAL
Reciuexs, E i ﬁ i§ g Eti% ‘Ei 3 2 ! g ; é SE:
. S | §= 2|2 i EE 5 Eé 3
3155155 (3|3] 5121523 E2 R ERE
TN e IR S AN 1 o 12| 2| 108 128
De la Reine . ©. | 1 1 3|l .| 1]1]1 4] 4 . 4 8 16| 3] 1 183
DuPrince . . . |1 1| a|af.[1f2|2] o 4 | 4| s 16| 3| 186 183
DeBourbon. . . [2of 1| a|a|-|a|2f2]| 7| 71 7 7| 14| 28 3| 165 ann
DeFaruese , . . |1l 1| a|2|.].]1]| 5 4 .| 4 '8 16| 3| 136] 1s3
D'Alcantara , . . 1 % 8|1].111]1 3 8§ . 3 6 12| 2| 108] 128
DAlgarves . . . |1| .| 3|2l [1[2|1]| 3 3 :| 3 e 12| 9| 108 138
DeCalatrava . . | 1| «| 3|.|3f.[-[2| 2 38 .| 3 & 12| 2| 108 128
DeSanlago . . |1 .| 8|.|1.]-]0]| 2 3 .| 3] 6 12| 2| 108 128
DeMendoza. . . |1 2-| 3|:|1)-|Y 1] 8 & .| | s 14| 3 1s6] 183
De Volontaires . . (1| .| 3[.|.[1]1]1] 2 J 3 e 12| 2| 108 12
De Pavie, Dragons | 8| 1| 6 [3] 1| 1| 1| 2| 6 1] .| 7] 14| 23] 10 264 316
De Lusitania . o 1| e|u|af.]1]2] 6 2f -] 71 14| 28] 7| 264 36
Total Cavalerie, &e. 16| 7 | 58 (12| 7| 71 of16 | 47| 4a| .| 55| 110 220
Do. Infanterie . . |35(144 [154 |10]15]15]30|30 |208|90%] 4|29+| 962|509
Total géneral . , 1511151 I20g [22l20(26l18]46 134503411 6sl35:1 107212720

E'TAT MAJOR DES TROUPES FRANGOISES.
BARON FALKENSTEIN, COMMANDANT EN CHEF.
LE MARQUIS DE BOUZOLZ, COMMANDANT EN SECOND.

Etat Major.
Led?!uqnu de Crillon, Briga-
er,
De Portal, Major-Général.
Le Baron F. le
des Maj.~

Fort
Le Blrcm C.le Genernux.
Fort

Aides de Camp.

Du Baron Falckenstein :— |
Le Comte de Nesle de
Fourette.
Le Chev. de Grave.
Le Chev. de Vault.
Le Chev. de Poncet.
Le Comte d’Argoult.
Le Comte de Perigord.

uis de Laillebot.
uzolz :—

Le Marquis de Travanec.

Le Chev. d’Oraison.

Le Marquis de Munl.uigll

Brigade Francoise.
g, [Le Vte de Veneur,
- Maitre de Camp, Col.
£ 2 ] Le Marquis de Guerchy,
E £ diito en second.
0% | Dubourg, Lieut.-Col.
=" | De Cappy, Major.

Le Comte de Crillon,
= o | Maitre de Camp, Col.
2 8 |Le Vidame de Nassé,
g 24 ditto en seconl.

-5 £ | Le Chev. de 3t. Roman,
r-ia Lient. Col.

De Portal, Major.

Artillerie.
De Goenand, Lieut.-Col.-Com-
mandant.
% ghmm, Capitaine, aide-Maj.
rtun
Gromar de Quinten } Captnes.
D'Heme:

lem.nr, } Lieuts. en premier.
Le Ch.d'Alphonse

De Marmn] } en second.
]!:oumh-: }au troisi¢me.
Hommes, 130.

Le Marq. de Puissegur, Ca;
taine, avec brev,de Colom'e';.

Administration.
De Wildemonth } Capitaines Intendant de Ronissidre.
De Meunier en second. Commissaire de Boileau.
a il e Dt

Officiers chargée du détail de
la Tranchée.
Broche), Directeur

Chanmel, Sous-
Directear

Thion, Premier Médecin.
}dﬂ Postes. Bodners, Chirurgien
Massol, second do

Brigade Allemande.

Le Comt. E.de Sparre,
M.-de-C., Col.

Le Baron d'Hamilton,
M.-de.-C. en second.

D. 0. Conell, Lt.-Col.

D'Orsuer, Major.

Le Baron de Wimpflen,
M.-de C., Col.

Le Baron de Nivenheim,
ditto en second.

De Peyrier, Lieut.-Col.

O'Ghier, Major.

Régiment de  Régiment
Bouillou. Rny?“t;‘luédoil.

Génie,

D'Arpun Colonel.

Doria, Major.
De I'Hillier

} Capitaines.

Damoiseau

S0 i s } Lieutenans.

Monmergue. Inspecteur 1
Demange, Directeur }“"“

}napiul.
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Régimens. z&%f:; D’Hommes.
Brigade De Lyonnois . . o 65 1,024
Frangoise | De Bretagne . . . B8 1,016
Brigade {Boyll Supdois . . . 65 1,000
Allemande } De Bouillon - . . 52 1,025
Total Frangois . . . . . 247 4,055
Espagnol 4. . . . pA . . 1669 27,067
o e R Gl AR e B 31,122

33,038 Officiers et d"hommes.

Il. ¥ avoit un Corps d'Ingénieurs anx ordres de M, d’Abarea, composé de 8 Ingénieurs en
Chef, 12 en second, 11 ordinaires, 14 extruordinaires, 12 Ajudans. Une Compaguie’'de Mare-
chaussée, de 40 Cavaliers, aux ordres d'uu Lieut. Il ¥ a une Compagnie de Cadets, dont le Capi-
taine est un Colonel, Les Compagnies de Sapeurs ont chacune un Capitaine, un Lieutenant, un
Sous-Lieutenant.

A GENERAL RETURN OF CASUALTIES.

Wounded
Dead Disabled . Dead De-
Killed. of Wounds. | by Wounds. m“:’;:_ed_ by Sickness. fserted,
| & e | 4 ¢ | 8
HE A AAHE ARHE AP s
: é . el 1) [ s
REGIMENTS, §§e:§§s.§§55555§§555m_
HEHERHE RN SEIHER HEE
Royal Artillery .|2| 1/0f 20 Jo|ojo) 802011 f8]2 1|1051] 10| 34 1
lﬁkvglmeul.l 31113 joj0ojoflofi1|0l0o]10 f= 4 7 s9fo| 3|o]| 32 3
25th ™ J0fofo] 1jolofol 1ljofojlof ofof1fof 7l1]o 0f 13 1
39th " ALl 3|1) 16 |1 |1fo) 6ol 0jo|10 3|5 1 44fo( 1{o] 37 5
56th = LJOolojof17 Joj1lo] 9ftjojo) 603 2 o0 59014/ 1] 34 3
ssth . .(1|1]of11fof1]|o| 5flofol1| 8f2l22l eifol1]1] 53l 15
59th " JOjOjof 20(0j0 6fl0]J0ojo|] 2holojo] 7]o|vlo]| 33 0
720d ., .|o[2fo]|31|o[2|o]21fle|1f1]21fan|slwe]fef1]o] &) s
o .fo]olof30fo|xfo|13}1|5/0]31f5 2 o 77]o]olo] 58] 2
97th - JOojojo).710(0)1f S5f0of1o| 400 3/1 33)1]6/0]106 1
Reden’s Regiment|{ 0| 2(0| 7 |0J0(1| &5[j0f2fo| 48111 33J1]|1]o] 16 1
De la Motte's . [0 3[0[ 16 |0)0o[0] 6 o] 1o ofo 2|0 42)2]|2/0] 10 1
Sydow” for-
ymm;’uzr-}ozolsooo 6fo|2of 61|72 eafofolo] 7] 5
denberg’s . .
Soldier-Artificer} g | 30| 6 [o[o|o]| ofo[o]o| 7] 2 3]0 s0jo[o]o] 23] o
Marine Brigade .| 0] 1]0] 2 Jo|o]o]| o fo|olo| ool 1/ o] slo]o]o] o 0
Corsican Comp. [0[ 0[O0} o Jofo]o| ofJo|ojo] of1f o0 ofojo]o 0 0
Total . .|5/19]2 (197 |1 [6] 2101 |3 13| 2 |120 f51/26]20] 773 7|22) 2| 505] 43
|
ABSTRACT OF THE TOTAL LOSS OF THE GARRISON.
Killed, and dead of wounds ., 3 " . . ; 3 333
Disabled by wounds (discharged) . & . . - - 138
Dead of sickness, exclusive of those who died of the seurvy in v
TS ONEATHO 57 S s st e S
Discharged, from incurable complaints S . # v 181
Deserted . . . . . . . . . - 43

Total . . . . + 1231



170 EXPENDITURE OF AMMUNITION FROM THE GARRISON AND
BY THE ENEMY.

OARRISON,

ENEMY.

Commencing the 12th of September, 177 9. and
ending the 3rd of February, 1783,

Commencing the 12th of April, 1781, and
ending thie Znd of February, 1783,

Agreeable to the La-
MONTHS. | Shot. | Suell. | Grape. | Car: | Light | yonrus, | Pomiory Accomn
Shot. Shells.
1779. . .
121030 .| 1767] 201| .. e " we .
« s o) 372] 1116 1 .. 6 ., "
November . . 7| 153 5 .. . . -
December . . 82 63 6] .. e e
1780, . .
Jannary . . 88| 131 38 .. . os .
Fel . 2 [ 3 .. ve ot . .
:lmh A 13; 7 - BN % %4 %
ﬁ‘:;ﬂ Lo i 8] .. 6] .. . s .e .
June . . 1 - R . - . g . .
o T z;g o v “ do 3 % -
August . . . . .. .e . a'e .
September . 6| .. . . . . ‘e
October . . . 85| 243« 73 1| 160 . Xa
November . .| 771| 6004 510 63 64 ve .
ber . .| 160| 4242 250 79 5 % .
1781. . .
January . .| 33| 875 63| 22 8 = as
%"y 82| 346 76 9] - . o
ihmlh o R 23 2;2‘;: é% lg o ul7lszl. . .
. e o] 2672 . Apr to
u:';r 2 o .| Bot| 72| 23] 6| .. ay 31 . } 56760 | ' 20134 | Computed.
Jume . . .| 828 2350| 104 35 3f{June . . o 899 2643
July . . . 428] 76l 51 13 Gfduly + o« = 3936 693
August . . 130 172| 103 56 2 flAugust. . .| 1350 184
tember . .| 2614 213 58 42 || September . .| 9320 [ 760
ber . .| 1722| 11515 64 19 53 ||October . .| 15754 2750
November . . 509 82 33 5 || November . . 2430 1120
wlbgé . .| 6321 7I19| 139 60 44 Deoer:}%-zr. . o 3373 1010
i . i
Jammary . . 722| 11052 132 60 23 (| January . of 4342 1012
February . .| 2617] Y295 177 21 19 {|Febroary . .| 3046 566
March . . . 7| 10362 Z.;B 56 45 || March . . . 5328 1313
ﬁpﬂl . o« 2314 2768 0] .e April . . . 3541 938
ay <« . | 2315| 1669 332 .. 14 Y s e e 2418 856
June . . .| 2052 178 263 1 8{lJune . . 219 653
July . . .| 228 3‘{ 100| .. T4 BTG R g S e
August « .. .| 5441 ‘ggz 104 3 48 | Angust ., . . 750
September. .| 1355i] & 4 215 «s || September % k 16993 | | exclusive
October ., .| 2604] 6881| 735 12 14 [|October . .| 11312 [. 10673 | pof the bat-
November . .| 1937| 5701| 1157| 74 17 || November . .| 2897 3243 | | ouins-
sz;:ber o o 2396| 12159 1422 3 Deur;lber . 1036 | <1938
783,
January . .| 2640] 141 44| 42 25 §Janvary . .| 1067 680
February . .| 210) 1047 414/ .. s+ [ February . . 144
Total . .| 57163|129151| 12681] 926 | 679 Total . | 175741 68363
rounds, all of a
(Total . . . . 200,600 rounds, Total . . . .24, I.O-I{ heavy nature.
" British gun-boats « 4,728 shot. Spanish gun-boats 14,283 shot and shells.
A 205,328 258,387

'l'h?:rl expended 2% Py 8000 barrels of powder ; and the number of crdnance damaged and destroyed
siege &

mon-'ni

'rh--mbar of barrels of povrdrr expendcd by the enemy could never be ‘ned

nor what ord wele
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An Estimate of the Prices fized upon Provisions by a Committee of Officers, at
Gibraltar, October the 23rd, 1782. To which is annexed the price of
various articles, as they were sold at different Periods of the Blockade

+ and Siege.
The sums are turned into sterling, at the average exchange of 3s. 34, the dollar; though the
Garrison exchange fluctuated between 3s. 4d. and 3s. 6d.

PRICES LIMITED BY THE COMMITTEE. PRICES DURING THE BLOCKADE.

. £ 5. d. £ 35 d & 5 &
Fresh beef, veal, and mutton,perlb. 0 2 6 . . . . . From 0 2 | to 0 4 lug
PORN, @0 oo s e i 8.0 8 e i e e  From.0 Bk a0 AR
Ducks and fowls, percouple. . .0 9 9 . . . . . From 013 0 w 1 1113
A e e e T e te site B30 S R L P e Tt R L ) 1 |
Aturkey . . . P AL S R P AL ST R e
i P ObpigtRRe "y L G TR BT o D e T « .0 909
Corned beef, per1b. . . ., . .0 1 3 TRoundof beef,perlb.. . . . .0 2 11
Corned pork, ditto . . . . .0 010 Salt beef and pork,ditto . . . .0 1 3
Ham, w».......-OJlﬂi....-...--.‘04]
Bacon and dried tongues, ditto SN RO T O g Sulinenity ap i gt
Chesse @litto ., ... ., « .01 8 vote al wroe. el g et el S G AR
Salt butter, B0 . . s . v 0 I s . .. . Prom O 2 6 to 0 4 1
An egg S iasl m ) e « +0 0 2¢ perdozen. , . c e s e .0 410
Pickled tripe, perlb.. ., . ., .0 1 3
Potatoes, ditto oS B RS R T P L
Loafsugar,ditto . . . . . .0 2 6 Soldatan Auction for . . v o G
Pewder sugar, ?’liuo R g g g ? ? 1] » o o ’a:e From 0 2.6 to 0 %163

green tea. ditto. , . . . ., 1+
Rohea or Souchong, ditto . .+ . 013 0 Gora o o Feol LIBOT, TS
Colffee, ditto ., . . . . ., S 0 e O P PR R U
TR R e T R, T ) SN
Mould candles, ditto , . . . ,0 1 04
e D e S R T T T A A A oo 40 %8
A hogshead ofporter . . . , .513 9%

Hottled porter (with bottles), perdoz. 0 14 7%

A hogshead of port wine ~ . . 24 7 6

Port wine (with bottles), per doz. . | 12 54

Good common wine, per gallon, . 0 4 11 Malaga wine, perbottle . . , . 0 4 1°g
Inferior ditto, ditto . . . ., .0 3 8 LR TR R R - S S
Claret &with hottles), perdozen . 1 17 44

Best fis| ST SR SRR s L These articles were generall

Inferior kind. ditto . . . . [0 010  bsold, nccording to their siss and

Smallfry, ditto . . . . . [0 0 7# Jauality,at most exorbitant rates.

This estimate afterwards underwent some small alteration by the Committee, the wines being
fixed, they thought, at too low a price. Beside the articles mentioned under the head of the
Blockade price, the following sold in the course of the siege for the sums annexed to them —

£ s d

A calf's head and feet . . . . . . . 1 14 14

A calf’s pluck . » v . . 5 . . a 0 14 7%
Hind quarter, with the head and tail of an Algerine sheep . 7 10 0

Head and feet of a sheep - i A 7 - 111 14 74

. 3 44

A bullock’s head, without tongne . . . . .
-




f L o6 d
A bullock’s heart " . . =% M SRR R )
A goat's head . . . . 5 e Lo eI B B ¢ |
Onions, perIb.  « . . ¥ . . . bt O h
A cabbage . . . Wy vl . . « 01N
A bunch of cabbage-leaves . . . . " . « 0 06
A bunch of carrots and turnips . . 3 . PN T AL
A small bunch of rudishes . . » . . . v 0 05
Al:nol’mlilmdvlhr & 5 . . ryro IS e o |
A lemon . . % . . . . . . ¥ 0 06
A quill . . . ' . . . " ' . 0 0 64
A live pig sold for . ; 7 v . 9 149

A large sow in pig sold for upwards of 29/. A goat, with a young kid, both of which had
been purchased in England for 18s., sold in the garrison, when latter was about twelve
months old, for near 12/. Au English milch-cow was sold, in 1780, for 50 guineas; reserving
to the seller a pint of milk each day whilst she gave milk ; and another cow was purchased by
a Jew for 60 guineas, but the beast was in so le a condition. that she dropped down dead
before she had been removed many hundred yards. If these facts were not ¢ ought sufficient
10 demonstrate the exorbitant prices of every article in the garrison, others could be adduced
of equally as surprising a complexion.

The following are the proportions of the Prize-Money, as distributed to the Gar-
rison of Gibraltar, from the sums arising from the Head-Money granted
by Parliament for destroying the Battering-Ships, and the sale of the St.
Michael man-of-war.

The snbsequent sums are proportions of 30,000, which was the sum first divided.

£ 5 d £ s d
The governor, 1-16th . . .1876 0 0 | Captain &« o o+ & 4310 1
Lientenant-governor . . .« 93710 0 | Lieutenant . o .« - =« 25 5 6
Maujor-general .+ .+ . 46813 0 | Second lieutenantandensizn . 22 0 6%
Brigadier-general . .+ « 267 10 0 | Serjeant e o Wl @0 8
BERREY T h o ia wdoe v 156 1 0 | Corpiroll REEELL S fier Sy 200 114
Lientenant-colonel . e e BOIE B [P e et kel b
Major TR R R (D R

A seeond Act of Parliament afterwards passed, for granting tothe garrison whatever might be
fished up from the wreeks of the Lattering-ships: and those employed in this duty ed
with such success, that brass and iron cannon, with other articles, were reco to a con-
siderabl~ value.

Two divisions, of 16,000/, and 8000/, have since been distributed ; the latter of which, it is
imagined, will be the last.

THE END.

London :—Printed by W. Crowes and Soxs, Stamford Street.
















