


















































































































CHAPTE IV.

THE DRIFT! G BOAT FRO CUB.

HE re enue man, hatever may be his ope 10

he intervie , apparent!y is determined 0

good impression upon the yo ng lady

as summoned him to it.
e cabin of the Gopher r. as ·c sha es

t of ages out of his clothe a d e en a •

to sha e such portions of is face a are

omed by his full beard and long mustac e.
e rumages in the gripsack he has broug t

im from Tampa, and proceeds to ma e

. , for him, such an elaborate toilet t at .

c jeering comment from the armi 0

deck bo e.
e, ete !" cries the boy, gazing do

.nning face at Mastic' repara io •

e, if Custom-house isn't putti '0 a
d a red speckled nec .e d 0

e's histing on his gu , e t
astic steps on the eck oC

ro es the armint' inspe
~wep_""" for e has gi en h" elf ciVl•••W....,..

ap cc as is " I e











ha

ith this the government man drops into
, xurious chair, and Indra Vanstone, her so 1

r yes, speaks unto him these ords:
inee came to these tropic is! ds,

ee ago, have occupied myself sailing 0

ese autiful aters-that should be peacefu,
are not-piloted by the negro Goliah, 0 i

to me and kno s e ery key from here
n one day last eek e had been 0

to Big Pine ey 0 er yonder, fo
I forget hich, but i . of

ou return, the head . ma e

re.'
"1- do 't quite nderstand you, iss," stam
ers ~ astic, as e follo s Indra up he brQad

e stairway. hen passing along a all ay,
de gracefu by gro .ng flo ers and palms in

OrDam,e tal jardinieres, she throws open the door
eading to an e quisitely furnished lady's sitting-
roo, d remarks, " Step in, please:' .

oment after, confronting the detective, t e
oung lady suddenly falters out, "Please orgive

t ose last ords of mine. Your coming has made
e ery anxious, very nervous. Sit do n; don't
e pt me; let me tell it all to you. The

o our du y; only remember you have a heart i
o r body-a good heart. Thank Heaven, can

yo a e a good heart! tt

" ell, iss, I'm here to listen to you," repli
astic, somewhat astonished and deCIdedly im.

ed by this peroration, hich is given it
. ed face and agitated but exquisite gesticula-









rOI1lr.o;.J1DWS 0 the go ern eot officials do n ere
they are tol beca se Y ha e no

e matter. They s mpathize ·th the
DS j t as m c as ou do."

cc es, and ou, as I look on you, one of
e ," says the girl, extending her eagerly

gettiBg in return another grip that a es er
ce.

e the revenue man goes on":" Perhaps I-if
could tell me who this wounded man is--co Id
o t if there's any likelihood of a warrant being
m against him by the Spanish consul in Key

e t, or any trouble coming to him, and give
hint in time."

cc do not know his name," answers Indra." e
searched his uniform, which was but a mass of

d, and blood," she adds ith a shud.
e one or two scraps of memoranda e

only hinted to us he was either on the staff
ceo or served under that Cuban leader."

he ords of his delirium-did not they
y clue?"

n as the detective speaks, from the next
gs a cry.

o d that give you a clue? " whispers the
i hite lips, as to astic's ears come

SClrea.m~, shrieks, and ravings that make his blood
d-they hint such awful things.

•Cda. LifJre I Al machete I To save the ound.
e cry, given like an officer rallyi g ·5

e the oice gro 5 pleading, piteo ,
1l0lrrified· 'ls tones, as it shrie ," Santa Maria I

he sick. Devils! Fien 0

e actor eDW~
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for m~ha' e
lady cordially, as s



er, she trips beside Es
e do n to the landing s

















as produced a package of cigarettes for
se, and noting longing on the Cub
hospitably handed him one, which a

ed cated fingers are rapidly preparing for

Diantre I I haven't smoked for a month," m r
einvalid. "Permit me but one-in the name

f charity, permit me one, medico. It IS a proof
t am at last out of thy hands," pleads amon
y, yet with southern grace.

ot out of my hands!" With ese ord,
·th laughing but determined voice, i
oops upon her patient, and ith one e
scates his cigarette.

nctissima I " murmurs the invalid, then seems
QI:oniSbled at his nurse's appearance. s dde

eems to come to the wounded man. He
oIds out entreating hand, murm ring,

o see 'm ell enough to smoke?"
o e.' hispers ex to the Don,

e i on terms of easy frie dship, ,
cq~'Ctte or Gertie, aro a's tonic?"

_"jp, ."&'"" 0 d be a tonic to most me

















































































































ig fe 0 made a rather as nd
e said: 'Hang it! I ha e paid

exlpecb·'tion, and it has left me'; n t
. h d kind 0' dubiously and mut ere

tfIn" get to work .' ,
d·d not pay much attention to hIm.

IOOlk1lll2' at the tug. Good gracious! ho h
t island! It was dead dar b

d though she carried no lights e
tter apparently saw the steamer, fo

ot pay any attention to us, thong
:W=lVfl~..Jrn ds and shouted to her as she

esperadoes.
e and I got into our boat, which for

not been scuttled, and came 0 er
t e fellows did scoot in a hurry

t inks they must have left thirty
es of stuff behind."

or forty cases of arms for Cuba Libre,"
arona; then goes on, military decision

e:" hose arms are the life-blood, per-
coun y. e must preserve them.

co, as a patriot, must help me e
anns."







e er, th g'eD1UeJUJtl.,
o .ng, has rather a bored e p

as to face and attitude. But this ea e
iss Gertie exclaims, "Here's Indra."

ejaculates, "Governor, I have broug t ha
y Se erance."

" es, our Billy is now the c Cid'! " cries Ge .e
citedly clapping her hands.
" es, came over to dinner," remarks the gra 
irted Hercules. cc You see our cook went a ay
the tugboat." As he saysthis he rises, and bo 
eas·ly, adds, " Good-evening, Miss Vanstone.

But the girl does not answer him. Estrabo,
o stands beside her, thinks he hears a fai ,
.ck gasp for breath, as the others of the party
me into the room.

·ttle iss Rivers cries: cc Why, it's r. Se 
ce." then goes on, excitedly: "He m st

german. He's a cotillion potentate."
, ou ill have to excuse me, I belie e,
e ·ng," answers the gentleman, smiling,
pects his costume, which needs mending an .
ered with swamp mud and coral dust. "

f'rw1Inll·C! are at Jacksonville, and I am a li
c for Rex's extra dress suit, though

. dly proffered it to me."
c es, by jove ! Didn't I keep his name a se
a 'fully?" chirrups little Vortex." 'e

him 0 come over so I could spring
e in jack-boots and filibuster fixings

too blooming hungry, don't yer see. It

e r. ranstone, ith outstretc e
in, crying cordially: y

see yo ." e ad, exlCit~~dlY·



" hat t 'e de • are you doing p •vatee . g
o • ng your ec ike a-a--"

Bayard," suggests Flora oodbridge.
IC ell, you see. as told to go to ork," re-

mar our Billy, quietly. "I was also informed that
010 playing asn't work, and driving four-i 
ands as not the proper occupation of man.

Po ltiCS Os not in our set generally considered
qu'te e proper thing. I was too old for est

oint, so the American army wasn't open to me.
or he same reason the navy was barred to me.
t ought of helping the Armenians, but the ne
apers said they had all been killed, so I decided
o do a little labor for the same cause George

ashlngton fought for about one hundred years
o. have a general habit of taking the pa

of e under dog in the fight, you know, and ha
. s a °ttle spare cash at my banker's. So after

e cons ltation with some gentlemen in e
or I came to ]acksonville, invested my spare

c ange in the proper kind of goods, and as going
o a rading e pedition to Cuba."

ile al his is being said, Don Estrabon, his
ce perhaps dra n by some movement of the

ome fluttering of her fair bosom, or perhaps
.ng breath or two, that comes sighing from
Ta ° s, is looking at Indra Vanstone.
er face e sees something he has ne er see

o -so e hing that turns him deathly sick.
r it i 0 her action, it is her face that frighte

e ds, one little foot advanced, 0 e
~d in we come, and a glance i

of joy returned and .









an sits on t e ·tile era a
looking in. 0 the girls come running 0 t

uring pa ses of the german, and they all sing one
song:" ou 0 't let your costume bar you fi om
s pper?"

" 0;" replies Sir Galahad, who finds he
~~... &&&s of enus quite as pleasant as the delig

ars; "I drop in ith the champagne."
o the file goes on very merrily, Done of the

seemi g to miss Balasco very much, thoug
ertie once says = "Rex, where's Don Estra-

Q ?"
d the boy replies: cC Oh, he is down in th

den, there, basking in the mooDshine. I as ed
if there as anything the matter with him
he said he had the neuralgia."

, ery ell, if he doesn't get better, I ha e
something that will give him ease," remarks iss

r .e, ho hasn't forgotten yet that she has bee
a ed Cross girl.

en they all throng the bowling alley to ad
t e joy of supper to the other joys of this hilari.
ous e ening.

.d uproarious bravos, Ramon offers a toast
e ne friend of Cuba, and it is quaffed·

oa ing goblets of champagne.
Been good things come to an end. The

_~:OCl!9'a ha e all drifted out into the ballroom, and
ence gone their way; some to the house 0

ot ers to take boat and return to the·
omes.

g h just gone snorting off to
e of them, but Billy Se e

sm,OkilD2 0 of the little verandas 0
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E P C le OF DO BA ASC •

CHAPTER XIV.
THE FLAG DID OT PROTECT."

UT, overcoming his emotion, the Don
_ . ' must have sleep. must be strong
o o. must conquer myself if I 0 d

t em," and so turns from the garden,
been holding his communings wit

passes up the broad steps and en e
portals of the Vanstone mansion,

gh he night is very well advanced,
, for some of the guests and most

~,,'V~'nt~have not yet gone to bed.
o ·tely refusing a suggestion from B e
o n and have a cigar with him, Estra~bOn

hrough the great ha! and up the st~j·,....al'"

confronted by a ministering angel.
. li e Gertie, who says: "I hea

euralgia from Rex and ha e bro g
o make you sleep," t en adds: ' 0

ou need it. ercy ! ow you m
ed!"

e f ce that she is looking at, be
IIUlllht:y eo'ons. Balasco seem to

i yes are agga d an









anting a
presume, a ghs an one,

m a paternal, bless-you-my-bOy sort of
y does ndra ant to take us a

e ork next week?" emphasizing he
a pater familias grin.

hen ords come to Estrabon's ears that a ger
irritate him, even as he gazes at his ost one,

ho looks ery dainty and cool despite the heat
s morning, and had not his nerves been strength
ed by sleep and brought into very good con ro ,
e paniard might burst out upon them in some
·1 ,passionate, crazy way"

or Rex is making jokes that drive him 0

. traction. He hears the youth in schoolboy
eedlessness hall whisper into his younger sister's
r: cc I suppose things were settled last nIgh

the veranda. Gertie, when is Billy to be
la ghtered?"

Th"s is received by a joyous giggle from Ger.
e; and Balasco echoes, a jeering qui er i

atin voice, though agitation destroys
aclt:etllt hen ees our Billee to be slaugh ered

. "tre / That is a good idea, a novel idea,
hen ees our Billee to be slaughter
I spasm of hilarious, though ye

16W1UYIII.,er, overcomes him.
iss anstone is too happy to be dist r

es this morning. She blushes brigh
at the giant who is sitting beside

. "Billy is not to be sla ghtered t
o going to let him go to the ar.'

" not going to Cuba to
..T______ e 0 er e d of e



d enl t t ose ann . There are
hirty or fot:ty cases of them over t ere, der-

from r. Vortex."
cc e. T en y cases of cartridges and perhaps

t enty-five of arms and one rapid-fire gun," re·
joins Se erance, easily.

II en they must not be lost to the cause."
" Oh, they on't get injured. ight air on t

o t em any harm. I saw that they ere ell
tarpaulined myself before I came over here. Still,

imagine e had better do something about them,"
emarks the American.

" y not run over in the yacht and get them ?"
gests Estrabon, eagerly.

Cl es, hat's it! If we can get your consent, r.
one?' remarks Ramon.

cO do hat you like about it," says the head
of he family, carelessly. UOnly don't get me into

ouble "th Uncle Sam."
uT at shall be provided for ," replies Estra

, sIgllificantly. Cl Then the two other gentle-
e arrange that they will take the yacht 0 er·
e ea I afternoon, and put the arms in her for

safe eep·ng:'
" e' only leave them there for a day or t 0

a the most, r. anstone. Then I will find some
y of making the proper use of them," remark

e e ee, i the decision of a man accustomed
o do· in pretty much his own way.

ese p strabon listens ith glea ·
e step proposed is one on the road

ge tlemen to take.
.gar, he stro Is out, sits d

e eranda to 0 e 0
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