






4:

cheek of the curl-pated minion of Jame the Fir t. He was
content that hi face hould go forth mar "ed ith all the blemishes

hich had been put on it by time, by . r, by leeple night by
nn iety, perhaps by remorse; but with ,oalour, policy, authority,
and public care written in nll it princely line. If men truly
great knew their own inter t, it is thu dUlt they would wish
their mind to be portrayed.

arren HastinO' spr nO' from an anci nt and illu trious race.
It h been affirmed that hi pedigre an be traced bac to the
great D n· h -king,'ho e ails re long the terror of both
o t of the Briti h hannel, and ho, after many fi rce and

doubtful truggle, yielded at t to th valour and geniu ofAlfred.
But the undoubted plendour of the line of H ~tinO' needs no
illu tration from fuble. One branch of that line ore, in the
fourteenth c ntury, the coronet of P mbroke. From another
branch sprang the renowned Chamberlain the faithful adherent
of the hite Ro e, who e fate has furni hed so triking a theme
both to po t and to historian. Hi family received from the
Tudor the earldom of Huntingdon hich, after 10nO' di po se sion,

regaine in our time by a eries of e n carcely paralleled
in romance.

The lord of the man~r of Dayle ford in \ -orce ter hire,
claimed to con idered the head~ f thi~ di-tinO'ui::hed family.
The main tock, indeed, pro pered I than me of the younger
shoot. But the Dayle ford family, though not ennobled, was
wealthy and highly con idered, till, about t 0 hundred years ago,
it wa over helmed by the great ruin of the civil oar. The
H tinO' of that time wa a zealous cavalier. He rai cd money on
bi land, ent his plate to the mint at 0 ford, joined the royal
army and, fter pending half hi property in the cau e of King
Char! lad to ran om him elf by m king over mo t of the
r maining half to peaker nthal. The old se t D yle ford
till remained in the family; but it could no longer be kept up ; and

in the folIo inG' generation it sold to merchan of ndon.
Before thi tran er took place, the I t Ha ting of Dayle ford

.had pre ented hi econd on to the rectory of the pari h in which
the ancient re idence of the family tood. The living a of little

alue; and the situation of the poor clergyman, after the sale of
be estate, deplorable. He was con tandy engaged in lawsui
bout hi ti hes ith the ne lord of the m nOT, and at length
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utterly ruined. Hi elde t 011 Howard, ell-eonduc d oung
man obtained a place in the Cu toms. The econd son, Pyn ton
nn idle ortble boy, married before he wa i teen, 10 t hi ife
in two years, and died in the \Ve t Indi leaving to the care of
hi unfortunate father a little orphan, de tined to strange and
memorable vici itudes of fortune.

arren, the son of Pyna ton, was born on the si th of De
cember, li32. His mother died a few days later, and he wa left
dependent n hi di tre- ed O'randfather. The child as early ~ent'

to the villaO'e hool, where he learned hi letters on the ame
bench with the ~on of the pea ntr ; nor did any thina' in his
O'arb or fare indicate t at hi ~ life w to t ke a widely different
coor e from that of the younO' ru-tic with hom he tudied and
played. But no clood could Of'ercast the dawn of so much genius
and '0 much ambition. The very ploughmen observed, and long
remembered, how kindly little \Varren took to his book. The
daily sight of the land which his ance tors had po se ed, and
l hich bad pa 'ec} into the hands of tr ng rs, filled hi young
brain with wild fnncie and project-. He loved to hear torie of
the wealth and O'reatne of hi procrenitor, of their plendid
hoo keepio lY, their 10 Hy and their valour. On one bright
ommer d " the boy then ju t even year old, lay on the bank

of the rivulet hich 110 throuO'h the old domain of hi hou-e to
join the !si '. There, a th ee-core an t n year later he toM the
tal, ro e in hi mind a cheme which, through all the turn of hi
eventful career, was never abandoned. He would recover the
state which had belonged to hi father '. He would be Hastings

of Dayle ford. Thi purpo e formed in infancy and poverty, grew
tronger a hi intellect panded and hi fortune ro e. He

pu ued hi plan ith that calm but indomitable force of will
hich wa the mo't triking peculiarity of hi character. en,

under a tr pica! un he rul d fifty milli n- 0 A "atic- his hope
amid t all the care of ar, fin nce and IcO'i lation till pointed to
Dayle~ford. • n en hi 10n IY publi life, so inO'olarly chequered

ith good and evil with glory and obloquy, had at length closed
for ever, it w to Dayle ford that he retired to die.

hen he as eight year old, his uncle Howard determined to
take charge of him, and to give him a liberal education. 1.'he boy

ent up to London, and ent to a school at e ington, hera
he wa well t ught but ill £ d. He all ays attributed the mnlln~s

AS
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though he • no
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tory subordmate to that of Fort William. Here, during several
years, Hastings was employed in making bargains for stuffs with
native brokers. While he was thus engaged, Surajah Dowlah suc
ceeded to the government, and declared war against the English.
The defenceless settlement of Cossimbazar, lying close to the
tyrant's capital, was instantly seized. Hastings was sent a pri
soner to I:oorshedabad, but, in consequence of the humane inter
vention of the servants of the Dutch Company, was treated with
indulgence. Meanwhile the abob marched on Calcutta; the
governor and the commandant fled; the town and citadel were
taken, and most of the English prisoners perished in the Black
Hole.

In these events originated the greatness of Warren Hastings.
The fugitive governor and his companions had taken refuge on the
dreary islet of Fulda, near the mouth of the Hoogley. They were
naturally desirous to obtain full information respecting the pro
ceedings of the abob; and no person seemed so likely to furnish
it as Hastings, who was a prisoner at large in the immediate
neighbourhood of the court. He thus became a diplomatic agent,
and soon established a high character for ability and resolution.
The treason which at a later period was fatal to Surajah Dowlah
was already in progress; and Hastings was admitted to the deli
berations of the conspirators. But the time for striking had not
arrived. It was necessary to postpone the execution of the de
sign; and Hastings, who was now in extreme peril, fled to Fulda.·

Soon after his arrival at Fulda, the expedition from Madra ,
commanded by Clive, appeared in the Hoogley. Warren, young,
intrepid, and excited probably by the example of the Commander
of the Forces who, having like llimself been a mercantile agent of
the Company, had been turned by public calamities into a soldier,
determined to serve in the ranks. During the early operations
of the war he carried a musket. But the quick eye of Clive
soon perceived that the head of the young volunteer would be
more u eful than his arm. When, after the battle of Plassey,

eel' Jaffier was proclaimed ...abob of Bengal; Hastings was ap
pointed to reside at the court of the new prince as agent for the
Company.

He remained at Moorshedabad till the year 1761, when he be
cune a member of Council, and was consequently forced to re ide
at C.'llcutta. This was during the interval between Clive's first
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and second administration, an interval which has left on he
fame of the East India Company a stain, not wholly effaced by
many years of just and humane government. Mr. Van ittart,.
the Governor, was at the head of a new and anomalous em
pire. On one side was a band of English functionaries, daring,.
intelligent, eager to be rich. On the other side was a great.
native population, helpless, timid, accustomed to crouch under
oppression. To keep the stronger race from preying on the
weaker, ~s an undertaking which tasked to the utmost the talents
and energy of Clive. Vansittart, with fair intentions, was a
feeble and inefficient ruler. The master caste, as was natural,.
broke loose from all restraint; and then was seen what we believe
to be the most frightful of all spectacles, the strength of civilisation
without its mercy. To all other despotism there is a check, im
perfect indeed, and liable to gross abuse, but still sufficient to pre
serve society from the last extreme of misery. A time comes wheD
the evils of submission are obviously greater than those of resist
ance, when fear itself begets a sort of courage, when a convulsive
bur t of popular rage and despair warns tyrants not to presume
too far on the patience of mankind. But against misgovernment
such as then afflicted Bengal it was impossible to struggle. The
superior intelligence and energy of the dominant class made their
power irresistible. A war 'of Bengalees against Englishmen
was like a war of sheep against wolves, of men against dremons.
The only protection which the conquered could find was in the
moderation, the clemency, the p-nlarged policy of the conquerors.
That protection, at a later period, they found. But at first Eng
lish power came among them unaccompanied by English morality.
There was an interval between the time at which they became
our subjects, and the time at which we began to reflect that
we were bound to discharge towards them the duties of rulers.
During that intenal the busine s of a servant of the Company
was simply to wring out of the natives a hundred or two hundred
thousand pounds as speedily as pos ible, that he might return home
before his constitution had suffered from the heat, to marry a peer's
daughter, to buy rotten boroughs in Cornwall, and to give balls in
St. James's Square. Of the conduct of Hastings at this time
little is known; but the little that is known, and the circum tance
that little is known, must be con idered as honourable to him. Ba
could not protect the natives: all that he could do was to abstain
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from plundering and oppres ing them; and this he appears to have
done. It is certain that at this time he continued poor; and it is
equally certain that by cruelty and dishonesty he might easily
have become rich. It is certain that he was never charged with.
having borne a share in the worst abuses which then prevailed;
and it is almost equally certain that, if he had borne a share in
tho e abuse, the able and bitter enemies who afterwards persecuted
him would not have failed to discover and to proclaim his guilt.
The keen, severe, and even malevolent scrutiny to which his whole
public life was subjected, a scrutiny unparalleled, as we believe, in
the history of mankind, is in one respect advantageous to his re~

putation. It brought many lamentable blemishes to light; but it
entitles him to be considered pure from every blemish which has
not been brought to light.
. The truth is that the temptations to which so many English
functionaries yielded in the time of Mr. Van ittart were not tempt
ations addressed to the ruling passions of Warren Hastings. He
was not squeamish in pecuniary transactions; but he was neither
sordid nor rapaciou. He was far too enlightened a man to look
on a great empire merely as a buccaneer would look on a galleon.
Had his heart been much wor e than it was, hi understanding
would have preser ed him from that extremity of baseness. He
was an un crupulous, perhaps an unprincipled, statesman; but still
he waB a state man, and not a freebooter.

In 1764 Ha tings returned to England. He had realized only
a very moderate fortune; and that moderate fortune was soon
reduced to nothing, partly by his prai eworthy liberality, and
partly by hi mismanagement. Towards his relations he appears
to have acted very generously. The greater part of his savings
he left in Bengal, hoping probably to obtain the high usury of
India. But high usury and bad security generally go together;
and Hastings lost both interest and principal.

He remained four year in England. Of his life at this time
ery little is known. But it has been asserted, and is highly

probable, that liberal studie and the society of men of letters
occupied a great part of his time. It is to be remembered to his
honour that, in day hen the languages of the East were regarded
by other servant of the Company merely as the mean of com
municating with eavers and money-cbangers, his enlarged and
accompli hed mind sought in Asiatic learning for ne forms of
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intellectual enjoyment, and for new views of government and
society. Perhap, like most persons ho have paid much attention
to departments of knowledge which lie out of the common track,
he was inclined to overrate the value of his favourite studies. He
conceived that the cultivation of Per ian literature might with
advantage be made a part of the liberal education of an English
gentleman; and he drew up a plan with ~hat view. It is said that
the University of Oxford, in which Oriental learning had never,
since the revival of letters, been wholly neglected, was to be the
seat of the institution which he contemplated. An endowment
was expected from the munificence of the Company: and profes
sors thoroughly competent to interpret Hafiz and Ferdusi were to
be engaged in the Ea t. Hastings called on Johnson, with the '
hope, as it should seem, of mtere ting in this project a man who
enjoyed the highest literary reputation, and who was particularly
connected with Oxford. The interview appears to have left on
Johnson's mind a most favourable impre ion of the talents and
attainments of his i iter. Long after, when Hastings wa ruling
the immense population of Briti h India, the old philosopher wrote
to him, and referred in the most courtly terms, though with great
dignity, to their short but agreeable intercourse.

Hastings soon began to look again towards India. He had
little to attach him to England; and his pecuniary embarrass
ments were great. He solicited his old ma ters the Dir~ctor for
employment. They acceded to his request, with high compliments
both to his abilities and to his integrity, and appointed him a
Member of Council at Madra. It would be unjust not to mention
that, though forced to borrow money for his outfit, he did not
withdraw any portion of the sum hich he had appropriated to
the relief of hi"" di tressed relations. In ~he spring of 1769 he
embarked on board of the Duke of Grafton, and commenced a
voyage distinguished by incidents which might furnish matter for
a noveL

Among the passengers in the Duke of Grafton as a German
of the name of Imhoft'. He called himself a Baron; but he Wll8

in distressed circum tance , and wa going out to Madras as a
portrait-painter, in the hope of picking up some of the pagodas

hich were then lightly got and as lightly spent by the English
in India. The Baron was accompanied by his wife, a native, we
have somewhere read, of Archangel. This young woman ho,
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born under the Arctic circle, wa de tined to play the part oC a

Queen under the tropic of Cancer, had an agreeable person a

cultivat d mind and manners in the highe t degree engaging.

he d pi ed her hu band heartily, and, a tbe tory hich e

have to tell ufficiently prove no ithout reason. he

inter ted by the con er~ation and 11a red by the attention or

Ha tiner • The itua ion inde d perilou . 0 place i

propitiou to he formation either f cIo e friend hip or of deadly

enmitie n an Indiaman. There. re cry fe people ho do not

find n voyage which la t sev ral months in upportably dull.

nything i welcome which may break that long monotony, a sail,

a ",hark, an albatro , a man overboard. Most passengers find

ome re ource in eating twice as many meals as on land. But the

gre t device for killing the time are quarrelling and :tlirtinfY'.

The facilitie for both the e exciting pur uit are great. The

inmat of the hip ar thrown together far more than in any

country- cat or bo rdiner-house. Tone c n e cape from the re ,

cxc pt by imprisoning himself in a cell in which he can hardly

turn. .All food, all erci e, i t ·en in company. Ceremony i

to a great e. tent bmi hed. It i every day in the power of a

mischievou per on to inflict innum rable annoyances. It is e ery

day in the power of an amiable person to confi r little ser ice •

It not eldom happens that seriou distre and danger call forth,

in genuine beauty nd deformity, heroic virtue and abject ices

which, in the ordinary intercour e of good society, might remain

during man' years unkno n even to intimate sociate. nder

ueh cir urn t nee m t arren Ha ting and the Barones Imhoff,

t 0 er~on who e accompli hment ould have attracted notice

in any court of Europe. The er ntleman had no dome tic ti

The I dy tied to a hu band f r hom he had no regard, and

who had no regard for hi own llOnour. An attachment prang

up, which was soon strengthened byevents ueh could hardly

have occurred on land. Ha ting f 11 ill. The baroness nur ed

him with "omanly tenderne~Q, gave him hi medieine with her

o n hand and even at up in hi cabin hile he lept. Long

before the Duke of fton reach adr, Ha tiner in 10 e.

Bu hi 1 e of mo t characteri tic de cription. Like hi

hatr d like his ambi 'on like all hi pion, it trong, but

no im tuou. I c lm, dee rne~t, patient of delay, un-

conquerable by time. Imhofl' call into council by h' i e



W.ARRE 13

and his wife's lover. It was arranged that the Baroness should
institute a suit for a divorce in the courts of Franconia, that the
Baron hould afford e ery facility to the proceeding, and that,
during the year which might elapse before the sentence hould
be pronounced, they hould continue to live together. It
agreed that Hastings hould besto some very ubstantial mar
of gratitude on the complaisant hu band, and hould, hen the
marriage as di I ed, make the lady his ife, and adopt the
children hom she had already borne to ImhofF.

At Madras, Basting found the trade of the Company in a ery
disorganised state. His own ta tes ould have led him rather to
political than to commercial pursuits: but he knew that the favour
of hi employers depended chiefly on their dividends, and that
their dividends depended chiefly on the inve tment. He there
fore, ith great j odgment, determined to apply hi vigorou mind
for a time to thi department of bu in hich had been much
neglected, since the servant of the Company had ceased to be
clerk and had become arrio and negotia 0

In a very few months he effected an important reform. The
Directors notified to him their high approbation, and ere 80

much pleased ith his conduct that they determined to place him
at the head of the government of Bengal. Early in 1772 he
<J.uitted Fort St. George for hi new post. The ImhofFs, ho ere

till man and wife, accompanied him, and li ed at Calcutta on
the same plan hich they had already followed during more than

o years.
en Basting took hi seat at the bead of the council board,

Bengal as till governed according to the rtem hich Clive
ad devised, a y tern which perhap kilfully contri ed for

-the purpose of facilitating and concealing a great revolution, but
hich, hen that revolution as complete and irrevocable, could

produce nothing but inconvenience. There were two governments,
he real and the osten ib1e. The supreme power belonged to the

Company, and w in truth the mo t de potic power that can be
concei ed. The only restraint on the Engli h masters of the
eount:rY as that hich their own ju tice and humanity im
on em. There no constitutional check on their °11, an .
resiSta.n,ce to them utterly hope}

Bu hough thu absolute in reality, the Enali h had DO et
umed the le of sovereignty. They held their territori
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Is of the throne of Delhi; they raised their revenues as col
lectors appoin~ed by the imperial commi ion; their public seal

as in cribed with the imperial titles; and their mint 'struck only
the imperial coin.

There as till a nabob of Bengal, who stood to the English
rulers of hi country in the same relation in which Augu to1us
stood to Odoacer, or the 1 t Merovingians to Charles Manel and
Pepin. He lived at oor hedabad, surrounded by princely mag
nificence. He was approached with outward marks of reverence)
and his n me was used in public instruments. But in the govern
ment of the country he had less real share than the youngest
writer or cadet in the Company's service.

The Engli h council which repre ented the Company at Calcutta
w constituted on a very different plan from that which has
since been adopted. .At pre ent the Governor is, as to all exe
cutive mea ures, absolute. He can declare war, conclude peace,
appoint public functionaries or remove them, in oppo ition to the
unanimous sen e of those who sit with him in counciL They are,
indecd, entitled to know all that i done, to di cu s all that is done,
to advi e, to remonstrate, to end prote t to England. But it is
with the Governor that the supreme power resides, and on him that
the hole re~pon ibility re t. This system, which was intro
duced by Mr. Pitt and h. Dundas in spite of the strenuous op
position of fr. Burke, we conceive to be on the whole the best that
wa ever devi ed for the government of a country where no ma
terial can be found for a representative constitution. In the time
of Ha ting the Governor had only one vote in council, and, in ca e
of an qual division) a casting vote. It therefore happened not
unfrequently that he was overruled on the grave t que tions; and
it was po ible that he might be holly excluded, for years to
gether, from ~he real direction of public affair •

The Engli h functionaries at Fort illiam bad as yet paid little
or no attention to the internal government of Bengal. The only
branch of politics about which they much bu ied themselves as
negotiation 'th the native princes. The police, the admini tra
tion of ju tice, the details of the collection of revenue, were almost
entirely neglected. e may remark that the phraseology of the
Company' ",ervants till bear the traces of this state of thing. To
this d y they al ay use th~ ord" political" as ynonymons with
"diplom tic." e could name a gentleman still living, ho as
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described by the highest authority as an invaluable public servant,
eminently fit to be at the head of the internal admini tration of a
whole presidency, but unfortunately quite ignorant of all political
business.

The internal government of Bengal the English rulers delegated
to a great native mini ter, who was stationed at Moorshedabad.
All military affairs, and, with the exception of what pertains to
mere ceremonial, all foreign affairs, were withdrawn from his
control; but the other departments of the administration were en
tirely confided to him. His own stipend amounted to near a hun
dred thousand pounds sterling a year. The personal allowance of
the nabob, amounting to more than three hundred thou and pounds
a year, pas ed through the minister's hands, and was, to a great
extent, at his disposal. The collection of the revenue, the admini
stration of justice, the maintenance of order, were left to this high
functionary; and for the exercise of his immen e power he was
re ponsible to none but the British masters of the country.

A ituation so important, lucrative, and splendid, was naturally
an object of ambition to the able t and most powerful natives.
Clive had found it difficult to decide between conflicting preten
sions. Two candidates stood out prominently from the crowd,
each of them the repre entative of a race and of a religion.

One of these was ahommed Reza Khan, a ussulman of Per
sian extraction, able, active, religious after the fa hion of his people,
and highly e teemed by them. In England he might perhaps
have been regarded as a corrupt and greedy politician. But, tried
by the lower tandard of Indian morality, he might be considered
as a man of integrity and honour.

His competitor was a Hindoo Brahmin whose name has, by a
terrible and melancholy event,. been in eparably a ociated with
that of Warren Ha ting , the Maharajah uncomar. This man
had played an important part in all the revolutions which, since
the time of urajah Dowlab, had taken place in Bengal. To the
consideration which in that country belongs to high and pure
caste, he added the weight which i derived from wealth, talents,
and. experience. Of his m I character it is difficult to give a
notion to tho e who are acquainted with human nature only as it
appears in our i land. What the Italian is to the Englishman,
what the Hindoo is to the Italian, what the Bengalee is to other
Hindoos, that was uncomar to other Bengalees. The phy ical
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organization ofthe Bengalee is feeble even to effeminacy. He lives in
4L con tant vapour bath. His pursuits are sedentary, his limbs deli
.cute, hi movements languid. During many ageshe has been trampled
upon by men of bolder and more hardy breeds. Courage, independ
oence, veracity, are qualities to which his constitution and his situa
tion are equally unfavourable. His mind bears a singular ana
logy to his body. It is weak even t'J helplessness for purposes of
manly resistance; but its supplf>.nesg and its tact move the children
<If sterner climates to ad-.iration not unmingled with contempt.
All those arts which 8.l~ Lne natural defence of the weak are more
familiar to this ubtIe race than to the Ionian of the time of J uve
nal, or to the Jew of the dark ages. What the horns are to the
huffalo, what the paw is to the tiger, what the sting i to the bee,
what beauty, according to the old Greek song) is to woman, deceit
·s to the Bengalee. Large promises, smooth excuses, elaborate
ti sue of circumstantial falsehood, chicanery, perjury, forgery, are
the weapons, offen ive and defen ive, of the people of the Lower
Ganges. All tho e millions do not furnish one sepoy to the
armies of the Company. But a usurers, a money-changers, as
sharp legal practitioners, no class of human beings can bear a
.comparison with them. With all his softness, the Bengalee is by
no means placable in his enmities or prone to pity. The pertinacity
with which he adheres to his purpo es yields only to the imme
.diate pressure of fear. Nor does he lack a certain kind of courage
which is often wanting to his masters. To inevitable evils he is
.sometimes found to oppose a pas ive fortitude, such fiS the Stoics
attributed to their ideal age. An European warrior, who ruslles
on a battery of cannon with a loud hurrah) will sometimes shriek
under the surgeon's knife, and fall into an agony of despair at the
entence of death. But the Bengalee, who would see his country

oQverrun, his house laid in ashes, his children murdered or dis
.honoured, without having the spirit to strike one blow, has yet
heen known to endure torture with the firmness of l\Iucius, and
to mount the scaffold with the steady step and even pulse of
Algernon idney.

In uncomar, the national chara l' was strongly and with ex
aggeration personified. The Company's servants had repeatedly
detected him in the most criminal intrigues. On one occasion he
brought a false charge against another Hindoo, and tried to su}).
-tantiate it by producing forged documents. On another occasion
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~t was discovered that, while professing the strongest attachment
to the English, he was engaged in several conspiracies against
them, and in particular that he was the medium of a correspond
ence between the court of Delhi and the French authorities in the
Carnatic. For these and similar practices he had been long de
tained in confinement. But his talents and influence had not only
procured his liberation, but had obtained for him a certain degree
af consideration even among the British rulers of his country.

Clive was extremely unwilling to place a Iussulman at the head
of the admini tration of Bengal. On the other hand, he could not
bring himself to confer immense power on a man to whom every
sort of villany had repeatedly been brought home. Therefore,
though the nabob, over whom N uncomar had by intrigue acquired
great influence, begged that the artful Hindoo might be intrusted
with the government, Clive, after some he itation, decided honestly
and wisely in favour of IHahommed Reza Irhan. When Ha tings
became Governor, Mahommed Reza Khan had held power seven
years. An infant son of :Meer Jaffier was now nabob; and the
guardianship of the young prince's person had been confided to
the minister.

uncomar, stimulated at once by cupidity and malice, had been
constantly attempting to hurt the reputation of his succes ful rival.
This was not difficult. The rcyenues of Bengal, under the adminis
tration established by Clive, did not yield such a surplus as had
been anticipated by the Company; for, at that time, the most
absurd notions were entertained in England respecting the wealth
of Illdia. Palaces of porphyry, hung with the richest brocade, heaps
of pearl and diamonds, vaults from which pagodas and gold mohur3
were mea ured out by the bushel, filled the imagination even of
men of busines • ~obody seemed to be aware of wha~ never
theless was most undoubtedly thc truth, that India was a poorer
eountry than countries which in Europe are reckoned poor, than
Ireland, for example, or than Portugal. It was cunfidently believed
by Lords of the Treasury and members for the city that Bengal

ould Dot only defray its own charges, but would afford an in
ereased dividend to the proprietors of India stock, and large reliei
to the English finances. These absurd expectations were disap
pointed· and the Director, naturally enough, cho~e to attribute the
ill appointment rather to the mismanagement of Mahommed Reza
KhlUl than to their own ignorance of the country intrusted to their

1:



18 \ '../ l~RE HASTI ·Gs.

cart'.... They were confirmed in their error by the agents of

N uncomar; for uncomar had agents even in Leadenll8ll Street.

Soon after Ha tings reached Calcutta, he received a letter ad

dre ed by the Court of Directors, not to the council generally, but

to him elf in particular. He was directed to remove l\Iahommed

Reza Khan, to arrest him, together with all his family and all his

partisans, and to in titut..3 a strict inquiry into the whole adminis

tration of the province. It was added that the Governor would do

-well to avail himself of the assistance of uncomar in the investi

gation. The vices of uncomar were acknowledged. But even

from his vices, it as said, much advanbge might at such a con

juncture be derived; and, though he could not safely be truste~

it might still be proper to ellcourage him by hopes of reward.

The Governor bore no good will to uncoma~. Many years

before, they had known each other at l\Ioorshedabad; and then a

quarrel had ari en between them which all the authority of their

superiors could hardly compo e. Widely as they differed in mo t.

point, they re embled each other in thi , that both were men of

unforgiving natures. To Iahommed Reza Khan, on the other

hand, Hastings had no feelings of ho tility. evertheless he pro

ceeded to execute the instructions of the Company ith an alacrity

which he never howed,' except when instructions were in perfect

conformity with his own views. He had, wi ely as we think, de

termined to get rid of the system of double government in Bengal

The orders of the Directors furni hed him with the means of ef

fecting his purpo e, and di pensed him from the nece ity of di 

cus ing the matter with his Council. He took his measures with

his usual vigour and dexterity. At midnight, the palace of Ma

hommed Reza Khan at l\Ioor hedabad was surrounded by a bat

talion of sepoy. The minister was rou ed from hi slumbers and

informed that he wo. a prisoner. With the lu sulman gravity,

he bent his head and submitted him elf to the will of God. He

fell not alone. A chief named hitab Roy had been intru8ted

ith the go ernment of Bahar. Hi~ valour and hi attachment to

the Engli h had more than once been ~ignally proT'ed. On that

memorable day on hich the people of Patnn saw from their a11&

the whole army of the Mogul cattered by the little band of Captaill

Knox, the oice of the Briti h conquerors as igned the palm of

allantry to the brave Asiatic. "I never," said Knox, when he

introduced chitab Roy, covered with blood and du t. to the
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English functionaries assembled in the factory, "I never saw a
native fight so before." Schitab Roy was involved in the ruin of
:I\Iahommed Reza Khan, was removed from office, and was placed
under arrest. The members of the Council received no intimation
of these measures till the prisoners were on their road to Calcutta.

The inquiry into the conduct of the minister was po tponed on
different pretences. He was detained in an easy confinement during
many months. In the mean time, the great revolution which
Hastings had planned was carried into effect. The office of
minister was abolished. The internal administration was trans
ferred to the servants of the Company. A ystem, a very imperfect
system, it is true, of civil and criminal ju tice, under English
superintendence, was established. The nabob was no longer to
ha e even an 0 ten ible share in the government; but he was still
to receive a considerable annual allowance, and to be surrounded
with the state of sovereignty. As be wa an infant, it was neces
sary to provide guardians for his person and property. His person
was intrusted to a lady of his father's harem, known by the name
of the Munny Begum. The office of treasurer of the household
wa bestowed on a son of uncomar, named Goordas. :IS"uncomar's
services were wanted; yet he could not safely be tru ted with
power; and Hastings thought it a masterstroke of policy to reward
the able and unprincipled parent by promoting the inoffensive
child.

The revolution completed, the double government di solved, the
Company installed in the full sovereignty of Bengal, Ha tings had
no motive to treat the late ministers with rigour. Their trial had
been put off on various pleas till the new organization was complete.
They were then brought before a committee, over which the Go
vernor presided. Schitab Roy was speedily acquitted with honour.
A formal apology wa made to him for the re traint to which he
had been subjected. All the Eastern marks of respect were be
stowed on him. He as clothed in a robe of state, pre ented with
jewels and with a richly harnessed elephant, and sent back to hi
government at Patnn. But his health had suffered from confine
ment; his high spirit had been cruelly wounded; and soon after
his liberation he died of a broken heart.

The innocence of lahommed Reza Khan was not ..0 clearly
tabli. hed. But the Go ernor was not disposed to deal bar hly.
After a long hearing, in which ~ uncomar appeared as the accuser,

.B 2
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and displayed both the art and the inveterate rancour wInch dIS

tinguished him, Hastings pronounced that the charge had not been
made out, and ordered the fullen minister to be set at liberty.

uncomar had purpo ed to de troy the Mu ulman adminis
tration, and to rise on its ruin. Both his malevolence anll his
cupidity had been disappointed. Ha tings had made him a tool,
bad u ed him for the purpo e of accomplishing the tran fer of the
government from [oorshedabad to Calcutta, from native to Euro
pean hands. The rival, the enemy, so long envied, so implacably
pel" ecuted, had been di mi sed unhurt. The ituation 0 long and
ardently de ired had been aboli hed. It was natural that the
Governor hould be from that time an object of the most intense
hatred to the vindictive Brahmin. As yet, however, it was ne
cessary to suppress such feelings. The time wa coming when
that long animo ity wa to end in a de perate and deadly struggle.

In the mean time, Ha tings wa~ compelled to turn his attention
to foreign affair. The object of his diplomacy was at this time
simply to get money. The finances of his government were in an
embarra sed state; and thi embarra ment he was determined to
relieve by some means, fair or foul. The principle which directed
all his dealing with his neighbour is fully expres ed by the old
motto of one of the great predatory familie of Teviotdale, , Thou
shalt want ere I want:' He seems to have laid it down, as a funda
mental proposition which could not be di puted, that, when he had
not as many lacs of rupees as the public ervice required, he was
to take them from any body who had. One thing, indeed, is to
be said in excuse for him. The pre sure applied to him by his
employers at home, wa such as only the highe t virtue could have
withstood, such as left him no choice except to commit great
wrong , or to re ign hi high po t, and with that post all hi hopes
of fortune and di tinction. The Director, it is true, never enjoined
or applauded any crime. Far from it. "Whoever examines their
letters ritten at that time will find there many just and humane
6entiments, many excellent precepts, in short, an admirable code
of political ethics. But every exhortation is modified or nullified
l)y a demand for money. "Govern leniently, and end more
money; practi'e strict ju tice and moderation tl.·wards neighbour
ing powers, and send more money;" tIns is in truth the sum of
tllmo t all the in tructions that Hastings ever received from home.

TOW he e in truction being interpreted, mean simply, "Be the
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father nnd the oppressor of the people; be just and unjust, mo
derate and rapacious." The Directors dealt with India, as the
church, in the good old times, dealt with a heretic. They deli
vered the victim over to the executioners, with an earnest request
that all possible tenderness might be shown. We by no means
accuse or suspect those who framed these despatches of hypocrLy.
It is probable that, writing fifteen thousand miles from the place
where their orders were to be carried into effect, they never per
ceived the gross incolliSistency of which they were guilty. But
the inconsistency was at once manifest to their vicegerent at Cul
cutta, who, with an empty treasury, with an unpaid army, with
his own salary often in arrear, with deficient crops, with govern
ment tenants daily running away, was called upon to remit home
another half million without fail. Hastings saw that it was abso
lutely necessary for him to disregard either the moral discourses
or the pecuniary requisitions of his employers. Being forced to dis
obey them in something, he had to consider what kind of disobe
dience they would most readily pardon; and he correctly judged
that the safest course would be to neglect the sermons and to find
the rupees.

A mind so fertile as his, and so little restrained by conscientious
scruples, speedily discovered everal modes of relieving the financial
embarra sments of the government. The allowance of the Nabob
of Bengal was reduced at a stroke from three hundred and twenty
thou and pounds a year to half that sum. The Company had
bound it elf to pay near three hundred thousand pounds a year to
the Great Mogul, as a mark of homage for the provinces which he
had intrusted to their care; and they had ceded to him the ilistricts
of Corah and Allahabad. On the plea that the Mogul was not
really independent, but merely a tool in the hands of others, Hast
ings determined to retract the e concessions. He accordingly
declared that the Engli h would pay no more tribute, and sent
troops to occupy Allahabad and Corah. The situation of these
places was such, that there would be little advantage and great
expense in retaining them. Ha ting , who wanted money and not
territory, determined to "ell them. A purchaser was not wanting.
The rich province of Oude had, in the general dissolution of the
)Iogul Empire, fallen to the share of the great Mussulman house
by which it is till governed. About twenty years ago, this house,
by the permi sion of the Briti h government, a surned the royal
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title; but, in the time of Warren Ha tings, such an assumption
would have been considered by the ~Iahommedans of India as a
mon~trou impiety. The Prince of Oude, though he held the power,
did not veDtl1r~ to use the style or overeignty. To the appellation
of abob or", iceroy, he added that of izier of the monarchy of
Hindo tan, ju t as in the la t century the Electors of Saxony and
Brandenburg, though independent of the Emperor, and often in
arms against him, were proud to ~tyle themselves his Grand Cham
berlaill and Grand Iar hal. ujah Dowlah, then abob Vizier,
wa on excellent term with the English. He had a large treasure.
Allahabad and Corah were 0 situated that they might be of use to
him and could lle of none to the Company. The buyer and seller
soon came to an under~tanding; and the provinces which had been
torn from the Mogul were made over to the government of Qude
for about half a million terling.

But there wa another matter still more important to be ettled
by the Vizier aUlI the Governor. The fate of a brave people was
to be decided. It was decided in a manner which has left a la ting
stain on the fame of Ha tings and of England.

The people of Central A~ia had always been to the inhabitants
of India what the warrior of the German fore ts were to the sub
ject of the decaying monarchy of Rome. The dark, slender, and
timid Hindoo hrank from a conflict with the strong mu de and
re olute pirit of the fair race, which dwelt beyond the pas es.
There i" rea on to believe that, at a period anterior to the dawn or
regular hi~tory, the people who spoke the rich and flexible Sanscrit
came from regions lying far beyond the Hypha is and the Hy 
ta pe~, and irnpo~ed their yoke on the children of the soil. It i
certain that, during the la t ten centurie., a ucce ion of invader
de cended from the west on Bindo tan; nor was the coure of
conque t ever turned back townrd the etting sun, till that
memorable campaign in which the cross of Saint George was
planted on the wall of Ghizni.

The Emperor of Hindo tan them elves came from the other ~ide

of the great mountain ridge; and it had always been their practice
to recrUIt their army from the hardy and valiant race from which
tbeil· own illustrious house sprang. Among the military adven
turers who were allured to the logul standards from the neigh
bourhood of Cabul nnd Cnndahar, were con picuous several gallant

and , known by the name of the Rohilla~. Their service hall
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been rewarded with large tracts ef land, fiefs of the spear, if we
may use an expression drawn from an analogous state of things, in
that fertile plain through which the Ramgunga flows from the
snowy heights of Kumaon to join the Ganges. In the general
confusion which followed the death of Aurungzebe, the warlike
colony became virtually independent. The Rohillas were distin-

uished from the other inhabitants of India by a peculiarly fair
complexion. They were more honourably distingui hed by cour
age in war, and by skill in the arts of peace. \Vhile anarchy

aged from Lahore to Cape Comorin, their little territory enjoyed
the blessings of repose under the guardianship of valour. Agri
culture and commerce flourished among them; nor were they
negligent of rhetoric and poetry. dany per ons now living have
heard aged men talk with regret of the golden days when the
Afghan princes ruled in the vale of Rohilcund.

Sujah Dowlah had set his heart on adding this rich district to
his own principality. Right or show of right, he had absolutely
none. His claim was in no re pect better founded than that of
Catherine to Poland, or that of the Bonaparte family to Spain.
The Rohillas held their country by exactly the same title by which
be held his, and had governed their country far better than his
had ever been governed. Nor were they a people whom it was
perfectly safe to attack. Their land was indeed an open plain
destitute of natural defences; but their veins were full of the high
blood of Afghanistan. As soldiers, they had not the steadiness
which is seldom found except in company with strict discipline;
but their impetuous valour had been proved on many fields of
battle. It was aid that their chiefs, when united by common
peril, could bring eighty thousand men into the field. Sujah
Dowlah had himself een them fight, and wi ely shrank from a
conflict with theIIL There was in India one army, and only one
~gainst which even those proud Caucasian tribes could not stand.
It had been abundantly proved that neither tenfold odds, nor the
martial ardour of the boldest A iatic nation , could avail aught
a~ainst Engli h science and re olution. Wa it po ible to induce
the Governor of Bengal to let out to hire the irre istible energies
of the imperial people, the kill against which the ablest chiefs oC
Hindostan were helpless as infant.." the di 'cipline which had so often
triumphed over the frantic struggles of fanaticism and despair, the
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unconquerable Briti h courage which is never so sedate and stub
born as towards the close of a doubtful and murderous day?

This was what the ~abob Vizier asked, and what Hastings
granted. A bargain was soon struck. Each of the negotiators
bad what the other wanted. Hastings was in need of funds to
(:arryon the gov~rllment of Bengal, and to send remittances to
London; and Sujah Dowlah had an ample revenue. Sujah Dowlah
wa bent on subjugating the Rohillas; and Hastings had at his
di posal the only force by which the Rohillas could be subjugated.
It was agreed that an English army should be lent to the abob
Vizier, and that, for the loan, he should pay four hundred thousand
pounds sterlincr, be ides defraying all the charge of the troops while
employed in his service.

"1 really cannot see," says :1\11'. Gleig, "upon what ground~

either of political or moml justice, this proposition deserves to
be stigmatized as infamous:' If we understand the meaning
of word~, it is infamous to commit a wicked action for hire,
and it i wicked to engage in war without provocation. In
this particular war, scarcely one aggravating circumstance was
wanting. The object of the Rohilla war was thi9, to deprive a
large population, who had never done us the least harm, of a go~
government, and to place tLem, ngainst their will, under an exe
crably bad one. Nay, even this i not all. England now de
scended far below the level even of those petty German prince
who, about the same time, sold us troops to fight the Americans.
The hussar-mongers of Hesse and Anspach had at least the assur
ance that the expeditions on which their soldiers were to be
employed would be conducted in conformity with the humane
rules of civilised warfare. Was the Rohilla war likely to be so
conducted? Did the Governor stipubte that it should be so con
ducted ? He well knew what Indian warfare was. He well
knew that the power which he covenanted to put into Sujah
Dowlub's hands would, in all probability, be atrociou ly abused;
~md he required no guarantee, no promise that it should not be s
abu ed. He did not even reserve to himself the right of with
drawing hi~ aid in case of abu~e, howeV'er gross. We are almost
ashamed to notice ~ Iajor cott's pIca, that Hastings was justified
in letting out Engli h troop~ to laughter the Rohillas, because
the Rohillas were nat of Indian race, but a colony from a distan
country. What were the Engli h them. elves ? 'VfiE' it for them



WARRE • HASTL. GS. 25

to proclaim a crusade for the expulsion of aU intruders from th6
countries watered by the Ganges? Did it lie in their mouths to
contend that a foreign settler who establishes an empire in Indi,
is a caput lupinum? What would they have said if any other
power had, on sueh a ground, attacked Madras or Calcutta, with·
out the slightest provocation? Such a defence was wanting t6
.make the infamy of the transaction complete. The atrocity of the
crime, and the hypocrisy of the apology, are worthy of eaeh other.

Qne of the three brigades of which the Bengal army consi te~

was sent under Colonel Champion to join Sujah Dowlah's force.
The Rohillns expostulated, entreated, offered a large ran om, but
in vain. They then resolved to defend them elves to.the last. A
bloody battle was fought. " The enemy," says Colonel Champion,
"gave proof of a good share of military knowledge; and it is im
possible to de cribe a more obstinate firmness of resolution than
they displayed." The dastardly sovereign of Qude fled from the
field. The Engli h were left unsupported; but their Hre and
their charge were irre istible. It was not, however, till the most
distinguished chiefs had fallen, fighting bravely at the head of
their troops, that the Rohilla ranks gave way. Then the abob
Vizier and his rabble made their appearance, and hastened io
plunder the camp of the valiant enemies, whom they had neve~

dared to look in the face. The soldiers of the Company, trained
in an exact discipline, kept unbroken order, while the tents were
pillaged by these wortl1le s allie~. But many voices were heard
to exclaim, " We have had all the fighting, and those rogues are
to have all the profit."

Then the horrors of Indian war were let loose on the fair valleys
and cities of Rohilcund. The whole country was in a blaze. ~Iore

than a hundred thousand people fled from their homes to pe tilen
tial jungles, preferring famine, and fever, and the haunts of tiger8)
to the tyranny of him, to whom an English and a Christian govern
ment had, for shameful lucre, sold their substance, and thei
blood, :tnd the honour of their wives and daughter Colonel
Champion remon trated with the abob Vizier, and sent strong
repre entations to Fort William; but the Governor had made no
conditions as to the mode in which the war was to be carried on.
He had troubled himself about nothing but his forty lacs; and,
though he might disapprove of Sujah Dowlah's wanton bar·
barity, he did not think him elf entitled to interfere, except by
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offering advice. This delicacy excites the admiration of the
biographer. "Mr. Hastina ," he says, "could not himself dictate
to the abob, nor permit the commander of the Company's troops
to dictate how the war was to be carried on." TO, to be sure.
Ir. Hastings had only to put down by main force the brave

struggle of innocent men fighting for their liberty. Their mili
tary re istance cru~hed, hi duties ended; and he had then only
to fold hi arms and look on, while their villag~s were burned,
their children butchered, and their women violated. Will Mr.
Gleig seriously maintain this opinion? Is any rule more plain
than thi that whoever voluntarily gives to another irresistible
power over human beings is bound to take order that such power
shall not be barbarou ly abu ed? But we beg pardon of our readers
for arguing a point so clear.

" e hasten to the end of this sad and disgraceful story. The
~ar cea ed. The finest population in India was subjected to a

greedy, cowardly, cruel tyrant. Commerce and agriculture lan
gui hed. The rich province which had tempted the cupidity of

ujah Dowlah became the most mi erable part even of his miser
able dominion . Yet i the inj ured nation not extinct. At long
inter als gleams of its ancient spirit have flashed forth; and even
at thi day, valour, and self-re pect, and a chivalrous feeling rare
among iatics, and a bitter remembrance of the great crime of
England, distingui h that noble Mghan race. To this day they
are regarded as the be t of all sepoys at the cold steel; and it Wad

very recently remarked, by one who had enjoyed great oppor
tunitie of observation, that the only natives of India to whom the

ord "gentleman" can with perfect propriety be applied, are to
be found among the Rohillas.

hatever we may think of the morality of Ha ting , it cannot
be denied that the financial results of his policy did honour to his
talents. In less than two years after he a surned the government.
he had, without imposing any additional burdens on the people
eubject to hi authority, added about four hundred and fifty thou
sand pound to the annual income of the Company, beside pro
curing about a million in ready money. He had also relieved the
finance of Bengal from military expenditure, amounting to near

quarter of a million a year, and had thrown that charge on the
abob of Qude. There can be no doubt that this wa a re u]t
hich, if it had been obtained by honest means, ould have en-
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titled him to the W~lrmest gratitude of his country, and which, by
whatever means obtained, proved that he possessed great talents
for administration.

In the mean time, Parliament had been engaged in long and
grave discussions on Asiatic affairs. The ministry of Lord orth,
in the session of 1773, introduced a measure hich made a con
siderable change in the constitution of the Indian government.
This law, known by the name of the Regulating Act, provided
that the presidency of Bengal should exercise a control over the
other posse~ ions of the Company; that the chief of that presi
dency should be styled Governor-General; that he should be
a ·sted by four Councillors; and that a supreme court of judica
ture, consi ting of a chief justice and three inferior j udge~, should
be established at Calcutta. This court was made independent of
the Governor-General and Council, and was intrusted with a civil
and criminal juri diction of immense and, at the same time, of
undefined extent.

The Governor-General and Councillors were named in the act,
and were to hold their situations for five years. Hastings was to
be the first Governor-General One of the four ne Councillors,
Mr. Barwell, an experienced servant of the Company, as then in
India. The other three, General Clavering, Mr. Mon80n, and
Mr. Francis, were sent out from England. .

The able t of the new Councillor wa, beyond all doubt, Philip
Francis. His acknowledged compositions prove that he po.:se5Sed
considerable eloquence and information. Several years passed in
the l)ublic offices had formed him to habits of business. His
enemies have never denied that he had a fearle s and manly
spirit; and his friends, we are afraid, mu t acknowledge that his
estimate of himself wa extravagantly high, that his temper was
irritable, that his deportment was often rude and petulant, and
that his hatred was of intense bitterness and long duration.

It is scarcely possible to mention this eminent man without
dverting for a moment to the question which hi name at once

tiugge ts to every mind. Wa he the author of the Letters of
J unius ? 001' own firm belief is that he was. The evidence i ,
we think, such a would support a verdict in a civil, nay, in a
eriminal proceeding. The handwriting of Junius is the very
peculiar handwriting of Francis, slightly di~guised. As to the
po ition, pursuit, and connexions of Junius, the following are the
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most importnnt fact whi h can be considered as clearly proved:
first, that he was acquaint d with the technical forms of the ecre
tary of state' office; econdly, that he w intimately acquainted

ith the bu~ine of the war-office; thirdly, that he, during the
ear 1770, attended debate in the Hou e of Lords, and took

note of peeche, particularly of the speeche of Lord Chatham ;
fourthly, that he bitterly resented the appointment of :Ir. Chamier
to the place of deputy ecretary-at-war; fifthly, that he was bound
by some trong tie to the fir t Lord Holland. ow, Franci
pa ed ome years in the ecretary of tate's office. He wa sub-
equently chief clerk of the war-office. He repeatedly mentioned

that he had himself, in 1770, heard peeche of Lord Chatham ;
and ome of the e peeche were actually printed from his note
He re igned his clerk hip at the war-office from re entment at the
appointment of :Ir. hamier. It wa by Lord Holland that he
was fir t introduced into the public ervice. TOW, here are five
marks, all of which oU17ht to be found in Junius. They are nil
fi e found in FrnncL 'Ye do not believe that more than two of
them can be found in any other per on whatever. It'this argu
ment doe not ettle the question, there i an end of all reasoning
on circum tantial evidence.

The internal evidence eems to us to point the same way. The
tyle of Francis bears a tronO're emblance to that of Junius; nor

are we di po ed to admit, what is generally taken for granted, that
the acknm ledged compo itions of Franci are very decidedly in
ferior to the anonymou letter. The argument from inferiority,
at all event, i one which may be urged -ith at le t equal force
30'ain t very claimant that has ever been mentioned, ith the
single exception of Burke; and it would be a waste of time te
proye that Burke wa not Junius.•And what conclusion, after
all, can be drawn from mere inferiority? Every writer must
produce hi be t work; and the interval between hi be t work
and his second be t work may be very wide indeed. obody will
ay that the be t lett r of J uniu are more decidedly superior to

the acknowledO'ed work of Franci than three or four of Cor
neille'~ traO'edie to the r t, than three or four of Ben Jonson
~omedie to the re t than the Pilmm' Progre to the other

ork of Bunyan than D n Quixote to the other ork of
Cervantes. T ay, it i certain tha J uniu , whoe er he may have
been wa a mo t uDf>qual writer. To go no further than tb~



w_ nRE.L~ HA IT... GS. 29

Ictter5 hich bear the signature of Junius; the letter to the king,
and the letters to Horne Tooke, have little in common, except the
asperity; and asperity was an inO'redient seldom wanting either in
the writings or in the peeche of Francis.

Indeed one of the tronge t rea on for believing that Franci
wa Juniu is the moral resemblance between the two men. It is
not difficult, from the letters which, under variou ignature, are
known to have been written by J unius. and from hi dealing with
'"oodfall and others, to form a tolerably correct notion of his
character. He was clearly a man not destitute of real patrioti m
nnd magnanimity, a man whose vices were not of a sordid kind.
But he must aLo ha e been a man in the hiO'he t degree arroO'ant
nnd in olen1, a man prone to malevolence, and prone to the error
of mistaking his malevolence for public virtue. " Doe t thou well
to be angry?" was the question asked in old time of the Hebrew
prophet. And he answered, "I do well." Thi was evidently the
temper of Junius; and to this eau e we attribute the ayage
cruelty hich di grace several of hi letters. J:'"0 man i 0

ruercile s as he who, under a strong self-delusion, confounds hi
antipathies with his duties. It may be added that Junius, though
allied with the democratic party by common enmitie , was the
very oppo ite of a democratic politician. While attacking in
dividual with a ferocity which perpetually violated all the law
of literary warfare, he regarded the mo t defective part of old
institution with a respect amountinO' to pedantry, pleaded the
cau e of Old arum with fervour, and contemptuou Iy told the
capitalist of Manche ter and Leed' that, if they anted vote ,
they might buy land and become freeholder~ of Lancashire and
Yorkshire. All thi e believe might stand, with scarcely any
chanO'e, for a character of Philip Francis.

It i not strange that the great anonymous writer hould have
been willing at that time to leave the country which had been so
powerfully stirred by his eloquence. Every thing had gone against
him. That party 'hich he clearly preferred to every other, the
party of George Grenvill had been cattered by the death of i
chief; and Lord uffolk had led the greater part of it over to the
mini terial benche. The ferment produced by the Middlese
election had gone down. Every faction mu t have been alike an
object of aversion to Juniu. Hi opinions on dome tic affair
separated him from the mini try; his opinions on colonial affairs
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from tbe oppo ition. odeI' such circumstances, he had thrown
down hi pen in mi.'anthropical despair. His fare ell letter to
\Voodfall bear date the nineteenth of January 1773. In that letter,
he declared that he mu t be an idiot to rite again; that he had
meant well by the cause and the public; that both were given up ';
that there were not ten men who would act teadily together on
any que tion. "But it i all alike," he added, " ile and con
temptible. You have never flinched that I know of; and I shall
alway rejoice to hear of your pro perity." The e were the la t
words of Juniu~. In' a year from that time, Philip Francis was on
hi voyage to Bengal.

With the three new Councillors came out the judges of the
Supreme Court. The chief j u,tice '\Va Sir Elijah Impey. He
was an old acquaintance of Ha tiugs; and it is probable that the
Governor-General, if he had em·ched through all the inns of
court, could not have found an equally serviceable tool. But the
members of Council were by no means in an obsequious mood.
Rasting grently di.•,liked the new form of go ernment, and had
no very high opinion of his coadjutors. They had heard of thi ,
and were di posed to be su picious and punctilious. hen men
are in uch a frame of mind, any trifle is sufficient to give occasion
for dispute. The member of Council expected a salute of twenty
one gun from the batteries of Fort 1Villiam. Ha tings allowed
them only seventeen. They landed in ill-humour. The first
civilities were exchanged with cold re erve. On the morrow
commenced that long quarrel which, after di tracting British
India, wa renewed in England, and in which all the most eminent
state men and orators of the age took active part on one or the
other side.

Ha ting wa supported by Barwell. They had not always been
friend. But tbe arrival of the new member of Council from
England naturally had the effect of uniting the old servants of the
Company. Clavering, Monson, and Francis formea the majority.
They in tantly wre'ted the government out of the hands of
Ha ting, condemned, certainly not without justice, hi late
dealing' ith the T abob Vizier, recalled the English agent from
Oude, and ent thither a creature of their own, ordered the
brigade which had conquered the unhappy Rohilla to return to
the Company" territorie , and in tituted a evere inquiry into the
conduct of the war. :Text, in spite of the Governor-General's



WARRE..:' HASTING::i. 31

remonstrances, they proceedca. to exercise, in the most indiscreet
manner, their new authority over the subordinate presidencies;
threw aH the affairs of Bornbay into confusion; and interfered:
with an incredible union of rashne sand feeblene s, in the intestine
di putes of the Mahratta government. At the ame time, they
fell on the internal administration of Bengal, and attacked the
whole fi cal and judicial system, a system which was undoubtedly
defective, but hich it was very improbable that gentlemen fre h
from England would be competent to amend. The effect of their
reforms was that all protection to life and property was ithdrawn,
and that gangs of robbers plundered and slaughtered with impunity
in the ,ery suburbs of Calcutta. Hastings continued to live in
the Government-house, and to draw" the salary of Governor
General. He continued even to take the lead at the council
board in the transaction of ordinary business; for his opponents
could not but feel that he knew much of which they were ignorant,
and that he decided, both surely and speedily, many questions
which to them would have been hopelessly puzzling. But the
higher powers of government and the most valuable patronage
had been taken from him.

The native soon found this out. They considered him as a
fallen man; and they acted after their kind. Some of our readers
may have seen, in India, a cloud of crows pecking a sick vulture
to death, no bad type of what happens in that country, as often
as fortune de erts one who has been great and dreaded. In an
instant, all the sycophants who had lately been ready to lie for
him, to forge for him, to pander for him, to poison for him, hasten
to purchase the favour of his victorious enemies by accusing him.
An Indian government has only to let it be understood that it
wi he a particular man to be ruined; and, in twenty-four hours,
it will be furnished with grave charges, supported by depositions
80 full and circumstantial that an)~ person unaccustomed to Asiatic
mendacity would regard them as decisive. It is well if the sig.
nature of the destined victim is not 'ounterfeited at the foot of
some illegal compact, and if some treasonable paper is not slipped
into a hiding-place in his house. Hastings was now regarded as
helple . The power to make or mar the fortune of every man
in Bengal had passed, as it seemed, into the hands of the new
Councillors. Immediately charges against the Governor-General
began to pour in. They were eagerly welcomed by the majority,



who, to do them ,iustice, were men of too much honour knowingly
to countenance false accusatipn, but who were not sufficiently
acquainted with the East to be aware that, in that part of the

orld, a very little encouragement from power will call forth, in a
"eek, more Gate es, and Bedloes, and Dangerfields, than 'Vest

minster Hall sees in a century.
It would have been strange indeed if, at such a juncture,

T uncomar had remained quiet. That bad man was stimulated at
once by malignity, by avarice, and by ambition. ow was the
time to be avenged on hi old nemy, to wreak a grudge of
eventeen years, to establi h himself in the favour of the majority
f the Council, to become the greate t nati e in Bengal. From

the time of 'the arrival of the new Councillors, he had paid the
most ma.rked court to them, and had in con 'equence been excluded,
with all indignity, from the Government-house. He now put into
the hands of Francis, with great ceremony, a paper containing
everal charge of the most serious description. By this document

Hasting was accu ed of putting office up to sale, and of receiving
bribes for suffering offenders to escape. In particular, it was
alleged that Mahommed Reza Khan had been dismissed with
impunity, in consideration of a great sum paid to the Governor
General.

Francis read the paper in Council. A violent altercation fol
lowed. Hast~ngs complained in bitter terms of the way in which
lie was treated, spoke with contempt of uncomar and of uneo
mar's accu ation, and denied the right of the Council to sit in
judgment on the Governor. At the next meeting of the Board,
another communication from uncomar was produced. He re
quested that he might be permitted to attend the Council, and that
lle might be heard in support of his as ertions. Another tempes
tuous debate took place. The Governor-General maintained that
the council-room wa not a proper place for such an investigation;
that from per ODS who were heated by daily conflict with him he
ould not expect the fairness of judge ; and that he could not,

without betraying the dignity of hi po 1, ubmit to be confronted
with such a man as uncomar. The majority, however, resolved
to go into the charges. Hastings TO e, dedared the sitting at an
end, and left the room, followed by Barwell. The other members
kept their eats, voted themselve a council, put Clavering in the
chair, and ordered uncomar to be called in. :runcomar not only
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adhered to the original charges, but, after the fashion of the East.
produced a large snpplereent. He stated that Hastings had re
ceived a great sum for appointing Rajah Goordas treasurer of the

abob's household, and for committing the care of his Highnes '8

person to the :Munny Begum. He put in a letter purporting to
bear the seal of the Munny Begum, for the purpos~ of establi hing
the truth of his story. The seal, whether forged, a Hastings af
firmed, or genuine, as we are rather inclined to believe, proved
nothing. Nuncomar, as every body knows who knows India, had
only to tell the :l\Iunny Begum that such a letter would give
pleasure to the majority of the Council, in order to procure her
attestation. The majority, however, voted that the charge was
made out; that Hastings had corruptly received between thirty
and forty thousand pounds; and that he ought to be compelled to
refund.

The general feeling among the Engli h in Bengal was strongly
in favour of the Governor-General. In talents for business, in
knowledge of the country, in general courtesy of demeanour, he
was decidedly superior to hi persecutors. The servants of the
Company were naturally di posed to side with the most dis
tinguished member of their own body against a clerk from the
war-office, who, profoundly ignorant of the native languages and of
the native character, took on him elf to regulate every department
of the administration. Hastings, however, in spite of the general
ympathy of hi countrymen, was in a most painful situation.

There was still an appeal to higher authority in England. If that
authority took part with his enemies, nothing was left to him but
to throw up his office. He accordingly placed his resignation in
the hands of his agent in London, Colonel Macleane. But Mac
leane was instructed not to produce the resignation, unless it
should be fully ascertained that the feeling at the India House was
adverse to the Governor-General.

The triumph of uncomar seemed to be complete. He held a
daily levee, to which his countrymen resorted in crowds, and to
which, on one occasion, the majority of the Council condescended
to repair. Hi house was an office for the purpose of receiving
charges against the Governor-General. It was said that, partly
by threats, and partly by wheedling, the villanous Brahmin had
induced many of the wealthiest men of the province to send if:
complaints. But he was playing a perilous game. It W88 no\

C
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uch deter-
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tion. ut it i certain that wha eyer may have been, according to
echni I rule of con truction the ffectof the tatut under hie

the trial took pIace it wa mo.:t nju to hang a Hindoo for foro-ery.
The la -hich made forgery capi al in England p d without
the m e reference to the wtate of ociety in Indi. It wa un
known t th na ive of India. It had never been put in elr.ecution
nmong th m, certainly not for ant of d linquent. It w in the
bighe t degree hockino- to all' their notion Th y were not ac
eu tomed to the di tinction which many circum tance , peculiar to
our own tate of society, have led u to mnke between forgery and
other kind of cheating. The counterfeiting of a eal a in eir
e~timation, a common act of windlino-; nor had it ever cro ~ed

their mind that it wa to puni h d everely gang-robber·
or as a ina ion. ju t judge would, bond all doubt have re
erved the ca e for the on ideration of the ..oYereign. But Impey
ould not hear of mercy or dela .
The e citement among all cIa e wa great. Francis and

Franci fe Engli h adherents de cribed the overnor-General
and the Chief Justice a the worst of murderers. Clavering:, it
was aid, ore that, even at the foot of the gallows, uncomar
hould re cued. The bulk of the European ociety, thouo-h

strongly a ched to the G .ernor-General could not but feel
comp ion for a man 0 with all hi crime" had 0 lono- fille

Jar!! ac in t ir i!!ht who had been o-r at and powerful
fo h ritLh empire in lodi betTan to exi- and to horn, in

..he old'm go'\"'crno nnd mem er of council, then mere com-
mercial factor', had paid court for protection. e feeling of the
Hindoo infinit I . trono-er. They ere, inde ,not a peopl
to strike on blow for their countryman. But hi entence filled
them with orrow and di may. Tri d even by th ir low standard
of morality, he wa a bad man. But, bad a. he wa , he was the
head of tb ir race and r ligion, a Brahmin of the Brahmin. He
b d inherited the pure t and highe t ca tee He had practi cl

'th h !!r at t punctu lity all tho.:e ceremonie to bich the
uper titi u Ben!!3le a cribe far more importance than to the

corre i barge of he ociaI dutie. They fel therefore,
ev u tholic in the dar age ould have ~ I at secina'

prel of the hiO'h t di!!Dity ent to the gallo by a col
tribun 1. ccording to their old national law a Brahmin could
not be put to death for any crime hatever. And the crime for

c 2
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~{hich ~ uncomar wu about to die was regarded by them in much
he ame lil'rllt in which the elling of an un ound hor e, for a sound

price, i r IT< r ed by a York~hire jockey.
The Iu~ ulman~ alone appear to have. een with e ultation the

fate of the powerful Rindoo who had attempted to ri e by mean
f the ruin of Iahommed Reza Khan. The Iahommedan hi torian

of tho e time take deliO'ht in agO'ravatinO' the char17e. He as ures
U that in ...uncomar' hou e a ca ket was found containing coun
terfeits of the seals of all the riche t men of the province. W
have ne er fallen in with any other authority for thi tory, which
in it elf i by no mean improbable.

The day drew near; and Tuncomar prepared himself to die with
hat qui t fortitude -Hh which the Bengnlee, '0 effeminately timid

in per~ona1 conflict, often encounter calamitie for which there i::.
no remedy. The heriff, with the humanity which i seldom
wanting in an EnglLh gentleman 'Vi ited the prisoner on the eve
of the e. ecution, and a ured him that no indulgence con i tent

ith the Lw houhl be refn c to him. uncomar expres ed hi
gratitude with great politene-~ and unaltered compo ure. ot a
muscle of hi face moy d. .r ot a igh broke from him. He put
his finger to his forehead, and calmly ~aid that fate would have
it way, and that there was no re i ting the plea ure of God. He
sent his compliments to FrancL, C1a.vering, and ron on, and
charged them to protect Rajah Goorda~, who was about to become
the head of the Brahmin of Bengal. The heritf withdrew, greatly
agitated by what had pa.. ed, and uncomar snt composedly do n
to write not and examine account .

The ne_ t morninO', before the un a in his power an immen c
concour e a embled round the place where the gallow had been
et up. Grief and horror were on every face ; yet to the last the

multitude could hardly believe that the English l'eally purposed to
take the life of the great Brahmin. At length the mournful pro
ces ion came through the crowd. uncomar sat up in his palan-

uin, and looked round him with unaltered serenity. He had ju t
parted from those who were mo t nearly connected with him.
Their crie and contortion had appalled the European mini ter
of ju tic , but had not produced the smaIle t effect on the iron

oici m of the prisoner. The only anxiety which he e pressed
wo that men of hi 0 n prie tIy caste might be in attendance to
take charge of his corpse. He again dewired to be remembered tu
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his friends in the Council, mounted the scaffold with firm..ess, and
gave the si17nal to the executioner. The moment that the drop
fell, a howl of sorrow nnd de~pair rose from the innumerable
spectator. Hundred turned away their faces from the polluting
sight, fled with loud wailings towards the Hoogley, and plunged
into its holy water J a~ if to purify themselves from the guilt of
lmving looked on such a crime. These feelings were not confined
to Calcutta. The whole province was 17ready excited; and the
population of Dacca, in particular, gave strong signs of grief and
<1i may.

or Impey's conduct it is impo~ iblc to peak too evercly. We
tJave already said that, in our opinion, he acted unjustly in refusing
to respite uncomaI'. TO rational man can doubt that he took
this cour e in order to gratify the Governor-General. If we had

vel' had any doubts on that point, they would have been dispelled
by a letter which Mr. Gleig has publi..:hed. Rasting, three or
four years later, de cribed Impey as the man H to ,-ho e upport
lIe \Va at one time indebt~d for the afety of his fortune, honour,
~md reputation." The~e strong words can refer only to the ca e
of.£ uncomar; and they mu t mean that Impey hanged uncomar
in order to support Ha tings. It is, therefore, our deliberate
'Opinion that Impey, sitting as a judge, put a man unjustly to
death in order to serve a political purpose.

But we look on the conduct of Ha tings in a somewhat different
light. He was trugO'ling for £ortun , honour, libert', all that
makes life valuable. He was beset by rancorou~ and unprincipled
cnemie. :From hi colleagues he could expect no j u tice. He
cannot be blamed for 'i hing to cru:h hi~ accu er. He was
indeed bound to use only leO'itimate mean~ for that end. But it
was not trange that he hould have t11ouO'ht any mean legitimate
which were pronounced legitimate by the "ages of the law, by
men who e peculiar duty it was to deal justly between adversarie ,
and whose education might be suppo cd to have peculiarly qualified
them for the di charge of that duty. T obod)' demund from a
party the unbending quityof a judge. The rea on that judges
are appointed i that even a goo man cannot be tru ted to decide
a cause in hieh he i tirn elf coneerne. .£T ot a day pas es on
which an hone t pro ecutor does not ask for what none but a
di honest tribunal would grunt. It is too much to expect that
any man, hen his deare t interest' are at stake, and 1is strongest
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pas-ions excited, will, us again t him elf, be more just than the
S orn di pensers of j tire. To take an analogous ca e from the
history of our own island: suppo~e that Lord Stafford, when in
the Tower on suspicion of being concerned in the Popish pl04
had been appri ed that Titus Oate had done something which
might, by a questionable construction, be brol ght under the head
of felony. hould we severely blame Lord Stafford, in the supposed
(.a. , for causing a prosecution to be instituted, for furnishing
fund::>, for using all hi influence to interc pt the mercy of the
Crown? We think not. H:1 judge, indeed, from favour to the
Catholic lords, were to strain the law in order to hang Oates, such
a judge would richly deserve impeachment. But it does not appear
to u~ that the Catholic lord, by bringing the ca e before the judae
for decLion, would materially over-tep the limits of a just self
defence.

Vhile, therefore, we have not the least doubt that this me
morab e execution is to be attributed to Hastings, we doubt

bether it can with justice be reckoned among his crimes. That
his conduct was dictated by a profound policy is evident. He was
in a minority in Council. It was po ible that he might long be
in a minority. He knew the native character well. He knew in

hat abundance accusation are certain to flow in against the most
innocent inhabitant of Imlia who is under the frown of power.
There was not in the hole black population of Bengal a place
holder, a place-hunter, a government tenant, who did not think
that he might better himself by sending up a depo ition against
the Governor-General. Under these circumstance, the perse
cuted state man resol ed to teach the w holc crew of accu el'S and
witnes e that, though in a minority at the ct.>uncil-board, he was
still to be feared. The lesson which he gave them was indeed a
le on not to be forgotten. The head of the combination which
had been formed against him, the riche t, the mo t powerful, the
most artful of the Hindoos, di -tingui hed bJ the favour of tho e

ho then held the government, fenced roun by the uper titious
reverence of million., was hanged in broad day before many thou
sand of people. Every thing that could make the warning im
pre~ ive, dignity in the ufferer, solemnity in the proceeding, was
found in thi case. The hc1ples~ rage and ,ain struggles of the
Council made the triumph more signal. From that moment the
conviction of every native was that it was afer to take the par
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of Ha tings in a minority than that of Francis in a majority, and
that he ho was so venturous as to join in running do n the
Governor-General might chance, iu the phrase of the Eastern
poet, to fiud a tiger, while beating the jungle for a deer. The
~'oices of a thousand informers were silenced in an instant. From
that time, whatever difficulties Ha tings might have to encounter,
he was never molested by accusations from natives of India.

It is a remarkable circumstance that one of the letters of
Hastings to Dr. J ohnson bears date a very few hours after the
de~th of uncomar. While the whole settlement was in commo
tion, while a mighty and ancient priesthood were weeping over
the remains of their chief, the conqueror in that deadly grapple
sat down, with characteristic self-possession, to write about the
Tour to the Hebrides, Jones's Persian Grammar, and the history.
traditions, arts, and natural productions of India.

In the mean time, intelligence of the Rohilla war, and of the
first di putes between Hastings and his colleagues, -had reached
London. The Directors took part with the majority, and sent out
a letter filled with severe reflections on the conduct of Hastingd.
They condemned, in strong but just terms, the iniquity of under
taking offensive wars merely for the sake of pecuniary advantage.
But they utterly forgot that, if Ha tings had by illicit means
obtained pecuniary advantages, he had done so, not for his own
benefit, but in order to meet their demands. To enjoin honesty,
and to insist on having what could not be hone tly got, was
then the constant practice of the Company. As Lady Macbeth
says of her husband, they" would not play false, and yet would
wrongly win."

The Regulating Act, by which Hastings had been appointed
Governor-General {or five year, empowered the Crown to remove
him on an address from the Company. Lord Torth was desirous
to procure such an addre s. The three members of Council who
bad been ent out from England were men of his own choice.
General Clavering, in particular, was supported by a large paI'lia
mentary connexion, such as no cabinet could be inclined to
di~oblige. The wish of the mini ter, 'as to di.:place Ha ting~, and
to put Clavering at the head of the government. In the Court
of Directors parties ere very nearly balanced. Eleven voted
again t Hastings; ten for him. T.!:le Court of Proprietors was
then convened. The great sale-room presented a singular ap-

c 4
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pearance. Letters had been sent by the Secretary of the Treasury,
exhorting all the supporters of government w~o held India. tock
to be in attendance. Lord Sandwich marshalled the friends of the
administration with his usual dexterity and alertness. Fifty
peers and privy councillors, seldom seen so far eastward, were
counted in the crowd. The debate lasted till midnight. The
opponents of Hastings had a small superiority on the ilivision; but
a ballot was demanded; and the result was that the Governor
General triumphed by a majority of above a hundred votes over
the combined efforts of the Directors and the Cabinet. The minis
ters were greatly exasperated by this defeat. Even Lord orth
lost his temper, no ordinary occurrence with him, and threatened
to convoke parliament before Christmas, and to bring i:l a bill
for depriving the Company of all political power, and for restrict
ing it to its old business of trading in silks and teas.

Colonel lfacleane, who through all this conflict had zealously
supported the cause of Hastings, now thought that his employer
was in imminent danger of being turned out, branded with parlia
mentary censure, perhaps prosecuted. The opinion of the crown
lawyers had already been taken re pecting some parts of the
Governor-Genera!':; conduct. It seemed to be high time to think
of securing an honourable retreat. Under the e circumstances,
Macleane thought himself justified in producing the resignation
with which he had been intrusted. The instrument was not in
very accurate form; but the Directors were too eager to be scru
pulous. They accepted the resignation, fixed on Mr. Wheler, one
of their own body, to succeed Hastings, and sent out orders that
General Clavering, as enior member of Council, should exercise
the functions of Governor-General till Jr. Wheler should arrive.

nut, while these things were passing in England, n great change
had taken place in Bengal. l\Ion on was no more. Only four
members of the government were left. Clavering and Francis
were on one side, Barwell and the Governor-General on the other;
and the Governor-General had the casting vote. Hasting, who'
ilad been during two years destitute of all power and patronage,
became at once absolute. He in tantly proceeded to retaliate on
hi adver aries. Their measures were reversed: their creatures
were displaced. A new valuation of the lands of Bengal, for the
purpo es of ta.xation, was ordered: and it was provided that the
whole inquiry should be conducted by the Governor-General, and
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that all the letters rdating to it should run in his name. He began,
at the same time, to revolve vast plans of conquest and dominion,
plans which he lived to see realised, though not by himself. His
project was to form subsidiary alliances with the native princes,
particularly with those of Qude and Bernr, and thus to make Britain
the paramount power in India. While he was meditating these
great designs, arrived the intelligence that he had ceased to be
Governor-General, that his resignation had been accepted, that
"lVheler was coming out immediately, and that, till Wheler arrived.
the chair was to be filled by Clavering.

Had Hastings still been in a minority, he would probably have
retired without a struggle; but he was now the real master of
British India, and he was not disposed to quit his high place. He
asserted that he had never given any instructions which could
warrant the steps taken at home. What his instructions had been,
he owned he had forgotten. If he had kept a copy of them he
had mislaid it. But he was certain that he had repeatedly de
clared to the Directors that he would not resign. He could not
Bee how the court, possessed of that declaration from himself, could
i'eceive his resignation from the doubtful hands of an agent. If
the resignation were invalid, all tl.e proceedings which were
founded on that resignation were null, and Hastings was still
Go ernor-General.

He afterwards affirmed that, though his agents had not acted in
conformity with his instructions, he would nevertheless have held
himself bound by their acts, if Clavering had not attempted to
seize the supreme power by violence. Whether this assertion were
or were not true, it cannot be doubted that the imprudence of
Clavering gave Hastings an advantage. The General sent for the
keys of the fort and of the treasury, took possession of the records,
and held a council at which Fraucis attended. Hastings took the
chair in another apartment, and Barwell sat with him. Each ot
the two parties had a plausible show of right. There was no
authority entitled to their obedience within fifteen thousand miles.
It seemed that there remained no way of settling the dispute except
an appeal to arms; and from such an appeal Hastings, confident of
his influence over his countrymen in India, was not inclined to
shrink. He directed the officers of the garrison at :Fort "lVilliam and
of all the neighbouring stations to obey no orders but his. At the
same time, with admirable judgment, he offered to submit the case
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to the Supreme Court, and to ~ bide by its deci~ion. By mmng
thi~ propo ition h ri-ked nothin CT ; yet it a a propo ition hich
hi opponent could hardly r j ct. T obody could be treated a
criminal for obeying what the judge hould 01emn1y pronounce
to be the lawful gov rnment. The bolde t man would hrink
from taking arms in defence of what the judO'e hould pronounce
to be u~urpation. Cl vering and Franci, after ome delay, un
,-illingly con nt d to abide y the award of the court. The
ourt pronounced h. t the re-ign tion was invalid, and that there

fore Ha~tinO' wo. till Go ernor-General under the Regulating
.... ct; and the de at d memb r~ of the Council, finding that the
en of the whol sett! ment w again t th m, acquiesced in the

deci ion.
About thi time arrived the news that, after a suit which had

lasted everal year, the Franconian courts had decreed a divorce
between Imhoff and hi wife. The Baron 1 ft Calcutta, carrying

ith him the me n of buying an tate in axony. The lady
becam r . Ha ting-. The nt wa celebrat by great fe ti-
itie; nd all th mo t con~picuou- per on at C lcutt ithout

di tinction of parti , were in it to the 0 ernment-hou e.
Cl vering, a the .J.:lahommed: n chronicler tell the tory, wa
i k in mind and body, and Cll ed him elf from joining the

.plendid a embly. But Rusting, whom, a it should eem,
"ucc in ambition and in love had put into high good-humour,

ould take no deni 1. He went him elf to the General' hou e,
and at I nO'th brought hi vanqui hed rival in triumph to the gay
circle hi h urrounded the brit! _ The e ertion too much
for a frame broken by mortification a well by disease. Cla
vering di a. t do. Iter.

hel r rho came out exp cting to be Governor-General, an
w force to cont> t him.elf ith a a.t at the council-board,
generally voted it l F r ncis. But the Governor-G neral, with
Bar ell'- help and hi- 0\"'0 ca ting ote, wus still the master.

ome han~e took place at tlli' time in the feeling both of the
ourt of Director and of the inLter of the ero n. All

de ign aO'ain t Ha tinO' w re dropped; and, Then hi original
term of fi e year . pired, h wu quietly reappointed. The

nth i _th t the ~ anul danger to which the public intere t in
e er quarter ere no ex o. <1, made both Lord T orth and tl e
C mpany unwillwg to part with a Go\"ernor rho e talents, ex-
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perienee and resolution, enmity itself wa compelled to acknow
ledge.

The crisis was indeed formidable. That great and victorious
empire, on the throne of which George the Third had taken his
seat eighteen years before, with brighter hope than had attended
the acce ion of any of the 10nfT line of EnulLh overeio-n~, had,
by the most sensele mLuovernment been brought to the yerue
of ruin. In Americ. millions of Engli hmen were at ar with
the country from which their blood, their language, their re
ligion, and their institutions ere derived, nnd to -hieh, but <

. hort time before, they had been strongly attached as the in
habitants of orfolk and Leice tershire. The great power~ of
Europe, humbled to the du t by the vigour and genius which had
guided the councils of George the Second, now rejoiced in the
pro pect of a signal revenge. The time was approaching when
our i land, while truggling to keep down the nited tates of
America, and pre ed with a till nearer danuer by the too ju t
di content of Ireland, wa to be ailed by France, pain and
Holland, and to be threatened by the armed neutrality of the
Baltic; when even our maritime upremacy was to be in. jeo
pardy ; hen ho tile fleets were to command the traits of Calpe
and the Mexican ea; when the Briti~h flag was to be scarcely
able to protect the Briti h Channel. Great as ere the fault of
Basting, it was happy for our country that at that conjuncture,
the me t terrible through which he has ever passed, he was the
ruler of her Indian dominion •

An attack by sea on Bengal was little to be apprehended. The
danger was that the European enemie of Eno-Iand might form an
alliance with ome native power, miaht furnish that power itb
troop arm~, and ammunition, and might thu il our po es-
ion on the ide of the land. It wa chiefly from the ahratta

that Basting anticipated danger. The oriuinal seat of that
singular people was the wild range of hill which runs along the
western coa t of India. In the reign of Aurungzebe the inha
bitant of those regions, led by the great evajee, beuan to de-
cend on the po e ions of their wealthier and le warlike neigh

bour. The energy, £i rocity, and cunning of the ahratta soon
made them the mo t con picuous among the new powers which
were generated by the corruption of the decaying monarchy. At
fir~t they were only robber. They oon ro e to the dignity of
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cunquerors. Half the provinces of thc empire were turned into
Iahratta principalities. Freebooter, sprung from low castes, and

:l(lCU tomed to menial employments, became mighty Rajahs, The
Bon las, at the head of a band of plunderer , occupied the vast
region of Berar. The Guicowar, which is, being interpreted, the
Herd man, founded that dynasty which still reigns in Guzerat.
The hou es of Scindia and Holkar waxed great in 1\lalwa. One
adventurous captain made hi nest on the impregnable rock of
Gooti. Another became the lord of the thousand villages which
~li"e cattered among the green rice-fields of Tanjore.

That was the time, throughout India, of double government.
The form and the power were every where separated. The

u sulman nabobs who had become sovereign princes, the "\ izier
·0 Oude, and the ~izam at Hyderab. d, still called themselves the
°iceroys of the house of Tamerlane. In the same manner the

l\Iahratta states, though really independent of each other, pre
tended to be members of onc empire. They all acknowledged, by
word and ceremonies, the supremacy of the heir of evajee, a TOI

faineant who chewed bang and toyed with dancing girls in a state
pri 'on at Sattara, and of his Pe hwa or mayor of the palace, a
f'l'eat hereditary magi trate, who kept a court with kingly state at
Poonah, and whose authority was obeyed in the spacious provinces
of Aurungabad and Bejapoor.

ome months before war was declared in Europe the govern
ment of Bengal was alarmed by the new that a French adven
turer, who passed for a man of quality, had arrived at Poonah.
It wa aid that he had been receiv~d there with great distinction,
that Le had delivered to the Pe~hwa letter and pre ents from
Lewi the ixteentb, and that a treaty, hostile to England, had
been concluded between France and the 1rIahratta .

Rusting immediately re olved to strike the fir t blow. The
title of the Peshwa was not undi puted. A portion of the 1\1ah
l':rtta nation was favourable to a pretender. The Governor
General determined to e pOll e thi pretender' interest, to mo\'&
an army acro s the peninsula of India, and to form a close alliance
with the chief of the hou e of Bon la, who ruled Berar, and who.
in power and dignity, wa in~ rior to none of the Mahratta princes.

The army had marched, and the negotiations with Berar were
in progre ,when a letter from the English consul at Cairo brought
he news that war had been proclaimed both in London ~nd Pari~.
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All the measures which the crisis required were adopted by Hast.
ings without a moment's delay. The Fr.;nch factories in Bengal
were seized. Orders were sent to Madras that Pondicherry should
instantly be occupied. Near Calcutta, works were thrown up whidl
were thought to render the approach of a hostile force impossible.
A maritime establishment was formed for the defence of the river.
NinE} new battalions of sepoys were raised, and a corps of native
artillery was formed out of the hardy J..Jascars of the Bay of Bengalt.
Having made these arrangements, the Governor-General with
calm confidence pronounced his presidency secure from all attack,
unless the J\fahrattas should march against it in conjunction with
the French.

The expedition which Hastings had sent westward was not so
speedily or completely successful as most of his undertakings. The
commanding officer procrastinated. The authorities at Bombay
blundered. But the Governor-General persevered. A new com
mander repaired the errors of his predecessor. Several brilliant
actions spread the military renown of the English through region3
where no European flag bad ever been seen. It is probable that,
if a new and more formidable danger had not compelled Hasting8
to change his whole policy, his plans respecting the Mahratta
empire would have been carried into complete effect.

The authorities in England had wisely sent out to Bengal, as
commander of the forces and member of the Council, one of the
most distinguished soldiers of that time. Sir Eyre Coote had,
many years before, been conspicuous among the founders of the
British empire in the East. At the council of war which preceded
the battle of PIassey, he earnestly recommended, in opposition to
the majority, that daring course which, after some hesitation, was
adopted, and w11ich was crowned with such splendid success. He
subsequently commanded in the south of India against the brave
and unfortunate Lully, gained the decisive battle of Wandewash
over the French and their native allies, took Pondicherry, and
made the English power supreme in the Carnatic. Since tho~e

great exploits near twenty Jears had elapsed. Coote had no
longer the bodily activity which he had shown in earlier days;
nor was the vigour of his mind altogether unimpaired. He was
capricious and fretful, and required much coaxing to keep him in
good-humour. It must, we fear, be added that the love of money
had grown upon him, and that he thought more about his allow-
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dignity. Oaths were required in every stage of every suit; and
the feeling of aQuaker about an oath is hardly stronger than that
of a respectable native. That the apartments of a woman of qual- .
ity should be entered by strange men, or that her face should be
seen by them, are in the Ea t, intolerable outrage , outrages which
are more dreaded than death, and which can be expiated only by
the shedding of blood. To the e outrages the most distingui hed
families of Bengal, Bahar, and Ori sa, were now expo ed. Ima
gine what the state of our own country would be, if a jurisprudence
were on a sudden introduced among us, which should be to us
what our jurisprudence was to our Asiatic subjects. Imagine
what the tate of our country would be, if it were enacted that any
man, by merely wearing that a debt wa due to him, hould ac
quire a right to insult the persons of men of the most honourable
and sacred callings and of women of the most shrinking delicacy,
to horsewhip a general officer, to put a bi hop in the stocks, to
treat ladies in the way which called forth the blow of 'Vat Tyler.

omething like this wa the effect of the attempt which the u
preme Court made to extend its juri diction over the whole of the
Company's territory.

A reign of terror began, of terror heightened 1y mystery ; for
even that which was endured was les horrible than that which
was anticipated. 0 man knew what was next to be expected
from this strange tribunal. It came froUl beyond the black water,
n the people of India, with my_ terious horror, call the ea. It
consisted of judges not one of whom was familiar with the usages
of the millions over whom they claimed boundless authority. Its
records were kept in unknown character'; it sentences were pro
nounced in unknown sound. It had already collected round itself
:m army of the WOI' t part of the native population, informer , and
fal e witne es, and common barrator, and agent of chicane, and
above all, a banditti of bailiff:' follower, compared with whom the
retainers of the WOI' t Engli h spunging-houses, in the worst times,
might be con idered as upright and tender-hearted. rany natives,
highly considered among their countrymen, were seized, hurried up
to Calcutta, flung into the common goal, not for any crime even im
puted, not for any debt that had been proved, but merely as a pre
caution till their cause should come to trial. There were instances
in which men of the most venerable dignity, persecuted without a
cause by extortioners, died of rage and shame in the gripe of the
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vile alguazils of Impey. The harems of noble l\lahommedans,
sanctuaries respected in the Ea t by governments which re pected
nothing else, were bur, t open by gangs of bailiffs. The Mussul
mans, braver and less accustomed to submi~ ion than the Hindoos,
sometimes stood on their defence; and there were in tances in
which they shed their blood in the doorway, while defending, sword
in hand, the sacred apartments of their women. ay, it eemed
as if even the faint-hearted Bengalee, who had crouched at the feet
of Surajah Dowlah, who had been mute during the admini tration
of Vansittart, would at length find courage in despair. ~o 1\1ah
raUa inva ion had ever spread through the province such dismay
as this inroad of Engli h lawyer. All the injustice of former op
pres or , Asiatic and European, appeared as a blessing when com
pared with the justice of the Supreme Court.

Every class of the population, Engli h and native, with the ex~

ception of the ravenous pettifoggers who fattened on the misery
and terror of an immense community, cried out loudly again t this
fearful oppres ion. But the judge were immovable. If a bailiff
was resi ted, they ordered the soldiers to be called out. If a ervaIit
of the Company, in conformity with the orders of the go,-ernment,
withstood the mi erable catchpoles who, with Impey's writs in their
hand, exceeded the insolence and rapacity of gang-robbers, he
was flung into pri~on for a contempt. The lapse of sixty years,
the virtue and wisdom of many eminent magistrates who have
during that time admini~tered justice in the upreme Court, have
not effaced from the minds of the people of Bengal the recollection
of those e,il days.

The member~ of tIle go¥ernment were, on this subject, united
as one man. Hastings had courted the judge ; he had found
them u eful instruments; but he wa not di po::;ed to make them
his own ma ter~, or the ma ters of India. His mind was large;
his knowledge of the native churactel' most accurate. He saw that
the d)'stem pur ued by the Supreme Court was degrading to the
government and ruinous to the people; and he resolved to oppose
it manfully. The con 'equence \Va , that the .friend hip, if that be
the proper word for such a connexion, which had existed between
him and Impey, wa for n time completely di ~olved. The govern
ment placed it elf firmly between the tyrannical tribunal and the
people. The Chief J u tice proceeded to the wildest excesses.
The Governor-General and all the member5 of Council were

D
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belonged to him, he could not abdi<"8te, which if tlley aid not
long to him, he ouO'ht never to have usurp d, and hi h in

neither ca e he could honestly. ell, is one que·tion. It i quite
another question, whether Ha ting wns not riO'ht to gi . > any
sum, however lnrg , to any man ho ever orthl ,rath r than
eit er urre der n illioI18 of human being to pill ge, or r cue
th m by civil are

F ranci trongly 0 e thi rrangement. It y, in d, e
_u~p cte the t per on. 1 nver~ion to Impey a3 a tronCY' a motiv
with Fran i" ~ reO' rd £ r the w If: re of the pro inee. To a mind
burning nth reo:entment it miO'ht m better to I ve BenO'al to
the oppr ;;:ors than to redeem it by enriching them. It j not
improbable, on the other hand, that Ha tings may have been the
more willing to re ort to an e pedient agreeable to the Chief
Ju·tice, bec use tbat high functionary had already been ser
VIceable, and might, wh n exi ting di ension ere eompo ed, be
..erviceable again.

But it a not on thi point one at Franei
to Ha ting. The pe ee between them pro to be only hort
3lld hollo truce, during which their mutual a er ion w - con
_tantly becoming tronger. At I nO'th an e plo ion too - place.
Ha tin"" publicly charO'cd Franci ith having deceived him, anu
vith ha inO' induced Barwell to quit the er ice by in inc re

promi e. Then came a dispute, such as frequently ari es even
bctwe >n honourable men, when they muy make important a(J'ree_
m nt by mere er al communication. n impartial hi torian
vill proba ly be f opinion that they hatl mi understood ch

oth r; ut their min I ere much embi e that th y im-
u to ch ot11 r nothing le than deliberate villan . do

not i Ha tin"" in a minute orde on the n ultati of
the 0 ernment, I do not tro t to. . Franci '8 promi of
candour, con 'ince that he i incap hIe of it. I judge of hi
public conduct by hi pri ate, hich I ha e found to be oid of
truth find honour. ft r the Council h d ri n Francis put
challenge into the Governor-General' hand. It as in tantly
ace pt~d. They met, nnd fired. Franci as hot through tho
bod . a curried to a. neighbouring hou:, here it appe
hat the ound, tho O'h enr, not mortal. II ting inqui

rep at Iy after hi nem' h 81th nd pro d to call on him;
but Fr nei col I d lined th i it. He ad a pro er n 1
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said, of the Governor-General politene ,but could not consent

to any private inteniew. They could meet only at the council

board.
In a very short time it was made signally mani£ st to how

great a danger the Governor-General had, on this occasion, ex

po ed his country. A crisi arrived with which he, and he alone,

wa competent to deal. It is not too much to say that, if he

bad been taken from the head of affairs, the year 1780 and 1781

would have been as fatal to our power in ia as to our power in

America.
The Iahrattas had been the chief objects of apprehen ion to

Ha ting. The mea ures which he had adopted for the purpo e

of breakinoo their power, bad at fir t been frustrated by the error

of those whom he was compelled to employ; but his perseverance

and ability seemed likely to be crowned with uccess, when a fur

more formidable danger howed itself in a di tant quarter.

About thirty year before thi time, a .fahommedan soldier had

begun to di tingui h himself in the wars of Southern India. His

education had been neglected; hi extraction was humble. His

father had been a petty officer of revenue; his grandfather a wan

dering dervi e. But though thus meanly descended, though igno

rant even of the alphabet, the adventurer had no sooner been

placed at the head of a body of troops than he approved him elf a

man born for conque t and command. Among the crowd of chief

who were struggling for a hare of India, none could compare with

him in the qualities of the captain and the state man. He became

a general; he became a sovereign. Out of the fragments of old

principalitie~, which had gone to pieces in the general wreck,

he formed for himself a great, compact, and vigorous empire.

Tha empire he ruled with the ability, severity, ~nd vigilance

of Lewis the Eleventh. Licentious in hi pleasure", implacable in

h· revenge, he had yet enlargement of mind enough to perceive

how much the pro perity of subjects adds to the strength of

governments. He was an oppressor; but he had at lea t the

merit of protecting his people again t all oppres ion except his

own. He was now in extreme old age; but his intellect wa as

dear, and his spirit as high, as in the prime of manhood. Such

was the great HydeI' All, the founder of the ahommedan king

dom of My ore, and the mo t formidable enemy with whom the

English conquerors of India have ever had to contend.



'W ARRE HASTL.TGS. 53

HaJ Hastings been governor of Iadras, Hyder would have
been either made a friend, or vigorously encountered as an enemy.
Unhappily the English authorities in the south provoked their
powerful neighbour's hostility, without being prepared to repel
it. On a sudden, an army of ninety thousand men, far superior
in di cipline and efficiency to any other native force that could
be found in India, came pouring through those wiid pas es which,

. worn by mountain torrents, and dark with jungle, lead down from
the table-land of Mysore to the plains of the Carnatic. This great
army was accompanied by a hundred pieces of cannon; and its
movements were guided by many French officers, trained in the
be t military schools of Europe.

Hyder was every where triumphant. The Sepoys in many
British garri ons :flung down their arms. ome forts were sur
rendered by treachery, and some by despair. In a few days the
whole open country north of the Coleroon had submitted. The
English inhabitants of ]fadras could already see by night, from
the top of lount St. Thomas, the eastern sky reddened by a vast
semicircle of blazing villages. The white villas, to which our
countrymen retire after the daily labours of government and of
trade, when the cool evening breeze springs up from the bay, were
now left without inhabitants; for bands of the fierce horsemen of

ysore had already been seen prowling among the tulip-trees, and
nenr the gay verandas. Even the town was not thought secure,
and the Briti h merchants and public functionaries made haste to
crowd themselves behind the cannon of Fort St. George.

There were the means, indeed, of assembling an army which
might have defended the presidency, and e,en driven the invader
back to his mountains. Sir Hector :Munro was at the head of one
con'iderable force; Baillie was advancing with another. United,
they might have presented a formidable front even to such an
enemy as Hyder. But the Engli h commander~, neglecting those
fundamental rules of the military art of which the propriety is
obvious even to men who had never received a military education,
deferred their j unction, and were separately attacked. Baillie's

. detachment was destroyed. Munro wa forced to abandon his
baggage, to :fling his guns into the tanks, and to save himself by a
retre2.t which might be called a :flight. In three week from the
commencement of the war, the British empire in Southern India
had been brought to the verge of rui nlya few fortified places

D • lIE
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remained to us. The glory of our arms had departed. It waR
known that a great French expedition might soon be expected on
the coast of Coromandel. England, beset by enemies on every
side was in no condition to protect such remote dependencies.

Then it was that the fertile genius and serene courage of
Ha tiners achieved their most signal triumph. A swift hip,
flying before the south-west monsoon, brought the evil tidings
in few days to Calcutta. In twenty-four hours the Governor
General had framed a complete plan of policy adapted to the
altered state of affairs. The truggle with Hyder was a struggle
for life and death. All minor objects must be sacrificed to the
pre ervation of the Carnatic. The disputes with the Mabrattas
must be accommodated. A large military force and a supply of
money must bc instantly sent to Madras. But even these mea
sures would be insufficient, unle's the war, hitherto so grossly
mi. managed, were placed under the direction of a vigorous mind.
It was no time for trifling. Ha ting determined to re ort to an
extreme exercise of power, to susp nd the incapable governor of
Fort St. George, to send Sir Eyre Coote to oppo e Hyder, and to
intru t that distingui hed general with the whole administration
of the war.

In pite of the ullen oppo ition of Francis, who had now
recovered from hi wound, and bad returned to the Council, the
Governor-General's isc and firm policy was approved bJr the
majority of the board_ The reinforcement were sent off with
great expedition, and reached adra before the French armament
arrived in the Indian seas. Coote, broken by age and disease, was
no IonO'er the Coote of andewash; but he was still a resolute
and kilful commander. The progre s of Hyder was arrested;
and in a few months the great victory of Porto ovo retrieved the
honour of the Engli harm .

In the meantime Francis had returned to England, and Hastings
was now left perfectly unfettered. Wheler had gradually been
relaxinO' in hi opposition, and, after the departure of hi vehement
and implacable colleague, co-operated heartily with the Governor
General, whose influence over the British in India, always great,
had, by the vigour and success of his recent measure, been con-
iderably increa ed.

But, thou<ph the difficulties arisinO' from factions ithin the
Council were at an end, another cl~ of difficulties had hecoillt>
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more pressing than e,er. The financial embarrassment was
extreme. Rasting had to find the means, not only of carrying on
the government of Bengal, but of maintaining a most costly war
again t both Indian and European enemies in the Carnatic, and of
making remittances to England. A few years before this time he
had obtained relief by plundering the 1\ ogul and enslaYing the
Rohillas; nor were the resources of his fruitful mind by any
means exhausted.

His first design was on Benares, a city which in wealth, popula
tion, dignity, and sanctity, was among the foremost of Asia. It
was commonly believed that half a million of human beings was
crowded into that labyrinth of lofty alleys, rich with shrines, and
minarets, and balconies, and carved oriels, to which the sacred apes

. clung by hundred. The traveller could scarcely make his way
through the press of holy mendicants and not less holy bulls. The
broad and stately flights of steps which descended from these
swarming haunts to the bathing-places along the Ganges were

om every day by the foot teps of an innumerable multitude of
worshippers. The schools and templcs drew crowd of pious
Hindoo from every province where the Brabminical faith was
known. Hundreds of devotees came thither every month to die:
for it was believed that a peculiarly happy fate awaited the man

ho should pa s from the sacred city into the sacred river. Nor
was superstition the only motive which allured strangers to that
great metropoli. Commerce had a many pilgrims as religion.
All along the shores of the venerable stream by great fleets of
vessels laden with rich merchandize. From the looms of Benare
went forth the most delicate silks that adorned the balls of
St. Jame 's and of Versaille ; and in the bazars, the muslins
of Bengal and the sabres of Oude were mingled with the jewels
of Golconda and the shawls of Cashmere. This rich capital, and
the surrounding tract, had long been under the immediate rule
of a Hindoo prince, who rendered homage to the logul em
perore. During the great anarchy of India, the lords of Benares
became independent of the court of Delhi, but were compelled
to submit to the authority of the abob of Oude. Oppres ed by
thi formidable neighbour, they invoked the protection of the
English. The English protection wa gi ven; and at length the
Nabob Vizier, by a solemn treaty, ceded all his rights over Benares
to the Company. From that time the Rajah wa' the vas al of the
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go,ernment of Bengal ncknowledO' d it upremacy, and cncragcd.
to 13en an annual tribut to Fort' illiam. Tlu tribute Cheyte

incr, the r igning princ had paid with trict punctuality.
bout th preci e nntur' of the I 2al relation between the

ompan and the Rajah of enar th re h been much warm
:md 3('ute contro\'"er y. 1 the one id it h been maintained
th h -te in rr wa ID r ly. rrreat ubject on whom the uperior

"er 11 d rirrh to call for id in the n ce sitie of the empir .
n the oth r i e, it ha b n onte ded tha he wa an independ

ent prin e that the only laim hich the ompany h d upon him
was for a li d tribut :md that, while the fi ed tribute wa
regularly paid, a it a uredly wa~, the Engli h had no more right
to ~act any further contribution from him than to demand ub-
idie from Holland or D nmark. otbing i ea~ier than to find

pr cedent and analogie in favour of ith l' view.
Our own impr . ion i that neither ,iew i~ correct. It wa too

much the h bit of Enrrli h litician~ to take it fi l' "rant d that
there in India a kno n and definite con-titution b l'hic
quc-tion~ f thi kind, r to be de i ed. The truth i that.
during the int r,al ",hi h -I. p_ed betw n the fall of th house of
Tamerl ne an 1 the e tablLhment of the nriti ha cenden y ther
wa no uch con titution. The old order of thinrr had pas cd
away; the ncw order of thing was not y t form d. All wa
tran ition, confu ion, ob curity. Every body kept hi head as he
b t miO'ht and crambled for whatev I' he could get. There
ha e been imilar ea on in Europe. The time of the d" olution

f the arlo in2ian empire i an in t ne " ho would think of
riou-l di u ing the qu tion what t nt of pecuniary aid and

of bedi n Hucrh Capet h d a con titutional right to demand
from the u· of Brit nn or the Duke f T ormandy? Tbe
W I'd n titutional riIYht 'had, in that tate of oci t no

If Hu"h Capet laid hand~ on all the po C'_ion of the
uke of ormandy. thi might be unju t and immoral; but

it , ould not be illeaal, in the en e in which the ordinances or
'hude. the T nth wer ill !raJ. If, on the other hand, the Duke
f ormandy made war n IIu~h Capct, thi miO'ht be unju t and

immoral; but it would not b illerral, in the en_e in hieh the
pedition f Prince Loui onaparte ille!!8t

ery",imil r to thi the t te of In in _i y ye o. or
e e " ting go emment not n single one could ) y claim to



legitimacy, or could plead any other title than recent occ!.lpation.
There was carcely a province in which the real sovereignty and
the nominal overeignty were not di ~oined. Title and forms
were till retained which implied that the heir of Tamerlane w
an ah dlute ruler, and that th J.: abob of the provinc were hi
lieutfmant. In reality h w a captive. The Tabob were in
ome place independent prince8. In other place, a in Bengal

and the arnatic they had, like their ma-ter, become mere ph n
tom', and the ompany wa upr me. Among the ahratta ~

again the heir f evaje till kept the title of Rajah; but he wa
a pri oner, and his prime mini-ter the Pe~hwa, had become the
llereditary chief of the tate. The Pe'hwa, in hi turn, wa fa t
inking into the same degraded ituation into which he had

reduced the Rajah. It wa , we believe, impo~sible to finu, from
the Himalaya to : ore a ~ingle government hich was at once
a governm nt de facto and a government de jure, which po e 'ed
the phy ical mean of makina it-elf feared by it neilYhbour and
ubjec' and 'hich ha at the ..ame time the authority derived

from law nd long pre cription.
H tinlY~ I arly di cerned, what a hidden from mo t of hi

contemporarie that uch a tate of thing gave immen e advan
talY to a ruler of great talent and few cruple. In e ery inter
national que tion that could ari e, he had hi", option between the
de facto ground and the de jure ground; and the probability was
tbat one of tbo e ground would u tain any claim th t it might be
convenient for him to make, and enable him to re i t any claim
m de by other. In every controve y accordingly. he re orted to
the plea 'hich uited hi immedi te purpo e, without troubling
him If in the le ~t about con i~tency ; and thu~ he c reely ever
f: iled to find hat, to per on of _hort memories and anty inform-

tion, eem d to be a ju tification for hat be an d to do. me-
time~ the T bob of Ben lY 1 i a hadow, Eometime a monarch.

ometime the izier i a mere deputy, ",ometime an inuependent
potentate. If it is expedi nt for the ompany to show ...ome legal
title to the revenue of Bengal, the grant under the eal of the
• ogul i . brought forward a an in.. trument of the high t
authority. hen the olY ul a:k 10r the rent hich were
re ned to him by that ry "ran, he i told that he i a mer6
paean th t the Engli h po er re~t on a ery diffi nt founda-
tion from ch rter given by him, th t he i elcome to play
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son for the concealment. Public pirit, or thc fear of detection,
at last determined him to withstand the temptation. He paid
over the bribe to the Company's trea ury, and insi ted that the
Rajah should in tantly comply rith the d m~ <Is of the Engli h
government. The Rajah, after the fa bion of hi' countrymen,
huflled, solicited, and plead d poverty. The gra~p of Basting'

wa not to be 0 eluded. He added to the requi~ition another ten
thou and pound a a fine for delay, and ent troop to exact the
money.

T4e money was paid. But tbi wa not enoull'h. The late
event in the south of India had increa ed the financial embarra ~s

ments of the Company. Ha tings was determined to plunder
Cheyte Sing, and, for that end, to fa ten a quulTel on him. Ac
cordingly, the Rajah wa now required to keep a body of cavalrr
for the fer ice of the British government. He objected and
e aded. Thi was exactly what the Governor-General wanted.
He had now a pretext for treating the wealthie t of hi al' a
a criminal. "I resolved,"-the e are the ords of Ha ting him-
elf, -"to dr from hi guilt the mean of relief of the Com-

pany's distres8e to make him pay largely for hi pardon, or to
exact a severe vengeance for pa t d linquency.'· The plan was
simply thi , to demand larger and larger contributions till the Rajah
should be driven to remon trate, then to call his remon trance a
erime, and to punish him by confi eating all hi' pos e ion.

Cheyte ing was in the greatest di m. y. He offered two hun·
dred thousand pound to propi iate the Briti~h government. But
H ting replied that nothing le than half a million would b
aecepted. Tay, he beO' n to think of lling Benar to Qude, a
he h d formerly old llah uad and Rohilcund. The matter wa
one hich could not be well managed at a di::.tance; and H ting
resolved to i it Benare .

Cheyte ing received hi liell'e lord ith every mark of rever
ence, came near sixty mile , with hi guard, to meet and e cort
the illu trious visiter, and exprf?' ed hi deep concern at the di 
plea ure of the Engli h. He even took off hi::: turban, and laid it in
the lap of Ha ting a O'e~ture hich in India mark the mo t pro
found ubm' ion and de otion. Ha ting beha,ed ith cold and
repul i e se erity. HavinO' arrived at Btmares, he ent to the

~ah a paper containiDO'. the demand of tl e uo\"ernment of Ben-
gal. The ~ah, in reply, attempted to cl r him elf from he ne.
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cusations brought 3 17ain t him. Hasting, who wanted money and
not excu e was not to be put off by the ordinary artifice of East
ern negotiation. He in tantly ordered the Rajah to be arr~sted

and placed under the cu tOOy of two companies of sepoyE.
In taking these strong mea ures, Rasting scarcely showed his

usual jud17ment. It is possible that, having had little opportunity
of personally observing any part of the population of India, except
the Bengalees, he was not fully aware of the difference between
their character and that of the tribes which inhabit the upper pro
vinces. He was now in a land far more favourable to the vigour of
the human frame than the Delta of the Ganges; in a land fruitful of
oldiers, who have been found worthy to follow English battalions

to the charge and into the breach. The Rajah was popular among
his subjects. Hi administration had been mild; and the prosperity
of the di trict which he governed presented a striking contrast to
the depre sed state of Bahar under our rule, and a still more strik
ing contra t to the misery of the provinces which were cursed by
the tyranny of the abob Vizier. The national and religious pre
judices with which the Engli h were regarded throughout India
were peculiarly inten e in the metropolis of the Brahminical super
stition. It can therefore scarcely be doubted that the Governor
General, before he outraged the dignity of Cheyte ing by an ar
rest, ought to have assembled a force capable of bearing down all
()PPO ition. Thi had not been done. The handful of sepoys who
attended Ha tings would probably have been sufficient to o\'erawe

oor hedabad, or the Black Town of Calcutta. But they were
unequal to a conflict with the hardy rabble of Benares. The street
surrounding the palace were filled by an immen e multitude, of
whom a lar17e proportion, as i u ual in Upper India, wore arms.
The tumult became a fiaht, and the fight a massacre. The English
officers defended them elves with de perate courage against over
whelming numbers, and fell, a became them, sword in hand. The
sepoys were butchered. The gate were forced. The captive
prince, neglected by his gaolers during the confu ion, di covered
an outlet which opened on the precipitous bank of the Ganges, let
him elf down to the water by a tring made of the turbans of his
attendant , found a boat, and e caped to the oppo ite hore.

H Ha tings had, by indi creet violence, brought himself into a
difficult and perilou ituation, it i only ju t to acknowledge that
be e tricated himself with even more than hi u unl ability and
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presence of mind. He had only fifty men with him. The building
in which he had taken up his residence was on every side blockaded
by the insurgents. But his fortitude remained unshaken. The
Ra:'ah from the other side of the river sent apologies and liberal
offers. They were not even answered. Some subtle and enter
prising men were found who undertook to pass through the throng
of enemies, and to convey the intelligence of the late events to the
English cantonments. It is the fashion of the natives of India to
wear large earrings of gold. When they travel, the rings are laid
aside, lest the precious metal should tempt some gang of robbers;
and, in place of the ring, a quill or a roll of paper is inserted in
the orifice to prevent it from closing. Hastings placed in the ears
of his messengers letters rolled up in the smallest compass. Some
of these letters were addressed to the commanders of English troops.
One was written to assure his wife of his safety. One was to the
envoy whom he had sent to negotiate with the Mahrattas. In
structions for the negotiation were needed; and the Governor
General framed them in that situation of extreme danger, with as
much composure as if he had been writing in his palace at Calcutta.

Things, however, were not yet at the worst. An English officer
of more spirit than judgment, eager to distinguish himself, made a
premature attack on the insurgents beyond the river. His troops
were entangled in narrow streets, and assailed b)\a furious popu
lation. He fell, with many of his men; and the survivors were
forced to retire.

This event produced the effect which has never failed to follo'v
every check, llOwever slight, sustained in India by the English
arms. For hundreds of miles round, the whole country was in
commotion. The entire population of the district of Benares took
arms. The fields were abandoned by the husbandmen, who
thronged to defend their prince. The infection spread to Oude.
The oppressed people of that province rose up against the Nabob
Vizier, refused to pay their imposts, and put the revenue officers
to flight. Even Bahar was- ripe for revolt. The hopes of Cheyte
Sing began to rise. Instead of imploring mercy in the humble
style of a vassal, he began to talk the language of a conqueror, and
threatened, it was said, to sweep the white usurpers out of the
land. But the English troops were now assembling fast. The
officers, and even the private men, regarded the Governor-General
with enthusiastic attachment, and fit:w to his aid with an alacrity
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, .hicb, a e boa teu, had never been hown on any other occa ion
_Iajor Popham, a bn ye and kilful oldier, who had highly dis
tinguLhed him elf in the Iahratta. war, and in whom the G0\7er
nor-General repo ed the greate t confidence, took the command.
The tumultuary army of the Rnjah was put to rout. His fa tne~ es
were tormed. In a few hours, above thirty thou and men left his
tandard, and return 11 to their ordinary avocations. The unhappy

prince fled from his country for ever. Hi' fair domain wa added
to the Briti h dominions. One of his relations indeed was ap
lointed rajah; but the Rajah of Benares was henceforth to be, like
the ..... abob of Bengal, a mere pen ioner.

By this revolution, an addition of two hundred thousand pounds
a. year wa made to the revenues of the Company. But the im
mediate relief was not a great as had been expected. The tren.
..ure laid up by Clleyte Sing had been popularly estimated at a
million t rling. It turned out to be about n fourth part of that
urn; and, uch a it wa , it was eized by the army, and divided

a ~ prize-mane .,
Di~appointed in his expectations from Benares, Hastings was

more violent than he would otherwi e have been, in his dealing
with Oude, Sujah Dowlah had long been dead. His on and
'tl(~ce . or, A aph-ul-Dowlah, was one of the weakest and mo t
viciou' even of Ea tern prince:;. His life was divided' between
torpid repo e and the mo~t odious form of sensuality. In his
court there was boundles::> wa te, throughout his dominions wretch
cdne • and di ~order. He had b en, under the kilful management
of the English government, gradually inking from the rank of an
indcpcn lent prince to that of a. va al of the Company. It was
only by th help of a Briti h brigade that he could be secure from
the fiCTlYres-ion of neighbours who de pi ed his weakness, and from
he vengeance of ubjects who dete ted hi tyranny. A brigade
vas furni hed; and he engaged to defray the charge of paying

< nd maintaining it. From that time his independence a t nD

nd. Ha ting was not a man to 10 e the advantage hich he had
thus gai ned. The T abob oon began to complain of the burden

hich he had undertaken to bear. His revenues, he aid, ere
falling off; h~s ~rvants Wf>re unpaid; he could no longer upport
the expen;;e of the arrangement which be had anctioned. Ha t
ing would not listen to the e representation. The izier, he
said, h d invited the government of Bengal to send him troops,
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and had promised to pay for them. The troops had been sent.
How long the troops were to remain in Qude was a matter not
settled by the treaty. It remained, therefore, to be settled be
tween the contracting parties. But the contracting parties dif
fered. Who then must decide? 'I he stronger.

Hastings al 0 argued that, if the English force was withdrawn,
Qude would certainly become a prey to anarchy, and would pro
bably be overrun by a Mahratta army. That the finances of
Qude were embarras ed he admitted. But he contended, not
without reason, that the embalTassment was to be attributed tc)
the incapacity and vices of aph-ul-Dowlah himself~ and that, if
less were spent on the troops, the only effect would be that more
would be squandered on worthless favourites.

Hastings had intended, after settling the affairs of Benares, to
visit Lucknow, and there to confer with A aph-ul-Dowlah. But
the ob equious courte yof the abob Vizier prevented this vi it.
\Vith a mall train ~e hastened to meet the Governor-General.
An interview took place in the fortress which, from the ere t of
the precipitous rock of Chunar, looks down on the waters of the
Ganges. .

At first sight it might appear impos ible that the negotiation
should come to an amicable close. Ha tings wanted an extra
ordinary supply of money. Asaph-ul-Dowlah wanted to obtain a
remis ion of what he already owed. uch a difference seemed to
admit of no compromise. There was, however, one course satis
factory to both side, one course by which it was possible to re
lieve the finances both of Qude and of Bengal; and that co()r~e

was adopted. It was simply this, that the Governor-General and
the "abob Vizier should join to rob a third party; and the third
party whom they determined to rob was the parent of one of the
robber.

The mother of the late abob, and his wife, who 'Was the
mother of the present abob, were known as the Begums or
Princes es of Qude. They had possessed great influence over

ujah Dowlah, and had, at his death, been left in po es-ion of a.
splendid dotation. The domains of which they received tbe rent3
and admini tered the government were of wide extent. The trea
sure hoarded by the late abob, a treasure which was popularly
estimated at near three millions sterling, was in their hands. They
continued to occupy his fatourite palace at Fy2'abad, the :Beautiful
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Dwelling; while A aph-ul-Dowlah held his court in the stately

Luck now, whi~h he had built for him elf on the shores of the

Goomti, and had adorned with noble DlO ques and colleges.

Asaph-ul-Dowlah had already extorted considerable sums from

his mother. She had at length appealed to the Eng1i::;h; and the

Engli h had interfer~d. olemn compact had been made, by

which she con. ented to gi ve her son some pecuniary a i tance,

and he in his turn promi ed never to commit any further inva. ion

of her rights. This compact was formally guaranteed by the

government of Bengal. But time had changed; money wa

wanted; and the power which lUld given the guarantee wa not

a hamed to instigate the spoiler to exces es such that even he

shrank from them.
It was neces ary to find some pretext for a confi cation incon

si tent, not merely with plighted faith, not merely with the or

dinary rules of humanity and justice, but al 0 with that great la,v

of filial piety which, even in the wildest tribe of savage, e,,-en in

those more degraded communi tie which wither under the in

fluence of a corrupt half-civili,ation, retains a certain authority

over the human mind. A pretext was the last thing that Has

tings was likely to want. The insurrection at Benare had pro

duced di turbances in Qude. These di turbance it wa convenient

to impute to the Princesses. Evidence for the imputation there

\Vas scarcely any; unle s reports wandering from one mouth to

another, and gaining something by every tran mi ion, may be

called evidence. The nceu ed were furni hed with no charge;

they were permitted to make no defence; for the Governor-General

wi ely con idered that, if he tried them, he might not be able to

nnd a ground for plundering them. It was agreed between him

and the abob Vizier that the noble ladies hould, by a sweeping

act of confi cation, be tripped of their domain and trea ures

for the benefit of the Company, and that the sums thu obtained.

hould be accepted by the government of Bengal in sati faction or

its claims on the government of Qude.

bile Asaph-ul-Dowlah was at Chunar, he was completely

subjugated by the clear and commanding intellect of the Engli h

tate man. But, when they had separated, the Vizier began to

reflect with unea ine s on the engagement into which he had

entered. Hi mother and grandmother prote_ ted and implored.

His heart, deeply corrupted by absolute power and licentious
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pleasures, yet not naturally unfeeling, failed him .in this cnSlS.
Even the English re ident nt Lucknow, though hitherto devoted
to Ha tings, shrank from extreme mea ures. But the Governor
General was inexorable. He wrote to the resident in t~rms of
the greatest severity, and declared that, if the spoliation which
had been agreed upon were not instantly carried into effect, he
would him elf go to Lucknow, and do that from which feebler
minds recoil with di may. The re ident, thus menaced, waited
on hi~ Highne ,and insisted that the treaty of Chunar should be
carried into full and immediate effect. Asaph-ul-Dowlah yielded,
making at the same time a olemn prote tation that he yielded to
compulsion. The lands were resumed; but the treasure was not
so ea ily obtained. It was necessary to u e violence. A body of
the Company's troops marched to Fyzabad, and forced the gates
of the palace. The Princesses were confined to their own apart
ments. But still they refused to submit. ome more stringent
mode of coercion was to be found. A mode was found of which,
even at this di tance of time, we cannot speak without shame and
sorrow.

There were at Fyzabad two ancient men, belonging to that
unhappy class which a practice, of immemorial antiquity in the
Ea t, has excluded from the pleasures of love and from the hope
of posterity. It has alway been held in A iatic courts that beings
thus estranged from sympathy with their kind are those whom
princes may most afely tru t. ujah Dowlah had been of this
opinion. He had given his entire confidence to the two eunuchs;
and after his death they remained at the head of the household of
his widow.

The~e men were, by the orders of the British government,
eized, imprisoned, ironed, starved almost to death, in order to

extort money from the Princes~e. After they had been two
months in confinement, their health gave way. They implored
permi ion to take a little exerci e in the garden of their prison.
The officer who was in charge of them stated that, if they w~re
allowed this indulgence, there was not the smallest chance of their
e caping, and that their irons really added nothing to the security
of the custody in which they were kept. He did not understand
the plan of his superiors. Their object in these inflictions was
not security but torture; and all mitigation was refused. Yet this
was not the worst. It was re olved by an English government'

11:
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that these two infirm old men should be deliverp,d to the tormentor".
For that purpo e they were removed to Lucknow. What horror
their dungeon there witnes ed can only' be guessed. But there
remains on the records of Parliament, this letter, written by a
British re ident to a Briti h soldier.

"Sir, the T abob having determined to inflict corporal punish
ment upon the pri oners under your guard, this i to desire that
hi officers, when they shall come, may have free acce s to the
pri oners, and be permitted to do with them as they shall see
proper."

While the e barbarities were perpetrated at Lucknow, the
Princesses were still under duress at Fyzabad. Food was allowed
to enter their apartments only in such scanty quantities that their
female attenuants were in danO'er of perishing with hunger. Month
after month thi cruelty continued, till at length, after twelve
hundred thou and pounds had been wrung out of the Prince ses,
Hastings began to think that he had really got to the bottom of
their coffer, and that no rigour could extort more. Then at
length the wretched men who ,vere detained at Lucknow regained
their liberty. When their irons w.ere knocked off, and the door
of their pri on opened, their quivering lips, the tears which ran
down their cheeks, and the thank O'iving which they poured forth
to the common Father of Mu sulmans and Christians, melted even
the stout hearts of the Engli. h warriors who tood by.

But we must not forget to do justice to Sir Elijah Impey's con
duct on this occasion. It was not indeed easy for him to intrude
himself into a bu ine" 80 entirely alien from all his official duties.
But there was something inexpre sibly alluring, we must suppose,
in the peculiar rankne of the infamy which was then to be got
at Lucknow. He hurried thither as fast as relays of palanquin
bearers could carry him. A crowd of people came before him with
4I.ffidavits against the Begums, ready drawn in their hands. Those

mda its he did not read. Some of them, indeed, he could not
read; for they were in the dialects of orthern India, and no
interpreter was employed. He admini tered the oath to the
deponents with all po sible expedition, and a ked not a ingle
que tion, not even whether they had peru ed the statements to
which they swore. This work performed, he got again into his
palanquin, and po ted back to Calcutta, to be in time for the

. pening of term. The cause was one which, by his own confe ..ion,



WARREN HASTINGS. 67

lay altog~ther out of his jurisdiction. Under the charter of jus.
tice, he had no more right to inquire into crimes committed by
Asiatic8 in Oude than the Lord President of the Court of Se sion
of Scotland to hold an assize at Exeter. He had no rigbt to try
the Begums, nor did he pretend to try them. With what object,
then, did he undertake so long a journey? Evidently in order
that he might give, in an irregular manner, that sanction which
in a regular manner he could not give, to the crimes of tho e who
had recently hired him; and in orde that a confu 'ed mas of te ti
mony which he did not sift, which he did not even read, might
acquire an authority not properly belonging to it, from the signa·
ture of the highest judicial functionary in India.

The time was approaching, however, when he was to be stripped
of that robe which has never, since the Revolution, been disgraced
so foully as by him. The state of India had for some time occu
pied much of the attention of the British Parliament. Towards
the close of the American war, two committees of the Commons
sat on Eastern affairs. In one Edmund Burke took the lead. The
other was under the presidency of the able and versatile Henry
Dundas, then Lord Advocate of Scotland. Great as are th~

changes which, during the last sixty years, have taken place in
our Asiatic dominions, the reports which those committees laid
on the table of the House will still be found most interesting and
instructive.

There was as yet no connexion between the Company and either
of the great parties in the state. The ministers had no motive to
defend Indian a uses. On the contrary, it was for their interest
to show, if pos ible, that the government and patronage of our
Oriental empire might, with advantage, be tran ferred to them·
. elves. The votes therefore, which, in consequence of the reports
made by the two committees, were pal~sed by the Commons,
breathed the spirit of stern and indignant justice. The severest
epithets were applied to several of the measures of Hastings, espe·
cially to the Rohilla war; and it was resolved, on the motion of
Mr. Dundas, that the Company ought to recall a Governor
General who had brought such calamities on the Indian people,
and such dishonour on the Briti h name. An act was pas ed
for limiting the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court. The bargain
which Ha tings had made with the Chief Justice was condemned
in the strongest terms; and an address was presented to the

xi
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king, praying that Impey might be summoned home to answer for
his misdeed .

Impey was recalled by u letter from the Secretary of State. But
the proprietors of India tock resolutely refused to dismiss Has
tings from their service, and passed a resolution affirming, what
was undeniably true, that tbey were intrusted by law with the
l'igbt of naming and removing their Governor· General, and that
they were not bound to obe] the directions of a single branch or
tLe legi luture with respect to such nomination or removal.

Thu supported by his employer, Ha tings remained at the
head of the government of Bengal till the spring of 17~5. Hi
administration, so eventful and stormy, cIo ed in almost perfect
quiet. In the Council there was no regular opposition to his
measures. Peace was restored to India. The Mahratta war
had ceased. Byder was no more. A treaty had been concluded
with his son, Tippoo; and the Carnatic had been evacuated
by the armies of lysore. ince the termination of the
American war, England had no European enemy or rival in the
Eastern seas.

On a general review of the long administration of Hastings, it;
is impo ible to deny that, again t the great crimes by which it is
blemished, we have to et off great public services. England had
passed through a perilous cri is. She still, indeed, maintained
her place in the foremost rank of European powers; and the
manner in which she had defended her elf against fearful odds
had in pired urrounding nations with a high opinion both of her
spirit and of her strength. evertheles, in every part of the
world, except one, he had been a loser. ot only had she been
compelled to acknowledge the independence of thirteen colonies
peopled by her children, and to conciliate the Irish by giving up
the right of legi lating for them; but, in the Iediterranean, in
the Gulf of Mexico, on the coast of Africa, on the continent of
America, he had been compelled to cede the fruits of her vic
tories in former wars. Spain regained Minorca and Florida;
France regained Senegal, Goree, and several West Indian Islands.
The only quarter of the world in which Britain had lost nothing
was the quarter in which her interests had been committed to the
care 0 Hastings. In spite of the utmo t exertions both of Euro
pean and A iatic enemifl-S, the power of our country in the East
had been greatly augmented. Benares was subjected; the Nabob
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Vilder reduced to va salage. That our influence had been thus
extended, nay, that Fort , illiam and Fort St. George had not
been occupied by hostile armies, was owing, if we may trust the
general voice of the English in India, to the skill and resolution
of Hastings.

Hi internal admini tration, with all its blemishes, gives him a
title to be con idered as one of the mo t remarkable men in our
hi tory. He dis olved the double government. He transferred
the direction of affairs to English hands.. Out of a frightful
anarchy, he educed at least a rude and imperfect order. The
whole organization by which ju tice was di pensed, revenue col
lected, peace maintained throughout a territory not inferior in
population to the dominions of Lewis the Sixteenth or of the
Emperor Joseph, was formed and superintended by him. He
boa ted that every public office, without exception, which existed
when be left Bengal, was his creation. It is quite true that thi
system, after all the improvements suggested by the experience of
sixty years, still need improvement, and that it was at first far
more defective than it now is. But whoever seriously considers
what it is to construct from the beginning the whole of a machine
o vast and complex as a government, will allow that what

Ha tings effected de erves high admiration. To compare the
mo t celebrated European ministers to him seems to us as unjust
as it would be to compare the best baker in London with Robinson
Crusoe, who, before he could bake a single loaf, had to make his
plough and his harrow, his fences and his scareCrOlYS, his sickle and
hi flail, his mill and his oven.

The just fame of Hastings rises still higher, when we reflect
that be was not bred a state man; that he was sent from school to a
counting-house; and that he was employed during the prime of hi
manhood as a commercial agent, far from all intellectual society.

or must we forget that all, or almost all, to whom, when
placed at the head of affairs, he could apply for as istan~e, were
per ons who owed a little as him,elf, or less t n himself, to
education. A mini ter in Europe finds him elf, on the fir t day
on wbich he commence~ hi function, urrounded by experienced
public servant, the depo itaries of official traditions. Ha~ting

had no such help. Hi own reflection, his own energy, were to
~upply the place of all Downing 'treet and SomeI' et House.
Having had no faC'ilities for learning, he was forced to teach. He
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11lld fir t to form him elf, and then to form his instruments; and
this not in n ingle department, but in all the departments of the
admini trution.

It mu t be added that, while engaged in this most arduou ta k,
ll~ wa con tantly trammelled by ord r from home, and frequently

orne down by a majority in council. The pre-ervation of an
Empire from u formidable combination of foreign enemie , the
on truction of a government in all it part, were accompli hed

by him, while e cry hip brought out bales of cen ure from his
employer and hile the record~ of every consultation were filled
with acrimoniou minutes by his colleague . e believe that
there never was a public man who e temp r was so severely tried;
not Iarlborough, when thwarted by the Dutch Deputies; not

ellington, when he had to deal at once with the Portuguese
Regency, the pani h Junta ,and II'. Perci at But the temper
of Ha tinO' wa qual t almo t any trial. It wa not eet; but
it a calm. uick and viO'orou a hi intellect wa.., the patience

ith which he endur d the mo t cruel xation~, till a remedy
could be found, resembled the patience of tupidity. He seems to
have been capable of re entmcnt, bitter and long-enduring; yet
hi re entment 0 seldom hurried 11im into any blunder, that it
may be doubted whether what appeared to be revenge was any
thing but policy.

The effect of this singular equanimity was that he always had
the full command of all the re ourc of one of the mo t fertile
mind. that e\"er xi ted. Accordingly no complication of peril
and embarra ment could perplex him. For every difficulty he
h d a contrivance ready; and, whatever may be thought of the
ju tice and humanity of. ome of hi contrivance, it i certain that
they eldom failed to erve the purpo e for which they were
de~igned.

Together ith this extraordinary tal nt for devi ing expedients,
Hastings po e ed, in a cry high degree, another talent scarcely
le neces ary n man in hi situation; we mean the talent for
conducting political controver~y. It i as nece ary to an Engli h
tate~man in the East that he hould be a.ble to write, as it i to a

mini ter in this country that he hould be a.ble to peak. It i
niefty by the or:1tory of a public man here that the nation judges
f hi PO\\ er. It i from tl e letter~ and report of a public man

in India that tho dLpensers of patronage form their estimate of
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him. In ea h case, the talent which receives peculiar encourage
ment is developed, perhap at the expen.:;e of the other powers.
In this country, we sometimes hear men ..peak above their abilitie .
It i not very unu ual to find gentlemen in the Indian service who
write abo e their abilitie_. The English politician i a little too
much of a debater; the Indian politicia a li~tle too much of an
_ ayi~t.

Of the num row ~ervant of the Company who have distin
gui hed them elve~ a framers of minutes and despatche~,Ha tiogs
tands at the head. He Wa indeed the person who gave to the

official writing of the Indian governments the character which it
still retain. He wa matched again t no common antagoni t.
But even Francis wa forced to acknowledge, with sullen and
re entful candour, that there as no contending again t the pen of
Ha ting. And, in t,,"uth, the Governor-General's power of making
out a case, of perple ing what it wa inconvenient that people
hould under~tand, and of setting in the cleare t point of view

whatever would bear the lio-ht, wa incomparable. Hi tyle mu t
. be prai 'cd with ome re.. ervation. It wa in general forcible,

pure, and poH hed; but it a ometime, though not often, turgid,
..md, on one or two occa ion~, even bombastic. Perhap the fond
ne s of Hustings for Per ian literature may have tended to corrupt
his ta te.

And, since we have refi rred to his literary tastes, it would be
mo t unjust not to prai 'e the judicious encouragement which, as a
ruler, he g ye to liberal tudie and curion researche. His pa
ronage ,'a extended, with prudent genero ity, to voyage, travel,

c. periment~ publication. lIe did little, it is true, towards intro
JucinO' into Inditl the learning of the e t. To make the young

ati of BenO'al familiar with ilton and dam mith, to ub-
:,titute the geoO'raphy, a tronomy, and urgery of Europe for the
dotage of the Brahminical uper tition, or for the imperfect science
of ancient Greece tran.Ju ed through Arabian expo itions, thib
was a chcme re erved to crown the beneficent administration of a
far more virtuou ruler. till it i impo sible to refu-e high com
mendation to a man 'ho taken from a ledger to govern an empire,
overwhelm ,d b public bu~in _:, urrounded by people a bu-ya
him elf, and eparatcd by thou and of leagues from almo t all
literary s ciet ga \"e, both by his example and by hi munificence#

great imp!ll c to le:u-ning. In Per~ian and Arabic literature ha
r 4
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tica! with morality, namely, far-sighted policy. Nevertheless the
common sen e of mankind, which in que tion of this ort eldom
goe far wrong, will alway recognLe a distinction between crimes .
which originate in an inordinate zeal for the commonwealth, and
crimes which originate in selfi h cupidity. To the benefit of this
di tinction Hasting is fairly entitled. There i , we conceive, no
rea on to suspect that the Rohilla war, the revolution of Benares,
or the spoliation of the Prince es of Qude, added a rupee to his
fortune. We will not affirm that, in all pecuniary dealings, he
showed that punctilious integrity, that dread of the faintc 't appear
ance of evil, which is now the glory of the Indian civil ervice.
But when the school in which he had been trained and the temp
tation to which he was expo_ed are con idered, we are more
inclined .to praise him for his general uprightnes with respect to
money, than rigidly to blame him for a few transactions which
would now be called indelicate and irregular, but which even now
would hardly be de ignated as corrupt. A rapacious man he certainly
was not. Had he been so, he would infallibly have returned to his
country the riche_t subject in Europe. We Rpeak within compass,
when we say that, without applying an)~ e traordinary pre sure
!le might easily have obtained from the zemindars of the Company's
provinces and from neighbouring prince, in the course of thirteen,
year , more than three millions terling, and might ha e out hone
the splendour of Carlton Hou e and of the Palais RoyaL He
brought home a fortune such n a Governor-General, fond of state,
and carele of thrift, might ea ily, during 0 long a tenure of office,
ave out of his legal alary. Ir . Ha~tings, we are afraid, was

le scrupulous. It wa generally belie'Ved that she accepted pre
sent with great alacrity, and that she thus formed, without the
connivance of her 11u band, a private hoard amounting to several
lac of rupee . Wc are the Illore inclined to give credit to this
tory, because Ir. Gleig, who cannot but have heard it, does not,

a far as we have ob~erved, notice or contradict it.
The influence of Ir. Hn tings over her 11u band was indeed

such that she might ea ily have obtained much larger sums than
~he wa ever accu ed of receiving. At length her health began to
give way; and the Governor-General, much again t his will, wa
compelled to nd her to EnCTland. He _eem to have loved her
with that love which is peculiar to men of strong minds, to men
whose affecti()n i not easily won or widely diffused. The talk of
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Calcutta ran for some time on the luxurious manner in which ho
fitted up the round-house of an Indiaman for her accommodation, on
the profu ion of sandal-wood and carved .ivory which adorned her
cabin, and on the thou ands of rupees which had been e~pended
in order to procure for her the society of an agreeable female com
panion durin~ the voyage. ,\Ve may remark here that the letters
of Hastings to his wife are exceedingly characteristic. They are
tender, and full of indications of esteem and confidence; but, at
the same time, a little more ceremonious than is usual in so inti
mate a relation. The solemn courte y with which he compliments
"his elegant l\Iarian" reminds us now and then of the dignified air
with which Sir Charles Grandison bowed over Mi5 Byron's hand
in the cedar parlour.

After some months, Hastings prepared to follow his wife to
England. When it was announced that he was about to quit his
office, the feeling of the society which he had so long governed
manifested itself by many signs. Addresses poured in from
Europeans and Asiatics, from civiI functionaries, soldiers, and
traders. On the day on which he delivered up the keys of office,
a crowd of friends and admirers formed a lane to the quay where
he embarked. Several barges escorted him far down the river;
and some attached friends refused to quit him till the low coast of
Bengal was fading from the view, and till the pilot was leaving
the hip.

Of his voyage little is known, except that he amused himself
with books and with hi pen; and that, among the compositions
by which he beguiled the tediousne-s of that long lei ure, was a
pleasing imitation of Horace's Otium Divos rogat. This little
poem was inscribed to Mr. Shore, afterwards Lord Teignmouth, a
man of who. e inteurity, humanity, and honour, it is impossible to
peak too highly, but who, like some other excellent members of

the civil service, extended to the conduct of his friend Hastings
an indulgence of which his own conduct never stood in need.

The yoyage wa , for those times, very speedy. Hastings was
little more than four months on the sea. In June, 1785, he landed
at Plymouth, po ted to London, appeared at Court, paid his
respects in Leadenhall Street, and then retired with his wife to
Cheltenham.

He was greatly plea ed with his reception. The King treated·
him with marked distinction. The Queen, who had already in..
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~urred much censure on account of the favour whic.h, in spite oi
he ordinary severity of her virtue, he had hown to the" elegant

lIarian," was not le grnciou to Ha ting. The Director re
ceiv d him in a solemn itting; and their chairman read to him
a vote of thanks which they had pa sed without one di entient

oice. 'I find myself," said Ha ting , in a letter written about
;t\. quarter of a year after hi arrival in England, "I find my elf
.c,erywhere, and uni,er ally, treated with evidence., apparent ven
to my own ob ervation, that I po e s the good opinion of my
-eountry."

The confident and exultinO' tone of hi corre pondence about
hi time i the more remarkable, becau e he had already received

::tmple notice of the attack which wa in preparation. ithin a
leek after he landed at Plymouth, Burke gave notice in the

Rou e of Commons of a motion eriou Iyaffecting a gentleman
lately returned from India. The se ion, however, was then so far
-advanced, that it wa impo ible to enter on so exten ive and
important a subject.

Rasting, it is clear, was not cn ible of the danger of his
o..ition. Indeed that aO'aeity, that judgment, that readine s in
evi ing cxpedients, which had di tingui-hed him in the Ea 1,
eemed now to have for nken him; not that hi abilities were at all

impaired; not that he was not still the same man who had tri
umphed over Francis and T uncomar, who had made the Chief
:.rustice and the ~abob izier hi tool, who had depo-ed Chcyte
~ing, and repelled Hyder Ali. But an oak, a lUr. Grattan finely

. ~id, hould not be transplanted at fifty. A man who, having left
EnO'land when a boy, returns to it after thirty or forty years pa ed
in India, will find, be hi talent what they may, that he ha much
both to learn and to unlearn before he can take a place among
Engli -h state men. The working of a repre entative rtem, the
Trar of partie , the art of debate, the influence of the pre ,are
startling noveltie to him. urrounded on every ide by new
machine and new tactic~, he i a much bewildered a Hannibal
.ould have been at aterloo, or Themi tocles at Trafalgar. Hi,

"ery acutene deludes him. IIi very vigour cau e him to
tumble. The more correct hi maxim, when applied to the state

of ociety to which he i accu tomed, the more certain they are
lead him a tray. Thi' was trikingly the case with H ting.

In India ne had a bad hand; but he was Ula ter of the game, and
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he won every stake. In England lle held excellent cards, if he
had known how to play them; and it was chiefly by his own errors
that he was brought to the verge of ruin.

Of all his errors the mo t serious was perhaps the choice of a
champion. Clive, in similar circumstances, had made a singularly
happy election. He put himself into the hands of Wedderburn,
afterwards Lord Loughborough, one of the few great advocate
who have al 0 been great in the House of Commons. To the
defence of Clive, therefore, nothing was wanting, neither learning
nor knowledge of the world, neither forensic acutene nor tha~

eloquence which charms political assemblies. Hastings intrusted
his interests to a very different person, a major in the Benga
army, named Scott. This gentleman had been sent over fro
India some time before as the agent of the Governor-Generat
It was rumoured that his services were rewarded with Oriental
munificence; and we believe that he received much more thaD
Ha tings could conveniently spare. The Major obtained a eat
in Parliament, and was there regarded as the organ of his em.
ployer. It was evidently impossible that a gentleman so situated
could speak with the authority which belongs to an independent
position. or had the agent of Hasting the talents neces~ary

for obtaining the ear of an assembly which, accustomed to listen
to great orators, had naturally become fa tidious. He as always
on hi legs; he was very tedious; and he had only one topic, the
merits and wrongs of Hastings. Every body who knows the
House of Commons will ea ily gue s what followed. The Major
was soon considered as the greatest bore of his time. Hi ex
ertions were not confined to Parliament. There was hardly
day on which the newspapers did not contain some puff upon
Basting, signed Asiaticus or Bengalensis, but known to be
written by the indefatigable Scott; and hardly a month in which
some bulky pamphlet on the same subject, and from the same pen,
did not pass to the trunkmakers and the pastrycooks. As to this
<rentleman's capacity for conducting a delicate question through
Parliament, our readers will want no evidence beyond that which
they will find in letters preserved in these volumes. We will give
a single "pecimen of his temper and judgment. He designated the
greatest man then living as "that reptile Mr. Burke."

In spite, however, of this unfortunate choice, the general aspect
of affairs was favourable to Hastings. The King was on his side.
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'1 he Company and its servant were zealous in his cau e. Among
public men he hud many ard nt friends. Such were Lord Man".
1ield, who had outlived the vigour of his body, but not that of hi
mind; and Lord Lan'do ne, who, though unconnected with any
part)' r tained the importance which belong to great talents and
knowl dge. The minLter were generally believed to be favour
able to the late Governor-General. They owed their power to the
clamour which had been raLed ugain t Ir. Fox's East India Bill.
The authors of that bill, when accu ed of invading vested rights,
and of etting up power unknown to the con titution, had defended
them elve by pointing to the crime. of Ha tings, and by argu
ing that abu es so extraordinary j u tified extraordinary measures.
Tho e who, by oppo ing that bill, had raised themselves to the head
of affairs, would naturally be inclined to extenuate the evils which
llad been made the plea for adrnini tering so violent a remedy; and
~uch, in fact, was their general di po ition. The Lord Chancellor"
Thurlow, in particular, iVhose OTeat place and force of intellect
gave him a weight in the government inferior only to that of

11'. Pitt, e pou ed the cause of Ha tings with indecorou violence.
.J' fr. Pitt, though he had censured many part of the Indian sys
tem, had tudiou Iy ab tained from aying a word atTain t the late
chief of the Indian government. To ~lajor Scott, indeed, the
young mi . teI' had in private e tolled Ha ting a a great, a won
derful man, -ho had the highe t claims on the government. There

only one objection to granting all that ..0 eminent a servant of
the public could a_k. The re oIution of cen ure till remained on
the journal of the Hou e of Commons. That re oIution wa , in
deed, unju t; but, till it was re cinded, could the minLter advi e
the King to bestow any mark of apl'robation on the per on cen·
sured? If Mnjor 'cott i to be trusted, fr. Pitt declared that
this wa the only rea on which prevented the advisers of the Crown
from conferring a peerage on the late Governor-General. ~lr. Dun
das was the only important member of the administration who was
deeply committed to a different view of the ubject. He had moved
the resolution which created the difficulty; but even from him
little as to be apprehended. ince he had pre ided over the com
mittee on Ea tern affair, great change had taken place. He as
uITounded by ne allies; he had fixed hi hopes on new objects ;

and hate er may ha.ve been his good quahtie - and be bad
many, - fl ttery it If ne er rec oned rigid consi tency in the
number.
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~"rom the ministry, therefore, Ha tings had every reason to ex

pect support; and the ministry was very powerful. The opposition

was loud and vehement against him. But the opposition, though

formidable from the wealth and influence of some of its members,

and from the admirable talents and eloquence of others, was out

numbered in parliament, and odious throughout the country. or,

as far as we can judge, was the opposition generally desirous to

engage in so serious an undertaking as the impeachment of an

Indian Governor. Such an impeachment must last for years. It

mu t impo e on the chiefs of the party an immen e load of labour.

Yet it could scarcely, in any manner, affect the event of the great

political game. The followers of the coalition were therefore more

inclined to revile Hastings than to prosecute him. They 10 t no

opportunity of coupling hi name with the name of the mo t hate

.fuI tyrants of whom history makes mention. The wits of Brooks's

aimed their keenest sarcasm both at his public and at his domestic

life. Some fine diamonds which he had presented, as it was

rumoured, to the royal family, and a certain richly carved ivory

bed which the Queen had done him the honour to accept from him,

were favourite subject of ridicule. One lively poet propo ed, that

the great acts of the fair Marian's pre ent husband should be im

mortalized by the pencil of his predecessor; and that Imhofl' should

be employed to embellish the House of Commons with painting~of

the bleeding Rohillas, of N uncomar s\ inging, of Cheyte Sing let

ting himself down to the Ganges. Another, in an exqui itely

humorou parody of Virgil's third eclogue, propounded the ques

t!on, what that mineral could be of which tIle rays had power to

make the mo t austere of princes es the friend of a wanton. A

third described, with gay malevolence, the gorgeous appearance of

Mrs. Ha tings at St. J ames' , the galaxy of jewels, torn from In

dian Begums, which adorned her head dre ., her necklace gleaming

with future votes, and the depending que tions that shone upon

her ears. Satirical attacks of this description, and perhaps a motion

for a vote of censure, would have satisfied the great body of the

opposition. But there were two men whose indignation was not

to be 0 appeased, Philip Franci and Edmund Burke.

Francis had recently entered the House of Commons, and had

already established a character there for indu try and ability. He

laboured indeed under one mo t unfortunate defect, want of fluency.

But hfl occasionally expressed himself with a dignity and energy
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worthy of the greatest orators. Before he had been many days in
parliament, he incurred the bitter dislike of Pitt, who constantly
treated him with as much a perity as the laws of debate would
allow. either lap e of years nor change of scene had mitigated
the enmities which Francis had brought back from the East.
_ fter his u ual fa hion, he mistook his malevolence for virtue,
nursed it, a preacher tell us that we ought to nurse our good
di po ition , and paraded it, on all occasions, with Pharisaical
ostentation.

The zeal of Burke was still fiercer; but it was far purer. Men
unable to understand the elevation of his mind have tried to find
out ome di creditable motive for the vehemence and pertinacity
which he showed on this occasion. But they have altogether failed.
The idle story that he had some private slight to revenge has long
been given up, even by the advocates of Ha tings. Mr. Gleig sup
poses that Burke was actuated by party spirit, that he retained a
bitter remembrance of the fall of the coalition, that he attributed
that fall to the exertions of the East India interest, and that he
con idered Hastings a the head and the repre entative of that in
tere t. Thi explanation seems to be sufficiently refuted by a refer
ence to dates. The hostility of Burke to Ha tings commenced long
before the coalition; and lasted long after Burke had become a
trenuous supporter of those by whom the coalition hud been de

feated. It began when Burke and Fox, cIo ely allied together, were
attacking the influence of the crown, and calling for peace with the
_ merican republic. It continued till Burke, alienated from Fox,
and loaded with the favours of the crown, died, preaching a crusade
again t the French republic. We surely cannot attribute to the
event of 1784 an enmity which began in 1781, and which retained
undimini hed force long after per ons far more deeply implicated
than Rasting in the events of 1784 had been cordially forgiven.

nd why hould we look for any other explanation of Burke's con
duct than that which we find on the surface? The plain truth is
that Rasting had committed Rome great crimes, and that the
thought of tho e crime made the blood of Burke boil in his vein.
For Burke was a man in whom compa sion for suffering, and hatred
of inju tice and tyranny, were as strong as in Las Casas or Clark
son. And although in him, as in Las Casas and in Clarkson, these
noble feelings were alloyed with the infirmity which belongs to
human nature.. he is, like them, entitled to this great praise, that
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he devoted years of intense labour to the service of a people with
whom he had neither blood nor language, neither religion nor
manners in common, and from whom no requital, no thanks, no
applau e could be expected.

His knowledge of India was such as few, even of those Europeans
who have passed many years in that country, have attained, and
such as certainly was never attained by any public man who had
not quitted Europe. He had studied the history, the laws, and the
usages of the East with an indu try, such as is seldom found united
to so much genius and so much sen~ibility. Others have perhaps
been equally laborious, and have collected an equal mass of mate
rial. But the manner in which Burke brought his higher powers
of intellect to work on statements of fact ,and on tables of figure. ,
wa peculiar to himself. In every part of those huge bales of In
dian information which repelled almost all other readers, his mind,
at once philosophical and poetical, found something to instruct or to
delight. His rea~on analysed and dige ted those vast and hape
less masses; his imagination animated and coloured them. Out of
darkness, and dulness, and confusion, he formed a multitude of in
genious theories and vivid.pictures. He had, in the highe t degree,
that noble faculty whereby man is able to live in the past and in
the future, in the distant and in the unreal. India and its inhabit
ants were not to him, as to most Englishmen, mere names and
abstractions, but a real country and a real people. The burning
sun, the strange vegetation of the palm and the cocoa tree, the rice
field, the tank, the huge trees, older than the l\Iogul empire, under
which the village crowds a semble, the thatched roof of the pea·
sant's hut, the rich tracery of the mosqae where the imaum prays
with his face to Mecca, the drums, and banners, and gaudy idols,
the devotee swinging in the air, the graceful maiden, with the
pi.tcher on her head, de cending the step to the river-side, the
black faces, the long beards, the yellow streak of sect, the turbans
and the flowing robes, the spears and the silver maces, the ele
phants with their canopies of state, the gorgeous palanquin of the
prince, and the close litter of the noble lady, all these things were
to him as the objects amidst which his own life had been passed,
as the objects which lay on the road between Beacon field and t.
Jame' treet. All India was pre ent to the eye of hi mind, from
the halls where suitors laid gold and perfumes at the feet of Eove
reigns to the wild moor where the gipsy camp was pitched, frolP

F
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the bazar, humming like a bee-hive with the crowd of buyers and

seller~, to the jungle where the lonely courier shakes his bunch of

iron rings to scare away the hyrenas. He had ju t as lively an

idea of thc in urrection at Benares as of Lord George Gordon's

riot , and of the execution of uncomar as of the e ecution of

Dr. Dodd. Oppre ion in Bengal was to him the same tIring as

<>ppre ion in the traets of London.
He saw that Ha ting had been guilty of some most unjustifiable

act. All tbat followed was natural and nece sary in a mind like

Burke's. His imagination and his pas ions, once excited, hurried

him beyond the bounds of justice and good sense. His reason,

powerful as it wa , became the lave of feelings which it should

have controlled. His indignation, virtuous in its origin, acquired

too much of the character of personal aver ion. He could see no

mitigating circum tance, no redeeming merit. His temper, which,

though generous and affectionate, had always been irritable, had

now been made almo t avage by bodily infirmities and mental

vexations. Con cious of great powers and great virtue , he found

him elf, in age and poverty, a mark for the hatred of a pcrfidiou

court and a deluded people. In Parliament his eloquence as out

of date. young generation, which knew him not, had filled the

Hou e. Whenever he ro e to speak, his voice was drowned by the

un eemly interruption of lads who were in their cradles when his

orations on the tamp A.ct called forth the applau e of the great

Earl of Chatham. The e tHings had produced on his proud and

sen itive pirit an effect at which we cannot wonder. He could

no longer di cu s any question with calmne~ , or make allowance

for hone t difference of opinion. Those who think that he was

more violent and acrimonious in debate about India than on other

occasions are ill informed re pecting the la t years of hi life. In

the di cu ion on the Commercial Treaty with the Court of Ver-

aille, on the Regency, on the French Revolution, he showed

even more virulence than in conducting the impeachment. Indeed

it may be remarked that the very persons who called him ami 

chievou maniac, for condemning in burning words the obilla war

and the poliation of the Begum , exalted him into a prophet a

soon a he began to declaim, with greater vehemence, and not ith

greater rea on, against the taking of the Bastile and the in ults

offered to arie Antoinette. To u he appe rs to have been

.neither a maniac in the former case, nor a prophet in the latter,
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but in both cases a great and good man, led into extravagance by
a sensibility hich domineered over all his faculties.

It may be doubted whether the personal antipathy of Francis,
or the nobler indignation of Burke, would have led their party to
adopt extreme mea ures against Ha tings, if his own conduct had
been judicious. He hould have felt that, great as his public
services had beeR, he was not faultless, and should have been
content to make his escape, without aspiring to the honours of
a triumph. He and his agent took a different view. They were
impatient for the rewards which, as they conceived, were deferred
only till Burke's attack hould be over. They accordingly resolved
to force on a decisive action with an enemy for whom, if they ha~

been wise, they would have made a bridge of gold. On the first
day of the ses ·on of 1786, ajor Scott reminded Burke of the
notice given in the preceding year, and asked whether it was
seriously intended to bring any charge against the late Governor
General. This challenge left no cour e open to the Oppo ition,
except to come forward as aecu ers, or to acknowledge themselves
calumniators. he administration of Hastings had not been so
blameless, nor 'Was the great party of Fox and orth so feeble,
that it could be prudent to venture on 80 bold a defiance. The
leaders of the Oppo ition instantly returned the only answer
which they could with honour returD'; and the whole party as
irrevocably pledged to a prosecution.

Borke began his operations by applying for Papers. Some of
the documents for which he asked were refused by the ministers,

ho, in the debate, held language such as strongly confirmed the
prevailing opinion, that they intended to support Hastings. In
April, the charges were laid on the table. They had been drawn
by Burke with great ability, though in a form too much re embling
that of a pamphlet. Hastings a furnished with copy of the
accusation; and it was intimated to him that he might, if he
thought fit, be heard in his own defence at the bar of the Commons.

Here again Ha tings was pursued by the same fatality which
had attended him ever since the day when he set foot on English
ground. It seemed to be decreed that this man, so politic and 80

successful in the Ea 1, should commit nothinp; but blunders in
Europe. Any judicious adviser ould have told him that the best
thing which he could do would be to make an eloquent, forcible,
an affecting oration at the bar of the Hoose; but that, if be

F 2
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could not trust him elf to peak, and found it nece sary to read,
he ought to be a conci e a po ible. Audience accustomed to
extemporaneous debating of the highe t excellence are always
impatient of lono- written compo itions. Ha ting , however, sat
down a he would have done at the Government-house in Bengal,
:md prepared a paper of immen e length. That paper, if record
on the on ultation of an Indian admini tration, ould have been
ju tly prai ed as a very able minute. But it a now out of
place. It fell flat, a the be t written defence must have fallen
flat, on an a embly nccu tomed to the animated and strenuous
conflict of Pitt and Fox. The member, a oon a their curi
o ity b ut the face and demeanour of 0 eminent a tranger wa
ati fLd, walked away to dinner, and left H ting to tell his
tory till midnight to the clerk and the erjeant-at-arms.

All preliminary step having been duly taken, Burke, in the
beainning of June, brought forward the charge relating to the
Rohi11 war. He act d diucreetly in placing thi accu ation in the
van; for Dunda had formerly moved, and the Hou e had adopted,
a re~ol11tion condemning, in the mo t severe terms, the policy fol
lowed by Hasting~ with regard to Rohilcund. Dundas had little,.
or r: ther nothing, to ay in defence of hi own con i tency; but
he put a bold face on the matter, and oppo ed the motion. Among
other thing, he declared that, though he till thought tHe Rohilla
war unj u tifiable, he con idered the service which Hastings had
8ub equently rendered to the state a ufficient to atone even for so
great an if nce. Pitt did not peak, but voted with Dundas;
and Ha tings a ab 01 ed by a hundred and nineteen votes against
L ty- e,-en.

Ha ting w now confident of victory. It seemed, indeed, that
he had rea on to be The Rohilla war wa , of all his measures,
that which hi accu er might with greate t advantage assail. It
had b 'en condemn d by the Court of Directors. It had been con
demned by the lIou e of Common. It had been condemned by

Ir. Dum' , who had ince become the chief mini t.er of the
Crown for Indian affair . Yet Burke, having chosen this strong
"round, had been completely defeated on it. That, having failed
here he "hould ucceed on any point, was gtnerally thought im
po- ible. It was rumouroo at the duh and coffee-house that one
or perhap two more ChflL'g u ould be iJrouo-ht for ani, that if,
un tho charge , the ense of the Hou e of ommon hould be
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sgainst impeachment, the Oppo ition would let the matter urop,
that Ha ting would be immediately rai ed to the peerage, deco
rated with the star of the Bath, sworn of the privy council, and
mvited to lend the a i tance of his talents and experience to the
India board. Lord Thurlow, indeed, some month before, had
spoken wIth contempt of the cruple which prevented Pitt from
calling Ha ting to the Hou e of Lord ; and had even aid that,
if the Chancellor of the Exchequer wa afraid of the Common,
there was nothing to prevent the Keeper of the Great eal from
taking the royal plea ure about a patent of peeraae. The very
title wa cho en. Rasting wa to be Lord Dayle ford. For
through all changes of scene and chanlTe of fortune, remained
unchanged his attachment to the spot which had witnessed the
.greatne s and the fall of hi family, and which had borne so great
a part in the first dreams of his young ambition.

But in a very few days these fair pro pects were overcast. On
the thirteenth of June, Mr. Fox brourrht forward, with great abi
lity and eloquence, the charge re pecting the treatment of Cheyte

ing. Francis followed on the ame ideo The friend of Has
tings were in high pirit when Pitt 1'0 e. ith hi u ual abun
dance and felicity of langnage, the Mini ter gave hi opinion on
the case. He maintained that the Go ernor-General was justified
in calling on the Rajah of Benare for pecuniary a istance, and
in impo ing a fine when that a i tance was contumaciou ly with
held. He also thought that the conduct of the Governor-General
.during the insurrection had been di tinguished by ability and pre-
ence of mind. He cen ured, with great bitterne 5, the conduct

of Franci~, both in India and in Parliament, a mo t di honest
.and malignant. The nece a1'Y inference from Pitt' argument
_eemed to be that Hastinrrs ought to be honourably acquitted; and
both the friend~ and the opponent of the Iini ter expected from
him a declaration to that effect. To the a toni lIment of all par
ties, he concluded by aying that, though he thought it right in
Basting to fine Cheyte ing for contumacy yet the amount of
the fine was too gr at for the occa ion. On thi around, and on
this ground alo!\e, did fr. Pitt, applauding every other part of
the conduct of Has~~nrr with rerrard to Benares, declare that he
f;hould vote in favour of _r. Fox's motion.

The House was thunuert:uck; and it well might be o. For
the wrong done to Cheyte ing, even had it been as llagitious as

:3

~
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Fox and Francis contended, was a trifle when compared with the
horror which had been inflicted on Rohilcund. But if . Pitt's
vim of the case of Cheyte Sing were correct, there was no ground
for an impeachment, or even for a vote of censure. If the offence
of Ha tings was really no more than thi~, that, having a right to
impo e a mulct, the amount of which mulet was not defined, but
wa left to be settled by his di cretion, he had, not for his own
ad antage, but_for that of the state, demanded too much, was this
an offence which required a criminal proceeding of the highest
solemnity, a criminal proceeding, to which, during sixty years,
no public functionary had been subjected? We can see, we think,
in what way a man of sense and integrity might have been induced
to take any course respecting Hastings, except the course which
~Ir. Pitt took. Such a man might have thought a great example
neces ary, for the preventing of injustice, and for the vindicating
of the national honour, and might, on that ground, have voted for
impeachment both on the Rohilla charge, and on the Benares
charge. Such a man might have thought that the offences of
Ha ting had been atoned for by great service , and might, on that
ground, have voted against the impeachment, on both charges.

ith great diffidence, we give it as our opinion that the most
correct course would, on the whole, have been to impeach on the
Rohilla charge, and to acquit on the Benares charge. Had the
Benares charge appeared to us in the same light in hich it ap
peared to Mr. Pitt, we should, without hesitation, have voted for
acquittal on that charge. The one course which it is inconceivable
that any man of a tenth part of :Mr. Pitt's abilities can have
hone Hy taken was the course which he took. He acquitted Has
tings on the Rohilla charge. He softened down the Benares
charge till it became no charge at all; and then he pronounced
that it contained matter for impeachment.

or must it be forgotten that the principal reason assigned by
the ministry for not impeaching Hastings on account of the Rohilla
war was this, that the delinquencie of the early part of his ad
mini tration had been atoned for by the excellence of the later
part. Was it not mo t extraordinary that men who had held this
language could afterward vote that the later part of his admini
stration furnished matter for no le than twenty articles of im
peachment? They fir t repre ented the conduct of Hastings in
li 0 and 1781 as so highly meritorious that, like orks of super·
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cTogation in the Catholic theology, it ought to be efficacious for the

cancelling of former offences; and they then prosecuted him for

hi conduct in 1780 and 1781.
The general astonishment was the greater, because, only twenty

four hours before, the members on whom the mini ter could depend

had received the u ual notes from the Treasury, begging them to

be in their places and to vote against Mr. Fox's motion. It was

asserted by fr. Hastings, that, early on the morning of the very

day on which the debate took place, Dundas called on Pitt, woke

him, and was closeted with him many hours. The result of this

conference was a determination to give up the late Governor-Ge

neral to the vengeance of the Opposition. It was impossible even

for the mo t powerful minister to carry all his followers with him

in so trange a course. Several per ons high in office, the A.ttor

ney-General, Mr. Grenville, and Lord Mulgrave, divided against

:Mr. Pitt. But the devoted adherents who stood by the head of

the government without asking questions, were sufficiently nume

rous to turn the scale. A. hundred and nineteen members voted

for fr. Fox's motion; seventy-nine against it. Dundas silently

followed Pitt.
That good and great man, the late William Wilberforce, often

related the events of this remarkable night. He described the

amazement of the House, and the bitter reflections which were

muttered against the Prime Minister by some of the habitual sup

porters of government. Pitt himself appeared to feel that his

conduct required some explanation. He left the treasury bench,

sat for so~e time next to Mr. Wilberforce, and very earnestly de

clared that he had found it impossible, as a man of conscience, to

stand any longer by Hastings. The business, he said, was too bad.

Mr. , ilberforce, we are bound to add, fully believed that his

friend was sincere; and that the suspicions to which this myste

riou affair gave rise were altogether unfounded.

Those suspicions, indeed, were such as it is painful to mention.

The friends of Ha tings, most of whom, it i to be ob erved,

generally supported the admini tration, affirmed that the motive

of Pitt and Dundas was jealousy. Ha ting was personally a

favourite with the King. He was the idol of the East India Com

pany and of it servant. If he were absolved by the Commons,

seated among the Lord, admitted to the Board of Control, closely

allied with the strong-minded and imperiou Thurlow, was it not
F 4
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almost certain that he would soon draw to him elf the entire mau
nge~ent of Ea. tern affairs? as it not possible that he might
become a formidable rival in the cabinet? It had probably got
abroad that very ingular communications had taken place between
Tburlow and J\Iajor cott, and that, if the First Lord of the
Treasury was afraid to recommend Hastings for a peerage, the
Chancellor was ready to take the responsibility of that step on
himself. Of all ministers, Pitt wa the lea t likely to submit with
patience to such an encroachment on his functions. If the Com
mons impeached Ha~tings, all danger wa at::m end. The pro
ceeding, however it might terminate, would probably la t some
year. In the meantime, the accused person would be excluded
from honours and public employment, and could scarcely venture
even to pay his duty at court. uch were the motives attributed
by a great part of the public to the young minister, whose ruling
pa ion wa generally believed to be avarice of power.

The prorogation soon interrupted the discus ions respecting
Ha ting~. In the following year, tho e discus ions were resumed.
The charge touching the spoliation of the Begums was brought
forward by heridan, in a peech which was so imperfectly reported
that it may be said to be wholly 10 t, but which was, without
doubt, the most elaborately brilliant of all the productions of his
ingenious mind. The impre sion which it produced was such as
has never been equalled. He sat down, not merely amid t cheer
ing, but amidst the loud clapping of hands, in which the Lords
below the bar and the trangers in the gallery join~d. The ex
citement of the House was such that no other speaker could obtain
a hearing; and the debate was adjourned. The ferment spread
fa t through the town. Within four and twenty hour, heridan
w' offered a thou and pound for the copyright of the speech, if
he would him elf correct it for the pres. The impression made
by this remarkable display of eloquence on severe and experienced
cr~tics,who e di cernment may be suppo ed to have been quickened
by emulation, was deep and permanent. Mr. Windham, twenty
"ear later, aid that the ~ peech deserved all it fame, and was, in
pite of ome faults of taste, uch a were eldom wanting either

in the literary or in the parliamentary performance of heridan,
the fine t that had beeL delivered within the memory of man. Mr.
Fox, about the ame time, being a..ked by the late Lord Holland
what was the best speech ever made in the House of Commons,
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assigned the first place, without hesitation, to the great oration of
Sheridan on the Oude charge.

When the debate wa resumed, the tide ran so strongly against
the accused that his friends were coughed and scraped down.
Pitt declared himself for heridan' motion; and the question was
carried by a hundred and eventy-five votes against sixty-eight.

The Oppo ition, flu hed with victory and strongly supported by
the public sympathy, proceeded to bring forward a succession of
charge relating chiefly to pecuniary tran actions. The friends of
Hastings were di couraged, and having now no hope of being able
to avert an impeachment, were not very strenuous in their ex
ertions. At length the House, having agreed to twenty articles of
charge, directed Burke to go before the Lords, and to impeach the
late Governor-Genftral of High Crimes and lisdemeanours. Has~

tings was at the same time arrested by the Serjeant-at-arms, and
carried to the bar of the Peers.

The session was now within ten days of its close. It was, there
fore, impos ible that any progress could be made in the trial till
the next year. Hastings was admitted to bail; and further pro
ceedings were postponed till the Houses should re-assemble.

When Parliament met in the following winter: the Commons
proceeded to elect a committee for managing the impeachment.
Burke stood at the head; and with him were associated most of
the leading members of the Opposition. But when the name of
Francis was read a fierce contention arose. It was said that
Francis and Hastings were notoriously on bad terms, that they
had been at feud during many years, that on one occa ion their
mutual aversion had impelled them to seek each other's lives, and
that it WQuld be improper and indelicate to select a private enemy
to be a public accuser. It wa urged on the other side with eat
force, particularly by Mr. Windham, that impartiality, though the
first duty of a judge, had never been reckoned among the qualities
of an adYocate; that in the ordinary administration of criminal
j llstice among the English, the aggrieved party, the very la t per
son who ought to be admitted into the jury-box, is the prosecutor;
that what was wanted in a manager wa ,not that he should be free
from bias, but that he should be able, well informed, energetic, and
active. The ability and information ofFrancis were admitted; and
the very animosity with which he was reproached, whether a
virtue or a vice, was at least a pledge for his energy and activity.
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It seems difficult to refute the e arguments. But the inveterate
hatred borne by Francis to Ha tings had excited general di gust.
Tha House decided that Francis should not be a manager. Pitt
voted with the majority, Dundas with the minority.

In the mean time, the preparations for the trial had proceeded
rapidly; and on the 13th of February, 1788, the sittings of the
Court commenced. There have been spectacles more dazzling to
the eye, more gorgeous with jewellery and cloth of gold, more at
tractive to grown-up children, than that which was then exhibited
at We tminster; but, perhap , there never was a spectacle so well
calculated to trike a highly cultivated, a reflecting, an imagina
ti e mind. All the various kind of interest which belong to
the near and to the distant, to the present and to the past,
were collected on one spot, and in one hour. All the talent and
all the accomplishments which are developed Hy liberty and civil
isation were now di played, with every advantage that could be
derived both from co-operation and from contrast. Every step in
the proceedings carried the mind either backward, through many
troubled centurie , to the days when the foundations of our consti
tution were laid; or far away, over boundless seas and deserts, to
dusky nations living under strange stars, worshipping strange gods,
and writing strange characters from right to left. The High Court
of Parliament was to sit, according to forms handed down from
the days of the Plantagenet , on an Engli hman accu ed of exer
cising tyranny over the lord of the holy city of Benares, and over
the ladies of the princely hou e of Oude.

The place was worthy of such a trial. It was the great hall of
William Rufus, the hall which had resounded with acclamations
at the inauguration of thirty king , the hall which had witnessed
the· t sentence of Bacon and the ju t absolution of Somers, the
hall where tbe eloquence of Strafford had for a moment awed and
melted a victorious party inflamed with just resentment, the hall
where Charle had confronted the High Court of Justice with the
placid courage which has half redeemed his fame. Neither mili
tary nor civil pomp was wanting. The avenues were lined with
grenadier. The street were kept clear by cavalry. The peers,
robed in gold and ermine, were mar halled by the heralds under
Garter King-at-arms. The judges in their vestments of state at
tended to give advice on point of law. ear a hundred and
seventy lord." three fourths of the Upper House as the Upper
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House then was, walked in solemn order from their usual place or
assembling to the tribunal. The junior Baron present led the
way, George Eliott, Lord Heathfield, recently ennobled for his
memorable defence of Gibraltar against the fleets and armies of
France and Spain. The long proce sion was closed by the Duke
of Norfolk, Earl :M~arshal of the realm, by the great dignitaries,
and by the brothers and sons of the King. Last of all came the
Prince of Wale , conspicuous by his fine person and noble bear
ing. The grey old walls were hung with scarlet. The long
galleries were crowded by an audience such as has rarely excited
the fears or the emulation of an orator. There were gathered
together, from all parts of a great, free, enlightened, and pro
sperous empire, grace and female loveline s, wit and learning, the
l'epresentatives of every cience and of every art. There were
seated round the Queen the fair-haired young daughters of the
house of Brunswick. There the Ambassadors of great Kings and
Commonwealths gazed with admiration on a spectacle which no
Qther country in the world could present. There Siddons, in the
prime of her majestic beauty, looked with emotion on a scene sur
passing all the imitations of the stage. There the historian of the
Roman Empire thought of"the days when Cicero pleaded the cause
of Sicily against Verres, and when, before a senate which still re
tained some show of freedom, Tacitus thundered against the op
pres or of Africa. There were seen, side by side, the greatest
painter and the greatest scholar of the age. The spectacle had
allured Reynolds from that easel which has preserved to us the
thoughtful foreheads of so many writers and statesmen, and the
sweet smiles of so many noble matrons. It had induced Parr to
suspend his labours in that dark and profound mine from which
he had extracted a vast treasure of erudition, a treasure too often
buried in the earth, too often paraded with injudicious and in
elegant ostentntion, but still precious, massive, and splendid.
There appeared the voluptuous charms of her to whom the heir of
the throne had in ecret plighted his faith. There too was she,
the beautiful mother of a beautiful race, the aint Cecilia whose
delicate features, lighted up by love and mu ic, art has re~cued

from the common decay. There were the members of that bril
liant society which quoted, criticized, and exchanged repartee~,

under the rich peacock-hanging of Mrs. Montague. And there
the ladies whose lips, more persuasive than those of Fox him el~
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had carried the Westmin ter election against palace and treasury,
shone round Georgiana Duche of Devon hire.

The erjeants made proclamation. Ha tings advanced to the
ar, and bent his knee. The culprit was indeed not unworthy of

that great presence. He had ruled an exten ive and populous
country, had made laws and treatie ,had ent forth armies, had
set up and pulled down princes. And in hi high place he had so
borne himself, that all had feared him, that most had loved him,
and that hatred itself could deny him no title to glory, except
virtue. He looked like a great man, and not like a bad man. A
per~on small and emaciated. yet deriving dignity from a carriage
which, while it indicated deference to the court, indicated also
habitual self-pos e ion and self-re pect, a high and intellectual
forehead, a brow pen ive, but not gloomy, a mouth of inflexible
deci ion, a face pale and worn, but serene, on which wa written,
a legibly a under the pirture in the council-chamber at Calcutta,
jJfens aqua in arduis; uch was the aspect with which the great
Proconsul pre ented himself to his jud<Te •

His counsel accompanied him, men all of whom were afterwards
rai ed by their talent and learning to the highe t po t in their
profes ion, the bold and strong-minded Law, afterward Chief
J u tice of the King's Bench; the more humane and eloquent
Dallas, afterwards Chief J u tice of the Common Plea ; and Plomer
who, near twenty year later, ucce fully conducted in the same
high court the defence of Lord lelville, and sub equently became
Vice-chancellor and la ter of the Roll .

But neither the culprit nor his advocates attracted 0 much
notice a the accusers. In the midst of the blaze of red drapery,
a space had been fitted up with O'rcen benches and tables for the
Common. The manager, with Burke at their head, appeared in
full drc . The collector of go ip did not fail to remark that
even Fox, generally so regardle s of his appearance, had paid to
the illu triou tribunal the compliment of wearing a bag and sword.
Pitt had refu ed to be one of the conductor of the impeachment;
and hi commanding, copiou ,and onorou eloquence wa wanting
to that <Treat mu ter of variou talents. Age and blindness had
unfitted Lord orth for the duties of a public pro ecutor; and his
friend were left without the help of hi excellent sen e, hi tact,
and hi urbanity. But, in spite of the ab ence of these two di 
tingui:shcd members of the Lower Hou e, the box in which the
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managers stood contained an array of peakers such as perhaps had
not appeared together ince the great age of Athenian eloquence.
There were Fox and Sheridan, the English Demosthenes and the
English Hypcrides. There was Burke, ignorant, indeed, or neg
ligeI!t of the art of adapting his rea onings and his style to the ca
pacity and taste of his hearers, but in amplitude of comprehension
and richne s of imagination superior to every orator, ancient or
modern. There, with eyes reverentially fixed on Burke, appeared
the finest gentleman of the age, his form developed by every manly
exercise, his face beaming with intelligence and spirit, the inge
nious, the chivalrous, the high-souled Windham. or, though
surrounded by such men, did the youngest manager pass unno
ticed. At an age when mo t of those who distinguish themselves
in life are still contending for prizes and fellowships at college, he
had won for himself a conspicuous place in parliament. No ad
vantage of fortune or connexion was wanting that could set off to
the height his splendid talent and his unblemished honour. At
twenty-three he had been thought worthy to he ranked with the
veteran tate men who appeared as the delegates of the British
Commons, at the bar of the Briti. h nobility. All who stood at that
bar, save him alone, are gon , culprit, advocates, accusers. To the
generation which is now in the vigour of life, he is the sole repre
sentative of a great age which 'ha pa ed away. But those who,
within the last ten years, have listened with delight, till the morn
ing sun shone on the tape tries of the Hou e of Lords, to the lofty
and animated eloquence of Charles Earl Grey, are able to form
some estimate of the powers of a race of men among whom he was
not the foremo t.

The charges and the answers of Hastings were fir t read. The
ceremony occupied two whole days, and was rendered less tedious
than it would otherwi e have been by the silver voice and just
emphasis of Cowper, the clerk of the court, a near relation of the
amiable poet. On the third day Burke rose. Four sittings were
occupied by his opening speech, which was intended to be a general
introduction to all the charges. With an exuberance of thought
and a spiendour of diction which more than satisfied the highly
raised expectation of the audience, he described the character and
institutions of the natives of India, recounted the circumstances
in which the Asiatic empire of Britain had originated, and set forth
the constitution of the Company and of the English Presidencies.
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Having thu attempted to communicate to his hearers an idea of
E tern society, 3S ivid a that which existed in hi own mind)
he proceeded to arraign the ndmini tration of Ha tings as system
atically conducted in defiance of morality and public law. The
energy and pathos of the great orator extorted expre sio s of
unwonted admiration from the tern and ho tile Chancellor, and,
for a moment, seemed to pierce even the resolute heart of the de
fendant. The ladie in the gallerie, unaccustomed to such dis
play of eloquence, excited by the solemnity of the occasion, and
perhaps not unwilling to di play their taste and sen ibility, were
in a state of uncontrollable emotion. Handkerchiefs were pulled
out; smelling~bottle were handed round; hy terical sob and
scream were heard: and . heridan was carried out in a fit.
At length the orator concluded. Rai ing his voice till the old
arches of Irish oak. re ounded, "Therefore," aid he, "hath it with
all confidence been ordered by the Common of Great Britain, that
I impeach arren Ha ting of high crimes and mi demeanours.
i impeach him in the name of the Common ' House of Parliament,
who e trust he ha betrayed. I impeach him in the name of the
Engli h nation, who e ancient honour he has sullied. I impeach
him in the name of the people of Indi ,whose rights he has trodden
under foot, Bnd who e country he ~as turned into a desert. Lastly,
in the name of hum n nature it elf, in the name of both exes, in
the name of every age, in the name of every rank, r impeach the
common enemy and oppre or of all ! "

When the deep murmur of various emotions had Bub ided,
Mr. Fox ro e to addre s the Lords respecting the cour e of pro
ceeding to be followed. The wi h of the accu ers wa that the
Court ould bring to a close the investigation of the first charge
before the econd was opened. The wi h of Hastings and of his
coun el wa that the manager should open all the charge, and
produce all the evidence for the pro ecution, before the defence
began. The Lords retireB to their own Hou e to consider the
question. The Chancellor took the side of Ha ting. Lord
Loughborough, who wa n6W in oppo ition, upported the demand
of the managers. The divi ion howed which way the inclination
of the tribunal leaned. A majority of near three to one deciaed in
favour of the course for 'ch Hastings contended.

hen the Court at again, h. Fox, as i tea by Mr. Grey
opened the ch rge respect' g Cheyte ing, and several days were
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spent in reading papers and hearing witnesses. The next article

was that relating to the Princesses of Oude. The conduct of this

part of the case was entrusted to Sheridan. The curiosity of the

public to hear him was unbounded. His sparkling and highly

finished declamation lasted two days; but the Hall was crowded tc

suffocation during the whole time. It was said that, fifty guineas

had been paid for a single ticket. Sheridan, when he concluded,

contrived, with a knowledge of stage effect which his father might

have envied, to sink back, as if exhausted, into the arms of Burke,

who hugged him with the energy of generous admiration.

June was now far advanced. The session could not last much

longer; and the progress which had been made in the impeach

ment was not very satisfactory. There were twenty charges. On

two only of these had even the case for the prosecution been

heard; and it was now a year since Hastings had been admitted to

bail.
The interest taken by the public in the trial was great when the

Court began to sit, and rose to the height when heridan spoke on

the charge relating to the Begums. From that time the excitement

went down fast. The spectacle had lost the attraction of novelty.

The great displays of rhetoric were over. 'Vhat was behind was

not of a nature to entice men of letters from their books in the

morning, or to tempt ladies who had left the masquerade at two to be

out of bed before eight. There remained examinations and cross

examinations. There remained' tatements of accounts. There

remained the reading of papers, filled with words unintelligible to

Engli h ears, with lac and crore , zemindars and aumil , sunnuds

and perwannahs, jaghire and nuzzurs. There remained bicker

ings, not always carried on with the best taste or with the best

temper, between the managers of the impeachment and the coun cl

for the defence, particularly between Mr. Burke and fr. Law.

There remained the endless marche and countermarches of the

Peers between their House and the Hall: for a often as a point of

law was to be discussed, their Lord hips retired to discuss it apart;

and the consequence as, as a Peer wittily said, that the judges

walked and the trial stood still.
It i to be added that, in the spring of 1788, when the trial com

menced, no important que tion, either of domestic or foreign

policy, occupied the public mind. The proceeding in Westminster

Hall, therefore, naturally attracted most of the attention of Par-
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liament and of the country. It the one great event of that
season. But in the following year the King's illness, the debates
on the Regency, the expectation of a change of ministry, com
pletely diverted public attention from Indian affairs; and within a
fortnight after George the Third had returned thanks in St. Paul's
for his recovery, the State -General of France met at Versailles.
In the mid t of the agitation produced by these events, the im
peachment was for a time almost forgotten.

The trial in the Hall went on languidly. In the session of
178 , when the proceedings had the intere t of novelty, and when
the Peers had little other business before them, only thirty-five
clays were given to the impeachment. In 1789, the Regency Bill
occupied the Upper Hou e till the session was far advanced.
'Vhen the King recovered the circuits were beginning. The
judges left town; the Lords waited for the return of the oracles of
juri prudence; and the consequence was that during the whole
year only seventeen days were given to the case of Hastings. It
was clear that the matter would be protracted to a length unpre
cedented in the annals of criminal law.

In truth, it is impos ible to deny that impeachment, though it is
a fine ceremony, and though it may have been useful in the seven
teenth century, is not a proceeding from which much good can now
be expected. hatever confidence may be placed in the decision
of the Peers on an appeal arising out of ordinary litigation, it is
certain that no man has the least confidence in their impartiality,
when a great public functionary, charged with a great state crime,
is brought to their bar. They are all politician. There is hardly
one among them whose vote on an impeachment may not be con
fidently predicted before a witness has been examined; and, even
if it were possible to rely on their justice, they would still be quite
unfit to try such a cause as that of Hastings. They sit only
during half the year. They have to transact much legislative and
much judicial busine . The law-lord, whose advice is required
to guide the uniearned majority, are employed daily in administer
ing juStice el ew.here. It is impos ible, therefore, that during
a busy session, the Upper House should give more than a few
days to an impeachment. To expect that their Lordships ould
give up partridge-shooting, in order to bring the greatest delin
quent to speedy justice, or to relieve accused innocence by speedy
acquittal, ouId be unreasonable indeed. A well constituted
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tribunal, sitting regularly six days in the week, and nine hours
in the day, would have brought the trial of Hastingo to a close in
le s than three months. The Lords had not finished their work in
seven year.

The result ceased to be matter of doubt, from the time when the
IJords resolved that they would be guided by the rules of evidenca
which are received in the inferior courts of the realm. Those
rule,. it is well known, exclude much information which would be
quite sufficient to determine the conduct of any rea onable man, in
the most important tran actions of private life. These rule , at
every assizes, ave scores of culprits whom judges, jury, and
spectator, firmly believe to be guilty. But when those rules were

·rigidly applied to offences committed many years before, at the
di tance of many thousands of miles, conviction was, of course, out
of the que tion. We do not blame the accused and his coun el
for availing themselves of every legal ad antage in order to obtain
an acquittal. But it is clear that an acquittal so obtained cannot
be pleaded in bar of the judgment of history.

evernl attempts were made by the friends of Hastings to put a
stop to the trial. In 17 9 they propo ed a vote of censure upon
Burke, for. ome violent language which he had used respe\?ting
the death of uncomar and the connexion between Hastings and
lmpey. Burke was then unpopular in the last degree both with
the House and with the country. The asperity and indecency of
ome expres ions which he had used during the debates on the

Regency had annoyed even his warme~t friends. The vote of
cen ure wa carried; and those who had moved it hoped th1Lt the
managers would re ign in disgust. Burke wa deeply hurt. But
his zeal for ,!hat he con idered as the cause of ju tice and mercy
triumphed over his personal feeling. He received the censure of
the 1I0u e with dignity and meekness, and declared that no per
sonal mortification or humiliation should induce him to flinch from
the sacred duty which he had undertaken.

In the following year the Parliament was dissolved; and the
friend of Hastings entertained a hope that the new Hou e of
Common might not be disposed to go on with the impeachment.
They began by maintaining that the whole proceeding was termi
nated by the dissolution. Defeated on thi point, they made a
direct motion that the impeachment hO'J1d be dropped; but they
were de"eated by the combined forces of the Government and tIle

(l
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Oppo'ition. It wa., however, re lved that, for the sake of expe
diti 11 many of the articles should be withdrawn. In truth, hacl
Jl t ~ me uch mea ure bee ad pted, the trial would have la ted
till the defendant, 'a in his gr e.

t lenoth in the pring of 1795, the deci ion was pronounced,
n ar eio-ht year after Ha tinga had been brought by the rjeant.
at-arm of the Common to the bar of the Lord. On the I t day
of tIli gr at procedure the public curio ity, long upend cl eemed
t b r viv d. n iety about the judgm nt there could be none;
f, r it had b en fully a c rtnined that there wa a great majority
f r th d ~ ndant. everthele many"' i hed to see the pageant,
and the Hall wa much crowd cl a on the fir t day. But tho c
wh , havinO' b en pr sent on the fir t day, now bore a part in th
pr OOino-' of the I t, WCi: few; and mo t of tho e few were
alt r d men.

Ha tino- him. If aid, the arraignment had taken place be
fi 1· one 0- nerati n and the judgment was pronounced by :moth 'r.
'1'1 pect. t r ould not look at the wool ack, or at the r J h n h
of the P r~ or at the O'r en benche of the ommon, without

einO' om thino- that reminded him of the in tability of nil human
thing-:, of the in tability of power and fame and life, of th mor
lam ntable in tability of friend hip. The O'reat ~eal wa borne
b '{"or Lord Loughborough, who, when the trial commenced, wa
a fierce opponent of Ir. Piu government, and who wa now a
member of that 0'0 ernment while Thurlo , who pre id 1 in the

urt , hen it fir tat, trang d from all hi old allie~, at cowl
ing mnonO' th junior baron. Of about a hundred and i ty

hIe" who walked in the proce ion on the fir t day, i ty hatl
b en laid in theif family vault. till more afi'ectiDO' mu t have
b en the jo-ht of the manng r ' box. hat had become of that
fair fellow 'hip, 0 cIo ely bound together by public and private
tie, 0 r>splendent WIth every talent an 1 accomplLhm 'nt? It
11 d been eattcred byealamitie more bitter than the bittern'~ of
cl ath. The ....reat chief: were till living and till in the full
vi ....our of th ir g niu. But th ir friend hip wa at an nd. It
h. a b en violently amI publicly di ~olved with tear and tormy
Tt'pr :lch~. If tho em n, once 0 dear to each other, 'ere now
c mp Hed to ID 'et for the purpo~e of mana....in .... the imp 3chment,
th y met a . tr. nO' r whom public bu ine ' had brough to(Yeth r,
lU d beh:l\' 11 to ch OthCl' 'lith cold and <1i:4ant civility. Burk
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had in hi vortex whirled away Windham. Fo~ had been fol
lowed by "'heridan and Grey.

Oniy twenty-nine Peers voted. or the e only ix found Ha 
ting guilty on the charges relating to Cheyte ing and t the
Reo-urn. On other charge, the majority in hi favour wa ~till

gr at r. On ome he wa unanimously ab olved. He wa then
call d to the bar, wa informed from the w 01 ack that the Lord'
had acquitted him, and wa solemnly di charged. He bowed
re pectfully and retired.

'Ve have said that the decision had been fully expected. It was
also g nerally approved. At the commencement of the trial there
had been a strong and indeed unreasonable feeling again-t Ha _
tinO',. At the cIo e of the trial there wa a feelinO' equally tronO'
and equally unre onable in hi fa our. One eau e of the change
"a, no doubt, what i commonly called the ficklen of the mul
titude, but what eem to u~ to be merely the general law of
human nature. Both in individuals and in ma es viol ot ex-
item nt i aI ay followed by remi ion, and oft n by reaction."Te are all inclined to depr ciate whatever we have overprai ed,

and, on the other hand, to how undue indulgence where we have
hown undue rigour. It was thui'l in the ca e of Ha tinO'. The

lenO'th of his trial, moreover, made him an object of compas ion.
It Wa thought and not without rea on, that, even if he wa guilty,
he wa till an ill-u ed man and that an imp achment of eight
y aI" wa more than a ufficient puni:hm nt. It wa~ al 0 felt that,
thouO'h, in the ordinary cour'e of criminal law, a defendant i not
allow d to et off hi good action again t hi crime, a 0'1' at poli
tical ca.u e hould be tried on different principle-, and that aoman
who had gov rned an empire during thirteen year miO'ht have
done some very reprehen ible thing, and yet miuht be on the
whole de-erving of rewards and honour rather than of fine and
impri~onment. The pre ~, an in trument neglected by the pro-
ecutor , was u ed by Ha tinO' and hi friend with great effect.

Every hip, too, that arrived from adra or Bengal, brourrht a
uddy full of hi admirer. Every gentl man from India poke of

the late Governor-General a bavinO" de en-ed better, and having
b en treated wor'e, than any Dlan living. The effect of thi te'ti
mony unanimou ly given by all person who knew the Ea t, was
naturally very great. Retired members ot the Indian ervice:,
civil and military, were settled in all corners of the -in~dom.

G 2
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Each of tl1Cm wn. , of COUl"e, in hi own little circie, r garded a~

an oracle on an Indian qu tion; and they were, with ~carcely one
xception, the zealou advocates of Ha ting. It i~ to be added.

that the numerous addres e to the late Governor-General, which
his friend in Bengal obtained from the nati es and transmitted to
England, made a considerable impre sion. To these addres es we
attach little or no importance. That Hastings wa beloved by the
people whom he governed is true; but the eulogies of pundit,
zemindars, fahommedan doctors, do not prove it to be true. For
an Engli h collector or judf'e would have found it ea y to induce
any native who could write to ign a panegyric on the most
odiou ruler that ever was in India. It was said that at Benares,
the very place at which the act set forth in the first article of
impeachment had been committed, the natives had erected a
temple to HastinO' ; and thi story excited a strong sensation in
England. Burke's ob ervation on the apotheosis were admirable.
He aw no reason for a toni hment, he s~id, in the incident which
bad been repre ented as 0 striking. He knew something of the
mythology of the Brahmins. He knew that as they worshipped
ome god from love, so they or. hipped others from fear. lIe

knew that they erected shrines, not only to the benignant deities
oflight and plenty, but al~o to the fiend who preside over mall
pox and murder; nor did he at all di pute the claim of Mr.
Hastings to be admitted into such a Pantheon. This reply has
always truck u~ as one of the finest that ever wa made in
Parliament. It i a grave and forcible argument, decorated by the
mo t brilliant wit and fancy.

Hastings wa , how vcr, safe. But in every thing except cha
racter, he would have been far better off if, when first impeached,
he had at once pleaded guilty, and paid a fine of fifty thousand
pounds. He wa a ruined man. The legal expense of his de
fence had been enormou. The expenses which did not appear in
lli attorney' bill were perhaps hu-gcr still. Great sums had been
paid to Iajor 1 ott. Great ~um had been laid out in bribing
new paper, re, ardin fr pamphleteers, and circulating tracts. Burke,
o early a' 1i90, declared in the Hou e of Commons that twenty

thou and pounus had been employed in corrupting the pre . It
i c rtuin that no controver ial weapon, from the grave t reasoning
to the cour~e t ribaldry, was left unemployed. Logan defended
the aCCl1 'cd 0 ernor with great ability in pro c. :For the lovel':t
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of verse, the peeche of the manngers were burle~qued in Simp
kin's letters. It i, we are afraid, indisputable that Hasting
tooped so low as to court the aid of that malignant and filthy

baboon John William , who called him elf Anthony Pa quin. It
was necessary to sub idi e such allies largely. The private hoards
of us. Hastings had disappeared. It is said that the banker to
whorn they had been intrusted had failed. Still if Hastings had
practised strict economy, he would, after all hi 10. ses, have had a
moderate competence; but in the management of his private affairs
he wa imprudent. The dearest wish of his heart had always been
to regain Daylesford. At length, in the very year in which hi~

trial commenced, the wish was accomplished; and the domnin,
alienated more than seventy years before, returned to the descend
ant of its old lord. But the manor hou e was a ruin; and the
grounds round it had, during many years, been utterly neglected.
Ha ti~gs proceeded to build, to plant, to form a sheet of water, to
excavate a grotto; and, before he was dismis ed from the bar of
the House of Lords, he had expended more than forty thousand
pounds in adorning his seat.

The general feeling both of the Directors and of the proprietors
of the East India Company was that he had great claims on them,
that his services to them had been eminent, and that his mi for
tune had been the effect of his zeal for their interest. Ilis friends
in Leadcnhall 'treet proposed to reimburse him the costs of
his trial, and to settle on him an annuity of five thousand pounds
a year. But the consent of the Board of Control was neces ary;
and at the head of the Board of Control was 1\lr. Dundas, who
had him elf been a party to the impeachment, who had, on that
account, been reviled with great bitterness by the adherent of
Ha tings, and who, therefore, was not in a very complyinO' mood.
He refused to consent to what the Directors suggested. The Di
rectors remon trated. A long controversy followed. Hasting,
in the mean time, was reduced to such distress, that he could
hardly pay his weekly bills. At length a compromise wa made.
An annuity for life of four thousand pounds was settled on Hastings;
!1nd in order to enable him to meet pressing demands, hewas to receive
ten years' annuity in advance. The Company was also permitted
to lend him fifty thousand pound.., to be repaid by in talments

ithout interest. This relief, though given in the mo t ab urd
manner, was sufficient to enable the retired Governor to Iiv~ in
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comfort, amI even in luxury if he had be !l a. GkuM manager.
But he w carele and profu e, and wo. more than once under
the nece sity of applying to the Company for a i tance, which
wo. liberally O'i en.

He had ,curity and afllu nee, but not the pm -er and dignity
which when be landed from India., he had rea on to exp ct. He
had then looked forward to a oronet, a red riband, a eat at the

ouncH Board, an office at bitehall. He wo. then only fifty-
two, and miO'ht hope for many years of bodily and mental viO'our.
The ca e was widely different when he left the bar of the Lord.
lIe wo. now too old a man to turn hi mind to a new cIa of
,tudi and dutie'. He had no chance of rec iving any mark of

yal favour while Ir. Piu remain d in power; and, wben Ir.
Pitt 1" >tired, H tinO' wa' approaching hi eventieth year.

Once, and only once, after hi acquitt 1, he interfered in politics;
and that interferen e a not much to hi honour. In 1 .04 he

. ert d him. elf trenuou ly to prevent r. AddinO'ton, again t
whom Fo. and Piu had combin d from r iO'ning the Trea_ury.
It i difficult to believe that a man ~o able and energetic as
Ha ting~ can ha e tllouO'ht that, when Bonaparte was at Boulogne
with a great army, the defence of our i land could ~afely be in
tru t d to a mini try which did not conta.in a single per'on whom
Ratt ry could de cribe a a great tate man. It i al 0 c rtain
that, on the important qu ti n -hich had raLed fr. ddinoton
to power, and on which be differed from both Fox and Pitt,
Ha ting~, as miO'ht have been expect d aO'reed with Fox and PiU,
and wa decidedly oppo ed to ddinO'ton. I liO'ious intolerance
ha never been the "ice of th Indian servic and certainl wa
not the vice of Ha ting. But Ir. AddiufTton had treated him
with marked favour. Fox had be~n a principal manager of the
impeachment. To Pitt it wa owing that there had been an im
peachment; and Ha ting , we fear, was on thi occasion guided
by personal con ideration , rather than by a rerrard to the public
in r t.

The last twenty-four year of hi life w re chiefly pa' ed a
D yl ford. He mu ed him If with emb lli hinO' hi around,
ridin rr fine Arab bor e , fatt ning prize-cattle and trying to r r
Indian animal and vegetable in EnO'land. He ent for eed of
n very fine cu lard-apple, from the garden of ",bat bad once be n
IJi .0\ n villa, among the green hedgerows of Allipore. lIe tried



WARREN HA-STI GB. 103

also to naturali~e in W orce ter hire the delicious leechee, almo't
the only fruit of Bengal which de erve to be regretted even
amid t the plenty of Covent Garden. The logul emperor, in
the time of their greatne had in vain att mpted to introduce
into Hindo tan the goat of the table-land of Thibet) who e down
upplies the loom of Ca hmer with the materials of the finc·t
hawl. Rusting tried, with no better fortune, to rear a bre d at

Dayl ford; nor doe he eem to have succeeded better with the
~attle of Bootan, who e tail are in high e teem as the be t fans
for brushing awny the mo quitoe .

Literature divided his attention with his con ervatories and hi
m nugerie. He had alway loved. books, and they were'now n 
c ary to him. Though not a poet, in any hi ....h sen e of tile

ord, he wrote neat and poli hed line with great facility, t nd
was fond of exerci ing thi talent. Indeed, if we mu t peak out,
he em to have been more of a Tri sotin than wu to be 'p ct~d

from the power of hi mind, and from the great part which he
had played in life. e are a ured in the e Iemoir~ that the
fir t thing which he did in the morning wa to, rite a c py f
vcr e~. When the family and guests as embled, the poem made
it appearance 8S regularly 8 the eggs and roll ; and l\Ir. Gleig
requires u to believe that, if from anyaccid nt Ha ting cam to
the breakfa t-table without one of hi charming performanc ' in
hi hand, the oOli ion was felt by all a a grievou di app int
ment. Ta te differ widely. For our elve, e mu t ay that,
ho ever good the breakfa t at Dayle ford may have been, - lml1
we are a~~ured that the tea was of the mo t aromatic flavour, and
that neither ton C7ue nor veni on-pa ty wa wautin C7, - we hould
have thought the reckoning high if e had been forced to <:al'O
our repa t by li teuing every day to a new madriO'al or onnet
compo ed by our ho~t. We ar~ glad, llOwever, that .fr. Gl iO' has
pre erved thi little feature of character, though \\' think it by
no means a beauty. It is good to be often reminded of the incon
~i. t ncy of human nature, and to learn to lOOK without wond r or
(li:O'u~t on the eakne ..e which are found in the tronge t mind.
Diony ius in oIU time~, Frederic in the 1 t century,· with capa ity
and. vigour equal to the conduct of the greate t aflilir", unit d all
th~ little vanitie and affectations of provincinl blue- tockingi'.
Thl' e great example may con ole the admirer;, of Ha ting fOl"
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the affliction of seeing him reduced to the level of the Bayleys and
'eward.
"~hen Ha ·tings had pas ed many years in retirement, and had

long outlived the common age of men, he again became for a hort.
time an object of general attention. In 1813 the charter of the
Ea t India Company was renewed; and much di Cll sion about
Indian affairs took place in Parliament. It was determined to
examine witnesses at the bar of the Commons; and Hastings was
ordered to attend. lIe had appeared at that bar once before. It
wa when he read hi, an wer to the chafO'cs which Burke had laid
on the table. Since that time twenty- even years had elapsed;
public feelinO' had undergone a complete chnnge; the nation had
°now ft>fO'otten hi fault, and remembered only his services. The
l'eappearance, too, of a man who had been among the mo t dis
tjngui hed of a generation that had pas ed away, who now be
10nO' d to hi tory, and who eemed to have risen from the dead,
could not but produce a olemn and pathetic effect. The Commons
r'c ·ived him with acclamations, ordered a chair to be set for him,
and, when he r tired, ro e and uncovered. There were, indeed, a
fc\\' who did not sympathize with the general feeling. One or two
of the managers of the impeachment were pre ent. The)' ate in
the same seat which they had occupied when they had been
thanked for the services which they had rendered in We tmin ter
Hall: for, by the courte'y of the Hou~e, a member who ha~ been
thanked in his place is con idered as having a right always to
occupy that place. These gentlemen were not disposed to admit
that they had employed everaI of the be~t years of their live in
per ecuting an innocent man. They accordingly kept their eat
and pulled their hats over their brow ; but the exceptions only
made the prevailing enthu ia. m more remarkable. The Lord~ re
ceived the old man with similar token of respect. The Univer.'ity
of Oxford conferred on him the degree of Doctor of Laws; and
in the heldonian Theatre, the undergraduates welcomed him
with tumultuous cheering.

The e marks of public e teem were soon followed by marks of
royal favour. Hastings was sworn of the Privy Council, and wa
admitted to a long private audience of the Prince Regent, ho
treated him very graciou ly. When the Emperor of Ru ia and
the King of Prn ia vi ited England, Hastings appeared in their
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traIll both at Oxford and in the Guildhall of London and
though surrounded by a crowd of princes and great w;l"rior"
was every where received with marks of re pect and admira
tion. He was presented by the Prince Regent both to Alexander
and to Frederic William; and his Royal Highness went 0 far
as to declare in public that honours far higher than a seat in the
Privy Council were due, and would oon be paid, to the man who
had saved the British dominions in Asia. Hastings now con
ficlently expected a peerage; but frol}l some unexplained cause,
he was again disappointed.

He lived about four years longer, in the enjoyment of good
tipirit , of faculties not impaired to any painful or degrading extent,
and of health such as is rarely enjoyed by those who attain such
un age. At length, on the twenty-second of August, 1818, in thE'
eighty-sixth year of his age, he met death with the same tranquil
arad decorou:; fortitude which he had opposed to all the trials of his
various and eventful life.

With nll his faults, -and they were neither few nor small
only one cf'metery was worthy to contain his remains. In that
temple of silence and reconciliation where the enmities of twenty
generations lie buried, ill the Great bbey which has during many
ages afforded a quiet re -ting-place to those whose minds and bodies
have been shattered by the contentions of the Great Hall, the dust
of the illustrious ac:cused should have mingled with the du t
of the illustrious accu. ers. This wo not to be. Yet the place of
interment was not ill ~hosen. Bebind the chancel of the pari.h
church of Daylesford, in ear:h which already held the bones of
many chiefs of the house of Hastings, was laid the coffin of the
greatest man who has ever borne that ancient and widely extended
name. On that very spot probably, four core years before, the
little Warren, meanly clad and scantily fed, had played with the
children of ploughmen. Even then hi young mind had revolved

which might be called romantic. Yet, however romantic,
ot likely that they had been so strange as the truth. ~ot
ad the poor orphan retrieved the fallen fortune of hL lint'.
nly had he repurchased the old land~, and rebuilt the old
ng. He had preserved and p-xtended an empire. He bad
ed a polity. He had administered government and war with
than the capacIty ,)f Hicheliou. He had patronised learning

'8
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