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THE DESERTS OF SOUTHERN
FRANCE

CHAPTER XV

ELEANOR OF GUYENNE

A bad bringing-up—William X.—His death—Eleanor marries Louis le
Jeune—The Crusade—Her conduct—Quarrel with the King—
Divorce—Marries Henry of Anjou—Appearance of Henry II.—
Character of Eleanor—The claim on Toulouse—Becket at Cahors
—Sons of Henry and Eleanor—The demon-blood of the Angevin
House—Coronation of the young Henry—His pretensions—Rupture
with his Father—Pilgrimage to Rocamadour—The Shrines of
Rocamadour—Murder of Becket—Population of Guyenne—Richard
made Duke — Renewed quarrels — Imprisonment of Eleanor -
Troubles of Henry IL.—Richard in Guyenne—Bertrand de Born—
Conference at Caen—Another at Limoges—Revolt of the young
Henry — Character of young Henry—His death at Martel —
Bertrand de Born’s answer.

ELEANOR, daughter and heiress of William X., earl of
Poitou and duke of Aquitaine, became the wife of Louis
VIL of France, in 1137, and at once the vast mass of
ancient Gaul was consolidated, or was ready for consoli-
dation under one sceptre into a powerful monarchy.
Eleanor by her levity, Louis by his imbecility, caused a

political, a national disaster, that brought untold miseries
3



4 THE DESERTS OF SOUTHERN FRANCE

on the land, and retarded that consolidation for three
centuries.

Eleanor had been brought up in an unwholesome
atmosphere of false sentiment and lax morals, and was
reared to look with indifferent eye on the sufferings of
humanity, to consider adulation as her due, and warfare
as the occupation for men to afford amusement to
ladies.

The name of Guyenne is a corruption of Aquitaine.!
The duchy extended from the Loire to the Pyrenees,
from the Bay of Biscay to the Auvergne mountain
range.

William X. was a terrible ruffian. The chronicler of
St. Maxentius says of him: “ He could hardly satisfy his
voracity at one meal with as much meat as would suffice
eight robust men in the flower of their age. He could not
live without fighting ; and even when his provinces were at
peace, he would not lay aside his arms, and he compelled
his vassals to fight each other, whether they would or not,
that he might enjoy the pleasure of a fray. On account
of his lust for war, he was a very Nimrod ; his gluttony
made him like Bel; his murders and incests constituted
him another Herod. Indeed, like Herod, he carried
off his brother’s wife and retained her by him for three
years; and, like the men of Sodom, he gloried in his
villainies.”

All at once, after a life of excesses of every kind, of
barbarities committed against the feeble, of sacrileges
against the Church, his health began to fail, and a

1 The English called it La Quitaine. At the beginning of the twelfth
century it comprised the counties of Poitou, Limoges, L’Aunis, the

Saintonge, La Marche, Auvergne, Périgord, the Bordelais, the Agenais,
and Gascony.



ELEANOR OF GUYENNE 5

qualm of conscience came over him. To patch up a
tardy peace with God, he rushed away on pilgrimage
to Compostella, and there died at the early age of
thirty-eight years.

He had been twice married, but he left issue alone by
his first wife, Eleanor, daughter of the viscount of Chatel-
herault. His only son died early, and he was left with
two daughters, Eleanor and Alice. Before starting on
pilgrimage, he made his will (1137), and constituted
Eleanor his heiress, and placed his daughters under the
tutelage of the French king, Louis le Gros, himself also a
failing man. Louis gladly accepted the- trust, and seized
the splendid opportunity it offered of uniting so vast a
territory to the French crown, by joining the hand of the
young heiress of Aquitaine with that of his own son and
heir, Louis.

The marriage was precipitated, probably on account
of the declining health of the king. It took place at
Bordeaux, within a day of five months from the death of
Eleanor’s father, and the barons of Aquitaine did homage to
Louis le Jeune as their suzerain. They were an ill-consorted
pair. Eleanor had some of the ungovernable spirit of her
father, and the lightness and fire of the South. She was
without religious scruples, and devoid of feminine sympathy
for the oppressed.

The young king had been educated in the monastery
of Notre Dame. He was guileless, and infinitely feeble.
He would have made a good monk; he proved to be a
despicable king.

So long as Suger, Abbot of St. Denis, his tutor,
managed the affairs of the realm, all went fairly well.
There was no open breach between Louis and his wife.
She held her Courts of Love, and he said his canonical hours;
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she delivered sentences of equivocal morality in her court,
and he, in affairs of state, pronounced no judgment at all,
because incapable of making up his mind; she coquetted
with minstrels, and he with saints.

At last, as an act of incredible folly, Louis resolved on -
undertaking a crusade, out of an absurd scruple that only
a pettifogging conscience could entertain.!

Eleanor was nothing loth to accompany her husband
on the crusade, as an Oriental junket. She relished the
prospect of being in a camp, and conducting its revelry, of
witnessing battles, and of negotiating intrigues.

Her conduct on the way gave rise to unfavourable
comment ; the ladies of her court became openly scan-
dalous in their lives.

The crusaders, instead of going by sea, traversed
Europe and Asia Minor. They suffered immense losses
as they painfully made their way along the Asiatic coast.
When they had reached Satalia, on the Gulf of Cyprus, forty
days’ march from Antioch, Louis and his barons deserted
the crusaders, and, seeking only their own safety, shipped
to Palestine, leaving all the mass of unfortunates to be
massacred or made prisoners by the Moslems.

The disgrace of this ignominious desertion weighed on
those who reached their destination, and the crusade pro-
duced no results. At Antioch Louis was fired with
jealousy, because Eleanor was well received by her uncle,
Raymond of Poitiers, who was there, and was the hand-
somest man of his time. Suspicious and alarmed, he
hastily abandoned Antioch, and fell into rivalry with the

! His elder brother had vowed to take the cross. But this elder
brother died in his father's lifetime. Louis le Jeune, as he had succeeded
to the throne, considered that he had had transmitted to him also the
obligation to fulfil the vow.
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Emperor Conrad, who had reached Palestine before him.
Scandal said that Eleanor carried on an intrigue with
Saladin; but as the great Saladin was then only a child,
this story may be discredited. It is perhaps possible that
she coquetted with some other Saracen; but it must be
remembered that the French chroniclers dipped their pens
in gall when writing of the woman who dealt to France its
cruellest blow, that made it bleed for three hundred years.

Then Louis resolved to return to Europe. Such an
end to a magnificent expedition was the occasion for
immense derision. What had become of those thousands
basely deserted, handed over to the infidels? All the
barons were guilty, but the disgrace clung to the king.

At Antioch a quarrel had broken out between Eleanor
and her husband, and she had confided all her wrongs to
her uncle Raymond, and had openly turned her husband
into derision. She had married a monk, she said, and not
a king. She had already schemed out an excuse for a
divorce—they were related within the prohibited degrees.
This was a mere excuse. Hugh Capet, the great-grand-
father of the grandfather of Louis VII., had married a
sister of William Fier a Bras, great-great-great-grandfather
of Eleanor. :

Some historians are pleased to assert that Louis com-
plained of the scandal caused by his wife’s conduct, and
also demanded a divorce on that ground. But there can
be no question that the mover in the matter was Eleanor,
and that Louis gladly acquiesced in it. A council of
bishops was held in 1152, and it obligingly decreed what
both desired. This was on March 18. Louis committed
this astounding blunder without in the least seeing what
an act of political suicide he was committing. Unfortun-
ately for him, Suger, his prudent adviser, was dead.
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No sooner was the divorce decreed, than the eyes of
the imbecile king were opened to the consequences.
Eleanor was too rich an heiress not to be sought at once
in marriage by ambitious men. But before the divorce
she had already fixed her intention on Henry of Anjou,
and had communicated with him. When she left the
council at Beaugenci to return to Poitou, she was obliged
to pass near the domains of Theobald, count of Blois, and
brother of King Stephen of England. Theobald made an
attempt to capture her, and force her into a marriage with
himself; but Eleanor, forewarned, fled by night and gained
Touraine. Here, however, she was menaced by another
suitor, none other than Geoffry of Anjou, a boy of eighteen,
second son of Geoffry Plantagenet. The audacious boy
laid a plot to catch her at Port-de-Piles, on the frontier of
Touraine and Poitou; but, made aware of his intention,
she again fled, and by a circuit reached her own lands,
followed in hot haste by Henry Plantagenet, the elder
brother of this Geoffry. Henry was aged but nineteen,
and Eleanor was thirty-two or thirty-three.

At the feast of Pentecost they were united, in spite of
the remonstrances of Louis, who now, when too late, saw
his realm exposed to jeopardy by this alliance.

The marriage with Henry took place, “with more
policy than decency,” within six weeks of the divorce.

Henry was a middle-sized man, full of endurance and
activity, square-shouldered and thickset; and with high
insteps to his feet, so that they looked as though fitted for
the stirrup. He had a bullet-head, as is so often found in
France, covered with close-cropped tawny hair, such as had
been characteristic in the Anjou family for several genera-
tions. His skin was freckled, and as he grew older flamed
red. He had prominent grey eyes, but bloodshot, and
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gleaming with that fire which was also a legacy of the
family from the demon they believed to have been an
ancestor. He had large and coarse hands, never gloved
save when he was hawking, and he was careless about
his dress.

Eleanor had obtained in Henry a man exactly the
reverse of her first husband, and one quite as little suited
to make her happy. As he was much younger than herself,
she was ever jealous of him, and he gave her good cause
to be so. His restlessness was something which wore out
all with whom he was brought in contact. When not at
war, he was engaged in the chase. He would mount
his horse at daybreak, ride all day furiously, and on his
return home tire out his companions by keeping them in
activity till late at night. His feet were always swollen
from violent exercise, yet he would never sit except at
meals. Like Caligula he was ever in movement. At
church his restlessness gave scandal. He grudged the
time taken up by devotion, and relieved his impatience
by whispers to his companions or by drawing little
caricatures.

We are not so well able to describe Eleanor. Her
portrait has not been given to us with the same minute-
ness; and her effigy at Fontevrault represents her at
an advanced period of life, and has, moreover, been
mutilated.

That she was vain, haughty, and withal frivolous, does
not admit of a doubt, but we must not believe all that the
French chroniclers have recorded against her. They seem
to have been unable to mention the marriage of the
heiress of Aquitaine with Henry without losing their
tempers and breaking forth into lamentation and abuse.
Eleanor suffered at their hands. Every evil rumour that
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floated about relative to her conduct, was greedily seized
on and recorded against her.!

The consanguinity between Eleanor and Henry was
much closer than that which had served as excuse for the
rupture of union with Louis; but in such matters scruples
of conscience were feigned to serve passion or political
intrigue, and, indeed, the laws of consanguinity had been
extended by canonists for no other purpose than that of
ministering occasion to the papal chancery for reaping
harvests of money by granting dispensations or sanction-
ing divorces.?

That which the wise Suger had been so anxious to
avoid now came to pass.

Stephen, king of England, died in 1154, and Henry of
Anjou, then aged twenty-two, at once became king of
England, and the most powerful sovereign in Europe.
He held the entire littoral of France from Flanders to the
Pyrenees, and the king of France was cut off from the
Mediterranean by the counts of Provence and Toulouse.
Henry was regent of Flanders, in the absence of its
count; he exercised over Brittany a suzerainty that had
in vain been sought by the previous dukes of Normandy.
He reduced, as we shall soon see, Quercy, and menaced
Toulouse ; La Marche he purchased, and he occupied the
Limousin, Berri,and Auvergne. His possessions on Gallic
soil more than doubled those held by the king of France.
Louis found himself in the coils of this terrible vassal, who
owed him allegiance for a long string of dependent terri-

! The charges against her have been analysed by M. de Villepreux,
Eléanor de Guyenne, 1862.

*In the medizval legend of the Fair Helena, the emperor easily
prevails on the pope by a sum of money to grant him a dispensation to
marry his own daughter. This reflects the popular opinion relative to
the papal chancery and dispensations.
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tories ; but such oaths were easily broken at the conveni-
ence of the vassal who felt himself strong enough to
establish his independence. And yet, feudal allegiance
was the only bond then recognised. It stood above the
tie of blood, and justified rebellion of even a child against
its father. On the other hand, it was merely personal. A
vassal scrupled to encounter his suzerain face to face, but
not to harry and annex his territories.

We must pass on to the year 1159.

William X., the father of Eleanor, had laid claim to the
county of Toulouse, in right of his wife; and Henry
resolved to enforce this claim,and extend his power across
the broad isthmus from sea to sea. He concluded a league
with the Count of Barcelona, and assembled a large army
of Norman, English, and Aquitanian knights and men-
at-arms, and left England, drawing with him Malcolm,
king of Scotland, and William of Blois, son of Stephen,
the late king, and Thomas a Becket, his chancellor, who
placed himself at the head of 700 of his own retainers,
equipped and maintained at his own cost.

Henry arrived at Périgueux at the end of June. He
entered into negotiations with the principal inhabitants
of Cahors, and obtained the surrender of that city. Henry
at once occupied it, and thence marched rapidly upon
Toulouse.

Meanwhile, Louis had been galvanised into some show
of energy, and had thrown himself, with a handful
of men, into the menaced city. This was enough to
arrest Henry, who scrupled to attack his suzerain in per-
son. Becket, who had not such a squeamish conscience,
in vain urged him to take advantage of the occasion, and
obtain by a bold stroke the city and the person of the
sovereign. But Henry shrank from so openly violating
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his oath, and withdrew first to Cahors, and then to Eng-
land. The clerical chancellor was left in Cahors to
reduce all Quercy, and he at once set to work to put the
capital into condition to stand a siege. He drew a
cordon of wall and tower across the neck of land where
the Lot makes a great loop about the town, and these
defences remain to this day. Then Becket attacked and
stormed three castles in Quercy, hitherto deemed im-
pregnable, the names of which, unhappily, are not recorded ;
but it is probable that one of these was Castelnau le
Bretenoux, and another Puy 'Evéque. He cast aside his
clerical garb, donned hauberk, and tilted against a French
knight, whose horse he bore away as proof of his prowess.

A treaty of peace was concluded in 1160, and com-
parative rest was given to the land for some thirteen
years.

Henry had four sons by Eleanor of Guyenne—Henry
Courtmantel, born in 1155; Richard, born in I¥507:%
Geoffry, born in 1158; and John, born in 1168.

Henry II. resolved to associate his eldest son with
him on the throne, in 1170, and obtained for him as wife
Margaret, daughter of Louis and of his second wife, Con-
stantia of Castile.

It is possible to discern in the conduct of Henry a
clear political conception. He had no intention of con-
stituting one vast empire, which should embrace England,
with its vassal states of Scotland and Ireland, and the
major portion of his possessions on Gallic soil, these latter
subject to the suzerainty of the French king. He set
about to consolidate the power of the throne in Eng-
land by subjugating the barons, and razing their strong-
holds. This well-compacted realm, with its elements of
mischief reduced to comparative impotence, he designed
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to hand over eventually to his eldest son, Henry. For
Richard he proposed the duchy of Aquitaine, his mother’s
inheritance; and for Geoffry the duchy of Brittany. For
John he obtained the promise of the heiress of Maurienne,
and when she died, he conquered for his youngest and
favourite son the turbulent island of Ireland.

This scheme might have worked well but for two
causes: the devilry in the Angevin blood and the
jealousy of the French king.

According to popular tradition, an ancestress of the
Plantagenets had been an incarnate devil. Her husband
remarked that she would never remain to the conse-
cration of the Host at mass. He bade four of his squires
hold her. Then she flew away through the roof, leaving
behind her two of her sons, but carrying away with her
two others. A diabolic origin was also attributed to the
Norman house, in which the duke and duchess, despair-
ing of having children, after in vain invoking Heaven,
turned to the assistance of the arch-fiend, and the gift of
Satan was Robert the Devil! In Henry and his sons both
these currents of evil blood were united. It was worse
with the sons than with the father. Their grandfather,
the Count of Poitou, had begotten Eleanor of a woman
carried off from her husband, and a holy man had pro-
phesied of them, “ From you twain no good will ever
spring.”

This diabolical origin of the family was accepted
without question by the princes. When a priest, cross
in hand, came before Geoffry and endeavoured to dis-
suade him from being another Absalom, and raising his
hand against his father, “ What!” exclaimed the young

1 To this William the Bastard referred in his address to the soldiers
before the battle of Hastings, as Henry of Huntingdon gives it.
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man; “am I to falsify my birth?” “ You misunderstand
me, my lord,” said the priest. “I desire nothing to your
disadvantage.” “Bah!” exclaimed the Count of Brittany ;
“it is the destiny of our family to hate each other. It
is our heritage; and not one of us will renounce his
share in it.” !

In 1170, when at the height of his quarrel with Becket,
now Primate of England, Henry had his eldest son
crowned by the Archbishop of York. At the coronation
feast, in the exuberance of his joy, he served his son at
table, and let slip the incautious words, “ Henceforth I
am no more king.” But the youthful Henry—he was
but fifteen,—was ambitious, and was surrounded by evil
advisers. His father-in-law, whose niggling conscience
scrupled at trifles, felt no compunction in stirring up
the son against his father, and he urged on the boy to
demand that the words spoken in jest should be converted
into fact. As Michelet well says: “Le moyen ige prenait
toute parole au sérieux. La lettre-est toute-puissante aux
temps barbares.” elac

Thrust on by Louis, Henry Courtmantel, from Paris,
sent a peremptory demand to the king, his father, to
resign to him either England or Normandy ; “ to the end,”
said he, “that he and the queen, his wife, might have the
means of supporting their dignity.” Henry rejected the
insolent demand, and bade the boy have patience till his
death, when he would inherit both England and Nor-
mandy.

During an illness, Henry 11. had made a vow that he
would undertake a pilgrimage to Rocamadour, and this
vow he accomplished in the same year (1170). But owing

! For much of this matter I am indebted to Miss Norgate's England
under the Angevin Kings, London, 1887.
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to the proximity to the territories of the Count of Tou-
louse, who was hardly likely to respect his person, even
under the garb of a pilgrim, he made it “en corps
d’armée et prét a combattre.”

The king behaved very well on this expedition. He
would not suffer his soldiers to commit any violence, and
he paid liberally for all he required.

The pilgrimage took place whilst he was engaged in
conflict with Becket, who had been suddenly converted
from an obsequious and ostentatiously luxurious courtier
into an insolent and an ostentatiously ascetic prelate.

A paroxysm of penitence had come over the king, after __
a paroxysm of fury. Exasperated at the arrogance of the
Primate of England, and his impotence against him, backed
as he was by the Holy See, Henry had on one occasion
torn off his cap and dashed it on the ground; ripped off
his girdle, and thrown his clothes about the room; wrenched
the silken coverlet from his bed, and rolled upon it; and
plucked the rushes from the floor to gnaw them. Then,
this fit of ungovernable fury over, he was filled with religious
qualms, and undertook the pilgrimage to Rocamadour.

This is perhaps the most marvellous shrine in Europe.
Montserrat is wonderful, but scarcely surpasses Roca-
madour.

According to legend, purely unfounded, Zacchaus came
to Gaul along with St. Veronica, and, being fond of climb-
ing, sought out an abrupt rock, scrambled up it to a hole
in the precipice, and made that his home for the remainder
of his days. The legend makes him a cotemporary of St.
Martial of Limoges, who cannot be placed earlier than the
third century.! The date when the Romano-Gallic hermit

! The original Acts of St. Martial were lost before 994 ; the fabulous
Acts are a stupid forgery, teeming with anachronisms and absurdities.
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Amator was converted into Zacchaus is probably late in
the Middle Ages. It is much more probable that the
Zacchaeus who was fourth bishop of Jerusalem was the
man of small stature called by Christ.

Rocamadour is in a gorge of the Alzou, a waterless
river in summer, with a town well in the bed of the
torrent, used in dry seasons; covered over with a slab
of stone and sealed down in autumn before the rains
come on.

The precipices of Dolomitic limestone rise 600 feet above
the bed of the river ; they overhang. Half-way up, a cluster
of seven churches and chapels clings like swallows’ nests
to the face of the rock, the overhanging limestone actually
forming the roof of some of these. The churches are at
different stages, and of various sizes, ages, and characters.
But not only are there these houses of God, there are
also a convent and a hospice for the reception of pilgrims.
The latter is reached by a thread-like path cut in the face
of the rock, and the passages and staircases in the interior
are hewn in the white limestone. Above all, on the level
top of this crag is a castle, with its church, now converted
into a college of diocesan missionaries.

Some of the buildings are older than the date of the
visit of Henry II, notably a singular apsidal chapel over
a gate, having the rock for its roof, rudely adorned with
frescoes, representing that favourite subject in the Middle
Ages, the three kings walking and encountering three
skeletons, who salute them. In the wall, near the gate,
is a huge sword. This is a reproduction as near as
possible of Durandal, the famous blade of Roland, which
he is said to have driven into the joints of the masonry,
on leaving this place of pilgrimage before he went into
Spain and fell at Roncesvalles.
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From below, the visitor ascends by 140 steps to the
gateway. Up this pilgrims mount on their knees, at
each step exclaiming: “Notre Dame de St. Amadour,
priez pour nous,” and reciting an Ave.

Then ensues a fortified gate of the end of the eleventh
century, and a building, mean in style, that has been
erected on the ruins of the old “palace of the bishops
of Tulle.” In the desire of the ecclesiastical authorities
to restore this extraordinary cluster of edifices from the
ruin into which it had fallen after the bad days of the
Revolution, they have unhappily employed architects
unable to grasp the merits of the situation, and to design
what is in character with it. After passing within
the gate, a further ascent of a flight of steps leads us to
several of the churches. In face is St. Saviour’s ; beneath
it the subterranean church of St. Amadour; on the right
the chapel of SS. Joachim and Anna, recently recon-
structed, and well done; then the chapels of St. Blaise,
St. John the Divine, and St. John the Baptist, all on the
right. On the left, rising from the wall of an inner gate, on
a higher level, is the apse of St. Michael, then the church
of the miraculous image of the Blessed Virgin, supposed
to have been brought from the Holy Land by Zacchaeus,
in reality a work of the twelfth century. The curious
Romanesque chapel of St. Michael has a door in the
side opening into space. Below it, on the wall, are marks
of beams, so that it must have originally given access
to a gallery suspended over the abyss. Above it the
rock rises to the height of 216 feet. Between this
chapel and the church of St. Salvator is a tomb cut in
the rock containing a representation of St. Amadour.
Here, in 1166, a body was found which was supposed
to have been that of the saintly hermit; it is, however,
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quite as likely to have been that of a prehistoric
savage.

The chapel of the miraculous image was reconstructed
in 1479. It contains several relics, a bit of the gown of the
Blessed Virgin, the miraculous image, and a large bell hung
in the midst of the vault, which is said to sound of itself when
any great event is going to take place. A record is kept of
the times when it sounded—never to purpose; and it failed
to give warning of the Revolution and the ruin of the shrine.
The miracle is easily explicable, as well as the reason
why, since the reconstruction of the sanctuary, it has not
sounded. The door of the chapel is to the south-west,
and the chapel was formerly much lower than it is now,
so that, when the door was opened, a blast of wind in
a gale was very likely to make the bell vibrate. Since
the bell has been raised above the rush of air, it has
ceased to exercise its miraculous powers. The concierge
told me that when the wind is in the south and south-
west, and the door is open, the bell swings in the draught,
even now that it has been elevated far higher than where it
hung formerly. The bell itself—which is fondly supposed
to have belonged to St. Amator—is Celtic in type and
of hammered metal. No bells of this form are earlier
than the sixth century. St. Felix of Nola, who died
A.D. 310, was the inventor of hammered bells. Before that
only “grellots” were known. Moreover, the Rocamadour
bell is not of the most primitive form, which was square
or oblong ; it shows an advance towards the shape assumed
when bells were cast. The little town clings to the base
of the precipice that overhangs. It is said that never has
a rock fallen from above and done injury to the houses
below. There was, however, a fall of rock in the twelfth
century, which destroyed the old chapel of the saint.
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To return to Henry II. He is said to have vowed
at the shrine of Rocamadour that he would do his utmost
to be reconciled to Becket. He kept his oath, for he
returned northwards, and, on July 22, met the archbishop
in a pleasant meadow at La Ferté-Bernard, on the borders
of Touraine. The king arrived before the archbishop,
and as soon as Becket appeared, riding leisurely towards
the tent, he spurred his horse to meet him, and saluted
him cap in hand. They dismounted, and met in friendly
manner, and when Becket would have remounted his
horse, the king condescended to hold the stirrup to the
citizen’s son, whose head was turned by his advancement
and by the sense of power. The reconciliation was but for
a moment; no sooner were king and prelate parted than
the mutual antagonism broke out again, and the fatal
blunder of the murder of Becket followed.

Nothing could have happened better suited to the
purposes of the French king. Louis, so repeatedly
humbled by Henry, had sufficient low cunning to see
that his adversary had put into his hand the most for-
midable weapon that could be used against him. He
appealed to the Pope. The archbishop of Sens, primate
of Gaul, launched his excommunication against the king
of England. Henry was in extreme danger. The murder
was attributed to him by every one. An excuse was
afforded to every rebellious vassal to rise against him.
Henry was forced by his necessities to compromise with
the ever venal Court of Rome, and to pay for the blood of
the “martyr” with a denier to St. Peter imposed on the
newly acquired Ireland, and somewhat later with declar-
ing England to be a fief of the Holy See.

In 1172, Henry II and his queen were at Limoges,
and there he disposed of the duchy of Aquitaine in favour
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of his son Richard, thus inaugurating the second portion
of his political programme.

The Aquitanian dower received with. Eleanor had

been a burdensome one. The territories comprised within
Guyenne were occupied by peoples of different races and
aspirations, as varied as was the nature of the land. “A
territory containing every variety of soil and of natural
characteristics, from the flat, rich pastures of Berri and
the vineyards of Poitou and Saintonge, to the rugged
~volcanic rocks and dark chestnut woods of Auvergne,
the salt marshes, sandy dunes, barren heaths, and gloomy
forests of the Gascon coast, and the fertile valleys which
open between the feet of the Pyrenees—a territory whose
population differed in blood and speech from their fellow-
subjects north of the Loire almost as widely as Normans
and Angevins differed from Englishmen ; while in temper
and modes of thought and life they stood so apart from
the northern world, that in contradistinction to ‘them,
Angevins and Normans and English might almost be
counted, and indeed were almost ready to count them-
selves, as one people.”?

Moreover, Guyenne teemed with small and great nobles
who had been accustomed to war, and who loved it as
the only occupation befitting a gentleman; and whose
sole aspiration was to be free to do as they liked. The
race was extraordinarily mixed, at bottom Iberian or
Basque, with Gaulish, Roman, Gothic, Saracen beds over-
lying, and these all tossed together by matrimonial alliance
into a general confusion of blood. And with this
difference of race came in differences in religious ideas;
and speedily it came to be discovered that the grasp of
the Church on the people was ineffectual, that the gospel

! Norgate, England under the Angevin Kings, ii. p. 203.
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had in no way modified their lives, and that the only
clear religious conception they had was in a duality of
Gods, and in the eternal conflict between Light and
Darkness, Spirit and Matter. The men of the South
were volatile, fond of ease, sensual, and revengeful. They
had inherited from the Romans a certain mental culture,
and of the Saracens laxity of morals, as well as a con-
tempt for the Christian religion, that startled the grave,
ascetic, and believing North. When the dukedom of
Aquitaine passed to a woman, and she carried it to a
prince beyond the seas, then every petty noble in
Guyenne believed that he was practically independent to
do as he pleased. They preserved a certain respect for
Eleanor, and it was her influence which kept Guyenne
in some sort of obedience during the earlier years of her
married life with Henry. But no sooner did differences
break out between her and her husband, than at once
every baron was in revolt. It taxed Henry’s wariness
and rigour to the uttermost, during the years of his struggle
with Becket, to hold this duchy in subjection. As soon
as ever he was able, he committed it to his son Richard
to treat it as he had England, to break the power of
the disturbers of the public peace, and reduce the barons
to order.

Richard was aged fifteen when, on Trinity Sunday,

he was enthroned Duke of Aquitaine at Poitiers, in
his mother’s presence. Henry probably intended that he
should govern it under her advice; but if so, his plan was
frustrated by his own conduct. The king’s dissolute life,
his disregard for his elderly wife, possibly coarse insults
offered her, had filled Eleanor with a more bitter dislike,
though not one so contemptuous as that which she had
entertained for her first husband. She became, along
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with Louis, a prime instigator of the young princes in
their revolt against their father.

On the feast of the Purification, 1173, Henry 1L, with
his wife and Richard, were at Montferrand in Auvergne,
for the settlement of the vexed question of the claim on
Toulouse. It was arranged that thenceforth the county
of Toulouse, with its northern dependencies, Rouergue and
the Albigeois, should become a recognised underfief of
the duchy of Aquitaine, to which its western dependency,
Quercy, with its capital, Cahors, had been violently
annexed in 1160.

No sooner was this treaty signed, than Raymond,
Count of Toulouse, who had followed Henry to Limoges,
deemed it his duty to warn him that his wife and sons
were planning revolt. He, Raymond, strongly advised
Henry to take securities of them for their fidelity. Then,
on the plea that he was going on a hunting expedition,
Henry left Limoges, and visited all the castles whose
wardens had been tampered with, and replaced them
with trusty servants of his own.

Henry then returned in the direction of Normandy,
taking with him Eleanor and the young Henry, but the
latter found means to slip through his fingers, and fly to
the French court. Louis welcomed him, and when King
Henry sent delegates to Paris to reclaim his son, they
found him seated beside Louis, in the pomp of royal
vesture.

“Of what king of England do you speak?” asked
Louis. “Here at my side is the true king. His father,
the former king, to whom you give this title, died to that
power the day in which he invested his son with it.”

Henry at once secured Eleanor, who, disguised in
male garments, was attempting also to make her escape
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to the French court, and consigned her to prison, where
she was retained for sixteen years, surrounded by faithful
and attached servants,

It is not possible to feel pity for the queen. She had
come to the court of Henry, surrounded by a gay retinue
of minstrels, and had not even attempted to disguise her
passion for Bertrand de Ventadour, one of the most prolific
of the poets of the Limousin. After having loved and
sung Azalais, wife of the viscount of Ventadour, he was

forced to fly from the wrath of the outraged husband, and
he took refuge with Eleanor, a bride, at the court of
Angers. Eleanor was not particular whom she favoured.
Having already, if there be truth in the scandal, smiled on
an infidel prisoner, she now loved a singer of servile
origin. But too much must not be made of these minstrel
attachments. The troubadours sang and courted elderly
ladies and belauded their withering charms for the sake of
their entertainment and the largesses dropped into their
itching palms.

“My lady,” sang Bertrand of Eleanor, “is as crafty as
she is clever. She always makes me believe that she
loves me, yet is ever deceiving me; and she hoodwinks
me with her sweet fictions, Lady! leave off deception
and disguise! Your vassal suffers, and the consequence
of my suffering recoils on you.”

Eleanor was herself a composer of lays and love-songs.
As she advanced in age, after having been the mother of
ten children, of whom eight were born to He'nry, her
love of pleasure gave way to passionate jealousy of her
husband, and uncontrolled ambition,

The young Henry added hypocrisy to rebellion. He

‘appealed to Rome, pleading the wrongs done by his
father to the Church, complaining that the murderers of
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Becket were still at large, and solemnly affirming that
his real reason for assuming arms was desire to avenge the
blood of the “ martyr.”

Richard hastened to do homage to the French king
for Aquitaine, and Geoffry for Brittany. A formidable
league supported the pretensions of the younger Henry.
The kings of France and Scotland, the count of Flanders,
and many of the great barons of England, Normandy,
Aquitaine, and Brittany, entered into the confederacy. In
this emergency Henry hastened to make peace with
Rome, as already mentioned, and, distrustful of his own
nobles, he hired a large army of mercenaries, the warlike
scum of Western Europe, who, in that age, under the
name of Brabanters or Routiers, were ready to take
service in any cause. With this practised force he
encountered and discomfited King Louis, young Henry,
the count of Flanders, and the rebels of his own con-
tinental states; whilst head was made in the North against
the Scots, and the English malcontents were crushed at
home. Notwithstanding the reverses of their first cam-
paign, the allies prepared in the next to invade the
dominions of Henry at all points. Early in 1174, the
situation of England excited. the gravest apprehensions,
and Henry hastened back to it. One success followed
another, and discomfiture and discouragement everywhere
came on the rebels and their allies.

Richard had, in the meantime, begun the work of
controlling his unruly vassals in Guyenne. “The endless
strife of the Aquitanian nobles with their foreign duke,
and with each other, sprang less from political motives
than from a love of strife for its own sake; and their
love of strife was only one phase of the passion for
adventure and excitement, which ran through every fibre
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of their nature, and coloured every aspect of their social
life. The men of the South lived in a world where the
most delicate poetry and the fiercest savagery, the wildest
moral and political disorder, and the most refined
intellectual culture, mingled together in a confusion as
picturesque as it was dangerous.”

One element of discord remains now to be noticed,
and it was one peculiar to the region and to the time.
At Hautefort, on the limestone plateau a little south of
Excideuil in Périgord, lived the minstrel Bertrand de Born.
He was for ever quarrelling with his brother Constantine,
whom he dispossessed from the ancestral castle, and he
maintained himself there by the support of the sons of
Henry II. In the memoir prefaced to his poems, written
shortly after his death, he is thus described: “ He was a
good knight and a good warrior, and an admirable servant
of ladies. He was a famous troubadour, composing
sirventes. A pleasant, courteous man, withal, wise of heart
and well-spoken. Whenever he chose he was master of
King Henry and of his sons; but he always goaded them to
war one against the other, the father against the sons, and
the brothers against one another ; and he always endeav-
oured, as well, to set the kings of France and England
at feud. If they made peace or a truce, he at once set to
work to compose a sirvente which would disturb all, by
showing each party how they were dishonoured by peace.
And he got much advantage through this, but also much
harm.”

The sirvente was a poetic blister applied to those
whom he desired to sting into action, and it rarely
failed in its effect. When once published, it flew from
mouth to mouth, and the princes, unable to endure

! Norgate, p. 204.
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ridicule, drew against each other their recently sheathed
swords.!

In 1180 the contemptible Louis VII. died, and was
. succeeded by his able and energetic son, Philip Augustus,
a man who left his mark on his times. But he was only
fifteen when he ascended the throne. It was not long
before he showed his kinsmen and his vassals that he was
made of very different stuff from his father, and that he
had a shrewdness in advance of his years.

The young Henry, who had been chafing at the
inaction to which he had been compelled, now put forward
once more his demands upon his brother Richard to do
homage to him for his duchy of Guyenne. This Richard
haughtily refused, whereupon Henry allied himself with
his brother Geoffry, duke of Brittany, and marched
against Richard.

Meanwhile, the severity with which Richard had dealt
with his refractory Aquitanian barons had roused them to
revolt.

He had gone among them scarcely more than a boy in
years, but with an iron will that matched that of the Con-
queror himself. He had set himself to work “to bring
the shapeless into shape, to reduce the irregular to rule,
to cast down the things that were mighty, and to level
those that were rugged; to restore the dukedom to its
ancient boundaries and its former government.”? He
did his work with all the energy of his character, and
never stooped to conciliate, or had patience to wait. “He
thought nothing done while anything still remained incom-
plete,” says the same author, Giraldus. “He cared for

! An important contribution to the history of the time is Clédat (L.),
Duiml‘e historique de Bertrand de Born, Paris, 1879.
Girald. Cambr., De Instr. Princ. iii. 8.
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no success that was not reached by a path hewn by his
own sword, and stained with his opponents’ blood. Boil-
ing over with zeal for order and justice, he sought to
quell the audacity of this ungovernable people, and to
secure the safety of the innocent amid ‘these workers of
mischief by at once proceeding against the evil-doers
with the utmost rigour which his ducal authority enabled
him to exercise upon them.”

There can be no doubt but that, had Richard been
able to complete his work, the condition of Guyenne would
have been enormously improved. It may be questioned
whether, among the insolent and lawless barons, it was
possible to deal with them in any other way.

Richard set himself in Aquitaine and Périgord to do
what his father had done in Englan‘d,‘to reduce one by
one their strongholds, breeding-places of social and
political pestilence. “No mountain-side, however steep
and rugged, no tower, however lofty and impregnable,
availed to check his advance, as skilful as it was daring,
as steady and persevering as it was impetuous.”

Now appeared a sirvente of Bertrand de Born (1181),
full of gibe and sneer at the young Henry for being
content with the title of king, without having any of the
power that should accompany the title. As the prince
had been granted by his father a tax that was imposed on
all wheeled vehicles, he designates him as “Sir Carter.”
“O Puyguillem, Clarens, Grignol, St. Astier, Turenne,
Angouléme!” exclaims Bertrand, “we all are better off
than Sir Carter, who gives up his cart, and has only a
few deniers paid into his trembling hand.” The league
formed against Richard by his brothers and the barons led
to no important results, Henry II. came to an arrange-
ment with the young Henry to pay him 100 livres of
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Angevin money daily, for his own use, and 10 livres
beside for that of his wife. At once Bertrand flung out
another venomous szrvente, but it failed in its effect. On
Christmas Day, 1182, the old king and his three sons,
Henry, Richard, and Geoffry, met at Caen, but again
quarrelled. It was once more the story of allegiance for
Aquitaine and Brittany demanded by the young Henry,
and now, strangely enough, supported by his father, who
was thereby going contrary to his own original plans.
Why should the two dukes on Gallic soil give oath of
allegiance to their brother, who would succeed in all prob-
ability to the English throne? They were already vassals
to the French crown, and rightly so. Henry II. had
himself at first recognised the incongruity, and had not
purposed to continue the union. Very rightly Richard
refused to submit. The young Henry entered into the
most solemn engagements to his father, to be ever faithful
to him, and he revealed to him that he was in corre-
spondence with the discontented barons of Aquitaine. The
old king, perhaps thinking that a feudal alliance between
Henry and Richard might be of advantage, so as to
enable the latter to quell his restless nobles, advised and
entreated Richard to take the oath. An altercation
ensued; and then up cropped another topic of strife, a
castle at Clairvaux, which Richard had erected on territory
not properly within his own limits. Richard left Caen in
anger, and civil war broke out. In the first burst of
resentment, Henry bade his two other sons go and “ subdue
Richard’s pride ” by force of arms, but immediately after-
wards summoned all three to meet him at Limoges,
together with the aggrieved barons of Aquitaine. Geoffry
collected a force of mercenaries, and arrived in the capital
« of Limousin early in February, and Henry, the younger,
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came soon after, and threw himself into the citadel, which
was held by a partisan, Aymar, viscount of Limoges,
and set to work to rouse the whole of Quercy and Périgord
against Richard, whilst pretending to his father, who had
arrived with a small company, that he was negotiating
peace. Geoffry occupied the castle when his elder brother
was absent, these two were held together by their common
ambition. The king proposed a conference with his son
Geoffry in the market-place of Limoges. Whilst thus
engaged, he was saluted by a flight of arrows, discharged
against him from the battlements of the castle. One of
these wounded the horse he rode. With tears he bade
an attendant pluck out the arrow, and, extending it to
Geoffry, said, “My son, what hath thy unhappy father
done to deserve that thou shouldst make him the mark
for thine arrows?”

A lame excuse was offered, and sorrowfully accepted.

It is difficult, not to say impossible, to follow all the
phases of this wretched parricidal and fratricidal broil.
The old king had come to Limousin to enforce his
eldest son’s claim, yet saw that son turned against him.
Apparently the young Henry considered that the time
was come for him to grasp at the crown which he was so
impatient to wear, and had resolved on taking advantage
of the occasion when his father was at Limoges with
a very few attendants to get possession of his person.
For the next moment we find Henry laying siege to the
castle of Limoges, and consenting to assist Richard
against his elder brother. Twice did this odious young
traitor come to his father with assurances of fidelity or of
submission, but each time it was merely for the sake of
gaining time whilst he assembled a large force of mercen-
aries to attack his father and brother simultaneously.
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“One of the most puzzling figures in the history of the
time,” says Miss Norgate, “is that of the younger Henry
of Anjou. From the day of his crowning to that of his
death, not one deed is recorded of him save deeds of the
meanest ingratitude, selfishness, cowardice, and treachery.
Yet this undutiful, rebellious son, this corrupter and
betrayer of his younger brothers, this weak and faithless
ally, was loved and admired by all men while he lived,
and lamented by all men when he was gone.”

Henry Courtmantel was handsome, had a graceful
courtesy, and great fascination of manner. There was in
him a certain good-nature and generosity, but all his
qualities that attracted men were on the surface, and the
age was one blunt to moral depravity, and easily taken
with what dazzled the eyes. Among the historians of the
time, there is but one who attempted to account for the
popularity of a youth so worthless, and he could find
no other explanation than that “the number of fools is
infinite.”

Philip Augustus warmly seconded the young ruffian;
it was obviously his interest to have the whole family at
loggerheads. He sent him a band of adventurers called
paillards, brigands, who desolated the country they
traversed, with complete indifference whether it were that
of friend or foe. Henry Courtmantel was reduced to
great difficulties to pay these adventurers. He stripped
the shrine of St. Martial at Limoges, and levied eéxactions
on the citizens; he went about the country plundering
churches and monasteries. He squeezed the abbey of
Grandmont, the most famous in the Limousin, of all its
treasure, and carried off even a golden pipe from the altar,
that had been a present from his father. At the head of
his Routiers he attacked Angouléme,
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In his forays at this time, Courtmantel came to
Rocamadour, and pillaged the venerated shrine of its
treasures, not even excepting the sword of Roland, and
he left his own dishonoured blade in its stead. Then,
burdened with loot, he arrived at Martel, a little town
planted away from the Dordogne on a treeless, waterless,
glaring causse, its sole plea for existence being that just
there a little more brown-red earth is to be found than
is usual on the plateaux. It had, moreover, been a
Gaulish or Merovingian camp, and the &u#fe of this en-
trenchment remains to the present day.

Henry had been for some time unwell, and his malady
now laid hold of him. To his dismay, he felt that his
end was approaching. Now, at last, his long sleeping
conscience awoke and upbraided him, and he sent a
messenger to his father at Limoges, entreating him to
forgive and visit him. Treachery was, however, so con-
stant a feature in this young man’s character, that the
king mistrusted the summons, believing it to be part of a
trap for ensnaring him, and he refused to go; he, however,
plucked his ring from his finger and committed it to the
archbishop of Bordeaux. Henry bade the prelate not
draw rein till he had conveyed the ring to his repentant
son, in token of forgiveness and paternal affection. He
cherished the hope that the robust constitution of the
patient would enable him to recover from the disease.

The messenger, however, just reached the dying prince
before he expired. Henry Courtmantel pressed the ring
to his lips, and implored Heaven to pardon his irregu-
larities and rebellion, and ordered that he should be
dragged by a rope from his bed and cast upon a floor
strewn with ashes, that by the manner of his death he
might give some expression to the sincerity of the con-
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trition consuming his soul. Henry Courtmantel died at
Martel on St. Barnabas’ day, June 11, 1183.

This death, which ruined so many hopes, inspired
Bertrand de Born, his evil counsellor, with two of his

A COURTYARD, MARTEL.

finest sirventes, in one of which he declares his intention
of never singing again, now that the hope and joy of his
life is gone in the death of the best king that was ever born,
“Had you lived, Seigneur, if you had lived longer, you
would have been the king of the courteous and the emperor
of the gallant, You were entitled ‘The Young King,’

and you were the crown and father of youth and valour.”
22
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Perhaps the most signal instance of the general obtuse-
ness of conscience and inability to discriminate between
right and wrong that prevailed at the time was the fact
that, according to popular belief, miracles were wrought
at his tomb, and he was by some accounted as a saint.

Tradition points out the house at Martel where the

CHURCH AT MARTEL.

“Young King” died. It is in large part of the period,

but the face has been altered in the fifteenth century,
when a turret was added.

The Hotel de Ville, with its angle turrets and tower,

“is in great measure of the twelfth century, and is an

interesting and picturesque pile.
The church has no side aisles, and the east end was
on the town walls; it is flanked with turrets, and the east



ELEANOR OF GUYENNE 35

window protected by machicolations; a portion of the
moat is below it, and contains water, the drainage from
the church roof.

On the day following the funeral of Henry Court-
mantel, the old king stormed the castle of Limoges,
a few days later, that of Hautfort, when Bertrand de
Born fell into his hands. Henry had good cause against
this prime mover of strife, and he was not inclined to
spare him. Bertrand had often boasted that he possessed
a supply of ready wit sufficient to extricate him from any
difficulty into which he fell. As the soul of the conspiracy,
he was now doomed to die, and Henry taunted him with
his former boast: “ Now, surely, all your ready wit is run
out!”

“Yes, sire! I shed it all the day that died the gallant
young king I loved so dearly.”

The tears came into Henry’s eyes, and he waved the
troubadour away. Bertrand won his life by that word.



CHAPTER XVI

CHALUS

The Reason why Chilus is described—The Situation of Chalus—The
Two Castles—La Villette—The Castle in the Town—Richard hated
in Aquitaine—The Romance of Cceur-de-Lion—His Banquet—His
Return from Palestine—Ballad—The Quarrel of Richard with the
Viscount of Limoges—Attack on Chilus—Richard wounded—and

dies—Pierce Basile flayed—Verses on the Death of Richard—
Foulkes’ Sermon.

THE castle of Chalus-Chabrol does not legitimately come
within the range of subjects immediately connected with
the limestone plateaux of the centre of France, and yet
it seems to me justifiable if I here say a few words rela-
tive to it.

For, in the first place, it marks the close of the first
act of the great drama of the English occupation of
Guyenne, and completes the story of the Plantagenet
princes in this part of France. We have just seen the
end of one rebellious son of Henry II. at Martel, and
Chélus was the scene of the tragic death of another, the
greatest of these sons, the only one for whom it is possible
to say a word in his favour.

Moreover, Chalus is on the way to that district de-
scribed in this volume, and when I made my second visit

to the Causses, it was the first place where I halted after
leaving England.

36
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Chalus is not an easy place to reach. It lies on a
branch line between Bussi¢re-Galant and Saillat-Chassenon,
on which run—nay, crawl—but two trains during the day
in each direction, and one at night.

Bussi¢re-Galant is on the line from Limoges to Peri-
gueux, and Saillat-Chassenon on another branch line from

EIRITEN PHIrTON
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CHALUS.

Puy Joubert to Angouléme. At Bussiére we are on the
granite, but leave it, in the little train that meanders
through a pretty wooded country, for the schist, pene-
trated by runs of porphyry and diorite.

Chalus lies on two small heights divided by a stream
that springs a little to the north, the Tardoire, which
forms a small ravine, and is ponded back to form a pool
in which all the washing of the place is done. The little
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town numbers about 1800 inhabitants. It is irregularly
built, has some quaint old houses in it, a modern and
ugly church, and a castle that consists of a cylindrical
donjon, with ancient buildings grouped about it.

Beyond the Tardoire rises a rock that is crowned by
La Villette, which consists of another cylindrical tower,
and the ruins of a Romanesque church with quaint carved
capitals and corbels. What small portion of the buildings
is habitable is given up by the proprietors, the family of
Bourbon-Chélus, to the sisters of charity, who keep in it
a little school of girls. Under the castle, and constructed
out of the ruins, are some cottages, and the peasants draw
their water from the old castle well.

The little mountain pink grows dense among the
crumbling ruins, and the wild wallflower throws its pen-
dent yellow branches down the bare grey walls. The
donjon is constructed of granite and schist blocks and
rolled stones laid in rude courses; the lime has long ago
been eaten out from the joints by the weather. The
donjon is 75 feet high and go feet in circumference, and
is of the twelfth century. The only method of entering
it is by a door high up in the wall. Thence a stair winds
round the tower constructed in the thickness of the wall.
In the upper storey is a large breach formed by a fall
in 1870. A double window at a great height is circular-
headed. The Romanesque church of three bays and a
fallen apse is of earlier date than the reign of King
Richard.

It is singular that no mention is made of the castle
of La Villette in the account of the siege of Chalus.
The situation makes it stronger than that in the little
town.

The tower that was undermined by the besiegers was
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at the north-west angle of the rectangular building of the
castle in the town, and occupied the point whence the
hill descends rapidly. The stone on which Richard stood
is just below this in the meadow by the stream. The
tower still standing, which has been recently fresh capped,
is certainly of the twelfth century. At the bottom is the

R -‘__,.)ki, o r :
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vaulted prison. Above this the tower consists of three
stages reached by a spiral stair. The upper chambers
are octagonal and are domed. In the uppermost are a
large fireplace and a double window like that in the tower
of the donjon of La Villette. The portion of the castle
where stood the tower from which Richard was shot has
been invaded by private dwellings.

The more recent portion of the castle was erected in
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the thirteenth century, when it was given to Gerald de
Maumont by Arthur, viscount of Limoges. Gerald de
Maumont died in the castle in 1299.

No sooner was Henry II. dead, than Eleanor of Guy-
enne was released from her long confinement. Geoffry
had followed his brother Henry to the grave.. Richard
was king of England, duke of Normandy and of Aqui-
taine, count of Poitiers, Maine, and Anjou.

Loved he was not in Guyenne; he had dealt too
severely with the turbulent barons for them to yield him a
ready obedience. But all excuse for resistance was taken
from them now that Eleanor was free. ‘

Richard’s outward aspect was imposing; he was
wondered at for his height, his immense strength, held in
check though it was by a constantly-recurring ague, “which
kept him, dauntless though he was, in a tremor as con-
tinual as the tremor of fear in which he kept the rest of
the world ; this made him seem a paladin of chivalry.”!

His blue eyes and golden hair showed him to be a son of
the north. He had not the easy good-humour and grace
that had sat on his brother Henry, and had won all hearts.
He was rough and downright in his manners ; inflexible in
carrying out whatever object he had in view; gifted with
a certain generosity of heart ; placable, but without tender-
ness and consideration for the feelings of others. It was
asserted in Aquitaine that he respected neither life, pro-
perty, nor honour; that wherever he went he carried off
wives and daughters, and when weary of them, cast them
to his ruffianly hirelings ; that his subjects were dealt with
as his enemies. But against these accusations, made by
the nobility he quelled, we may set the testimony of the
archdeacon, Giraldus de Barri: “The accusation of

1 Girald. Cambr. De Instr. Princ. iii. 27.
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cruelty he incurred causelessly; this is evident, for when
the occasion for severity ceased, then he was clothed with
kindness and clemency ; and without being over hard, and
certainly far from being carelessly easy-going, his severity
gave way and reached the golden mean.” The same writer
draws a contrast between Richard and Henry Courtmantel,
entirely in favour of the former. “ Henry,” he says, “was
praised for his lenity and liberality ; Richard was remark-
able for his sternness of manner and fixity of purpose.
The former was commendable for sweetness of manner, the
latter for gravity ; praise was accorded to the former for
his facility, to the latter for his constancy. Henry was
merciful, but Richard was just. The former was the refuge
of the wicked and of evil-doers ; but the latter brought these
men to punishment. Henry gave protection to the bad;
Richard exterminated them. Again, Henry delighted in
martial sports; Richard cared only for serious pursuits.
Henry gave his favour to foreigners; Richard -always
favoured his own subjects. The former was beloved by
all; the latter only by the good. The former wanted to
grasp and draw to himself the whole world ; whereas the
latter laid claim only to that portion of it over which he
conceived he had legitimate right.”

It must, however, be admitted that the balance of testi-
mony is against Richard. But, indeed, his own conduct
on coming to the throne is his worst condemnation. It
became at once evident to every one that he understood
nothing of his responsibilities, and cared less for the welfare
of his people ; that his whole mind was occupied with one
idea, that of hacking at Saracens in Palestine, and con-
quering himself a kingdom at Jerusalem; or if not that, at
all events of gaining a name as the King of Adventurers.

He laid his hands on the treasury filled by the pru-
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dence and frugality of his father; he sold the county of
Northumberland for life to the bishop of Durham; and to
the king of Scotland he surrendered that suzerainty which
had cost his father so many battles. He gave his brother
John a county in Normandy, and seven in England, nearly
a third of his realm.

No English king has been dealt with more generously
by posterity than Richard, and none have less deserved it.
He did no good to England whilst king, but an infinite
deal of harm. He did not love England at all; he was a
bad son, a bad husband, and a bad king. His only
friends and companions were idle jongleurs and ruffianly
brigands. Yet somehow the good-natured English people
have chosen to idealise him, and to forgive all his defects,
because he had one virtue, that a purely brutal one,—
great animal courage.

He certainly had this advantage, that he was followed
by the despicable John, whose levity was marked even at
his coronation, when he turned to cut some joke with
a stander-by at the time of his anointing, and had to be
reprimanded by the archbishop. Richard, on the other
hand, was grave. Beside the cowardly, frivolous, treacher-
ous John, the brave, serious, and straightforward Richard
shone out. In contrast with pitchy blackness, iron-grey
looks comparatively white.

About half a century later a metrical romance was
composed relative to Richard Cceur-de-Lion that strangely
distorted history, and was written to glorify the Lion-
hearted. Yet even in that the engrained brutality of the -
hero is recognised. He is represented as boiling and
eating Saracens’ heads. Richard had been suffering from
ague in Palestine, and when convalescent, the first symp-
tom of his recovery was a violent longing for pork. But
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pork was not plentiful in a country whose inhabitants had
an abhorrence for swine’s flesh ; and
Though his men should be hanged,
They ne might, in that countrey,
For gold, ne silver, ne no money,
No pork find, take, ne get,
That King Richard might aught of eat.
The steward, no pig being available, took “a Saracen
young and fat,” and dressed him for the king’s meal.
Before King Richard carff a knight.
He ate faster that he carve might.
The king ate the flesh, and gnew the bones,
And drank well after for the nonce.

And when he had eaten enough,
His folk hem turned away, and laugh (laughed).

Now. this horrible meal was taken in ignorance, but
when King Richard asked for more, he was informed of
what he had partaken. [Instead of being angry, he was

delighted, and made the practical remark that this would
greatly relieve the cares of the commissariat.

Shall we never die for default,

While we may, in any assault,

Slee Saracens, the flesh may take,

And seethen, and rosten, and do them bake,

And gnawen hes (their) flesh to the bones!

Now I have proved it once;

For hunger ere I be woe,

I and my folk shall eat moe.
And actually,—in the romance,—Richard had a banquet
of boiled Saracens served up on the occasion of a visit of
ambassadors at his court.

We have nothing to do with the romantic story of the
crusade of Richard and of his captivity. He was released
in February 1194, arrived in England, where he was
enthusiastically received, and at once departed to the Gallic

shore, there to engage in hostilities with Philip Augustus.
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The-war was carried on with varied success till 1199.
Following the example of his father, Richard had engaged
the services of Brabant mercenaries, who were no better
than brigands, and carried terror wherever they went.
In 1198 both princes prosecuted the war with greater
ferocity than ever, burning and desolating the territories
they invaded, and in their barbarity thrusting out the eyes
of their prisoners.

Near Gisors Richard gained the day, and Philip
Augustus in his flight was nearly drowned in the river
Epte. “Ha, ha!” shouted Cceur-de-Lion; “this day I
have made the French king drink deep of the water of
the Epte.” As for himself, he had unhorsed three knights
at a single charge, and made them prisoners. .

Meanwhile, the King of France had entered into league
with the Count of Toulouse, who had invaded Quercy and
‘recovered his lost territory. But, on the other hand,
Richard had won the Counts of Flanders, Boulogne,
Perche, and Blois to his side. A truce was concluded,
and Richard took advantage of the breathing-time to enter
Aquitaine and chastise the vassal nobles who had shown
independence and flung off their allegiance.

A strange ballad flew from mouth to mouth. The
anecdote is well known, how that when Julian the Apostate
was on his way to fight the Persians, he taunted a Chris-
tian of Antioch with the question, “ What is the carpenter’s
Son doing now?” “He is making the emperor’s coffin,”
was the ready answer. And now, as Richard entered
Aquitaine, with his heart on fire with rage, the whisper
flew about, “ In the Limousin his death-arrow is being cut,
sharpened, and feathered.”

Aymar, viscount of Limoges, was the first to incur his
resentment.  As already intimated, the viscount had
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entered into relations with Philip Augustus of France;
he had signed a treaty with him in April 1198 at
St. Yrieix, and this Richard could not forgive. He
resolved to wrest from him his castles in the Limousin,
and to humble as well the count of Angouléme, who was
the brother of Aymar. But some pretext had to be sought,
as a truce had been concluded with Philip Augustus, and
the pretext put forward was that Aymar had discovered a
treasure, which he refused to surrender.

Richard divided his forces. He sent a detachment
against Nontron, and another against Piégut, two other
strongholds of the viscount. He himself sat down before
Chalus, which was defended by a couple of knights and
thirty-eight men-at-arms. One of the knights was called
Pierre Basile.

At the time the castle of Chélus possessed a second
round tower, that stood at the point of the hill above the
Tardoire, and Richard commanded his men to undermine
this.

The place was in imminent danger. The king stood
below on a rock still pointed out, watching for the breach
to be made. The day was March 26, 1199. The garrison,
seeing that all was lost, sent to ask leave to surrender
with the honours of war. Richard refused ; he swore that
he would hang every man. ]

The defenders of the fortress, finding themselves short
of missiles, flung down beams and portions of the parapet
on the heads of the miners. They had exhausted their
. bolts and arrows; they were short of defensive armour as
well.  One of the little band stood for more than half a
day on the wall, with nothing but a frying-pan for a shield
against the missiles which flew around him. This was
Pierre Basile. All at once an arrow wedged itself in a
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joint of the wall. Basile put out his hand, secured it, and,
placing it in his crossbow, aimed at the king, who stood on
the stone in the meadow, regardless of danger at all times,
the more so now, when he knew that the besieged had
expended their ammunition. Richard saw his action, and
greeted it with a shout of defiance. The arrow sped, and
struck him in his left shoulder, just below the joint of the
neck, and, glancing downwards, lodged in his side. :

He made light of the wound, and bade his captain,
Mercadier, press on the assault with redoubled vigour,
whilst he retired to his tent to have the arrow removed,
There he rashly attempted to extract it with his own hand.
The shaft broke, and the barb remained imbedded in his
flesh. Mercadier sent his surgeon, who endeavoured to cut
it out, but operated clumsily and hacked ineffectually.
The wound became inflamed and swelled ; the constitu-
tional restlessness of the patient, aggravated by pain,
made matters worse, and finally mortification set in.

When the mercenaries in the hire of King Richard
learned that his life was endangered, they were full of
rage, and assailed the castle with fury. The miners had
succeeded in throwing down the wall, and the soldiers
burst into the citadel.

Richard ordered that every man taken should be hung,
with the exception of the knight who had wounded him,
and whom, with capricious generosity, he forgave, and
ordered his dismissal with a hundred marks.

But Mercadier detained Basile till after the king’s
death, and then had him flayed alive. ‘

According to another account, he delivered him to
Joanna, the king’s sister, who tore out his eyes.!

! Roger Hoveden tells the story differently. He makes Bertrand de
Gourdon the man who shot the fatal arrow; but Bernard Iter, a con-
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The popular story found in all historians of modern
times is that told by Roger Hoveden, that the man who
shot the king was Bertrand de Gourdon, and that when
he was brought before Richard, the king said to him,
“What harm have I done you, that you should kill me?”
To which Bertrand replied, “ You slew my father and my
two brothers with your own hand, and now purposed to
kill me. Put me to death in the way you see fit. I am
rejoiced to think that I have ridded the world of one who
has caused it incalculable ills.”

The question was a singularly foolish one for the king
to ask. Bertrand de Gourdon was brother-in-law of the
viscount of Limoges, against whom Richard was fighting.
As shown in the note, it is impossible to accept Roger
Hoveden’s story as it stands. The man who slew Richard
was Pierre Basile; but there must be some grounds for the
statement of Hoveden, and I think the explanation is this,
At Chalus there are two castles, and Gourdon had been
placed by his brother-in-law, the viscount, in one, La
Villette, the strongest of the two, whereas Basile was in
the other, perhaps in command there. It is singular that
in no account of the siege is any mention made of La
Villette. In all probability Richard intended to reduce
the town and its castle first, and then to turn against the
second fortress. It cannot be that La Villette was not in
temporary Limousin writer, who gives an account of the death of
Richard, and who names even the hour at which he was wounded, says
that the man who killed Richard was Pierre Basile. Another contem-
Porary, the annalist of the Abbey of Margan, also named Basile ; soalso
does Matthew Paris. In fact, four contemporary chroniclers, one of them
a Limousin, agree in calling the archer Pierre Basile. Moreover,
Bernard de Gourdon lived for thirty years after the death of Richard.
He took part in the crusade against the Albigenses in 1209, and did
homage to Louis VIII for Gourdon in 1226. He was the son of

Fortanier de Gourdon and his wife Aquiline, daughter of Aymar,
viscount of Limoges, and was the eldest of their three sons.
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existence then, for the situation is the most commanding
of the two. Moreover, the tower and chapel are of earlier
date than Richard’s death. If, as I conjecture, Bertrand
de Gourdon was in command there, it is easy to see how
that the English chronicler, not knowing that there were
two castles, and hearing that Gourdon had thrown himself
into the castle, and that the castle was taken, supposed
that both incidents referred to the same fortress, and
the error occurs from misapprehension. One castle is
within a bowshot of the other, and La Villette commands
the water supply of the town, but has its own independent
well.

Richard died on the eleventh day after he was wounded,
on April 6, Tuesday in Holy Week.

His body was embalmed and conveyed to Fontevrault,
his heart was deposited in Rouen—it is now in the museum
of that city, and is exhibited in a glass case suitably
labelled.

With some zest does the annalist Roger of Hoveden
quote verses composed on the death of Richard—

‘“In this man’s death, the lion by the ant is slain,
Alack-a-day! His death was no commensurate gain.”

And these—

“Valour and greed, insatiate lust and pride,
Blind fury also did in him abide.
For twice five years he reigned ; an ashen bow
Laid all this lump of force and violence low.”

One day towards the end of his life, Richard encoun-
tered the celebrated Foulques, the troubadour cu7é of
Neuilli-sur-Marne. Foulques was preaching; suddenly he
interrupted his sermon, and, turning to the king of Eng-
land, exclaimed, “ Prince ! you have three wicked daughters
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who are drawing you down into the abyss of hell ; get rid
of them as quickly as may be.”

“You lie!” shouted Richard; “I have no daughters.”

“You have three,” retorted the priest, “ and their names
are Pride, Avarice, and Luxury.”

“Pardieu!” laughed the king; “I can provide for these
easily enough. I give over Pride to the Templars, Avarice
to the Cistercian monks, and Luxury to the prelates of
my realm. They are well mated now.”

23
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THE twelfth century saw the birth of a mighty evil which
afflicted Aquitaine, Languedoc,—almost the whole of
Gallic soil during three centuries,—the Routiers and the
Free Companies. For three hundred years the history of
the south of France is the story of one long agony of the
people, tortured, devoured by irresponsible ruffians—nay,
we may extend the period of this purgatory to another
century, for the Wars of Religion were but a continuation
of the same reign of violence.

The institution of the Routiers, and later of the Free
Companies, sprang out of the incompetence of feudalism
to fulfil its mission.

To thoroughly understand the condition of affairs, it
50
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will be advisable to say a few words on the feudal system.
Under the Carlovingians there had been two kinds of pro-
perty,—allodial estates, of which the owners were free men,
paying no taxes or dues, and, as the saying went, “owing
nothing save to the sun”; and secondly, the benefices,
lands charged with responsibilities and burdens, He who
had received a benefice or fief was bound to render to the
donor personal services, and also certain contributions in
kind. The most important of these obligations was mili-
tary service. In the midst of a society given over to all
kinds of violence, the owners of allodial estates recom-
mended themselves to some powerful noble in their neigh-
bourhood, surrendered their freeholds, and received them
back again converted into benefices, and in exchange were
assured of protection by this noble, who became their
feudal lord, and they his vassals.

All the crown lands were in the charge of great ser-
vants of the crown, and originally on the death of one of
these, the charge reverted to the crown; but very speedily
they became hereditary. The nobles holding the titles,
offices, and estates refused to surrender them. One day
Charlemagne reproached his son Louis, king of Aqui-
taine, with not endeavouring to win his subjects by con-
cessions of land. “You give them your benediction ; that
is not enough.”

Louis replied that he had nothing else to give, for the
nobles refused to surrender the offices, and estates that
went with these offices, and transmitted them to their heirs.
Charlemagne replied that the king had no right to suffer
this usurpation of the royal domains. He at once sent
€missaries to turn out those who held them illegally.
The obstacles which Charlemagne was strong enough to
break were insurmountable by his feeble successors.
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Under them the heredity of benefices acquired the force
of custom, and soon that of right. One can imagine what
was the condition if one were to suppose that at present
the préfets, the magistrates, and the generals could not be
deprived of their functions by the Government that em-
ployed them, and that they had full power to transmit
their offices to their children, even, at their good pleasure,
to sell them. But this illustration is not altogether in-
complete, for in the eleventh century all these functions
were in the hands of the same individuals. The count was
at once the political, military, and judicial head in his
county.!

This usurpation of the royal prerogative converted
every grand proprietor into a petty sovereign. He pos-
sessed the right to engage in war, to coin money, and to
make and execute his laws; and as this usurpation was
widespread, and embraced every degree in the feudal
system, the country was parcelled out among a vast num-
ber of feudal sovereigns, who owed their over-lords little
more than a barren homage.

The tenants of the fiefs formed a vast hierarchy, which
ascended from the ordinary knight to the king, and each
in his own sphere exercised his double capacity of sove-
reign and vassal. Thus, the count, vassal of a duke or the
king, was suzerain over several viscounts and barons.
The king of France himself was vassal to the abbé of St.
Denis for a parcel of land he held of the abbey; and the
duke of Burgundy was in like manner vassal to the bishop
of Langres.

Within a fief the minor vassals exercised great liberty.
They treated their suzerain as he treated his over-lord. It
was the privilege of the vassal to make war when and

1 Dury, Histoire de France, t. i. p. 251.
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against whom he pleased, even against his suzerain, on
condition of his surrendering his fief—a condition rarely
complied with. Finally, one man might be the vassal of
two or more different sovereigns, and owe each military
service when they were mutually engaged in war.

As already said, the most important of the obligations
imposed on a vassal was that of following his liege lord to
war. The conditions on which the vassals had received
their fiefs determined the number of days during which
this service was to be rendered—sixty days, rarely more,
sometimes only a fortnight. Some were not bound to
serve beyond the limits of the territory of their feudal lord.

In the twelfth century the royal domain was sur-
rounded by vast feudal principalities, whose tenants
rivalled the king in wealth and power. To the north was
the count of Flanders; to the east the duke of Nor-
mandy, with his turbulent vassal the duke of Brittany ; to
the south-east the duke of Burgundy; to the east the
count of Champagne; to the south-west the count of
Anjou. Farther to the south were the dukes of Aqui-
taine and Gascony, and the counts of Toulouse and Bar-
celona, all with their innumerable vassals; for every fief
was infinitely subdivided. The clergy itself occupied a
place in this feudal hierarchy. Bishops and abbots were
dukes, counts, or seigneurs, with military obligations and
judicial authorities like the lay princes. Thus, with the
exception of five or six towns possessed by the king, all
France belonged to lay or ecclesiastical lords, great or
small. When every seigneur, great or small, was prac-
tically independent, he sought distraction either in the chase
or in military expeditions. To fall upon travelling mer-
chants, to pillage churches, to ravage the territories of
neighbours, were better sport than hunting deer and pur-
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suing the wild boar. The kings, as knight-errants, spent
their time in wandering over the land, redressing wrongs
and punishing wrong-doers. Louis VI. and Louis VII. did
little else. Then ensued the Crusades, relieving the mon-
otony of petty intestine strife. In 1147 Louis and his
queen, Eleanor, took the cross and started for Palestine,
drawing along with them many of the nobility and clergy.
They were absent for two years. “Hardly,” says the
monk that has written the life of Suger, who was regent,
—“Hardly had the king departed, before men, eager for
rapine, thinking that their opportunity had arrived, began
to devastate the realm on all sides, and to exercise long-
harboured schemes of perverseness. Openly they plun-
dered churches and the poor; others, less audacious,
committed like rapine more secretly.”

The lands of the nobles who had gone to the East were
exposed defenceless. Such barons as remained behind
gathered about them needy and unscrupulous adventurers,
and seized on castles and lands belonging to the absent
Crusaders. In 1150 the wretched residue of the expedi-
tion to the East returned, without resources, and ready to
join in the general pillage:

Foreign events contributed to multiply these enemies
of public order. Such were the interminable quarrels of
the kings of Aragon and Navarre, and the desperate
struggle maintained by the viscounts of Béarn against the
Saracens, as also the war of succession for the territories of
Godfrey de Bouillon.

From 1147 to 1160 the soil of France reeked with
blood or smoked with fires, the blood shed, the flames
kindled, by the partisans on this side or that. The feudal
system broke down. The vassals refused to render more
than their covenanted service, and to fight beyond the
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stipulated limits; consequently, every lord whose sword
was drawn surrounded himself with bands of mercenaries.
Thenceforth a war of extermination against property of
every kind began, and was carried out ruthlessly. The
Church was rich but feeble, and it was exposed to these
plunderers. To protect itself, it appointed barons to be
its guardians, and the guardian squeezed the Church almost
as tight as did the open enemy.

The soldiers of the Cross became soldiers of fortune.
Their swords, which had been wet with Moslem blood,
now dripped with that of their fellow-Christians. The
Crusade had dissolved what little tie had restrained their
consciences. The lawless of every nation trooped to France
in quest of adventure and spoil.

In 1173, Henry II., having been deserted by most of
his vassals, summoned a party of Brabant mercenaries to
his aid, and, owing to the exhaustion of his finances, was
forced to surrender to them his royal sword in pledge for
their covenanted pay.

In 1175 his sons submitted to him. Then these hire-
lings offered their arms to Richard. They were commanded
by a renegade clerk, William de Cambresis, who, ten years
before, had ravaged Italy under the Emperor Frederic.

The castle of Beaufort, in Limousin, had become the
stronghold of these brigands. In 1177, Aymar, viscount,
and Gerald, bishop of Limoges, combined to make an end
of their depredations. They took the castle, and put
€very man and woman therein to the sword. The butchery
lasted for five hours. Two thousand of both sexes, the
Routiers and their camp - followers, were slaughtered.
Thenceforth Beaufort, the scene of this terrible vengeance,
changed its name to Malemort.

This act of rigour intimidated the mercenaries for a
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while, but only for a while. The breakdown of the feudal
system had made them a necessity for the great princes
who conducted war, and the supply kept pace with the
demand. When a prince had done his little war, he dis-
missed the mercenaries, and these fellows, if they found
no other prince ready to engage them, settled themselves
into some stronghold, and carried on harrying expeditions
on their own score. They grouped themselves into com-
panies, they elected their chiefs, or some man of name
collected a band about him, and negotiated with those
engaging in war to sell his sword and those of his men to
whichever side offered the highest pay.

The Bastard of Fallaise thus served John Lackland.
Cadoc, seigneur of Gaillon, a Breton, placed himself at
the disposal of Philip Augustus. Mercadier, with his
Brabant ruffians, was in the pay of Richard Cceur-de-
Lion. So also was William the Wolf-hunter (Lupercarius,
in Provencal Lobar). Like birds of prey who scent strife,
these brigands swooped down on the lands that were
swept by war, and exhibited an astounding effrontery in
carrying out their deeds of sacrilege and plunder.

In the general distress and danger, it was felt that
some combined effort must be made to repress them. The
princes found them too useful to be willing to put an
end to the institution ; therefore the aid of the Church was
invoked. In the Lateran Council of 1179 a canon was
fulminated against them as well as against heretics, the
one as enemies to the common faith, the other as foes to
the common order. It decreed that “the Brabancois,
Aragonese, Navarrese, Basque, and other mercenaries who
exercised such atrocious cruelties against the faithful, and
who respected neither churches and monasteries, nor
widows and orphans, and who, like Pagans, ravaged and
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destroyed all,” should be excommunicated. The faithful
were exhorted to oppose them by force, and the princes to
reduce them to serfdom.

A letter written by Stephen, abbot of St. Genevieve,
who was travelling near Toulouse in 1181, gives us a
picture of the condition to which the Routiers had reduced
the country. “I have undertaken a rude task, but appre-
hension of dangers that threaten makes me hurry over it.
Indeed, I have cause to fear. The way is long and
encompassed by perils—peril in crossing the rivers, peril of
robbers, perils from the Cotereaux (brigands) . . . it leads
through vast wastes desolated by the fury of robbers, and
through scenes of death, athwart burnt towns and ruined
houses. Everywhere, and at all moments, one is in fear of
losing life or limb.”

Richard Cceur-de-Lion employed some of these hire-
lings against others in the service of his brothers, Geoffry,
Duke of Brittany, and Henry Courtmantel. He encoun-
tered a party of Gascon Routiers under their captain, Ray-
mond Brun, near Aixe; routed them, drowned some in
the river Vienne, hewed some in pieces, and tore out the
eyes of twenty, whom he then released. Henry appealed
for help to Philip Augustus, who at once sent a body of
mercenaries to the assistance of his brother-in-law. This
army marched across Poitou (1183). Having reached the
town of Maillé, they asked permission to enter and rest.
A citizen shouted to them from the walls that they had
best push on to Malemort, and find their final rest there.
The allusion so enraged the company that they rushed on
the place, penetrated into the faubourg, and massacred 153
of the inhabitants. Soon after they entered Brant6éme,
which they ravaged. The inhabitants had put their trea-
sures into the church. The Routiers did not respect the
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sacred place ; they took everything, and went on their way
laden with spoils. The monks, lacking even bread, had to
disperse over the country, begging sufficient to sustain life.

“

“The day of this tribulation,” says the chronicler, “was
the 26th February, the Saturday before Quinquagesima,
the day on which the Lord said, Pray ye that your flight
be not in the winter, nor on the Sabbath day.”

The pillagers marched upon Limoges, leaving behind
them a track of blood and ashes. There Henry wel-
comed them. But he was without the means of paying
them, and was forced to plunder the treasury of St.
Martial, the Abbey of Grandmont, and the famous
shrine of Rocamadour, as related in a former chapter, so as
to provide sufficient to satisfy the rapacity of the party.

Mercadier was at that time serving for Richard. He
appeared suddenly before the castle of Pompadour. His
men spread through the neighbourhood, ravaging the
fields, pillaging farmsteads, capturing men and forcing
them to ransom themselves, and murdering the infirm, old,
and young. The population of three or four villages were
put to ransom, and Mercadier divided the spoil with Con-
stantine, brother of the famous Bertrand de Born, and
Raoul de Castelnau, his confederates.

Next year, Mercadier, acting in the name of Richard,
entered Excideuil (February 26, 1184), favoured by a fog,
and massacred the inhabitants who fell into his hands.

In 1188 a great band of Routiers, probably that com-
manded by Mercadier, took- seventeen castles in Quercy,
and Mercadier was rewarded for his many services and
fidelity to Richard by the grant of the castle and lands of
Beynac.

This stronghold is on the Dordogne, and occupies a
precipitous rock, with the little town clustering about its
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face and drawn out at its feet. The parish church and
castle chapel are one. The chiteau itself is of later, date
than the period of Mercadier, but the basements of some
-of the towers are certainly as old, and the subterranean
chambers hewn in the rock, and looking out over town
and river, are probably even more ancient. This splendid
pile, in a most picturesque position, is now the property of
the Comte de Beaumont. It is very ruinous, though still
habitable.

In 1194 Richard disembarked after his captivity, and
on July 5 he fell upon Philip Augustus between Blois
and Fréteval, carried off his baggage, his silver, even
his seal, and his fiscal registers. In the pursuit his horse
fell under him, but Mercadier, who was at his side, supplied
him with another.

Peace was concluded between the two kings in 1193,
and then Mercadier returned to his possessions in Péri-
gord, where he had acquired a castle at Bigaroque as well
as Beynac. On March 10, in the same year, he made
a bequest to the Abbey of Cadouin, and from the deed
it appears that he was married to the sister of the Seigneur
de Lesparre. :

“Cette charte de Mercadier,” says his biographer, M.
Géraud, “permit quelques notions curieuses. Ainsi, le
Roi Richard avait bien pu introduire un aventurier dans ;
une noble famille, lui créer une fortune, le mettre a la
téte de ses amis, 'honorer de sa faveur, de son intimité
méme; il n’avait pu en faire un chevalier. L’ami du
prince dans la hierarchie sociale de I'epoque reste un simple
serviteur, famulus, mais l'influence de la faveur royale
devait singulitrement aider le simple routier 4 franchir
la distance qui le séparait des orgueilleux et nobles
barons.”
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In 1196 hostilities broke out again.
Mercadier captured Henri de Dreux, grandson of
Louis le Gros and cousin of Philip Augustus. He was

CASTLE OF BEYNAC.

bishop of Beauvais. Along with him the captain secured
the archdeacon. He surrendered both to Richard with the
words—“ Sire, 1 give you the man of anthems and the
man of responses—keep them if you can.”
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In 1198 Mercadier intercepted the French army near
Vernon, and captured thirty knights and squires. He
was with Richard at the siege of Chalus, when the king
fell. After the death of the Lion Heart, his zeal for the
English cause declined somewhat. His attachment to
Richard had been mainly personal, and he bore little
regard for John.

Pope Innocent II. wrote at this time: “ The death of
Richard, king of England, has caused consternation among
the inhabitants of Gascony. Everyone fears for his person
and goods, and, flying from the fields and forsaking
agricultural pursuits, takes refuge in strongholds. The
archbishop of Bordeaux drew Mercadier and Arnald
the Gascon into his province, Routiers whom the enemy
of the human race had cast into the world as instruments
of iniquity. The prelate, convoking his diocesans, de-
clared his intention of maintaining peace by means of
these mercenaries.

“No sooner had the unhappy people, reassured by this
undertaking, returned to their homes and occupations,”
continues Innocent, “than these Routiers concerted with
the archbishop, and spread through the province, pillaging
the whole country, and then gave up a portion of the spoil
to the archbishop, who received them and the plunder
in the castle of one of his nephews. From this stronghold,
which they held for over a twelvemonth, they swept the
neighbourhood, desolating the land, and taking everything
on which they could lay hands.”

In 1199 Queen Eleanor was at the court of Alphonso
IX., where she negotiated the marriage of Blanche, his
daughter, with Louis, the eldest son of Philip Augustus.
Next spring she was on her way home, and she brought
with her Blanche of Castille. They arrived at Bordeaux
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in Holy Week, and remained there to celebrate Easter.
Mercadier hastened from Beynac to the capital of Guyenne,
to salute the two queens, when he was assassinated in
broad day in the street by a man in the hire of another
Routier, named Brandin, who was a servant of King John
of England. The murderer was never called to account
for the deed.

The Grandes Chroniques de France thus sketches the
state of affairs:—*“ The Routiers entered the royal terri-
tories, plundered the goods, took the peasants, bound
them, and drew them after them like slaves, and violated
their wives. Nor was this all. They burnt monasteries
and churches, and haled the clergy along, calling them,
in mockery, Cantadors. When they beat and tortured
them, they shouted, ‘ Sing ! sing!” they buffeted them, beat
them with cudgels, and some died under this treatment.
Others half dead they held to ransom.”

The condition of the country was so terrible, and so
little relief was to be experienced either from the king
or the Church, that at length the people took the matter
into their own hands.

At the close of the twelfth century, an obscure artisan
of Auvergne rescued his country for a while from the
plague of the Routiers. He was a carpenter, Durand by
name, poor, with wife and children, little favoured in
personal appearance, but with a simple and pious heart.

On St. Andrew’s day (November 30) 1181, he went
to Peter, bishop of Le Puy, to announce to him that he
had been commissioned by God to liberate his country.
In proof of his mission he exhibited a slip of parchment
which, he said, had miraculously floated down from
heaven to his feet. It bore a picture of Our Lady and
Child, and round it was the legend, “ Agnus Dei, qui
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tollis peccata mundi, dona nobis pacem.” It was but the
expression of agonised prayer wrung from the heart of
the peasantry and the little burghers throughout the land
—Give us peace! They cried to Heaven first ; afterwards,
as we shall see, they turned to hell for relief. The bishop
took no account of the pretended revelation, and the
populace, getting wind of Durand’s mission, mobbed and
derided him in the streets.

However, by Christmas, he had united a hundred men
in a sort of confraternity, the end of which was to labour
for peace. By the beginning of 1183 the brotherhood
embraced five thousand members, and by Easter it had
swelled further. Then a canon of Le Puy drew up a
Rule of Life for the fraternity, and designed for the
members a sort of uniform. This consisted in a linen
hood, to which were attached two bands of the same
material, one of which hung over the breast, the other
depended down the back. To the band in front was
attached a disc, on which was engraved the figure of the
Virgin and the Child, with the legend. The congregation
was entitled that of the Capuciati.

The rule of the society enjoined the cultivation of
peace, and abstention from drunkenness, gambling, oaths,
false witness, etc, and required the confederates to be
ready when called upon to march against the Routiers,
the great enemies of peace. It was obvious that the
Way to peace led only over the bodies of these pests of
society,

The congregation rapidly extended itself throughout
the south and centre of the land. All the members were
drawn from the peasant and small trading classes. Un-
fortunately, no chronicler has written the history of this
singular association, and we can but gather up scattered
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notices from various sources. The chronicler of St. Denis
merely says, “ The peace made in the land by this prud-
homme (Durand, the founder) lasted a long time.”

Henry Courtmantel having died 11th June 1183, the
great party of Routiers sent to his assistance by Philip
Augustus found itself without a master, and it drifted
away in the direction of Burgundy, as the duke was then
in Limousin, and they hoped to pillage his territories
during his absence.

On reaching Charenton, on the Cher, on July 20,
they asked leave to enter the town and rest and recruit
themselves. The permission was reluctantly accorded.
Meanwhile, the Capuciati in the Limousin and Auvergne
had been roused, and assembled in crowds, and marched
on Charenton, which they invested, so that the Routiers,
or Cotereaux, as they were also termed, could not leave.
The captain of the confederacy summoned the seigneur
of Charenton to expel those to whom he had accorded
harbour, and threatened him, in the event of refusal, to
deal with him and the citizens as remorselessly as they
purposed dealing with the mercenaries.

The lord of Charenton, unable to persuade his awk-
ward guests to leave the shelter of the walls and continue
their way, had recourse to stratagem to relieve himself
of them. He proposed a combined attack on the Capu-
ciati. The Routiers at once rose to the suggestion. Then
he proposed that they should sally in a body from the
gates of the town. He with his party would issue from
a postern, and, when the engagement was hot, would fall
on the rear of the confederates. The proposition was
approved and accepted. No sooner, however, were the
Brabanters outside the gates, than the portcullis was
lowered and the bridge raised.
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The Routiers, seeing themselves betrayed, and attacked
both in front and in rear, lost confidence, and allowed
themselves to be butchered like a flock of sheep, without
offering any resistance. The number that fell is variously
estimated at twelve to seventeen thousand. Raymond
Brun, the captain, cut his way through at the head of a
small bodyguard, but fell in with another detachment of
the Capuciati a few days later, and every man of his party
was put to the sword.

The same day, Courbaran, leader of another band of
Cotereaux in the Rouergue was defeated by the Society
of Peacemakers, and he and five hundred men were hewn
to pieces. Much about the same time another battle was
fought in Auvergne, in which some of the nobles were
engaged against the companies of Routiers, and the latter
were defeated, and left three thousand dead on the field.

The successes of the Brotherhood of Peace were
bruited about, and on the Feast of the Assumption, 1187,
the crowds assembled for pilgrimage to the celebrated
shrine of Le Puy were addressed by the bishop, with the
carpenter Durand standing at his side, and he urgently
called on all who heard his words, loved their country,
and sought to hasten the kingdom of Christ, to unite to
free the land from the scourge of the Routiers. His
words were so cogent, his zeal so fervent, that multitudes
assumed the linen hood, among them princes, barons,
knights, and abbots. The king of Aragon and the
count of Toulouse enrolled themselves in the Confederacy
of Peace,

That was a great day of triumph for the Capuciati.
Unhappily it marked the decline of the order. The
Victories they had won, the applause they had drawn on

them, made them headstrong and presumptuous.
24
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For the nonce the freebooters were quelled, and quailed
before the people risen in a body to lynch their tormentors.
But the extirpation of the Routiers was but one item
in the programme. The congregation knew very well
that these ruffians only existed because the princes and
nobles were at strife with one another; and now they
turned on the seigneurs, to insist on the abolition of
private warfare, and to put down such as refused in the
same manner as they had put down their servants, the
Routiers. But for this task the common people were not
sufficiently strong. The nobility combined against them.
At the same time, they incurred the jealousy of the clergy,
in that they had adopted communistic notions, and re-
fused submission to all authorities save those of their own
election.

Hugh, bishop of Auxerre, marched against the con-
federates at the head of an armed force, captured a large
body at Giac, imposed on them a fine, and forbade them
to wear their hoods and medals, and indeed any covering
for the head in winter and summer for a twelvemonth.
At the intercession of the archbishop of Sens, he shortened
the duration of this punishment.

No sooner did the Routiers learn that both clergy and
nobility were opposed to the sect, than they poured over
the country again, and offered their swords.

A great opening for the energies of the Cotereaux was
now afforded by the proclamation of the crusade against
the Albigenses. The clash of arms, the scent of fire and
blood drew these ruffians to the scene of war and exter-
mination. Many of them took the cross for the sake of
the pillage that was promised in this world, rather than
the salvation assured them hereafter. Perhaps it was a
solace to them to be able to commit their favourite
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atrocities under the sanction of the vicar of Christ. Others
held themselves aloof, to serve whichever side would pay
best. Very often the towns menaced by the crusaders
summoned these mercenaries to their aid. This is what
was done by Moissac in 1212, when besieged by Simon
de Montfort.

Pierre de Vaux Cernai gives a letter from the prelate
of Laruns to the king of Aragon, in which we read that
Gaston, viscount of Béarn, having summoned the Routiers
to his aid, marched against Castelnau, and lodged the
men in the cathedral at Oléron, where they committed
every kind of outrage. One, assuming sacerdotal vest-
ments, sang a profane travesty of the mass at the altar.

In 1212 De Montfort took the castle of Biron, which
was defended by Algais, a great captain of the Routiers,
who had formerly served under him, but had afterwards
sold his services to the count of Toulouse. De Montfort
had the old man tied to the tail of a horse and driven over
the stony land till he was torn to pieces.

The towns of Cahors and F igeac, and the viscount of
-Turenne, the lord of Gourdon, and the abbot of Tulle
united in 1231 to sweep the brigands from Quercy and
Lower Limousin. The compact was signed at Roca-
madour, for greater solemnity, and it was rigorously
enforced for some time. For a while the disease remained

dormant or subdued, to break out again with new
violence,



CHAPTER XVIII

THE BASTIDES

The Construction of the Bastides Modern in Character—Alphonso of
Poitiers and Villefranche de Rouergue—Opposition of the Bishop
of Rodez—Edward L. a Great Founder of Free Towns—Foundation
of Domme—Dates of Foundation of the Free Towns—Montpazier
—_Beaumont—Bastide same as Bastille—Bastides in Provence—No
Trace of English Architecture in them.

ONE of the peculiar features of Guyenne is the dastides.
Their construction is as unlike that of the old towns
that date from Roman times as can be well conceived.
In fact, they resemble in plan a modern American city,
or one of those artificial capitals that were erected in
Germany in the eighteenth century, Mannheim, Darmstadt,
or Carlsruhe. They differ from an American town in that
their central feature is a church, and from a German
artificial capital in that every house is a counterpart of
every other. There is equality and fraternity in a bastide,
and yet every bastide dates from the Middle Ages.
Another remarkable feature of the bastides is, that they
sprang into existence at once: they had no progressive
maturity ; they were founded, built, and inhabited, in
one year.

The story of the birth of the bastides is this.
Alphonso of Poitiers, brother of St. Louis, had become,

by marriage with the heiress of the count of Toulouse,
6
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the nominal over-lord to a portion of Guyenne, but he
actually possessed nothing save the empty title. In the
Rouergue he had inherited the suzerainty, but not the
town of Rodez, which had been sold by Raymond IV. in
1095, and which belonged to the count of Rodez, and the
city, divided by walls from the town, was under the
jurisdiction of the bishop. Every important place in the
Rouergue belonged to some special master, who did
homage, but gave nothing else. :
This was a very unsatisfactory condition of affairs,
little relished by Alphonso. He determined to create
what he did not possess, to form for himself a capital to
his county. Accordingly, he set to work to build one, on
a piece of uninhabited land, and called it Villefranche de
Rouergue. At the same time he founded Villeneuve
d’Agen. The bishop of Rodez, much alarmed at the
flow of citizens who hastened to Villefranche, where they
were assured of complete liberty, thundered an excom-
munication against everyone who built or occupied a
house therein, and he formally cursed the land on which it
rose. The seneschal of the count of Rouergue appealed
to the king. “Sire,” wrote he, “know that in the
bishopric of Rodez there are many towns and castles;
but the majority of the inhabitants have no other forts
than the churches, and in time of war the good country
folk put their coffers, in which are stowed their clothes
and corn, into the churches. Now, sire, the bishop has
excommunicated all such as do this. The poor people
who have very small houses, not knowing where to bestow
their valuables, are forced to address themselves to the
bishop, and pay twelve Tournois sous, and even more, for
their absolution.” This grasping prelate got himself into
difficulties somewhat later. He was denounced to the
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Inquisition for his zurpitudes détestables, i.e. homicide and
simony.

Edward I. of England was a great founder of bastides,
and some of the barons followed suit. At Domme there
existed a tower and a few houses. Philip III. bought it
in 1280, and sent the seneschal of Normandy to draw out
the plan of the town. Then he established a mint, in
whic,h to coin the money wherewith the workmen engaged
in the erection of the town were to be paid. When the

MARKET-PLACE, BRETENOUX.

town was complete, the king conferred all kinds of
immunities on it. The inhabitants were given the right of
self-government ; they were entitled to elect their own
consuls, were given the privilege of a free mill and a free
oven—a great boon, as the seignorial lords had established
manorial mills and bakehouses at which their vassals
were compelled to grind and bake, and, of course, pay
into the lord’s coffer for so doing. The inhabitants of ,
Domme were freed from all dues save a payment of six
deniers to the king from every house. The place was to
be for ever a royal domain, and justice to be administered
in it by a royal officer. The foundation of Domme so
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alarmed the viscounts of Turenne and Gourdon, that they
wrung from St. Louis a promise not to found any more
free towns in their lands. Nevertheless, one of these
bastides sprang up in 1277 ; this was Bretenoux, founded
by the seigneur of Castlenau, a feudatory of Turenne.

Beaumont, in the Périgord, was founded in E279%
Montpazier in 1289, and this was a creation of the Baron’
de Biron. La Linde was a bastide erected by the Marshal
Jean de la Linde, in 1273. Molliéres, three leagues east
of Beaumont, was founded about 1280; Castillionne
in 1259.

“If, in place of founding so many free towns,” says
M. de Vernheil, “ Edward 1. had violently destroyed ore,
all our histories would have rung with the feat of arms.
But such is medizval history—it is made up of wars and
the noisy disasters of the time. Works of peace and the
strides made by civilisation pass unnoticed in them. To
archzology it often belongs to observe and reveal such.”
The example of Edward produced a host of imitators, for
the feudal princes, lay and ecclesiastical, soon learned
that the multiplication of free towns tended greatly to the
prosperity ‘of the country and to their own consequence.
Thereupon they rivalled each other in running up these
bastides, to which great immunities were granted. These
free towns multiplied so exceedingly that all have not
been able to flourish, and some draw out but a precarious
existence.

They can be recognised on the map by such names as
Villeneuve or Villefranche, and there is no mistaking one,
when entered, unless greatly transformed by modern
prosperity. Perhaps the most perfect which has come
down to us is Montpazier. This, lying away from the
great thoroughfares of trade, has remained unaltered. In
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shape the town is a parallelogram. It is 400 metres
(1300 feet) long, and 220 metres (720 feet) wide. Occupy-
ing as it does an elevated position on a chalk plateau that
is waterless, it has no moat. The wall is flanked by
square towers. Four main streets of precisely the same
width traverse the town, each pair parallel, and at right
angles to the other. This divides the town into eight
blocks about a central space which was left open as.a
market-place and miniature forum. Precisely twenty-two
houses, each of identical size, look out into this square,
which is surrounded by a covered arcade, sufficiently
wide to allow carts to pass; that is to say, 6 metres
(19 feet).

Beside the main streets, there are smaller streets. The
main thoroughfares are 8 metres (26 feet) wide, the
smaller are 750 (24 feet 6 inches), or 565 (18 feet),
according as they run lengthways or breadthways. Each
house stands by itself, with a runnel between two houses,
and every house is the same size as every other. The
severe uniformity of the town is only broken by the
church. Beaumont is another, of somewhat similar
structure, but, owing to the fact that it occupies a project-
ing piece of high tableland, above the little river of the
Couze, it is not so regular in its outline as Montpazier.
The church is fortified. Like so many of the Aquitanian
sacred edifices, it consists of a single huge hall of six bays,
with square end, two towers are at the west front,
machicolated and crenelated. Above the south door is a
projecting machicolation. The church above the vaulted
roof, and under that of tiles, was designed to serve for
a garrison; and the church provided with a well and
other conveniences. At the east end there are two more
machicolated towers.
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Beaumont has lost its walls, but Ste. Foy in Gironde
has them still.

The name bastide, which is another form of dastille,
originally applied to outlying forts that defended the
approach to a town.

The fortifications defending the gates of Paris were
termed bastilles, and that of St. Antoine became the
prison so memorable in history. In Provence the primitive
signification of an outlying place that is fortified has
remained. Numerous old manor-houses are so entitled,
because in the Middle Ages they were capable of defence,
and they lay in the country round about a town.

In Guyenne the term acquired a different signification ;
it was applied to the fortified strongholds of freedom,
outlying places, remote from the ancient cities, enclosed
within their walls, and surmounted by their citadels.

What is eminently instructive in the bastides is that
they give us examples of ecclesiastical, military, and
domestic architecture of which the dates can be fixed with
absolute certainty. What is also curious is that those
founded by Edward I. show no evidence whatever of
English influence in the architectural structure or decora-
tion. In 1298 Edward wrote to the municipality of
London to send him architects to Guyenne, but by this
date the bastides were erected, and the only traces of
English feeling in architecture are to be discovered in the
city of Bordeaux, and perchance in Bayonne.
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CHAPTER: “X1IX
THE DOMED CHURCHES

St. Front—its Unique Character—two Churches combined into one—
The Old Basilica—The Two Types of a Christian Church taken
from Roman Domestic Architecture—The Roman Atrium and
Tablinum—the Bema—the Basilica—Private Basilicas given to the
Church, not Public Halls of Justice—The Basilican Type—The
Basilica at Périgueux-—its Destruction—The Byzantine Church
erected by Froterius—The Cupola—its Construction—The Defect
of Cupola Churches in the West—Roofing over of Domes—
““Restoration ” at St. Front—St. Etienne at Périgueux—Influence
of St. Front—Church at Souillac—at St. Avit le Sénieur—at
Tursac—Detail nowhere Byzantine but Roman—Reconstruction of
Churches in the Albigeois—Inconvenience of Choirless Churches—
Monastic Architects favoured Romanesque Architecture — The
Pointed Style introduced by Lay Architects—Vaulting of Naves—
Pointed Architecture advanced with the Royal Power—Flamboyant
and Renaissance—Rodez—Cadouin.

THE capital of Périgord possesses one thing which, to
the ecclesiastical antiquary and architect, is of supreme
interest, and which, sad to relate, it has not been able
to leave intact. This is the great church of St. Front,
formerly abbatial, now the cathedral. It is of special
interest, because it combines into one two distinct types
of church—I may say the only distinct mother-types from
Wwhich all others are developments.

In the sixth century the citizens of the town undertook
to build themselves a basilica in the midst of some Roman

ruins on the Puy, or rocky elevation to the east of the
75
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Roman town of Vesuna, which commanded the river
Lisle. This basilica they raised over the tomb of the
apostle of the Petricordii, St. Fronto, traditionally thought
to have been commissioned by St. Peter, but probably a
missioner of the third century. From the chancel of this
church steps led down to the confession, or tomb of the
apostle, which was in a vault below. This basilica con-
sisted of a porch, and a church consisting of a nave and
aisles, in six bays or compartments, and a conchoidal apse.
The nave was timber-roofed, the aisles barrel-vaulted at
right angles to the axis of the church. It possessed two
peculiar features. Each compartment of the nave was
marked by an arch from pillar to pillar, and the whole
structure was internally of remarkable height—the first
indication of that straining after vast altitude in their
naves, afterwards attained by the architects of the thir-
teenth century. Otherwise the church followed exactly
the type or fashion of the great basilican churches in Rome
and Ravenna.

In or about the year 984, Greek architects and
masons came to Périgueux. Whether invited, what
brought them, we do not know. Under Froterius, bishop
of the See, they set to work to build on to the east end
of the old basilica a church of Oriental type, of which St.
Mark’s at Venice is another example.

Now the Oriental type was different from that in the
West. Thus it came to pass that over the tomb of St.
Fronto stood two churches, one attached to the other,
each a representative of the only two patterns of a
Christian church which originated before Constantine gave
peace to Christian people, and which have been followed
ever since.

This conjunction is so curious, so unique, and- so
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instructive, that I shall base thereon a short account of
the origin and development of these two types.

We have only to look into the Acts of the Apostles
and the Epistles of St. Paul to see that at the first
churches were no more nor less than assemblies in
private houses. For three hundred years divine worship
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was celebrated in private dwellings, and in these three
hundred years the idea as to what a church must
be like—structurally—was fixed for ever. A Roman
house has left its impress behind it in Italy and in
the East; an Italian palazzo and a Turkish or Moorish
dwelling follow the Roman plan of a house with little
modification.

A Roman house consisted of a series of apartments
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constructed about a court, called the a#7zum, in the midst
of which was a fountain or water-tank called the #m-
pluvium. On the side of the court opposite to the
entrance, raised one step above the level of the court,
was the zablinum, the painted room, either square or
semicircular, divided from the court only by the step,
and by curtains which
\ could be drawn back or
dropped at pleasure. This
tablinum, the most richly
decorated portion of the
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house, was the reception
place of the guests. Im-
mediately before it, in the

midst, on the marble rim of
| the water-tank, stood the
| domestic altar dedicated
to the deified ancestors
of the family, especially to
the founder, Lar familie
pater.
"" On the three other sides
of the court were bedrooms,
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ROMAN HOUSE AT POMPEIL dO\VS from an upper Storey
looked into the court and drew the light from it, precisely
as in an Italian or Moorish house to-day, if of the better
sort.

Now, when public worship was held in private houses,
the atrium, or courtyard, was the place used for the
assembly. Indeed, except in palaces, it was the only part
of the house available for the purpose.
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When divine service was held, then the bishop occupied
the master’s seat in the back of the tablinum, and the
clergy took their places about him against the wall.
The Christian altar was placed on the step into the
tablinum, just above the position of the family altar to
the ancestors. To the Christian congregation this at once
had its signification. The altar was dedicated to the new
Head, the Second Adam, “of whom the whole family in
heaven and earth is named.” They could not possibly
fail to see this. Christ was the Lar familie pater, but
the new family was the Catholic Church.

The congregation occupied not the atrium only, but
also the rooms looking into it, and when, at Troas,
Eutychus fell down from a window whilst St. Paul
preached—he did not drop into the street, but into the
atrium. The apostle stood by the altar on the step of
tablinum.

In the Apocalypse, St. John describes the worship of
heaven after the pattern already settled in the Church
on earth. There is the throne of God, answering to the
episcopal throne in the apse or tablinum. The four-
and-twenty elders are ranged round, like the presbyters,
clothed in white! In the midst is the altar, on which is
the Lamb as He had been slain—a reference to the
eucharistic sacrifice; and before, the sea of glass, in fact,
the impluvium. The whole picture of worship on earth
in a private dwelling is sublimated to represent the worship
in heaven.

The curtains found in the apse when converted into a
Christian chancel became an integral part of the ritual;
they were drawn together at the consecration of the

! The rainbow round about the throne is the ring or cornice of rich
colouring found in the tablinum.
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mysteries, and are represented on several of the early
tombs in the catacombs, but indeed are still in use in
the Greek, Russian, Nestorian, and Armenian Churches.
They have long ago disappeared in the West, yet have
left their trace in the liturgies, in which the “ Prayer of
the Veil ” remains.

Our medizval roodscreens may be said to take the
place of the primitive veil. There are certain sights in
life one never forgets. Such was my witnessing an
Armenian liturgy in Rome. The thick dark veil was
drawn close. Outside stood the choir in somewhat
fantastic robes. From behind the veil could be heard the
voice of the celebrant. Then the choir passed out of
sight behind the curtain. It was drawn back, and behind
was visible a finer veil, through which dimly could be
discerned the twinkling of lights. Then suddenly all was
withdrawn, and the priest, crowned, and in a royal mantle,
was discovered encircled by the choir at the brilliantly
illuminated altar. On that occasion the celebrant was a
very striking man, with long dark hair, a beautiful Christ-
like face—visible, as he stood turned, and with hands
uplifted in benediction. The whole was a vision—as the
Fucharist was intended to be—of heaven, with Christ in
majesty, at the heavenly altar, behind the veil, which, to
the eye of faith, is rent and drawn aside.

But to return to the church in a modest oriental house.
Even before persecution ceased—and persecution was not
* continuous, nor was it general—Christians built themselves
churches, as there was necessarily inconvenience in always
employing domestic dwellings. But these churches they
erected followed the type already fixed by usage. Only
there was by degrees a difference introduced. In place
of the side-rooms, for stores and beds, that existed in the
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private house, the wall was knocked away and the
additional space secured. Moreover, the water-tank was
suppressed as unneéessary, or rather, it was relegated to
a separate building—the baptistery. In the house of Livia,
on the Palatine Hill, there is
the tablinum opening out of
the court, but there are smaller
supplementary chambers to
right and left, for overflow
visitors. In building Chris-
tian churches, these side
chambers—often side apses,
were employed, and became
constituent parts of the struc-
tures, though indeed only one,
that on the left, was of any
use for the table of prothesis,
that is to say, for the pre-
paration of the bread and
wine for the Eucharist. Thus
was the type of the Oriental
church fixed for all genera-
tions.

InTtaly,and in the Roman-
ised West, a different type
was formed.

This is how it came about.

EARLY CHRISTIAN CHURCH,

A large number of the noble and wealthy families in
Rome and throughout the Latin West, and Syria as well,
had accepted the Faith. Now, in the West, the incon-
venience had for long been felt of receiving visitors in the
atrium, as the slaves had to be passing to and fro to the
store-closets, Accordingly, every noble family added to

25
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his house a basilica, that is to say, a great hall of reception,
modelled on the public basilicas or halls of justice. These
had rows of columns dividing them into a central nave
with side aisles, and at the end, opposite the door, was
a bema, or apse, to serve the same purpose as the tablinum,
with, in it, the seat of the master of the house, where he
sat to receive his guests. Now, when these noble families
became Christian, they surrendered their basilicas for
public worship. This saved the annoyance and incon-
venience of admitting a great number of people of all
classes into the innermost parts of their dwelling. In the
East there do not seem to have been these basilicas, at
least to anything like the extent to which they were
erected in the West. An entirely erroneous notion has
sprung up that the public basilicas or halls of justice were
given up by Constantine to the Church. There is absolutely
no evidence that this was done. No ancient writer makes
the statement. Moreover, it is absurd to suppose that
the course of justice was arrested because the courts were
turned into the street, till new buildings could be erected
to accommodate them. The error has arisen from the
mistaking of private basilicas for those which were public.

The Christian churches, as we see them in every
town and village throughout Western Europe, are the true
descendants of these basilicas, which, as the halls of
Roman gentlemen, possessed nave and aisles and chancel.

At Périgueux, in the sixth century, when the Christian
inhabitants built themselves a church near the tomb or
« confession” of St. Fronto, they naturally erected a
basilica.

The Roman basilica very often had a sort of cloister,
or else merely a porch before it.

At St. Ambrogio, Milan, at St. Clement’s, Rome, there
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remains the cloister; at St. Fronto, Perigueux, there is
the porch, or narther. This, in the early age, had great
importance, for the catechumens were remitted to the
narthex, sent outside before the consecration of the
mysteries. They attended all the first portion of the
liturgy, and then were dismissed. Moreover, the penitents
were not admitted within the church, but might attend
the service, without, in the porch.  The porters had strict
orders to keep the gates against the excommunicate and
the uninitiated. In times of persecution their office was
most important. The lives of the Christian congregation
depended on their strictly fulfilling their duties and
excluding spies.

At Périgueux the narthex remains ; it consisted of two
parts, a portion under a balcony, and an inner portion,
each approximately 17 feet deep. At some time in
the seventeenth century, the wall of the narthex above
the floor of the balcony was pulled down, and rebuilt on
the top of the balcony rail, and then the whole roofed
over at the height of the old basilica. The object sought
was simply to make of it a house. It is a house now, and
the old front of the basilica is inside the house, but
portions of the ornamentation of the front of the narthex
have been used in the new face erected on top of the
balcony.

This old carving is unique. It represents saints be-
tween palm trees. Such representation is found in mosaics,
but nowhere else in Europe in carving of the period. The
front of the old Latin church, hidden in the house is
Mmost curious. To see it I had to climb ladders and pick
my way over floors rotted and falling. The whole attic
had been converted into a poultry-house, and was in an
indescribable condition of dirt. Rats and martens had,



84 THE DESERTS OF SOUTHERN FRANCE

however, carried off the fowls, and only their foul remains
told of what had been. The attic is utterly dark, and
the carving must be examined and drawn by artificial
light, and in places by standing on a ladder balanced.on a
rotten rafter, with the planks fallen on each side.

The fagade of the Latin basilica was erected on top
of an old Roman wall. A line of tiles marks where the
builders of the sixth century began to work. They began

SAINT-FRONT-

Portion in black is the Byzantine Church.
,, shaded diagonally is the Basilica.
Original Bema in dotted lines.
Actual ‘“ Abbadie ” apse indicated by a single line.

with an arcade running the whole width of the facade,
some of the arches enclosing dead surfaces, others enclos-
ing windows. The arches rest on pilasters with quaint
carving filling the spandrils. Above this arcade rises the
original wall to the pediment. Many of the carved stones
of this pediment remain, as well as a group representing
Christ giving the pastoral staff and keys to St. Petes;
which occupied the centre of the pediment.

In the year 1120 a fire broke out in the monastery of
Puy St. Front; the wooden roof of the old basilica
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flamed, and the fire, running up the interior of the tower,
melted the bells. The basilica was never reconstructed.
From that date it was abandoned, only a central gangway
being retained, down where had been the nave, and
domestic offices of the monastery, afterwards private
dwellings, occupied nearly the whole of the space. Only
one portion beside the gangway was reserved for sacred
purposes, and this was a chapel on the north side, the
property of a private family, and the priests of this family
maintained the singular privilege of saying mass in it with
a loaded pistol lying handy on the altar.

This chapel, and all the houses and stables that had
encroached, have now been destroyed, and it is not yet
certain what the architect will erect on the vacant place.
That he will destroy what is of interest and priceless
value we may be pretty sure, if the procedure of
M. Abbadie and his successor be followed.!

The narthex is still occupied by stores of coke, and
the huge umbrella-stands of the market-women, which in
wet weather they expand over their stalls.

Now let us turn to the Byzantine church erected to
the east of the old basilica; coins of John Zimisces
(969-976) have been found among the rubbish, marking
pretty well the date of the works, and whence the

'In 1852 M. Felix de Vernheil published his Z'Architecture Byzan-
tine en France, that contains an elevation of the facade of the basilica.
Unhappily the author has mixed up conjectural additions with actual
remains. Moreover, his drawings are somewhat inaccurate. I spent ten
days in Périgueux planning and drawing what still exists, as the
destroyer is rapidly advancing, and I feared that in another month or
two it would no longer be possible to discover what was genuine from
the gimcrack ““imitations” that are being set up in their place, and
passed off as copies. Owing to the whole place being covered with
piles of rubbish, small inaccuracies may exist in my plan, but I believe
they are substantially correct. The plans as given by M. de Vernheil,
and by M. Corroyer, in his Architecture Romane, do not agree.
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builders came. Moreover, we learn from records of the
see that Froterius undertook great structural changes on
the site of the tomb of St. Fronto. The church begun by
him was completed in 1047, when it was consecrated by
Aymon de Bourbon, archbishop of Bordeaux.

These Oriental architects and masons not only erected
the great church, but also a tower over two bays of the
basilica, and, to sustain their tower, encased the piers and
pillars of the earlier church in huge masses of masonry.
Holes broken through their masonry disclose the capitals
of the ancient basilica embedded within. They did more;
they erected a cupola over another bay to the west, and
they domed over the two which they had included under
their tower.

This tower is absolutely unique. It is the only
Byzantine edifice of the sort known. There is nothing
like it at Constantinople, nothing at Venice. It is in four
stages above the basement, and is 197 feet high; the
summit is crowned by a cone, resting on a circular drum
of pillars. Unhappily this precious monument has been
taken in hand by “restorers,” which has deprived it of a
great deal of its character.!

1 M. Vernheil in 1852 drew some of the details. If he was correct, the
present restoration is wrong in the pilaster capitals. The cloisters are
now cumbered with the old stuff taken down from the tower, and as far
as I could judge, the new capitals are mere fancy work of the architect
employed on the reconstruction. The system adopted by the
‘““restorers” of St. Front is to destroy all traces behind them, so as to
prevent their imitations from being compared unfavourably with the
originals. I must acknowledge the courtesy of the clerk of the works,
but I found that he was incapable of appreciating, even of understand-
ing, the regret, the pain, with which an archzologist regards the

~wanton destruction of so priceless and unique a monument—one, more-

over, so instructive in the history of the development of architecture in
the Middle Ages. St. Front has been a job on which architects and
contractors have found means to spend vast sums to their own advan-
tage, and to the ruin of the grandest memorial of art in Aquitaine.
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During the six centuries that elapsed between the
founding of Constantinople and the building of St. Front
by Byzantine artists, the Oriental architect had made a
notable advance in his art.

As soon as ever churches were begun to be erected in
the East, the question presented itself, how to cover over
the square atrium in a dignified manner.

The churches erected by Constantine at Bethlehem
and over the Holy Sepulchre were domed, but the
difficulty to be encountered was, how to set a circular
dome upon a quadrangular base.

Before proceeding to show how they solved this
difficulty, a word may be allowed on the origin of the
dome. The first structures raised by man were huts or
wigwams, composed of branches and poles, planted in a
circle in the earth, and drawn together in the middle.
The whole was thatched with grass or covered with skins.

But a practical inconvenience made itself felt from the
outset. The most was not made of the enclosed space.
For 2 feet from the base of the poles, there was not room
in which to sit up, and only near the middle, at the fire-
place, was the ‘wigwam lofty enough to allow of standing.

Accordingly, an advance was made. A circular bank
of turf, or wall of stones, was raised, some 3 or 4 feet, and
the bases of the rafters were planted therein. Then the
entirety of the interior was available. When men were so
advanced as to construct with stone, they replaced the
poles with stone, laid in order, in gradually contracting
rings, and then turfed over. Such are the beehive huts, of
which so many remain in Scotland, Ireland, and England.

The Romans never advanced further than doming
over circular buildings. Agrippa’s Pantheon at Rome is
nothing more nor less than a beehive hut on an enlarged
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scale, retaining even the smoke-hole in the midst, open to
the sky.

To the Romans there was no necessity for doming
over quadrangular spaces, and it did not occur to them to
attempt it! But when the Byzantine architects were
required to build Christian churches on an already deter-
mined plan, then they
were called upon to
cover over the quad-
rangular space as best
they might, so as to
give dignity to their
building. They sought
to fit a cupola with
a circular base upon
the walls that enclosed
a quadrangular hall.
The way in which they
achieved this task was
ingenious enough, and
it will double the in-

S'FRONT :
DIAGRAM: SHOWING-STRVCTVRE-UF terest ‘the traveller

DOMES - . .
takes inthe Aquitanian

domed churches, if he understands the principle on which
they worked.

At St. Front they constructed four huge piers within a
square, A B C (D). These piers they carried up to the
height of 42 feet 6 inches. Each pier is 19 feet square.
They then banded these piers together by arches 38 feet
in span? Now, if these arches had been carried through

! Livia’s atrium at Primaporta was barrel-vaulted, and open at the
ends for a pleasing draught, as this was her summer villa.
* I give the measures approximately, to simplify the explanation.
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till they intersected, we would have had what is called
a cross vault, which is merely two barrel vaults intersect-
ing. This was a method much used by the Romans.
But this would not have given elevation and dignity such
as was desired. Accord- ;

ingly, the Byzantine SAINT-FRONT :

architects conceived a PERIGVEVX '

Semi—cgg-shaped dorﬂe, SECTION THRO: PENDENTIVE - 7 y
which should rise from ;
the points E F G (H). Bl
And this, being erected :
on the principle of the
arch, threw all its weight
on the piers. The four

great arches cut into
the egg, and all that
shows—indeed, all that
was constructed —was

that portion  which
served as fan-like fillings ; SECTIon. X5
in between the arches,

as well as a certain
amount above their
crowns. But this, if
completed, would not
have given all the

elevation desired.
Accordingly, the architects cut off the crown of their
€gg, and put a smaller half egg-shell on top of it
thus forming a small dome above an incomplete and
larger dome, which sustains it. By carrying up the
masonry of the piers, a solid platform was formed,
with a circular opening in the middle, quite sufficient
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to support this cupola, which alone shows from the
exterior.!

The architects of St. Front laid out their plan for
something much more extensive than one domed hall.
They erected twelve piers, and on these twelve set up five
cupolas. Their object was to form a church in the shape
of a Greek cross.

Next, between the piers sustaining these domes, they
drew a screen of wall, boxing in the space, including also
the piers. These walls have not the smallest structural
value; they sustain nothing. Knock them away, and the
cupolas will stand perfectly supported. Their only object
was to exclude the air, and to include the space allotted
for divine worship. At the east end a bema was thrown
out. This has disappeared, but before the “restoration”
traces of it remained. Now a fanciful apse, in would-be
Byzantine style, has been thrown up by M. Abbadie,
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