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To • 0 e there is
meho , em d in

e ·ea~ e
tie something el, ms to

e fo of e or does, no doubt, r8(JIUiJ~

e me criti have, no - 0 t jus -
ad · to s .p the first 0 pters; othe
have reeo ded that the should relegated to
ap · h, m the thing.

There· something to be said for thi -e ,b t I
o eel or thinking that it i unsound. Th t 0

pen foundatio he boO. It
is true that the visitors to a house, to hom read may
be cam do not think t n to explore i
fOUD tions before entering it; but it is not less true
th t . vi -to · not nter a ho at all if they
are doubtful a ut i urity_ 0, if one wishes to
study riou y the life of apoloon at t Helena it is
n t to feel one' way hrough the maze of
legendary literature to arrive t any chance or pos-
·b··ty of facts; it -s necessary to discard copio 7

until at last one may doubt if anything be left. e
mote one read and ifta the more dubious become
these chrom , the more questionable becomes e ery

rtion in them; nd in re-reading these t 0 c pte
my con -ction is that they are unduly len· t to the
records of the captivity.
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eality,
h n ·t
yamong

of his a er and hi race. d yet he as, perh
happy in his death, for had he lived he must have been
practi y a prisoner; utilised by etterni as iece
on t E opean c board, and compelled to sus ·
the heritage of his dreaded name _. t
captivity, nd revolution. Be would in effect have··
more fo able than his ther, after 80 much of the
Napoleonic glamour had n lost in Russia. or oun
that blameless gure played the aureole of the splendid

ix



d fa8cmna'te
g:roteIQlll

Boulogne, it ms im
oree of e yo th ho every

who for three years had actually ·ved in
• lath iD e e p and ponde

the D'S fu t else h
nP t to him the ming 0

that it might appeal pathetiea1ly to the
o of his BOD, and tba his
secure JD88ty. It as, as he said, •
What he dreaded that the boy might eo,mpeJJEKl

ry his relatives to take orders and nter
•esthood, so as to remove him deflnite1 . from the

D doubt, was a oon,tj·Dglanery
But the undoubted atfection

dson, or the desire of Ketternich to 80

J)l'eCiOli18 a political asset, 8i erted any such 1 t·on,
the fut of the boy was unembarrassed by the cloiste •

What .were the chances of that future we may
tie by an incident. When Prince Napoleon, the 80 of

Jer6me, was in Paris under the B&Dle of ontfort in 18&5
he visited the Hotel des Invalidee. His resem ca to the
founder of his house was striking, and the sentry OD d ty,
after looking hard at bUn, in a moment of uncontrollab
emotion presented arms. Some of the vete e

x
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neph

1 fire, and the
e Petit,

e 0 fare ell in
He eame, and embraced.

the young man, apoleo t en emb him,
amid sho 0··· e I mpereur I" ,. it been in
barrack, not a hosp tal, no one kno w t ould have
happened," :ye a eontemporary chronicler. From which
may be inferred not merely the orce of the imperial tradi­
tion, thirty years after aterloo, but also that had Louis
Napoleon physicaJly resembled his uncle he ould have
8U~eded much sooner than he did in mounting the
throne of ce.

Surely, then, the son of the Emperor as happy in his
death; .for e saddest fate that can befall a prince i. .
to be the passive tool and instrument of statesmanship, as
the bitter experience of Djem and the Stewart pretenders
sufticiently testifies. oreover, the man has yet to be
found ho, for even score of years, can rule the fie
equality of France &8 it has been sines the Revolution.

But all these are bubbles, and this book· not intended
to deal with speculations; its aim is to penetrate the
delibera kn bich u th last act 0 the
Napoleonic drama. In stage tragedy the ca; trophe ,
as a rule, decently eonooaled. One may see the headsman
or the in or the funeral. but not the scaffold or the
stab. For apoleon there was no such close. Yet none
the less was his e ile a tragedy, and, &8 if from the cus­
tom and habit of tragedy, a curtain, though not wholly
impenetrable, veils the fifth &et. The victim will have it
so; he shro d himself and closes all the shutters; what
is allowed to issue forth is calculated misrepresentation;
to obtain a glimpse of the truth we are almost reduced,
like the officer on guard at Longwood, to utilise the keyhole.
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t t he
• d ·t

she t ·
Charl at Demoti

1117 of efeat; Di ele ·
in · kitchen garden at alo

•des a ay a citizen fro the ttle6eld
king, to hide his br ken heart

e owned Queens 0 pace t e
garden of Zell; 0 y he
career the shelter of his mo
acr'08l1 the park from one of hi
cut ot! in front of the other.

apoleon as e :ware of tb,is
keener th about himself. No one, per

Cmsar concentrated 0 himself the pe Q

familiar devotion of 80 many hundr of tho Dd
one, perhaps, had ever excited so much vis·ble con-

ternation. There· had never been a ore meteo ·c ·
or a more terrible fall. OD 0 captiv·. then, could
t e attention of the world. be ore fixed. But for t t
reason he was resolved not to gratify the inquisition.
He knew that he was slowly: dying;· he knew that h
was politically dead. He would fold his mantle around
him as he passed; he w~uld not e pose his captive
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CHAPrER I

TRB LITBBATUBE

WILL there e er be an adequate Life of apoleon?
Hitherto it been scarcely worth while to ask the
question, e ha e been too near the prejudices and
passions of • time for any uch book to be written.
Nor are we yet ve remote, tor it may be noted
that ean ictoria all but two years old hen
Nawleon d·ad. and that e may still be in exist­
ence people ho have seen him. oreover the
Second Empire revived and reproduced these feelings
in almost the· original force, and the reaction frolQ.
the Second Empire prolonged them. So we are still,
perhaps, not sutJiciently outside Napoleon's historieal
sphere of influence for such a. boo to be written.

Nor until recently di e poss sufficient materials
for the work. The pages and pag that follow
Napoleon's name in library catalogues mainly represent
~ompilations, or pamphlets, or lives conscientiously con­
structed from d bious or partial authorities, meagre
bricks of scrannel straw. But now, under a Govern­
ment in France mcb opens its records freely, and
with the gradual publication of private memoirs, more
or less authentic, we are ..beginning to S88 new p088ibiUties
of definite veracity. The issue of the suppressed corre­
spondence removes a reproach from the official collectio ,
and fills its blanks. And the mania fo Napoleonic
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ever wanton. Pa tly fro idolatry 0 apo
to keep up mat c repre tio of even
Helena and 80 bring bout hi liberation, f ere
omitted or distorted hich i any ay reftected on
their idol or tended to mar the intended effect&. There
seems to have so ething in the · 0 t Helena
that blig e t truth;· d e who co tee the
various narrativ on any given point will ftnd strange
and hopeless cont .ctions. Truth probably lurks in
Forsyt b t the c . of the ore· a hideous tas ;
and, for various 0 er r 0 ,it is equally difticult to
find in the more COD mpo tiv ere
strange milde that r on tea on the books
and boo in the island. One to weig each rticle
of evidence and bear in· mind the chamete of the wit­
ness. Some -mes, in e may be charged with having
quoted from sources hich we ve described tainted.
We could scarcely q ote from any othe . But here
the testimony seems of i If p obable, and where '0

object but truth· percepti le in it, e have no choice
but to cite from what documents· there are.

One striking circumstance remains to be noticed. Of
the last three years of apoleon's life we bo scarcel
anything. From the departure of Gourg ud, in March
1818, to the end of May 1821, we know practicall nothing.
We know what the Eng · reported from without. e
have an .authorised but not very trustworthy record from
within. But, in reality, ·we 0 nothing or next to
nothing.
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did not
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NAPO.LEON: THE LAST PHASE

It seems useless to accumulate proofs that a more
audacious concoction has seldom been published 8S an
original document. 'l'he editors of the imperial corre­
spondence, indeed, blush as they print it, for they append
a note stating that neither the draft, nor the original,
nor any authentic copy is discoverable. Savary, Beausset,
and Thibaudeau blindly accept the letter on the authority
of Las Cases. Meneval, who was at the time Napoleon's
private secretary, anticipates the doubts of Count Murat,
and details some material circumstances which. vitiate the
letter, one of them being that though the letter is dated
from Paris Napoleon at that time was at St Clou4­
:Meneval says that he cannot solve the mystery, though
his arguments all point irresistibly to a historical fraud;
his only argument the other way-a very dangerous one
-is that no one but Napoleon could have composed it.
The perplexity of Meneval, when his confidential position
is considered, is extremely significant, if not conclusive.
niers thinks that Napoleon wrote it, and wrote it on
the professed date, but admits that the letter was never
sent. His reasons for this strange theory Qannot be
examined here, but they appear to be the mere result of
a desperate effort. to prove the authenticity of the letter,
in spite of overwhelming difficulties stated by himself.
Montholon prints it among a number .of other letters
which he says were handed to him by ·the Emperor.
This either casts doubt on the narrative of Montholon,
or proves the complicity and even a~thorshipof Napoleon
himself.

It is indeed true that this document was not first,
as Thiers asserts, published by Las Cases. I~ is to be
found in the " Introduction a l'Histoire de l'Empire
FraDQais," a book published in 182D, whereas the Memorial
was published in 1822-3. . But it can scarcely be doubted
that it was supplied by Lss Cases, who was charged to

10



LAS CASES, ANTOMMARCHI, AND OTHERS

get it somehow pas~ed into history. It appears in this
book, without any particular reason, inserted as if. by
a happy accident, not long after Las Cases returned
from St Helena. It was never published before that
return, and we cannot dissociate the responsibility of its
publication from Las Cases. It is a little unfortuna~

that he piqued himself on his skill in composition. He
tells us that he drew up Napoleon's protest at Plymouth.
He drew up innumerable protests of his own. "Once a
correspondence established with Sir H. Lowe," he says,
with ominous pleasantry, "1 did not remain idle." He
rained documents on the Governor. Deported to the
Cape, he never stopped writing: the Governor of that
settlement, the Ministers, the Prince Regent-all had to
endure him. Returning to Europe he bombards every
Sovereign or Minister that he can think of. Last of all,
the patient reader who ploughs through his eight volumes
has ample reason to feel that Las Cases would like nothing
better than to pen a few Napoleonic despatches to keep
himself in exerc.ise. We should not, perhaps, on this
instance alone, definitely pronounce that Las Cases
deliberately composed the letter to Murat; for it might
have been an academical exercise, or there might have
been confusion among his papers, or lapse of memory.
There are strange freaks of this kind on record.

But, unfortunately, this is by no means the only effort
or lapse of Las Cases in this direction. In the fifth part
of his journal he gives in much the same way a letter
from Napoleon to Bernadotte, dated August 8, 1811. It
is entirely ignored by the editors of the imperial corre­
spondence. It is, however, inserted in the " Lettres
inedites de Napoleon I.," but "with every reserve," for
the editors do not know its source. Had they known
its origin they would no doubt have rejected it, as. had
the former editors. They take it at second hand from

11
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APOEO :T L ST P E

who i the author of the "Letters," has access to manu­
scripts dictated by himself." en the Duc d'Enghien
had arrived at Strasburg, he wrote a letter to apoleon,
in which he stated, 'that his rights to the crown were
very distant: that for a length of time his family had
lost their claim: and promised, if pe.rdon was granted
to him, to discover everything he knew 0 the plots of the
enemies of France, and to serve the First Consul fait ­
fully.' Tb· letter was not presented by Talleyrand to
Napoleon until it was too late. The young prince was
no more." The author goes on to say that in the
manuscript, which he had been privileged to see,

apoleon states that "perhaps, if thi letter had been
presented in time. the political advantages which would
have accrued from his declarations nd ·s services,
would have decided the First Consul to pardon him."
Tb· extract i interesting as containing the only portion
of the text of this remarkable document which has
been preserved.

Rumours of this precious letter appear to have been
cautiously spread about Longwood, and to have e cited
the curiosity of that portion of the household which
had not been admitted to the confidence of Las Cases.
O'Meara appears especially to have distinguished himself
by a pertinacious spirit of investigation. In January
1817, he represents himself as asking the Emperor
questions with regard to it. "I now asked if it were
true that Talleyrand had retained a letter from the
Duc d'Enghien to him until two days after the Duke'
execution P Napoleon's reply was: 'It is true; the Duke
had written a letter, offering his services, and asking
a command in the army from me, which that 8Celerato
Talleyrand did not make known until two days after his
execution.' I -observed that Talleyrand by his culpable
concealment of the letter was virtually guilty of the

l'



LAS CASES, A TO~...&~...&.A.~ D 0 HERS

death of the Duke. •Talleyrand.,' replied Napoleon, 'is
a lwiccone, capable of any crime.'"

Two month later, in March, O'Meara mentions to
Napoleon that a book has been published respecting him,
by Warden, hicb was exciting great interest. The
book had not then arrived, but there were extracts
from it in the newspapers. Napoleon sits down to read
the newspapers, asks the explanation of a few passages,
and at once inquires what Warden had said of the
affair of the Duc d'Enghien. .. I replied that he asserted
that Talleyrand had detained a letter from the .DUke
for a considerable time after his execution, and that he
attributed his death to Talleyrand. •Di questo non e e
dubbio' (Of this there is no doubt), replied Napoleon."
Later in the month apoleon reiterates this statement
to O'Meara. .. When he (the Due d'EIighien) arrived at
Str88burg, he wrote a letter to me in which he offered
to discover everything if pardon .were granted to him,
said that his family had' lost their claims for a long
time, and concluded by offering his services to me.
The letter was delivered to Talleyrand, ho concealed it
until after his execution." This seems uccinct enough,
but O'Meara wished to make assurance doubly sure. So
in May, he tells us: .. I asked Napoleon again, as I was
anxious to put the matter beyond a doubt, hether, if
Talleyrand had delivered the Due d'Enghien's letter in
time to him, he would have pArdoned the writer. He
replied, •It is probable that I might, for in it he made
an offer of his services; besides, he was the best of the
family.'" It is noteworthy that· although Napoleon
speaks more than once to Gourgaud about the Enghien
affair he never mentions the letter to that critical and
incredulous ofticer. .

Finally, the whole bubble, blown assiduously by
Warden, O'Meara, and the .. Letters from the Cape,"
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t e Cape," or
p et rt of tri -

m ro b t not inte ded to
r ,no b­

of connection.
to the autho hip

ant Ion, moreo e ,
• t of a narrative
apoleon. Napoleon

of· '1 I Wl"ote
d then follo s the

, then, we can trust Montholon,
t e etter to be ge Dine. ut

tter tru t ontholon. e have,
t e relatio of poleon, as set
·0 e , to the · y Enghien
y, then, acquit leon of having

at the 1 t co t of these documents.
, in · Journal, constantly t..,eats to comet

teris ,which he assure represent con
·th apoleon of the utmost moment and

m tery. Possibly mystifleations. may have been con­
cocted at these dark interviews, and if Las Cases kept

y record of what then passed it would be well to
lish·i. Nor is it easy to understand that the idolater

o d venture to take such libertie without at least a
from the idol. It must, moreover, be mentioned

t 0 cer on board the Northumberland records that
eo heard in dictation to Las Cases saying
he bad received proofs of Enghien's innocence

pplication from Enghien for employment,
the Duke's execution. Thie , again, following

emphatic opinion of Mene a1, positively declares
th t ere can be no doubt, from the evidence. of
the style,· that the letter to Murat was composed b7
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the Emperor. • ·on if the
a thority of Thie accepted, or 0 one ca no
belie e that t t letter w ·tten on the alleged da
On the 0 e d, e i by no infallible.

ver, i it p08 ib e, to put thin on the 10 t
d, that apoleon ouId associate im elf with
80 certain 0 discovery? Unl ,i deed, hat i

not·m Bible, in desperate mood he aDo ed the1n
to be unched, carele of the future or of the verdict
of history, in er to produce a omentary imp io
in · fa our; j t he is said in the days of his po er
to a e pu . hed in the Moniteur llctitio despatch
from . m.a s.

We offer no judgment: we care to go no further:
our object· not to folio up the rack further
to demonstrate the untru t orthines8 of Cases. d
we think e ha e said enough to show that the e Variou8
fabrication He like & bend sinister ath rt the erae-ty
of hi mas i e volumes, and make it impossible to accept
any of his statements, when he has any questionable
object. in ma • g them.

This being so, it is not nee sary to point out minor
and less el8.borate inaccuracies. Pasquier, for example,
complains that Las C e gives wholly imaginary
account of the interview hich P uier had ·th
Napoleon ·on becoming Prefeet of Police. But the
responsibility for this m· tatement does not probably
lie with ·Cases. He also signalises t 0 other mis­
repre entations of the same kind. But it is scarcely
worth while to multiply instances.

We have, however, a further, though very minor,
objection to this. author, in that he is a bookmaker of an
aggravated description. No sort of padding come amiss
to him. And yet the book is not without interest,
and even value; for there are tnany eases in which

21



APOLEO :: THE L T PH SE

he has no interest to e e, and here he records at
length habits and remarks of Napoleon, which we find
nowhere else, the genuinen of hich must be decided
by internal evidence or probability. Las Cases, too, is
by far the most Boswellian of the biographers, the most
minute, the most insensible to ridicule, and in that respect
attords some amusement. Some, indeed, of his flights
towards the sublime hover perilously ear the other
extreme; as, for example, when he feels an indescribable
emotion on sooingNapoleon rub h· stomach. The Em­
peror has some co.ffee for breakfast, which he enjoys.
"Quelques moments plus tard it disait, en se frottant
l'estomac de la main, qu'il en sentait le bien 1.8. n serait
difticil& de rendre mes sentimen oos simples paroles."

Again, Napoleon tells him that when speaking to
Lo e he bees e 80 angry that he felt a vibration in
the calf of his left leg, which is one of his portentous
sYJ:Dptoms, and one .which he had not felt for years.

Again, Las Cases records, in the true Boswellian strain,
that Napoleon had called him a simpleton, consoling him
with the assurance that he always meant the epithet
88 a certificate of honesty.

Again, Las Cases. speaks with rapture of the absence
of all peraonal feeling in Napoleon. "He sees things so

mpletely in the mass, and from so great a height that
men escape him. Never has one surprised him iJi any
irritation against any of th08 of whom he has had
most to complain." Were it possible on other grounds to
give complete credit to the narrative of Las~ this
stupendous assertion would make ~s pause.

The memoirs of Montholon are, like the author, emin­
ently suave and gentlemanlike. O'Meara accuses him, in
private letters to the English staff, of being untruthful,
and O'Meara should be a good judge. We do not doubt
that where they bear upon the general strategy of

22



LAS C E, A O.a...... .a...Ai........... o HERS

Longwood they 0 little value, . e all the publications
within thirty ye ,of apoleon' death-though it ould
be remembered that t Y a pear ta, not till 184:7.

o are the dates en al ys exact; and this inaccuracy
gives t e imp ion that the entries may have been

-tten u some time afterwards. It is sufficiently
obvious, indeed, that portions of the book are insertions
long 8ub8eque t to the exile. We cannot, therefore, accept
Montholon's unsupported statement as osufticient authority
for any fact of importance. For example, he explicitly
states that he closed N poleon's eyes after death. Bertrand
not lea circumstantially states that he performed .
pious oftlce.; Both allege that they acted on the E ­
peror's e injunction. We are compelled to believe
one or the other, and e have no difficulty in believing
Bertrand, who has not made other state ents to which
it is impossible to give credence. But, then, hat of

ontholon? e can only commend his tone, which is
due, no doubt, to the date of publication. A .quarter of
& century had cooled many passions and allayed many
fe de. Gourgaud had ceased to rage, an had amicably
co-operated with ontholon in the production of the
Emperor's memoirs. Hence, Montholon has not a word in
his diary against Gour d, or even reftecting on Gour­
gaud, at a time when that fretful porcupine must have
been making his life almost intolerable. Indeed, at the
time of Gourgaud's challenge, there is simply a blank
of ten days. Whether this judicious reticence is due to
anguish of mind; or hether, what is not impossible, the
whole transaction was what our ancestors would have
called a flam; or whether, on consideration, the entries
were cancelled, it is impossible now to say. We incline
to the last hypothesis, and regret, now that Gourgaud's
journal is published, that M:ontholon's cannot as a counter­
blast be given in its entirety. We know that °he- left in

23
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HE S

· ed him, tommarchi
o tholo , will make him believe,
e e ·n the gravity, or e en in

.N8,poloo1n' con • • e i pe uaded that
y a •. I game, played with the in-

J)elt'8Ul&a1
en:g the English Government to bring
to Europe. He declares, with a smile

o arch m, that apoleon's pulse is
o rch 21, howe er, he recognises the

erio n of the ituation, and declares that he sees
u e e be sign of trite. apoleon thereupon con­
sen , ·th gr t reluctance, to e ome lemonade · h
an eme·Co en day, therefore, a quarter of a grain of
ta r eme ic a administered in ·some lemonade. The
patient &8 violently ic, and rolled on the earth in
agony. at the agony m t have been, when we re­
membe the ul hich ere internally devouring him,
we can Iyconceive. ntomm.archi say that the effec
is too strong, but that it is a nece remedy. apoleon,
ho ever, a olutely refuses any further medicine of the
kind. e t day he ordered his rvant to bring him a
glass of lemonade; but the young doctor was on the
watch, and craftily inserted the same dose of his favourite
remedy. Napoleon me t omething strange, and gave it
to Montholon, ho in ten minutes was horribly sick. The
Emperor naturally furious, called Antommarchi an

sin, and dec red that he ouId ne er ee him again.
For ome time past the young Corsican had been

'Weary of hi confinement, and his attendance on one
whom he considered an imaginary invalid. He spent
much of his time in Jamestown, or outside the limits,
to the disgust of the-orderly who was forced to accompany
him. Finally, in January 1821, he signified to Sir Thomas
Reade his intention of leaving the Emperor's service
and the l8land. On January 31, 1821, he wrote to

25



POLEO L p E

ontho 0 to return to Europe, and
tha e elt ·th regret his· · .ty to gain h
Em 'ror's confide ce. poleon a once gave his consent

letter hieb onthol t :y c terises "bien
de." e quote the concluding paragraph: "Durin
the fifteen m nths that you have spent on the island you

ve not made His jesty feel any confidence in your
mo character; you can be of DO to h· in· h·
illness. and so there is no object in prolonging your
tay here."

In spite of this scathing ntence, Bertrand d
ontholon patched up a reconciliation, and on February

6, tommarchi 88 permitted to ume his service.
On March 23, as we have seen, there w another
quarrel, and Montholon records· that on March 31
Napoleon-refused to allow his name to be even mentioned.
However, on April 3, he was allow to be present
at Dr Aalott's visit. On April 8, being again absent
when summoned, he· formally to that· the Emperor
will .never see him again. On April 9 he ant to
Sir Hudson Lowe. to request permission. to return to
Europe,-tweuty-six days before Napo eon's death. Lowe
said that he must efer the matter to England. On
April 16, Arnott insisted that N poleon .should once

ore receive Antommarchi. On April 17 apoleon
dictate a letter which he insists on Antommarchi sign­
ing as a condition of remaining, as the doctor had· bee
accused Qf idle gossip and jests 88 to his master's habits.
On April 18 he is once more allowed to a.ocompany
Arnott to the patient's rOOlIL On April 21, however,
the English doctors hold a consultation without him;
and when Montholon wishes to summon him on April 29,
Napoleon twice angrily refuses. For the first five days
of May,· the last five days of life, he is allowed to watch
in the room adjaeent to the sick-room. In the lut

~



LAS C SES, A TOM A CHI, A D OTHERS

agony, whenever he tries to moisten the lips of the
dying man, Napoleon repels him and signs to Montholon.
Final1y, on. May 5, Napoleon dies, and, alone of all his
attendants, 0 • Antommarchi from his will; though.~ it
may be incidentally mentioned, Antommarchi produces
an eighth codicil in his own favour which does not appear
to have been recognised.

Why recall all this so minutely? For the simple reason
that there 18 not a word of it in Antommarcbi's book.
That work, on the contrary, records nothing but the single­
Diinded devotion of the· physician, and the affectionate
gratitude of the patient. For example, on the day on
which Napoleon twice refused to see him, he records.that
the patient reluctantly accepted one of his remedies,
and declared, "You can measure by my resignation
the gratitude I feel for you." Napoleon, declares the
doctor, added· conftdential directions about his funeral,­
that it was to be, failing Paris, at Ajaccio, and, failing
Ajaccio, near the spring in St Helena. On the 26th
of . March, when Napoleon would have none of him,
Antommarchi represents himself as persuading Napoleon
to see Arnott. Montholon says that it was on the 31st
that Napoleon first consented that Arnott should be sent
for, and adds, "As for Antommarchi, he persists in 10t'­
biddtng that his very name should be mentioned." Daily
he records minute symptoms, and elaborate, affectionate
conve~ions with his patient. But not a word of his
being forbidden the door, or of his contemptuous dis­
missal, or of his ~fforts. to leave the island. Yet the two
volumes which contain his record of eighteen months
would have sufliced to find room for this. ,It is not
possi,ble that Montholon should be .guilty of -gratuitous
falsehood with regard to him. Montholon is well disposed
towards Antommarehi; his statements. are supported
both by documentq.ry. evidence and by the testimony of
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Lowe. How, under these circumstances, these grave
o • ions and assertions, can we put any confidence
in the doctor's statements? No; we must take the An­
tommarchian narrative for what it is worth, and that
is little or nothing. For our own part, we accept with
great misgiving any of his uncorroborated statements.
How, for example, can we credit that, in the midst of
thi period of distrust and ave ion, Napoleon should
have harangued him in this fashion: "When I am
dead, each of you will have the sweet consolation of
returning to Europe. You will see again, the one
your relations, the other your friends, and I shall find
my braves in the Elysian Fields. Yes," he continued,
raising his voice, "Kleber, Desm, Bessieres, Duroc, Ney,
Murat, M:assena,Berthier, all will' come to meet me:
they will speak to me of what we have done together.
I will narrate to them the later events of my life.
In seeing me they will become mad with enthusiasm
and glory. We will talk of our wars to the 8cipios, the
Hannibals, the Cmsars, the Frederics, etc." This fustian,
of which Napoleon could· scarcely have been guilty before
hi delirium, is supposed to have been delivered to an
audience of two, Antommarchi and Montholon :-Antom­
marehi, who was in disgrace, and Montholon, who, though
he hung on his master's words, does not even mention so
remarkable a speech. We ma.y safely aver that this is
not what Napoleon said, but what Antommarchi con­
siders that Napoleon ought to have said.
. One service Antommarchi rendered, which almost out­

weighs his worthless and mendacious book. He produced
a cast of Napoleon's face after his death. The original of
this, now in England, represents the exquisite and early
beauty of the countenance, when illness had transmuted
passion into patience, and when death, with its last
serene touch, had restored the regularity and refinement
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of youth. All who beheld the corpse were struck by
this transformation. "How very beautiful," was the
exclamation of the Englishmen who beheld it. But
Antommarchi had to fight even for the authen­
ticity of his cast. The phrenologists fell on him and
rent him. They declared that the skull had not the
bumps, or the bony developments, requisite for a hero.
Others averred that it was rather the face of the First
Consul than of the Emperor, which is true. Others
remembered that Antommarchi had not produced the
cast till late in 1830. Dr Burton, the surgeon of the
66th regiment, claimed that the cast was genuine, but
that he had taken it, and that Antommarchi had nothing
to do with it. We can only sum up our conclusions
by declaring that we believe in the cast, but that if it
be not more authentic than the book, we agree with the
phrenologists.

Warden's book consists of letters, addressed to the
lady he afterwards married, vamped up by "a literary
gentleman." It bears, in passages, too obvious markS of
the handiwork of the literary .gentleman, who puts into
Warden's mouth meditations of deplorable bathos. But in
any ease the book is of little value, for a simple reason.
Napoleon knew no English, Warden knew no French,
and their interpreter was Las Cases. But we cannot help
wondering who translated two of Warden's tactful re­
marks to Napoleon. The latter had asked which was the
more popular in England, the Army or the Navy. Warden
replies in the noblest style, and ends, "Such· a field as that
Qf .Waterloo can hardly find adequate gratitude .in the
hearts of Englishmen 1" To this Napoleon made no reply.
On another oeeasion, Warden addressed the Emperor as
follows: "The people. of England appear to feel an
interest in knowing your sentiments respecting the
inilitary character of the Duke of Wellington. They
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ontholon, that the Emperor dic ted these letters h· •
self. 0 tr lated the into English, however, d
not ap . If thi performed on the island, it was
probably by me Bertrand, for O'Meara does not
seem to ve been in the secret of them. " The
Emperor," says Gourgaud, "tells me that he does not
intend to rep y to arden, but that La.s C es, no at
the Cape, reply." Gourgaud bluntly answe th t
he- ·mself has seen more than ten letters dictated by
Napoleo -to Bertrand for publication. One, indeed, is on
the table at the moment. The Emperor no longer deni
the authorship, d Gourgaud is taken into his confidence
withregard their composit·on. The letters are giv n
to him for correction and annotation. On August 16,
1817, he reads his observations on them to Napoleon,
and many of em e adopted. On August 22, on­
tholon u~ both r'ecord that apoleon finished
the e ening by having rMd to him the 5th, 6th, 7th, and
8th lette in reply to Warden. The exiles do not admire
them. The ontholons think that the Emperor in these
letters puts ridiculous speeche into their mouths, aDd
Madame de ontholon goes 80 far &8 to that they e
badly written, full of "80ttises" and personalities. She
is -vexed that the e of her h nd should be cited
in- them. It is all dirt, she says, and the more you stir
it up the worse it will smell; and she believes that this
pamphlet will occasion mueh hostile criticism. It i,
indeed, only a pamphlet for eontemporary consumption,
with tatements in it -intended to influence publie
opinion. It has DO value except from its autho
ship and the statement made in it of the spurious
letter of the Duc d'Enghien, the existence of which the
pamphlet explicitly erts.

O'Meara's "Voice om St Helena" is perhaps the most
popular of all the Longwood narratives, and few publica­
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OURGAUD

is • g to 0 tehenu, the old French Royalist
Co • ·oner. " ou are talking," say Gourgaud, "to
a chev ·er of t Louis; whatever attachment I might
still ve felt (in 1814) for the Emperor, nothing could
have made me fail in my duty to the King and my
gratit de to the Duc de Berry. The proof of this
is that my friend Lallemand thought me too much
attached to this last prince to put me in the secret of
his. conspiracy. After the departure of the King and
the dismi sal of his household, I gave in my adhesion
to the Ohief of the French nation. I hould always
ha e remained faithful to the King had he remained
with the army, but I thought that he abandoned us.
On pril 3 I was appointed by the Emperor his first
orderly otBcer, and that is why I m here." Men who
use language of this kind cannot complain if they are
misunderstood, or if they·are held to be playing an
ambiguous part.

Gourgaud was, it hould be remembered, esteemed by
all who knew him, and did not have to live with him.
But the curse of his temper was jealousy, which made
him an impossible eompanion. It empoisoned his life at
St Belena. Long after his departure from St Helena
the success of Begur's narrative of the Russian campaign
maddened him and drove him to publishing a waspish,
unworthy criticism of it in a thick volume, which has
by no means attained the enduring fame of the histol7
which it profe es to review. By others whom his
jealousies did not touch he was highly esteemed. Lowe,
for example, always considered and described him 88 a
gallant and loyal oldier who followed his Emperor in
adversity, without mixing himself up in vexations and
complaints. Jackson says the same thing. " He is a
brave and distinguished o:tJicer," says Sturmer, "but no
courtier"; and this description sums him up exactly. Be
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e te
remark,

·tionour

·0 of bl"
o tese a atLon

of th truest
the best course i to

th 0 e •sdom, and
•etion of hat e prope atti de of apoleon

"The 0 y I :w that the Emperor can follow, in
opinio · neither to· uIt nor be •en with Hudson
Lo e. It ouId be unworthy of ID Majesty to be OD

cordial te ·th that pe n. The Emperor' p ition
o frig tful th t the 0 y method of maintaining his

dignity· to appear resi d to do othing obtain
. y ge trie •ons. e. must endure e

thing with ·gna •on. If me :Maje ty had all the •
to· If,·t ouId be nothing compared to hat he
lost." ouId that apoleon had followed this counse

e hou hold at Longwood not, and eo d ot
be, hp,. family; b t it might. have been much
happier than it was. It could not be happy, in the first
place,. of course, be e of the prodigious vici itude.
But, ondly, collection of Parisians could not be
e eerful, hed like crippled sea-birds on a tropical
rock. . t elena had been chosen because it was one
of the remotest of islands; for that reason it ,was anti-

thetic to he whole lives .and nature, and to
te of these brilliant people. There was no space, no

ociety, no amusement. There was a meagre shop, but
even there. they were refused credit by order of the
Gove or. All things considered, they bore this fate,

'ir me to anyone, so terrible to them, with fortitude
and philosophy.

.The jeal9usies which ,haunt a court forbade them to
be a little less unhappy than they were. For them, at
t · petty court, where neither fortune nor places could
be .awarded, there was only one dignity, only one con-
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solation-the otice of the Emperor, hieh alone gave
rank and consideration. Hence anger, envy, and tears.
Bertr d had soon remarked them: "His Majesty," he
said, in April 1816, "is the victim of intriguers. Long­
wood is made detestable by their disputes." As a
rule Be and comforts himself by declaring that the
Emperor i just at bottom, and that though intriguers
sometimes get the upper hand for a moment, he
always in the long run returns to sound judgment.
But jealousy began with the very -first night on the
island. In Napoleon's limited lodging he had room
for only one companion, and he chose La.s Cases: Las
Cases, .a mere acquaintance, as it were, of the eleventh
hour. Las Cases at once became the enemy of the
human race, so far as his colleagues were concerned.
And so they hated him until he was removed, when
they all fell on his neck and-forgave him.

Then ontholon and Gourgaud fell out, till Gourgaud
departed. Then, when two out of the four had gone,
the other two eamed to have remained in peace of some
kind, but we may gather that the preference shown to
M:ontholon was the source of some soreness to Bertrand.

Another subject of discussion was money. They
speculated about the Emperor's supposed hoards with
the subtle suspicion of heirs in a miser's sick-room. He
has given so much to one; it is untrue; he gives
another a double allowance; he does not; how does
another pay for dress or luxury? They torment them­
selves and each other with questions like these. The
Emperor, with all the malice of a testator, encourages
these surmises. "I have no one," he says, "to leave my
money to, but my companions." And this question of
money has much to do with Gourgaud's furious jealousies.
He is always mounting on a pinnacle whence he declares
that he will take nothing from the Emperor; but he is
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~nftc. to soot
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to try

life ad been I
bel:l.ranC8, b t e rise fro the

eth the convictio that e
patiently eth irritating an tte dant. m

ea e mo ed to openly of the de parity
o their bu e e Gourga; d of e " chagrin."

upon im eth etic truth :
rrow, yo r nd I! What sorro

! t things to rep oach If
You t y rate have othing to regret." nd

in:. "Do you uppose that when I w e at night
:ve not bad momen -when I think of what I w

d w t I ?"
On another occasion Napoleon proposes a remedy, or

tive, for Gourgaud's ill-humour-urdque perhaps
ong mo and intellectual prescriptions. He sugges
t the General shall. set himself to tra.nsIa.te the
nual Register into French: " You should translate

the Annual ~gister, it would give you an immense
reputation. To which the hapless Gourgaud replies:
" ire, t e journal has no doubt merits, but-" and 80

dep tea. the. glorious tas . This seems to us one of
the fe humorous incidents in the annals of the captivity

etimes the Emperor builds castles in the air to
e u1ky follower. In England, "where we shall

year," he will find a bride in the city for
d with a fortune of, say, £30,000: he will visit

the p y ~uple and enjoy fox-hunting. For the
eta of the. Emperor constantly turn to a suitable

m eage for Gourgaud: sometimes English, sometimes
50



adeq tejf\"OP.JlLn, but

o 0 t· book i, e t, t e fo-
ong-suffering of poIson. The in tan
petUJaD100 and insolence are innumer hI .
mpe or or him to copy a letter
· grie anoo ,which 88 to be Iaunc
ture of ontholon. "I am not the

of de ontholon," replies Gourgaud. Tb,
.EJJtlPEtro truly ys that he· wanting in respect, an

the grace to ac edge that he is uneasy
• ht. The hen Cases goes, the E peror

letter too arm for Gourgaud'
ted by ourgaud's eritic· m and sulks, Napoleo .

sign ·t" otre devoue." Then Gourgaud breaks out.
The Emperor invites him to play ches , and 88 why
he· 80 0 t of tempe. "ire, I have one great
fa t, too much attached to your je ty; I am
not i .' but I feel bound to y that this letter
is not ort y of you. Good God! I see that my poor
father too honest a man. He brought me up
m ch trict princ·ples of honour and virtue.
know 0 tha one should never tell the truth to

d that flatterers and schemers are those
wi them. Your Majesty will come to

some day what a hypocrite is· this man."
po son plies, half wearily, half pathetically, "What

do you mean? that be betrays me? After· all, Berthier,
:Marmont, and the rest on whom I have heaped benefl
ha e done It. Mankind must be very bad to be
bad consider it."

Thi scene rankles, and leaves Gourgaud for a long
time in so diabolical a mood that the Emperor is forced
from m re weariness of these outbursts of tempe
to confine himself to his room. When Gourgaud he&1'8
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. But one

to pport the ·t
o 10 to die at t elena."

,me ly se for Bertrand a more allreetable
Impam-OD_ On yet· another day the Emperor groans,

t earine s! What a cross!" Gourgaud is t
Y -th hi uperior compassion_ "It pai

e Go rgaud, to see the man ho command
6U,1'01)8 brought to t - " But on this occasion he eeps

-ty for m -ournaL
- credible to us -th our preco • ad

poleon, and our busin s is eth him,
YnR.K"H· t q otations to ho the in t

n anno~ nees to mch he 88 e posed on
of hi 0 friends, and the une pected ent e-
patie ee ·th which he bore them..

e co paneo. indeed, were not of very much eom­
fort to him; Hart d as much a rbed by his wife;

o thO 0 neither very able nor very t orthy;
Las Case who w an adroit and intelligent er,

88 a firebrand to the jealousies of the others; Gour-
ga aJmo t intolerable. apoleon had to make
the of them, to soothe them, to cheer them, to

to Madame de Bertrand and to make presents
to e de on holon, to try and put Gourgaud to
some mathematical and historical ork which wo d
oec y his mind. Or else the Emperor trie almost
h by to put Gourgaud into a better humour.

ee before the final crisis he comes beside his sulky
folIo er, and, this last admits, exerts himself to be
agreeab e. He pe ches his ear--the well-known sign of
his action and good humour. "Why are you 80 ?
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"

eat Britain, an
houldbe e -

t spirit did our Government
e . h," write Lord Live

ter, Lo Castlereag, Foreign ecre
t t e King of ca ouId hang or

e t termination 0 t e b,USJ·netlS
r e put it to E on :

en re ert either his 0" •

subj t, or e had no chalrac'ter
" e pedition an outla

,UD1&1U" generis." The option, "t p
If, ap t y to Lord Liverpool at that time.

apoleon' might either be handed to
a u ·ect to be treated &8 a rebel, or mi t
o "de tbe pale f humanity and treated
gain he writes regretfully to Castlereagh that

"if " ". e 0 ance does not feel himself
ciently stro g to t him &8 a rebel, e are r t
take uno Ives the custody of his person," and
forth. ho in fairness be said that the Governmen
in tter represented a great mass, perhaps the
majority, 0 t nation. The English people had
fighting apo eon for a re of years, their sacrift
had been tremendous, hardly a home in Britai
escaped SC8 ele . Tb· resentment, the steadfast e ­
mity hic had carried th thro gb, their ex tation
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im "le"
a sol tio
become f

po "oy, 00 d
y 0 t t

from.the Frenc coast there
WEl-&Sil['ea French colonel ho had 'been poleo"

tions that enclosed Danae. could h e
" e ation and soHcitation to so pui t

eighbour. apoleon had been the genius of un t
ope; the tradition and sociation would h :ve

"n "th Col el uiron, ho e:ver re pectable an
"ca that 0 cer might be. And Napoleon,
blot .the truth at t Helena" the

"ttle e" He j t rece" ed a
a great chan of opinion "

e , "were e b in Eng d."
e 0 d ha:ve been t ocent sub" of

all 0 0 1 al q tions, which would ve torm ted
the Government. ' " was, Admiral Lord Keith
c round. 0 fleet through an entire day by
a lawy "th a et, on account of/Napoleon.

LastI ,and e suspect that this weighed most "th
our e, he oul have become the centre of much
sym thy and even · tion in England itself. For
G t ritain, though victorious, was by no means con-
ten en we rec II her internal history from
Wate till apolson's death, we can well understand
that t e ce "thin her United Kingdoms of t e
trium child of the Revolution would not have
been co "dered by the Tory Ministry &8 a stre
or pport to their Go ernment. "You know enough,"
wri Liverpool to Castlereagh, " of the fee" of
people in co try not t6 doubt that he ould
become an object of c "oeity immediately, and possibly
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"'-Il....·A.&ent of Europe he could only h e
In som countries he would h

in othe he could rcely
o ination. In he nited

o d :ve been outside the control of tho
hieb had the greate t inter t in his re-
d, in a region here a had em

loon 0 d ha e at
Indeed, he ly ·t

he lived there he wo d not :ve con1ln
· e Joseph to building and planting, b
et· found a tate. ontholo :v

, the crown of exico 0 e
elena; but this e take for

. U er the e circumstances, howe:ver, it
to select t Helena 88 a proper •den

180 The Con at Vienna, in 814:- 5, h
the· eye on the i d a po ible prison for

the 80 ere· of Elba. It was reputed to be
tropical paradise; it was remote; it possessed, ·d
Lord • erpool, a :very fine re idence which Napoleon
might· bit ;-88 he might, no doubt, had not Lord
Li:verpoo nt inst ctions that he was on no aooo t
to do o. The Duke of Wellington, too, thought the
climate charming, but then he had not to go there;
and he ·e ed the future of Napoleon with a robust
philoBO hy, unmingled ·th any su p·cion of altru·

63





civilly" t· the
main. " be·a e

e er read Lord Ch rfleld," he re-
· de·eate irony w not I t on apoleon'

om q ·ck to retort ·th nA.......n

e might have add that theA~
If ha e read Lord Che terfleld with any

at1ieuti·lOn, as t e practice of itting 0 er e is
• O8Op er especially reprobates. "It is

the dmiral," he· till inclined to act t e
oecasionally, but I eannot allo it." Pursuing

of discipline, he no ,a few days later, "I
ee uch of General Buonaparte throughout

, 0 • g to his appearing incliMd to try to
.•proper CO'1&8eqwmce, I &8 purposel
1y distant with him." A lion - tamer

ere truly f r removed from the days 0

~,nilUll and that captive sovereign of France
he t e guardian.

o tehen , the French Commission , whose
to the proper treatment of apoleon ere 0

the 0 t ustere character, thinks that Cookburn
baved 0 e ha too ea &lierly to the c ptive. He quotes

apol ¥ing: "Let them put me in chain if they
like, t let them at least treat me ·th the oonsida ­
tion t t i due to me."

Coo burn, from his vantage-point of native chivalry,
eonside the" nature "of apoloon &8 " not very
po • hed," but that he is &8 civil &8 his "nature seems
cap be of." 80 that the Admiral, on Napoleon's birth­
day, un n so f as to drink. his health, "which
civility he seemed to appreciate." Later again, Sir
~eorge states, with a proper appreciation of their
relati e tatio in life, "I am always ready to meet
him hen he appears to conduct himself with
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t e
passed t,J1l'CMl8~b

· tine -
t

et-on in
but im e

o t, 11"-n-TaD18

tact or ym th.
Fo yth," not pre'potssesstn

.dgilDe1nt of favo~ be frien _
t see- g him, ,,- t t of a h~ Ba

caught in a trap." On another occasion, with eve
te bittem , he compared the aspect 0 the

o to that of t Helena. Lady Granville, ho
o years after he had left t Helen&, 8&-d

e bad the countenance of a devil. e are afraid
e add that he w not hat e should ca1l, •

t e best S8 e, a gentleman.* But a Government meh
- ed apoloon to be hanged or hot was not
to select any person of large or generous ture

tch over the remainder of hi life; nor, ind ,
e 80 ht one, were t ey likely to secure one for ne

t_ Lo e, ho e er, a pecially ill choice, fo
on external to himself. He had co d t e

ter cott seems long ago to have arrived t this conclusion•
.. Letters," 11. D.
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ge , regiment of apoleon' bjects d

tryme in arms against France, and, there­
th t 0 ere·gn' point of e, regiment of

d This made him peculiarly ob-
to the Corsiean Emperor, who as not sparing

ts 0 the ubject. or w it any advantage to
e ·ven from Capri by General Lamarque.

y ,tho h we believe his intent·0

d though he had just married a charming
t ould have guided him, he e er

ring this :e do not rely on our own impres-
o one. The verdict of history i almost uniformly

unf vo e have met with only two writers who
gi e a fa ourable account of Lo e, besides hi oftlcial
dele e • One is Henry, a military urgeon quartered
at tea ·end and guest of Lo e, ho gives,
by- ye, an admirable description of the reception
of • ent by apoleon. Henry, thro hout his
two olum has a loyal and catholic de otion to
all British governors, which doe not exclude Lowe.

e. of Sir Hudson as a much-maligned man,
though he mite that his first impressions of the
Governor's ppearance were unfavourable, d alludes
to ine of temper, uncourteousness of demean-
our, everity of measures with hich Lowe
credited. All these are counterbalanced in the author's
mind -by the talent which the Governor "e erted
in elling the intricate plotting constantly going
on at Longwood, and the firmness in tearing it to
pieces, with the unceasing vigilance," and so forth. 0

one deDi the .gilance; but we have no evidence of
plo -at ngwood -more dangerous than the muggling
of -letters. The testimony, therefore, does not seem very
valuable, but let it stand for what it is worth. The
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• See, too,' a more 81111lDlarY judgment of WE.uiIllgkm"8 in "Oree-
'Ye" emoirs," I. 280.
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~u.a&&&~CllI.& on the

lm
serving the e ernm,e t,

'~'&UD to have n heartil110yal to the Governor.
ot pre ent the Governor quarrellin

calm fo as we have seen, that the .
aded by t e Governor's pies, that Lo e

ot treat him as a gentleman, that Lowe cross-questio
bout • co ersations with poleon in a ·rit

orthy s p.cion. They parted on the cool
0_0-'....... if on any te t alL

e Co ••oner were hostile to apoleon, d
·0 to be el ·th La e. But this w im

nMman , ontehenu, t e. most lavo
yet writes: "I should not be surprised to hear 0: T
t t hi little head has succumbed under the enormous
we· ht of the defence of an inaccessible rook, protected
by land and sea forces.... Ab! What a man! I
am convine that °th every possible search ODe could
not discover t e like of hitn."

turmer, the triaD, says that it ould have been
im ·ble to make a worse choice. It would be ditlicult
to d a man more awkward, extravagant, or disagl1'&
able. "I kno not by what fatality Sir Hudson Lo e
al :y8 ends by quarrelling with everybody. 0 er·
whe ed wi the weight of his respons bilities, he

A-z:IoB1ftm and worrie himself unceasingly, and feel
o everybody else." . Again he writes 0

Lo e: "He es himself odious. The EngHsh dread
him and fly from him, the French laugh. at him., e
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Co • .Q e co p
that he· half crazy."

gu t of Lo ,
BWID-C:l&1JlIlhter. But he ne er cea888

o cial. "The Governor •
tro blesome and UDlre&80llaab,l.

he he y "Lo e can et on with po
and sees eve here not . g but t and itors."
Lowe, indeed, did not love the Commi •oners, as repre­
senting an authority other t n h· own. He uld
r • ent when they spoke to him. He as incon­
ceivably: rude to th ID. But that in ·tself seems no
proof of his fitness for his post.

One of his freaks with reg rd to the Commissione i
too q ·nt to be omitted. He ins ted n addressing
them in English. Montchenu, who aid not undel"8tand a

ord of the language, complained. Whereupon Lowe,
o wrote French with facility, offered to correspon

in Latin, the diplomatic language of the sixteenth
cent

"The duty of detaining apoleon's person," said
tt, ".. . required a man of that e traordinary

flrmness of mind, who should never yield for one
instant his judgment to his feelings, and should be
able at once to detect and reply to aD such false argu­
me might be used to deter him from the downright
and manful discharge of his office. B~t then, there ought
to have been combined with those rare qualities a calm­
!le temper almost equally rare, and generosity of
mind, which, confident in its own honour and integrity,
could look with serenity and compassion upon the daily

d hourly effects of the maddening causes, hich
tortured into a state of constant and unendurable
irritability the extraordin$ry. being s1Jbjected to their
in1luence." This rather pompous and wordy definition
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does certainly Dot apply to Lowe. He w in truth,
tormented by a sort of monomania of plots and escapes:
he 88, if e may coin an English equivalent for a
useful and untra.nslatable French word, meticulous
almost to madness: he was tactless to a degree almost
incredib e. e believe that e can produce from the
pages of his own ponderous biographer sutBcient examples
of his aracter and of his unfitnes for a post of dis­
crimination and delicacy.

ontholon offers Montehenu a few beans to plant,
both white and green. To the ordinary mind this seems
commonplace and utilitarian enough. But the Governor's
was not an ordinary mind. He scents a plot: he 8Uspects
in these innocent vegetables an allusion to the white
flag of the urbons, and the green uniform usually
worn by Napoleon. He writes gravely to Bathurst:
.. Whether the haricots blanes and haricots verts bear
any reference to the drapeau blanc of the Bourbons, and
the habit vert of General Bonaparte himself, and the
livery of his servants at Longwood, I am unable to say;
but the Marquis de Montehenu, it appears to me, would
have acted with more propriety if he had declined re­
ceiving either, or limited himself to a demand for the
white alone." .. Sir H. Lowe," says Forsyth, .. thought
the matter of some importance, and again alluded to
it in another letter to Lord Bathurst." Even Forsyth
cuts a little joke.

Take another example. -A young Corsican priest is
sent out to the exile. He is, like all the rest, much and
necessarily bored - all the more since, as Lowe reports
on the authority of Montholon, he could neither read
nor write when he arrived in St Helena; an obvious
exaggeration, which points, however, to- a lack of intel­
lectual resource. 80 he determines to try and ride,
and he is naturally shy about being seen making

73
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~alpOJ."On' t 0 gh

ete pero'
" to the Gove or,

&DI»antnt ttem t to
1I__;"i'WP'8 t
nn1.......nt t

t day t
o t" incident by Lowe"
account"t s co "de ble.

eD "de of a 70 g
attAnnpt to pe te the

o the eftect
" d in which picion has become

d's children go to b t
boy, on seeing a portrait of VI
" est ce gras pouf P"· On being to he

-"• "C' t un grand coquin" ; while siste
Horte displays a not unnatural aversio to e hite
coo t e bolof the party, -hich had ruined er

d condemned her father to death. The art!
ttle of these babes is categorically recorded bY' the

conscientious Governor for the instruet"on of the
etarY of State.

.D&lIIUu"n records an 0 rvation of Lowe, " t
train of exaggerateon, w ich depie the

o eara," says the Governor, "has committed un­
pardonable faults. He informed the people there" (at
Longwood) "of what was going on in the town, in the

try, on board the ships; he went in search of e
them, and paid base court to t em. Then he gave

glish an, on behalf of apoleon, and tI"
snuff-box! What infamy! . And is it not disgraceful of
this grandisBime emperor thus to break the regulation ."
This" not burlesque; it" serious.
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beCome crazy·t
t t he an ob·act

t e nc nd to his coll »

pti e re1l18·ned the ca tre of admiration a d
. t e main, ter of t e it tio. e
. y about Lo ood, if unable to

o g apoleon ref ed to receive him.
m(leed. only • inte . s in all, and those e
e first three months of his terttl of om .
y ve yea before apoleon's death they er

Ixoll&Dged a word.
th regard to thi qu tion of interviews, apoleon

i nal enough. Lo e was antipathetic to •
as hi gaoler. Conseq ently, poleon

• tempe ou~eo ly hen they met, h' ..a­
tion for which the Emperor sutfered afterwar ,and

ch e therefore anxiou to avoid. Four day
before t eir last terrible conversation of August 18, 18 6,

po eon says, 'th perfect good sense and • ht feel­
ing, that he doe not ·sh to see the Go ernor, becl18WI8

when they meet he says things which compromise his
c raeter and dignity. On the 18th Lowe com to
Longwood. apoleon escapes, but Lowe insists on

ing him, d the re ult fully justi1l apoleon's
apprehension and self-distrust. As soon as it is over,
N poleon returns to his former frame of mind, and

te Iy grats having received the Governor, for the
reasons he -gave before, and determines to soo him no
more-a resolution to which he fortunately adhered.

nd yet, with all this mania of suspicion, it is curious
to note that Lo e was unable to watch over thoSe 0

his 0 household. Bahnain was convinced, and brings
instances to prove, that all that passed at Governmen
House promptly kno n at Longwood - pe haps
through Lady Lowe's French maid.
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ent or pen ·on. Wed not kno
have been. but we thin t t he w
e p oye .

e 0 ears's
opport ·ty. e detenrnin
i di te • character.

d ·ndal, 0 bade
passages in t e boo
c ·minal information.
"from the peculiar art

eeL" • • . "Trut an ,
" ere 0 artfully blen ed ther· the book, that he
ound it e tremely . c t to d y em in unq •

fled er." H found it indeed difficult that he
too long about it. 0' eara p blished his boo in
July 1822. It was not till the latte end of Hilary Term
1823 that Lowe's counsel appeared in court to move for
the criminal information. The judges held that the
ap •cation w made too late. He ad to pay . own

and his character remained unvindicated. or did
e attempt any further efforts to clear himself, but, in

the words of hi admiring biographer, "he earied the
Government with applications for redress, when he had,
in fact, in his own hands the amplest meaus of vindicat­
ing his own character." These" ample m " apparently
lurked in an enormous mass of papers, entrusted first to
ir Harris icolas, and then to Hr Forsyth.

And when at length the vindication appeared, Sir
H dson' ill-fortune did not, in our judgment, forsake
him. He himself had been dead nine years when the
et Captivity of Napoleon at St Helena," by Forsyth, as
p blished to clear his sore and neglected memory. It
is in three massive volumes, and represents the in­
digesti l~ digest .of Sir Hudson Lowe's pape ,extracted
by that respectable author whom, in allusion to a fo er
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Ta

e -tably raises othe
-e anoes of ·0

the 0 t 0 po -b- -ty
tly attac • g to the Gove

ev y ran er three heads:
re to title, to finance, and to custody_ Of
the q estion of title is by far the oat important, for
it not merely the source 0 he troubles of the
capti ty, but it operated an aim t absolute to
iD rcourse and as an absolute veto on what might

e been an amicable disc ion of other grievances_
e have set forth at length the ill-advised note in

hich Lowe asked Napoleon to dinner. It as, in any
ease, a silly thing to do, but the Governor must ha e

own that there w one phrase in it which ould
P.APt&1-1tll'y pre ent Napoleon noticing it; for in -t he

styled " General. Bonaparte." apa eon regarded
an affront. When he had ftrst landed on the

1818~a. Coo burn had. sent him an invitation to a
d1I'801*l to "General Bonaparte." On recei -ng it, through
KA1-t.ft1md, Napol on had remarked to the Grand rshal,

card to General Bonaparte; the last h
was at the Pyramids and ount Tabor."

t, as a rule, he did not treat this matter 80 lightly.
It not, e - that he cared partic r y for the
title of Emperor, but that hen his - t to it was
c enged, he was bound to maintai cannot
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e it

on shipboard, &8 we have seen,
lD8.Qtrll1I'&ted thi lemn farce. And 80 n
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ded he th
en ioned e ro

to ac 0 ledg t e rooE'
y rday' te, by
to exp to yo t t

.l!iDlPE.r1or being ac y
n possessing c dignity

come hitbe ·th me 'in t
ith ard to yo rself, and the ot er oftiee

di tinction who ha e aceo panied ou ere," and 0 he
p apoleo one of t I Coo burn cam·
pI 7 sentbJ the eo ee to th t, ·th
note in hich of " e Bonaparte (if by
the 'Emperor' he meant to d ignate that Pe )."

too ,much even for Forsyth.
e carried on this puerile eetation with se
elity. :U;obhouse sent hi boo on the H

s to apoleon, writing ins·de· "Imperatori apo­
." This, though the inscription after all in stric

t "To General apoleon," the conscientious La e
ue trated. And on this occasion he laid down a

principle. He had allowed letters directed under the
im rial title to reach Napoleonfromhis relation or
his former s bjects, "but this was from an English
pe. n." .The Hon. John Elphinstone, who was grateful
for ~ntions paid to a wounded brother at Qua,tre
Bras, sent him some chessmen from China. Lowe made
diftic ties about forwarding these because they bore

d a crown. We feel tempted to k if Napoleon~

linen, marked as it was with the objectionable ciphe ,
88 .admitted to the honours of the island laundry.

t- ould be easy to. multiply instances of Lo e's
childishness in this respect: but we will add only one
more. Three weeks before his death the ick captive
sellt Coxe's "Lif~ of Marlborough," as a to en of good·
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, to the oftlce of the mth gi ent.

natur y weloo the Life of the greate t of Eng· ,
·ven by the t of Fre c general. t

rec on witho t their Governor. On the ti,Qe-INIIrIl8'
e e ·t the ords" l'Empereur poloon."

not, ·t · ·eved, in apoleon's handwriting. Lo
on thi· ription being torn out. To

la • n the 0 car ould not consent. So the boo
sent to g d for the supreme decision of the
of or: Commander-in-Chief. The Duke return
to the r ·ment with the sensible remar that"
a gift from apoleon to a British regiment was 08

gratifying to him.- What must Lo e h ve felt in
di co ring uch heresy in high places, and on eing
the mpe or mentioned under the e comm •ca
name by a British prince P

humiliating to be obliged to add that this tti-
n survi ed e en apoleon himself. the Emperor'
co -plate his followers desired to place the' simp e
inscription" apoleon," with the date nd place of his
birth and death Sir Hudson refused to nction this,
un! " Bonaparte" were added. But the Em or'
suite. fe t themselves unable to agree to the style
the· ter had declined to accept. So here w 0

n me on the coffin. It seems incredible, but it is true..
at are the grounds on which the British Go ern­

ment took up so unchivalrous and undignified an
a titude P They are paraded by Scott with the e
apologetic melancholy with which his own Caleb Balder­
stone sets forth the supper of the :Master of Ravenswood.
They appear to be as follows :-

(1) "There could be no reason why Britain, in com­
passion courtesy, should give to her prisoner a title
which she had refused to him dB jure, even whfie he
wielded the mpire of France de facto." .
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t "e cause. • . lay a great deal deeper," say
t•.•. "Once ackno ledged as Emperor, it followed,

e04l1n18, that he was to be treated as such in every
anilCU:l&r~, d th it ould have become impossible 'to

such regulations as were' absolutely demanded
for· e custody." Shallow indeed must the Govern­
ment ha e been that deemed this reason "deep." For,
to any uch pre ion on the part of Napoleon, it need
only ha e opposed precedents, if indeed. precedents were
necessary, from hi own reign; though 0

judgment it ould ha e been true, as well as com-
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, to that th c cumsta:
rece ented the priso e~

the peace and security of the unive e itself required
i ental condition the i p. 0 t of a ingle
indi · ual.

But for a Go e .ment w •ch 10 ed precedents it
ould ha e been· sufficient to aJIege case of King
ardi nd of Spain, interned at alenc;ay in the strie t

custody. apoleon might indeed a e rejoined that he
did not recognise Ferdinan as King, though he
by the abdication of hi ather, by the ackno ledgment
of the paniards, and by heredital'y right. But apoleon's
rajo· der would only have · ted our Government,

ho would have pointed out that neither had they
• d him.

was, however, a higher precedent yet. There
overe gn whose pretensions soar above Empire,

o i as much above terrestria thrones, dominations,
and powe ,as these in their t are above eir sub­
jee • The Pope asserts an authority short only, if it

short, of the Divine government of the world. He
lat to be the Vicegerent and Rep esentative of God

on earth, the disposer and deposer of croWDS. apoleon
ted that he was an anointed Sovereign; it was the

Pope who anointed him. Yet this very Superintendent
and Source of Sovereignty was, without being deprived
of his sublime character, put into captivity by apoleon,
Dot as Napoleon was· confined, but almost as malefactors
are impri oned. There was no idle discttssion then of
, irreverence to the person of a crowned head," nor, on
the· other hand, of denial of the dignity of the Papacy.
The wearer of the triple crown was· placed under lock
and key by Napoleon becau e it suited his purpose; just
as Napoleon was kept in custody for the convenience and
ecurity of the Coalition.
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We thin , then, that apoleon bad given 'convincing
roof that he did not hold that it was i ossib e to im­

prison a crowned head, or impossible to keep a cra ned
head in cu tody without sanctioning "his claim. to the
immunitie belonging to that title," and that he could
have opposed no argument on that point which even
our Government could not have controverted with ease.

But, says ir WaIter, "if he was acknowledged' as
Emperor of France, of what country was Louis X Ill.
King?" This, indeed, is Caleb's "hinder end of the
mutton ham" with a ve goonee.

In the first place, apoleon never at any time· was
styled Emperor of France, nor did he now wish to be
called anything but the Emperor Napoleon~ . No one
could deem that that title would affect the actual
occupant of the throne of France; there W88 n .terri­
to· designation implied; it might be 88 Emperor of
Elba that the style was accorded.

Bu secondly, no more preposterous argument could
be used by a British Ministry. They represented the
only Goverilment that had really committed· the offence
which they now pretended to apprehend. For more than
forty years their reigning Sovereign had indeed styled
himself Ki g of Fra ce, though the fifteenth and six­
teenth Lo • had been occupying the actual-throne and
kingdom of France for three-fourths of the time. or
thirty-three years of this period-till 1793-the:re had
been simultaneously two Kings of France, of whom the
King. of Britain was the groundless aggressor and :pre­
tender. The British title of King of France had been
dropped under Napoleon's consulate (when the Union
with Ireland necessitated a new style), possibly not
without the desire of conciliating him. But the par­
ticular obJection tated by Scott in the text caIIie with
a particularly bad grace from the Ministers of George
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e of ignominy and broken faith, but neither
leon. The applicatio on his behalf for

_:VDlleut of the subsidy when due was not even
by the French Government. Napoleon at

de fled no less than ten capital and obvious
'each. of · treaty committed by the Allies. So

opponent of the Emperor as Lafayette de-
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divest h- of his blood or his birth. Moreover, Charl f S

wish was to be a monk; he had quitted th· earth; his
gaze as fixed cm heaven; he had lost the whole orld
to gain 0 soul.'B t to th second son of a
Co· wyer ·th a large' f mlly and lender m

same remark does not apply, Dd the same reflection
would not occur. The habits and feelings of vereignty

ere more essential and precious to him, who had ae­
quired them by gigantic effort, than to those who in­
herited them without question or trouble. He carried
his idiosyncrasy to a degree which they would have
thought absurd. The title of Emperor of Elba
in itself burlesque. The- Grand arshal in his hut at
St Hel transcends· the characters who mum to
Offenbach' music. Princes bom in the purple would
have seen this, and shrunk from the ridicul~ which such

ociatioDB mjght cast on the sacred attributes of
su tantial sovereignty. But to Napoleon the title of
Emperor represented the crpwn and summit of his
dazzling career, and he declined to drop it at the bid­
ding of a foreign enemy. .

If this were all to be said for him it would be little.
This, h()wever, is but a small part of the argument.

apoleon took broader and higher ground. He con­
sidered, and, we think, justly, that the denial of
the title Emperor was a slight on the French nation,
a contemptuous denial of their -right to choose their
own sovereign, an attempt to ignore many y
of glorious French history, a resol e to obliterate
the splendid decade of his reign. If he were not
Emperor, he said, no more was he General Bonaparte;
for the French nation had the same right to make him
Sovereign that they had to make him GeneraL If he
had no right to the one title, he had no right to th
other. We think that, in asserting the title as a ques-
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~on of the 80vereign right and • dependence of the
French. people, he was standing on firm ground.

But, in truth, his pos·tion is not firm, it is impreg­
nable. Scott d otes an ill-advised page to asking why
Napoleon,. who had"wished to settle in England incognito.
like Louis XVIII., who lived there as Count of Lille,
did not condescend to live incognito at St Helen&. " It
seems," say Sir WaIter contemptuously, "that Napoleon
... considered this vailing of his dignity as too great
a concession on his part to be granted to the Governor
of t Helens." This is an amazing sentence, when we
remember Soott's advantages; " the correspondence of
ir Hudson Lowe with His Majesty's Government hav­

ing been opened to our researches by the liberality of
Lord Bathurst, late Secretary of State for the Colonial
department." The fact is, of course, that Napoleon de­
liber tely and formally in September or October 1816
(when he referred to a similar offer made through
KonthoIon to Cockburn eight months before) proposed
to 8S8ume the name of Colonel Muiron or of Baron
Duroc. This was in reply to a note from Lowe to
O'M:eara of October 3, in which the Governor says: "If
he (Napoleon) wishes to assume a feigned name why
does he not propose one?" Napoleon took him. at his

ord, and 80 put him eternally in the wrong. The
negotiation was carried on through O'Meara, and
lasted some weeks. Once or twice the high eontracting
parties appeared to be on the point of agreement.
but e have no doubt that Sir Hudson wished to
gain time to refer to his Government. Lowe, according
to MQntholon, suggested the title of Count of Lyons,
which Napoleon rejected. "I can," he said, "borrow the
name of a friend, but I cannot disguise myself under a
feudal title." This seems sensible enough, b~t he had
a be~r reason stilL This very title had been discussed
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by the e iles on their ftrstarrival at t Helena, and
Napoleon bad appeared not averse to it; till Gourgaud
had objected that it would be ridiculous, as the Canons
of Lyon Cathedral were Co nts of Lyons, and that the
Emperor could not assume an ecclesiastical incognito.
This was thought to be conclu ·ve. Meanwhile, the
Governor was referring the que tion home. We do not
know in what terms,. for ·t is characteristic of Forsyth's
murky compilation that he· only prints Bathurst's reply.
That reply is, indeed, amazing. apoleon had offer
a imple and innocent means of getting rid of what
was not merely. a perpetual irritation, but an absolute
barrier to communication: for the Governor ignored all
papers in which the imperial title occurred, and Napoleon
ignored all others. "On the subject," says Bathurst,
"of General Bonaparte's proposition I shall probably not
give you any instruction. It appears harsh to refuse it,
and there may arise much embarrassment in formally
accepting it."
.. We cannot conjecture the nature of the embarrass­
ment apprehended by our Colonial Secretary. Forsyth,
however, has been so fortunate, from the resources at
his command, as to divine the Minister's meaning. The
asSumption of an incognito is, it appears, the privilege
of monarchs, and not even thus indirectly could the
British Government concede to Napoleon the privilege
of a monarch. This particular privilege is shared by the
travelling public, and even by the criminal population,
who make most use of it. It would be as sagacious to
refuse to a country squire the right to be addressed as
" Sir" by his gamekeeper, because princes are so addressed,
as to deny an assumed name to Napoleon because
sovereigns and others use one when they voyage as
private individuals. So we are still in the dark, more
especially as it was Lowe who invited Napoleon to
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avail himself of this "privilege." But Napoleon had
thus done his best: he could do no more: the blame
and ponsibility for all further embarrassment about
title must remain not with him, not even with La e,
but with the Ministers of George IV.

Lowe, by-the-bye, had: made a characteristically tact­
less suggestion of his own to solve the difficulty. He
proposed to give apoleon" the title of Excellency,
due to a Field Marshal." This judicious effort having
failed, he himself cut the Gordian knot, dropped the
"General," substituted "Napoleon," and called ·the
Emperor " apoleon Bonaparte," as it were " John
Robinson."

95



o

fro t qu
compelled to dilate, beC81lE1e

• to e qu tion of flna
it· t e ost squalid 0 t e

trea ore b ·elly, ·t
e q ·on of title eve g 0

or 0 Government may have held that if
to be treated as an aMi ted monarch, he

be h to require an e lve establishment.
the had been costly, and the p .

The most expensive luxury
as £12,000 a year.

ousehold, 6fty-one pe ons in all, ere to c
What more he required he might provide or

If. The real cost seems to have been £ or
,000 a year, though Lowe admits that a eo 's

own ants were very limited. But everything 0

d scarce and dear, " Lo e
agant priee," and Lo e po. out t

t's limit w impos ible. The Governor DJ.&gD&Ili-
o y m· the capt·ve to an equality with· If.
e fix the alIo ance at £12,000; and eventua. there

ther more latitude. It is only fair to say that
Lo e as, in t • matter, less ungenerous than Bathurst,

• 0 cial chie .
ut, in the meantime, much had happened. Lo

as ered by Bathurst to cut down t e expe of
t -one people, in e dearest place· the

96



E 0

whe e ery even of food,
else here, to
to the house-

ne d m t. apoleon see
the matter, at this tage, with

e .d, "Let him do as he pleases.
80 long he doe not speak to me about it, but leaves
me one." Even Sir W alter ott regre that La e'
triet of duty i pelled him to addre the

ro bout uch matte . " e could wi h," he ~,

"that e Governor had a oided entering upon the sub­
·act of the expenses of his detention with apoleon in

De" The Emperor put the point tersely enough. "
JWu·Cbande ignominieusement notre existence," he said.

d when Bertrand for a duplicate • t of sup-
to the Emperor, &8 a check on the 881w-vlll.n1~.a

ter reproves him. "Why take the English into
ur contldence about our household affairs P Europe

·ta g fixed on us: the Governor will kno it _
~e French nation will be altogether disgraced." At the

e time apoleon did not disdain, &8 he had not
h 0 the throne disdained, to send for his te rd

and go • to his accounts. He tried to make and did
make ome reductions, but he could not discuss these
ho ho d deta· with his gaoler.

Then La e writes again, and apoleon, visiting the
table of his household, finds scarcely enough to eat.
rests only on the authority of Las Cases, but it· not
improbable that the authorities of the kitchen may
bve made & practical demonstration against the new
eeonomi . However that may be, Napoleon orders his
silver to be broken up and sold. ontholon pleads in
vain, and partially disobeys. Three lots of silver are
sold at a tariff fixed by Lowe. Montholon the
Empe~or's dinner served on common pottery. apoleon
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tiSJ]l&1Iled

a d ~et as boy he al
after n thing but •
inf hen ontholon
ence, and resto uninj

d . deed t
Lo e. e elXDreE!l8e«r
w vi ntly & •d of the blam
might 1;ning on him. At any rate,
master of the field, and the
abo t 0 eYe The who pr<)(l8e4l1iD:st
comedy. poleon had DO n

e had a pie funds in ~ ·8, d p e
t H.ele And .yet e cannot bla e

h • t British Gov mm tint·
we ~ scarcely hold that the Government as the
right. Be had no weapons to fight with, and all that he.
could do was in some way or other to appeal to t

orld at large. This he did by breaking up · late.
It w a fact t t must be known to every inhab· t
ot the . land: it could not be suppressed by Lowe: th
it ust soon be pQ.blic property in Europe. He
he was, he won the battle, and we cannot refrain from a
kind of admiration, both at the result and the meagre­
n~ of his means. Later on he attempted the same effect
on a 8 er scale. Fuel was hort at La ood, and

a.poleon ordered Noverraz, his servant, to b p his
bed and burn it. This, we are told, produced a great
effect ong the "yamstocks ". (for 80 were the in­
habitants of St lIelena. nicknamed), Cl and the tyranny of
the Governor," Gourgaud gravely adds, ". at its la t
gasp."

Theatrical strokes were, of course, by no means
un£ .. r to him. Like all great men, he was a man of
high • gination, and this imagination made him keen y
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play th om fri d • a bother
at a t· e. He tudied hi co tum
s er of these :tte day. He 'Urnn lit

placed·n particular part of the ranks
·ographi bad supplied to him,
them with the lmo ledge of t eir rvi

.atertternt·1eh declares that the announceme t of
prepared ·th · ilar care. umours 0

e sedulously spread: the Mini ters ppeared
d dep en, in the .dst of e ne

·ety, the t under of cannon announced a new t ·ump
• ~ e eats e e generally happy. During the

l"tJl88JaD ~~ir1.gn the are two more dubious instances:
hich at least open to criticism, the oth r
certainly caused disgust. In the midst of the

ieties of his stay at Moscow, with fire and
f e ound him, eth • ter and di te~ men ·
his retrea.~ he dictated and sent home an elaborate
for t e reo • tion of the TheAtre Fran~. This, 0

co e, to· p s his staff with the ease and detach­
ment of his mind, and France with the conviction that
the tion of the Empire was carried on m

oscow with the same universal and detailed energy
in Paris. r on, when he had to avow overwhelm­
ing calamities, he ended the ghastly record of the 29th
bulletin by the announcement that the health of the
Emperor had never been bettero He calculated that
this entence ould display ·him as the semi-di • 0ty
superior to misfo~unet and maintain France· the
faith t t after aD hi well-being was the one g
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,have -le 0 d not

ve east 0 year."
e -ght 0 t have orgiven the petty finance of

t e Government, had it not in one .gnal instance
o er-reached i If. apoleon had ked or some boo J

- Y to enable him to ·te hi memo e
ernment supplied the book "an indulgence" e

pre me not inconsistent " with the entire security of
his person," but they sent him in the bill, or rather
de d for the um. apoleon ordered Bertr d to
re to pay this without a detailed account. So on

de th the boo ere impounded by Lo
o d in London for a few h ndred pounds, 1 t

a uarter of hat had been spent in proeuring the .
e- original cost h been fourteen hundred pound,

ut apoleon add gr tly to their val e. y
o em, on olon, were covered with no
th Emperor's handwriting; almo ~ all bore traces
hi study of them; though thi as usual is an e aggera­
t-on. till, they would now be of great value and
interest. ad this as et been preserved to the nation,

e migh have been inclined to shut our eyes tc
its history and origin. The penny-unwise and pound­
foo6sh po - y of the Government lost both reputation
and result.
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gro p -of grie'VA,n~1lCI

y. The·main 0 •

, not turan •
should apoleon esca
told again. they c 08e
t t·t 87 eould t· of, nd co ve
• fortress. trange eo d 8CI~MY 001108,"

mirth, as they sa Lo e g try to
and tery to batte , to render more u·l800888t

t was already imp egoable; although, be
E lan e had avowed to Oastlereag that he

o possible prospect of escape for Napoleon but
mu.y of the garrison. evertheless he miP.WlllAJUKt

U ·0 at compound interest. Las Oases •
• tercepted letter to Lucien described them ·t

o ,and declared that the Posts estab" h
peaks were usually lost in the clouds. onte u, the

rench Oommissioner, declared th t i a dog were seen
to anywhere, at least one sentinel as plaeed on
t e spot. He is indeed copious on the subject, though
he considered his interest and re ponsibility in e matter
second only to those of Lowe himself. He details with
pathetic exactitude the precautions taken. The plain of
Longwood, where Napoleon lived, is, he tells us, separated
from the rest of the island by a frightful gully which
eompletely surrounds it and is onry crossed by narrow
ton of land not twenty feet broad, so steep that if
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po eo
o e 0

o t
- e to a

and hie
letter to" apo eon JSQlDap&lrte

otiee that the orderly otBce
,come what may, and m y any m
fit to urmount any 0 t8cle or op -t-0

t any of apoleon's "te ho may the 0

o - - g this access would be at once remo fro
Lon ood and held respon -ble for Bny re that

t occur; and that - the oftlcer not
.Na;pOJleOn y ten o'cloe in the morning e· to ente

force his way to Napoleon's room. Brave
indeed! apoloon replies throng 0 0 on
ere no qu ion for him of y ch -ca be n
and an ignominious life, and that he e ­

e fl t-implying, of course, hat he had often
t he 0 d resist the oftlcer by force. t

ha1.Plms? On September 4, Lo e com to -t draw
- tructions_ Forsyth omits Bll me tion of this

bicident,but ontholon gives the doe ents, hi
scarcely be fabricated. And e kno that there
no ult e cept th t e unhappy oftlcer at

Longwood is stimulated to fresh e ertions, an eads
a r hie life_ To such strai i he red cad fo
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i t e i recommended to e
hi eyhole. metim he is more for-
tunate, a hat hieb may contain apoleon'
h meti he peeps through a ·ndow and s
t e prisoner in his bath. On one of these oocasi

apoleon percei him, and, is uing forth, advanced
tow d the captain's hiding-place in appalling nudity.
But, a rule, the existence of this hapless officer is one
of hat hunting men would call blank days.

u April 3rd. apoleon still keeps himself concealed.
I not been able to see him since the 25th ult. ~ . .
p. 19th. I again waited on Montholon, and told him I

co not see apoleolL He appeared surprised, and
•d they had seen me...' . I· was nearly twelve hourS

on my legs thi day endeavouring to see apoleon
Ba parte before I succeeded, and I· have experienced
man uch days since I have been tationed at Long-

000. . . . pril mrd. I believe that I saw Napoleon
Bonaparte to-day in the act of tropping hi razor in
hi dressing-room." Again the hapless Captain Nicholls
reports: "I must here beg leave to state that in the
e ecution of my duty yesterday I was upon my feet
upwards 0 'ten hours, endeavouring to procure a sight
of apol Bonaparte, either in his little garden, or
at one of hi windows, but could not succeed; that
d~g the hole of this time I was exposed to the
o nation and remark of not only the French ser­
vants, but also of the gardeners and other pe ODS

employed bout Longwood House; and that I have V6t'"JI
fr~1I e perienced days of this kind since I have
been employed on thi duty."

To such a pitch had mi management reduced the
peremptory Governor and his ministerial chie s. In­
stead of "You must do this and you must do that,"
hiB officer-' has to lead the life of a tout, and an UD-
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ce on
W81~lJers from E

t ele
oorro ra the

ImJlaara.nt· that apoleon's deat
.-+n.....,. by an order coming do

c ot . e cited tee
·ch tie h t at

They ere' toni hed to know t t
ey bad no idea that he as ill.

ere there' any real attempts to get Napoleon
ay from 8t Helena P 'We doubt it. On one OOC88ion,

iYing despatches from Rio Janeiro, e
o led and even tripled the sent· descri by
ontehenu! The French Government had ind dis-

co ered a I " t and complicated plan tt to seize Per­
nambuco, where there were said to be 0000 e · ell, nd

·th this force to do something unexplained to remove
apoleon. A Colonel Latapie seems to ha e the

'credit of this vast and eompJieated are' nest.
" ubmarine vessel" - the constant bug of B ·tish
Gove ents - capable of being at the botto of e

day and of unnatural activity at night, as
being cotlstructed by ~'a smuggler of an uncommonly
·resolute character;" called Johnstone, apparently &

friend of O'Meara. But the structure of the v el
e cited suspicion, and she was conflsea before corn­
p etioD by the British 'Government. Our gx-eat Scottish
master of fiction narrates all this without ~ tige of
a smile. Another submarine v 1 W 8 g con-
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st cted 0 , it appears, th cc Sommariva' ystem," at Per­
namb co, hence most of these legends M"9 launohed.

If Maceroni can be believed, which is at the 1 t
doubtful, 0' eara, on his return from St Helena, made
preparations OD a large scale for the rescue of Napo eOD.
"The mighty powers of steam," says Maceroni, cc were
mustered to our assistance. British otBeers volunteered
to exchange out of· their regiments in Europe in order
to contrive being put on duty at St Helena. But I
C8DIlO enter into particulars." This, for obvious reasons,
we t. acaroni, however, does inform us more
specifically that this great enterprise split OD the money
ditliculty: which resolved itself 'into 'a vicious circle.
The mother of Napoleon was willing to hand over her
whole fortune in return for the accomplished rescue
of her son:' O'Meara wanted money at once for the
inception of the scheme. The plan, he said, could not
proceed without money: the money, she said, could
only be given in payment for its success. So the con­
spiracy, if it ever existed, came to an end. The family
o~ Bonaparte were by this time somewhat wary .&8

to projects of rescue, and the inseparable incident of a
demand for cash.

Forsyt happily preserves some of the indications of
plots for escape which alarmed our Government 'and
their agent at St Helena. Two silly and unintelligible
anonymous letters addressed to some merchants .in
London'; another with "an obscure allusion to St Helena,
Cracow, and Philadelphia," addressed to &, gentleman at
Cracow; news of a fast-sailing vessel being equipped
'by a person named Carpenter in Hudson's River; these
were the tidings that kept our Ministers in' an agony
of precaution. But even Forsyth breaks down in the
narrative of a .ghostly vessel which harassed' our
Governm nt, and timates that it must have been the
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li'lviftfJ Dutch'n&Q,n.," And at last the shadow of tragedy
comes to darken the farce; for, a few months before
the end, Bathurst exp~888S the belief that Napoleon is
meditating escape. The supreme escape was indeed
-mminent, for death w at hand.

On the other hand, Montholon's t imony on this
subject is direct and simple enough. ship captain
offered, according to Montholon, on two occasions, to
get apoleon off in a boat. -A. million francs was the
price-to be paid on the Emperor's r hing American
soil. Napoleon at once refused to entertain t e pro­
posal. And ontholon believes that under no circum­
stances would he have entertained it, even had a boat
'been· able to reach the only possible point, and, what
was also necessary, had the Emperor been able to con­
ceal himself a.ll day in 8 ravine, anddeseend at night
to the coast, with the risk of breaking his neck it.
hundred times over in the process.

Again, Las Oases has a plan, and Gourgaud thinks
it practicable. Napoleon" discusses the- chances of 8UC­

eeu, but distinctly declares that were they all favour­
able he would, none the les8, refuse -to have anything
to do with a project of escape."

Montholon after this makes an entry which is signi­
ficant enough. "A plan of escape," he says, "is submitted
to the Emperor. He listens without interest, and calls
for the 'Historical Dictionary:"

or, &8 we have said, do we think that Napoleon
ever entertained the idea of escaping in the garb of "a
waiter, or in a basket of dirty linen. The Russian
Government, in its memorial to the Congress of Aix-la­
Ohapelle in 1818, says that a feasible project of escape
W&S laid before the Emperor. It was to have taken
place on the evacuation of France -by the allied armies.
But the Emperor postponed it. This, ho ever, is given
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on the authority of Gourgaud, and is probably one of
the f&Dtastic legends with which that officer after his
departure from Longwood loved to tickle the irritable
credulity of Sir Hudson Lowe. Bertrand says that the
actual conditions made escape 'impossible, and e plicitly
states that apoleon never formed any such plan.

Did he indeed wish to escape P On that point we
have the $trongest doubts; though Malcolm, it is fair to
add, told Scott that escape was never out of his thoughts.
How Malcolm ascertained this, however, he omitted to
state.

Whither indeed could Napoleon fly? The United States
of North America, his original choice of a destination,
seemed the only possible refuge; and yet he ftrmly
believed that he would soon be assassinated there by
the emissaries of the restored Government in France.
'1'0 all proposals of escape he always made, according to
Montholon, this reply: "I should not," he said, "be six
months in America without being murdered by the
assassins of the Comte d'Artois. Remember Elba­
was not my assassination concerted there P But for
that brave Corsican, who had accidentally been placed
88 quartermaster of gendarmerie at Bastia, and who
warned me of the departure for Porto Ferrajo of the
garde-du-corps who afterwards confessed all to Drouot,
I was a dead man. Besides, one must always obey one's
destiny, for all is written above. Only my martyrdom
can restore the crown to my dynasty. In America I
shall only be murdered or forgotten. I prefer St
Helens." When another plan is presented to him,. he
again lays stress on the dynastic argument. "It is best
for my son that I should remain here. If he lives, my
martyrdom will restore his crown to him:'

For a man in middle life, corpulent and listless, to
attempt, under any circumstances, to leave a lonely: rock,
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garrisoned by a large military force and surrounded by
vigilant cruiBel'&t in order to reach, after a long and
perilous passage by ocean, a country where he believed
he· would be murdered, seems preposterous. And yet
these are the facts of the case. But in one respect
they are understated, as they omit the most material
fact of all.

For Napoleon was no longer what he had been. This
is not remarkable; it would have been strange had it
been otherwise. It was impossible for the human frame
to stand the constant strain on body, mind, and nerve
which he had imposed upon himself. In his cooler mo­
ments he was quite aware of this, and had himself laid
down- the law, tersely and peremptorily, for himself
and others, on this subject. "Ordener is worn out,"
he had said at Austerlitz of one of his generals. "One
has but a short time for war. I am good for another
six years, and then I shall have to stop." Strangely
enough, his judgment was exactly verified. Six years
and a month from Austerlitz. would have brought
him to 1812, to the Russian campaign, which, had he
observed his own -rule, he .would have avoided. It is
notewoJ,"thy that throughout 1812, and notably at the
Battle of Borodino, when he was prostrate, those attached
to. his person, like Begur. observed a remarkable change
in his health and energy. Begur, indeed, seems to attri­
bute the morbid and feverish activity which drove him
into that fatal expedition to constitutional. dise e.
Some vivid scraps of the notebook of Duroc, his
closest attendant and friend, relating to the beginning
of this war, have been preserved, which confirm this
view: "Aug. 7. The Emperor in great physical pain:
he took opium prepared by Methivier. 'Duroc, one
must march or die. An Emperor dies standing, and so
does not die. . . . We muat bring thia !61Jer 0/ doubt to aft,
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end: " Strange stories were afloat of his signing doc\;
menta &8 "Pompey," of his misea]Jjng Kaluga sometimes
Caligula, sometimes Salamanca. No one perhaps can
estimate the shock of this Russian catastrophe. On hi
return the change was more marked. Chaptal, a scientific
observer of bis master, says that it was remarkable.
Napoleon had become stout· in 1809 and had then to some
extent degenerated. But after Moscow Cha.ptal observed
a much greater transformation. There was a notable
failure in the sequence of his ideas. .His conversation
consisted mainly of incoherent and imaginative bursts.
There was no longer the same force of character; not
the same passion or power of work. Riding fatigued
him. Somnolence and the pleasures of the table gained
on him. It is true that with his back to the wall he
fought an unrivalled campaign of defence and despair.
But this was the last :flash of the Conqueror. He did
not, indeed, cease to be a great Captain. He could still
plan in the cabinet. But he was no longer so formidable
or so active in the field. The matchless supremacy of
his youth had passed away.

.At Elba, again, he physicaJly degenerated. A terrible
activity had become necessary to his life. The suppressed
energy, the necessary change of habits injured his health.
He became enormously' fat; this was the great change
that. struck his adherents on his return to the Tuileries
in the following March. He indeed used this circumstance
as an argument to prove his change of character, in a
manner that suggests a reminiscence of Shakespeare.
Striking his stomach with both hands, "Is one ambitious
when one is &8 fat as I am P" He had no longer that
"lean and hungry look," that denotes the "dangerous"
man who "thinks too much." It was, moreover, soon
clear that his health was broken. Jerome found
him ill, and assured M. Thiers that his brother was
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then uffering from a bladder 00 p other
brother, L~cien, ys emphatically t t ° health was
bad-in a critical condition ° d ~d gives details

·ch h:ve not been pub· °e had other
en to the same e1fee t oug e ho de, and

J:10IUSlIll.-:ye with him, t t apoleon' e ergy die ro
the probability of serious ailment. a ary testifies that

e co d scarcely °t hi ho on e battlefield.
allette, who w him the • ht he left Paris for
der, ays that he as the offering save ely from

° c est. In any case, it w bun tly evident that
the apoleon 0 returned in h 1815 w very
different from the Napoleon ho had left in April
1814-

e will go so far as to risk an opinion that when
he returned from Elba he had realised that his career
as a conqueror was over. In Elba he had had leisure,
for the first time since he attained po er, to take stock
calmly and coldly of his situation, and to remember his
own maxjm as to the limited period of life during which

can be carried on with success. e think, then,
tha he understood that his period of conquest was past.
But this is not to say that his headstrong and imperious
temperament could ever have been shaped into anything
· e a constitutional ruler, or that he could have restrained

hiJll188U or his army into permanent p · cation. With
.M.8n11l&l8 he would, we think, have had no difticulty.

netorians would hardly have n 80 easy to
The limitation of his frontier, too, would have

been goad as well as an eyesore. °net these we
balance the partial exhaustion of his people and of
himself; fac to which he could scar have been
perm entI, lind.

Duri undred Days, though he displayed what
in another man would have been. energy, he had ceased
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to be apoleon. He was a cha gad, doomed an. cC I
cannot 'resist the conviction," says Pasquier, . ho

00 ut contact with the men who surrounded him,
"that " ge·us d his physieal powers ere ali.ke i

profound dec" e." He allowed himself to be bullied by
his legislature, and displayed a certain helplessness
which w a Dew and ominous sign. We are told, on
tea thority of .Bismondi, that his Ministers, to th
as1I;d1JliJ"BIuDent, would constantly find him asleep 0

boo" Another of the strange features of th peri
a tendency to hold endless conversations, whic must

h.., e oce pied much precious time, and which bet ~ed

a· ecret perplexity, very unusual with him. Even on
the eve of Waterloo, on the battlefield, to the amaze­
ment of Gerard and Grouchy, he wastes precious time in
discoursing to them about politics in Paris, the Ohamoor
and the Jaoobins. This discursiveness was partly due,
says Mollien, to & lassitude which would overcome him
after a few hours' work. When this novel sensation
came over him, he sought rest and distraction in talk.
But the salient proof' of the change lay in his dealings
with Fouche. He had not .the energy to deal wit
Fouche" His main regret in reviewing that period at Bt
Helena was that he h"d not hanged or shot Fouche. But
during the Hundred Days, nay, from the moment e
arrives in Paris to the moment he boards the BelWrop1u:m,
he is fooled by Fouche, betrayed by Fouch , ob-
ably delivered over to the British by FouchB. lean
sutters all this patiently, though not ignorantly. He
took & course, indeed, which combined the erro of
all possible eourses. He told Fouche that his intrigu
were discovered, and kept Fouche as Minister of Police.

.At last he shakes off the dust of Paris, it Parliament
and its traitors, and joins his army. It "ght thought
that in the air of battle he would regain his strength.
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But it w DO so. The strategy by which he silently
and swiftly launched his army into Flanders was indeed
a combination worthy of his be t days. But oil his
arrival at the scene of war, ·s vigilant vitality, once
superhuman, had forsaken him. He, formerly 80 keen
for exact new of the enemy,seemed scarcely to care to
know or inquire about the movemeBts of the Allied Armies.
He, once 80 electrically r pid, ceased to value time.

is celerity of movement had been of the essence of hi
ear •er • tories. But on the morning of Ligny, and on
t e ooeeding day, he lost man 'precious hours-and
o perhaps the campaign. He· If acknowledges that

had he not been so tired he should have'been on horse­
hac all the night before Waterloo: though, as it was,
he mounted his horse an hour after midnight and rode
till dawn.

'Then comes the supreme battle. Napoleon appears to
ha.ve watched it with some apathy, and, on seeing the
catastrophe, to have calmly remarked,'"n paratt qu'lls
ont m~Ies," and walked his horse off the field.

He flies to Paris, and there he is the same. He
arrives at t e Elysoo in the night of June 20.* He is
received on the steps by Caulaincourt, whose tender and
f'·thful arm supports him into the palace. The army,
he says, had· done wonders, but had been seized by a
panic. Ney, like a madman, had sacrificed his cavalry.
He himself is suffocated, exhausted; he throws him­
self into a hot bath, and convokes his Ministers for
early next morning. Lavallette saw him soon after­
wards, and gives, in a few words, a ghastly, speak­
ing picture of his appearance: "As soon as he saw

• Strangely enough, high authorities dift-er as to the time of anival.
Thiers, Norvins, Montholon, and others say six o'clock, or some time
in the early morning of June 21; others, such as Maret, and the
J01M"'fI4l, de l'Empire, say nine o'clock the previous evening. The
last seems to be the correct statement.
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me he came to me with a fearful epileptic laugh.
•Ab, my God! my God!' he said, raising his eyes
to heaven, and paced' two or three .times round the
room. This emotion as only temporary: he soon
recovered his elf-command, and asked what was hap­
pening at the Chambers." He recognised afte ards
that he should have gone that day, &8 it was urged
on him, booted and. muddy, to the Chambers, hay
harangued them, have tried the effect of his magnetic
indiVIduality, and, had they remained insensible, have
ended their itting in Cromwellian fashion. He hould
too, he acknowledges, have had Fouche shot at onee.
In tead of this, he holds a council, from which Fouche,
by his side, sends notes to rally the Opposition in
Parliament. As the council proceeds, the results of'
the traitor's manipulation become manifest. There is
distress and there is despair: the loyal adherents, the
princes of his house, implore the Emperor to show
energy: Napoleon sits numb. His carnage stands ho
in the courtyard ready to take him to the Chambers; it
is sent away. In the face of treachery and opposition
and intrigue he remains passive and resourceless. At last,
at a second council, he mechanically signs his abdication,
his ante-chambers empty at once, and his palace becomes
a desert.

But~ outside, the soldiers and the multitude clamour
for him, they adjure him not to desert them but' to
organise and head a national resistance. A word from
him" says his brother,would have put an end to his
domestic foes. This is an exaggeration, for Lafayette
had utilised the time which the Emperor had lost, and
secured the National Gua.rd. But the enthusiasm was
formid$ble. It might have been the precursor of a
successful revolution, had the Emperor cared to utilise
it in that way. At any rate, it alarms Fouche and his
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o cer on duty ·f the coast
d then taking a telescope he gazed

de From seven till near noon h tb s
either the officers of the .p,

they atahOO him, durst disturb t t
t, the outline faded from his • ht,
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ppi~ in bed, he for whom the whole day bad
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And this is. the man who, in the opinion of the
ritish Government and ir ud80n Lo e, was llkely

to gHde do an inaccessible rook, unpercei ed by
ubiquitous sentrie , and, in some unexplained manner,

vigilant vessels of war, in order onee more to d· ­
turb the world. It is safe to say that had he effected the
impossible and escaped, he could never have seriously
disturbed 1;he world again, e .cept as a tradition.* But
it was impossible for him to escape. Even. had he been
allowed to range over the whole i land, had all the
sentries been removed, it was out of the question for
him, in his physical condition, given a reasonable poHce
and watchful cruise , to leave the i land without the
connivance of the Governor. apoleon himself, though
he sometimes hoped to leave St BeleD&, never, we are
convinced, even thought of escape, though Gourgaud
ecords a jesting scheme for this p 088, launched by

the Emperor amidst .la~ghter after· dinner. Be based
such meagre hopes as he entertained on the Opposition
party in ParHament, or in Princess Oharlotte's. succession
to the Crown. And so he desires Malcolm and Gourgaud
to set forth all his grievances t>o that Princess.

. Napoleon had the "faculty, when he chose, of creating
a fool's paradise for himself. In the Russian eampaign
he had, for example, ordered his marshals. to operate
with armies which he knew had ceased to exist. When
they remonstrated he simply repHed, "Why rob me
of my calm P" When the Allies invaded France he
professed to rely greatly on the army of Marshal Mac­
donald. " W ouId you like," said the Marshal to Beugnot,
"to review my army P It will not take you long. It

• 8cott, indeed, disputes this view by telling an anecdote which had
greatly amused Napoleon himself. A grenadier, who saw him aB he
landed t at Helena, exclaimed: "They told us he was growing old; he
has forty good campaigns in hi belly yet, damn him."
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cons· ts of myself and my; chief of the staff. Our supplies
are four straw chairs and a plank table." Again. during
~he campaign. of 1814: the Emperor was detailing his
'pIa to Marmont. Marmont was to do this and that
with his corps of ten thousand men. At each repeti­
tion of this figure Marmont interrupted to say that he
had only three. Yet Napoleon. persisted to the. end:
"Marmontwith his ten thousand men." But the strangest
instance of this is detailed by Meneval, who tells U$

that hen the Emperor added up numbers of his
soldie he always added .them up wrong, and always
welled the total So at St Helena he. really, we think,

brought himself to believe that he would. be released
when Lord Holland became Prime Minister, or when
Princess Charlotte .ascended the throne.. He sometimes
even professed to be persuaded that the expense of
his detention would induce the British Government to
agree to his. liberation. Reports of the most amazing
character were occasionally brought to Longwood, the
inv~ntion, we should imagin~,of the. Jamestown gossips.
O'Heara informs Napoleon one day, for exs.mple, that
the Imperial Guard has retired into the Cevennes and
that all. France is in insurr~tion. All that we are
told of the effect of this sensational news. is that the
Emperor plays reversi. Another d,ay Montholon returns
from Jamestown, where he has read the newspapere, and
declares that all France demands the Emperor, that
there is a universal rising in his favour, and that B.ritain
is at the last gasp. We doubt if he put the slightest
faith in this sort of report. He had, we suspect, very
little hope of any kind. But such hope &8 he had
rested on Princess Charlotte and Lord Holland. Lord
Holland, because he, and, what w~s more important,
Lady Holland, had enthusiastically espoused his cause;
Princess Charlotte, partly because she was supposed t9
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a people without bread and with almost ruined
eommerce " " "sometim despair of even maintaining
Wellington at Lisbon. But in their extreme peril none
o them think of yielding-of "g or even accepting
peace-or of sacrificing the Brit" h cause or Briti h
pri e." Rarely, he contin 88, have men displayed more
admirable proofs of cool and obstinate courage. " Yet,
who are these men P Among them there is not a single
Kinister of great renown, of a glorio past, of a
superior intelligence. The successors of Pitt . . • ha e
only inherited his constancy, his tenacity, his hatred.
But knowing .that- they bear the destinies of their
country and of the world, they deri e from that Ct,l ­
sc"ousness a virtue 0 energy and patience hioh mak

,them equal to the greatest." Liverpool, Eldon, Bath t,
Castlereagh, and Sidmouth were men hose can
scarcely be said to glow in. history. They had, 0 ­

ever, felt doggedly that they must fight it out to
he bitter end; and, supported throughout b th

victories .of their navy and the grim. patience. of their
people, 88 well as, latterly, by military success, had
pulled through and .. emerged victorious. But victory
had not taught them magnanimity. They ~d caught
their great enemy: their first wish was to g t. BOme­
body else to shoot him or hang him: failing which, th '7
were determined to look him up like a pi et. All
that they saw clearly was that he had cost them great
deal of trouble and a great deal of money, 80 that he must
cost them as little more as possible. They were honest
Dien acting up to their lights: we can only regret that
the men were dull and the lights were dim.

The Minister charged with carrying out this policy
as Lord Bathurst, Secretary of State for the joint

department of War and the Colonies.
Who was Bathurst P

APOLEO HE LA PHASE
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It· difticult to ay. He w , e know, gran on of
that ular Lord ;Bathu1'8t ho, ixty years after h·
first ele ation to the peerage, a created an Earl, and
who, in the last months of his life, in his ninety-first
year, was the subject of a famous apostrophe by Burke.
He was, we ow, son of that eoond Lord Bath :t
who was the least capable of Chancellors. He hlm­
.self was one of those strange children of our political

ystem who flll the most. dazzling offices with the most
complete obscurity. He had presided over the Foreign
OfBce. He was at this time, and was. for a term of
fifteen years, a Secretary of State. Yet even our most
mieroscopic Biographical Dictionary may be searched
i . for more than a dry cital of the oftices
that he' fllled, the date of .his birth, and the date of
h· death.

In virtue of hi$ office he was now in charge of apoleon.
He te ely instructed Lowe that the Emperor was to be
treated till further orders as a pri oner of war, but that
he was to be allowed "every indulgence which may be
consistent with the entire security of his. person." He
then passed through Parliament an. Act of .Draoonial)
but perhaps necessary severity. Any British subject who
should as . t in Napoleon's escape, or, after his escape,

ist him on the high seas, was to be punished with death
Without be tof clergy. Lowe, by-tha-bye, used to allude
to .ct in delicate raillery of the Commissioners.
" iter all, I cannot hang you," he would say. Meanwhile
Bathurst was tigh~ning the screw. £8000 was to be the
limit of Napoleon's expenditure on table and household;
he was to pay all his own followers and servants, and
the household was at once to be. reduced by the magical
number of four:. no names or degrees were specified,
except Piontkowski-Iots were to be drawn for the other
th"ree-so that it was clearly an economy of fourmouth8

123



NAPOLEO : L T PHASE

pe ed
t e - d added

greatly to the espe _ It IPAY p umed, th re re,
that th •• indulgence, co -stent," after all, "with the
entire security of is pe D "-of' - tercourse with fe
fell -countrymen and of the ttendanee of
lIlIA'I'''VA1n'ta, to be, if praetiea le, -thdrawn. La e,
moreover, was to dra the bond more straitly than
Cockburn. 0 communi tion was to reach apoleon.
e cept through Lowe. The faculty accorded to Bert d
by e dmiral of giving cards of _.OD hiOO ould
enable - -to to apoleon to t e sentri.

·t drawn.· A declaration was to be -gn by all
French courtiers and servants of the Em ro that
they would submit to all regulations im on their
master, and 80 forth. Be attached great im.poJ~llee

to enclosing apoleon in a sort of area railing -ch
he despatched from England, and which should add the
final precaution to security_ .. We consider it," e -tee,
.. a v~ essential point, particularly UDtil the iron railing
shall 'arrive, to ascertain, late in the e ening an 1y
in the morning, that he is safe-"

But it seems to have been found inexpedient to carry
constraint too far. For the interest in the captive
intense_ Every scrap of news.from 8t Helena eagerly
devoured by the public. The craving for eac u.gmen
of intelligence was so great, that it was scarcely possible to
preserve from the avidity of the pres the most private
letters written from 8t Belena. A. lady who came from
there in 1817 narrates. how, on landing t Po outh,
persons of all ranks seemed ready to tear the passengers
in pieces for information about the captive. And, soon
as they reached the· hotel, strangers brought- portraits
of Napoleon to have the likeness attested. arden's
worthless book was for the same reason extremely
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orthless book not
en editions in a fortnig .

ti i's not 1
tent throug

,t , its autho decla
Lord Holland, too, raised in the House of Lords a,

debBte on t e treatment of apoleon. And from this
t-- e forth there reo a blander tone in the regulations
of Bath t. Hi next letter to Lo et written mont
after t e debate, is couc ad in a spirit that may almost
be deemed urbane. Cl You may assure him of your
d· ition to ake his sit tion more comfortable
by a pply of the publications of the day. 0 • 0

I think it right also to add that there e 0 in this
country no indisposition to allow him the gratiflca-
•ons of the table-more' especially of wineott And later

on in the same year he expands the limit of even
£12,000 a year, if that sum be inadeq te for "such

n . tab· hment as would be requisite for a general
otBcer of distinction." (Napoleon, it will be observed,

gradually risen from a " general not in· employ"
to "a general oftlcer of distinction.")

Bathurst seems to ha e been in all respects 88

worthy of Lo e as Lowe of Bathurst, arid to both there
as a common st&n~rd of tact and taste. Take the

ollowing imen. Rats are the curse of St Helen&,
and on this subject the Secretary of State writes to the
Governor: "You will also receive a private letter from

Goulburn on the great inconvenience to which he
( apoleon) is said to be exposed by the quantity of rats
with which his house is infested. There is something so
ludicrous in a fallen leader's complaint on such a subject,
atul is 0t'&6 80. little in 'Unison 'With the animals' aU8g6d
sagacity, that it is not a topic likely from choice to be
brought forward as a grievance; but the number of
these animals may amount to be a real one; and though
I have reason to believe that the increase is owing to the
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DeirnJltetlce of his 'servants, in 'Which he'· tJerg tDill·ftg to
meo rage them, yet it e t on every account th the
ubject should be e en and a proper remedy pied.

We cannot call to mind any corn t of apoleon's on
th subject, though his house overrun with these
di gusting vermin. But t e grace allusions of the

eeretary of 8 te hich e have ita e e lo none of
their 'point from this circumstance; tho gh he may be
held to be going a little far when e hin that the
Emperor, always scrupulously dainty in uch things,
wilfully encouraged the negligence of hi rvan in
o er to promote the increase of rats.

When Napoleon is dying Bat urst to ches a note
which is almost sublime. "If he be' really ill," write t e
Secretary of State, "he may derive some consolation by
knowing that the repeated accounts which have of late
been transmitted of his declining health have not been
received With indifference. You will therefore com­
municate to General Buonaparte the great interest
which His Majesty has taken in the recent accounts of
bis indisposition, and the anxiety which His ajesty
feels' to ord him every relief of hieh his situation
admits. You will &Ssure' General Buonaparte that there
is no alleviation which can be derived from additional
medical assistance, nor' any' arrangement consistent
with the safe custody of his person at t Helena
(and' ms Majesty cannot now hold out any expecta­
tion of his removal) which His Majesty is not most
anxious to ·afford," and so forth. The force of Bathurst
could no further go. Fortunately be ore thi precious
etfusion was received at St Helen&, its prisoner was
where the sympathy of George IV., strained through
Bathnrst, could not reach him. Scott thinks that it
would have been a solace to him. Comment on such
an opinion seems unnecessary.
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e ho e eorresponde ee, 80 far as e kno
rdid and pitiful enough. - g all allowan 0

the and e -on of the and for the natu
-ety that the great distur of peace should DO
pe, -t appe ,to us, at the end of the ee tury in

hieh -t a humjliating compound of meanne
and panic. But th responsibility for this ignominiou
episode, this policy of petty cheeseparmg and petty
poliee, must rest not with the instruments but with· th
P ncip ; with the Liverpools and Bathursts at home,
not with the Cookburns and Lowes at Bt Helens:
although the :Mini ters, as we have seeD, tried to

- te themselves from the sinister reputation of Lowe
by nding a con ieuously cold houlder to him on
his return.
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H 0&

a I - g part in a lendid 00 rt; e
- te, held a viee-regal oourt of he

tMMI~Ut1nuchll n re approachin
o d ha e to her :6rst
~sm' he ent uncomp -

p -cal ibe - and see to have been
er community hich, tho gh small,

an n'bounded fleld for that blessed calling_
Of the personaJity of :M. and Madame de ontholo

e teh but a faint vie , though their nam
-t n large. in he chronicles of the cap - -ty.

o tho on was of ancient family, and claimed, in
to be by inheritance an English or I - h peer. One 0

ancesto • it is alleged, had :ve the life of -c
e Lion, d had been created in cOnsequence

d n O'B -en: titles of a fairy tellnu~

ontholo c - to inhe et, b t -e
to identify_ He also claimed

e. of Castel Volturno by a leon,
ha e been . ereditary First Huntsman. un

Louis VI_· 0 oorro ration is offered for any 0

glowing statements. However that may be, h
h n kno to apoleon ever since he a
child of ;yea old, when, being in Corsica -th hi

other and te~ ath~ M. de Bemonville, he had recei
m themati lessons from the young Napoleon, hen
a p of artillery. Afterwards he was at schoo
with L cien and Jerame, and with Eugene de Beau­
h&:nuu-.. He ce he was, 88 may be supposed, cl 11'

-t e eareer of apoleon, and he s
-th the imperial interest throng

the marriage of - sister with the pure and chivaJrous
on d. It was the strange fate 0 Montholo to

apoloon in the obscurity of his early day , to
ocia with the magnificence of his Empire, to
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on he hould go on ea e for nine month .
'W11..h~lI1 to accompany his wife when he left

he tates, d e do not do bt, his
·th eon, 0 be ught ·

indeed before the mperor' d th e
d him di g ith Lo e ho ouId u Her-

tr d and himself as attend nta on the exile, and Planat,
&8 we have seen, was on the point of starting to replace
him.

Of Albinie HtUene de Vassal, &dame de 0 tholo ,
b for the insane jeaJou y of Gourgaud, e ho d kno

or next to nothing; though he eft behind he
80 e vivid note of her exile. We learn incident­
ally from Mene al that her marriage with ontholoD
encountered some difficulties, for she had t 0 divorced

ban living. The Emperor forbade the , but
Afl:AP1Ia7A1Ma ga e on holon penni ion to marry "the
n-ece of the Pre ident 'guier." ontholon had tric
hi 80 gu, for hi bride w the forbidden lady er
another de cription. " quiet unassuming woman," say

·tland, "who gave no trouble, and eamed perfectly
ti fled, provided he were allowed to accompany her

h band." he provided the mu ic of the Emperor's
dra -ng-room, inging Italian songs, with little vo

nd rumming on the piano.
Emmanuel, Marquis of Las Cases, had had a some­

hat chequered career. At an early age he entered the
French aV"y and took part in the siege of Gibraltar.
Before he was twenty-one he had passed a lieutenant,

d soon afterward w placed in command of a brig.
Then came e evolution, and the young officer
one of the 11 t to emigrate. This was ultimately
fortunate, for hi recollections of Coblentz and of the
Emigration had al ays a particular savour for Napoleon.
From Coble tz he a despatched on a secret - ion
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1J8Il~]leK on a Bri . h man-o ar, in
ew na al uniform, d of the great bound in

hich e bad biaved iter a quarte 0

ho Then, too, . OOU81"K\le8

name or him as "The Jes .t." His
apoleon, though pe ectly e •cable to

from e rience and his contrast with e too
dom tic Bertrand, the less cultured ontholon, and the
i practicable Gourgaud, was a constant irritation to

em. Then again his departure is not easily explained.
e •ght ve returned but would not, imbedding

himself in vapid p which even now we cannot e -
actly in rpre b t hieh we translate into a co viction
t t his colleagu bad rendered his life at Lon ood
imp ·b e.

In p.te of in spite of his unblusbing • tions,
. want of veracity, the irrepressible s picion that he

may after all have been only an enthusiastic 11
lJ8e,ki·lng iograpbical material for publication, e cold
to a eaking ·ndness for the devoted rhetorical little
man; and we cannot forget that he insisted on handing
o e to apoleon four thousand pounds, hiob
pro y his e tire fortune. With him on,
then a 7, who afterwards $SS&ulted Sir Hudson Lowe
· the t of London, and tried to bring about a d el

·tb the ex-Governor. ineteen years after apoleo'
d t the young man returned to St Helena . ·th the
e pedi ·0 to fetch back the Emperor's remains; and
became a senator under apoleon ill.

Pio tko ,ki remains a figure of mystery. H~ was
trooper in the Polish Lancers, who had followed

apoleon. to Elba, and had been given a commission
consequence of his delity. At a time when the

Briti h Government would not allow Gourgaud to take
th him h· old t, or Las Cases to be rejoined
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by hi · e, they sent Piontko bidden and un-
elcome to join the Emperor. If e may t t the

oth , Gourgaud found him out at once to be untruthful
and .to e made false state e about his campaigns.

apoleon knew nothing of h· , • Hked him, and, not
UDJl8,turally, distrusted him.- Afte his departure, indeed,
Napoleon openly uspeeted him of ing a spy; Las
C88 disdainfully mentions' him 88 "the Pole." Be
vanished, as suddenly as he· came, nine month after­
wards, with, apparently, plenty of mone-y. We do Dot
believe him ·to ve been & spy, but his· appearance and
career at Longwood still require el cidation~'

"The young ladies born in that i d are extremely
pretty," says a witnes who lived at· St Belena during
the Emperor's residence, and our various chronicles are
full of them. .There were the two Baloombes, .ss
Wilks, Miss Robinson, who was known .88 "the Nymph,"
an4 Miss Kneipps, who was known as "the Rosebud."

With Miss Wilks Gourgaud was desperately in love.
," There is a woman!" he exclaims during their first
acquaintance. He lost his heart at once, and asked
himself, "Alas! Why am I a prisoner!" It was DO

comfort to .him to be assured by Bertrand that he
was preferred to the other suitors, or by Napoleon
that ,he should be provided with a better marriage in
France. He sees the ship that bears her away, and
b6aves a despairing "Adieu, Laure!"

All testimony is unanimous that Gourgaud in this
instance placed his affections well " :Miss W.ilks as
then in the first bloom·of youth, and her whole demean­
our, atfability, and elegant, modest appearance conspired
to ender her the most charming and admirable young
person' I' ever beheld, or hav since met with, in all
my peregrinations in Europe, A ia, and. Africa for the
space of thirty years." This i the high testimony of a
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lady ho accompanied er on her ft t • it to po oon.
The Emperor -scarcely less fascinated. He had long
heard, he 'd, tb a bow, of the elegance and beauty
of • Wilks, b t w: DO convinced that report had
scarcely done her' ti .

he w the daughter of Colonel Wilks, the East
Indian Governor of the island, hose conversations
with the Emperor have been published. She eve ually
married General Sir John Buchan,.and lived to be ninety...
one. he died in 1888, and used to tell how Napoleon,
at parting, had given her a bracelet, and, when she had
aid he was sorry to leave the island, had replied :

"Ab! Mademoise ,I only wish I could change places
-with you."

apoleon ga e fanciful names to people and to
plaees. . One quiet glen he had named the Valley of
Silence, but, hen he found that a pretty girl lived in
i 'he renamed it the Valley of the Nymph. The Nymph
was a farmer's daughter, "a very pretty girl of about
seventeen," named M:arianne Robinson, whose sister bad
married a Captain Jordan of the 66th Regiment, quar...
tered at St Belena. Warden devoted a page of his
book to her, and states that the visits of Napoleon
became frequent to the little farm t t the gossips
of Jamestown warned the father, who afterwa.rds for...
bade. his daughter to appear when the Emperor called.
This'silly scandal' Na.poleon thought it worth his while
to, contradict in the "Letters from the Cape," tating
that he only once spoke to her, in broken English,
without alighting from his' horse. Montchenu, however,
who had an eminently prurient mind, repeats the
statement, .and avers that Napoleon made her a declara-
tion, that he talked much of her beauty, and thus
aroused the jealousy of Miss Balcombe. Napoleon did,
no doubt, visit the Nymph more than once, and
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separa'ted the roo
ry direction. . . . It

at 11'
ea b'th
he partitions

eq ently 0
the
be

of yone. As apoleon hi
ideboard, a large rat Bp ·ngs out 0 it and
• legs. The cttrse of the· e, says turmer, i

t e curse of locusts as not to be mentioned
inhabitants are powerles against the .

ping in a passage had part of hi leg 0

m. So had one of the Emperor's horse. Be
e asleep, as bitten seriously in the hand.

ehiildl"An had to be protected from th at· t.
TriJlilJIg., and indeed diverting, as thi pest to the

tant Bathurst, it must ha e been an odiou ·tioD
to the petty miseries of Longwoocl. or

one in hi merriment. Among' the uali · t ,
·th which the French Press attempted to besmireh the

memory of their fallen So ereign, th re are several
devoted to this topic. Napoleon reeei ed by the popula­
tion of St elena - the rats; apoleon granting a
constitution to the rats; apoleo eeping at peace
because guarded by cat-sentry; and 0 orth. One need
not dilate on these pleasantries.
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dreary drama, as in most human transactio ,
e t of comedy i not absent, nor even the t

. The comedy is supplied by ir Hudson Lo e,
and his counters. The farce is the career of

e 00 lone.
By the treaty of August 2, 1815, it w

t · tance of Castlereagh, which he
rAa'l"ll.M:ted, that ustria, Prussia and Russia were " to
appoj·iDt Commi ioners to proceed to and abide at the

·0 t e Government of His Britannic jesty
~e igned for the residence of. apoleon

nA·nAll1"~.. and h without being respon ible for ·
o y sure themsel~es of his presence." And
by the en article ost Christian Majesty of Fr ce

to be innted by the signatory courts to send &

• • r funetionary. Prussia, combining a judicious fore­
·ght ·th a wise economy, declined to a~ail herself Qf

this prinIege. But the other Courts hastened to nomiI\­
e· representati~es. These had, it will be obse~ed,

o e le and single duty, "to &Ssure themsel~es of his
p nce." It is sufficient to observe that none of them
ever once ~w him face to f~, except one who beheld
hi corpse.

The R ian once from the race-course thought he
w him. standing on the steps of his house. Qn th~

same occasion the ustrian, concealed in a trench, per­
cei~ed through a telescope a man in a three-cornered
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bat whom he judged to be the Empe or. The French..
man had the ~e telescopic glimpse, but, remaining till

apoleon's d tb, was privileged to see his re .
That i the whole record of their mis ion, "to ure
themselves of his presence."

They had, therefore, a large ce of time to spend
in interviewing and abusing the'Governor, to who they
were a torment, 88 implying a ri al autho "ty, and who
treated them according y. He characteri tically assured
the At· that he had searched thro gh Pufte ori,
Vatte and Gro in vain to ftnd a paraJl~1 to their
po ition, or, he might have added, to his own. But
this in no degree comforted those ho w ted to see

apa eon if only for a moment, and to hom t
s tisfactio was denied. The slighte t contact bet een
the Commissioners and Longwood was vigilantly atched
and instantly reported to Lowe. But t e continued
to prowl round Longwood, the Emperor •eiously
observing them from behind his perforated shutte r
Venetian blinds, and sometimes sending out his te
to pick up news from them. But this again by 0

means what the Commissioners came for.
Once, indeed, Napoleon asked them, 88 private in­

dividuals, to luncheo ; for he did not doubt that their
curiosity would prevail over their etiquette and the
constraint of the Governor. The meal, indeed. ould
not have been a pleasant one, 88 he spent all the morn­
ing in preparing an elaborate appeal to them. But they
ne er came. He waited till five o'clock, when an orderly
brought a cavalier refusal from the Russian d the
Austrian on the ground of "les convenances." ont­
chenu sent no annver, though this m st ha been the
occasion 0 which he is uppo nt the
heroic reply: "Tell your master t I am here to
guard him and not to dine with him." On no other
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oecasio the option open to ontchenu or the Oom-
1D18810ners. It their last and only chance.

ntchenu, the French Oomm· ioner, took him If t e
m t serio y, and therefore, in this absurd cam . ·on,

as by much the most absurd. His appointment • •d
to :ve been the reve ge of Talleyrand for all that he
had e dured t the hands of apoleon. "It is my only
re enge, but it is terrible," he said. "What torture for
a maD like apoleon to be obliged to live with an
ignor t and pedantic chatterbox. I know him, he can­
not endure such a boredom, he will become ill and die
as before a slow &re." As we have seen, however, t •

btle veDgeance failed in its object, for Montchenu nev
on succeeded in inflioting himself on the captive. In
ear. life he had known the Emperor, when . apoleo

a subal rn at V&lance in a regiment of which ont­
chen . aB lie tenant-colonel, and when both were ·vals
for the ect·on of Mademoiselle de a.int Germain,
who, however, preferred M. de Montalivet, hom he
marrie~ to either. He seems to have re· thi
&mora complexion at St Helena, and his conve tion,
as reported by Gourg&ud, appears to consist entirely 0

indecorous obserVations and immoral advice. e en­
deavoured to "embrace M:rs Martin," whoever she may
have been. He sent Lady Lowe a declaration of love
j e ht pages, which Lady Lowe offered to show Gour-
gaud. • . fatuity was only equalled by his vanity.
He ted at lat-ge about his SUCC888 with English
ladi. me 4000 he has known: he intimates that
"they were not crueL"

ontchenu appeared to have pleasant recollections
of V&lence, he questioned Gourgaud as to the later
loves of apoleon; he showed the Emperor little at­
tentions, sent him. newspapers and the like. poleon's
memories of ontchenu do not seem to have been so
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£ hie." "I
old fool, a c a te bo

e er sme po de.
of • descrip·on, ys t e

t et· ace tee A • "Poor'
tvvlllhY," poleon him. "He is. 0 e of

men ho support the anc·ent rej di nc ­
are born mountebanks." Later 0 the Emperor

t tens to kick the old Marq • out of doors should
he p at Longwood; ot because e is the Fre h
00 •• ner, but because of some pe that he has
·ped. He is an object of ridicule to all. He bad been

t e ughing-stock of Paris. One e • ent compatriot de­
scribed him as "bavard insupportable, completement u1."

en Lowe" cuts jokes at him. From hi willingne to
accept and his reluctance to extend h08p· • ,he
kno &8 M. de Monter-chez-nous. Henry, 0 attended
him medieally, had, however, the laugh against himself.
He had reckoned up a long tale of fees: the Marquis
rewarded him with an obliging note.

This nobleman was now past sixty. He had been a
page of Louis XV. Having entered thearm7 before
the Revolution, and followed the princes into exile, he
made at the Restoration the same astonishing bound in
military promotion that .Las Cases had accomplished
in the naval service. In December 1815 he was nomin­
ated &8 French Commissioner at St Helena, appoin ­
ment which had the negative advantage of securing
him from his creditors. His positive d ties" ere to

ure himself habitually by his n eyes of the e -
istence of Bonaparte." His own eyes, as we .have seen,
never enabled him to do more than &88Ur8 himself of
the end of that e • tence. Neverthel he set oft in a
serious and indeed heroic spirit. He began his despatches
from' Teneri1fe OD the voyage out. "I have the honour
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di t backb7
not I s fruitle at-

ood late September
e, tho on en
~ in e en hould the

o d re-eo 0

. gh t e ole of rope." e t y he h to
subside • to an attitude of watchfulness, in ambush for
the subordinate members of the French colony, in hopes
of . veigling them to meals, and ultimately to ip.
In this last· etfort he to·some extent cceeded, d he
became 011 such terms with Gourgaud as to •d him a
ten fare ell, trictly enjoining im to e kno
to whom it might concern the terrible drearin of He
at t Helena, and the consequent necessity that the
Commissioner's salarY,' should be not less than £4000 a
year. .

ontchenu was distinguished from the other Com-
· ·oners by the possession of a secretary; a distinction
hie was not altogether an advantage. We have an

impression that the secretary, M. de Gors, was entrusted
with the duty of supervising his chief. t any rate
he reported upon him with startling eandour. After,
we presume, copying Montchenu's despatches, de Gore
accompanies them with a scathing commentary. "I
am' sorry to have to say it, on account of de

ontchenu, but I am bound to declare that his ariti­
Cl me on his colleagues are unfounded, and are too
much coloured by his own ouality. He should
have been more just to M. de BaJmain, the only one
who has really taken to heart the common interests
of tDe commission, to which· by exce' of zeal he IuW
sac hiS h th and repose. :M. de' ontchenu
should not ha e forgotten that it is to lJ8,Jma;u that
the mis •on owes any degree of interest that it possesses.
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But he never been able to join
Balmain in a simple visit to he inhabitants of Long-

ood. He chattered good
w t he not do himself, an
done anything hen the 0 rtunity 0 ered.
«)OOupied himself ·th disputes of precedence;
have no en such a turn that the post of Lo
will not be captured without a thousand difticulties."

It is umieeessary to add anything to the description
of oDtehenu by Montehenu's .secretary. We may pass
to theCommi oner who, in the secretary's opinion,
shone 0 much in comparison with h· own -chief.

The Count of Ba.Jmain, the Russian -Commission8 ,
w one of - the Ramsay's of Balmain, or rather of a
ranch settled -in Russia for a century and a quarter.

He began in nspiciously by proposing to bring a yoling
Parisian seamstress with him in an unoftlcial capacity,
but this dal appears to have been averted by the
horror of the other Commi Bioners. Not that s . a
proceeding would have conspicuously jarred wi e
mo of t Helena, for, if 'We may credit our French
chroniclers, the naval chiefs there lived with mistresses;
and the loves of Gourgaud himself, if· we may judge
from his inn endoes, were neither limited nor refined.

Balmain seems to have been the Commissioner of
the coolest judgment and most agreeable manner; and
Longwood, 0 to speak, set its cap at him, but without
much success. Ba,hnain, says Sturmer, has acquired
general esteem. He ·8 extremely modest and extremely
prudent, avoiding carefully anything that could give
umbt'age to the Governor. He is, besides, accomplished,
-and writes well. Obliging, amiable, and unpretentious,
he is beloved by all who know him. He is thus a
striking contrast with M. de Montchenu, for 'Whom he
has a scarcely veiled contempt. His instructions :were
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it, purported t9 be, e also learn fro ont olon.
On ebruary ·10, 818, he a vague entry about hope
from the fraternal friendship of e der, and to the
acceptability of Gourgaud at the ian Court. Under
these influences Napoleon dictates an I rate reply to
the mysterious message, which h ne er been sent 0

received. In this pap~r he th the Emperor
Alexander, 88 a brother, for the urancesreooived
from him through Balmain and for the hospitality
offered by him in Russia, proceeds to answer three
questions which the Emperor Alexander had ordered
Balmain to put,· 88 to the oeeupation of the Duchy of
Oldenburg in 1812, as to the war with Russia, and 88 to
the .failure in the negotiations for a Ru sia.n marriage:
and concludes by offering the Emperor Alexander his
alliance should that sovereign throw over the Bourbons,
and by declaring himself even willing to conclude a
treaty of commerce with l;Sritain tlhould that be the
necessary condition of a good understanding. Tb·
paper was doubtless given to Gourgaud for his guidance ;
and it was in all probability substantially the same
document as that which Bertrand attempted to hand to
Balmain two months afterwards, and which Ba.1main
declined to receive.

What is the meaning of it all P It is clear that there
W88 no communication from Balmain to Napoleon.
Putting aside the improbability of it, and the bsolute
silence of BaJmain.·the reputed author, 88 well ~f

Gourgaud the reputed channel, the Emperor Alexander
was at that tUne in no mood for inviting Napoleon to
Ru ia, or asking him retrospective historical qu~tions.

On the contrary. this was the year of the Congre of
Aix-la-Chapelle, where the Russian Government demanded
more stringent custody· for Napoleon. It is tru.e th t
:train in his "Manuscrit de 1812" says that Alexander
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t1u'ou h lmain sent to &8 poleon why he not
made peace at ~oulon and to express his regret that the
fallen em ro had not take refuge in ia, here he
would have been treated Lo· vm. w at ·ttau.
Fain, who fixe this m sage at nine year after 1812,
does not seem to 0 that Balmain left t Helens in
Ism. But it is clear from the conte t that ontholon
is the sole authority for the statement, which also give
Montholon and not Gourgaud as the channel of the in­
terrogation. We may dismiss with absolute confide ee
the tory of the communication. But why, then, did

apoleon found a State paper on a message which he
never received, and answer que8~ions which never were
as ? The· explanation would appear to be this.

ontholon tells us, two months before Gourgaud's de­
parture, that tlJ.e Emperor is determined to send Gourgaud
to Europe to appeal to the Emperor Alexander. It seems
to U8t then, that in view of Gourgaud's departure h
wished to give this officer a paper, a kind of credential
which could be shown; that he had faint hopes of winning
the sympathy of the Russian Emperor, partly from the
recollection of the ascendancy that he had once' e ercised
over Alexander, partly because he was no doubt aware
that Balmain' instructions had a shade of favour in

em, partly beca he must have been a are that
Ale ander had no love for the Bourbons, and that cir­
cumstances might make it necessary to make new ar­
rangements for filling their unstable throne; that he
therefore desired especially to clear himself on the points
which had ~lienated Alexander from him; that the
supposititious message from Alexander furnished a ground
on w •ch to base his explaJ;1ations; that many who saw
the paper would not know that this und was fictitioUs.;

d that if the document or its urport ever reached
lexander, the message. and the. que8tio~ could be ex­
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and himself. •s
all, for his Go

e t consta tly enjoin to harmoniously
hieh in -effect' impos ible.

•eel to open relatio ·th the repre-
• father-in-la. e once ent to ask if,

in of ~e illness, he mig t t t Stunner with
a meuage to the Austrian Emperor blch should reach
th t monarch and no' one else. Sturrner could only
reply, helplessly, that he would ask his Government
for instructions, which of course ne er arrived.

Sturme as withdrawn in 1818, on the suggestion of
the _British Government, made at the instance of Lowe.
Layard found him in 1840 ambassador at Constantinople,
nd d ribes him and hi wife. To ontchenu, on
turmer' departure, warded the cumulative sinecure

of representing Austria 88 well 88 France. The arquis
w his opportunity. He at once demanded of his

Government a commission 88 lieutenant-general, a high
decoration, d £500 a year increase of salary om them,

ell &8 a salary of £1200 a year from the Austrian
Gove ent. How these modest requests were received
history may guess but does not record.

Whe r from the diversity of their instructions, or
the malignity of the climate, or the humours of their
courts, the Commissioners could scarcely be called a
harmonious body. On only three points did they show
any agreement. One was contempt for Sir Hudson
Lowe, on which they were bitterly unanimou. Another
w the dearness of St Helens and the consequent
inad uacy of their salaries, on which they concurred
to the pitch of enthusiasm. The third was the effect of
their stay on their nerves. cc Far' from acclimatising
myself to this horrible rock," writes Balmain, cc I su:ffer
CODstantly from my nerves; my health is already ruined
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by the cUmate." Three month later f h nerve attae
drive him to Brazil. But thi is &8 nothing to the nerves
of Sturmer. Stunner for six or eig t months before he
left was seized with a s~rt of hysteria. He wept ·thout

nowing .why, and laughed without knowing why. At
last his nervous attacks became 0 violent that he had
to be held by four men. when the ll.t seized him, and
could only be calmed by opium. The climate or Lowe or
both were too much for .the systems of these unlucky
diplomatis .

1"



CHAPTER Xli

THE EMPBROR AT HO B

No picture of St Helena at this time can be complete
without at least a sketch of the central figure: all the
mo~ as it is the last of the many portraits of leon
that we can obtain. Of his physical appearan . . rom
the time of his passing into British hands th re are
various accounts, too long and minute to be inserted
here. These, therefore, or the most graphic of them, we

legate to an appendix.
As to his habitation, Longwood itself was a collection

of huts which had been constructed &8 a cattle-shed. It
was swept by an eternal wind, it was shadeless and it
was damp. Lowe himself can say no good it, and
may have felt the ,strange play of fortune by which he
w allotted the one delightful residence on the island
with twelve thousand a year while Napoleon was Hving
in an old cow-house on eight.

The lord of so many palaces, who had slept as
a conqueror in so many palaces not his own, was
now con1lned to two small rooms of equal size-about
fourteen feet by twelve, and ten or ele~en high. To
this little measure had shrunk all his conquests, glories,
triumphs, spQils. Each of these rooms was lit by
two small windows looking towards the regimental.
camp. In one corner was the little camp bed with
green silk curtains, which the Emperor had used at
Marengo and Austerlitz. To hide the back door there
was a screen, and between this screen and the fireplace
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an old 80fa, OD which poleon d most 0 hi8 day,
tough it 80 0 ered ·th boo 8 that there w
ecareely 8pace for comfort. The alls ere covered
with bro nankeen, and amid the general 8qualo a
magniftcent ash - ban - d ·th ver e e and
basin8 displayed ncongenial splendour. But the
ornamen of th er er thi ; they were
the vage of th of his family and his empire.
The , of course, a portrait (by I bey) of e
Low ,then Hving in carel beatitude ·th eipperg
at There ere the port its of the King 0

Rome, riding a lamb, and putting OD a lip~r, both by
Thi nIt: th re also a bust of the child. w
a miniature of J08ephine. There hung also rum
clock of Frederic the Great taken from Po and
the :teh of the First Consul when in Italy, pe
by a·chain of the -plaited hai of arie Low

In the second room there were a writing-table, me
o hel es, and another bed, on w; •ch the Bmpe

o d re t in the daytime, ·or to ·which he would change
from the other, when he was, 88 was generally the case,

tless d leeples8 at night.
O'Meara give8 a graphic picture of apoleon in hie

bedroom. He sate on the 80fa, which covered with
a long bite cloth. On this "reclined apoleoD, othed
in his white morning gown, white loos*, trow d
stocking8 all in one. A chequered red (

erohief) upon his head, and his hirt collar 0 n ·th­
out cravat. His air was melancholy and troubled. Be ore
him stood a-little round table ~th some boO s, th
foot of which lay in oonfus·on upon th t, a h p:
of .those he had already perused."

His usual costume w , howe er, ore fa {than.
thi& He wore a hunting uniform, ·a green eoat ·th
sporting button~ and, when the cloth grew abby, had
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it tu ed rat er th n ear English cloth. ith these
e w re white ke eymere breeches and tockings. He
ve up earing his uniform of the Chasseurs of the

Guard six ee iter he amv in the island. He re-
tained, howe er, the famo little cooked t--ilever
of ·c ,--the-b,-e were stol relics in the
mont of - e%ile-but ,the t ·00 cockade he lai

ide -th some ceremony tw y after W terloo,
telliD · valet to keep it:88 a relic, or in vie 0 tter

y. These details are Dot wholly apid,beca he had
ethod and meaning even in such trifles. Moreo er, if
e 0 d picture to 0 selves apoleon in his final phase,
em t 0 them..

hi ma,nner of life P
e breakfasted ala e at eleven, dressed for the day

ut two, and dined, at flrst, at seven, though he after­
changed the hour to four. Just before Gourgaud

there w a new arrangement; the midday break-
f abolished, there was dinner at three, and uppe
at ten; then a few days afterwards dinner· to be at
t gee pected by Gourgaud as in n ed to uit
the health and convenience of Madame de ontholon,
but whioh re probably devised to beguile the long

earin. f the day or to cheat the long wakefulness
of' e night. For he practically passed all his day in

t, reading, writ- g, talking, b withal bored to
death.

.The orld saw nothing of this shabby interior: what
it did see was totally diiferent, for Napoleon kept up,
as part . of hi contention about title, the utmost s te
consistent with his position. He drove out with .~

horses to his carriage, and an equerry in full uniform
riding a each door_ But the six horse&, sometimes a
source of danger from the sharpness of the turns and
the at hioh he chose to be driven, we e nota
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mere uxury. The r at ere sue t t
he ladies of his paI'ty hen ey went out to dinner

or to a had to be COD ry • a ro~V1J·ilg:l&D

equipage drawn by several 70 e of oxen.
The etiquette W Dot I seve • 00 • Gour d

Bertrand and ontholon ere ept standing or
.hours, till they n Iy dropped from fatigue. On 0 e
UlX:aBI·on apoleon· DDoyed by 8 il-Pll!ln.....¥Uri

from Bertrand. The Grand al e eu
by stating th t he has been standing ore than
hours. Gourgaud, and almost ill with fat· e,
wo~d lean against the door. Antommarchi, 0, by-
the-bye, had to P t on a court ben he
visited his patient, had to stand in his presence till
he nearly fainted. On the other hand,· one of
them was .seated by the Emperor and rose w en

&dame Bertrand or Madame de ontholon entered
the room, he was rebuked. The Emperor had a.l a s
been keenly alive to this ritual. He· discourses on
it diffusely to Las Cases. He noticed at once in the
Hundred Days the advance of democraCy when one
of his Ministers rose to leave him without permission.
"Even in the agony of Rochefort he observed a" small
breach of etiquette of the S&me kind. Indeed, hen
Gourgaud mentions to him that in China the sovereign
"is worshipped as a god, he gravely replies that that
is 88 it should be.

At Bt Helena the small court that remained was
chivalrously sedulous to observe the strictest forms
to their dethroned Emperor. None of them came to
his room without being summoned. If they had some­
thing of importance to communicate, they ked for an
audience. None uninvited joined him in a walk; and
all in his presence remained bare-headed, until he be­
came aware that the English were ordered to remain
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co ered in · g to him, hen e desired his folio ere
to do the same. None spo e to him first, unle when
eonversation w in flo . But Bertrand 'once or twiee
contradicted his master 80 ab ptly that the Emperor
at once rema.r ed ·t, and 0 erved th t he would not have
dared to beha e 0 t eries. Bertrand, too,
incurred the imperial by not dining
Grand hal regula.rly at the imperial table; for
sometimes hi wife wished him to dine with her. Any­
thing of this kind that savoured of shortcoming and
neglect seriously annoyed apoleon. Little things that
might have escaped his notice in the bu tIe of Paris
weigh on him at St Helena; they brought home to

·m, too, the change in his position. Then there was the
question of the title. But Bertrand, though he might
sometimes ftag in observance, always sent out the letters
on behalf of his master sealed with the seal and styled

41th the pomp of the Grand Marshal of the Palace and
of the Emperor, though there was little at St Belena
to reeall e·ther the one or the other. At dinner apoleon
was served with great state, on gold and silver p ta,
and waited on by his French servants in a rich livery
of green and gold. Twelve English sailors, chosen from
the squad n, were at first allotted to him and dressed
in the same eostume, but they disappeared with the
Northumberland, to which ship they belonged; and
Napoleon declined Lowe's offer to replace them with
soldiers. A vacant place was reserved next him for the
Empress, but this was sometimes given to soItle favoured
lady. There was a vast variety of dishes, of which the
Emperor ate heartily; on an honoured guest he would
press particular da.inties. As always, his' dinner oc­
cupied but a short time. At the Tuileries it was an
affair of twenty minutes; at St Belena five minutes
more was allowed to enable Bertrand to have his fill
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of bonbons. And in the earlier days at. Loogwood he
ouId send at dessert fo ome vol e of French

tragedy, which he would read aloud.
To many this petty pomp may seem absurd,. but

with the suite we cannot help feeling a elancholy
sympathy; as we see these gallant ge tIe n. determined
to prove that whatever Napo eon . ht be to others,
to them he 'Was always their sove

And we must here notice estrange com ·t·on
of the party. Montholon, as we are informed by his
biographer, held an hereditary oftice der the old
dynasty to which Louis XVllL offered to restore
him on the first Restoration; a statement of which
we should like ome confirmation. Las 0 was
& Royalist emigrant. Gourgaud was the foster-brother
of the Duc de Berry, and was one of Louis XvnI:s
Guard during the first Restoration. Of the four,
Bertrand was the only one .ho could be descrihedas
free from all connection with Royaliem. And apoleon
on one oec ion describes himself gaily &8 the only one
of the party who had ever been a Republican.

The one pleasure of the captive's life was an arrival
of books. Then he would shut himself up with them
for days. together-bathing in them, revelling in them,
feasting on them. But in4eed he was al ays inclined
to remain in the house. He hated the signs of prison,
the sentries, the o~derly officer, the chance of meeting
Lowe. By remaining at home, he tells Gourg~ud, he
preserves his dignity: there he is always Emperor,
and that is the only way in which he can ·ve. So he
tries to obtain exercise indoors. Lowe reports OD one
occasion that the Emperor had constructed a sort of
hobby - horse made of cross beams. He sate at one
end of the beam with a heavy weight at the other· and
played a sort of see-saw. :aut these speeUles would fail,
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and in his deprivation of exercise he would become
ill, he would be touched with scurvy, his legs would
swell, and he would derive a morbid satisfaction from
the reflection that he was suffering from the Gover­
nor's restrictions. Then in the last year of his
life he determined to live again. He rode a little,
but his main inter t was in his garden. Surrounded
by a gang of Chinese labourers he would plan and
swelter and dig. A great painter, says Montholon,
would have found a worthy subject in the mighty
conqueror wearing red slippers and a vast straw hat,
with his spade in his hand, working away at dawn,
directing the exertions of his impressed household, and,
what lrIontholon confesses were more efficacious, the
labours .of the Chinese gardeners. Rorace Vernet
painted a portrait of him in this costume, resting
from his labours with a somewhat flabby expression
of I.countenance. So strenuously did he move earth to
make a shelter that Lowe became alarmed. He feared
that his sentinels might find their supervision limited;
he gave a solemn warning that the work should not
proceed; he took credit to himself that he did not
demolish it. Little or no heed seems to have been
taken of this futile fussiness, for Lowe was now
practically ignored. Napoleon threw himself into
the operations with his usual ardour: spent much time
and money on them: bought large trees and moved
them, with the aid of the artillery regiment and some
hundreds of Chinese. All this distracted him for a time,
and gave him exercise.

His unlucky suite had to delve whether they liked
or not. But this was perhaps a not unwelcome change
of labour. For indoors their work was hard. Napoleon
hated writing, and had almost lost the art, for what
he did write was illegible. It is recorded that on his
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marriage he with incredible difticulty managed to write
a short note to his father-in- w. i h inflnite pains his
secreta •es contriyed to m e it presentable. He could
only dictate; and this he did with a vengeance; OD

one occasion at Longwood he is tated to have dictated
for fourteen hours at a stretch, with only short intervals
from time to time to read over what had been written.

horthand was unknown to his household, 80 the
operation was severe; though Las Cases did inv~t for
himself some sort of hieroglyphic system. oreover, he
80 etimes dictated all night. Gourgaud would be sent
for at four in the mo "ng to take the place of the
exhausted Montholon. He would cheer his secretaries
by telling them that they should have the copyright of
what they wrote, which would bring them in vast SUDl8.

But this illusion did not quench their groans, and indeed
in bitterer moments he told them that if they were
under the impression that their work belonged to them
they made a great mistake. What was the result of all
these labours we do not know-some of it perhaps is
yet unpublished. But there is a great bulk in print,
and some material may have been utilised in other
ways, as in the "Letters from the Cape." Gourgaud,
indeed, suspected the Emperor of several compositions,
of the Cl Manuscrit de Ste Helene," for example, which
he certainly' di not write, a.nd of an article in the
Edinburgh Review, which was composed by Allen t
Holland House, from information pplied by Cardinal
Fesch and Louis Bonaparte. It is probable that there was
a good deal of dictated inspiration cons tly proceeding
from St Helena to Europe; and Gourgaud. blames the
Emperor for producing so many pamphlets. Some of
these manuscripts were buried in a corner of the garden,
and did not, apparently, see the light.

Besides gardening, riding, reading, and composition he
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had few di sons. At one time he took to b ying
lam. and making pe of them, but this innocent whim
soon passed. Polo as ~ed on the island, but Dot ,.
him. Sport strictly so-called was . cult and indifterent.
Gourgaud, who was in efatigable, would sometimes shoot
turtle doves, sometimes a p easant or a partridge, and
sometim a sow. Sir Hudson LowetUl"lled out e
rabbits for apoleon to shoot, but with his unlucky
inopportunenes chose the moment when the Empero
had been planting ome young trees. However, the
killed the rabbits, and so iV the trees; at any te,
the rabbits disappeared. apoleon only began to shoot
in his last days, and then performed feats which would
make a sportsman weep. It had always been so. At

almaison in old days he had kept a gun. in his room
and fired at Josephine's taIne birds. And now·he began,
during his gardening enthusiasm, in defence of his
enclosure, by shooting Madame Bertrand's pet kids, to
her infinite distress, and any other vagrant animals
that stra ed within his boundary. Finding a bulloe
there, he slew that beast also. Then he sent for some
goats and hot em. This shooting, it need searcely
be said, caused uneasiness to the Governor, and to
Montchenn his colleague, as well as a remote pang to
Forsytb his biographer. What would happen, as ed
Lowe, if Napoleon killed· someone by mistake? Could
Napoleon be tried and punished for D1anslaughter P
Such was tbe perturbation, that these questions
were actually submitted to the Law Officers of the
Crown.

At ftrst he 1'ode, but the close attendance of an
English officer was intolerable, and for four years he
did not get on a horse. During this long repose he said
comically of his horse that .if .ever there were a canon
it was he, for he lived well and never worked. He had
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never been nervous on horseback, he .cl, for he
ne er learned to ride. It may inte t some to 0

that he. considered the 6n t and t horse that ever
he owned to be, not t e famous Marengo, but one named

ouradBey.
He played a fe game - b·" • in a· care

on; and reversi, to which he had· been used 88 a
child; and chess. At che he was eminently un Idlful,
.,. d it taxed all the eourtliness of his suite to avoid
defeating him; a simple trickery hich he sometimes
percei ed. On the Norlh'Umberland.·he had played vingt­
et-un, but prohibited it· when he found tha it produced
gambling. Gou gaud gives an amusing account of a
game in which he stakes four turtle doves, while the
Emperor on his side stakes a promise to receive some
young ladies in whom Gourgaud is interested, and gi e
them his autograph. Napoleon loses but does not pay. t
all games he liked to cheat, flagrantly and undisguisedly,
as a joke; but refused, of course, to take the money th
won, saying. with a laugh, "What simpletons ·you are.
It is thus that young fellows of good family are ruined."

. It was·· apparently 8. solace to hi to read aloud,
though he did not read remarkably well, and bad no
ear for the cadences of poetry.. But one of the dim­
culties of those 0 like reading aloud is to find an
appreciative audience, and· 80 it· was in the present case.

o tholon tells us of one at least who slumbered (we·
suspect Gourgaud at once), a circumstance which the
Emperor did not forget. On· another occasion Gourgaud
remarks of a French play: "The 'Awakened Sleeper'
ends us to sleep." When the Emperor reads loud his

own memoirs the same genial companion criticises them
with such severity that Napoleon declines to read them

oud any more. At one reading, ho ever (of" Paul and
Virginia "), .Gourgaud weeps outright, while Madame de
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Montholon complains that reeitals so harrowing dist b
digestion.

He w pposed to declaim like Ta.lm8, and prolonged
declamation of French tragedy in a warm climate may
sometimes invite repose. Tragedy was his favourite
reading, and Corneille his favourite author in that depart­
ment of literature. There is on record & discourse on
Comeille's tragedies, pronounced by the Emperor in the
hazardous saloons of the Kremlin. "Above all, I love
tragedy," he said: "sublime and lofty, &8 Comeille wrote
it. His great men are more true to life than those in
history, for one only sees them in the real crises, in the
supreme moments; and one is not overloaded with the
preparatory labour of detail and conjecture which
historians, often erroneously, supply. So much the
better for human glory, for there is much that is un­
worthy which hould be omitted, much of doubt and
vacillation: and all this hould disappear in the repre­
sentation of the hero. We should see him &8 a statue,
in which the weakness and tremors of the :flesh are
no longer perceptible." Next to· Corneille he seems to
have loved Racine. But he was ea.tholic in his tastes,
and would readily turn to, Beaumarchais, Moliere, and
the "Arabian Nights," though these may have been
concessions to the frailty of his audience. Like Pitt,
his great adversary, he relished "Gil Blas," but thought
it a bad book for the young, as "Gil Bla.s sees only
the dark side of human nature, and the youthful think
that that is a true picture of the world, .which it is
not." He frequently read the Bible; sometimes, in
translations, Homer and Virgil, ~sehylus or Euripide
From English literature he would t8.ke "Paradise Lost,"
Hume's "History of England," and "Clariss8 Harlowe."
With Ossian, to wh tever literature that poet may
~long, he would commune 88 with aD old friend. For
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touohed his trembling ears." The "Discourse
· to "had aw~kened Lodi

hi ion. th~ fo te day en e ppen
e disoo .d 0 0 ender, a d
ooessio of empires, the v e te pie, he

us, as rent, and he beheld the ements of the
. From that t·me in all hi cam igns,· Egypt, in

e in Germany, on his greatest days, that vi •on n ~e

q ·tted hi At 8t Helena it fo ook him for ever, a d
e need not marvel that he avoids Bossuet.

.He bad always been a great reader, though declared
t hi public life he only read what of direct
for his purposes. When he was a scholar at enn

the frequency of his demands for boo was the torment
~f the College librarian. When he &8 a lieutenant
in garrison at Valence he read ra.venously and indi ­
eriminately everything he could l' his OD.

.. en I was a lieutenant of artillery," he s ·d be ore
e collected princes t Eriurt, "I w fo three 1'881'8

in eson at Valence. I spent that time in reading and
readin the library there." Later, e read of his tear­

ing along to join his armies, his coach full of volume
d pam blets which would be flung out of the window

when he had run through them. n he tlavelled
with J osephine,. all. the newest books were put into
the carriage for her to read to him. And though he
declared that his r . g w purely practical, he a ays
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great e lanDed portable co ec-
of t ee thousand choice olumes which hould be

p · ted fo him. But when he oun4 it woul e six
..,. and a quarter of a nillliOD terling to cam late,
he • el" bandoned the project. Even to Waterloo he

aeco panied b" a travelling libr of 800 vol ea
CBIl....-.-;the Bible, Homer, 0 ian, Boss et, and all
ent" volumes of Voltaire. Three da"s aft

abdication we find him writing for a library
Ma.Jmai on, books on America, his chosen destina­

on, books on himself and his campaigns, a collection
of t e Mcmiteur, the best dictionarie and encyclo­
pedi 0 , in his solitude, he devoured the -

· tory, P ilosophy, strategy, and memoirs. Of these
last alone he read seventy - two volumes in twelve

ont. or was he by any means a passive reader:
e would scribble on margins, he would dictate notes

ri . · ms. But the reading aloud was aim t en­
tirely of or of imagination, and the election does
not in · e one with any passionate wish to have been
lmMlen't. or, e have seen, did t actual audience
greatly appreciate the privilege.

What strikes one most in his habits is the weariness
d fu . ·t" of it all. One is irresistibly reminded of a

caged animal walking restlessly and aimle 11' up and
down his confined den, and watching the outside world

• h he fierce despair of his wild eye. If Gourgaud
'as bored to death, what must the Emperor have been I

He is, as a rule, calm and stoical. Sometimes, indeed,
he consoles himself with a sort of abstract grandeur;
sometime he gives a sublime groan. " Adversity was

nting to my career," he says. He takes up one of the
otJlcial year-books of his reign. "It was a fine empire.
I ruled eighty-three millions of human beings, more
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than ~ the population of Europe." e attempts to
control his emotion, 88 he turns over the book, even to
hum a tune, but is too visibly a.1fected. Another time he
its in silence, his head resting on his hand. At t he

rises. "After all, what a romance my life has been!"
he exclaims, and walks out of the room. Nor does fame
console him, for he doubts it. "All th~ institutio that
I founded are being destroyed, s ch 88 the University and
the Legion of Honour, and I shall soon be forgotten."
And again:" • tory will scarcely mention me, for I 88

overthrown. Had I been able to maintain my dynasty,
it had been ditferent." :Misgiving of the future, self­
reproach for the past, the monotony of & ppressed life,
these were the daily torments that corroded his soul.
For six years he supped the bitterness of slow, remorse-
ful, desolate death. .

Moreover, with his restless energy thrown back ~n
himself, he was devoured by hi inverted activities. IJe
could not exist except in a stress of work. Work, he
said, was his element; he was born and made for
work. He had known, he would say, the limits of his
powers of. walking or of sooing, but had never been
able to ascertain the limits of his power of work. His
mind and body, says Chaptal, were incapable of fatigue.
How was employment to be found at Longwood for
this formidable machine? The powers of brain and

. ve and body which had grappled with the world
now turned on him and rent him. To learn enough
English to read in the newspapers what. was going
OD in the Europe which he had controlled,. to dictate
memoirs giving his point of view of what interested
him at the moment, to gossip about his custodians, to
preserve order and harmony in his little household,
these were the crumbs of existence which he was
left to mumble. There is no parallel to his position.
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The world has usually made short work of its Cmsars
when it has done with them. Napoleon had BOught
death in battle, and by suicide, in vain. The constant
effo of 8888Ssination had been fruitless. The hope of
our inisters that the French Government would shoot
or hang him had been disappointed. So Europe buckled
itself to the unprecedented task of gagging and paralys­
ing an intelligence and a force which were too gig8lltie
for the ~elfare and security of the world. That is the
,strange, unique, hideous problem which m8tkes the records
of St Helena so profoundly painful and fascinating.
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CHAPrER XIII

THE OONVBB8ATION8 OF NAPOLBON

is not wise to record every word that falls m a
great man in retirement. The mind which is accustomed
to eonstant aetivity and which is suddenly deprived of
employment is an engine without guidance; the tongue
witnout a purpose is not always und control. The
great man is apt to soliloqUise aloud, and then the sup­
pressed volume of passion, of resentment, of scorn bursts
all dams. Napoleon was aware of this danger. "You
are right to check me: I always say more than I
wish when I allow myself to talk of subjects which so
thrill with interest." There is not so much of this 88

might be expected in the conversation of the Emperor
at St Helens. He sometimes lashes himself into a rage
over the Governor and the restrictions and the rook:
itself, but as a rule be is calm and meditative, thinking
aloud, often with contradictory results. This detach­
ment of mind had been noticed on his return from
Elba by Lavallette. "Never did I see him more imper­
.urbably calm: not a word of bitterness with anyone,
DO impatience; listening to everything, and discussing
everything with that rare sagacity and that elevation
of mind which were so remarkable in him; avowing
his faults with a touching ingenuousness, or discussing
his position with 8 penetration which his enemies could
not equal."

The recorded conversations of Napoleon present &

certain diftieulty. After the first two years of the
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Cons te he rarely unbuttoned himself in talk. And
those with hom he may have done so most frequently,
su h Duroo, or Berthier, or Bertrand, are mute. He
w no doubt a great talker in public, but when he
talked in public he said, not what he thought, but what
he wished to be considered 88 his ideas. At St Helena
we have a great mass of these disquisitions, tor he was
alwa in the presence of diarists, and knew it. Las Cases
and ontbolon record nothing else. But all through his
reign there are abundant notes of the clear, eloquent,
pungent discourse which he aftected in public. Villemain
gi es some admirable specimens on the authority of

arbonne. Th are almost too elaborate to be ex ct.
Tbere is, however, carcely one of the innumerable
memoirs published on the poleonic era mch does
not attempt to give specimens of Napoleon's talk.

But to get t the man, 0 what little is aecessible
o the man, we must go elsewhere. In our judgment
Roederer is the author who rende most faithfullT
he conversation of Napoleon. He gives us specimens

of the earlier consular style when Napoleon was still
a republican in manner and surroundings, when he
'W88 still a learner in civil government, before he ~yed

a crown: specimens of his discourse at the Council of
State: chats at the Malmaison or St Cloud: and also
long conversations of the later period, reported verbatim;
with lifelike accuracy, so far as one can now judge.
Read, for example, Roederer's report of his conversa­
tion °th Napoleon in January and February 1809,
in 1811, and especially in 1813. They form in our judg­
ment the most vivid representations of the Emperor
that exist. Concise, frank, sometimes brutal, but always
interesting---such seems to have been the real talk of

apo1eon. The secret of the charm is that he can bring
his whole mind in tantaneously into play on a subject,

171



OL 0 E

d 80 he ligh it in mom
. torieaJ parallel, native shrewdn

gene and 0 the men
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It· not ·ble to ·ve a dig of
versation at t Helena. t· set fo
volumes of very uneq merit and t
. not always easy to se rate the wheat from t e chaff.
Some of these are ftlled with dictations . ry leon,
which have, of course, an interest and distinction of
their own, but which are not conversations. For
talk revealing the man, we feel convinced t t
Gourgaud's· e oat faithful t ript, and far
superior to the other record.. ontholon is not

tworthy, or 80 intelligent. Los Cases pads and
concocts. O'Meara's book is a translation into • h
of eo ve tion carried on in Italian. It·
spirited and interesting, but does not inspire any n-

ence. But Gourgaud gives, we belie e, an hon
narrative and, wiping off the bilious hues of jealo y and
boredom, an accurate picture. His are, indeed, reminis­
eenoos of high interest. But what is really remarkable
• the air of rough truth about all that he record .
1:'hey are not full dress reminiscences:· they are, as it
were, the keteh of the moment on the wri tband and

e thumb-nail. Where he differs fro Las Cases and
ontholon we have no doubt which to believe. On

state oeeasions they hasten to drape their hero in the
toga or the dalm.atic: Gourgaud takes h· &8 he is, in

* As specimens of full dress conversations, tAke those of Oolonel
Wilks, published by :Mr Julian Oorbett in the MO'AthJfl.BevietD. They
are m&jestic diaJogues, something in the style of Dr Johnson's Par­
liamentary Debates. Wilks, for all we know, may have talked in
this style, but he must have taken great pains in polishing the
Emperor's share; for nothing C&D be conceived more unlike the
eonversations of Napoleon.
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his bath, his bed, with a Panama hat or a red Madras
handkerchief round his head, in a bad temper or in a
good. We will give two instances of what we mean:
the executions of Ney and Murat.

o tholon records the Emperor as saying, on February
21, that" the death of Nay is a crime. The blood of Ney
was red for France. His conduct in the Russian cam-
paign unequalled. It should have covered with a holy
~gi crime of high treason,'· • deed Ney had really
committed it. But Ney did not betray the King," and
80 forth. This expression of feeling is what the public
would expect Napoleon to have uttered, though hardly
on February 21, as he did not receive the news of Ney's
execution till the middle of March. Gourgaud records
DO such language: he reports Napoleon as varying in his
view. Once he says that they have assassinated Ney:
at another time he declares that he only got his deserts.
" No one should break his word; I despise traitors":
" ey has dishonoured himself." "He was precious on
the field of battle, but too immoral and too stupid to
succeed." Napoleon even goes so far as to say that he
ought never to have made Ney a Marshal of France;
that he should have left him a general of division; for
he had, 88 Caffarelli had said of him, just the courage
and honesty of a hussar. He says that' in 1814: he was
a mere traitor, that he behaved, as always, like a rascal.
Contrast this with the Duchesse d'Angouleme's remorse
on reading 8egur's "History of the Russian Campaign."
Had we known in 1815, she says, what Ney did in
Russia, he would never have been executed. Contrast
this with Napoleon himself when in Russia. "What
a . man! What a soldier! Ney is lost! I have 300
milliODs in the cellars of the Tuileries. I would give
them all to' get him back." So too at Friedland: "He is
not a man, he is a lion." We can only conclude from
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in old days when w tied with his di trou tr gg e
against the Papacy, that, in tead of concluding the
Concordat, he had not declared himself a Protes t.
The nation would have followed him, and would have
thus fr~ itse~ from the yoke of Rome.

As to man, he proclaims himself a materialist.
Sometimes he thinks that man was created· some
particular tem~ture of the air, sometimes that }:1e
'Was produced from clay, "as Herodotus nan tee that
Nile mud was transformed into rats," that he was
warmed by the. sun, and combined with electric fluids.
"Say what you like, everything· matter, mo e or e
organised. When out hunting I had the .deer cut open,
and saw that their ~terior was the same &8 that of
man. When I see that a pig has a stomach like mine,
and digests like me, I say to myself, 'H I have a soul,
80 laJIB he.' A man is only a more perfect being than
a dog or a tree, and living better. The p~t is the· first
link in a chain of which, man is the last. I know that
this is all contrary to religion, but it is my opinion
that we are all matter." Again: "What are electricity,
gaIvanism, magnetism? In these lies the great secret
of nature. GalvanisDl works in silence. I think myself
that man is the product of these :fluids d of the
atmosphere, that the brain pumps up these :fluids and
imparts, life, and that the soul is composed of these
ft.uids, which after death return into the atmosphere,
whence they are pumped into other brains."
. Again:" When we are dead, my dear Goorgaud, we

are altqgether dead. What i a 8oul? where is the
soul of a sleeper or of a madman or of a be?"

. Another time he breaks out: "Were I obliged to
have a religion, I would worship the un-the source
of all life-the real God of the earth."

Th~ editors think that Napoleon talked in this ay
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n a spirit of opposition to Gourgaud, who was a
believer - mo e or le88 orthodox. He did, we think,
often argue thus to bring out the strength of the
orthodo position. But often he is only thinking
aloud in the bitterness of his heart-as when he says
that he cannot ·believe in a just God punishing and
rewarding, for good people are always unfortunate and
coundrels .are always' lucky: "Look at TaJIeyrand, e

is ure to die in his bed."
Bertrand thinks, says Gourgaud, that the Emperor

U has religion," and we certainly. think that Napoleon was
more religious than these conversations repregent. But
·he had much lee-way to make up. He was the child of
a Revolution which abjured religion. And yet there
was strength in him to perform the mo t courageous
acts of his life,· the restoration of the French Church,
the conclusion of the Concordat, and the compelling his
scofting companions in arms to follow him to chu

Whatever may have been his motives, they must have
been potent to make him break with the. traditions of his
manhood. For the religious faith and observance •ch
still lur ad. timidly in the civic life of France had dis­
appeared from among its soldiers. "The French my
at this time," 8ays Count Lavallette of the a of Egypt,
U was remarkably free from any feeling of religton."

And the same author tells a curious anecdote of a
French officer who was with him on a boat which was
nearly wrecked. The officer says the Lord's Prayer from
beginning to end. When the danger is over he is mueh
ashamed and apologises thus: "I am thirty-eight years
old, and I have never uttered a prayer since I was six. I
cannot understand how it came into my head just then,
for I declare that at this moment it would be impossible
forme to remember a word of it." And this hostility
to religion seems'to have continued, in spite of Concordats,
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e intere t. He had all his life been w ing
&g:aJ·met Bri • in so fo or other,

a ay n angely ignorant ith reg rd to
etternich, w 0 h been in England, noticed,
poleon s on t .throne, that as regards ng

he believed only hat he cho e to believe,
id ere totally false. This'is the more stranJIll\
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, he .kept a keen eye on British joq.n:uu;UJ
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Eng · h newspapers, hich, after all, w the only e B­

p per critieisD) that he had to face, was no s ret to
his household. He insisted on every abusive phrase
being translated to him, and was furious at the wt.
In pite of this pain education he never at St He
touched on the Eng· h ·thout betraying the t t
igno ce of their character and habits of mind. " Had
I,'" he says, "been allowed to go to London in 1815, I

ouId ve been · in triumph. A.ll the populace
ouId ve bee on my side, and my reason·
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have convinced the' Greys and the Gre villes." Even
had he entered London 88 a conqueror, he see to
have persuaded h· elf that the result ould ha e been
the same. Be told Las Csse that four days after land­
ing in England he would have been in Londo. " I
should have entered it, not a conquero , b t
liberator. I bould have been m 0 er agai ,
but more generous d more ted. The
cipline of my army would have been perfect, and the
troops ould have behaved if t ey ere in P ..

o' sacrifices, not even an indemnity, would have n
exacted from the English. We should have prase ted
ourselves, not &8 conquero ,'but as brothers who came
to restore to them their liberties and their rights. I
should have bade the English work out their own re·
generation themselves; for, &s they were our elde i
political legislation, we wished to have nothing to do
with it except to enjoy their happiness and prosperity;
and I should have acted in good faith. So that in a
few months, the two nations, so long hostile, would
hav:e become identical by their principles, their ma •ms,
and their interests." It is scarcely necessary to sug­
gest that he did not believe a word of. this ridiculous
rhodomontade; but that he should have launched.' it
at all indicates an amazing ignorance of the people
w om he proposed to assimilate.

He liked to listen to the stories of Las Caees' residence
in England, the scandals of the Court, and of Carlton
Bou e, where LasCases had been presented. (" nd
what the devil were you doing there P" the Emperor not
unnaturally asks at this point.) Otherwise he derived
but little sistance from his suite in the eluci tion 'of
the British character and institutions. Gourgaud, for
example, thought that the Riots, of which so much

as being said in England, were a political sect; or,
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-to explain it, the advanced guard of the -g
party-

What did he think of the Eng - hP Though he 80 e­
tim broke 0 t against them, not unnaturally, he seems
to ha~ held them in a certain unspoken respect_ "The
B -tish nation would be very incapable of contending

-th us if we had only half their national spirit," he said
OD one occasion. When he is most bitter he quotes
Paoli, the real author of the famous phrase "They are
a nation of shopkeepers." "Bono mercanti, as Paoli
u to say."

ometimes he gibed, not unreasonably, at the nation
which had been his most persistent enemy and which
had accepted the invidious charge of his custody. But
once he paid them a noble tribute. He begins
quaintly enough: "The English character - s perior
to ours_ Conoeive Romilly, one of the leaders of &

great party, committing suicide at fifty because he had
lost hi - e. They are in everything more practical
than we are: they emigrate, they marry, they kill them-
elves, with le indecision than we display in going to

the opera. They &re also braver than we are. I think
one can say that in courage they are to us what we are
to the Russians, what the Russians are to the Germans,

hat the Germans are to the Italians." And then he
proceeds: "Had I had an English army I should have
conquered the universe, for I could have gone all over
the orld without demoralising my troops. Had I been
in 1815 the choice of the English &8 I was of the French,
I might have lost the battle of Waterloo without losing
a .vote in the Legislature or a soldier from my ranks.
I should have won the game." Has there been, con-
idering the speaker and the circumstances, more signal

praise of our national character P
On two other occasions, when on the throne he had,
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j of 0 diplomacy. He could not understand,

d sterity hares his bewilderment, why the British
had derived so little benefit from their long struggle

d ir victory. He thinks that they must ha e
g by the reproach of · g a nation of sho

, d have wished to show their magnanimity.
"PrQ bl,. for a thousand years such another oppor-

.ty of aggrandising England will not occur. In the
posit· n of ilfairs 'nothing coul have been refused to
1'0 " It was ridiculous, he said, to leave Batavia to the
Dutch, and Bourbon and Pondicherry to the French. He

o d. not hav.e given a farthing for either, had it not
for his hope of driving the English out of Indi

"Yo Ministe, too," he says, "should have stipu-
ted for a commercial monopoly in these&8 of India

and China. You ought not to have allowed the French
or l' other nation to put their nose beyond the Cape.

·t present the English can dictate to the orld,
o y if ay ·thdraw their troops from th

Co tinent, relegate Well·'Ilgton to his estates, and re
&, p ly maritime Power. She can then do what ab

es.'· 'f You ant· old Lord Chatham for a Prime
inister," he says another day.

gain: "You English have imposed a contribution on
ee 0 700 millions of franc , but after all I imposed

one of ten milliards OD your country. While you raised
ours b 70 bayonets, I raised mine through your

Pant."
e set him elf to learn English, and Las Cases to

teach him. The lessons were pursued for a few months,
"sometimes with an admirable ardour-sometimes with
a visible di gust," from January to October 1816, and hen
ceased entirely. There had already been an abortive
attempt on the voyage. Las Cases, who had himself
sinee his return to Franee somewhat forgotten the spoken
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language, says that his illustrious· pupil managed to
some extent to understand English as he read. it, but
th~t his pronunciation was 80 extraordinary as to con­
stitute to some extent a new language. The longest
specimen that we possess of Napoleon's English is thus
phonetically given by Henry, who heard it, "Veech you
tink .de best town P" He wrote an English letter under
an assumed name to Las Cases, which the ·facile courtier
declares to have deceived him. We give it here as the
only written English of Napoleon's that we possess, and
as a proof of the polite credulity of Las Cases.

"Count Lascases. Since sixt wek, y learn the english
and y do not any progress. Sixt week do fourty and
two day. If might have learn fivty word, for day, i
eould know it two thousands and two hundred. It is
in the dictionary more of foorty thousand; eveD he could
most twenty; bot much of temB.· For know it or hundred
and twenty week which do more two years. After this
you shall agree that the study one tongue is a great labour
who it must do into the young aged. '

"Longwood, this morning, the seven march thursday
one thousand eight hundred sixteen after nativity the
yors (sic) (lord) Jesus Christ."

It was thus addressed:
"Count Lascases,. chambellan .of the S.M., Longwood;

into his polac: very press:'
He read English history with interest, having read none

since he left school. "I am reading Hume," he said one
day. "These English are a ferocious race; what crimes
there are in their history. Think of Henry vm. marry­
ing Lady Beymour the day after he had had ADDe
Boleyn beheaded We should never have done such a
thing in our country. Nero never committe~such crimes.
And Queen Mary! Ab! the Salic law is an excellent
arrangement." But the most interesting result of this
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· that he discourses on the analogies between Cromwell
and himself. There is no doubt, he thinks, some re­
semblance between the reign ·of Charles I. and the French
Revolution,. but there could be no real comparison
between hi own position and that of Cromwell. He
was thrice chosen by the free election of the people, and
the French army had only waged war with strangers.
Cromwell had one essential quality, dissimulation; he
had also great political talents, and consummate judg­
ment, for there was' no action in his life which could
be criticised as being ill calc~ted. Was he a· great
general? Napoleon does not know enough of him to
judge.

On French history he makes one or two interesting
and indeed startling remarks. St Louis he considered
an "imbecile." To Lady Malcolm he said that Henry
IV. was undoubtedly the greatest man that ever sate on
the throne of France. But this judgment was only for
external use: in his interior circle he spoke very differ­
ently. Henry IV., he declared, never did anything great.
Voltaire made him the fashion by the "Henriade,", and
then he was exalted in order to depreciate Louis XIV.p

who was hated. Napoleon laughed when he saw
Henry described as the greatest captain of ancient or
modern times. He was, no doubt, a good sort of man;
a brave man, indeed, who would charge sword in hand;
but, .after all, an old greybeard pursuing women in the
streets of Paris could only be an old fool.

Louis XIV., in the opinion of the Emperor, was the
greatest king that France had possessed. "There are
only he and I. He had 400,~ men under arms, and a
King of France who could collect such a host could be
no ordinary man. Only he or I was able to raise such
armies." Had he himself lived under the old monarchy,
he thinks' he would have risen to be a marshal. Forp
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eo eotion, for he aye that the name of Bonaparte is
t e 8& Bonarotti or Buenarotti. Did he then believe

ted to Michael Angelo P He regrets, too,
d at 110 an ancestor of his, Bonaventure
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t from Corsica and her arrival Ma.r-
para' mother was once more, he tells
a pH ht. She aDd her daughte bad

aPt.,hl'11lA' to - e upon. He himself was reduced
asSIIP18t of five fr es, and was on the erge

- -de, being indeed on the brink of the Se- e for
urpps8, when a friend lent him money and 88tved

- mother had thirteen children, of whom he
thir Cl C'est une,maitress6 femme.It

a letter from his mother, and, tho gh
it, is sutliciently moved by it to 0 it

-ODS_ Its tenderness indeed mig t
191

po- t of eo d for -S
d.vn81Ilt~.

ere rhaps may be no
a 0 eon with Co -ea.

ere he e.
ood he retums there_ Of the J)8I''lOQ

1, 1786, and June 1793 he spends more t r
y and two months in Corsica, 0 un uccessfully that
he leaves it. a penniless and proscribed fugitive, and
never again sees the island, of which he could ha e h

ot - g but b-tter and humiliating recollections, e cept
o ent on his return from Egypt, and in ou ­

Elba. evertheles , Corsica follows him- e could
hut - eyes and smell Corsica, he ys at t He na-and

pro oundly influences his career. During his early years
on the island e had contracted a life-long fe d, after the
Co -can f bio, with Pozzo di Borgo. That vendetta

fa1~1l if ot mortal For to Pozzo di Borgo, more,
to y other single man, i due the t

apoleon. It is strange that a e
iea should have been fought to an • s e

, and have decided, maybe, the mastel'7





.QL.&&'IIVJ·i&&ette.
to e e
cle erer

of her fa • y she loved:
step-mother. Ditte ent in

e delighted hen she WOAll'lIAi..:r-t

to spe d. One oould have t,rQS,ted
t, d he had been enjoin

a loo in everything.
. d, good 0 and had saved ·

•d and done, he loved. J 0 ephine bet
t e 0 she h· cho·oe,

to.ret'her. e ov her reon. her grace.
ollowed me to Elba," he ~ , ·t

Had she had a ohild of his, he
e ve left her. It 0 d ha e bet
er, and for France. Fo it ustria t t

t for the ustrian marriage, he would
e ar on ussl&. He declares that
• mind, should rie Louise die, not

CODsi ering the oircumstances· hieh
placed, and the area of ohoice presented to

h· t t HeleD&, there is something half comic, If
t agic in the declaration.

To .s little on he makes one bitter allusion. Gour­
g ud, on the 15th of August, the imperial festi a1,
p ents the E pero~ ·th 8 bouquet as if from th

of Rome. " Dah I" S&ys Napoleon
King of Rome thin no more of me than
you-If But t t · thoughts were always wi
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h' will and, in su:tBciently pro e.
It w his iDtention, he
of all Italy, ·th Rom

ad he had one.
Caroline, who married urat, co'dered, he tells

us, in childhood to be the dunce and Cinderella of th~

family. But she developed favourably, and beeame a
capable and handsome oman. He cannot, however,
disguise his fury with her seeond marriage. He can
seareely believe it - afte t enti y of marriage,
within fifteen months of the violent death of her
husband, with children grown up, that e hould marry
again, publicly, and, where of places P at Vienna. If
the news be true it will have astonished him mOre than
anything tha-t ever happened. Human nature is indeed
strange. And then explodes his inmost thought: "Ab!
la ooquine, 1& ooquine, l'amour l'a tou'ours conduite."

We have seen that he considered Louis XIV. the
greatest of French sovereigns; and this news of Caroline's
marriage produces the strangest of analogies between
them. Readers of St Simon will recollect the vivid de­
aeription he gives of the day when Louis XIV. received
the tidings that his cherished son, the Duc du Maine, luMi,
on a signal occasion, behaved with something less than
conspicuous courage. How the King, then at ly, per­
ceives a SCulliOD pocketing a biscuit: how his 'Suppressed
fury breaks out and wreaks itself on e relatively
innocent object: how he rushes up before the astonished
court and br~ his stick on the servant's back: how
the man flies and the King stands s earing at him,
and impotently brandishing the stump of his cane. The
courtiers cannot believe their eyes, d the King retires
to conceal his agitation. So, on hearing of Caroline's
nuptials, apoleon sits down to diDDer bursting 'th
uncontrollable wrath. He declares that the past is
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THE CO VE AT 0 S 0 APOLE
gritty, and his anger, expending itself on the coo
PUlses all restraint. Rarely, ys Gourgaud, never, y

ontholon, has the Emperor bee n in such a e-
He orders that the man shall be beaten and di·SJDiis8EMI
Tb scene is grotesque and ps. enough, b t it is
Caroline, not the coo , that is the cause.

It not, we may surmise, his sister's marriage
alone that provoked this explosion. The news had
probably brought back to him that day in 1814: when he
received the ews that Murat had betrayed him and
turned hi arms against France. The Emperor's feeling
for urat at that time was a bitter contempt for the
cc barber," as he called him, whom he had raised to be a
king. His anger he reserved for his sister, who, he
be ,governed and directed her husband. Hislanguage

bout her, too, was such, as reported by Barras (who • •
however, a q estionable witness in matters relating

apoleon), that a French editor, by no means squeamish,
is unable to print it. In any ease, whether indelicate or
DOt, we may be sure that it was forcible, and that OD

this day of petUlance the misalliance of Caroline brought
to his mind a darker tragedy and a direr wrath.

Of his b ere he says little that i~ wortb recording,
in view of other and fuller revelations elsewhere. He
~ee1ares eompendiou Iy that they have done him much
harm. He made a great mistake, he says, in maJring
J oseph a king, especially in Spain, where a fIrm and
military sovereign was required; whereas J oseph thought
of nothing but gallantry at :Madrid. J 08eph, in his
great brother's opinion, was not a soldier, though he
fancied himself one, nor was he even brave. It :y
here be mentioned that as Napoleon's appearance de­
teriorated at at Helena it strikingly resembled that of
J 08eph. Las Cases declares that on at least one occasion
be could have sworn that it was Joseph and not apo-
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leo whom he ;We ith regard to Louis and Lucien,
their mania for publishing incilllerent er&e8, and dedi..
eating them to the Pope, is a co tant perple .ty to
him. ·Of both poetasters he remarks at ditlerent times:
"n faut. avoir le diable au carp." L oien, says apo­
leon, wished, after Brumaire, to marry the Queen
of Btruria, and threatened if this were refused to
marry a woman of bad oharacter,-a menace which he
carried out. He was, in his brother's judgment, useless
during the Hundred Days; but aspired after Waterloo
to the dictatorship. He pointed out that his relations
to the Republican party would make him acceptable to
them, and that he would give the military comma d
to the Emperor. Napoleon, witho t answering this
strange rhapsody, turned to Camot, who declared un­
hesitatingly that he could speak on behalf of the Re­
publicans, not one of whom would prefer Lucien's
dietatorship to the Emperor's. Eliza, the member of his
family who most resembled him in character and talents,
and whom, perhaps for. that reason, he disliked, he
scarcely mentions; nor does he say much of the
exquisite and voluptuous Pauline.

From the world at large the Bonaparte family has
scarcely received sufficient attention. For it was an
astonishing race. Born and reared in poverty and ob­
scurity, it assumed a divine right with easy grace. No
Bourbons or Hapsburgs were so imbued with their royal
prerogatives &8 these princes of an hour. J oseph
lieved firmly that he would easily have established him­
self as King of Spain if Napoleon would only have

·thdrawn his troops. Louis had the same conviction
with regard to Holland.' Murat and Caroline were
not less fatuous at Naples. Jerame promptly estab­
lished the state and etiquette of a petty Louis XIV.
Not less remarkable was. their tenacity of character.
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THE CONVERSATIONS OF NAPOLEON
An unfriendly commentator is forced to admit that
their qualities or defects were all out of the common.
The women even approached greatneBB. Caroline and
·Eliza. hp,d striking qualities. And all, brothers and
sisters, had something of the' inflexibility of their mighty
head, and the fullest possible measure of his self-con­
fidence. They frequently defied him. Some did not
scruple to abandon him. The two governing sisters
tried to cut themselves adrift from his fortunes, and
make· terms as independent sovereigns with the enemy.
Lucien believed that he could more than :6ll the place
of Napoleon. In this astounding race, says Pasquier,
the most binding engagements and the most sacred
affections melted· away at the first aspect of a political
combination.

His confidences do not end With his family, for he likes
to talk of his loves. He has had, as he counts on his
ftngers, seven mistresses in his life: " e'est beaucoup.".
But, after all, it is not much when we remember that
a learned and competent historian is devoting three
thick ·volumes ·to this side of Napoleon's character.
Of the most famous, Madame Walewska, to whom at
one time he seems to have been sincerely attached
(though he thought all Polish women addicted to
intrigue), he speaks with great detachment. She was
obtained for him, he declares, by Talleyrand. He avers
to Gourgaud, when vexed with the General, that when
they started for St Helena' he would have given her to
Gourgaud as a wife, but not now, such was the change
in his sentiments. He hears with complacency that she
has married M. d'Ornano. "She is rich and must have
saved, and I settled a great deal on the two children."
fC Your Majesty," says the tactless equerry, "paid
Madame Walewska ten thousand francs a month." The
Emperor blushes, and asks him how he knows this.
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o d not ha e the upport of eden or
e ho d not have proceeded with the expedi -

e en en, he ot re Moscow, e
ve been ucce ful. That his great fa

oug t to have only remained there a fortni t. After
-ving the I hould have crushed hat remained

tuso s army, ma hed on o-Jaroslavetz, To
rop - g to the to-re

troying anything_"
t1 epeats t t his marriag

Lo - the of the war with R
of the support of ustri
he ,..., pining for aggran -

ed -th confidence 0 these 0

no other allies. But" I as in
o d have remained a year OD t

PJo1:uuli-,A.. and then devoured Pruss-" t - t
eed, er e ow heartily, as, if by a fOreD04l11lll,

e ates Prussia. He bitterly regrets that at Tilsit e
-d Dot depose the King, and proclaim that the House

of oheDZOllern had ceased to reign. He is cod t
t t e der would n t have opposed such a 00 ,

p ovided apoleon did ot himself annex th ngdo_
petty Hohenzollern prince on his staff had, he te us,
ed for the Prussian throne, and Napoleon would have
n disposed to give it him had he been descended from

great Frederic (who, by - the -bye, was chil )_
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But his family was a branch which had separated three
centuries ago from the royal stock. And then, says the
Emperor, with less verisimilitude, I was over-persuaded
by the King of Prussia.

He made, he admits, a fatal mistake in not sending
Ferdinand back to Spain after the Rus • campaign,
for that would have restored to him 180,000 good
soldiers. The Spanish blunder 'began, he confesses, from
his .having said to himself on watching the quarrels of
the Spanish Bourbons: " Let us get rid of them, and
there will, be no more Bourbons left." He apparently
counted the SiciJiaD Bourbons for nothing.

Still it is· to Austria, in his judgment, that he owes
his fall Without Essling he would ha e destroyed
the Austrian monarchy, but Essling cost him too dear.
Austria is, he thinks, the real enemy of France, and he
regrets having spared her. At one moment he had
thoughts of causing a revolution there; at another, of
carving her into three kingdoms, Austria, Hungary, and
Bohemia.

What, does he think, was his most brilliant victory?
Austerlitz P Perhaps, he answers. But he has a leaning
for Borodino, it was superb, it was fought so fat- from
home. To Bertrand he stated emphatically that it was
Borodino-"It was the Battle of Giants"-and took
peculiar pride in the intuition which had made him
befot'e the battle make himself master of the mamelon
and redoubt in front of the enemy's position. At Auster­
litz was the best army, and at Wagram the 'largest army
that he had ever comm8.Dded in battle. After Austerlitz
the quality of his army declined. He recurs with constant
pride to the strategy of Eckmiihls·· "that superh
manmuvre, the finest that I ever executed," where with
fifty thousand men he defeated a hundred and twenty
thousand. Had he slept the previous night he could
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never have won that victory; it was, he had to kick.
Lannes awake. A commander-in-ehief should never
sleep; it is then that he should work. That is why he
used a carriage- to avoid unnecessary fatigue in the
daytime. J oseph, he declares, lost the battle of Vittoria
by his somnolence.

A great general, he says, is rarely found. Of all the
generals produced by the Revolution, Desaix and Hoehe
are the only ones, he thinks, who had the makings of
one. The campaign of Dumouriez in Champagne was
extremely fine and bold: he was the only man pro­
duced out of the nobility. Kleber, says Napoleon, oddly
enough, had the qualities and defects of a tall man.
Turenne is the greatest of French generals: he is the
only one who became-bolder with old age. cc He does
exactly what I should have done in his place.... Had
he come to me at Wagram, he would at once have
understood the position. So would Conde, but not
Cmsar or HannibaL Had I had a man like Turenne to
second me in my campaigns, I should have been master
of the world, but I had nobody. When I was absent,
my lieutenants were always beaten.... Conde was a
general by -intuition, Turenne by experience. I think
much more highly of Turenne than of Frederic. In the
place of that sovereign he would have done much more,
and would not have committed Frederic's mistakes.
Frederic, indeed, did not thoroughly understand artillery."

"I count myself for half in the battles I have won, and
it is much even to name the general in connection with
a victory, for it is after all the army that wins it." And
yet he sets great store by officers. "A perfect army,"
he says, on another occasion, "would be that in which
each officer knew what to do according to circumstances;
the best army is that which is nearest to this."

In his judgment of hostile generals, when in actIve
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life, he had been politic. A trustworthy oeiate of his
in those days records that apoleon often said that

vinzy as the best general that he had ever had
opposed to him in Italy, and for that reason he had
never mentioned Alvinzy in his bttllet· , hereas he
constantly commended Beaulieu, Wii er, or the Arch­
duke Charles, whom he did not fear. It seems probable
that he afterwards entertained a higher opinion of the
Archduke. He declined, as we have seen, to confide his
opinion of Wellington to Warden, and at St Helena he
could not be fair to the Duke. But, when on the throne,
he had coupled Wellington's name with his own in a
strange connection. It was because' ellington had
devastated the country in his retreat on • bon. "Only
Wellington and I are capable of executing such
measures." And he adds with perversity that he
regards the ravaging of the Palatinate as the greatest
act of Louvois.

He regretted Elba. "This day year I was at Elba,"
he says gloomily. Had the stipulated income been paid,
he would have kept open house for the learned men of
Europe, for whom he would have formed a centre. He
would have built a palace for them, and led a country­
house life surJ"ounded by men of mark. He would, too,
have enriched the island by throwing open its little
ports. Sometimes, again, he speaks of making it a
second Gibraltar and an emporium of American com­
merce. Lucien, who seems not to have thoroughly
understood his brother, wished to have the minerals
of the island for nothing.

But Bertrand confided to Gourgaud that St Helena
was better than Elba, that at any rate they were more
unhappy at Elba. It was terrible to leave the most
splendid throne in the world for a tiny island where
one was not even sure of a good reception; and for
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our months they were deeply depressed. At t Helena
the greatness of the fall w less sensible; they had be­
come accustomed to it. apoleon on this point declared
conflicting opinions. Sometimes he regrets Jmba: often
he abuses St Helena, but on one occasion he launches
into praise of it, at any rate 88 a residence for his
suite. "We are very happy here, we can ride,. we ha e
good table, we can go away whenever we like, we are ell
received everywhere, and covered with glory," records the
unhappy Gourgaud, at whom this discourse was aimed.

In speaking of Elba the Emperor gives one curious
detail. When he left Fontainebleau in 1814 he had little
hope of returning. The first hope that he conceived
arose from ·s perceiving that no officers' wives were
invited to the banquets at the Hotel de Ville.

One of his favourite topics, in treating which he
reveals the practical character of his mind, is that of
private budgets. He is always discussing them. At one
time it is the budget of a man of 200,000 francs a· year.
The imaginary person is French, of course; for a Dutch­
man, he declares, in a tone of approbation, would with
such an income only spend 30,000 francs a year. Another
time he reckons up the expenditure of a man with 500,000
francs a year. This is the fortune he would himself
prefer; to live in the country with 500,000 or 600,000
franes a year, and with a little house in Paris like the
one that he had in the Rue Chantereine. But he could
live very comfortably on 12 francs a day. He would
dine for thirty sous, he would frequent reading-rooms
and libraries, and go to the play in the pit. His room
would cost him twenty francs a month. But suddenly he
remembers that he must have a servant, for he can no
longer dress himself, and so he raises his figure and
says that one could be very happy with twenty francs
a day,-·t is only a question of limiting one's wants. He
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would amuse himself greatly, living only with people of
a similar fortune. "The most comical result of this habit
or game of calculation appears when he re-reads" Clarissa
Barlowe." He cannot wade through it, though he de­
voured it at eighteen, and so forth. But what really
perple es him is the personal expenditure of LoveIace.
"He has only two thousand pounds a year: I made out
his budget "at once."

In the same practical spirit of detail, when waiting
for a moment in Montholon's sitting-room, he hastily
values the furniture piece by piece and appraises it at
thirty napoleons at most.



OHAPI'ER XIV

TBB SUPREJrlB REGRETS

HE seems to concentrate the main regrets of his solitude
on three capital points: that he could not have died at
some supreme moment of his career; that he left Egypt
and gave up his Eastern ambitions; and, of course,
Waterloo. A to the first, he discusses the right moment
with his suite. "For the sake of history, 1 should have
died at Moscow, Dresden, or Waterloo:' Again:" 1 should
have died after my entry into Moscow": or "I should
have died at La Moskowa (Borodino)." Gourgaud thinks
either Moscow or Waterloo, and only leans to the latter
date as including the return from Elba. Las Oases
protests. against Moscow, as omitting so much.

On another occasion Napoleon again leans to Moscow.
Had a cannon-ball from the Kremlin killed him, his
greatness would have endured, because his institutions
and his dynasty would, he declares, have survived in
France. As it is, he will be almost nothing to posterity,
unless his son should come to mount the throne. "Had
I died at Moscow," he says on another occasion, "I should
have left behind me a reputation as a conqueror, with­
out a parallel in history. A ball ought to have put an
end to me there:'

To Bertrand he said that for the sake of his glory he
should have died at Borodino. If a bullet had carried
him off on that day his name would have appeared to
posterity with unrivalled glory. The imagination would
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not, wever, 'because of hia or Jucbea that
a regretted Egypt. He rev s secret aim in

a me te "France mistre of Egypt 0 d
be of In e" Dd ag e : "The of
Egypt i the ter of Indi " And again: "Egyp
once in ion of the nch,. fare ell Indi to th
Bee h. This one of the grand projec I amlled

t." He w uld have constructed two canals - one
from the Sea the ile Cairo, t e oth
fro the Sea to the editerranean. He ould

e ex:ten the dominion of Egypt tQ e sou d
ould have enlisted the blacks of Sennaar and D
ith ixty or seventy thousand of these, and thirty

tho d picked Frenchmen, he would have marched
ee column on the Euphrates, and, after making

g halt there, would have proceeded to conquer
On arriving in India, he ould have allied him­

eth the Mahrattas, and had hopes apparently 0

sedlucilng he sepoy troops. The British, he declares,
m ch afr ed of this scheme of hi. " Gorgotto,
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have been reading t t
r e Eng" a e to get
to India from Egypt with the n c e 0 an army, I
should have driven them from The East only

ts a man. The master of the master of
India. But no e hall see at come to them
from R The Russians, already in Pe ia, have not
far to go to reach In "" d then he repes eo ­
stant p 8OCCUpatiOn. "Russia is the Power that marches
the most surely and "th the greatest strides towards
unive dominion, " " " for no there i no ce and
therefore no eq " "brium."

He had been in effect Emperor of .the West, and
ontholon tells Gourgaud that from his instructions as

Ambassador he inferred that apoleon meant to be
crowned by that title. The Confederation of the Rhine

as being inft.uenced in this ~tion, and at Erlurt,
it is said, the matter would have been settled, ~
not Alexander demanded Constantinople as a counter­
balance. At Bt Helens, however, his regrets are not for
th t position, but for the Empire of the East. And
the reason is twofold: &8 Ruler of the East he ould
have struck a great blow at the Britb,h, and would
have emulated Alexander the Great. For, here let

ote that his real hero and model i .Ale ander. It"
not merely hi campaigns that Napoleon admires, for
these one cannot, he says, well conceive, b t his state ­
manship. In his thirty-fourth year he leave an immense
and well-established empire. He had, too, the a,rt of
making friends of the people that he conquered. It ,
continues the Emperor, a great act of policy in him to go
to the temple of Ammon, for it was thus that he con­
quered Egypt. "So I, had I remained in Egypt, should
probably have founded a empire like Alexander, by
going on a pilgrimage to ecca." Even 88 he leaves
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ure to find you in 0 ay."

adl[D1J~tiO for e r the
,ever fo

e plains of R
ed the luelme

o a conversation with arbonne, e
•th a udden flash in eyes: "After

e la· if under the inspiration of a vision, "
ong ·ourney i the way to India. lexander h

ke as long a march as that from cow to In· in
order to gain the Ganges. I have always saed 80 to
my If since the siege of cre. ithout the Eng.

·buster and the French emigrant ho directed the
~....Ir'·iah artillery, and who, with the plague, made me

e ·age, I would ha e conquered ha • and
come hac upon Europe to seek the thrones of ce

d Italy. I m t now do just the reverse, and from
e extremity of Europe invade ia in orde to a
gland. You are a are of the missions of Gardanne
d Jaube to Pe •a: there has been no out arel

: but I ha e all the map and statistics of popu­
for a march from Erivan and Tiftis to India.

t would be a campaign leg formidable, perhap,
that which awaits us in the next three months....

ppose oscow taken, RU88ia crushed, the Czar re­
co cUed or iDated in some palace plot, sueceeded
perhaps by a new and dependant dynasty. Would·t

t en be ible for a great French army ·th
a .. •es from Tiflis to attain the Ganges P ce
touched by & French sword, the scaffolding of mercan­
tile po er in India would fall to the ground. It 0

be a tpgaDtic e pedition, I admit, but practicable in
o 009



e teenth century"
t I te po er

t poleon P,~IA'P1'ad

ty of e j gment?
e third grea bj t 0 regret eo, ater-

loo, over hich e sometimes seem to him gnaa
e teeth. Cl Ab I if et ere to begin e I" he exc e
e cannot unde tand ho he lost it. Perh the

rain of the 17th? Had he had c et at the head
of Grouchy's army, had he had dr80ssi in ult'
place, could Bessieres or Lanne have comma.n ed t e
Guard, he given the eomm8.lld of the d to
Lobau, bad t headed the cavalry, had Olausel or

marque been at the War Oftice, all might have been
dDferent. Should he have waited a fortnight longer?
He would then have had the l2,000 me employed in
La Vend6e. But who would tell that La Vendee would
be so soon pacified? Should he have attacked at ?

hould he not have concentrated all hi troop under
Paris and awaited events P Perhaps then the Allies
would not have attacked him. It is -note orthy, e

p, that all their proclamations are dated after ate­
loo. He should not, he thinks, have employed eyor
Vandamme. More than once he says he lost it beca.
of the fault of an ofBcer ho gave G yot the order
to charge with the one Grenadiers, for had they
been kept in reserve they would have retrieved the
day, but ontholon declares that there is no doubt
that the Emperor gave the order himsel e e had Dot
been able to see the battle well. B the men of 18 5

ere not the men of 1792: the gener had become
timid. He is too apt, indeed, to blame hi ener ,
such Neyand Vandamme. GOurg&ud begs him to be
more lenient: he replies, Cl One mu t peak the t th.·
He goes 80 far as to declare that· the who e glory of the
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. the Prince
ywodhvebeen

beyo t e
. tance of his ooeasional pet
self in reasons for hi del t, but begins at
perceive that some part of the res t may ha e
d e to the character of the enemy. "The Eng •
by the excellence of th ir discipline," he admi then
wande on to other reason. But this may be taken to
be hi summin up:" It was a fatality, for in sp·te of

I ould have won hat battle.... Poor ce, to
be beaten by those seoundrels. But 'ti true there had
already been Cressy and Agineourt." thought whieh,
as we have seen, had long been' present to his
mind.

Then hat should he have' done after Waterloo?
There is only one point on which he is al ays clear
and 00 tant-that he should have had Fouche hanged
or hot at once. He had the military commission a
ready to try him, it was that which had· tried the Due

ghien, men ho ran the danger of being h ged
themselves. But· beyond that it is all darknes . e­
times he t· s he should have shot Soult, but when
or why does not clearly appear. He would, he :ys at
other times, have beheaded Lafayette, Lanjuinais, and
a dozen, or thirty, sometimes even a hundred othel'8.
Gourgaud and he often discuss this interesting point. On
one ooeasion, apoleon alludes to the plan of convoking

t the Tuileries' the Council of State, the 6000 men of
the Imperial Guard in Paris, the faithful part of the

ational Guard, and the Federates, haranguing them,
and marching on the Chambers, which he would have
adjourned or dissolved. He thinks he could thus have
gained a respite of a fortnight, in which he ould
have forti1led the right bank of .the Seine and col-
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rlgbts 0

en,inso,
I oDl pr y If fo not
ouobe, and he b t just escaped."
• "Yes, I 0 ght to h ve gone to

tired out, and I coul not c -
t t ey 0 d t against me 0 quic 7, for

· ed at eig t 0' ock and at noon they we in
SWlTeeti·on; they too me y rise.tt He his
hand over is face, and continues in a hollow voice:

r all, I am only man. I migbt indeed ha e put
at th h of the y, hich in 8 our

n, hatever ha pe eel, it e been
e
the es ould ha d lared

they e only against me, and the army
o d have cqme to believe it. History will perhaps

reproach me for having uceumbed too easily. There
· tie iq e on my part. I ot!ered at D

my If once more at the head of the army,
b t the Go e ment ould not have it, so I left them
to themselv

"The fact is that I came back too soon from El
but thought the Congress was dissolved. No doubt
I 0 ght to have declared myself dictator, or have
fo a council of dictatorship under Carnot, and no
to ve called the Chambers together; but I hoped
th t the Allies ould feel confidence in me whe they
heard of my convoking parliament; and that the
Chambe ould give me resources that as dictator I
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TRB D OOBAOY

On point is clear in all these discussions OD aterloo
and its sequel: 80 clear. aDd yet so unnoticed t t it

orth a short digression. Whatever apo eo
7 occasionally 7 in retrospect, with regard to plac°

&&....~.lf at the head of a popular and revolution
o ement after aterloo, we are convinced that e

only deluding himself, or toying with his dienceo
e reoo ectio of my youth deterred me," e said

tru t elena. He had n too muc of the
olutio to y uch contingencyo He h . bee

t e frie d of ierre, or rather of Ro pierre'
brother, but afte having reOgneel over France a
sovereign he entertained, it is clear, the profoundest
repugnance to anything resembling revolution or ven
di80 ~ro 0 eye-witness of the Terror was affected by
a more profound reaction than apoleon. It had left

om with a horro for excess, and a passion for order.
He could have uttered with a olute truth the proud
words w ch his dynastic successor uttered with· more
imperfect fulftlment: "Pour l'ordre, fen reponds."

This was no secret to his intimates. He feared the
pIe, said Chaptal; the least discontent or distur ee,

t e slightest rising affected him more than the loss of
a battle. He was perpetually vigilant on this point.
He ould send for. his ministers and say that. there

as not enough work, that the artisans would lend
an ear to agitators, and that he feared an insurrec­
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.tion m loss of bread more than ttle against
000, men. He 0 d th order id or ·t
and he would ad anee money to the principal manu­
facture One of these cri cost him in this &7
more than t 0 millio ste~ling. en I hear peoPle.
writes e de Remusat, ~g how easy it· to
govern by force, I think of the Em ror: of ho
used to harp on the diftlculti arising from the use
of force against citizens: of how when· .• ters
ad· any strong m he 0 "yo
guarantee that the people not against ·tP"
He oul take pi ore in WJring. of the emotions of
battle, b t wo d turn pale at t e tion the
excesses of a re olted people. The Revol tWn had
indeed set her seal on him; he bad never forgotte it.
He represented and embodied it, but always il tl
contending against it. And he lmew it to be a hope-
less battle. "I, and I alone, stand between •ety
the Revolution," he would say, "I can govern &8 I · e.
But my son will have to ~ a liberal" And he
right, for in the ten months during which he 88

ut at Elba the Revolution reared its head 0

more. It was always present to him, not as his souree
or inspiration, but &8 a nameless terror to be erted
at any cost. He was indeed the child of e Re~

tion, but a child whose one object was parricide.
He ilreaded the idea of firing upon people; he

preserved lifelong regret for h· action in the
Ven 8miaire outbreak, which. he feared the people would
ne er forget: be was prepared, as we have n, t
aim t any· cost to avert and buy oft the terial
diseontent of the people. But his·horror of the Revolu,­
tion alld its methods went far beyond such demonstra­
tio as th8lt8, considerable though they be. For he
would not touch the Revolution even to save his crown
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HCJI8t1·J1·'ty to the 01 tion could not g
He had seen, with bitter 0

conte pt, Louis the i bow to
m from e balcony of th Toileries with
cap of ·berty on his head. ot to p rve his .tMiPt.'Ir

or ynasty would poJeon fo a moment 888

that cap. _
After Watt'rloo the multitude (" eanaille" as Napoleo

generallyealled them at St Helena) thronged round •
palace aDd begged hiDl to lead them; for they co ·d
him th. only barrier against feudalism, against the re­
sumption of the. confiscated property, and against foreign
do • tion. "Whatdo these people owe me?"-Napol D,

as .he hears them, breaks out with udden candour­
"I found them poor. I leave them poor." ontholon
p rves fpr 8 one of these scenes. Two regiments
and a ast multitude from the Faubourg St Antoine
eom to d d that he sball lead them against the
ene y.~e of their pokesmen alludes to the 18th
of rumaire. Napoleon replies that circumstances are
changed. that what then expressed the lmanjmo wish
of the people would now require an ocean of French
blood, and that he 'would shed none on behalf of a per­
sonal e&use. And when the multitude is dispersed he
explains himself· more fully to Montholon. ca Were 1," he
said, "to put into action the brute force of the masses.
I hould no doubt save Paris, and assure the crown to
myself without having recourse to the horrors of ei •
war. but I. should also risk a deluge of French blood.
What power would be sufficient to dominate the
eio ,the hatr~, the vengeance that would be aroused?
No! I ~ot forget that I was brought from Cannes to
Paris amid sanguiilary cries of Down with the Priest.!
Down with the Nobles I I prefer the regrets of France
to r crown." .During that famous march, the passion
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of the people, stirred by the b •ef gove e t of· the
1>0 had made the dee t impres ion on him.

". have," he said on arriving in Pa • , "~nly to give the
signal or even to turn my ey away, and the nobles
would be massacred in e-very province in France. But
I · not be the King of t e mob." Had he co nted to
associate himself with the popular fury at the peeted
attempt to resume the land and privileges which were
lost in the Revolution, he could, he .was convinced,· have

·ved in the capital at the head of two millions -of
peasants. But he would not be the King of the· mob:
h· whole being, he declared, revolted at the thought.

Once indeed at Longwood he is said to-have abandoned
himself for a ent to a different dream. " Were I
to return," he &aid, "I should found my empire on the
Jacobins. Jacobinism. is the volcano which threatens aB
social order. Its eruption would be easily produced in
Prussia, and by the OtJ6rlhrow of the throne of Berlin
I 8hould have given anim11Um86 impetus to the~
of Jilrance. Pni.BBia has alwa1/S been since the time 0/
Fndtwic, and 1.OiU al1lJQ.'1I8 be, the .greateBt obstacle to
my fYI'Oiecta for 1!raftC6. Once the red cap of liberty
supreme at Berlin, all the power of Prussia would be
at my disposaL I would use it as a olub to sinash
Russia and Austria. I should resume the natural
frontier of France, the Alps and the .Rhine; and, having
effected that, I should set about the great work ·of
ounding the French empire. By my arms and by the

f ree of Jaoobinism, by avalling myself of -every favour­
able ci.reupurtanee and conjuncture of events, I should
convert urope into a federation of small sovereigns
over which the French Emperor should be paramount.
I should fix its limits at the Niemen: Alexander should
only be the czar of Asiatic Russia. Austria 'would be
only one of three kingdoms-Hungary and Bohemia
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being t er two-into whioh I, hould divide the
empire of ria Theres&. Then Europe would be

roteoted from Russia, and Great Britain would become
nd-rate Power. Only thus can peace be secured

for Europe." MontholoD records this strange rhapsody,
and declares that it was spoken on March 10th, 1819,
two years before the Emperor's death. It is very
unlike his other estimates of Prussia, or his real views
as to Jaoobinism. If we accept it as genuine, we
must take it to 'be a sort of meditation &8 to the
possibilities gf an alternative policy. Possibly, indeed,
he may have come to the conviction, after the ex­
perience of the Hundred Days, that were he', ever
again to find himself in France th was no other
w y of maintaining himself. He had, however, made
an allusion of the same kind to Metternioh in their
famous interview at Dresden. "It may be that I shall
8UOO b, but if so I shall drag down with me all other
orowns and the whole structure of society itself."

Talleyrand, with his cold instinot of judgment, had
seen at the very outset of the Hundred Days that the
one chance for Napoleon was to nationalise the war~

His army would, not suffice him; he must rely on the
party from which he sprang, on' the ruins of. which he
had raised himself, and which he had so long oppressed.
Nor was Alexander insensible to the danger. He pointed
out to Lord Clanoarty that it was necessary to detach
the Jaoobins from Napoleon, though that would not
seem to have been an easy task for a Russian emperor.
Still it is well to note that the clearest and best-informed
among the assembled princes at Vienna realised that the
one chance for Napoleon was ,to become again what he had
been at the outset of his career-the Revolution incarnate.

Lavallette tells us the truth in one pregnant sentence
-the eleven months of the reign of Louis XVill. had
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een apoleon and the Chambers there reign
om t e first a scarcely disguised hostility. Appear­

ere to some limited extent maintained. B t
parties ere p ~g a part, with little, if an ,

· guise; and neit er was the dupe of the other.
e Chambers ere willing to use apoleon as a eon­
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t bre
poleon, hi

a tc od or
Li 0 the Continent. For

p. t·o he had no sym thy;
ho hom he contempt 0 ly te ad •deologues. er,

ju tiee, force, symmetry, these were his admjnistrative
id ; - tempered always by the personaJ eq •on.

e agen of hi liberalism Can only be explain by
the f t that, the Constit tion-mongers of 1815 ha •

· peared on the return of the Bourbons in a storm
of contempt, this episode of the Hundred Days for­
gotten. All that was remembered was the fact that

apoleon w the child of the Revolution, who had
hu bled mutilated the old dynasties of Europe
wit out regard to antiquity, or prescription, or title.
To e p e he tood for the Revolution, and to the
army for glory.. 0 one member d, or at any rate
cared to recaJ1, that he had knowingly ceded his throne
and yielded himself a prisoner rather than place himself
at the head of a popular insurrection.

But it been remembered, it would have been
he d to be • ted by the martyrdom of St He en&.

poleon quite aware of the advantage that
memory d cause would derive from his imprison-
ment. His death in lonely captivity cancelled all
errors and all his shortcomings. His memory, purged
of all recollection of his iron rule, of his insatiable

e ds on the blood and resources of France, of the
t 0 inv ·ons of her territory which he had brought
about, became a tradition and a miracle. The peasantry
of &Dee bad a1 ays been, next to the army, his
main support, for they had considered him their

2:aJ





_ ..I,;,I,A,......_c c
tion, and

dome re-
e of apoleon

~1""1:-a.L1L21m.. ter 0 ,

more definite p
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Empire in France, which is alive there, and •eh,

•ous forms, has found favour else here,· the
legacy, perhaps the final message of po n.
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• ADtoJJllD&l'Chi, characteristically enough, st&te8
afterwards he heard Napoleon say u tete • " " t1e," and

erehis lastwords" Montholon presslystates tbatAntoDllIDtlorCl1li
not in the room at two o'clock hen apoleo d U 1;6 Me"
The point' of little importance except 0 e dfftlculW of
aacertillLin:"in. the exact truth at Longwood up 1nBta.Jlt.
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et boom memories. The:&re of mithfleld have left
in d embe that till smo der. Ireland has
remem red m which·t 0 d or her own happi­
ness to forget. The Scots are • Jaoobi t heart.

Again, we have more chance of seeing the maR
poleon at St Helena than at any other period of hi

career. In the first years of the eon ulate the man
was revealed, but then he was unde oped. On the
thro e he eeased to be human. t Elba e had no p
ent e • tence; he as alway in e past or the future.

oreover, what as pu h about him duriJ;ag
his 1U and for long after his death has little value. A
sure test of greatness in men of action is the absence of
lukewarmness with regard to them. They are detested or
adored. The idolatry and hatred which N poloon inspired
sUrvived him too long allow of the play of reason.
No one seemed able then or for long afterwards to put
on a pair of smoked glasses and gaze dispassionately at
this da.zzling luminary. Nor is it easy now. One has to
sift evidence and passion, and make allowance for oppos­
• g frenzies. ms correspondence, especially that part
whie as suppressed, furnishes, of course, the great
picture of his manifold activities and methods. This is,
however, but a small fraction of .the literature which
eoncems him. Of books and memoirs about Napoleon
there is indeed no end. Of veracious books, which give
& sure or even remotely impartial picture of the man,
there are remarkably few.

me judicious observers, who knew Napoleon well,
wrote their real impressions, but wrote them very
secretly, and the result is only now oozing out. Of
these witnesses we incline to put Chaptal first. He 'was
for some time Napoleon's confidential :Minister, and he
anaqses his character with the dispassionate science of
an eminen chemist. Pasquier we are inclined to place
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D t, being OD the whole
h·m e ho d per

• h • elude the •cal ry of the
e · •OD,. give brilliant portrai e or of an
admirer, but by no me&JUI a blind admirer. We should
ut him 88 a pendant to Pasquier, and say that
e· f vourably fair. And the bea ty of his sty!

the e quisite eloquence of some of the passages, ould
lure on the sternest and sourest eritice of the hero.
Lavallette, though he does not tell us much, and though
the Duke of Wellington on the slightest grounds
stigmatised him as a liar, seems sufficiently trustworthy,
on the partial side. Roederer, from among a number of
massive volumes containing his unreadable works, yields

me pure gold; priceless notes of apoleonic eonversa •on.
T.b,e three books of Fain, fancifully called Manuscripts, are

uable, not merely for the state papers they contain, b
as the ork of a man who was always with Napoleon,
and who had received, moreover, the aluable co-operation
of ret. Fain's personality is always kept in the hac ­
ground, a notable peculiarity in this c of literature;
and to his not I exceptional accuracy even Wellington
testifies. Madame de Remusat, with heavy deductions,
leaves something of value. But we can ne er forget
that she burned her real, contemporary memoirs in 1816;
and that those now published were composed three years
afterwards, during the bitterest reaction of the Restora­
tion, when it was considered indecent to allude to t e
Emperor, much less pronounce his name, in polite society.

oreover, she was the close friend of Talleyrand,
apoleon's unremitting enemy; was lady-in-waiting to

Josephine, whose wrongs she resented; and, orst of all,
was a woman who could not forgive Napoleon's clumsiness
and deficiency in courtesies and gallantrie. On a 10 e
scale we may mention Meneval and BeaUS8e. On a
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gi es light from a tho sand facets. Sometime he invents,
aometim he talks something perilously like nonsense;
80 etime he is petty, theatrieal, or outrageous: but in
the main, w ere you get at the man himself, he is
inte Iy human and profoundly inte tinge tudy,
then, 0 apoleo' tte ees, part from any attempi
to discove the t • prodigious e ploits, cannot
be eon ·dered-·as wasted: whether it be pursued with
the vie of imitating, or a oiding, or simply of learning,
it can scarcely fail to be stimulating. His career, partly
perha because it· not scientiftcaJly divided into acts
or p ,gives rise to a number of questions, all ob •ous
and pertinent, but seldom admitting of a direct or satis­
factory re lYe What was his conception of life P What
was his hed objectP Had he any such deliberate con­
ception or object P W 88 he always sane P Was he in
any degree a charlatan P Was he simply a lucky fatalist
of vast natural powers P Or was his UC008S due to the
most remarkable combination of intellect and energy
that stands on exact record P

To all these questions, and scores of others, many
pa 1 men will be ready with a prompt reply. But
e more the student examines the subject, the less ready

will he be with an &nswer. He may at last arrive at his
own hypothesis, but it will not be a confident one; and
he • ftnd without surprise ·that his fellows, equally
laborious and equally conscientious, will all supply excel-
ent .solutions, totally at variance with his own and with

each other.
By the philosopher, and still more by the philosopher

who -believes in the divine guidance· of· human affairs,
the true relation of Napoleon to the world's history
will be reduced to a very simple conception: that he

unched into the world as a great natural or
upernatural force, as a scourge and a scavenger, to
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effect a vast operation, partly positive, but mainly nega­
tive; and that when he has accomplished that work
he is withdrawn as swiftly as' he came. Cmsar, Attila,
Tamerlane, and Mahomet are forces of this kind; the
last a much more potent and abiding factor .in. the
universe than Napoleon; another proof, if proof were
needed, of how small is the permanent effect of war­
fare alone on the history of mankind. These men make
great epochs; they embody vast transitions; they per­
plex and appal their contemporaries; but when viewed
at e. distance they are seen to be only periodical and
necessary incidents of the world's movement. The de­
tails of their career, their morals, their methods, are
then judged, interesting though they may be, to be
merely subordinate details.

Scavenger is a coarse word, yet it accurately represents
Napoleon's first function as ruler. The voleano of the
French Revolution had burned itself out. He had to
clear away the cold lava; the rubbish of past destruction;
the cinders and the scorim; the fungus of corruption
which had overgrown all, and was for the moment the
only vis'ble result. What he often said of the Crown
of France is absolutely true of its government. "I found
it in the gutter, and 1 picked it up on my sword's point."
The gutter government he replaced by a new adminis­
trative machine, trim, pervading, and efficient; efficient,
that is to say, so long as the engineer was a man of
extraordinary energy and genius.

Then he is a scourge. He purges the floor of Europe
with fire. As the sword and spirit of the Revolution,
though in all the pomp of the purple, he descends upon
the ancient monarchies, and compels them to set their
houses in order. True, after his fall they relapse. But it is
only for a space, and reform if not revolt is soon busy
among them. Had it not been for Napoleon this could

231



APOLEO LAST PHA E

ot have happened; for, when he ed the overnment,
Eo ope moo at last ha e ste ed th vo tiOD.

We 0 not discuss his military greatness; t t is
·versaJly ackno ledged. ~t would, moreover, uire
expert a volume to discu it ·th nth rity. To

the civilian eye he .seems, at hi t, the greatest of
all soldie . His rapi .ty of movement and app en-
•0llt h· power of inspiring his armies to perform

extraordinary feats, his knowledge of detail combined
with his gigantic grasp, his prodigio triumphs, make
cool judgment difficult. Later oJ1, even civilians may see
faul -the Grand Army, for example, becoming, before
it s ck a blow, little more than mob, without ~
eipline and without provisions, for want of praetiea.l
foresight and eoJDDiissariat. There is a .spositiop, too,
among histonans, perhaps a growing one, to attribute a
luger share of credit to his lieutenan for some of his,
great victories; to Desaix, for instance, at M engo, to
D rvout for J en But, let what will be subtracted, there
remainli1 an irreducible maximum of fame and exploit.
After all, the mass-of man ind can only judge of results.
And, though there may be no one achievement equal
to OESar's victory at Alesia, the military genius of
Napoleon in its results is unsurpassed.

e do not, of course, imply that the negative and
wa.rrior work of Napoleon, immense though it was,
repre nts anything like his whole career. He was a
great administrator. He eontrolled every wheel and
spring, large or small, of his vast machinery of govern­
ment. It was, as it were, his plaything. He w his own
W Br Office, his own Foreign Office, his own Admiralty,
his own Ministry of every kind. His Minister of Police,
when he was Fouche, had no doubt a department of
some independence; but then Napoleon had h8Jf-a-dozen
police agencies of his own. His financial m&Dagement,

288



THE E D

by hich he sustained a vast empire with power and
splendour, but with rigid economy and without a debt,
is a el· and a mystery. In the ofticee of tate
he knew everything, guided e erything, inspired every­
thin. He himself aptly enough compared his mind
to a cupboard of _pigeo - holes; to deal with any
subject he opened the pigeon - ole relating to it and
closed the others; when he wished to sleep, he clos8C}
them all. Moreover, his inexhaustible memory made
him familiar with all the men and all the details 88

well 88 with all the machinery of government. Darn,
one of Napoleon's most efficient Ministers, told TAmarque

'a curious story which illustrates the Emperor's un­
flagging thoroughness of administration 88 well 88 his
anxiety to learn. One day, in the' Eylau campaign,
Darn left the Emperor, saying that he had to open his
letters. " What letters can you receive," asked the
Emperor derisively, "in this Arab camp, where we live
on the country we march P" " Your ajesty shall
soo," replied Darn, and in a short time returned, followed

'Y half-a-do~n secreta~es laden with papers. Napoleon
opened the at hazard; it contained a deman from
the hospital at Mayence for a hundred syringes. "What!
De you provide syringes for the hospital at Mayence P"
"Yes, and yo :Majesty pays for them." The Emperor
spent four hours opening and reading all the letters;
he continued to do so for eight successive days; then he
said: U For the Drst time I understand the mechanism of
an army." On his return to Paris after Tilsit he pur­
sued the same course with all the other Miuisters
successively. After this process, which lasted six weeks,
he carried a similar investigation into the ranks of the
subordinates. What a force in itself was this quick yet
laborious apprehepsion, this detailed probing of his vast
administration! The inherent defect of such an executive
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NAPOLEO : THE LAST PHASE.as that no less an energy or· intellect could have" kept
it going for a eek. So completely did it depend on the
master that it was paralysed by the least severance from
him. Had Napoleon been ill for a week the whole
emp would have sickened. The conspiracy of allet
in 1812, and the conduct of affairs by the Council of
Regency in 1814, are eminent instances of this.

Then he was a great legislator. The positive and per­
manent part of his work is, of course, the Code. Wars
end, and conquests shrink-ilO much so, that Napoleon
after all left France less than he found it. Indeed, the
only trace of his reign now visible on the face of
Europe is the Bernadotte dynasty in Sweden, which was
not the direct result of conquest, nor the direct work
of Napoleon. All that of this kind he planned and
fashioned passed away with him. But the Code remains,
and profoundly affects the character of the nation, as
well as of the other races to which it has been extended.
Few enactments, for example, have had a more potent
effect in moulding the social and political life of a
community than the provision of the Code for the
compulsory division of property. It checks population,
it enforces equality, it constitutes the most powerful
and conservative of landed interests.

To achieve such work required a puissant organisation,
and indeed his physical constitution was not less remark­
able than his intellectual mechanism. His digestion
endured for a lifetime, without resentment, hearty meals
devoured in a few moments at odd times. His first tooth
was extracted at St Helens, and then, it seems, un­
necessarily. But this operation was the only one that
he ever underwent. It appeared in other ways that his
exceptional mind was lodged in an exceptional body.
In his prime, before his passion for hot baths had
weakened him, he was incapable of fatigue. He fought
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Alvinzy once for five consecutive days without taking
off his boots or closing his eyes; when he had beaten
the Austrian he slept for thirty-six hours. On arriving
at the Tuileries after his breathless journey from
Valladolid, when he had paused only for a few hours
at Bayonne, he inSisted on at once inspecting, without
an instant's delay, the entire palace, and the Louvre,
where new constructions were proceeding. He would
post from Poland to Paris, summon a council at onoe,
and preside at it with his usual vigour and &Cuteness.
And his councils were no joke. They would last eight
or ten hours. Once at t 0 o'clock in the morning the
councillors were all worn out; the :Minister of Marine
was fast asleep: Napoleon still urged them to further
deli1;Jeration, "Oome, gentlemen, pull yourselves together;
it is only two o'clock; we must earn the money that the
nation .gives us." Throughout these sittings his mind
was always active and predominant. Never did a
counail separate without being the wiser, eithe from
what he taught or from the close investigation which
he insisted upon. He would work for eighteen hours
at a stretch, sometimes at one subject, sometimes at a
variety. "Never," says Roederer, "have I seen his mind

e&ry; never have I seen his mind without its spring; not
in strain of body, or wrath, or the most violent exercise."

Sometimes he carried physical force to an extreme
point. He kicked Volney in the stomach for saying
that France wanted the Bourbons, and the philosopher
was carried away senseless. On another oceasion he
knocked down his Ohief Justice and belaboured him
with his fists. He is said to have attacked Berthier
with the tongs. These were the rare eruptions of a
nervous system occasionally yielding to continuou
strain. Nor was the primitive Oorsican altogether
smothered under the robe of Empire.
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gain there were reactions. Witn that trange
scene at the little mansion of DUben, where he sits for
two days on a sofa, heedless of the despatches which
are messed on his table CAning for reply, engaged in
vacantly tracing capital letters on sheets of paper, in
a prostration of doubt bether he should yield to the
dumb revolt of his generals again t the march to Berlin.
Witness the apathy at MAJmalsOD after Waterloo.

One other positive result, which is in truth scarcely
less substantial than the Code, may be laid to his
account. He has left behind the memory of a period
of splendour and dominion, which, even if it does not

eep the imagination of his people in a ~rpetual glow,
remain a symbol, as monumental and visible as the
tomb in the Invalides, to stimulate the national ambition.
The terrible sacrifices which he exacted are forgotten, and,
if they be remembered, compare not unfavourably (on
paper, at all events) with those entailed by the modern
system, even in time of peace; without continental
supremacy or the Empire of the West to be placed to
the credit side. And so they may obliterate the eagles
and the initials if they will, it avails nothing. France
in chill moments of disaster, or even of mere material"
and commercial well-being, will turn and warm herself
at the glories of Napoleon. The atmosphere is still
imbued with the light and heat of the imperial era, with
tJ1e blaze of his victories, and with the lustre of those years
when Europe was the anvil for the hemmer of France.

The details of method and morals are, in cases like
Napoleon's, as we have said, subordinate matters­
subordinate, that is, for History, which only concerns
itself with his e:ffect and result. But, none the less,
they are profoundly interesting for man)tind. They
will not, indeed, enable us to discover his secret. We
study them as we would the least facts concerning a
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upernatural visitant; a good or bad spirit, something
alien to ourselves, and yet linked to ourselves by the
bond of humanity - not merely human shape and
human utterance, but human failing and human
depravity.

What; after all, is the story?
Into &. career of a score of years he crowded his own

dazzling career, his conquests, his triumphant 888&ult
on the old world. In that brief space we see the lean,
hungry conqueror swell into the sovereign, and then
into the sovereign of sovereigns. Then comes the
catastrophe. He loses the balance of his judgment and
becomes &. curse to his own country and to all others.
He cannot be still himself, or give mankind an • stant
of repose. His neighbours' landmarks become playthings
to him, he cannot leave them alone, he manipulates
them for the mere love of moving them. His island
enemy is on his nerves; he sees her everywhere; he
strikes at her blindly and wildly. And so he produces
universal unrest, universal hostility, the universal sense
of his incoDlpatibility with all established society., But
he pursues his path as if possessed, as if driven by the
inward sting of some burning devil. He has ceased to
be sane. The intellect and energy are still there, but
as it were in caricature: they have become monstrosi­
ties. Body and mind are affected by the prolonged
strain to be more than mortal Then there is the
inevitable collapse; and at St Helena we are watch­
ing with curious comp88sion the reaction and decline.

The truth we take to be this. The mind of man has
not in it suftlcient ballast to enable it to exercise, or
endure for long, supreme uncontrolled power. Or, to put
it in other words, the human frame is unequal to any­
thing approaching omnipotence. All history from the
Caesars onwards teaches us this. Strong 88 was the
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soldiers. This strange hallueiDation ind·cated the 1088
of his judgment and, more than any other cause,
brought about his falL

Whom God wishes to destroy, says the adage, He
flrst deprives of sanity. And so we see apoleon, with
inoredible self-delusion, want of insight, or both, prepar­
ing his own destruction by dealing with men as if
they were chequers, and moving them about the board
according to his o~ momentary whim, without a
thought of their passions, or character, or traditions;
in a word, by ignoring human nature. Take, for one
example, the singular apportionment of souls, in a
despatch of February 15, 1810 :-" I approve of this
report with the following modifteations-l. Only to take
from the Italian Tyrol 280,000 souls, a population equal
to that of Bayreuth and Ratisbon. 2. That Bavaria
should only give up for the Kingdom of Wurtemburg
and the Duchies· of Baden and Darmstadt a population
of 150,000 souls. 80 that, instead of 188,000 souls,
Bavaria should gain UO,OOO or 250,000. Out of the
150,000 souls ceded by Bavaria, I think one must give
110,000 to ~urtemburg, 25,000 to Baden, and 15,000 to
Darmstadt." It is only fair to add that the oongress
of his enemies at Vienna proceeded With flattering imita­
tion on the same principles.

But the exaspe;ration of the transferred and retrans­
ferred souls was not the only result of this mania for
cutting and carving. It produced a moral effect which
was disastrous to the new Empire. The founder of such
a .dynasty should have attempted to convince the world
of the stability of his arrangements. He himself, how­
ever, spared no exertion to prove the contrary. Moving
boundaries, shifting realms, giving and taking back,
changing, revising, and reversing, he seemed to have set
before himself the object .of demonstrating that his
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foundations were never fixed, that nothing in his struc­
ture was definite or permanent. It was the suicide of
system. His bitterest enemies could hardly have hoped
to suggest that conquests so dazzling were transient
and insecure, had he not taken such infinite pains to
prove it himself.

Austria and Prussia he' had conquered; Spain and
Italy he had annexed: he reckoned these, therefore, as
submissive auxiliaries. Russia he had both defeated and
cajoled; so all was at his feet. He never seems to
have given a thought to the storm of undying hatred,
rancour, and revenge that was chafing and raging
below.

He added a Spanish contingent to his Grand Army,
when the Spaniards were cutting the throat of every
Frenchman whom they could find. He added a Prussian
contingent, when he must have known, had he been
sane, that no Prussians could ever forgive him the
humiliations which he had heaped upon their country.
He added an Austrian contingent at a time when a
much less clear-sighted observer must have been aware
that it was merely a corps of hostile observation.

Supreme power, then, destroyed the balance of his
judgment and common-sense, and so brought about hiS
fall But it was not the only cause. There was another
factor. He was .deeply imbued with the passion of war­
fare. It is difficult to realise the full strength of this
fascination, for, though all soldiers feel the fever of the
field, it is rarely given in all the countless generations of
the world, to experience it in its full strength, &8 one
who enjoys as absolute ruler the sole direction, responsi-

. bility, and hazard of great wars. But if common men
love to risk chances in the lottery or with the dice,
on the racecourse or the Stock Exchange, if there they
can find the sting of excitement, war is the gambling
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of the gods. The baun· g • of ter; .the
8fM..:abl ela·OD of victo e gigan c viei ·tude of
t:Pi1nm,nh d def t; the tum t and enzy and divine

t; the very scorn of humanity and all that
ch it, life and property and happiness; the anguish

of the dying, the horror of the dead; all these su}).

limated .pas io not merely m to raise man for a
moment beyond his fello ,but consti te a strain

.which human nerves are not able' long to endure. And
apoleon"s character was profoundly aftected by th

ees1ta81·es of fortune. The 1rtar of his d tiny, hich
b ed 80 rgely in his mind, 'W but the luck of the
thrower of world-wide dice. Re had· indeed • full
measure of the gross and petty superstitioll which ordin­
arily accompaDies the vice. And 80, even in his most
desperate straits, he cannot bring himself to ose the
account and sign a peace; for he always eherishes the
gambler's hope that fortune, or the star of destiny, or
whatever it be called, may yet produce another trans-

.·formation, and restore all his losses by a sudden troke.
Generals, as a rule, are, fortunately, controlled by

governments. in matters of policy,! But when t
preme eaptain is also the supreme .ruler, there is
thing to train him from the awful hazard: be

stakes once too often, and ruins his country, having
already lost himself. Charles XII. often in the
mind and- on the lips of Napoleon during the R n
campaign.

Of scarcely any sovereign warrior but Frederic can
it be said that he sheathed the sword at the right time,
and voluntarily kept it in the scabbard. But his case
was peculiar. He had had terrible lessons. He had
been within an ace of ruin and suicide. No .conqueror
had ever seen so much of the horrors of defeat.
There are not many examples in history of annihilation
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80 complete as that of Kunersdorf: there are few in­
deed of triumphant resuscitation after such a disaster.
And when Frederie had recovered the material aste
and 1088 of his long war, his blood had cooled; he had
the good fortune to have passed,. and, what was more
im rtant, to know that he had passed, that season
of war in the life of man which Napoleon defined. So
he consolidated his conquests and died in peace.

Napoleon sometimes spoke lightly of him &8 a gener~

when at St Belen&. We doubt, however, if he thought
lightly of Frederic as a man. Frederie had been his
immediate prototype. Had Frederic never lived,
Napoleon might have had a different career. And
indeed, as it was, he might have learned other lessons
from the Prussian king; for Frederic, though inferior
to Napoleon in all else, in force $Dd scope and seaJe,
was his superior in two respects. Had Napoleonp08­
se the astute moderation and the desperate tenacity
of Frederic, the destinies of France and of Europe

ould have taken 8. diiferent turn.
We hold, then, that the Emperor bad lost the balance

of his faculties 1 ng before he finally fell. But this is
not to say that he was mad; except, perhaps, in the
sense of Juvenal's bitter apostrophe to Hannibal. Sanity
i a relative term. Napoleon at his outset W&8 phenomen­
ally sane. Hi8 cool, calculating shJrewdness and his
intense common-sense were at least in proportion to
his vast, but still bounded, ambition. From such singular
sanity to the limits of insanity there is an immeasurable
distance. Napoleon's impaired sanity was superior to
the judgment of the vast majority of mankind; but­
here lay the .fatal change-it had ceased to bear any
proportion to, or exercise any control over, his ambition.
When that check was removed he was a lost man.

At what precise period the overbalancing' of this
24:9
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great intellect too place it is of co impossible to
881', for the process was of necessity grad I and almost
imperceptible. Some may incline to think that it was
apparent even before he became emperor; that the
la ess abduction and wanton execution of Enghien
may mark the beginning. That proceeding, no doubt,
denotes not merely a criminal lawlessness, but an irrit­
ability, a want of decency and control, a recklessness
of ,cause and effect which were new in Napoleon. S8gur
marks a great change after Jena. Some may surmise

t there is a visible alteration after Wagram. That
period seems too late; though he was then standing on
a pinnaole, from which he saw all the kingdoms of the
earth spread out before him; a pinnacle, lofty and sub­
lime, but with a foothold both giddy and insecure. Any
attempt, however, to fix exact dates for a psychological
change would need a volume in itself. It is su&lcient for
our purpose to point out that the alteration did occur,
and that the Napoleon of 1810, for example, was a very
dif!erent being from the Napoleon of 1801. The Napoleon
who declared at one time that all the countries of Europe
should keep their archives in Paris, and at another that
the French Empire should become the mother co~try

of all sovereignties, that·all the kings of the earth should
ha e palaces of residence in Paris, and attend in state
the coronations of the French Emperors; the Napoleon
who re:fused to make peace in 1813 and 1814, had obvi­
ously lost the balance of his reason. So obvious w.
this that, in the last days of his first reign, there was a
conspiracy in Paris to dethrone· him on the ground of
insanity. It is easy, too, to pronounce with, absolute
certainty that the loss of balance and soundness had
~curred at Bayonne in 1808~ and on the Niemen in
1812. He had then ceased to calculate .coolly, and to
see any bounds - moral, physical, or international- to
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any freak of ambition that might occur to him. In
t e R1188ian campaign there is visible a feverish, reckless
d ire to strain his fortune to the utmost, to push his
luck, as gamblers say, and to test, as it were, the
extreme limits of his destiny. He himself said of the
Treaty of Leoben that he had played at tringHt-un and
stopped at twenty. Later in life he demanded twenty­
one at every coup.

And in another way this overbalanced, overweening
individuality contributed to his falL He had no check' or
assistance from advice, for his Ministers were cyphe •
It is not too much to say that the blind idolatry of
BaSSaDO had much to do with the imperial catas­
trophe. Great responsibility, too, may be attributed to
the compliance and deference of Berthier. Napoleon was
apparently safe from all rivalry. But yet he could
not endure that there should be approved merit or
commanding talent near him to share the lustre of his
government. That government, indeed, was so conducted
as to render it impossible for men of independent ability
to serve under it. For such an administration medioc~

rity was a necessity, and high capacity an embarrassing
superfluity. Had he died suddenly, he would have left
behind him a vast number of trained subordinates and
a few b •• t malcontents. In itself this fact suffi­
ciently proves the weakness of his government, without
taking into account its morbid centralisation. His
system, putting his impracticable ambition on one side,.
must have brought the Empire to ruin at his death,
unless he had been able, which for a man of his
temperament was in the last degree improbable, to
make a complete change, and fashion a new system
which would give ability fair play and which might
exist without himself. Some young men of promise,
such as Mole and Pasquier (though this last was, it
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-ity other causes for his overt ro e been alleged,
but, in our judgment, they are ancillaTy to those that
we have cited. d, a e, they are, st ·ctly con-
• ered, rather e:tfec than ; it the ea

of hi overthrow which produced these trous erro
• faults of policy ere, no doubt, in his later reign,

numerous and obvious enough. But they were not, as
is often popularly stated, the causes hich e:tfected •
ruin, but rather the effects and outcome of the causes
which produced his ruin. And this much more must
be said in fairness for them, that, viewing them from
their political aspect, and putting aside all moral
tea , they were grand and not wholly extravagant
erro Life was too short for his plans. The sen
'of this made him impatient and. violent in his proceed­
ings. And so his methods were often petty-not so his
policy. His gigantic commercial struggle with England
w an im ible e:tfort, but it was one which distin­
guished economists have, on a smaller scale, often since
endeavoured to repeat. Nor ls it easy to S88, in the
absence of an efficient fleet, what other eapon was
available with which to attack his world-wide enemy.
Again, the panish expedition was a blunder in
method, ut not necessarily in policy. Louis XIV. had
carried out the e policy with conspicuous SUCC888.

And Napoleon could not foresee that a people which
had long supported dynasties so contemptible would rise
like one man against his own. Again, the Rustrian
e pedition was a blunder, but Russia was the fatal
leak in his continental system, and he might well refuse
to believe that the Russia which had succumbed after
Friedland would burn her ancient capital and her secular

·nes rather than again submit. Again, the contest
with the Pope was a blunder, so grave that some
thinkers believe that it mainly contributed to his fall.
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chief

o the 0 h.
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:y,
ethod

ed. me.
e have no do bt that apoleon, ter ringing

R ia into his ystem, and crippling or c hing t
B .tain, aspired. vaguely to becoming in 80me way Lord
Para ount of Europe. We question, ho ever, bether
the idea ever umed actual hape, e cept in regard
o the West, or was ever more t a dream of

dominion. He must have known t t he could not
beq eath 80 personal a power to his son, but ·he prob­
ably thought that a mere remnant of his empire ouId
be a rich inheritance for his terit,.. For· If, he

ould bve 0 tstripped those d rivals who 100 eel
hac on him from the page 0 tory, d ured him
on; his only rivals, on whom his· r -eye as al 8

e ulously fixed. And he would have bequeathed a
name before which all others would pale, and all future
generations yield unquestioned homage.

There is one question which English people ask about
great men, which one cannot put with regard to Napoleon
without a sense of incongruity which approaches the
grotesque. Was Napoleon a good man P The irresistible
smile with which we greet the question proves, e think,
not the proved iniquity, but the exceptional POStioD of
this UDique personality. Ordinary measures and tests do
not appear to apply to him. We soom to be trying to
span a mountain with a tape-line. In eh a area e
we expect prodigious virtues and prodigio .ces, all be­
yond our standard. We scarcely reme be to have seen
t ~ q estion seriously asked with regard to apoloon,
tho h etternich touches on it in fashion; it see
childish, discoPdant, superfluous. But asked nakedly in
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the ordinary sense, without reference to the circum­
stances of the time, it can admit but of one prompt
reply. He was nott of course, good in the ·sense that
Wllberforce or St Francis was good. Nor was he one
of the virtuous rulers: he was not a Washington or
an Antonine. Somewhere. or. other he has said that
he could not have achieved ·what he did had he been
religious, and this is undoubtedly true. In England
his name was a synonym for the author of all evil.
He was, indeed, in our national judgment, a devil seven
times worse than the others. But then we knew
nothing at all about him.. He, had he been himself
asked the question and understood it, would at once
have discriminated between the public and the private
man. He would have said that private morality had
nothing to do with statecraft, and that statecraft, if it
had a morality at .all, had a morality of its own. Hia
own morals, he would ·haV& said, and indeed thought,
were extremely creditable to 80 altogether exceptional
a being. .To use a common vulgarism, he was not;
we think, so black as he is painted. The tone of
his age, the accepted and special latitude accorded. to
monarchs in the eighteenth century, the circumstances
and temptations of his position must be taken into
account. Men must judge men not. absolutely but rela­
tively,as they would themselves be judged. Circumstance,
epoch, environment, training, temptation" must all be
taken ·into account if you would test the virtues of man­
kind. An abstinent man .when starving will choke
himself with a meal from which a glutton would shrink.
A temperate man in extreme weakness will swallow
without injury. draughts. of brandy which would drown
a drunkard. And so with ·Napoleon. His . lot was not

t in a monastery or in a pulpit. He came from Corsica
a little Pagan, viewing the world as his oyster. He was
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to himself. :Many; too, of hi early friends had died on
e eld of battle: friends such as 88, Desaix, and

Duroe. But some had survived and left him without
ceremony or even decency. Berthier, his lifelong com­
r e, the messmate of his campaigns, his confidant,
deserted' him without a word, and did not bl to
become captain of Louis xvm.'s bodyguard. His
marshals, the companions of his victories, all left him
at ~ontainebleau, some with contumely. Ney insulted
him in 1814, -Davoust in 1815. Marmont, the petted
child of his favour, conspicuously betrayed JUm. The
loyal Caulaineourt found a limit to his devotion at last.
Even his body attendants, Constant and Rustan, the
valet who always attended him, and the Mameluke who
slept against his door, abandoned him. It was dilicult
to collect a handful of oftloors to accompany hiIn to
Elba, much more diftlcult to find a few for Bt Helena.
The hopeless followers of ungrateful masters, the chie
mourners of misfortune, who haunted the barren ante­
chambers of the Bourbons and the Btuarts, had no
counterpart in the exile of Napoleon. We need no
reproach a nation, for that nation found many faithful
adherents for their ancient kings. Moreover, his wife,
who left him without a sigh, who wrote, when under
his roof, that she was only happy by his side, and who,
after his death, wrote that she had never felt any real
atreetion for him, was an Austrian. We must regret­
fully attribute this alienation,. discreditable as it is to
the deserters, as more discreditable to Napoleon himself.
Bertrand, as we have seen, who, if alone, can claim the
halo of fidelity, avowed the truth at Bt HeleD&, not in
anger, but in sorrow: Cl The Emperor is what he is,

e ·cannot change his character. It is because of tha~

oharaeter that 'he has no friends, that he has 80 many
enemies. and indeed .that we are at Bt Helen&."
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And yet we must 'not distribute this judgment over
his whole career; it applies only to that- part of it which

as essentially imperial and partially insane.- Until he
ehose to make a demigod of himself and deliberately
cut himself ott from humanity, he was kind, generous,
and affectionate; at any rate, if that be too partial a
judgment, he was certainly not the reverse.

But in the full swell of his career it would never have
crossed his mind, that these attributes, any more than
veracity or 'sympathy, had any relation to him. They
were right and proper for others, but for him something
more or something less was required. They were qualities
or mere men; and the ordinary restraints, like the

ordinary objects of mere men, had ceased to have any
meaning for him.

Was he a great man? That is 8 much simpler
question, but it involves definitions. If by "great" be
intended the combination of moral qualities with those
of intellect, great he certainly was not. But that he
was great in the sense of being extraordinary and
supreme we can have no doubt. If greatness stands for
natural power, for predominance, for sOn:J.ething human
beyond humanity, then Napoleon was assuredly great.
Besides that indefinable spark which we caJl genius, he
represents a combination of intellect and energy which
has never perhaps been equalled, never, certainly, sur­
passed. He carried human faculty to the farthest point
of which we have accurate knowledge. Alexander is a
remote prodigy, too remote for precise comparison. To
Cmsar the same objection is applicable. Homer and
Shakespeare are impersonal names. Besides, we need
for comparison men of action and business. Of all
these great figures, it may be said that we do not know
enough. But Napoleon lived under the modern micro­
scope. Under the fiercest glare of scrutiny he enlarged
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APPE DIX

1. CAPrAIN :MAITLAND

APOLBON BuONAPABTB, when he came on board the BeUerop'1um,
on the 15th of July 1816, wanted esactly one month of completing
his forty-sixth year, being born the 16th August 1769. He was then
a remarkably trong, well·built !pan, abollt :Bve feet seven inch
high, his Qmbs particularly well formed, with a fine ankle and very
small foot, of :which be seemed rather vain, as he aJways wore, hUe
on board the ship, silk stockings, and shoes. His hands were alao

ery small, and had the plumpness of a woman's rather than the
robustness of a man's. His eyes light grey, teeth good; and when
he smiled, the e pression of his COUDtenance was highly pleasing;
when under the ipftuence of disappointment, however, it &88UJD.ed
a dark gloomy cast. His hair was of a very dark brown, near1¥

pproaebing to black, &J:ld, though & little thin on the top and front,
had not 8. grey hair amongst it. Bls complexion was a .err un·
common one, being of a light sallow colour, diftering from almost
any other I ever J.Det "th. From his having become corpulent, he
had lost uch of his personaJ activity, and, if we are to give credit
to OBe who attended him, a very considerable portion of his
mental energy was also gone. • • • Bis general appearance was
that of & man rather older than he then was. His manners were
nremely pleasing and affable; he joined in every conversation,

related numerous anecdotes, and endeavoured, in every way. to
promote good humour: he even admitted his attendants to great
familiarity; and I saw one or two instances of their contradicting
him ~ the most direct terms, though they generaJly treated him
with much respect. He possessed, to a wonderful degree, a facility
in making a fa.vourable impression upon those with whom he entered
into conversation: this appeared to me to be accomplished by turn·
ing the subject to matters he supposed the person he was addressing

as well acquaiDted with, and on which he could show himself to
ad antage.



Jw" 16, 1816.

as very d of ing, d I felt disappointed.
very bad; he is short, th a large ead, his bands

I small, and his body so aorpulent as to project very
erably. His coat, made very plain, as you see it in most

prints, from being ery short in' the back, gives • flgure a more
culous appearance. • pro81e is good, and is exactly hat

and po lterepresent; this face is bad. His
a tight blue, th a Hght yellow tinge on the iris, heavy,
y contrary to hat I expeoted; his teet are bad; but

e:E)~I8:ion of counte nee Is versatile and expressive
JDelUW~ of the quic .and' varjiDg passions of the mind.

face t one instant bears the tamp of great good humour,
Dd immediately changes to· a penetrating, thoughtful scowl,
bleb denotes the character of the thought that excites· it.

3. BUNBURY
Jv1II/ SI, 1816.

appears to be about five feet six inches high. His
e is· very stout and muscular. His neck is short, and his

ead. rather 'large;' it is particularly square and full about the
lV, d he has a good deal of double chin. He is bald about

the temp! . and the hair on the upper part of his head is very
'n, but long and ragged, looking as· if it were seldom brushed.

In e management of his 1Im Napoleon is ungraceful; but he
very Httle ges~, and the carriage of his head is 4ignifled.

He is .and his belly projects; but this is rendered more ap­
pare'Dt by the make of his coat, which ~ has very short lapels turned
back, and. it is hooked tight· over the breast to the pit of the
stomAch, and is there cut away suddenly, leaving a great display

'te aistcoat. He wore Br green uniform with 8C&l"let co
and scarlet edging to the lapels, but without lace or embroi
8Iil&1l gilt buttons, and gold epaulettes. He had a white neck­
cloth, hite waistcoat and breeches,' sUk stockings, and shoes th
BJDa1l gilt ckles. A very small old -fashioned sword, with a
worked gold hilt, was buckled tight to his hip. .He ore the

bbon of the Legion of Honour over his waistcoat, and the star,
in ver embroidery, on his coat. There were also three v
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orders banging together at one of his button-holes. Hie

hat, hich he carried most of the time under his arm, ~ rather
large, quite plain, and having an~ IIt'IUJU tricolour cockade.

apoleoD took- sooft frequeDtly during the interview; the box was
not shOW)"; it was rather long, and appeared to have four coins
or medals set in its top.

apoleon's eyes are grey, the pupils large; not much eyebro
hair brown; complexioD sallo , and the flesh sodden. His nose
i8 finely formed., his upper lip very short, and the mouth beautiful.
His teeth are bad and dirty, but he shows them very little. The
general character of his countenance was grave and &1m08t melan-
holy; but no trace of severity or violent passion was allowed

to appear. I have seldom seen a man of stronger make, qr
better fltted to endure fatigue.

4. LADY MALCOLM
J'tIIM 26th, 1816.-. • • The following is Lady Malcolm's idea.

of his flgure: His hair of a brown-black, thin on the forehead,
eropped, but not thin in the Deck, and rather a dirty look;
light blue or grey eyes; a capacious forehead; high nose; short
upper Up; good white even teeth, but small (he rarely showed
them) ; round chin; the lower part of his face very full; pale
complexion; particularly short Deck. Otherwise his flgure appeared
well proportioDed, but had become too fat; a thick, short hand,
with taper fingers and beautiful nails, and a well-shaped leg and
foot. He was dressed in an old threadbare greeD coat, with
green velvet collar and cuffs; silver buttons with a beast engraven
upon them, his habit de c1&aBtM (it was buttoned close at the
neck) ; a sUver star of the Legion of Honour; white waistcoat
and breeches; white sUk stockings; and shoes with oval gold
buckles. She was struck with the kindness of his expression, so
eontrary to the flerceness she had expected. She saw no trace
of great ability; his countenance seemed rather to indicate good­
D

5. HENRY
Sept. 1, 1817.

He was dressed in a plain dark green uniform coat without
epaulettes, or anything equivalent, but with the star of the Legion
of Honour on the breast, which had an eagle in the centre. The
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.buttons were goldt· with the device 0 a mouuted dragoon in high
relief. He had on white breeches and silk stoctiDp, and 0 al gold
buc in biB shoes; with a small opera t under biB arm.
N.apoleonts first ppearanC8 was fal' from im , the stature
W&8 short a.nd thiek, his head sunk into the should , h· face
fat, with large folds under the chin; th~ limbs appeared to be
stout and ell-proportioned, compleDon oli e, e ion sinister,
forbidding, and rather $COwling. The features· nUy reminded
\18 of the prints of him which we had seen. On the whole, his
general look was more that of an obese panish.or Portuguese
friar, than the hero of modern times••••

.A. . fascinating prestige, which we bad cherished our Uyes,
then an· eel like gOS8&D1er in the un. The great apoleon bad
merged in an unsightl and obese individual; and we looked in
vain for that overwhelming power of eye and force of ·on
which we had been taught to expect by a delusive imagination.
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• . it is it Is ntaUz· 11' • ex}> na-
1Da1S'..rA, and eloquent. Some critios had objectAiMl to the

ftrst 0 chapte1'8 of his book as 8UperA • To us it
a.ppeared that tbE\Y were essential as eleuing the ground for
fairly eig g tile confticting authorities on the exile. The
closing have been shrouded in an atmosphere of myth ;
all the writers, with the single exception of Gourgaud, were
more or less untrustworthy; and Cor the three years after
Gourgaud bad left the island, the captive, in Lord Roseber,..'s
words, had U IIlnde himself invisible." ·The aim of his book,
as he explains it, was twofold. It was, 1ll'st, to penetrate
" the deliberato darkness" in which the close of the tragedy
had been enveloped, and, secondly, to gratify the natural a

curiosity ., as to how the rulers ot mankind demean them­
selves when fortune turns."

The object of the book, Lord Roseber,.. says, was not to
deal with speculations; but the introductory chapter concerns
itself with them, nd t}mt is its chief interest. For the exile in
the Atlantic the redeeming fact of the eaptivit,.. was that " it
might appeal pathetically to the French people on behalf of
his son, and that his sut'ferings might secure his dIDuty."
Lord Rosebery specul tes on wha.t mi ht have happeJled in
possible 01' probable eventualities. at would have
happened had apoleon in the blaze of h· triumphs been con­
tent to consolidate what he had won? The new chapter takes
an optimistic iew of the ch'aIlces, but there we are inelined
to differ. Is it conceivable that a reign of peace w possible?

apoleon had the passion with the genius of ar, and the
legions of veterans, uniltted for any peaceful pursuits. were
the backbone of his strength. He was deeply in debt over the
blood-tax to a conscript-ridden country; and among the

ts tak n from their homes and their fields the Empire
had become an intolerable incubus. Lord Rosebery quotes
BWlC1ry lnstan to show tlie intense itality of the

poleonic legend; but the French are al ays restless under
• • rule, t~ cruel iDtict ODS of the ar-time
fotlpten in gl i v 0 ies.Co

to io ?
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their religi OD the old Inhabitants, hUe they let up a
l!)"Btem of govemment which, with all its defects, represented
a great improvement on native ways. Wide as is the gulf
between Delhi and Sokoto, a yet ider gulf separates Sokoto
from Ashantl or &nin. The Fulani system was essentially
African, but not negro ; had it possessed more stability the
history of the Central Sudan might have developed on some­
what the same lines as that of Morocco. But the Empire of
Othman Fodio the Fulanl passed to weaker suceessors, and
the central authority decayed. Provincial Governors grew
into independent Sovereigns; a.nd hen the iger Company
set about its work of treaty-making it had somewhat the same
experience as that of Ae East India Company in its
negotiations "th such States as Haidarabad and Oudb,
nominal vassals of a moribund suzerain. The element of
European rivalry has been prominent in igeria as it was in
India; the French were early in the field, but European
diplomacy, with the aid of the telegraph, has checked the
oceulonal exuberance or local oftlcers, and the race tor
U effective oeeupation U has been -tempered Africa by the
paciJlo policy of the respective Governments. Bat to read
the eta.lled record is to realize that had ccmmnmieationsbeen
still In the eighteenth-century stage we might have seen
events in West Africa shape themselves during the last I

decade somewhat as events In the Oamatio developed two
centuries ago. Fortunately the iger Oompany, with the aid
of such men as Joseph Thomson, made i~ position fairly
secure before European rivalries had gone too far. Mr.
Hazzledine seems to us hardly to do justice to the services of
the company: the spirit of the new broom is somewhat evident
In his book. 0 doubt the Imperial administration has im­
pl'Ovedmatters in many ways, but-in spite of the rigid economy
o the Treasury-our oftlcers have advantages not possessed
by the old company's servants. Mr. HAzz1edine does not
o er-praise the admirable management of the reeent camp fgn
against Kano a.nd Sokoto and of other little wars forced upon
us by the slave-raiding propensities of the Fu1ani; but readers
of the late Colonel Seymour andeleur's book OD his
African service will remember t the company did ~IUIoCJL.

ably well t Bida and Dorin.
Aa a description of the whita oftlcial'a daily life

Hazzledine's book has real merit. IUs briskly written, it
enables the reader to see for himself many things that are _
Interesting and amuainc. The author has en paiDa toenter ~

into the native' point of view; how dl1Jleult it is to do that
completely may be seen from his report of a Hausa's optnion .
on Sir Frederick Lugard's clemency to the very troublesome

-Emir of Kontagora. This worthy, it appears, his com- I

e retil'ement to the fact that his" ju-ju " more
powerful than the bite man's I It must be hard to rule a
country whose people-very radimentary Moslems-see in
every event the worldng of some etema1 not-oursel ea that
makes for chaos. The Ba believed the prophecy that '
SokotD woulcl fall after a century of empire, an. their belief
made our tas more easy. But the,. also beUevethat afterfour
'1 rs of nr dominion will come the Mahdi, and tIds idea ma;y
yet ca e trouble.

t la evident t . Bazzledlne ery senoaal;y the
W-1DfcmDed criticisms of e stay-at-home on h1a more

:tuoua 001lJltrymen, and this. is natural 0% IDa1l

atraggliDg with fever l ov ork, giving all hJa eneqp
to the of b Dglng decent government and tar;r

tiee into a region long pven 0 to ala' nothing
well be more irritating than to read the fporant comm

of the self-righteous scribbler. But in e JU"88eIlt case
Indignation eomewhat naive directions. The C)'Illo

not be eon iD.ced, for instance, by the argument t
U if it re not our bounden duty before God and man tD atDp
the slavery alone ought surely to Aud the money " tor
good natJonaJ J.n~ t..Again, }b. Bazzledine mates
really uable eampariaoIl between Britlah Del
methodlin West Africa, stating fairlyenaagh the:reaa0D8 far
th diversity. But he fa Dot to p hJa
examInation by the k_u Theze caD DO o&mae In
EDgliJlha:aaa'. thinking his 0 1'a08 tD or
8DJ' other.. and can be none in his settbur out some of
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