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P R E F A C E . 

_ „ „ a c c o u n t s that have been hitherto publiihed of England and 
1 t W e o w a p W c a l and topographical defcription, natural htftory, 
i W a l e s , the geographical^ p g F ^ h a y e b e e n thrown to-
an t iquHies , naemorable events^ a^ ° P ^ ^ ^ C a « 

g e t e r r b f r e S t i t h pTea&re, nor confulted occasionally w>th a d v a n t a g e , 
T p r e f e n t w o r k was undertaken chiefly to regulate this. c h a o s , a n d t h e 
feveral particulars are therefore ranged m the fol lowing order. 

I . A n account of the county in general, under the fol lowing heads ; 

I 

2. 
Its prefent name, and whence derived. 
]ts fituation, boundaries, and extent . 

3. Its rivers and fprings. 
4. Its air and foil. 
5. Its natural productions. 

t K S S o n i ^ o h u n d r e d s ; and ecclef iaf t ica i d iv i f ion 
7 ' i n t o o a r i f h e s ; w i t h t h e n u m b e r o f m a r k e t t o w n s , i n c l u d -

i n g ci t ies , co rpo ra t i ons , a n d anc ien t b o r o u g h s . 

I L A par t i cu la r accoun t of t h e p r e f en t ftate of each m a r k e t t o w n , n n d e r 

t h e f o l l o w i n g heads : 

I I I . 

I t s p r e f e n t n a m e , a n d w h e n c e der ived . 
I t s d i f t ance f r o m L o n d o n . 

A d l f c r i p t S t e f t r e e t s , m a r k e t p l a c e , g u i l d , c h u r c h e s , 
p u b l i c k bu i ld ings , and fchools . 

5 . ProduCts and manufac tu re s* 

» °< f . — ^ ¿ a s ^ t & X 



P R E F A C E. 

the inhabitants; floods, i t e m s , fires, earthquakes, and" other atfcfc 

dents and p h e n o m e n a . 

I V . ' Antiquities, containing 

1. T h e ancient name of the county and its inhabitants. 
2. T h e hiftory o f the ancient caftles, forts, camps, h ighways 

and monuments, by w h o m , and w h e n , and for w h a t 
purpofe ere&ed and cafi: up. 

3. A n account o f fuch coins, iiones, and other remains as 
have been found in digging. 

4. EccleiiaiHcal antiquities, containing an account o f all the 
religious houies in the county, w h e n , w h e r e , and by 
w h o m founded, and for what order of nuns or monks, 
and of w h a t value at the general diiTolution in the reign 
o f Henry the E i g h t h . 

V . T h e number of reprefentatives in parliament for each county, and the 
cities and boroughs for w h i c h they are chofen. 

In confequence of this plan, no place is particularly mentioned, except 
it be a city, borough, or market town, or the fite o f fome natural curio-
iity, remarkable incident, or remain o f antiquity, but the cities, boroughs 
and market towns that are named merely as fuch, under the fecond gene-
ral head, are named again under the third and f o u r t h ; for the natural 
hiftory and antiquities could not othervvife have been kept under diilinCt 
heads : the antiquities and curiofities of thole places which are named only 
on account of fuch curiofity and antiquity, would have been in one place, 
and the antiquities and curiofities o f the cities, boroughs, and towns, 
w h i c h are named as fuch, in another. 

N o r e m a r k a b l e even t is m e n t i o n e d t h a t does no t beg in and t e r m i n a t e 
in a par t icu lar f p o t , fo as to be purely heal: f o r as all t h e ba t t l es , f ieges, 
r evo lu t ions , and o t h e r fublick and general events, t h a t have happened^ in 
t h e i f land, m u l t have d i f t i n g u i i h e d f o m e p a r t of i t , t o give f u c h an a c -
c o u n t of t he fe as wi l l e i the r a m u f e or i ni l m e t , w o u l d be to w r i t e no t t h e 
g e o g r a p h i c a l and na tu ra l h i f t o r y of E n g l a n d on ly , b u t t h e civi l , ecc le f i -
af t ica l , and military. T h e c i r c u m f t a n c e of Sir A n t h o n y K i n g f t o n ' s h a n g -
i n g t h e m a y o r of a t o w n in C o r n w a l l be fo re h is o w n door , a f t e r h e h a d 
been his gueft at d i n n e r , is purely local; t h e rife and progreijs o f t h e r e b e l -
l ion w h i c h t h a t k n i g h t was e m p l o y e d to fupp re f s , and t h e ba t t l e s w h i c h 
i t occa i ioned , are fublick and general. 

2 N o 



P R E F A C E , 
N o g e n t l e m a n or nobleman's feat is mentioned m e r e l y as fuch, b u t 

for its b e i n g remarkable by its natural fituation, or for the curiofity or e l e -
g a n c e o f its building. 

It wil l indeed be found, that many particulars are related of fome c o u n -
ties, cities, boroughs, and towns, w h i c h are not related o f others j b u t 
this is a defeat that is common to all the books already e x t a n t , and t h e r e -
f o r e became a neceliary defedt o f this ; for the author does n o t profefs t o 
accumulate new materials, but to raife the bed ffcrudiure he can w i t h the 
old : he muft alfo fometimes have been milled by the b o o k s h e confulted, 
b u t it m u f t be remembered, that he did not undertake to cor rec t , but to 
regulate. A s far as books of authority could inform him, h e has been wel l 
inftrucred, but where they were deficient, he was ob l iged to t r a i t i m p l i -
c i t ly to others. 

T h e counties are defcribed in alphabetical order, fo are the market 
towns in each c o u n t y j the cuts are placed as head and tail pieces to the 
defcriptions of the counties to w h i c h they federally relate, and the maps 
are inferted in their proper places. T h e cuts are ornaments not whol ly 
without ufe, and the maps are ufeful illuftrations, executed with an ele-
gance which renders them in fome degree ornamental: it is indeed hoped 
that they wil l be found the neateft and molt accurate of any that are yet: 
extant, and as fuch, a very valuable part of this w o r k . 

C O N T E N T S 
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I N T R O D U C T I O N . 

EN G L A N D and W A L E S are ufually diftinguiilied from Scotland by the 
name of South Britain» as S C O T L A N D is diftinguiihed from England and 

Wales by the name of North Britain.- England, Scotland and Wales, together,-
have been formerly, and iiill are, comprehended under the name of G R E A T 
B R I T A I N , though there is no other Britain from which Great Britain is now 
diftinguiilied by that epithet *. • 

G R E A T B R I T A I N is an iiland in the Weftern Ocean ; the fouthern extremity lies 
in latitude fifty degrees, and the northern extremity in latitude fifty-nine degrees, 
north : the moil weftern part is in longitude nine degrees forty-five minutes, and 
its moil eaftern part in longitude feventeen degrees fifteen minutes, eait of Tene-
riffe, through which the firil meridian has been generally fuppofed to pafs. Its 
utmoft length therefore is nine degrees of latitude, and its utmoil breadth feven 

, degrees and an half of longitude : in every degree of latitude there are fiXty-nine 
Engliih ftatute miles, and 864 feet, fo that the length of Britain, from its nor-
thern extremity at Caithnefs in Scotland, to its fouthern extremity, at the Lizard 
Point in Cornwall, is 622 miles and an half: in every degree of longitude the 
number of miles gradually diminiihes as the latitude of the place encreafes ; the 
latitude of that part of Britain where it is wideil, is between fifty degrees and 
fifty-one ; every degree of longitude in this latitude, is equal to about thirty-eight 
ftatute miles, fo that the width of Britain, from its moil weftern part, the Land's 
End, in Cornwall, to its moil eaftern part, the South Foreland, in Kent, is 2S5 
miles. 

S O U T H B R I T A I N , comprehending England and Wales, extends northward to 
latitude fifty-five degrees, forty minutes, where it is bounded by the river Tweed, 
which divides it from Scotland -, it is bounded on the eafc by the German Ocean, 
on the weft by a narrow fea, which divides it from Ireland, and on the fouth by 

v a ftrait, called the Britiili Channel, which divides it from France. 

Whence the name Britain was originally derived, is a queftion of idle curiofity* 
which it is impofiible to refolve. It has by different writers been deduced from al-

* T h e names Great Britain and Little Britain are ufed by Ptolemy, and Mr. Camden fuppofes, that 
by Great Britain he meant England, Scotland, and Wales, and that by Little Britain he meant Ire'and ; 
though others have thought that by Great Britain, he meant only England and Wales, and by Little 
Brita-'n, Scotland, 

VOL, I . N a moil 
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moil every word in every language to which it has any fimilitude, either in or-
thography or found: fome have derived it from Brutus, the name of a Trojan, 
f u p p o f e d to have fubdued the iiland, and given his name to it 1108 years before 
the Chr f l i an sera: Camden taking for granted, that the ifland was firft called Bri-
tain by the ancient Greeks, conjectured that Britain was formed of Britb, or Bri-
thon, painted a name which the ancient; inhabitants are fuppofed to have given 
themfelves, becaufe it was their cuftom to paint their fkins, and tania, a Greek 
termination, llgnifying a country, to exprefs the country of the BHths or Brithons. 
H u m p h r y Lluwyd, a celebrated antiquary, was of opinion that the name was 
wholly Britiih, and that it was originally Prydcain, or Prydhain, a Welch word for 
white, fuppoiing the ifland to have been called JVhite by thole who firft fettled 
upon it, f rom the colour of the cliffs on its coaft. The moil probable conje&ure 
ieems to be, that the Phoenicians, who are known to have traded to the weftern 
coaft princ'ip ally ro r tin» called it Bratanaek, which in their language fignifies the 
Land of Tin: and it is remarkable, that Meneg, the name of part of Cornwall, is 
of Phepiciaii derivation, and fignifies hounded by the fea. There is in this pe-
ninola a lake, called Erih, which is the Phenician word for lake ; Godolian, the 
name of a hill there, fignifies plenty of metal in the fame language ; Penn, a hill, 
comes alio from the Phenician, Penna, and Tra, from Teray a caftle, two words 
which occur often in the names of Corniih places ; Penrofe, Penfànce, Pengar-
fick, Penw-arren, Pendennis, Penwin, Trewofe, Trenowth, Tregenno, Trevaf-
cus, Trenora, Treworgan, and many others. 

Albion is another name of Britain, the origin of which is equally doubtful 
Some fuppofe it to have been fo called by the Greeks, from Albion, the fon of 
Neptune as they named Italy Hefperia, from Hefperu: 
imagine that they formed it of Axcpov, white, and 
originally Olbion, from OA(3io; 

E N G L A N D , the name of the fouthern part of Britain, diftin<5t f rom Wales, is 
fuppofed to have been originally Angleland, the L a n d of the Angles. 
came into Britain with the Saxons, and are thought to have given this name 
the country, when, after having invaded and fubdued it, they uni ted ti 
darns, into which it was at firft divided, into one monarchy. 

the fon of Atlas : others 
fe it to have been 

a people who 
to 

e king-

W A L E S , the name of the weft part of Britain, diftinft f rom England, is a 
Saxon word, fignifying the Land'of Strangers a name which the Saxons thought 
fit t@ beitow upon that part of the country, into which they h au. driven tne na-
tive inhabitants when they took poilefiion of the reft. 

T h e name England is now often nfed for all South Britain, including Wales. 
This country has fome peculiar natural advantages and difadvantages as an ifland : 
it is fubjeft to perpetual varieties of heat and cold, and wet. and. dry ; but the 
heat in fummer, and the cold in winter, are more temperate than in any part of 
the continent that lies in the fame latitude : the atmoipnere is fo loaded with va-
pours, that there is fometimes no funihine for feveral days together, though at 
the fame time there is. no rain-, but the general humidity produced by thefe va-
pours, greatly contributes to cover the ground with a perpetual verdure, that is 
•not feen in any other country. The air of the low lands, near thp fea coaft, is 
rather unlvrakhful but the fea fumiihes the inhabitants with great plenty and 

variety 



I N T R O D U C T I O N . 
variety of fiih, and the ihore is naturally formed into innumerable bays and creeks, 
which afford excellent harbour for ihipping. The air in the inland country is 
healthy, and the foil in general fer t i le ; the face of the country is diverfified by 
hill and valley, and wood and water, and being much in doled and cultivated, it 
abounds with p ro fpeds that in beauty can fcarce be exceeded, even by the fic-
tions of imagination. 

As the natural hiilory and antiquities of this part of Great Britain, will be rang-
ed under di f t inf t heads, corresponding with the feveral diftrids or counties into . 
which it is now divided, it will be neceffary to fiiew what thefe divifions are, and' 
to give fome account of their origin. 

It is alfo neceffary to give fome account of the fucceffive invafioris of this 
ifland by different nations, and of the various forms of government which have by 
turns been eftabliihed and fubverted, becaufe many remains of antiquity, and 
many local privileges and peculiarities have a relation to both, which would ren-
der an account of them, without fuch an introduction, manifefdy defedive and 
obfcure. 

T h e moil probable opinion concerning the firil inhabitants of Britain, feems to 
be, that they came from the neighbouring continent of France : thefe ancient 
Britons were a rude warlike people, who lived in hovels which they built in the 
woods, and painted their bodies, which had no covering but the ikins of beafts 
cafually thrown over them, without having been iliaped into a garment of any 
kind. 

They were divided however into feparate tribes, each of which was. governed by 
a feparate lord, diftinguiihed by fome rude infignia of fovereign power ; and from 
among thefe lords a general was eleded in time of war, who was then invented 
with i up re me command. They had alio a kind of civil and religious- government, 
which was chiefly adminiftered by their priefls, who were called Druids, and with- -
out whole concurrence no judicial determination was made, nor any publick 
meafure undertaken. 

Thefe 'Druids taught that there was a divine myitery in the miffelto, and their 
name was 'derived from the Celtic word Deru, an oak : they taught alio the im-
mortality and tranfmigration of the foul, and they inilituted human fieri rices, as 
well to propitiate the gods, as to enable them to predict future events by the fall-
ing of the body, the motion of it after it was fallen, the flowing of the blood, 
and feveral other accidental circumfbnces- of this horrid rite. 

Our knowledge of thefe Britons before they were mixed with the people of 
other nations, is neceilarily defedive and uncertain, becaufe they committed no-
thing to writing, though it appears that they were not unacquainted with letters % 
for among other maxims of the Druids, coiieded by Gollet the Burgundian, in 
his Memoirs of Franche Comic, there is one that forbids their myiteries to be 
written, a ̂ prohibition that could never have been given where letters were not 
known. 

a 2 About 



I N T II O D U C T I O N. 

About forty-five years before the Chriftian aera, Britain was invaded by the 
Romans, under Julius Csefar, and at length became a province to the Roman 
empire. The Romans maintained their conqueft by a military force, with which 
they gradually incorporated the flower of the Britiih youth : this force was divided 
into different oarties, which were placed at convenient dations all over the pro-
vince and the Roman general for the time being, was fupreme governor of the 
country. 

Such Was the ftate of Britain, till about the year 426, when the interruption of 
ike northern Barbarians into the Roman empire^- made it neceffary to recall the 
troops that were in Britain ; upon which the emperor Honorius renounced his 
fovereignty of the ifland, and releafed the Britons from their allegiance. 

When the Romans abandoned Britain, with the legions, in which all the na-
tives whom they trufted wTith military knowledge were incorporated, the country 
being left in a feeble ana defencelefs ftate, was invaded by the. Scots. The Scots 
were fo rapacious and cruel, that the South Britons invited over the Saxons to de-
liver them from intolerable oppreftion, and drive back the invaders to their own 
territory, propofmg to give them as a reward, the little Ifle of Thanet, which is 
divided by a fmall canal from the coaft of Kent. 

The Saxons came over with a great number of Angles, a people who are iup-
pofed to have taken their name from a place ftill called Angel, in Denmark ; and 
having driven back the Scots, they fubdued the country they had delivered for 
themfelves, and drove the natives into that part of South Britain now called 
Wales. 

The Saxon generals became petty fovereigns of different diftrids, and were 
perpetually committing hoftilities againft each other, till about the year 823, 
when a king of the Weft Saxons, whofe name was Egbert, became the fovereign 
of all England,. 

About the year 1011, the Danes, who had often invaded the ifland, and long 
maintained their ground in a confiderable part of it, became lords of all England 
under Canutus, their chief, who was crowned king of England : but after about 
twenty years, the fovereignty was recovered by Edward, furnamed the Confeffor5 

a prince of the Saxon line. 

About the year 1066, England was again invaded and fubdued, by William 
duke of Normandy, called the Conqueror, in whofe fucceffors, though not in a 
lineal defcent, the crown has continued ever fince. 

B R I T A I N , fome time before the Roman invaflon, while it was yet under the 
dominion of its native inhabitants, was divided into feventeen principalities, each, 
of which was governed by a feparate and indépendant chief. 

The names of the inhabitants of thefe principalities, as recorded by the Romans, 
were, u , CantiL 2, Regni, 3, Durotriges. 4» Dunmonii. 5, Belgag. 6% 

Atre-

Jk 



At-rebatii 
ritani. 12. Cornavii. 
vices. 17. Dimetas. 

i n t r o d u c t i o n : 
7, Dobuni. 8. Cattieuchlani. 9, Trinobantes. 10. Iceni. n . Co-

13. Brigantes. 14. Ottadini. 35. Silures, 16. Ordo-

Soon after Britain was fubdued by the Romans, they divided it into five parts: 
the firft, which they called Britannia Prima, was all the fouthern trad, bounded 
on one fide by the Britiih Ocean, and on the other by the Thames and the Se-
vern Sea: the feeond, called Britannia Secunda, was the fame with that which is 
now called Wales; the third, Flavia Cafarienfis, reached from the Thames to the 
Humber; the fourth, Maxima Ctefarienfis, from the river Humber to Severus's 
Wall, or the river Tine ; and the fifth,, Valentia, from the Tine to the wall near 
Edinburgh, called by the Scots Gramefdike». 

When the iiland fell into the hands o f the Saxons, it was divided a third time r 
part of the territory which the Romans divided into five parts, the Saxons di-
vided into [even, each of which was called a kingdom, and diftinguiihed by the 
names of Kent, Southfex, Eaft Angle, Weftfex, Northumberland, Eaftfex, and 
Mercia; the Roman province which was not included in this divifion, was Bri-
tannia Secunda, or Wales, a mountainous territory, in which the ancient Britons, 
defended themfelves again ft all the efforts of their enemies. 

This H E P T A R C H Y was fubdivided into feveral portions, each containing a cer-
tain number of hides, a hide being fuppofed to be as much ground as one ploughs 
could till in one year; and each of thefe diftrids was under the government o£ 
an earldorman, or earL 

About the year 896, Alfred, a fucceifor o f Egbert, as fovereign of the whole-
Heptarchy, rendered, the commenfuration of thefe diftrids more exad, and d i -
vided England into thirty-two counties or fhires, the prefent names of which, and 
their relation, both to the Britiih principalities and the Saxon heptarchy, will ap-
pear by the following table. 

Kingdoms of the Saxon hep-
tarchy. 

Counties into which 
England was divided 
by Alfred. 

1. Kent. The kingdom of Kent 

The kingdom of. the South c 2. Suflex 
Saxons 1 3. Surry 

"4. Berkfhire 

5. Hampihire 
6, Wiltihire 

The kingdom- of the W e f t , 7. Somerfetfliire 
Saxons j 8. Dorfetihire 

9, Devonfhire 

L 

Principalities of the ancient 
Britons. 

; The Britiih principality in-
•f habited by the Can t i l 

| inhabited by the R e g n k 

the AtrebatiL 

• the Belgae* 

the Durotriges; 
including the diftrid after-

wards called Cornwall, 
• DunmoniL 



VI I N T R 

Kingdoms of the Saxon hep-D . x 

tarchy. 

O D U C T 
Counties into which 
England was di-
vided by Alfred. 

The kingdom of Northumber-" 
land, which alfo included, 
beiides Durham and Lanca-
fhire, Cumberland, Weft- >10. Yorkihire 
moreland, Northumberland, 
and Scotland, to the Frith 
of Edinburgh, 

The kingdom of the Eaft Sax-) 
ons, which alfo included ^ 
part of Hertfordihire, 

The kingdom of the Eaft 
Angles, 

11. Hertfordfhire * 

Eifex 
Middlefex 

I O N . 

Principalities of the ancient 
Britons. 

-including Durham and Lan-
caihire, theBrigantes, who 
alfo inhabited Weftmore-
land and Cumberland. 

the Trinobantes. 

Norfolk 
Suffolk 
Cambridge, with \ the IcenL 
Ely 

Huntingdonihire 
Derbyfhire 1 
Nottinghamfnire 
Leicefterihire 
Lincolnihire >the Coritani, 
North ampton-

ihire, including 
Rutlandihire j 

23. Warwickfliire f "j 
24. Bedfordfhire 

The kingdom or Mercia, 2 5 . B u c k i n g h a m i h i r e 

which included alfo the< ^ G l o u c e % e r i h i r e 

other part of i-Iertforaihire, Qxfordihire 

28.» Herefordihire 

the Cattleuchlani, 

| the Dobuni. 

29, 
30' 
31, 

L32, 

Worcefterfhire 
Cheihfre 
Shropshire 
Staffordihire 

1' the Silures, who alfo inha-
bited Radnorfhire, Breck-
nockfhire, Monmouth-
fhire, and Glamorgan-
fliire, in Wales. 

V the Cornavii. 

T h e three Br i t i . (b principalities not included in this divifion, were thofe of the 
Ottadini, the Ordovices, and the Dimetas: the Ot tadim inhabited Nor thumber -
land, with four counties in Scotland j the Ordovices, Montgomeryshire, Merio-

* Camden <?ives Hertfordftiire not to the Trinobantes, bat the Cattieuchlani; and It may with equal 
propriety be given- to either, for it feems to have been common to both. 

* j- Camden gives Warwickfliire to the Trinobantfs j Speed is here followed : the antiquaries have not 

agreed which is right« 
nythihire, 



I N T R O D U C T I O N . 
nythfhire, Caernarvonihire, Flintfiiire, and Denbighfhire 5 and the D i m e t s , Caer-
marthenihire, Pembrokefhire , and Cardiganihire. 

Thefe thirty-two counties were increafed to forty, by the addition of thofe af-
terwards diftinguifhed by the names of Durham and Lancafhire, which are fup-
pofed to have been then included in Yorkiliire ; Cornwall included in Devon-
ihire, and Rutlandshire in Northamptonfhire Monmou tn ih ire, which was deemed 
part of Wales, and Northumberland, Weftmoreland and Cumberland, which are 
fuppofed to have been fubjed to the Scots. Thefe forty, with the addition of 
twelve, into which • Wales was afterwards divided, make the prefent number 
F I F T Y - T W O . 

Alfred fubdivided each county into trehings, or trithings, of which riding is a; 
corruption, hundreds, and tythings, or decennaries : the trehing was" a; third part 
of a county, the hundred was a diffcrid containing an hundred families, and the 
ty thing a diftricl that contained ten families. 

Over the county or fhire, he appointed an officer, called a J,hire-reeve, or fheriff9 
a word fignifying one fet over a county or fhire: this officer was alio calied out-
comes, not becaufe. he depended upon an earl or comes, but becaufe he was-iubfc-
tute'd by Alfred in the place of the earl, and appointed to perform the tundions 
which the earls had performed over the diftrid, which they governed during the-
heptarchy : the fheriff was aiTociated with a judge. The chief-of the trehing, or 
trithing, was called a S j u h i n g e j i e p a t h e hundred was put under the jurifdie-
tion of a.conftable j and the tithing, which was alfo called a borboe,. or borough,, 
of a head'oorough or tkhingman. 

By this regulation, • every man in the kingdom became a member of feme one-
tithing, the houfeholders of which were mutually pledges for each other j fo that 
if any man, accufed of a mifdemeanor, was not produced to anfwer the accufatioa 
in one and thirty days, the tithing was fined to the king, and/ anfwered for the 
offence to the party injured. Every male, at the age of fourteen years, was oblig-
ed to- take an oath to keep the laws: this oath was administered at the county 
court by the fheriff, who was obliged to fee that the party was properly fettled 
•in lb me tithing, all the houfeholders of which, from that time, became pledges, for 
his good behaviour. This folemn aft- of furetyfhip. was called frank pledge^ as the 
pledge of franks or freemen ; and this branch of the fheriffs authority was called 
View of Frank Fledge. 

The county, the trithing, the hundred, and the tithing, 'had each a court, 
and an appeal lay from the tithing court to the hundred court, from the hundred 
court to the trithing court, and from the trithing court to that of the county. A n 
appeal lay alio from the county court to a fuperior court, which was called the 
kings court, becaufe. the king himfelf prefided' there, either in perfon or by his 
chancellor: this court was then held wherever the king happened to be. 

Thefe divifions and regulations were contrived by Alfred, -to prevent the rob-
beries, murders, and other ads of violence, which the inteili.ne commotions, and 

- the neceffary fufpenfion of civil jurifdidion, had made fo frequent, that the whole 
country was one fcene of rapine and bloodihed : the fuccefs was beyond the moil 

fanguine 
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fansuine expectation, and indeed the accounts of it are almoft beyond credit; 
for it is laid, that if a traveller had dropped a fum of money in his way, he 
would have found it untouched where it had fallen, though he ihould not have 
fouo-ht it till a month afterwards 5 and that the king, as a tell of the publick iecu-
rityT caufed bracelets of gold to be hung up on the high road, even where four 
ways met, which no man dared to take away. 

A t what time Wales was firft divided into counties, is not certainly known: 
Caermarthenfhire, Glamorganfhire, Pembrokeihire, Cardiganihire, Flintihire, Caer-
narvonihire, Anglefea, and Merionythihire, feem to have been of ancient date in 
the time of Edward the Firft ; to thefe eight, Radnorihire, Brecknockihire, Mont-
gomeryfhire, and Denbighihire, were added by a d of parliament in the reign of 
.Henry the Eighth. 

The firft divifion of Wales upon record, was made about the year 870, when 
Roderick, king of Wales, divided it among three fons, into three diftrids, which 
were called kingdoms, and diftinguiilied by the names of South Wales, Powis 
Land, and North Wales. This divifion gave rife to many wars, in which the 
kino-dom of Powis Land was portioned among the conquerors, and annexed partly 
to South Wales, and partly to North Wales, divifions which fubfift even to this 
clay South Wales containing Cardiganihire, Pembrokeihire, Caermarthenfhire, 
-Glamorganfhire, Brecknockihire, and Radnorihire ; and North Wales containing 
..Flintihire, Caernarvonfhire, Montgomeryihire, Merionythihire, Denbighihire, and 
the county of Anglefea. 

In the time of the Saxons, that form of government was eftabliilied, which, 
with fome circumftantial variations, has continued ever fince. 

Durins the heptarchy there was in each of the feven kingdoms a council that 
affifted the fovereign and there was alfo, on particular occafions, a general coun-
cil, confiftino- of reprefentatives, deputed by the particular councils to affift in fuch 
affairs of government as concerned the whole heptarchy, confidered as a common 
intereft. Thefe councils or affemblies, called wetenagemot, are fuppofed to have 
been the foundation of Britiih parliaments; but it has never yet been clearly de-
termined, whether in thefe wetenagemots the commons had reprefentatives, whe-
ther the legislative power was in the perfon of the king, in the general council, 
or in both together or whether the king had a right to levy taxes by his own 
authority : but it feems to be generally agreed, that fome members of the we-
tenagemot, whether it confifted of lords only, or of lords and commons, were 
ecclefiaftics, and that its determinations extended to ecclefiaftical matters. 

T o our Saxon anceftors we alfo owe the ineftimable privilege which the com-
mons of England enjoy, of being tried by a jury, twelve men iworn to determine 
juftiy according to the evidence, whether the party accufed is guilty or not guilty 
of the fact charged againft him : when this queftion is determined, the judge 
pronounces fuch fentence upon the offender as the law has prefcribed. It feems 
therefore to be not only impertinent, but injurious, for thofe who are employed 
to plead againft a prifoner in criminal profecutions, to declaim in a long and la-
boured harangue, on the heinoufnefs of the offence fuppofed to have been com-

mitted, 
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Hutted, and to enumerate every minute and fuppofitious circumftance by which it 
is poffible to accumulate aggravation; it is impertinent, becauie if the crime & 
capital, the judoe has no difcretionary power either to mitigate or increase toe 
puniihment, whether the offence is fimple or complicated, or whether it was com-
mitted with circumftances that extenuate or aggravate the gui l t ; it is injurious, 
becauie it inflames the minds of the jury, and makes them impatient to pumfh the 
offence before it has been proved, and consequently liable to pumih it when the 
proof is inefficient. 

After the Norman conqueft many alterations were made from time to time in 
the form of government, and the manner in which it was admmiftered. 

Wales continued to be governed by its own prince.? and laws till the year r 282, 
when Llewellin ap Gryffith, prince of that country, loft both his life anci princi-
pality to kins; Edward the Firft, who created his own fon prince pf Wales ; and 
e ver fmce, th°e eldeft fons of the "kings of England have commonly been created 

prince of Wales. 

The parliament now confifts of two affemblies of houfes, the lords and com-
mons- the houfe of lords conffjb of the lords fpiritual and temporal; the loros 
temporal are thofe who are noble by birth or creation, and have the title or du&es, 
earls, vifcounts, or barons, and thofe who are noble by fome high omce, as the 
lords chief juftices of the king's courts-, the lords fpiritual are tne archbifhops and 
biihops. 

The houfe of commons confifts of reprefentatives of counties or ihires, cities 
and boroughs. It was formerly required, that the .reprefentatives of a county or 
ill ire ihould be knights; and though perfons below tne degree of kmghtnood are 
now chofen, vet the reprefentatives of a county, each county having two, are mil 
called knights of the jhire. The representative of a city is caded a citizen, and 
the reprefentative of a borough a b u r l f s : the houfe of commons is therefore cal-
led the knights, citizens, and biirgeffes, in parliament anembled. 

The king's courts, of which there are four, the chancery, king's bench, com-
mon pleas, "and exchequer, are now held at Weftminfter The lord chancellor, 
or lord keeper of the great feals, pre fides in the court of chancery, each uavmg 
S e fame rank, authority, and office for the only difference between a chancel-
lor f nd lord keeper is, that the chancellor is appointed by letters patent and tne 
l o r d keeper only by delivery of the feals : the king's bench, common pieas, ^and 
exchequer, 'h|ve each a c h i e f juftice, and three affiftant judges > the judges or the 
exchequer aie called barons. 

Every county or (hire has ftill a fheriff, but he is now annually^appointed by 
the kino-, except where the office has been made e l e c t i v e or hereditary by cnar-
ter The prefent duty of the fheriff is to execute the king's writs or mandates, to 
attend the judges, and fee their fentence put in execution and to give judgment 
in petty caufes, which are ftill determined in what is caned a county court, 

There are alfo in every county juftices of the peace, who take cognizance of 
felonies, trefpaffes, and other mifdemeanors ; and the king every year lends into 

V O L , I . " B 
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each county two judges of his own courts, to hear and determine caufes, both? 
of property and life.° With refpect to thefe judges, England is divided into fix 
circuits. 

1. Home circuit, which comprehends. 

2. Norfolk circuit, * 

3. Midland circuit, * 

4. Oxford circuit, w 

5. Weilern circuit, 0 

6. Northern circuit, -» 

Eilex, Hertfordihire, Surry, SuiTex, 
and Kent. 

-Buckinghamfhire, Bedfordfhire, Hunt-
> ingtonihire, Cambridgefhir.e, Nor-
[ folk, and Suffolk, 

Warwickihire, Leicefterihire, Derby-
ihire, Nottinghamshire, Lincoln-
ihire, Rutlandihire> and Northamp* 
tonihire. 

Berkihire, Oxfordihire, Glocefterfhire,.. 
Monmouthihire, Herefordihire, 
Shropihire, Staffordshire, and Wor-
ceilerihire. 

' Hampihire, Wiltih're, Dorfetihire, 
' Somerfetihire, Cornwall, and De-
' vonfhire. 

Yorkfhire, Durham, Northumber-
land, Cumberland, Weftmoreland, 
and Lancaihire. 

The number of counties included in thefe circuits is thirty-eight; Middlefex is 
not included, becaufe in this county the king's courts are ftatedly held ; and Che-
iliire is not included, becaufe it is a county -palatine: there are indeed in Eng-
land three counties called counties palatine, from Palatinus of Palatium, inverted 
with regal rights and prerogatives; thefe counties palatine are Lancaihire, Che-
shire, and Durham ^ and formerly the chief governors, being impowered by char-
ter, adminiftred juftice as abfoluteiy as the king himfelf. There is ftill a court of 
chancery in Lancafter and Durham, with a chancellor ; and there is a court o f 
exchequer at Chefter, of a mixed kind, both for law and equity, of which the 
chamberlain of Chefter is judge : there are alfo other juftices in the counties pa-
latine, to determine civil actions and pleas of the crown. 

Ely, though it is not a county diftinct from Cambridgeshire, is yet a royal fran-
chife^ with privilege of holding pleas like the counties palatine, and has alfo a 
chief juitice. 

It is fuppofed that thefe counties were originally made counties palatine by the 
grant of royal prerogatives, becaufe they were adjacent to an enemy's country, as 
Lancafter and Durham to Scotland, and Cheihire to Wales, 

Moil 
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Moil of thefe rights however are returned to the crown, and the juftices itine-

rary take the counties palatine of Lancashire and Durham into their circuits. 

There are two grand feffions held twice a-year in each of the twelve counties of 
Wales, by judges who are appointed by the king for that purpofe. 

But befides the fifty-two counties into which England and Wales are now di-
vided, there are counties corporate, confiiling of certain di ft rids, to which the li-
berties and jurifdidions peculiar to a county are granted by charter from the king. 
Thus the city of London is a county diftind from Middlefex, and the cities of 
York, Cheller, Briitol, Norwich, Worcefter, Kingfton upon Hull, and New-
caftle, are counties of themfelves, diftind from the counties in which they lie. 

There are alfo five fea ports in the county of Kent, called the cinque ports, 
which, with fome towns adjoining to them, have the privilege of holding pleas in 
courts of lav/ and equity. They have a governor, called lord warden of the cinque 
ports, who is alfo governor of Dover caftle : of thefe courts one is held before the 
lord warden, and the others before the mayor and jurats of the ports themfelves. 
Thefe five ports are Dover, Sandwich, Rumney, Winchelfea, and Rye. 

The divifion of counties into hundreds, and of hundreds into tythings, ftill re-
mains ; of the trehing or trithing, no traces are found but in Yorkihire, which is 
divided into thirds, called the eaft, weft, and north ridings. 

In Yorkihire the hundreds are called wapentakes ; wepentach was a name an-
ciently given to an hundred, from a ceremony of touching weapons: when a gover-
nor of a hundred was appointed, he was met by the houfeholders of the hundred, 
who ioverally touched his fpear with theirs, in token of their having one common 
caufe to fupport and defend. 

The fub-divifions of SuiTex are called rapes, and thofe of Kent lathes. 

A s there was no ecclefiaftical divifion of England till the eftabliihment of Chrif-
fianity, it will not be neceifary to trace the fupcrftitions of the ancient Britons, 
the Saxons, and Romans, through all their varieties. The Druids were extirpated 
by Suetonius, the Roman general, about the year 6?, and Chriftianity was firft 
eftabiiihed near the middle of the third century. 

The ecclefiaftical divifions of England and Wales are provinces,_ diocefes, and 
parifhes : a province is the jurifdidion of an archbiihop, a diocefe of a bijhop, and 
a parifh is a diftrid fuppofed to be under the care of one prieft. 

In England there are two provinces, Canterbury and York 5 and twenty-four 
diocefes, of which twenty-one are in the province of Canterbury, and three m the 
province of York. 

For the care of a parifh the prieft is allowed tythes, or a tenth part of all things 
in his pariOi that yield an annual increafe, befides a portion of land appointed tor 
his feparate ufe, called a glebe ; a parifh therefore, eonfidered as aftoruing mam-r ° £ _ tenance 



I N T R O D U C T I O N . 

tenance to a prieft, is called a benefice,, and fome of thefe benefices have been ap-
propriated to certain religions houfes, biihopricks, or colleges, which have en-
foyed the revenue, and appointed an ecclefiaitical perfon to perform the duty, cal-
led the cure of fouls, at a certain price, either fome part of the tythes or a fum of 
money : thefe appropriated benefices are called appropriations-, and when the reli-
gious houfes were diffolved at the reformation, the appropriated benefices or which 
they were poifeifed, came into the hands of lay men, and were then called im-
propriations* though the terms are often confounded. Unappropriated benefices 
are alfo called reaories, and appropriated, vicarages. 

The names of the diocefes, and the counties which they feverally comprehend, 
together with the number of pariihes.and appropriated benefices, including thcie 
that are in the hands of lay men, and are properly impropriations, will appear by t r 11 • . 1 1 the following table. 

Provinces. 

In the.province 
o f C A N T E R -

BURY ,are t h e 
diocefes of 

Diocefes. 

F C A N T E R B U R Y , 

L O N D O N , 

W I N C H E S T E R , 

C H I C H E S T E R , 

S A L I S B U R Y , 

E X E T E R , 

B A T H a n d W E L L S , 

G L O C E S T E R , 

W O R C E S T E R , 

H E R E F O R D , 

L I T C H F I E L D a n d 

C O V E N T R Y , 

L I N C O L N , 

L L iTj 

N O R W I C H , 

c 

o o 
<u 

b£> 
G 

£3 
O 

U 

Counties* 

Kent , part 
f Ef fex , 
} Middlefex, 
[ Her t fordfni re , part 
* Southampton, 

Surry , 
, W i g h t , iile of, 

Guernfey, iile of , 
Jerfey, iile of, 
Suffex, 
Wiltshire, 
Berkihire, 
Devonihire, 
Cornwall, 
Somerfetihire, 
Glocefterihire, 
Worcefter ihire , 
Warwickihire , part , 
Herefordihire , 
Shropfhire, part , 
Staffordfhire, 
Derbyihire, 
Warwickihire, part , 
Shropihire, part , 

f L.incolnihire, 
| Leicefterihire, 
j Hunt ingtonihi re , 
| Bedfordihire, 
j Bu kinghamihire, 
I Hert fordihire , part , 

Cambridgeihire, 
Ely , ' Ifle of, 
Nor fo lk , 
Suffolk,. 

Impropri-
ations. 

604 

388 
267 

24I 

313 

239 
160 
125 

76 

166 

557 25o 

I 2 5 5 577 

141 

112 Ï 

75 

3$5 
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provinces. Diocefes. Counties. 

In the province 
o f C A N T E R -

B U R Y a r e t h e 
dioeefes of 

O X F O R D , 

P E T E R B O R O U G H , 

B R I S T O L , 

R O C H E S T E R , 

S T . D A V I D ' S , . . 

In the province 
o f Y O R K a r e j 

B A N G O R ^ 

L A N D A F F * 

S T . A S A P H * 

Y O R K , 

D U R H A M ^ 

L 

the- diocefes 
of 

I C H E S T E R , 

CARLISLE.«, 

o 

c s o u 
<U 

bD 
5 

' S 
'U 

*-> 

a 
o 

U 

Oxfordihire 
C Northamptoniliire, 
1 Rutlandfhire, 

Dorfetihire, 
Kent, part , 

"Pembrokefhire , 
Cardiganfhire, 
Caermarthenihire, 
Brecknockihire, 

< Radnorfhire, 
GJamorganiliire, part , 
Monmouthfhire , part , 
Montgomery fhire,part , 

l Herefordiliire, par t , 
r Caernarvonfhire, 
\ Anglefeafnire, 

Meriony thihire, part , 
j Montgomery iliire, part , i 
• Denbighili ire, part , 
5 Monmouthfhi re , part , i 
i Glamorganihire, part , § 

Denbighiliire, par t , 
Flintihire, part , 
Montgomeryihire,part , 
Merionythfnire, part , 
Herefordiliire, par t . 

Pariftes. Iirïprç>prî« 
ations. 

195 88 

293 91 

236 64 
98 36. 

> 308 12.© 

o 
en 

.U 
c 
P 
o u 
<u I -0 < 
faD 

. s 
"S 
c 
o 

U 

' I Yorkfnire , 
t Nott inghamÎhire, 
ç Durham, 
i Nor thumber land , 
i Cheihire, 
^Richmondfhire, . 

Lancafhire, 
( Cumberland, part , 
\ Cumberland, part , 

, i Weftmoreland, 

107 36 

x77 98 

12 ï 19 

Total, 9284 3845 
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B E D F O R D S H I R E . 

N A M E . 

TH I S county is called Bedford/hire, from B E D F O R D its principal town. 
It has been faid that the ancient Britiih name of Bedford was Lifwider 
or Lettidur; but Mr. Camden is of opinion that Lettidur is rather a 
modern tranilation of the Engliih name Bedford. H e has, however, affign-* 

€d no other reafon for this opinion than that the fignification of Lettidur and Bed-
ford is the fame: Lettidur, fays he, is the Britiih word for inns upon a river, and 
Bedford implies beds and inns at the ford. But the Saxon name of this place is 
known to have been Bet>anpojit>, from which the Engliih name Bedford, a word 
of exa&ly the fame fignification, is manifeftly borrowed ; and it does not appear 
from any thing Mr. Camden has faid, but that Bebanpopt? might as well be a 
tranilation of Lettidur, as Lettidur a tranilation of Befcanpopfc or Bedford. Per-
haps he thought it more probable, that the Saxons ihould form a name altogether 
new than tranflate the old becaufe it has been ufual with foreign invaders either 
to name places a-new, or retain the names which they heard given to them by the 
natives, though they did not know their fignification; or perhaps he thought it 
improbable, that the antient Britons had any fuch accommodation as a public inn ; 

V Q I » I . B a n d 
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•and that , therefore, they coiild have no word in their language to exprefs it. How-
far the fame objection will lie againf t the ancient Saxons fuppofing Bedford to 
mean according to Camden's paraphrafe beds and inns at a lord, the reader muf t 
determine. 

B O U N D A R I E S , F I G U R E , E X T E N T and S I T U A T I O N . 

B E D F O R D S H I R E is bounded on the north by the counties of Nor thampton and 
Hun t ingdon , on the eaft by Carnbridgeihire, on the weft by Buckinghamihi e, 
S d on the Youth by Hertfbrdihire. I t is of an ova) form being about 22 miles 
lone, about 15 broad, and nearly 73 in circumference and Amptml l , a market 
toWn, and the moft centrical in t h e county, is diftant about forty-three miles north-

weft f rom London . 

R I V E R S . 

T h e principal river -of this county is the Ouze or Ife, which enters it on the weft 
fide, and after many meanders leaves it on the eaft. I t is navigable all the way, a n d 
divides the county into two parts,, of which that to the fouth is moft confiderabkv 
In its courfe it is joined by a fmall ftream called the Ivel, which runs through part, 
of the county f rom north to fouth» 

T h e Oufe or Ife is fuppofed to receive its name f rom Jfis, a name of Proferpine 
an infernal "goddefs, whom the ancient Britons are known to have worihipped: 
and it was very ufual for the ancient Hea thens to confecrate rivers, as well as woods 
and mountains, to their deities, and call them by their names. T h a t the ancient 
Britons worihipped infernal deities, appears, among other particulars, f rom their 
computation of the natural days of twenty-four hours by nights, of months by 
moons, and years by winters feme traces of which are ftill preferved, for we l a y 
fe 'nnight , which is a contraction of feven nights, for feven days,, and for tn ight^ 
whicfTis a contra&ion- of fourteen .nights, for fourteen days.. 

A X R and S O I L.-

T h e air is pure and healthful, and the foil in general a deep clay.. 

N A T U R A L . P R O D U C T I O N S . . 

T h e county on the north fide. of the Oufe is f rui t ful and woody ; oil ' the fouth 
fide it is lefs fertile though not barren. I t produces wheat and barley in great 
abundance, and of an excellent k ind : woad, a plant u f e d b y dyers, is alio cultivated: 
here-, and the foil affords plenty of fuller 's earth, an article of io much importance 
to our woollen-manufactory,. that the exportation of it is prohibited by act of par-
liament,. 

M A N U F A C T U R E S . 

T h e principal manufactures of Bedfordfhire are bone lace$ and ftraw wares, parti-
cularly hats, 
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C I V I L and E C C L E S I A S T I C A L D I V I S I O N S , 

This county contains nine of the diftri&s called hundreds, and ten market towns, 
fout no city: it is all in the province of Canterbury and diocefe of Lincoln, and 
as divided into 124 pariihes. 

P R I N C I P A L T O W N S , 

The market towns are Ampthill, Bedford, Bigglefwade, Dunftable, Leigliton-
Beaudefart, Luton, Potton, Shetibrd, Tuddington, and Woburn. 

A M P T H I L L is pleafantly fituated between two hills, and has a charity fchooi and 
an almihoufe, well endowed by a private benefaction. A t this place the countefs 
of Pembroke built a feat, after a model defigned by Sir Philip Sidney in his Arcadia. 

B E D F O R D , 48 miles from London, is the county town, where the affizes are al-
ways held: it is governed by a mayor, recorder, two bailiffs, twelve aldermen, 
two chamberlains," a town clerk, and three ferjeants. 

The town, like the county, is divided into two parts by the river Oufe, which 
croifes it in the direction of eaft and weft: the north and fouth parts of the town 
are joined by a ftone bridge which has two gates. There are five parifh churches 
(the principal of which is S t Paul's) one free fchooi, one charity fchooi, one alms-
houfe, and two hoipitals. The buildings in general are pretty good, and the 
ilreets are broad, efpecially the high ftreet. This place was once defended by a 
ftrong caftle, but being in ruins, it was intirely removed in the time of Henry 
the Eighth, and the fpot on which it flood, an eminence moft delightfully fituated, 
is now a bowling-green, and reckoned the beft in England, 

B I G G L E S W A D E , 45 miles f rom London , and 5 f rom Bedford, is fituated on the 
Ivel, which in that part is navigable, and is crofted by a ftone bridge. Th i s town 
has two charity fchools; and as it lies in the high road between London and York, 
i t has many good inns. 

D U N S T A B L E , 34 miles f rom London , is A populous town, built on the fpot where 
two Roman ways," called Watl ing-f treet and Icknild-ftreet, crofs each othen W a t -
!iho--ftreet has been thought to derive its name f rom its remarkable windings. 
Icknild-ftreet is by fome iuppoied to have been Icen elde ftreet, the old ftreet of the 
Iceni a people who anciently inhabited Suffolk, Norfolk, Cambridgeihire, and 
Hun'tinp-donfhire and this is the more probable, as there appears to have been 
feveral ancient ways fo called, which would naturally happen as new ways were 
iuccefiively thrown up. There are alio feveral ancient -ways called Watling-ftreet , 
and all of them are remarkably crooked, 

Dunftable is fituated on a hill of chalk, ju f t at the end of a long ridge of hills called 
the Chiltern. In this place no fprings have been ever found, though they have been 
fouo-ht at the depth of one hundred and fifty f e e t ; yet the neighbourhood is con-
.ftaiSly fupplied with water f rom four public ponds, which, thougn they are 
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B E D F O R D S H I R E. 
j-efervoirs for the rain, are yet never dry. This place is a great thorough-fare 
to the northern and weftern counties. Some have fuppofed its name to be 
derived from one Dun, or Dunninge, a famous robber ; but others, with more rea-
fon, imagine that it took its name from its fituation, as the Britifh word Dunnum, 
and the Saxon word Dun, fignify a hill or a town on a hil l 

L E I G H T O N - B E A U D E S A R T , o r L A Y T O N - B U Z Z A R D , 3 9 m i l e s f r o m L o n d o n , is r e -

markable only for a fair on Whitfun-tuefday, at which there is always great choice 
of horfes for coaches, carts, and other carriages. 

LUTON, 29 miles from London, is pleafantly fituated between two hills has a 
large market houfe, and a confiderable manufactory of ftraw-hats. 

PQTTON, 43 miles from London, is pleafantly fituated and well watered, though* 
the foil in this place is fandy and iteril, 

SHEFFORD, 40 miles from London, lies between two rivulets, over each of 
which there is a bridge :• in this town the pariih of Camp ton has a chapel of 
cafe. 

TUDDINGTON, 39 miles from London* is remarkable only for a fine feat, built 
by Sir Henry Cheney in the reign of Queen Elizabeth., who afterwards created him. 
Lord Cheney of Tuddington, 

WOBLTRN, 44 miles from London* is remarkable only for a feat of the Duke 
of Bedford called Woburn-abbey, which is now rebuilding with great magnifi-
cence : it was originally built on. the fpot where aa abbey had been ere&ed by 
Hugh Bolebec, in the year 1145, for monks of the Ciftertian order. The town has 
a good market-houfe, a free fchool, a charity fchool, and. many other advantages^ 
for which it is indebted to the Dukes of Bedford. 

N A T U R A L C U R I O S I T I E S . 

The natural curiofities in Bedfordshire are .not many. Dunftable is faid to be. 
remarkable for larks, which are in greater plenty, and of a larger fize, near this town,, 
than any where elfe in the kingdom. 

A t Barton5 a feat about eight miles beyond Lutmy in the road'from London to 
Bedford,, there is a petrifying ipring j and at Afpky Gowiz, called Ajbley Guife% a vil-
lage near Woburn, it-is laid, there is a kind of petrifying earth : as a proof of the 
truth of this report, a ladder was formerly ihewn at Woburn^ which haying been , 
fometime buried in, this earth, was dug up petrified, 

A mine of gold: is faid to have been difcovered at Pollux-hill in this county, about, 
the year 1700, which was feized for the king, and granted by leafe to fome re-
finers; who, though they produced gold from the ore, found the quantity fo fmalj,. 
that it was not equal to the expence of feparation*. 

• IH 
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In the 28th Vol. of the Philofophical Tranfaftions, page 273, an account is given Remarkably 
by Dr. Slare of his grand-father, a gentleman of this county, who at the age of perfona. 
eighty-five years had a compleat new fe.t of teeth and his hair, which was as . white 
as fnow, became gradually darker: after this he lived above fourteen years in great 
health and vigour, and in the hundredth year of his age died of a plethory for 
want of bleeding. 

It is alfo recorded upon a tomb itone in Dunftable church, that a woman of that 
place had nineteen children at five births, having been thrice delivered of three, 
and twice of five, 

Walfingham the Hiftorian, in his Hypodigma Neujl. p. 15.3. relates that on the Extraordinary? 
firft of January in the year 1399, juft before the civil wars broke out between ftagnations of. 
the houfes of York and Lancafter, the river Oufe fuddenly flood flillat a place the °uie* 
called Harewood near Turvey, about five miles from Bedford, fo that below this 
place the bed of the river was left dry for three miles together, and above i t the 
waters fwelled to a great height. The fame thing is faid to have happened at the 
fame place in; January 1648, which was juft before the death of King Charles l . 
and many fuperftitious perfons have fuppofed both thefe ftagnations of the Oufe' 
to be iupernatural and portentous : others fuppofe them to be the effed of natural 
caufes, though a probable natural caufe has not yet been affigned. 

A N T I QJJ I T I E S,. 

In this county there are many remains of Roman, Saxon, and Norman antiqui--i\,1c;ent jR_. 
ties. It was, in the Roman times, part of the diftriit inhabited by the people habitants, 

called, by Ptolemy, the Cattieuchlani. It is fuppofed that they were originally called 
the Caffti from GeJJi, a word which in the ancient Britiih language fignified good-
fsldiers, the inhabitants of this diftridt having been remarkable for military 
proweis. Bellinus. is alfo fuppofed to have been a common name for prince or go-
vernor the governor of the Cajfti was therefore called Gaffikelinus : and it is con-
lectured that from CqfliBeUnus, or Cajfivellaunus, as it. has fometimes been written,, 
the Greeks might form the word Cattieuchlani ox Cattuellam^ as a name for the peo-
ple whom a prince they had heard called Cajfivellaunm governed. A Cajfivellaunus^ 
or governor of the Caflii, was by common confent appointed commander in chief of 
the forces of the whole iiland, when it was firft invaded by Csefan 

Some have thought that Bedford, the county-town, was the LactodorumoZ A n t o^Antiqu«^#* 
ninus but this is not probable, becaufe it neither ftands on a Roman military way. Bedford, 

nor have any Roman coins been dug up there, 

During the Saxon Heptarchy, Offa, a powerful- prince of the Mercians, 
chofe this fpot for the place of his burial. It4s faid that his tomb was of lead, and. 
that a chapel was built over it; but the Oufe, Tometime. afterwards overflowing its 
banks., iwept. away both the chapel and the tomb, 

Bedford^ 
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-Bedford, having been .de-ftroyed by the Danes, was afterwards repaired by Ed-
-ward the Firft furnamed the Eider, in the beginning of the tenth century, who alio 
built a little town on the fouth -fide of .the river, which was then called Mikef-

•gats. 

W h e n William the Conqueror had obtained the fovereignty of England, he 
.crave Bedford to H u g h de Beauchamp, who came over with him, and was called 
Baron of Bedford, Pagan de Beauchamp a younger fon of Hugh, who fucceed-
ing his elder brother was the third Baron of Bedford, built a ftrong caftle for its 
defence. Th i s fortrefs being always pbffeffed by fome party or fa&ion in the civil 
commotions that happened afterwards, Bedford never failed to fuffer extremely in 
the conteft till H e n r y the Th i rd h a v i n g taken it from one Falco de B,*eant, the head 

,of a rebellious fa&ion, after a fiege of fixty days^ caufed the ditches to be filled, 
and the works to be demoliihed; leaving only the inner part of the caftle {landing, 
which he gave to William de Beauchamp, from whom Falco de Breant had taken 
i t , to live in. 

Within about two miles of Bedford, there was another caftle, called by Leland 
Rifingho-caftle : no part of it was Handing in his time, but the area might eafily 
-be traced, and the great round hill, where the dungeon flood, was compleat. By 
.whom or when this caftle was built, does not appear. 

A t Sanday or Salndy, near Bigglefwade, fuppofed to be the ancient Salens, there 
was once a Britiih fort, near which the Romans had afterwards a camp. Many urns of 
glafs, and one of a red fubftance like coral with an infcription, have been dug up in a 
field called Chefterfield, which is now a gardener's ground. They all contained aihes, 
and were fome years ago in the poffeffion of a gentleman at Bedford. Many Ro-
man coins and urns were alfo dug up near the camp, about the year 1670, fome of 
which were prefented by Mr, Thomas Cryfly to the univerfity of Oxford. About 
forty years ago, there was in the pofTeiTion of the Reverend Mr. Hooker, who 
was then rector of Sanday, a ring which had been brought him by a poor wo-
man, who dug it out of the ground as {he was weeding. What the fubftance 
of the ring was, he could never difcover-, but he fays it was exceeding light, very 
black, and exquifiteiy polifhed. It had a feal on which was reprefented a crucifix, 
with a figure in the poilure of worihip on each fide. Round the feal was written, 
in letters of gold, IN HOC SIG.NO V I N C A S . The figures of the feal were alfo of the 
fame colour. The fort at Salndy was deftroyed by the Danes, when they tack win-
ter quarters in this county, Their camp was at Tempsford, near the conflux of the 
Oufe and the J'vel, where they alfo built a caftle, the ruins of which are yet to be 
feen. 

About a mile from Dunftable, on the defcent of the Chiltern hills, there is a 
round fortification, fuppofed to have been a town of the ancient Britons. It in-
cludes about nine acres ^ the rampart is pretty high, but there is no appearance 
of a ditch. This place is called Madning-bowre, Madin-bowre, or Maiden-bower * 
and coins of the emperors are frequently found here by the peafants, who call them 

Mad-
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fMadning-money. _ C a m d e n fuppofes it to have been the Roman ftation, which 
Antoninus in his itinerary calls Magioninium, Magiovinium and Mag in tum, for 
which he affigns feveral reafons; firft, it ftands upon a Roman way; fecondly, Ro-
man coins have been found there ; and thirdly, there is g r e a t affinity between the 
names Madin-lowre and Magintum, 

Af te r Magintum; wasdeftroyed, either by war o r b y time, another town was built Crofle-s. 
by Henry the Firf t where Dunftable now ftands. In the middle of the town flood 
one of the crofles, which Edward the Firf t erected to the memory of Eleanor of Caf-
tile, his firft queen, The fe croffes were pillars adorned with ftatues. T h e queen died' 
at Hareby in Lincoinfhire, f rom whence her body was brought with great fune-
ral pomp to Weftminf ter ^ and one of thefe crofies or pillars was erected in every 
town, where the procefilon flopped by the way.. 

Leighton-Beaudefart is fuppofed to have been the Saxon L y j e a n b u j i h j and near 
i t there are the remains of a Roman camp.-

A t Odill or Woodhil l , which was formerly called Waliull, and lies on the banks of 
the Oufe near Harewood, there was anciently a caftle belonging to certain perfons,, 
called the barons of Wahul l , having had a barony granted to them of three hundred 
knights fees in feveral counties. 'A knight ' s fee was an inheritance in land fufiicient 
to maintain a- knight , which,, by the ftatute of the l i t of k ing Edward the Se-
cond, v/as fixed at 201. a year,.. Th i s caftle has been long in ruins. . 

E C C L E S I A S T I C A L A N T I Q ^ U I T I" E- S. 

As to. the Ecclefiaftical Antiquit ies of this county, there feems to have been a 
monaftery at Bedford pretty early in- the Saxon times, f to which Offa* was a v e r y 
confiderable benefactor* as appears by an. account, of fome donations in Spelman's 
Concilia, Vol. I. p. 31.9. The re was alio a college of prebendaries at the church • 
of St. Paul, before the Norman conqueft : but one of them having killed a butcher, 
they were obliged to remove from their habitations, which were round the church j 
and Roifia, the wife of Pagan de Beauchamp who built Bedford caftle, ereited a 
priory for their reception at a place about a mile diftant from Bedford, which from* 
this new building: acquired the name of Newnham^wKich it.ftill retains. 'Si-mom 
de Beauchamp, the fon of Roifia, having confirmed his mother 's a<5l, has by fome-
been confidered as the firft founder of this priory ; and was called on his tomb., 
which ftood before the high altar ' of the old church, that was demoliilied in the 
time of k ing John, " Fundator&e Neweham," This monaftery was dedicated 
to St. Paul, and had yearly revenues to the value of 2931. 5 s. . 11 d. fays' Dugdale 
but according to Speed, they amounted to 343 1. 15 s. 5 d. 

" Some townfmen of Bedford founded an- hofpital in' the fouth part of the 
town, fometime before the 30th of Edward the Firft, and dedicated it to St:. 
Leonard. In this hofpital there were fix chaplains ; and the revenue was valued a?, 
461..'6 s. 8'd» . 

l a 
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in die time of Edward the Second, Mabilia de Pateihull, lady of Bletneihoe, 
founded a houfe of Francifcan-friers in the north-weft part of the town; valued 
by Dugdale at 3 L 1.3 s. 2 d. and by Speed at 51. per annum. 

There is now a priory or hofpital adjoining to St. John's church : it confifts of 
a mailer who is reftor of the church, and of ten poor men. This houfe is iaid by 
feme to have been founded, in 9 80, by one Robert Deparis, who was the firil mailer : 
but others are of opinion, that it was built and endowed by fome townfmen in the 
lime of Edward the Second. It is dedicated to St. John the Baptift; and at the 
diifolution, the yearly value was 21 L os. 8d. The patronage is in the mayor, 
aldermen, bailiffs, and common council, of Bedford, 

Pao-an de Beauchamp asd Roifia his wife alfo founded a priory at Chickfand, 
near Shefford, for canons and nuns, according to the rule of St. Gilbert of Sempring-
ham: it was dedicated to the BleiTed Virgin; and at the fuppreffion was endowed 
with 2121. 3 s. 5 d. per annum, according to Dugdale; and 230I. 3 s. 4 d . accord-
k g to Speed, 

A t Eiilow, about a mile from Bedford, over againft Newenham, was an abbey 
of Benedi&ine-nuns, founded in the reign ofWill iam the Firil, by Judith niece to the 
Conqueror, and wife of Waltheof earl of Huntingdon : it was dedicated to the 
Holy Trinity, St. Mary, and St. Helena the wife of Conftantine the Great. It was 
valued at the fuppreffion at 2841. 12 sf 11 d. per. annum, according to Dugdale ; 
and 3251. z s. i d . by Speed 

A t Melchburne, about eight miles north-weft of Bedford, was a preceptory 
of the Knights-Hofpitallers of St. John of Jerufalem ; which, in the time of Henry 
the Firil, was endowed by the lady Alice de Claremont, countefs of Pembroke ; 
and at the diifolution had lands to the value of 2411. 9 s. 1.9 d, per annum. 

A t JDunftable, king Henry the Firft built and endowed a priory of Black-canons 
to the honour of St. Peter, wb£>fe yearly revenues amounted to 344 L 13 s. 3 d. 
There was alfo at this place a houfe of Preaching-friers ; which was eftabliihed 
about the year 1259, valued at 4L J8JS. 4d. per annum, 

A t Wardon, about three miles iòuth-weit of Bigglefwade, there was an 
abbey for Ciftertian-monks, founded by Walter Efpec in the year 1135, and 
dedicated to the BlefTed Virgin. Its annual revenues are rated by Dugdale at 
3891. 16 s. 6 d. and by Speed at 442 1. u s . u d . 

A t Millbrook, near Ampthill, was a fmall cell of Benedi<5lines, belonging to 
the abbey of St. Albans, a market town of Hertfordihire, dedicated to St. Mary 
Magdalene. 

The abbey at Woburn was dedicated to the Virgin Mary ; and the annual in-
come was 3911. 18 s. 2d, according to Dugdale, and 430 1. 13 s, i i d , accord-
ine; to Speed, 

In 
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I n a wood near Market-ftreet, about three miles from Dunftable, was a nurmery 
of the Benediftine order, dedicated to the Holy Trinity, T h e fite and fome ad-
jacent lands were given by the dean and chapter of St, Paul 's, London, in 
1 1 4 5 1 and it was foon after built and endowed by Geoffrey abbot of St, Al-
bans. Dugdale values this nunnery at 144I. 16 s. i d* per annum, and Speed at 
1431. 18 s. 3 d8 

A t Harewood, a few miles north-weft of Bedford, there was a priory of canons 
and nuns according to the inftitution of St. Nicholas of Arrouafia; which after-
wards confifted only of a priorefs and three or four nuns of the order of St. Auftin. 
It was built, in the reign of king Stephen, by Sampfbn le Fort, The lands were 
rated at »he diifolution at 47 1. 3 s. 2 d. per annum; but the clear yearly value was 
4 0 L 18 s. 2 d. 

^ A t Grovebury, in the pariih of Leighton , there was a convent of foreign monks, 
the manor having been given by H e n r y the Second to the nuns of Fontevralt in 
Normandy. I t fuffered the fate of all foreign priories during the wars with France ; 
and after having been feveral times granted to private perfons for life, was at laft 
given to the dean and canons of Windfor in Berkihire, in whole polfeffion it ftill 
remains. 

T h e r e was alfo, at Leighton, a houfe of Ciftertian-monks, which was a cell to 
Woburn-abbey. 

A tBufhmead , near Dunftable, there was a priory of Black canons, founded by H u g h 
the fon of Oliver Beauchamp, and dedicated to St. Mary. Its annual revenue was 
according to Dugdale 71 1. 13 s. 9 d. according to Speed 811. 13 s. 5 d. 

A t Farle, near Leighton, there was a mafter and brethren, fubordinate to the 
great foreign hofpital of Santingfield in Picardy, to whom this place had been 
given by H e n r y the Second. I t was afterwards granted by Henry the Sixth to 
the fellows of King's College, Cambridge. 

A t Hocclyt t , now called Hockley in the Hole , about five miles f rom Dunftable, 
in the road to the city of Coventry, there was an hofpital for a mafter and feven 
brethren, in the time of king John, dedicated to St. John the Baptift. 

A t Caldwell, near Bedford, there was a houfe of religious brethren of the Holy-
crofs, founded by Robert , the fon of Will iam of H o u g h t o n , in the time of k ing 
John , and dedicated to the honour of the BlefTed Virgin. Some time before the 
diifolution, it became a priory for about eight Auguf t ine canons, and was dedicated 
to St. John the Baptift and John the Evangelift . Dugdale fays it was valued at 
1091. 8 s. 5 d . per annum, and Speed at 148 1. 15 s. ic>d. 

Speed mentions a college at Eaton-ford, near Dunftable, dedicated to the body 
of Chrift ; bu t biihop Tanner is of opinion this was only a gild, to which belong-
ed one or more chantry priefts. T h e lands were rated at 7 1. 16 s. per annum. 

A t Northill , about three miles diftant f rom Bigglefwade, the pariih church, 
dedicated to St. Mary, was in the time of H e n r y the Four th made collegiate, and 
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J j f „ „ ft./. r „ r , n n r t of a mafter or warden, and feveral fellows and fervants, as 

" S S S : forf of Sir John Trally, Km. and Reginald his fon, by his 
M hi C /l i l _ "'TiP.n ft. ft, ri.it trr. . 

an 
executors» The revenue was 6il 5 s« 5 ¿^ anmm< 

A t Biggiefwade, there was a college dedicated to the Holy Trinity,, and valued 

71. per annum. • .. 

M E M B E R S of P A R L I A M E N T for this C O U N T Y . 

Bedfordshire fends four members to parliament, two knights of the ihire fan 
the county, and two burgeffes for the borough of Bedford. 
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N A M E . 

"I" N the moil ancient Saxon annals, the name of this county is written Beajipuc-
j [ y c y j i e : the Englifh Saxons afterwards wrote it Bejijiocj"cyjie, from whence 
the prefent name Berkshire is immediately derived. Some have iuppofed this name 
to have been originally derived from that of a wood which produced great 
quantities of box and was called Burroc ; others imagine the county took its name 
from a difbarked or bare oak 'm the foreffc of Windibr, to which the inhabitants 
•ufed to refort in times of danger, and confult about public affairs, 

S I T U A T I O N , F I G U R E , and E X T E N T . 

This county is bounded by Hampshire on the foufh, by Wiltshire and Glou-
cefterfhire on the weft ; by the river Thames, which divides it from Buckingham-
ftiire and Oxfordshire, on the north % and on the eaft by Middlefex and Surry, T h e 
general fhape of it has fome refemblance to a fandal or flipper«, it is about 39 
miles long, 29 broad, and 120 in circumference : the center of it is diftant about 
44 miles weft from London, 
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R I V E R S . 

The principal river in this county is the Thames, which fome have called the 
Ifis, till its conflux with the little river Thame^ and from ?bame and Ifis have 
formed Thamifis or Thames. The notion that the name of the river Thames is 
thus derived, has indeed been univerfally received * and yet there is inconteftible 
proof that it is erroneous; the name Ifis has feldom been heard but among fcho-
lars, though it has been almoft conftantly tranfcribed out of one book into ano-
ther. The common people call this river the Thames quite from its fource : and 
in an ancient charter granted to abbot Aldheim, particular mention is made of 
certain lands upon the eaft part of the river, « cujus vocabulum ferjuxta va-
" dum qui appellatur Summer ford " and as this Summerford is in Wiltihire, it is 
manifeft that the river was then called Temis or Terns before itsjun&ion with the 
Thame. The fame thing appears in every charter and authentic hiftory where 
this river is mentioned, particularly in feveral charters granted to the abbey of 
Malmibury, and fome old deeds relating to Cricklade, both which places are alfo in 
Wiltihire. Al l our hiitorians, who mention the incurfions of iEthelwold into 
Wiltihire in the year 905, or of Canute in the year 1016, tell us, that they paired 
over the "Thames at Cricklade: the Saxons called it T e m e p quite from its fource, 
and from T e m e p our Tems or Thames is immediately derived. The word feems 
indeed to have been originally Britiih, as it is the name of feveral rivers in diffe-
rent parts of the iiland, particularly of the little river Thame, whofe name the Ifis 
has been fuppofed to borrow, the Tame in Staffordihire, the Teme in Hereford-
ihire, the Tamer in Cornwall, and many others. Mr. Llhwyd the antiquary of 
Wales affirms, that the Saxon Temej-e was derived from their Taf or Tavuys, 
a name which is common to many rivers in Wales, and fignifies a gentle itream ; 
the Romans having firit changed their v or f into m, as they did in their word De-
metia, which in Welch is Dyfed. 

' Thefe obfervations, befides obviating a popular error, may ferve to ihew the 
great uncertainty of the moil ingenious conjedtures concerning the origin of names, 
by which countries, rivers, diftridts, and tribes have been diftinguiihed; for per-
haps there are none more fpecious than that which has been juft exploded ; and 
if there had been no record or hiftory in which this river had been called the 
Thames before its conflux with another, it is probable that the formation of 
'Thames from Thame and Ifis^ would have been believed with little lefs confidence 
than the exiftence of the two itreams or the country through which they flowed. 

There are four other rivers in this county, the Kennet, great part of which is 
navigable, the Lodden, the Ocke, and the Lambourne, a fmall itream which con-
trary to all other rivers is always higheit in fummer, ihrinks gradually as 
winter approaches, and at laft is nearly if not quite dry. 

T o account for this extraordinary phenomenon, it has been fuppofed that there 
is in the hill f rom which this itream iflues a large cavity with a du£t in form of a 
fyphon or crane, fuch as is commonly ufed to decant wine and other liquors ; and 
if this be granted^ the foliation is eafy, as will appear by the following diagram. 

L e t 
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L e t A B C reprefent the fide of a hill in which there is the cavern or bafon 
D and let E reprefent the fyphonic d u d , one foot of which communicates with 
the bafon D. and the other terminates in the fmall ftream F. 

Now the rain which begins to fall plentifully in autumn, and continues during 
the winter, will at length raife the water in the bafon to the level of D E ; and the 
d u d being then filled, and the leg that communicates with the ftream F. being 
longer than that which communicates with the bafon D. the water in the refervoir 
or bafon will run out through it, and will continue to do fo till the furface of the 
water finks below the foot of the duct that communicates with i t ; the confequence 
is, the bafon being filled during winter, the du<5t will begin to run in the lpring, 
and continue running all fummer ; but fummer being a dry feafon, and not fupply-
ing the bafon with rain as fait as it is exhaufted, the water will at length fink 
below the end of the du6t, and confequently the ftream will again ceafe to run, 
till the water again rifes in the bafon to the level D E , which will happen the 
beginning of the following f u m m e r ; and thus the ftream will always run in the 
dry feafon and become dry in the wet, except the little that it borrows from the 
trickling of the adjacent fprings. 

Suppofing this hypothefis to be true,, the periods of flowing and failing of this 
fpring will be reciprocally longer or ihorter as the feafons are wetter or d rye r ; 
for if the winter proves wet, the ftream will begin to flow earlier in the fummer, 
and if the fummer alfo fhould be wet it will continue to flow longer, and fo vice 
veria. And in this particular the fait confirms the hypothefis. The country people 
mark the time when the Lambourne begins to flow, and from thence predict the 
fcarcity or plenty of corn, which they may very well do, as feafons remark-
ably wet or dry muft have little lefs influence upon the harveft than upon the 
river, 

A I R , S O I L , and N A T U R A L P R O D U C T I O N S . 

The air of this county is healthy even in the vales, and though the foil in ge-
neral is not the molt fertile, yet the appearance of the country is remarkably 
pleafant, being delightfully varied with hill and valley, and wood and water, which 
are feen at once in almoft every profpect. 

This county is well ftored with timber, particularly oak and beech"; and feme parts 
of it produce great plenty of wheat and barley. It is moft fruitful on the banks of 
the Thames and the Kenneth and in the country about Lambourne» on the weftern 

fide^ 
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fide, where it borders upon W i l t f h i r e o n the eaft fide, where it borders upon Surry, 

i t is'rather barren, being covered with woods and forefts. 

m a n u f a c t u r e s . 

It was once fuperior to all the reft of the iiland in the manufa&ure of wool 5 
arid its principal manufa&ures now are woollen cloth, fail cloth, and malt 

C I V I L a n d E C C L E S I A S T I C A L D I V I S I O N S . 

This county is divided into twenty two hundreds, and contains twelve market 
towns, but like Bedfordfhire has no c i t y , the whole of i t is in the province of 
Canterbury and diocefe of Salifbury, and contains 140 parifhes. 

M A R K E T T O W N S . 

T h e market towns are Abingdon, Farringdon, Hungerford, Eaft Ililey, Lower 
Lambourne, Maidenhead, Newbury, Ockingham, Reading, Wallingford, W a n -
tage, and Windfor. 

A B I N G D O N , or Abbendon, was fo called from an abbey anciently built there; i t 

ftandson a branch of the Thames, and is diftant from London 55 miles. It was 
incorporated by Queen Mary I. and is governed by a mayor, two bailiffs, and nine 
aldermen, and the iummer affizes are always held here, as the L e n t affizes are at 
Reading. 

T h e ftreets are well paved, and center in a fpacious area, where the market is 
held, In the center of this area is the market-houfe it is a curious building of 
afhler-work, fupported on lofty pillars, with a large hall offree-itone above, in which 
the aifizes are held, and other public bufinefs tranfa&ed. It has two churches, 
one dedicated to St. Helena and the other to St. Nicholas ; St. Helen's is adorned 
withafpire, and both are faidto have been built by one of the abbots of Abingdon. 
I t has alfo two hofpitals, one for fix, and the other for thirteen poor men and poor 
women, a free-fchool, and a charity-fchool: its chief produce is barley, and its 
chief manufa&ure malt great quantities of which are fent in barges to London. 

F A R R I N G D O N , 6 5 miles from London, is governed by a bailiff, andfituated on a 
hill near the Thames it is neatly built, and the church is a large handfome ftru&ure. 

H U N G E R F O R D , 6 4 miles from London, in the great road to Bath, is governed 
by a conftable, who is chofen yearly and is lord of the manor, which he holds im-
mediately of the king, for the time being. It is fituated in -a mooriih ground on 
the river Kennet, and neither its buildings nor its market are confiderable. 

E A S T I L S L E Y is 5 4 miles diftant' from London. It ftands in a fine fporting 
country, and in the road from Oxford to Newbury. Its market is famous for 
iheeps of which great numbers feed on the furrounding downs. 

L O W E R L A M B O U R N E is fo called from the little river Lambourne which 
riles near it j the adjacent country is pleafant, but it is not a place of much note. 

B ll 
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I t has however a church and on the north fide of it an hofpital for ten poor 
m e n ; fix nominated by the warden of New-College, Oxford, and four by the 
family of Hippo (ley, in Lambourne. It was founded and endowed by John Iibury, 
Efq ; in 1502.; and the ten poor men receive twenty two iMlings a week, three 
loads of wood, a certain quantity of wheat and malt yearly, and a ihare of the 
line paid every feventh year for renewing the leafe. 

M A I D E N H E A D , 28 miles from London, is faid to have been once called South 
Ailington, or Southealington, which Stowe has contracted into Sudlington, and 
to derive its prefent name from the head of a Britiih maiden having been kept 
there, who was fuppofed to be one of eleven thoufand virgins that fuffered martyr-
dom with their leader St.. Urfula near Cologne in Germany, as they were returning 
from Rome. If this is: true, Maidenhead muft be a place of confiderable anti-
quity, for the martyrdom of St. Urfula and her eleven thou land attendants is im-
puted to Attila king of the Huns , who was called the feourge of God,, and lived: 
fo early as the fifth century : i t feems more probable that the name originally wa» 
Maidenhithe, of which Maidenhead is a corruption ; at leail it is certain that the town 
was incorporated by the name of the fraternity or guild of the brothers and fillers ofMa~ 
denheith, in the 2,6th year of king Edward the Third , which was about the middle of 
the fourteenth century. T h e ftory of the eleven thoufand virgins is a remarkable in-
itance of the grofs ignorance and fuperilitious credulity of the Monks ; for we are 
told by a popiih writer* Sirmon the Jefuit, a man of great eminence and learnings 
that in a very ancient MS. Martyrology which he had feen, there were the following 
words, " Urfula & Undecimilla V V. M M . " Urfula and Undecimilla virgins 
and martyrs; and that the monks miilaking the name Undecimilla for undecim 
mille, eleven thoufand, had conceived and propagated the ridiculous notion t h a t 
eleven thoufand virgins travelled and fuffered martyrdom with St. Urfula. 

But fuppofing the name of this town to have been not Maidenhead b u t Maiden-
Mthe, it Mil remains doubtful whence this name was derived* except that Hithe,.. 
f rom the Saxon H y S e , fignifies a fmall haven or wharf to land wares ou t of boats, 
and might therefore properly be added to the name of any place that like this lies 
on the banks of a navigable river. 

Maidenhead was laft incorporated by a charter-from king James XL. and; is go-
v e r n e d by a high-ileward, a mayor, a l i e ward, and ten aldermen. 

This town Hands in two parifhes, Cookham and Bray, and was firfl railed out of 
©bfcurity by a bridge, which about three centuries ago was built over the Thames 
at this place, and brought hither the great north-well road, which ufed to crofs the 
Thames at a place called Babham-end about two miles to the north, where there 
was a ferry. A f t e r this bridge was built,. Maidenhead began to be accommodated: 
with inns, and the town is now pretty large and not ill built. T h e corporations 
has a gaol not only for debtors but felons,, a chapel dedicated to St. Andrew the 
Apoille and St. Mary Magdalene, but no church, and an almfhoufe confining of 
dwellings for eight poor men and their wives; each man has fix pounds a year, 
and every fecond year each perfon has a new gown. It was endowed by James 
Smith, citizen and falter of London, and. his wife,, about 1580, and the Salters, 
company of London, are trullees.. 
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A confiderable trade is carried on here in malt, meal, and timber, which are 

font in barges to London, and the pier of the bridge called the barge pier, di-
vides this county from that o f Buckingham. 

N E W B U R Y , 56 miles from London, is fuppofed to have been originally nevi 
lBorough, and to have been fo called with refped to a more ancient place near which 
i t was built. 

It was incorporated by Queen Elizabeth, and is governed by a mayor, high-
;teward, recorder, aldermen and capital burgeifes. It is pleafantly fituated on the 
river Kennet, which runs through the town; the itreets arefpacious, and the market-
place, in which there is a guild-hall, is large. It has a church and a charity-fchool 
for forty boys, endowed with 40 L a year by the corporation, and 2 5 l . a year by 
„the benefa&ion of a private perfon. 

It has a confiderable manufacture of ihaloons and druggets, and was once fa-
mous for broad cloth, which is itill made here though not in the fame quantity. 

There is alfo an almihoufe, faid to have been originally founded by king John, 
for fix poor men and fix poor women each perfon is allowed 21 pence a week, 
four ihillings each on the fair day, 13 s. 4 d . at Chriftmas, a hundred fagots of wood 
yearly, and a new coat or gown every two years. 

O C K I N G H A M , or as it is fometimes called Wokingham, is diftant from London 
33 miles, and itands in the foreft of Windfor. It is a corporation governed by an 
alderman, recorder, and capital burgeifes. 

It contains feveral itreets, and has a market-houfe in the middle not ill built. 
I t has a parifh church, a free-fchool, and an holpital founded by Henry Lucas, Efq; 
in the reign of Charles the Firi l , for fixteen penfioners, who have each ten pounds 
a year: there is alfo a chaplain to this hofpital who is called mailer, and has an 
appointment of 501. a year. The truilees of this charity are the Grocers of Lon-
don, and the penfioners are prefented by the following pariihes alternately. 

B E R K S . 

Ockingham 
Arberfield 
Finchamflead 
New Windfor 
Eaft Hampited 
Cluer 
Old Windfor 
Barkham 
Burfield 
Hurit 
Rufcomb 
Bray 
Sandhurft 

Purford 
Egham 
Waineborough 
Newdigate 
Frimley 
Bagihot 
Windleiham 
Stoke 
Thorpe 
Purbright 
Warplefden 

Cobham 
Chertfey 
Biiley 

S U R R Y . 

Wingfieid 

B E R K S . 
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B E R K S . 

Swallowfield 
Sunning-hilL 

It has a manufa&ure of iilk ifeckings and cloth. 

^ R E A D I N G is fuppofed to derive its name from Redin, the Britiihword for Fern, which 
Is faid to have grown here in great abundance. It is diftant about forty miles from 
London, it is the county town, and is governed by a mayor, twelve aldermen, and 
twelve burgeffes: it has three parifh churches dedicated to St. Mary, St. Law-
rence, and St. Giles. The ftreets of this town are well built, and it is more 
fpacious and populous than many cities. It is fo near the Thames, that the largefl 
barges come up to the town bridge, where there are commodious wharfs for clear-
ing and loading them. The Kennet which runs through the town will bear a barge 
of more than one hundred tons, and is navigable alrnoft to Newbury. Reading 
therefore has a confiderable trade into the country, but its chief traffic is to 
London ; whither it fends malt, meal, and timber, and receives back coals, fait, 
tobacco, grocery wares, oil, and other neceffary commodities. 

WALLINGFORD. This place is fuppofed to derive its prefent name originally 
from the ancient Britiih name Guall-hen, Old Fort, whence the Saxons formed 
Duallenge and Wallenge, to which adding pojit), ford, the name of a ihallow 
place in the river, it was called Guallenjapojit) and Wallengapojit), which was 
afterwards con traded into Wallingford. 

This place is diftant from London 46 miles ; it was incorporated by a charter 
from James I. and is governed by a mayor, a high fteward, a recorder, fix 
aldermen, a town clerk, two bailiffs, a chamberlain, and eighteen burgeffes or 
affiftants. 

The town is large and has a good appearance : it Hands on the river Thames, 
over which it has a ftone bridge that is three hundred yards long, has nineteen 
arches, and four draw bridges. It has alio a market houfe, over which is the town 
hall, where the mayor and juftices hold the quarter feffions for this borough, which 
is a diftinit jurifdiition. There is only one church now remaining of fourteen : 
it is called St. Mary's; and there is alio a free fchool. Its chief manufa&ure is 
malt, which it fends by water to London. 

Within a mile of this town is a farm called Chofely, faid to be the largeft in 
England ; the lands which lie all together are let at 10001. per annum: and there is 
one barn on the eftate, the roof of which is three hundred and fix feet long. 

W A N T A G E , 59 miles from London, is a neat tov/n, the capital of a hundred, 
fituated in a fine fporting country and the downs, which are diftant from the 
town about a mile, are famous for horfe races. A little namelefs river runs by it, 
which foon after falls into the Gcke. 

SURRY® 

Byfleet 
Woking 
HorihilL 

V O L , L D W I N D S O R , 
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W I N D S O R , 2 3 miles from London, is fuppofed to derive its name from ITS 

winding jhore, on the fouth fide of the Thames. The Saxon name was Win'olepojia, 
a, word which in their language exprefifed winding fhore, and this place was called 
Windlefhora, in a charter granted by Edward the Confeifor... 

T h e town was incorporated by king Edward the Fir it, and by virtue of charters from 
king James the Firfl: and king James the Second. It .is governed by a .mayor, high, 
fteward, under ileward, a town clerk,,two bailiffs, and twenty eight other perfons to be 
chofen out of the beft of the inhabitants,, thirteen .of whom were to be called fel-
lows or benchers of the Guildhall ; and of thefe thirteen,- ten were to be called alder-
men; from among whom the mayor: and bailiffs are to be annually, cholen. 

This town is fituated on a rifmg ground the principal ftreet looks fouthward 
over a long and fpacious valley, chequered w i t h .corn-fields and meadows, inter-
fperied with groves, and watered by the Thames, which glides through the pro-
fpe£t in a transfluent and gentle ftream; and, fetching many windings, feems to 
linger in its way. O n the other fide, .the country fwells into hills which are neither 
craggy nor over high, but rife with a gradual afcent that is covered with per-
petual verdure where it is not adorned with trees. In this ftreet there are many-
good buildings, and a very handfome town hall, which was built in the time o f . 

; Mng Charles the Second. The pariflxxhurchus a, large though-not an'elegant, 
building, and has a ring of eight bells*.-

A t the north eaft end of this town,- there is a caftie which is about a mile in v 
circumference, and conftfts of two fquare courts, one to the eaft and the other 
to the weft, with a circular tower between them ; in the eaftern fquare there is a 
royal palace, .and in the middle an equeftrian ftatue of king Charles the Second : the 
royal apartments with thofe of the great officers of ftate are to the north ;-and on, 
the outfide of this, fquare to the north,, the eaft,. and the weft, there is a terrace faid 
to be the fiueft in the world ;..it is faced with free ftone like the ramparts of a-
fortified place, and is covered with fine gravel; it is alfo fo well fumifhed with , 
drains, that it is always dry, even immediately after the heavieft and longeft rains.:., 
to the north, where it is broadeft, it is waflied by the Thames ; and the profped. 
from the apartments over it include London,one way, and Oxford the other. The 
apartments are all fpacious and elegant, richly adorned with fculptures and paintings, „ 
particularly a hall called St. George's H a l t .where the Sovereign, of the order of r 

the Garter; ufed to ; tfeaft the knights, companions of his order every St. George's 
day. . 

The tower, whicii is the refidence of the conftable or governor, i s Built in the -
manner of an amphitheatre, yery lofty and magnificent. .. 

The weftern fquare is of the fame breadth as that to the eaft, and is considerably 
longer. On the north fide of: this court or fquare, is the chauel of the order of 
the Garter dedicated to St. George ; in this chapel the knights are inftalled, and 
in the choir each of them has a feat or itall, with the banner of his arms fixed over 
it. This chapel has a dean and fix canons, who have houfes on'the north.'fide of-it, 
in the form of a fetlock, which was one of the badges of Edward the Fourth, who-
rebuilt, them. Near, the chapel there are alfo little cells for eighteen poor knights, 
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luppoleti to be gentlemen who have been wounded in war, impaired by age, or 
become indigent, by misfortune-, each has a penfion of 40 L a year. They wear 
a calTock of red cloth with a mantle of purple, having St. George's crofs on the 
l e f t ihoulder j they have Halls in the middle of the choir juf t below thofe of the 
knights of thè Garter; and are obliged by their order to go twice a day to church 

i n their robes to pray for the fovereign and the knights of the order. T h e chapel 
has alfo a chauntry -, and at the weft end of this fquare are the houfes of the 
chorifters ; at the bottom is the library. This fquare is furrounded with a 
high wall, as the other is by .a terrace s .and ;both are entered by a ftone bridge 
with a gate. 

A t a little diftamce ftands O l d Windfor, which Camden fays has been falling 
i to decay ever fince the time of Edward the Third. At the Conqueft, Old Windfor 

confifted of one hundred houfes, of which twenty two were exempt f rom tax, 
and thirty ihillings was levied upon the reft. 

Near this place there are alfo two parks -, one called the little park, and the 
other the great park. T h e little park is about three miles in compafs ; the walks 
are finely fhaded, and it is well ftocked with deer. T h e great park is not lefs 
than fourteen miles in compafs. It abounds with all k i n d of game, and is fo 

-embellifhed by nature, as to furpafs all that can be produced by the utmoft la-
bour and ingenuity of art. A circuit of thirty miles fouth of this place is cai- 4 

-led the Eoreft^ and the foreft alio is well ftocked wi th gam©«, <• 

C U R -I O S I T I E a 
Remarkable 

T h e moft remarkable curioiity in this county is the rude figure of a white ^ ^ 
horfe, which takes up near an acre of ground, on the fide of a green hill. A 
'ihorfe is known to have been the Saxon ftandard ; and fome have fuppofed that 
this figure was made by Hengif t one of the Saxon kings ; but Mr . Wife, the 
author of a letter on ¿his fubjeót to Dr. Mead, publifhed in 1738, brings feveral 
arguments t o fhew that it was made by the order of Alfred, in the reign of his 
brother Ethelred, as a monument of his vi&ory gained over the Danes, in the 
year 873, a t Aftidown, now called Allien or Aihbury Park, the feat of lord Craven, 
near Aihbury, mot far from this h i l l Others however fuppofe it to have been 
partly the effed of accident, and .partly the work of ihepherds, who obferving 
,a rude figure, fomewhat refembling a horfe, as there are in the veins of wood 
-and ftone many figures that refemble trees, caves and other obje<5ts, reduced it 
.by degrees to a more regular figure. But however this be, it has been a cuftorn 
immemorial for the neighbouring peafants to aifemble on a certain day about 
Midfummer, and clear away the weeds from this white horfe, and trim the edges 
to preferve its colour and ihape -, after which the evening is fpent in mirth and 
feftivitv. 

T h e hill ftands a little to the north of Upper Lambourne, and is called Whi te -
horfe Hill. T o the north of this hill there is a long valley reaching from the 
weftern fide of the county, where it borders upon Wiltihire, as far as Wantage, 
which from this hill is called the Vale of Whitehorfe, and is the moft fertile part 
of the county. 

D 2 As 
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Subterrane- f ° m e peafants were digging fome years ago on a riiing ground, not far 
an fhelis and* from Reading, they difcovered a ftratum of oyfter fhells, lying on a bed of green 
other'extra- fa nd ? and covered with a ftratum of bluifh clay. Many of the ihells when they 
li fubibnces a r e t a ^ e n UP> ^ave ^oth v a ^ v e s together, and when the upper and un-

"uc s' der fhell or valve are found feparate, it appears, upon comparing and joining 
them, that they originally belonged to each other. This ftratum has been found 
to extend through five or fix acres of ground. 

On each fide of the Kennet, near Newbury, there is a ftratum of peat, which is 
from about a quarter to half a mile wide, and many miles long. Peat is a com-
pofition of the branches, leaves, and roots of trees, with grafs, ftraw, plants, 
and weeds, which, having lain long in water, are formed into a common mafs, 
fo foft as to be cut through with a fharp fpade. The colour is a blackifh brown, 
and it is ufed for fue l ; the depth below the furface of the earth, at which it is 
found in this place, is from one foot to eight. Great numbers of intire trees are 
found lying irregularly in the true peat: they are chiefly oaks, alders, willows, 
and firs, and appear to have been torn up by the roots. Many horfes heads, 
and bones of feveral kinds of deer, the horns of the antelope, the heads and 
tuiks of boars, and the heads of bevers, are alfo found in it. Not many years 
ago, an urn of a light brown colour, large enough to hold about a gallon, was 
found in the peat pit, in Speen moor, near Newbury, at about ten feet diftance 
from the river. And four feet below the level of the neighbouring ground, 
juft over the fpot where the urn was found, an artificial hill had been raifed 
about eight feet high ; and as this hill confifted both of peat and earth, it is evi-
dent that the peat was older than the urn. From the fide of the river feveral 
femicircular ridges are drawn round the hill, with trenches between them. The 
urn was broken to fhivers by the peat diggers who found it, fo that it could not 
be critically examined, nor can it be known whether any thing was contained 
in it. 

Amazing A t a village called Finchamftead, the water of a well is faid to have turned 
phenomenon. r e d, and to have boiled up with a confiderable ebullition for many days. 

The author of the Saxon Chronicle fays, that it boiled up with ftreams of blood 5 

and the fame thing has been recorded of other wells, by authors of good credit. 

Remaikable T h e r i v e r K e n n e t i s remarkable for producing the fineft trout in the kingdom, 
fine trout. They are in general very large, and it is faid that fome have been taken here 

which meafured five and forty inches long. 

E'aft and W e f t Enbourne, near Newbury, are remarkable for the following 
lingular and wh-imfical cuftom of the manor. The widow of every copyhold te-
nant is intitled to the whole copyhold eftate of her hufband, fo long as fhe conti-
nues unmarried and chafte if fhe marries, fhe lofes her widow's eftate without, 
remedy; bu t if fhe is guilty of incontinence,, fhe may recover her forfeiture, by rid-
ing into court on the next court day,, mounted on a black ram, with her face 
towards the tail, and the tail in her hand, and repeating the following lines:, 

Here I am, riding on a black 'ram 
Like a whore as I am ; 

Whimiical 
euflom. 
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And for my crincum crancum 
Have loft my bincum bancum, 
And for my tail's game 
A m brought to this world's ihame, 
Therefore, good Mr. Steward, let me have my lands again. 

A N T I Q U I T I E S . 

This county was the diftrict which in ancient times was inhabited by people 7. 
called the Mrebatii who are fuppofed to have come hither from a m o n g ^ L T t - 4 ™ " 
tieoates in Gaul, whofe name they ftill preferved * but whence the Same A t -
trebates was originally derived is not known. 

A t Reading there was, during the Saxon heptarchy, a caftle of confiderable Antiquities 

ltrength, • but when it was built does not appear. The Danes, in one of their in- ReadinS* 
curiions into this county, feized upon this caftle 5 and to fecure the poffeffion of 
it, drew a ditch from the Kennet to the Thames. Not long afterwards they 
quitted it to the Saxons, who plundered and deftroyed the town. The caftle re 
mained till the 12th century, when it became a refuge for fome of thofe who had 
taken up arms for king Stephen againft Henry Plantagenet, afterwards Henry 
the Second; but Henry forcing them out, totally demoliihed it, and there is not 
now the leaft trace by which its fituation can be difcovered. Leland imagined it 
might ftand at the weft end of a ftreet now called Caftle Street 5 perhaps only be-
cause it feemed probable that a ftreet built on or near the fite of the caftle, Ihould 
be io called. There are the tracks of two baftions near the ruins of an abbey 
but they are known by their figure to be modern, and were probably conftruft 
ed during the late civil war, and deftroyed at the revolution. Many coins o f 
great antiquity have been dug up here, particularly one of gold and one of brafs 
as we are told by biihop Gibfon in his addition to Camden, who could not learn 
to what people, they belonged* 

Not far from Reading ftands Laurence Waitham, where the foundations of an Roma, fort 
old Roman fort are to be feen, and Roman coins are often dug up. ana coins. 

. Wmdfor, with the adjacent country, is fuppofed by Camden to have been A r 

inhabited by the fci, a people who are faid to have put themfelves under the W i X 
protection of Qefar when he invaded Britain. H e obferves that Bray, the name 
of the hundred, very much favours this opinion, becaufe Briba&e in France has 
fuffered the fame contraction, and is now called Bray., 

Windfor, fuppofed by fome to be the Pontes o f Antoninus, was «ranted by 
Edward the ConfeiTor to Weftminfter A b b e y ; but William the Conqueror be in i 
itruck with the beauty of its fituation, procured a furrender of it in exchange 
for fome lands in Effex, and here built himfelf a hunting houfe. King Henry-
the Firft repaired and fortified it. Edward the Third, who was bom in this for» 
tified houfe, built the caftle nearly as it now ftands, new from the ground, and 
fortified it with walls, ditches, and a rampart. Henry the Fourth rebuilt 
the chapel with much greater magnificence 5 and feveral elegant improvements 
and additions were made in different parts of the building by king Henry the 
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t „„a i,i„cr H e n r v the Eighth, king Edward the Sixth, and queen Mary. 
S ^ M f b T q a ^ E f b e ^ and king Charles the Seeond fur-

•ni!hed the caflle with a magazine of arms. 

The architeft employed by Edward the Third, was William _®f Wickham, 
10 was a f t e r w a r d s bifhop of Winchefter, and after whom -one of the lowers is who was 

.itili called Winchefter T o w e r 

S i r M this place Edward the T h i r d is laid to'have inftituted the order of the Gar-
n e r t h e patron of this order is Saint George of Gappadocia the tutelar faint of 
England The qualifications required in thofe who are candidates for this dig-
nity, are gentility by birth, knighthood, and a life free from herefy treafon, 
cowardicef and pmdigality. T h e number is reftrained by ftatute to twenty ix J heir 
habit and enfigns at the inftitution, were a mantle, furtout, hood, cap, collar, the 
George and the garter., to which Charles the Firft added a ftar. The George is 

' an equeftrian figure fpearing a dragon, w h i c h i s hung round tne ^ c k : b y a blue 
ribbon; the garter alfo is blue, and is infcnbed with the words Horn foit qui 
mal y penfe, in letters of gold. T h e knights are faid to be tnvefted, when the en-
fiens of the order are put on j and to be inflated, when they are cloathed in the 
habit, and placed in their feat or hall, in St. George's chapel Foreign princes 
are admitted into the order by inv eft.it ure only. The king is fovereign : the i n -
ordinate officers :are the prelate, the chancellor, the regifter garter king at 
arms, and the black rod. " T h e firft prelate was William of Wickham, and this 
office has been ever fince annexed to the biihopnek of Winchefter ; the chancel-
lorfhip is alfo annexed to the bilhoprick of Saliibury, and the dean ofWindlor 
for the .time b e i n j i s regifter. 

Concerning the origin of this order and its enfigns, there are many accounts, 
.widely different and equally uncertain. It is in general agreed, that the king 
Jiad deliberately formed a defign to inltitute a new order of knighthood, at once 
to produce and to reward military merit but the doubt is, how it came to be 
called the order of the Garter. Some have fuppofed it to be merely accidental, 
and have related, that a lady of great beauty, who was then countefs of Salif-
bury, dropped her garter in die king's prefen.ee as ihe was dancing, and that he 
having taken it up, and perceiving her confufion, gallantly attoned for it, by 
making it an enfign of honour, and precluded any wanton furmife which fuch an 
accident might produce, by chufing for a motto this fentiment, T o him that 
thinks evil, let evil be. 

Others fay, that the king gave the fignal to charge at the battle of Creffy 
with his own garter, and that being victorious, he took occafion to make the 
garter an enfign of his new order, as a memorial of his own vidtory, and a pledge 
of vi&ory to his knights. It is faid alfo, that the inftitution of this order hap-
pened about the time when the king fet up his title to the crown of France, 
and affumed the arms of that kingdom, which gave occafion both to the colour 
of the garter, and the motto. T h e field of the French arms is blue, and by the 
motto the king might either imprecate evil, or bid defiance, to all thofe who 
fhould think evil of his claim, or of any enterprize which he fhould undertake 
to affert it, 

| r ' It 
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• I t is However recorded in a book which contains the firft inftitution of the or-
der of the Garter, that when Richard the Firf t was befieging a fortrefs in the H o -

• iy Land , he perceived many knights to be backward in the a t t a ck ; that to 
quicken them, he promifed them great honour and reward upon taking the 
place ; and that he bound upon the legs of feveral of them a thong of leather, 
fuch as he had at hand, as a pledge of this honour and reward. Some have fup-
pofed that this incident determined Edward to make choice of the garter as a 
military enfign bu t that as the leathern garter given by Richard was a kind_ of 
reproach to thoie who needed fuch an incitement, he contrived a mot to which . 
fhould preclude any imputation of fuch a motive to himielf, or of fuch want of 
incitement to his knights . 

Others have obferved, that in Edward 's time .charms and amulets for vi f tory 
were fo common, that in a duel the combatants were obliged-to fwear they had no-
fuch fpell about them, and have therefore fuppofed that the garter was contrived 
by h im as a kind o f taiifmanic l igature , and-bound about the legs of his knights , as" 
a> token of the protection of God, the Virgin, and Saint George ; the mot to be ing : 
an imprecation of evil upon thofe by whom evil was def igned. ' " May evil be -
to him who deftgns evil to the wearer of this band-:'5 or in other words, L e t his • 
travel come upon his own head, and his wickednefs fall upon his own pate. If 
this fuppofition be admitted, it will not appear very improbable^ that in confi--
dence of the v i r tue of the ligature,,, Edward might call his new inftitution the or-
der of the Garter..-

N o t far f rom Windfor there is a hill called St. Leonard 's Hil l , where many Ancie.it coins^ -

ancient coins, inftruments of war, and lamps have been d u g up. &c-

A t E a f t Hampfted,: . not far f r o m Ockingham, there are the traces of a large A Roman -

Roman camp, which is commonly called Caefar's Camp. 

Newbury is fuppofed to haverifen out of the ruins of the ancient Spina town of 
mentioned by Antoninus in his Itinerary : for there is a little village within * e w " 
lefs than a mile, that is ftill called Spsm, which the inhabitants of Newbury own 
t o be their mother , and part of Newbury itfelf is called Spenham Land . • 

A t a village called Denington, or Dunnin^ton, -not . far from-.-Newbury,.. Chauceri. 'Dunningtoc 1 ' 
the celebrated Engli ih poet, is laid to have lived in a caftle ftill i tanding, that was Ca i t i e-
built by Sir Richard de Abberbury , kn ight , on the brow of a woody hill, in the time 
of Richard the Second, towards the end of the fourteenth century ; and there was 
till within a, few years, an oak ftanding near this caftle, under which he is laid • 
t o have compofed many of. his poems, and which was called Chaucer 's oak., 

Abino-don is thought by biihop Gibion, to be the place which in the Saxon Antiquity of 
Annals is called Clopep-hoo, and where it is laid two fynods were held, one in Abmgdon. 
the year 742, and the other in 822, Some have fixed this Clovefhoo at a place 
now called Cliff at hoo, in K e n t ; bu t the biihop fupports his own conjecture, by 
obfervino-, that in a council held at Her t fo rd , it was decreed, that a fynod fhould 
Be held annually at Clofejhoh, and that ClifFathoo in Kent , is not a convenient 
fituation for fuch a purpofe. H e obferves alio, that there is great reaion to fup -
oofe Clofeihoh to-be in Mercia, becaufe Ethelbaki, k ing of Mercia, was ssfrin-
A cipal 



20 B E R K S H I R E . 
cipal perfon at one of the fynods faid to be held there; and laftly, that the Anglo 
Saxon name for Abingdon was Sheovepham, Shoeovefham, which he thinks 
might eafily have been formed from the Saxon Clopep-hoo or Clofeihoh. It ap-
pears that Abingdon, by whatever name it was called, was a place of fome emi-
nence even in the time of the Britons, for when the Saxons took polfeifion of 
it, they found croifes and many other fymbols of chriitianity. 

The bridges at Burford and Culhamford, which turned the great road between 
Gloucefter and London through Abingdon, were built in the year 1416, by king 
Henry the Fifth, as appears by an inscription in one of the windows of St. He-
len's church. 

In the center of the market place, where the market-houfe now ftands, there 
was a crofs of excellent workmanihip, faid to have been built in the reign of 
Henry the Sixth, by the fraternity of the holy crofs, of which he was the foun-
der. This crofs, among many other more valuable remains of the tafte and in-
genuity of our anceftors, was deftroyed in the civil wars of the laft century. 

Camps, and Above the head of the river Ocke, near White Horfe Hill, there was a camp, 
ments of an* a s w o r h s are fingle, is fuppofed to be Daniih. The diameter is about 
ticmit"° ^ a n hundred paces, and the figure a kind of quadrangle, with the corners cut 

J ' off. The works were fome time ago almoft defaced, by digging for ftones cal-
led farfden ftones, to build a houfe for lord Craven, in Afhbury Park. 

Above the hill there is alfo another camp of the fame kind, but much larger, 
fometimes called Uffington Caftle and at the diftance of about two furlongs 
there is a barrow, called Dragon's Hill, fuppofed by fome to be the burying 
place of Uther Pendragon, of which however there is no better evidence than 
the name. 

A t the diftance of about a mile from the hill there are many large ftones, fome 
of them fhnding on their edges, which appear to have been brought thither 
with fome defign, tho' they are now in great confufion and diforder. Mr. Wife 
fuppofes they were originally fet up as a funeral monument for a Daniih king, 
v/ho was flain in the battle of Afndown : he imagines that the whole formed an 
oblong fquare, extending duly north and fouth and on the eaft fide of that 
part, which is thought to have been the fouthern extremity, there are two fquare 
fiat ftones about five feet over each way, fet on edge, and fupporting a fourth of 
a much larger fize, which lies flat upon them; this is thought to be a fepulchral 
altar, on which facrifices were annually performed in honour of the dead. Se-
veral of thefe altars are to be found in Wales, where they are called Cromlech, a 
word which fome antiquaries have conjedured to be formed of the Hebrew, Che-
rum-luach, the devoted or altar ftone. 

This place is called Wayland Smith, by the country people, who have a fabu-
lous tradition that it was once the dwelling of an invifible fmith ; and that if a 
traveller's horfe had loft a fhoe upon the road, he need only bring his horfe to this 
place, with a piece of money, and leaving both there for a fhort time, he might 
come again and find the money gone, and the horfe new fliod. 

1 Within 
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t h e ^ n r i w v ! W H m r e S 0 C D e n c h w 0 r t h ' w W c h l i e s b « « e e n Abingdon and 
Z Z . o f . Hor fe , there is an orbicular rampire, fortified with three 

rile Dane h u r " l d t 0 h a v e b e e " a fo«refs * C a n u S 
l i n f k n T ™ t h a t t h e r e a r e traces of it in hiftorv A t 

w a ^ o f f n ' V M a n C S • T t h l s
J

c a f t i e > Aere are fome fcattered remain 'of the 
walls of another ; and m the middle, between the two caftles there is a m, ,nd 
hill, now called Windmil l -Hi l l , on which it is f u p p o L l e r e ' w a s a watch tower 
f rom which fignals might be feen f rom both the forts. ' 

t t e b t a h f f i V z l S S " I T * 7 a S 1 v i l l a ' a n d illuftrioBs by 

t Z s f S i s t p p o ^ d tVo7e ' S a T * ° f 3 

traces oFit are^ow^tci l ie Veem * ^ ^ * * ^ o u n d ? ! ^ £ 

Calkm, f rom the Bnti lh name Guall-hen, and that G a l l e d ^ corrupted nt<l 
Galleva by t ranfcnbers ; bu t Dr . Gibfon fuppofes this citv n f t h t 
at Henley upon Thames , in Oxfordihire P F * H At t rebatn to be 

J S M » o n c e f u n d e d by a wall and di tch, the traces of which a re 
Sa t te red remains of a ' a ^ L ' ^ b p p ^ d T b y S T - this p t c f t h e 
by the Romans ; and a f e i t t T b l ' L ^ b t ^ " C ^ n d D - t s ^ ^ 
the conteft between them, to have been rebuilt by W M i a m T h e Con— T h " " 8 

is indeed very good evidence that a caftle was buik h e r e b y t h e C Z r , ? 

part: ox the poiFeffions in the k ingdom to be remitered t a ^ A 1 T , 
houfes m Wamngford were deftroyed for the c a l f " T h b t x ^ L fotelt" 
the river Thames , and fortified with a double wall and three d i t c h « v e t w ide 
and deep, which are always full of water. In the middle there w a f k t o w e r raff 
ed on a very high mount , m the fteep afccnt of which, C a m d e n X s h l T a w t 
well of exceeding great depth. I t was many times befieged by k ing Stephen in 
his conteft with H e n r y the Second, but he never took it. I t came a f t e n v a X 
mto the hands of Richard earl of Cornwall, the younger bre h « „f S^nVv t £ 
T m r d , who repaired it, and kept his wedding in it. when he / p - e r ^ , J £ 
king and queen and the whole ¿ u r , The f i t ! of this ¿ S e n t S K re 
mams now belong to the college of Chrif t-Church at Oxford, as Tt dM t 
Camden s t ime, when it was a retiring place for the ftudents of that college.. 

furroundedfbvroa d f ^ * M g k c a I ! e d S i n o d u » Hill, which is ftill 
, t h e r c w a s i " times a Roma'n fortification arH »!, r ^̂  V"-r , , " "" anciciu times a Koman tortihcation 

V o i I B " h r ° k e n b y t h e P l 0 U ^ R o m a I i thrown tip •E1' ' A -t-
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A t the foot of this hill, or perhaps, fays Camden, on the top of there was 
In later times a eaftle, w h i c h Flenry the Second took by ftorm, a ihoit t ime 
before he concluded a peace with king Stephen. 

A t Aldworth, between Newbury and Wal l ingford , there was a caftle belong-
ing to certain knights of the family of de la Beche, which has been ext inf t fo long 
ago as the reign of Edward the Th i rd , yet there is a farm at this place cal ed 
Beche Fa rm, and there are fome tombs and ftatues of the knights , which being 
m u c h larger than the life, are fuppofed by the common people to be the me-
morials of a race of giants. 

A Roman A t a village called Streatly, between Wal l ingford and Reading the Roman 
way, called. Ickenild Street, which croifes W a d i n g Street at Dunftable , enters 
this county. 

E C C L E S I A S T I C A L A N T I Q U I T I E S . 

T h e ecclefiaftical antiquities of this county are numerous and considerable. 
I t is laid that there was an abbey of 5 0 0 monks at A B I N G D O N , fo early as the 
Britifh or Roman t imes ; and that in this abbey Conftantine the Great received 
his education. Of this however there is no very authentic teftimony ; but it is 
T>rettv certain, that in the Saxon times, about the year 675, a fmall monaitery 
was founded upon a hill in Bagley wood, two miles n e a r e r Oxford than the town 
now called Abingdon, by Ciifa, who was then viceroy of Wiltfhire and great 
par t of Berkfhire, under Kentwin, k ing of the W e f t Saxons, at the requeft of 
H e a n e his nephew, who became the firft. abbat. T h i s monaitery, for fome rea-
fon which cannot now be difcovered, was about five years afterwards removed 
to Sheovefham or Sevekifnam, which f rom that t ime was called Abingdon. T h e 
monaitery at Abingdon was buil t and endowed by the munificence of Ced-
walla and Ina, kings of the W e f t Saxons, and was afterwards deftroyed by the 
Danes A b o u t the year 955 it was rebuilt by the care of Ethelwold, the abbat , 
who was afterwards bifhop of Winchef ter , and by the bounty of k ing Edred and 
kino- Edo-ar T h e abbey was dedicated to the Virgin Mary , and the monks 
were of the order of faint Benedid , In the church of this abbey were the tombs 
of Ciffa its firft founder , and many other eminent perfons, particularly Geoffrey 
of M o n m o u t h the hiftorian, who was one of its abba t s ; bu t all thefe mo-
numents with the church and many other buildings that belonged to the 
abbey, were deftroyed at the diffolution, when the revenues were valued at 
1876 I. 10 s. 9 d. per annum. . 

Near the fpot where the church of St. Helena in this town afterwards ftood, 
a nunnery was buil t about the year 690, by Ciffa or Cilia, who was niece to 
Ciifa the founder of the monaitery, and filter to H e a n e the firft abbat. Of this 
nunnery Cilia was the firft abbefs ; and the place was then called Helenfiow. 

Afte r the death of Cilia, the nuns removed higher u p the Thames , to a place 
called Wi t t eham or W y t h a m , where they continued till about the year 780, 
when the war broke out between Offa k ing of the Mercians, and Kinewulf k ing 
of the W e f t Saxons. Abingdon, being a frontier town, was then made a garri-
; *v fon, 
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fon, and the nuns were obliged to retire to other religious houfes, whence they 
never returned. 

A t Steven-ton, near Abingdon, there was an alien priory of Black Monks, 
which was a cell to the abbey of Bee in Normandy, it. was afterwards granted 
to the dean and chapter of Weftminiter. 

. A t Brad field, about four miles weft of Reading, a monaftery was built by 
king Ina fome time before the year 699. How long it continued, does not 
appear. 

A t Reading a nunnery was founded about the year 980, by Elfrida, who was 
the widow of Edgar, and mother in law to king Edward the Saxon, who was 
called the Martyr, though for what reafon cannot be guefted.: he was killed by 
a domeftic of Elfrida at her command, and ihe built this, nunnery among others 
to expiate the murder. A t this place king Henry the Firf t alfo laid the founda-
tion of a itately abbey about the year 112J, which in about four years was finiihr. 
ed, and endowed for the maintenance of 200 monks of the Benediitine order,, 
whofe annual income-at the diffolution amounted to 1 9 3 8 K 1.4 s. 3 d. Soon after 
the endowment of this abbey, the nunnery founded by Elfrida was fuppreffed, 
and theJand given to the monaftery. 

Some time before the year 1134, one Aufgerus orAucherius, the fecond abbat 
©f this monaftery, founded an hofpital for twelve leprous perfons, and one or more 
chaplains. The fite of this hofpital was near the abbey, and it was dedicated 
to St. Mary Magdalen. About the year 1190, Hugh, the eighth abbat, found-
ed juft without the gate of the monaftery, an hofpital for the maintenance of 
fix and twenty poor people, and for the entertainment of ftrangers and pilgrims 
that fhould pafs the weftern road, and obtained the church of St. Laurence to 
be appropriated toward the better fupport of it. 

Some time before the year 1400, a houfe of Gray Friers was built on the 
nor th fide of Caftle S t ree t ; the fite of which was afterwards granted to the cor-
poration, and u p o n fome part of it they built their Bridewell. 

A t Cholfey, near Wall ingford, there was a monaftery founded about the year 
980 , by k ing Etheldred, fon-of Edgar by Elfrida, to make fome at tonement for 
the murder of his brother Edward the Martyr . I t was defcroyed with the town, , 
in the conteft between the Danes and Saxons, about the year 1006.. 

A t Hur ley , about four miles f rom Maidenhead, a priory of Black Monks was -
founded by Geoffrey de Magna: Villa or-Mandeville, in the • reio-n -of '"William the. ' 
Conqueror. I t was dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and was a cell to "Weftminiter: 
Abbey, . T h e revenue at the diffolution was 121 1, 18 s.. 5 d. per, annum.. 

A t Biiham, .near Hur ley , there was a preceptory for . the Knights .Templars, tcr* 
whom Rober t de Ferrariis had given the manor in the time of king Stephen. ~ 
T h e Templars had granted it away before their diffolution t o - H u g h Spencer,,, 
and i t afterwards came to Wil l iam Montacu te earl of Saliibury, who. in the yeatr 

K. sl ' 13 jUJ 
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j built a priory here for canons of the order of St, Auf t in , which at the 
diifolution was endowed with 285 1. 11 s. per annum. Af te r the prior and 
convent had furrendered this monaftery, k ing H e n r y the E igh th refounded it, 
and endowed it with lands of other diifolved monaftenes to the value of 661 L 
14 s. 9 d. per annum., for the maintenance of an abbat , who was to have the pri-
vilege of wearing a mitre, and thirteen Benedidine monks. But this new mfti-
tution was of ihort continuance5 for three years afterwards it was furrendered a 
Second time, and in the feventh year of Edward the Sixth it came into lay hands. 
In both the furrenders it is called the conventual church of the H o l y Tr in i ty : 
yet in the charter of the firft foundation it was faid to be dedicated to our L o r d 
and the Virgin, and in that of the fecond to the Virgin alone. 

A t Wall ingford there was a convent of Black Monks fubordinate to the great , 
abbey at St. Albans, to whom the church of the Ho ly Tr in i ty in this town had 
been o-iven by Galfridus Camerarius. The re were alfo a dean and prebendaries 
in a chapel called the King's free Chapel , dedicated to St. Nicholas, which 
ftood within the third ditch of the caftle, in the time of k ing J o h n , and was 
endowed by E d m u n d earl of Cornwall in the tenth year of Edward the Firf t , 
for the maintenance of fix chaplains, fix clerks, and four chorilters. I ts reve-
nues were augmented by Edward the Black prince, and k ing H e n r y the Sixth5 
fo that before^the diifolution, the yearly value was 1471. 8 s. 

A t this place there was a religious foeiety, called the mailer, brethren, and fif-
^ r s of the Hofpi tal of St. John the Baptift. I t was infti tuted before the time of 
Edward I. and the houfe, which ftood without the fouth gate of the town, had 
an annual revenue of 6.1. 

A t a place anciently called Ellenfordefmere, in the parifh of Chaddleworth, 
near Lambourne, there was an hermitage in very early times. In the year 1160, 
a priory for regular canons of the order of St. Auf t in , was founded upon the 
fpo t where the hermitage had ftood, by Ralph de Chadeleworth, who dedicated it 
to the honour of St. M a r g a r e t : this priory was afterwards called Poghele, and in 
the time of Edward IV. was endowed with 501. per annum. I t was one of the 
fmaller monafteries diifolved by Cardinal W o l f e y ; and the annual value was 
then 711. 10-s. 7 d. 

On the borders of this county, near Stratfield Say, in Hampihi re , there was a 
priory of Benedictine monks, belonging to the abbey of Vallemont, in Norman-
dy, which, upon the fuppreifion of the alien priories, was granted to Eton 
College. 

A t Bromhale, in or near Windfor Foreft , there was a fmall Benedi&ine nun-
nery, which had been founded before the firft year of k ing John, and dedicated to 
St. Margare t : this being deferred by the abbefs and nuns, of which there were 
but two, was granted by the crown to St, John 's College, Cambridge, in which 
the property ftill continues, 

A t Farcndon there were a few» monks fettled, who were ft ibordinate to the 
convent of Beaulieu, in HampJhire. 

8 ^ . A t 
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A t Sandleford, or Newtoun, hear Newbury, there was a priory for canons of the 

order of St. Auftin. I t was founded by Jeffrey, earl of Perch, and Maud, his 
wife, about the end of the twelfth century, and dedicated to St. Mary, and St. 
John the Baptift. In the year 1480, this little monaftery was totally forfaken 
°y t i i e m o n k s i upon which it was annexed to the collegiate church of Windfor. 

A I a ? l a
S r e ° a l l e d H a m m e > P e r h a p s the fame that is now called Hams , in the 

panih ot Wantage, there was a monaftery of Black nuns, dedicated to St. Mary 
Magdalen, as early as the time of king John. 

, AJ; Brimpton, probably near Reading, there feems to have been a houfe of 
the Knights-hofpitallers of St. John of Jerufalem, about the time of Henry the 
Third . 1 

A t Shotteibrook there was a chantry or college, confifting of a warden, five 
priefts, and two clerks, founded in the year 1337, by Sir William Truffell of 
Cublefden, knight , to the honour of St. John the Baptif t : the clear annual value 
was 33 1. 18 s. 8 d. 

A t Hungerford there was an hofpital, dedicated to St. John the Baptift, fo 
early as Edward I. 

In the caftle of Windfor there was an old free chapel, dedicated to Kino-
Edward the ConfeiTor, in which Henry the Firf t placed eight fecular priefts, who 
feem never to have been incorporated or endowed, but to have been maintained 
by penfions paid out of the king's exchequer. In the beginning of the reign of 
Edward the Second, there was a royal chapel in the park for thirteen chaplains 
and four clerks, who had yearly falaries out of the manors of Langley and Sip-
penham, in Buckinghamfhire : thefe chaplains and clerks were removed by kino-
Edward the Third, in the fourth year of his reign, out of the park into the 
caftle j and he foon after added four more chaplains and two clerks to them. In 
the twenty eighth year of his reign he refounded this chapel, and eftablifhed it as a 
collegiate church to the honour of the Virgin Mary, St. George, and St. Ed-
ward, the king and ConfeiTor. This eftabliihrnent confiited of a cuftos, (fince cal-
led a dean) twelve great canons or prebendaries, thirteen vicars or minor ca-
nons, four clerks, fix chorifters, twenty fix poor knights , and other officers. Their 
yearly revenues were rated at 1602]. 2 s. i d . Th i s free chapel was particu-
larly excepted out of the a& for fuppreffing colleges, and ftill fubfifts in a flouriih-
ing ftate. 

There was alio at Windfor an hofpital for lepers, dedicated to St. Peter, in the 
time of Henry the Thi rd 5 which was afterwards given to Eton College. 

A t Dunington there was a houfe of Friars, of the order of the Holy Trinity, 
founded by Sir Richard Abberbury, who built the caftle in the fixteenth year 
of Richard the Second. I t was valued at 19 1. 13 s. i o d . per annum. A t this, 
place there is now an hofpital, called God's Houfe, for a mafter and twelve poor 
men, who have each 61. 13 s. 4 d. per annum-, and every feventh year, when the 
leafe is renewed, almoft double*. This alfo was ere&ed and endowed by Sir Richard 
Abberbury, 

A t 
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A t Fvfield or Fif hyde, probably from its ancient admeafurement Fif-hyde, there 

was an hofpital, dedicated to St. John the Baptift founded by the executors of 
John Golafre, before the twentieth of Henry the Sixth. 

M E M B E R S of P A R L I A M E N T for this C O U N T Y . 

This county fends nine members to parliament: two knights of the ihire for 
the county; two burgeifes for New Windfor 5 two for Reading two for "Walling-
ford, and one for Abingdon. 

B U C K -
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• B U C K I N G H A M S H I R E , 
N A M E . 

TH I S county is fuppofed to have been called Buckinghamshire, either f rom 
Bocap, a Saxon word, Signifying Beech Trees, with which it abounded, or 

f rom Buc, which is the fame with our Buck i for the woods of this county abound-
ed alfo with Deer. 

B O U N D A R I E S , S I T U A T I O N and E X T E N T . 

. Buckinghamshire is bounded by the Thames , which divides it f rom Berkiliire, 
on the fouth, by Oxfordshire on the weft, by Northamptonshire on the north, 
and by Bedfordiliire, Hertfordihire, and Middlefex on the eaft. It extends about 
39 miles f rom north to fouth, and from eaft to weft about 18. I t is about 138 
miles in c i rcumference, and the center of it is about 33 miles north north^weft 
f rom London, 

H I Y E R S , 
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R I V E R S , 

T h e rivers of this county, except the Thames, which bounds it on the fouth* 
are inconfiderable : the eaftern fide is watered by the Coin, the north by the Ouf& 
or If a, and feveral namelefs rills glide through the other parts o f the county. 

s T h e fouth-eaft part of the country lies high, and confiils o f a ridge of hills, 
called the Chiltern, probably from Cylt or Chilt, a Saxon name for chalk : the nor-
thern part is diitinguiihed by the name of the Vale. 

A I R and S O I L . 

On the Chiltern Hills the air is extremely healthful, and in the vale it is bet-
ter than in the low grounds of other counties. The foil of the Chiltern is iloney,. 
yet it produces good crops of wheat and barley r in many places it is covered 
with thick woods, among which there are ilill great quantities of beech. In the 
vale, which is extremely fertile, the foil is marie or chalk ;, fome part of it is con-
verted into tillage, but much more is ufed for grazing: the gentlemen who have 
eftates in this county, find grazing fo lucrative, that they generally keep their 
eftates in their owm hands; and the lands that are let fetch more rent than any 
other in the kingdom. One iingle meadow, called Beryiield, in the manor of 
Quarendon, not far from Aylibury, was let many years ago for 8001. per annum > 
and has been iince let for much more. 

M A N U F A C T U R E S . . 

T h e chief manufactures of Buckinghamjjiire are bone lace and paper. 

C I V I L and E C C L E S I A S T I C A L D I V I S I O N S . 

This county is divided into eight hundreds, and contains fourteen market towns, 
I t lies in the province of Canterbury and dioceie of Lincoln, and contains 18 £ 
pariihes. 

M A R K E T T O W N S . 

The market towns are Ameriham, Aylibury, Beaconsfield, Chelham, Coin» 
brook, Ivingo, Great Marlow, Newportpagnel, Oulney, Monk's Riiborough* 
Stoney Stratford, Wendover, Wiccomb, and Winilow. 

A M E R S H A M , anciently Agmondefham, is nine and twenty miles diflant from 
London . It is an ancient borough, not incorporated, and is governed by bur~ 
geifes,^ It is fituated in a valley between two woody hills, near the river Coin -
it confiils of two Sheets, a long one and a Short one, which crofs each other at 
f igh t •angles in the middle, In the area where thefe ftreets interled each other 
ftan^ the church, which is the beft re&ory in the county. In this town there is 
3 f t™ School founded by queen Elizabeth, and a guild or market-houle, built by 
S f William Drake, knight, who was nephew and heir to Sir William Drake 
baronet: Sir William bought the borough of king Charles the Second ; and'the 
Drakes therefore ares among others2 hereditary members of the houfe of commons. 

This 
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This town-houfe is a brick ftructure, raifed on pillars and arches, and has on the 
top a lanthorn and clock. 

AYLSBURY, or ALESBURY, the beil town in the county, is diftant from 
London 44 miles : it is a corporation, confifting of a bailiff, ten aldermen, and 
ten capital burgeffes. It ftands on a rifing ground, at the eaft end of a rich 
valley, called Aylfbury Vale, which extends aknoft from Tame, on the edge of 
Oxfordshire, to Leighton, in the county of Bedford. It confifts of feveral ftreets, 
which lie round the market-place. In the middle of the market-place, which is 
a large handfome fquare, ftands the town-hall, under which is the prifon. From 
this place there is a caufey which extends three miles toward London, and was 
raifed at the expence of Baldwin, the chief juftice, who alfo ere£ted the town-
houfe, and fome other buildings. T h e church of Aylfbury is faid to be the 
oldeft in this part of the iiland. 

BEACONSFIELD is twenty three miles from London: it ftands in the Oxford 
road, and has many good inns. 

BUCKINGHAM is diftant from London about 60 miles : it is a corporation, go-
verned by a bailiff and burgeffes, and is ftill confidered as the county town, tho* 
Sir John Baldwin, who was chief juftice of the common pleas in the time of Henry 
the Eighth, having purchafed the manor of Aylfbury, found it his intereft to 
remove the aiiizes thither, where they are ftill frequently held in the winter, tho' 
the fummer aflizes have fince been reftored to Buckingham by aft of parliament. 
T h e town ftands low, and is furrounded on all fides, except the north, by the 
Oufe, over which it has three ftone bridges. In the north part there is a town 
hall, not ill built; and in the weft a church, which is a very large edifice, but 
its fpire, which was one of the talleft in the kingdom, was blown down in the 
year 1698, and has never been rebuilt. T h e county gaol is alfo in this town, 
and Several buildings, called wool halls, which are now falling to decay : for though 
Buckingham was once a Staple for wool, yet that trade is now utterly loft. There 
is a free fchool, and many paper mills in the neighbourhood, on the banks of the 
Oufe. In the year 1725, many of the old buildings in this town were deftroyed 
by a fire which burnt out 138 families, and did near 33,000 pounds damage. 

C H E SHAM is 29 miles from London : it ftands on the border of Hertfordshire, 
and has a free fchool. 

C O L N B R O O K , or C O L E B R O O K , 1 8 miles from London, ftands on four channels 
of the river Coin, over each of which it has a bridge : it is in the road from Lon-
don to Bath,, and has therefore feveral confiderable inns, by which it principally 
fubfifts : it has alSo a charity fchool. 

I V I N G O is 55 miles from London ; it ftands in a nook between Bedfordshire 
and Hertfordshire, and is Surrounded with woods. 

G R E A T M A R L O W , So called from the marly foil in which it ftands, is a 
borough by ancient prescription : it is fituated under the Chikern Hills, and is 
diftant 31 miles from London. It has a bridge over the Thames not far from 
its conflux with the river, which is fuppofed to give name to Wiccomb. it has 

V O L . L F a 



b u c k i n g h a m s h i r e . 

a handfome church and town hall, with a charity fchool for twenty boys. A 
confiderable quantity of bone lace is made here; and in the neighbourhood there 
are feveral mills for corn and paper, befides one for making thimbles, and another 
for preffing oil from the feeds of rape and flax. 

N E W P O R T P A G N E L derives its name from its ancient lord, Fulk Paganel. It 
ftands on the fouth fide of the Oufe, and is diftant from London 54 miles. It is 
only a market town, yet is larger than many corporations and boroughs: it is 
well built and populous, and has two ftone bridges over the Oufe. It has a church, 
but no other public building is mentioned in any account of it yet extant. It is 
a kind of ftaple for bone lace, of which, it is faid, more is made in this town and 
in the neighbouring villages, than in any other part of the kingdom. 

O U L N E Y , 54 miles from London, is remarkable only for its church, which has 
a very fine fpire, and there is but one other fteeple with a fpire in the county. 

M O N K ' S R I S B O R O U G H , thirty three miles from London, is remarkable only 
for fome antiquities, which will be mentioned in their proper place. 

S T O N E Y S T R A T F O R D : this town is fuppoied to derive its name from the 
Honey ftreet that runs through it, and the ford where travellers ufed formerly to 
pais the Oufe. It is diftant from London in the road to Chefter 53 miles. _ The 
town is rather large, and the houfes in general are built of free ftone, which is 
dug from a quarry very near the town.' The Oufe is now croifed by a ftone 
bridge at the ford, and fometimes fvvells fo high, that it breaks into the neigh-
bouring fields with great violence, efpecially on that fide next the town, the bank 
on the other fide being fomething higher. This town has two parifh churches, 
but no other town in the county has more than one 1 it has alfo two chapels and a 
fmall charity fchool. In May, 1743, 150 houfes were totally deftroyed by fire. 
The chief manufa&ure of this town is bone lace. 

W E N D O V E R , 39 miles from London, is an ancient borough by prefcrip-
tion. Its fituation is low and miry, but the hills on each fide are pleaiant. it is 
a poor place, in which there is nothing worthy of notice but a charity fchool for 
twenty children. 

WiccGMB, fometimes called Chipping Wickham, and fometimes High Wick-
ham, is fuppofed to derive its name from a fmall ftream which glides through the 
low grounds near this place into the Thames. The town ftands juft on the turn-
ing of this ftream, and the Saxons called the winding of the fea or a river, which 
formed a bay, pic : the fame word alfo fignifies a caftle, and in both thefe fenfes 
makes part of the name of many places in England: comb is an old word for a 
low place or valley. 

Wiccomb is diftant from London, in the road to Oxford, 32: miles.. IT is a. 
corporation, and is governed by a mayor, recorder, twelve aldermen, a town 
clerk, two bailiffs, and a common council. 

It is fituated between two pleafant hills, fnaded with wood, and, except Alef-
bury, is the belt built and moil wealthy town in the county. T h e market is 
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fo corifiderable, that the toll was let by leafe for 130 1. a year. It is divided in-
to four wards, though it confifts of only two ilreets. The church is a large itruc-
ture, with a fteeple not ill built j aud the town has a free grammar fchool and 
two alms-houfes. 

W I N S L O W , 45 miles from London, is a fmall town, Surrounded with woods, 
which has neither building or manufacture worth notice. 

A t Eaton, which Hands on the borders of Berkshire, and is joined to Windfor Eaton Co! 
by a wooden bridge over the Thames, there is a college of royal foundation, for ieSe* 
the maintenance of a provoit and feven fellows, two fchoolmailers, two conduits, 
one organiit, feven clerks, ten choriiters, and other officers, and for the initruc-
tion of feventy poor grammar fcholars, who are nominated by the King, and are 
therefore called king's fcholars; thefe fcholars, when they are properly qualified, 
are eleCted on the firit Tuefday in Auguit, to King's College, in the univerfity of 
Cambridge, where, after they have been ftudents three years, they claim a fel- ' 
lowihip : but as there is not always a vacancy at Cambridge, the fcholars remain at 
Eaton till vacancies happen ; and thefe vacancies they fill up according to feniority. 

The fchool is divided into two parts, the upper and the lower, and each of 
thefe is fub-divided into three claffes. Into the lower fchool children are admit-
ted very young, but none enter the upper fchool till they can make Latin verfes, 
and have fome knowledge of Greek. Befides the 70 fcholars on the foundation, 
there are feldom lefs than 300 for whofe education the mailers are paid, and who 
board at the mailers houfes. The mailer of each fchool therefore has four af-
fiflants or uShers. The building has large cloy iters like the religious houfes 
abroad, and the chapel is a noble pile, though the architecture is Gothic. 

T h e prefent fchool-room is a modern building ; and the other parts of the col-
lege have been repaired and beautified at great expence. There is a library for 
the life of the fchool, which was greatly encreafed by two other collections ; one 
bequeathed by Dr. Waddington, a bifhop of Chefter, valued at 20001. and the 
other by the late lord chief juitice Reeves, to whom it had been given by 
the will of Richard Topham, efq-, who had been keeper of the records in the 
Tower of London. 

The gardens of this college are very extenfive and pleafant; and the revenue 
is about 5000 1. a year. 

C U R I O S I T I E S and remarkable P A R T I C U L A R S . 

A t Taplow, near Clifden, a feat of Frederick the late Prince of Wales* RemarkaU 
about five miles diilant from Windfor, there was difcovered not many years cave, 
ago, a round cave 19 feet high, and about 10, feet wide. It is in the fide of 
a chalky hill, near the bottom, and is adjoining to the Thames : the top h an 
arch, and the whole is evidently artificial, though the time and occafion of this 
work is not known. 

It has been thought it range that the Chi! tern Hills, though they are covered CJiiltem 
with Hones as if by a Shower, ihould yet be fruitful; and that if thefe ilones are 

F 2 gathered 
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3 gathered in a heap and carried off, the land will in a ihort time be covered with 

them again. 

Aylibury Aylibury Yale is remarkable for its iheep, which are.the largeft in the 

Vale. kingdom. 

An earth- This county was ihaken by an earthquake on the 20th of January, 1665, 
quake. about fix o'clock in the evening; it was attended with an unufual noife in the 

air, but did no damage. 

Lady And in this county was bora the lady Temple, wife of Sir Thomas Temple, 
Teiple. and grandmother to the late lord Cobham, whofe gardens at Stowe, near Buck-

ingham, may well be confidered as the principal curiofity in this county. It is, 
remarkable of lady Temple, that though ihe had by her huiband only four fons 
and five daughters, yet ihe lived to fee them encreafed to no lefs than feven hun-
dred perfons. 

Remarkable The lordihip of Farnham, called Farnham Royal, near Clifden, was formerly 
ten ¡ires. i i e ld by the Furnivals, on condition that they ihould fit the k ing s right hand 

with a glove, and fupport his left arm while he held the fcepter. Aylibury, 
which was alfo a royal manor in the time of the Conqueror, was granted by him 
to feveral of his favourites, upon condition that they ihould find flraw ror his bed 
and fweet herbs for his chamber, whenever he came that way and that they 
ihould thrice in the winter provide him three eels, and thrice in the fummer, three 
green geefe, if he ihould come fo often into this country. 

C I V I L A N T I Q ^ U I T I E S . 

Ancient inha- Buckinghamfnire was anciently inhabited by the C a t ^ i c h k m , of whom fome 
bitants. account has been given among the antiquities of Bedrordlhire. 

Antiquities of Buckingham was fortified by Edward the Elder, about the year 915 with a rampire 
Buckingham, and turrets on both fides the bank, againft the incurfions of the Danes. Yet it 

feems to have been an inconfiderable place at the C o n q u e f t f o r it ap-
pears by Doomfday-book, that in the time of Edward the Confeifor, it paid 
but for one hide of land, and had only twenty-fix burgeifes. In the middle o f 
the town, on a very high mount, there was anciently a caftle; but by whom 
or when it was built, does not appear. The mount is ftill vifible, but of the 
caftle fcarce the ruins are to be found. In the church of this town was difcover-
ed the coffin of St. Rumbald, who had formerly a ihrine there. St. Rumbald,. 
in the popiih legend of his life, is faid to have been the fon of a Britiih king, by a. 
Chriftian princefs -s to have been born at King's Sutton, a little village near this 
town to have lived only three days, bu t during that time to have profeffed him-
felf a Chriftian and to have bequeathed his body to Sutton, the place of his birth,, 
for one year, to Brackley, in Northamptonihire, for two. years, and then to this, 
town for ever. After thefe prodigies, he was at liis own requeit baptifed, and imme-
diately expired. It is faid, that "this bleffed and wonderful faint was the patron 
of fiiliermen, and that his feaft is ftill annually obferved at Folkfton in Kent. 
This part of Buckinghamfhire is thought to have been, the feat of a&ion, when 
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the Romans, commanded by Aulus Plautius, made their fecond expedition in-
to Britain under the emperor Claudius. 

A t Wiccomb there was probably a Roman ftation, for in the year 1724, a Roman anti-
Roman pavement was difcovered by fome workmen, who were digging in a neigh- <lU!tie£-
bouring meadow belonging to lord Shelbourn. It was about nine feet fquare* 
and confided of ftones of various colours, wrought with exquifite art; but the 
biggeft was not broader than the fquare of a die. 

A t Bury hill, now contracted to Brill, about feven miles diitant from Aylibu-
ry, many Roman coins have been dug up, which, fays Camden, witnefs it to 
have been an ancient burgh. This place is fuppofed to have been facked and 
deftroyed by the Danes, and to have been afterwards a royal villa belonging to 
Edward the Confeifor. 

Stoney Stratford itands on the Roman way, called Wading Street, and is Stoney Strafe» 
fuppofed by Camden, to have been the Ladodorum of Antoninus, not only be- ford> 
caufe it itands on a Roman way, but becaufe the name Lactodorum, if derived 
from the ancient Britifh language, has the fame fignification with Stoney Stratford, 
for Leach fignifies Stones, and Ri and Ryd a Ford; others have fuppofed it might 
be called Ladodorum by the Gauls, who came over hither from the old town in 
Gaul, called Ladorafe v Caefar having obferved, that they gave the fame names 
to the towns in which they fettled here, as thofe had which they left behind 
them. Some have fuppofed the Ladodorum to be at Towceiter. A t this place 
was one of the croffes which Edward the Firit ereded to the memory of Elea-
nor his wife ; but it is now totally deftroyed. 

Colnbrook is fuppofed by Camden to be the Pontes of the ancients, though 
fome have placed it at old Windfor, and others at Reading ; his reafon is the ex-
a d diftance on both fides from Wallingford and London, and the four bridges; 
over the Coin. 

Near Monk's Rifborough there are two places which feem to be of great anti-
quity, 

Ellefoorough and Kymbel : at Elleiborough, on a round mount near the church, 
there is an ancient fortification, called Bellinus's Caftle ; and the inhabitants 
have a tradition, that king Belinus refided there and above this place there is 
another hill that ftili retains the name of Belinefbury Hill. Kymbel is fup-
pofed to derive its name from Cunobel.ine, one of the Britiih kings, for die 
name in ancient records is written Cunebel. Near this place are many trenches 
and fortifications, which confirm the opinion that this county was the fcene of 
action, when the Britons oppofed the Romans in their fecond expedition under 
Aulus Plautius, when Cataratacus and Togodumnus, the two fons of king Cu-
nobeline, were flam. 

Not far from Monk's Rifborough, there is a high fteep chalky hill, on the A Saxon mo-

fouth-weft fide of which there is the figure of a crofs, which is there called White- nument. 
leaf Crofs, from Whiteleaf, the hamlet in which it ftands. It is formed by tren-
ches cut into the chalk about two feet deep, in the fame manner as the hone on 

W h i t e -
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Whitchorfe Hill, in Berkihire, and like that is fuppofed to be a trophy of the 
Saxons. The perpendicular line is about one hundred feet long, and the tranf-
verfe line about feventy. The breadth of the perpendicular line at bottom is 
about fifty feet, but it grows gradually narrower, and at the top is not more than 
twenty. The breadth of the tranfverfe line is about twelve feet, and the whole 
is fupported on a triangle, intended to reprefent the flight of fteps gradually de-
creafing, on which it was ufual at that time to erect croifes in the public ways : 
fuch croifes and fteps being alio reprefented on fome of the coins of the northern 
nations, and in fubfcriptions to charters granted in the early ages of chriftiani-
ty, by our Saxon anceftors. 

Prince's Rif- Near Monk's Riiborough, is Prince's Rifborough, where on the top of a hill 
borough. there are the traces of a camp ; and the way that goes by it is now called A c k -

nel-way, which is manifeftly a corruption of Icknild-way *. A t the foot of the 
hill a coin of the emperor Vefpafian was found; and it is faid that thirteen 
counties may be feen from the top of it. 

Bolbec Caftle. Near Winilow, in the manor of Credenden, or Crendon, there are the ruins 
of a caftle, which was built by Hugh de Bolebec, heir to Walter Giffard, the 
fecond earl of Buckingham, about the middle of the twelfth century. 

;. E C C L E S I A S T I C A L A N T I Q ^ U I T I E S. 
J. 1 . . . . . , ' ' . : - . .' :; 

Monk's Riiborough having been given to the monaftery of Chrift-church, 
Canterbury, about the year 991, by Aefchwyn, biihop of Dorchefter, it is faid there 
was a cell to that priory at this place. 

A t Crawley, or Crowley, near Newport Pagnel, there was a monaftery before 
the time of Edward the Confeifor, which is mentioned in Doomfday-book, and 
continued till fome time after the Conqueft. 

A t Tickford, near Newportpagnel, there was a cell of Cluniac monks, dedi-
cated to the Bleifed Virgin, which was fubordinate to the abbey called Marmon-
llier, at Tours, in France, to which this priory was given by Fulk Painel, or 
Paignel, in the reign of William Rufus. This, among other alien priories, was 
feized by,, king Edward the Third, during his war with France ; and when it was 
again reftored to the church by Henry the Fourth, it was made fubjeft to the 
priory of the Holy Trinity at York,. 

In the feventeenth year of -Henry the Eighth it was diiiblved, and with fe-
ver al other fmall monafteries, granted to Cardinal Wolfey to be fettled on one of 
the colleges which he was about to build at Oxford and Ipfwich. The value 
was then 126 1. 17s. per annum. When the Cardinal fell into difgrace, it was 
granted to the ufe of King's College, Oxford, but was afterwards relumed, and 
ibid by James the Firft to one Atkins, a doctor of phylick. 

A t Newton-Longvi l le , faid to be near W a t e r Eaton, there was ah alien priory 
of Cluniac monks, belonging to the abbey of St. Fai th , at L-ongville, in Nor -

* See the account of Bunflable, iu Bedford (hire. 

maridy, 
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mandy, to which it was given by Walter Giffard, the fecond earl of Bucking-
bam, in the time of Henry the Firit. This cell was feized by the king during 
the French war, and in the nineteenth year of Henry the Sixth, was granted to 
New College, Oxford, in which the property ftill continues. 

A t Miifenden, near Amerfham, an abbey for Black canons was built by Sir 
Thomas Miifenden, knight, in the year .1133, and dedicated to the Bleffed Vir-
gin. I t was valued at the diilblution at 2611. 14 s. 6 d. per annum. 

A t Aylibury there was an ancient hofpital, dedicated to St. John, faid to 
have been founded by feveral inhabitants of the town, in the time of Henry the 
Firit. In the twenty-fourth of Edward the Third, the building was in ruins, 
and the endowment, valued only at five nobles, or 11. 13 s. 4d. a-year, had 
been feized by fome lay perfons. 

There was alfo another hofpital in this town, for lepers, called St. Leonards,, 
faid to have been built and endowed with twenty Shillings per annum, by the 
inhabitants, about the fame time as that of St. John, with which it feems to 
have been afterwards ruined. 

It is faid that there was a nunnery of Maturines where the parfonage now 
ftands and that there was alfo a houfe of Grey, or Francifcan friars,, at the 
fouth end of the town, founded by James earl of Ormond, in the tenth year of 
Richard the Second, valued at 3I. 2 s. per annum. 

A t Afcot, in the parifh of Wenge, near Winilow, there was a cell of Bene-
di&ine monks, belonging to the monaitery of St. Nicholas, at Anglers, in. 
France, to which the church and other lands had been given by the emprefs 
Maud. It fuffered the fate of other alien houfes, and was afterwards granted to 
the monaitery of St. Alban's, as part of which it came into lay hands at the dif-
folution. 

T h e village of Bittlefden, or Bidlefdon, not far from Buckingham, was given 
by a Steward to Robert earl of Leiccfter, whole name was Ernald de Bofco, to 
the Ciitertian monks of Gerondon, who founded an abbey here in the year 
1147. It was dedicated to St. Mary and St. Nicholas ; and at the diilblution. 
was valued at 125 1. 4 s. 3 d. per annum., 

A t Ivingo a Benedictine nunnery was founded by Henry de Blois, biihop o f 
Wincheiter, about the year 1160, to the honour of St. Margaret and St. Ni-
cholas. A t the dissolution there were nine nuns in this place, yet the revenue 
was no more than 141. 3 s. i d . per annum. 

In the manor of Crendon, near Winilow, there was an abbey, or priory, for 
regular canons of the order of St. Auguitine, called Nodtele, or Nuttley. I t 
was built and endowed by Walter Giffard, the fecond earl of Buckingham, and 
Ermengard his wife, in the year 1162. It was dedicated to the Virgin Mary,, 
and St. John the Baptift; and at the diifolution the fociety cenfifted of eighteen 
monks, whole revenue was 437 k 6 s. 8 cL per annum. 
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A,t Ankerwvke, not far from Eaton-College, a nunnery was built in the time 
of Henry the Second, by Sir Gilbert de Montfichct, knight and Richard his 
fon for religious of the order of St. Benedift. There were five nuns in this 
place at the diffolution j and their revenue was 321. os, 2d. per annum. 

A t Bradwell about two miles from Stoney Stratford, a priory 'of Black monks 
was founded in the time of king Stephen, by Manefelmus or Meinfelin, baron 
of Wolverton It was dedicated to St. Mary, and was at firft a cell to Luffield ; 
it was one of the fmall monafteries granted to Wolfey; and at the diffolution it 
was valued at 53 1. 11 s. 2 d. per annum. 

A t Ludo-arihall, or Litherihal, on the weftern border of this county, there 
was an alien priory or hofpital, fubordinate to the great hofpital of Santmgfield, 
near Whitfand, in Picardy, to which three hides of land had been granted for 
that purpofe, by king Henry the Second. This was afterwards given to King s 

College, Cambridge. 

Dugdale, in his Monafticon, and Tanner, in his Notitia, mention a _ parifh in 
this county, called Lavinden, but where it was fituated does not appear in either ; 
nor could the name be found in any lift of towns, villages, or parifhes, that was 
confulted on the occafion. W e are however told, that at this Lavinden, there 
was an abbey of the Premonftratenfian order, built and endowed by John de 
Bidun, in the time of Henry the Second, to the honour of St. Mary, and St. 
John the Baptift. The yearly income at the diffolution was 791. 13 s* 8 d. 

A t Medmenham, or Mednam, near Great Marlow, there was a fmall abbey 
of the Ciftertian monks, from Woburn, in Bedfordihire. It was fettled about 
the year 1204, and dedicated to the Virgin Mary. A t the diffolution it was va-
lued at 201. 6s. 2d. a year. 

A t Little Marlow, near Mednam, there was a nunnery, faid to have been firft 
founded by Geffrey, lord Spenfar, before the time of king John. It was of 
the Beeecl¿tine order ; dedicated to the BleffedVirgin, and valued at 23 1. 3 s. yd. 
per annum. 

A t Hogfhaw, a few miles fouth-weft of Window, there was a preceptory, 
commandry, or hofpital, belonging to the knights of St. John of Jerufalem, 
as ancient as the year 1180. 

A t Snellfhall, near Whaddon Church, a few miles north of Win flow, there was 
a fmall convent of Black monks, dedicated to St. Leonard, built by Ralph Mar-
tel, before the tenth year of Edward the Third. Some arches of this building 
ftill remain, and fuppor t the north fide of a farm-houfe. The four bells that 
were in a turret of the old building, were removed to the church of Bradwell; 
on the largeft of which is infcribed, Vox Augufiini fonet in aure Dei. The yearly 
value of this priory at the refignation was 18 1. i s . 11 d. 

A t Wiccomb, there was an hofpital for lepers, founded before the thirteenth 
of H e n r y the Third, and dedicated to St. Margaret and St. Giles. There was 
alio before the twentieth of Henry the Third, an hofpital for a mailer, brothers, 
and fillers, dedicated to St, John the Baptift, which is ftill in being, for four 

poor 
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poor perfons, under the government of the mayor, aldermen, and bailiffs. One 
of thefe hofpitals was valued at the diifolution at ;1 . 15 s. 3 d . clear per annum. 

A t Newport there were two hofpitals. One founded before the year 12,10, 

fofpital t Q M a r g a r e t : t h e 0 t h e r f o u n d e d t h e 7** 1240, called the new 

A } i h i s P 1 ^ 6 5 h e i ? , w a s a l f o an hofpital founded about the ninth year o f E d -
ward the Firit, by John de Somery. It was dedicated to St. John the Baptift, 
and St Jonn the Evangekft, and was valued at 61. 6s. 8d. per annum. This 
noipital was refounded by queen Anne, the confort of James the Firit, for three 
poor men and three poor women above fifty years of age. It is now sailed the 
Queen s Hofpital ; and the vicar of Newport, for the time being, is maiter. 

A t Stoney Stratford there was alfo an hofpital before the year 1240. It is fup~ 
pofea to have been dedicated to- St.. John, and to have flood upon the caufey 
leading: to the bridge, ^ 

A t Chitwood, or Chctwood, not far from Buckingham, in the road to O x -
ford, there was a priory of the order of St. Augufdne, founded by Sir Ralph de 
Norwich, in the year 1244, to the honour of St. Mary and St. Nicholas. T h e 
fite of this pnory , and the e j a t e belonging to it, came into the poffeffion of the 

, a i i d c o n v e i l t ° f Nntt ley 5 and the conventual church of Chetwood became 

N^ttle^ abbey, C r e ^ ^ " ^ p k C C a G C Ü o f a two, from. 

A t Ravenfton, or Raunfton, near Oulney, king Henry the Third, about the 
thirty-nintii. year of his reign, built and endowed a fmall monaftery of Black ca-
nons, wuich he dedicated to the Bleffed Virgin. This monaftery was among 

g i Y e n t 0 v V o l % tQward the endowment of his colleges ; and was valued in 
one account, at 57. L 15 s.. and in another, at 661. 13 s. 4 d . per annum, 

A t Burnham, which lies on the borders of the county, near the Thames, im 
the road to Bath, and about two miles diftant from Maidenhead, in Berkfnire, 
there was a nunnery of the order of St. Auftin, confifting of an abbeis, and feven 
or eight nuns. It was founded by Richard, king of the Romans, in the year 
1165, and dedicated to- the Bleifed Virgin. Ir was valued at the diftblution at 
51 i. 2 s. 4 0». per annum. 

A t Afire ridge, or Efferug, on the border of the county, next Hertfordlhire, 
not far from Berkhamftead, there was a college for a reftor and twenty brethren 
or canons, called Bonhommes. It was founded in the year 1243, by Edmund, 

S ^ S f T T ' T n r t 0 R S h a r d ' k i n g ° f t h e Romans, in honour of the precious 
blood of the holy Jefus. T h e annual value at the fuppreffion, w a s 4 i 6 1 . 16s. 4 d . 

inf i f^K d " i n g h a n J J 6 " 6 T a s a n o l d h o f P i t a l > confifting of a maiter and feveral. 
infirm brethren,, dedicated to St..Laurence. 

£ 7 h w 0 l ! ? g r e a t „ E a t 0 I V a 3 M " T h e Kynges College of our L a d y by E t o n * .be-
V O L I rC> W a S ' f 0 U n d e d HING H e n r y the. Sixth, in the nineteenth year 
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C A M B R I D G E S H I R E . 

N A M E . 

T H I S county Is called C A M B R I D G E S H I R E , from its principal town Cam-
bridge. which evidently derives its name from its Bridge over the river 

Cam. 

B O U N D A R I E S , S I T U A T I O N and E X T E N T . 

Cambridgefhire is bounded on the weft by Huntingdonihire and Bedfordfhirea 

on the fouth by Hertfordshire and EiTex, on the north by Lincolnfhire, and on 
the eaft by Norfolk and Suffolk. It extends about 40 miles from north to fouth, 
and from eaft to weft about 25 and the center of the county is about 54 miles 
nearly north from London. 

R I V E R S . 

The principal river of this county is the Oufe, or l ie, which, running f rom 
weft to eaft, divides it into two parts. The little river Cam7 runs through the 

G 2 .middle 
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middle of the county, from fouth to north, and falls into the Oufe at Streatham-
mere, near Thetford, by Ely. The Oufe derives its name from Ifis *. The 
Cam is fuppofed to have been fo called from its winding courfe, the Britiih word 
Cam, fignifying crooked; fo a river in Cornwall, that is remarkable for its irregu-
larity, is called the Camel. 

And befides thefe rivers, there are many channels and drains for almoit all the 
water from the middle of England, except what is difcharged by the Thames 
and the Trent, falls into part of this county. They have been called the Gleane, 
the Welland, the Neane, the Grant, the Mildenhall, the Brandon, and the 
Stoake, befides the water called Moreton's Leam, which is now navigable from 
Peterborough to Wiibich. 

A I R and S O I L . 

A confiderable trad of land in this county is dift inguiihed by the name of the 
Xile of E l y : it confiits of fenny ground, divided by innumerable channels and 
drains, and is part of a very ipacious level, containing 300,000 acres of land, 
and extending from this county into Norfo lk , Suffolk, Huntingdonihire, North-
amptonihire, and Lincolnfhire. The lile of Ely is the northern divifion of the 
county, and extends fouthward almoit as far as Cambridge. The whole level, 
of which this is part, is bounded on one fide by the fea, and on the others by 
uplands, which taken together, form a kind of rude femicircle, refembling a 
horfe ihoe. 

This level is generally fuppofed to have been overflowed in fome violent con-
vulfion of nature : a preternatural fwelling of the fea, or an earthquake, which 
left the country flooded with a lake of freih water, has frequently happened in 
other places. It is certain that the fens in Cambridgeihire were once very different 
from what they are now. William Somerfet, who was a monk of the abbey 
of Malmfbury, in Wiltfhire, and was therefore called Wil l iam of Maimfbury, an 
hiftorian of great credit, who wrote in the twelfth century, fays, that in his time 
this country was a terreilrial paradife. He describes it as a plain that was level 
and fmooth as water, covered with perpetual verdure, and adorned with a great 
variety of tall, fmooth, taper, and f rui t ful t rees: here, fays he, is an orchard 
bending with apples, and there is a field covered with vines, either creeping 
upon the ground, or fupported by poles. In this place art alfo feems to vie with 
nature, each being impatient to beftow what the other withholds. The build-
ings are beautiful beyond defcription and there is not an inch of ground that is 
not cultivated to the higheft degree. It muf t however be remarked, that Wil-
liam of Malmfbury, who was himfelf a reclufe in another part of the iiland, is 
here describing the country about Thorny Abbey, which was the dwelling of other 
folitary devotees like himfelf. He therefore defcribed a place which it is pro-
bable he never faw, and which his zeal might induce him to mention in the moil 
advantageous terms. It muit alfo be obferved, that he defcribes the country as 
a level, and mentions marjhes and fens, though he fays the marfhes were covered 
with wood, and the fens afforded the moil liable and folid foundation for the 
jpuildings that \yere erected upon them,» 

# See Bedfordihire. 

It 
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It muft alio be remarked, that the celebrated Abbo Floriacehfis, an hiftorian 

of the year 970, near two hundred years before William of Malmibury, in a de-
fcription of the kingdom of the Eaft Angles, in which this county lies, fays that 
it is incompaifed on the north with large wet fens, which begin almoft in the heart 
of the iiland; and the ground being a perfeft level for more than an hundred 
miles, the water of thefe fens defcends in great rivers to the fea. He adds, that 
thefe large fens make a prodigious number of lakes, which are two or three 
miles over, and by forming a variety of iilands, accommodate great numbers of 
monks with their defired folitude and retirement. 

That the flat country might eafily be overflowed to a great extent, merely by 
an accidental obftrudtion of the rivers through which the water of the fens was 
carried off, is very evident, and thatfuch an inundation a&ually happened, there 
is indubitable evidence, yet more authentic than that of any hiftory; for tim-
ber trees of feveral kinds have been found rooted in firm earth, below the flime 
and mud that lie immediately under the water. In other places a perfed; foil 
has been found at the depth of eight feet, with fwaithes of grafs lying upon it 
as they were firft mowed. Brick and ftone, and other materials for building, have 
alio been found at a confiderable depth, by the workmen who were employed in 
digging drains for the water: and in fetting a iluice, there was found, fixteen 
feet below the furface, a compleat fmith's forge, with all the tools belonging to 
it. And when the channel at Wiibich was repaired and improved, in the year 
1635, there was found eight feet below the bottom, a ftratum of firm ground, 
which had once been the bed of the river, as appeared by many large ftones and 
old boats which were lying upon it, and had been buried in the flime. 

But whatever was the condition of this country and its inhabitants before the 
inundation, it was extremely bad afterwards the waters ftagnating, for want of 
proper channels to run off, became putrid, and filled the air with noxious exhal-
ations ; the inhabitants of the neighbouring towns could have no communication 
with each other by land, and a communication by water was in many places dif-
ficult, and in others impradticable; for though the water covered the ground to 
a confiderable height, yet it was fo choaked with mud and fedge, and reeds, 
that a boat could not every where make way through it : and in winter, when 
the furface was fo frozen as to prevent all navigation, and yet not hard enough 
to bear hories, the inhabitants of many iilands among thefe fens, were in dan-
ger of periihing for want of food. 

T o remedy thefe evils, many applications were made to the government for 
cutting rivers and drains, which was many times attempted but without fuccefs. 

In the reign of Charles the Firft, Francis Ruflel, who was then earl of Bed-
ford, agreed with the inhabitants of the feveral drowned countries to drain the 
whole level, in confideration of a grant of ninety-five tnoufand acres of the land 
that he fhould drain, to his own ufe. The earl admitted feveral other perfons 
to be fharers with him in this undertaking, and they proceeded in the work till 
one hundred thoufand pounds had been expended j but the ground was ftill un-
der water. It was then undertaken by the king, who engaged to compleat the 
work for 69,000 -acres more, and proceeded on the attempt till the civil war 
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broke out, which firft put an end to his projeds, and then to his life. During 
the civil war the work flood ftill; but in the year 1649, William, earl of Bed-
ford, and the other adventurers, who had been affociated with Francis, refum-
ed the undertaking upon their original contrail for 95,000 acres ; and after having 
expended 300,000!. more, the work was compleated. But the expence being 
much more than the value of the 95,000 acres, many of the adventurers were 
ruined by the project, and the fandion of the legiilature was flill neceffary to con-
firm the agreement, and inveit the contractors with fuch rights and powers as 
would enable them to fecure fuch advantages as they had obtained. King Charles 
the Second therefore upon application, recommended it to his parliament, and 
in the fifteenth year of his reign, an ad was paffed, intitled A n ad for fettling the 
drains of the great level called (from the firft private undertaker) Bedford Level. 
By this ad the proprietors were incorporated by the name of the governor, 
bailiffs, and commonalty, of the company of the confervators of the great level 
of the Fens. The corporation confifts of one governor, fix bailiffs, and twenty 
confervators. The governor and one bailiff, or two bailiffs without the gover-
nor, and three confervators make a quorum, and are impowered to a d as com-
miffioners of fewers, to lay taxes on the 95,000 acres, to levy them with penal-
ties for non-payment, by fale of a fufficient part of the land on which the tax 
and penalty are due. But by this a d the whole 95,000 acres were not veiled in 
the corporation. The king referved 12,000 acres to himfelf, 10,000 of which he 
affigned to his brother, the duke of York, and two thoufand he gave to the 
earl of Portland. 

In the I fie of Ely the air is damp, foul, and unwholfome but in the fouth-
eafl parts of the county it is more pure and falubrious; the foil is alfo very differ-
ent : in the lile of Ely it is hollow and fpungy, yet affords excellent pafturage: 
in the uplands to the fouth-eafl, the foil produces great plenty of bread corn, and 
barley. • The dry and barren parts have been greatly improved by fowing the 
grafs called faint foiny holy grafs, from its having been firft brought into Europe 
from Paleftine. 

N A T U R A L P R O D U C T I O N S and M A N U F A C T U R E S . 

The principal commodities of Cambridgefhire are corn, malt, cattle, butter.» 
faifron, colefeed, hemp, fifh, and wild-fowl. The wild-fowl are taken in duckoys% 

places convenient for catching them, into which they are led by tame ducks that 
are trained for that purpofe and in the lile of Ely there is fuch plenty of thefe 
birds, that 3000 couple are faid to be fent to London every week; and there is 
one duckoy near Ely, which lets for five hundred pounds a-year. T h e princi-
pal manufadures of this county are paper and wicker ware. 

C I V I L and E C C L E S I A S T I C A L D I V I S I O N S . 

Cambridgefhire is divided into feventeen hundreds, and contains one city and 
eight market towns, one of which, Cambridge, is a borough and univerfity. It 
lies in the province of Canterbury and diocefe of Ely, except a fmall part which 
is in the diocefe of Norwich > and contains 163 parifhes* 

.1 C I T Y 
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C I T Y and M A R K E T T O W N S . 

T h e city is E l y ; and the market towns are Cambridge, Caxton, Lynton, 
Merih, Newmarket, Royfton, Soham, and Wiibich. 

T h e city of ELY is fituated in that part of the county called the ifle of Ely , which 
is fuppofed to derive its name either from Eel, a fifh, with which the waters of 
the fenny country abounded, from EA0\ a marfh, or from belig, the Britiili 
word for willows, or fallows, which grow in great plenty in this place, where 
fcarce any other tree is now to be found. 

E l y is 69 miles diftant from London. It is governed by the biihop, who has 
not only the ecclefiaftical, but civil jurifdi&ion ; and though a city, it is not re-
prefented in parliament two particulars in which it differs from every other 
city in the kingdom. 

T h e fovereignty of Ely was fettled upon the biihop by Henry the Firii, who 
alfo made Cambridgeihire his dioceie, which before was part of the diocefe of 
Lincoln: from this time the biihop appointed a judge to determine all cauies,. 
whether civil or criminal, that ihould arife within his ifle, till the time of Henry 

. the Eighth, who took this privilege away. 

It Hands on a rifing ground, yet being in the midft of fenny lands, and fur-
rounded with water, it is deemed an unhealthy place. It is very ancient, but is 
neither beautiful nor populous. T h e principal ftreet, which is on the eaft fide of 
the town, is full of fprings ; and at the diftance of almoft every hundred yards 

- there are wells, which, though they are bricked up about two feet high, yet ge-
nerally overflow, and form a ftream from one to the other, which is continually 
trickling down the hill T h e principal buildings are the cathedral and the epif-
copal palace. 

T h e church is four hundred feet long, and has a tower at the weft end abotat 
two hundred feet high: it has alfo a ftately cupola, which is feen at a great dif-
tance, and has a fine effect, though it feems to totter with every blaft of wind. 
It has a free fchool for the maintenance and education of 42 boys j and two cha-
rity fchools, one for 40 boys, and the other for 20 girls, which are fupported 

. by voluntary fubfcription. A l l the environs of the city are gardeners grounds, 
which produce fuch abundance, that the country as far' as Cambridge is.fupplied 
from thence j and greens and garden-fluff are fent even to St. Ives, in Hunt-

• ingdonihire. ' ' ~ 

• C A M B R I D G E , the county town, is fituated on the river Cam, which divides it into 
two parts that are again joined by a ftone bridge. It is diftant 52 miles from 
London, and is governed by a mayor, high fteward, recorder, thirteen alder-
men, a common council of twenty-four, a town clerk, and other officers. 

T h e fituation of this place is low-, and as the adjacent foil is fomewhat mo.ift, 
the air is too grofs to be healthful in the higheft degree. T h e town is dirty and 
ill built, but it has fourteen pariih churches. . In the market-place there is a 
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publick conduit, which was built by Hobfon the carrier, who in James the 
Firft's time acquired a great eftate. A new building, called the ihire-houie, was 
lately ere&ed contiguous to the old town hall, at the expence of the county. 
And there are in this town two charity fchools, in which 300 children are taught, 
and fifty cloathed/ Thefe fchools are fupported by a fubfcription of 230 1. ptr 
annum, an eftate of 301. a-year, which was left them for ever by Mr. William 
Wortes i and by the money given at the facrament in fome of the college chapels, 
which has been appropriated to that purpofe. 

The univerfity of Cambridge eonfifts of fixteen colleges, four of which are dif-
tinguifhed by the name of halls, though the privileges of both are in. every re-
ined equal. It is a corporation, confifting of about 1,500 perfons, and is g o -
verned by a chancellor, a high fteward, two prodors, and two taxers. Al l thefe 
officers are chofen by the univerfity. The chancellor is always a peer of the 
realm, and generally continues in his office for life,, by the tacit confent of the 
univerfity, though a new choice may be made every three years. A s the chaa-
cellor is a perfon of fo high rank, it is not expeded or intended, that he ihould 
execute the office but he has not the power of appointing his fubftitute : a vice: 
chancellor is chofen annually, on the third of November, by the univerfity ; he is 
always the head of fome college, the heads of the colleges returning two of their, 
body, of which the univerfity eleds one,. The high fteward is chofen by the fe-
nate, and holds his place by patent from the univerfity. T h e prodors arid 
taxers are alfo chofen every year, from the feveral colleges and halls by turns. 

T h e publick fchools, of which there is one for every college, are in a build-
ing of brick and rough ftone, ereded on- the four fides, of a quadrangular court. 
Every college has alio its particular library, in. which, .except that of King's College, 
the fcholars are not obliged to ftudy, as in the libraries at Oxford, but may bor-
row the books, and ftudy in their chambers. Befides the particular, libraries of the 
feveral colleges, there is the univerfity library, which contains the collections of 
the archbifhops, Parker, Grindal, and, Pancroft; and of Dr. Thomas Moore, 
biihop of Ely, confifting of 30,000 volumes, which was purcbafed for 7000 L 
and prefented to the univerfity by. his late majefty king George the Firft, in the, 
year 1715. 

Each college has alfo its particular- chapel, where the mailers, fellows, and 
fcholars meet every morning and evening, for the publick worfhip of God, though 
on Sundays and holidays, when, there is a. fermon, they attend at St, Mary's; 
church. 

The names of the colleges are Peter-Houfe, Clare-Hall, Pembroke-Hall, Cor-
pus Chrifti, or Benedict College, Trinity-Hall, Gonvil and Caius College, King's. 
College, Queen's College^ Catharine-Hall, Jefus College, Chrift's College, St.. 
John's College, Magdalen College, Trinity College, Emanuel College,, and:Ski-
Bey SufTex College. 

I . P E T E R - H O U S E , is a large quadrangular building,, well contrived,,, and adorn-
ed with porticos, and has a mafter, 2.2 fellows^ and 42 fcholars. 

I I . C L A R E -
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I I . C L A R E - H A L L is one of the neateft and moil uniform ilructures in the uni-

veriity. It is a fquare of building three ftories high ; the materials are free-done, 
and the work is dor ick; it reaches quite to the banks of the Cam, and the court 
is entered by a lofty gate-houfe, adorned with two rows of pillars. There is 
another building contiguous to the college, the upper ftory of which is the li-
brary, and the lower the chapel. T o this college belongs a meadow on the other 
fide of the river, which communicates with it by a bridge. I t has a mailer, 18 
fellows, and 63 fcholars. 

I I I . P E M B R O K E - H A L L has a mailer, 5 fellows, and 13 fcholars. In the 
building there is nothing worthy of note. 

IV. C O R P U S C H R I S T I , or B E N E D I C T C O L L E G E , is a long fquare of buildings, 
containing two courts, and two rows of lodgings. It has a chapel and library 
under the fame roof-, and maintains a mailer, 12 fellows, and 40 fcholars. 

V . T R I N I T Y - H A L L is but an irregular building, yet it has convenient lodg-
ings for the mailer and fellows, and pleafant gardens, inclofed by walls of brick ; 
and maintains 12 fellows, and 14 fcholars. 

VI. G O N V I L and C A J U S C O L L E G E has 26 fellows, and 74 fcholars. 

V I I . K I N G ' S C O L L E G E is an unfiniihed pile, the original plan of the build-
ing having been executed only in p a r t ; yet the chapel, though it was built by 
parts, at different and diilant times, is faid to be one of the fineil rooms in the 
world. It is 304 feet long, 73 broad, and 94 feet high on the out-iide; yet it 
is Supported merely by the fymmetry of its parts, having no pillar within to fuf-
tain the roof, which, as well as the fides, is of free-ilone. T h e choir is adorn-
ed with excellent carving, and the windows are very curiouily painted. This 
college maintains a mailer, 50 fellows, and 20 fcholars. 

VIII . Q U E E N ' S C O L L E G E is one of the pieafanteil in the univerfity ; it has the 
moil convenient lodgings, delightful gardens, orchards, and walks; and was the 
refidence of the celebrated Erafmus, of Rotterdam, who chofe this college for 
his lail retreat. It maintains a mailer, 19 fellows, and 44 fcholars. 

I X . C A T H A R I N E - H A L L maintains a mailer, 6 fellows, and 30 fcholars. 

. X , J E S U S C O L L E G E maintains a mailer, 16 fellows, and 31 fcholars. 

X L C H R I S T ' S C O L L E G E is adorned with a fine new bui ld ing; and main» 
fains a mafter, 15 fellows, and 50 fcholars. 

X I I . S T . J O H N ' S C O L L E G E is a large building confuting of three cour ts ; and 
has a mailer, 54 fellows, and 100 fcholars. 

X I I I . M A G D A L E N C O L L E G E Hands on that fide of the Cam which is oppo-
fite to all the ref t A new building was begun iome years ago to be added to 
this college, but it was never finiihed. I t maintains a mailer, 13 fellows, and 
30 fcholars. 

V O L . I . H XIV. T R I -
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X V I . S I D N E Y S U S S E X C O L L E G E has a mailer, 1 2 fellows, and 2 8 fcholars. 

upon the foundation. 

a Hate of perpetual fluftuation. 

The univerfity, by a fpecial grant, has the privilege of printing books of 

every kind at its own prefs. 

CAXTON, 50 miles dillant from London, is a little town, in which there is 
nothing worthy of note. It was however the birth-place or William Caxton, the 
firft Printer in England, who died in the year i486. 

L Y N T O N , 4 6 miles from London, is a little obfcure town, near which it is 
faid a confiderable coal-mine was difcovered feme years ago. 

M E R S H or M A R C H , is in the I fie of Ely, 6 7 miles dillant from London, and 
has a church that belongs to the neighbouring pariih of Doddington. 

N E W M A R K E T , notwithstanding its name, is of confiderable antiquity; for in 
the time of Edward the Third, the bifhop of Carliile, who was afterwards fo 
troublefome to Henry the Fourth, was called Thomas of Newmarket. It is 60 
miles diftant f rom London , and confifts principally of one ilreet, which is long 
and well bui l t ; the fouth fide of it only is in this county; the north fide is in 
Suffolk. T h e air of this place is very healthy ; and the heath which furrounds 
the town is remarkable for the fineft courfe in England, where there are horfe-
races in April and October every year. 

The re are two churches in Newmarke t ; one on the Cambridge fide, which is 
a chapel of eafe to Dit ton, a neighbouring pariili, and one on the Suffolk fide, 
which is parochial.. There are alfo two charity fchools, one for 20 boys, and the 
other for 20 <rirls v and on the heath there is a royal palace, which was built by 

kin: 
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k ing Charles the Second. T h e town was burn t in the year 1683, bu t was foon 
afterwards rebuilt by a brief. 

R O Y S TON is fuppofed to have derived its name f rom a lady named Royfia, 
whom fome have fuppofed to have been countefs of Norfolk , in the reign of 
k ing S tephen ; and others the wife of Pagan de Beauchamp, the third baron 
of Bedford *. This lady is faid to have erected a itone crofs on the way fide, 
near . the foot where Royiton now itands, which was therefore called Royfe's 
C r o f s ; a monaitery being fome t ime afterwards erefted near the crofs, feveral 
inns and houfes were alfo built , and at length became a town, which f rom Royfe's 
Crofs, was called Royfe's Town, of which Royiton is an almoit neceilary con-
traction. Some remains of the crofs are ftill to be feen near an inn, which itands 
at the meeting of the old and new poit road f rom London to Biglefwade. 

Royiton is diftant f rom London 3 8 miles j and fome part of it lies in H e r t -
fordshire. I t is a populous and well built town, and itands in a good air on a 
chalky foil. I t has a church, which formerly belonged to a convent, and con-
tains many curious monuments . I t was made parochial foon after the diffolu-
tion ; and five parifhes being then reduced into one, the rectory is of great value, 
and the incumbent is lord of the manor. A t this place there is a charity School, 
built and Supported by voluntary contribution. I t carries on a considerable trade 
in barley and malt. 

Son AM, 68 miles from London , is a little town on the eaft fide of the river 
Cam, and near a fen which lies in the road to Ely, and was once extremely dan-
gerous to pafs ; bu t a good caufeway is now made through it. I t has a charity 
fchool for near one hundred children. 

W I S B I C H is diftant f rom London 88 miles. I t is fituated among the fens 
and rivers in the lile of Ely, bu t is a well built and populous town, and has a 
good publick hall, and an epiicopal palace, - belonging to the biiliop of Ely. I t 
has a navigation by barges to London , which has made it a place of consider-
able trade. Its principal commodity is oats, of which more than 52,000 quar-
ters are annually lent up to the metropolis, beftdes one thouland tuns of oil, and 
8,000 firkins of butter. 

There is in the neighbourhood of Cambridge, on the eaft fide, a village called sturbrid 
Sturbridge, f rom the little brook Stour, or Sture, which runs by it, that is remark- fair, 

able for a fair, which was once the greateft temporary mart in the world ; and is 
now fo confiderable as to deferve particular notice. 

I t is held in a corn-field about half a mile Square, which is covered with booths 
that are built in regular rows, and divide the area into many ftreets, which are 
called Cheapfide, Cornhill, the Poultrey, and by the names of many other ftreets 
in London, "to diftinguifh them from each other. A m o n g thefe booths there are 
not only ware-houfes and ihops, for almoit every kind of commodity and manu-
facture, bu t corTee-houfes, taverns, eating-houfes, mufick-houies, buildings for 
the exhibition of drolls, puppet-ihows, legerdemain, wild beafts and ' moniters. 

* See in Bedfordifcire the civil and ecclefiaftical antiquities of Bedford. 

H 2 There 
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There is an area of about 100 yards fquare, called the Duddery, where the clo-
thiers unload, that is fcarce inferior to Blackwell Hal l ; and in this place woollen 
o-oods have been fold to the value of 100,0001. in a week ; and the manufactur-
ers of Norfolk, Suffolk, and Elfex, generally lay out fixty thoufand pounds in 
wool: the upholilerers and ironmongers wares amount to a prodigious fum; and 
hops to itill more, the price of which, all over the kingdom, is generally fettled 
at this fair; and large commiffions are negotiated for ail parts of the kingdom. 
This fair begins on the eighth of September, and continues a fortnight. T h e 
laft day is appropriated to the fale of horfes, and to horfe and foot races, for the 
diverfion of the company. 

The heavy goods from London are brought by fea to Lynn, in Norfolk, 
whence they are carried in barges up the Oufe to the Cam, and fo to the fair. The 
concourfe of people, whom bufinefs and idlenefs concur to bring to this place, 
is fo great, that not only Cambridge, but all the neighbouring towns and villa-
ges are full and the very barns and ilables are converted into drinking-rooms 
and lodgings, for the meaner fort of people. More than fifty hackney coaches 
from London are frequently found plying at this place ; and even wherries have 
been brought from the Thames in waggons, to row people up and down the 
Cam. But notwithstanding the multiplicity of bufinefs, and the concourfe of 
people, there is very feldom any confufion Gr diforder, by which either life or 
property is endangered; for a court of juftice is held here every day by the ma-
giilrates of Cambridge, who proceed in a fummary way, and with fuch iteadinefs 
and diligence, that the fair is in many refpeéts like a well ordered city. Near 
this place there is an excellent caufey, which reaches near four miles, and was 
begun by Dr. Hervey, mailer of Trinity-Hall, and finiihed by Will iam Wortes, 
Efq, of Cambridge. 

N A T U R A L C U R I O S I T I E S . 

Natural cari- The natural curiofities of this county are few. There are crows about Royilon 
©futes. which have feme white feathers about their breafcs and wings, and in this parti-

cular differ from all other crows in the kingdom. 

A t Fulmer, near the fouthern boundary of the county, there are quarries of 
free-ftone, which produce plenty of vitriol, 

A tragical The moil memorable event that appeal's in the hiftories of this county, except 
events thofe of a publick kind, happened at Barnwell, a little village near Cambridge, 

on the eighth of September, 1727. It happened that feme ft rollers had brought 
down a puppet-iliow, which was exhibited in a large thatched barn. Juil as the 
ihow was about to begin, an idle fellow attempted to thruil himfelf in without 
paying, which the people of the ihow prevented; and a quarrel enfued : after 
feme altercation the fellow went away, and the door being made fail, all was 
quiet but this execrable villain, to revenge the fuppofed incivility he had re-
ceived from the fhow-man, went to a heap of hay and ftraw, which flood clofe 
to the barn, and fecretly fet it on fire. The fpeclators of the ihow, who were in 
the midft of their entertainment, were foon alarmed by the flames which had 
communicated themfelves to the barn : in the fudden terror which inflan ti y feiz-
ed the whole affembly, every one ruined to the door^ but it happened unfortun-

ately 
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ately that the door opened inwards, and the crowd that was behind, ft ill u rg ing 
on thofe that were before, they prelfed fo violently againft it that it could not be 
opened ; and being too well fecured to give way, the whole company, confiding 
of more than 120 perfons, were kep t confined in the building till the roof fell 
i n ; this accident covered them with fire and fmoke, fome were fuifocated in the 
fmoldering thatch, and others were confumed alive in the flames : fix only efcap-
ed with l i f e ; the reft, among whom were feveral young ladies of fortune, and 
many little boys and girls, were reduced to one undiftinguiihable heap of mangled 
bones and fleih, the bodies being half confumed, and totally disfigured. T h e 
Surviving friends of the dead not knowing which were the relick that they fought , 
a large hole was dug in the church-yard, and all were promifcuoufly interred to-
gether. As it is not eafy to conceive any circumftances of greater diftrefs and 
horror than thofe which attended this cataftrophe, neither is it eafy to conceive 
more aggravated wickednefs than concurred in the perpetration of it. 

T h e favour which was refuted, was fuch as the wretch had neither pretence 
to afk, nor reafon to expe£t. T h e barn which he fired did not belong to the man 
that, had offended him, and the people that were in it were admitted only upon 
terms with which he refufed to comply he had therefore no provocation either 
to envy or malice, yet he was guilty of a crime which only a diabolical excefs 
of both could commit. I t might reafonabfy have been fuppofed, that indig-
nation would have prompted the fir ft relators of this event to have expreffed 
fome iatisfaction in the punifhment of the criminal, or fome regret at his efcape, 
and that this particular would, f rom the fame emotion, have been conftantly 
preferved with the ftory yet it is totally omitted in all the accounts f rom which 
this is compiled, which are no lefs than five, and they do not all appear to have 
been transcribed from one original. 

A N T I Q U I T I E S . -

Cambridgeshire is one of the counties that was anciently inhabited by the Ice- Ancient 
niy who by fome are fuppofed to have derived their name f rom the Britifh word kitants* 
Ike-«, a wedge, the country which they inhabited having a kind of wedge-like 
figure. Others, with apparently more reafon, derive the name Iceni f rom the Ife, 
now called the Oufe, which runs through this part of the itland. It has been com-
mon for the people of all countries to diftinguifh themfelves by the name of the river 
near which they firft fettled : thus in Afia the Indians were named from the river 
Indus-, in Greece, the Masonians from the Masonia; in Scythia, the Alani f r o m 
the Alanus in Germany, the Alfatians from Alfa ; in France, the Sequani f rom 
the Sequana; and in England, the Lancastrians f rom the Lan , or L o n y and 
the Northumbrians from the H u m b e r . T h e change of lie into Ice, was very na-
tural and eafy, becaufe the Britons inftead of the Greek <r, ufed cb, and wrote 
Ichen for 1W, Soch for <ru?, and Bueh for 

U n d e r what divifion Cambridgefnire and the other counties inhabited by t h e 
Iceni fell, when Britain became a Roman province, is not certainly k n o w n ; b u t 
it is generally believed to have been Flavia GeSarienfis, though the Notit ia o f 
the Wef te rn Empire places the Tribantes 'and Simeni, or Iceni, in the Britannia 
Secunda. W h e n the Saxons fettled their Heptarchy, the Iceni were included m 
the k ingdom of the Eaft Angles» 
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The inhabitants of the fenny part of the county of Cambridge, now called the 
Til/nf Flv and of the reft of the great level in Huntingtonihire, Northampton-
m ^ l S ^ t r . , in die time. of the Saxons dift ingr^ed by the 
name of Girvii, or Fen-Men; and notwithftanding William of Malmibury s 
defcription of Thorney Abbey, the country was then in fuch a condition, that 
thefe Girvii ufed to walk aloft on a kind of ftilts to keep them out o f the water 
and flime There is a kind of happy prejudice which has fuch a remote kindred 
to virtue, as bigotry has to religion, by which men are induced to confider their 
own country, whatever are its difadvantages, as the beft m the World; and it 
would not have been ftrange, if thefe walkers on ftilts, who breathed the noxious 
vapor of ftagnant waters inftead of air, had regarded thofe who walked upon the 
«•round in an happier fituation with an air of contempt efpecially as the fruitful-
nefs of the country, when the rivers were not obftruded, made them rich; but 
Camden lays that they were a rugged uncivilized race, who if they did not repine 
at their fituation, W e d that of their neighbours, whom they called Upland 
Men, not however as a name of honour, but diftm&ion. 

A n n u i t i e s of In the city of Ely there are no remains of profane or fecular antiquity, except 
E l y I d its a very high round mount on the fouth fide ot the church. It is now the fite of 
neighbour- a windmill; but when, or for what purpofe it was thrown up, is not known. 
llOOd. 

A t Sutton, a little village in the neighbourhood of Ely, feveral pieces of anti-
quity were difcovered by feme peafants, who were ploughing, in the year 1694. 
The plough-ihare firft brought up a thin plate of lead, with feveral fmall ancient 
coins and one of the labourers thrufting his hand into the earth, which was 
lio-ht and mooriih, found three thin plates of filver, of a circular fhape, two of 
which were locked together by a fmall rivet that paffed through their centers. 
One of thefe plates, which is represented by a cut in Gibfon's Camden, appears 
to have been about fix inches diameter, and has a Dano-Saxon mfcnption round 
it, of which the three firft words are fuppofed to be magical terms, and the reft 
have been thus tranilated : 

O Lord, Lord, him always defend, who carrieth me about with him : grant 
him whatever he defires. 

On the other fide of the plate there are many knots and figures, which concur 
with the infcription to prove that the whole was intended for a charm. With 
thefe plates there were alio found fome rings of gold, fuppofed to have been the 
treafure of fome noble perfon who fled into this fenny country for faiety. 

Gran fe l ler a N e a r Cambridge is Grantcefter, or Grantchef ter , an obfcure village, which 
Roman town. Bede, an ecclefiaftical hiftorian of the year 700 , fays was in his time a little de-

folate city. In fome ancient manufcr ip ts* , one of which was written before the 
year 520, it is called Cairgrant ; Cair, in the old Celtic tongue, iigniiies a city,, 
lb that Grantcefter muf t have been a place of great antiquity. I t is thought to 
have been the Cambori tum of the Romans , which the Saxons, retaining part of 
the old name, called G j a a n r e b j u g e and G j i o n r - c e p r e j i . Camboritum is fuppofed 

* Gil das Albanius's Britiih Hiilory, and Nennius's Latin ftory of Britain, bo.h in the Univerfity li-

brary of Cambridge. 1 
to 
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to be formed of Cam, crooked, the name of the river on which the place frauds, 
and rytb, or ryd, a ford the word therefore might Signify either a ford over 
Cam, or a crooked ford. The name Groncefter has been derived from Ejion, 
a fenny place, by fome who have obferved that fome fenny, grounds in Somerfet-
fhire were called Gramas Paludojijfimas, which is a mixture of Saxon and Latin ; 
and that there is a city in Wei l Frieiland, lying alio among fens, which is 
called Groningen. Bede relates that jui t by the walls of Grantceiler, there was 
found a little trough or coffin of white marble, delicately wrought, with a lid of 
the fame fcone exactly fitted to it. 

Cambridge is fuppofed to have rifen out of the ancient Camboritum, or Grant- Antiquities of 
ceiter, from one of which names it is thought originally to have derived that Cambridge, 

which it bears at. prefent. This place was a fortified town in the time of the 
Saxons; and being afterwards feized by the Danes, they kept a garrifon there 
till the year 921, when they were driven out by Edward the Elder. Towards the 
end of the eleventh, century, William the Conqueror built a caftle here, which is 
faid to have been a large, ltrong, and ilately building ; fome traces of it are Hill 
to be feen, and the gate, which remains intire, is now the county gaol. In the 
fucceeding reign of William Rufus , the town was burnt by Roger de Montgo-
mery, to revenge a fuppofed injury he had received from the k ing ; but Henry 
the Firit, the fucceifor of Rufus , rebuilt it, and made it a corporation. During 
the civil contentions, called the barons wars, which happened in the twelfth cen-
tury, it was often ravaged by outlaws, who took refuge in the Ifle of Ely ; but king 
Henry the Third , about the year 1219, fecured it again it thefe incurfions, by a 
deep trench, which in Camden's time was called the King's Di tch ; but houfes 
having been fince built on both fides of it, the name was at length forgotten. 

There is alfo an artificial mount of confiderable height, fiat on the top, but 
iteep on the fides, and Surrounded by a deep ditch. In the reign of Richard the 
Second, near the end of the fourteenth century, during the infurrection of W a t 
Tyler and Jack Straw, a rebellious rabble entered this town and burnt the re-
cords of the univerfity in the market-place. T h e round church in this town is 
thought to have been a .Synagogue of the Jews, who having, been invited hither 
by the Conqueror and his fuccefior, fettled here, and were very numerous for 
many generations, and inhabited all that part of the town which is now called the 
Jewry. 

Of the antiquities of the univerfity of Cambridge, there are many accounts T h e UmYer-

manifeilly fabulous, and many mpre of doubtful authority. 

There is an hiilory of the origin and antiquities of the univerfity of Cambridge 
by Nicholas Cantalupe, who is faid to have been a Carmelite friar of Northamp-
ton, and to have died at that place on the twenty feventh of September, 1441. 
T h e account given by Cantalupe, who has always been considered as a fabulous 
writer, is in fubilance as follows : 

In the year of the world 4321, being 375 years before the Clinician /Era, 
Gurgunt , the fon of Belin, who was then king of Britain, failed with a fleet to 
Denmark, the Danes having refufed the tribute which they had paid to his fa-
ther. 

W h e n 
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W h e n he had reduced the Danes to fubjeciion, he embarked again for Eng-
land, and as he was returning by the I lies of the Orcades, he difcovered thirty 
iliips full of men and women. Upon enquiring who they were, he learned that 
they were the relations and friends of Partholaym and Canteber, two brothers, 
the Sovereigns of Cantabra, in Spain, who had been expelled their country by 
their people. When Partholaym and Canteber difcovered Gurgunt to be king of 
Britain, they apologized for being found fo near his coaft, by alluring him that 
they had been driven about upon the ocean without knowing whither they went 
near a year and a half, and earneftly intreated him to allot them fome fmall part 
of Britain for an habitation. Gurgunt, taking pity on their diftrefs, fent Partho-
laym with his fleet of fugitives, to fettle in Ireland, v/hich was then defolate, and 
brought Canteber with him to England, becaufe he underftood, that though a 
Spaniard, he had been educated at Athens, and was a great fcholar. How thefe 
Britons and Spaniards came fo readily to underfcand each other, does not ap-
pear ; however we are told that Canteber recommended himfelf fo much to Gur-
gunt, that Gurgunt gave him his daughter Guenolena to wife, and with her the 
eaftern part of Britain, as a dowry. Canteber foon improved his new territory by 
planting arid building, and founded a large city, which the Britons called Caergrant, 
from his ion the earl of Grantin, but which in Latin was called the city of Cante, 
from Canteber, the founder, whence it came afterwards to be called Cante-
brigia. 

T o this place Canteber invited many aftronomers and philofophers from 
Athens, and appointed them ftipends. The univerfity of Cambridge being thus 
founded, continued to be a feminary of heathen learning till the time of pope 
Eleutherius, when two doctors were fent into England, who converted Lucius 
the king, and baptifed three thoufand of the philofophers of Cambridge in one 
day. 

In the year 529, king Arthur granted many privileges to Cambridge, by the 
name of the City of fcholars. 

Not long afterwards Cambridge was totally deftroyed, and both the fludents 
and citizens extirpated by the Pi&s and Saxons : but St. Auftin, who came in-
to England in 596, eftabliflied other learned men in this place, to whom Cad-
wald granted a new charter in the year 685. 

^ Cambridge was again wafted by Hubba, in 869, but was rebuilt, and its pri-
vileges reftored by Edward the Elder, the ion of Alfred, in the year 915. The 
feveral charters of Arthur, Cadwald, and Edward, are inferted by Cantalupe : but 
having thus far gratified the curiofity of the reader, his opinion rnuft be formed 
by himfelf. 

W e have no account of the univerfity of Cambridge generally allowed to be 
authentic, that goes farther back than the reign of Henry the' Firft, who fuc-
ceeded William Rufus, in A u g u f t 1100. About this time the monaftery of 
Crowland, or Croyland, in Lincolnihire, being confumed by fire, Joffred, or 
Geoffrey, the abbot, who was poffeiTed of the manor of Catenham, near Cam-
bridge, fent thither Giilebert, his profeifor of divinity, and three other monks. 

Thefe 
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Thefe monks, being well ikilled in philofophy and the fciences, went daily to 
Cambridge, where they hired a barn and read public le&ures : a number of 
fcholars were foon brought together, and in lefs than two years, they were fo 
multiplied, that there was not a houfe, barn, or church in the place large enough 
to hold them. Inns and halls were foon after built for the accommodation of 
the ftudents, with chambers, which exempted them from the high rents which 
the town's-men had taken occafion to exadt; the fcholars were then divided into 
different chiles. The boys and young men were aifigned to friar Odo, an ex-
cellent grammarian and fatyric poet, who read them lectures in Grammar early 
in the morning : at one o'clock Terricus, another of the monks, read Ariftotle's 
Logic to a fecond clafs 5 at three friar William read Tully's Rhetoric and Quin-
tilian's inftitutions to a third and Giflebert, the principal mailer, preached to 
the people on all Sundays and holidays. 

T h e fociety, ftill encreafing, was called an univerfity, before any college was 
founded for the fcholars, or any pecuniary encouragement given to the init ia-
tion, as appears by a record in the Tower, of the fifty fecond of Henry the Third, 
which was in the year 1268, where it is ftiled Unherfitatis Scolarium, though 
Robert of Remington fays, " Grantbridge was from a ftudy made an univerfity 
like Oxford, by the court of Rome, in the reign of Edward the Firft." But 
at whatever time it was firft confidered as an univerfity, it is certain that the firft 
college was founded in 1257, by Hugh Balfham, then prior of Ely, who en-
dowed it in 1284, the twelfth of Edward the Firft, when he was become bifhop 
of that diocefe, for a mailer, fourteen fellows, two ftudents in divinity, and eight 
poor fcholars, direfting the number to be either increafed or diminifhed, as the 
revenue fhould be improved or abated. 

This college was called St. Peter's Houfe, probably becaufe it was built near L St P e t e r -

the church of St. Peter, which about the year 1352 loft its name; for a beau- Houfe. r " 

tiful chancel being about that time added to it, and dedicated to St. Mary, the 
whole building was called St. Mary's, a name which it ftill retains. The col-
lege has alfo been fometimes called St. Mary's College, and the Hall of St. Mary 
of Grace. 

From this time other colleges were fucceffively erected and endowed, till the 
univerfity attained its prefent ftate of perfection. 

In the year 1 3 2 6 , the ninth of Edward the Second, Richard Badew, who was IF. Clare-

chancellor of the univerfity in 1338, purchafed fome houfes which he converted Hall, 
into a college, called Univerfity-Hall, in which he placed one principal, and ad-
mitted no fcholars but fuch as lived at their own expence. This building was 
about fixteen years afterwards burnt down, and in the year 1347, the twentieth 
of Edward the Third, twenty-one years after its foundation, was rebuilt by 
Elizabeth Burk, countefs of Clare, in Suffolk, who endowed it for the mainte-
nance of one mailer, ten fellows, and ten fcholars, and gave it the name of 
Clare-Hall. 

In the year 1343, the fixteenth of Edward the Th i rd , Mary de S. Paulo, the in. p«u- * 
third wife of Audomar, or Adomare de Valence, earl of Pembroke , founded a broke-Hail, 

college, fince called Pembroke-Hall; and in the year 1347, finiihed and endow-
V O L . I . I ed 



IV. Corpus 
Chrifli Col-
lege* 

Hall 

V I . Gonvil 
aa-d Cams 
College. 

c \ m b r x d g e s_ h i r e. 
et! it fo- the maintenance of a matter, and fuch a number of fellows and icho-

hirs as the mailer and fellows for the time being, ihould think belt proportion-

ed to the revenue. 

T h e countefs of Pembroke is faid to have been the fame day maid, wife, and 
widow ; the earl being unfortunately killed at a tilting on his wedding-day. She 
lived fi-xty years after this fatal accident, ftill preferving a tender remembrance of 
her lord, and devoting her whole life to ads of piety and munificence. She 
died in a good old age, and was buried in the abbey of Denny, which ihe had 
founded in this county, between the choir of the feculars and nuns, and a marble 
tomb was ere&ed over her grave. 

In the year 1344, the feventeenth of Edward the Third, the brethren of the 
m\d or fociety of Corpus Chrifli, and of St. Mary, began to build a college 
near the church of St. Benedid, which was by fome called Bennet's College, 
from its neighbourhood to the church; and by others Corpus Chriili College, 
from its founders. On the third of February 1353, they obtained a confirma-
tion of their college from the biihop of Ely, and in the fame year chofe Henry 
Plantagenet, duke of Lancaiter, c o m m o n l y called Henry of Monmouth, for their 
provoft; under the aufpices of fuch a patron, they obtained many advantages, 
and the number of fellows and fcholars, which was left to be determined by the 
value of the revenue, was wonderfully encreafed by fubfequent benefactions. 

In the year 1347, the twentieth of Edward the Third, William Bateman, biihop 
of Norwich, purchafed an hofpital which John Craudene, prior of Ely , had be-
fore bought and appointed for the reception of the monks of Ely, who ihould 
come to Cambridge to improve their learning. On the fite of this hoitel he 
founded a hall, which he dedicated to the holy and undivided Trinity, and in-
tended for the maintenance of a mailer, twenty fellows, and three fcholars, who 
v/ere all, except one divine, to iludy the canon and civil law. T h e biihop left 
only a mailer, three fellows, and three fcholars of his own foundation, when he 
died: but the revenues have been fince greatly augmented. 

Y I f „ King's 
College. 

In the year 1348, the foundation of a, college was laid in the place which is 
now the orchard and tennis court of St. Bennet's College,, by Edward Gonvilr 

who in the abfence of Bateman, the biihop of Norwich, the founder of Trinity 
College, was. appointed his vicar: this houfe being finiihed, Gonvil placed in 
it a warden, and four fellows, whom he maintained during his life y when he died,, 
he left a confiderable fum to biihop Bateman,, to improve and endow the col-
lege that he had founded. Bateman ere&ed a new building on the fpot where 
Gonvil and Caius College now Hands, which was then called Gonvil-Halk 
T o this building John Caius, of Norwich, doctor of phyfic, who had been ma-
ny years a celebrated reader of phyfic at Padua, in Italy, and was phyfician to 
queen Mary, added a new fabric in 1565, the feventh of Elizabeth, and en-
dowed it with lands of confiderable value ; from this time the building was cal-
led Gonvil and Caius College.. 

In the year 1441, king Henry the Sixth founded a houfe for one rector and 
twelve fcholars, which he dedicated to St. Nicholas. Near this building there 
was a little hoitel for Grammarians,, which had been built by William Bingham,, 

1 - and; 
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and two churches, St. Nicholas and St. Zachary. Bingham granted his founda" 
tion to the king, who having added to it the two churches, founded and endow-
ed a new college for a provoft, feventy fellows, ten priefts, fix clerks, and fix-
teen chorifters, and he called it the college of the bleifed Virgin Mary, and the 
glorious Confeifor St. Nicholas. This building was intended to be a regular qua-
drangle, but the king being interrupted by his contefts with the houfe of York , 
did not fully execute his plan. Edward his fucceffor, inftead of carrying on the 
deiign, re fumed feveral of the poifeifions of this foundation, and it is faid gave 
fome of them to the Oxonians, who were at his court. Henry the Seventh, in 
whom the two homes of York and Lancafter united, carried on the building j 
and his fucceffor, Henry the Eighth, brought it to its prefent ftate. 

In the year 1448, Margaret of Anjou, wife of Henry the Sixth, founded a vHI.Queen'« 
college near the monaftery of Carmelite friars, and endowed it with 200I. per an- College. 

num. She was however prevented from compleating it, by the confufion of the 
times, but in the year 1465, it was finifhed by Elizabeth, the wife of Edward 
the Fourth. It is faid that Elizabeth was induced to compleat what Margaret 
her profeifed enemy had begun, by the folicitations of Andrew Ducket, whom 
Margaret had appointed warden of her college, when it fhould be built. An-
drew^continued warden forty years, and obtained many confiderable benefadions 
from the duke of Clarence, the dutchefs of York , and Richard the Third, who, 
among other donations to this college, gave it the inheritance of John Vere earl of 
Oxford, whofe eftate he had feized for his adherence to the houfe of Lancafter, 
ao-ainft Edward the Fourth. But when Henry the Seventh, who v/as of the houfe 
of Lancafter, obtained the throne, he reftored the earl of Oxford's eftate to the 
family. This building was from the firft called Queen's College. 

In the year 1459, the thirty-feventh of Henry the Sixth, * Robert Woodlarke, JX. Gather-

doctor of divinity, rnafter of King's College, and chancellor of the univerfity, ine-Hali. 

founded a hall, which he dedicated to St. Catherine, and endowed it for a rnaf-
ter and three fellows. This building, with fome embellifhments and additions, 
is the college now called Catherine-Hall. 

In the year 1497, Dr. John Alcock, who was then bifhop of Ely, obtained x rcfus C o U 

the licence of Henry the Seventh, and pope Alexander the Sixth, to convert a j e g e -

deferted convent of Benedi&ine nuns into a college, for a mafter, fix fellows, and 
fix fcholars, which has been fince called Jefus College, though it was dedicated, 
by the founder, to the bleiled Virgin Mary, St. John the Evangelift, and St. 
Radegundis. This St. Radegundis is, by Parker, in his account of Cambridge, 
ftiled the Glorious Virgin yet he tells us that ihe was the wife of Lothair, the 
fon and fucceffor of Clouis," the firft Chriftian king of France. She is laid to 
have left her hufband about the year 460, and to have retired into a monaftery 
at Poi&iers, where ihe founded the abbey of the Holy Crois, in which her tomb 
is ftill to be feen. Dr. Alcock committed this college to the perpetual protec-
tion of the biihops of E l y ; and for this reafon the biihops of Ely, when they 

* Tanner in his Notitia obferves, that Parker, L e Neve , and many others, though they fix the found-
ing this college in ¡4.^9, yet fay, that it was by licence from Edward the Fourth, who did not -begin to 
reign till 1460; he therefore follows Fuller, who fays it was founded in 1474, . | 

I 2 came 
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came thither, are, in the regiiters o f Ely in the years 1556 and 1557, faid to have 
refided in their own houfe in Jefus College. 

King Henry the Sixth, when he removed the hoitel, which had been granted 
him by Bingham, to make room for the foundation of King's College, aifigned to 
the fcholars°of that hoitel, an houfe belonging to the monks of Tilfey and Dem 
ny, who came thither to itudy, and called it the College of the Houfe of God, 
the hoitel from which the fcholars were tranilated having been before called 
God's Houfe. T h e king intended to have endowed this place for fixty fcholars, 
but was prevented by the fame commotions which obliged him to leave King's 
College unfiniihed. 

In the year 1506, the lady Margaret, countefs of Richmond, mother to Henry 
the Seventh, endowed this houfe for the maintenance of a maiter, twelve 
fellows, and forty-feven fcholars, and dedicated it to our Saviour Chriit: it is 
faid that in the time of Edward the Sixth, when the reformation began to gain 
ground in England, the number of fellows in this college being twelve, and with 
the maiter making thirteen, was complained of favouring fuperitition, and al-
luding to Chriit and his twelve apoitles, and that the young king* to remove 
this occafion of offence, added a thirteenth fellowihip. 

X T j s In the year 151 J, the fecond of Henry the Eighth, the executors of the fame 
John's Col- lady Margaret, in purfuance of her will, obtained from the king a grant of the 
kge. fite and lands belonging to an old hofpital, founded in the time of Nigellus, 

biihop of Ely, dedicated to St. John the Evangelift, and ere&ed the college now 
called St. John's College, which the countefs had endowed for the maintenance 
of a provoit, fifty fellows, and fifty fcholars. 

XIII.St Mary I n the year 1 5 1 9 , the eleventh of Henry the Eighth, Edward Stafford, duke 
Magdalen's * of Buckingham, purchafed three houfes, in which the monks of feveral neigh-
College. bouring abbeys had been ufed to itudy, and converted them to the ufe of the 

univerfity by the name of Buckingham-Halh In the year 1542, the thirty-third 
of king Henry the Eighth, Thomas Baron Audley, of Walden, lord chancellor 
of England, took upon himfelf the patronage of this hall, and having endowed 
it with lands belonging to the priory of the Holy Trinity of London, he called 
it the College of St. Mary Magdalen. It has been remarked that the founder's 

, name is contained in the Word M-audley-n, which is the orthography of Magda-
len, according to the vulgar pronunciation. This college was confiderably en-
larged, and its revenue increafed, by Sir Chriftopher Wrey, who was feme time 
afterwards lord chief juftice of England. 

X I V Trinity In the year 1546, king Henry the Eighth converted three ancient Halls, cak 
College. led St. Michael's, King's, and Phifwick's Halls, into a ilately college, which he 

dedicated to the Holy Trinity, and endowed it for the maintenance of a provoit, 
fixty fellows, forty fcholars, and ten almoner orators, referving to. himfelf and 
his fucceifors, the right of appointing the warden. 

T h e college, or houfe of St. Michael the Archangel, was founded in 1224 bv 
Henry Stanton, canon of St,. Peter's at York» and chancellor of the exchequer to 

king 
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king Edward the Second. This place was in all refpeds a college, and the fel-
lows of it took their degrees in the publick fchools of this univerfity, as appears 
by the archives which are ftill extant. 

King's-Hall was compleated and endowed by Edward the Third, in the year 
1376, and the fiftieth year of his reign; and the fellows of this hall alfo took 
their degrees in the univerfity as fellows of a college. 

Phifwick-Hoftel, or Hall, was the dwelling-houfe of William Phyfwick, Efq; 
beadle of the univerfity, who in the year 1393, gave it to Gonvil-Hall, and 
converted it into a little college, to receive fuch fcholars belonging to Gonvil-
Hall as that houfe could not commodiouily contain. 

In the year 1584, the twenty-fixth of Elizabeth, Sir William Mildmay, who XV. Emanuel 
was chancellor and treafurer of the exchequer to that princefs, inftituted a col- College, 
lege where there had been formerly a convent of Dominicans, founded in the 
year 1280, and the fixth of Edward the Firft, by Alice, then countefs of Ox-
ford. This college he dedicated to Emanuel, and placed in it a mailer, three 
fellows, and four fcholars. 

In the year 1589, the thirty-firft of Elizabeth, the lady Frances Sidney, coun- XVJ. Sidney-
tefs of Suifex, left 5000 1. to build and endow a college for the maintenance of Suflex Col-
a mailer, ten fellows, and twenty fcholars, to be called Sidney-Suifex College. le2e* 

In purfuance of this will a college was foon after built by the countefs's exe-
cutors, upon the fpot where a monailery of Francifcans, commonly called Grey 
friars, had been built by king Edward the Firit 1 and though the fum which 
was bequeathed by the counteis, was not fufficient perfedly to fulfil her inten-
tion, the deficiency was fo far fupplied by the liberality of her executors, Henry 
Grey, earl of Kent, and John lord Harrington, that it immediately received a 
mailer, eight fellows, and twenty fcholars. 

Such is the hiilory of the firit foundation of the colleges of the univerfity of 
Cambridge, the prefent ilate of which has been before defcribed: all the inter-
mediate benefactions could not be added with propriety, becaufe this work will 
not in other refpeds admit fo minute a particularity. 

The Roman high way, called Ikenild Street, runs along the weft fide of the Roman Ways, 
fouthermofl part of this county, paffing by Huntington, through Caxton to Royf-
ton. But in the Ely book it is called Erming Street, as is fuppofed from Ermen, 
a name given by the Saxons to Mercury, whom they worfhipped as god of the 
high-ways. There is alfo a Roman way at Lynton, which runs into the Ikenild. 

A t Wifbich, a caille was erected by William the Firft, in the eleventh century» An ancient 
to overawe the outlaws of thefe fenny parts, who made frequent incurficns and caille. 

did much mifchief. In the year 1236, this caille, together with the town, was 
deitroyed by an inundation of the fea. Cardinal Morton, who was biihop of Ely 
in the beginning of the fixteenth century, rebuilt the caille of brick, which 
was ufed in the time of queen Elizabeth as a prifon for popiih priefls. 

Royfloii 
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linvfton a Royfton is fuppofed to have been a Roman town, becaufe many coins have 
t o L n town, been dug up near it. T h e Roman way called Ikenild Street, runs on the eaft 

fide of it, and upon almoft every eminence in the neighbourhood there is a bar-

row. 

Ancient A t Soham there are the ruins of a church which the Danes burnt with the in-
iuins- habitants, whom they forced into it before they fet it on fire. 

W c h r a l A t Merih, or March, when a road was making from thence to Wiibich 
and other re- the workmen found two urns in one of them there were bones and aihes, and 
mains of Ro. jn t h e o t h e r about three hundred pieces of filver com, no two pieces or which 
manantiqui. w e r e p e r f e a i y a l ik e , but all appeared by their dates to be more than two thou-

fand years old. 

A t Trumpinoton, diftant about one mile from Cambridge, there is a place 
called Dam Hilt, where great numbers of human bones have been found, and 
many urns, patera's, and other Roman antiquities. 

Burne CaiFe Near Shengay, not far from Royfton, on the north-weft, ftood a caftle called 
Burne Caftle, which was burnt during the barons wars, in die reign of Henry 
the Third, by one Ribald de Infula, fometimes called Ribald L* Iile. 

Roman A t Arbury, or Arborough, about a mile north of Cambridge, there are the re-
camps, coins, mains of a Roman camp in a figure inclining to a fquare, and of very confi-
&c* derable extent. In this camp there have been found many Roman corns, parti-

cularly one of filver, with the head of Rome on one fide, and Caitor and Pollux 
on horfeback on the other. Near this fpot is the place called Chefterton, probably 
from this camp or C ait rum, 

Over againft Arborough, to the fouth-eaftof Cambridge, and at a fmall diftance 
from it, are certain high hills, called by the ftudents of the univerfity Gog magog 
Hills: on the top of thefe hills there is an intrenchment of a rude circular figure, 
which is 246 paces in diameter: it is fortified with three rampires, having two 
ditches between them, as the manner then was ; and it is fuppofed that if it could 
have been fupplied with water, it would at that time have been impregnable. 

Some have imagined this camp to be Roman, as the Romans did not always 
rejedt a circular figure when the fituation made it more convenient than ano-
ther. Others think it was a fummer retreat of the Danes, who are known to 
have committed great barbarities in this country : and fome are of opinion that 
the work is Britiih, and was thrown up to check the Romans, who were en-
camped at Arborough, over againft it. Gervafe of Tilbury, an hiftorian of the 
thirteenth century, thinks it was a camp of the Vandals, when they deftroyed the 
Chriftians, and defolated great part of the country. He therefore gives it the 
name of Vandelbiria, which has been fince corrupted into TVandleJbury : Gervafe 
relates alfo, that this place was haunted by fome perturbed fpirit, which affumed 
the appearance of a man in compleat armour. Near this camp, from the brow 
of the hill fouthward, there runs a Roman way ; and in the year 1685, many 
Roman coins were found in an adjacent fpot. 

A t 
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A t Burwell, near Newmarket heath, there was anciently a caftle, of which Ancient forti-
fcarce any veftige is remaining. iications, 

A t Audre, formerly called Erith and Athered, not many miles fouth of Ely,, 
there is a rampire, very large, but not high, called Beliar's Hill , from one Beli-
iar, a perfon unknown. 

In this county there are feveral very wide, deep, and long ditches, which were Ditches, 
cut by the Eaft Angles, to keep out the Mercians. T h e firft, called Plems-
dyke, begins at Hinkefton, or Hinxton, not far to the fouth-weft of Lynton, 
and runs eaft ward, by Hilderfham, to Horfeheath, at the diftance of about five 
miles : the fecond, called Brent ditch, runs from Melbourne, on the north fide 
of Royfton, by Fulmer: the third, called Seven Mile-dyke, becaufe it is fieven 
miles from Newmarket, is fituated at the end of a caufeway three miles long^ 
which was thrown up by Henry Hervy, do£tor of laws, mailer of Trinity-Hall* 
leading from Stourbridge fair towards Newmarket. This dyke begins on the 
eaft fide of the river Cam, and runs in a ftraight line as far as Balfham. Five miles 
to the eaft, and one mile and an half diftant from Newmarket, is a fourth ditch* 
which being a ftupendous work, much fuperior to the reft, has obtained the name 
of Devil's dyke, the common people fuppofing it to be more adequate to the 
power of fpirits than men. It begins at Rech„ and running, many miles over 
Newmarket heath, it ends near Cowlidge. Some writers have thought that Se-
ven Mile-dyke and Devil's dyke, were the work of Canutus the Dane j but the 
Devil's dyke is mentioned by A b b o Floriacenfis, an hiftorian who died in the 
tenth century, and Canutus did not begin his reign till the beginning of the 
eleventh: they were called St. Edmund's Ditches in ancient times§ and were 
probably the work of St. Edmund, king of the Eaft Angles. 

E C C L E S I A S T I C A L . A N T I Q ^ U I T I E S. 

It is faid that St. Felix the Apoftle, and the firft biihop of the Eaft Angles» 
founded a monaftery, and placed the epifcopal fee, at Soham in this county, where 
a great church was alfo built by Luttingus, a noble Saxon. A monaftery of 
monks, fiourifhed here, and became famous under A b b o t Werefrid, but they 
were all deftroyed and the church laid in allies,, by the Danes under Inguar and 
Hubba^ about the year 870. 

There is a tradition that king Ethelbert founded a church, or monaftery, at .a 
place called Cradindene, about one mile from Ely, at the inftance of St. Auguf-
tine : but it is with good reafon rejected as fabulous. It is believed upon better 
authority, that a religious fociety was firft founded here about the year 673;, by 
Etheldreda,, one of the daughters of king Anna, who married Tombert, prince of this 
country,, and after his death became the wife of Egfrid, king of Northumberland. 
T h e church was dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and the fervice of God was per-
formed in it "both by monks and nuns, who lived together under the govern-
ment of an abbefs, as was the cuftom in thole early times. The royal foundrefs 
was herfelf the firft abbefs, and the fociety, which foon became famous, conti-
nued near 200 years, when the country was over-run, and all the religious houfes 
deftroyed by Hubba in 870. Some years after, a few of the monks, who had efcaped 
the maimcre, returned ; and having repaired fome part of the church and buiid-
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in^s, lived in them as fecular priefts, under the government of provofts, or arch-
priefts, for about one hundred years. In the year 970, Ethelwold, biihop of 
Winchefter, wholly rebuilt the monaftery with great magnificence and having 
amply endowed it," partly by his own donations, and partly by the munificence 
of king Edgar, he once more introduced an abbat and regular clergy. In 1108 
the fee of a new biihop rick, taken out of the diocefe of Lincoln, was eftabliihed 
here; the biihop was fubftituted in the place of the abbat, as governor of the 
monaftery, and the revenues were divided between him and the prior and monks. 
The ihare of the biihop was valued at the diifolution at 21341. 18 s. 6d. per 
annum and that of the convent at 10841. 6 s. 9 d. There were then in it a prior, 
and between thirty and forty Benedi&ine monks and upon their furrender, 
king Henry the Eighth placed here a deitn ahd eight fecular canons, or preben-
daries, with vicars, lay clerks,, chorifters, a fchoolmafter and uiher, and twenty-
four king's icholars, and endowed them with the fite and great part of the 
lands belonging to the priory. The old monaftery was dedicated to St. Peter, 
and St. Etheldreda, commonly called St. Audrey. It is faid that Ely, as a city, 
gradually rofe out of this monaftery, as the buildings and inhabitants increaf-
ed after the biihoprick was fettled there, and the depredations of the Danes 
had been repaired. 

There was alfo an old hofpital here, probably founded by fome of the biihops, 
and maintained out of the epifcopal revenue. This hofpital was one of two 
that were dedicated, one to St. John the Baptift, the other to St. Mary Magda-
len-, both were united by biihop Norwold about the year 1240, and managed 
by fome of the monks of the priory till 1458, when biihop Gray made one of his 
fecular chaplains mailer, or warden. It was valued at 251. 5 s. 3 d. per annum, 
and granted by queen Elizabeth to Clare-Hall. 

Saxulph, the firft abbat of Peterborough, is faid to have built a monaftery, or 
rather an hermitage, at Thorney, the place defcribed by William of Malmfbury 
as a terreftrial paradife, fo early as the time of St. Etheldreda. In the year 870, the 
houfe was deftroyed, and the prior and feveral anchorites were murdered by the 
Danes. In 972, Ethelwold, biihop of Winchefter, refounded it for Benediftine 
monks, and dedicated it to the Virgin Mary. A t the diifolution its revenue was 
valued at 4111 . 12 s. 6d. per annum. A t this place there was alfo an hofpital for 
poor perfons, under the government of the abbey. 

A t Horningfey, near Cambridge, there was a monaftery of fome note in the 
early Saxon times, which, after its deftruition by the Danes, was never rebuilt. 

A t Chatteris, near Garter's Bridge, in the fens, a nunnery of Benedi£lines was 
founded to the honour of the Bleifed Virgin, by Alfwen, wife of Ethelftan earl 
of the Eail Angles, and nurfe to king Edgar, about the year 980. A t the fup-
preffion it was endowed with 97 1. 3 s. 4d . per annum. 

A t Eltefley, now called Ellifley, or Eliley, near St. Neots, in the road from 
Cambridge, there was an old nunnery, which was deftroyed at the Conqueil. 

A t Swavefey, on the borders of Huntingtonihire, a little fouth-eaft of St. 
Ives, there was about the time of the Conqueil, a cell of Benedi&ines belonging 
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to the abbey of St. Sergius and Briocus, at Anglers, which was fold to the prio-
ry of St. Anne, near Coventry, by the French abbat, during our wars with 
France, by licence from Richard the Second. 

A t Barnwell, Pain Peverel, a famous foldier, who was ftandard bearer to Ro-
bert duke of Normandy in the holy wars, built a priory in honour of St. Giles 
and St. Andrew, for thirty canons of the order of St. Auguftine. At the diAb-
lution its revenue was 256 1. 11 s. r o d . per annum, 

At Anglefey, a priory of Black canons was founded by Henry the Firft, to the 
honour of the Bleifed " Virgin and St. Nicholas. A t the diffolution there- were 
eleven canons in i t ; and the annual revenue was 149 1. 18 s. 6 d. 

A t Shengay there was a preceptory of Knights Hofpitalers of St. John of Je~ 
rufalem, given to that order by Sibylla de Raines, daughter of Roger earl of 
Montgomery, in the year 1140 : it was worth, at the fuppreffion, 1711. 4 s- 6d . 
per annum. 

A t Cambridge there were many religious houfes both for monks and nuns. 
There was a Benedictine nunnery near Greencroft, fo early as 1130, which being 
afterwards forfaken, was converted into the college, now called Jefus College; 
the revenue of which, at the diffolution, was no more than 87 1. 18 s. 3 d. per 
annum. There was an old hofpital for a matter and brethren, founded in the time 
of Nigellus, who was biihop of Ely, in the reign of Henry the Second, to the 
honour of St. John the Evangel i i t ; the revenue of which, ju i t before the diffo-
lution, was valued at Sol . i s . 10 d. per annum. I t was diffolved by Henry the 
Seventh, for the irregularity of the members, and the fite was granted to the lady 
Margaret, countefs of Richmond, who made it the foundation of St. John's Col-
lege. There was alio a houfe of Mendicant Francifcan friars, commonly called 
Grey friars. Thefe friars were firft placed in an old fynagogue near the com-
mon prifon, by the magiftrates of the town, in the time of Henry the Thi rd , 
and were afterwards removed to the fpot on which Sidney College has been fmce 
built. T h e original founder is faid to have been k ing Henry the Thi rd ; and Ed-
ward the Firft was probably the donor of their new fituation. Another order 
of Mendicant friars, called Bethleemites, fixed themfelves in a houfe in T r u m p -
ington Street, about the year 1257. I n t h e ^ a m e ftreet alio ftood a houfe and 
church of Friars de Penitentia Jefu Chrifti, who were founded by Henry the 
Thi rd , and continued till the fuppreffion of the order at the council of Lyons 
in 1307. A priory of Black Dominican, or Preaching Friars, was founded in 
this town by the * charity of feveral devout people before the year 1275, and 
was much enlarged by Alice, the widow of Robert de Vere, the fecond earl of Ox-
ford. T h e revenue does not appear. T h e friars Heremits , of the order of St, Auguf-
tine, had a houfe in or near the Peas Market , in St. Edward 's parifh, about the year 
1290 : the founder was Sir Jeffrey Picheford, knight . T h e value does not appear. 
About the year 1291, a convent of Whi te canons f rom Semplingham, fettled 
themfelves at the old chapel of St. E d m u n d the King, over againft Peter-Floufe, 
which they had of B. fil. Walteri. T h e annual value at the diffolution, was 
14I. 8 s. 8 d. About the year 1324, Herveus de Stanton, chancellor of the ex-
chequer, founded a college for a mailer and feveral ftudents, to the honour of 
St. Michael. This , with all its revenues, valued at 1241. 15 s, 6d. per annum, 

VOL . I. K was 



c a m b r i d g e s h i r e. 
was included in the royal foundation of Trinity College, by Henry the Eighth, 

•in 1546. 

At Dennv , not far f rom Cambridge, feme Benedictine monks from Ely had 
a houfe and "church, dedicated to St, James and St. Leonard, before the year 
0 6 0 : in the next century they were fucceeded by Templars and in the cen-

tury following b v n u n s ; for the manor of Denny being given by Edward the 
T h i r d to M a r y de St. Paulo, widow to Adomare earl of Pembroke, ihe founded 
a monaitery for an abbefs and n u n s Minoriifes, to the honour of the Bleifed Vir-
gin and St. Clare ; and to this monaitery another from Waterbech was foon unit-
ed? A t the general diifolution there were in the abbey of Denny twenty-five 
nuns , who were endowed with lands to the value of 172 1. 8 s. 3 d. per annum. 

A t Ickleton, on the borders of the county, not far from Chefterford, in Eifex, 
Aubrey de Vere, the firft earl of Oxford, in the time of Henry the Second, or 
Sir William de Cantelupe, father to Euphemia, his firft wife, founded a Bene-
dictine nunnery, dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen. A t the diifolution it confift-
ed of a priorefs and eleven nuns-, and was endowed with 711. 9 s. 10 d. per 
•annum, 

A t Chippenham, near Newmarket, there was a preceptory of the Knights Hof-
pitalers, fubordinate to their great houfe in London the manor being given them 
by William de Mandeville, earl of Eifex, in 1184. It was ufed as a country 
houfe for the fick ; and the revenue was valued at 33 1. 6 s, 8 d. per annum. 

A t Great Wilherham, a little to the north-eaft of Cambridge, there was a ha-
bitation of Knights Templars, which, with their other eftates, came into the pof-
feffion of the knights of St. John of Jerufalem. 

A t Upwel l , in Wifbich hundred, in the Tile of Ely, formerly called Mirmaud, 
there was a fmall priory of Gilbertines, dedicated to the Bleifed Virgin, and 
given as a cell to Sempringham, by Ralph de Hauville, in the time of Richard 
the Firf t , or John. It was valued at io l . 7 s. 7 d. per annum. 

A t Swaft ham Bulbec, a little weft of Newmarket, there was a Benedictine 
nunnery, dedicated to St. Mary, by one of the Bulbecs, a family of great dif-
t inft ion in this country, before the time of king John. A t the diifolution there 
were found in it a priorefs and eight nunst who had a revenue of forty pounds 
per annum. 

A t Spinney, near Soham, there was a priory for three regular canons of the 
order of St. Augui t ine . It was built and endowed in the time of Henry the 
T h i r d , by Sir H u g h de Malebifie, who married the lady of the manor j and it 
was dedicated to the Bleifed Virgin and the Holy Crofs. In 1449, 11 w a s united 
to the cathedral monaitery of Ely. 

A t Fordham, a little to the north-weft of Newmarket, was a fmall convent 
•of Gilbertine canons, dedicated to St. Peter and St. Mary Magdalen. King 
Henry the Third gave the church, and Sir Hugh Malebifte was a coniiderable 
benefactor. I t was endowed at the fuppreifion with 40 L 13 s, 4 d. per annum. 
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A t Longftow, near the borders of Huntingtonlhire, an hofpital for poor fil-
ters was founded by the vicar, about the time of Henry the Third, and dedi-
cated to the Bleffed Virgin. 

A t Sturbridge there was an hofpital for lepers, called St. Mary Magdalen's: it 
was leafed by Henry the Eighth at the diifolution, to the town of Cambridge i 
but the annual value does not appear. 

A t Lynton there was an alien priory, fubordinate to the abbey of St. Jacutus 
de Infula, in Brittany, before the time of Henry the Third. It was feized by 
the crown during the French wars ; and at the fuppreffion was valued at 
231. 8 s. 10 d. a year. 

A t Ifelham, a little to the north-eaft of Soham, there was a priory which, like 
Lynton, was a cell to the abbey of St. Jacutus, in Brittany. It was valued at 
1 o L 13 s. 4 d. per annum. 

A t Waterbech, not far from Denny abbey, the lady Dionyfia de Monte Ca~ 
nifio, in the year 1293, built the abbey of Nuns Minoriffes, whom the coun-
tefs of Pembroke removed to her foundation at Denny. 

Near the bridge at Wittlesford, a village fouth of Cambridge, in the road 
from London to Newmarket, there was an hofpital as early as the time of Ed-
ward the Firft. It feems to have been founded by one William Colvile, and was 
dedicated to St. John the Baptift. 

A t Bareham, in the pariih of Lynton, in the time of Edward the Firft, there 
was a priory of Crouchid or Crofted Friars, which was a cell to Welnetham, in 
Suffolk J and Welnetham was fubordinate to the great houfe of that order in Lon-
don. 

A t Wicken, near Soham, there was a houfe which the lady Mary Baffing-
burn, in the fifteenth of Edward the Second, gave with feveral parcels of land to 
the convent of Spinney, upon condition that feven poor old men ihould be main-
tained in it, with an allowance to each of one farthing loaf, one herring, and one 
pennyworth of ale every day; and three ells of linen, one woollen garment, one 
pair of ihoes, and two hundred dry turf every year. 

A t Wifbieh there was an hofpital dedicated to St, John the Baptift, before the 

year 1343. 

A t Newton, near Wifbieh, in the chapel of St. Mary Super Cofteram Maris, 
there was a large chantry, confifting of a warden and feveral chaplains, founded 
by Sir John Colvile, in the reign of Henry the Fourth, and being particularly ex-
cepted in the act of diifolution, the lands became annexed to the re&ory of 
Newton. 

A t Liverington, not far from Newton, there was an old hofpital, which is long 
fince decayed, and the revenue fwallowed up. 
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A n d there was a fmall priory at Thirling, near Upwell. 

A l l the religions inftitutions in this county, not here mentioned, are included 
in the account of the antiquities of the Univerfity. 

M E M B E R S of P A R L I A M E N T for this C O U N T Y . 

This county fends fix members to parliament: two knights of the ihire, two 
burgeifes for the town of Cambridge, and two reprefentatives for the univerfity. 
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N A M E . 

CH E S H I R E , theprefent name of this county, is a contra&ion of Chef-
terihire, and derived from Chefter, the name of its city. It is a county 

palatine *, great part of which is a champaign, called by king Edward the Firft,, 
for its great fruitfulnefs, Yale Royal of England. 

B O U N D A R I E S , S I T U A T I O N and E X T E N T . . 

Chefhire is bounded on the north by Lancafhire, on the eaft and fouth-eaft by 
Derbyfhire and Staifordfhire, on the fouth by Shropihire, and part of Flintihire,. 
and on the weft and north-weft by Denbighshire and the Iriih fea, into which the 
north-weft corner ihoots out, and forms a peniniula near fixteen miles long and 
feven broad, called WiraL The fea breaking on each fide of this peniniula, 
forms two creeks, one between the north-eaft fide of the peniniula and the fouth-
weft coaft of Lancaihire ; the other between the fouth-weft fide of it and the north-
eaft coaft of Flintihire : thefe two creeks receive all the rivers of the county.. 
The whole county is about five and forty miles long, and five and twenty broad 

0 See the Introdudica. IB 



c h e s h i r e . 

in its greateft extent; and the city of Chefter is about 182 miles nearly north-
weft from London, 

R I V E R S . 

The principal rivers are the Merfee, the Weaver, and the Dee. The Merfee runs 
from the north-eaft weftward, and dividing this county from Lancashire, falls into 
the northern creek of the peninfula. The Weaver rifes in Shropfhire, runs from 
fouth to north, and fails alio into the northern creek. T h e Dee rifes from two fprings 
near Bala, a market town in Merionythlhire, in Wales, and is a name luppofed to 
have been derived from Dwy, which in the ancient Britiili language ftgnifies the 
number two ; it runs north-eaft, through Merionythihire and Denbighfhire, and 
then directing its courfe north, and feparating Chefhire from North Wales, falls 
into the fouthern creek of the peninfula. The Dee abounds with falmon and 
it is remarkable that the longeit and heavieft rains never caufe it to overflow, 
though it always floods the neighbouring fields, when the wind blows frefh at 
fouth-weft. The Britifh name of this river is • Dyffyr dwy, a word Signifying the 
water of two fprings. The Romans called it Deva, probably from D y f f y r ; and 
its prefent name is evidently derived from the fame fource. O f the names of the 
Merfee and Weaver, there is no account. Befides thefe. rivers. there are feveral 
meres and lakes of considerable extent, which abound with carp, tench, bream, 
eels, and other fiih. 

A I R and S O I L . 

T h e air of this county is ferene and healthful, but proportionably colder than 
the more fouthern parts of the iiland. T h e country is in general flat and open, 
though it rifes into hills on the borders of Staffordihire and Derbyfhire, and con-
tains feveral forefts, two of which, called Delamere and Macclesfield, are of 
confiderable extent. The foil, in many parts, is naturally fertile ; and its ferti-
lity is greatly increafed by a kind of marie, or fat clay, of two forts, one white 
and the other red, which the peafants find in great abundance, and fpread upon 
their lands as manure: corn and grafs is thus produced with the moft plentiful 
encreafe and the pafture is faid to be the fweeteft of any in the kingdom. There 
are however feveral large tracts of land covered with heath and mofs, which the 
inhabitants can ufe only for fuel. The moffy tracts confift of a kind of moorifh 
boggy earth the inhabitants call them mofjes, and diftinguifh them into white, 
grey, and black, from the colour of the mofs that grows upon them. The 
white moffes, or bogs, are evidently compages of the leaves, feeds, flowers, 
ftalks, and roots of herbs, plants, or fhrubs. The grey confifts of the fame fub-
ftances in a higher degree of putrefaction; and the only difference of the black is, 
that in this the putrefaction is perfect *, the grey is harder, and more ponderous 
than the white ; and the black is clofer and more bituminous than either. From 
thefe moifes, fquare pieces like bricks are dug out, and laid in the fun to dry 
for fuel, and are called turfs. 

N A T U R A L P R O D U C T I O N S and M A N U F A C T U R E S . 

The chief commodities of this county are cheefe, fait, and millftones. T h e 
cheefe is efteemed the beft in England, and furnifhed in great plenty by the ex-

cellent 
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ceilent pafturage on which the cattle are fed. T h e fait is produced not from the 
water of the fea, but f rom fait fprings, which rife in Northwich, Namptwich, and 
Middlewich which are called the Salt Wiches , and Dunham, at the diftance of 
aDout fix miles f rom each other. T h e pits are feldom more than four yards 
deep, and never more than feven. In two places in Namptwich the fprino-
breads out in the meadows, fo as to f re t away the g ra f s ; and a fait l iquor ¿uze? 
th rough the earth, which is fwampy to a confiderable diftance. T h e fait forino-s 
at Namptwich are about thir ty miles f rom the fea, and generally lie along the 

' river W e a v e r ; yet there is an appearance of the fame vein at Middlewich, near-
er a ntt le itream, called the Dane , or Dan , than the Weaver . All thefe fprino-s 

n e a f 1
b r o o k s » a n d ™ meadow grounds. T h e water is fo very cold at the bot-

tom or the pits, that the briners cannot flay in them above half an hour at a 
time, nor fo long, wi thout frequently dr inking ftrong waters. Some of thefe 
iprmgs arrord much more water than o the r s ; bu t it is obferved, that there is 
more fait in any given quant i ty of water drawn f rom the fprings that yield little 
than in the feme quant i ty drawn f rom thofe that yield much; and that the 
i t rength of the urine is generally in proport ion to the paucity of the fpring I t 
is alio remarkable, that more fait is produced f rom the fame quant i ty of brine 
in dry weather, than in wet. Whence the brine of thefe fpr ings is fupplied is 
a queftion that has never yet been finally dec ided : iome have fuppofed i t ' to 
come f rom the l e a ; iome f rom fubterraneous rocks of fait, which were difcovered 
in theie parts, about the middle of the laft c e n t u r y ; and others f rom fubt i l fa-
l i nepa r t i c . e s , fubf i f tmg in the air, and depofited in a proper bed. I t i« not 
prooabie tnat this water comes f rom the fea, becaufe a quart of fea-water will 
p roduce no more than an ounce and an half of fait, bu t a quar t of water f rom 
the^e iprmgs, will often produce feven or eight ounces. But whether the faline 
rocks, or the faline particles are the caufe of this p h e n o m e n o n , fu tu re natural-
ilts mul t determine. 

T h e Hone which is wrought into mill-ftones, is d u g f rom a Quarry at M o w -
cop Hill, near Congleton. 

C I V I L and E C C L E S I A S T I C A L D I V I S I O N S . 

Th i s county is divided into feven hundreds, and contains one city, and twelve 
market towns. _ It lies in the province of York , and diocefe of C h e f t e r ; and in-
cludes 124 pariihes. 

C I T Y and M A R K E T T O W N S . 

T h e city is Chefter ; and the market towns are Akr incham, Congleton, Frod-
fham, Hal ton , Knottesford, Macclesfield, Malpas , Middlewich, Namptwich, 
Northwich, Sandbach, and Stockport . 

7* 

city of C H E S T E R derives its name f rom Cajtra, the Lat in name for a 
camp, the^ Roman Legions having feverai t imes encamped near this place, and 
the twentieth Legion , called Vi£trix, being fettled here by the emperor 
Galba, under T i tus Vinius, to overawe the inhabitants of the neighbouring 
counties, 

Chefter 
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Chefter is diftant 182 miles f rom London, and is governed by a mayor, twen-
t v f n n r aldermen two iheriffs, and forty common council men. It has nine 

one of which is Ihe cathedral, having the parifh church 
in the fouth iile, dedicated to St. W e r b u r g ; the others are dedicated to St. John 
St Peter the Trini ty, St. Michael , St. Bridget, St. Olave, St. Mary, and St. 
Mart in ? T h e cathedral, with the biihop's palace, and the houies of the preben-
daries , 'are on the north fide of the city, which is built in a fquare form, and 
iurrounded by a wall, with batt lements, that is two miles m compafs T h e two 
principal ftreets interied each other at right angles, and form an exad crofs. A t 
the interfeaion, which is nearly in the center of the city, there is afpacious area, 
called the Pentife, in which Hand the town-houfe, with an exchange a neat 
building Supported by columns thir teen feet high, or one ftone each. T h e 
houies,°vvhich in general are t imber, are very large and Spacious, and are built 
with a piazza before them, fo that foot paifengers go from one end of the city 
to the other, under compleat ilielter f rom the weather, i his manner of build-
ing however has its disadvantage ; for the fnops, which lie behind the piazza, 
are very clofe and dark, and in other re fpeds incommodious. Thefe piazzas are 
called rows; and the pavement is confiderably above the level of the ftreet, into 
which there are defcents by fteps, placed at convenient diftances. T h e city has 
four crates, one at each end of the two great ftreets, which are placed exa&ly 
eaft, weft, north, and fouth, and a caftle, on a ni ing ground on the fouth fide, 
which is in part furrounded by the river Dee, and is a place of confiderable 
ftrenoth. A o-arrifon is always kept in it. I t has a governor, lieutenant-gover-
nor, It mailer °gunner, ftore-keeper, and furbiiher of fmall arms. In this caftle 
there is a ftately hall, fomething like that at Weftminf ter , where the palatine 
courts and affizes are held. T h e r e are alfo offices for the records, and a prifon 
for the county. T h e walls of the city join the caftle on the fouth fide _ and f rom 
thence the top of the wall would afford a walk quite round the city, if it was not 
for the towers that are built over the gates. Near the caftle there is a bridge of 
twelve arches, over the Dee. A t each end of the bridge there is a gate, over 
one of which is a tower, whence the city is well fupplied with water, that is 
raifed by mills, from the river. 

A little below Chefter, on the fouth fide of the peninfula, called Wiral, is 
Parkgate , the port at which paifengers from England to Ireland take Shipping, 
and paifengers from Ireland to England come on Shore, which is of confiderable 
advantage to the trade of Chefter. 

T o this city there is a fuburb , called Hanbr id , by the inhabitants, bu t by the 
Welch Treboth, burnt town, a name which it acquired from its having been often 
burn t by them, in their incurfions into Chefhire. 

The re is a charity fchool for 40 boys, who are taught, cloathed, and main-
tained, by a fund of 500 1. and Seventy pounds a-year fubfcription. And there 
is a confiderable manufacture of tobacco-pipes, which are made of clay, brought 
f rom the Iile of W i g h t , Pool, and Biddeford, and are faid to be the belt in 
Europe . 

A L T R I N C H A M , or A L T R I N G H A M , is 152 miles f rom London, and Situated be-
tween Warr ington and Stockport , near the borders of Lancashire. I t is governed 

by 
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by a mayor of an ancient inftitution, but no mention is made of its buildings^ 
not even of a church. 

C O N G L E T O N is fo called from its old name Condatum, which it is fuppofed 
to have derived from Condate, a town in ancient Gaul, whence it was peopled. 
It is diftant from London 157 miles; and (lands on the borders of Staffordlhire. 
T h e town is well built, though it is ancient, and the middle of it is watered by 
the little brook Howtey, the eait fide by the Daning Schow, and the north by 
the Dan, over which it has a bridge. It is very populous, and in ancient writ-
ings is called a borough. It is now a corporation, governed by a mayor and fix 
aldermen ; and has two churches. It is faid, in all the books that mention it, 
fome of which are of a very late date, to carry on a confiderable trade in leather 
gloves, purfes, and points. But if it was to furniih all the leather furfes and 
points that are now ufed in the kingdom, its trade in thefe articles would fcarce 
produce twenty ihillings a-year. Gloves however are ilill worn, and in gloves its 
manufa&ure may ilill be confiderable. 

F R O D S H A M is a fea port, diftant from London 262 miles. It is fituated on the 
river Weaver, near its conflux with the Merfee, and has a ftone bridge over it. 
I t con fills of one long ftreet, at the weft end of which there is a caftle, that for 
many ages was the feat of the earls Rivers. It has a church, which ftands at a 
field's length from the town, near a lofty hill, called Frodiham Hill, the higheft 
in the county, on which there has been ufed to be a beacon. About a mile from 
this town, in the way to Halton, is a bridge over the Weaver, of brick, cal-
led Frodiham Bridge. 

H A L T O N , or H A U L T O N , i. e. H I G H T O W N , is fo called from its fituation, which 
is an hill about two miles north of Frodiham, and about 163 miles diftant from Lon-
don. It has a caftle, faid to have been built by Hugh Lupus, to whom the 
county was granted by William the Conqueror, which, with the barony, belongs 
to the dutchy of Lancafter, and maintains a large jurifdidion in the county round 
it, by the name of Halton Fee, or the Honour of Halton, having a court of 
record, and a prifon. The king's officers of the dutchy keep a law-day at the 
Caftle every year, about Michaelmas; and a court is held there once a-fortnight, 
to determine all matters within their jurifdidion. The inhabitants claim a mar-
ket here by prefcription; and there is a fmall market held here on a Saturday j 
but the town has not been generally confidered as a market town, nor regiftered 
as fuch. 

K N O T T E S F O R D , N U T S F O R D , or C A N U T E ' S F O R D , 154 miles from London, 
Hands near the Merfee, and is divided into two parts, called the Upper and 
the Lower town, by a rivulet, called Bicken. In the Upper town there is a 
church and in the Lower, a chapel of eale, the market, and town-houfe. 

M A C C L E S F I E L D , or M A X F I E L D , is 151 miles from London. It is fituated on 
the river Bollin, and is a borough, governed by a mayor. It has a church, which 
is a fair edifice, with a high ileeple, in form of a fpire ; but it is rather a chapel 
than a church, for it ftands in the pariih of Preftbury. On the fouth fide of 
the church there is a college, founded by Thomas Savage, who was firft biihop of 
London, and then archbifhop of York : there is alfo on the fame fide, an orato-

v o l . 1. l 
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rv built by the Leighs of Lime. In this place there is a f ree fchool, of an a*. 
c k n t foundation•, and the chief manufacture is buttons. 

M < L P A S derives its name from the narrow, fteep rugged way to it The Ro-
m a « caUed it Malo paffus s and the Normans Malpas, the name whrch it M re-

Tr is IS7 miles from London, and fituated on a high hill, on the borders 
rf Shroptee L t far from the Dee. It confifts principally of three ftreets, wh,ch 
are now weft paved. It has a ftately church, which, fends on the mgheft part of 
the " o w n f a n d the benefice is fo confiderable, that it fupports two reitors who, 
officiate alternately. It had formerly a callle 5, and has now a grammar fchool, and 

an hofpital 

M I D D L E W I C H , fo called becaufe it ftands b e t w e e n Namptwich and Northwich 
is diftant 156 miles from London, and ftands on the conflux of the Dan with 
die Croke. It is an ancient borough, governed ;by burgeffes : it confifts of ma-
ny ftreets and lanes , and is very populous. The fait water fpnngs here are faid 
tcf prod uce more fait in, proportion to the brine, than thofe at any other place. 
The pariih extends into many townihips; and the town has a fpacious church. 

N A M P T W I C H lies in the Vale Royal, on the river Weaver, and is diftant from 
London 164 miles. It is the greateft and beft built town in the county, except 
Thefter • the ftreets are regular,, and adorned with many gentlemen s houies 
the church is a large and beautiful ftrudure built in the form of a crofs, like a 
cathedral, with a fteeple in the middle.; It has two charity fchools > one for 
4 o boys, and the other for 30 girls. T h e inhabitants carry on a confiderable 
trade in cheefe and fait,, both which are made here in the utmoft perfection r 
they alfo derive confiderable advantages from its being the greateft thoroughfare 
to Ireland; and from the traffic which is carried on at. their great weekly fair,, 
for com and cattle., 

N O R T H W I C H is 159, miles diftant from London, and ftands on the river,Weaver,, 
near its conflux with the Dan. It appears by the buildings, to be o f confider-
able antiquity and is fo near the center of the county, that it is generally made 
the pkre of meeting to tranfad puMick affairs., It has a good churchy with a., 
fine roof and femicircular choir: it has alio a. charity fchool, for teaching ten 
boys to read, write,, and cypher. The fait that is made here is not fo white as 
that made at other places but about fixty years ago, there was difcovered, on the 
fouth fide of the town, many mines of rock fait, which have been wrought ever" 
fince with o-reat diligence, and the fait fent in* great lumps to the fea ports, where 
it is diffolved and manufactured for ufe. Some of the quarries are now 150 feet 
deep, and have a very fplendid appearance : they are fupported by regular rows 
of pillars and the roof and fides fparkle Hke cryftal, with the light of innumer-
able candles, that are continually burning when the miners are at work - fo 
that the whole looks venerable and ftriking,. not unlike a fubterraneous ca-
thedral. 

S A N D B A C H is 153. mifes from London, and is delightfully fituated, on the ri-
ver Wheelock, which flows in three ftreams from Mowcop Hill, and falls into 
the Dan, a little above the town.. It has a church, with a lofty fteeple ; and m 
the market place there are two ftone croifes* elevated on fteps* and adorned 

r with 
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with feveral images; and the hiitory of the fufferings of Chrift carved in baflb 

relievo, 

STOCKPORT, fometimes called STOPFORD, is 160 miles diftaht from London, 
and fituated on the lbuth fide of the river Merfee, over which it had a bridge, 
but it was blown up in the year 1745, to prevent the rebel army, which had 
marched from the north of Scotland into the center of this kingdom, from re^ 
turning that way. 

N A T U R A L H I S T O R Y and C U R I O S I T I E S . 

In this county there are feveral mineral fprings, particularly at Stockport 
there is a chalybeat faid to be ftronger than that at Tunbndge In the moraiies, 
or moifes, whence the country people cut their turf, or peat, for fuel, there are 
marine ihells in great plenty, pine cones, nuts and (hells, trunks ot hr trees, 
and fir apples, with many other exotic fubftances. The moraffes, 111 which 
thefe fubftances are found, are frequently upon the fummits of high mountains ; 
and the learned have been much divided in their opinions how they came there. 
T h e general opinion is, that they were brought thither by a deluge, not merely 
from their fituation, but becaufe feven or eight vaft trees are frequently found 
lying much clofer to each other than it was poffible they fhould grow; and un-
der the trees are frequently found the exuvia of animals, as ihells and bones ot 
fifhes ; and particularly the head of an hippopotamus was dug from one of theie 
moors, fome years ago, and was feen by Dr. Leigh, who has written the Natur-
al Hiftory of this county. There are however fubftances of a much later date 
than the general deluge, found among thefe trees and exuviae, particularly a 
brafs kettle, a millftone, and fome amber beads, which were given to the doftor 
foon after they were dug up. The fir trees are dug up by the peafants, and 
are fo full of turpentine, that they are cut out into flips and ufed inftead ot 
candles. 

A t Sanghall, near Chefter, there lived in the year 1668, a woman aged 72, 
who had two horns growing out of the right fide of her head, a little above her 
ear. When fhe was eight and twenty ears old, an excrefcence grew out of this 
part of her head, which refembled a wen ; after it had continued two and thirty 
years itfhot out into two horns, about three inches long; after they had continued 
five years fhe caft them, and two more came up in their room ; after four years 
fhe caft thefe; and thofe which were growing when this account was taken, had 
grown four years, and were then loofe. 

Doctor Leigh mentions a kind of fneep, in the park of Stipperly belonging to 
John Leio-h of Adlington, which differed from all other fheep in the k ingdom : 
he fuppofes them to be natives'of this county, and fays they are larger than moft 
others, and are covered rather with hair than wool ; that all of them have four 
horns, which fometimes are of an extraordinary fize : the two horns next the nee* 
a r e e r e a , like thofe of goats, but l a r g e r ; and the two next the forehead are 
curved, like thofe of other fheep. T h e doctor doubts whether thefe fneep ate a 
particular fpecies, or whether they might not be produced at the fir ft by goats 
and fheep engendering toge ther ; bu t as the words at the firjt, fcem to i m p y 
that they had afterwards encreafed by engendering among themfelvcs, this can-
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not be admitted, without departing from the general opinion univerfally coft-
firmed with r e f p e f t to mules, that creatures of a mixed breed are a fort of mon-
gers and never propagate their kind. The flefh of thefe iheep was different 
f rom that of other mutton, and had fome refemblance in colour and tafte to the 

flefh of goats. 
There is a fmall wild white heart e ferry , peculiar to a little fpot in this county 

near Frodiham where there is alfo a free-flone rock, in which the belemnites,, 
or thunderbolt, has been often found. 

A t Norton Hal], a feat of Sir Thomas Brook, near the northern boundary 
of the county, about four miles diftant from Warrington, in Lancafhire, there is 
a remarkable echo. There is a wall about one hundred and twenty yards long, 
at one end of which are fome fteps that lead into the houfe ; about the middle 
there is a round tower with a gate in it, and at the other end another tower and 
o-ate of the fame k i n d : if a flute is founded on the fteps, it is fcarce heard at all 
at the firft gate; but at the diftance of thirty yards from it, nearer to the far-
ther tower, I s heard very diftin&ly, not however as coming from the fteps where 
it is founded, but from the farther tower; but upon approaching ten yards ftill 
nearer to the farther tower, it is no longer heard from that gate, but from the 
fteps where it is founded. 

A N T I Q U I T I E S . 

. Chefhire was one of the counties which in the Britifh times was inhabited by 
ofThis <> the Cornavii, a word of which the derivation is not known ; and under the Sax-

county/ on Heptarchy it was included in the kingdom of Mercia„ The Saxons called the 
county Eepry j re- fcy j ie , from Eeprype , the name of the city, whence Chefhire, 
the prefent name, is evidently derived. It continued in the pofiefllon of the fuc-
ceilbrs of Creda, the founder of the kingdom of Mercia, about 200 years, and 
then fell into the hands of the Danes. About the year 877, Alfred the Great,, 
having recovered it from the Danes, made it a province to the kingdom of the 
Weft Saxons, and appointed Etheldred, a defendant of the kings of Mercia, to 
be its governor or fhirereeve. After the death of Etheldred, the government 
of this county devolved to his widow, Edelfieda; and at her death, defcended 
to Etheldred's pofterity, till, with the reft of England, it came once more into 
the hands of the Danes, under Canutus, Canutus committed it to the govern-
ment of Leofric, who affumed the old title of Earl or Comes, From Leofric it 
defcended to his fon Algar, ana from Algar to Edwin, who were iucceifive earls, 
of Chefhire ; and in the time of Edwin it was fubdued by William the Norman, 
who gave it as a principality, firft to Gerhord, a nobleman of Flanders,, who had' 
greatly aflifted him in his enterprize againft England, and then to Hugh Lupus, 
his nephew, to whom he gave a palatine or Sovereign jurifdiciion, by a grant, of 
this county, " to hold to him and his heirs, as freely by the fword, as the king 

. held the crown of England." * & 

By this grant Chefhire became a county palatine,, with fovereign iurifdi&Ion 
within its own precincts, in fo high a degree, that Lupus, and many of his fuc 
ceffors, had parliaments, confifting of their own barons and tenants who were 
l o t bound by the a£ts c f the general parliament of the kingdom. This power of 

the-
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the earls of Chefter, which was originally repofed in them to enable them more 
effeftually to reprefs any attempt of the neighbouring people to recover their 
independancy, was, after the kingdom had long fubmitted quietly to the Conquer-
or, no longer neceffary for this purpofe; and being at length become formidable 
to the king himfelf, Henry the Eighth retained it, and rendered it dependant 
upon the .crown ; though all pleas concerning property, whether real or perfonal, 
are Hill heard and determined in the county, though cafes of felony and treafon 
are determined by the judges itinerary in their circuit. 

The city of Chefter was called Deunana by Ptolemy, and by Antoninus, De- Antiquities of 
va, from the river Dee. The Britons called it Caer-Legion, Legion City, from Cheiter. 
the Roman troops encamped there; and the Saxons gave it the name of Legea-
ceptejt, 

Chefter is fuppofed by fome to have been a city before the time of the Ro-
. mans, and to have been called Genuina, or Gunia 5 and by others, to have become 

a city by the gradual increafe of buildings, which were neceffary to accommodate the 
perfons that reforted thither on various occafions, while it was the ftation of the 
twentieth Roman Legion, called Valeria v f e r i x , or Valens Viftnx. The wall 
is fuppofed by fome to have been built by Edeifleda, and the caftle and cathe-
dral by Hugh Lupus, the earl of the county, foon after the Norman Conqueft. 
Several authors however mention the caftle of Chefter, in the Damih and Saxon 
times v it is therefore probable, that Lupus only repaired or rebuilt the caftle, 
efpecially as there is now a fquare tower belonging to it, which tradition has 
afcribed to Julius Cadar; and though there fhould not appear fufficient authori-
ty to believe that this tower was the work of Casfar, yet the tradition muft be 
allowed as good evidence, that there was a caftle here long before the Norman 
Conqueft. There feems alfo fufficient reafon to conclude that Lupus did not ori-
ginally build the cathedral, but repaired it only. 

That this place was confiderable in the Roman times, appears inconteftibly 
from the vaft vaults and foundations, coins, altars, pavements, and other anti-
quities, that have been found near it, and known to have been Roman; fome Ox 
which prove Chefter to have been a colony anno Dom. 211. 

Manv tiles have been dug up here, on which is infcribed, C O L . D I V A N A L E G . 
~XX. V I C T R I X . In the year 1653, an altar was dug up with this inscription : 

T O M T A N A R O T . E L U P I U S G A L E R . P R A E S E N S G V ? A . PRL 
LEG. XX. W . C O M M O D O . E T L A T E R A N O COS. V. S.. L . M . 

Which is read as follows: Jovi Optimo Maximo Hanaro "Titus Elupius Gal er im 
Prüfern Gubernator Principibus Legionis Vicefim* Viäriäs Valeria Cemmodo et 
Laterano ConfuUbus Votum Solvit Lübens Merit0. 

Another altar was alfo found fome time afterwards, with this infcription : 

PRO. S A L . D O M & O R U M . IN. INVIC f s S I M O R U M A U G G . G E l J o 

L O C I F L A V I U S . L O N G - T R I E . M I L , L E G . X X . - L O N G & V S FL— EIVS. 

D O M O S Ä M O S A T A . V . .S. f r 
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It was difcovered in digging for a cellar, at the houfe of one Heath, lying with 
the infcription downward, upon a Stone two feet fquare, which is fuppofed to 
have been its pedeftal i on the left fide of it was a flower pot ; on the top a cotyla» 
or cavity ; in the bottom of that cavity a young face, fuppofed to be that of the 
Genius; on the back, ornaments of drapery of uncertain figures ; on the right 
fide a Genius, Handing with a cornucopia in his left hand ; the right hand was 
cut off by the workmen, in digging it out, before they knew what it was. T h e 
foundation was broad, confiding of many large ftones, and it lay deep. T h e 
earth about it was folid, but of feveral colours, and mixed with aihes. In this 
earth, near the foundation, were found the bones, horns, and heads of feveral 
creatures, fuppofed to have been facrificed there with two coins, o n e o f b r a f s , 
and the other of copper; on the firft fide of the brafs coin was this infcription : 
Imp. Caes, Vefpafian. Aug. Cos. III. and the face of the emperor; on the re-
verie, Victoria Augufti S. C. and a winged Viitory Handing. On the firft fide 
of the copper coin was, FL Yal. Conftantius Nob. C. and the face of Conftanti-

tus; on the reverfe, Genio Populi Romani, and a Genius Standing, holding a fa» 
critical bowl in the right hand, and in the left a cornucopia. 

In a ruinous fabric, called the Chapter, there was difcovered, about thirty 
years ago, a Skeleton, fuppofed to be the remains of H u g h Lupus : the bones 
were very freih, and in their natural pofition : they were wrapped in leather, 
and contained in a Stone coffin; the legs were bound together at the ancles, and 
the firing was intire. In the Cathedral, among other ancient monuments, is the 
tomb of Henry the Fourth, emperor of Germany, who is faid to have abdicated 
his kingdom, 'and lived the life of an hermit, at Chefter, altogether unknown, 

-till he difcovered himfelf to the prieft, who confeifed him, juft before he ex-

Ancient towns On the fouth fide of the entrance into the peninlula called Wiral, there was 
,aud,£afiles, .anciently a royal caftle, of which fcarce the remains are now to be feen. 

T o the eaft of Wiral lies the foreft of Delamere, in which Edelfleda built a 
c i ty , which She called Bafcep-bupg, Happy Town, of which, in Camden's time, 
only a heap of rubbiih remained, which was called the Chamber of the Foreft. 
From this city Eadiburg-Hall, an old building near this place, which gives 
name to an eminent family, and one of the hundreds of this county, was pro-
bably denominated. 

A t a little diftance are the ruins of Finborough, another town, faid to have 
been built by the fame lady.» 

A t a little diftance from Delamere Foreft, near a village called Bunbury, 
Stands Beefton Caftle, which was built by Ranulph the Third, the Sixth earl of 
•CheSter after the Conqueft, when he returned from the holy war. This Ra-
nulph began his government in the year 1180, and having governed fomething 
more than fifty years, died 1232. T h e caftle, which covers a great extent of 
ground, ftands upon a hill, and is fortified, as well by the mountains, that al-
moft Surround it, as by its wall, and the great number of its towers : the chief 
of thefe towers was Supplied with water from a well that is now ninety-one yards 
^leep, though it is fuppofed to be near half filled up with rubbiih, that has either 
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fallen into it by accident, or been thrown in by defign. This caftle is now in a 
ruinous» condition but Leland, in fome verfes which he wrote upon it, fays, 
that if old prophefies are to be believed, it will in fome future time recover 
its original fplendor. Near this place there are many traces of ditches, and other 
military works. 

Near Norton-Hall, which has been already mentioned on account o f its re-
markable echo, there have been many pieces or pigs of lead dug up, of an 
oblong form : the upper part of fome was infcribed thus; 

IMP. Y E S P . VII. T , IMP. V . COSS. 

On others, the infcription was, 

IMP. D O M I T . A U G . G E R . D E C E A N G . 

From this infcription it has been conjedured, that the Cangi, a people of the 
©Id Britons, of whom very litde is now known befides the name, lived in this 
county; and that thefe pieces of lead belong to fome monument of a v i d o r y 
gained over them by the Romans; a conjedure which is ftrengthened by a paf-
fage in Tacitus, from which it appears, that the Cangi were fituated upon the 
Irifh fea; and by the names of feveral places in this part of the country, as Cong-
hill, Congizton, fedale, and Kemfand, which, by an eafy corruption, may have 
been formed from Cangi. 

There is a Roman way from Middlewich to Northwich, raifed-very high with 
gravel, and manifeftly intended for publick ufe. 

A t Rudheath, fome time fince the feat of the Mainwarings, near Northwich, A n a n d e n C 

was once an afylum for criminals, where they were permitted to remain in fafety afylmn. 
a year and a day; but it was fo grofly abufed, that long before the reformation -
the privilege was taken away. 

In the oratory belonging to the Leighs of Lime, on the fouth fide of the pa- Monumental 

rochial chapel at Macclesfield, there is an old epitaph on Perkin a Legh, the an-inferno«*, 
ceitor of the family, who received the lordfhip of Lime from king Edward the Third* 
as a reward for taking the count of Tankerville prifoner, and other military fer-
vices in France,, particularly at the batde of Creify, and Sir Piers Legh, his ion, , 
who was (lain at the battle of Agincourt. 

This epitaph was infcribed on a plate of brafs, in 1626, by Sir Peter Leigh 
of Lime,, who found it written upon a ftone in this chapel. 

On the other fide of the fame parochial chapel, in the oratory belonging to 
the Savages, there is an indulgence engraved on a plate of brafs, in the follow-
ing words 

The pardon for faying V pater noilers and Y aves and a » . , . is X X V I thou-
fand yeres and X X V I dayes of pardon«, £ ^ 
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An epifcopal fee, for part of the Mercian dominions, was placed in the city 
of Chefter, before the end of the feventh century .this was generally, though 
not always, under the fame biihop as that of Litchfield, to which X% W2.S <it length 
united. After the Conqueft, biihop Peter quitted Litchfield, and fixed his refi-
dence at St. John's church, in Chefter, where he was buried in 1102. Biihop 
Robert, his'fucceifor, taking greater liking to the rich monaftery of Coventry, 
made that one of his cathedrals, and left Chefter ; though feveral biihops of Litch-
field and Coventry, after this time, wrote themfelves, and were written by others, 
biihops of Chefter. 

In this city there was early in the Saxon times a religious houfe, probably a 
nunnery, dedicated to St. Peter and St. Paul; whither, as a place of fafety from 
the outrages of the Danes, the remains of St. Werburg were brought from 
Heanburgh, or Hanbury, in Staffordihire, in the year 875. St. Werburg is faid 
to have been the daughter of Wulferus, the firft Chriftian king of Mercia, and 
to have profeifed herfelf a nun very early in life, under Audria, her aunt^ at Ely. 
She lived much at Weedon, in Northamptonshire, died at Trentham, in Staf-
fordshire, and was firft buried at Hanbury, whence, after near 200 years, ihe 
was removed to Chefter. From the ihrine of this virgin princefs, the church of 
St. Peter and Paul was called St. Werburg's. It was fome time after totally 
ruined, by the inteftine commotions of the times, but it was afterwards rebuilt by 
Edelfieda, for fecular canons; and more liberally endowed by king Edmund, 
king Edgar, earl Leofric, and other benefaAors, in honour of St. Werburg. In 
the year 1093, Hugh Lupus, at the inftigation of the celebrated Anfelm, who 
was afterwards archbiihop of Canterbury, expelled the feculars, and eftabliihed in 
their ftead an abbat, and convent of Benedictine monks, from Bee in Norman-
dy, in whofe poifeifion St. Werburg's church continued, till the general dissolu-
tion, in the thirty-third year of Henry the Eighth. Henry however reftored the 
foundation to a dean and fix prebendaries, directing the church to be from that 
time ftiled the Church of Chrift and the Bleifed Virgin, and making Chefter 
once more the Seat of a biihop. The yearly revenues were then rated at 
1003 1. 5 s. 11 d. 

The ancient collegiate church of St. John the Baptift, in the eaft part of this 
city, is Said by Giraid us Cambrenfis, who was biihop eleit of St. Davids about 
the year 1200, to have been founded by king Ethelred, in the year 689; but 
it is more probable, that Ethelred, who was earl of Mercia in the year 906, 
either founded, or at ieaft rebuilt it, with the reft of the city for not long af-
terwards, there was a celebrated church, or monaftery, at Chefter, dedicated to 
this faint, which, in the next century, was repaired by earl Leofric ^ and was en-
dowed with houfes and lands at the time of the Conqueror's Survey, It is faid 
that Peter, the biihop of Litchfield, when he removed the epifcopal See hither, 
made this church his cathedral. Here was, till the SuppreSFion, a dean and Seven 
prebendaries, or canons, who were in the collation of the biihop of Litchfield, 
befides Seven vicars, two clerks, four chorifters, fextons, and other fervants. 
Their yearly income, in the twe Hy-iixth of Henry the Eighth, after reprifals, 
was no more than 27 1. 17 s. 4 d. 

Not 
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Not far from St. John's, was a monaftery dedicated to the Bleffed Virgin, 

which at the fuppreifion was rated at 66 L 18 s. 4 d. per annum. 

There was alfo a monaftery in this city, dedicated to St. Michael, before the 
year 1162, as appears by a charter of Henry the Second to the canons of 
Norton. 

V 
In the parifh of St. Martin, there was a houfe of Carmelite, or White friars, 

built by Thomas Stadham, gentleman, in the year 1279 ; and a houfe of Black, 
or Preaching friars, founded by a biihop of Litchfield. 

Without the north gate was an ancient hofpital, dedicated to St. John the Bap-
tift. It was originally a fanduary, and endowed with great privileges. A t the 
fuppreifion it confifted of a chaplain and fix poor brethren ; and had an annual, 
revenue of 13L 7 s. i o d . clear, 

. I n the parifh of the Holy Trinity, there was alfo a houfe of Grey, or Fran-
cifcan friars, which is fuppofed to be as ancient as the time of Henry the Third, 
who began to reign in 1216. 

A t Bromborough, anciently Brunnefburgh, in Wiral, near the river Merfee, 
was a monaftery, founded by Edelfleda, which foon decayed ; and the church 
was appropriated to the abbey of Chefter, and has been fince made part of the 
endowment of that dean and chapter. 

A t Runcorn, near the mouth of the Merfey, there was another religious houfe, 
laid to have been founded by the lady Edelfleda. And in the year 1133, Wil-
liam Fitz Nigell built a priory for regular canons of the order of St. Auftin. 

This priory, in the time of king Stephen, before 1148, was removed to 
Norton-Hall, where there was alfo a priory, which at the diifolution was valued 
at 1801. 7 s. 6 d. per annum. 

A t Combermere, near the fouthern boundaries of the county, an abbey was 
founded in the year 1133, by Hugh de Malbanc, lord of Nantwich, for Cifter-
cian monks. It was dedicated to St. Mary and St. Michael, and endowed at 
the diifolution with 225 1. 9 s. 7 d. per annum. 

A t Poulton, but whether at Poulton in Wiral hundred, or Poulton in Boxton 
hundred, does not appear, there was a Ciftercian abbey, built and endowed by 
Robert, who was brother to Randal, the fecond earl of Chefter, in the year 1153. 
This abbey being in perpetual danger from the incurfions of the Welch, the 
monks were tranflated to Dieulacres, in Staffordihire. 

A t Barrow, on the fouih-we.ft fide of Delamere foreft, there was a preceptory 
of the Knights Hofpitalers of St. John of Jerufalem, which, with Yeveley in 
Derbyshire, was valued at 931, j.s. 4_d. per annum. ' 

A t Stanley, or Stanlaw, near Frodiham, an abbey for forty Ciftercian monks 
was founded in the year 1172, by John Confiable of Chefter, and baron of Hal-
ton, and dedicated to the Virgin Mary, The monks "of this monaftery being 
' VOL. I. M ^ in com-



c H E s H i r e : . 
incommoded by the overflowings of the fea, or the waters of Merfee, were re. 
m o v d to Whalle v, in Lancaihhe. Four monks however remained here, fo that 
Stanley continued to be a fmall cell till the diifolution. 

A t Berkinhead, between the Dee and the Merfee, a priory was built by Hamon 
Maffy, third baron of Dunham, about the year 1 1 8 9 , for fixteen Benedictine 
monks dedicated to St. Mary and St. James. It was fubordmate to the abbey of 
Cheiter, and endowed at the diifolution with 901. 13 s. per annum. 

A t Mobberley, to the north-eaft of Northwich, a priory of Black canons was 
founded in 1206, by Patrick de Modberly, who dedicated it to the honour of the 
Bleifed Virgin Mary and St. Wilfrid; but it continued a very fliort time, for it 
was proved that Patrick had only an eftate for life, m the lands witn which he 

had endowed it. 

A t Hillbree, or Hilbury, a little barren ifland, which lies off the end of 
Wiral, in the mouth of the river Dee, there is faid to have been once a convent 
of Benedictine monks, which was a cell to Cheiter, and was dedicated to the Vir-

gin Mary. 

A t Tarvin, or Tervin, four miles eait of Cheiter there was an hofpital en-
dowed out of the tithes of the pariih church, by Alexander Stavenfby, bifhop 
of Litchfield, about the year 1230. 

A t Darn all Grange, on the fouth-weil fide of Middlewich, prince Edward, eld-
eft fon to Henry the Third, began in his father's life time, about the year 1266, 
to build an abbey for one hundred monks of the Ciftercian order; but when he 
became king, in the year 1277, he laid the foundation of a flatly monaftery at 
a fmall diftance, in a more pleafant fituation, which he called Vale Royal. It 
was fituated on the river Weaver, eait of Delamere foreft and to this place the 
monks of Darnall were removed aboil: the year 1281. 1 he building however 
was not finiihed till the year 1330 ; and in the mean time they were much in-
commoded for want of room. The conventual church was dedicated to our Lord, 
the . Virgin, St. Nicholas, and St. Nichafius; and at the diifolution it was en-
dowed witn the clear yearly value of 518 1. 19 s. 8 d. 

A t Baddington, or Babington, near Namptwich, there was an houfe or hof-
for poor leprous perfons, fo early as the year 1283. 

A t Boughton, juft without the eait gate of the city of Chefter, there was an 
aimihoufe for poor lepers, as early as the year 1309. 

A t Namptwich there was an ancient hofpital, dedicated to St. Nicholas. 

In the pariih church of Bunbury, a village on the eait fide of Beefton Caftle, 
Sir Hugh Calvely, knight, founded a college about : the year 1386, for a matter 
and fix fecular chaplains, to the honour of St. Boniface. Its clear value at the 
diifolution was 481. 2 s. 8 d. per annum; and at that time the foundation confiit-
ed of a dean, five vicars, and two chorifters. . 
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A t Benhall, or Dunwall, a village mentioned by King in his Vah Royd% 

but not in any modern lift or map, there was an old hofpital given by Henry the 
Seventh to the hofpital founded by biihop Smith, at Litchfield, 

A t Macclesfield, a college or chantry of fecular priefts was founded on the 
fouth fide of the parifh church, about the year x5o8s by T h o m a s Savage, a na-
tive of this place, who was afterwards archbifhop of York, 

M E M B E R S of P A R L I A M E N T for this C O U N T Y , 

Chefhire fends four members to parliament: two for the county, and two for 
the city of Chefter, 
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N A M E . . 

CO R N W A L L , the moll weitern county of England, is fuppofed by fome 
to derive its name from the Britiih word Corn, a horn,, either becaufe the 

whole county is fhaped like a cornucopia, or becaufe on the weftern extremity it 
ihoots out into two promontories, or horns, called the Land's End, and the Liz-
ard Point. Some have imagined that it was called Cornwall from Corineus, a fup-
pofed companion of Brute : and others have derived Cornwall f rom Camy the 
Britiih word for a rock. - Thefe derivations indeed relate only to the firit fyllable, 
Corn Wall is fuppofed to have been originally W e a l h , or W e a l t h , a name given, 
by the Saxons to every thing that was itrange, or Gaul, a name by which they 
diftinguifhed this county from other parts of Britain, when they obferved that the 
language and cuitoms of the inhabitants were the fame as thole of the Gauls, t h e 
G being afterwards changed into W , according to the German dialed. 

It feems moil probable, that Cornwall is a contraction of Cornu Walli 
which expreifes both the ihape of the county, and the name of the inhabitants,, 
who were called Welch, the Saxons at firit including Cornwall under the name-

"Wales,!; 
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Wales • and indeed it has been called Occidua Wallia, or Weft Wales, by Tome 

writers of fucceeding times. 

B O U N D A R I E S , S I T U A T I O N , and E X T E N T . 

Cornwall is bounded on the fouth the weft, and the north, by the fea, and 
on the eaft by the river Tamar, which divides it from Devonihire. Its greateft 
length eaft and weft is 78 miles and an half, and its greateft width from fouth-
fouth-eaft to north-north-weft, is 43 miles and a quarter. Launcefton, the prin-
cipal town, is fituated about 208 miles fouth-weft of London. 

R I V E R S . 

T h e principal rivers of Cornwall are the Tamar and the Camel. Tamar is 
fuppofed to be a Britiili word, fignifying the water of the large river. The 
T-mar rifes in Moor-winftow, the moft northern panih of this county, about three 
mHes from the fea coaft. It iffues from the fummit of a moor, whence part of 
the water defending to the north, forms the river Turndge • and the other part 
defcending to the fouth, forms the Tamar. A t the diftance o f t e n miles from its 
fource it w e s name to the fmall panih and village of North Tamarton, where 
it is crofted by a ftone bridge. In its courfe it receives many fmall ftreams ; and 
at Polfton Bridge, a large fair ftone fabric ere&ed, as Leland fays, by the ab-
bey of Taviftock, it becomes a wide and rapid ftream. As it continues its 
courf- it paifes under another, called Graiftun, or Greyftone Bridge, about twen-
ty miles from its fource. The ftream ftill encreafing by the conflux of other wa-
ters paifes under a high ftrong ftone bridge at Stoke-Clymfland, or Stokelym-
fland not far fouth of Greyftone. The bridge at Stokelymiland was called Haut 
Bridge i. e. Hi°"h Bridge but this name by degrees degenerated into Horfe-
bridSe.' A t a Snail diftance it paifes under another bridge, fometimes called 
Calftock Bridge, from the pariih in which it ftands ; and fometimes New Bridge. 
Five miles farther down, the Tamar becomes afpacious harbour; and paffing within 
half a mile of Saltaih, an ancient borough* it is joined by the creek and river 
called Lynher and then paffing ftraight forward, forms the noble harbour call-
ed Hamoze, a Saxon word, fignifying the wet or oozy habitation or diftrift. A t 
this place it makes two large creeks on the weft, one called St. John's, the 
other^Millbrook and one creek on the eaft, called Stonehoufe Creek ; and then, 
after a courfe of about forty miles nearly fouth, it falls into the fea. 

The Camel was anciently called the Cablan, by a contraction of the words 
Cabm-Alan, the crooked Alan ^ for Alan was its proper name. It was alfo fome-
times called Dimmere^ the water of the hills but it is now called Cam-el, a name 
fignifying the C r o o k e d River. It rifes about two miles north of the borough of 
Camelford, and after a courfe of about twelve miles, it becomes navigable for 
barc-es : a few miles further, it runs by Eglos-hel, that is, the church on the ri-
ver^ where it receives a fmall ftream, called the Laine, fuppofed to have been 
o r i g i n a l l y called the Eleim, a name fignifying a Young Hind, from the fwifcnefs 
ofTts courfe : about a mile farther it runs mnder the largeft bridge in this county, 
called Wade Bridge. The erection of this bridge was undertaken by the vicar 
of Epiofhei, in the year 1460, whofe name was Lovebon, as a work of publick 
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utility, there being at that time a ferry which could be plied only when the tide 
was in i and when the tide was out, the ford was very dangerous. T h e expence 
of this noble work was greatly difproportioned to his circumftances ; and in the 
courfe of the work many difficulties arofe, by which a mind, lefs ardent and lefs 
firm, would have been driven from its purpofe. The foundation of fome of die 
piers proved fo fwampy, that after many other expedients had been tried, with-
out fuccefs, they were at k i t built upon woolpacks. But Lovebon, whatever 
were his difficulties and dilcouragements, perfevered, and being ailiiled by the 
bounty of others, whofe affiftance he follicited with unwearied application* when 
his own powers were exhaufted, he lived to fee his bridge compleated as it now 
ftands, with feventeen arches ftretching quite crofs the valley, to the great emo-
lument of his country, and the immortal honour of his name. 

Small barks of fifty or fixty tons come up to this bridge, and fupply the coun-
try with coals from 'Wales, and with lime, timber, and grocery, from Briftol. 
About a mile below this bridge, the Camel forms two fmall creeks to the eaft, 
and loon after two others to the weft ; after it has flowed about a mile faVther, 
it reaches Padftow, an ancient town, where there is a pier, and fome trade from 
Ireland, Wales, and the Briftol Channel A t this place it is near a mile wide j 
and there is a ferry boat to crofs it. About two miles below the town, the fea 
has thrown a bar of land acrois the haven, which prevents ihips of more than 
200 tons from coming in at all, and renders it dangerous even for fmaller ihips 
to come in, except when the tide is high, and the weather fair. 

Befides the Tamar and the Camel, there are in this county the Lynher, the 
Tide, or Tidi, the Seaton, the Loo, the Duloo, the Fawy, the Fal, the Hel, 
the Lo, and the Heyl j befides feverai creeks that run up from the fea. 

The Lynher is fuppofed to derive its name from a lake which it makes a little 
before it joins the Tamar at Hamoze. Lyn, in the Cornubritiih language, fig-
nifies Lake, and her fignifies long Lynher therefore is Long Lake. This river 

.rifes on fome hills, in a pariih called Altarun, about eight miles weft of Launce-
fton ' and after a courfe c f about twenty-four miles, falls into the Tamar. In 
the fummer the fcream is fmall, but in winter rapid, wide, and dangerous, fre-
quently overflowing its banks, and carrying away ricks, barns, and houfes, and 
whatever elfe happens to be in its way. 

T h e Tide, or Tidi, rifes on the fouth fide of a hill, called Caradon Hill, 
near Leikard, a parliament borough, and fails into the Lynher, a little below 
another ancient borough, called St. Germans. 

The Seaton is probably fo called from Seaton, or Sea Town, a town which an-
ciently flood where this river falls into the fea, but which has been long iince 
(wallowed up by the encroachments of the waves. It rifes in fome high lands, 
called St. Clare, about four miles to the north-eaft of Leikard i and its whole 
courfe is about twelve miles. 

The Loo, or Eaft Loo, is fuppofed to derive its name either from the Welch* 
Lhiich, or the Cornubritiih Liih, the fame with the Iriih Lough, and the Scots 
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Loch which are the fame with our Lake, Pond, or Pool, and to have been fo 
called from the large pool which it. makes every full tide between two boroughs, 
called from the river Eaft Loo and Weft Loo. The Loo, as well as the Sea-
ton has its rife in the high lands of St. Clare, and after a courfe of about ten 
miles falls into the fea. A bridge croifes this river from Eaft Loo to W e f t 
Loo it is built of ftone, over fifteen arches, and is one hundred and forty-one 
yards' long, and fix feet three inches wide between the walls. 

The Duloo, that is the Black Loo, or as it is fometimes called, the Weft 
Loo, rifes in a' parifh called St. Pinock, and after a courfe of about feven miles, 
falls into the Eaft Loo. 

The Fawy, or Fauwy, derives its name from Fau, a hole or ditch, and W y , 
water. It rifes in a moor, called Fauwy Moor, not far from a mountain called 
Brownwilly, which is one of the higheft in the county. It paifes under fix 
bridges; and having received feveral rivulets, in a courfe of fix and twenty miles, 
it falls into the fea between two old towers, that were built in the reign of Ed-
ward the Fourth. 

The Fal, or Fala, rifes at a place called Fenton Val, that is, the fource of Val 
or Fal, about two miles to the weft of fome hills, called Roche Hills ; and after 
a courfe of about twenty miles, falls into the fea, forming an harbour near a 
mile wide, fecured with hills and winding creeks, with a deep channel, and a 
bold fhore. In this harbour it is faid an hundred fhips may anchor, and no one 
fee the other's top ; it is alfo fituated conveniently for getting clear of the Chan-
nel, and yielding only to Milford Haven, on the coaft of Wales, it is reckoned 
the fecond harbour in Great Britain. There is however a large rock near the 
middle of it, the top of which is below high water mark, but no damage hap-
pens from it, becaufe the heirs of Killegrew, the lords of a caftle, called Penden-
nis Caftle, which guards the entrance, are obliged to keep a tall pole fixed on the 
higheft part of it, fo that its fituation is always feen and avoided. 

The Hel, the name of which is equivalent to river, iilues from fome hills 
near Penhal Guy, i. e. water coming from the head of a hill • and after a courfe 
of about fix miles, falls into the fea, where it forms a haven, and is near a mile 
wide. 

The Lo, or Lo6, called the Loo in Kerrier, the name of the hundred through 
which it flows, to diftinguiih it from the Eaft and Weft Loo, rifes in the north 
part of a parifh called Windron ; and after a courfe of about fix miles, falls into 
the fea, having firft formed a lake, called Loo Pool. 

The Hel, or Heyl, in Penryth, rifes from four brooks, about three miles 
north of a town called St. Erth ; and after a courfe of more than five miles, falls 
into the fea at St. Ives Bay. 

Thefe are all the rivers in Cornwall that are navigable in any fart of their 
courfe the others are too incopfiderable to be particularly mentioned. 

A I R 
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A I R and S O I L . 

Fo ur fifths of the outline of this county being waihed by the iea the air is ne-
ceiTarily more damp than in places that lie remote from the coaft. A dry fum-
mer is here extreamly rare ; but the rains are rather frequent than heavy; and 
there are few days fo wet, but that fome part of them is fair, and few fo cloudy, 
but that there are intervals of funihine. Storms of wind are more fudden and 
more violent than within the land, and the air is impregnated with fait, which 
rifes with the vapours from the fea; this quality of the air is very unfavourable 
to fcorbutic habits ; it is alfo hurtful to ihrubs and trees, and in 'general to ten-
der ihoots of whatever kind, which after a ftorm, which drives the fea air upon 
them, generally appear ihriveled and have a fait taile ^ for this reafon there are 
no fuch plantations of wood on rifing grounds, nor any fuch hedge-rows of tall 
trees in Cornwall, as there are in the northern counties of England,''which, though 
farther from the fun, are not expofed to blafts from the fea^ 

In Cornwall however, the winters are more mild than in any other part of the 
ifland, fo that myrtles will flourifh without a green-houfe, if they are fecured from 
the fait winds that blow from the fea; the fnow feldom lies more than three or 
four days upon the ground, and a violent ihower of hail is fcarce ever known. 
The fpring ihews itfelf early in buds and bloffoms, but its progrefs is not fo quick 
as elfewhere. The fummers are not hotter in proportion, as the winters are lefs 
cold; for the air is always cooled by a breeze from the fea, and the beams of 
the fun are not reflected from the furrounding water with fo much ilrength, as 
from the earth j it happens therefore, that though Cornwall is the moil fouthern 
county in England, yet the harveft is later, and the fruit has lefs flavour, than 
in the midland parts. 

As the county abounds in mines, the air is filled with mineral vapours, which 
in fome parts are fo inflammable as to take fire, and appear in flame over the 
grounds from which they rife. But notwithftanding the faline and mineral particles 
that float in the atmofphere, the air of Cornwall is very healthy ; for it is in a great 
meafure free from the putrid exhalations that in other places rife from bogs, 
marihes, and Handing pools ,-9 and from the corrupt air that ilagnates in the dead 
calm that is often found among thick woods. In Cornwall, the country is open, 
the foil in general found, and the air a-ways in motion, which may well atone for 
any noxious effluvia fuppofed to rife either from mines or the fea, 

The foil of Cornwall is of three kinds, the black and gritty, the fhelfey and 
flattey, and the ftiff reddifri foil, approaching to clay. 

T h e higheft grounds are covered with the black foil • and on the tops and fides 
of hills it bears nothing but four grafs, mofs and heath, which is cut up in thin 
turfs for firing; and in places where the ground is level or hollow, fo that the 
rain cannot run off, which are few, and but of frnall extent, it is fo rmed into 
bogs and marihes; thefe bogs yield nothing ufeful but a thick br ick tu r f , full of 
the matted roots of fedge grafs, the j uncus, and other marih plants, which when 
perfectly dry, make a ilrong fuel. ' In crofts farther down f rom the hills, this 
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11 1 r «1 r ^ winterino- for horned cattle, and bears good potatoes, rye, 
black foil ferve s as Q f R a y •, in fields it bears barley and oats, and ferves as 

S ^ r t T ^ S ^ i B d o n i yields any advantage when it is fown 

with wheat . 
T h e ihelfey ilattey foil is found chiefly in abou t the middle of the c o u n t y , this 

is r e c k o n e d to bear better corn, efpecially whea t , and a ftronger ipme of grafs 

than the black. 

T h e reddiih loamy foil, which is moil common on level grounds and gentle de-
d iv ides , is of a clofer texture, and yields be t t e r crops. 

But thefe three foils are not always found d i f t i n d from each other, bu t in ma-
ny places are mixed in a great variety of proport ions. 

In the mines of this county there are of ten f o u n d the ochrous earths of me-
tal the rufty ochre of iron, the green and b lue ochres of copper and the pale 
v e l l o w ochre of lead, the brown yellow of tin and the red ochre of brfmuth the 
oc re of lead, in its natural ftate, mixes well with oil, and gives a colour be-
tween die light and brown ochre 5 as it is folid, and will not fly off, it might per» 
haps be ufeful in painting. 

T h e r e are alfo, in almoft every pariih, ftrata of clay for making brick, as well 
as white clay for tobacco pipes, bricks for fme l tmg houfes, and other purpofes, 
and a g r e a t variety of the clays called fteatites, f r o m their extreme refemblance to 
tallow f b u t no chalk has been yet difcovered. 

O f fea lands there is in this county a great variety fome are fpread in a ftra-
t u m on the higheft hills, and fome are found in clifts Ja r above the higheft fea 
mark ' On the fide of St. Agnes Beacon, one of the higheft hills on the fea 
fhore* at the Height of at leaft 480 feet above the level of the fea, the ftrata ap-
peared upon d i c i n g in the following order : the vegetable foil and common rub -
ble under it fiw feet deep ; of fine white and yellow clay fix f e e t ; under this a 
layer of fand like that of the fea be low; fix feet under this a layer of rounded 
fmooth ftones, fuch as are found on the beach, then a layer of white ftoney rubble 
and earth four feet deep, and then the firm rock, within which are veins of tin. 

N A T U R A L P R O D U C T I O N S , 

T h e natural products of this county are wheat , barley, oats, and r y e ; of 
which, in a plentiful year, fome can be fpared for exportation ; in a moderate 
year, there is ju f t a Efficiency for home confumpt ion ; and in a year of fcarcity, it 
is neceifary to purchafe f rom other counties. 

A m o n g the products of this county, may be reckoned the ftones that are ufed 
for bui lding or for ornament. 

furface of the ground in almoft every part of Cornwall, yields an opaque 
whitifh cryftal, commonly called white fpar , in great p l e n t y ; thefe are ufed 
inly to repair the roads and face hedges. 
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O n the fouth-eaft coaft, between Leikard and the Tamar, there are feme quar-
ries of flate, which is exported in coniiderable quantities. A n d at a place called 
Denyball, not far from Boffiney, on the north coaft, there is a quarry of flate 
for covering roofs, faid to be the fineft in the world. T h e whole quarry is about 
300 yards long, and 100 wide-, the deepeft part is judged to be about forty fa-
thom below the grafs, the green fod reaches downward about one foot, a yellow 
brown clay two feet more, then the rock, which, to the depth o f twelve fathom, 
confifts of a lax ihattery flate, which is fit for nothing ; then comes a firmer 
brown ftone, which becomes ftill browner in the air, and is fit both for paving 
and roofing this is called the top ftone, and the ftratum is ten fathom deep •> 
under this lies the fine flate, which is called the bottom ftoneit is of a grey 
blue colour, and of a texture fo dole, that it founds upon being ftruck, like 
metal. 

A t St. Columb, farther towards the Land's End, on the north coaft, there is 
a quarry of free-ftone, of which no ufe is made, though it might well ferve all 
the purpofes of Portland, but it is not quite fo fine. 

T h i s county alfo abounds with coarfe granites of various colours, and different 

degrees of continuity. 

There are alfo feme quarries of marble, but it is not remarkable either for its 
beauty or ufe : but there are no gravel pits where pebbles and flints lie in heaps 
and ftrata, though the beach of the bays and creeks is ftrewed with an infinite 
variety of both. 

M r . Ray fays, that the ftone called the warming-ftone, has been found in 
Cornwall. This ftone, when once heated, will continue warm eight or ten hours, 
and is faid to relieve feveral kinds of pain, efpecially that which arifes from the 
internal hemorrhoids. 

T h e fwimming-ftone has alfo been found in a copper-mine near Redruth, a town 
not far from St. Ives Bay, on the north coaft: it confifts of re£iilinear lamina, 
as thin as paper, interfe&ing each other in all directions, and leaving unequal 
cavities between them: a ftructure which renders the ftone fo cellular as to fwim 
in water. 

Several kinds of the afbeftos, or amiantus, a ftone fo fibrous that linen has 
been made of it, which fire would not confurne. T h e art however of making 
linen of this ftone is now loft. 

Gems of feveral kinds have been found in the tin-mines, but fo fmall as not to 
be critically examined without a microfcope •» particularly topazes very highly co-
loured, rubies as red as a carbuncle, hyacinths and amethyfts. 

O f cryftals there is great variety, both figured and plain. 

Another produdt of this county is femimetal, of which there is a great variety > 
bifmuth, fpeltre, zink, naptha, antimony, lapis calaminaris, and molybd^na, 
or pencil-lead cobalt, a fubftance containing arfenic, zaffer and finale; and 
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mundic, called alio marcafite, which contains arfenic, fulphur, vitriol, and mer-
cury. 

But the principal product of Cornwall is tin and copper thefe metals are 
found in veins or fiifures, which are fometimes filled with other fubftances, and 
the fubftance, whatever it is, with which thefe fiifures are filled, is in Cornwall 
called a lode, from an old Anglo Saxon word, which fignines to lead, as the 
miners always follow its diredtion. The courfe of the fiifures is generally eaft and 
weft, not however in a ftraight line, but wavy, and one fide is fometimes a hard 
ftone, and the other loofe clay. Molt of thefe lodes are impregnated with me-
tal,, but none are impregnated equally in all parts. Thefe lodes are not often 
more than two feet wide, and the greater part are not more than one ; but in 
general, the fmaller the lode the better the metal: the direction of thefe lodes is 
feldom perpendicular, but declines to the right or left, though in different de-
grees. 

Tin is the peculiar and moil valuable product of this county ; it affords em-
ployment, and confequently fubfiftance to the poor, affluence to the lords of the 
foil, a confiderable revenue to our prince of Wales, who is duke of Cornwall, 
and an important article of trade to the nation, in all the foreign markets of the 
known world. 

This metal is found either collected and fixed, or loofe and detached; it is 
found colle&ed either in a lode, or in a horizontal layer of ore, called a floor, or 
interfperfed in grains and bunches in the natural rock. It is found loofe and de-
tached,. either in fingle feparate ftones, called fhodes, or in a continued courfe o f 
fuch ftones called, the beuheyl, i. e. the living ftream ; for when a ftone has no 
metal in it, the tinners fay it is dead j or laftly, in a powder by itfelf. 

A floor is fometimes found at the depth of many fathom, and the fame ore 
is fometimes. found in a perpendicular lode for many fathom, and then diffufed 
into a floor. The mines in which there are thefe floors are very dangerous, for 
great care muft be taken to fupport the vaft mafs that is undermined by digging 
out a horizontal ftratum of ore, at the depth of many fathoms below : forwant 
of this caution, which cannot be carried into execution without confiderable ex-
pence, the ground over one of thefe floors, for a very confiderable compafs, funk 
down, without the leaft notice, and at once killed and buried all that were be-
low, and indeed all that were above,, within the compafs of the ground that gave 

Tin, in a pulverifed ftate, is found only upon the banks of creeks and rivers 
and open bays, where it is probably thrown by the water, after havino- been 
waihed from fome lodes that lie bare to the fea. & 

Copper is no where found richer, or in greater variety of ores: than in Corn-
wail j though the mines have not been worked with much advantage longer than 
nxty years.. The moil common ore is of a yellow brafs-colour ; but there°is fome 
green, fome blue, fome black, fome grey, and fome red; the green, blue, and 
black yield but little ; the grey contains more metal than the yellow,, and the red 
more than the grey. There are befides, in almoft all the confiderable mines, 
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fmall quantities of malleable copper, which the miners, from its purity, call the 
virgin ore. l*ftis is combined and allayed with various fubftances fometimes 
with bafe cryftal, fometimes with a gravelly clay, and fometimes with the ruft of 
iron : its figure alio is very various; fometimes it is in thin plates, ihaped like 
leaves, fometimes it is in drops and lumps, fometimes branched, fringed, or 
twifted into wires, fometimes it ihoots into blades, croiled at the top like a dag-
ger, and fometimes it has the appearance of hollow fillagree it has alfo been 
found in powder, little inferior in luftre to that of gold; in a congeries of com-
bined granules, and fometimes in folid mailes offeveral pounds weight, maturat-
ed, unmixed, and highly poliihed. 

T h e annual income to the county from copper, is at this time nearly equal to 
that from tin; and both are fiill capable of improvement. T h e water in which 
the copper ore is waihed, has been lately difcovered to make blue vitriol of the 
beft kind and the water which comes from the bottom of the mines, and which 
is now fuffered to run off to wafte, is fo ftrongly impregnated wTith copper, that 
if it was detained in proper receptacles, it would produce great quantities of 
malleable copper without any hazard or attendance, and without any other charge 
than the purchafe of a much lefs quantity of the moil ufelefs old iron ; for old 
iron, immerfed in this water, will in about fourteen days produce much more 
than its weight of what is called copper-mud,, whence a great proportion of purs 
copper may be obtained. 

One ton of iron being thrown into a drain of a copper-mine in Ireland, pro-
duced, in about a year, one ton nineteen hundred and an half weight of copper-
mud, and each ton of mud produced fixteen hundred weight of the pureft * cop-
per ; fo that in this inftance the quantity of copper taken out of the drain, was 
much greater than the quantity of iron put in. 

It is alfo probable that filver might be found, if the lodes of copper were pro-
perly traced with that v iew; for the mine of Oiloquee in Peru, was at the top al-
moft all copper, and every fpade's breadth as the miners dug downward, the ore 
grew more and more rich in filver, till at length the filver was found, without 
any mixture of other metal. And in the mines of Cornwall, filver has been fre-
quently found in the perfuit of a vein of pure copper, 

Befides tin and copper,, Cornwall produces iron, though there are no mines of 
this metal yet worked in the county., 

Lead is. alfo. found in fame parts of the county, but the greater part is what 
the miners call potter's ore. 

Gold in very fmall quantities has fometimes been difcovered in the tin ore * 
and Mr. Borlale, the author of a late hiftory of Cornwall, from which this ac-
count is principally taken, thinks more may probably be found, if it is fkilfully 
and diligently fought. 

"With refpect to trees, whether of the foreft or orchard, there is fcarce any 
thing peculiar to this county. T h e plants and herbage, both of the field and 
garden, are alfo nearly the fame as in other counties -9 and the fea plants, are not 
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different from thofe found on other parts of the coaft; neither is there any ani-
m S w L d S of the air, earth, or water, tha t is peculiar to this county, except 
the pyn hocorax, a crow with a red bill and red feet, called the Cornifn chough, 
and the leal, or Yea-calf, which is frequently found in the caves and other parts 
of the ihores which are leaft frequented. 

C I V I L and E C C L E S I A S T I C A L D I V I S I O N S . 

This county is divided into nine hundreds, and contains one and thirty towns, 
which are incorporated, or have a market; for as fome market towns are not cor-
porations, fome corporations have no market. It lies in the diocefe of Exeter, 
and province of Canterbury, and includes, according to Camden and Speed, 
one hundred and fixty-one parifh churches ; according to others one hundred 
and eighty s and in Martin's Index Villaris, they are laid to be one hundred and 

ninety-eight. 

M A R K E T T O W N S , 

The towns are, Bodmyn, Bofcaftle, Boffiney, Camelford, Columb Magna, 
Fail Loo Falmouth, Fowey, St. Germans, Grampont, Helilon, St. Ives, Kel-
lincrton, Launcefton, Leikard, Leilwithiel, Market Jew, St. Maws, St. Michael, 
Moufe Hole, Newport, Padilow, Penryn, Penfance, Redruth, Saltaih, Strat-
ton, Tregony, Truro, Woodbridge, and W e i l Loo. 

B O D M Y N , or B O D M A N , in Corniih Bos Venna, of which I find no interpreta-
tion, is diftant from London 263 miles, and governed by a mayor, twelve alder-
men, twenty-four common council, and a town clerk, who have a toll and lands 
to the value of about 2001. per annum. 

This town lies between two hills, almoil in the center of the county, a filia-
tion which renders it lefs healthful than any other part of Cornwall. It confifts 
chiefly of one ftreet, which is near a mile long, running from eaft to weft, and 
containing about three hundred houfes. The hill on the fouth fide effe&ually 
intercepts0 the fun as well as the air; and the back houfes, confifting of kit-
chens, ftables, and other buildings, of more convenience than cleanlinefs, fays 
Carew, being built upon the declivity, are afcended by fteps, and the filth is by 
every heavy ihower wailied down through the houfes into the ftreet. 

The hill on the north fide is not quite fo fteep, and therefore does not fubjed 
the houfes to equal inconvenience ; but the water which fupplies the town from 
the conduit runs through the church-yard, which is the ordinary place of burial 
both for the town and parifh. Such however was the condition of Bodmyn, when 
Carew publiihed his Survey of Cornwall. How much it has been fince improv-
ed, appears no otherwife than from the filence of later writers, with refpett to 
thefe dlfadvantages. The church however is the largeft in the county, and had 
once a fpire, but that was deftroyed by lightening in the year 1699. The re-
mains of an epifcopal palace and priory are ftill to be feen ; and there are veftiges 
of many other buildings, which ihew that this place was in ancient times much 
more confiderable than it is now ; and indeed fo lately as the time of Henry the 
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Fiph th , it was deemed the largeft town in the county, though whether that dif-
tin&ion is loft by the increafe of other places, or the diminution of this, does not 
appear. 

In this place is the iherifPs prifon for debtors, and a f ree fchool, maintained 
partly by the duke of Cornwall, and partly by the corporation. T h e principal 
-manufacture is yarn, for which Bodmyn was once the only ftaple m the county, 
bu t in this it is much decayed. 

B O S C A S T L E , originally called B O T T E R E U X - C A S T L E , f rom a caftle built here by 
the anceftors of the family of that name, is diftant from London 18 6 miles, and was 
in ancient times a place of confiderable note, bu t is now a mean piace, though a 
market town. T h e ruins of the caftle are ftill to be feen. 

B O S S X N E Y , called alfo T I N T A G E L and T R E V E N A , is 252 miles f rom London , 
and governed by. a mayor and burgeffes. Th i s town ftands upon two rocks, one 
of which is on the main land, and the other in the fea. T h e two parts were for-
merly ioined together by a draw-bridge, which has been fmce deftroyed by the 
fall of the cliffs 011 the farther fide, which has filled u p the fpace between the two 
parts of the town ; bu t the pafiage over thefe cliffs is extremely troublefome 
and dangerous. T h e farthermoft point of the rock that was lurrounded by the 
fea, is called Blackhead, and is well known to mariners, I t is wholly inacceffible 
by water, except at one place towards the eaft, and there i t is very difficult and 
incommodious. 

In this place it was, in Carew's t ime, fenced with a wall, through which there 
was an entrance by an iron gate to the declivity of the rock, which was very 
fteep and cragoy ; and there is a cave under this rock or ifland, which reached 
quite t h r o u g h l t to the main, on the other tide of the draw-bridge, and was na-
vigable for boats, at full fea-, bu t the farther end of it is now ftopped by the 
f t u p e n d o u s f ragments of the rock that have fallen down ; and when the pafiage 
was open, the fubterranean darknefs and rude a f p e d of the cavern, gave it fo 
horrid an appearance, that few ventured to go through it On the rock above, 
are the ruins of a caftle, faid to have been the birth-place of the Bntiih k ing A r -
thur T h e place at this t ime is very inconfiderable, being little more than the 
rains of ancient buildings, moft of which were of ftone, joined together by a ce-
ment , fo ftrong, that where the ftone itfelf is wafted away, this frequently re-
mains. ~ 

C A M E L F O R D , 2 5 0 miles f rom London , draws its name f r o m the ford over the 
' Camel. I t ' is'iaid to have been incorporated by king Charles the Firf t , and 

governed by a mayor, eight aldermen, a recorder, and town clerk. T h e town 
f inal i and the inhabitants few ; of its buildings and trade our topographers 

river 
is gov 

-is 
: have made no mention 

C O L U M B M A G N A is fo called f rom a church which was built here, and dedi-
cated to St. Columba. T h e place is inconfiderable, yet the juftices for the fou th 
divifion keep their feffion and hold a court here once m three weeks, to deter-
mine all fuits, where the caufe of a&ion does not exceed the value oi forty ihil-
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W E S T L o w and E A S T L o w , fo called from their fituation on each fide of the 

river L o o or L o w , are diftant from London 232 miles, and joined together by 
a {lone bridge of fifteen arches. They were both incorporated by queen Eliza-
beth' Weft L o w is governed by twelve burgeifes, and Eaft Low by nine bur-
p-eifes, one of which is annually chofen mayor, with a court of aldermen and re-
corder. The manor of Eaft Low is held by the corporation of the dutchy of 
Cornwall, at the annual rent of twenty ihillings : the church is a chapel of eaie to 
the parilli of St. Martin's, in which the town ftands. It has a wall next to the 
fea, with a battery of four guns; and the inhabitants carry on a petty trade by 
fifhing for pilchards. 

Weft Low, which is alfo called Port Pigham, holds the manor of the dutchy, at 
the rent of twenty-four ihillings per annum. It had formerly a chapel ofeafe to the 
parifh of Talland, but that has been fince converted into a town-hall, and the in-
habitants go to Talland to church. The harbour is commodious, though not 
large, and the river is navigable for veffels of one hundred tons. 

F A L M O U T H , fo called from its fituation at the mouth of the river Fal, is diftant 
from London 282 miles. It is governed by a mayor and aldermen, and is the 
richeft and moil trading town in the county, being fuperior to any three of the 
boroughs that fend members to parliament. T h e harbour, which is guarded by 
the caftles of St. Maws and Pendennis, is defcribed in the account of the river 
Fal, by which it is formed. 

The town is well built, and has a church, which was formerly a chapel to that 
of the parifh of St. Gluvias ; but by an aft of the fixteenth of Charles the Second, 
it was made a pariih church. The cuftom-houfe for moil of the Corniih towns 
is at this place, where the principal colle&or of thofe duties refides. About the 
time of king William, packet-boats were eftabliihed here for Spain, Portugal, 
and the Weft-Indies, which has greatly increafed die trade of the place. Thefe 
veffels brines over great quantities of gold, both in fpecie and in bars ; and the 
merchants of Falmouth now trade with the Portuguefe in fnips of their own ^ 
they have alfo a confiderable fnare of the pilchard fiihery, which brings in very 
great profit. 

F O W E Y , or F A W E Y , fo called from the river on which it ftands, is diftant from 
London 240 miles, and is governed by a mayor, recorder, eight aldermen, a 
town clerk, and other officers, who hold the toll of the fairs and quayage of the 
harbour, under the dutchy, af forty ihillings per annum rent. Fowey has a com-
modious haven in the Channel, and is both populous and extenfive, reaching 
more than a mile on the eaft fide of the river. ^ There was formerly a fort on 
each fide of the harbour, and a chain reaching^ from one to the other quite crofs 
the river. The remains of the forts are ftill vifible, but the chain has long fince 
difappeared, though it is faid to be ftill defended by blockhoufes and ordnance : 
It has a fine large old church, a free fchool, and a public hofpital. 

This place fiourifhed greatly in former times, by naval wars and piracies ; 
and the Fowey ihips having refufed to ftrike as they failed by fome of the Cinque 
ports, were attacked, but having defeated the aifailants, the inhabitants gained 
the honourable appellation of the Gallants of Fowey and the town, as a me-

morial 
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morial of her triumph, quartered the arms of all the Cinque ports with her own. 
This town is indeed a member of the Cinque ports, having obtained that pri-
vilege from Edward the Third, for fuccouring certain ihips of Rye that were in 
diftrefs. It has ftill a confiderabie ihare of the fiihing trade, eipecially of that 
for pilchards. 

SAINT GERMANS derives its name from St. Germanus, a bifhop of Burgundy, 
who came over hither to fupprefs the Pelagian herefy. It is diftant from London 
220 miles, and governed by a mayor, who is alio bailiff of the borough, and 
may make any houfe in it the prifon of the perfon he arreih. The mayor is affift-
ed by inferior magiftrates ; but the place is a mean village, confifting only of a 
few fiiher-men's cottages, built upon an irregular rock, in form of an amphi-
theatre, waihed by the river Tide, which abounds with oyfters. It was once a 
biihop's fee, and the ruins of the epifcopal palace are yet vifible at Cuttenbeck, 
about a mile and a half diftant from the town. The church is large and not ill 
built, with an epifcopal chair and ftalls for the prebends. There is a free fchool 
and a feffions houfe. The pariih in which this town ftands, which is alfo called 
St. Germans, is the largeft in the county, being twenty miles in compafs, and 
containing feventeen villages. It is fuppofed to include more gentlemen's feats 
and lordihips, than any other pariih in England. 

G R A M P O N T , fuppofed to have been called Grand-pont, Great Bridge, from 
its bridge over the river Fal, is 251 miles diftant from London. It is a corpo-
ration, governed by a mayor, eight aldermen, a recorder, and town clerk. It 
confifts only of one ftreet: it has a chapel of eafe to the pariih church, which is 
at Creed, about a quarter of a mile diftant from the town. The corporation is 
endowed with feveral confiderabie privileges, particularly freedom from all 
toll throughout the county, which are held of the dutchy, at the annual rent of 
twelve guineas, The inhabitants are laid to carry on a confiderabie manufacture 
of gloves, 

H E L S T O N , diftant 294 miles from London, is called in the Corniih language 
Hellaz, Helfton, or Hellaz, is faid to fignify Green Hall, a name fuppofed by 
Carew to be given to this place from the fait water about it, which is of a green-
iih hue. It feems however more probable, that the name is Hel's-Town, or the 
town on the river HEL. It was incorporated by queen Elizabeth, and is go-
verned by a mayor, aldermen, and common council. It is fituated on the river 
Cober, not far from its influx into the fea ; and is not only large but popu-
lous.. It confifts principally of four ftreets, built in the form of a crofs, through 
each of which runs a ftream of water. A t the interfettion of thefe ftreets ftands 
the market-houfe, which is a large convenient building. This town has alfo a 
guild-hall and a church, with a fteeple that is ninety feet high, and ferves as a 
fea mark. A little below the town is an harbour, by no means contemptible, 
where many of the tin ihips take in their lading. 

S T . I V E S , called originally S T . I I E S , from an Iriih female faint, whole name 
was Iia, is 278 miles from London, and governed by a mayor, twelve capital 
and twenty-four inferior burgeffes, with a recorder, and town clerk. St. Ives 
was an harbour in the Iriih fea, but it is now almoft choaked up with land, the 
eoaft from this place to the Land's End being a long-trad; of land banks, fo that 
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the people have been more than once forced to r emove . The town is now final!, 
but has a handfonie church, which however is b u t a chapel to the parifh of Uni-
lalant, and ftands fo near to the fea, that the waves often break againft it. There 
is alio at this place a free g rammar fchool founded by king Charles the Firft, of 
which the bifhop of Exeter , and the mayor and burgeffes are governors. The 
bay, called St. Ives Bay, which receives the river Heyl, or Hel, is much ex-
oofed to the north-weft wind, which has heaped the fands upon it that have ren-
dered it almoft ufelefs. T h e land between this place and Mount's Bay is not 
above four miles over, and is fo fituated, that neither the Brjtifh nor St. George's 
Channel is diftant above three miles ; and f r o m the hill ' the Iilands of Scilly 
may be d i f t ind ly feen in a clear day, though they are diftant above thirty miles. 
T h e inhabitants* before the harbour was ruined, carried on a confutab le trade 
in pilchards and Corniih flates, and had twenty or thirty fhips belonging to the 
harbour, the number of which is now greatly reduced. 

KELLJNGTON is diftant from London 199 miles 1 and though it has no charter 
of incorporation, is governed by a portreve, who is annually chofen at the 
court leet of the lord of the manor. It is fituated on the river Lyner, or Lyn- -
her, and is greatly fuperior to the majority of Corniih boroughs. It confifts of 
one o-ood broad ftreet, in which there is a church _ that is a chapel of eafe to the 
pariih of Southill, and a market houfe. Its chief trade is the woollen manu-
facture. 

L A U N C E S T O N was called Lanftuphadon, the Church of St. Stephen, and of this 
name Launcefton is a corrupt contradion. It is fituated on a riling ground near 
the river Tamar, and is diftant from London 208 miles. This town includes 
two ancient boroughs, called Dunhivid or Dunever, and Newport. Dunevet 
was probably fo called from its iituation on a D o w n ; and the name Newport 
needs no explanation. Launcefton was made a free borough by Henry the Third, 
and incorporated by queen Mary in 1555. It is governed by a mayor, recorder, 
and eight aldermen. It is faid to be a populous and trading town; though of 
the many books that were confulted for this epitome, there is not one that tells 
us of what articles this trade confifts. It has a parifh church, dedicated to St. 
Mary Magdalen, whole image is curioufly cut in the fide of a wall; and the re-
mains of a caftle, one part of which is now ufed as a gaol, and in another part 
the aflizes are held, or were held not many years ago. Indeed the fumrner af-
fixes are now conftantly held at Bodmyn, though, till a late a d of parliament^ 
they were held only at Launcefton, where the knights of the fhire are ftill elect-
ed. I t has a free fchool, and two charity fchools -9 the free fchool was founded 
by queen Elizabeth, and the charity fchools are fupported by private contri-
butions. They are for the benefit of children of both fexes; and the girls, be-
fides reading, are taught to knit, fow, and make bone lace, and are allowed 
what they earn. By an ad made in the thirty-fecond of Henry the Eighth, for the 
repair of decayed Corniih boroughs, this town was endowed with the privilege of 
a fanduary, but it does not appear that thefe privileges have ever been claimed, 

LESKARD. The name of this place is of uncertain derivation ; though Les, in 
the Corniih language, fignifies broad, and Ker fignifies gone. It is diftant from 
London 229 miles, and was firft incorporated by Edward earl of Cornwall, in an-
cient times, and laft by queen Elizabeth, in virtue of whole charter it is govern -
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ed by a mayor and burgeffes, has power to purchafe lands, and to hold by per» 
petual fucceffion. It is feated upon a hill, and faid to be now one of the largeft 
and belt built towns in Cornwall; though in the time of James the Firft it confift-
ed of little elfe than the ruins of ancient buildings, which Ihewed that it had once 
been great. The church is large, and the town-hall is a handfome building, erod-
ed on itone pillars, with a turret, in which there is a clock that has four dials : 
this town has alio a curious conduit, a meeting-houfe, and a free fchool. It is 
faid to carry on a coniiderable trade with the neighbouring towns, in boots and 
fhoes, and to fpin confiderable quantities of yarn for the clothiers of Devonfhire. 
Near this town there is a park, where the late lord Radnor had a fine feat. 

LESTWITHIEL, or LESTUTHIEL, diftant 239 miles from London, is fuppofed 
to derive its name from the Corniih word Lofwithiall, which fignifies a Lion's 
Tail., The earl of this province bore the lion for his arms, and the principal 
ftrength of the lion being fuppofed to lie in his tail, and this town being anciently 
the earl's place of refidence, where his exchequer was kept, and the affairs of his 
government tranfaded, it is fuppofed, from thefe circumftances, to have been 
called the Lion's Tail, or Lofwithiall. It was firft incorporated by Richard earl 
of Cornwall, and has had other charters fince. It is governed by feven capital 
burgeffes, of which one is mayor, and feventeen affiftants, or common council; 
it is however at prefent much inferior to the neighbouring towns of Leikard and 
Bodmyn. Leftwithiel originally ftoocl upon a high hill, where there are ftill the 
remains of an ancient caftle, called Leftormin, or Reftormel, which was the 
duke's palace; but the town is now removed into the valley, and though it is 
well built, is not populous, becaufe the river Fawy, on which it ftands, is fo 
choaked with fand, that it is no longer navigable for the veffels, which in the laft 
age ufed to bring manufadures and commodities of various kinds quite up to the 
town, 

It has however ftill fome peculiar privileges: the common gaol for all the ftam 
naries and their feveral weights and meafures are kept here ; and this town holds 
the buihelage of coals, fait, malt, and corn in the town of Fowey, and the an-
chorage in its harbour, for which, and other liberties, it pays 111. 19 s. 10 d. 
jper annum to the dutchy of Cornwall. It has a church with a fpire, the only one, 
except that of Helfton, in the whole county. The great hall and exchequer of 
the dukes of Cornwall, were defaced by the rage of fanaticifm, in the year 1644, 
The trade that remains is in woollen manufadures. Among other memorials of 
the ancient fplendor of this place, as the metropolis of a principality, it was the 
cuftom for the freeholders to affemble on Low Sunday, one of whom was clreli-
ed in royal robes, with a crown on his head, and a fcepter in his hand, and was 
mounted on a horfe richly caparifoned, a diftindion which each of them enjoyed by 
rotation. He then proceeded through the town with a fword of ftate borne before 
him, and attended by the reft of the freeholders on horfeback, to the- church, 
where he was received by the prieft, and conduded with great folemnity to di-
vine fervice. When this duty was difcharged, he returned with the fame p o m p 
to a houfe appointed for that purpofe, where an entertainment was provided for 
him and his attendants, at which he preftded with royal dignity, being ferved 
upon the knee, with all the ceremony ufed to a ihvereign prince, in memory of 
the royalties appertaining to the honour of Cornwall, poileffed by the dukes in 
this town j but the cuftom has been now many years difufed. 

O 2 M A R K E T -
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M A R K E T - J E W , OF M A R K E T - J U , Jupi ter 's Marke t , fo called f rom the market: 

day, Tliuriday, die Jo-vis, in the Cornifh language Jem, is diilant f rom L o n d o n 
284 miles. T h e town, which is very inconfiderable, Hands upon a bay,, called 
Mount ' s Bay, and has a harbour,, which is neither commodious nor fafe. Th i s 
place is called Marazion in all the maps, and in all the books Market-Jew. 

S T . M A W S , fuppofed by fome to have been St. Mary 's , is about 282 miles f rom 
L o n d o n ; how it is governed does not appear, bu t it has a caitle, called St» 
Maws Caitle, which with another over againit it, called Pendennis caitle, and 
fa id to be the large ft in the kingdom, was built for the fecurity of Fa lmouth 
haven. T h e caitle has a governor, a deputy, and two gunners, with a plat-
form of guns y bu t the town is a wretched hamlet to the-pariih of St. Juft, with-
out either church, chapel, or meeting-houie. I t confifts bu t of one ftreet, 
which is built under a hill, and front ing the iea, T h e inhabitants fubfift en-
tirely by iiihing ; yet they have the honour to chufe two, members of parliament. 
T h e caitle of Pendennis has generally a fmall garrifon, 

ST. M I C H A E L ' S , iuppofed to have been originally Modijhsti, and to have been 
fainted by a vulgar error, after this, name was corrupted to M i c h a e l ; is dif-
tant from London 2 61 miles, and governed by an officer, called a portreve, who 
is annually chofen by a ju ry of the chief inhabitants, out of fix chief tenants, 
who are called deputy lords of the manor, becaufe they hold lands in the bo-
rough, I t is now a mean hamlet to the pariihes of Newland and St. En idore ; 
and though a borough, has no market. I t confifts of not more than thirty houfes, 
inhabited by poor people, who have neither trade nor privilege, but that o f f e n d ! 
ing two members, to parliament. 

M O U S E H O L E , 2 9 0 miles f rom London, lies alfo on Moun t ' s Bay, and is an har* 
bour for iiihing boats. Th i s place was formerly called Port-Inis, or the Por t of 
the I Hand, becaufe there is. a little ifiand ftands before it, called St. Cle-
ment 's . 

N E W P O R T , though it is included in Launcef ton, muf t be diftinguiihecl f rom it-
as it ftill retains its privilege of fending members to parliament. 

P A D S T O W , originally P E T R O C K - S T O W , derived its name f rom Petrocus, a Bri-
tiih hermit, who refided here in his ce l l I t is diftant from London 232 miles, 
is a corporation, governed by. a mayor and other officers, and is fituated on the 
river Camel, in the Briftol Channel : the harbour is the beft in the north part 
of the county, and capable of receiving many {hips of great burden, bu t it can-
not be entered without danger, except by a very ik i l ful pilot, as there are rocks 
on the eaft fide, and banks of fand on the weft. T h e principal trade of this 
place is in the Hate-tiles and herring fiihery. 

P E N R Y N is faid by fome to be fo called f rom its fituation on a woody hill Ten-
m fignifying a curled head. I t is diftant f rom L o n d o n 264 miles and having 
been incorporated by king James the Firf t , is governed by- a mayor, eleven al 
derrnen, and a common council of twelve, with a recorder and other officers 
who. are iovefted with a power to try felons in their jurifdi&ion. * 

f e n r y a , 
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Penryn is fituated upon a hill at the entrance of Falmouth harbour, near a 

caftle, called Pendennis Caftle, and has fo many gardens and orchards, that it 
looks like a town in a wood. It is well watered with rivulets, and has an arm of 
the fea on each fide of it, with a good cuftom-houfe, quay, and other neat build-
ings. In this town are the ruins of a collegiate church, founded by Brancomb, 
bilhop of Exeter, confiiting of a tower and part of the garden walls. There is-
alfo a free fchool, founded by queen Elizabeth, a prifon, and a guild-hall, but 
neither church nor chapel, according to fome writers, though the compilers of 
the Magna Britannia fay that it has two ; one in that part of it which ftands in. 
the parifh of Gluvias, and another in that part which ftands in the pariih of Rofk-
row. It does not however appear from any other work, that the town ftands in 
two parifhes; and this is fo full of manifeft contradictions, that it deferves no-
credit. Penryn is inhabited by many merchants, and carries on a confiderable 
trade in catching, drying, and vending pilchards, and in the Newfoundland 
fiihery. 

P E N S A N C E T S fuppofed to have been Pen-Saint, Saint's Head , the arms of the 
town being the Baptift's Head in a Charger ; but it feems more probable that it was 
originally either Pen-Sands, the Head of the Sands, or Penfavas,, the Head of 
the Channel, Penfavas agrees beft with the fituation of the place, which is im 
the bottom of Mount 's Bay, and it feems more probable, that the original name 
fhould have been in one language, than compounded of two ; the arms may 
have been given iince the name Penfavas was changed to Peniance, and fuppofed: 
to be compounded of Pen and Saint. This place is diftant 290 miles from Lon-
don. It is well, built and populous, and has many fhips, in which a confider-
able trade is carried on., 

R E D R U T H is diftant from London 273 miles j and as it lies in the midft of the 
mines, is made populous by the refort of the tinners. 

S A L T A S H is but 226 miles diftant from London, being the fir ft town in the 
county. Saltajh is fuppofed to be a corruption of Salteffe. * T h e town was an-
ciently called Villa de EJJL or Effe''s town, EiTe being the name, of feveral fami-
lies to this day. Villa de EiTe was a t length contracted to. Effe, and the word 
fait was afterwards added, becaufe it ftands upon the fea. I t was incorporated,, 
by a charter of Charles the Second, and is governed by a mayor and fix aldermen,, 
who are ftiled the council of the borough, and with the burgeffes may chufe a 
recorder. In this corporation the manor of the borough is v e i l e d ; and on the 
payment of eighteen pounds a-year, it has al l the tolls, of the markets and. 
fairs. 

Saltaili is fituated on the declivity o f a fteep hill, not more than three miles 
from the Dock of Plymouth, to which there is a ferry over the Tamar , called, 
the Crimble Paffage. T h e church of this town is a chapel of eafe to the parifh 
of St. Stephen, in which it ftands. It has a handfome market houfe and town 
houfe, ; with, a free fchool. This place, among other advantages, has a courtiof 
admiralty, with a coroner, a yearly revenue railed on its boats, and. barges,, a n -
chorage and foilage from all foreign veffels, the profits of the Crimble ferrey, 
and the right of dragging for oyfters, except between Candlemas and Eafter. 
The. harbour will.receive, ihips of any bur then ; and.the. inhabitants carry on a 

asms-
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confiderable trade in malt and beer: they alio furniih the inhabitants of Ply-
mouth Dock with almoft all the neceffaries that are fold at market; for they chufe 
rather to go by water to Saltafh market, in the town boat, than by land to the 
town of Plymouth, becaufe provifions are much cheaper at Saltafh than Ply-
mouth, and becaufe the boat, without any additional expence, brings home what 
they buy. 

There are fome merchants at this place who have iliips, that of late years have 
ufed the Newfoundland fiihery. 

STRATTON, diftant from London 211 miles, is faid to deferve note only for 
its orchards, gardens, and garlick. 

TREGONY, 256 miles from London, was incorporated b y king James the Firft, 
and is governed by a mayor, recorder, and twelve capital burgeifes. It ftands 
on the river Fal, which is navigable to this place from Falmouth. The chief 
manufacture is ferge. 

TRURO, diftant from London 274 miles, is fo called becaufe it confifts chiefly 
of three ftreets, as the Corniih word Truru fignifies. It was firft incorporated by 
king John, fince by queen Elizabeth, and is now governed by a mayor, four alder-
men, and a recorder. T h e mayor of this place is alfo mayor of Falmouth, and 
the quayage of goods laden or unladen there, belongs to this town. When the 
mayor is elefted, he is obliged by cuftom to deliver up his mace to the lord of 
the manor, till fixpence is paid for every houfe in the town, and then it is re-
delivered by the lord's fteward to the mayor again. 

Truro is fituated near the conflux of two fmall rivers, which almoft furround 
it, and form a large wharf, with a commodious quay for veffels of about 100 
tons. The ftreets are regular, and the church, which is a large Gothic build-
ing, not inferior to any in the county : no other public edifice is mentioned, ex-
cept a market-houfe, which is faid to be large, but is not particularly defcribed. 
The people of this town live and drefs fo elegantly, that the pride of Truro is 
one of the by-words of the county. The chief trade confifts in ihipping off tin 
and copper ore. The copper abounds between this town and St. Michael's, and 
the works are greatly improved fince the erection of the copper mills near Briftol. 

WAADERIDGE, or WARDBRIDGE is faid to be diftant from London 24S 
miles, though but five miles fouth of Padftow, which is faid to be diftant but 
232 miles. " It derives its name from the bridge over the Camel, of which an 
account has been already given in the defcription of that river. 

^ T o thefe towns and boroughs muft be added ST. AUSTIL, a place which is re-
giftered as a market town in feveral lifts, and diftinguiihed as fuch in many maps, 
yet is not mentioned either in Camden, the Magna Britannia, Carew, Blome 
Bowen, the Gazetteer, Borlace, or any other book among more than 200 vo-
lumes that were confulted for this work. It lies to the north of Grampont. 

It is alfo neceffary to add fome account of the rocks of Scilly, as they have been 
always deemed part of this county. The rocks of Scilly are about 140 fmall 
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¡Hands, that lie near 60 miles diftant from the Land's End, and are fuppofed to 
have been feparated from it, and from each other, by fome violent eruption of 
the fea, which is from forty to fixty fathom deep all about them. The largeft 
and moil fruitful is nine miles in circumference; it is called St. Mary's, and 
has a good harbour, with a caille, that was built by queen Elizabeth. Ano-
ther of them is called the liland of Scilly, from which the rocks took their name; 
thefe, and fome others, Hand high, and bear good corn, with fine pafture, 
abounding alfo with rabbets and cranes, herons, fwans, and other water f o w l 
They have alfo tin mines, and are well inhabited; but others are overflowed at 
high tides, and confequently are defart. 

A s thefe iflands lie in the middle, between the Briilol Channel on the north, 
and the Eqglifh Channel on the fouth, they have proved fatal to innumerable 
ihips, notwithstanding light-houfes have been ere&ed, and every other method 
taken to prevent it. 

N A T U R A L H I S T O R Y and C U R I O S I T I E S , 
remarkable P A R T I C U L A R S , &c. 

In this county there are feveral fprings, fuppofed to have medicinal virtue, Medicinal 
that are not known to be tinctured with any mineral. A t a village called Madern, waters, 
iituated under the hills a little to the north of Penfance, there is a well which is 
faid to cure pains and ftiffnefs in the limbs, by being ufed as a bath. Super-
ilitious perfons alfo refort to this well at certain times of the year, moon, and day, 
on a lefs juilifiable errand ; they drop pebbles or pins into the water, or fhake the 
ground about, and from the turns which thefe fmall bodies make in finking, or 
the bubbles that rife in the water, they determine by certain rules, what in ge-
neral will be their future fortune, or what will be the iffue of an amour or un-
dertaking in which they happen to be engaged. 

In the parifh of Saricred, among the hills to the weft of Penfance, there is 
another well that has been much celebrated for curing wounds and fores, and 
removing cutaneous eruptions. As a memorial of its virtue, a chapel was long 
fince built near it, and dedicated to St. Euinus; the ruins of it, confifting of 
much carved ftone, ftill remain, and ihew that it was once of confiderable note. 
Both thefe waters rife in a grey moor-ftone gravel, called in Corniih grouan, and 
are very cold and limpid, but not mineral. 

There is a third well of the fame kind, called Holy Well, about a mile and a 
half to the north-weft of St. Cuthbert's Church. St' Cuthbert's Church is in a 
fmall fandy bay on the fouth-well coaft, not far from St. Columb's. In this 
bay there are feveral caves, which have been wrought into the cliff by the north 
fea ; and in one of thefe caves, at the north-eaft point of the bay, at the foot of 
a high cliff, is this well There are fome rude fteps cut into the rock, which 
lead from the entrance, that is very low, to the height of many feet per-
pendicular ; the water is then feen diftilling from every part of the roof, and 
being collected in a little bafon, it flows from thence in a fmall ftream, not 
bigger than a reed. There are feveral fmall protuberances of the alabafter kind, 
hanging from the roof; and the floor of the rock is covered with the fame fub-
ftance *, and there is no production of the alabafter kind in any other part of the 
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county. The water of this well is greatly commended in fluxes, and other dis-
orders of the bowels j but upon trying the common experiments upon it, it does 
not appear to contain either Heel, alum, acid ialts, lulphur, or any other mineral 
principle. 

There are many chalybeat fprings in this county, particularly at Ludgvan, 
not far from Market jew. Mr. Borlace * fays that he knows two people, who by 
drinking, and walking the part affe&ed with this water, which is diuretic, and 
ipaffes forcibly by perfpiration, have been cured of the king's evil. 

Carew f mentions a well, called Scarlet Well, near Bodmyn, which he fays 
reprefents many colours, like thole of the rainbow, is much heavier than com-
mon water, and will keep without alteration, either in fcent or taile, the greatdt 
part of a year. Many miracles were faid to have been performed by this water 
about the time of the reformation but the neighbouring juftices of peace hav-
ino- detected the workers of thefe lying wonders, the miracle ceafed, and it is 
not now exactly known where the well was, 

Mr. Borlace has taken notice of this well but there is another mentioned by 
Gibfon, in his additions to Camden, of which he has taken no notice. This 
well is in the pariih of Penfance, and is called St. Madren's Well. There are 
many legendary fables concerning the virtues of it, but Gibfon adds in a note, 
that there were many inftances of its extraordinary virtue, too recent, and too 
well atteiled, to admit of fufpicion or doubt. Whether this water is fuppofed to 
have been impregnated with ^any mineral we are not told; but probably it is a 
chalybeat, and for that reafon paifed over by Mr . Borlace, who fays there are 
many fuch in the county : but as the effects of all are extreamly ilmilar, the 
mention of more than one would be unneceiiary. 

Mr. Borlace mentions a letter from one Yallack, an able apothecary and che-
mift at Plymouth, in which he . affirms, that a water, called Carn-key water, 
near Redruth, is impregnated both with iron and tin. 

No faline, aluminous, hot, bitter, fulphureous, or petrifying waters, have 
been difcovered in this county. But the waters in general are impregnated with 
mundic, in proportion to the quantity which they pais through, and the difpoii-
tion of the mundic, either to retain or communicate its noxious qualities. Mun-
dic is a mineral foffil, confifring of arfenic, fulphur, vitriol, and mercury, 
dreadful ingredients, yet the water is feldom poifonous, even in the mine, where 
it proceeds direftly from the body of the mundic lode, It is not however al-
ways innocent for the mundic in general will not yield its arfenic to water, yet 
fornetimes it yields either that or fome other poifon fo copiouily, that a tinner 
waihing a wound on his leg with a mundic water, in a mine at Ludgvan, it 
brought on a gangrene that killed him. At the fame time, the fumes of the mun-
dic in the fame mine were fo ftrong, that the labourers became pale and lan-
guid, and their cloaths retained effluvia in the higheit degree loathfome. It hap-
pened alio, that in the year 1739, a flock of geefe going as ufual into the river 
at Crowlefs, a village in the fame pariih, to drink, nine of them upon their re-

» KM- HlftJ Corn, p. 14» ' f Survey Corn, p. 26. 
turn 
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turn to the bank, lay down immediately and died. T h i s river is always of a 
red turbid colour, bu t both geefe and horfes drank it before that time, and fmce, 
wi thout mifchief, though it is remarkable that no filh can live either in this or 
any other brook that receives water thus impregnated f r o m the mines. 

T h e r e are fcarce any meteorological p h e n o m e n a which are not common to all The weather 

parts of a d i i l n d fo fmall as England ; yet there is an appearance in Cornwall, dog, a me» 
called by the country people a weather dog, and found to be a certain prognoftic £toi% 

of hard rain, which to Mr . Borlafe appeared new and fmgu la r . By his defcrip-
tion it rnuft look like a fquare piece cut off f rom the e n d of a large rainbow,, 
thrice as wide as a common rainbow^ but no higher than wide ; that which he 
faw appeared in the north-eail, about fix in the evening of the f if teenth of Auc ult 
1752, the wind at weft-north-weft, the iky cloudy, and the mercury moving t i p -
wards in the barometer ; foon after the mercury began to f a l l ; the next day about 
eleven, it began to ra in ; at one, the rain came down like a flood, and fo conti-
nued without intermiifion, till ten o'clock on the morn ing folio win o-. Th i s "ap-
pearance is very common in almoft all parts of England. ° 

T h e moil extraordinary phenomenon that ever appeared in the fea on this Earthquakes., 

coaft, was on the firft of November 1755, about two in the af ternoon, the day on 
which Li fbon was deftroyed by an earthquake : there was j u f t then a dead calm 
which left the vanes pointing to the north-eaft ; the mercury in the barometer 
was higher than it had been known for three years before, and the mercury in 
Farenheit 's thermometer flood at fifty-four. T h e fea at St . Michaels Moun t , af-
ter it had ebbed about half an hour, fuddenly rofe fix feet , and again retired 
in about ten minutes this flux and reflux continued every ten minutes for two 
hours and an half. I t came in with great rapidity f rom the fouth-eaft , and ebbed 
away to the weftward, whirling the boats that lay at the head of the pier, feme 
one way, and fome another.- T h e firft and fecond flux and reflux were ' no t fo 
violent as the third and four th ; for in thefe, and thole tha t immediately follow-
ed, the fea was as rapid as a mill ftream defcending to an underfhot wheel. A f -
ter about two hours, the undulations became gradually fa inter , and ceafed about 
the time of low water. 

T h e weftern parts of this county were on the fifteenth of Ju ly 1757, fhaken 
by an earthquake, which Mr . Borlafe fays was violent, t hough it did no 'damage 
to the flighted: building, nor even to the mines. 

A m o n g the natural curiofities of this county, a cove, or cave, called Kynan's F > 
Cove, is not the leaft confiderable. Kynan's Cove is f i tuated one mile and an Cove!'" 
half north-weft f rom the Lizard P o i n t ; the way down to it f rom the hill is ex-
tremely rugged and narrow, being only a fingle track worn by the horfes that 
carry fand.. T h e fand of the cove, which is entered by this path, is partly of a 
l ight colour, and partly g l i t te r ing; it is difperfed in many winding paffao-es 
among rocks, and vail maffes of the cliff, which lead to different grots of va-
rious fize and figure : thefe grots are wafhed too often by the tides to produce 
any cavernous plants ; bu t at the foot of the rocks many b a ions, or baths of wa-
ter , t ranfparent as cryftal, are formed in the fands by the eddy of the waves. 
T h e crevices in the rocks, which are feldom more than the twentieth of an inch 
wide, are full of a fmooth unctuous fubftan.ee, which greatly refembles bees-wax, 
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bath to the fight and touch ; and between the rocks, on the eaftern fide, there 
are a few fmall veins of the white and red marbled clay, which, from its- refem-
blance to tallow, which in Greek is called has obtained the name of flea-tiles. 
Woodward, in his Cat. vol. i . p. 6. fays that a confutable part of the cliff 
near the Lizard, confifts o f this earth. And Hill, who feems implicitly to have 
copied him, fays, « that the cliff of the Lizard Point is almoft wholly compofed 
of it." But this is fo far from being true, that about the cliffs there is fcarce 
any of this earth to be feen. It is found moil pure and in the greatefl plenty, about 
a mile farther to the north than Kynan's Cove, in a narrow valley, about two 
hundred paces from the top of the hill 

Poffil wood. O f fofiils the moil: remarkable in this county are trees of various kinds and fizes, 
that are found at confiderable depths below the furface of the earth. 

In the year 1740,, feveral pieces of oak, and one intire itock, about ten feet 
long, without branches, were found about four feet below the furface of a drained 
marfh, on the banks of the river Heyl, in Penwith, 

In the year 1750, another oak about twenty feet long, and twelve inches dia-
meter, was found at the depth of thirty feet, by a man who was digging for tin 
near the Land's End. T h e branches of this tree were full of leaves, the impref-
fion of which was left in the bed where it was found, which was the fame fhelly 
fand with that of the adjacent beach. Near this tree was found the ikeleton of 
an animal, fuppofed to be a deer the ikeleton was intire, but the horns were 
imperfect. The largeft piece was about two feet and a half long, and about as 
thick as a man's wriit. 

In the year 1753, feveral other pieces of horns, either of the elk or deer, were 
found in the fame place at the depth of twenty feet. 

Another fort of foffil tree have been difcovered in lakes, bogs, and harbours, 
in whole groves together,, ftanding perpendicularly as they grew. There was a 
tradition in Cornwall that a large traft of ground, on the edge of Mount's Bay, 
was a wood; and on the tenth of January 1757, after the fands had been drawn 
off the fhore by a violent fea, the remains of the wood appeared ; feveral trees-
with their branches and roots intire, were difcovered, though in a horizontal pof-
ture there were oaks, willows, and hazels. The place where thefe trees were 
found, was three hundred yards below fuil-fea-mark, and the water was about 
twelve feet deep upon them wThen the tide was in. 

Turtles. On the third of July 1756, two turtles were caught on this coaft, one about 
four leagues fouth of Pendennis Caftle, which weighed eight hundred weight, 
and the other off the Land's, End, which weighed near feven hundred weight,, 
after it had bled to death. 

A monftrous T h e black cattle of this county fometimes generate within the firit year, with -
f-rodattion, ©ut f u f e i n g either in their health or growth 5 neither have the monitrous or im-

perfect productions been many. T h e moil remarkable was a calf that was call 
in May 1751, with two. heads conjoined,, fou r ears, four eyes,, four noitrils, two." 
mouths* and two. back bones,, f rom the heads, to the end of. the ribs, where 

they 
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they grew into one, and were continued fingle to the tail. This monfter had no 
more than four legs, but it had two hearts, two livers, and all the inwards 
double, except the primas vise, f rom the ftomach downwards, which were fingle. 
It lived fome hours, and cried and lowed with two voices at the fame time. 

Wi th refped to other animals, nothing remarkable occurs, except that a dog Extraordi-

of the town of Saltafh ufed conftantly to carry viduals f rom the ho tile of one Par- nary circum-
kyns, to a blind maftiff that lay in a brake without the town, except on a Sun- fl^ce r^ la ted 

day, and on that day, inftead of carrying him his ufual portion, he uied to con- 0 a d o g ' 
d u d him to Parkyns's to dinner, and when the meal was ended, never failed 
to condud him back to his couch and covert again. This particular is related by 
Carew, who fays it was told to him by Parkyns himfelf. 

As to the inhabitants of Cornwall, they are diftinguifhed from thole of other rKhab*"tants 

counties by feveral peculiarities. of Cornwall j 

They were, till about two centuries ago, diftinguifhed by their language, a dia- tv;e;r i a r u 
lef t of that which, before the Saxon invaiion, was common to all Britain; l b differ- guage; * 

ent from the Welch and the Armoric, which are two other dialeds of the fame 
language, that thole who fpeak one of thefe dialeds, cannot converfe with thofe 
who fpeak another; the Cornifh is lefs guttural, and therefore fuppofed to be 
more pleaiing than the Welch. M r . Borlafe mentions feveral particulars of this 
tongue as fingularities. 

i ft, T h e fubftantive is generally placed before the adjedive. 2dly, T h e pre-
pofition fometimes comes after the cafe governed, gdly, T h e nominative and go-
verned cafe, and pronouns are often incorporated with the verb. 4thly, Letters 
are changed in the beginning, middle, or end of a word or fyllable ; and fome 
are omitted, fome added: and 5thly, a word is fometimes compounded of fe-
veral others, either for fignificance or found. 

As a fpecimen, the following proverbs are inferted. 

Nob na gare y gy, an gwra deveeder: 
H e that heeds not gain, muft exped lofs. 
Gura da, rag ta honan te yn gura : 
Do good, for thyfelf thou doft it. 

There was nothing printed in this language till Llhuyd, the antiquary, publifn-
ed his Cornifh. Grammar ; but there are two manufcripts in the Bodleian Library, 
which contain feveral interludes, or as the author calls them, ordinalie ; the fub-
j e d of the firft is the Creation of the world; of the fecond, the Paffion of our 
Lord Jefus of the third, the Refurredion ; and of the fourth, the Deluge. There 
is alio a Cornifn vocabulary in the Cottpn Library, which is printed by Mr. 
Borlafe, at the end of his Antiquities of Cornwall. 

This language was fo generally fpoken in Cornwall till the time of Henry the 
Eighth, that Dr. John Moreman, who was vicar of Menhynnet , or Menhinuick, 
near Launcefton, in that reign, was the firft who taught his parifhioners the 
Lord 's Prayer, Creed, and Commandments in Englifh, which now univerfally 
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prevails-, fo-that the Corniili language is not fpoken in converfation, in any part 
of the county. 

their fports, T h e fports of Cornwall are wreftling and hurling. 

Thefe manly fports, if they are not Cornifh by peculiarity, are certainly fo 
by excellence. The exercife of wreftling is too well known to need a particular 
defcription. Hurling is thus defcribed by Carewr the players are divided into 
two parties, each confifting of an equal number, and matched againft each other 
in pairs ; two buihes are pitched in the ground, at a confiderable diftance from 
each other, called the goals, which one pair of each party is allotted to guard; 
the reft draw into the middle between the two goals, with the ball, which is 
of wood, covered with filver, and is about three inches diameter; fome indif-
ferent perfon then throws it up, and whofoever can catch it, and carry it through 
his adverfaries goal, wins the game. But as foon as it is caught, the pair of the 
oppofite party that is matched againft the pair, one of which has caught the ball, 
immediately endeavours to ftop him, or trip up his heels; they are not at liberty 
to ftrike him, but he is allowed to keep them off by thrufting them in the breaft 
with his lift clenched, which they call butting: if he outrun, or keep off thofe 
who affail him in his way, he has ftill thofe to contend with who wait at the 
goal: if in wreftling, any part of the player's body who has the ball, touches the 
ground, or if being overpowered, he cry Hold, he muft then throw up the ball 
again, which being again caught, the fame ftrife is repeated till the game is over $ 
which feldom ends but with the day ; for he that has the ball, being always op-
pofed by two, it is feldom carried through the goal; however that fide carries off 
the honours of the field, which giving moft falls, keepeth the ball longeft, and 
preifeth his adverfary neareft to. his own goal. 

, Thefe wreftlings and hurlings are always practifed on holidays, particularly on 
the Monday and Tuefday after the Sunday which is kept every year in memory 
of the dedication of the parochial church. 

T h e Tinners. The tinners have fome holidays peculiar to themfelves, particularly the Thurf-
day one clear week before Chriftmas-day, which they call Jeu-Whyden, or White 
Thurfday, in commemoration of black tin being firft melted into white tin in 
thefe parts; for it was anciently the cuftom to export the tin ore unmelted. 

T h e tinmen alfo keep the fifth of March , in honour of St. Pi ran, a faint who 
is faid to have given their anceftors fome very profitable informations relating to 
the tin manufacture. ~ 

T h e tinners are indeed in many refpects a community diftinCt f rom the other 
inhabitants of the county. They have an officer, called the lord warden, who is 
appointed to adminifter juftice among them, with an appeal to the duke of Corn-
wall, in council, or to the crown. T h e lord warden appoints a vice, warden to. 
determine all It an nary difputes every month , and he conftitutes four ftewards, 
each for a particular diftrif t , who hold courts ' every three weeks, and decide by 
juries of fix, with an appeal to the vice warden, from him to the lord warden, 
and finally to the crown. They have alfo a parliament, confifting of twenty-four', 
gentlemen tinners, fix to be chofen. for each of the ftannary divifjons, byv the 
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mayor and council of the towns of luch divifion r e f p e d i v e l y . T h e towns are 

Launcefton, Leftwithiel, T ru ro , and Heli ton. T h e twenty-four perfons thus 
chofen are called ftannators, and chufe their fpeaker, who is approved by the 
lord warden. Whatever is enacted by this body of tinners,^ with the fubfequent 
affent of the crown, has all the authority, with r e f p e d to tin affairs, or an ad of 
the whole legislature. 

The re have been feveral remarkable inftances of longevity in this county, par- Inftances of 

ticularly a woman of Githian, near St. Ives Bay, who died in the year 1676, aged longevity; 
one hundred arid fixty four years ; and till a ihort t ime before her death, enjoyed 
good health and a found memory : and the reverend Mr . Cole, minifter of L a n -
dawidnek, near the Lizard Point , who died in 1683, aged more than one hun-
dred and twenty years. 

Carew mentions alfo feveral remarkable inftances of ftrer < 5! d adivity, par- of ftrength 
ticularly that one John Bray, who was his tenant, carried - . 1" back, 'a con- an<* adtrntp. 
fiderable diftance, fix buihels of wheaten meaL reckoning .akecn gallons to the 
bufhel, and the miller upon the whole. John Konume is alio U g to .have carried 
the whole carcafe of an ox with great cafe. One Kilt an, s pnioner in Launcefton 
gaol, lying in the Cattle Green upon his back, threw a vfone of feme pounds-
weight over the top of the tower that leads into the porch : and one John Chilew„ 
who was carrier o f L u d g v a n , in 175-7, was fo iirongly built, that a wheel of his 
cart, which, with the loading, could not weigh k f s than one and twenty hundred 
weight, went over his breaft without cruihing him, the whole preffure being fup-
ported by his ribs, without giving way. 

T h e wife of one Sibley, a fifherman of Penfance, lay without motion, fpeech, Extraordinary 

or apprehenfion, feven years and two days, being fed dur ing that time with milk, ca;es-
broth, fifh, and pota toes ; and afterwards, being feized with convulfions, fhe re-
covered her fpeech, memory, and health. 

Mr . Carew mentions one Grilling, a man that had b e e n long deaf, who could 
tell what was faid to him by watching the lips of the fpeaker , as Carew himfelf 
often experienced.. 

T h e moil remarkable event in this county, except the battles in which the Remarkable 

whole ifland was interefted, is the prefervation of Pen ryn , near the end or the prefervatioa 

fixteenth century, by the drums and t rumpets of a puppet ihow. ^ I t happened 0 enryn. 
that as forne Spaniards were fecretly landing to burn the town, the fhow-men 
were ju f t letting Sampfon upon the Philiftines, and the drums and t rumpets , 
which were founded upon that occafion,, being heard by the Spaniards, they ima-
gined that the place was alarmed, and that a fuperior force was coming again ft 
them, upon which they ran back to their fhips, and before another at tempt could 
be made, were obliged to. leave the coaft. 

T o thefe remarkable particulars, I fhall add two inftances of wanton cruelty,, |nf l-n c e ; e f 
which, to the honour of human nature, is fufhciently uncommon to be recorded w a n t o n 
in this epitome. Immediately after the infurredion had been quelled, which hap- ty. 
pen td in this county in the time of Edward the Sixth* one Anthony Kingf ton, 

1 ' ' who«, 
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who, to the diigrace of a noble order and profeff ion, was a knight , and provoft 
marfhal of the king's army, came into Bodmyn , and lent orders to the mayor to 
caufe a gibbet to be erected in the publick ftreet before his own houfe, by the, 
next day at noon, and at the fame time acquainted him that he would then come 
and dine with him, that he might be prefent at the execution of fame rebels, 
whom it would be neceffary to puni ih capitally, as a fanCtion to the law, and an 
atonement to the ftate. 

T h e mayor did as he was c o m m a n d e d ; and having provided a liberal enter-
tainment for his gueft , received a n d made h i m welcome at the time appointed. 

T h e noble knight , after he had been regaled by his unfufpeCting hoft, and 
pledged by him in wine, till he faw that his fpirits were exhilarated, and his 
heart was open, aiked him if the gibbet was r e a d y t h e man replied that it was, 
and Kingiton, with a fneer of wanton and diabolical cruelty, ordered him to be 
immediately hanged upon it. 

Carew attempts to palliate this horrid faCt, by faying that Kingiton a<£ted w not 
as a judge by difcretion, bu t as an officer b y direction," and that he had before 
given the mayor fufficient warning to fhif t for his fafety. But the f a d , which 
Carew with all its circumitances admits, be ing taken for granted, Kingiton alone 
muf t be anfwerable for every thing that is gui l ty and infamous in it. In the mere 
execution of a rebel, there could be neither infamy nor gu i l t ; and the mere ex-
ecution of a rebel muf t have been all that h e was commanded to perform. T h e 
concealment of thefe orders f rom the mayor, till the moment he executed them, 
the execution of them in the character of a gueft , the fuffering himielf to be 
treated and carefied in the confidence of hofpitali ty, and in the very height of 
-convivial cheerfulnefs, without notice or preparat ion, to take away the lifcT of a 
man whom he had thus perfuaded to regard him as a fr iend, muf t have been 
in compliance with the dictates of his own heart, and to gratify a difpofition 
which could deliberately anticipate and enjoy a pleafure fo horrid, that it could 
not, without the evidence of faCt, be believed poffible to a human beino-. T h a t 
this man had mercy, cannot be believed, and as no other motive can be ima-
gined for his giving the mayor notice of his danger, that he might efcape, this 
fact may reafonably be rejected as falfe : yet if it was true, it cannot mitigate the 
guilt of what followed ; for it appears plainly f rom the ftory, that the "mayor, 
not having been taken into cuftody, bu t being on the contrary vifited on fup-
pofed terms of friend Chip, by the only man f rom whom he could' apprehend dan-
ger, was lulled into per fe f t fecurity, merely that he might fuixer death with every 
poffible aggravation. 

T h e other inftance, a fiict equally attefted, would alone prove Kingiton to have 
been totally deftitute of all fenfe of humanity , generofity and honour. A mono-
other unhappy perfons, whofe erroneous zeal had betrayed them into this rebel-
hon, was a miller, who was fo beloved by a fervant, that the hone ft affection-
ate and generous ruftic, hearing that his mafter was to die, came to Kinefton 
and offered to die in his ftead, faying that he could never do his mafter b- t ter 
fervice. Kingiton, fo far f rom being ftruck with this uncommon inftance of he 
roiim, fidelity and friendffiip, told the poor fellow, that if he liked h a n g i n g fo 

well, 
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well, he ihould not be difappointed, and immediately ordered him to be 
tied up. 

Carew has thought fit to palliate this action alio, by faying that the man was 
equally guilty with the maiter, and that therefore Kingfton deferved the praife 
of mercy for fparing one, rather than the blame of cruelty to hang one for the 
other. I hope however, that there are few who do not think, that he who could 
make iuch an apology, deferves to fhare the infamy of the wretch for whom it 
is made ; for it appears inconteftibly that the miller's fervant fuppofed himfelf in 
no danger of fuffering on his own account, when he made an offer to fuffer for 
his maiter ; for if both had been to fuffer, the offer of one to fuffer for the other,, 
would have been abfurd. I t is therefore improbable that the fervant and maiter 
were equally gu i l ty ; and if they were, the fervant's offer to die, when he had 
the power to efcape, would lofe nothing of its merit, nor can the acceptance of 
the offer with infult and derifion, lofe any th ing of its obloquy. 

T h e r e is however a namelefs wretch, who has written an account of Cornwall: 
in a voluminous work, called Magna Britannia, et Hibernia Antiqua et Nova, 
whole heart appears to have been perfectly congenial with Sir Anthony ' s ; he 
relates the itory of the mayor and the miller in the following words. " T h e 
" Cornifh and Devonfhire men being rampant, their major, one Boyer, was very 
" aitive to affift them," and was defervedly hanged for his pains ; bu t it was one 
" of the merrieft executions that ever was; for Sir Anthony Kingfton, the provoft 
" marihal of the king 's army, who was appointed the judge of thofe rebels, firft 
" dined with Mr . Major , and then hanged h im on a gallows which he had p ro -
" vided, though his miller's man offered to fuffer for him, which Sir Anthony 
t c would not accept, yet hanged him becaufe it pleafed him fo well, knowing him 
" a rebel too.55 

By this account, in which there are perhaps as many blunders as were ever 
crowded together in the fame compafs, it appears, that the writer finding mayor 
ipelt by Carew after the old manner maior, has converted it into major, and in -
ftead of fuppofing him a civil magiftrate of the town of Bodmyn, has made h i m 
a military officer of the men of two counties ; he appears alfo to have fuppofed 
Kingfton to be judge as well as executioner, and the miller's man to have offered 
to die for the mayor, who was hanged with h im, and not for his mailer, who was 
fpared for his fake : and yet, though by one of thefe blunders he has precluded 
the apology which Carew has made for the death of the mayor, and by the o ther 
that which he has made for the death of the ruft ic , he has related both faCts with 
an air, not of approbation only, bu t of merriment. Surely he who could th ink 
of thefe horrid violations of all that is tender and facred among men, as circum-
ftances that made an EXECUTION merry, muf t have had a heart unfit for human 
f o c i e t y a n d it cannot be too much regreted, that his obfcurity has iheltered his. 
name from the infamy with which, if it had been' known,,; i t would have been 
for ever united. 

I f this digreffion ihould deferve cenfure, as being in fome degree foreign to* 
my fubjeCt, thofe who feel the fame indignation that produced it, will not be: 
much offended j and thofe who do not, I am contented to offend. 

2 A N T U 
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A N T I Q U I T I E S . 

Ancient inha- Cornwall was anciently inhabited by thofe Britons, whom Soli nil s calls Dun-
bit ants! " monii, and Ptolemy Damonii, or Danmonii the name Dunmonii, or Danmonii, 

is by fame fuppofed to be derived from Moina, a name fignifying a hill of mines, 
oiven by the1 Britons to the tin mines, with which this county abounds; others 
have fuppofed the Roman name to be derived from Danmonith, a term by which 
the Britons diilinguiihed the way of living in this county, where the houfes are 
built under hills. 

Rudeftone In this county there are m a n y of thofe moil iimple monuments of antiquity, 
monuments, which confiil of fingle ilones, not only uninfcribed, but unhewn other monu-

ments there are compofed of two, three, or more ilones, arranged fometimes in a 
ilraio-ht line, and fometimes in a circular one ; ilones are frequently found in 
heaps, and now and then three or four large flags, or thin ilones, are ilill Hand-
ing, caped with a much larger ilone. 

In Men Perhen, a village of this county, between Falmouth and Helilon, 
there Hood, not many years ago, a large pyramidal ilone, twenty-four feet high, 
of which twenty feet appeared above ground. And near a village called St. Cleere, 
north of Leikard, are many large ilones of a rude columnar ihape, now lying at 
full length on the ground, though it is pail all doubt, but that they formerly 
ilood ere6l. 

In Men Perhen, already mentioned, is a ilone, ill aped like the Greek letter 
omega, fomewhat refembling a cap j it is thirty feet round, and eleven feet high,^ 
and adjoining to it are fome other large ilones, which Hill fhew plain marks of 
workmanihip, as if they had been in part fafhioned by the fame model. In one of 
the Scilly Iilands, called St. Mary's, on the edge of a moil remarkable circular 
temple, there is a vail ilone, cut much in the fhape of the preceding ones : thefe 
are fuppofed to have been ilone deities. 

Near the village of St. Cleere, already mentioned, is a pile of rocks, placed 
one over another,0 and called Wringcheefe, from the refemblance of fome of them 
to large cheefes preifed by the fuperincumbent weight. 

This pile, which attrads the admiration of all travellers, is thirty-two feet 
high • the ilones towards the top, by being many times larger than thofe in the 
middle, or nearer the foundation, projed fo far over the middle part, that it has 
been a matter of wonder how fuch an ill conilruded pile could refill for many 
ages, the ilorms of fo expofed a iituation. Some have judged this an artificial 
flrudure, though moil writers are of opinion it is a natural one : the top ilone is 
laid to have been formerly a logan, or rocking Hone, which when it was entire, 
might be eafily moved with a pole, but. now great part of that weight, which 
kept one end of it in an equipoife with the other, is taken away, whence it is be-
come immoveable. On the top are two regular bafons, but part of one of them 
is broke off. This ilrudure is alio judged to have been one of the rock deities 
of the Druids. 

There 
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There is another kind of itone monuments in this county, each confifting of a 
large orbicular rock, fupported by two other rocks, between which there is a 
paffage. This fort of monument in Cornwall and Scilly, is commonly called Tol~ 
men, which in the Cornifh language fignifies the hole of itone. Theie are fup-
pofed to have been deities in time of the Druids ; and the moil aftonifhing mo-
nument of the kind now remaining, is at Men, between Falmouth and H e l t o n ; 
it confifts of one vail oval pebble, placed on the points of two natural rocks, fo 
that a man may creep under the incumbent rock , and between its two lupport-
ers, through a paffage about three feet wide, and as many h igh ; the longeft 
diameter of the incumbent itone, which points due north and fouth, is thirty-
three feet, the circumference is ninety-feven feet , and fixty feet crofs the middle, 
and it is thought to be 750 tons weight, a t l ea f t . On the top the whole fur-
face is wrought into bafons, and refembles an imperfect or mutilated honey-comb. 
Moil of thefe bafons difcharge their contents into two principal bafons, one at 
the fouth, and the other at the north end of the rock. There are two other tol-
mens of the fame ftruCture, though not quite fo large, in the Scilly Iflands, one 
in St. Mary's Ifland, at the bottom of Salakee Downs, and the other in the little 
iiland of Northwethel, and each is fituated on the decline of a hill, near a large 
pile of rocks. 

Near Madern, north of Penfance, there are three ilones Handing ereCt on a 
triangular plan ; one of them is thin and flat, and fixt in the ground on its edge ; 
in the middle of it is a large hole about fourteen inches diameter, whence it is 
called Men an 'Tol, which in the Corniili language fignifies the holed itone ; 
each of the other two ftones is a rude pillar about four feet high, and near one 
of them is a itone lying like a cuihion or pillow, as if to kneel upon. T o what 
particular rite of fuperftition this monument was appropriated is uncertain, but 
the country people in its neighbourhood, even at this day, creep through the 
holed itone for pains in their backs and limbs : y o u n g children are drawn through 
it to cure them of the rickets, and it ferves alfo as an oracular monument, to 
inform them of fome material incident of love or fortune, Of the fame kind 
there are many other ftones, in different parts of this county, and here are many 
rocks of that grandeur, remarkable ihape, and furprifmg pofition, as leave no 
room to doubt, but that they muft have been deities of the Qruids, a people 
much addicted to the fuperftition of worihipping rocks. 

A t Dry ft , in Sancred, not far weft from Penfance , ' is a fepulchral monument 
confifting of tv/o ftones, one of which is nine fee t high above the ground, and 
the other fome what more than feven ; they ft and north-weft and fouth-eaft, at 
the diftance of eighteen feet aiunder. 

A t Madern, already mentioned, there is another monument of the fame fort, 
confifting of two ftones lying eaft-north-eaft, at t h e diftance of ten feet afunder. 

At Karn Bofcawen, near St. Burien, about five miles from Penfance, is a 
itone monument, confifting of one large fiat i tone, one end of which refts upon 
the natural rock, and the other end on three large ftones, placed one upon ano-
ther, in order to raife a proper fupport for the weight of the horizontal itone. 
Between this canopy and its fupporters, there is an opening feven feet wide at 
the top, but doling gradually into an acute angle at the bottom. T h e top-

V O L . I . Q FTONE 
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{tone is- too nicely fuppor ted to be the work o f nature, and the opening under-
neath it is fuppofed to have been defigned for the feat of fome chief prieft among 
<-he Druids , f rom whence he might iffue his edids and deciftons, his predidions 
and admiffioris to noviciates ; and indeed the mind can hardly frame to itfelf a 
fcene more i tr iking and awful than this, which confifts of vaft rocks on either fide, 
above, and be lowr f ront ing an immenle ocean. 

In this county there have been feveral rock ing ftones, or logan ftones, as they 
are called in Cornwall, fome of which are fuppofed to be natural, and fome arti-
ficial. Near the fouthmoft point of the L a n d ' s End there is a promontory, cal-
led Caftle Tre ryn , which confifts of three d i f t i n d piles of rocks. On the weft e m 
fide of the middle pile, near the top, lies a ve ry large ftone, fo evenly polled,, 
that any hand may rock i t ; and yet the extremit ies of its bale are at iuch a dif-
tance f rom each other, and fo well fecured, t ha t it is impoffible any leaver, or 
indeed any force, however applied in a mechanical way, could remove it f rom 
its prefent fituation. 

T h e r e is a very remarkable ftone of this k ind on the iiland of St. Agnes, in 
Scilly. I t is fupported by a rock which is ten feet fix inches high, forty-feven 
feet in circumference round the middle, and touches the ground with no more 
than half its bale. T h e rocking ftone refts on one point only, and is fo nicely 
poifed, that two or three men with a pole can move it. I t is eight feet fix inches 
high, and forty feven in girt , and has a, large bafon eleven feet diameter, and 
three feet deep, at the top. 

In the parifh of Sithny, near Hel f ton , flood a famous Logan ftone, commonly 
called Men Amber . I t is eleven feet long, twenty-four feet in girt, and was fo 
nicely poifed, that the leaft force could move i t ; bu t in the time of Oliver Crom-
well it "was undermined and thrown down by order of the governor of Pen-
dennis. 

T h e r e are fome more of thefe ftones in this county. They are with great rea-
fon fuppofed to be Druid monuments ; but to what particular ufe they were ap-
plied is not fo certain. 

A m o n g the moil ancient Britifh monuments are the circles of e r e d ftones, 
which, f rom their fimplicity, appear to be next in date to the monuments already 
treated o f . - — - T h e number of ftones e reded on a circular plan, is found to be 
various, and is fuppofed to have been the e f f ed either of fome eftablifhed rules 
obferved in the conf t rudion of thefe monuments , or to refer to, and be expref-
five of the erudition of thefe ages. T h e diftance of the ftones f rom each other, 
is alfb different in different circles, bu t was likely the fame, or nearly fo at firft,. 
in one and the fame circle -s fo that by the diftance of what remain Handing, or 
otherwife, may in a great meafure be afcertained the number of ftones of which 
the circle formerly confifted. It was not in any indifferent or common place, 
that thefe circles were eredecl ; but the rites of augury, and the. opinion of the 
magi or philofophers of the country were firft coniuited, efpecially if religion, or 
the eledion of princes, gave occafion to the ftrudure ; but if v idory , the place 
where it was won was to be honoured with the trophy. 

T h e 
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T h e figure of thefe circles is either fimple, or compounded. Of the firft k ind, 
are exad circles, elliptical, or femicircular ; and the fecond fort confifts not only 
o f a circle, but of fome other diftinguifhing property. In or near the center of 
fome, ftand a ftone taller than the r e f t ; in the middle of others is a fepulchral 
cheft or cavi ty; an altar tomb of rough ftones diftinguiihes the center of fome 
circles^ and fome remarkable rock that of others ; fome have only one line of 
ftones in their circumference, and fome have two ; fome circles are adjacent, fome 
contiguous, and fome include, and fome interfed each other -, fometimes urns 
are found in or near t h e m ; fome are curiouily erected on geometrical plans, the 
chief entrances facing the cardinal points of the heavens j fome have avenues lead-
ing to them, placed exadiy north and fouth, with detached ftones, fometimes in 
ftraight lines to the eaft and weft, and fometimes triangular j all evidences of 
more than common exadnefs and defign. 

Thefe monuments are found in many foreign countries, as well as in the iiles 
dependant upon Britain, and in moil parts of Britain itfelf. T h e y go by feveral 
names, in different places ; in the Highlands of Scotland they are called Tempks» 
in the weftern iiles they are called by the common people Druin Crunnyy or Dru id 
Circles j in Denbighshire there is a circle called Kerig y Drudion, which in the an-
cient language of Britain fignifies the Druid Stones; and in Cornwall there is a 
great number of thefe circles, commonly called Dawns-Men, or the Stone Dance, 
io called by the people, on no other account but that they are placed in a circu-
lar order, and make an area for dancing. 

T h a t thefe temples were e reded by the Druids, before the Romans came in to . 
this iiland, appears evident, f rom many of them being croifed and mangled by 
the Roman ways for had they been e reded by the Romans themfelves, that 
people would never disfigure their own works. Beftdes, they muf t have been 
prior to the Romans, fmce the Druids, in the time of the Romans, would never 
be fuffered to o b f t r u d the high-ways of their lords and mailers and this muf t 
naturally lead to another conclufion equally evident, which is, that as they could 
not be Roman works, becaufe prior to the Roman ways, fo neither could they 
have been of Daniih or Saxon conftrudion, and therefore can juf t ly be afcribecl 
to none but the Druids. 

Thefe circles are of different fizes ; fome are fo exceeding fmail, as to be no 
more than twelve feet diameter, and yet they might all be places of worihip ; 
that fome are larger than others, may be owing either to the different quality of 
the founders or priefts, or the different ends for which they were defigned ; the 
larger for more noble and general affemblies, the 1mailer for more private, and 
perhaps family ufes ; the large for facrifices and feftival folemnities, the fmall for 
particular mterceiiions, predidions, and perhaps fepulchres of priefts and wor-
thies j the larger circles might be for inauguration as well as worihip, and the 
fmaller for electing inferior magiftrates. 

Of thefe monuments that kind, was moil ancient which was moil fimple, and 
confifted only of a circle of e r e d ftones j of this fort there are a great number in 
Cornwall, which differ not materially one from another, and need not therefore 
any particular defcription. A t Kerris, in the parifn of Paul , not far f rom Pen-
fance, there is an oval inclofure, called the Roundago, which is about fifty-two 

paces 
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paces from north to fouth, and thirty-four from eaft to weft ; at the fouthern ex-
tremity ftand four rude ftone pillars, about eight feet high, at the foot of which 
fie fome large ftones, which are fuppofed to have formerly refted on thefe 
pillars, 

On a rock, adjoining to a place called the Giant's Caftle, in the iiland of St. 
Mary, in Scilly, is an area of a circular figure, 172 feet from north to fouth, 
and 138 from eaft to wef t ; on the edges of the rock are nine vaft ftones ftill re-
maining, planted in a circular line ; feveral others perfected the round, but from 
time to°time have been removed. This was a great work of its kind the floor 
is of one rock, the ftones round the edges are of an extraordinary fize ; and a 
ftone, mentioned already among die rock-idols, makes one of the ring. 

There are fome circles near one to the other, and their centers in a line : of 
this kind is the monument called the Hurlers, in the pariih of St. Cleere : the 
ftones of this monument are by the vulgar fuppofed to have been once men, thus 
transformed as a puniihment for their hurling * upon the Sabbath-day. _ This 
monument con lifted of three circles, from which many ftones are now carried off. 
There are fome of thefe circles which include, and others which interfed one 
another, as in a curious clufter of circles, at Botaleck, about ten miles weft of 
St, Ives, 

Of the circles with altars, there is one on the iiland of Trefcaw, in Scilly. 
T h e altar confifts of one rude ftone nineteen feet long, and fhe lv ingon the t o p ; 
round the bottom there is a hollow circular trench, thirty-fix feet in diameter, 
and the brim of the trench is edged with a line of rude and unequal ftones. 
Another of thefe circles is on a high hill called Karn-Menelei , in the wilds of 
Wendron, not far from Penryn. T h e altar confifts of four fiat thin_ ftones, pla-
ced one over another; the upper ftone is circular, and its diameter nineteen fee t ; 
it has a circular trench at the bottom, the diameter of which is thirty-five feet 
and an half. 

It muft not however be thought that all the monuments of the circular kind 
had no other ufe but thofe of religion, government, and election ; the names by 
which fome of them are ftill called, the lingular conftrudion of others, as well 
as the particular cuftoms recorded in the hiftory of the ancients, will fuggeft 
fome other very different ufes to which monuments of this figure were applied. 
Where thefe ftone inclofures are femicircular, and diftinguiihed by feats and 
benches of like materials, there is no doubt but they were deiigned for the ex-
hibition of plays. There are feveral theatres of this kind in different parts_ of 
Britain; but though this form is belt adapted for the inftruction and information 
of the audience, yet as they cannot be fuppofed, in thofe illiterate times, to have 
confuited the delight and inftrudion of the ear fo much as the pleafure and en-
tertainment of the eye, it is not fo commonly met with among the remains of 
antiquity, as the amphitheatrica! form, which being more capacious, had generally 
the preference of the former. In thefe amphitheatres of ftone, not broken as the 
circles of erect ftones, the Britons ufually affembled to hear plays aded , and to 

* Fcr a defcription of which, fee page ioB. 
• fee 
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fee iports and games. Of thefe circles there are a great number in Cornwall, where . 
they are called Plan an guars, which fignifies a plain of fport and paftime. T h e 
benches round were generally of turf , bu t there are fome in Cornwall, the benches 
of which are of ftone. T h e moft remarkable monument of this kind is near the 
church of St. Ju f t , north-weft of Penfance, not far from the Land ' s End -, by the 
remains i t feems to have been a work of more than ufual labour and correctness, 
I t was an exact circle of 126 feet diameter, the perpendicular height of the bank, 
f rom the area within, is now feven feet, but the height f rom the bottom of the 
ditch without, ten feet. T h e feats conflit of fix fteps, fourteen inches wide,. 
and a foot high, with one on the top of all, where the rampart is about feven 
feet wide. ' 

In thefe cirques were alio performed all their athletic exercifes, _ for which the 
Cornifh Britons are frill remarkable : and when any fmgle combat was to be 
fought on foot, no place fo proper as thefe inclofed circles. 

T h e cirques, whether open or inclofed, were alio often fepulchral ; for in, or 
adjoining to the edge of thefe circular monuments , are found fometimes ftone 
chefts and cromlechs, and at other times fepulchral urns or barrows, all evident 
figns of burial, doubtlefs of perlons the moft illuftrious of their country, for know-
lege, virtue, or power -, for it muft not be fuppofed that thefe circles were ever 
the ordinary common places of burial, it being very feldom that more than one 
ftone-cavity, barrow, or cromlech, was found in or near them, and fcarce more 
than two, or very few urns. 

In Cornwall, on almoft every plain, as well as on the tops of hills, are ftill to Barrows, 

be feen great numbers of thofe artificial heaps of earth or ftone, which are at pre-
fent called barrows, and are monuments of the remoteft antiquity, and of ten-
times of the higheft dignity. T h e y were originally intended for the more fecure 
protection of the remains of the dead, though afterwards they were railed to an-
fwer other purpofes. Barrows are found in moft countries ; but in Britain, and 
the Britifh iiles, they, are very numerous, occalioned by the practice of the Druids, 
who burn t , and then buried their dead. T h e materials of which barrows con-
flit, are either a mult i tude of fmall or great ftones, earth alone, or ^ ftones and 
earth mixed together, and forming a little hill, which was called by the Romans 
'-Tumulus. Thofe which conflit chiefly of ftone, are called Kairnes, or Earns, in 
Scotland, the I fie of Man , Ireland, Cornwall and other parts of England. When 
they conflit of earth, they are frequently termed Crigs, or Crugs, in Cornwall, 
which fignifies round heaps -, in Staffordihire they are called Lows,, or fcpulchres 5 
in Wales they are termed Tommens, or hi l locks; and the word harrow feems to 
come f rom the Saxon Byrigh, f rom which the Engl i fh word bury is alio de-
rived. 

A n earthen barrow of a wide circumference, and about five feet high, f a u l t -
ed in a field at Trelowarren, not far f rom Heif ton, was opened in July 1751. 
As the workmen had dug half way to the bot tom, they found a parcel of ftones 
fet in fome order, which being removed, a cavity was difc-overed in the middle 
of the barrow, about two feet in diameter, and of equal height j k was furround-
ed and covered with ftones, and inclofed human bones of all forts, intermixed 
with wood ailles j at the diftance of a few feet from this central cavity, there were 

found 
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found two urns, one on each, fide, with their mouths turned downwards, and in-
clofmg fmali bones and aihes and among the earth of the barrow were found 
three thin bits of brafs, fuppofed to have been pieces of a fword, or fome other 
inftrument, which, after having been put upon the funeral pile and broke, was 
thrown into the barrow, among the earth and other materials that were heaped 
together. 

Befides thefe plain barrows, there are others which difcover greater art and ex-
a&nefs. Some are furrounded with a fingle row of ilones, which form the bale, 
others with a ring or fofs of earth ; fome have a large fiat ftone on the top, and 
fome a pillar, now and then with, but oftener without infcription ; fome have a 
circle round the bottom, and round the top alfo; and where this cuftom prevailed, 
and no ilones offered for the purpofe, trees were planted. When thefe barrows 
were not very large, and the burying places of private perfons only, they were fi-
tuated near public roads, to put travellers in mind of their common deftiny; if 
they were the fepulchres of common foldiers, they were thrown up generally on 
the" field of battle where the foldiers fe l l ; thefe are found in ilraight lines, ftretch-
ed along the plains which have been the fcenes of great adion, as regularly as 
the front of an army. The fize of thefe fepulchral monuments is various, but 
generally large in proportion to the quality of the deceafed, or the vanity, af-
tedion, and power of the furvivors. 

There is a lingular kind of barrow which obtains throughout all the Scilly isl-
ands :1 thefe barrows are edged with ilones, which form the outward ring; in tiie 
middle they have a cavity, walled on each fide, and covered with large fiat ilones, 
over which is a tumulus of fmall ilones and earth. Upon opening one of thefe, 
in the middle of the barrow was found a large cavity, containing fome unctuous 
earth, to which there was a paffage at the eaitern end, one foot and a half wide, 
between two ilones fet on end in the middle of the cavity ; it was four feet eight 
inches wide, and twenty-two feet in length ; it was walled on each fide with 
mafonry and mortar, the fides were four feet ten inches high, and it was termi-
nated on the weft by a large flat ftone, and covered by the like ilones at top: 
the reafon for its being fo much beyond the dimenfions of the human body, was 
probably that it might contain the remains,' not of one perfon only, but of whole 
families. 

As fome barrows, upon examination, have been diftinguiihed by urns, others 
by round or fquare pits in the center, which ferved the office of urns, and others 
by human fkeletons only, that difcover no ftgns of their having paffed through 
the fire, it becomes a queition by what nation particular barrows were ereCted. 
This is no eafy matter to determine, as the method of burying under Tumuli 
v/as fo univerfal, without fome criterion found in each barrow to affift in making 
a difcovery. Thus by the materials and workmanihip of the urn, the cell that con-
tains it, coins, inftruments of war, or domeftic life, which may accompany the 
remains of the dead, a judgment may be formed to what nation fuch fepulchres 
are to be aifigned ; but where fuch indications are wanting, no certainty can be 
obtained. If it be true, as is reported, that the Saxons and Danes, though they 
continued to bury their dead under earthen hillocks, had left off burning them 
at or before their arrival or fettlement in this iiland, then all barrov/s with urns 
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or aih.es, m u f t be either Britiih or Roman •» and where there are n© corns ox 
pavements underneath, or elegance in the workmanihip of the urns, or choice in 
the materials of which the urns are made, or Roman camp near, or in a line with 
the barrows, i t • may be concluded that fuch barrows are not Roman, and vice 
verfa. 

By the contents of all-barrows which have been examined elfewhere, as well as 
la" this iiland, it appears that the principal caufe. of their erection was to indole 
either the aihes or the bodies unburn t of the d e a d ; however, the fepulchres of 
the ancients being always looked upon with a kind of veneration, t hey afterwards 
became applied to the folemnization of their higheft rites of religion and feftivi-
ty ; for on Hone barrows, efpecially fuch as have a large flat ftone on the top, 
the D r u i d s kindled their annual fires where the earth barrows are inclofed, or 
fhaped by a circle of e r e d ftones, they may be prefumed to have ferved as al-
tars for facrifiee : thefe heaps were alfo probably at times, places of inauguration, 
the prince elect ftanding on the top, expofed to view, and the Druid officiating 
clofe to the edge below on the fame hillock perhaps judgmen t was frequently 
pronounced, and the mof t important decifions made, as f rom a facred eminence j 
and where fuch barrows were not at hand, fomething of the l ike k ind was 
erected. 

In feveral parts of Cornwall are found a large fiat ftone, in an horizontal po- Cromlechs 

fition, fuppor ted by other fiat ftones, fixed in the ground. This m o n u m e n t , in 
different countries, is known by different names ; bu t the general name by which 
it is known among antiquaries, is that of Cromlech, or Cromleb, which in the 
Iriih, and the ancient Britiih language, fignifies a crooked ftone, t he upper fur-
face of the incumbent ftone being generally convex, and the whole ftone f requent -
ly lying in an inclined, or crooked pofition. T h e iituation which is "generally 
chofen for this monument , is the fummi t of a hill, in order, wi thout doubt , to 
render it as conipicuous as poffible •, fometimes it is mounted on a bar row, con-
fifting either of ftones or earth ; it is fometimes placed in the middle of a circle 
of erect ftones, in which cafe it is fuppofed to have been erected on fome extra-
ordinary occafion : bu t when a circle has a tall ftone in the middle, we find this 
monument fometimes placed on the edge of fuch a circle, f rom which circum-
fiance it would appear, that it was unlawful to remove the middle f tone. 

The elevation of this monument is generally fix, eight, or more feet from the 
ground, and fome are found quite inclofed, and buried as it were, in the bar-
row. The number of fupporters in almoft all the monuments of this kind.*- are 
found to be no more than three, and thefe inclofe an area generally of fix feet 
or more in length, and four feet in -width. T o what nation, fed, or religion, 
this monument is to be afcribed, is a point not eafily to be adjufted, as crom-
lechs are found in Denmark, France, and Germany, in the ifiands of the Medi-
terranean fea, in Ireland, Britain, and the Britiih Ifles >9 they are therefore gener-
ally fuppofed to have been Celtic monuments, and doubtlefs are very ancient, as 
appears by their fimplicity. There are fome monuments of this kind in Wales, 
the fupporters, of which are marked with croffes ; but thefe erodes muft have 
been marked upon them after the eftablifhment of Christianity*, as the Chriftians 
never ereded itrudures of this fort. 

The 
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T h e ufe and intent of thefe monuments appear to have been fepulchral, as is 
evident from feverai circumftances, but particularly from the Skeleton of a hu-
man body, together with feverai pieces of bones lately dug up under a monu-
ment of this kind, in Ireland. When a cromlech is found in the middle of a fa-
cred circle, Mr . Borlafe thinks it probable that it was the fepulchre of one of 
the chief priefts or Druids who prefided in that di f t r id , or of fome prince, a fa-
vourite of that order. When the middle» of the circle was taken up by a fmgle 
obelifk, which was always regarded as a fymbol of Something divine, and gene-
rally worfhipped, then was the cromlech, as he thinks, placed on the edge of 
the circle. 

In the pari ill of Madern, in this county, there are two cromlechs, one at Mol-
fra, and the other at Lanyon. T h e former is placed on the fummit of a round 
hills the cover Hone meafures eight feet nine inches by fourteen feet three inches; 
the fupporters, being three in number, are five feet high, and the length of the 
incumbent itone bears due eail and weft. It was evidently brought from a karn, 
or ledge of rocks about a furlong to the north-weft, in which karn are feverai 
very large fiat ftones lying horizontally, one over another. T h e ftone barrow 
with which this cromlech is furrounded, is not two feet high from the general 
furface, but is thirty-feven feet three inches in diameter. 

T h e length of the area defcribed by the Supporters of Lanyon cromlech, is 
feven f e e t ; the cover ftone is forty-feven feet in girt, nineteen feet long, and in 
fome places two feet thick, and it is alfo fo high, that a man on horfehack can 
ftand under it. This cromlech Stands on a bank of earth, not two feet higher 
than the adjacent Soil ; it is however twenty feet wide and Seventy feet long, run-
ning north and fouth. 

On the top of a high hill, about a mile eaft of Senor, near St. Ives, ftands a 
very large handSome cromlech ; the area incloied by the Supporters is exadly of 
the Same dimenfions with that at Molfra, it points the fame way, and the top 
ftone is eight feet ten inches high from the ground ; underneath it is a ftone cheit, 
neatly formed, and fenced every way; it is Surrounded with a ftone barrow forty-
feven feet in diameter. T h e cover ftone was brought from a karn about a fu r -
long diftant f rom i t ; and near the fame karn is another cromlech, not very dif-
ferent from that eaft of Senor. 

Near Ch' imi Caftle, not far from Penfance, ftands a cromlech, the covering 
ftone of wh'ici% is twelve feet and an half long, eleven feet wide, and is Support-
ed by three ftones pitched on their edges, which with a fourth, form a pretty re-
gular kift-vaen, or ftone cheit -,v the top of the covering ftone is convex, and the 
monument has a low barrow, or heap of ftones round it, like that at Molfra. 

Ancient Among the ancient coins found in Cornwall were a considerable number of 
coins. pure gold, dug up in the month of June 1 7 4 9 , in Karnbre-hill, near R e d r u t h : 

fome were worn and very much Smoothed, not by age, or lying in the earth, but 
by ufe, they having no allay to harden and fecure them from wearing. There 
were no letters discoverable on any of them ; fome were plain or fiat, fome a 
little concave on one fide, and convex on the other, and the largeft weighed no 
more than four pennyweight fourteen grains. From the reverSe of thefe coins, 

which 
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which was generally marked with the impreffion of a horfe, fo'me imagined that 
they were Phenician, becaufe a few colonies of that people were faid to have 
chofen a horfe for their fymbol. T h e place where the coins were found feemed 
to confirm this opinion, becaufe Cornwall, fmce the firft appearance of Britain in 
hiftory, was celebrated for its tin, which the Phenicians, from their fuperior ikill 
in navigation, for many ages erigroifed to themfelves: bu t there are coins pro-
duced by antiquaries, which have been found in Britain, which are infcribed with 
Britiih names, and are with the greateft probability believed to have been the 
coins of princes contemporary even with Jul ius Csefar, the reverfe of which has 
the figure of a horfe. I t is moreover obferved, that the coins found at Karnbre 
are too rude, and the defigns too mean, to have been Phenician, Roman , or 
Grec ian; that coins of all the different forts found at Karnbre, have been dis-
covered in feveral places in Britain, and in no other country ; and that thole 
coins which are not infcribed, are moil probably older than coins of the fame 
nation which are infcribed. F r o m all thefe circumilances it is therefore reafon-
ably concluded, that the coins found at Karnbre are originally Britiih, and older 
than the Roman invafion of this i i land: bu t fuch as would fee this argument in 
its full force, are requefled to confult the reverend and learned M r . Borlafe's 
Antiquities of Cornwall, f rom page 242, to page 263 inclufive, where thefe coins 
are particularly defcr ibed , and elegant impreilions given of feventeen different 
forts, found in the treafure of Karnbre, 

In the fide of the fame hill of Karnbre, were d u g up, in the year 1744-, feveral Celts and Ro-
ll olio w inflruments of brafs of different fizes, called celts, together with a great m a n coms* 
many Roman coins. A vaft number of celts have been found at different times, 
in different parts of Europe, bu t particularly in Britain. There are various opi-
nions concerning the defign and ufe of thefe inilruments, though they are ge-
nerally fuppofed to be of Roman original; bu t the reverend Mr . Borlafe itrongly 
contends for their being originally Britiih implements of war, ufed for the heads, 
or arming, of fpears, javelins, and arrows. 

In the month of July 1749, the quantity of one pint of Roman copper coins 
was d u g u p at the foot of Karnbre h i l l ; and a few years before, about a quar t 
of the fame coin was found near the fame place. Roman coins have been found 
in and near the ancient mines of this county, which mul l have been depofited 
either by the Roman miners, or by officers appointed by that nation to fuperin-
tend and guard the mines, which poffibly-the Romans migh t have worked by 
the natives. 

A t Tre ryn , near the L a n d ' s . E n d , was found a brafs po t full of Roman mo-
ney : and in a tenement called Condora, on Hel ford Haven , not far f rom Hel -
lion, in the year 1735, twenty-four gallons of the Roman brafs money were d u g 
up , all which coins were of the age of the emperor Conilantine and his family, 
and had either the heads of thofe emperors, or were of the cities of Rome or 
Conftantinople. On the other fide of Hel ford Haven , oppofite to Condora, 
were found forty Roman coins. A t Mopas, near T r u r o , not many years ago, 
twenty pounds weight of Roman brafs coin were dug u p ; and at Trewardre th , 
near Fowey, many Roman coins have been found. 

VOL. , L R In 



122 
Sepulchral 
remains of 
Roman anti-
quity. 

c R N V/ A 

In the year 1733, upon opening an ancient barrow in the tenement of Chikarn, 
and the parifh of St. Ju f t , fo often ment ioned , was difcovered a great number of 
urns, furrounding a fquare ftone cheft, in which alio was an urn finely carved, 
and full of human bones. T h e n u m b e r o f urns furrounding the central and prin-
cipal one, is faid to be about fifty; t hey all contained fome bones and allies, 
and were carefully placed fide by fide. T h e barrow is fuppofed to have been a 
family fepulchre of the Romans. 

In 1714, a fine R o m a n urn, with a cover to i t , was difcovered in a hill near 
Karnbre ; it contained fome allies and a coin, the bignefs of a crown piece, with 
an infcription intimating it to be a medal of Auguf tu s Casfar. 

Nea r the manfion-houfe of Kerris, in the pari ill of St. Paul , already mention-
ed, a vault eight feet long, and fix feet h igh , was difcovered in ij23 ; the floor 
was paved with ftone, and the roof arched with the like materials ; it contained 
a beautiful plain urn of the fineft red clay, ful l of earth, with which was inter-
mixed a confiderable number of brafs coins. In the year 1700, fome tinners hav-
ing opened a barrow at Golvadnek, n o r t h of Helf ton , difcovered a vault with 
a fine chequered brick pavement , in which was contained an urn full of aihes, 
feveral Roman brafs coins, and a fmall in f t rument of brafs fet in ivory, which is 
fuppofed to have been ufed by the R o m a n ladies in dreifmg their hair. A b o u t a 
fu r long f rom Golvadnek, on a hill called Karn-menelez, are two barrows, in 
which it is faid Roman coins and urns have been found : and in the year 1600 a 
large gilt u rn , graved with letters, was found in a great ftone cheft near T r e -

iredu 

Roman cities 
a&d fortifica-
tions. 

Three Roman paterae of fine moor-i lone, turned and poiiihed, have been 
found not many years ago, in this coun ty . One was difcovered in an old hedo-e 
at a place called JLudgvaa, and is fuppofed to be a facrifical patera, for receiving 
the blood of the vicftim,, and conveying i t as an offering to the altar. T h e other 
two paterre. were found in the tenement of LefWyn, in St. Ju f t . T h e y are f u p -
pofed to be that k ind of patera f rom which the libation of wine was poured 
out , either upon the altar, or between the horns of the victim. A b o u t a hun-
dred yards from thefe two patera^, was alfo found a large urn.. 

Condora is fuppofed to have been a R o m a n fortification ; and near it is an old 
vallum, ftretching almoft from fea to fea,, which is thought to be the remains of 
a Roman work. Falmouth Haven is the Of t ium Cenionis- of Ptolemy.. T h e r e 
are two fquare forts y one at Binnomay, where fome old brafs coins were lately 
found ; and the other at Wallfborow, which are both fuppofed to have been Ro-
man forts. Launcefton Caftle is t hough t to have been originally a Roman fo r -
tificati 0115 and fome Roman coins, have been found here, T h e r e is an ano-u!a r ' 
fort on -the barton of Wolvedon, in the pariih of Probus,. north-eaft of T r u r o 
which is alfo believed to have been a Roman work: and at St.. Agnes Kledh'" 
north-weft of Truro, there is a vaft intrenchment, extending near two miles in 
length ; it is a work of great Skill and labour, fuppofed to have been thrown u p 
h j t h e Romans ; and within the intrenchment a gold coin of the emperor Valen-
tmiari was turned uo in the year 1684.., 
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Grampont is fuppofed to b e the Voliba of P to lemy; and Leftwkhiel is ge-
nerally believed to be the Uxela of the fame author, though there are fome an-
tiquaries who alfert Saltaih to be the Uxela of the ancients. 

There are many other ancient fortifications in this county, which it is difficult Other ancient 

to affign to their original builders ; and the times of building them are ftill more f o r t s a n d 

difficult to afcertain. A t Caftle Treryn, near the fouth-weft part of the Land 's caftles* 
Knd, there are fome remains of an ancient fortification. T h e cape called Tol -
pedn-penwith, about a mile and an half to the weft of Caftle Treryn, is divided 
from the mainland by a ftone wal l : and the caftles of Karnnijek and Bofcajell, 
in the panih of St. Juft , with many others on the fea coall, are in like manner 
leparated from the mainland. 

On the top of Bartine Hil l , in the pariih of St. Ju f t , is a circular mound of 
earth, with little or no ditch, never of any great ftrength, and perhaps only traced 
out, begun, and never finiihed. Within this inclofure was funk a well, now fil-
led up with ftones ; and the only thing remarkable is, that near the center of the 
caftle are three circles, edged with ftones pitched on end, and contiguous to 
each other ; one of them is nine yards in diameter, and the other feven. * Caer-
bran in the pariih of Sancred, is another circular fortification, on the top of a 
high hill, confifting of a deep ditch, fifteen feet wide, edged with ftone • this is 
furrounded by a vallum of earth fifteen feet high ; within this vallum is a larpe 
ditch, about forty-five feet wide ; and the top of the hill is furrounded by&a 
ftone wall, winch feems to have been of confiderable ftrength : the diameter of 
the whole is ninety paces } and in the center is a fmall circle. There are many 
others of the like kind ftill to be feen in Cornwall ; fome of which are regularly 
built, and walled round. Thefe hill caftles in this county are fuppofed &to be 
Daniih. r i 

r
 A t t h e e a f t e n d Karnbre Hi l l ftands a ruinous building, which from its 

fituation is called Karnbre Caftle, and is built upon a very Irregular ledae of 
vail rocks. I t is fuppofed to have been erected by the ancient Britons : and on 
the weft iide of it is a circular fortification, called the Old Caftle, which from 
fome circumftances obfervable in the building, is fuppofed to have been erected 
by the fame people, as early as the time of the Druids. Tindao-el Caitle is an 
ancient building, near Boffiney, ere&ed on a high promontory, the extremity of 
which was a pemnfula, joined to the mainland. T h e fortifications ftand partly 
on the pemnfula and partly on the mainland ; but the remains on bo<h a i no-
now very confiderable. This caftle was erected by the ancient Britons, and is 
celebrated for having been the birth-place of the famous king Arthur in the 
fifth century, at which time it was the feat of the dukes of Cornwall, and it con-
tinued to be one of the caftles of the earls of Cornwall, to the time of Richard 
king of the Romans, who entertained here his nephew, ' David prince of Wales • 
Af ter the death of Richard and his fon Edmund, all the ancient caftles went to 
rum, and this among the reft. There are the remains of another caftle of the 
fame kind in the pariih of Sancred, called Caerguidn, which is alfo judged to 
have been built by the ancient Britons. J ° 

J re-
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Trematon Caftle, in the pariih of St. Stephens, near Saltafh, was the' head o f 

a barony of the ancient dukes of Cornwall; and though it was built before the 
Conqueft, is yet the moil; entire ancient caftle with a keep in this county. . The 
wall of the baifecourt is ftill ftanding, and is ditched without, and pierced in fe-
veral places with certain loop holes. There is no tower projecting from this 
wall, but the gate-way, which feems more modern than the reft of the building. 
A t one end of this court is an artificial hill, on the top of which is the keqp, 
of an oval figure. The outer wall is ftill ftanding, and is ten feet thick. Ref-
tormel Caftle, about a mile north of Leftwithiel, was one of the principal houfes 
of the ancient earls of Cornwall. It ftands upon a rock : the keep is very mag-
nificent ; the outer wall or rampart is an exa£t circle, a hundred and two feet 
diameter on the infide, and ten feet wide at the top and from the floor of the 
ground rooms to the top of the parapet, is twenty-feven feet fix inches. It 
appears from the ruins, that this was a caftle of great extent and it had a park 
round it, well wooded, and Suitable to the quality of the ancient owners. 

Infcribed Among the infcribed monuments of antiquity, ftill extant in this county, is a 
monuments, ftone at S t . Clement's, near Truro. It has a large crofs on it in bafs relief, and 

the following infcription in one line: I S N I O C . V I T A L . F I L L T O R R I C I ; 
which Should be read, Ifniocus Vitalis filius Torrid. It is thought to be one of the 
moil ancient Chriftian fepulchral monuments in this county; but the crofs is 
judged to be of later date than the infcription. In a ditch about two miles north 
of Fowey, lies a ftone, which not many years ago ftood ere£t, at a place in 
the fame neighbourhood, where two roads interfect one another. On the top of it 
is funk a little trough, or pit, marked with dotted lines, four inches long, four 
wide, and two deep. On one fide is an emboffed crofs, and on the fide oppo-
site an inscription, which Leland read thus : C U N O M O R & F I L I U S C U M 
D O M I N A C L U S I L L A . But Mr. Lhuyd reads it as follows : C I R U S I U S 
H I C J A C E T C U N O W O R I F I L I U S 5 and takes the W to be an M re* 
verfed. 

About half a mile north-weft of Lanyon, in the pariih of Madern, lies a 
ftone nine feet ten inches long, one foot eight inches wide, and one foot Seven 
thick. It formerly ftood upright, and has an inscription, which was read from 
the top downwards as follows: R I A L O B R A N — — C U N O V A L F I L . fig-
nifying that Rialobran, the fon of Cunoval, was buried here. A t a place called 
Barlowena, not far from Madern, there is a ftone feven feet nine inches long, 
one foot eight inches wide, and about one foot thick, lying acrofs a brook, and 
infcribed thus: Q J J E N A T A U 5 ICDIMUI F I L I U S , i. e. Quenatavus Icdinm 

filius. And in the high-way at Mawgon, near Helfton, is a ftone, called Maw-
gon Crofs, with this infcription: C N E G U M I F I L — E N A N S . A t Worthy-
vale, about a mile and a half from Camelford, is a ftone, nine feet nine inches 
long, and two feet three inches wide, infcribed thus : C A T I N H I C TACIT 
—; F I L I U S M A G A R I — . Thefe, with feveral other infcribed itones, found in 
this county, are juftly fuppofed to have been fepulchral monuments, erected be-
fore the Norman Conqueit, ' 

E Q C L E-



C O R N W A L L. 

E C C L E S I A S T I C A L A N T I I T I E S. 

^ A t Padftow, St. Petroc or Patrick, a religious man, born in Wale*, arriving 
from Ireland, in this county, about the year 520, is laid to have built a mo-
naftery, in which he was buried $ but his body was afterwards removed to 

Bodmyn, where a church was built to his memory in which church the epifcopa^ 
fee for Cornwall was placed, by k ing Edward the Elder , about the year 905. 
H e r e k ing Ethel f tan^ about the year 926, is faid to have met with old Saxon, 
or rather Britifh monks, following the rule of St. Benedict,, to whom he granted 
fuch great privileges and endowments,, that he is accounted the founder of the 
monaftery. A b o u t the year 1120, one Algar re-eftablifned this monaftery,. pla-
cing therein regular canons, of the order of St. Aui t in , who continued till the ge-
neral fuppreffion, when this houie was ftiled the priory of St. Mary and St. 
Petroc ; and valued at 2 701. o s. 11 d. per annum» 

On the fouth fide of the marke t -p lace in this town, was a h o u f e o f Grey friars, 
begun by John of London,, a merchant,, and. augmented by E d m u n d , earl of 
Cornwall. In the time of queen Elizabeth, this priory was made the houie of 
correction for the county. Abou t a mile f rom this town there was an hofpital, 
dedicated to St. Laurence, well endowed, for nineteen leprous perfons: and at 
the weft end of the town, were a chapel and an almfhoufe. 

A t St. Germans was a collegiate church, founded in honour of St. German, one 
of the famous French biihops, who came over into Britain to oppofe the Pelagian 
herefy. King Ethelf tan is faid to have made one Conan biihop here, in the 
year 936. T h i s church was more amply endowed by k i n g Canute : and about 
the year 1050, Leofr ic , biihop of St. Germans and Credi ton, having united both 
biihopricks in the church of St. Peter, at Exeter , changed the feculars here into 
regular canons. T h e yearly revenue of this priory was valued upon the fup-
preffion at 243 1. 8 s. 

A t St. Burien, near the Land ' s E n d , k ing Ethe l f tan is faid to have buil t and 
endowed a collegiate church, to which, among other privileges, he granted that 
of a ianftuary. It was dedicated to St. Buriena, a religious woman f rom Ireland, 
who had an oratory, and was buried here. T h i s church ftill continues an inde-
pendant deanry of exempt jurifdiction, as a royal free chapel 1 and was valued at 
the fuppreffion at no more than 48 1. 12s. i d . per_annum. 

In the church of St. Stephen, about half a mile f rom Launcef ton , there was a 
college of fecular canons, before the Conqueft , which, be ing given to the biihop 
and church of Exeter , by k ing H e n r y the Fir f t , was fuppreffed before the year 
1126, by William Warlewafte, bifnop of Exeter , who in place of i t founded in 
the weft f ubu rb , under the Caftle-hill, a priory for canons of the order of St.. 
Auit in , which was aifo dedicated to St. Stephen, and valued upon the general 
fuppreffion at 3 5 4 1 o s. 11 d> per annum. H e r e was an hofpital for Lepers , dedi j 
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cated to St. Leonard, In the time of Richard the Second j an hofpital for lazars, 
dedicated to St. Thomas y and alfo a friary, of which there are no particulars 
upon record. 

A t St. Michael's Mount, near Penfance, was a priory of Benedi&ine monks, 
founded by king Edward the Confeifor; but before the year 1085, it was annexed 
to the abbey of St. Michael in Periculo Maris in Normandy, by Robert earl of 
Merton and Cornwall. After the fupprefiion of alien priories, it was given firft 
to King's College, Cambridge, by k ing Henry the Sixth, and afterwards to Sion 
Abbey in Middlefex, by king Edward the Fourth. It had pofleflions at the ge-
neral fupprefiion, valued at 110 1. 12 s. i d , per annum. 

A t Ivarentoc or Krantoc, near Paditow, there was, in the time of Edward 
the Confeifor, a collegiate church, dedicated to St. Carantocus, who is faid to 
have been a difciple of St. Patrick. Its revenues were valued upon the fupprefiion, 
at 89 1. 15 s. 8 d. per annum. 

A t St. Neots, north of Leikard, there was a monaitery or college, dedicated 
to St. Neotus, brother of king Alfred, who was buried here. It continued till 
after the Conqueft. 

A t St. Keveren, on the weft fide of Falmouth Haven, there were, in the time 
of king Edward the Confeifor, a dean and canons, endowed with lands, and the 
privilege of a fanctuary. The church of this deanry was given by king Henry 
the Firft, to the biihop and church of Exeter; after which here was a cell of 
Ciftertian monks, fubordinate to Beaulieu Abbey in Hampftiire. 

A t Conftantine,, near Keveren, there was a church, which appears to have been 
anciently of more than ordinary note. 

A t Inifcaw, one of the Scilly lilands, there was a poor cell of two Benediftine 
monks, dedicated to St. Nicholas, which belonged to Taviftock A b b e y in De-
vonihire, even before the Conqueft. 

A t St. Probus, north-eaft of Truro, there was a collegiate church of fecular 
canons, before the Conqueft, which was given to the biihop and church of Ex-
eter, by king Henry the Firft. 

A t Trewardreth was an alien priory of Benedidine monks, belonging to the 
abbey of St. Sergius and Bachus in Angiers, founded before the year 1169, by 
Champernulphus, lord of the manor of Trewardreth. It was afterwards made 
denifon, and continued to the difiblution, when its yearly revenues were rated at 
123 1. 9 s. 3 d. 

A t a place formerly called St. Syriac, was a final! religious houfe, of two Be-
nedictine or Cluniac monks, as early as the time of king Richard the Firft. It 
was a cell to Montacute in Somerfetihire0 

A t 
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A t St. Anthony, not far f rom Helf ton, was a cell of Black monks , belonging 
to the priory of Trewardre th , as early as the time of Richard the Firf t . A n d at 
another place, called St. Anthony, near St. Maws, there was_ a priory of two 
Auguf t ine canons, fubordinate to P lympton Abbey in Devonihire. 

Gervafe of Canterbury, among other Cornifh monaileries in his time, reckons 
one of Black monks , at a place called T a l c a r n ; and another at St. Mary de 
Yalle ; but there are now no places in Cornwall known by thele names. 

A t Minfter , not far f rom Padftow, there was an alien priory, fubordinate to 
the abbey of St. Sergius and Bachus at Angiers. 

A t T r e b i g h , near St. Ives, there was a preceptory of Knights Plofpitallers 
of St. John of Jerufalem, valued upon the diifolution at 901. 1 s. 9 d. per 
annum. 

A t Helf ton there was a priory, o r hofpital, founded by one Kyllegrew, dedi-
cated to St. John the Baptift, and endowed upon the diifolution with 
only 121. 16 s. 4 d . per annum. 

T h e pariili church of E thy , near Fowey, appears to have been formerly col-
legiate. 

Wal te r Bronefcomb, biiliop of Exeter , about the year 12 70, built a collegiate 
church on a moor, called Glafenith, near Penryn. I t was dedicated to the Vir-
gin Mary and St. Thomas of Canterbury ; coniifted of a provoft , a iacrift, eleven-
prebendaries, feven vicars, and fix chorifters \ and was valued upon the fuppref -
lion, at 210 L 13's. .2 d. per annum,. 

A t Lanfallos, fouth-eaft of Fowey, there was a cell belonging to the abbey- o f 
Har t land , in Devonihire.. 

A t St.. Mart i r / s , near Hel f ton , there was a nunnery and in the parifh chu rch 
o f E n d e l l i o n , on the eaft of Padftow haven, there were three prebends, before 
the twentieth year of Edward the Fi r f t , which fubfift to this day. 

In Kenwyn Street, in T r u r o , there was a convent, of Black friars,, about the 
end of the reign of k ing H e n r y the Third.. A t Lefkard a. houfe of lepers, d e -
dicated to St. Mary Magdalen, before the year 14.0a. A t Biaife,. near Fowey,, 
an almihoufe. A t St. Bennet 's , fouth-weft of Bod my n, a nunnery,, the tower of 
which is fti.il ftanding; and there is mention, of the abbey of Saltafh, in the fe~ 
cond year of the reign of H e n r y the F o u r t h j. bu t there a re no particulars con-
cerning thofe religious houfes upon record. 

M E M B E R S of P A R L I A M E N T for this C O U N T Y . 

Th i s county fends no lefs than forty-four members to parl iament, viz. T w o 
knights of the ftiire for the county,, and two burgeffes for each o f the following-

1 l&Gr-
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uuiuiiffhs ; Bodmyn, Boffiney, Camelfbrd, E a f t Loo , W e f t Loo , Fowey St. 
G e r m a n s Grampont, Helf ton, St. Ives, Wellington, Launcef ton, Leikard, Lef t -
withiel, St. Maws, St. Michael, Newpor t , Penryn, Saltaih, Tregony, and 
T ru ro . 

C U M B E R -
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N A M E , 

TH I S county is generally fuppofed to have been called Cumberland, from 
Cumbri, a name given to the ancient Britons, who long maintained their 

ground in it, againfl the encroachments of the Saxons ; but fome have thought 
that Cumberland was derived from Cumber, to load, or obftruct, becaufe it 
abounds with mountains and lakes, which render travelling tedious and incon-
venient. 

B O U N D A R I E S , E X T E N T and S I T U A T I O N . 

This county is bounded by the Iriih fea on the weft, by part of Scotland on 
the north, by Northumberland, Durham, and Weftmoreland on the eaft, and by 
Lancaihire and the Iriih fea on the fouth. It is about 55 miles from north to 
ibuth, 38 from eaft to weft, and 168 miles in circumference 1 and Kefwick, a 
market town, and themoft centrical one in the county, is about 283 miles north» 
weft and by-north from London, 

VOL. L S R I V E R S , 
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Cumberland abound, with rivers and large bodies of 
bitants call meres: of the rivers the Dement is the chief. It fes m EkMioddea 
krcre val'-v Couth of Kefwick, and running along the hills, called Derwent tel ls , 
W ^ r W lake, in which are three fmall ¡(lands, and at the north fide of 
w i k h ftand° the town of Kefwick, thence the Derwent runs through A e muJdle 
rf the county, and paffing by Cockermouth another market town, falls into the 
Iriih fea, near a fmall market town called Workington. 

The Eden, another confiderable river in this county, rifesat Mervel Hill , near 
Aikrie a market town of Yorkihire, and running north-weft, crofs the counties 
of We'ftmo" land and Cumberland, upwards of thirty miles, and 
feveral other rivers, turns direiUy weft ; and paffing by the city of Carliile, talis 
i n i r ? L t part of the Iriih fea called the Solway Frith. Befides the two overs 
a t a d v mePnrioned, here alfo are the Eln, the Elk, the Leven the W r i n g , the 
South Tyne and feveral other lefs confiderable rivers and brooks, which fupply 

the inhabitants with plenty of fifh. 

A I R , S O I L , and N A T U R A L P R O D U C T I O N S . 

T h e air of this county, though cold, is lefs piercing than might be e x p e n d 
from its (ituation, being iheltered by lofty mountains on the north. T h e foil is 
in General fruitful, the plains producing corn in great abundance and the moun-
" i n f y i e U i ^ pafture for numerous flocks of iheep, with which they are perpe-
tually coverfdf The face of the country is delightfully varied by lofty hills, val-
ues and water s but the profpea would be ftill more agreeable, if it was not 

deficient in wood, m a n y plantations of which have been made, but without fuf-
ficient foccel to encourage the praftice. The Derwent produces falmon m great 
"lenty and the Eden Char, a fmall fifn of the trout kind, which is not found „ 
any waters of this iiland, except the Eden and Winandermere, a lake m Weft-
moreTaod A t the mouth of the river Irt, on the fea coaft, near Ravenglas, a 
S a keTtown in this county, are found pearl mufcles ; 

r>erfon« obtained a patent not very long ago, but it does not appeal that this un-
S f R produced any confiferable advantage Several mountains here, 
c o n t a i n metals and minerals; and in the fouth part of the. county^ which >s cah 
led Copeland, the mountains abound with rich veins of c o p p e r y they do a l f c 
in Derwent Fells, particularly at Newland, a village nearn Kefwick « 
faid there was once found,, a mixture of gold and filver In thi!. c o u n t t h e r e w e 
alfo. mines of coals, lead, lapis calaminans, andI black l e a h a m ̂  ound 
no where elfe, called by the inhabitants wadd. The wadd mines he 
and about Derwent Fells, where this- mineral may be dug up in. any quantity.. 

C I V I L and E C C L E S I A S T I C A L D I V I S I O N S . 

This county is divided into five principal parts, called wards, which is proba-
bly a diftxiitequivalent to the hundreds and wapentakes of other counties; though 
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no explanation of the word, as a divifion of a county, is to be found- ^Ihe couft-
ty contains one city and eleven market towns. It lies in the province or IOIK, 
and diocefe of Chefter and Carlifle, and contains, according to ionic computa-
tions, 58 pariihes ; according to others 90. 

C I T Y and. M A R K E T T O W N S. 

T h e city is Carlifle; and the market towns are Brampton, Cockermouth, Egre-
mont, Jerby, Kefwick, Kirk-Ofwald, Longtown, Penrith, Ravenglas, Whitehaven, 
and Wigton. 

T h e city of CARLISLE derives its name from the Britiih word Caer, which fig-
nifies a city, and the name of the founder, who was a petty king of this county, 
before the time of the Romans, and who at different periods was known by the 
various names Luul, Luel, Lugubal or Luguabal, Leil, and Luil fo tnat Car-
lifle is L u f f s City. This city is 301 miles diftant from London, and is govern-
ed by a mayor, twelve aldermen, twenty-four common council n^n, a iheriit, 
two bailiffs, a recorder, chamberlain, and other officers; and here the affizes are 
generally held, as are alfo the county feffions, though thefe laft are iometimes 
held at Penrith. 

Carlifle is fituated near the confluence of three rivers, two of which are consi-
derable, the Eden on the north, over which it has a bridge, the Fetenli on the 
eaft, and the Cauda, a fmaller ftream on the weft. It is an e p i f c o p a i lee, and is 
alio a fea port and though without fhips or merchants, yet it is wealthy and popu-
lous. It is the key of England' on the weft, as Berwick upon Tweed is on the 
eaft, and is ftrongly fortified, being furrounded with a wall, which is about one 
mile in compafs, and broad enough on the top for three men to walk abrealt. 
In this wall are three gates ; the Caldre, or Irifh Gate, on the fouth j the Richard, 
or Scotch Gate, on the north 5 and the Bother, or Englifh Gate, on the welt. 
T h e houfes in general are well built, and there is a cathedral, and two panm 
churches, St. Cuthbert's and St. Mary's. The cathedral is in the middle at the 
city, and inclofed by a wall. The eaft, or upper part of this cathedral, is a cu-
rious piece of workmanihip, and except the choir, was built in the reign or King 
Henry the Eighth, about the year 1520. It is no where faid when the welt, or 
lower part was built 5 but this part fuffered much during the civil wais or 1041. 
The choir on the eaft part of the cathedral, was built in 1356, about the twen-
ty-ninth year of Edward the Third. It is 137 feet long, and leventy-one broad, 
and has a ftately window forty-eight feet high, and thirty b r o a d , adorned with 
pillars of curious workmanihip. The roof is elegantly vaulted with wood, and 
embellifhed with the arms of France and England, befides thole ot the rercies, 
Lucies, Mowbrays, and many others. The tower is 123 feet high, m e cnaptei 
confifts of four canons, a deacon, a fob-deacon, four lay clerks, hx chouiters, 

and fix almfmen. 

N o defcription is to be found of St. Cuthbert's Church, but the fituation of 
St. Mary 's is different from that of every other pariili church m i^hgiana, ior 
ftands in the body of the cathedral ^ • 
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T h e principal manufacture of this city is fuftian,. 

, B R A M P T O N , diftant frolnXondon 287 miles, lies on the river Irthing, near its 
:onflux with a lefs confiderabie ftream called the Gelt, to the north-eaft of Car-
il île, Here is an hofpital for fix poor men and fix poor women, founded by a 

dowager of Cariiik, 

C O C K E R M O U T H , or C O K A R M O U T H , is fo called from its fituation at the mouth 
of the Cokar, a fmall river, which here falls into the Derwent. It is 267 miles 
diftant from London, and though not incorporated, is a borough, and is govern-
ed by an officer called a bailiff, who is chofen annually, 

T h e town is fituated in a valley, between two hills, and is nearly furrounded 
by the two rivers that meet near i t : it is alio divided by the Cokar into two parts,, 
which communicate with each other by two good ftone bridges. It confifts prin-
cipally of two ftreets, the houfes of which are well built of ftone, and dated on 
the top. It has an harbour for veifels of confiderabie burden, and had a caftle, 
now moftly in ruins, which ftands on the hill weft of the C o k a r ; the walls of 
the caftk are about fix hundred yards in compafs, and on the gates are the arms 
of the Moltons, Humframvilles, Lucies, and Perries. On the other hill, eaft of 
the Cokar, ftands the church, which was anciently a chapel ofeafe to Bridgeham, 
a village about a mile diftant; it is now parochial, and has two chapels of its 
own. _ It was firft built by the Lucies, in the reign of Edward the Third, about 
the middle of the fourteenth century; and all, but the tower, was. intirely re-
built from the ground, by a national contribution, raifed by a brief in the year 
1 7 1 1 . In one divifion is the guild, or moot-hall, where the corn-market is 
kept ; and in the other divifion, there is a market for cattle. 

E G R E M O N T is diftant from London 2.87 miles, and ftands on the banks of A 

little river named Broadwater,, that falls into the fea, near a promontory called St. 
Bees, about two miles fouth of Whitehaven. This, town formerly had a caftle 
and before the time of king Edward the Firft,. the middle of the twelfth centu-
ry, it was a borough, and lent members to parliament, privileges which it loft 
in the reign of that prince,. It has two bridges over the river Broadwater. 

J E R E Y , . called M A R K E T J E R B Y , to diftinguiih it from another town called 
Jerby, contiguous to n, which, is not a market town,, is diftant from London 200 
miles, and fituated at the head of the river Elm. 

K E S W I C K as has been already obferved, ftands- on the north fide of the 
fekc formed by the Derwent. It is fituated in a fruitful plain almoft encompafled 
with mountains, called Derwent Fells, againft. which the vapours that rife from 
below are. perpetually condcnfed into water. It is f i l t e r e d from the north winds 
by a very lofty mountain called Skiddaw. Here is a work-houfe for the poor of 
the town and panfh, built by Sir John Banks, knight, a native of this town 
who was attorney general in the reign of king Charles the Firft. It has been 

\ n g f 1 ̂  n ° t e f ° r m i n e 1 S o f b l a c k l e a d ' a n d the miners, who are its 
W a t e t ~ W O r k s b X t h e Derwent, for fmelting the lead and 
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K I R K - O S W A L D , fo called from a church dedicated to St. Ofwald, is diilant 

from London 248 miles, and is only remarkable for a ruinated caitle, built be-
fore the reign of k ing John. 

^ L O N G T O W N , diilant from London 316 miles, Hands near the conflux o f the 
E i k , and a lmall river called the Kirkfop, on the borders of Scotland. It has an: 
hofpital and a charity fchool for fixty children. 

P E N R I T H , commonly called P E R I T H , derives its name from the colour of the 
neighbouring foil, and of the ftone with which it is built. Penrith in the Britiih 
language fignifying Red Hill, or Red Head. It is diilant from London 282 miles, 
and Hands on a hill called Penrith Fell, not far from the conflux of two rivers, 
called the Eimot and the Loder. T h e town is large, wealthy, populous, and 
well built. On the weft part of it are the ruins of a royal caftle. In the market, 
place there is a town-houfe of wood, about which is fome carved work, repre-
senting bears climbing up a ragged ftafF, a device of the earls of Warwick , al-
luding to the exploits of one Sir Owen Cadarius, by whom the bears that once 
infefted this country were deftroyed. Here is a charity fchool for twenty boys, 
and another for thirty girls, maintained by 55 1. a-year, the endowment of Mr. ' 
Robinfon, a citizen of L o n d o n ; and by the iacrament money and pariih ftock0 

T h e church is a handiome lpacious building, and has been lately rebuilt. T h e 
roof is fupported by a great number of pillars, the ihafts o f which are of one intire 
ftone of a reddiih colour, hewn out of a quarry, at the entrance of the town. It 
carries on a very conliderable trade in corn and cattle ; and though neither a bo-
rough nor corporation, yet the county feffions are fometimes removed hither; 
from Carlifle. 

R A V E N G L A S is generally fuppofed to derive its name from the Iriili words: 
Ravigb and Glas, which fignify a braky green,, fuch being the foil on which it: 
ftands though feme fuppoie the original name to be Avonglas, a word fignifyino-
a iky-coloured river. It is diilant from London 272 miles, and ftands between-
the river of E i k and a imaller ftream, called the M u t e ; and not far from the river 
l i t : the Eik and Mute , falling here into the fea, form a good harbour f o r fhips ^ 
and the inhabitants have a confiderable fi ihery: they have alfo the privilege o f 
taking wood from the royal forefts or manors, to make the engines, or weirs 
called fifh garths, in the river E i k , which was granted them by king John, and 
which they ftill enjoy.. 

W H I T E H A V E N , thus called from the white cliffs which fhelter it from tempefts3 

is diilant from London 250 miles. It is a populous and. rich town, and owes: 
many improvements to the family of which lord L o w t h e r is now the head.. 
Its chief trade confifts in furniihing Ireland and part of Scotland with fait and: 
coal ; and next to Newcaftle, it is the chief fea-port for coals in the kino-dom 
200 fail of colliers being often feen to go off at once, for Dublin, in time of war 
or after contrary winds. T h e harbour and the roads to. it have been lately much; 
improved, by feveral ads of parliament the ihipping and trade have proportion-
ably ^increafed, and the wealth, which neceilarily accrued to the inhabitants, has; 
enabled them to build a new church, entirely at their own expence. A s there is; 
s o navigable river falls into the. fea. at this place, the ihips take in their coals im 

* the:1 
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ihe road, which is very good. If it happens to overflow, they run into the ha-
ven with the flood, or ftand away to St. Bees, where there is very found anchor-
age, and fafe riding. It does not appear that any of our pilots have given a de-
fcription of the coaft north of Whitehaven, or that there is any accurate furvey of 
it extant, except fuch as are very ancient, which, however carefully executed, 
cannot now be exad, becaufe the fands have ihifted, and many other changes 
have taken place. 

WIGTON, fituated in a foreft, called Allerdale, is 288 miles from London. 

N A T U R A L C U R I O S I T I E S . 

Remarkable Among the natural curiofities of this county we may reckon the mountains, 
high moun- fome of which are remarkable for their height, particularly Hard-knot-hill, 
lains, Wry-nofe, and Skiddaw. Hard-knot-hill, at the foot of which rifes the river 

Eik , is a ragged mountain, fo iteep, that it is almoft impoffible to afcend i t ; yet 
about a hundred and fifty years ago, fome huge ftones were difcovered upon the 
very fummit, which Camden fuppofed to have been the foundation of a caitle, 
but which may with greater probability be confidered as the ruins of fome church 
or chapel; for in the early ages of Chriftianity, it was a work of moil meritori-
ous devotion, to ered croiTes and build chapels upon the tops of the higheil hills 
and promontories, not only becaufe they v/ere more confpicuous, but becaufe 
they were proportionably nearer to Heaven ; fuch buildings were generally dedi-
cated to St. Michael, and it was from fuch chapels and croiTes, that the ridge of 
mountains, which run along the eail fide of this county, on the borders of Nor-
thumberland, obtained the name of Crofs Fells, for they were before called 
Fiend's or Devil's Fells j and a fmall town at the bottom of them, about two 
miles diilant from Plexham, in Northumberland, ilill bears the name of Dililon, 
which is a corruption of Devil's Town, the name by which it is called in fome 
ancient records ilill extant. 

Wry-nofe is fituated about a mile fouth-eaft of Hard-knot-hill, near the high road 
from Penrith to Kirby, a market town in Lancaihire. Near this road, and on the 
top of the mountain, are three ftones, commonly called ihire ftones, which though 
they lie within a foot one of another, are yet in three counties one in Cumber-
land, another in Weftmoreland, and the third in Lancaihire. 

Skiddaw ftands north of Kefwick, and, at a prodigious height, divides like Par-
naffus into two heads, from whence there is a view of ScrofFel-hill, in the ihire 
of Annandale, in Scotland, where the people prognofticate a change of weather, 
by the mifts that rife or fall upon the tops of this mountain, according to the 
following proverbial rhime: 

If Skiddaw have a cap, 
Scroffel wots full well of that. 

Befides Hard-knot-hill, Wry-nofe, and Skiddaw, there are two other moun-
tains, Lauveliin and Caftinand5 which are joined in a couplet of the fame age 
and k i n d : 

Skid-» 
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Skiddaw, Lauvellin, and Caftinand, 
Are the higheft hills in all England. 

Not far from Lanercoft, near Brampton, there is a medicinal fpring that flows Medicinal; 
out of a rock, the water of which is impregnated with lulphur, nitre and vitriol, fpring» 
It is laid to be of great efficacy in the ftone, and all cutaneous difbrders, and is 
therefore much frequented both by the Engliih and Scots. 

Among the herbs and plants which grow in this county, of Engliih growth, Medicinal! 

there are fome of thofe which in Dr. Nicholfon's Catalogue * are called the more plants. 
rare plants ; and others of medicinal virtue, fuppofed, upon the credit of tradition, 
to have been procured from other countries, and planted here by the Roman L e -
gions, who garifoned the frontiers, for their own ufe r this tradition is fo firmly 
believed, that feveral empirics come hither out of Scotland every year, about the 
beginning of Summer, on purpofe to gather them j and they affirm, that by long 
experience, they have found them to be of much greater efficacy, than plants of 
the fame kind, which are found in other places. 

In the church-yard of Penrith, on the north fide of the church, are two pyra-A man of a-, 
midical monuments, each about twelve feet high, and fifteeb feet diftant one gigantic fta. 

from the other, faid to have been fet up in memory of Owen Csefarius, theture-
bear killer, who is fabled to have been of fo enormous a ftature, that his body 
reached from one pyramid to the other. On each fide of his grave, which is fup-
pofed to have been between the pyramids, there are the figures of two bears* 
carved in ftone, as trophies of his prowefs,, 

On the outfide of the veftry, in the wall of Penrith church, there is an in-A peflilenc& 
fcription importing, that in the year 1598, a plague raged in this county, of 
which 2266 died at Penrith,, 2500 at Kendal, 2200 at Richmond, and 1196 at 
Cariiile, which is the more remarkable, as no mention is. made of fuch a diftem-
per by any hiftorian. 

In Whitefield Park, near the borders of Northumberland, there were, not many Extraonlina.. 
years ago, the heads of a flag and a hound nailed, upon a hawthorn tree, The ry chase, 
hound chafed the ftag from this park to Red Kirk,, in Scotland, and back again,, 
which cannot beleis than 120 miles. T h e ftag leaped the pale, and immediate-
ly dropped down dead on the infide 5 the hound attempted to leap the pale after 
him, but not clearing it, fell down and died on the outfide., 

A M T I Q^ U I T I E S., 

T h e firft inhabitants of Cumberland called themfelves Kumbri, or Cumbri, ©rAncient mliav 
Kambri, but they were, in common with the inhabitants of Yorkftiire, Lanca^ bitanes.. 
ihire, Durham, and Weftmoreland, called by Ptolemy the Brigantes.., T h e name 
Brigantes is thought by fome to have been given them upon, a fuppofition that; 
they came originally from the city of Brigantia, in Spain, Others imagine that. 
Brigantes is formed of a Belgic word, which, fignifies Free hands and Camden, 
lemarks, that in his time i t was common, to fay of a refolute,. reftkfs,. and. in~ 

In his Antiquities of Cumberland. 
trading 
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trudino- fellow, that he played the Brigans; Brigand is at this day French for Rob-
ber whence a pirate's ihip was called Brigantine, a name afterwards given to light 
veffels, that were built both for rowing and failing, with two mails, and fquare 
fails. 

T h a t nation of the Brigantes, known by the name of Cumbri, are fuppofed 
not to have been fubjugated by the Romans till the time of Vefpafian, from 
which time their country was the conftant refidence of feveral Roman Legions, 
who not only kept the inhabitants from revolting, and prevented the incurfions of 
the Scots, but greatly improved the country for in times of peace they intro-
duced their arts and manners; and in times of war, they raifed monuments of 
their victories, and ere&ed altars to their gods fo that there are more Roman an-
tiquities in this county than in any other. 

W h e n Cumberland was fubdued by the Saxons, upon the declenfion of the 
Roman power in Britain, it became a part of the kingdom of Northumberland, 
and was then, by its new lords, firft called Eumbjaa land, or Eumep-land, the 
land or country of the Cumbri. 

From the time when the power of the Saxons was broken by the Danes, till 
the year 946, this county had petty kings of its own chuf ing; but about that 
time, Edmund, brother to king Ethelftan, having, with the help of Leontine, 
k ing of South Wales, conquered the county, granted it to Malcolm, king o f 
Scotland, upon condition that he ihould defend the northern parts of England 
ao-ainft all invaders j and by virtue of this grant, the eldeft fons of the kings o f 
Scotland were ftiled governors of Cumberland. T h e Saxons fome time after-
wards reduced it again under their government; but at the time of the Norman 
conqueft it was fo impoveriihed, that William the Conqueror remitted all its tax-
ations, and for that reafon it is not rated in Doomfday book as other coun-
ties are. 

Roman anti- T h e principal remain of antiquity in this county, and indeed in all Britain, is 
quk-ies. a wall built by the Romans, as a barrier againft the incurfions of the northern 

Britons. The Romans themfelves called it Vallum Barbaricum, Brtetentura, and 
Clufura, the Greeks and the Engliih the Pi&s Wall. It runs the 

whole breadth of Great Britain in this place, croiling the north parts of the coun-
ties of Cumberland and Northumberland, and extending above eighty miles, from 
that part of the iriih Sea called the Solway Frith, on the weft, to the German 
Ocean on the eaft. This wall or fence was begun by the emperor Adrian, and 
built in the manner of a mural hedge, with large ftakes driven deep into the 
ground, and wreathed together with wattles. It was faced with earth and turf, 
and fortified on the north with a deep ditch. It was repaired by the emperor 
Severus in the year 123, and ftrengthened with feveral ftone fortreffes and turrets, 
near enough to communicate an alarm one to another, by found of trumpet. 

T h e Romans being called from Britain, for the defence of Gaul, the North 
Britons broke in upon this barrier, and in repeated inroads, put all they met 
with to the fword. Upon this the South Britons applied to Rome for afliftance, 
and a legion was fent over to them, which drove the enemy back into their own 
country 1 but as the Romans at this time had full employment for their troops, it 

became 
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became neceffary for them to enable the South Britons to defend themfelves for 
the future they therefore affifted them to build a wall of itone, eight feet broad 
and twelve feet high, of equal extent with the mural hedge, and nearly upon 
the fame ground. This wall was compleated under the direction of /Elius, the 
Roman general, about the year 430; and the tracks of it, with the foundations 
of the towers or little caftles, now called Caftle Steeds, placed at the diftance of 
a mile one from another, and the little fortified towns on the infide, called Chef-
ters, are ftill vifible. T h e neighbouring inhabitants fay, that here are fometimes 
found pieces of tubes or pipes, fuppofed to be ufed as trumpets, and to have been 
artfully laid in the wall between each caftle or tower, for giving the quickeft notice 
of the approach of the enemy, fo that any matter of moment could be communi-
cated from fea to lea in an hour. In the rubbiih of this wall was found, fome 
time ago, an image of brafs, about half a foot long, which, from the defcoption 
the ancients have given us of the god Terminus, whofe image they ufed to lay in 
the foundation of their boundaries, appears to be a reprefentation of that deity. 

In the years 1708, and 1709, the following obfervations were made upon the 
Pitts Wall , in two journeys that were taken on purpofe to furvey it. From Stan-
wick, a little village north-weft of Carliile, where the wall croifes the Eden, its 
remains are eafily traced weftward, to its extremity at Bulnefs, a fin all town on 
the Solway Frith. From Stanwick it is alio traced eaftward, through a pleafant 
level country, agreeably variegated with great plenty of corn fields, meadows, 
and pafture ground, for eight miles ; but in aim oft every part of this fpace, the 
wall has been taken away, and only the foundation of it can be traced, with the 
trench before it on the north, and fome of the little towers, or mile caftles, on 
the fouth. A b o u t eight miles eaft of Stanwick, it runs up a pretty high hill, 
which lies directly north of Naworth Caftle, ten miles from Carliile, and pro-
ceeds two miles through in doled grounds, where the middle part of it between 
the two faces is ftill ftanding all the way: from hence to its crofting the river Ir-
thing, where it enters Northumberland, the greateft part of it runs through a 
large wafte, where it remains intire to the height of five feet, in fome places, 
and in others eight. 

Hal f a mile to the weft of the river Irthing, at a place called Burdifiel, there 
is the foundation of a large caftle j and from a moor, called Irthington Moor, 
after Irthington, a town fituated 011 this river, the traces of the ftone wall, and 
the old wall of earth, are both vifible, and continue the fame rout parallel to each 
other, at the diftance of about one hundred yards, the new wall being fouth of 
the old, quite. to Newcaftle, the county town of Northumberland. The wall 
enters Northumberland, not far from Irthington Moor, and foon after croffes a 
fmall river, called Tippall, at Thirlewall Caftle• from Thirlewall Caftle it is con-
tinued over a range of rugged, naked, and fteep rocks, that extends about nine 
miles ; and it is built in fome places not more than fix feet from the precipice, 
in none more than twenty-four. T h e higheft part of it that is now ftanding, be-
tween Carliile and Newcaftle, is about half a mile'from Thirlewall Bank head, 
near Thirlewall Caftle , it is there nine feet high ; and at this place there are the 
veftiges of a Roman city, furroUnded by a deep trench. From hence to Seaveiv-
ihale, which is fuppofed to be about half way between the two extremities of the 

"wall, it is removed to the very foundations, except in a very few places, where 
it ftill ftands, to the height of about three feet. This part of the country, .efpev 
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C U M B E R L A N D . 14* 

dally on the north fide of the wall, has a difmal afpett, being all wild fells and 
moors, full of moffes and loughs. 

A t a place called the Chefters, two miles eaft of Thirlewall Bankhead, are the 
ruins of another Roman c i ty ; at Little Chefters, three miles farther, and at 
the diftance of a mile fouth of the wall, are the ruins of a third and at Houfe-
fteeds, about one mile weft of Seavenihale, are the ruins of a fourth, which is 
the largeft of any along the wall. Great numbers of Roman altars, images, and 
coins have alfo been dug up here. 

A t Seavenihale, on the north fide of the wall, is ftill to be feen the greateft 
part of a fquare Roman caftle, curiouily vaulted underneath. A t Carrow-brough, 
one mile and an half from Seavenihale, are the traces of another Roman city, 
furrounded by a wall. A t Portgate, half a mile north-weft of Hexham, a mar-
ket town of Northumberland, there are great ruins of ancient buildings, and a 
fquare tower is ftill ftanding, and converted into a dwelling-houfe. From Port-
gate to Halton-Sheels, being the diftance of a mile and a half, there is only part 
of the middle of the wall remaining. From Halton-Sheels, for two miles farther 
eaft, the whole breadth of the wall is ftill ftanding, and the aihler front of the 
wall is very difcernible all the way to Walltown, which ftands at the diftance 
of eight miles from Newcaftle and about half a mile fouth of the wall. From 
Walltown to Newcaftle, the wall runs over a great deal of high ground, and 
through variety of fine corn land and inclofures of meadow and pafture ; and from 
the foot of Ben well-Hills to the end, being about two miles, it runs along the 
high road to Weftgate, in Newcaftle. 

Before the wail on the north, there is a deep broad ditch, as before the mud 
wall, except between Thirlewall Bankhead and Seavenihale, where it is fuffi-
ciently fecured by the fteepnefs of the rocks on which it is built. T h e ditch is in 
moft places thirty-fix feet broad, and in none lefs than five feet deep. T h e remains 
of this wall ferve at prelent either as a hedge between pafture, corn and meadow 
grounds, or to diftinguiih different poiTeffions and a great number of houies, 
and in fome places whole towns, have been built over its foundations. 

A military ftone caufey, feems to have run at twenty or thirty yards diftance 
from the wall on the fouth fide, which between Portgate and Carrow, a frnall 
village, lying eaftward of Seavenihale, is but little decayed. 

Moreiby, a fea port town near Whitehaven, is remarkable for many remains 
of antiquity. This place is fuppofed to be the ancient Morbium where the Equites 
Cataphrattarii were quartered, becaufe there appears fome fimilitude between 
Morbium and Moreiby; but it is more probable that Moreiby, the name of the 
town, was derived from Maurice, or Morefce, the name of a perfon of note, who 
is known to have fixed his feat near this place, and may therefore be reafonably 
fuppofed to have given it his name, as many others have done to feveral towns of 
this county. The ihore near this place appears to have been fortified by the Ro-
mans in all places convenient for landing, by the ruins of their works, which are 
ftill remaining. There are alio many vaults, foundations of ancient buildings, 
and cavems3 called Pitts Holes, 

Many 
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Many infcribed ftones have been found here ; and in the time of Mr. 

Camden, an altar was dug up, with a little horned image of Silvanus, and the 
following imperfed infcription : 

D E O S I L V A N - - - C O H . II. L I N G C Y I P R i E E S - - - G. P O M P E I V S 
M S A T V R N I N 

Another fragment was found much about the fame time, infcribed 
O B P R O S P E R I T A T E M C V L M I N I S I N S T I T V T I . 

Near Moreiby is a caftle called Hay-Caftle, a venerable piece of antiquity, of 
which however we have neither hiftory nor defcription. 

About two miles from Cockermouth, on the other fide of the river Derwent, 
ftands Pap-Caftle, which appears to be a Roman antiquity, by feveral monu-
ments j though we meet with no defcription of them in any account of the an-
tiquities of this county. However here is a large open veffel of green ftone like 
a font, with feveral little images curiouily engraven on i t ; particularly that of 
a prieft, dipping a child in water, which was the primitive mode of baptifrn 5. 
and a Danifh infcription on it in Runic characters, fignifying that Ekard, a Dane 
of high rank, was baptized here, whole example was followed by the reft of his 
countrymen. It is ftill ufed as a font in the neighbouring church of Bridkirk. 

A t Workington, a town on the coaft, where the Derwent and Coker run in 
one channel into the fea, are the ruins of a wall, carried on from thence to the 
river Eln, about five miles northward, which fome think was built by the Ro-
man general Stilico, to prevent the landing of the Scots from Ireland. This 
opinion is founded on the following paffage in Claudian: 

Me quoque vicinis p ere tint em gentibus, inquit, 
Munivit Stilico, tot am cum Scotus Hibemem 
Movit, et infefio fpumavit remige Thetis, 

Mr. Camden is of opinion that Jerby was the ancient Arbeia where the Bar-
carii Tigrienfes were garrifoned. 

Elnborough, or Elenborough, i. e. a borough upon the Eln, now a fin all village, 
fituated near the mouth of the E ln , was anciently called Volantium, and was a 
Roman garriibn, the ftation of the firft cohort of the Dalmatians. There was 
alio a town near this place, then called Olenacum, where the firft Herculean wing 
was garrifoned, in the reign o f T h e o d o f i u s the Younger and fome have thought 
this die town that was afterwards called Elnborough. A t Elnborough however 
have been found many altars, f lames, infcribed ftones, and other remains of Ro-
man antiquity. One of the altars is infcribed thus : 

GENIO LOCI F O R T V N T E R E D V C - - ROM.® JETERNyE E T F A T O 
BONO G, CORNELIVS PEREGRINVS TRIB COHORT EX PROVIN-
C I A M A V R . C i E S D O M O S E T E D S D E C V R - - - - - This infcrip-
tion is imperfect at the bottom, and is by Mr. Camden reftored thus : D E C V -
RIONVM O R D I N E M R E S T I T V I T . On the back fide of this altar, and 

T 2 upoi' 
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upon the tipper edge, are the words V O L A N T I I V I V A S , from which Mr. 
Camden conje&ures, that the altar was votive for the life of G. Cornelius Pere-
grinus, who lived at Volantium, and was erected by the inhabitants, as an ac-
knowledgment of his kindnefs and prote&ion. Under this laft infcription are the 
figures of feveral inftruments ufed in facrifices, as an ax and a chopping knife. 
O n the left fide are a mallet and a j u g ; and on the right a goblet, a diih, and a 
pear. Another of the altars now preferred at this place, was dug up at Carliile, 
and has the following infcription in letters that had many ligatures, which made 
it difficult to be read. 

J O V I O P T I M O M A X I M O . A L A A U G V S T A OB V I R T V T E M A P -
P E L L A T A , C V I P R / E E S T P U B L I V S i E L I V S , P V B L I I F I L I V S S E R G I A 
M A G N V S D E M V R S A E X P A N N O N I A I N F E R I O R E P R ^ F E C T V S . 
A P R O N I A N O E T B R A D V A C O N S V L I B V S . A third altar is infcribed to 
the local deity Belatucadrus, thus: B E L A T V C A D R O J V L I V S C I V I L I S OP-
T I O (i. e. Excubiis Praefedtus) V O T V M S O L V I T L I B E N S M E R I T O ; and 
here is a fourth altar, very fair, which is infcribed thus : DIS, D E A B V S Q V E 
P V B L I V S P O S T H V M I V S A C I L I A N V S P R i E F E C T V S C O H O R T I S 
P R I M / E D E L M A T A R V M . 

Befides thefe altars, there is a ftone curiouily engraved, upon which are two 
winged Genii fupporting a garland, and infcribed V I C T O R I E S A V G G D D N 
N . i. e. Vifieria augujlorum dominmum nojlrorum.,. 

North of Elnborough, not far from an abbey, called Holm Abbey , or Holm-
Cuitrum, but nearer the fea, is Wulfty , a fortrefs, faid to have been built by 
the abbots of Holm-Cultrum, for the fecurity of their books and charters againit 
the incuriions of the Scots. Certain books of magic, fuppofed to have been written 
by Michael Scot, anciently a monk of this houfe, are faid to have been.kept here, 
till they were mouldring into duft. 

Below the monaftery the bay receives the little river Waver, mcreafed by t h e 
W i z a , another rivulet, at the head of which appear the ruins of an ancient city, 
called by the neighbouring inhabitants Old Carliile, and thought to have been, 
the Roman garrifon, called by Antoninus Caftra Exploratorum. T h e wing of 
the Roman army, called Ala Augufta, and A l a Augufta Gordina, was quarter-
ed here in the reign of Gordianus, as appears from feveral inferiptions, which:, 
have been found in and near this place. 

In the high way at Wigton are feveral altars, which are faid to have been 
brought from Elnborough and Old Carliile. O n the fides of them are reprefenta-
tions of fa critical veffels, as a pitcher, a melter, a mallet, and a platter, but the in-
feriptions are fo defaced as not to be legible. N o t far from hence was dug up a , 
pillar of rough ftone, with this infcription : I M P C A E S M . I V L . P H I L I P P O 
P I O F E L I C I A V G E T M . I V L . P H I L I P P O N O B I L I S S I M O CMS. T R 
P. C O S - - -

A t Wardale, between Egremont and Amblefide, a confiderable market town 
of Weftmoreland, there was an altar dug up with this infcription : D E O S A N C T -
T.O B E L A T V C A D R O A V R E L I V S D I A T O V A * A R A E X V O T O P O S V I T 

* f o r Aram ex voio, 

L L I 
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L L . M M. Another altar, dedicated to a local deity, was alfo found near 
this place, with the following infcription: D E O C E A I I O A Y R M R T I . E T 
M S E R V R A C I O P R O SE E T SVIS. Y . S. L L . M . Images of various 
kinds, equeftrian ftatues, eagles, lions, ganymedes, and many other remains of 
antiquity, are (till dug up, wherever the ground is opened in this diftntt. 

Boulnefs, or Bulnefs, now a final! Village, near the weft end of the Piéis 
"Wall, is the place at which Antoninus begins his itinerary, being then the ut-
moft limits of Britain, as a Roman province. It was called by the Romans Bla-
tum-Bulgium, either from the Britifh word Bulch, which fignifies a partition 
or feparation, though we are not told- what it feparates, or from the word Bulge, 
ftill in ufe, which fignifies a jutting out, becaufe the land here bulges, or juiS 
out. Boulnefs has now a fort, of which no account is extant j and many vefti-
ges of ftreets and walls are often difcovered in ploughing the common fields. 
There are alfo fome remains of a caufeway, which is faid to have been carried 
along the ihore from this place quite to Elnborough. Many Roman coins and 
infcriptions have alfo been found here *, and a fmall brafen figure of Mercury or, 
Victory, was dug up not many years ago.., 

Drumbugh Caftle, fituated on the Pitts Wall, fix miles from CaiiiOe, was f o r -
merly a Roman ftation ; and fome fuppofe this place, and not Old Carlifle, t© 
have been the Caftra Exploratorum 3 but the diftances affigned to the Caftra Ex-
ploratorum from other places well known, do not at all favour this opinion. 

Near this place is a village called Burgh-upon Sands, where the Romans had 
another ftation j and here our great and warlike king Edward the Firft died, on 
his march in his laft expedition to Scotland. On the fpot in his camp where he 
expired, which has always been diftinguiihed by fome great ftones that were 
rudely heaped upon it, there is now eretted a fquare" pillar, nine yards and an half 
in height, with thefe infcriptions, in large Roman letters. On the weft fide .* 
M E M O R I S E 7 E T E R N / E E D V A R D I I. R E G I S A N G L L E L O N G E C L A -
R I S S I M I , Q U I IN B E L L I A P P A R A T U C O N T R A S C O T O S O C C U P A -
T U S , H I C IN C A S T R I S O B I I T , 7 J U L I J , A . D. 1307. On the fouth fide ^ 
N O B I L I S S I M U S P R I N C E P S , H E N R I C U S H O W A R D , . D U X N O R F O L -
ClJE, C O M E S M A R E S H A L . A N G L L f f i , C O M E S A R U N D . &c. - - - A B ; 
E D V A R D O I. R E G E A N G L I i E O R I U N D U S P. 1-685. the north fide r. 
J O H A N N E S A G L I O N B Y J, C. F. C.. /. e. Juris confultus fieri fecit, 

Upon the banks of the little river Dacor, near its confluence with the Eimot,, 
and on the fouth fide of Penrith, there is a caftle called. Dacre Caftle, which, 
appears to. have been, once a. magnificent building.. 

In this county there was a tenure called Corn age, by which the poffeffors o f 
lands were obliged to found' a horn upon the approach of the enemy, and" to-
ferve in the wars againft the Scots, marching in the van, and returning in the rear.. 

A t Penrith are the remains of a Daniíh chapel and at a, little diftance the 
ruins of a city, which is now called Old Penrith, from its vicinity to that town,-
and is thought to have been the Roman Petrianae for the A l a Petriana appears 
to have been quartered there, by the- following fragment of an old infcription, 

which. -
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...which one Vlpius Trajanus, a penfionary of that A la fet u p : G A D V N O V L P 
X R A I E M . A L . P E T M A R T I Y S {i F. P. C. 

Here alfo have been found the following epitaphs : 

1. D M . A I C E T V O S M A T E R V I X I T * A X X X X V E T L A T T I O 
F I L Y I X A XII. L I M I S I Y S C O N I Y . E T FILLZE P I E N T I S S I M I S 
P O S V I T . 

2. D M . F L M A R T I O S E N IN f C C A R V E T I O R Q V E S T O R I O 
V I X I T A N X X X X V M A R T I O L A F I L I A E T H E R E S P O N E N J - -
C V R A V I T 

3. D M. C R O T I L O G E R M A N U S V I X A N I S X X V I G R E C A Y I X 
A N I S IIII V I N D I C I A N V S § E R A . E T F I L . T I T . PO. 

Near Penrith, on the banks of the Eden, half a mile beyond its confluence 
with the Eimot, there is a grotto of two rooms, dug out of the folid rock, and 
«called liis Parliih. T h e pafiage to this grotto is difficult and dangerous, and was 
formerly fecured by iron gates, which were Handing not many years ago. It was 
a place of great firength, and is thought to have been ufed as an afylum in time 
.of war. 

A fmall diftance north of Ifis Parliih, on the banks of the Eden, are two in-
¿confiderable villages, called Great Salked, and Little Salked. A t Little Salked 
there is a circle, formed of feventy-feven {tones, each of which is ten feet high. 
T w o of thefe ñones, ftanding at a greater diftance from each other than the reft, 
form an entrance into this circle and before the entrance is a fingle ftone, fif-
teen feet high ; this ftone the common, people call L o n g Meg, and the reft her 
daughters. Within the circle are two heaps of ftones, under which it is thought 
dead bodies have been buried ; and the circle is fuppofed to have been a monu-
ment of fome victory, or of the inveftiture of fome Daniili king. 

In a rock near W e the rail, a village upon the Eden, three miles eaft of Car-
Jifle, there have been dug feveral dwellings, or hiding places, confifting of two 
rooms, one within another, each of them about fix yards fquare. Camden fup-
pofes them to have been places of refuge, which the perpetual danger to which 
the ancient inhabitants of this county were expofed, made neceftary; but as there 
was formerly a little -monaftery at Wetherall, belonging to the abbey of St. Mary, 
in York, Dr. Gibfon thinks it more probable that they were cells for hermits, though 
it is certain that they were very difficult of accefs 5 a circumftance which feems 
rather to favour the opinion of Camden, than that of his commentator. 

On the Caude near Inglewood Foreft, ftood an ancient caftle, called Rofe 
Caftle, thought to be the old Congavata where the fecond Cohort of the Lergi 
were quartered, became Congavata, in the Britiih language, fignifies a vale apn 
the Gavaia, as_ the Caude was anciently called. In this caftle king Edward the 
Firft lodged, in one of his expeditions into Scotland, and dated °his writs for 

11 Faciendum procu.-avit. * Annos. f Cohorte. J dum. § Fratri & filia; titulum pofuit. 

fum-
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fummoning a parliament, Apud la Rofe. It was burnt down during the civil 
wars in 1652 ; but it was reitored and beautified by fevera! fucceffive biihops of 
Carliile, who claim it for their feat, and it is ftill called Rofe Caille. 

Carlifie was by the Romans called Luguballium, Lugubalia, or Luguvallum 
and Carleolum. It is thought by fome to be the place which Ptolemy calls Leu-
copibia ; but the commentator upon Camden thinks this a corruption of As'jxonu'&a, 
i. e. White Houfes, and to be Ptolemy5s name for Whiter», a town of Galloway, 
in Scotland. Though the founder, Luel , was alfo called Luguabal, yet it has been 
thought difficult to affign a reafon why the Romans gave it the name of Lugu-
ballium ; and fome have left the name of the founder out of the queftion ; and 
becaufe Lugus, or Lucus, is the Celtic or Britifh word for a Tower, and this city 
itands upon the Pidts Wall or Vallum, they have conjectured that Luguballium 
was intended to fignify a tower or fort upon the Wall or Vallum. This city has 
a ftrong itone caftle and a citadel, and the arms upon the caitle induced Mr. 
Camden to think it was built by king Richard the Third ; but bifhop Gibfon, 
with more reafon, affirms that it was built by king William the Second, and that 
Richard the Third, in his ihort and troublefome reign, though he had not leifure 
to eredt fuch a building, might probably repair i t a n d this will account for the 
arms, which caufed Camden's miftake. T h e citadel is fortified with feveral oril-
lons or roundels, and was built by king Henry the Eighth. That this city 
fiouriihed in the time of the Romans, is evident from many antiquities, which 
have been dug up near it, and from the frequent mention of it in Roman authors. 
It is recorded by William of Malmfbury, that in the reign of king William the 
Second a Roman triclinium, or dining room, was difcovered in this place, built of 
itone, and arched over in fuch a manner, that it could not be deftroyed even by fire. 
On the front of it was this infcription: M A R I I V I C T O R I A , or, as Camden 
believes, M A R T I VIC T O R I . A large altar of red itone was dug up here not 
long ago, with this infcription, in very fair characters : D E O M A R T I B E L A T V -
C A D R O , which fhews it to have been dedicated to Belus, or fome other local 
deity, worfhipped by the Roman legions that were quartered here. That the 
fixth legion was quartered in this place, appears from the following infcription, 
in beautiful characters, and fuppofed to be cut upon a itone, though that does 
not appear: L E G . VI. VIC. T . F. G. P. R. F. This is interpreted, Legio 
Sexta Viiirix, Pia, F^elix. The other letters are not explained. 

A t Drawdykes, a village upon the Pi6ts Wall, is an altar with this infcrip-
tion: I. O. M. A L A A V G O. B. V R I . A P P I A I V L . PVB. -PS. T . Tf i . 
C E T B E R I 

Near Netherby, a little village on the Efk , north-weft of Brampton, there are-
the remains of a considerable city, which is judged to have been the old iEfica, 
where the tribune of the firft Cohort of the A ft u res kept garrifon againft the. 
Barbarians. .In the;walls of the manlion-houfe here, is this infcription, in me-
mory of the emperor Adrian, fet UD by the fecond legion, called- Augufta: IMP. 
CMS. T R A . H A D R I A N O A V G . L E G . II. A V G . F. Several other inferr-
ed itones have been difcovered here, fince Mr. Camden's time, and a gold coin 
of Nero. One of the ftones is inferibed : IMP. C O M M . COS. i. e. Imperatori 
Commodo Confuli. This feems to have been erected about the year 155, 
when Commodus was fainted by the title of Imperator Br tannicus. On ano-
ther is D E O M A R T I B E L A T V C A D R O RO. V R . RP. C A I I ORVSII. M . 

4 % 
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By which it appears that Belatucadrus was the fame with Mars, who was worihip-
ped in the e a t e n parts o f the world, .under the names of Bel, Baal, and Belinus. 

U p o n a fmall river, called the L e v e n , near Sollom-Mofs, is a village called 
Bew Caftle, or as in fome ancient records, Bueth Caftle, from one Bueth, who 
built a caftle here in the time, of W i l l i a m the Conqueror.' A s this caftle is fitu-
ated amono- the mountains, upon the borders of Scotland, queen Elizabeth kept 
a fmall o-arrifon in it. In the church o f this pariih there is a grave ftone with 
this infcription': L E G II A V G F E C I T : and in the church-yard is a crofs of one" 
intire fquare ftone, about fifteen feet h igh, wailied over .with a white oily var-
nifh or cement, to preferve it from the weather. T h e perpendicular part of the 
crofs is two feet broad at the bottom, and gradually diminiihes towards the top. 
Q n the weft fide of it are carved feveral figures, and among others, a an in a 
facerdotal habit, with a glory round his head, and another reprefenting the Virgin 
Mary , with an infant Jefus in her arms,, both circled with glories. T h e north 
fide is covered with chequer work and characters. T h e chequer work Mr.. Cam-
den fuppofes to have been the arms o f the Vaulxes but the characters were fo 
worn out that he knew not what to m a k e of them. Dr. Nicholfon is of opinion, 
that this infcription iliould be read R Y N B U R U , i. e. the burial of the Run<ey 

or Runick characters, which had been fo long fubfervient to the fuperfti-
tions of Heathenifm, and were now abolifhed by the cOnverfion of the Danes to 
the Chriftian faith or he thinks it m a y be read R Y E E B U R U , which in t h e ' 
Danifh language fignifies a coemetery or burying ground and the chequer work is 
thought to countenance this conjecture, as being an emblem of the tumulix or 
burying places of the ancients, and of* greater antiquity than the family of the 
Vaulxes, whofe arms M r . Camden fuppofed it to be. On the eaft fide are repre-
fentations of birds and grapes, and other ornaments, with an infcription, which is fo 
broken, that Dr. Nicholfon is very doubtful of its purport, though he conjectures 
it might be G A G U B B O E R L A T , i. e.„ Ubbo fubdued the robbers, which he fays 
fuits with the manners of the inhabitants, though not with the other infcription.' 

At Scalby Caftle, of which we meet with no other account, than that it is ' 
five miles north of Carliile, are preferved three "altars, one of which was found 
near the caftle, in the river Irthing. It is a ftone, covered with a fort of yellow 
varnifh, of 4 fquare figure, and having an imperfect fubfcription. T h e other 
was dug up at Cambeck, a village upon a fmall river of that name, from among 
the ruins of an old ftone w a l l ; it has an infcription which is like wife imperfect, 
as has the third alfo, but where it was found does not - appear. 

Brampton is thought to be the ancient Bremeturaeum where the firft cohort 
of the T u n g r i from Germany, and in the decay of the Roman empire, the Cuneus 
armaturarum, under the governor of Britain, were quartered. At. Brampton there 
is a high hill called the Mole, ditched round at the top, from whence there is an 
eXtenfive profpeCt over all the country round". In this neighbourhood are feve-
ral Roman monuments, with imperfect infcriptions and in a rock called Hei-
beck, is an imperfect infcription, fet up by an enfign of the fecond Roman le-
gion, called Augufta , under Agricola the proprietor. In the fame rock alfo are 
the words O F F I C I V M R O M A N O R V M , in a more modern charader. 

A t Naworth Caftle, ten miles from Carliile, are many ftones with Roman 
infcriptions,, of which a few only are legible : on one is I V L , A Y G , D Y O . -

M , 
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M . S I L V . - V M . On another, I. O. M . — I I . ML. D A C . - C. P. - - E S T - - R E -
L I V S . F A . L . S. T R I B . P E T . V O , COS. And on a third, C O H . I. Mh 

. D A C . C O R D . - A L E C . P E R - - There are feveral others, which have been 
brought from Williford, a village upon the Pitts Wall , where Mr. Camden faw 
them. 

A t Burd-Ofwald, a village upon the Pitts Wall, was found a fair votive altar, 
eretted to the goddefs Nymph of the Brigantes, for the health of the emprefs 
Plautilla, wife of M. Aurelius Antoninus Severus, and the whole imperial fami-
ly, by M. Cocceius Nigrinus, treafurer to the emperor, when Lietus was a fecond 
time conful. T h e letters of the infeription are intricate, but may be thus read : 
D E M N Y M P H i E B R I G A N T V M Q V O D V O V E R A T P R O S A L V T E 
P L A V T I L L i E C O N I V G I S I N V I C T i E D O M I N I N O S T R I I N V I C T I I M P 
M . A V R E L . II. S E V E R I A N T O N I N I PII F O E L I C I S CMSARIS A V G V S -
T I T O T I V S Q V E D O M V S D I V I N i E E J V S M . C O C C E I V S N I G R I N V S 
Q V i E S T O R A Y G V S T I N V M I N I D E V O T Y S L I B E N S S V S C E P T V M 
S O L V I T L i E T O — — — 

Below Burd-Ofwald ftands Williford, whence the Pitts Wall pailed the river 
Irthing by an arched bridge. A t this place, which was the ftation of the firft 
iElian Cohort of the. Daci, there are feveral altars, which were eretted by that 
Cohort, and inferibed to Jupiter Optimus Maximus. 

A t the head of South Tyne, may be feen the remains of a Roman caufeway, 
called the. Maiden W a y , which is raifed with ftone, and is about ten yards 
broad in this place it paifes over a tratt of wet fpungy ground, and leads from 
Weftmoreland. 

A t the confluence of the Alne and Tyne, not far from Alilon-Moor, on the 
borders of Northumberland, there are, on the fide o f a gentle afcent, the remains 
of a large town, called Whitley Caille, which has evident marks of great anti-
quity ; on the north fide it appears to have been fortified with four ramparts, 
and on the well with one and a half. It appears, by a long infeription found 
here, that the third cohort of the Nervii built a temple in this place to Antoni-
nus, the emperor, ion of Severus. 

- E C C L E S I A S T I C A L A N T I Q _ U I T I E S. 

St.'Begagh, or St. Bega, a nun from Ireland, is laid to have founded a fmall 
monaftery in Copeland, about the year 650, where a church was afterwards 
eretted to her memory, which gave occafion to build the town of St. Bega, now 
known by the name of St. Bees, fituated within half a mile of Egremont. This 
monaftery being deftroyed by the Danes, was reftored by William, fon of Ranulph 
de Mefchin, earl of Cumberland, in the reign of Henry the Firft, and made a 
cell to the abbey of St. Mary at York, for a prior and fix Benedittine monks, i t 
was endowed at the diifolution, with 143 1. 17s. 2d. per annum. 

Bede mentions a monaftery which was built near the river Dacor, and took 
its name from it, and over which one Suidbert, a religious, prefided : but 
it does not appear from any records to have been Handing fince the Conqueft. 

V O L . I . U Several 
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Several writers of St. Cuthbert's life relate, that in the year 686 he founded at 

Carlifie a convent of monks, a fchool, and an abbey of nuns; but it appears 
from Bede's life "of St. Cuthbert, that there was a monaftery here before St. 
Cuthbert came to Carliile. This city, with all its religious buildings, being de-
ftroyed by the Danes, was rebuilt by king William Rufus and one Walter a 
Norman prieft, who was made governor of it by Rufus, began a monaftery to 
the honour of the Virgin Mary, which was finiihed and endowed by king Henry 
the Firft, who placed regular canons in it, of the order of St. Auftin ; and hav-
ing afterwards eftabliihed the biihop's fee here, made the church of this monafte-
ry°a cathedral; but it is obfervable, that this was the only epifcopal chapter in 
England, of the order of St. Auftin. A t the fuppreffion, the revenues of the bi-
ihopric were valued at 577 1. in the whole, and 5311. 4 s. 11 d. clear. T h e re-
venues of the priory were then valued at 418 1. 3 s. 4 d. Here was a houfe of 
Grey or Francifcan friars, before the year 1390, as alfo a houfe of Black friars, 
founded before the fifty-third year of king Henry the Third and near this city 
was built the hofpital of St. Nicholas, for thirteen leprous people, founded be-
fore the twenty-firft of Edward the Firft. It was granted to the prior and con-
vent of the cathedral church here, in the feventeenth of Edward the Fourth. 

A t Armanthwate, or Armethwait, a village near Cockermouth, was a fmall 
Benedidtine nunnery, built and endowed by king William Rufus, dedicated to 
Chrift Jefus and his mother St. Mary. A t the diifolution, here were a priorefs 
and three nuns, who had lands for their maintenance valued at 181. 18 s. 8 d. per 
annum. 

A t Wetherall, upon the Eden, was a cell of a prior and eight BenediCtine 
monks, belonging to the abbey of St. Mary at York , to which it was given by 
Ranulph de Mefchin, earl of Cumberland, in the reign of William Rufus or Hen-
ry the Firft. It was dedicated to the Holy Trinity, St. Mary, and St. Conftan-
tine, and rated at the fuppreffion, at 117 1. 11 s. 10 d. per annum. 

A t Calder, or Calore, in Copeland, near Egremont, Ranulph the fecond earl 
of Chefter and Cumberland, in the year 1134, founded an abbey for a certain 
number of Ciftertian monks, to the honour of the Virgin Mary, which was en-
dowed at the fuppreffion with 50 1. 9 s. 3 d. per annum. 

A t Holm-Cultrum was an abbey of the Ciftertian order, founded by Henry, 
fon of David, king of Scotland, in the year 1150. It was dedicated to the Vir-
gin Mary, and at the fuppreffion valued at 427 1. 19 s. 3 d. per annum. 

A t Lanercoft, north of Naworth Caftle, upon the PiCts Wall , Robert de Val-
libus, lord of Gilleiland, built in 1169, a monaftery of the order of St. Auftin, 
which was dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen-, and endowed at the fuppreffion with 
the yearly revenue of 77 1. 7 s. 11 d. 

A t Seaton, called alfo Lekelay, upon the north fide of the Derwent, near 
Workington, was a nunnery of Benedidines, dedicated to St. Leonard, and at 
the diifolution valued at 12 1. 12 s. 6 d. per annum. 

A t Penrith was a houfe of Grey friars, founded in or before the reign of Ed-
ward the Second, the value of which we are not acquainted with, 

2- A t 



C U M B E R L A N D. 
A t Grayftock, a town on the Peterel , to the weft of Penrith, the pariih church 

feems to have been collegiate in the year 1358, but the foundation of the provoft 
and warden, and fix fecular priefts, is afcribed to Ralph, lord of the barony of 
Grayftock, in the year 1382, It was valued at 401. 7s, 8d. per annum, clear, 
and 82 h 14s. total 

M E M B E R S of P A R L I A M E N T for this C O U N T Y . 

This county fends fix members t o parliament: two knights of the ihire, for 
the county; two members for the city of Cariifle, and two for Cockermouth. 
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is of the priory were then valued at 418 1. 3 s. 4 d . Here was a houfe 01 
or Francifcan friars, before the year 1390, as alfo a houfe of Black friars, 
ed before the fifty-third year of king Flenry the Third •, and near this city 
milt the hofpital of St. Nicholas, for thirteen leprous people, founded be-
he twenty-firft of Edward the Firft. It was granted to the prior and con-
of the cathedral church here, in the feventeenth of Edward the Fourth. 

Armanthwate, or Armethwait, a village near Cockermouth, was a fmall 
littine nunnery, built and endowed by king William Rufus, dedicated tc 
[ Jefus and his mother St. Mary, A t the diffolution, here were a priorefs 
hree nuns, who had lands for their maintenance valued at 181. 18 s. 8 d. per 

Wetherall, upon the Eden, was a cell of a prior and eight Benedittine 
s, belonging to the abbey of St. Mary at York, to which it was given by 
Iph de Mefcliin, earl of Cumberland, in the reign of William Rufus or Hen-
e Firft. It was dedicated to the Holy Trinity, St. Mary, and St. Conftan-
and rated at the fuppreifion, at 117 1. 11 s. 10 d. per annum. 

: Calder, or Calore; in Copeland, near Egremont, Ranulph the fecond earl 
icfter and Cumberland, in the year 1134, founded an abbey for a certain 
ser of Ciftertian monks, to the honour of the Virgin Mary, which was en-
I at the fuppreifion with 50 1. 9 s. 3 d. per annum. 

Holm-Cultrum was an abbey of the Ciftertian order, founded by Flenry, 
if David, king of Scotland, in the year 1150. It was dedicated to the Vir-
lary, and at the fupprefiion valued at 427 1. 19 s. 3 d. per annum. 

Lanercoft, north of Naworth Caftle, upon the Pitts Wall, Robert de Val-
lord of Gilleiland, built in 1169, a monaftery of the order of St. Auftln, 

\ was dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen, and endowed at the fuppreifion with 
;arlv revenue of 77 1. 7 s. 11 d. 
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D E R B Y S H I R E . 

N A M E , 

IT is generally thought that this county was called Derbyihire from Derby, 
the name of the county town but there are fome reafons for believing, that 

the town rather took its name from the county •» for the county is faid to have 
been called Deojibi-jxyjre by the Saxons, who at the fame time called the town 
Nojitrhpojarhig, a name which the Danes afterwards reje&ed, denominating the 
town from the county, and calling it Deoraby, of which the prelent name Derby 
is manifeftly a contradion. Deoraby or Derby, the name both of the ihire and 
the town, fome have derived from Derwent, the name of the principal river; 
and others have fuppofed it to be formed to exprefs a park or ihelter for deer? 
an opinion which the arms of Derby, the county town, feem to favour, being a 
buck couchant in a park. 

S I T U A T I O N , B O U N D A R I E S , F I G U R E and E X T E N T , 

This county, which lies in the middle of England, inclining a little north-
ward, is bounded by Nottingharaihire and a part of Leicefterihire on the eait, 

i ty 
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D E R B Y S I I I R E, 
by another part of Leicefterfhire on the fouth, by Staffordihire and part of Che« 
ihire on the weft, and by Yorldhire on the north. It is of a triangular form -y 

its length from fouth to north is about 40 miles; its breadth upon the north fide 
is about 30 miles, and on the fouth fide it is no more than fix i its circumfer-
ence is about 130 miles, and Wirkfworth, a confiderable market town, and the 
moil centrical in the county, Hands at the diitance of 118 miles from London, 

R I V E R S . 

T h e principal rivers in this county are the Derwent, the Dove, and the Erwaih. 
T h e Derwent riles in a rocky, mountainous, and barren trad of country, in the 
north-weft part of this county, which the Saxons called Peaclond, i. e. an emi-
nence, and is now called the Peak of Derby thence it runs fouth-eaft, through 
a foil which gives the water a blackiih colour, quite crofs the county, dividing it 
nearly into equal parts ; and about eight miles fouth-eaft of the town of Derby, 
it falls into the Trent, a large river which rifes in Staffordihire, and runs through 
the counties of Derby, Nottingham, Lincoln, and York. 

T h e Dove is faid to derive its name from the gloffy blue or purple colour of 
its water, which refembles the colour of the bird of the fame name. This river 
alfo rifes in the Peak of Derby, and running fouth-eaft, divides this county from 
Staffordihire, and falls into the Trent, a few miles north of Burton upon Trent, 
a confiderable market town of Staffordihire. 

T h e Erwaih feparates the counties of D e r b y and Nottingham, and falls into 
the Trent, four or five miles north-eaft of the place where the Derwent empties 
itfelf into that river. 

A I R , S O I L , and N A T U R A L P R O D U C T I O N S . 

T h e two parts into which the river Derwent divides this county are very dif-
ferent, as well with refpect to the air as to the foil, except juft on the banks of 
the river, where the foil is on both fides remarkably fertile. In the eaftern divi-
sion the air is healthy, and its temperature agreeable. T h e foil is every where 
fruitful, and therefore well cultivated, producing grain of almoft every kind, in 
great abundance, particularly barley. But in the weftern divifion, the air in ge-
neral is fharper, the weather is more variable, and ftorms of wind and rain more 
frequent. T h e face of the country is rude and mountainous, and the foil, ex-
cept in the vallies, is rocky and fteril the hills however afford pafture for iheep, 
which in this county are very numerous. A l o n g the banks of the river Dove 
this county is remarkably fertile, which is generally afcribed to its frequently 
overflowing them, efpecially in the fpring, and leaving behind it a prolific ilime, 
which it brings from the beds of lime among which it rifes : this river is particu-
larly famous for producing a fifn called graylings, and for trouts reckoned the 
be it in England. 

T h e weftern part of this county, notwithftanding its barrenneis, is yet as profi-
table to the inhabitants as the eaftern part, for it produces great quantities of the 
beft lead, alfo antimony, mill-ftones, and grindftones, befides marble, alabafter, 
a coarie fort of cryftal fpar, green and white vitriol, alum, pitcoal, and iron. 

T R A D E , 
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T R A D E. 

With thefe commodities, and with malt and .ale, of which great quantities are 
made in this county, the inhabitants carry on a confiderable trade ; but it does 
not appear that they have any manufa&ory of note, 

C I V I L and E C C L E S I A S T I C A L D I V I S I O N S . 

Derbyshire is divided into fix hundreds, and contains eleven market towns, but 
no city, it lies in the province of Canterbury and diocefe of Coventry and Litch-
field, and has 106 parifhes. 

M A R K E T T O W N S . 

T h e market towns are Alfreton, Aihborn, Bakewel, Bolfover, Chapel in the 
Frith, Chefterfield, Derby, Dronfield, Tidefwall, Winiler, and Wirkfworth. 

A L F R E T O N , which is thought to have been anciently called Alfred's Town, 
from its having been originally built by king Alfred, is fituated 135 miles north-
weft of London, and is remarkable only for its ale, which, though very ftrong, 
has a good flavour. 

A S H B O R N , or A S H B O R N E , is fituated on the eaft fide of the river Dove, and 
on the borders of Staffordihire. It is 108 miles diftance north-weft from London, 
and ten miles from Derby. It ftands in a rich foil, and carries on a confiderable 
traffic with cheefe, great quantities of which it fends both up and down the T r e n t 

B A K E W E L was called by the Saxons Baddecanpell, and is fuppofed to have 
taken its name from the baths and fprings of hot waters near it, now called Buxton 
Wells, becaufe Bade or Baden, in the German language, fignifies a well It ftands 
on a fmall river, called the W y e , near its conflux with the Derwent, and is dif-
tant from London 114 miles. It is a large town, and though it has only one 
church, it has feven chapels, and is exempt from epifcopal jurifdiction. Its chief 
trade, which is very confiderable, is in lead. 

B O L S O V E R is diftant from London 104 miles. It has a caftle, of which no 
defcription is extant, and is a large well built town, but is noted only for mak-
ing fine tobacco pipes. 

C H A P E L IN T H E F R I T H is fituated in a hundred called the High Peak, about 
149 miles north-weft from London, and is fo inconfiderable, as never to have 
been particularly defcribed. 

C H E S T E R F I E L D is the chief town of a hundred in the north-eaft part of this 
county, called Scarfdale Hundred. It is diftant 116 miles north-weft from Lon-
don, and is pleafantly fituated in a fruitful foil on the fide of a hill, between two 
rivulets, called the Ibber and Rother. It was made a free borough by king John, 
but is now only a corporation, governed by a mayor and aldermen. It is populous 
and well built 5 the market place is fpacious, and a market houfe has been late-



D E R B Y S H I R E . 
Jy created. T h e church is a fine ftru&ure, but the fpire, being built of timber,, 
and covered with lead, is warped by the weather from its perpendicular dire&ion. 
Here is a free ichool, v/hich is faid to be the moil confiderable in the north of 
England, and fends many ftudents to the univerfities, efpecially to Cambridge. 
T h e market is well fupplied with lead, grocery, mercery, malt, leather, {lock-
ings, blankets, and bedding, commodities in which it carries on a confiderable 
trade with Yorkihire, Northamptonihire, Lincolnihire, Leicefterihire, and L o n -
don, as well as with the neighbouring towns, the Peak, and the cities of Chef-
ter, Manchefter, and Liverpool. 

D E R B Y , which is the county town, and probably denominated from the coun-
ty, is diftant from London 122 miles. It is fituated upon the weftern banks of 
the Derwent, and upon the fouth is watered by a fmaller ftream, called Mertin 
Brook, which falls into the Derwent, a little way eaft of the town. Oyer this 
brook there are nine bridges, and there is alfo a fair ftone bridge of five arches, 
over the Derwent, upon which there is a dwelling houfe that was formerly a 
chapel, dedicated to St. Mary. This town was a royal borough in the reign of 
Edward the Confefibr, and was afterwards incorporated by a charter from king 
Charles the Firft. It is governed by a mayor, a high fteward, nine aldermen, a 
recorder, a town clerk, fourteen brethren, and fourteen common council men. 
It is large, well built, and populous, and is divided into five pariihes, in each of 
which there is a church. T h e church of A l l Saints is the moil remarkable : it 
appears by an infeription, to have been originally built by the contribution of the 
batchelors and maidens of the town, in the reign of queen Mary but no part of 
the old building is {landing, except the tower, which is a beautiful Gothic ftruc-
ture, 178 feet high : the chancel has been lately rebuilt. Near this church is an 
hofpital for eight poor men and four women, founded by a couritefs of Devon-
ihire. T h e town-hail, in v/hich the affizes and feflions are kept, is a large beau-
tiful building of free-Hone, with a handfome court-yard, neatly paved, and plant-
ed with trees. Many gentlemen, who have eilates in the Peak, refide here; and 
on a piece of ground called the R o w Ditches, near this town, there are frequent 
horfe-races. 

In an ifland of the Derwent, facing the town, is a curious machine, the only 
one of the kind in Britain. It is a mill for the manufadure of filk, which was 
erefted in 1734, by the late Sir Thomas L o m b e , who brought the defign of it 
from Italy, at the hazard of his life. This mill works the three capital engines 
for making organzine or thrown filk, which was before made only in Italy, and 
thence imported into England for ready money. 

T h e mill has 26,586 wheels, and 97,746 movements, which are all worked 
by one water-wheel that turns round three times in a minute. By every turn of 
the water-wheel the machine twills 73,726 yards of filk thread, fo that in twen-
ty-four hours it will twill 318,496,320 yards. O f this complicated machine, any 
Tingle wheel or movement may be ilopt, without impeding the reft ; and the 
whole is governed by one regulator. 

T h e houfe which contains this mill is five or fix ftories high, and near a quar-
ter of a mile in length ; yet the whole of it is at once equally warmed by a fire 
-engine, contrived for that purpofe. T h e machine was thought of fuch import-

ance 







D E R B Y S H I R E . 
ance by the legiilature, that on the expiration of the patent, which Sir Thomas 
had obtained for the fole life of it during fourteen years, the parliament granted 
him 14,000 1. as a further recompence for the very great hazard he ran, and the 
expence he had incurred, by introducing and ere&ing it, on condition that he 
iliould fuffer a perfect model of it to be taken, in order to fecure and perpetu-
ate the invention; and a model of it, being accordingly taken, is now kept in the 
Record Office, in the Tower of London. 

T h e trade of this town is not very confiderable; for though it is a ftaple, or 
fettled mart, for wool, yet it depends chiefly upon a retail trade in corn, which is 
bought and fold again to the inhabitants of the Peak, and upon malt and ale, 
great quantities of which are fent to London. For the benefit of the trade, the 
Derwent has lately been made navigable to the Trent ; but every avenue to the 
town by land, is rendered almoft impaffable by dirt and mire. 

D R O N F I E L D is 1 2 4 miles north-weft of London, and four miles weft of Bolio-
ver. It is fituated among the mountains at the edge of the Peak, in fo wholfome 
an air, that the natives commonly live to a very great age, and the neighbouring 
gentry refort much to it j fo that it abounds with fine buildings. Here is a cha-
rity fchool, and a free «grammar fchool. The grammar fchool was founded in 
1567, by H . Fanfhaw, Efq-, a native of the place, who was remembrancer in 
the exchequer to queen Elizabeth. 

T I D E S W A L L , or T I D E S W E L L , thus named probably from a well or fpring, at 
the bottom of a hill near it, which conftantly ebbs and flows with the tide of the 
fea, is 146 miles diftant from London, and has a free fchool. 

W I N S T E R is diftant from London 1 3 3 miles, and is fituated fouth-weft of Bake-
wel, near fome rich mines of lead. 

W I R K S W O R T H , or W O R K S W O R T H , is a large and much frequented town, the 
chief of an hundred of the fame name in the Peak. Here is an handfome church, 
a free fchool, and an almfhoufe. Wirkfworth is the greateft market for lead in 
England; for at a fmall diftance from it, and at Creich, a village to the eaft-
ward of it, and on the eaft fide of the Derwent, are the furnaces for fmelting it. 
Thefe furnaces are built on the hills eaft of the town, and on that part of them 
which is expofed to the weft winds. They burn wood in them, and generally 
wait for a weft wind, before they begin to fmelt for the fumes, which are ex-
treamiy noxious, are then carried directly from the town and though if they 
had been built weft of the town, and worked with the wind at eaft, the fumes 
would have been equally blown from the town; yet the eaft fituation was pre-
ferred, becaufe it is found by experience, that the wind blows longer from the 
weft quarter than from any other. 

T h e produce of the mines in this hundred is very confiderable. The k i n o -

claims the thirteenth penny as a duty, for which the proprietors compound at the 
rate of one thoufand pounds a-year : and it is faid, that the tythe of Wirkfworth 
alone has been worth as much yearly to the re&or of the pariih. 

VOL. L X Mill« 
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Mill-ftones and grindftones are alfo dug up, and veins of antimony found near 
this place. Wirkfworth is alfo remarkable for a court, called the barmoot,. 
which is kept to determine controverfies among the miners, and confifts o f a 
matter and twenty-four jurors, 

C U R I O S I T I E S . 

T h e moil remarkable curiofities of this county are thofe of the Peak, which, 
being feven in number, are commonly called the feven wonders of the Peak. 

Chatfworth T h e firil is the magnificent palace of the duke of Devonihire, called Chatf-. 
Houfe. * worth Houfe, the only one of the feven wonders that is not the production of nature. 

It Hands about fix miles fouth-weft of Chefterfield, on the eait fide of the Der-
went, having the river on one fide, and on the other a very lofty mountain, the 
declivity of which is planted very thick with firs. T h e heads of thefe trees gra-
dually rifing as the mountain afcends, might feem to a poetical imagination, to 
have climbed one above another, to overlook and admire the beauties of the 
building below. T h e front, which looks to the gardens, is a piece of regular 
architecture. Under the cornice of the frife is the family motto, " Cavendo tu-
tus ," which, though but twelve letters, reaches the whole length o f the pile ; 
the faihes of the attic itory are feventeen feet h i g h ; the panes are of ground 
glafs, two feet wide, and the wood work of the frames is doubly gilt. T h e hall 
and chapel are adorned with paintings by Yario, an Italian mailer of great emi-
nence ; particularly a very fine representation of the death of Caefar in the Capi-
tol, and of the refurre£tion of our Lord. T h e chambers, which are large and 
elegant, form a magnificent gallery, at the end of which is the duke's clofet, fine-
ly beautified with Indian paintings. T h e weft front, which faces the Derwent, 
is adorned with a magnificent portal, before which there is a ftone bridge over 
the river, with a tower upon it, that was built by the countefs of Shrewibury. 
There is alfo in an ifland in the river, a building like a caftle, which, feen from 
the houfe, has a good effedt. In the garden there is a grove of cyprefs, and fe-
veral ftatues extreamly well executed. There is alfo a very fine piece of water, 
in which there are feveral ftatues reprefenting Neptune, his Nereids, and fea horfes ; 
on the banks is a tree of copper reprefenting a willow, from every leaf of which 
water is made to iifue by the turning of a cock, fo as to form an artificial ihower. 
Advantage has been taken of the irregularity of the ground to form a cafcade; 
at the top are two fea nymphs with their urns, through which the water ifiues ; 
and in the bafon, at bottom, there is an artificial role, fo contrived, that water 
may be made to iifue from it, fo as to form the figure of that flower in the air. 
There are many other beauties both of art and nature, peculiar to the place, o f 
which the bounds of this work will not admit a particular defcription, and o f 
which no defcription, however minute and judicious, could convey an adequate 
idea. This palace was built by William, the firft duke of Devonihire. T h e ftone 
ufed in the building was dug from quarries on the fpot, including the marble, 
which is finely veined, but is found in iuch plenty, that feveral people have ufed 
it to build houfes. 

From this houfe there is a moor, extending thirteen miles north, which has 
neither hedge, houfe, nor tree, but is a dreary and defolate wildernefs, which no 

ftran-
2 
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ftranger can crofs without a guide. This plain however contributes not a little 
to the beauty of Chatfworth $ for the contrail not only renders it more ftriking, 
but it contains a large body of water, covering near thirty acres of ground, which 
is not only a common drain for the adjacent country, but iupplies all the refervoirs, 
canals, cafcades, and other water-works in the gardens of Chatfworth Houfe, to 
which it is condufted by pipes, properly difpofed for that purpole. 

Upon the hills beyond the garden is a park, where are alio fome ilatues and 
other curiofities 5 but even thefe hills are over-looked by a very high rocky-
mountain, from which the view of the palace, and the cultivated valley, in which 
it Hands, breaks at once upon the traveller like the effect of enchantment. 

In the houfe that was firit built upon this fpot, by Sir William Cavendiih of 
Suffolk, Mary, queen of Scots, remained prifoner for feventeen years, under the 
care of Cavendifh's widow, the countefs of Shrewsbury, in memory of which, the 
new lodgings, that are built in place of the old, are ilill called the Queen of 
Scots Apartment. Marihal Tallard alfo, the French general, who was taken pri-
foner by the duke of Marlborough at the battle of Hockftet, was entertained 
here a few days; and when he took his leave of the duke, he faid, 6 that when 
' he returned to France, and reckoned up the days of his captivity in England, 
c he ihould leave out thole he had fpent at Chatfworth.5 

T h e fecond wonder of the Peak is a mountain, fituated nine or ten miles north- Mam-Tor. 
weft of Chatfworth Houfe, called Mam-Tor, a name which iignifies a Mother 
Tower. This mountain, though it is perpetually mouldring away, and the earth 
and ftones are falling from the precipice above in fuch quantities, as to terrify 
the neighbouring inhabitants with the noife, is yet of fuch an enormous bulk, 
that the decreafe is not to be perceived. 

The third wonder is Eden-Hole, near Chapel in the Frith : Eden-Hole is a vail Eden Hols, 

chafm in the fide of a mountain, twenty-one feet wide, and more than forty feet 
long. In this chafm or cave appears the mouth of a pit, the depth of which 
could never be fathomed : a plummet once drew 884 yards, which is fomething 
more than half a mile, of line after it, of which the laft eighty yards were wet, 
but no bottom was found. Several attempts to fathom it have been fmce made, 
and the plummet has fometimes flopped at half that depth, owing probably to its 
refting on fome of the protuberances that ftand out from the fides. That fuch 
protuberances there are, is proved by an experiment conilantly made, to ihew 
its great depth to thole that vifit the place, by the poor people that attend them, 
who always throw fome large ftones down into it, which are heard to ftrike againit 
the irregularities of the iide With a fainter and a fainter found, that is at length 
gradually loft. The earl of Leicefter, in the reign of queen Elizabeth, hired a 
poor wretch to venture down in a baiket, who, after he had defcended 200 ells, 
was drawn up again, but to the great diiappointment of the curious enquirer, he 
had loft his fenfes, and in a few days after died delirious. The cavern in which 
this pit is found, is contracted within the rock, and water is continually tricks 
ling from the topy where it; alio forms fparry concretions. 

The fourth wonder of the Peak is a medicinal water, which rifes from nine Buxton 
fprings, near Buxton, a little village, not far from the head of the river W y e , Wells. 

X 2 whence 
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whence they are called Buxton Wells, T h e bed or foil, from which the water 
iilues, is a kind of marble and it is remarkable, that within five feet of one of 
the hot fprings there is a cold one. 

T h e ufe of thefe waters, both by drinking and bathing, is much recommend-
ed, and the wells are therefore greatly frequented in the fummer feafon. T h e 
water is laid to be fulphureous and faline, yet it is not foetid nor unpalatable, 
becaufe the fulphur is not united with any vitriolic particles, and but with few 
that are faline j for the fame reafon it does not tinge filver, nor a£t as a cathar-
tic. "When drank it creates a good appetite, removes obitruCtions, and if mixed 
with the chalybeat water, wi th which this place alfo abounds, it anfwers ail the 
intentions of the celebrated waters of the Bath in Somerfetihire, or thole of the 
Hot well below Briftol. T h e ufe of this water by bathing, has been recommend-
ed by phyficians in all fcorbutic, rheumatic, and nervous diforders. 

Thefe wells are inclofed within a handfome itone building, ere&ed at the charge 
of George earl of Shrewibury. Here is a convenient houfe for the accommoda-
tion of ftrangers, built at the charge of the duke of Devonihire, There is a 
bath-room which is arched over head, and is rendered handfome and convenient. 
T h e bath will accommodate twenty people at a time to walk and fwim in. T h e 
temper of the water is blood warm, and it may be raifed at pleafure to any 
height. Mary, queen of Scots, who was here for fome time, took her leave of 
it in the diitich of Caefar upon Feltria, varied thus: 

Buxtona, qua callidte celebrahere nomine lymphs., 
Forte mihi pofihac non adeunda, Vale. 

Tideiwdl. T h e fifth curiofity, called a wonder, is the fpring called Tidefwell, fituated 
near the market town to w h i c h it has given its name. T h e well is about three 
feet deep, and three feet w i d e , and the water, in different and uncertain peri-
ods of time, finks and rifes with a gurgling noife, two thirds of the perpendicu-
lar depth of the well. M a n y conjectures have been formed to account for this 
phenomenon. Some have thought that in the aquedudt a itone Hands in equi-
librio, and produces the rife and fall of the water by vibrating backwards and for-
wards ; but it is as difficult to conceive what ihould produce this vibration at un-
certain periods, as what ihould produce the rife and fall of the water; others 
imagine that thefe irregular ebbings and Rowings, as well as the gurgling noife, 
are occafioned by air, which agitates or preifes the water from the fubterraneous 
cavities ; but thefe do not tell us what can be fuppofed firit to move the air; 
others have imagined the fpr ing to be occafionally fupplied from the overflowings 
of fome fubterraneous body o f water, lying upon a higher level. 

Fool's hole. T h e fixth wonder of the P e a k is a cave, called Pool's hole, faid to have taken 
its name from one Pool, a notorious robber, who being outlawed, fecreted him-
felf here from juftice ; but others will have it that Pool was fome hermit, or an-
chorite, who made choice o f this difmal hole for his cell. Pool's hole is fituat-
ed at the bottom of a lofty mountain, called Coitmois, near Buxton. T h e en-
trance is by a fmall arch, fo very low, that fuch as venture into it are forced to 
creep upon their hands and knees, but it gradually opens into a vault more than 
a quarter of a mile long, a n d , as fome have pretended, a quarter of a mile high. 

It 
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It is certainly very lofty, and looks not unlike the infide of a Gothic cathedral 
In a cavern to the right, called Pool's Chamber, there is a fine echo, though it 
does not appear of what kind it is and the found of a current of water, which 
runs along the middle of the great vault, being reverberated on each fide, very 
much encreafes the aftoniihment of all who vifit the place. Here on the floor, 
are great ridges of ftones ; water is perpetually diftilling from the roof and fides 
of this vault, and the drops, before they fall, produce a very pleafing effed^ by 
refle&ing numberlefs rays from the candles carried by the guides they allb,^ from 
their quality, form cryftallizations of various forms, l ike the figures of fret-
work ; and in ibme places, having been long accumulated one upon another, 
they have formed large malíes, bearing a rude refemblance to men, lions, dogs, 
and other animals. 

In this cavity is a column, as clear as alabafter, called Mary Queen o f Scots 
Pillar, becaufe it is pretended ihe went in fo far and beyond it there is a fteep 
afeent, for near a quarter of a mile, which terminates in a hollow in the roof,_ cal-
led the Needle's Eye, in which, when the guide places his candle, it looks like a 
ftar in the firmament. If a piftol be fired near the Queen's Pillar, the report 
will be as loud as a cannon. There is another paffage b y which people gener-
ally return. Not far from this place are two fprings, one cold and the other hot, 
but fo near one another, that the thumb and finger of the fame hand may be 
put into both ftreams at the fame time. 

T h e feventh and laft wonder of the Peak is a cavern, unaccountably called the Devil's arfe; 
Devil 's arfe, and fometimes the Peak's arfe. It runs under a fteep hill, about 
fix miles north-weft of Tidefwall , by an horizontal entrance fixty feet wide, and 
fomething more than thirty feet high. T h e top of this entrance refembles a re-
gular arch, chequered with ftones of different colours, from which petrifying wa-
ter is continually dropping. Here are feveral huts, which look like a little town, 
inhabited by a let of people who feem in a great meafure to fubfift by guiding 
ftrangers into the cavern, which opens at the extremity of this entrance. T h e 
outward part of this cave is very dark •> it is alfo rendered very flippery, by a cur-
rent of water which runs acrofs the entrance, and the rock hangs fo low, that it 
is neceifary to ftoop in order to go under i t ; but having paifed this place, and 
another current, which fometimes cannot be waded, the arch opens again to a 
third current, near which are large banks of fand ; after thofé are paffed the rock 
clofes. 

Thefe curiofities are very poetically defcribed by the celebrated Mr. Hobbes,, 
in Latin verfe, and very particularly by one Cotton, in Engli ih doggrel. 

Befides the wonders of the Peak, there are other curiofities in. this county^R0ckbg 
Near a village in the H i g h Peak, called Birchover, north-weft of Tidefwall, is a Hones, 
laro-e rock with two ftones upon it, called rocking ftones v one of them is twelve 
feet high, and thirty-fix feet round, yet it refts upon a point in fuch an equi-
poife, that it may be moved with a finger. 

Near Brudwall, a village in the H i g h Peak, about feven or eight miles north- Exfraordiha, 
weft of Bakewel, a fubftance refembling a tooth was d u g up, which, though. r y iubiWs* 

one 
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•one fourth of it was broken oír, mesíiired thirteen inches, and a half round, and 
weighed near four pounds; and among other fubftances, fuppofed to be bones, 
there was a Hull, which held feven pecks of corn. It is ftrange that if the Ikull 
was intire, there ihould be any doubt whether it belonged to a man or a brute; 
yet we are told fome thought thefe fuppofed bones belonged to an elephant, and 
others to a man j it is however judicioufly determined by later writers, that they 
are not bones, but formed of that genus of fpars called the ílalaclitíe, by the 
dropping of water from the roofs of fome fubterranean caverns. 

Swallows. - A t the bottom of feveral mountains in this county, there are cavities, called 
by the inhabitants fwallows, becaufe they fwallow up feveral ftreams which never 
re-appear. But fome think that the fubterraneous rivers in the Devil's Arfe, and 
other rapid fprings, that iflue out of fome mountains near Caftleton, a town fix 
miles north-eaft of Buxton, are formed from the conflux of waters in thofe ca-
vities. 

A t Stanley, a village on the north fide of Bolfover; and at Quarndon, another 
fmall village, near Derby, there are chalybeat fprings, of the fame kind with 
thofe of Tunbridge, in Kent, and the Scarborough Spaw, in Yorkshire. A t 
Quarndon there is alio a cold bath, and great numbers of people referí thither, 
at the feafon proper for drinking the waters. 

A t Kedlefton, a fmall town near. Derby, is a well, iaid to be of Ungular vir-
tue in healing old ulcers, and curing the leprofy. 

Near Wirkfworth there are two fprings, one hot and the other cold, not two 
feet diftant from each other. 

A t Matlock, a village upon the banks of the Derwent, ten miles north-weft 
from Derby, there are feveral warm fprings, called Matlock Wells. The waters 
of thefe fprings are ufed both internally and externally; ufed internally, they are faid 
to attenuate, heat, and rarefy the blood ; externally they are recommended in the 
rheumatifm, and all diforders of the ikin. T o accommodate thofe who are di-
rected to ufe them externally, a bath has been conftruded, in doled in a proper build-
ing, lined with lead, and large enough to receive eight or ten people at a time 
who deicend into it by fteps made for that purpofe. The water that fupplies this 
bath, which is but juft milk warm, i Hues from a rock in a moil delio-h'tful 
plain, about a mile in circumference, furrounded by rocky hills, and a ""rapid 
ftream. - ' 1 

Thefe wells are much frequented, and would be more fo, were it not for the 
fteney mountainous road that leads to them, as well as the want of accommoda 
tion on the fpot. The traveller to Matlock is obliged to pafs over barren moors 
or many miles extent, in perpetual danger of flipping into coal or lead pits or 
to ride feveral miles on the edge of a fteep rock, which is either fmooth 'and 
ilippery, or covered with loofe ftones, which endanger his falling into the V í e v 
beneath, the bottom of which is fcarcely to be diftinguifhed by the eye nor I 
there any houfe of entertainment nearer to the wells than the diftian.ee of at leaft 
half a mile.. 

Medicinal 
brings. 

On 
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On the eait fide of the Derwent, over againft Matlock Bath, is a vaft pile of The Tor. 
rocks, 420 feet high, called the Tor, under which are feveral little cottages. 

The river Dove fometimes fwells in the fpace of twelve hours, to fuch a height, T h e fudden 

that it carries away whole flocks of iheep and herds of cattle and it returns as inundations of 

fuddenly to its natural channel. Thefe inundations are occafioned by ihots of wa- the D o v e-
ter, which this river frequently receives in its courfe through fo mountainous a 
country. 

. I n digging^near a place where a chapel, dedicated to St. James, formerly flood, A gigantic 

in the town of Derby, a ftone coffin was difcovered, and in it a body of a prodigi- feeleton. 

ous fize, which the firit motion ihook into duit. T h e coffin was hollowed in the 
fhape of a human body. 

A N T I Q U I T I E S . 

T h e ancient inhabitants of Derbyihire, in common with thofe of Northampton- Ancient 

ihire, Leiceilerihire, Rutlandihire, Lincolnihire, and Nottinghamfhire, were by the inhabitants 
Romans called Coritani; but whence that name was derived is not known. In 
the time of the Saxon Heptarchy, thefe counties were all included in the king-
dom of the Mercians; and the inhabitants of Derbyihire and Nottinghamfhire, 
from their fituation on the north fide of the river Trent, were called Mercii Ac-
quilones, or the Northern Mercians. 

Repton, a fmall town fituated near the conflux of the Trent and Dove, was Roman 
called by the Romans Repandum, but by the Saxons Hjiepandun, and was an- towns" 
ciently a large town, and the burial place of feveral of the Mercian kings. 

Little Cheiler, now a fmall village upon the Derwent, near Derby, but upon 
the other fide of the river, was anciently a city. It was alfo a Roman ilation, as 
appears by a great number of Roman coins, of different metals, that have been 
found in it. When the water of the Derwent happens to be very clear, the 
foundation of a bridge may be feen, which croifed it in this place. 

Melborn, a fmall town, about five or fix miles fouth-eafl of Derby, was for- A royal man* 

merly a royal manfion, and had a cattle, now a heap of ruins, where John duke of fion. 
Bourbon, who was taken prifoner at the battle of Agincourt by Henry the Fifth, 
was confined nineteen years, and was then releafed by Henry the Sixth. 

In the reign of Edward the Confeifor, which began in the year 1042, there-Anfi u-ties 

were 143 burgefies in the town of Derby; but this place was fo reduced in Wil- Derby!'"" 
liam the Conqueror's time, who began his reign in 1066, that the buro-effes 
were only one hundred; and thefe, at the feaft of St. Martin, were obliged to 
pay twelve thraves, or forty-eight ihocks of corn to the king. The Danes,'"while 
they remained mailers of this country, made the town of Derby their principal 
refort, till Ethelfleda, a princefs of the Mercians, took it by furprize, and put 
all the Danes that ihe found in it to the fword. It is thought that there was 

for-



D E R B Y S H I R E . 

formerly a caftle in the fouth-eaft quarter of this t o w n , becaufein that part there is 
a hill, ¿ailed Cow-caftle-hill ; and a ilreet, leading to St. Peter's Church, which 
in ancient deeds, is called Caillegate ; but no veft iges of a caftle are now to be 
found. 

Roman altars Bakewel is thought to have been a Roman town, becaufe an altar, of a rough 
fort of ftone, has been dug up near it, infcribed thus: D E O M A R T I B R A C I -

ACM O S 1 T T I V S C / E C I L I A N . P R E F E C T . T R O . V . S. T w o or 
three other altars have alfo been found near this place, but without any in-

scription. 

Tenure for Some lands in this county were anciently held b y a tenure for deftroying wolves, 
deftroying A n d at Wormhill, a fmall village near Bakewel, are certain lands, which to this 
vvoIves' day retain the name of Wolvehunt, which they originally acquired by being held 

tinder this tenure. 

Caftleton, a fmall town in the H i g h Peak, near Pool's Hole, had its name from 
an old caftle adjoining to it, which, by its fituation, mult have been impreg-
nable ; being built upon a fteep and dangerous rock, to which there is but one 
afcent, and that is fo full of windings, that it is t w o miles to the top. 

Burgh, a little village near Caftleton, was frequented by the Romans, as ap-
caufey and pears from a caufey,; leading from it to the baths of Buxton, and therefore called 
bath. Bathgate. Buxton baths are known to have been eminent in the time of the 

Romans, becaufe Lucan, and other Roman writers mention them ; and there is a 
Roman wall cemented with red Roman plafter, clofe to one of the fprings, cal-
led St. Anne's Well , where alfo may be feen the ruins of an ancient bath, and 
its dimenfions. 

E C C L E S I A S T I C A L A N T I Q ^ U I T I E S. 

A t Repton there wras before the year 660, a noble monaftery of religious 
men and women, under the government of an abbefs; but this being deftroyed 
by the Danes, Maud, widow to Ranulph, the fecond earl of Chefter, about the 
year , J 172, built here a priory of Black canons, of the order of St. Auftin, de-
dicated to the honour of the Holy Trinity and St. Mary, which was endowed at. 
the general difTolutiop, by king Henry the E i g h t h , with the yearly revenue of 
118 1. 8 s. 6d. 

A t Greiiley Church, about four or five miles fouth of Repton, there was a 
fmall priory of canons, of the order of St. A u f t i n , founded by William, fon of 
Nigell de Greifiey, in the reign of Henry the Firft, dedicated to St. Mary and 
St. George, and endowed at the diiTolution, with a revenue of 31I , 6 a. per 
annum. 

A t Derby was a cell of Cluniac monks, dedicated to St. James, but belong-
ing to the abbey of Bermondfey, in Southwark, near London, to which abbey 

the 

An ancient 
caftle. 
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the church of that faint in this town was given, by one Waltheof, before the year 
1140, in which year king Stephen confirmed this grant. It was protected as a 
poor hofpital, in the fourteenth year of the reign of Henry the Third, and in 
the next reign reckoned among the alien priories, but it continued to the ge-
neral dilTolution, when the king was accounted founder, and the yearly income 
thought to be about 10I. 

Robert de Ferrariis, fecond earl of Derby, partly out of fome of the crown 
monies, granted him by Henry the Firft, or king Stephen, and partly out of his 
own eftate, founded a religious houfe near this town, dedicated to St. Flelen j 
but pretty early in the next reign, the greateft part of thefe canons and their en-
dowments, were tranilated to Little Derby, or Darley, a pleafant village, lituat-
ed on the Derwent, a little way north of the town of Derby which was given 
them by Hugh the prieft, dean of Derby, whereon an abbey, of the order of 
St. Auguftine, was built, and dedicated to the Virgin Mary ; the yearly revenue« 
of which, at the. fuppreffion, were worth 258 1. 13 s. 5 ci. 

A t Derby was am hofpital for leprous perfons, called Maifon de Dieu, or the 
Houfe of God, under the government of a mailer, as old as the time of king Hen-
ry the Second. 

T h e pariih church of A l l Saints, in the town of Derby, being a royal free 
chapel, was collegiate, and had, befides the mailer or rector (who feems to have 
been the dean of Lincoln) feven prebendaries; but all their yearly revenues 
amounted at the fuppreflion, to no more than 39 1. 12 s. 

A t Derby there was alfo an old hofpital of Royal foundation, confifting of a 
mailer (whofe place was in the gift of the crown) and feveral leprous brethren, 
dedicated to St. Leonard. 

A t Calke Abbey, now a little village, near Derby, Maud, countefs of Chefter, 
already mentioned, founded a convent of regular canons, of the order of St. A u -
guftine, dedicated to St. Mary and St. Giles, before the year 1161 , but after-
wards ihe removed moil of them to the priory of Rep tun, to which this houfe 
at Calke continued a cell till the diifolution. 

A t King's Mead, a village near Derby, an abbot of Derby founded, a priory of 
Benedictine nuns, about the year 1160. It was dedicated to the Virgin Mary, 
and valued on the diifolution at 181. 6 s. 2 d . clear, or 21 1. 18 s. 8 d. total, 
per annum. 

A t Dale, or Depedale, a village eaft of Derby, Serb de Grendon, in the time, 
of Henry the Second, founded a convent of Black canons, from the monaftery at 
Calke -, but they did not continue long, and were fucceeded by two lets of Fre-
oionftratenfians, or White canons, who alfo forfook the old place, upon which 

V O L , L Y * W i F 
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William Fitz Rauf, fenefchal of Normandy, and Jeffry de Salicofa Mara, who 
married Maud, the daughter of William Fitz Rauf, in the year 1204, upon part 
of the neighbouring park at Stanley, founded an -abbey of the Premonftraten-
fian order° dedicated to the Virgin Mary, which at the fuppreifion was endowed 
with eftates to the yearly value of 144L 12 s. 

AtBeauchief, a village oh the borders of Yorkihire, north-weft of Chefterfield, 
there was an abbey of the Premonftratenfians, founded in the year 1183, by 

. Robert, the fon of Ranulph, lord of Alfreton, one of thofe who murdered Tho-
mas Becket, archbiihop of Canterbury, to whom, after being canonized, this 
inonaftery was dedicated. It was valued upon the diifolution at the yearly in-
come of 126I. 3 s. 4 d . 

A t Yeveley, a few miles fouth of Aihborn, there was an hermitage, which 
Ralf L e Fun, in the reign of king Richard the Firft, gave, with all its revenues, 
to the Knights Hofpitallers of St. John at Jerufalem, whereupon it became a 
preceptory • to that order, and was dedicated to St. Mary and St. John Bap-
tift. Its revenues upon the diifolution were valued at 93 1. 3 s. 4 d . per 

-annum. 

A t Chefterfield was a very ancient hofpital for lepers, founded before the tenth 
* of king Richard the Firft, and dedicated to the honour of St. Leonard; but we 
are not told by whom it was founded, nor its value at the general diifolution, by 
king Henry the Eighth. 

Here alfo was a college founded in the time of king Richard the Second, 
which maintained two or three priefts. It was dedicated to St. Mary and the 
Holy Crois, and valued upon the diifolution at 19 1. per annum. 

A t Bradfall, near Derby, was an houfe of Friars Hermites, in the time of 
Henry the Third, after which it became a fmall priory of the order of St. Auf-
tin, dedicated to the Holy Trinity, and continued fuch to the diifolution, when 
its yearly revenues were valued only at 13 1. o s. 8 d. 

A t Lokhay, near Derby, was a preceptory or hofpital, dedicated to St. Mary 
Magdalen, laid to be of the order of St. Lazarus of Jerufalem, and fubjedl to a 

"foreign houfe in France, to which was annually paid from hence a yearly rent 
of 201. which, upon a war with France, was ieized upon by the crown, and 

•given by king Edward the Third, to King's Hall, in the univerfity of Cam-
bridge. 

A t Spittel, a village in the Peak, near Caftleton, there was an hofpital, found-
e d before the twelfth of Edward the Third, and dedicated to the Virgin Mary, 
T h e mafterihip was in the gift of the crown, and it was valued on the diifolution 

; at forty fhillings per annum, clear, 

M E M« 
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P A R L I A M E N T for this C O U N T Y , M E M B E R S of 

This county fends four members to parliament: two knights of the ihire 
for the county, and two burgefles for the town of Derby, 

D E V O N -
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N A M E . 

TH E Englifh Saxons called this county Deuonpcype, or Devonihire, from 
the ancient Britifh names Deunan and Deuffneynt, which fignify Deep Vallies, 

the greateft part of the towns and villages in this diftrid being in a low fitu-
ation. 

B O U N D A R I E S , E X T E N T and S I T U A T I O N 

Devonihire is bounded by the Englifh Channel on the fouth, by the Briftol 
Channel on the north, by Cornwall on the weft, and by Somerfetfliire on the 
eaft. It is about 69 miles in length, from fouth to north, 66 miles in breadth, 
from eaft to weft, and 200 miles in circumference 1 and the center of it is about 
153 miles weft-fouth-weft from London. 
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R I V E R S . 

The principal rivers in this county are the Tamar and the Ex. The courfe of 
the Tamar has been already defcribed in the account of Cornwall. The E x rifes 
in a barren traót of country, called Exmore, fituated partly in Devonihixe, and 
partly in Somerfetihire, near the Briftol Channel, and runs direélly fouth. Af ter 
being joined b y feveral lefs confidérable rivers, it paifes through Exeter, the only 
city in this c o u n t y ; and after a courfe of about nine miles to the fouth-eaft, falls 
into the Engl i ih Channel in a very large ilream. 

The E x is thought by fome to have been fo called from I/caw, a Britifh word» 
which fignifies Elderwood> which grows in great abundance on the banks of this 
river ; others derive it from the Britifh word Hejk, Reeds ; but as no reeds grow 
about this river, the firit derivation is the moil: probable. There are in this 
county fo many confiderable rivers, be%les the Tamar and the E x , that there 
are in it more than 150 bridges. O f thefe rivers the chief are the Tave s the 
Lad, the Oke^ the Tame, the Touridge, and the Dart. 

A I R and S O I L » 

The air of this county is mild in the vallies, and iharp on the hills but in ge-
neral it is pleafant and healthy. T h e foil is various-, in the weftern parts it is 
coarfe, moorifh, and barren, and in many places a itiif clay, which the water can-
not penetrate it is therefore bad for iheep, which are here not only fmall, but 
very fubje£t to the rot, efpecially in wet feafons. This part of the county is how-
ever happily adapted to the breeding of fine oxen, which the Somerfetihire drov-
ers purchafe in great numbers, and fatten for the London markets. In the nor-
thern parts of this county the foil is dry, and abounds with downs, which afford 
excellent pafture for fheep, and which being well dreifed with lime,, dung, and 
fand, yield good crops of corn, though not equal to thofe produced in the mid-
dle parts of the county, where there is in fome places a rich marie for manuring 
the ground -, and in others, a fèrtile fandy foiL In the eaftern parts of Devon-
ihire the foil is ftrong, of a deep red, intermixed with loam, and produces great 
crops of corn, and the beft peafe in Britain. There are a few villages north-weft 
of Dartmouth, a corporation town of this county, called South-Hams, which are 
famous for an excellent rough cyder, faid to be the beft in the kingdom, and 
fo near wine, that the vintners mix it with port. The foil here being a red-
difh fand, produces alfo the beft cabbages and carrots in the kingdom ; nor does 
this part of the county fall ihort in meadow and pafture ground^ for the moil 
barren places are rendered fruitful by a fhell-fand, fuch as that ufed in Corn-
wall ; and in places remote from the fea, where this fand cannot be eafily got, 
the turf, or furface of the ground, is ihaved off and burnt to aihes, which is a 
good fuccedaneum. This method of agriculture, ufed firft in Devonihire, has 
been practiied in other counties, where it is called Benfhiring the land, a name 
which fufficientiy denotes whence it was borrowed. The fouthern parts of this 
county are much the moil fertile^ and are therefore called the garden of Devon-
fhite. 

N A T U-
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N A T U R A L P R O D U C T I O N S , 

A s this county abounds in fine rivers, falmon is here not only excellent, but 
i'in great plenty. 

There are in this county mines of lead, tin, and filver. There has indeed 
been very little tin dug here of late times; yet in the reign of king John, when 
the tin coinage for the county of Cornwall was farmed but at 661. 18 s. 4-d. a-year, 
that of Devonihire let at one hundred pounds ; and though the filver mines are 
not now regarded, yet in the year 1293, they yielded no lefs than 370 pounds 
weight of fine filver; in the following year they produced 521 pounds weight, and 
in the next year 700 pounds. Veins of loadftone are alio found here, and quar-
ries of good itone for building, and of (late for covering houfes, of which great 
quant?il6s are exported. 

M A N U F A C T U R E S and T R A D E 

T h e manufactures of this county are kerfies, ferges, longells, ihalloofis, nar-
row cloths, and bonelace, in which, and in corn, cattle, wool, and fea-fiih, the 
Inhabitants carry on a considerable trade. 

C I V I L and E C C L E S I A S T I C A L D I V I S I O N S . 

This county is divided into 33 hundreds, and contains one city and 37 market 
;towns. It lies in the province of Canterbury, and diocefe of Exeter, and has 
394 parifhes. 

C I T Y and M A R K E T T O W N S . 

T h e city is Exeter, and the market towns are Aihburton, Axmifter, Bamp-
ton, Barnftaple, Bearaliton, Biddiford, Bowe, Brent, Chimley, Ch-udleigh, Co-
lumbton, Comb-martin, Crediton, Culliton, Dartmouth, Dodbrook, -Hartland, 
Hatherley, l ioniton, Houlfworthy, Ilfordcomb, Kingibridge, Modbury, More-
ton, Moulton-fouth, Newton-Buihel, Okehampton, Otterey St. Mary's, Ply-
mouth, Plympton, Shepwafh, Sidmouth, Taviftock, Tiverton, Topfham, Tor-
rincrton, and Totnefs. O f thefe three are ftannary towns, Aihburton, Plympton, 
and Taviftock ; and there is a fourth ftannary town in this county, which is 
Chagford, a imall inconfiderable place near Moreton. A ftannary town is one in 
which is kept a ftannary court, that determines the differences concerning mines 
and among miners, or fuch as work in digging and purifying tin. 

E X E T E R is a contraction of Exiefier, which fignifies a caftle on the Ex. This 
city is diftant from London 172 miles; and was made a mayor town by 
king John, and a county of itfelf by king Henry the Eighth. It is governed by 
a mayor, twenty-four aldermen, four bailiffs, a recorder, a chamberlain, a town 
clerk, a fheriff, and four ftewards ; and the magiftrates, at all public proceffions, 
are attended by a fword-bearer, four ferjeants at mace, and as many -ftaff-bearers. 
There are thirteen city companies, each of which is governed by officers, chofen 
yearly among them. 'The mayor., or his -officers, hear, try, and determine all 

4 pleas 
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t)icas and civil caufes, with the advice of the recorder, aldermen, and common 
v-onncil of the city but criminal and crown caufes are determined by eight al-
dermen, who are juftices of the peace. This city anciently had a mint ; and as 
late as the fe ign of king William the Third, filver was coined in it, which is dif-
.tinguiihed by "the letter E , placed under the king's bull. 

Exeter is a bifnop's fee, and is one of the firit cities in England, as well on 
¿account of its buildings and wealth, as its extent and the number of its inhabi-
tants. Including its fuburbs, it is two miles in circumference, and is encompaf-
fed with a ftone wall, in good repair, and fortified with turrets. It has fix gates, 
and four principal ftreets, all centring in the middle of the city, which is there-
fore called Carfox, from the old Norman word Quatre voix, i. e. the four ways ; 
one of thefe is called the H i g h Street, and is very fpacious and grand. Here is 
a long bridge over the E x , with houfes on both fides, except in the middle, 
where there is a vacancy. This city is well fupplied with water, brought from 
the neighbourhood in pipes to feveral conduits; and there is one grand conduit, 
ere&ed by William Duke, who was mayor of this city in the reign of king E d -
ward the Fourth. In the north part of the city is an old caftle, called Rouge-
mont, from the red foil it ftands in, where there is a pleafant profped of the Bri-
tiih Channel ten miles to the fouth, from a beautiful terrafs walk, with a double 
row of fine elms. This caftle is now much decayed, only a part of ' it being kept 
in repair for the afiizes, quarter fefilons, county courts, and a chapel. In the 
guild-hall of this city are pictures of general M o n k , and the princefs Henrietta 
Maria, daughter to king Charles the Fir ft, who was born here. There are fix-
teen churches, befides chapels, and five large meeting houfes, within the walls 
of this city, and four without. , T h e cathedral,' which is dedicated to St. Peter, 
is a Curious and magnificent fabric, and though it was 400 years in building, 
looks as uniform as if it had but one architect. It is vaulted throughout, is 390 
feet long, and 74 broad ; it has a ring o f ten bells, reckoned the largeft in E n g -
land, as is alio its organ, the greateft pipe of which is fifteen inches diameter. 
T h e dean and chapter have their houfes round the cathedral, which form a cir-
cuit, called the d o l e , becaufe it is inclofed, and feparated from the city by walls 
and gates. Within this inclofure are two churches for the fervice of the cathe-
dral. T h e dean, chantor, chancellor, and treafurer, are the four dignitaries of 
this c a t h e d r a l a n d to thefe are added the four arch-deacons of Exeter, Totnefs, 
Barnftaple, and Cornwall. In .the city and fuburbs are prifons both for debtors 
and malefactors, a work-houfe, almfhoufes, and charity fchools, and in 1741 an 
ihoipital was founded here, for the lick and lame poor of the city and county, 
f«pon the model of the infirmaries of London and Weftminfter. 

About a mile and a half without the Eaft Gate of Exeter, is the pariih of Heavy • 
T r e e , lb called from the gallows erected there for malefactors, and near it is a 
burial place for them, purchafed in the reign of Edward the Sixth, by the widow 
of Mr. Tuckfield, iheriff of Exeter, who alio left money to procure them ihrouds. 

W e muft not omit to relate what. this city fuifered from the refentment of 
H u g h Courtney, earl of Devonihire. This nobleman, to revenge his difappoint-
ment of fome fiih from the market, by v/eirs choaked up the river below Exeter, 
which before brought up ihips to the city walls, fo as entirely to obftruct the na-
vigation of it. This injury has however in a great meafure been remedied by the 

. chear-
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chearful contributions of the inhabitants, under the fandion of an a d of par-
liament, for a channel is cut here, which, by the contrivance of fluices and 
gates, admits the largeft barges, and veffels of 150 tons come up to the key. 

Such is the trade of this city in ferges, perpetuanas, longells druggets ker-
feys, and other woollen goods, that it is computed at 600,000 . a-year at iealt 
There is a ferge market kept weekly here, which is faid to be thegreateft m ail 
England, next to the Brigg-market, at Leeds, a market t o w n m Yorkihire , and 

• as much ferge is frequently bought up at this market, as amounts to 60,000 1. 
80,000 1. or 100,000 1. for beiides the vaft quantities of woollen goods ufually 
fhipped for Portugal, Spain, and Italy, the Dutch give large commiffions tor 
buying up f e r g e s , perpetuanas, and other woollen fluffs, for Holland and Ger-
many. 

A S H B U R T O N is 1 9 1 miles diftant from L o n d o n : it is an ancient borough by pre-
fcription, and is governed by a c h i e f magiftrate, called a portreeve, * who is 
cholen yearly at the courts of the lords of the manor, and is the returning offi-
cer at eledions for members in parliament. This town has only one good ftreet, 
but that is of confiderable length. It has however a handiome_ church, m the 
form of a cathedral, adorned with a tower ninety-one ieet high, on which is a 
fpire of lead. This church has a large chancel with feveral ftalls m it, a s m col-
legiate churches. It has alfo a chapel, which is ufed for a fchool, as well as for 
the parifh meetings, and the eledions of its members m parliament. Alhburton 
Hands upon the river Dart, and is a great thoroughfare in the road from Lon-
don to the Land's End, in Cornwall, being about half way between Exeter and 
Plymouth. This is a {tannery town, and is remarkable for its mines or tin and 
copper, and a manufadure of ferge. 

A X M I S T E R , or A X M I N S T E R , derives its name partly from its fituation upon a 
river, called the A x e , and partly from a minfter, eftabliihed in this place by king 
Athelftan, for feven priefts, to pray for the departed fouls of fome perfons buri-
ed here, who were killed in his army, when he defeated the Danes in a bloody 
battle on a field in this neighbourhood, which is ftill called King's Field. It is 
diftant from London 146 miles, and lies on the borders of Somerletfiiire and Dor-
fetfhire, in the road to Exeter. It is an healthy, clean, confiderable town; it 
carries on a fmall trade in kerfeys, druggets, and other articles of the woollen ma-
nufadure, and is well fupplied with fiili from L y m e , a borough town of Doriet-
fhire, from Axmouth, a town at the mouth of the river A x e , and from feveral 
ether coaft towns in its neighbourhood. 

B A M P T O N , or B A U N T O N , as it is commonly called, both being corruptions o f 
B A T H A M P T O N , Hands in a bottom, encompaifed with hills, on a branch of the ri-
ver E x at the diftance of 160 miles from London, and 21 miles north 01 Exe-
ter. It is governed by a portreeve, and formerly lent members to parliament, 

B A R N S T A P L E is a n a m e compounded of the Britiih word Bar, which fignifies 
the mouth of a river, and the Saxon word Staple, which denotes a mart of trade. 

* As the officer appointed to prefide over a county or /.¡re, was called a.fh ire-re.<ve, or Jhrriff, lo the 
principal officer or magiftrate of our fea ports, was anciently called a port reeve, the word iignifyuig 
One fet over a port. * 

tsr T *7 1 * 
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It is diftant from London 194 miles, and is pleafantly fituated among hills, in the 
form of a femicircle, a river called the Taw being the chord of the arch. It had 
walls formerly, with a caftle, and enjoyed the liberties of a city, but having fait 
thofe privileges, it was incorporated by a charter of queen Mary, and is governed 
by a mayor, twenty-four common council-men, of whom two are aldermen, a high 
fteward a recorder, a deputy recorder, and other officers. The ftreets are clean 
and weh paved, and the houfes of itone. It has a fair itone bridge over the river 
Taw, of fixteen arches, and a paper-mill. Here are two charity fchools, one for fifty 
boys, and another for thirty girls It formerly had a haven, in which the water 
became at laft & fnaliow, though at fpring tides the neighbouring- fields are 
overflowed, that moil of the trade removed to Biddiford, yet it has ftill fome mer 
chants, and a confiderable traffic to America, and to Ireland, from whence it is 
an eftabhihed port for landing wool ; it carries on alfo a great trade with the 
ferge makers of Tiverton and Exeter, who come up hither to buy fhad-fifh 
wool, and yarn. J x ' 

B E A R A L S T O N , or B E R A L S T O N , or B O R A L S T O N , is fituated on a fmall river 
called the Tave, at the diftance of 200 miles from London. It is an ancient bo-
rough by prefcnption, and is governed by a portreeve. Al l perfons who pay 
three-pence or more a-year to the lord of the manor, as an acknowledgment for 
land held in the borough, are called burgage holders, and are the only voters for 
reprefentatives of this borough in parliament; and the portreeve, who is chofen 
yearly, at the court of the lord of the manor, returns them. This place is only 
an hamlet, not containing one hundred ordinary houfes, in the pariih of Bear 
Ferris, from the church of which it lies near two miles. 

B I D D I F O R D , or B E D I F O R D , 2. by the ford, is thus called from its fituation 
upon the river Toundgc, which a little farther north joins the river Taw, and 

s with lt: m t ° that part of the Britifh Channel called Barnftaple Bay. This 
town is 197 miles from London, and is governed by a mayor and aldermen, a 
recorder, a town clerk, with lerjeants and other officers. It has a oarticular 
court in which civil actions of any kind are brought and determined for any W 
it is a clean, well built, and populous town, and has a ftreet three quarters of 
a mile long, running parallel to the river, with a noble key and cuitom-houfe, 
where fhips can load and unload, in the very heart of the town. Here is alfo 
another ftreet of confiderable length, and as broad as the high ftreet of Exeter, 

goo uildin^s, inhabited by wealthy merchants. 

This town has a large church and a handfome meeting-houfe ; it has alfo a very 
e b n 5 S e ° ,v e r t h e Touridge, which was built in the fourteenth century, on 

twenty-four beautiful and ftately Gothic arches ; the foundation is ftill very" firm, 
yet it makes at the ilighteft ftep of a horfe. There are lands fettled for keeping 
it m. repair the rents of which are received and laid out by abridge warden! 
chofen by the mayor and aldermen. The merchants of this town fend fleets year-
V V Z - ^ t indies, Virginia, Newfoundland, and Ireland, from whence it is 

an eftabhihed port for wool, as well as Barnftaple. Forty or fifty fail, belong-
ing to this port, are yearly employed to bring cod from Newfoundland, and 
other fleets are fent to Liverpool and Warrington for rock fait, which is diffolved 
here by fca-watcr into brine, and then boiled up into a new fait- this is 
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called fait upon fait, and is ufed in curing herrings, which are taken here in great 
quantities. 

Bo WE is thought to have taken its name from its crooked figure. It is 153 
miles from London, and the court of the dutchy of Lancafter is commonly kept 
here. 

B R E N T is fituated 198 miles from London. 

C H I M L I Y is fituated upon the river Taw, about half way between Exeter and 
Barnftaple, and is diftant from London 184 miles. 

C H U D L E I G H lies near a frnall river called the Teign, and is diftant from Lon-
don 182 miles, but no particulars of the prefent or ancient ftate of this or the 
three preceding towns are extant. 

C O L U M B T O N derives its name from a fin all river called the Columb, upon which 
it is fituated. It is diftant from London 166 miles. T h e church here has a 
curious and rich gilded rood loft, which is ftill preferred as an ornament, though 
the image, worshipped in the days of popery, is removed, This town is the beft 
upon the river Columb, and has a confiderable woollen manufactory. 

C O M B - M A R T I N takes its name from Kum, a Britiili word, which fignifi.es a 
low fituation, and Martin, the family name of thofe who were lords of it for many 
ages. It lies upon the Britiili Channel, at the diitance of 184 miles from Lon-
don. Here is a cove for the landing of boats. The adjacent foil not only pro-
duces plenty of the beft hemp in the country, but has been famous for mines 
of tin and lead the lead mines, in the reign of Edward the Firft, being found 
to have fome veins of filver, 337 men were brought from Derby to work them, 
and the produce was of great fervice to king Edward the Third, in his war with 
France. Neverthelefs they were neglected till the reign of queen Elizabeth, 
when Sir Beavis Baimer, a virtuofo in refining metals, had them wrought, and ex-
tracted great quantities of filver from them, of which he caufed two cups to be 
made, and prefented one to the earl of Bath, and the other, probably the leaft, 
-weighing 137 ounces, to Sir Richard Martin, lord mayor of London. A n e w 
adit has been lately dug here, which coft 50001. but the mines have not been 
wrought fmce. 

C R E D I T O R , vulgarly called K I R T O N , had its name no doubt from the river 
Creden, on which it. Hands. It is 183 miles from London. In the reign of Ed-
ward the Firft it fent members to a parliament at Carliile. Its chief manufacture 
is ferge, in which it carried on a great trade, and was a flourifhing town till it 
was burnt, on the fourteenth of Auguft 1743, when above 460 houfes were de-
ltroyed, beiides the market-houie, and other public buildings. The lofs of the 
inhabitants upon this occaiion was computed at upwards of 60,000L -Here is a 
charity fchool. 

C U L L I T O N is fituated 17 miles fouth-eaft of Exeter, and 159 weft of Lon-
don. 

Z 2 ^ Dart-
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D A P T M O U T H is fo called from its fituation at the mouth of the river Dart. It 
is 1 0 2 m i l e s f r o m London, and is a corporation, originally formed out of three 
diftinct towns, Dartmouth, Clifton, and Hardnefs it had the name Clifton, 
from the cliffs on which moft of the houfes were built, and out of which many 
of them were duo-. It is governed by a mayor, twelve mailers, or magiftrates, 
twelve common council men, a recorder, two bailiffs, a town clerk, and high 
iteward; the town clerk and high fteward are chofen by the mayor and magif-
trates, who have a power alfo to make freemen ; the mayor, bailiffs, and a coro-
ner are chofen yearly. Here is a court of feffion, and a water bailiffwick court, 
holden by a leafe from the dutchy o f Cornwall for three lives, and for which 
fourteen pounds a-year chief rent is paid» 

This town, which is a mile long, flands on the fide of a craggy hill, a fitua-
tion which makes the ftreets very irregular, rifmg in fome places one above ano-
ther, yet the houfes are generally very high. Here are three churches, befides 
a large diffenting meeting houfe ; but the mother church is at a village called 
Townftall, about three quarters of a mile from Dartmouth. This church flands 
on a hill, and the tower of it, which is 69 feet high, is a fea mark. _ Dartmouth 
has a harbour, where 500 fail of ihips may ride fafe in the bafon; it is defend-
ed by three caftles, befides forts and block-houfes, and its entrance may, upon 
occafion, be ihut up with a chain. Here is a large key, and a fpacious ftreet be-
fore it, inhabited chiefly by merchants, who carry on a confiderable trade to 
Portugal and the plantations, but efpecially to Newfoundland, and from thence 
to Italy with fiih. Here alfo is the greateft pilchard fifheryof any part in the weft, 
except Falmouth, in Cornwall-, and the fhipping and trade of this town in ge-
neral were the moft confiderable of any in the county, except Exeter, till Ply-
mouth's late increafe in botlt. By a grant of Edward the Third, the burgeffes of 
this town are toll free throughout all England and in the re*gn of king Rich-
ard the Second, they obtained the excluiive right of exporting tin. 

D O D B R O O K is fituated on a little river called the Salcomb, at the diftance of 
198 miles from London. Here is a charity fchool; and the place is remarkable 
only for a cuftom of paying the parfon tythe of a liquor called white ale, 

H A R T L A N D flands upon a promontory that runs out far into the fea. It is 
the extream part of the county to the north-weft, and is called Hartland Point. 
T h i s town is 197 miles from London, and is a great refort not only of people 
from Cornwall, but of the fiilier boats of Barnftaple, Biddiford, and other towns 
upon the coaft: thefe veffels lie here under the rocks, which fhelter them from 
the fouth-eaft and fouth-weft winds and the failors go afhore here and buy pro-
vifions, when thefe winds blow too hard for them to venture to fea.. Hartland 
carries on a confiderable herring fifhery, and the cod taken here is the beft in 
the world, though it is not near fo plenty as on the banks of Newfoundland. A 
pier has been erected here to prevent the breaking in of the fea with violence. 
Here is a good key, the defcent to which is very fteep, being beaten out of 
the cliffs. 

H A T H E R L E Y is fituated on a branch o f the river Touridge, ; near its conflux, 
with the Oke, at the diftance of 194 miles from London. 

H O N I -
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H O N I T O N ftands near a fmall river called die Otter, at the diftance of 156 
miles from London, and in the road from London to Exeter. _ It is an ancient 
borough by prefcription, and is governed by a portreeve, who is chofen yearly 
at the court of the lord of the manor. It is fituated in the belt and molt 
pleafant part of the whole county, abounding with corn and pafture, and 
commanding a view of the adjacent country, which is perhaps the moil beauti-
ful landfcape in the world. It has a bridge over the Otter, and is a populous 
well built town, confiding chiefly of one long ftreet, remarkably well paved with 
pebbles, through which runs a fmall channel of clear water, with a little fquare 
dripping place at every door. T h e pariih church ftands half a mile above the 
town upon a hill, which being difficult and troublefome to afcend on foot, the 
o-entry uied to go to church on horfeback, or in coaches j and ftables were built 
near the church-yard to accommodate them ; but in the year 1743, a new cha-
pel was built in the town. A charity fchool for 30 boys was opened here at 
Chriftmas 1713 ; and about a quarter of a mile out of town, on the eaft fide of 
the road to Exeter, there is an hofpital, with a handfome chapel, which was 
founded and endowed for four lepers, by one Thomas Chard, an abbot. T h e 
governor and patients are put in by the reCtor, church wardens, and overieers of 
the pariih and by a regulation made in 1642, other poor patients are admitted,, 
as well as lepers. The firft ferge manufacture in Devonihire was in this town, 
but it is now much employed in the manufacture of lace, which is made broader 
here than any where elfe in England, and of which great quantities are fent 
to London, 

H O U L S W O R T H Y is fituated on the river Tamar, and on the borders of Corn-
wall, at the diftance of 194 miles from London, 

I L F O R D C O M B , I L F A R C O M B , or A L F R I N C O M B , is fituated on the Briftol-Channel, at 
the diftance of 178 miles from London. It is governed by a mayor, bailiffs, and 
other officers. It is a rich populous place, and confifts chiefly of one ftreet oi Mat-
tered houfes, almoft a mile long. It is noted for maintaining conftant lights to di-
rect ihips at lea-, for its great convenience for building and repairing fhips, and for a. 
harbour and pier, which afford fecure ihelter to fhips from Ireland, when it would 
be extreamly dangerous for them to run into the mouth of the Taw, commonly 
known by the name of Barnftaple Bay, which is the next harbour. Tins advan-
tage of the harbour has induced the merchants at Barnftaple to tranfad much of 
their bufmefs here, where the trade, and particularly the herring fiihery, is very 
c o n f u t a b l e . In the year 1731, the harbour and pier being much decayed, by 
l e n g t h of time a n d t h e violence of the feas, an a£t of parliament paifed for re-
pairing and enlarging them. 

K I N G S B R I D G E is fituated upon the river Salcomb, at the diftance of 2 0 1 miles, 
from London, It is a pretty town, and pleafantiy fituated. It has- a harbour 
for boats, and a bridge over the Salcomb to Dodbrook * it has alio a free fchool* 
founded and endowed by Mr. Crifpin of Exeter.. 

M O D B U R Y is diftant from London 223 miles. In the reign of king Edward 
the Firft it feet members to parliament, and is now remarkable omy ior its 
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M O R E T O N , or M O R E T O N - H A M S T E D is 179 miles From London» 

M O U L T O N , There aré two towns of this name, fituated upon a little river 
called the Moul, which falls into the Taw, and from which they derive their 
name. This place is the market town, and being fouth of the other, is diftin-
guiihed by the name of South Moulton. It is diftant from London 183 miles, 
and in the reign of Edward the Firft fent members to parliament. It is o-overn-
ed by a mayor, eighteen capital burgeffes, a recorder, a town clerk, and two 
ferjeants at mace. It has a noble ipacious church, a charity fchool for 30 boys, 
taught and cioathed by fubfcription, and a free fchool, which was built and en-
dowed in 1684, by a native of the place, who was a merchant of London. T h e 
chief manufactures of this town are ferges, fhalloons, and felts. 

N E W T O N - B U S H E L is fituated on the river Teign, at the diftance of 1 8 7 miles 
from London, i t is a large town, but remarkable only for the meannefs of its 
buildings, 

O K E H A M P T O N , vulgarly O C K I N G T O N , had its name from its fituation upon 
the river Oke. It is diftant from London 193 miles, and is an ancient borough, 

.governed by a mayor, eight capital burgeffes, and as many aífiftants, out of whom 
the burgefies are annually eleéled, a recorder, a juftice, and a town clerk. T h e 
mayor has a great fhare in the choice of every fucceeding mayor, becaufe he no-
minates two of the burgeffes, one of whom is chofen by other burgeffes and their 
aiTiftants. Here is a town hall and a chapel, but both are mean buildings, though 
in the reign of king James the Firft, one Trelawney added a little neat tower to 
the chapel, which has given it the form of a church. T h e chief manufacture 
carried on here is ferges; but the principal fupport of the place is faid to be the 
road between the towns of Launcefton, in Cornwall, and Crediton, in this coun-
ty, for the beft houfes in the place are inns. 

O T T E R E Y . There are three towns of this name, which they derive from their 
fituation upon a fmall river called the Otter. They are diftinguiihed by the re-
fpeótive names of Ottery-St. Mary's, Gttery-Mohuns, and Ottery-Up. Gttery-
St. Mary's is the market town, and had this name as belonging anciently to St. 
Mary's Church, in Roan in France. It is a large town, and is diftant from Lon-
don 161 miles. 

P L Y M O U T H derives its name from its fituation upon a (mall river called the 
P L Y M , which at a little diftance falls into a bay of the Englifh Channel called 
Plymouth Sound, on one fide of the town, as the river Tamar does on the other. 
This town is diftant 220 miles from London, and is governed by a mayor, twelve 
aldermen, twenty-four common council men, a recorder, and a town clerk, whofe 
place is very profitable. T h e mayor is eledecl thus : the mayor in office, and 
the aldermen, chufe two perfons, and the common council chufe other two j 
thefe four perfons, whom they call alfurers, appoint a jury of thirty-fix perfons, 
which jury ele&s the new mayor j the officiating mayor, his predecefibr, and the 
two fenior aldermen, are juftices of the peace. 

Plymouth, from a fmall fifhing town, is become the largeft in the county, and 
is thought to contain near as many inhabitants as the city of Exeter. Its port, 

which 
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which confifts of two harbours, capable of containing iooo fail, has rendered it 
one of the chiet magazines in England. It is defended by federal forts, mounted 
with near 300 guns, and particularly by a ilrong citadel, erected in the reign 
of Charles the Second, before the mouth of the harbour. This citadel, the walls 
of which include at leaft two acres of ground, has five regular baftions, contains 
a large magazine of ftores, and mounts 165 guns. T h e inlet of the fea, which 
runs lome miles up the country, at the mouth of the Tamar is called the Ha~ 
mouze ; and that which receives the Plyrn is called Catwater. About two miles 
up the Hamouze are two docks, one wet, and the other dry, with a bafon 200 
feet jquare ; they are hewn out of a mine of flate, and lined with Portland ftone. 
I he dry dock is formed after the model of a firft rate man of war } and the wet 

dock will contain five firft rates. T h e docks and bafon were conftructed in the 
reign of king William the Third ; and in this place there are conveniencies of a l l 
kinds for building and repairing ihips ; and the whole forms as compleat, thougi 
not io large an arfcnal, as. any in the kingdom.. 

T h e ihips that are homeward bound generally put into this port for pilots, to 
carry them up the Channel ; and in time of war,, the convoys for ihips outward: 
bound, generally rendezvous here. 

Here are two handfome, large, and well built pariili churches, one dedicated 
to St Andrew, and the other to the memory of king Charles the Firft, which, 
though there are feveral meeting houfes, have each fo large a cure of fouls, that 
the panih clerks, till very lately, took deacon's orders, to enable them to per-
form the facerdotal fun&ions : the profits of the pews go to the poor. Here "is a 
charity fchoo], four hofpitals, and a work-houfe, in all which above 100 poor 
children are cloathed, fed, and taught. Colonel Jory gave a charity to one of 
tne hofpitals for twelve poor widows y he gave alfo a mace worth 120I. to be car-
ried before the mayor, and fix good bells to Charles's church, valued at 500 L 

, T h i s t o w n \ 1:111 t ] i e t i m e o f queen Elizabeth, fuffered great inconvenience from 
the want or frefli water, but is now well fupplied by a fpring ieven. miles oft; 
the water of which was brought hither at the expence of Sir Francis Drake, who 
was a native of this place. T h e town has a cuftom-houfe,, and there is alfo a 
good pilchard fiiliery on the coaft, and a confiderable trade, to the Strefrhts and 
the Weft Indies. 0 

P L Y M P T O N , name derived from the river Plym, is fituated upon a fmall ftream 
that runs into that r i v e r a n d is called Plympton Maurice, or Earl's Plympton, 
to diftinguifh it from Plympton St. Mary, a fmall town half a mile diftant... ' It is 
220 miles from London, and was incorporated in the reign of queen Elizabeth, 
under a mayor, recorder, eight aldermen, or principal burgeifes, who are called 
common council men, a bailiff, and a town clerk. This is a ftannary town: it is 
populous,, but confifts chiefly of two ftreets, with ordinary, buildings.. It has the 
beft free fchool in the county, being endowed with lands to the amount of 1 0 0 L 
a~year5. and built 011 ftone pillars in 1664, by Sir John Maynard, one of the trus-
tees of Elizeus Hele, Efq; of Corn wood, near Plymouth, who1 gave 1.500 L, 
a year to fuch ufes. Near the weft end of the-town is the guild-hall, Handing-
alio on ftone pillars,, where the com market, is kept». 
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S H E P W A S H is at the diftance of 193 miles from London 5 but no particular ac-

count of it is extant. 

S I D M O U T H is thus called from its fituation at the mouth of a imall river cal-
led the Side, that flows into the Englifh Channel i t is 157 miles from London, 
and was formerly a confiderable port, but the harbour is now fo choaked up with 
fand, that no fhips of burden can get in yet it remains one of the chief iiilier 
towns in the county, and fupplies the eaftern parts of it with much provifions. 

T A V I S T O C K , or T A V E S T O C K , is fo called from its fituation on the banks of 
the Tave. It is 201 miles from London, and is an ancient borough by pre-
fcription, governed by a portreeve, who is chofen yearly by twenty-four free-
holders, at the court of the lord of the manor. It is a ftannary town, large and 
well built, with a handfome pariili church, covered with ilate. It has two almf-
houfes j and is fupplied by the T a v e with plenty of fiih. 

T I V E R T O N , or T W Y F O R D T O V / N , is fo called from its fituation near two fords, 
which were formerly at this place, one over the river Ex, and the other over a imall 
river called the Loman, where there are now two ftone bridges. It is fituated be-
tween thofe two rivers, and near their conflux, at the diftance of 165 miles from 
London. It is governed by a mayor, twelve principal burgeifes, and twelve inferior 
burgeffes, or afiiftants, a recorder, and a clerk of the peace. _ T h e mayor, by its 
charter of incorporation, granted by king James the Firft, is gaol keeper, and 
the gaol delivery is to be holden before him and the recorder. Here is a church 
and a chapel; the chapel, by an a d of parliament paifed in 1733, is made a 
perpetual cure-, but the great ornament and advantage of this town is a noble, 
large free fchool, founded by Mr. Peter Blondel, a clothier, and native of the 
place, who gave 20001. for lands to maintain fix fcholars at Oxford and Cam-
bridge, to be elected from this fchool: they are now eight, and placed at Baliol 
college, in Oxford, and at Sidney college, in Cambridge : he alfo left an allowance 
for a yearly feait there on St. Peter's day, in remembrance of him : here are 
alfo two almfhoufes. There is in this place the greateft woollen manufactory in 
the county, except that of Exeter, and except that city, it is the largeft, if not 
the moft populous, of all the inland towns in Devonfhire. 

T O P S H A M is diftant from London 175 miles, and three miles from Exeter, of 
which it is the port •, it is a)moft encompaffed with the river E x , and a rivulet, 
called the Gi f t . Both the horfe road and foot way, from Exeter to this town, 
being very pleafant, many people refort hither for pleafure, as well as for bu-
ll ne is . 

T O R R I N G T O N , called Great Torrington, to diftinguifh it from another Torring-
ton that has not a market, took its name from its fituation upon the river TOU-
ridge, and was originally called Touridge Town. It is diftant from London 
192 miles, and is governed by a mayor, eight aldermen, and fixteen burgeifes. 
T h e petty feffions and other meetings are generally held here by the gentlemen 
of the county, f t has two churches, one of which has a library belonging to it. 
Here are almihoufes, with right of commonage for the poor, and a charity fchool 
for 32 boys. This town has a ftone bridge over the Touridge ; it is rich and 
populous, and carries on a great trade to Ireland, and other places to the weft. 

' S O T -
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T o t NESS. Hands upon the river Dart, at the diftance of 195 miles from Lon-
don. It is a borough by prescription, and the moil ancient in the county ; king 
John made it a corporation, confifting of fourteen burgo-mafters, of which one 
is a mayor, who, with his predecelfors and the recorder, are juitic.es of the 
peace : there are twenty common council men and a few freemen elected by the 
mayor and mailers. T h e town confifts chiefly of one broad ftreet, three quar-
ters of a mile long, and Hands on the fide of a rocky hill, declining to the ri-
ver. It was formerly walled in, and had four gates, but only the. iouth gate 
and fome fmall parts of the reft are now remaining. Here is a fpacious church, with 
a fine tower and four pinacles, each above ninety feet high, a town hall, and a 
fchool houfe : the river, over which there is a fine ftone bridge, fupplies the 
inhabitants with trout and other fiih in great plenty. Its chief trade is the wool-
len manufacture. 

A t Berry-Pomery, near Totnefs, is an ancient caftle, originally built by the 
defendants of Radulph de Pomery, who held this, and about fifty other lord-
ihips, in the time of William the Conqueror. 

C U R I O S I T I E S . 

In the church at Lamerton, or Lamberton, a village two miles from Tavi- surprifing 
Hock, are the effigies of Nicholas and Andrew Tremaine, twins, of this pariih, twins, 
who in features, ftature, voice, and every other particular, fo exactly refembled 
each other, that thofe who knew them beft could not always diftinguiih them» 
But this fimilitude of perfon, however uncommon, was lefs wonderful than the 
fympathy that fubfifted between them, for even at a diftance, one from another, 
they performed the fame fun&ions, had the fame appetites and defires, and fuffer-
ed the fame pains and anxieties at the fame time. O f thefe remarkable perfons 
nothing farther is related, but that in the year 1663, they were killed together 
at Newhaven, in France: but upon what occafion, or in what manner is not 
known. 

In the entrance of Plymouth Sound there is a rock, called Edyftone Rock, E d y f t o n e 

which is covered at high water, and on which a light-houfe was built, by one Rock. 
Winftanly, in 1696. This light-houfe was blown down by a hurricane that hap-
pened in November 1703 ; and the ingenious builder, with feveral other perfons 
that were in it, perifhed in its ruins another light-houfe however was erected 
in pursuance of an ait of parliament, of the fifth of queen Anne : that too has 
been deftroyed and another light-houfe is now nearly finiftied. 

Between Plymouth and the fea there is a hill called the Haw, that has a de- ^ 
lightful plain upon the top, from which there is a pleafant profpeft all round, and 
on which there is a curious compafs for the ufe of mariners. Upon this hill one 
of our poets laid the fcene of a combat, which he fabled between one Corinasus 
and a giant, Gogmagog. 

In the foreft of Dartmore, between Taviftock and Chegford, is a high hill, A parliament 
called Crocken-Torr, where the tinners of this county are obliged by their char- in a foreft. 

ters to affemble their parliament, or the jurats, who are commonly gentlemen 
•within the jurifdi&ion, chofen from the four ftannary courts of coinage in this 

VOL, L A a county, 
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county, of which the lord warden is judge. The jurats being met, to the num-
ber fometimes. of two or three hundred, in this defolate place, are quite expofed to 
the weather, and have no other place to fit upon but a moor-ftone bench, and 
no refreftiment, but what they bring with them for this reafon the fteward im-
mediately adjourns the court to Taviftock, or fome other ftannary town. 

Lay WeH. A t Brixham, a village about three miles weft of Dartmouth, is a fpring, cal-
led L a y Well , which ebbs and flows from one to eleven times in an hour.. T h e 
rife and fall of it at a medium, is about an inch and a quarter, and the area of 
the bafon into which it is received, is about twenty feet. It fometimes bubbles 
up like a boiling pot : the water, which is as clear as cryftal, is very cold in the 
fummer, yet never freezes in winter n n l 1 1 ' 1 1 • 1 

that in fome fevers it is medicinal.. 
The neighbouring inhabitants have a notion, 

An ominous A t Tauton North, a village near Bamftaple,. there is a pit ten feet deep, out 
of which a fpring of water fometimes iflues, and forms a little brook that con-
tinues for many days together. The people here pretend that the appearance o f 
this water prefages fome public calamity.. 

Remarkable 
ftorm s of 
ihunder ana 

A t Withicomb,. a village near Aihburton, there happened in the fourteenth 
year of king Charles the Firft, a violent ftorm of thunder and lightning, during 
which a ball of fire broke into the church, where the people were aifembled for 
divine fervice, killed three peribns,, wounded fixty-two, and damaged the church, 
to the amount of more than 300 L 

A t Crufe-Morchard, a village weft of Tiverton, a terrible ftorm of thunder hap-
pened in the year 1689, which not only rent the church fteepie, but melted the 
bells, and even the glafs, as well as the lead in. the windows. 

for its- fufferings by fire.. On; the- third; Tenible fires. T h e town of Tiverton is. remarkable 
of April 1598,, the market day, a fire broke out, which burnt fo furioully, that 
the whole town, confifting of more than 600 houfes, was confumed, and nothing 
but the church and two almfhoufes efcaped. It was fcarce rebuilt, when it was 
again totally deftroyed by fire, on the fifth of Auguft 1612 and on the fifth of 
June 1.731, another terrible fire happened here, which deftroyed 200 of the beft 
houfes in the place, and moft of the manufactures. The lofs upon this occafion 
was computed at 150,000 !. and the parliament pafied an a d the year following 
for rebuilding the town, in which it was enjoined, that the new built houfes 
fhould be covered with lead or tile, inftead of thatch ; that no trade likely to oc-
cafionjires ihould be exercifed in the public ftreets, nor any ftacks of corn, Itraw, 

v or nay, erected there that fire engines ihould be provided; that houfes ihould be 
demolished to ftop any future fire, and that particular houfes ihould be pulled 
for widening ftreets and other paifages.. 

A t Honiton a dreadful fife broke out on the- nineteenth of July 1,747 
hich three fourth parts of the town were confumed,. and damage done to 

of 43,000 L 
val 

On the fourteenth of Auguft. 1743, a fire broke out at Crediton,.. which in 
ten hours confumed. 460 dwelling houfes,. befides the market 
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chambers, and other public buildings; eighteen perions periihed in the flames, 
more than 2000 were reduced to the moil deplorable diftrefs j and the damages 
in houfes and goods not infured, were computed at 60,000 1. 

Totnefs is remarkable for the peculiarity of its loyal addrefs to king George Remarkable 

the Firft, upon the union of Charles- the Sixth, emperor o f Germany, with the aaQrefs' 
king of Spain, by the treaty of Vienna ; the good people of this corporation af-
fured his Majeily, they were ready to grant him, not only a land tax of four {hil-
lings in the pound, but, if his fervice required it, to give him the iixteen ihil-
lings that remained. 

A N T I Q U I T I E S . 

This county, together with Cornwall, conilitutes that diftricft which was an- Remains of 
ciently inhabited by the Danmonii. That the Romans were in pofieffion of this Ro:man and* 
county, though we have no particular account of any of their tranfa&ions in it, qUiUei ' 
appears by leveral remains of Roman antiquity which have been difcovered here: 
the broken remains of two Roman caufeways, both leading to the city of Exe-
ter, are ftill viiible in this county 5 one may be traced from Ilchefler, a borough 
town of Somerfetihire, and the other from Dorchefler, the county town of Dor-
fetfhire. A gold coin of Nero has been dug up at Exeter ; and another of Theo-
dohus, at a place near Barnilaple ; and leveral filver coins of Severus, and other 
Roman emperors, befides a great many of brafs, have been dug up in different 
parts of this county. 

T h e river E x is the Ifca mentioned by Ptolemy « and the city of Exeter is the Antiquities of 
Ifca Danmoniorum of the ancients. This city was for feme time the feat of the Exeter. 
W e f t Saxon kings ; and the walls, which at this day indole it, were built by 
king Athelftan, who incompaffed it alfo with a ditch. H e it was who firit gave 
it the name of Exeter, having before then been called Monkton, from the great 
number of monafteries in it, after driving the Britons that inhabited it into 
Cornwall. T h e caftle of Rougemont in this city, is fuppoied to have been 
built by the Weft Saxon kings, and to have been the place of their residence. 

T h e ancient name of Plymouth we find was Sutton, i. e. South Town*, and it ap- Antiqui t ies o f 
pears to have been divided into two parts, one called Sutton Prior, became it P lymouth , 
belonged to the priory of Plimpton, and the other Sutton Vautort, becaufe it 
belonged to the family of that name ; and in the time of the Saxon Heptarchy, 
the whole town v/as known by the name of Tamerworth. 

In the church at Tiverton was a chapel built by the earls of Devonihire, for Antiquities of 

their burial place. In this chapel, which is now demolillied, there was a monu- Tiverton, 

ment erected for Edward Courtney, earl of Devonihire, and his countefs, with 
their effigies in alabafter. It was richly gilded, and infcribed as follows ' 

H o , H o , who lies here ? 
sTis I, the good Earl of Devonihire, 
With Kate, my wife, to me full dear. 
W e liv'd together 55 year. 
That we fpent, we had 1 

A a 2 That 
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That we left, we loft; 
That we gave, we have. 

4ntiau!ties of In the church at Crediton, which town was formerly an epifcopal fee, there is 
Crediton. " a monument of one of its bifhops. T h e grave ftone of this monument, not a cen, 

tury ago, had a brafs fillet round it, infcnbed as fol lows: 

Quifquis es, qui tranfieris, ft a, perlege plor a ; 
Sum quod eris, fueram quod es; pro me, precor, ora. 

E C C L E S I A S T I C A L A N T I Q U I T I E S . 

Exeter, from the great number of monks in it, was by the Saxons called 
Monkton, and there is no doubt but that in a city fo famous as this was in the 
times of the Romans, Britons, and Saxons, there were many focieties of holy 
men and women, early after the converfion of the country to chriftiamty; yet the 
filence of our hiftorians renders the account of the old religious houfes here very 
imperfeft. It is not certain whether this was the feat of the famous monaftery of 
Adeftancefter, in which St. Boniface the apoftle of the Germans, who was born at 
Crediton in this county, had his education under A b b o t W o l f hard, about the 
year 690. W e are told that within the precin&s of what is now called the Clofe, 
round the cathedral of this city, there were three religious houfes; one was a 
nunnery, which is now the dean's houfe the other was a houfe of monks, faid to 
have been built by king Ethelred in the year 868 ; and the third was a monafte-
ry of Benedidine monks, founded by king Athelftan, in 932, dedicated to the 
Virgin Mary, and to St. Peter, and endowed with twenty-fix villages. T h e monks 
however foon deferred this monaftery for fear of the Danes; but king Edgar, 
in 968, replaced them: they were again forced to fly upon the devaluation of 
this city and country by the Danes, in 1003, and were again fettled by king Ca-
nute, who confirmed their lands and privileges in 1019 but upon the tranflation 
of the epifcopal fee from Crediton to this city in 1050, the eight monks remain-
in o- in this monaftery were fent to Weftminfter A b b e y , and fome fecular canons 
placed in their ftead, by bifhop Leofric. But the chapter of this cathedral was 
not fixed to a clean and twenty-four prebendaries, till the year ,1225. T h e reve-
nues of this bifhopric were valued at the diifolution at 15661. 14 s. 6 d. per 
annum. 

Kino- William the Conqueror, or king William R u f u s , gave the church of St. 
Clave,° in this city, with fome lands adjoining, to the abbey of Battel, a market-
town of Suffex; and not long after a priory of fix Benedictine monks, dedicated 
to St. Nicholas, was built upon this foundation ; the yearly revenues of which 
upon the diifolution were valued at 147 1. 12 s. 

A n old collegiate church or free chapel, for four prebendaries, in the caftle of 
this city, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, was g iven by William Avenell to the 
priory of Plimpton, in the reign of king Stephen. 

Baldwin de Redveriis, or Rivers, earl of Devoniliire, gave the. chapel of St. 
lames, on the outfide of this city, together with its tythes and other eftates, to 
the head monaftery of St. Peter at Cluny in France, and to the abbey of St. 

Martin 
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Martin de Campis, near Paris, before the year 1146, upon condition that a prior 
and fome monks of the fame order, might be fettled here, which was accordingly 
done, and it became fubordinate to the abbey of St. Martin de Campis; but as 
it was an alien priory, it was often feized by the kings, in times of war with 
France, and was at laft wholly fuppreifed. It was however, after its fuppreffion, 
made part of the endowment of King's College, in Cambridge, by king Henry 
the Sixth. 

There was a lazar-houfe, dedicated to St . Mary Magdalen, without the South-
Gate of this city, before the year 1163, when biihop Bartholomew Ifcanus made 
a grant to it. 

Gilbert and John L o n g , merchants of Exeter, were accounted founders of the 
priory, or rather hofpital, of St. John Baptift, within the Eaft Gate of this city, 
about the year 1239. ^ w a s o i ' ^ order of St. Auguftine, confifted of five 
priefls, nine chorifters, and twelve poor, and was valued upon the diffolution at 
102 1. 12 s. 9 d. per annum,. 

A houfe of Dominican or preaching friars, on the north fide of the cathedral 
church in this city, built in the time of Edward the Firft, was upon the diffolu-
tion granted to John lord Ruffel, anceitor to the duke of Bedford, and is now 
called Bedford Houfe. 

There was a houfe of Francifcans or Grey friars, firft feated near the town 
wall, between the north and weft gates of this city, in a place called Freren 
Hay ; but they were removed in the time of king Edward the Firft, by biihop 
Button, to a houfe which he built for thefe mendicants, without the South Gate, 
where they continued till the diffolution. W e are not acquainted with the yearly 
revenues of this houfe at that time. 

Here was anciently an almflioufe for twelve poor men, and as many poor 
women, who were called Fratres Calendarum. This houfe was by John Grandi-
fon, biihop of Exeter, who lived in the fourteenth century, converted into a col-
lege, for the vicars choral of the cathedral. Thefe vicars became incorporated, 
and had at the diffolution clear revenues worth 204 1. 19 s. 3d . per annum, which 
being twenty in number, were to be divided among them. 

Richard Stapleton, in the fifth of Edward the Third, obtained the king's li-
cence to buildVn houfe for Carthufian monks upon his own ground, any where 
within the diocefe of Exeter, and to endow the fame with rents and advowfons of 
churches,"to the yearly value of one hundred marks, for the health of the foul 
of Walter Stapleton, biihop of Exeter. 

Bifhop's Tawton, a village fituated upon the T a w , fouth of Barnftaple, was 
the firft bifhop's fee in this county. Eadulphus, or Werftan, the firft bifhop, 
had this fee about the year 905 ; and Putta, the fecond bifhop, had his fee here 
for fome time, but was from this place removed to Crediton, and from thence 
the fee was tranflated to Exeter, . 
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A t Creditor! there was a collegiate church, dedicated to the Holy Crofs, in the • 
times of the Saxons, which was made the cathedral of the biihops of Devonfhire, 
upon their being removed hither; and though the epifcopal fee was in the year 
1050 tranilated to Exeter, yet in the church here remained a chapter, under the 
peculiar jurifdi&ion and patronage of the biihops of E x e t e r ; the valuation of 
which at the diifolution was computed at 332 1. 17 s. 5 d. per annum. 

A t Pilton, a village joining to Barnftaple by a bridge, over a fmall ftream cal-
led the North-Yeo, was a Benedictine priory, founded by king Athelftan, and 
dedicated to the Virgin Mary. It was accounted a cell to Malmfbury Abbey, in 
Wiltihire, and coniilted only of a prior and three monks, about the time of the 
diifolution, when its yearly revenues were valued at 561. s. 8 d. 

A t Axminfter king Athelftan founded a minfter for feven priefts, to pray for 
the fouls of thofe who were ilain in a battle, which he fought againft the Danes 
at Bremal Down, near this place. This minfter was in after ages altered from 
feven to two priefts, for whom a portion of land was alloted, known by the name 
of Prieft Aller. 

A t Taviftock an abbey of Black monks was begun by Ordo-ar earl of Devon-
ihire, in the year 961, and finifhed by his fon Ordulf. It was°dedicated to the 
Virgin Mary and St. Rumon, and endowed at the fuppreffion with 9021. 5 s. 7 d. 
per annum. 

A t Plimpton was a free chapel or college, founded by one of the Saxon kino-s, 
wherein were a dean or provoft, and four prebendaries, with other minifters' 
which, being diffolved by William Warlewaft, biihop of Exeter, he fettled here 
in the year 1121 a priory of canons regular of the order of St. Auguftine, and 
dedicated the fame to the apoftles St. Peter and St. Paul. Its yearly revenues, 
by the benefa&ions of earl Baldwin, de Redveriis, and others, exceeded any 
other monaftery in the diocefe of Exeter, being valued at 9121. 12 s. 8 d. 

The manor and church of Otterey St. Mary's, were about the year 1060 given 
by Edward the Confeifor, to the cathedral church of St. Mary at Roan, in France 
and were farmed at fixty-fix marks, in the feventh year of the reign of king 
John, and taxed in the twentieth of Edward the Firft, as worth 45 1. per annum. 
In the eighth year of Edward the Third, the dean and chapter obtained the 
king's leave, and next year actually fold this manor to John Grandifon, biihop 
of Exeter, who in the year 1337 founded a college in the pariih church here, 
for a warden, eight prebendaries, eight chorifters, and two clerks, and dedicated 
the fame to Chrift Jefus, the Virgin Mary, St. Edward king and Confeifor, and 
A l l Saints. This college was endowed at the diifolution with 3381. 2 s. q d. 
per annum. '• ' 

A t Hartland, Githa, wife to earl Godwin, is faid to have placed fecular priefts 
in the church of St. Ne&an, who enjoyed the prebends of it till the time of king 
Henry the Second, when Jeffrey de Dinham, by the authority of that k i n o - and 
of Bartholomew, biihop of Exeter, changed the feculars into an abbot and"con-

vent 
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rent of Black canons, whofe revenues were rated upon the general fuppreffion 
at 3061. 3 s. 2d. per annum. 

A t Totnefs was an alien priory, cell to the abbey of St. Sergius and St. Ba~ 
ehus, at Angiers in France, T o this priory the church of St. Mary here, and 
feveral lands adjoining, were given by Johellus, the fon of Alured, in the time 
of William the Conqueror. TÍie monks here were of the Cluniac or Benedic-
tine order; and the yearly revenues of this priory, which confifted of about fix 
religious, were rated upon the fuppreffion at 24I. 9s. 2d. 

A t Sidmouth was an alien priory, given by William- the Conqueror as a cel-
ta the monaftery of MountboroW, in Normandy, or rather to the monaftery of 
St. Michael in Periculo Maris, in that dutchy. It was fometimes reckoned as 
part of Otterton priory, and with that, after the diííolution of thefe foreign, 
houfes, was given to Sion Abbey, in Middlefex. 

A t Otterton w?as an alien priory of Black monks, founded by king William 
the Conqueror, and fubject to the monaftery of St. Michael in Periculo Maris, in 
Normandy. After the fuppreffion of foreign houfes, this eftate was given in the 
firft year of the reign of Edward the Fourth, to the monaftery of Sion, being then 
valued at 8 7 L 10 s. 4d. per annum.. 

A t Barnftaple, Johellus, the fon of Alured, founded a priory of five or fix: 
Cluniac monks, in the reign of king William the Conqueror, or king William 
Rufus. It was dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen, and was a cell to the abbey of 
St. Martin de Campis, at Paris, but was afterwards made denifon, and continu-
ed to the general fuppreffion, when it was valued at 123 1. 6 s. 7 d. per annum.-

Richard Fitz Baldwin de Brioniis,. baron of Okehampton, and iheriff of De-
voniliire,. in the year 1136 brought an abbot and twelve Ciftertian monks to 
Brightly, a village lying fouth-weft of South' Moulton ; but this being a barren 
place, and the monks not liking it,, they removed to Ford, a village upon the ri-
ver A x , north-eaftcf Axminfter, which was given them in the year 1141, b y 
Adeltcia, filler and heirefs to the faid Richard. By the charity of thefe founders,,, 
and by other benefaélions, this abbey, which was dedicated to the Virgin Mary,,, 
was before the diffolution endowed, with- 3.741. 10 s, 6 d . p e r annum. 

* A t Buckfaftíeigh, a village about three miles from Afhbiirton, an abbey of the 
Ciftertian order was founded in the year 1137, by Ethelwerd, fon of William 
Pomeroy. It was dedicated to the Virgin Mary ; and its yearly income at the. 
fuppreffion. was 4.66 L. u s. 2 d. 

A t Modbury v/as a cell of Benedictine monks, belonging - to- the abbey of St. 
Peter Sur Dieu, in Normandy, as early as king Stephen's time- It was found-
ed by Ruan, or ——— Exton, and was dedicated to St. Gregory, Its value 
was about 70 1. per annum. Upon the diiiblution of alien priories, king Henry 
the Sixth gave this to the college at Eaton : king Ed.ward. the Eotirth gave it t o 
Taviftock Abbey, and laftly it came to King's College in. Cambridge.. 

Williaiti 
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William the fon o f * Baldwin, in or before the time of king Henry the Se-
cond, gave the church and lands of Cowick, a village near Exeter, to the abbey 
of Bee Herlowin, in Normandy, to which place Cowick became a cell of Bene-
dictine monks. It was dedicated to St. Andrew, and upon the diifolution of 
alien priories, was given to Eaton College but in the third year of Edward the 
Fourth, it was granted to Taviftock A b b e y , to which it was afterwards made a 
cell. 

T h e manor of Iplepen, a village near Afhburton, was given by William the 
Conqueror to Ralph de Fulgeriis and by one of that family, the church of I p -
lepen, and fome lands there, were given to the priory of St. Peter de Fulgeriis 
in Brittany, to which houfe Iplepen became a cell. This alien priory was after-

, wards given by king Henry the Sixth, partly to the college of St. Mary Otte-
rey, and partly to King's College in Cambridge. 

A t Legh, a village north-weft of Tiverton, Walter Clavell, in the time of 
king Henry the Second, founded a monaftery for canons of the order of St. Auf-
tin, who were changed by Maud de Clare, countefs of Hereford and Gloucefter, 
in the beginning of the time of king Edward the Firft, into an abbefs and nuns 
or canoneffes, of the fame order. It was dedicated to the Virgin Mary, St. 
John the Evangelift, and St. Etheldreda, and valued upon the diifolution at 
197 1. 3 s. i d . per annum-, about which time there were eighteen religious in 
this monaftery. 

T h e manor of Axmouth, a town at the mouth of the river A x , being given to 
the abbey of St. Mary, at Mountborow, in Normandy, by Richard de Redvers, 
or Rivers, earl of Devonfhire, in the time of king Henry the Second, it was 
reckoned fometimes as a diftindt alien priory, at other times as parcel of Loders, 
a priory near Bridport, a borough town of Dorfetihire, which priory of Loders 
was a cell to the monaftery of Mountborow. After the diifolution of the fo-
reign religious houfes, Axmouth was beftowed on the monaftery of Sion. 

A t Berdlefcomb, or Burlefcomb, a village eaft of Tiverton, there was a priory 
of Black canons; but when, or by whom founded, we are not informed. 

A t Torr, a village on the coaft, eaft from Totnefs, William Briwer, in the 
year 1196, founded an abbey of the Premonftratenfian order, dedicated to our 
Saviour, the Virgin Mary, and the Trinity, which juft before the fuppreffion 
was endowed with 3961. o s. 11 d. per annum. 

A t Polilo, or Polleihoo, a village within one mile of Exeter, in or before the 
reign of Richard the Second, William Briwer founded a nunnery of the Bene-
diftine order, dedicated to St. Catharine, which had a priorefs and about thirteen 
nuns, whofe yearly revenues were rated upon the fuppreifion at 1641. 8 s, i i d . 

A t Dunkefwell, a village lying eaft of Columbton, William Briwer, in the 
year 1201, fettled an abbot and convent of White monks, dedicated to the Vir-

I 
* Perhaps one of the earls of Devonfhire. 



D E V O N S H I R E . 
gin Mary, who were found at the diiTolution to be endowed with the yearly 
revenues of 294I. 8 s. 6d. 

A t Frithelftoke, a village upon the coaft, fouth of Hartland, there was a« 
fmall houfe of Auftin canons from Hartland,, founded by Sir Robert Beauchamp* 
knight, before the eighth year of the reign of Henry the Third. It confifted on-
ly of a prior and four or five religious, about the time of the diffolution, whofe 
yearly-revenues were then valued at 127 1. 2 s. 4d. This monaftery was d e d i -
cated to the Virgin Mary, St. Gregory, and St. Edmund.! 

A t Kerefwell, near Newton-Bufhel, was a fmall monaftery. of Cluniac monks* 
for which reafon it has been fometimes reckoned among the alien priories ; buti 
it was only a cell .to Montacute, a religious houfe of that order, i a Somerfet-
ihire. 

A t Marfh, near Eteter, wa?, in -the time of king Henry the Third, a fmall 
priory of Black canons, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and a cell to Plympton. 

In the twenty-eighth year of king Henry the Third, one Nicholas de Blake-
don, gave lands in- Bkkedony a village eaft of Totnefs, to Ralph de Wulvelegh, 
prior of Torneford, chief minifter in England, of the order of the Holy Trini-
ty, for the redemption of captives, upon condition that before Michaelmas that, 
year, or at fartheft before Michaelmas the next year, there ihould be placed and 
maintained here, at Blakedon, at leaft feven brethren of the faid order, who were 
to ferve God and keep hofpitality, according to the rules of the faid order j but. 
we cannot learn whether this agreement ever took effect; or whether fuch a mo-
naftery was ever founded. 

A t Cornworthy, a village between Dartmouth and Totnefs, there was a priory* 
of feven nuns, of the order of St. Auftin, faid to be founded by an anceitor of 
the Edgecombs, and valued upon the general fuppreffion at 63 1, 2 s. l o d . per 
annum. 

Reginald de Mohun, earl of Somerfet, with leave from king Henry the Third, 
founded an abbey for Ciftertian monks, at Newenham, a village near Axmin— 
iter, in the year 1246. It was dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and at the diffo-, 
lution .was endowed with 227 1. 7 s. 8 d. per annum. 

A t Tunftall, a village near Totnefs, was an alien priory, or celL>o£ French-? 
monks, which afterwards belonged to Torr Abbey.. 

A t Dartmouth was a little cell of monks in the chapel of .Stv Patrick,. within,?, 
the caftle there, annexed to fome great abbey«. , 

Churchhill was for fome time a priory. 

A t Indio there was once a priory. 

A t Yodby there was a monaftery... 
V o w L, ' B:: 6.» lleefc-
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"Redleigh was an alien priory, dedicated to St. James. 

T h e names of any of the laft four mentioned villages, do not occur in any re-
p-ifter of the villages, or map of this county, therefore their fituation, with re-
jpe€t to the market towns, cannot be afcertained. 

A t Little Totnefs, Delabout, lord of this place, ereited a cell of brethren, of 
the order of the Trinity, which was fuppreffed by Oldham, bifhop of Exeter* 
who gave the lands to the vicars of the cathedral church of Exeter. 

The church of St. Mary Magdalen, at Chulmeleigh, was collegiate, confifting 
according to fome of four, and according to others, of five prebendaries, found-
ed, as the tradition goes, by the lady of the manor, for feven children, whom 
fhe laved from being drowned by their own father, who thought himfelf not able 
to maintain them. It was of the patronage of the Courtneys, earls of Devon-
fhire, and probably founded by fome of that family, before the time of king 
Edward the Firft. 

A t Buckland Monachorum, a village near Taviftock, Amicia, countefs dowager 
of Devonfhire, in 1278 founded an abbey of Ciftertian monks, to the honour or the 
Virgin Mary and St. Benedict. Its yearly revenues were valued upon the diifo-
lution at 2411, 17 s. 9 d. 

In the church of St. Blafe, at Haccomb, near Chudleigh, was a college or 
large chantry of five priefts, under the government of an archiprefbyter, in the 
time of king Edward the Third. 

A t Werland, a village north-eaft of Columbton, was a houfe for a minifter and 
friars, of the order of the Holy Trinity, dedicated to the Holy Spirit. 

A t Stoke, a village near Newton-Bufhel, John de Stanford obtained leave of 
king Edward the Third, to found a religious houfe to the honour of the Virgin 
Mary and St. Andrew, for a warden and feveral chaplains, to whom he gave li-
cence of Mortmain to hold the manor of Stoke and the advowfon of the church, 
but it does not appear whether ever this houfe #as built and endowed ac-
cordingly. 

A t Slapton on the Channel, fouth-weft of Dartmouth/ Sir Guy de Brien, 
knight, in the year 1373 founded a college or chantry, of a re£tor and four fel-
lows, priefts, within the chapel of our Lady, adjoining to the parifh church here. 

A t Plymouth was a priory of White friars in the eaft part of the town •> and a 
houfe of Grey friars was founded here in the feventh year of king Richard the 
Second. 

A t Clovelly, a village upon the coaft, fouth-eaft of Hartland, William Gary 
had licence from the king to make the pariih church collegiate, and therein to 
eftablifh a warden and fix chaplains, in the eleventh year of Richard the Second. 

M E M » 
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M E M B E R S of P A R L I A M E N T for this C O U N T Y . 

This county fends twenty-fix members to parliament: two knights of the ihire 
for the county, two citizens for Exeter, and two burgeifes for each of the fol-
lowing places: Totnefs, Plymouth, Okehampton, Barnftaple, Plympton, H o n ^ 
ton5 Tavi f tock, Aihburton, Dartmouth, Bearalfton, and Tiverton. 

B h % B €t R S E T -
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N A M E , 

TH E prefent name of this county is immediately derived from the Saxon 
name D o j i j - e t t a , which fignifies a people living b y the water or fea fide, 

and is compounded of Dwyr, or Dour, the Britiih name for water, and S e r a i , 
an inhabitant, from S e r c a n , the Saxon verb fignifying to dwell or inhabit. 

B O U N D A R I E S , E X T E N T and S I T U A T I O N . 

This county is bounded by Devonfhire and part of Somerfetihire on the weft, 
b y Wiltshire and another part of Somerfetihire on the north, by Hampihire on 
the eaft, and by the Englifh Channel on the fouth. It is about 50 miles in 
length, f rom eaft to weft, 40 in breadth, and 150 in circumference. _ Dorchef-
ter, the county town, which lies nearly in the middle of it, is 123 miles fouth-
weft'from London, 

R I V E R S , 
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R I V E R S . 

T h e principal rivers of this county are the Stour and the Frame. T h e Stour 
riies in Somerfetihire* and entering Dorfetihire, runs due fouth to Sturmifter-
Newton, a confiderable market town of this county,, where, making an angle, it 
runs a courfe nearly eaft-fouth-eaft, and leaving Dorfetihire about five miles fouth-
eaft of Wimborn-minfter, another market town of this county,, it falls into the E n g -
liih Channel at Chrift-Church,, a borough town of Hampihire. T h e Frome derives 
this name from the Saxon one Fpau. It rifes in the weft part of Dorfetihire* 
near a little market town called Everihot,, and running almoft due eaft, falls in-
to a bay of the Engli ih Channel, called Pool-harbour* near Warham, a very 
confiderable borough town of this county. Other lefs confiderable rivers of this 
county are the Piddle* the Lyddon, the Duliih, and the A l l e n . 

A I R and S O I L . 

T h e air of this county, which has been often ftiled the garden of England,, is;, 
in general healthy. O n the hills it is fomewhat iharp,. but mild and pleafant in 
the vallies, and near the coaft. T h e foil is rick and fertile; the northern:, part* 
which was formerly overfpread with forefts, now affords good pafture for black 
cattle ; and the fouthern part, which chiefly confifts of fine downs,, feeds an in-
credible number of llieep. 

N A T U R A L P R O D IT C T I O N 

T h e rivers of this county afford plenty of fijfh b u t the tench and eels of the 
Stour are particularly famous- T h e port towns- fupply the inhabitants with all 
forts of fea fiih, and the rocks upon the coai i abound with famphire and eringo.. 
Here are fwans, geefe, and ducks without n u m b e r and great plenty of wood-
cocks, pigeons,, pheafants, partridges,, field-fares, and other game. T h i s coun-
ty alio abounds with corn, cattle, wool,, hemp, and timber. 

There is in this county a peninfula, called Portland Iiland, the fea having for-
merly flowed round it, thought it is now joined to the main by a beach,, called 
Cheffil Bank,, which the f w g e has thrown up. Whence Portland derived its, 
name is not certainly known j fome fqppofe from its fituation oppofite the port o f 
Weymouth., and others from a Saxon, who poffeffed h i m f e l f o f i t about the year 
523, It is fcarce feven miles in compafs, and but thinly inhabited; for though 
it affords plenty of corn and pafture, yet wood and coal are fo fcarce, that the in-
habitants axe forced to dry the dung of their black cattle for fueL T h e land 
here is fo. high, that in clear weather it gives- a. profpe£t above half way over; the 
Engli fa Channel. T h e iiland is rendered inacceffibie b y high and dangerous, 
rocks, except on the north fide,, where it is defended by a ftrong eaftle,, that 
was built by king Henry the Eighth, called Portland caftle, and another erect-
e d on the oppofite fhore, called Sandford-caftle. Thefe command all ihips that 
come into the road,, which for its ftrong current fetting in from the Engliih and 
French coafts, is called Portland Race. Theie currents render it always turbu-
lent,. a n d h a v e frequently driven veffels not aware of them, to the weft of Port-

' lands, and wrecked them on. Cheffil Bank 5, on the two. points of which there, are 
a. - l ight-
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light-houfes, to warn the mariner of his danger. This peninfula is famous for 
its quarries of excellent ftone, called Portland (tone, reckoned the beft in the 
kingdom for duration and beauty. 

There is another peninfula of this county, fuppofed alfo to have been once 
furrounded by the fea, called Purbeck Ifland. It is fituated between Warham 
and the Engliih Channel; and befides a very ufeful ftone, called Purbeck ftone, 
furniihes fome fine marble, and the beft tobacco pipe clay in the world, 

M A N U F A C T U R E S . 

This county is remarkable for its linen and woollen manufactures, and its fine 
ale. 

C I V I L and E C C L E S I A S T I C A L D I V I S I O N S . 

Dorfetihire is divided into 34 hundreds, and contains 22 market towns. It 
lies in the province of Canterbury and diocefe of Briftol, and includes 248 
pariihes, 

M A R K E T T O W N S . 

T h e market towns are Abbotfbury, Bemifter, Bere-regis, Blandford, Bridport, 
Cerne-Abbey, Corfe-caftle, Cramborn, Dorchefter, Everihot, Frampton, Lime, 
Melcomb-regis, Milton, Pool, Shaftibury, Sherborn, Stalbridge, Sturmifter-
Newton, Warham, Weymouth, and Wimborn-minfter. 

A B B O T S B U R Y derives its name from an abbey, of which it was formerly the 
lite, and is diftant from London 133 miles. 

B E M I S T E R is diftant from London 13 2 miles, and has a good charity fchool, 
but nothing elfe that is remarkable. 

B E R E - R E G I S ftands upon a rivulet of its own name, near its influx into the ri-
ver Piddle, at the diftance of 92 miles from London. 

B L A N D FORD lies upon the Stour, at the diftance of 107 miles from London. 
It is an ancient borough, governed by two bailiffs, chofen yearly out of the al-
dermen or capital burgefles. It is now a flouriihing town, well built, with a 
bridge over the Stoui\ and is much frequented by the gentry, who have feats 
upon pleafant downs, extending from this town to Dorchefter, arid called Bur-
ford D'owns. Formerly its chief manufacture was band-ftrings, and afterwards 
ftraw-hats and bone-lace ; but at prefent the principal traders here are maltfters 
and clothiers. 

B R I D P O R T is fituated at the diftance of 145 miles from London, upon a fmall 
river near the coaft of the Englifh Channel, and in the great weftera road. _ It 
is the capital of its hundred, and was made a borough by king Henry the Third, 
by whofe charter it was leafed to the inhabitants in fee-farm for a imall quit-
rent into the Exchequer, collected by the bailiffs of the town, and payable at 

Michael-
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Michaelmas, It was incorporated by king Henry the Eighth, and afterwards 
by queen Elizabeth and by a charter of king James the Firft, two bailiffs were 
to be chofen yearly by the capital burgeifes, who were to be fifteen,, of whom 
the bailiffs were to be two and the corporation was empowered to chufe a re-
corder and town clerk, who, with the bailiffs in office, and the two preceding 
bailiffs, were to be juftices of the peace. The corporation had a power by this 
charter, to build a prifon, to have a common leal, and to hold lands and tene-
ments. T h e bailiffs were to have all fines, with other privileges, and to have-
two ferjeants to carry maces before them. The town hall is a mean building, in 
which however the quarter feffions,for the county, are held once a-year. Here are 
two churches, but one of them is old and in ruins.. This town has a harbour 
which was formerly a good one, and while it was iuch, this was a place of oreat 
trade ^ but a mortality happened here, which carried off the greatefl part of the-
jnhabitants, and the harbour was fo much negle&ed, that the entrance was bar-
red by the fand which the tides-threw up, and though an a& of parliament paf-
fed in 1722, for reftoring and rebuilding the haven and piers, it has. not vet 
been executed». 

This place was once famous for the manufacture of hemp into ropes and cables 5 
and by a ftatute made in the reign of king Henry the Eighth, and confirmed by-
fucceffive parliaments for about fixty years,, it.,was enaded, that the cordage of 
the Engliih navy fhould for a limited time be made in this town, or within five, 
miles of it but there is fcarce any remains of this trade or indeed of any other 
at prefent,. though the foil between this town and Bemiiter produces -as eood 
crops of hemp as any in. England. _ 

C E R N E - A B B E Y is at. the -distance of 99 miles from London, 

C O R F E - C A S T L E ftands in the middle of that part of the county called the Ifie-
©f Purbeck, at the diftance of 116 miles from London. It derives its name from 
a»., cafile, now imruins, fuppofed to have- been built by king Edgar, who kept 
his court here, and endowed the town with -feveral privileges. It-was a loso-
time a borough by prefcription, and afterwards incorporated by queen Elizabeth! 
King Charles .the Second-alio, as a reward fop the gallant defence'the caffle made 
ior him, granted it an exemption-from toll, arr-efts, fuit, or fervice, without the 
borough ; and .befides every other privilege in common with the Cinque ports, 
the peculiar honour of'baron to its principal members, the ftile of the letters of 
incorporation:being the-mayor and barons of Corfe-Caftle ; and all the barons that* 
have ferved the office of the mayor, are juftices -of the peace, and can hold fef-
lions^ chufe- coroners, and ale tafters during life. T h e lord of the manor is by 
inheritance lord lieutenant of the ifle of Purbeck, has power to appoint all offi-
sers, to determine all actions by his bailiffs and deputies, has all fhipwrecks m 
the tile, and a freedom from the court of admiralty. This- town has a large and 
M t y church, which is a royal peculiar, not liable to any epifcopal vifitation or-
prilaiction^ and has a chapel of eafe about a mile out of town. 

C R A M B O R N , diftant 98 miles from London, is pleafantly fituated in a healthy 
«porting country, near a very large cliace : it is well watered, and is a pretty 

town., ' ' r 



D O R S E T S H I R E. 
D O R C H E S T E R is diftant from London 1 2 3 miles, and is governed by a mayor, 

a recorder, two bailiffs, fix aldermen, and fix capital burgeifes, befides a gover-
nor, who is annually chofen by twenty-four common council men, and whole of-
fice is chiefly to look after the trade of the town. A court of common council, 
affifted by five of the capital burgeifes, determines all matters belonging to the 
privileges of the freemen. In this place, being the county town, the affizes for 
the county and quarter feffions are held, and the knights of the fhire are elected, 
i t is iituated upon a fteep afcent, and commands a fine view of the river Frome, 
which lies north of the town. It confifts chiefly of three ftreets, which are well 
paved and clean ; and the houfes, though they are old and low, are yet regular-
ly built, and in general of ftone. Here are three churches, a town-hall, a ihire-
hall, and the county gaol, with its chapel. St. Peter's church and the town-hall 
ftand in one ftreet, Trinity Church and the ihire-hall in another, and A l l Saints 
Church, below which is the county gaol, with, its chapel, in the third. St. Peter's 
Church is a handfome ftruiture. There is a traditional rhime which imports the 
founder of this church to have been one Geofiery Van : 

Geofiery Van, 
"With his wife Anne, 
And his maid Nan, 
Built this church. • 

But there was long fince dug up in a garden here, a large feal with indifputable 
marks of antiquity, and this infcription: S I G I L L U M G A L F R I D I D E A N N ; 
it is therefore fuppofed, with great reafon, that the founder's name was Ann. 
Here is a good free fchool home, and a handfome almfhoufe near it, befides two 
other almihoufes, the donations of private gentlemen. 

This town was once famous for a manufactory of broad cloth and ferge; the 
manufactory of broad cloath is intirely loft, and the ferge trade is now very in-
confiderable. T h e principal bufinefs of the place at prelent is breeding fheep, of 
which it is faid no lefs than 600,000 are fed within fix miles of this town; the 
ewes generally bring two lambs, which is imputed to the wild thyme and other 
aromatic herbage, which grows upon the downs here in great plenty. T h e iheep 
and lambs are bought up by the farmers of Buckingham!!]ire, Bedfordfhire, Ox-
fordshire, Kent, and Surry, to fupply the eaft of England. This town alio 
fends great quantities of malt every year to the city of Briftol, in Somerfetihire, 
and it is noted for excellent cakes, as well as for incomparable beer. 

* 

E V E R SHOT ftand s upon the borders of Somerfetfhire, about 123 miles from 
London, and is a little obfcure town, in which there is nothing worthy of note. 

F R A M P T O N , or F R O M E T O N , derives its name from its fituation upon the river 
Frome, at the dittance of 117 miles from London. It is remarkable only for its-
excellent trouts, and the manfion-houfe of Mr. Brown, which is a noble ftru£ture, 
of Portland ftone, above eighty feet in front. 

L I M E was thus called from a little rivulet of the fame name that runs by i t ; 
it is alfo called Lime-Regis, or King's Lime, probably from its having been an-
nexed to the crown, in the reign of king Edward the Firft. It is diftant from 

V O L . I. C c L o n -
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London 144 miles. K ing Edward granted it every privilege that is enjoyed even 
by the city of London, with a court of huftings, and freedom from all tolls and 
laftage. Thefe privileges were confirmed by Edward the Second and Third, by 
k i n ^ James the Firft, k ing Charles the Firft , and king William and queen 
Mary. T h e corporation now confifts of a mayor, a recorder, _ fifteen capital bur-
geifes, a town clerk, and other officers. T h e mayor is a juftice of the peace 
during his mayoralty, and the year following, and in the third year he is both 
juftice&and coroner two of the capital burgeffes are alfo juftices of the peace. 

Here are fome fine houfes built of free-ftone, and covered with blue flate ; and 
as the town is fituated upon the declivity of a hill, the houfes, rifing gradually 
one above another, make a fine appearance at a diftance. T h e town has only 
one church, but it is one of the fineft harbours in the Englifh Channel. There 
is a rivulet runs through the middle of this town, but as it ftands on a high fteep-
rock, the merchants are under a neceffity to lade and unlade their goods at a 
place called the Cobb, a quarter of a mile from the town. 

T h e Cobb is a maffy building, and confifts of a firm ftone wall, running out: 
a confiderable way into the fea, and of a breadth fufficient to admit of ware-houfes 
and carriages on it, befides a houfe for the cuftom-houfe officers.. Without this 
wall there is another of equal ftrength, which is carried round the end o f the 
firft wall, and forms the entrance into the port, which for fafety is perhaps not 
to be equalled in the world. There are fome guns planted at proper diftances, 
both for the defence of the Cobb- and the town. T h e mayor and burgeffes are 
at the expence of keeping the Cobb in repair, for which end they are properly 
impowered to provide materials. T h a t part of this town which lies at the foot 
of the rock, near the fea, is fo low, that at fpring tides the cellars are overflow-
ed to the height of ten or twelve feet. T h e cuftom-houfe ftands upon pillars^, 
and has the corn market underneath it. 

T h i s town had formerly a confiderable trade,, particularly to Newfoundland, f a 
that the cuftoms have produced fome years upwards of 16,0001. T h e merchants-
have lately begun to trade in the pilchard fifhery, with good fuccefs. 

Sir George Summers, who was fo eminent as a merchant and navigator, that 
the Bermudas lilands have from him been called the Summer Iflands, was a na-
tive of this place, and reprefented it in parliament in the reign of James the 
Firft. 

M E L C O M B , called M E L C O M B - R E G I S , becaufe it was anciently the king's de~ 
mefne, is feparated from Weymouth by a fmall river called the W e y . It is dis-
tant from London 132 miles, and fent members to parliament in the reign of k i n g 
Edward the Firft, before Weymouth had that privilege. In the reign of k i n g 
Edward the Third it was in fo fiourifhing a ftate, that it was by^ parliament ap-
pointed a ftaple ; but for its quarrels with Weymouth, its privileges as a port 
were removed to Pool in the reign of king Henry the Sixth, but reftored in that 
of queen Elizabeth by act of parliament, which was confirmed in the next reign, 
on condition that Melcomb and Weymouth fhould make but one corporation, 
and enjoy their privileges in common ; and to this union is owing the prefent 
flourishing ftate of both. This united corporation confifts of a mayor5: who is the 

6 officer 
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officer that returns the writs for electing members of parliament, a recorder, 
two bailiffs, twenty-four capital burgeffes, and a number of aldermen, which is 
neceifarily uncertain, becaufe every perfon who is once a mayor, is an alderman 
ever afterwards. 

Melcomb has four tolerable ftreets: moil of the houfes are buik of ftone, 
though not very high ; and the place is better furnifhed with dwelling-houfes 
and ware-houfes than Weymouth. Here is a good market place and town hall, 
to which the members of the corporation of Weymouth come to attend the pub-
lic bufinefs the inhabitants of Weymouth alfo in general attend divine fervice 
at Melcomb church. T h e port however generally goes by the name of W e y -
mouth ; it is laid to be the beft frequented harbour in the county, and is defend-
ed by Sandfort and Portland caftles. In the reign of king James the Firft, a 
commodious bridge of timber, confifting of feventeen arches, was built from 
Melcomb to Weymouth, chiefly by the contribution of fome citizens of London, 
This bridge having fallen to decay, was rebuilt fome years ago by Sir Thomas 
Hardy, William Harvey, John Ward, and Reginald Marriot, Efqrs-, who then 
reprefented this corporation in parliament. 

M I L T O N , or M I D D L E T O N , is fituated fouth-weft ofBlandford, at the diftance of 
11 o miles from London, and has nothing worthy of note except its abbey, which 
was built by king Athelftan, and great part of which is, or was lately ftanding. 

P O O L is fuppofed to derive its name from a bay, called Luxford L a k e , which 
furrounds it on every fide but the north, and in a calm looks like a pool, or 
ftanding water. It is diftant n o miles from London, and fent members to par-
liament in the reign o f king Edward the Third ; and by a charter of queen Eliza-
beth, this town is fevered from the county of Dorfet, and made a county of it-
felf, with the privilege of a iheriff keeping a court to determine all caufes both 
civil and criminal, with divers other immunities, feveral of which it ftill enjoys, 
particularly the right of trying malefactors within its own jurisdiction, by a.com-
miifion from the crown, which faves the expence of entertaining the judges on 
the circuit. This borough and county is governed by a mayor, recorder, alder-
men, a iheriff, a coroner, a town clerk, bailiffs, and common council men. The-
mayor, who is admiral within the liberty, is chofen from among the burgeffes, 
and after he has paffed the chair is always an alderman, and the firft year after 
his mayoralty, he is fenior bailiff and a juftice of the peace: from among the al-
dermen are chofen annually three juftices, the mayor and recorder being of the 
quorum, and the ele&ion of the freemen or burgeffes muft be made by the mayor, 
four aldermen, and twenty-four burgeffes. This town is fuppofed to contain 
about 400 houfes. T h e church, which is about 200 years old, is a large ftruc-
ture, but the tower is low, and the wings larger than the body, and not equal 
one to another. Here is a beautiful town hall, built of ftone, a charity fchool, a 
cuftom-houfe, and key and there is a large warehoufe, called the town cellar, 
for keeping the merchants goods. 

Pool is one of the moil confiderable ports in the weft of England, and fevefal 
t>f its merchants have reprefented it in parliament. It carries on & great trade 
to the Weft-Indies, to Newfoundland, and, in time of peace, to France, Here 

C c 2 is-
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Is great plenty o f fiih, with which this town fupplies Wiltihire, and the inland 
t y j t s of Somerfetfhire. T h i s place is particularly remarkable for vaft plenty of 
makrel in the ieafon, and for the belt and biggeft oyiters in all this part of E n g -
land which alfo contain larger pearls, and more in number, than any others in 
E n g l a n d ; they are pickled and barrelled up here, and lent not only to London, 
b u f to the Weft-Indies, Spain, Italy, and other places. Great quantities of 
corn, pulfe, and Purbeck ftone, are alfo exported from this place. 

S H A F T S B U R Y , o r S H A F T O N , ftands on a hill in the poft road from London to 
Exeter, and commands a proipect into Wiltihire and Somerietihire. Its diftance 
from London is 103 miles, and it is governed by a mayor, a recorder, twelve 
aldermen, bailiffs, and common council men. Here are about 600 houfes, ma-
ny of which are built of free-ftone. On the top of a hill, called Park-hill, near 
the town, a fine grove has been lately planted, by a gentleman in the neighbour-
hood, for the inhabitants to walk in. 

Water is ib fcarce in this town, that it ufed to be brought from Mot-
comb, a village at fome diftance, by hories ; but in the year 1718 , William Ben-
fon, Efq; one^of its reprefentatives, was at the expence of conftructing engines, 
which railed the water of a well, about two miles off, to the height of above 
300 feet, and conveyed it to a large ciftern in the middle of the town. Thefe 
enoines however have for fome reafon been difufed, and the inhabitants have 
d u s pits at the doors of their houfes for preferving the rain water, which not be-
ing" fuindent for a conftant fupply, the poor get their l iving at this day by bring-
ing water in pails, or upon horfes, to the town from M o t c o m b ; and as an ac-
knowledgment to the lord of the manor of Motcomb, the mayor and^burgeffes 
of Shaftibury ufed to go in proceffion every year, on the Monday before H o l y 
Thurfday, with a kind of garland, fomething like the M a y garlands, carried 
about by thofe who fell milk in London, confifting of plate, borrowed of the 
neighbouring gentry, and adorned with peacocks feathers. This garland, which 
is here called a prize befom, was carried to a green below the hill whence the 
water is taken, and prefented, together with a raw calf's head and a pair of gloves, 
to the lord of the manor, who received the prefent by his fteward, and at the 
fame time diftributed twelve penny loaves and three dozen of beer among the 
people. A f t e r the ceremony was over, the prize befom was reftored to the 
mayor, and carried back to the town by one of the officers, with great folem-
nity. 

S H E R B O R N is fituated on the borders of a foreft called White Hart Foreft, at 
the diftance of 118 miles from London, and in the poft road from London to 
Exeter. T h i s is an ancient town, and was once a bifhop's fee, but never lent 
members to parliament. T h e houfes here are computed to be above 300 ; the 
ftreets are fpacious, and the town divided into two parts by a final 1 river, called 
the Parret. * One part is diftinguiihed by the name of Sherborn, and the other by 
that of Caftle T o w n . Caftle Town was fo called from a caftle built here, by 
Roo-er, the third bifnop of Saliibury, when this county was part of that diocefe. 
This caftle was the firit that was formally befieged in the civil wars, between 
kino- Charles the Firft and his parliament, and it was the iaft that held out for 
the Liner j but the prefent irate of it does not appear. 
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Here was formerly an abbey, the church of which is ftill Handing, and is a 

moil magnificent ftru&ure, both within and without; it is by far the beft build-
ing in this county, and was fo much valued by the townfmen at the reformation, 
that it is faid they bought it, and pulled down three churches and four chapels 
about the town, to fave it. In a quarrel that happened formerly between the 
townfmen and the monks, a great part of this church was burnt, and the town 
was obliged to repair it. At the entrance from the porch lie interred Ethelbald 
and Ethelbert, two Saxon kings, who lived about 200 years before the Conqueft. 
In one of its ijfles is a fumptuous monument for John Digby, earl of Briftol, who 
died in 1 6 9 8 , which is faid to have coil upwards of 15001 . and in the tower of 
this church are fix bells, fo large that they require near twenty men to ring them. 
Here is a free fchool, founded by king Edward the Sixth, a fine almlhoufe by 
Richard Beauchamp, bifhop of Salifbury, and in the neighbourhood many gen tie-
men s feats. This town had formerly a good trade in the medley cloth, but at: 
prefent its chief manufactures are buttons, bone-lace, and haberdafliery wares, 
with which it fupplies all the weftern parts of the kingdom. 

S T A L B R I D G E is 1 1 5 miles diftant from London, and is a fmall inconfiderable 
place, having nothing worthy of note befides a charity fchool. 

S T U R M I S T E R - N E W T O N took its name probably from its having been once a 
monaftery, or minfter, upon the river Stour, and joined by a ftone bridge over 
that river to another town called Newton-caftle, of which there are now fcarce any 
remains. This town is diftant from London 122 miles, and is a mean obfcure 
place. 

W A R M A M is ro8 miles from London^ and ftands in the moil healthy part of 
the county, though furrounded with water on every fide, having the river Frame: 
on: the fouth, the Piddle on the north, and the bay into which they fall on the 
eaft. The inhabitants fay that it rofe out of the ruins of Stowborough, now a 
village on the other fide of the Frome. It is however reckoned the oldeft town 
in the county, and was once the iargeft, having had feventeen churches. It was 
inclofed with walls, and had a caftle, built by William the Conqueror : it was 
formerly waited by the fea, which has fmce retired from it, and.it was then a 
harbour of confiderable note. It is a corporation, which by a charter of queen 
Anne confifts of a mayor, a recorder, a town clerk, fix capital burgeiTes, and-
twelve, common council men, and their affiftants j the mayor,, by an old prefcrip-
tive right, is coroner, not only of this place, but of the Iile of Purbeck, and. 
another fmall ifland,. on the fouth fide of the bay of Pool, called Brankfey Ifiand : 
he has been fupreme magiilrate here ever ftnce the time of king Henry the Sixth5 
and the mayor in office, the preceding mayor, and the recorder, are juftices of 
the peace ; the officiating mayor and-recorder are of the quorum, and. are.-im---
powered to hold their own feinons. Here are three churches,, St.- Martin's, 
Trinity church, and: St. Mary'a.church, which are all three fupplied by one mi-
sifter, who. preaches at S t Mary's,- the great church, the f u m m e r Half? year,v and; 
at the two others alternately in the winter.- The tower.-of St.^Mary's.is the chief 
ornament of the town. The foil in and about this place produces-vail quanti-
ties of garlicky- but the chief trade of the town is in tobacco pipe clay,, of which 
the beft in Great Britain, is -dug out o f a.-hill i n the neighbourhood, , called; 
H u n g e r .HilL. 
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W E Y M O U T H IS part of the town and corporation of Melcomb, and as fuch has 

been already in part defcribed. Its fituation is low, yet it is a clean agreeable 
place It has a cuftom-houfe, and a good k e y , and formerly carried on a confi-
d e n c e trade to France, Spain, Portugal, and the Weft-Indies the New-
foundland trade ftill thrives here the wine trade is alfo very confiderable, and 
the place has a large correfpondence in the country, for the confumption of its 
returns. 

W i M B O R N - M I N S T E R , or W I N B O R N - M I S T E R , had formerly a monaftery, whence: 
Minfier was added to the name JVinborn, or IVinbwrn, which is fuppoled to be 
compounded of a Britiili word Vin, f ignifying between, and a ~ a x o n ^ ord bui n, fig 
n i f y i n o - a fmall river, and is expreffive of i t s fituation between the rivers Stour and 
Allen,° near their conflux, at the diftance of 98 miles from London. This is the 
largeft pariih in the county: the church is a noble edifice, built in the manner 
of a cathedral, 180 feet long, with a fine tower in the middle, and a fpire, faid 
to have been taller than any in the kingdom, which fell down in 1 6 1 0 ; there is 
another tower at the weft end of the church, and each of thefe towers is 90 feet 
hio-h. Here is the only choir in the county, confifting of four finging men, fi^ 
boys* and an organift. A very fine free fchool was founded here by Margaret, 
countefs of Richmond, mother to Henry the Seventh, the ftipend of which queen 
Elizabeth augmented, and annexed it to the foundation. This is a populous, 
but poor place, and is chiefly fupported by knitt ing ftockings. 

C U R I O S I T I E S . 

Remarkable In breaking up one of the little artificial mounts called a barrow, or tumulus, 
fubterranean n e a r Winford Eagle, a little to the north-eaft o f L i m e , not many years ago, there 
heat» w a s difcovered a cavity like an oven, regularly formed and coated on all fides 

with clay ; in the middle of it was an urn filled with very firm bones, and under 
the bones'a great quantity of black afhes; the cavity, when firft opened, is af-
firmed to have been hot enough to bake bread. T h a t it was hot in this degree, 
can fcarce be believed, but a very confiderable heat is often produced in fubter-
raneous places, either by fermentation or mineral fumes, as the teftimony o f 
miners has abundantly proved. In digging further in the fame tumulus, fixteen 
more urns were found, though not in cavities, with bones and black allies in 
them, like the firft. 

Cfeeflll Bank Cheffil Bank is a continuation of Portland Iiland, reaching north-weft to A b -
1 n botfbury, near feven miles, and running parallel to the ihore, between which 

and the bank there is an inlet of water which forms a lake, and which, in fome 
places, is half a mile over-, in the broadeft part of it there is a fwannery, where 
there are not lefs than feven or eight thoufand fwans. 

Luxford A m o n g the curiofities of this county muft be reckoned the rifing and falling 
Lake. 0 f t h e water in Luxford L a k e , by Pool, which is faid to ebb and flow four times 

every twenty-four hours. 

Extraordina- A t Hermitage, a village about feven miles fouth of Sherborn, there is a chafm 
ry effefts of the earthy whence a large plat of ground, with trees and hedges upon it, was 
an earth- * f C d 
luafce. 
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removed intire to the diilance of forty rods, by an earthquake, , which-, happened 
on the thirteenth of January 1585. 

W e have alfo an account that on the twentieth of June 1653, a ihower o f A ihower of 

blood fell at Pool from a black cloud, and tinged die herbage with red, and that blood, 

in confirmation of the fa£t, a great number ot the leaves fo tinged, were fent to 
London for the infpedion of the curious of that time. 

A t Dorchefter a fire broke out on the fixth of Auguft 1613, which confumedGreat fires* 
300 houfes, with the two churches of Trinity and A l l Saints. T h e damage 
was computed at 200,000!. but no life was loft. 

In the reign of queen Elizabeth a fire broke out at Blandford which deilroyed 
the whole town; and on the fourth of June 1731, it was again burnt, 6co 
houfes with the church and other public buildings being deilroyed, befides a vil-
lage beyond the bridge, in which only twenty-fix houfes were left Handing. 
T h e progrefs of this fire was fo rapid, and the conilernation of the people fo 
great, that moil of their goods and merchandize was deilroyed with the houfes : 
it happened alfo that the fmall pox raged at this time in the place, with great 
violence, fo that many of the fick, who were taken out of bed to efcape the 
flames, periihed in the fields. 

A t Melpaih, a village near Bemiiler, lived Sir Thomas More, who being Extraordinary 

fheriff of Dorfetihire in the year 1533., ordered all prifon doors in the county to frolic, 
be thrown open in a frolic, and the malefa&ors to be fet at liberty; but after-
wards reflecting upon the folly and danger of what he had done, he applied in a 
very penitent manner to Sir Thomas Powlet, who was then lord treafurer to 
Henry the Eighth, to intercede with the king in his behalf Powlet coniented,. 
and one of Mare's daughters, who were coheireifes of his fortune, which was 
very great, foon after married Powlet's fecond fon; and this is faid to have bee» 
made the condition of his interceffion. 

A N T I Q U I T I E S , 

Dorfetihire is that diftrid which in the time of the Romans was inhabited by Ancient inks* 
the Durotriges, a name purely Britifh, compounded of Dour, water, and Trig, bitants» 
an inhabitant, and fignifying a people who- dwell by the water or fea fide. T h e y 
were afterwards by the Britons called Dourgweir, a name fynonymous with D u -
rotriges; and laftly, by the Saxons Dopperran. A t the firil fettfcment of the 
Saxons in Britain, this county was part of the Weft Saxon kingdom, and conti-
nued fo till their monarch Egbert, having fubdued the reft of the Heptarchy, 
became king, of that part of the iiland called England. After the monarchy was 
fettled in Egbert, moft of the Saxon princes whoTucceeded him r admiring the 
beauty of this county, refided and were buried in it». 

T h e inhabitants of Portland were formerly reckoned the beft (lingers in E n g -
land, and became as famous among their countrymen as the inhabitants of the 
inlands of Majorca and Minorca, who acquired the name of Baleares3 were among: 
the. ancient Greeks and Romans,. 

Dor-
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Antiquities of Dorcheiler is by Antoninus called Durnovaria, that is, a pajfage over a river j 
Dorcheiler. and by Ptolemy Durnium. . In the time of the Romans it was one of the winter 

ilations of the legions quartered in thefe parts ; and at about a mile diftance from 
this town they had a fummer ftation, now called Maiden Caille. It was then a 
camp, with five trenches, and included near ten acres of ground, In the neigh-
bourhood of this town the Romans had alfo an amphitheatre 140 feet wide, and 
220 long, now called Maumbury, having a terrace on the top, which is ftill ufed 
as a publick walk, and commands a profpeit of the town, and the country 
round it. 

The famous Roman caufeway called Ickening Street, leading from this town, 
to Maiden Caftle, and the foundations of an old Roman wall, which furrounded 
the town, and a ditch, that furrounded the wall, are ftill vifible. 

A great variety of Roman coins have been dug up here at different t imes; 
fome of filver and others of copper, called by the common people king Dora's 
pence; for they have a notion that one king Dorn was the founder of Dorchef-
ter. The Romans had alfo a caftle here, which was demolifhed by the Danes; 
but after the Norman conqueft there was another caftle ereded in the fame fpot, 
of which the barons were governors for a long time. This town was very con-
fiderable before it was ruined by the Danes; and in the time of the Saxons there / 
were two mints in it for the coinage of money. 

Cori-cSu0/ T h e C a f t l e f r 0 m w h i c h 

the town now called Corfe-Caftle, derived its name, 
ai e* fuppofed to have been built by king Edgar, is thought to have been one of the 

ftrongeft in the kingdom. That it was a place of great importance in the time of 
Henry the Third, is manifeft from hiftory for when Simon Montfort took that 
prince prifoner, in the fortyTfecond year of his reign, it was one of the three fort-
reffes which he required to be delivered up to him, and it was afterwards chofen 
by Mortimer for the prifon of king Edward the Second. It was repaired by 
king Henry the Seventh, and afterwards by king Charles the Firft, for whom it 
became a garrifon j but being betrayed to the parliament forces, they plundered 
and demolifhed it. T h e fite of this caftle is near half a mile in circumference, 
and by the ruins, it appears to have been not only a ftrong but magnificent 
building. 

Antiquities of Warham had anciently a ftrong caftle, of which time has left no traces, ex-
Warham. cept that the hill on which it flood is ftill called Caftle Hill. A t this place lived 

a reclufe, called Peter, a hermit, who, with his fon, was hanged, in the reign of 
king John, becaufe he had prophefied that the king fhould be depofed at a cer-
tain time, and offered to fuffer death if his prediction was not accomplifhed ; 
but it does not appear whether he was put to death before the time arrived, or 
after he incurred the penalty to which he fubmitted himfelf. 

Near Shillingfton, a village upon the Stour, not far from Sturmifter, there are 
two hills, one called Hamildon Hill, and the other Hodde Hill 5 Hamildon Hill 
is fortified with a triple rampart, and Hodde Hill with only a fingle one. It is 
certain they were both camps but as they are neither of them mentioned by 
Antoninus in his Itinerary, they can fcarce be fuppofed to have been thrown up 
by the Romans, and therefore are generally thought to be Danifh or Britifh. 

Shaftf-

Ancient 
camps. 
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Shaftibury was built by king Alfred about the year 8 80, as appears from the Antiquities of 

following inlcription upon a ftone,. which Malmibury, the hiftonan, tells us was bhaitIbui7* 
preferred here in his time: 

A N N O DOMINICAE INCARNATIONIS AELFREDYS R E X FECIT 
B A N C VRBEM DCCCLXXX, REGNI SVI VIII. 

It is faid to have been the refidence of one Aquila, a prophet, who foretold 
that the government of Britain, after having been in the hands of the Saxons and 
Normans, would at length return to the ancient Britons,' which prediftion is 
thought to have been accompliihed in the acceffion of king Henry the Seventh, 
and afterwards of the kings of Scotland, to the throne of England. In this town 
was buried king Edward the Martyr, and a ihrine having been ere&ed to him in 
the church, it was fo frequented by the fuperftitious pilgrims of that age, that 
the town loft its old name, and was for fome time called St, Edward's town. 

Wimborn-minfter is called by Antoninus in his Itinerary, Vindogladia, of Antiquities of 
which the firft fyllable is ftill retained-, the fecond fyllable burn, or boujin, is 
the Saxon name for a river, and anfwers to the word gladia, which is derived from m m tC1* 
the Britifh word clediau, a river, fo that the ancient and modern name of this 
town are both expreffive of its fituation between two rivers, the Stour and the 
Allen. In the time of the Romans it was one of the two winter ftations for 
their legions in this county, Dorchefter being the other ; the fummer ftation was 
a hill, called Badbury, two miles diftant from this town. This hill is entrench-
ed with a triple ditch and feveral Roman coins, urns, and fwords have been 
dug up in i t ; and there is a foife-way from this hill to the city of Old Sarum, in 
Wiltihire. In Wimborn the Romans left many relics of their magnificence, for 
which our Saxon anceftors held the place in the higheft veneration. 

King Etheldred, brother of king Alfred, lies buried in the church of this town, 
under a marble tomb, on which is the. effigy of a king crowned, a half length, 
and the following infcription : 

IN HOC L O C O QVIESCIT CORPVS S. E T H E L D R E D I REGIS W E S T 
S A X O N V M , M A R T Y R I S , QVI, A N N O DOMINI D C C C L X X X I I . XXIII. 
APRILIS, PER M A N Y S D A N O R V M P A G A N O R Y M OCCVBVIT. 

There is a foreft in this county, on the borders of Somerfetfhire^ called White Ancient 
Hart Foreft, as it is faid, from a white hart, which was chaced in it by kingcuftom-. 
Henry the Third. The king was fo pleafed with the beauty of this creature, 
that he not only fpared its life,. but ordered that no other perfon ihould kill it. 
It was however fome time afterwards hunted and killed by one Thomas de la 
Linde, with feveral others, whofe names are not mentioned ; but the king was fo 
much incenfed when he heard it, that he laid all their, lands under a pecuniary 
mulct, which to this day is paid yearly into the Exchequer, by the name of 
White Hart filver. 

The lands of Brienfton, a village near Blandford, were held by a tenure, which 
obliged the proprietor, when the. king marched to war againft either Scotland or 
Wales, to furniih a man to walk before him, without any other cloaths than his 

VOL. I. D d f m r c 
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ibirt and drawers, holding in one hand a bow without a firing, and in the other 
an arrow without a feather, It is probable that thefe lands were forfeited to the 
kino- by fame military fault, of which this condition was impofed as a memorial 
when they were reilored,. though tradition and hiitory are both equally filent 
about it. 

E C C L E S I A S T I C A L A N T I Q U I T I E S . . 

A t Sherborn a biihopric was erected by king Ina, about the year 705, and 
continued here till the time of William the Conqueror, who removed the fee to 
Salifbury. Here was an houfe of fecular canons, as early as the biihopric, if 
not earlier; but in the year 998, Wilfin, biihop of this fee, by the confent of 
king Ethelred, changed thefe canons into Beneditline monks, and built an abbey 
for 'them,, the revenues of which were confirmed by pope Eugenius the Third,, 
in the year 1145. The abbey was dedicated to St. Mary, and the revenues of it 
upon the general fuppreifion were rated at 6 8 2 k 14s.. yd. per annum. 

Not far from the church in this place an hofpital was begun, in the fourth, 
year of the reign of Henry the Sixth, by the townfmen, which, eleven years af-
terwards, was incorporated by king Henry the Sixth, by the name of the Mailer 
and Brethren of the Aknfhoufes of St. John the Baptiil, and St. John the 
Evangeliil, and was to confiil of twenty brethren, from whom a mailer was an-
nually to be ele&ed, twelve poor impotent men,, four poor women, and a chap-
lain, to he governed by fuch ordinances as fhould be eilabliihed,. by Robert Ne-
vil, biihop of Salifbury, Sir Humphrey Stafford, knight, Margaret Goghe, John 
Fauntlerov, and John Baret, or any two of them.. 

There is mention of a houfe of friars of the order of St. Auilin, which be-
longed to this town in the feventeenth of Edward the Third > and the hofpital or 
free chapel of St. Thomas, upon the green here, is upon record as early as the 
eighteenth or nineteenth of Richard the Second.. 

A t Winburn, or Wimborn-minfter, before the year 705,, St.. Cuthburga, daugh-
ter to Kenred, king of the Weil Saxons, and filler to king Ina, founded an ab-
bey of Holy Virgins, dedicated to the Virgin Mary. This nunnery being 
deilroyed by the Danes, one of our king Edwards put in fecular canons, fo that 
it became a royal free chapel and collegiate, confifling of a dean, four preben-
daries, three vicars, four deacons, or iecondaries, and five finging men, and a 
fort of choir has been preferved here fince the fuppreifion. The revenues were 
valued at 131 L 14 s. per annum. 

The Saxon king, Ethelbald, in the year 736, gave ten caifates or hides of 
land, to the earl Cyneberth, to found a monaftery at Sturmifler-Newton. 

A nunnery is faid to have been at Warham, In the time of the Saxons, before 
the year 876, when this town was ailaulted and taken by the Danes. In the 
time of Henry the Firft, one or more of the churches in this town, with fome 
lands in the neighbourhood, being given by Robert earl of Leiceiler, to the ab-
bot and convent of Lira, in Normandy, they fent over and fettled here a cell of 
their own Benedi&ine monks, which was dedicated to the Virgin Mary. When 
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the alien priories, during the war with France, were feized by the king, the re-
venues were given to the priory of Montgrace, near Northallerton, in Yorkiliire, 
which continued to receive them feveral years but when the foreign houfes were 
diifolved by king Henry the Fifth, he gave this priory to the Carthufians of 
Shene, near Richmond, in Surry. 

A t Shaftibury king Alfred, about the year 888, ereded and endowed an ab-
bey for Benedidine nuns, which at firft was dedicated to the Virgin M a r y ; l3ut 
after St. Edward the king and martyr was buried in it, it was called by his name. 
A t the general fuppreifion it was valued at 1166I. 8 s. 9 d. per annum. 

T h e priory or hofpital of St. John Baptift, fuper montem de Shaftibury, wras 
in the patronage of the crown, in the fifth year of king Richard the Second. 

King Athelftan, to expiate the murder of his brother Edwin, about the year 
933, built an abbey at Milton. It was dedicated to St. Mary, St. Michael, St». 
Samfon, and St. Branwalader. T h e monks were of the Benedidine order, and 
their revenues rated on the diifolution at 5781. 13 s. 11 d. per annum. 

A t Cerne-Abbey, where the pariih church now ilands, there was anciently an 
hermitage, after which there was a fmall monailery of three Religious, founded 
pretty early in the Saxon times, by a rich man, named Egelward, and dedicated 
to St. Peter ; but Ailmer, earl of Cornwall, in the year 987, erected a noble ab-
bey here for Benedidine monks. It was firft dedicated to St. Mary, St. Peter, 
and St. Benedict, and afterwards to St. Ed wold, or Athelwold. It is faid to have 
been deftroyed by king Canute ; yet at the general diifolution it was endowed 
with 5151. 17 s. 10 d. per annum. 

A t Horton, a village about half way between Cramborn and Wimborn-min-
iler, Ordgar, earl ofDevonihire, before the year 970, founded an abbey, there-
mains of which were, in the year 112 2, annexed by Roger, bifhop of Salifbury, 
to Sherborn, and it became a priory fubordinate to that monailery. 

A t Cramborn one Ayldwardus Snew, about the year 980, built an abbey of 
Black monks, dedicated to St. Bartholomew, to which at firft a priory at Tewkf-
bury, a borough town of Glocefterihire, was f u b j e d ; but in the year 1102, 
Robert Fitz H aim on having much augmented Tewkfbury, both in building and 
revenues, Girald, the abbot of Cramborn, thought fit to remove thither, leaving 
at Cramborn only a prior and two monks; and it continued to the diifolution a 
cell to the abbey of Tewkfbury. 

A t Abbotfbury, Orcius, or Orking, fteward to king Canute, about the year 
1026, inftituted a fociety of fecular canons, who were by him, or by his widow, 
named Tola, in the time of Edward the ConfefTor, changed into a monaftery of 
the Benedidine order, and dedicated to St. Peter. T h e yearly revenues of this 
abbey amounted at the diifolution to 3901. 19s. 2d. 

A t Frampton was a priory of Black monks, fubjed to the abbey of St. Stephen, 
at Caen, in Normandy, to which it was given by William the Conqueror. Dur~ 
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ing the wars between England and France,. this, with other alien priories, was 
feized by the king, and fometimes farmed at 120 marks per annum-, but upon 
the fuppreflion of foreign houfes, it was given to the dean and canons of St. 
Stephens, Weftminfter. 

Stower Provoft, a village fouth-weft of Shaftlbury, upon the river Stour, was 
given by Roger de Bellomont, father to Robert earl of Leiceiler and Mellent, in 
die time of William the Conqueror, to the nunnery of St. Leodegar, or St. Le-
ger de Pratellis, or Preaux, in Normandy, whereupon it became a cell to that 
foreign monaitery. Af ter the fuppreifion of alien priories, king Henry the Sixth,, 
and afterwards king Edward the Fourth, granted this priory to King's College 
in Cambridge. 

A t Lodres, a village not far from Bridport, was an alien priory, fubordinate 
to the abbey of Mountfburgh, in Normandy, to which this manor was given, by 
Benedict or Richard de Redveriis, in the time of Henry the Firft, on which ac-
count the abbat of that foreign monaflery was prebendary in the cathedral church-
of Salifbury, and had a houfe in the Clofe there. King Richard the Second be.-
flowed this cell, being then worth 801. per annum, on the priory of St. Anne, 
near the city of Coventry, in Warwickfhire,. during the war between England 
and France ; but in the firfl year of Henry the Fourth, it was reflored to its ori-
ginal inflitution. After the diifolution of foreign houfes, in the reign of Henry 
the Fifth, Lodres was made part of the endowment of Sion Abbey , in Mid-
dlefex. 

Robert earl of Mellent and Leicefler, In the time o f king Henry the Firfl, 
gave the manor of Spefbury, or Speftefbury, near Blandford, to the monks of St. 
Peter de Pratellis, or Preaux, in Normandy, who placed here fome of their con -
vent, and made it an alien priory ^ but it was afterwards reckoned as part of their 
cell, at Monk Toftes, near Yarmouth, a large borough and fea-port town of 
Norfolk, and as fuch granted to the Carthufians at Witham, not far from Frome-
Sehvood, a market town in Somerfetihire, by king Henry the Fifth. 

A t Bindon, a village fix miles fouthrwell of Warham,. Robert de Novo Burgo, 
and Maud his wife, in the year 1172,, built an abbey of the Ciflertian order, for 
an abbat and nine monks, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, which at the diifolution 
was valued at 147I. 7 s. gd. per annum. 

A t Cameflrum * there was a monaflery of White nuns, dedicated to St. Mary, 
•as early as the time of king Richard the Firfl. 

Richard Poor, bifhop, firft of Chichefter, then of Salifbury, and after of Dur-
ham, being born at Tarrant Kainfton, a village not far north-eaft of Blandford, 
founded an abbey of Ciflertian nuns there, about the year 1230, dedicated to 
the Virgin Mary and Al l Saints, It had a yearly revenue at the diifolution of 
214I. 7 s, 9 d. 

* No place of this name occurs at prefent in this county, for which reafon fome have taken this to be 
the fame with the next monaflery at Tarrant Kainfton, 

Poning-
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Ponington was an alien priory to the abbey of Bee, in Normandy, and feme-

times reckoned as a parcel of their cell, at Okeburn, in Wiltihire. It was given, 
in the twentieth year of k ing Henry the Sixth, to St. Anthony's hofpital, in Lon-
don, and feventh of Edward the Fourth, to Eaton College, for the mainte-
nance of five fcholars, bred in their fchool at Oxford and afterwards, in the fe~ 
venteenth year of the fame king, to the dean and prebendaries of Windfor.. 

Winterborn Abbats, a village near Dorchefter, was an alien priory to the ab-
bey of Cluny, or to the monaftery of that order de Vafto, in - - - - tot 
which this manor, and other eilates hereabouts were given,, before the fifteenth, 
year of the reign of king John. 

A t Mayne, or Fryer Mayne, was a preceptory, belonging to the Knights Hof-
pitalers, and as fuch recited among the lands reftored to them, mpon the new 
foundation of the priory of that order, in the fourth and fifth years of the reign, 
of Philip and Mary. 

A t Eait Holme, upon the river Frome, near Warham, was, before the twen-
tieth year of king Edward the Firft, a cell of a prior and fomc few Cluniac 
monks, fubordinate to the monaftery of Montacute, in Somerfetihire. 

A t Blake more Foreft, near Dorchefter, was formerly a houfe of Friars Here-
mites, who were fettled before the year 1300, in which died Edmund earl of 
Cornwall, who had been a great benefactor, if not the founder of it. But the 
convent feerns to have forfaken this habitation about the year 1460; for after 
that time it is fpoken of as a free chapel, the mafterfhip of which was beftowed on 
feveral priefts, till it was annexed \o Cerae Abbey, in the fifth of Henry the 
Eighth. It was dedicated to the Virgin Mary. 

A t Dorchefter was a houfe of Francifcans, or Friars Minors, founded by John 
Chidiok, before the fourth year of k i n g Edward the Second,. 

T h e hofpital of St. John Baptift, commonly called St. John's Houfe, in this 
town, was founded before the feventeenth year of king Edward the Second, and 
granted the twenty-ninth of Henry the Sixth, to Eaton College,, which grant was 
confirmed the feventh of Edward, the Fourth. 

A t Rufhton, a village lying directly eaft from Blandfcrd, there was an old re» 
licrious houfe, dedicated to St. Leonard, the patronage of which, was granted to* 
the prior and convent of Twinham,. in SufTex,. the feventh. of Edward the Third, 

Over the bridge weft of the town of Bridport, is the chapel of St. John, which, 
probably is the fame with the hofpital o f St. J o h n in this town, valued upon the 
diifolution at 9I. os. 8 d. per annum. Here was alfo a priory, valued upon the 
difloluticn at 61. per annum. 

A t Melcomb, or Weymouth, in the eaft part of the town, was a houfe of Black 
friars, founded by — — Rogers of Brianfton, near. Blandford,. 

M. E Mr-
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M E M B E R S of P A R L I A M E N T for this C O U N T Y , 

This county fends twenty members to parliament, of which two are knights 
of the ihire for the county, and the reft are burgeifes, of which Dorchefter, Pool, 
Lime, Bridport, Shaftibury, Warham, and Corfe-Caftle, fend two each, and the 
united corporation of Weymouth and Melcomb-Regis, four. 
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N A M E . , 

TH I S county takes its name from the city o f Durham, and is fometlmes cal-
led the Biihopric, and fometimes the County Palatine of Durham, having 

formerly been a kind of royalty,, under the jurifdidion of a biihop, fubordinate 
to the crown». 

>. OcZlf. 

B O U N D A R I E S , E X T E N T and S I T U A T I O N . , 

H A. jb jr O A s r z E 

This county Is bounded by Northumberland on, the north, bv the river -Tees* 
which divides it from Yorkihire on the fouth,.. by the German: Ocean on the eaft, 
and by parts of the counties o f Weftmoreland, Cumberland, and Northumber-
land on the weft. It is of a triangular figure,, meafures-thirty-nine miles in length, 
from eaft to weft, thirty-five in breadth,, from north to fouth, and 107 in cir-
cumference , and the city of Durham, which is iituated nearly, in: the middle of 
lts is 262 miles north of London. 
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R I V E R S , 

In this county there are fix teen rivers, the chief of which are the T e e s and the 
Were. T h e Tees rifes on the borders of Cumberland, and running eaft-fouth-
eaft, receives, befides feveral lefs considerable itreams, the Laden, the H u d e , 
the Lune, the Bauder, and the Skern ; then running north-north-eaft, it falls in-
to the German Ocean. T h e W e r e is formed of three fmall itreams, called the 
Kellop, the Wellop, and the Burdop, burns rifing near one another in the weft 
part of this county, and within three miles of the head of the Tees. T h e W e r e 
thus formed, runs eaft ward, and receives the Gaunlefs, and feveral fmaller ftreams, 
and then, by many windings, it directs its courfe north*eaft, and paffing by the 
city of Durham, falls into the German Sea at Sunderland, a coniiderable port 
and market town of this county. 

A I R , S O I L , and N A T U R A L P R O D U C T I O N S . 

T h e air of this county is healthy, and though fharp in the weftern parts, is yet 
mild and pleafant towards the fea, the warm vapours of which mitigate the cold, 
which, in a fituation fo far north, muft be fevere in the winter feaicn. T h e foil 
is alfo different ; the weftern parts are mountainous and barren, the reft o f the 
county is fruitful, and, like the fouthern counties, beautifully diverfified with 
meadows, paftures, cornfields, and woods, i t abounds with inexhauftible mines 
or lead and iron, and particularly coal, called Newcaftle coal, from Newcaftle 
upon Tine, a large borough town in Northumberland, the port where it is fhipped 
to lupply the city of London, and the greateft part of England. T h e rivers abound 
with fiih, particularly falmon, known in London by the name of Newcaftle fal-
mon ; and^ thefe two articles include the whole traffic of the place. T h e coal 
trade or this county is one great nurfery for feamen j and the ports of Durham 
¿upply the royal navy with more men than any other in the kingdom. 

C I V I L and E C C L E S I A S T I C A L D I V I S I O N S . 

This county-is divided not into hundreds, but,- like the county of Cumberland 
wards or wakes, of which it contains four. It has one city and feven market 
° J * lies in the province of Y o r k , is a diocefe of itfelf, and contains fifty- ' 

lihpc J 

lOt 
towns 
two ies„ 

C I T Y and M A R K E T T O W N S . 

c ¿ i n e D l l r h a m ' a n d t h e market towns are Aukland-Bifl iop's, Bernard-
•v.a.ae, Darlington, Hartlepool, Marwood, Stockton, and Sunderland. < 

T h e city of D U R H A M was originally by the Saxony called D u n h o l m e , a word 
compounded of Dun, a bill, and holme, an ijland in a river, and expre l f ivTof 
its fituation upon a hill, almoft furrounded by the river Were. T h e Saxon name 
Dunholme was changed by the Normans imo Durefme, which w L afterwaHs 
corrupted into the prefent name Durham. This city is faid to L e b e e n T f t n 
corporated by king Richard the Firft, and was anciently governed by b a l l s an" 
pointed by the bifhops, and afterwards by an alderman and twelve burgeifes. Queen 

Eliza-
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Elizabeth gave it a mayor, aldermen, and common council ; but it is now go-
verned under a charter procured by biihop Crew of king Charles the Second, by 
twelve aldermen, twelve common council men, a recorder, town clerk, and other 
officers, who can hold a court-leet and court-baron within their city, under the 
ifale of the biihop, for the time being. T h e y keep alfo a court inftituted to regu-
late diforders at fairs, called a pye powder court, from pied,, foot, and poulder* 
duity, becaufe it was held only during the fair, and made its determinations after 
a luminary examination, before the duit was ihaken from the feet of the iuitors. 
T h e fairs pay^ about twenty pounds a-year toll, to the biihop or his leflee. T h e 
biihop of Durham is a temporal prince, being earl of Sadbergh, a fmall town near 
S toe iv ton, which he holds by barony ; he is iheriff paramount o f this county, and 
appoints his deputy, who makes up his audit to him, without accounting to the 
Exchequer. H e is alfo as count palatine, lord of this city, and appoint? all of« 
ficers of juftice, and other inferior magiftrates. 

T h e fituation of this city is fo pleafant and healthy, and the country in which 
it ftands fo plentiful, that it is much frequented by the neighbouring gentry. 
It is furrounded with a fortified wall, and is about one mile long, and one mile 
broad; the form of it is compared to that of a crab, the market place refembling 
the body, and the ftreets the claws. T h e principal building in it is the cathe-
dral, which is dedicated to Chrift and the Virgin Mary. It is a magnificent pile, 
4 1 1 feet long, and eighty broad, with three fpacious ifies, one in the middle* 
and one at each end; that in the middle is 170 feet long, the eaftern ifle is 132 
feet long, and the weftern 100 feet. In the weitern ifle was a chapel of the Virgin 
Mary, called Galilee 5 the outfide of this chapel was adorned with two handfome 
fpires, covered with lead, the towers of which are ft ill ftanding. In the north 
tower there were four large bells, three of which, foon after °the reformation, 
were added to three in the middle tower, but they have been fmce caft into eioht! 
T h e eaftern ifle was formerly called the Nine Altars, becaufe in the front facing 
the church, there were fo many erected, that is, there were four in the north 
part of the ifle, four in the fouth, and one in the middle. T h e middle one, 
which was dedicated to St. Cuthbert, the patron of the church, was the moil 
beautiful, and near it was a rich ihrine of that faint. T h e whole buildino- is 
ftrongly vaulted, and fupported by large pillars. T h e wainfcot of the choir is well, 
wrought, the organ large and good, and the font of marble. There is a handfome 
fere en .at the entrance into the choir, which is one hundred and ieventeen feet long, 
and thirty-three broad. Many of the windows are very curious, particularly the 
middle window, to the eaft, which is called the Catharine W h e e l ; or St. Catharine's 
window; it comprehends all the breadth of the choir, and is compofed of twenty, 
four lights ; in the fouth end of the church was a window called St. Cuthbert's, 
in which was painted the hiitory o f the life and miracles of that faint; on the 
north fide was a third window, on which the hiitory o f Jofeph was painted, and 
which was therefore called Jofeph's window. In the chapel called Galilee, the 
women, who were not allowed to go farther up than a line of marble, by the 
fide of the font, ufed to hear divine fervice, and it then contained fixteen altars, 
for the celebration of the mafs, but it is now ufed for holding the confiftory 
court. ^ T h e chapter-houfe, in which fixteen bifhops are interred, is a ' ilately 
room ieventy-five feet long, and thirty-three broad, with an arched roof of ftone, 
and a beautiful feat at the upper end, for the inftalment of the bifhops, T h e 
decorations of this church are faid to be richer than thole of any other church 
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in England, it having Offered lefs by the alienation of its revenues than any 
other cathedral King Henry the Eighth eftabliihed the prefent endowment of 
this church, for a dean, twelve prebendaries,, twelve minor canons,, a deacon, lub-
deacon, fixteen lay finging men, a fchool mafter, uiher, mafterof the chonf-
ters, a divinity reader, eight almfmen, eighteen fcholars, ten choriiters, two ver-
gers, two porters,, two cooks, two butlers, and two facriftans. 

This cathedral is adorned with a fine cloyiter on the fouth fide,, formerly glaz-
ed with painted glafs on the eaft. fide is the chapter-houfe, the deanery, and a 
building called the Old Library, on the weft fide is the dormitory, and under 
that are the treafury and fong houfej on the north fide is the new library, which 
is a large lightfome building,, begun by dean Sudbury, on the fite of the old 
common refeftory of a convent. Beiides the cathedral there are fix panfli churches, 
three of which ftand in the principal or middle part of the town, and the other 
three in the fuburbs. Thofe in the town are St. Nicholas, or the City Church,, 
which ftands in the market place, St. Ofwald's, commonly called Elvet Church, 
and St. Margaret's, called Crofs-gate Church,, which is a parochial chapel to St. 
Ofwald's. Thofe in the fuburbs are St. Giles's, commonly called Gilly-gate 
Church,, St. Mary's the Great, commonly called North Bailey Church, and St. 
Mary's the Lefs, called South Bailey Church ; St. Mary's the Great is alfo called 
Bow Church,, becaufe before it was rebuilt its fteeple ftood on an arch crofting 
the ftreet. 

South of the cathedral is the college, a. quadrangular pile of building, mclof-
intr afpacious court5 it confifts at prefent of houfes for the prebendaries-, and 
the greateft part of it has been either new built,, or very much improved fince 
the reftoration. Oppofite to the college gate* upon the eaft fide, is the exche-
quer at the. weft end was the gueft-hall, for the entertainment of ftrangers, and 
near it the granary, and other offices of the convent. On the north fide of the 
cathedral is the college fchool, with a houfe for the mafter; and between the 
church-yard and what is called the caftle, or the biihop's palace,, is an area, cal-
led the Palace Green ? to the weft of this is the ftiire hall, where the affizes and 
feffions are held for the county, and near it is a fine library, built by do&or 
Cofin, who was biiliop of this fee in the time of Charles the Second, and the 
exchequer built by doftor Nevil, who was biihop afterwards. In the exchequer 
are the offices belonging to the county palatine court. On the eaft fide of the 
cathedral is an hofpital, built and endowed by biihop Cofin * and there are two-
fchools, one at each end of it, founded by biihop Langley, and new built by 
biihop Cofin. On the north fide of the cathedral is the caftle, which after-
wards became the biihop's palace it was built by William the Conqueror, ^nd 
the outer gate of it is now the county gaol. 

The other public buildings of this city are the tolbooth, by which may be 
underftood the cuftom-houfe, which ftands near St. Nicholas's church ; the crofs* 
and a conduit, both in the market place j. there are alfo two ftone bridges over 
the river Were. 

A U K L A N D B I S H O P ' S was formerly called North Aukland,; to diftingulih it from 
another town called Auk land ; both are fituated in a diftrict of this county cal-
led Auklandihire, from which they derive their name, Aukland is probably a 
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corruption of Oakland, the land of Oaks, this part of the country containing fe-
veral fine forefts, and abounding in oak trees. This town afterwards becoming 
a market town, was called Market Aukland, and it is now called Biihop's A u k -
land, from a palace which belongs to the biihops of this fee, It is fituated near 
the conflux of the rivers Were and Gaunlefs, at the diftance of 184 miles from 
London. It is reckoned one of the beft towns in the county, and has a ftone 
bridge over the Were. The palace was built, or rather improved, by Anthony 
Beck, who was biihop of Durham in the reign of Edward the Firft. In the civil 
war of 1641, it fell into the hands of Sir Arthur Hailerig, baronet, a comman-
der in the parliament army, who pulled moil of it down, and built a new houie 
with the materials. Upon the reftoration it came into the hands of biihop Cofm, 
who pulled down the houfe built by Hailerig, and added a large apartment to 
what remained of the old building. H e alfo erected a chapeMn it, where he 
lies buried, from which time it was called Biihop's Aukland, and founded and 
endowed a hofpital for two married men, and two married women. 

B A R N A R D C A S T L E takes its name from Barnard Baliol, great grandfather to 
John Baliol, king of Scotland, who eredted a caftle here, and built the town. 
It lies on the north fide of the river Tees, at the diftance of 253 miles from Lon-
don, and confifts chiefly of one handfome ftreet, with lanes branching from it. 
In the reign of Edward the Fourth, the duke of Glocefter, afterwards Richard 
the Third, ere&ed a college here for a dean and canons and in the fame reign 
an hofpital was founded for a mailer and three poor women» The manufactures 
of this town are ftockings, bridles, reins, and belts, and it is famous for the 
beft white bread in all the country. 

D A R L I N G T O N is fituated upon the river Skern, at the diftance of 243 miles 
from London. This is one of the four ward towns in the county of Durham* 
and con lifts of feveral ftreets, which, not being paved, are in the winter very 
dirty. It has a fpacious market place, a handfome church, with a tall fpire, and a 
free fchool. It is a poft town, and a great thoroughfare in the road from Ber-
wick to L o n d o n ; and it is one of the moil confiderable places in the north of 
England for the manufacture of linen, particularly that fort called huckabacks, 
ufed for table cloths and napkins, of which great quantities, feme ten quarters 
wide, are fent to London and other places; forne other fine linen cloth is alfo 
made here, and the water of the Skern is fo famous for bleaching, that linen is 
fent from Scotland to this town to be bleached. 

H A R T L E P O O L is diftant from London 236 miles, and ftands on a promonto-
ry, encompaffed on the north, the weft, and the 1011th fides, by the fea. It is 
an ancient corporation, governed by a mayor and aldermen, with other fubordi-
nate officers. It depends chiefly on the Billing trade, and its harbour, which is 
much frequented by colliers paifmg to and from Newcaftle. 

M A R W O O © is fituated upon the river Tees, at the diftance of 255 miles from 
London. It has nothing of note but a flocking manufactory) and a park, which 
reaches from this town to Barnard Caftle. 

S T O C K T O N is fituated on the river Tees, about two miles from its mouth, at 
the diftance of 220 miles from London. It is a corporation town, governed by 
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a mayor and aldermen, and is one of the four ward towns of the county. It is. 
well built, is a place of great refort and bufinefs,. and its trade, and the number 
of its inhabitants are fo much increafed of late, that a church has been ere&ed in 
the place of a little old chapel. T h e river Tees is capable o f bearing ihips of 
o-ood burden- at this place, but the current is frequently dangerous. For the 
management of the port there are a collector of the cuftoms, and other inferior 
officers. Here is a good trade to London for lead, butter, and bacon and there is 
a courfe near the town where there are frequent horfe races. T h e port of Stock-
ton is a member of the port of Newcastle, as appears by a commiffion returned 
Into the Exchequer in the reign of king Charles the Second, and by a report 
made in the third year of king George the Second, of the dimenfions of its three 
lawful quays for ihipping and landing goods. 

S U N D I R T A N ' D " according to fome writers has been thus called from its iituatlon 
at the mouth of the river Were, which, together with the lea, almoft furrounds 
it, renderino- it a peninfula, or a piece of land almoft fundered f rom the continent; 
others, witlT more probability, think the name derived from the Saxon, word 
8ont>ejilant>, which fignifies a particular precinct, with privileges of its own. ^ I t 
is 2 63J miles diftant from London, and is a borough and fea port. ^ H o w it is-
governed does not appear, but it is a populous well built town, and has a very 
fine church. It has a coal trade, from which it derives great wealth and the 
coal of this place is fo remarkable for burning (lowly, that it is faid to make three 
fires. T h e port is fo ihallow, that the ihips are obliged to take in their loading 
in the open road, which is fbmetimes very dangerous to the keelmen or lighter-
men that bring the coals down to, the ihips; the ihips therefore which load here, 
are generally fmaller than thofe in, the neighbouring ports, b u t as they ride in 
the open fea, they are ready to fail as loon as they can-? get in their loading, 
which is a very confiderable advantage, for they have been known to fail, to de-
liver their coals at London, to beat up againil the wind In their return, and to 
get back before the fhips at-Shields, a confiderable port at the mouth of the 
T i n e , which was loaded before them, had been able to get over the bar.. 

C U" R I O S I T I E S; 

Near the confluence of the rivers Tees and Bauder, about midfummer 1689^. 
A flood. there happened, an eruption of water, which, in forcing its paifage from below, 

carried away a quantity of earth that left a chafm of one hundred and fixty yards 
long, eighty yards broad, and fix orfeven deep,, choaked up both the rivers, and 
killed great quantities of fiih. T h e meadows over which the flood paifed, were 
alfo fpoiled for a time, by the mud which it left behind.. 

A t Oxenhall, a hamlet between Darlington and the Tees, are three large deep 
Hell-kettles, p- t s f u i j a f w a t e r , called Hell-kettles, and by the common people thought to^ 

have no. bottom. Some fuppofe thefe pits to. have been funk by an earthquake, 
becaufe from an ancient book entitled- the Chronicle of Tin-mouth, it appears that 
on Chriftmas day, in the year 1179, the earth at this place rofe to a great height-
above the level, in which ftate it continued till the evening, and then finking-
down with a horrid noife, was fwaljowed up, and left a pit full of water, which 
has continued ever fince. T h e people here have an opinion that thefe pits com-
municate with the river Tees , and with each other, by fubterraneous paifagesy 

'in K t c 
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This opinion Mr. Camden feems to have adopted, and as a- proof of the fact, he 
relates, that one Cuthbert Tonftall, a bifhop of Durham, having put a goofe, 
which he marked for the purpofe, into one of thefe wells, found it again in the 
river Tees. This ftory however is not now credited, and by a later account of 
the pits it appears, that the depth of the deepeft is not above thirty yards ; the 
moil probable opinion feems to be that they are old coal pits, rendered ufelefs by 
the riling of water in them, which is always cold, though Mr. Camden fays it is 
hot.^ It is remarkable that the pits are always full to the brim, which is upon 
the^ fame level with the river T e e s ; there feems therefore to be good reafons to 
believe that the water in the pits is fupplied from the river, whether the pallage 
of communication would permit a goofe to go through it or not ; nor does this 
communication make it neceffary that the pits ihould be deeper than they are. 

In the channel of the Were, a little below Branfpeth, a. village near Durham,. Salt fpri 
there are many very large ftones, which are never covered, but when that river 
overflows, and. over which if water is poured, it will in a fhort time become 
brackifh and at Saltwater Haugh, not far diftant, there is a fak fpring in the 
middle of the Were, which is belt perceived in the fummer, when "the water of 
the river is low, then it is feen bubbling up. T h e water of this fpring tinges 
all the ftones near it with a red colour; it is as fait as any brine, and when boil-
ed, it produces, a great quantity of bay fait, though not fo palatable as common 
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Near Branfpeth there is a medicinal fpring ftrongly impregnated with fuiphur, MedicmaP 
and between that fpring and the city of Durham is a mineral water, upon which, fprmgs.' 
Dr. Wilfon wrote a treatife entitled Spadacrene Dunelmenfts. 

Hunwick, a village upon the Were , ibuth-weft of Durham, is remarkable foe 
its wells,, the water of which, though very fweet, is ftrongly impregnated with, 
fuiphur. It is in high repute, and much frequented,.. ' -

Neiham, a village upon the Tees, fouth-eaft of Darlington, and in the road'Reraar 
from London to Durham, is remarkable for a ford over the river, where the bi- cuitom 
iliop, at his firft coming to take poiTeiTion of his fee,, is met by the country gen-
tlemen, and where the lord of the manor of Sockburn, a village fouth-eaft of 
Neiham, upon the fame river, advances into the middle of the ftream, and pre-
fents him with a faulchion, as an emblem of his temporal power, which, he re-
turns to. him, again, and then proceeds on his way., 

Sheales in this, county is of confiderable note for- its fait works,, there being in: Salt 
this.place above 200 pans for boiling the fea water into fait, which are faid to/ " 
require 100,000 chaldrons of coals every year. T h e fait made here fupplies Lon-
don, all the intermediate country, and every place, that is fupplied with that 
commodity by the navigation of the river Thames. 

A woman of Weremouth, called alfo Monk Weremouth, a. village upon the. Sarpriiag 
north bank, at the mouth of the river Were, oppofite to Sunderland,, being." 
fefely delivered of a fine boy, was feven weeks afterwards, on the nineteenth o f 
April. 1744,. taken ill while, ihe was in her. ufual health, and employed .-in her: 
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irs, anc 
likely to live. 

2 i i i o u f e h o l d affairs, and brought to bed of another boy, who was a fine child, and 

A N T I Q U I T I E S . 

. , The biiliopric of Durham was anciently a part of the country inhabited by the 
•Ancient inha- 1 ne Up0n the eftabliihment of the Saxon heptarchy it became a part of 

* M r f Northumberland, and was one of the counties which, being on 
the fouth fide of the Tine, were called Deira, to diihnguiih them from the nor» 
thern divifion of the kingdom of the Northumbers, known by the name of Ber-
nicia Soon after the Saxons were converted to Chnftiamty, this county was 
X e n bv their kings, to St. Cuthbert, biihop of Lindisfern, an ifiand in thecoun-
% <£ No tombedand, now known by the name of Holy Ifiand, and to his fuc~ 
ceifors for ever; the monldih writers therefore called this county the Patrimony 
of St Cuthbert in the fame fenfe as the Romilli ecclefiaftical ftate is to this day 
called the Patrimony of St. Peter. The Danes and Normans confirmed this grant 
of the Saxon kings,7 and added feveral other liberties and privileges to the church 

f St Cuthbert In the reign of William the Conqueror, one Walcher, a na-
i J o f L ^ X being biihop°of Durham, boughtthe earldom of Northumberland 
of the kino- and then aifuming the office of a fecular judge, fat in court, and 

* w i h u n S e d authority determined all caufes at his pleafure T h ^ ^ p o & d 
to have been the origin of the temporal power of the biihops of Durham, and 
upon this purchafe it is fuppofed to have been made a county palatine. 

'The ancient The biihops of Durham , ^ ^ ^ 
Thfcommon 

.county, and V _ e r efufed to march into Scotland in time of war pretend ng that hey 
of its biihop leges, have retulecl m c n bound to do nothing but holy works, that they 

, a s a count were turner* mm, tnat s T - r , , ^ »nd that thev were not to 
.palatine. held t h e . land, to d e f e n d Ae body of St. Cuthbert . ^ ^ ^ ^ 

ferve out ot the confines o ^ « ¿ i l h ^ n ^ rf ^ b i f t o a n d t o o k 
King toward the Firft feized the, P ^ o ^ h o w e v e r t h e f u c c e eding 
away many of the pnvdeges of the fee y e n a f e r k s abridgment by 
biihops recovered, and io great was tne P a_ 
king Edward the Firft, that it " ^ V ^ j ^ S o aut prtfcriptio in con-
ium Dunelmenfem epifcopus habet tntra rf tf/counfy o f D u r -
trfi«m, i. - ' r i e f t h e ^ b e fome conceffion or preopt ion 
' ham, the biihop has withm it, u n l e l c l e r g y m a n to be prefent when 
' to the contrary.' Though the canons tor!« 2 m i ° - h t on thofe occafions 
judgment of blood was given yet t h e ^ ° P ^ h a m m ^ 
fit in court in his purple robes, whence came uic ' 6 

fiold jus dicit e t enfe. 

, , „ , . , . call a parliament, and to create barons 
The biihop of Durham had powe• «• | ^ b t h e r n > t h e a n c i e n t 

to fit in it, of which parliaments, and h a d | i f o p o w e r to raife taxes, and 
rolls of Durham give an account. The V ^ o i n t e d all judges and 
to coin money: the courts were: kept in ^ A f l ^cognizances entered 

j u f t i c e s of the peace and all writs ran 1 to him or in his name, 
upon the b i^op s cloie rolls m his e W j e y, k ; w c r e i n o t h e r coun-
were as valid within this county, as tnUAW ° t j e s . 
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ties | and the biihop had a regifter of writs of as much authority, as that in the. 
king's courts. ^ T h e y who alienated freehold lands without his leave, were oblig-
ed to fue to him for a pardon, which he might grant not only for intrufions and 
trefpafFes, but alfo for felonies, rapes, and other crimes. H e had power to grant 
licences for building chapels, founding chauntries and hofpitals, for making bo-
roughs and corporations ; he alfo granted markets and fairs, created officers by 
patent, either for life or during his pleafure j but thefe grants were valid no longer 
than the life of the biihop Who made them, except they were confirmed by the 
dean and chapter. 

T h e biihop had feveral foreils, chaces, parks, and woods in this county; he 
was lord admiral of the feas and other waters belonging to the palatinate, had his 
vice-admirals, his courts of admiralty, and his officers of beaconage, and com-
miffioners of water paifages ; he direded commiflioners of array a great part of 
the lands in the palatinate belonged to him, and was held of the fee in capite ; 
to him belonged all moors and waftes, and he had copyhold and hallmot courts, 
and the tenure of the lands is much the fame to this d a y : the lands, goods, and 
chatties of fuch as were convided of treafon, fell to the biihop, and he ftill claims 
all forfeitures upon outlawries and felonies. Such were the privileges of the 
biihops of Durham, when they were abridged by a ftatute of the twenty-feventh 
year of the reign of king Henry the Eighth, which in e f fed ftripped them of 
their palatine power, particularly that of granting pardons, creating judges, and 
making out judicial writs and indidments but the biihops and their temporal • 
chancellors were itill permitted to a d as juftices of the peace» 

In the reign of king Edward the Sixth, this biihopric was diffolved, and the 
parliament gave all its revenues and immunities to the crown ; but queen Mary 
repealed this a d , and reftored the fee to the ftate in which king Henry the 
Eighth left it. 

A s this county was a kind of principality, diftind from the reft of the king-
dom, it never fent reprefentatives to parliament till the reign of king Charles the 
Second. 

T h e city of Durham owes its origin to the monks of Lindisfern, a monaftery 
in a fmall iiland fouth-eaft of Berwick upon Tweed, a borough town of Northum- th* 
berland, who being with Eardulfus, their biihop, driven from their habitation Durham, 

by the Danes, retired firft to Chefter in the Street a fmall town north of Dur-
ham, about the year 883, carrying with them the relicks of their biihop, S t . . 
Cuthbert; having continued there 113 years, they removed to this place abouti. 
the year 995, and depofited their relicks under a fmall oratory, which they built, 
of fticks and twigs, wattled together : this oratory, A i d win, the biihop, who then. 
transferred the epifcopal fee from Chefter in the Street to Durham, afterwards 
improved into a cathedral. This cathedral William de Careleph, who was biihop 
of Durham about the year 1083, pulled down, and began a more ftately churchy 
which was finiihed by his fucceftbrs. In a chapel, dedicated to St.. Mary,, at the 
weft end of this cathedral, ftahds the tomb of Venerable Bede, a monk, and an 
ancient Britifh hiftorian, and over it hangs an old parchment fcroll, enumerating 
Ms virtues, where, among other encomiums it is faid, that he was omni major, & 
mgelus in orbis angulo and it concludes with hac funt in fojfa Bed<e Venerabilis ojfa. 
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In this cathedral are ftill preferved many old records of Scotland, the kings o f 
that country having been very great benefactors to it. 

Near this city may ftill be feen the remains of a Roman military way, which by 
fbme writers is fuppofed to be part of the caufeway called Ikenild Street, reach-
ing from the mouth of the river Tine, to St. Davids in Wales. 

Antiquities of Chefter in the Street, a fmall town near Durham, in the way to Berwick, was 
Chefter in the called by the Saxons Eonceptej i , and is therefore fuppofed by Mr. Camden to 
S t r e e t , have been the Roman Condercum, a ftation, ad lineam valli., where the Notitia 

tells us the fir ft wing of the Aftures kept garrifon; others think the Condercum 
muft have been nearer to the Picts Wall , and therefore fuppofe it to have been 
Sunderland. 

In the year 1057, Egelric, then biihop of Durham, laid the foundation of a 
church here, in memory of the refidence of his fucceffors, the monks of Lindis-
fern and their biihop, in this place; and while the work was carrying on, he d u g 
up fo large a fum of money, fuppofed to have been buried by the Romans, that 
thinking himfelf fufficiently enriched, he refigned his biihopric, and retired to a 
rnonaftery at Peterborough, a city in the county of Northampton, where he had 
formerly been abbot, the buildings of which he very much improved and en-
larged. H e conftructed feveral other publick works of great expence, particu-
larly a caufeway from Deeping to Spalding, which are two market towns in L in-
colnihire, over a marfny country, with feveral bridges in proper places. This 
caufeway is ftill called Egelric Road, 

»©man and- Lanchefter, a town ftanding north-weft of Durham, upon the Roman high-
fuities. way called Watling Street, is fuppofed by Mr. Camden to be the Roman Longo-

vicum, feveral infcriptions having been dug up here which favour that opinion, 
and it appearing by many ruins, to have been fortified with a ftrong thick wall, 
and adorned with temples, palaces, and other publick buildings. 

Binchefter, a town upon the river Were, fouth-weft of the city of Durham, is 
fuppofed to have been the Vinovium of Antoninus, and the Binovdum of Ptolemy. 
Here are ftill vifible the ruins of walls and c a f t l e s a variety of feals, urns, and 
other antiquities have been dug up in this place, particularly feme Roman coins, 
called Binchefter pennies j and two altars, one of them infcribed D E A B , M A -
T R I B . Q . L G - - - C L . Q V I N T I A N V S - - - COS. V. S. L . M . and the other 
~ - - T R I E . C O H O R I . C A R T O V - - - M A R T I V I C T O R I G E N I O 
L O C I E T B O N O E V E N T VI j the infcription being imperfed. 

A t Winfton, a village upon the Tees, about four miles eaft from Bernard-
C a f t l e , are feen the- remains of a Roman highway, which may be traced from 
Binchefter to Cattarick, a village near Richmond, a confiderable borough town 
of Yoikfliire, 

Per feb ridge, or Prefbrigg, a village upon the Tees, weft of Darlington, is fup-
pofed by Dr. Gibfon to have been originally called Prieft-bridge, either from two 
neighbouring priefts, who built a bridge of ftone over the river here, inftead of 
¡a wooden bridge which they found there or from fome priefts, who were 

8 appointed 

A Roman 
caufeway. 
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appointed to officiate in a chapel, the ruins of which are ftiil to be feen, near the 
bridge. A Roman altar, with a fair infcription, was dug up here not long ago, 
and lèverai urns, coins,, and other antiquities, have been found in this neighbour-
hood.. it is'generally believed that the Roman highway from Cattarick to Bin-
chefter, enters the county of Durham at this town. 

s Near Whitborn-Leiard, a fmall town upon the banks of the river Tine, near 
its mouth, a great number of copper coins were dug up fome years ago, moft of 
them of Conftantine, with the fun on the reverie, and the words S O L I INVIC-
T O C O M I T I . T w o were of the emperor Licinius, two of Maximianus, and 
one of Maxentius, having a triumphal arch on the reverfe, and the words C O N -
S E R V A T O R ! URBIS. 

Ebchefter, a town lying north-weft of Chefter in the Street, upon a fmall river 
called the Darwent, which runs into the Tine, derives its name from Ebba, a 
Saxon faint, the daughter of Ethelfrid, king of Northumberland, who lived 
here about the year 630. Here were difcovered? not many years ago, the traces 
of a Roman ftation, about 200 yards fquare, with large fuburbs, where a variety 
of ancient remains have been dug up, among which was an altar and an urn, with 
a little cup in it. 

Gatelhead, lying on the fouth fide of the Tine, is as it were the fuburb of 
Newcaftle, in Northumberland, from which it is divided by the river only, and 
over that there is a ftately ftone bridge, with an iron gate in the middle of it, 
having the arms of the biftiopric of Durham upon the eaft, and thofe of New-
caftle upon the weft fide, and ferving as the boundary between the county of Dur-
ham and that of Northumberland. This town, in time of the Romans, was cal-
led Gabrofentum, a name derived from two Britifh words, Gaffr, a .goal, and Pen, 
a bead it he Saxons alfo called it Gaetrphevefc, and the ancient hiftorians Caprœ 
Caput, i. e. Goafs head, a name which Mr. Camden fuppofes it to have derived 
from fome neighbouring inn, known by the fign of a goat's head. When king-
Edward the Sixth fuppreffed the bifhopric of Durham, he annexed this place to 
the town of Newcaftle ; but queen Mary foon after reftored it to the church. I t 
is thought to have been built before Newcaftle, which yet is very ancient, and to 
have been a frontier garrifon againft the Scots and Picb. In the time of the Ro-
mans it was defended by the fécond cohort of the Thraces. 

Jarro, Yarro, or Girwy, a village near the mouth of the Tine, is remarkable A m i q v t e s o f 

for having been the birth-place of Venerable Bede. In this place he alfo died, Jarro. ' $ " 
and was buried, in the year 73 4, and his body continued here till it was removed J 

to Durham. 

The church of this town was founded by king Egfrid, as appears by the fol-
lowing infcription on the church wall : D E D I C A T I O B A S I L I C A E SCI P A V L I 
VIII K L . M A I A N N O X V I E C F R I D I R E G . C E O L F R I D I ABB. EIVS-
D E M Q j E C C L E S . D O A V C T O R E C O N D I T O R I S A N N O IIII. but the 
X V I . in this infcription fhould be X V . becaufe king Egfrid reigned no more 
than fifteen years. 

Vol. I. F f A t 



2 I g d U R H r& M,. 

Roman ami- A t Sheales, in this county, was dug up fome years ago,_ a large Roman altar, 
quicks. of an intire coarfe rag ftone, four feet high : the front of it had an inlcnption, 

which by what remains of it, we have reafon to believe ihould be read thus : 
D I S D E A B V S Q - , M A T R I B V S P R O S A L V T E M . A V R E L I I A N T O N I N I 
A V G V S T I I M P E R A T O R I S - - V O T V M S O L V I T L V B E N S M E R I T O 
O B R E D I T V M . On the backfide of this altar was engraved in bas relievo, a 
flower-pot on one fide was a cutting knife, and the ax, ufed in facrifice, in bas 
relievo; and on the other fide was an ewer and a ladle. It is fuppofed that this 
altar was erefted upon Caracalla's return from his expedition againft the Scots. 

T h e rivers Tees and Were, in this county, are without doubt the Ts<*<ns and 
Yedra of Pcolomey; the river Were is alfo the fame that Bede calls Wirus. 

Ancient Raby-Caftle, north-eaft of Bernard-Caftle, is an ancient building, ere&ed by 
catties. the family of N e v i l ; and Norham Caftle, near Berwick, upon the river T w e e d , 

belongs to this county, having been built by R a l p h , bifhop of Durham, on a 
fteep rock that he moated round, for the fecurity o f this part of his diocefe againft 
the incuriions of the Scots mofs-troopers. 

E C C L E S I A S T I C A L A N T I Q ^ U I T I E S. 

A t or near Hartlepool was an ancient monaftery, called Heorthu, founded upon 
the fir ft converfion of the Northumbrians to Chriltianity, about_ the year 640, as 
fome fuppofe by a religious woman, named H i e u or, according to others, by 
St. Bega. A t this place was alfo a houfe of Grey friars, founded, before the year 
1275, but by whom, or what its revenues were at the diifolution, we are not 
told. 

A t Gateihead there was a monaftery, of which nothing more is known than 
that Uttan was abbat of it before the year 653. 

In the reign of k ing Henry the Third here was alfo an hofpital dedicated to 
the H o l y Trinity, for a chaplain and three poor men. Here alio was an hofpital 
for four chaplains, founded by Nicholas de Farneham, biihop of Durham, about 
the year 1247, anc* dedicated to St. Edmund, the biihop. It was granted, with 
all the lands belonging to it, in the twenty-feventh year of the reign of k ing 
Henrv the Sixth, to the priorefs and nuns of St. Bartholomew, in Newcaftle, and 
was valued upon the diifolution at 5I. 9 s. 4 d . per annum. 

A t Ebchefter, St. E b b a built a monaftery, before the year 660, which was af-
terwards deftroyed by the Danes. 

W e re mouth, called alf? M o n k Weremouth, a town fituated on the north 
bank, at the mouth of the W e r e , oppofite to Sunderland, was given by king 
Egfrid to abbat Benedid Bifcopius, who founded a monaftery here, and dedicat-
ed it to St. Peter, It futiered in the Danifh wars, and was burnt down in an in-
road made by Malcolm, king of Scotland, in the year 1070 j it was afterwards 
beo-un to be rebuilt by Walcher, biihop of D u r h a m , but his fucceifor, Will iam 
dc Carilepho, about the year 3083, removed m o i l of the monks to Durham, to 

* which 
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which Weremouth became a cell for three or four Benedinne monks. It was 
valued upon the dilfolution at 251. 8 s. 4d. per annum. 

A t Tarro, a monaftery was founded by king Egfrid, about the year 684. It 
was dedicated to St. Paul, and appropriated to monks of the fame order, under 
the fame abbat as that of Weremouth ; like that alfo, it became at lait a cell to 
Durham. It was valued on the diifolution at 38 L 14s. 4 à> P r a m u m > A t t h l s 

houfe Venerable Bede received his education. 

In the year 1286, Anthony Beck, who was then biihop of Durham, made the 
church, which had been left at Chefter in the Street by the m o n k s of Lindi 1-
fern, when they removed to Durham, collegiate, confifting or a dean, feven 
prebendaries, five chaplains, three deacons, and o t h e r mimfters. T h e vicarage 
and prebends of this church were valued upon the diifolution at 771. 12 s. 8d. 

per annum. 

A t Durham there was a provoil and fecular canons fettled in the cathedral foon 
after it was built, by Aldwin -, but thefe being expelled by Whop William de 
Carilepho, with the confent of the pope and king, a pnor and convent of Bene-
dictine monks were placed in their itead, who continued till the general diflolu-
tion, when the biihopric was valued in the tvhole at 3138 . 9 s - ^d per annum 
and 28211. i s . 5 d . clear, and the revenues of the church at 1366I. 10s. 9 d * 

per annum. 

A t Kepeyre, a village near Durham, biihop Randal built an hoipital, dedicat-
ed to St. Giles, f o r a mailer and brethren, which by the bounty of H u g h I u -
taceo, Pufar, or Pudfey, a fucceeding biihop of Durham, and other benefactors,, 
was fo well endowed, as upon the diifolution to be rated at the yearly revenues 
of"1861. os . i o d . in the whole, and 167 1. 2s. n d . clean 

A t Fínchale, a village near Durham, there was an hermitage, which biihop 
Randal gave before the year 1128, to the monks of Durham, by wiiofe confent. 
the holy man Godric, afterwards canonized, enjoyed the fame many years, and 
devoted the place particularly to the fervice of St. John Baptiit Upon ^ 
death, in the year'1170, fome monks of Durham retired hither, and had an al-
lowance made them towards their fupport, by Hugh, biihop of Durham m the 
time of Henry the Second. Henry de Putaceo, ion to biihop H u g h , about the-
year 1196, having very much increafed the revenues, a prior and monks of the-
Benedidtine order, fubordinate to Durham, were fettled here.. A t the aiflohmore 
this houfe confiiled of a prior and eight monks, whole yearly revenues were va-
lued at 1221. 15s. 3d. 

A t Sherburn, a village near Durham, there was an hofpital for lepers, found-
ed by biihop Hugh, and dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen. The yearly revenues, 
of this houfe at the diifolution, amounted to 135I. 7 s. clear; it then maintained 
fixty-five lepers, befides a mailer and ieveral priefts. It is ibll 111 being,, and the 
mafterfnip is in the gift of the biihop of Durham. 
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A t Darlington was a collegiate church of a dean and three prebendaries, found-

ed by the lame biiliop H u g h , and dedicated to St. Cuthbert. It was valued at 
the diifoiution at 511. 8 s. 4.6.. clear, per annum. 

A t Ba&anesford, a village of this name faid to have been formerly in this coun-
ty , was a monaftery of Black canons from Giiborn, a market town of Yorkihire, 
begun by Henry, fon to biihop H u g h , but the monks of Durham oppofed it fo 
much, that after his father's deceafe he defifted, and gave what he d e f i n e d for 
this houfe to the eftablifhing a cell at Finchale, in the year 1196. 

A t Norton, a village fomewhat to the north-weft of Stockton, was an ancient 
collegiate church, dedicated to St. Mary, confifting of eight prebendaries or por~ 
tionifts, before the year 1227, and then in the patronage of the biihop of Dur-
ham. It was valued upon the diifoiution at 34 1. 13 s. 4 d . a year. 

A t Gretham, a village about half way between Hartlepool and Stockton, R o -
bert de Stichill, biihop of Durham, in the year 1262 built and endowed an hof-
pital for a mafter and brethren, dedicated to St. Mary and St. Cuthbert. Its 
yearly revenues were valued upon the diifoiution at 971. 6s. 3 d . clear. It is 
ilill in being, and the mafterihip of it in the gift of the biihop o f Durham. 

A t Lanchefter was a collegiate church for a dean and feven prebendaries, 
founded by Anthony Beck, biihop of Durham, in the year 1283, and valued 
upon the diifoiution at 491. 3 s. 4 d . per annum. 

T h e church or chapel of St. Andrew, at Biihop's Aukland, was made colle-
giate, and well endowed, by Anthony Beck, biihop of Durham. A t the diifo-
iution it had a dean and eleven prebendaries. T h e deanry was rated at 
100I. 7s . 2d . per annum, and the eleven prebends at 791. 16s . 8 d. 

T h e provincial of the Friars Heremites, obtained leave of archbiihop Nevil , in 
a vacancy of the biihopric of Durham, to build a friery and chapel, upon ground 
given by Thomas Beauchamp, earl of Warwick, in his lordfhip of Caftle-Barnard 
an the panih of Gaynford j but whether or no this friery was built, does not appear. 

Richard duke of Glocefter, afterwards king Richard the Third, obtained licence 
from king Edward the Fourth, in the feventeenth year of his reign, to found a 
college m the caftle here, for a dean and twelve fecular priefts, ten clerks and 
fix chonfters, dedicated to Jefus Chrift, the Virgin Mary, St. Margaret, and 
St. Nmian, and to purchafe lands noi exceeding the yearly value of 400 marks j 
but what was done in confequence of the grant does not appear, 

Here was an hofpitd of St. John, valued upon the diifoiution at 5 1 . os. 4 d . 
per annum, clear; and it is yet in being, and the gift of the mafterihip is in the 
lord chancellor of Great Britain, ' * r 

A t Staindrop, a fmall town, five or fix miles north-eaft of Barnard-Caftle, 
£,a]ph Nevil , earl of Weftmoreland, in the time of Henry the Fourth, founded 



D u R H A M. 
a college for a mailer or warden, fix prieits, fix clerks, fix decayed gentlemen, 
fix poor officers, and other poor men, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and en-
dowed at the diifolution with the yearly revenues of 170I. 4 s. 6 d. in the whole, 
and 12 61. 5 s. 10 d. clear. 

M E M B E R S of P A R L I A M E N T for this C O U N T Y , 

This county fends four members to parliament: two knights of the ihire for 
the county, and two citizens for the city of Durham, 

C A 

S S S E X , 









N A M E , 

TH E name Eflex is a contraaion of the ancient Saxon names Gajr-fceaxa 
and Gaj-r-tJex-j-cijie, which were derived to this county from its eajìern fi-

tuation, and which the Normans changed into Exjfefa. 

B O U N D A R I E S , E X T E N T and S I T U A T I O N / 

This county is bounded by Suffolk and Cambridgeshire on the north, by thè 
German ocean on the e aft, by the river Thames, which ieparates it from the coun-
ty of Kent on the fouth, and by the counties of Middlefex and Hertford on the 
weft« It meafures 47 miles from eaft to weft, 43 miles from north to fouth, and 
150 miles in circumference », and Chelmsford, a confiderable market town, near-
ly in the middle of the county, is fituated 28 miles norch-eaft from London. 
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e s s e x 

R I V E R S . 

The principal rivers in this county are the Stour, the Lea, the Coin, the Black-
water, and the Chelmer. The Stour rifes in the north-weft part of Effex, and 
running fouth-eaft, feparates it from Suffolk, and falls into the German Ocean at 
Harwich, a borough town of this county. The Lea, rifing in the north weft 
of the county, runs almoft dire&ly fouth, and feparating Effex from the counties 
of Hertford and Middiefex, falls into the river Thames at Biackwall, a village 
on the eaft fide of London. The Coin rifes alfo in the north-weft part of Effex, 
and running fouth-eaft to Hal feed, a confiderable market town, runs parallel to 
the river Stour, and paffes by Colchefter, a large borough town, where, forming 
an angle, it runs fouth-fouth-eaft, and falls into the German Ocean about feven 
or eight miles fouth-eaft from that town. The Blackwafer rifes likewife in the 
north-weft part of EiTex, and running fouth-eaft, paffes by Braintry, a market 
town, and falls into the Chelmer at Maldon, a borough town of this county. 
The Chelmer rifes within two or three miles of the fource of the river Black water, 
and running nearly parallel to it, paffes to Chelmsford, where, forming an ano-le] 
it runs directly eaft, and receiving the Black water, falls into the German ocean 
near Maldon, 

A I R. 

The air of this county in general is unhealthy, efpecially to ftrangers. Some 
parts of it, particularly the hundreds of Rochford and Dengy, border upon the fea and 
the Thames, and are a rotten oozy foil the country is befides full of marihes and 
fens, which produce noifome and pernicious vapours, and fubjed the inhabitants 
to agues and fuch other diforders as ufually rife from a moift and putrid atmof-
phere. But great part of the weftern and northern divifions of the county is as 
healthy as any other diftrict in the iiland. 

S O I L , and N A T U R A L P R O D U C T I O N S . 

It is obferved of this county that the foil is generally beft where the air Is 
w o r i h for the fenny hundreds that border upon the fea and the Thames, abound 
with rich paftures and corn lands ; but in moil of the inland parts the foil is 
chiefly gravel and fend, and fit neither for corn or grais. T h e northern parts 
of this county are remarkable for the production o f faffron ; and in feme of thefe 
parts the foil is fo rich, that after three crops of faffron, it will yield good barley 
for twenty years together, without dunging. Other parts of Effex yield hops in 
great abundance ; in general it has plenty of wood j and no county in England 
is oetter ftored with provifions of every kind. ° 

1 I i ; forniihes the markets of London with corn, rat oxen, and iheep. There is 
always a good breed of ferviceable horfes in the marihes of this county and 
great plenty of all forts of fea and river fifh, but efpecially oyfters. It abounds 
with wild fowl, and by the fea fide the inhabitants have decoys for ducks, that 
in the winter feafon are generally of great emolument to the owners. 

M A N U -
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M A N U F A C T U R E S and T R A D E » 

The principal manufa&ures of this county are cloths and fluffs, but particu-
larly baize and fays, of which, not half a century ago, fuch quantities were ex-
ported to Spain and the Spanifh colonies in America, to cloath the nuns and friars, 
that there has often been a return from London of 3 0 , 0 0 0 L a-week in ready 
money, to Colchefter only, and a few fmall towns round it. 

C I V I L and E C C L E S I A S T I C A L D I V I S I O N S . 

This county is divided into twenty hundreds, and contains twenty-four market 
towns, but no city. It lies in the province of Canterbury and diocefe of Lon-
don, and contains 41 % parifhes. 

M A R K E T T O W N S . 

The market towns are Barking, Billericay, Braintry, Burntwood, Chelmsford, 
Chipping-Ongar, Coggefhall, Colchefter, Dunmow, Epping, Grays-Thurrock, 
Halfted, Harwich, Hatfield-Broadoak, Ingerftone, Maldon, Manningtree, Ray-
leigh, Rochford, Rumford, Thaxted, V/alden, Waltham-Abbey, and Witham. 

B A R K I N G is fo called from a ftream of the fame name, upon which it is fitu-
ated. It is diftant ten miles from London, and ftands upon a creek where the 
Barking falls into another ftream called the Roding, about two miles beyond 
their confluence with the Thames. The town is large and chiefly inhabited by 
fiihermen, whofe boats, called fmacks, lie at the mouth of the creek, in the 
Thames, from whence their fifh is fent up in boats to Billingfgate, the great fifh-
market at London. The town is included in one parifh, which is large, and has 
been much improved by lands, which the rivers Thames, Barking, and Roding 
have left dry : the fmall tithes are computed at above 6001. a-year. It has a 
church and two chapels of eafe, one at Ilford, a fmall neighbouring village, and 
the other on the fide of Epping-Foreft, 

B I L L E R I C A Y is diftant from London 2 3 miles. It is only a chapelry to a parifh 
called Great Burfted, and has nothing worthy of note. 

B R A I N T R Y , or B R AT N T R E E , diftant 42 miles from London, is a large town,; 
with feme good houies, lately built. It abounds with diffenters, and one of their 
community, Henry Smith, ciq, left 2 Boo L to be laid out in land for the relief 
of the poor of this and feme neighbouring parifhes. Here is a charity fchool, and 
this town was, not many years ago, famous for a great manufacture of baize 
and fays. 

B U R N T W O O D , or B R E N T W O O D , diftant from London 17 miles, is only a ham-
let to, or divifion of a parifh called Southwold cum Brent. . It ftafids on a hill 
in the road to Harwich, has good inns, and is a populous place : the county af~ 
fizes have been frequently held here, and there are often horfe races on a neigh-
bouring plain, „called Fai flow-wood .Common, 
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C H E L M S F O R D derives its name from its fituation in a beautiful plain on the 

river Chelmer* near its confluence with a fmall ftream called the Cann, in the 
London road to the city of Norwich, the borough of Yarmouth, and other places 
in Norfolk. It has a bridge over the Chelmer, and probably in this place was 
the ford. It is a large and populous town, being a great thoroughfare, and near 
the center of the county, for which reafon it is generally chofen for the general 
quarter feffions, the petty feilions, and county courts, the meetings of the com-
miffioners of the land and window taxes, and the elections for knights of the 
{hire. Chelmsford has one church, which appears to have been rebuilt almoft 
four hundred years ago ; it has alfo a free fchool, founded and liberally endowed 
by king Edward the Sixth, and a charity fchool for 45 boys and 25 girls, who 
are taught, cloathed,, and put out apprentices by private donations. T h e ' c h i e f 
fupport of this place is the bufinefs of the county, and the numerous carriages 
and droves of cattle, and vail quantities of provifions and manufactures that are 
conftantly going through this place to London. 

C H I P P I N G - O N G A R * 20 miles difvant from London, has two charity fchools, one 
for 26 boys5 and the other for 12 girls. 

C O G G E S H A L L , or C O X A L L , . is by fome thought to have derived its name from 
a Roman called Coccillus, who was buried here. It is fituated on the river Black-
water, at the diftance of 47 miles from London. It had once a very coniider-
able manufacture of baize and fays, and a peculiar kind of ftuff called Coggeihali 
whites, faid to be finer than any other woollen cloth. This manufacture, though 
much diminiihed. is ftill confiderable.. 

C O L C H E S T E R derives its name from the river Coin, which waihes the north 
and eaft parts of the town. It is diftant 58 miles, from London, and governed 
by a mayor, a high iteward, a recorder, or his deputy, eleven aldermen, a cham-
berlain, a town clerk, eighteen affiftants, and eighteen common council men. It 
was laft incorporated by king William the Third,, and is a liberty of itfelf, hav-
ing four wards and fixteen pariihes, eight of which are within the walls, and 
eight without.^ It is a populous place,, and the chief town in the county : it is 
about three miles in circumference, pleafantly fituated on the fide of a hill ; the 
ftreets, of which two run from the top of this hill to the bottom, are fpacious5> 

and though not in general remarkably well built,, yet there are a great many 
good houfes in it, befides the guild-hall, adjoining to which is the town gaol,., 
and a hall called Dutch-baize-hall, belonging to- a corporation for the fupport of 
the baize and fay manufactures, both which are fine buildings. Here are ten, 
pariih churches, one Dutch church, and one French church,, and five meeting-
houfes, of which two are for the quakers. It was anciently furrounded by a itrong 
wall, and defended by a caftle, of which the ruins are ftill to be feen. Here is-
a particular corporation for maintaining the poor, confifting of the mayor and. 
aldermen, for the time being, and forty-eight guardians. Here are alio two. 
charity fchools, one for 70 boys, and the other for 50 boys and girls,, a work-
houfe, and two free grammar fchools,, and there are three bridges upon the- river' 
Coin, which was made navigable by a d of parliament for fmall craft, up to a. 
long ftreet next the water fide,, called the. Hith, where there is a key, and for 
iiiips of large burden,, to, a place, called, the Wyvenhoe, within three, miles of the-

t a w % 



E 8 - s E - X, 
•town, where there Is a cuftom-houfe, and a little further towards the fea, the 
water may receive a royal navy. 

This town has the greateft manufacture of babe and fays of any in England j 
it is alfo remarkable for candying eringo roots, but much more for its oyfters : 
they are taken near the mouth of the Coin upon fands called the Spitts, and are 
carried up to the Wyvenhoe, where they are laid in beds or pits on the ihore to 
feed i after they have continued in thefe pits fome time, they are barrelled and 
brought to Colchefter, from whence they are fent in great quantities to London 
and other places. Such fhoah of lprats are caught and confumed by the woollen 
manufacturers here, that the common name for this fifh in Eifex, is the weavers 
beef of Colchefter. 

DUN MOW is called alio Dunmow Magna, or Great Dunmow, to diftinguifh it 
from a village in its neighbourhood, known by the name of Dunmow Parva, of 
Litt le Dunmow. T h e name Dunmow is fuppofed to have been originally formed 
o f two Britifh words, dunum, a gravelly hill, and magus, a town, it having been 
very common in the gradual mutation of our language, to change a into <?, and 
at the end of words g into w. This town is fituated on a hill of gravel, as the 
name imports, and is waihed by the Chelmer. It is diftant 38 miles from L o n -
don, and gives name to its hundred, the bailiff of which is appointed by the 
high iheriff of the county. It is an ancient town, and is governed by twelve 
headboroughs, out of which a bailiff or chief officer is chofen every year. Its 
trade is confined to a manufacture of baize. 

E P P I N G , anciently called Eppinges, is fituated at the diftance of 1 7 miles from 
London, on the fide of a foreft, called from this town Epping Foreit, which is 
a royal chace, and reaches from the town to within five miles of London. This 
foreit . was anciently called the Foreft of Eifex, and afterwards the Foreit of Wal-
tham'. -. T h e market of this town is kept in a hamlet called Epping Street, about 
one' mile and a half from the church. 

G R A Y S T H U R R O C K , or T H U R R O C K M A G N A , is a little obfcure town, about 
19 miles from London, of which no other account is extant. 

H A L S T E D is pleafantly fituated on a hill, upon the bank of the river Coin, 
at the diftance of 45 miles from London. Here however is nothing worthy o f 
any-'particular note. •' . -

• H A R W I C H derives its name from the Saxon word pajie.?j¿ky.aH'dve'n or bay-where 
a'navy may ride, and is fuppofed to have-been fo called fro irna-'fea -fight 'between-
the Saxons and the Danes, in the harbour on which the town .'ftands, .in the year 
884. It is diftant from London 71 miles, and was firft made a borough by king 
Edward the Second. It was afterwards incorporated by k i n g James the Firft, 
and the corporation now confifts of a mayor, chofen annually on the thirtieth o f 
November, eight aldermen, twenty-four capital burgeffes, and a recorder. T h e 
mayor has a power to keep courts of admiralty, which have a jurifdiction over 
all naval affairs. 
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The town is not large, but well built and populous ; it is furrounded by jp, 

wall, and the ftreets are well paved. Between the town and a high hill, called 
Beacon-hill, not far diftant, there is a cliff confifting of a kind of clay, parts of 
which are continually falling down into a petrifying water at the bottom, which 
they imbibe, and being afterwards taken out and dried, they become an impe-
netrable and durable ftone, and of this ftone the walls and pavement of Har-
wich confift. The church, ever fmce the reformation, has been a chapel to the 
mother church, which is at a neighbouring village, called Dover Court-

The harbour is very fafe, and fo fpacious, that a hundred fail of men of war, with 
their tenders, befides three or four hundred fail of colliers, have frequently been 
feen here at the fame time. The mouth of the harbour at high water, is near 
three miles wide, but the channel, by which alone the ihips can come into the 
harbour, is deep and narrow, and lies on the Suffolk fide, fo that all the ihips 
that come in or go out, are commanded by a itrong fort, called Landguard Fort; 
which was built by king James the Firft, on a point of land, fo furrounded by 
the fea at high water, that it looks like an ifland, lying about a mile from the 
fhore. The town was formerly fortified on the land fide, but in the reign of king 
Charles the Firft the fortifications were demolifhed. An ad of parliament has 
fince palled for fortifying this town anew, and ground has been purchafed for 
that purpofe, but little or no progrefs has been made in the work» 

Here is a very good yard for building ihips, with ftore-houfes, cranes,, launches^ 
and other neceifaries. The packet-boats, which carry the mails between England, 
and Holland, are ftationed here; and this is the port to pais to and from Hol-
land and Germany : the inns are very good, but the great concourfe of paffen-
gers made accommodations fo dear, that iloops were fome time fmce fitted up to 
fail directly for Holland and Germany from the Thames ; and the ftage coaches 
that ufed to pafs two or three times a-week, between this place and London,, 
were after this regulation-laid down. 

On Beacon-hill, fouth of the harbour,, and oppofite to the fort, there is a large-
high built light-houfe, whence there is an extenfive view of the coafts of Suffolk; 
and Effex. Beacon-hill is about half a mile diftant from the town, and there is 
a walk to it, which in fine weather is extreamly pleafant. 

There are three iHands fouth-weft- of Harwich,, called Pewet, Horfey and Ho!^ 
mes, which however are feparated from the main land only by the winding of a 
ft ream, and the influx of the fea into that ft ream. Upon thefe i (lands there is found 
a fea fowl, which, when fat, is very delicious food: fouth of thefe iflands there-
are three villages, which are included within a liberty or lordfliip, anciently cab-
led the liberty of the Soke, in which the fheriff of the county has no power, and 
in which no writ can be executed but by the bailiff of the liberty,, nor by him, . 
without the content of the lord. 

H A T F I E L D B R O A D O A K . Hatfield is formed of the Saxon word Hat:,, (i. e.) 
hot, and field, and this place was probably fo called, becaufe it ftands on a hot 
landy fpot: the name Broadoak is borrowed from a large fpreading oak that grew 
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In it, a fecond name being neceffary to diftinguifh it from other Hatfields. _ It is 
aifo called Hatfield-Regis, or King's Hatfield, becaufe it was held by knights 
fervice of the king. It is diftant from London 28 miles. 

I N G E R S T O N E , or I N G A T S T O N E , is diftant 23 miles from London, in the road 
to Harwich. Here is an almihoufe for twenty poor people, with a chaplain to 
read fervice to them every day, founded in the reign of king Henry the Eighth, 
by Sir William Petre, and a church, in which Sir William lies buried, under a 
ftately monument. 

M A L D O N , or M A L D E N , ftands on an eminence, near a bay called Black water-
Bay, formed by the influx of the rivers Chelmer and Black water into the fea3 

It is diftant from London 38 miles, and is a borough and corporation, governed 
by two bailiffs, fix aldermen, eighteen headboroughs, a fteward, a recorder, and 
above four hundred commonalty and burgefies, who have all a vote for its mem-
bers in parliament. T h e town is large and populous,, but confifts chiefly of one 
ftreet, but that ftreet is near a mile long,, and branches out into many lanes. It 
formerly had three parifh churches,,, but now has only two. It, has a large library 
for the ufe of the minifter of the place, and the clergy of the neighbouring 
hundreds, who generally refide here, becaufe the air where their churches 
ftand is much more unwholefome.. 

Here is a grammar fchool and a workhoufe, in which the poor weave fackcloth.-
T h e town has a convenient haven for fhips of about 400 tons, and fome of the 
merchants carry on a confiderable trade in coal, iron, deals, and corn : Blackwater 
Bay is famous for excellent oyfters, called Wallfteets, from a fea wall of earth,, 
which extends five miles along the fhore where they lie. Mr. Camden thinks 
that the Wallfleet oyfters are thofe which Pliny fays ferved the Roman kitchens,, 
and the fame that Aufonius means in the following verfe to Paulinus :: 

Mir a Caledonius nonnunquam detegit ¿eft us.-

M A N N I N G T R E E , or M A I N T R E E , diftant 59 miles from London, is fituated on 
the river Stour, over which it has a bridge. It is a little dirty town, but has a 
good market: the church is a chapel of eafe to a neighbouring village, called 
Miftley.-

R A Y L E I G H is diftant from London 3.5 miles, and is an ancient honour (with, 
a court leet and baron, and many other privileges belonging to it) but greatly 
decayed, many of the buildings being gone to ruin, though one broad handfome 
ftreet is- ftill Handing.. 

R O C H F O R D is diftant 40 miles from London, and fituated on a fmall 
lire am that falls into a river called the Crowch. It gives its name to the 
hundred in which it lies, and has an almihoufe, founded and endowed by lord 
Rich : to the ftatutes of this almihoufe are fubjeft fix other houfes, built by the. 
earl of Warwick, for five men and one woman, who receive each of them three 
{hillings and fixpence a week, a gown at Chriftmas, to the value of a guinea,, 
and two loads of wood annually, out of the earl's woods. 
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R U M F O R D , diftant 1 2 miles from London, is a great thoroughfare between 

that city and Harwich, and moil towns of note in Suffolk and Norfolk. It is 
governed by a bailiff and wardens, who, though not incorporated, are impowered 
by patent to hold a court every, week, for the trial of civil and criminal caufes. 
Here is a charity fchool for fifty boys and twenty girls, and a church, but the 
church is only a chapel to Horn church, a neighbouring village. 

T H A X T E D , anciently called Tachfteda, and fometimes Tailed, ftands upon 
the river Chelmer at the diftance of 42 miles from London, and was incorporat-
ed by Philip and Mary. The corporation confifts of a mayor, bailiff, and com-
monalty ; queen Elizabeth confirmed the charter, and king James the Firft add-
ed feveral privileges, and granted the corporation a recorder. The church is a 
regular and ftately building. 

W A L D E N was anciently called Waleduna, afterwards Walden-Burgh, after that 
Chipping-Walden, and it is now called Saffron-Walden, the neighbouring fields 
being appropriated to the cultivation of faffron. It is fituated on the borders of 
Cambridgeihire, about 42 miles from London ; it was incorporated by king Ed-
ward the Sixth, and governed by twenty-four aldermen, out of whom a princi-
pal officer was annually chofen,' called a treafurer, and two affiftants, who were 
called chamberlains ; but by a charter of king William and queen Mary it has a 
mayor. Here is a good church, an almfhoufe, well endowed, and a free fchool, 
on a royal foundation. The faffron raifed in the fields about this town, is ge-
nerally allowed to be greatly fuperior to any other, though it has not been fo 
much cultivated of late as it was formerly. The plant which yields the faffron 
is of the bulbous kind, and the ufual way of propagating it is by the bulbs, of 
which every year produces a new fucceition. Thefe bulbs are planted out in 
trenches, at about five inches diftance, and feldom fail; they produce only leaves 
the firfl year, but in September or October of the year following they flower ; the 
flower is blue, and in the middle of it are three yellow chives: thefe flowers are 
gathered in the morning before fun rife, and the chives, which are the faffron, 
being picked out, are dried by a gentle fire, and formed into cakes by a very 
careful preffure. At the end of October, when the flowering feafon is over, the 
bulbs are taken out of the ground and hung up in a dry place, and in fpring 
they are put into the ground again. The increafe of this plant is fo wonderful, 
that though the quantity of faffron yielded by a fingle flower is very fmall, yet 
an acre of ground will produce eighty or an hundred pounds weight of wet faff-
ron, which will weigh twenty pounds when it has been dried. The faffron is 
feldom planted more than three years in one piece of ground. 

W A L T H A M - A B B E Y is diftant from London 1 3 miles, and is fituated on the ri-
ver Lea, which, dividing into divers channels, forms feveral fmall iflands, that 
are often overflowed. 

W I T H A M is 3 7 miles from London, and ftands in the great road from London 
to Colchefter, Harwich, and the fartheft parts of Effex and Suffolk. This is a 
pleafant town, neatly built; it has feveral fine inns, and in the neighbourhood 
there are many elegant feats. Many people refort hither in the fummer to drink 
a chalybeat water called the fpaw, and the neighbouring gentry have affemblies 
in the town once a month. 

C U R I-
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C U R I O S I T I E S . 

In the marihy parts of Eifex the farmers are faid to drive a fort of trade in A trade in 
wives, by going into the inland parts of the county to marry, and then bringing wives, 
their wives home into the fens, where they know the change of air fo much for 
the worfe, will in a fhort time difpatch them ; it is even faid that fome have 
boafted of having by this method obtained the pleafant variety of half a fcore 
wives,, and the comfortable enjoyment of fo many fortunes. 

It is however to be hoped, for the honour of human nature, that thefe reports; 
are not true ; for lie that marries a wife with a view to deitroy her, by carry in« 
her into a fen, and the hope of enriching himfelf by fucceffive fortunes, is no^ 
lefs a murderer and a robber, than he who deliberately cuts a throat, that he may 
plunder a houfe; he is indeed guilty of more complicated villainy, as he perpe-
trates it under the maik of affe&ion, and as it can fucceed only againft thofe who 
are fuppofed to have an affection for him, and whom he is under the moil ten-
der and the moil folemn obligation to cheriih and pro t e d . 

A t Dagenham, a village near Barking, the river Thames broke in fome time An inunda-
ago, and overflowed a trad: of near 5000 acres of land, fince called Dagenham tion. 
Breach * but after ten years inundation, and feveral fruitlefs attempts to drain the 
land, and reduce the water to its former channel, it was at length happily ef-
fected by captain Perry, a gentleman who had been feveral years employed by 
Peter the Great, Czar of Mufcovy , in his works at Veronitza, a city upon the 
river Don. 

T h e fpring at the bottom of the cliff, between Beacon Hi l l and the town o f Petrifkaioiw, 
Harwich, petrifies not only the earth, that falls into it from the top of the cliff, 
but wood alio j and a large piece of wood thus petrified, is preferved in the re-
pository of the royal fociety. 

A t the bottom of this cliff, in a ftratum of itone, have been found a great va- shells and 
riety of fhells, both of the turbinated and bivalve kinds ; and upon the fhore, copperas 
under the hill, is found the itone from which our common copperas is prepared, ftones-
and which the people here for that reafon call copperas i tone/ T o prepare cop-
peras from thefe ftones, they are mixed.with earth, and difpofed into light beds, 
above ground, where they diffolve by the rains and dews; this folution is receiv-
ed into trunks, properly difpofed, which conduct it into a large leaden ciftern,. 
whence it is again .conveyed into- a leaden boiler, where, after boiling fome time, 
it is drawn o f f into coolers, where it iboots into cryfrals. Thefe ftones are alfe 
found in fome places on the coaft of Kent, where there are works, of the like-
kind for making copperas from them.,' 

• A t Eaft T i l b u r y , a- little town upon the banks o f the Thames, 'about twenty c 

miles f rom London, there is a chalky cliff, in which are feveral fpaeious caverns. averD*" 
about twelve feet high, growing gradually narrower at the top : they are- very 
fkilfully lined with ftone, and are thought to be the work of the ancient Britons,, 
who probably ufed them for granaries, La the manner of the Germans,, men-
tioned by Tacitus. 
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" E S S E X , 

At a little cfftance is Weil: Tilbury, where there is a fort clofe to the river 
' Thames, and diredly oppofite t o * block-houie at Gravefend a confiderable mar-

ket town In Kent, which may be confidered as the k e y of the port of London. 
It is a regular fortification, planned by Sir Martin Beckman, chief engineer to 
vino- Charie« the Second, and is kept conftantly garrifoned; the efplanade is very 
larore and the baftions, which are faced with brick, are the largeft m England. 
It has two moats or ditches, one within the other-, the innermoft is 180 feet 
broad • it has alfo a good counterfcarp, and covered way, marked out with ra-
v e l i n s and tenailles : -on the land fide are two final! redoubts of brick, and the 
c-arrifon can lay the whole level under water: on the fide next the river is a 
v e r y ftrong curtain, with a noble gate, called the W a t e r Gate, in the middle; 
before the curtain is a platform, on which are mounted above 100 guns from 
24 to 46 pounders, befides (mailer pieces, which are planted between thofe that 
are mounted on the baftions and curtain. 

At Audley-End, about a mile fouth of Saffron Walden, is a feat of the earl 
palace, o f Suffolk "it was built out of the ruins of a monaftery, by Thomas lord Aud-

lev of Walden, who was created earl of Suffolk by king James the Firft, to 
whom he was treafurer. T h e earl defigned it as a palace for his majefty, and 
when it was fmiihed prefented it to him-, but the king, when he faw its yaft 
extent and magnificence, faid that it would fuit very well a lord treafurer, but 
that it was too much for a king, i t remained therefore m the poffeffion of the 
earls of Suffolk during that and the fucceeding reign ; but it was afterwards pur-
chafed by kins Charles the Second-, but not being able to pay for it, he mort-
oao-ed the hearth tax to the then earls, as a fecurity for the money. ; This tax 
was taken off foon after the revolution, but the ftate not being then in a condi-
tion to pay the money for which it had been pledged, the houfe was granted back 
as-ain to the family. It was then the largeft royal palace in the Kingdom, but 
Henry earl of Suffolk foon after pulled down a great part of it, one court only 
being now ftanding, which however is itfelf worthy to be called a palace, 

A N T I Q U I T I E S . 

Ancient in- Effex is part of the country anciently inhabited by thofe Britons whom Csefar 
habitants. Calls~ Trinobantes, and Ptolemy Trinoantes whence this name was derived there 

is no probable conjecture-, fome have thought it mignt come from Troja Nova, 
New Troy and others from the Britiih word re-nant, which figmfies towns in a 
valley O d a r fays that he found the Trinobantes the moil warlike people in the 
ifland Cunobeline, who was governor of the Trinobantes, not long after C h a r ' s 
invaiion, was the firft who ftamped the Britiih. coins after the Roman manner, 
and of thefe coins feveral have been dug up at Maidon, the piace of his reii-

dence. 

A Roman ih 
lion, 

Layton a v i l l a g e five miles north-eaft of London, was the ancient Durolitum 
' mentioned in the "Itinerary of Antoninus, and was a Roman ftation, as appears 
from the great variety of antiquities that have been dug up here, particularly a 
larp-e Roman urn found in the church-yard, with fome aihes in it, and coals 
ftickino- to the fides of it, and feveral other urns of various fizes and figures, with 
aihes in them, and final! pieces of bones, that efcaped the funeral fires, which 
have been found at Ruckholt-houfe, not far from this town. 

IN EAT 
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Near Layton there was formerly a paifage or ford over the river Lea, as ap- Stratford 

pears from the name of a village in the neighbourhood called Qldford; but queen bridge. 

Maud, wife to. king Henry the Firft, having narrowly efcaped drowning in this 
place, caufed a bridge to be built over the river a little lower, at Stratford, 

King Harold being killed in battle againft William the Conqueror, was bu- Waltham 

tied at Waltham Abbey, which he himfelf bui l t ; and fome men who "were at Abbey, 
work there in the reign of queen Elizabeth, found his coffin, over which was a 
grave ftone, with no other infcription than I N F O E L I X H A R O L D . 

Upon, a grave'ftone in the church of Newport, a village near Walden, is the -Anancieiit 

following infcription : epitaph. 

Here under this marble ftone, 
Lyeth the body of Maifter Jon 
Heynes, B. L . L . vicar of this church, 
W h o died M C C C C ; 

A t Chefterford, a village four miles north of Walden, were difcovered fome A Rama* 

years ago the ruins of a Roman city the foundations of the walls take in a com- cltX* 
pais of about fifty acres j and the foundations of a Roman temple are ftill-very 
vifible. 

A t Aihdon, about three miles north-weft of Walden, there are four barrows, A Danifh 

or pyramidical hillocks, ere<5ted by Canute the Dane, in memory of a battle which monument, 

he fought there, and in which he totally defeated the army of Edmund Ironiide, 
and took moil of the nobility that attended him prifoners. 

Near Coggelhall was found in a grotto by the road fide, a phial, containing*a Remains of 
lamp, covered with a Roman tile near fourteen inches long; alfo fome urns with R o m a n alui" 
ailies and bones in them; one of the urns, refembling coral, had this infcription": t*u'tJ" 
C O C C I L L I M . i. e. to the manes of Coteillus, from whom it is thought this town 
derived its name. 

Dunmow is a place of great antiquity, and fuppofed by fome to be the Csefa- Antiquities e f 

romagus of the Romans in feveral parts of the road between this place and Col- Dunmow. 

chefter, there are ftill to be feen the remains of an old Roman way, which the 
inhabitants call the Street, probably from Strata, a word by which Bede and 
fome other ancient writers denominate a Roman road. Here was formerly a prio-
r y ; and*it is recorded that in the reign of king Henry the Third, the lord 
Fitzwalter inftituted a cuftom, .that whatever married man made oath, kneeling 
upon two iharp pointed ftones in the church-yard of the priory, that for a year . 
and a day after marriage, he neither directly nor indirectly, ileeping or waking, 
repented his bargain, had any quarrel with his wife, or any way tranfgreifed his 
nuptial obligation, fuch married man ihould be intitled to a flitch of bacon. T h e 
records of this place mention no lefs than four perfons who have claimed and 
received the bacon ; one of them was fo lately as the year 1748. 

A t Tilbury Fort the four proconfular ways made by the Romans in Britain, Roman Ways, 
crofted each other, 

V O L . I . H H in 
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In the time of Edward the Confeifor all the trad of ground now known by 
the name of Dengy Hundred, was a foreft, as appears by a grant of that prince 
to Randulph Peperking, ftill to be feen in the records of the Exchequer, * which 
is tranfcribed as a fpecimen of the undefigning fimplicity of thofe times: 

Iche Edward Koning 
Have geven of my forreft the keeping. 
Of the hundred of Chelmer and Dancing* 
T o Randolph Peperking and to his kindling t 
With heorte and hinde, doe and bocke, 
Hare and foxe, cat and brocke, 
Wilde fowell with his flocke, 
Partriche, fefant hen,, and fefant cock : 
With greene and wilde ftob and ilock, 
T o keepen and to yemen by all her might. 
Both by day and eke by night: 
And hounds for to holde 
Good and fwift and bolde : 
Fower greyhounds and fix racches. 
For hare and fox, and wild cattes. 
And therefore ich made him my booke: 
Witneffe the biihop Wolfton 
And booke ylered many on, 
And Sweyne of Eifex our brother,. 
And teken him many other, 
And our ftiward Howelin, 
That by fought me for him. 

Antiqoitie» of Maldon was the ancient Camalodunum, a city of the Romans, and the feat of 
Maidon. the kings of the Trinobantes, as appears from fome coins of Cunobciine dug u p 

here, with Cuno. upon one fide, and Camu. on the other. This was the firft 
Roman colony in Britain, being taken by the emperor Claudius in the year 43^ 
who placed a ftout band of veterans in it, and called it Colonia Vifiricenjis ; he 
alfo coined money in memory of this exploit, on which was infcribed COL. 
C A M A L O D U N . Here was a temple ereded to Claudius, in which was an 
altar called the altar of eternal dominion,, and certain prieils called So dales Au~ 
gufiales, were appointed to attend it but the cruelty and oppreifion of the Ro-
man foldiers of this ftation fo exafperated the Britons, that a few years after-
wards they befieged, plundered, and burnt this city. It appears however to have 
been afterwards rebuilt by the'Romans; for Antoninus mentions it as being a 
city in a much later time.. 

In a garden of this town was found a piece of gold almoil as large as a guinea,, 
having a butt of Nero upon one fide, and of Agrippina on the other, not ill ex-
ecuted. 

There is a euitom in this place, that if a man dies inteftate, his lands: and te-
nements defcend to his youngeft fon, or if he dies without iiliie,, to his youngeit 

* Hilary Term, i yili Edward die. Second-* 

"iaro then 

4 
A n ancient 
grant. 
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brother. This cuitom is called borough Engliih, and is faid to have been ori-
ginally much more general, and to have taken its rile from the wanton and dia-
bolical tyranny of the ancient feudal lords, who, when any of thofe who held 
under them married, claimed the firit night with the bride : as fome doubt there-
fore naturally arofe whether the firit born child was legitimate, a cuitom was 
cftablifhed to cut fuch child off from its inheritance, and as the molt diftant from 
fufpicion, the youngeit was preferred in its ftead. 

Upon the outfide of the fouth wall of Chelmsford church, is the following in-Antiquities of 

fcription: 4 Prey for the good eftate of the townihip of Chelmsford, that hath Chelmsford.. 
4 been willing and prompt of helpys to build this church, M.CCC.LXXXIX. 

It is generally thought that the town of Colcheiter, and the river Coin, which 
runs through part of it, took their names from Colonic the Latin word for a 
Colony, fuppofed to have been planted here from London. That this town flou-
riihed under the Romans is manifeit, not only from the abundance of their coins 
frequently found here, but from feveral of their buildings ftill Handing. At 
the Queen's Head inn in the market place, the ftable and room over it is a Ro-
man ftrudture the churches of this town and their towers, feem to have been 
built of Roman bricks and ruins and there was a Roman military way that led 
from hence weitward, by Braintry, Dunmow, and other towns, quite acrofs 
the county to Hertfordihire. 

At Chipping-Ongar, Richard Lucy, who was protector of England while king Ancient 
Henry the Second was in Normandy, built a caftle upon an artificial mount, of caflies. 

great height, and furrounded it with a moat and other fortifications the greateft 
part of thefe fortifications are ftill to be feen, though the caftle has been pulled 
down, and a good houfe built in the room of it. 

At Hadleigh, not far from Rayieigh, are the remains of an ancient caftle, built 
ibon after the Conqueft. 

Near Pvochford there is a hill called King's Hill, where the lord of the honour L a w k i L c o u r t , 

of Rayieigh holds a court on the Wednefday morning after Michaelmas, at cock-
crowing. This court is called lawlefs court the fteward and fuiters are oblig-
ed to whifper to each other j they are not allowed either fire or candle; a piece 
of coal fupplies die place of pen and ink ; and he who owes fervice to the court, 
and does not attend, forfeits double his rent for every houn Camden fays this 
attendance is a punifhment impofed on the tenants, for having met at the like 
unfeafonable hour in a confpiracy againft their lord. 

E C C L E S I A S T I C A L A N T I Q^U I T I E S. 

We are told by Bede, that Cedda, bifhop of the Eaft Saxons, about the year 
630, converted the inhabitants of this county to the Chniban faith, built 
churches in feveral places, and ordained priefts and deacons to afiift him ; that 
lie ereded his epifcopal fee at Wef t Tilbury, and founded monafteries m this 
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county, particularly at Ythancefter, an ancient town, which once flood upon the 
bank of the river Blackwater, but has been long fince fwallowed up by it. 

A t Barking,, a monailery of religious virgins of the order of St. Benedid, was 
founded about the year 675, by Erkenwald, fon of Anna, king of the Eaft 
Angles , and afterwards bifhop of London.. It was dedicated to the Virgin Marv 
and St. Ethelburgha ; the firil abbefs was filler to the founder. It continued to 
the general diiTolution, when its yearly revenues amounted to 862 L 12 s. 

Adelicia, the abbefs of the convent in this place, about the year 1190 found-
eel here, upon the road to London, an hofpital, dedicated to the Virgin Marv 
for the leprous tenants or fervants of the convent, which confiiled of two mas-
ters and thirteen brethren lepers, two chaplains, and one clerk. It was valued 

, upon the diiTolution at 161. 13 s. 4d. clear, per annum. 

T h e manor of Wei l Merfey, in an iiland called Merfey Iiland, iituated at the 
mouth of the Coin, below Colchefter, was given by Edward the Confeifor to the 
monks of St. Audoen, at Roan, a town in Normandy, who fettled here a con-
vent of Benedidines,. that became a cell to that foreign abbey. It is thought to 
have been dedicated to St. Peter. Upon the diiTolution of alien priories, kin* 
Henry the Fifth granted this to Henry Chichely, archbiihop of Canterbury, who 
made it part of the endowment of a collegiate church founded by him at Hig-
kam Ferrers, a borough town of Northamptonihire, the place of his nativity. 

At . Waltham,. in the year 1062,, Harold earl of Kent,, founded a monailery for 
a dean and eleven fecular canons, who were in 1.177 changed l y king Henry 
the Second into an abbat and regulars of the order of St. Auftin, and their num-
ber increafed to twenty-four. It was dedicated to the Holy Crofs, and its yearly 
jevenue at the general diiTolution was 9001. 4s. 3d. 

Here was an hofpital built by the abbat and convent within the precinds o f 
that monailery,. about the year 1,218.. 

The manor of Panfield, a village near Braintry, was given by Waleran Fitz-
Ranulph, in the fourth year of William the Conqueror, to the abbey of St 
Stephen at Caen, in Normandy, upon which here was an alien priory of Bene-
didine monks5 but in the fir.il year of Henry the Fifth, the abbat and convent 
©f Caen granted it in fee to John Woodhoufe, Efq; who fold it to Thomas Bour-
chier, archbiihop of Canterbury,, and he gave it in the year 1473 to the prior and 
convent of his metropolitan church at Canterbury. 

A t Thremhall, a village north-weft of Hatfield-Broadoak, was a priory of 
Black canons founded by Gilbert de Montefixo, or Mountfichet, who came into . 
England with the Conqueror. It was dedicated to St. James, and rated upon." 
tae diliolution at 601. 1.8 s. 7 d. per anmm,. ' 

At Hatfield Peverell, a village iituated between Witham and Chelmsford In» 
geinca, the wife of Runulph Peverell, and concubine, to king William the Con-

queror3 
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queror, founded a college of fecular canons in the time of William Rufus. It 
was dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen, and was changed in the time of Henry the 
Firft, by her fon William Peverell, into a priory of Benedidines, fubordinate to 
the abbey of St. Albans, a borough town of Hertfordiliire, upon which it was 
dedicated to the Virgin Mary ; and at the fuppreifion had a prior and four monks, 
and a yearly revenue of 601. 14s. 11 d. 

A t Colchefter, Eudo, a great officer in the courts of king Will iam the Con-
queror, and his two fons and fuccefTors, built an abbey of Benedidine monks, , 
dedicated to St. John the Baptift. It was begun in the year 1096, and finilhed. 
ia 1104. Its yearly revenue at the diilolution was 5231. 17s . 

Eudo alfo, at the command of k ing Henry the Firft, ereded juit without the 
town, on the fouth-eaft fide, an hofpital for a mafter and leveral leprous people^ 
dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen, and valued upon the diffolution at 111, a-year. 

One Eynulphus, or Ernulphus, in the beginning o f the reign of Henry the 
Firft, founded on the fouth fide of this town, a monaftery for Auft in canons, 
dedicated to St. Julian and St. Botulph, and became prior of it himfelf. It was 
deemed the firft houfe of this order in England, and at the fuppreffion was valued 
at 113I . 1.2 s. 8d. per annum. 

O n the fouth-weft of Colchefter was an hofpital or priory of CrolTid or C r o u c h -
ed friars, who came into England in the year 1244. This is faid to have been 
the firft,. houfe of the order in this iiland, and. was valued upon the fuppreffion -
at 71. 7 s.. 8d. per annum. 

A b o u t the year 1309, Robert lord Fitzwalter built a priory near the Eafi 
Sate of this town, for Francifcan or Grey friars, and afterwards took the habit 
himfelf. T h e revenues upon the fuppreffion are not known. 

A t EarPs-Colne,: Colne-Engame,, Colne-Wake,,. or Colne-White, a village 
upon the river Coin, between Colchefter and Hatfield, Albericus de Vere, the* 
firft of that name, ereded a priory for Black monks from Abingdon, in Berk-
shire, in the beginning of the reign, of king Henry the Firft, . and became him-
felf a monk in this houfe,. which he made fubordinate to that abbey. It was de-
dicated to St.. Mary and St. J o h n the Evangelift, and had at the diiTolution a-
prior, and ten monks, poileiled o f yearly revenues worth, 156 h 12 s.. 4,d.. 

A t Dunmow. Earva, the lady Juga,, filter to Ralph Baynard,- in the year-1104 
built a church, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, in which Jefrry, her-fon, two 
years after placed canons, who obferved the rule of St. Auftin.. Upon the fup-
preffion here were a. prior and ten, or eleven religious, who had.-a, yearly revenue 
of 1.501. 3 s. 4 cl. 

A t Chich, a village fome miles fouth-eaft of ; Colchefter^: w a s x m o n a f t e r y , . , f a k i 
fey legendary writers to., be. the. moit, ancient in...this county :. they tell us that m 
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nunnery was built here by Ofitha, daughter of king Frithwald, and queen to Sio--
here, king of the Eaft Saxons } that ihe dedicated it to St. Peter and St. Paul, 
and lived m it till ihe was martyred by the Danes in 653 ; but it appears from 
better authority, that before 1 1 1 8 Richard de Belmeis, biihop of London in 
honour ot the apoftles St. Peter and St. Paul, and of St. Ofitha, the fuppofed 
original foundrefs, built a religious houfe here for canons of the order of St. A u f -
tin, which at the fuppreifion was endowed with 6771. 1 s . 2d. a-year. 

A t W i c k e , a village near Witham, Walter Mafcherell, Alexander his bro-
ther, and his lifter Edith, in the reign of Henry the Firft, built a nunnery of 
Benedidines, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, which upon the fuppreifion had 
yearly revenues to the value of 261. 16s. 8d. infpiritualities, and 651. 15s . yd. 
in temporalities, in the whole 921. 12s. 3d. per annum, and was one of the 
fmall monafteries fuppreifed by Cardinal Wolfey, towards eredino- his col-
leges. 0 

A t Take ly , a village north of Hatfield-Broadoak, was a priory, given by kino-
Henry the Firft to the abbey of St. Valery, in Picardy, which upon the diifo-
lution of fuch alien priories, was made part of the endowment of New College 
in Oxford. 

A t Horftey Parva, a village north-weft of Colchefter, was a priory of Cluniac 
monks, fubordinate to the monaftery of the fame order at Thetford, a bo-
rough town of Norfolk, founded by Robert Fitz Godebold and Beatrix his wife, 
m the time of Henry the Firft. It was dedicated to St. Peter, and fuppreifed by 
Cardinal Wolfey, when the yearly revenues of it were rated at 27I. 7 s. 11 d. 

A t Stratford, a village three miles eaft of London, William of Montfitchet, 
built m the year 1134, or 1 1 3 5 , an abbey for monks of the Ciftertian order, 
dedicated to the Virgin Mary and A l l Saints. This houfe being in a low f i x a -
tion, among .the marihes, the religious were obliged to remove to a cell or grange 
called Burghfted, near Billericay, to avoid the floods; but by the care of one of 
the king Richards, their damages were repaired, and they were brought back to 
Stratford, which was endowed at the diffolution with 5 1 1 1 . 16s. 3d. per an-
num. 

In this town Ralph de Stratford, biihop of London, in the twenty-fixth 
year of Edward the Third, obtained the king's licence to found and endow a col-
lege or large chantry of fecular priefts, to be governed by a provoft, within the 
cnapel of St, Paul, in his caftle here. 

A t Saffron Walden a priory of Benedidine monks was founded by Jeffry Man-
devil, the iirft earl of Eifex, after the Conqueft, in the year 1136, dedicated to 
St. Mary and St. James. In the time of king Richard the Firft it became an 
abbey, and was valued at the diifolution at 3721. 18s. i d . per annum. 

T h e church of St. Mary's at Hatfield Broadoak, was given before the year 
1140, by Aubrey d? Vere, the fecond of that name, and father to the earl of 
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Oxford, to the monks of the abbey of St. Melanius, at Redon, in Brittany, to 
which it became a cell -, but Aubrey Yere the third, or his fon the earl of Ox-
ford, is thought to have increafed its revenues, and made it an indépendant prio-
ry of Black monks, for fuch it was at the fuppreffion, when it contained nine 
monks, whofe yearly income was 122 1. 13s. 2d. 

A t Coggefhall king Stephen, and Maud his queen, in the year 1142, found-
ed an abbey for Ci (tertian or White monks, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and 
endowed at the diifolution with a yearly revenue of 2511. 2 s. 

A t Thoby, near Ingerftone, was placed a priory of Auftin canons, in the time 
of king Stephen, by Michael Capra, Roife his wife, and William their fon. It 
was dedicated to St. Mary and St. Leonard, and was fuppreffed in the feventeentli 
year of king Henry the Eighth, when it was worth in fpiritualities iS l . 13 s. 4d. 
in temporalities 561. 13 s. 6 d. and in all 751. 6s. 10 d. per annum. 

T h e manor of Crefiing, or Creffing Temple, a village near Braintry, was 
about the year 1150 granted by king Stephen to the Knights Templars, who 
had a preceptory here : it was afterwards granted to the Hofpitalers. 

A t Tiltey, a village near Dunmow, Robert Ferrers earl of Derby, and Maurice 
Fitz Jeffrey, about the year 1152, founded an abbey of White monks, dedicat-
ed to the Virgin Mary, which at the diifolution had feven monks, and yearly 
revenues rated at 1671. 2 s. 6 d. 

A t Wood ham Ferris, a village north-eaft of Billericay, was firft an hermitage 
before the year 1156, and then a priory of Black canons, dedicated to St. John 
Baptift, built and endowed by Maurice Fitz Jeffrey, of Tiretai, iheriff of Effex, 
for the moft part at the charge of king Henry the Second, who forgave him on 
this account feveral funis of money which other wife he muft have paid into the 
Exchequer, out of the farms and profits of his bailiwic. This houfe being ai-
mait forfaken, was, about the latter end of the time of king Henry the Seventh* 
annexed to St. Mary Spittle without Biiliopfgate, London. 

T h e church of Prittlewell, a village fouth of Rochford, was given to the mo-
naftery of Lewes, a borough town in Suffex, by Robert Fitz Swain, in the time 
of Henry the Second, when it became a priory of Cluniac monks, fubordinate to 
that great monaftery. It was dedicated to St. Mary, and in the time of k ing 
Edward the Third made denifon. Here were about feven monks, whole yearly 
income was valued upon the diifolution at 155I. u s . 2d. 

A t Parndon Magna, or Great Parndon, a village upon the river Lea,, a few 
miles north of Walt ham Abbey, there was anciently a houfe of Premonftraten-
fian canons, who removed to Bileigh, a village near Maldon, where, in the year 
1180, Robert Mantell built a monaftery for them, dedicated to Sc. Nicholas* 
which upon the general diifolution maintained nine canons, whole revenues- were 
rated at 1571. 16s. 11 d. a-year. 

A t 
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A t Stanefgate, a village between Malclon and the fea, on the fouth fide of 

the gulph, was a priory of monks of the Cluniac order, founded by the prede-
•ceiTors of the priors of Lewes, to which monaftery it was fubordinate. St. Mary 
Magdalen was the tutelar faint of this houfe, which was in being in the year 
1176, and made prioratus indigena in the time of Edward the Third, but was 
fuppreifed by Cardinal Wolfey in the eighteenth of Henry the Eighth, when its 
fpiritualities were valued at 5I. os. 3d. and its temporalities at 381. s's. 3d. in 
the whole 431. 8 s. 6d. per annum. Upon the Cardinal's attainder, this cell was 
granted, in confideration of the exchange of fome other lands, to the Knights of 
St. John of Jerufalem. 

A t Henningham Caftle, a village upon the Coin, north-weft of Halfted, and 
directly north of Braintry, Aubery de Yere, third of that name, and firft earl 
of Oxford, or as fome think, rather his countefs, Lucia, who became firft prio-
refs, built a fmali Benedictine nunnery before the year 1190, dedicated to the 
Holy Crofs, St. Mary and St. James. It had five nuns about the time of the 
fuppreffion, and lands valued at 291. 12 s. 10 d. per annum. 

The lands of Horn Church, near Rumford, with fome other revenues in this 
neighbourhood, being given to the great hofpital de Monte Jovis, in Savoy, a 
cell for a prior or mafter and poor brethren, fubordinate to that foreio-n houfe, 
•was fettled here, and dedicated to St. Nicholas and St. Barnard. This houfe was 
in the time of Richard the Second, by leave of the pope and king, bought by 
William Wickham, biihop of Winchefcer, for his N e w college at Oxford. 

A t Blakemore, a village a little way north-weft of Ingerftone, was an hermi-
tage or priory of Black canons, built by Adam and Jordan de Samford, and de-
dicated to St. Lawrence, before, or in the beginning of k ing John's reio-n. This 
was one of the fmall monafteries which Cardinal Wolfey procured to be diifolv-
ed, in order to the endowment of his two colleges at Oxford and Ipfwich. It 
was valued at 851. 9 s. yd. a-year, and upon the Cardinal's attainder, was granted 
in exchange to Waltham Abbey. 

T h e church of Writtle, a village about a mile weft of Chelmsford, is faid to 
have been given by king Stephen to the priory of Bermondfey, in Surrey, but 
king John gave it to the hofpital at the church of St. Mary in Saxia, othe'rwife 
called the hofpital of the Holy Spirit, in Rome, belonging to the Eno-liih, for 
the maintenance of the poor and infirm there, and they enjoyed it till the four-
teenth of Richard the Second, when it was purchafed of them for the warden and 
fellows of New College in Oxon. 

A t Birchanger, a hamlet, a little way north-weft of Hatfield Broadoak, was 
founded an hofpital by Richard, fon of Serlo de Newport, in the time o f ' k i n g 
John, for a mafter and two chaplains. It was dedicated to St. Mary and St, 
Leonard, and under the peculiar jurifdidtion of the dean of St. Martin's in Lon-
don. T h e revenues of it were rated upon the fuppreffion at 31 h n S . I I C L 
per annum. 
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A t Berden, near the fource of the river L e a , upon the borders of Hertford-

fliire, there v/as in the beginning of the reign of king Henry the Third, an hof-
pital or priory of canons and brethren of the order c f St. Auftin, dedicated to 
St. John the Evangelift. William Bohun, earl of Northampton, and Elizabeth 
his wife, obtained licence of. Edward the Third, in the feventeenth year of his 
reign, to give the advowfon of this priory to the abbat and convent of Walden. 
Its yearly revenue at the diifolution was 291. 6 s. 4d. 

A t Leigh's, fouth-weft of Braintry, Sir Ralph Gernoun, in the time of king 
Henry the Third, is faid to have founded a priory of Black canons, "dedicated, to 
the Virgin Mary and St. John the Evangelift. It had ten religious in it about 
the time of the diifolution, when it was valued at 1 1 4 L I s. 4 d . per annum. 

A t T i p try, a village to the eaft of Witham, there was a priory of Black 
canons, dedicated to St. Nicholas, to which Ralph de Munchenii, and Albreda 
his wife, were great benefactors, in the time of Edward the Firft. It v/as one 
o f thofe fmall monafteries which were diifolved by Cardinal Wolfey, at which 
time Anthony Darcv claimed to be founder. It was valued at 221. 16s. 4 d> 
the fpiritualities 4I. and the temporalities 181. 16 s. 4 d . A f t e r the forfeiture of 
the Cardinal, it was granted with Stanefgate, in the twenty-fourth year of Henry 
the Eighth, in exchange to the Hofpitalers. 

A t Latton, a village lying a few miles north-eaft of Waltham A b b e y , there 
was a priory of Black canons, whofe founder and time of foundation are unknown, 
but it muft have been long before the twentieth of Edward the Firft, becaufe 
it is mentioned in the Lincoln taxation. It was dedicated to St. John the 
Bap till. 

A t Barrow was a cell of one Benedictine monk, belonging to the abbey of St. 
John in Colchefter. 

A t Henningham, near Henningham Caftle, H u g h de Vere, earl of Oxford, 
about the year 1250, founded an hofpital, wherein were two or three chaplains, 
befides a clerk, fervant, and the fick and decrepit poor people. 

A t Mouliham, a village near Chelmsford, there was an houfe of Black or Do-
minican friars, which might be very ancient, but could not be founded by Mal-
colm king of Scotland, as Camden, Speed, and other writers affirm, becaufe the 
iaft king of that name died long before thefe friars were known in England. A t 
the diifolution it was valued at 9 1. 6 s. 3 d. a-year. 

A t Brookftreet, near Brentwood, there was a free chapel and an hofpital, con-
fifting of a. mafter or warden, and divers poor lepers, dedicated to St, John the 
Baptift, fixed here before the twentieth of Edward the Firft. 

A t Maldon, Richard Gravefend, biiliop of London, and Richard Ifelham, 
prieft, are faid to have founded a priory for Friars Carmelites, about the year 
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1292, which continued till the general diflolution, when it was valued at no more 
than 11. 6 s. 8 d. per annum. 

A t Little Maldon, near the borough town of that name, was an hofpital for 
the leprous townfmen of Maldon, dedicated to St. Giles, founded by one of the 
kings of England before the fixteenth of Edward the Second: the maiterihip or 
wardenihip of this hofpital was in the gift of the crown, and king Richard the 
Second granted the houfe to the prior of Bicknacre, near Chelmsford; and af-
terwards, by leave of king Edward the Fourth, it was united to the abbey of 
Billeigh. 

A t Allien, or Eile, a village on the river Stour, and the borders of Suffolk, 
direftly north of Henningham, there was a priory of Auftin friars in the feven-
teenth of Edward the Second. 

A t Layer Marney, a village fouth of Colchefter, there was a fmall college or 
chantry, for a warden and two priefts, founded in the church of St. Mary, about 
the year 1330, by William Marney, lord of the manor. 

A t Haliled, a college was begun by Robert de Bourchier, lord chancellor of 
England, in the fourteenth year of Edward the Third, and intended for eight 
priefts, but had never in all probability fo many in it, for the endowment of this 
fociety was rated at no more than 261. 5s. 8 d. per annum. 

A t Plefny, a village about half way between Chelmsford and Dunmow, Tho-
mas of Woodftock, duke of Glocefter, in the feventeenth year of Richard the Se-
cond, built a college for a mafter and eight fecular priefts, dedicated to the Holy 
Trinity. A t the fuppreHion it was valued at 143 1. 12 s. yd. per annum. 

A t Booking, near Braintry, John Doreward, Efq; founded an hofpital called 
Le Maifon Dieu, or God's Houfe, for a provoft and mailer and fix poor per-
fons. 

A t Little Horkefly, a village north-weft of Colchefter, was an hofpital, men-
tioned in a letter of com.mifiioner Kingfton's to Bonner, biiliop of London, in 
the year 1557. 

A t Waithamftow, a village on the river Lea, about four miles north-eaft of 
London, George Monnox, lord mayor of London, about the year 1515, built an 
hofpital for thirteen poor people. 

M E M -



M E M B E R S of P A R L I A M E N T for this C O U N T Y , 

This county fends eight members to Parliament: two knights of the fhire xor 
the county, two burgeffes for the town of Colchefter, two for Harwich, ana 
two for Maldon. 
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N A M E . 

L O C E S T E R S H I R E , or G L O U C E S T E R S H I R E , took its name from, t h e 

i city of Glocefter. 

B O U N D A R I E S , , E X T E N T and S I T U A T I O N . 

This county is bounded by Warwickfhire, Oxfordihire, and Berkihire on the' 
eaft, by Herefordihire and Monmouthiliire on the weft, by Worcefterihire on the 
north, and by Wiltihire and Somerfetiliire on the fouth. It meafures in length,, 
from north-eaft to fouth-weft, about 56 miles ; in breadth, from fouth-eaft to/ 
north-weft, about 22 miles, and 156 miles in circumference: the city of Glo-
cefter, which is nearly in the middle of the county, is 102 miles north-weft of 
London».,; . 
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R I V E R S . 

There are feveral large rivers in this county, of which the principal are the 
Severn, the W y e , the Stroud, and two Avons . T h e name Severn is probably 
a corruption of Sabrina, the name given to this river by the Romans, but the 
derivation of Sabrina is not known. T h e Severn, which is efteemed the fecond 
river in England, rifes on the eaft fide of a vail mountain called Plyn Lymmon, 
in the fou th-weft part of Montgomery (hire, in Wales, from whence, by a variety 
of windings, it runs north-eaft and enters Shropihire, where being joined by a 
great number of fmaller ftreams, it runs through that county and Worcefter-
fhire, in the direction of fouth-eaft ; it enters the county of Glocefter at Tewkef-
bury, a borough town, whence running fou th-weft by the city of Glocefter, it 
falls into that part of the weftern fea called the Briftol Channel. T h e tide flows 
up the Severn as far as Tewkefbury, which is near feventy miles from the fea; 
and from Newnham, a confiderable market town upon this river, upwards of 
fifty miles from the fea to its mouth, it has more the appearance of a fea than 
a river; the flood tide advances with fuch impetuofity, that in one fwell it fome-
times rifes near four feet. 

T h e name W y e is fqppofed to have been an appellative, which in the ancient 
Britifh language fignified a river or water. T h e W y e rifes within half a mile of 
the fource of the Severn, and running fouth-eaft, feparates Radnorihire and Breck-
nockihire, two counties in Wales, from each other it then paifes through Here-
fordfnire, and parting Monmouthfhire from Glocefterihire, falls into the Severn 
near Chepftow, "a market town of Monmouthfhire. 

T h e Stroud rifes not far eaft of Painfwick, a market town, and running weft-
ward, falls into the Severn about five miles fouth of the city of Glocefter. T h e 
water of this river is remarkably clear, and fixes the colours mixed with it for 
dying broad cloth, fcarlet, or any grain colour, better than any other; for 
this reafon feveral clothiers have fettled along the banks for twenty miles toge-
ther, and have ereded a vaft number of fulling-mills upon i t : of thefe clothiers 
fome ufed formerly to make each a thoufand pieces of cloth a-year. N o part of 
this river was navigable till the year 1730, when it was made fo by a d of parlia-
ment, quite from Stroud, a market town, to its conflux with the Severn. 

One of the rivers Avon rifes in Northamptonfhire, and running through War-
wickfhire, and feparating Glocefterihire from Worcefterihire, falls into the Se-
vern near Tewkefbury. T h e other Avon, diftinguiihed by the name of Avon- . 
Weft , rifes not far from Tetbury, a market town, near the borders of Wiltfhire, 
and feparating Glocefterihire from Somerfetfhire, falls into the Severn, near Brif-
tol, a city in Somerfetfhire. 

G E N E R A L D I V I S I O N of the C O U N T Y . 

This county is generally divided into three diftrids. The eaftern part of the 
county, bordering upon Warwick (hi re, Oxfordlhire, and Berkihire, is called 
Cotefwould the middle part, the Vale of Glocefter; and the triangular part, in-
cluded between the W y e , the Severn, and a fmall river called the Leden, is cal-

led 
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led the Foreft of Dean. T h e Yale of Glocefter manifeftly derived its ^name from 
its iituation, and the Foreft was probably called the Foreft of Dean, from Dean, 
the principal town in the diilridt; fome have fuppofed the word Bean to be a 
corruption of Arden, a name ufed both by the ancient Gauls and Britons to fig-
nify a wood j and there is a wood in Warwickihire called Arden to this day. 

A I R. 

Though the air of this county is equally healthy throughout, yet it is in other 
refpe&s very different; for Cotefwould being a hilly country, the air there is 
very iharp, but in the Vale it is foft and mild, even in winter ; fuch indeed is 
the difference, that of Cotefwould it is commonly raid, eight months in the year 
are winter, and the other four too cold for iummer j and of the Yale, that eight 
months are iummer, and the other four too warm for winter. 

S O I L , and N A T U R A L P R O D U C T I O N S . 

Cotefwould being thus expofed, is not remarkable for its fertility, and the corn 
is fo flow in coming up, that, ' as long a coming as Cotefwould barley,' is become 
a proverb of the county; the hills of Cotefwould however afford excellent paf-
turage, and great numbers of iheep are fed upon them, whole wool is remark-
ably fine the breed of iheep which produce the fine Spaniih wool, is laid to 
have been raifed from fome of thefe iheep, which were fent as a prefent by one 
of our kings to a king of Spain. 

In the Vale the foil is very fertile, and the paftures are alfo very rich. T h e 
cheefe, called Glocefter cheefe, is made in this part of the county, and next to 
that of Chcihire, is the beft in England. The Foreft of D e a n , which contains 
30,000 acres, being twenty miles long and ten broad, was formerly covered with 
wood, and was then a harbour for robbers, efpecially towards the banks of the 
Severn, fo that in the reign of king Henry the Sixth, an aft of parliament was 
made on purpofe to fupprefs them. The woods have been iince reduced to 
narrower bounds, by clearing great part of the ground, where many towns and 
villages have been built. The oaks that grow where the woods are ftill preferr-
ed, are reckoned the beft in England ; and from this foreft moil part of die tim-
ber formerly employed in fhip building, was brought, which was fo well known 
to the Spaniards, that when they fitted out their famous Armada in 1558, to in-
vade England, the people who had the tlire&ion of that expedition, were exprefi-
]y ordered to deftroy this foreft, as the moft fpeedy and eife£tual way to rum our 
marine j on the other hand, to cultivate and preferve the wood m a fufficient 
part of this diftrift, has been the conftant care of our legifiature. Great part of 
ft was inclofed by an a d of parliament palled in the reign of king Charles the 
Second; and fome time ago, many cottages which had been built m and near 
the woods, were ordered to be pulled down, becaufe the inhabitants damaged 
the trees, by cutting or lopping them for fuel. In this part of the county there 
are alfo many rich mines of iron and coal, for the working of which feveral acts 
of parliament have paired and at Tayntcn, a little village near Newent, a mar-
ket town of this county, a gold mine was dilcovered about the year 1700, oi 
which a leafe was granted to fome refiners, who extracted fome gold irom the ore, 
but did not go on with the work, becaufe the quantity of gold was .io ImaJ, as 
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not always to anfwer the expence of the feparation. T h e king has a fwanimote 
court here, as in all royal forefts, to preferve the vert and venifon, of which 
the verdurers are the judges, who are chofen by the freeholders of the county. 
T h e miners too have a court here, in which a fteward, appointed by the con-
fiable of the foreft, prefides ; and juries of miners, who have their particular laws 
and cuftoms, by which they are governed, determine all differences and difputes 
that arife between them. 

This county abounds with grain, cattle, fowl, and game ; the inhabitants have 
alio bacon and cyder in great plenty, each excellent in its kind, and the rivers 
afford great quantities of fifh, efpecialiy the Severn, which abounds with falmon, 
lampreys and conger eels. 

M A N U F A C T U R E S . 

T h e principal manufacture of this county is woollen cloth ; and it was com-
puted, that before our wool began to be clandeftinely exported to France, 50,000 
pieces of cloth were made yearly in this county, which being eitimated at ten ' 
pounds a-piece, the fine with the coarfe, amounts to 500,000!. 

C I V I L and E C C L E S I A S T I C A L D I V I S I O N S . 

This county is divided into thirty hundreds, and contains one city and twenty-
five market towns. It lies in the province of Canterbury, is a diocefe of itfelf, 
and has 280 parifhes. 

C I T Y and M A R K E T T O W N S . 

T h e city is Glocefter; and the market towns are Berkeley, Campden, Chel-
tenham, Cirenceiter, Colford, Great Dean, Durfley, Fairford, Letchiade, Marih-
field, Minching-hampton, Morton in Marfh, Newent, Northleech, Painfwick, 
Sodbury-Chipping, Stanley-Leonard, Stow on the Would, Stroud, Tetbury, 
Tewkfbury, Thornbury, Wickware, Winchcomb, and Wotton under Edge. 

G L O C E S T E R , or G L O U C E S T E R , was originally called by the ancient Britons 
Caerglow, the Fair City, from the beauty of its fituation and buildings: the Bri-
tifh name Caerglow was by the Romans changed into Clevum, or Glevum, to 
which the Saxons afterwards, as was ufual with them, adding Cefter, which fig-
n i fies a caftle or fortification, it was called Gleauceprep, whence the prefent name 
is immediately derived. 

T h e city of Glocefter was made a bifhop's fee by king Henry the Eighth, and 
on refigning its charters in 1672, to king Charles the Second, he granted it a 
new one, in confequence of which it is governed by a fteward, a mayor, a record-
er, twelve aldermen, out of whom the mayor is elected, twenty-fix common 
council men, a town clerk, two fheriffs, chofen yearly out of the common coun-
cil men, a fword-bearer, and four ferjeants at mace. It has twelve incorporated 
companies, and king Edward the Firft held a parliament here in the year 1272, 
in which feveral uleful laws were made, now called the Statutes of Glocefter j 
king Richard the Second alfo held a parliament here, and king Richard the 
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Third in confideration of his having borne the title of duke of Glocefter, before 
lie acquired the crown, added the two adjacent hundreds of Dudfton and Kmgf-
barton to it, gave it his fword and cap of maintenance and made it at county ot 
itfelf, by the lame of the county of the city of Glocefter : but alter the Reiter-
ation, the hundreds were taken away by acc of parliament and the wails ot the 

city razed, becaufe in 1643 it tout its gates againft king Charles the Inrft, who 
befieo-edit. Before that fiege it had eleven pariih churches but iix ol them 
were then demoliihed, and the remaining five, with a cathedral, are lull ttand-
ing. 

The town, which is well built, clean and healthy, itands upon a pleafant Hill 
fecured on the weft fide by a branch of the Severn, navigable by large toips to 
the very key. The cathedral is an ancient but magnificent fabric and has a 
tower, faid to be one of the neateft and moil curious pieces of archite&ure in 
England j and in this church are twelve chapels, adorned with the arms and mo-
numents of many great perfons, and the tombs of king Edward the Second and 
of Robert duke of Normandy, fon of William the Conqueror There is alfo a 
gallery over the eaft end of the choir, leading from one fide or it to the other 
which is deemed a great curiofity, as a whifpering place s it is of ^ e x a g o n a l 
form, confifting of fix fides and fix angles, and is twenty-five yanis , f 

wideft place : one of the fides is a window, yet if two perfons go to t h e ^ dist-
ant parts and whifper, they will be perfectly heard by each 
This cathedral has beautiful cloyfters, and there are a dean and fix preoend, 
belonging to it. 

The city of Glocefter is well provided with hofpitals,, it has an infirmary and 
a charity fthool for above eighty children, feventy of ^ alfo cloathed 
Here is alfo a cattle, which was ereded in the time of William the Conqueror, 
but is now very much decayed; part of " is leafed out by the crown and th 
reft ferves for a prifon, which is indeed one of tne beft in Eng a,ad T ere are 
feveral market houfes, fupported with pil ars, and a town hall, which is called 
the booth-hall. There is a good tone bridge over the "ver befides a k e y a 
wharff, and a cuftom-houfe ; and under the bridge is a machine which iupplies 
the whole place with water. 

Xhf trade of this city was formerly confidcrable, but it has greatly decayed fince 
that of Briftol became fo great:, and now pinmaking is one of its chief manu-
fa&ures. 

" B E R K E L E Y is diftant from London TIT miles, and is ; 
verned by a mayor and aldermen It h » a c h u r c h 

building, and a chanty fchool;; it has o n f i n e d g ft;il ro b e feen. 
condwas impnfoned andthe room n r e c o r d s ^ H o n o r o f B e r_ 
I he manor m which this town h<:s is callea ^ ^ ^ 
keley, and is one of the largefl: in hngtand n e a r thirty pariihes, de-
dred and manv other places in the county, u u b / 5 . wr»tfh 
pending upon L and L lands that are held of it are reckoned to be worth-
30,000!. a-year. C A M P -

V O L . I. K 
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C A M P D E N , or C A M D E N , is fituated on the borders of Worcefterihire, at the 

diftance of 87 miles from London. It was incorporated by k ing James the Firft 
and is governed by two bailiffs, twelve burgeffes, and a fteward. It has a 
church, in which there are many fine marble monuments, the moil fumptuous 
of which is fupported by twelve pillars, and was eredted in memory of Sir Baptift 
Hicks Vifcount Campden, who erefted an almfhoufe for fix poor men and fix 
women,' and rebuilt the market place. Here are alio two charity fchools, one 
for cloathing thirty girls and teaching them to read, knit and fpin; the other is 
for teaching twenty-four poor children to read^ there is likewife a o-rammar 
fchool in this town, endowed with fixty pounds a-year, for the mailer and uiher. 
There are feme remains of a feat built here by lord Campden, which the Roy-
alifts burnt down in the civil wars, that it might not be a garrifon for the par-
liament. This town is famous for its manufacture of ftockings. 

C H E L T E N H A M takes its name from a brook called the Chilt, which falls into 
the Severn, and upon which it is fituated, at the diftance of 9 5 miles from Lon-
don. Here is a charity fchool and an hofpital, founded in 1578, for fix poor 
people, of which the fociety of Jefus College in Oxford are governors. This town 
carries on a confiderable trade in malt, and is much frequented on account of its 
mineral waters, which were difcovered not many years ago, and are purgative 
and diuretic. 

C I R E N C E S T E R , commonly called C I C E T E R , took its name from having been a 
tefier or cafile, upon a fmall river called the Churn, that falls into the Thames at 
Crekelade,_ a borough town of Wiltihire, It is diftantfrom London 85 miles: it 
Is divided into feven wards, and is by fome thought to be the oldeft, and to have 
been formerly the largeft town in the county. King Henry the Fourth gave it a 
charter and feveral privileges, and queen Elizabeth gave it another, by which 
it was governed with a fteward and bailiff, and now it is governed by two high 
conitables and fourteen Wardfmen, who are appointed yearly at the court leet; 
it is a poll town, and maintains a ftage coach to London. It had once three 
parifn churches, but now has only one, in which are twenty-eight windows of 
painted glafs, reprefenting fcripture hiftory, and the hiftory of feveral fathers, 
martyrs, and perfecutors of the Chriftian church, and exhibiting the feveral reli-
gious orders of the church of Rome, from the pope to the mendicant friar. Here 
is a free fchool and a charity fchool for about ninety children, with feveral hof-
pitals and almihoufes. In this town is one of the greateft markets in the king-
dom for wool and woollen manufactures, there having been fome years no lefs 
than 5000 packs of wool brought hither from Leicefterihire, Northamptonihire, 
and Lincolnihire, and fold to the clothiers of Glocefterfhire and Wiltihire. 

C O L F O R D , or C O V E R D , is iituated in the Foreft of Dean, in the road from 
Gloceiler to Monmouth, the chief town of Monmouthihire, at the diftance of 
121 miles from London. Here is a charity fchool, but nothing elfe that deferves , 
notice. 

G R E A T D E A N , or M I C H A E L D E A N , is the principal town in the Foreft of 
Dean, and is diftant 113 miles from London. It confifts chiefly of one ftreet, 
and has a good church, with a handfome fpire 5 its principal manufacture was 

formerly 
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formerly cloth, but now it is pins; the hills round this town abound with iron 
ore, and there are feveral furnaces for melting it, and forges for beating the iron 
into flats: the workmen are very induftrious in difcovering the beds of the old 
cinders, which not being fully exhaufted of the metal, are purchafed of the own-
ers of the land at a good price, and being burnt again in the furnaces, afford 
better iron than the ore new dug from the mines. 

D U R S L E Y is diflant from London 97 miles, and is a corporation, governed by 
a bailiff and four conflables. It is only remarkable for having a manufacture of 
woollen cloth. 

F A I R F O R D took its name from a ford which was formerly in this place, over a 
fmall river that runs into the Thames, called the Coin, on which this town 
itands. It is diflant 78 miles from London; has two good bridges over the 
Coin, and a large handfome church, with twenty-eight windows of the finefl 
painted glafs in England, reprefenting fome of the principal events related in the 
Old and New Teflament, defigned by the famous Italian Albert Durer. T h e 
glafs was found on board a fhip bound to Rome, that was taken as a prize by one 
John Tame, a merchant: when he brought it home to England, he purchafed 
the manor of king Henry the Seventh, and built this church on purpofe to put 
the glafs in it, where, by much care, it has been preferved to this day, 

L E T C H L A D E takes its name from the piece of ground it itands upon, formerly 
called the Lade, and a fmall river that runs near it, called the Lech. It itands 
upon the river Thames, on the borders of Oxfordihire and Berkfhire, at the 
diftance of 74 miles from London. T h e Thames, after having been formed by 
the feveral itreams of the Lech, the Coin, the Churn, and the Ifis, begins to be 
navigable at this town, and barges come to its quay to take in butter, cheele, 
and other goods for London, which renders this place not inconfiderable. 

M A R S H F I E L D is fituated at the diftance of 103 miles from London, in the 
road to Briftol, and on the borders of Wiltfhire. It is governed by a bailiff, and 
confifts chiefly of one ftreet of old buildings, near a mile long; it has a large 
church, and an almfhoufe, with a chapel belonging to it, well endowed, for 
eight poor people. Here is alio a charity fchoel, maintained by the lord of the 
manor. This town carries on a confiderable trade in cloth and malt, and is fa-,, 
mous for its cakes. 

M T N C H I N G - H A M P T O N took its name from an order of nuns at Caen, in Nor-
mandy, called Minchings, to whom it formerly belonged. It is diflant from 
London 90 miles, and is remarkable only for a large church, built in the form 
of a crofs. 

M O R T O N IN M A R S H is diflant from London 83 miles, and within a mile of 
the town in the great road from London to Worcefter, are the four fhire Hones, 
where the counties of Glocefter, Warwick, Oxford, and Worcefter meet. 

NEWENT took its name from an inn called New Inn, which was fet up here 
for the accommodation of paifengers, on their journey to and from Wales.^ It is 
fituated on a fmall river, navigable by boats,' in the Fpreft of Dean, at the dut-

K k 2 a n c e 
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ance of 104 miles from London. It has a handfome church, three almfnoufes* 

and two charity lchools. 

N O R T H L E E C H , or N O R T H L E C H E , fo called f r o m its fituation upon the river 
Leche, about 80 miles from London, is governed b y a bailiff and two conftables. 
It has a neat church, and feveral almihoufes, and a good grammar fchool, which 
is free to all the boys of the town, and endowed w i t h eighty pounds a-year, by 
Htiffh Wei lwold, Efq-, who being afterwards reduced, is faid to have folicited 
the "truftees to be mailer of it, but was denied. B y a decree of Chancery,, in the 
reign of king James the Firft, this fchool was fettled on Queen's college O x -
ford. 

P A I N S W I C K took its name from the ancient lords of it, whofe names were 
Paine. It is pleafantly iituated in the belt air in the county, at the diftance o f 
94 miles from London. It has a large handfome church, with a neat fpire, a 
charity fchool, and a manufa&ure of broad cloth. 

S O D B U R Y - C H I P P I N G is diftant from London 1 0 3 miles, and is an ancient bo-
rough, originally governed by a bailiff, but in 1 6 8 1 it was made a corporation,, 
with a mayor, fix'aldermen, and twelve burgeifes ; it was again difincorporated 
by a proclamation of January 2d, 1688. T h e bailiffs and burgers are ftill 
impowered to diftribute eighty-eight cow paftures to as many of the inhabitants, 
and eight acres of meadow for their own lives and thofe of their widows, and as 
they fall, to grant them again in the like manner. This town being a great 
thoroughfare in the road from Briftol to Cirencefter and Oxfordihire, is well pro-
vided with large inns. ' Here is a fpacious church, though it is but a chapel of 
eafe to Old Sodbury, a village in the neighbourhood; here is alio a free fchool* 
and the greateft cheefe market in England, except Atherfton on the Stour, a 
market town of Warwickfhire, 

S T A N L E Y - L E O N A R D took its name from having been a priory* dedicated to 
St. Leonard. It is diftant from London 95 miles, and beftdes a charity fchool^ 
has nothing worthy of note. 

S T O W ON T H E W O U L D , called in all records, Stow St. Edward, is 7 7 miles 
diftant from London. It ftands fo high, and is fo expofed to the winds, that the 
inhabitants are faid to have, but one element, air^ there being neither wood, 
common, field, nor water, belonging to the town. It has a church, which is a 
large building, with a high tower, and contains feveral monuments ; it has alfo 
an hofpital, almilioufe, and free fchool, beftdes other charitable inftitutions, all 
Well endowed, the poor here being very numerous. T h e fairs of this town are 
famous for hops, cheefe, and efpecially iheep, o f which it is faid that 2,0,00a 
were fold in one Oftober fair. 

S T R O U D ftands u p o n a hi! 1, at the foot of which runs the water called Stroud. 
It is at the diftance of 93 miles from London, has a handfome church, a free 
fchool, a charity fchool, and a workhouie. 

T E T B U R Y , iituated between Chipping-Sodbury and Cirencefter, at the diftance 
of 03 miles from London, is a handfome, populous town, in a healthy air, and 

8 . ' O B 
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on a rifmg ground, but water is fo fcarce in feme dry fummers, as to be fold for 
i s. 6 d. a hogfnead. T h e revenues of this town are managed by a bailiff, chofen 
yearly: it has a large handibme church, a free fchool, and an almihoufe for 
eight poor people; and in the middle of the town is a large market-houfe, for 
the conveniency of the yarn trade, which is the chief article, and a fmall market-
houfe for eheefe, bacon, and other commodities. 

T E W K S B U R Y is fituated at the conflux of the Severn with the A v o n , that runs 
out of Warwickshire, and thefe rivers, with the fmaller ftreams of the CarrOfi 
and the Swallgate, almoft furround the town. It is diftant from London 9& 
miles, and had its firft privileges from king Edward the Second they were con-
firmed by feveral fucceeding kings, and the town was at length reincorporated by 
James the Firft. It is governed by twenty-four burgeffes, two of whom are 
chofen bailiffs yearly, who are the ruling magiftrates, and have jurifdiction within 
the borough, exclufive of the juftices of the peace for the county ; this corpo-
ration was diifolved by proclamation of k ing James the Second. It is a large, 
beautiful, and populous town, confiding of three well built ftreets, and many 
lanes ; it has a bridge over three of the four rivers that run by it, and a church, 
which is one of the largett in England, that is neither collegiate nor cathedral » 
it is adorned with a ftately tower and funeral monuments, particularly feveral o f 
the earls of Gbeef ier and Warwick, prince Edward, fon of Henry the Sixth» 
and the duke of Clarence, brother to Edward the Fourth. Here is a free fchool, 
befides an hofpital, endowed with forty pounds a-year, by the late queen Mary, 
to be paid out of the Exchequer, for the maintainance of thirteen poor people, 
and a reader, who is appointed by the corporation. Near this town is a piece 
of ground called the H a m , which is a courfe for horfe races. T h e chief manu-
facture here is woolen cloth and ftockings, but the town has long been famous 
for milliard balls, which are fent in great quantities into other parts. 

T H O R N B U R Y is fituated two miles from the e after n bank of the Severn, on a 
rivulet that runs into it, and at the diflance o f 106 miles from London. T h e 
town, which gives its name to the hundred, has a cuflomary, or titular mayor, 
twelve aldermen, who mull previoufly have been mayors, and two conflables. 
In the civil wars it was fortified for king Charles the Firft, as a check upon the 
garrifon of Glocefter. T h e church here is large, in form of a cathedral, with 
fpacious ifles on each fide, together with a crofs, and a beautiful high tower at the 
weft end. Flere are four fmall almfhoules, and a free fchool. 

W I C K W A R E is diftant from London 1 0 1 miles. It is a very ancient corpo-
ration, governed by a mayor and aldermen ; the mayor is an alderman ever after. 
T h e town is well watered by two brooks, over one of which is a handfome ftone 
bridge. It has a free fchool, and the neighbouring waftes afford it plenty of 
coal. 

W I N C H C O M B is diftant 8 7 miles from L o n d o n ; it was anciently a county or 
fheriffdom of itfelf, and was a borough in the reign of Edward the^ Confeifor. 
Here is an almihoufe for twelve poor women. T h e inhabitants of this town 
planted tobacco to a very good account, till they were reftrained in the twelfth 
year of king Charles the Second, after which the town by little and little decay-
ed, and is now poor and inconfiderable. 

W O T T O N 
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W O T T O N U N D E R E D G E ftands on a pleafant and fruitful eminence, at the dift-

ance of 99 miles from London. T h e chief magiftrate, who is chofen yearly at 
the court leet, is called a mayor, and is ever after an alderman. It is a pretty 
town, and has a handfome church, with feveral monuments in it of the family of 
Berkeley. There is at this place a free fchool, and an almihoufe for fix poor 
men and fix women. T h e town is fupplied with water which was brought hither 
at the expence of H u g h Perry, Efq-, who was alderman of London in 1632. 

C U R I O S I T I E S . 

Remarkable It is remarkable of the river Severn, that the tides are higher one year at the 
tides. fu l l moon, and the fucceeding year at the new m o o n ; and that one year the night 

tides are higher than the day tides, and the next year the day tides higher than 
the night tides : it is alfo remarkable that the tide of the river W y e , at Chepftow 
bridge, frequently rifes to the height of feventy feet above low water mark and 
in 1738 the bridge was much damaged by the fwell of the river greatly above 
that height. -"X 

A remarkable A t Slvmbridge, a little village on the banks of the Severn, about ten miles 
family. fouth of Glocefter, there is a family of the firname of Knight , which has been 

diftinguiihed for many generations by having five fingers and a thumb on each 
hand. 

Anextraordi- ^ the garden of the manor-houfe of Wickware , is a chefnut tree, which 
nary tree. meafures nineteen yards or fifty-feven feet in circumference, at the height of fix 

feet above the ground, and is fuppofed to have been planted in the reign of k ing 
John, and about the year 1216. 

f e n Park A b o u t half way between the Severn and Briilol, there is a pit in a rock, 
Hole. whence lead ore was formerly dug, called Pen Park H o l e ; the defcent is nar-

row, in form of a tunnel, being about two yards wide, and nearly forty deep; 
having palled through the rock, it opens into a cave feventy-five yards long, for-
ty-one broad, and nineteen high. In this cave there is a pool of fweet water, 
twenty-feven yards long, twelve broad, and five and a half deep. 

Gigantic fke- A t Cirenceiler is a monument of earth called Grifmund's Tower , in the iniide 
kton. of which there were found human bones, faid to have been of an extraordinary 

fize, with fome aihes, in a vefiel of lead, 

St Vincent's On the bank of the river A v o n , near Briilol, is a very high and ileep^ rock, 
K e c k . called St. Vincent's R o c k and on the oppofite bank is the county d iomer-

fet. There are other rocks of an equal fize, which, with the river flowing below 
them, afford a very l inking and romantic profpect, which is heightened by the 
fhips and other veileis that are continually palling between them to and from 
Briilol. In St. Vincent's rock is found a kind of fpars, commonly called Briilol 
Hones, which, before the compofition called French pafte was invented, were 
prized'for their luilre, which came nearer to that of a diamond than any thing 
then known. 

7 A t 
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A t the bottom of this rock is a village called Clifton, where there is a hot me- C M m n ,, 

dicinal fpnng, famous for curing the diabetes and other diforders of the reins 
and bladder. A t a little diftancc is a cold fpring, called Jacob's Wel l , very 
much efteemed in a variety of complaints. 

A t Laffington, a village near Gloceiler, are found certain ilones, called aftroites star ftonesJ 

or itar ltones, rrom their refemblance to a ilar. Some have fuppofed them to be 
parts o f a petrified marine animal; but the general and moil probable opinion is, 
that they are fpecies of corals. T h e y are ilriated from the center to the circum-
ference, and their radii are fometimes prominent above the furface of the mafs ; fome-
times they are level with it, and fometimes fink below it. T h e y are of a greyiih 
colour, and when put into vinegar, will move about for a confiderable time. 

A t Alderley, near Wotton under E d g e , there are fome hills, upon which a Serpentine 
great number of ilones are to be found, in form of cockle and oyiler iliells. A and fcollop 
variety of conjectures have been formed concerning thefe ilones ; fome are of f t o n e s -
opinion that they are a lufus naturae, and others that they are really the ihells of 
fiih, thrown up here by the fea at the univerfal deluge. 

A t Duriley there is a rock of an incredible durability, and yet eafily hewed, Puff ilones. 

called puff ilone by the people in this neighbourhood, who, as a fpecimen of its 
durable quality, fay, that the walls of Berkeley Caille, which have very little ap-
pearance of decay, though they are near 700 years old, have been built with it. 

A t Biiley, a village near Stroud, was born and educated the famous Friar Extraordina-

Bacon, who, from his fuperior learning, and in particular his mathematical know- ry perfons. 
ledge, gained the reputation of a conjurer. H e died in the year 1284, 

In this county was alfo born one Thomas Bright, who in 1708 died, at the 
age of 130 years, having retained his eye fight, and being able to walk about, 
till a few days before his death. In what particular part of the county he refided 
does not appear. 

A N T I Q U I T I E S . 

T h e ancient inhabitants of this county, in common with thole of Oxfordshire 
•were by the Romans called Dobuni, a name generally fuppofed to have been de- £ n d e n t 'nHa" 
rived from Duffen, a Britifh word, which fignifies deep or low, and alludes to the 
fituation of thefe counties, which confift chiefly of plains and Vallies. Some 
however have thought that it was derived from Dcfii, a Britifh word, which ex-
prefied the richnefs of the foil. Soon after the Saxons arrived in Britain the name 
Dobuni was loil, .and the inhabitants of this county were called Wiccii, which 
is fuppofed to be derived from the Saxon word Wic, fignifying the creek of a 
river, and to have been applied to thefe people as bordering upon die Severn, a 
river full o f windings and creeks. 

T h e inhabitants of this county have a proverb, e the father to the bough, the 
s i o n t o t h e plough, ' which alludes to an ancient privilege, by which the" eilate A n d c n t caf" 
of a father, though a felon, d e f e n d e d to the ion. This privilege was confirmed C°mS* 
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to them by a ftatute of the feventeenth of Edward the Second, but it has not 
been claimed many years. T h e cuftom called Borough Engliili ftill remains in 
many parts of this county. It is alfo a cuftom at the miners court, in the Foreft 
of Dean, for a miner who gives teftimony as a witnefs, to wear a particular cap ; 
and that he may not defile Holy writ with unclean hands, he touches the Bible, 
when the oath is adminiftred to him, with a ftick. 

Antiquities of T h e city of Glocefter was a Roman colony, called Colonia Glevum, and was 
Glocefter. governed by a conful. T h e Saxons got poifeflion of it about the year 570, and 

then it became a part of the kingdom of Mercia. T h e Roman way called Er-
ming Street, reaching from St. David's in Pembrokeihire, to Southampton, the 
county town of Hampfhire, paiTes through this city. Forging of iron feems to 
have been the bufinefs of this town as early as "William the Conqueror, when the 
tribute required of it was a certain quantity of iron bars. 

Antiquities of Cirencefter was a town of eminence in the t ime of the Romans, as appears by 
Cirencefter. the many remains of Roman antiquities that have at different times been dug up 

in and near this place, particularly feveral pillars and pavements, fuppofed to have 
been thofe of a temple and bath. It is thought to have been the Corinium men-
tioned by Ptolemy, and the Durocornovium o f Antoninus. T w o Roman consu-
lar ways crofs each other at this place, one o f which is ftill vifible, with a high 
ridge all the way to Birdlip-hills, fouth of Cheltenham, and the other may be 
traced to Creklade, a borough town of Wiltihire. 

Roman pave- A t Woodchefter, a village near Stanley Leonard, a curious Roman pavement of 
ments. mofaic work was difcovered in the year 1722. It is of a confiderable extent, and 

reprefents birds and beafts in their natural colours, befides a variety of other 
devices beautifully executed. And at Cromhall, a village between Wickware 
and Thornbury, was found not long ago another pavement of the fame kind, 
eighteen feet and a half long, and near fifteen feet and a half broad, compofed of 
cubical ftones of beautiful colours ftrongly cemented. 

Antiquities cf The town of Tetbury was once fortified by a caftle, faid to have been built by 
Tetbury and a Q f t h e Britons, above 2000 years ago, b u t the ruins of it are now fcarce 
its neighbour- • 
hood. vifible. 

A t Kingfoot, in the neighbourhood of T e t b u r y , it has been common after a 
fhower of rain, to find Roman coins in the fields, which the people call Cheile-
money; and nor far from this village are ftill to be feen the traces of a large 
camp, now called Bury-hill. 

Beverftone Caftle, about a mile north-eaft of Tetbury, was built in the reign 
of Edward the Third, by Thomas earl of Berkeley, out of the ranfom of the pri-
foners he took at the battle of Poiftiers, under the Black Prince. 

Antici'rtie« of A t Fairford many medals and urns are often d u g up, and in the adjoining fields 
Fairiord?CS ° are feveral barrows, fuppofed to have been raifed over fome considerable perfons, 

who have been (lain here in battle, though it does not appear from hiilory that 
any. battle was fought in or near this place, 

A t 
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A t Thornbury are ftill to be feen the foundations of a magnificent caftle, be- Antiquities of 
gun, but never finiihed, by Edward duke of Bucks, who was beheaded in the Thornbury 

reign of king Henry the Eighth. Tothooi2 

Oldbury, upon the river Severn, and near Thornbury, was a Roman Station ; 
and Antoninus fays that here was the trajeftus or paffage over the Severn. In 
this place are two large Roman camps ; and at Alvefton, not far from Oldbury, 
is a large round camp on the edge of a hill, from whence there is a pleafant prof», 
peel of the Severn: near the camp is a large barrow, in which were found fe-
veral itone coffins with bones in them and at a place called Caillehill, not far 
from hence, is another camp ftill to be feen, being an oblong fquare with a fingle 
ditch. 

E C C L E S I A S T I C A L A N T I Q ^ U I T I E S. 

T h e city of Glocefter was one of the fees of the ancient Britiih biihops, and 
one Eklad is faid to have been bifhop of it in the year 490. 

Wuiphere the firft Chriftian king of Mercia, is faid to have begun a church 
and monaftery here, which were finiihed by his brother and fucceffor, Ethelred, 
about the year 680, through the care of Ofric his nephew, and at that time his 
viceroy in thefe parts, but afterwards king of Northumberland. It was dedicated 
to St. Peter. Over this monaftery three fucceifive queens- prefided during more 
than ninety years ; in the time of the civil wars that followed, it became defo-
late, and continued fo fifty years, but fome fecular priefts were placed in it about 
82 by Bernulph king of Northumberland ; thefe priefts were turned out, and 
Benedictine monks put in about the year 1022, by command of king Canute, 
and at the mitigation of Wolitan bifhop of Worcefter. His fucceffor, bifhop 
Aid red, about the year 1058, new built the abbey church in a place nearer the 
city where it formerly flood, and after the Conqueft, abbat Serlo, the Conquer-
or's chaplain, much increafed the number of monks, and the revenues, which 
amounted at the diffolution to 1946I. 5 s. 9 d. per annum. 

Some of the legendary writers report that a Stately monaftery was built here in 
honour of St. Ofwald the king and martyr, about the year 660, by Merwald, 
viceroy of the weftern'part of Mercia, and Domneva his wi fe ; it is alio re-
ported upon better authority, that in the year 909, Ethelred, earl of Mercia, and 
the famous Elfieda, daughter of king Alfred, his countefs, tranflating the relicks 
of St. Ofwald from Bardney, near Lincoln in Lincolnfhire, to this place, found-
ed here a.religious houfe, which being deferted by the monks in the Danifli wars, 
became a college of fecular priefts: it was then accounted a free chapel royal, 
exempt from the jurifdi&ion of the archhifhop of Canterbury, or the bifhop of 
Worcefter, but king William Rufus gave it to the archbiihops of York, in lieu 
of their claims to Lindfay, one of the three divifions of Lineoinfhire, and to 
other parts in that county, which they quitted to the bifnop of Lincoln, Henry 
Murdac, archbifhop of York, in the year 1153, placed here a certain number of 

V O L , L ' L i • ' ^ re-



G L O C E S T E R S H I Ru E. 

regular canons of the order of St. Auftin, feven of whom continued till the dif-
folution, w h e n the revenues, were valued at 901. 10s. 2d. per annum. 

Here was a priory of Black canons of the order of St.. Auguftine, founded by 
king Ethelftan. 

King Henry the Third founded in the parifh church of St. Nicholas, near the 
Weft Bridge, in this city, a priory or hofpital dedicated to St. Bartholomew, f o r 
four infirm brothers and filters, under the government of a prior or matter-
In this hofpital were once maintained fifty-two poor men,, but afterwards it con-
futed of a mafter, three brethren, and thirty-two poor men and women. In 
Dugdale and Speed's valuations there are two hofpitals o f the name of St. 
Bartholomew in the city of Glocefter, one rated at 441. 7s . 2d . per annumy and 
the other at 251. u s . 2 d. per annum. 

A houfe or college of Black friars was founded near the Caftle Yard of 
Glocefter, by king Henry the Third and Sir Stephen de Hernefhull, about the 
year 1239. 

One of the lord Berkeleys founded here, not far from the South Gate, in the 
parifh of St. Mary Cript, an houfe of Grey friars before the year 1268. 

There was a priory of Carmelite or White friars,, in the fuburb, without the 
North Gate, faid to be founded by queen Eleanor, Sir Thomas Gilford, and Sir 
Thomas Berkeley, in the time of king Henry the Third. 

North of St. Margaret's Church, in the pariih of St. John Baptift of this 
city, there is an hofpital dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen, but now called S t . 
James's Hoipital, which maintains nineteen poor people*, at x s . 6 d . , per week-
each. 

A t Tetbury there was a religious houfe before the year 68o9 but no account 

of it is extant. 

A t Tewkibury there was a monaftery firftr built and endowed by two brothers^ 
Oddo and Doddo, dukes of Mercia, about the year 715. It was dedicated to 
the Viroln Mary, and having fuffered much during the civil and Damih wars,, 
became a priory to Cramborn, in Dorfetihire, about the year 980 but Robert 
Fitz Haimon,. a noble Norman, who came in with William the Conqueror, en-
larged the buildings and encreafed the poiTeffions fo much, that about^ the year 
1102, the monks of Cramborn chofe to remove hither, and make this their prin-
cipal houfe. After that it became a great abbey of Benedi&ine monks, who at 
the fuppreffion were pofTeiTed of revenues worth 15981. i s . 3d., a-year. Here 
was a houfe of lepers before the firft year of king John.. 

Doddo, the duke or chief nobleman of Mercia, one of the founders of the 
monaftery at Tewkfbury, who became himfelfa monk at Parfliore, a market town 
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o f Worcefterihire, is faid to have built a monaftery at Deerhurft, two miles fouth 
of Tewkfbury, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, in memory of his brother Alrna-
ric, buried in this place. It was afterwards deftroyed by the Danes, but rebuilt 
and again inhabited before the year 980. King Edward the Confeffor gave it, 
with all the lands belonging to it, to the Benedictine monks of the abbey of St. 
Dennis, in France, to which it became a cell by thefe monks it was fold to 
Richard earl of Cornwall in the year 1250, when it had eight lordiliips, and was 
accounted worth 300 marks a-year. Af ter many alienations it at k i t became a 
cell to Tewkfbury Abbey, and fo continued till the difiblution. 

A t Winchcomb king Offa is faid to have built a nunnery in 787: and in 798 
king Kenulph laid the foundation of a itately abbey for 300 monks, and dedi-
cated it to the Virgin Mary. Its lands being afterwards alienated, and its bitho-
pric become corrupt, Ofwald, who was bifhop of Worcefter in 985, reformed 
the difcipline, recovered the lands, and dedicated the houfe to St. Kenulph, the 
martyred fon of the founder. A t the general diifolution it was in the poffeffion 
of Benedictine monks, and valued at 7591. u s . 9 d. per annum. 

A t Cheltenham was a monaftery in the year 803, of which no particulars are 
recorded. 

A t Henbury, a village about two miles from St. Vincent's Rock, was alfo a 
monaftery in very early times, of which there is no account extant. 

A t Weftbury on Trin, two miles north-weft of Briftol, there was a monaftery 
before the year 824, but being forfaken and in ruins, in the year 1093 it was 
rebuilt, and dedicated to the Virgin M a r y ; the old poffeffions were reco-
vered, new ones were added, and "the monks reftored, by Wulftan bilhop of 
Worcefter, who made it a cell to the priory of Worcefter : the monks were again 
removed by his fucceifor bifhop Sampfon, in the time of king Henry the Firft 
but in 1288, Godfrey Giffard, bifhop of Worcefter, eftabliihed a college for a 
dean and canons. It was dedicated to the Holy Trinity, and was afterwards aug-
mented by many benefactions, fo that at the diifolution it was valued at 33 21. 14s. 
per annum. 

A t Beckford, upon the borders of Worcefterfhire, was a monaftery before the 
year 803, which was given by king Henry the Firft to the Auguftine monks of 
the abbey of St. Martin and St. Barbara," in Normandy, to which it became a 
cell. 

A t Berkeley there was a nunnery long before the Conqueft, which was fup-
preifed by the villainous contrivance of Godwin earl of Kent, who procured many 
of the nuns and the abbefs herfelf to be debauched, in the time of king Edward 
the Confeffor. 

A n hofpital of St. James and St. John in this place, is mentioned in a deed 
of the twelfth year of king Henry the Third, but no particulars are known 
about it. ^ ^ 
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A t Boxwell, a village near Wotton under Edge, there was a nunnery, which 
is faid to have been deitroyed by the Danes. 

A t Cirenceiler there was a rich college of prebendaries before the Conqueft % 
and in 1117 king Henry the Firil built here a ftately abbey for Black canons; he 
dedicated it to the Virgin Mary, and it was fo liberally endowed by him, and by 
feveral fucceeding kings, that at the diffolution it was valued at 10511. 7s . id* 
per annum. 

A n hofpital dedicated to St. John the Evangeliil, was alfo founded here by 
king Henry the Firil, for three poor men and three poor women. It is yet in 
being, and thefe fix poor perfons have each an allowance of i s . 8d. weekly, 
and a fnare of the fines for the renewal of leafes of the lands with which the 
hofpital is endowed, when they happen. 

St. Laurence's hofpital in this town was founded in the time of Edward the 
Third, by Edith, lady of one Wigold, for a mailer and two poor women. T h e 
mailer formerly was nominated by the abbat, but is now presented by the king. 
T h e two poor women have now about 2 s. 6 d. per week each. 

St. Thomas's Hofpital was founded for four decayed weavers, by Sir William 
Nottingham, who died in the year 1427. This alfo is yet in being, under the 
government of the weaver's company. 

A t Stow on the Would there was an hofpital, faid to have been founded 
by Ailmar, who was earl of Cornwall and Devonshire, about the year 1010. 
It was dedicated to the Floly Trinity, and intended for the maintenance of 
poor women and a chaplain. T h e revenues of it amounted to 251. 14s. 8d. 
yearly. 

A t Kinley, fouth of Stanley, there was an ancient priory, endowed with the 
manor. It was dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and at length became a college or 
free chapel of fecular prieils. 

A t Woodcheiler, probably in the time of Edward the Confeflor, Gueta, wife 
to Godwin earl of Kent, is faid to have built a religious houfe, to attone for her 
huiband's guilt in corrupting the nuns at Berkeley. 

King William the Conqueror gave the manor of Newent to the abbat and 
convent of Cormeile, in Normandy, who fent over a prior and fome Benedi&ine 
monks, and here was a cell fubordinate to that foreign monailery. 

Roger Montgomery, earl of Shrewfbury, in the time of William the Con-
queror, endowed the abbey of St. Martin, which he founded at Troarn, in Nor-
mandy, with the manor of Horiley, north-eail of Duriley, and a prior and monks 
were fettled here, dependant upon that foreign monailery. This houfe after-

wards 
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wards became a cell to the convent of Bruton, in Somerfetihire : it was at length 
totally deftroyed, but continued to be a parcel of the eftate of Bruton monaftery 
till the diifolution. 

A t Lanthony, near Glocefter, Milo, earl of Hereford, in the year 1136, 
founded a monaftery, dedicated to the Virgin Mary and St. John Baptift, for 
the Black canons of Lanthony, in Monmouthfhire, who were driven out of their 
habitation by the Welch. A t the diifolution it was endowed with 7481. 19 s. 11 cL 
a-year. 

A t Flaxley, a village in the Foreft of Dean, Roger, the fecond earl of He-
reford after the Conqueft, built an abbey in the time of king Stephen, for Cif-
tertian monks. It was dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and at the fuppreifion 
had nine monks in it, whofe yearly revenues were rated at 1121. 3 s. 1 cL 

In the church of St. Leonard at Stanley, there was a fmall monaftery of a 
prior and canons, which being given by Roger Berkeley, in the year 1146, to 
St. Peter's in Glocefter, became a cell of Benediftine monks to that abbey. A t 
the time of the diifolution here were only three monks, and the annual revenues 
of the houfe amounted to 71I . 6 s. 8d. 

T h e Ciftertian monks of Kingfwood, in Wiitihire, north-eaft of Briftol, hav-
ing obtained Hafelton, near Cheltenham, about the year 11533 tranflared their 
abbey thither ; but in the time of Henry the Second they returned to Kingf-
wood. 

A t Brimsfield there was an alien priory of Benedi&ine monks, which was a cell 
to the abbey of St. Stephen at Fountenay, in Normandy. 

A t Longbridge, near Berkeley, a priory or hofpital was founded by Maurice, 
lord Berkeley, in the time of king Henry the Second. It was dedicated to the 
Holy Trinity, and afterwards augmented with two chantry priefts, by William, 
marquis of Berkeley. 

A t Lorwing, near Berkeley, the fame Maurice lord Berkeley is faid to have 
founded an hofpital in the time of king Henry the Second.. 

A t Quevington, near Fairford, there was a. preceptory of Knights hofpitalers 
of St. John of Jerufalem, to whom this manor was given, by Agnes de Lalceo, 
or Lacy, and her daughter Sibylla, before the reign of king John.. It was va-
lued upon the diifolution at 1371. 7s, 1 d. per annum. 

William Longefne, earl of Saliibury, in the year 1222 gave the manor of 
Hethorp, fomewhere in this county, to certain monks and brethren of the Car-
thufian order, affigned part of his revenues towards the building of a monaftery 
for them here i and by his will, made in the year 122.5, he bequeathed to them church-
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church-plate, veilments, relkks, and a ftock of cattle-, but the religious here, 
after fome few years flay, not liking their habitation, prevailed with the countefs 
Eia, relia of their founder, to remove them to Henton, near Bath, a city-
of Somerfetfhire. 

A t Hales, near Winchcomb, Richard earl of Cornwall, and afterwards king of 
the Romans and emperor of Germany, began in the year 1246, and, at the ex-
pence of ren thoufand marks, finiihed in the year 1251, a noble abbey for monks 
of the Ciftertian order, brought from Beaulieu, near New Forefc, in Hamp-

ihire. It was dedicated to the Virgin Mary and A l l Saints, and valued upon the 
vdiffolution at 3 571. 7 s, 8 d. per annum. 

A t Letchlade a priory of black canons, or rather an hofpital, for a mailer or 
prior, and certain poor and infirm brethren, dedicated to St. John Baptiil, was 
founded upon a piece of ground called Lade, near a bridge over the'Thames, 
from hence called St. John's Bridge, given to this ufe by the lady Ifabel Ferrers, 
wife of H u g h Mortimer, before the thirtieth of king Henry the Third ; but 
this houfe being decayed, king Edward the Fourth, in the twelfth year of his 
reign, gave his mother, Cicely, dutchefs of York, leave to get it diifolved, and 
then to apply the revenues of it to the endowing of a perpetual chantry of three 
prieils, at the altar of St. Mary, in the parifn church here, which continued till 
Dean Underwood, in the time of Henry the Seventh, found means to place two 
of thefe chantry prieils at Wallingford College, in Berkihire, while the third re-
mained at Letchlade. 

A t Mangersfield, fouth of Chipping-Sodbury, there was a nunnery, of which 
no accounts are extant. 

A t Minching Hampton it is faid that there was a nunnery before the Con-
.queil, but there are no accounts of it. 

T h e manor of this place was given by William the Conqueror to the nunnery 
of the Holy Trinity, at Caen, in Normandy and after the feizure of the lands , 
of the foreign monaileries, it was given by king Henry the Sixth and king Ed-
ward the Fourth, to the nuns of Sion, in Middlefex, and as a part of that nun-
nery, was valued upon the diffolution at 117I . 16s. u d . per annum. 

A t Marfhfield, north-eail of Briftol, upon the borders of Wiltshire, it is faid 
there was a nunnery, of which we have no accounts. 

^ A t Wotton under Edge, licence was granted in the twenty-third year of king 
Edward the Third, for founding a houfe of Croffed or Crouched friars, and en-
dowing it with lands to the yearly value of ten pounds, 
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M E M B E R S of P A R L I A M E N T for this C O U N T Y -

This county fends eight members to Parliament: two knights of the ihire for 
the county, two members for the city of Glocefteiy two for the borough of Ci-
•Beaceffcer, and two for Tewkibury., 
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N A M E . 

J H I S county was anciently called Hamtunj-cyjie, from Hampton, fince 
JL called Southampton, the name of the county town. It was afterwards cal-

led Hamtefcbyre, whence the prefent names Hants and Hampshire are imme-
diately derived. 

B O U N D A R I E S , E X T E N T and S I T U A T I O N . 

Hampihire is bounded by Dorfetihire and Wiltihire on the weft, by Berkihire 
oit the north, by the counties of Surry and Suflex on the eaft» and by the Eng~ 
lifh Channel on the fouth. It extends 64 miles from fouth to north, 36 fronv 
weft to eaft, and is, exclufive of an ifland called the Iile of Wight, of which a 
feparate account will be given, 150 miles in circumference: the city of Win-
chefter, which is fituated nearly in the middle of the county, is 67 miles fouth-
weft of London. 
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R I V E R S . 

The chief rivers of this county are the Avon, the Teft, and the Itching. The 
Avon was by Ptolemy called the Alaun, and this probably was the original name 
of it; for the names of feveral neighbouring villages ftill bear fome fimilittide to 
the name Alaun, as Allinton and Allingham ^ and Avon, being the appellative 
name for a river in the ancient Britiili language, cannot be fuppofed to have been 
then the proper name of any. The Avon rifes in Wiltfhire, and paffes throuo-h 
Salifbury, where it begins to be navigable; it enters Hampshire at Charford, a 
village near Fordingbridge, a market town of this county, and runs fouthward 
by Ringwood, another market town, to Chrift-Church, a large and populous 
borough, near which it receives the Stour, a coniiderable river from Dorfet-
ihire, and falls, into the Engliih Channel. 

The Teft, or Tefe, called alfo the Anton, was by Ptolemy called the Tri-
fanton, which ihould be read Traith Anion, or the Bay of Anton. This river 
rifes in the north part of Hampfnire, and running fouthward, forms feveral iHands 
at Stockbridge, a borough town of this county, and then p ailing by Rum fey, a 
market town, it falls into an arm of the fea, which reaches feveral miles up the 
country, and is called Southampton Bay. 

The Itching, called alfo the Aire, rifes at Chilton Candover, a village near 
Alresford, a market town of this county : from thence it runs fouth-weft to the 
city of Winchefter, and from that city direitly fouth, till it falls into Southamp-
ton Bay ; having been made navigable from Winchefter to. Southampton in the 
time of William the Conqueror. 

A I R , S O I L , and N A T U R A L P R O D U C T I O N S, 

The air of this county is for the moft part pure and healthy,, efpecially upon 
the downs, which crofs the county from eait to weft, dividing it nearly into equal 
parts ; and it is obferved, that the vapours in the low grounds that are next the 
fea, are not fo pernicious as in other countries. The hilly parts are barren, and. 
lit only for. fneep, but the lower grounds produce a great quantity of grain, par-
ticularly'wheat and barley. In the breed of horned cattle here,, there is nothing-
particular ; but in fneep and hogs 'this county excells all others. Thé iheep are: 
remarkably fine,, both in their fieili and their wool, and as the hogs are never put;* 
into ftyes, but. fupplied with great plenty of acorns,, the bacon is by far the beft 
in England, Hampihire is alio, particularly famous for its honey,, of which it is. 
faid to- produce the beft .and the worft in Britain ; the honey collëétèd upon the 
heath is reckoned the worft, and that of the champain country the beft,. This, 
county is abundantly fupplied with fea and river fiih, as well as with game of all 
kinds. It has'more wood than any other county in England, efpecially oak, and 
the greateil part of the Engliih navy .is. built and repaired with the timber of 
this, county.,, ' ^ , f 
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M A N U F A C T U R E S and T R A D E . 

T h e chief manufacture is kerfeys and cloth, in which a good foreign trade is 
carried on, from the many ports and harbours with which this county abounds, 

C I V I L and E C C L E S I A S T I C A L D I V I S I O N S . 

Hampshire, exclufive of the lile of W i g h t , is divided into thirty-ninehun-
dreds, and has one city and twenty market towns. It lies in the province of Can-
terbury and diocefe of Winchefter, and contains 253 pariihes. 

C I T Y and M A R K E T T O W N S . 

T h e city is Winchefter ; and the market towns are Alresford, Alton, Ando-
ver, Bafmgftoke, Chrift-Church, Farham, Fordingbridge, Gofport, Havana, 
Xingiclere, Lemington, Odiham, Petersfteld, Portfmouth, Ringwood, Rumiey, 
Southampton, Stockbridge, Waitham, and Whitchurch. 

W I N C H E S T E R , or W I N - T O N , was by the old Saxons called Wintonceafter, 
from the Britiih name Gwent-Caer, a word compounded of Given or Gwin, white, 
and Caer, a city j and this name it probably acquired from its Situation in a valley, 
fur-rounded with hills of chalk or whitiih clay. 

This city is governed, according to a charter of queen Elizabeth, by a mayor, 
a high iteward, a recorder, an unlimited number of aldermen, (out of whom are 
choien fix juftices) two coroners, two bailiffs, twenty-four common cauncil men, 
a town clerk, four conftables, and four ferjeants at mace. 

Winchefter is about a mile and a half in compafs, and almoft Surrounded with 
a wall built of flint, having fix gates in it, with fuburbs leading to each from 
the adjacent country. T h e buildings in general are mean, but the ftreets are 
broad and clean ; there is alfo a great deal of void ground within the walls, forme 
part of which is laid into gardens, that are Supplied upon occafion with water 
from little canals on each fide of the high ftreet. In this ftreet is the guild-hall, 
which was rebuilt not many years ago, and the ftatue of queen A n n e fet up 111 
the front of it. In this hal f are held two courts of record, on every Friday and 
Saturday. A t the eaft gate of the city there is an hofpital dedicated to St. 
John, in the hall of which hofpital the mayor and bailiffs give their public en-
tertainments. A t one end of this hall is the picture of king Charles the Second, 
by Sir Peter Li l ly , and at the other, a large table of all the mayors and ^ bailiffs 
of Winchefter, from the year 11 84 •, and here are alio tables of benefaitions to 
this city during the Saxon reigns, and from Henry the Second to Charles the 
Second. On the weft fide of this city there was a caftle, part of which now is 
the town-hall, Supported upon marble pillars, where the affizes are kept. On 
this fide of the city king Charles the Second fet Sir Chriftopher W r e n upon 
building a royal palace, the fituation being extreamly fine for fuch a purpoie: 
the building was almoft compleated, but the king dying before it was hmShed, 
it lay neglected, fo that now nothing remains of it but the Shell. T h e foutii 
fide of this palace meaiures 216 feet, and the weft front 326. 
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The epifcopal palace in this city was built by biihop Blois in the time of king 

Stephen; it was almoil furrounded by the river Itching, and was adorned and 
fortified with feveral turrets. It was demoliihed by the parliament army in the 
reign of king Charles the Firit, but rebuilt by biihop Morley, in the reign of 
Charles the Second, and fitted up by Dr. Trelawney, the fucceeding biihop. 

The fee of Wincheiter is one of the richeft in the kingdom, and was firft 
founded by Kinegulfe, a king of the Mercians, whole fon tranilated the fee of 
Dorchefter hither in the year 663, and although the diocefe of Sherborn was 
taken out of this fee by king Ina, yet it became afterwards fo rich, that when 
Edward the Third would have preferred its biihop, Edendon, his favourite, to 
the fee of Canterbury, he refufed it, faying, that c though Canterbury was the 
4 higheft rack, Wincheiter was the better manger.' There are fome privileges, 
and immunities appendant to this fee, obtained by William of Wickham, when 
he was biihop of it, in the reign of king Edward the Third, fuch as, that 
the biihops of Wincheiter ihould be prelates of the moit noble order of the gar-
ter, and chancellors to the archbiihops of Canterbury. 

The city of Wincheiter had formerly no lefs than thirty-two pariih churches* 
of which at prefent fix only remain. The cathedral is a large and venerable 
fabric, begun by biihop Walkelin about the year 1070, and finiihed by William 
of Wickham, of whom there is a ftatue in a nich over the great window, op-
pofite the choir. Initead of a fteeple or fpire, this church has only a fhort tower 
with a flat covering, as if the top of it had fallen away, and it had been cover-
ed in haite, to keep out the rain. The length of this cathedral from eaft to weft 
is 545 feet, including a chapel at the eaft end called Our Lady's Chapel, which 
is fifty-four feet long ; and the breadth of the body and crofs iiles eighty-ieven 
feet: the choir is 136 feet long, and forty broad; the length of the great crofs 
ifie is about 186 feet, and the tower in the middle is 150 feet high; the nave or 
weftern body of the church is above 300 feet long, and is reckoned the moft 
fpacious in England. The roof of the choir is adorned with the coats of arms of 
the Saxon and Norman kings, the gift of biihop Fox. The font in this church 
was ere&ed in the time of the Saxons ; it is of black marble, and of a fquare 
figure, and is fupported by a plain itone pedeftal; the fides are ornamented with 
fculptures in baffo relievo, rep re fen ting the miracles of fome faint belonging to 
this church. The afcent to the choir is by eight fteps, at the top of which are 
two copper ftatues finely caft, one of king James the Firit, on the right hand, 
and the other of king Charles the Firit, on the left. The bifhop's throne is the 
gift of biihop Trelawney the pediment of it is adorned with a mitre and the 
arms of the fee, fupported. by fluted columns of the Corinthian order. The ftalls 
of the dean and prebendaries are adorned with gilt fpire work, before which 
ftands an eagle with its wings expanded, on a brafs pedeftal. The afcent to the 
altar is of marble fteps, and the pavement is very curious, being inlaid with mar-
ble of different colours, and forming a variety of figures. The altar-piece, which 
is by much the nobleft in England, is the gift of biiliop M o r l e y i t confifts of 
a lofty canopy of wood-work,, projecting over the communion table like a cur-
tain, with gilt feftoons hanging down from it, and other ornaments. The com-
munion rail is neat,, and on each fide of the altar are ftone vafes with golden, 
-flames iifuing out to the roof of the church. The great eaft window is remark-
able for the fine paintings upon the glafs,, representing feveral faints and. biihops-of 
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this church. •> it is {till intire, fo alio is the weft window, which is of painted 
glafs, though inferior to the other. 

In this cathedral were buried feveral of our Saxon kings, whole bones were 
collected by biihop Fox, and put into fix gilded coffins which he p l a c e d upon a 
wall in the fouth fide of the choir. Here lies the marble coffin ot William Ru~ 
fus, which being opened by the foldiers in the civil wars under king Charles the 
Firft, they found on his thumb a gold ring adorned with a ruoyv tfiihop Lang-
ton built a neat chapel on the fouth fide of Our Lady's Chapel, in this cathe-
dral, in the middle of which he lies interred under a ftately marble tomb -s and 
bifnop Fox, who lies buried on the fouth fide of the high altar, has a fine mo-
nument ereCted over him. Here are leveral other pompous monuments, among 
which is that of William of Wickham, which is of white marble richly gilt; it 
was erefted by himfelf about thirteen years before his death, in the body ot the 
church, and is adorned with the enfigns of the order of the Garter, of which he 
was the firft prelate, joined with his epifcopal robes, all painted m their proper 
colours. Here alfo is a very fine monument over the earl of Portland, who wax 
lord high treafurer of England in the reign of king Charles the Firft. This mo-
numentconfiils of a ftatue of the earl, in copper, at full length, armed with his 
head raifed on three cuihions of the fame metal. On the fouth fide of the navw 
is a marble ftatue of Sir John Cloberry, who, when he was o n l y a private centi-
nel, had a good eftate given him, and was raifed to the d i g n i t y of knighthood by 
king Charles the Second, for his fidelity when he was employed as meifenger be-
tween general Monk and the king's friends, relative to the reftoration. The 
cH-ay of this city have pleafant and elegant lodgings in the clofe belonging ,o 
thisfathedral; the deanry in particular is a very Ihandfome 
wardens, which are very pleafant, but are fubjed to be overflowed by the river,, 
which runs through the middle of them. 

Near the bifhop's palace is the college of St. Mary, commonly called W i n c h e -

iter College, the foundation of which was laid in 1387, by William ox Wick-
ham, and it was finifhed in 1393. By his charter of foundation he appointed a 
cuftos or warden, feventy fcholars, ftudents in grammar, ten perpetual chaplains, 
now called fellows, three other chaplains, three clerks, 
an organift, and fixteen chorifters, who, with their tenants, were freed for evei 
from all taxes. The allowance to the wardens, mailers, and fellows, is very 
confiderable, and they have handfome apartments joining to the college I h e 
coUege confiils of two large courts, in which are the f c h o o l a chapel and lodg-
ings for the mailers and fcholars and beyond the courts there is a large cloif-
ter with fome ground inclofed for the fcholars to play in. Upon the glafs of 
one of the chapd windows, there are excellent paintings and in the middle or 
the cloifters is a library , the building is of ftone, and well contrived to prevent 
anv accident by fire. Over the door of the fchool is an excellent ftatue of the 
founder made by Mr. Cibber. Many learned and great men have been edu-
catedin' this fchool, where, after a cerkin time, the fcholars have exhibitions, * 
they are Inclined, io ftudy in the New College at Oxford, founded by the fame 
benefaClor. 

There is alfo in this city a magnificent h o f p i t a l called the Hofpital of'theHoly 
Crofs, The church of this hofpital is in form of a crofs, and has a large fquare 



h a m p s h i r e . 

tower. -By the inftitution of the founder, every traveller that knocks at the -door 
of this houfe in his way, may claim the relief of a manchet of white bread and a, 
cup of beer, of which a good quantity is fet apart daily, to be given away, and 
what is left is diftributed to other poor, but none of it is kept to the next day. 
T h e revenues of this hofpital were to be appropriated to the maintenance of a 
mailer and thirty penfioners, called fellows or brothers -, for thefe handfome 
apartments were allotted, but the number is now reduced to fourteen, though 
the mailer has an appointment of 800h a-year. T h e penfioners wear black 
gowns, go twice a-day to prayers, and have two hot meals a-day, except in Lent, 
when they have bread, butter, cheefe, and beer, and twelve fhillings in money, 
to buy what other provifions they chufe. Thefe penfioners ufed formerly to be 
decayed gentlemen, but of late they are broken tradefmen, put in at the pleafure 
,of the mailer. 

A n infirmary was lately eftabliihed in this town by voluntary fabfeription, 
procured chiefly by the reverend Dr. Alured Clarke. 

In the north quarter of this town is part of an old monaftery ftill Handing, 
now called Hide-houfe, where feme Roman catholics refide, have a chapel, and 
behave fo well that they are not molefted. 

Here are three charity fchools, two of them fupported by a fubfeription of 
220I. a year, of which one is for fifty boys, and the other for thirty girls, who 
are all cloathed and put out apprentices ; the third, which is fupported by the 
bounty of a fingle perfon, is for teaching 250 boys, who are not cloathed nor ap-
prenticed. In the cathedral church-yard there is a college ereded and endowed 
by bifhop Morley in 1672, for ten widows of clergymen. 

T h e plains and downs about this city, which continue with very few intersec-
tions of rivers or vailles for above fifty miles, render this country very pleafant 
to thole who love an open fituation and extenfive proipect. T h e city and neigh-
bourhood abound with perlons of fortune, though there is neither trade nor ma-
nufacture that deferves notice. 

A L R E S F O R D probably took its name from its fituation near the river Aire, now 
called the Itching. It is diftant from London 60 miles, in the road to Winche-
ster, and is an ancient borough town, governed by a bailiff and eight burgeffes : 
the buildings are faid to be neat, but are no where particularly defcribed. 

A L T O N is diftant from London 50 miles, in the road from that city to Win-
cl efter and Southampton. Here is a charity fchool for forty boys and twenty 
girls, but nothing elle, worthy of note. 

A N D O V E R derives its name from its fituation on a fmail river called the Ande. 
It is diftant from London 66 miles, and is faid to have had its firft charter from 
kino- John -, it was laft incorporated by queen Elizabeth, and is governed by a 
bailiff, a fteward, a recorder, two juftices, and twenty-two capital burgeffes, 
who annually chufe the bailiff, and the bailiff appoints two ferjeants at mace to 
attend him. This town is large, handfome, and populous, and is pleafantly fitu-
iited on the edge of the downs, in the great road from London to WiltihirÀ 
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Here is an almfhoufe for the maintenance of fix poor men -5 there is alfo a tree 
fchool, which was founded in 1569, and a charity fchool for thirty boys. In 
this town are made great quantities of malt, but its chief manufacture is Wal-
loons. ; 

B A S I N G S T O K E Hands at the diitance of 4 8 miles from London, in the road to 
Andover. It is a large populous town, and is governed by a mayor, a recorder, 
feven aldermen, feven capital burgeifes, with other officers. In this town is the 
pariih church; here are alio the ruins of a chapel, built by William the firit lord 
Sandys, in the reign of king Henry the Eighth, a free fchool, and three charity 
fcjbools, in one of which twelve boys are taught, cloathed, and maintained, by 
the Skinners company in London. This town has a great market for all forts 
of corn, especially barley, and a confiderable trade in malt. T h e chief manu-
facture is druggets and mailoons. 

C H R I S T - C H U R C H was anciently called Twinam-bourne, from its fituation be-
tween the two rivers Avon and Stour, near their conflux, and has borrowed its 
prefent name from the dedication of its church to Chrift.. It is diftant from L o n -
don f c o miles, and is governed by a mayor, a recorder, aldermen, bailiffs, and 
common council men. The chief - manufactures are filk itockings and gloves. 

F A R H A M ¿bands at the diitance of 6 5 miles from London. It is a pleafant 
town, but of very little note. 

- v 
F O R D I N G B R I D G E is another obfcure town, fituated on the river Avon, at the 

diitance of 85 miles from London. It was once much larger, having fuffered 
greatly by fire. 

G O S P O R T is fituated over againft Portfmouth, on the other fide at the entrance o f 
Portfrnouth-harbour. It is diftant from London 74 miles. This town, though on a 
different fide of the harbour, and in a different pariih, generally goes by the name 
of Portfmouth, being confidered, in regard to Portfmouth, as Southwark is to* 
London, except that there is no bridge to unite them -» boats however are conti-
nually paffing from the one to the- other. Gofport is. a large town,, and has a 
great trade 5 • it. is inhabited chiefly by the failors and their wives, and the war-
rant officers j and travellers generally chufe to lodge here, on account, that every 
thing is considerably cheaper and more convenient than, in Portfmouth.. Hero-
is a noble hofpitil for the cure of the fick and wounded failors in. the fervice of 
the navy, and there is- alio a free fchool in this town.. 

H A V A N T is a little town, about 6 3 miles from London, of no note but for its. 
market. - - . -.' .• 

K I N G S C L E R E is pleafantly fituated 011 the downs,, bordering upon Berkfhire. 
at. the diitance of 52. miles from -London, and was once the feat of the Saxon-
kings of this, county, as its name'feems to import. 

L E M I N G T O N , or L Y M I N G T O N - , . is pleafantly fituated upon a hill- that com-
mands. a fine profpeCr. of the Lie of Wight, at the diitance of 85 miles from Lon-
don. .-ix This is a corporation by prefcription,. confifting of a mayor,, aldermen,, 

and. 
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and burgeffes, without limitation; the mayor is chofen by the burgefles, and 
¿worn at the court of the lord of the manor. The town is fmall, but populous; 
it (lands within a mile of the fea, and has a key, with cuilom-houfe officers and 
Shipwrights. Great quantities of fait are made here, which is faid to exceed moil 
in England for preferving fieih, and the fouth parts of the kingdom are chiefly 
Supplied with it. 

O D I H A M , fituated in the road to Bafingftokc, at the diilance of 41 miles from 
London, is a corporation town, and was formerly a free borough of the biihop 
of Wincheiter; it has now a charity fchool for thirty boys. 

P E T E R S F I E L D {lands at the diilance of 55 miles from London, in the road to 
Portfmouth : it is a borough, and governed by a mayor and commonalty, who, 
though incorporated by a charter of queen Elizabeth, have Shamefully given up 
all their privileges to the family of the Hamborrows, who are lords of the manor, 
and at whofe court the mayor is now annually chofen. The town is populous 
and not ill built; and, being a great thoroughfare, is well accommodated with inns. 
The church here is only a chapel of eafe. 

P O R T S M O U T H derives its name from its fituation at the port or mouth of a 
creek that runs up a part of the coaft, which at high tide is furrounded with the fea, 
and is therefore called Portfea Ifiand. It is about fourteen miles in circumfe-
rence, and is joined to the continent by a bridge a little above the town. At this 
bridge there was formerly a fmall caille, the ruins of which are ilill remaining, 
and a town called Port Peris, which is now known by the name of Porcheiler, 
and was then clofe upon the itrand, but the fea retiring from Porcheiler, many 
of the inhabitants followed it, and fettling below Port Peris, built Porti-
mouth. 

This town is diitant from London 73 miles, and is a borough, governed by 
a mayor, aldermen, recorder, bailiff, and common council. IN the reign of king 
Richard the Second the French burnt and defiroyed Portfmouth, but it recovered 
fo much in fix years time, that the inhabitants fitted out a fleet, which beat the 
French at fea, as they were returning to infult the coaft a fecond time, and then 
proceeded to France, entered the river Seine, funk feveral Ships, and brought 
off a great booty. 

Portfmouth may be called the key of England, and is the only regular fortifi-
cation which was begun by king Edward the Fourth, and augmented by kings 
Henry the Seventh and Eighth-, and queen Elizabeth was at fo great an expence 
in improving the works here, that nothing was thought wanting to compieat 
them : but king Charles the Second added very much to their ilrength, extent, 
and magnificence, and made this one of the princip 1 harbours in the kingdom, 
for laying up the royal navy, he furnifhed it with wet and dry docks, Store-
houfes rope-yards, and all materials for building, repairing, rigging, arming, 
vi£tualiin°", and compleatly fitting to fea Ships of war of all rates. At this place 
all our fleets of force, and all fquadrons appointed as convoys to our trade, 
homeward or outward bound, constantly rendezvous, and a thoufand fail may ride 
here in perfed fecurity. 
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T h e mouth of this harbour, which is fcarce fo broad as the river Thames is 

at Weftminfter, is upon the Portfmouth fide defended by a cattle called South 
Sea Caftle, built by king Henry the Eighth, and fituated about a mile and an 
half fouth of the town. This caftle is fortified with a good counterfcarp and 
double moat, with ravellins, and double palifades, befides advanced works to 
cover the place from any approach, where it may be pra&icable: but part of this 
fort was accidentally blown up, and greatly damaged, in A u g u f t 1759. T h e 
mouth of the harbour is, on the Gofport fide, defended by four forts, and a plat-
form of above twenty great guns, level with the water; 

T h e town of Portfmouth is fortified on the land fide by works raifed of late 
years, about the docks and yards; and within thefe few years the government 
has bought more ground for additional works, and no doubt this town may be 
made impregnable, as well by land as by fea, fince a (hallow water may be 
brought quite round it. 

Here are dwelling houfes, with ample accommodations for a commimoner of 
the navy, and all the fubordinate officers and mailer workmen, necefiary for the 
conftant fervice of the navy in this port day and n i g h t ; and the contents of the 
yards and ftore-houfes are laid up in fuch order, that the workmen can readily 
find any implement even in the dark. T h e quantities of military and naval 
flares of all kinds that are laid up here are immenfe. T h e rope-houfe is near a 
quarter of a mile long, and fome of the cables fo large, that one hundred men 
are required to work upon them at a time 5 and this labour, though divided 
among fo many, is notwithftanding fo violent, that the men can work at it only 
four hours in a day. T h e number of men continually employed in the yard is. 
never lefs than a thou find. T h e docks and yards referable a diftind town, and 
are a kind of marine corporation within themfelves. 

On the 3d of July 1760, a fire broke out in the dock-yard here, which con« 
fumed the rope-houfe, the fpinning-houfe, the hemp-houfe, and one of the ftore-
houfes, with feveral ftores, to the value of more than 50,0001. 

T h e fituation of this town being fo near the level of the fea, it is full of 
ditches, which it was found neceffary to cut as drains, and the inhabitants are 
very liable to agues ; the ftreets are generally very dirty, and the inns and ta-
verns are perpetually crowded with feamen and foldiers. T h e church of this 
town is a large and handfome building j a bell at the top of the church tower is 
runs; to give an account of the number of ihips that enter the harbour and 
from a watch-houfe at the top of the fteeple, there is a fine profped of the fe-
veral ihips in the harbour, as well as of thofe at Spithead, a point between Portf-
mouth and the Ifle of Wight , where ihips generally ride before they come into, 
the harbour, or after they fail out of it, and before they put to fea. The de-
puty o-overnor has a beautiful houfe, with a neat chapel, and there is a very fine 
new key for laying up the cannon. This place is however in great want of frefn 
water, and though the adjacent country abounds with all forts of provifions, 
yet the confumption of them at Portfmouth is fo great, that they are very dear, 
and fo alfo are lodging and firing. It is obferved, much to the credit of the 
civil and military government of this place, that the military does neither cor-
rupt the civil, nor the civil interrupt the military. 
~ V O L . L N n 
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Such has been the late increafe of bufmefs at Portfmouth, and fo great the 
confluence of people, that as the town does not admit of any enlargement, a fort 
offuburb has been built on the heathy ground adjoining, which is like to become 
-larger and mote populous than the town, 'not only becaufe the ntuation is more 
-oleafint and healthy, but becaufe it is not. fubjeft to the laws of the .garrifon, 
nor incumbered with, the duties and fervices of the. corporation, 

. R I N G W O O D . , or P^EOKEWOOD, was formerly called Regnum, from its ancient 
inhabitants, whom the Romans called Regni, and from whom the prefent name 
-is derived, which fignifies the wood of the Regni. This town is fituated near the 
river Avon, at the diftance of 96 miles from, London, and is large and well 
-built, but the valley in which it lies is frequently overflowed by the river, which 
here divides into feveral flreams it is however, a thriving town, and has a good 
-111 anufad:ure in druggets, narrow cloths, (lockings, and leather. 

R U M S E Y is fituated on the river Teft, at the diftance of 78 miles from Lon-
don, in the road from Saliibury to Southampton. It is a pretty large old town, 
governed by a mayor, a recorder, fix aldermen, and twelve, burgeifes. _ The 
church is a noble pile, arched with ftone, in form of a crofs, and has femicircu-
4ar chapels in the upper angles or corners, where the two fides of the walls meet, 
This place is chiefly inhabited by clothiers. 

S O U T H A M P T O N was formerly called Hantun, from its fituation upon a bay, 
anciently called Trifanton, or the Bay of Anton, the old name of the over Teft, 
Afterwards it took the name of South-Hanton, or Hampton, to diitinguifh it 
from Hampton, Northampton, and other towns of that name. It ftands be-
tween the rivers Teft and Itching, at the diftance of 78 miles from London, 
was incorporated by king Henry the Second, and king John and made, a county 
of itfelf by king Henry the Sixth, w h i c h renders it mdependant of the lord lieu-
tenant of the fhire. According to its laft charter, which was. granted by king 
Charles the Firft, the corporation confifts of a mayor, nine juftices, aihenfr, two 
"bailiffs, twenty-four common councilmen, and as many burgeifes The mayor is 
admiral of the liberties from South Sea Caftle to another called Hurfte Caftle, 
which is fituated on that neck of land, which, running fartheft into the lea, makes 
the ihorteft paifage to the Ifle of Wight, the diftance not being above tw© 
smiles. . 

This town was greatly harafled by the Danes, who took it in 980, and in the 
reign of king Edward the Firft it was plundered and burnt to the ground by the 
French, but it was foon after rebuilt in a more convenient fituation, and forti-
fied with double ditches and ftrong walls, with battlements and watch towers; 
-as it foon became populous, king Richard the Second built a ftrong caftle on a 
hio-h mount, for the defence of the harbour. It is faid that by fome privilege 
anciently granted to this place, all the Canary wine brought to England was 
o b l i g e d to be firft landed here, which brought great wealth to the inhabitants, 
'but the merchants of London fuffering great inconvenience by this delay, gave 
money to the corporation as an equivalent for t h e i r privilege, and had their wines 
brought dire&ly to London. ^ 
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This town at prefent is furrounded by a wall built of very hard ilone, refemb-
ling thofe little white Shells, like honeycombs, that grow on the back of oyfters«, 
Thefe ilones feem to have been gathered near the beach of the lea, which en-
compafles almoft one half of the town, and is fo deep, that ihips of 500 tons 
burden have frequently been "built here : to defend this part of the town from 
the force of the waves, a ftrong bank is built of what is called fea ore, a Jub-
ilance compofed of long and {lender, but ftrong filaments, fomewhat refemblmg 
undreifed hemp : this bank is faid to be a better defence than a wall of ftone. 
or even a natural clift ; that it is better than any other work of art, mult be 
thought ftrange, but that it is better than the everlafting bulwark of nature, no. 
reafonable creature can pofiibly believe. 

The principal ftreet is one of the broadeft in England, and near three quarters 
of a mile long, well paved on each fide, and ending in a very fine key. On the 
fouth-eaft corner near the key, is a fort with fome guns upon it, called the 
Tower, which was erected by Henry the Eighth in 1542. This town has a pub-
lic hall, in which the affizes are ufually kept, but its chief ornaments are its 
churches, of which there are five, befides a. French church. Here is a hofpital, 
called God's Houfe, and a free fchool, founded by king Edward the Sixth ; a 
charity fchool was alfo opened in the year 1713, and a fublcription compieated 
of above eighty pounds a-year, for thirty boys, who are cloathed, and taught, 
reading, writing, arithmetic, navigation, and the church catechifm. 

There were formerly many merchants here, and there are ftill fome who carry 
on the Port and French wine trade, but the principal dealings are with Guern-
fey and Jerfey : there are others who trade to Newfoundland for iifh. 

S T O C K B R I D G E is Situated in the road to Weymouth, and other parts in the 
weft, at the difiance of 69 miles from London, and is a borough by prescrip-
tion, governed by a bailiff, conflable, and ferjeants. The bailiff, who is gener-
ally an inn-keeper, or an inn-keeper's dependant, is the returning officer at elec-
tions for parliament-, for the inn-keeper, that he may have an opportunity of 
receiving bribes upon thefe occafions, without incurring the penalty, has fre-
quently procured one of his own oftlers to be elected bailiff, and has himfelf 
carried the mace before him. The celebrated Sir Richard Steel, who represent-
ed this borough in the time of queen Ann, carried his eledtion againft a power-
ful oppofition, by flicking a large apple full of guineas, and declaring it S h o u l d 

be the prize of that man whofe wife Should ftrft be brought to bed after that 
day nine months ; this merry offer procured him the mtereft of all the ladies, 
who, it is fâid, commemorate Sir Richard's bounty to this day, and once made a 
vigorous effort to procure a {landing order of the corporation, that no man 
Should ever be received as a candidate, who did not offer himfelf upon the fame 
terms. The town in general is but a mean place, though there are fome good 
inns in it, and the beft wheelwrights and carpenters m the county. 

W A L T H A M , called alfo B I S H O P ' S W A L T H A M , and by a corrupt abbreviation, 
B U S H W A L T H A M , from a palace which the biiliop of Wmchefter had formerly 
here, is diftant from London 65 miles, and has a charity fchool, but nothing 
elfe worthy of note, ,TT 

N n 2 W h i t ~ 
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W H I T C H U R C H is pleafantly fitnated in the great weilern road through Ando-

ver, on the ikirts of a forfeit, called the Foreit of Chute, at the diitance of 58 
miles from London. It is an ancient borough by prefcription, and governed by 
a mayor, chofen yearly at a court leet of the dean and chapter of Wincheiter, 
who are lords of the manor. The freeholders chufe their reprefentatives in par-
liament, who are returned by the mayor. The chief trade of this town is in 
ihalloons, ferges, and other articles of the woollen manufa&ure, 

C U R I O S I T I E S. 

•'New -Foreil. Between the eaft fide of the river Avon and Southampton Bay, is a foreit, 
called New Foreit, which is at leaft forty miles in circumference. This trad of 
country originally abounded with towns and villages, in which there were no lefs 
than fix and thirty parifh churches, but the whole was laid wafte, and the inha-
bitants driven from their houfes and eftates, by William the Conqueror, that it 
might be made a habitation for wild beafts for him to hunt. It is remarkable 
that in this foreit, the monument of his oppreifion and cruelty, two of his fons, 
Richard and William Rufus, and his grandfon, Henry, loft their lives. Richard 
was killed by a peftilential blaft, and William Rufus by an arrow, which was 
¿hot by Sir Walter Tyrrel at a ftag, and Henry, while he purfued his game, 
was caught by the hair of "his head in the boughs of a tree, and fufpended there 
till he died. There is an oak ftill to be feen, which king Charles the Second 
paled in, upon a tradition that it was the very one which Sir Walter TyrreFs 
arrow glanced when it killed Rufus. There is alfo a tradition, that every 
Chriitmas day this oak puts out buds in the morning, which wither before 
night. The fact, "if true, is very extraordinary ; and if not true, it is equally 
extraordinary, that a tradition ihould ftill continue which every Chriitmas day 
proves to be falie. 

'terrible-fires. On May ift, 1690, a lire broke out at Alresford in feveral places, almoft at 
the fame time, and confumed the whole town, fparing neither church or market 
lioufe j and fince that time it has been twice totally reduced to allies. 

Extraordinary Southwick, a town about five miles from Pcrrtfmouth, is remarkable for hav-
will. ing been the refidence of colonel Norton, who dying in December 1732, left a 

real eftite of 60001. a year, and 6o,oool. in money, to the poor, hungry, and 
thirfty, naked and ftrangers, fick and wounded, and prifoners, to the end of 
the world : he left his pictures and other valuable eifefts to the king, appointed 
the parliament of Great Britain His executors; if the parliament ihould refufe 
the truft, he directed that it ihould devolve to the bifnops. Truftees were foon 
appointed by proper authority, to take care of this extraordinary legacy, but 
the will carried fuch ftrong marks of infanity, that it was afterwards Let afide. 

Fate of 'Ea- Near the town of Bafingftoke -there was 'formerly a feat of John, marquis of 
•finghouie. Wincheiter, called Bafinghoufe, which the marquis in the great civil war turned 

into a fortrefs for the king, and having a refolute band of foldiers under him, 
held it a long while, to the great annoyance of the parliament army; but after 
having refifted many attacks, Cromwell at laft took it by ftorm, and being pro-
voked by the marquis's zeal, and -the obitinacy of his defence, he put many of 

the 
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the garriibn to the fword, and burnt the houfe to the ground. It was a build-
ing rather fit for a prince than a fubje£t, and among other furniture that was 
deflroyed with it, there was one bed worth 14001. yet the plunder was fo con-
fiderable, that a private foldier got 300 1. for his own ihare. 

A N T I Q^ U I T I E S. 

This county was in time of the Romans inhabited by the Regrii and the Belgar: Ancient «ba-
the Regni were a tribe of the ancient Britons, and inhabited the fea coaft, but bitants. 

from v/hat origin they derived their name is not known : the Belgas were a 
people of Germany, who having palled the Rhine, and poffeifed themfelves of 
part of Gaul, failed over to this coaft to plunder the inhabitants and carry 
off the fpoil, but liking the country they drove the Britons out of Someriet-
ihire, Wiltfnire, and the inland parts of Hampfhire, of which they took pof-
feifion for themfelves, and were found there by Casfar when he made his expe-
dition into Britain. Befides thefe, the northern part of this county was inhabited 
by a people called the Segontiaci, and the eaftern by the Meanvari, whole ter-
ritories are now divided into three hundreds, called Meanftoke, Eaftmean., and 
Weftmean, from the name of their ancient inhabitants. 

T h e city of Winchefter is fuppofed to have been built nine hundred years Antiquities,si 
before the Chriftian sera, and to have been the metropolis of the Belgas, and is Winchefter. 
therefore called "Venta Belgarum, both by Ptolemy and Antoninus. ^ In this city 
the Romans had looms to weave .cloth for the emperors and their army, and 
king Athelftan granted it the privilege -of fix mints for coinage of money. 

Near the weft,gate of the .cathedral there is M l the remains -of an old wall, 
very tjiick, with feveral windows in it, built of fmall flints, cemented by mortar 
as hard as ftone, and fuppofed to have been -a work of the Romans. 

O n a hill near this city, called St. Catharine^ hill, there .are the ¿races of a 
•camp 1 and on the fide of the weft gate there was a,caftle where ithe Weft Saxon 
kings are fuppofed to have kept their court-, in the caftle-hall, which is now 
the town-hall, a round table is ftill preferved, called king Arthur's round tables 
it confifts of one piece of wood, and is pretended to be above 1200 years old*, 
it has fome illegible Saxon characters upon it, which are faid to be the names of 
t w e n t y - f o u r knights, with whom king Arthur ufed to caroufe, and who are cal-

l e d knights of the .round,table. There is however great reafon to believe that 
-the exploits of king Arthur i n .thefe parts .are fabulous, and that this table .is 
of a much later date. 

A t the hamlet .of St. Mary's, a little to the north-eaft of Southampton, ftood Roman 

a n 0 id Roman town, called ClauFentum, a name which .in the ancient Britiih towns, 
language fignifies the Port of Entum. T h e ruins of .this town may be traced as 
f a r l s the haven on one fide, and beyond the river Itching on .the others and 
»the trenches of a caftle half a mile in compafs, are ftill vifible in St. Mary's Field. 
T h i s caftle is fuppofed to have been one of the forts frequently ece&ed .by the 
IRomansxo.keep out the Saxons, ; Sxock-
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Ancient 

Roman anti-
sji-ii'.ies. 

Stockbridge Is fuppofed to have been the Brige, or Brageof the ancients, which 
A " « * P l a c e s n m e m i i e s f r o m Sorbiodunum, or Old Sarum, a borough town 
of Wiltihire. 

On the extremity of a narrow neck of land, that runs two miles into the fea 
from the New Foreft, ftands a building called Hurfte Caftle, which is one of the 
forts built by Henry the Eighth, to defend that foreft againft invafions, to which 
it had been many ages expoied* 

At Odiham was formerly a royal palace and a ftrong caftle, which in kino-

John s time was defended for fifteen days, by thirteen men only, againft Lewis 
the dauphin ot France, and the army of the barons. In this caftle David kino-

of Scotland was kept pnfoner in the reign of Edward the Third. ° 

At Siichefter, a hamlet confifting of only one farm houfe and a church, fitu-
ated north-eaft of Kingfckre, upon the borders of Berkihire, are to be feen the 
remains of the celebrated Vmdomia, or Vindonum, of the Romans, and the 
Caer Segontoi the Britons once the chief city of the Segontiaci; and faid to be 
built by Conftantius, the ion of Conftantine the Great, who is reported to have 
town corn m the traces for the walls, as an omen of their perpetuity. Thefe 
walls, which are two Italian miles in circumference, and built of flint and r a -
itone, are ftili ftanamg.. They were furrounded by a ditch, which is ftill 
nnpailible, and full of fpnngs. At the diftance of five hundred feet without thefe 
walls, to the north-eaft, are the remains of an amphitheatre, which has lono- been, 
a yard for cattle, and a watering pond for horfes. In this place feveral Roman 
roads which are ftill yifible, concur; and in the neighbouring fields a vaft num-
ber of Roman coins, bncKs, and other relics, are daily found; among the reft 

i a % a i A T V I ^ A o i" f c r iP t i o n : MEMORIZE FL. VICTORINiE 
T. TAM. VICTOR CONIVX POSVIT; and fome coins of Conftantine, on 
v m F ^ T T AFWp aFQQre c t h c r F ^ ° f a b u i l d i nS> a n d t h i s infcription: PRO-
V1DENTIAE CAESS. Some Brmih coins are alio found here, which the com-
mon people call Onion pennies, from one Onion, whom they will have to be a 
giant, and an inhabitant of Vindomia. 

About a mile from Andover, there is a Roman camp, called Berehill; at 
the aiitance of half a nnle, another of great extent, with double works ; and 
iome miles to the north near a village called Egbury, there is a third. At 
guarley-hilJ, north-weft of Stockbridge, upon the borders of Wiltihire there 
are the remains of a fourth, ftill larger than either of the others. The works on 
one iide are quadruple, and the two outward trenches are farther diftant from 
each other than ufual This is anfwered by another great camp, at a place eaft 
of Quarley-hill called Dunbury-hill. At Okebury, about fix miles from Ando-
ver, is a large Roman camp, which feems to be anfwered by another at Friopf-
bury, about five miles diftance ; and at God's-hill, near Fordingbrido-e, is an 
oxd camp, now overgrown with oaks, but the fteepnefs of one fid? of ft, and a 
double trench on the other, rnuft have made it a place of great ftrength. 

The great Roman highway leads from the city of Winchefter 
is fuppofed from thence to London, though the remains of 
beyond Alton. 

. y y iiicuciLcr to Alton, and as 
remains of it are not viiible 
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In the church at Warnford, a town fituated north-eaft of Biihop's Waltham, Antiquity of 

there are two remarkable infcriptions; one upon the north fide, Shewing that Warnford 

this church was rebuilt by Adam de Portu, a man of great wealth, in the time c h u r c h-
of William the Conqueror, is as follows : 

Adda hie Tortile benedicat folis ab wtu, 
Gens Deo di cat a, per quern fie fum renovata. 

T h e other infeription, on .the fouth fide, intimates that this church, which 
was rebuilt by Adam de Portu, was founded by Wilfrid .: 

Fraires orate, preee vejira fantiificate, 
Templi.FaEicres, feniores juniores, 
Wilfrid fundavit, bonus Adam fie renovawit, 

E C C L E S I A S T I C A L A N T I Q^U 1 T I E S. 

At Winchester, a monaftery is faid to have been very early founded by king 
iuc ius , a British king, for monks following the rule of St. .Mark, which, after 
feveral changes, was totally deftroyed .by a king of the Weft Saxons. 

Kyneglife, the ftrft Chriftian .king of the Weft Saxons, began a cathedral 
church here, which was finished by his fucceffor Kinewalcus, and at length be-
came a priory called St. Swithin's. It was endowed at the general fuppreffion 
-with a yearly revenue of 15071. .17 s. 2 d. great part of which was fettled by 
'king Henry the Eighth on a dean and twelve prebendaries, for whom, and fix 
.-.minor canons, ten lay clerks, eight chorifters, and other members, the cathe-
• drai in this city was then .refounded, and dedicated to the Holy and .undivided 
Trinitv. 

In the eaft part of -this -city a nunnery was begun by "king Alfred, or his 
•queen Alfwitha, about the end of the ninth century, and finiihed by their fon, 
-king Edward the Elder. This houfe was alfo new modelled and enlarged by 
sbiftiop Ethelwold. The nuns were of the Benedictine order, and the houfe de-
dicated to the Virgin Mary and St. Edburg, daughter of king Edward, who 
was a nun, and, as fome fay, abbefs here. The yearly revenue of this abbey, in 
the twenty-fixth year of Henry the Eighth, was 1791. 7 s. 2d. and three years 
¿afterwards, when it was diifoived, the king .granted penftons to the .abbefs and 
•twenty-one -nuns. 

-•King Alfred alfo founded here a houfe and chapel for the learned monk :Grim~ 
%ald, whom he had brought out of Flanders, and by his will ordered a noble 
»church or religious houfe to be built in the cymetery, 011 the ,north fide of the 
-old minfter or cathedral, over which he intended that Grim bald Should prefide. 
This building was ere&ed by his fon, king Edward, and dedicated to the Holy 

"Trinity, the 'Virgin Mary, and St, .Peter but the religious of the new monaftery 
-•being difturbed by the Singing and the bells of the old, which was very near ' 
them, thought fit, in the year 1110, to remove to a place called Hyde, without 
the walls, on the north part of the city, where king Henry the JBitft, ..at .the in-
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ftance of William Gifford, biíhop of Winchefter, founded a ftately abbey for 
them, v/hich was fometimes called the monaftery of St. Grimbald, and fometimes 
of SL Barnabas, though it is faid to have been dedicated to St. Peter. Its re-
venues at the diffolution were 8651. 18 s. per annum. 

A n hofpital was founded near one of the gates of the city, by biíhop Brim 
ftan, who died in the year 935. 

Without the walls of this city, towards the fouth, is the hofpital of St. Crofs, 
founded by biíhop Henry de Blois, brother to king Stephen, in the year 1132, 
for the whole maintenance of thirteen poor brethren, in lodging, cloathing, and 
diet, and for the dining of one hundred poor perfons every day. It was at firft. 
governed by a prior,, and put under the management of the mailer and Knights 
Hofpitallers of St. John of Jerufalem, who, in the year 1185, quitted their in-
tereft in it, upon valuable confiderations, when Richard biftiop of Winchefter 
made provifion for the dining of another hundred poor perfons. There were then 
in it, befides the poor, a mailer and four chaplains, in the 'nomination of the 
biíhop of Winchefter. In the time of king Henry the Sixth, cardinal Beaufort,, 
or his executors, added 1581. 13 s. ^d. to the revenue of this place, f o r a rec-
tor, two chaplains, thirty-five poor men, and three poor women ; yet the whole 
annual income at the diifolution was returned but 841. 4s. 2d. This houfe is 
ftill in being, and the prefént ftate of it has been defcribed in the account.of the 
city of Winchefter. 

In the north part of the town flood a houfe or college of Dominican or Preach^ 
ing friars, who were firft placed here by Peter de Rupibus, or de la Roch, biíhop 
of Winchefter, in the reign of king John, and it was granted by Henry the 
Eighth to the warden and fellows of Wickham College. H e alfo granted to 
the fame college, a houfe of Grey friars, on the north fide of the ftrèet, júft 
within the eaft gate of the city. 

Here was an hofpital for nine poor brethren and fifters, before the time of 
king Edward the Firft, when it was reckoned to be in the patronage of the 
biíhop of Winchefter. It was dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen, and valued upon 
the diifolution at 421. 16s. in the whole, and at 161. 16s. 2d. clear\ per annum. 

There was alfo in this city an houfe of Carmelite or White friars, faid to have 
been founded by Peter, re£k>r of St. Helen's, Winchefter, in the year 1278. 

Without the fouth gate ftood an houfe of Auguftine friars, built in the time 
of king Edward the Firft, and rebuilt about the fifteenth year of Edward the 
Third. 

In the meadow of St. Stephen, over againft the gate of the biíhop* s palace, 
called Wolvefey, John de Pontoys, biíhop of W7inchefter, about the year 1300, 
buik a college for a provoft, fix chaplains, priefts, fix clerks, and fix chorifters, # 
to the honour of St. Elizabeth, daughter to a king of Hungary. It was em 
tbwed at the diifolution with 112 1. 17 s, 4 d. per annum, 

At 
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At a little diftance. without the King's Gate, there was an hofpital for poor 

people, maintained by the monks of St, Swithins. 

Here was alio a monailery, faid to have been built by one Adam Martin, de-
dicated to St. James. 

A warden and feveral priefts were fettled in the chapel of the Holy Trinity, on 
the north fide of the church-yard of St. Mary Abbey, by John or Roger Ink-
penne, a citizen of Winchefter, about the year 1318. 

The prior and brethren of the fraternity of St. Peter, in the church of St. 
Maurice and the college of St. Mary Kalender, are mentioned in the twenty-fifth 
year of king Edward the Third. 

The college of St. Mary, called Wickham or Winchefter college, ftill in being 
in this city, and particularly excepted in the act of the firft of king Edward the 
Sixth, for the diifolution of colleges, was in the twenty-fixth year of king Henry 
the Eighth, endowed with lands worth 62 81. 13 s. 6d. 'per annum, 

. At Redbridge, a village fituated near the place where the river Teft falls into 
Southampton Bay, was an ancient monaftery, under the abbat Cimberth, about 
the year 680. 

At Rumfey, king Edward the Elder, or Ethelwald, a Saxon nobleman, built a 
monaftery, in which king Edgar, about the year 967, placed Benedictine nuns, un-
der the government of the abbefs Merwenna. It was dedicated to the Virgin 
Mary and St. Elfleda, daughter of Ethelwald, who was fornetime a nun and ab-
befs here, and valued upon the fuppreilion at 3931. 10 s. 10d. per annum. 

At Wherwell, near Andover, upon the river Teft, Elfrida, the widow of king 
Edgar, about the year 986, founded a Benedictine nunnery, to attone for her 
having murdered her firft huiband, Ethelwold, that ihe might be queen, and her 
ion in law, king Edward, that her own fon, Ethelred, might be king. In this 
abbey flie is . faid to. have fpent the latter part of her life very penitently. It was 
dedicated to the Holy Crois and St. Peter, and was endowed at the fuppreilion 
with 3391. 8s. yd. per annum. 

In the church of the town of Chrift-church, there was a dean and twenty-four 
iecular canons, in the time of king Edward the Confeifor. Their college was 
new built after the Conqueft, by Ranulph Flambard, biiliop of Durham, who 
-was fornetime dean here, and their revenues were much increafed by the elder 
Richard de Redvers, earl of Devon, in the time of king Henry the Firft : but 
earl Baldwin, fon to the faid Richard, about the year 1150, procured that the 
feculars fnoukl be changed into regular canons, of the order of St. Anion. The 
yearly revenues of this priory were valued on the fuppreffion at 312I. 7 s, 

The church of St. Mary at Andover, being given to the French abbey of St. 
Florence at Salmur in Anjou, by king William the Conqueror, became a cell to 
that monaftery. It was finally diffolved by ftatute in the fecond year ot 
Henry the Fifth, and the fame year granted to Winchefter college. 

VOL. L O o Here 
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Here was an hofpital dedicated to St.. John and St. Mary Magdalen, as early 

as the reign of king Henry the Third, for a mailer and a certain number both 
of brothers and filters. 

At Wintney-Hartley, near Odiham% a Ciilertian nunnery was built by fome of 
the family of Colrith, "in the time of William the Conqueror, dedicated to the 
Virgin Mary and Mary Magdalen, or Mary Magdalen and John the Baptift. A t 
the diffolution there was a priorefs and feventeen nuns, with a revenue of 431. 3 s* 
per annum.. 

King William, and afterwards king Henry, the Firit, having given the church, 
tithes, and great part of the land in the ifiand of Hailing, fituated eaft of the 
Ifle of Portfea, to the abbey of St, Peter at Gymeges, in Normandy, it be-
came a cell of Benedictine monks to that abbey j and after the fuppreffion of the 
alien priories, king Henry the Fifth befiowed this, on his new foundation of 
Carthufians at Shean, in the Ifle of Wight. 

At Weft Sherborn, near Alton,, there was a priory of Benedictine monks, de-
dicated to St. Mary and St.. John, which became a cell to the abbey of St. Vigor,, 
at Cerafy, in Normandy, to which it was given by Henry de Port, one of the 
barons of the exchequer, in the time of king Henry the Firit.. It was afterwards, 
given by king Edward the Fourth to the hofpital of St. Julian in Southampton,, 
and is now enjoyed by the provoit and fellows of Queen's College in Oxford, as 
matters of that hofpital. 

King Henry the Firit built a priory of Black canons upon the river Itching,, 
about two miles from Southampton,, dedicated to St. Diones, or Dennis, about 
the year 1 1 2 4 , in which there were a prior and nine religious, who, at the diffo-
lution,,. were endowed with 80 L 1 1 s. 6d, per annum:,. 

At Southampton there was an hofpital for lepers* before the year 1179,, va-
lued on the diffolution at 16 L 16 s. 2.d. -per annum,. 

In the time of Plenry the Third," two brothers, who were merchants, one cal-
led Gervafius, and the other Protafius, converted the houie in which they lived 
in the fouth-eait corner of this town, into an hofpital for poor people,, and en-
dowed it with fome lands, to which feveral benefactions were afterwards added«. 
Its chapel is dedicated to St. Julian, for which reafon it is often called the hof-
pital of St. Julian, but generally God's Houfe. The patronage and maiterihip» 
was given by king Edward the Third, at the inftance of his queen* Philippa, to 
the provoft and fellows of Queen's College in Oxford,, which ihe had founded,» 
in whofe poffeiBon it continues to this. day. 

In the fouth-eait part of this town, near the wall* there was an houfe or col-
lege of Franciican or Grey Friars, who were fettled here in the year 1240.. 

At a place called Bremer, Baldwin de Redveriis* or Riveriis, earl of Devon:i 
and his uncle Hugh, founded a priory of Black canons, about the latter end of 
the reign of king Henry the Firit,, dedicated to St. Michael,, At the fuppreffion* 
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It confifted of a prior and nine canons, and was endowed with 154I. 14 s. 1 d* 
per annum. 

At Porchefter, near Portfmouth, Henry the Firft, in the year 1 1 33 , founded 
a priory of canons, of the order of St. Auftin, which feems to have been not 
long after removed to Southweek, near the fame place, where it continued till the 
difiblution, when it was valued at 2571. 4 s. 4c! per annum, 

The knights of St. John of Jerufalem had an hofpital or preceptory, at a place 
called Godes Field, which was given them by Henry de Blois, who was bifhop 
of Winchefter about the year 1 130 . 

At Hamble, near Southampton, there was a priory of Ciftertian monks, which 
became a cell to the abbey of Tirone, in France. It was dedicated to St. Andrew, 
and afterwards given to New College in Oxford. 

The tithes of the pari ill church of All Saints, with the chapel of St, Mary at 
Ellingham, north of Ringwood, were given to St. Saviour's le Vicomte, in the 
diocefe of Conftances, in Normandy, by William de Solariis, in the year 1 1 6 3 ; 
upon which, here was founded a cell fubordmate to that foreign houfe j but this 
cell was afterwards, with the reftory of Ellingham, given to Eaton College. 

At Beaulieu, 011 the New Foreft, north-eaft of Lemington, king John, in the 
year 1204, built and endowed an abbey for thirty Ciftertian monks, and dedi-
cated it to the Virgin Mary. Its value at the diffolutioii was 3261. 13 s. 2 d„ 
per annum. 

At Motesfont, fouth of Stockbridge, there was a priory of Auftin canons* 
founded by William Briwere, in the beginning of the reign of king John, and 
dedicated to the Holy Trinity. This houfe continued till the general fuppreffion, 
when there was a prior and ten canons in it, and it was endowed with 124I. 3 s> 3 d. 
per annum. 

At Portfmouth Peter de Rupibus founded the hofpital called God's Houfe, 
dedicated to St. John the Baptift and St. Nicholas, valued on the diffolution at 
331. 19 s. 5 d. per annum. 

The fame Peter having obtained of king Henry the Third, a grant of the 
manor of Titchfield, eaft of Southampton, built an abbey there for Premonftra-
tenfian canons, dedicated, to the Virgin Mary, in the year 1 23 1 . At the fup-
preffion there v/as an abbot and twelve .canons in it, and it was endowed with a 
yearly revenue of 2491. 16 s. id . 

At Selborn, near Alton, a priory of Black canons was founded by the fame 
Peter, in the year 1233, and dedicated to the Virgin Mary, but it was fuppreffe'd 
and granted to William Wainflet, bifhop of Winchefter, who made it part 01 
die endowment of St. Mary Magdalen College in Oxford. 

At Netley* near Southampton, king Henry the Third, in the year 1239, 
founded an abbey for Ciftertian monks, from Beaulieu, and dedicated it to St. 

O o 2 Mary 
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Mary and St. Edward. At the diffolution here was an abbat and twelve monks, 
whofe revenues were valued at iool. 12 s. 8d. per annum, 

At Bafingftoke king Henry the Third founded an hofpital in the year 1 26 1 , 
for the maintenance of aged and helplefs priefts, in purfuance of the will of Wal-
ter de Merton; and after the foundation of Merton College in Oxford, the 
fcholars or fellows of that college, who ihould become objefts of that charity, 
were to be preferred. It was dedicated to St. Mary and St. John Baptift, and 
the mafterihip of it was very early annexed to the wardenihip of Merton Col-
lege, Oxon. 

At Fordingbridge there was an hofpital, dedicated to St. John, annexed to 
St. Crofs in Winchefter, or given to King's College, in Cambridge. 

At Andewell, or Enedwell, near Bafingftoke, there was an alien priory, cell 
to Tyrone, of the order of St. Benedict, 

At South Badeiley, near Lemington, there was a preceptory of the Knights 
Templars, and afterwards of St. John of Jerufalem, valued at 1 18 I . 16 s. 
per annum, 
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The I S L E of w I G H T. 

N A M E . 

TH E prefent name of this iiland appears to have been immediately derived 
from the Saxon names puir-lant) and picj?-ea, which were eaply formed 

from the Roman names VeSla, Veffis, and Vtciefis; but the origin of the Roman 
names does not with any certainty appear, though fome writers have endeavoured 
to derive them from Guith, the name by which the ancient Britons called the I fie 
of Wight, and which fignifies a feparation, having been applied to denote the 
feparation of this country from the continent of Britain, to which, as is fuppoied, 
it was formerly joined. 

S I T U A T I O N , F O R M, and E X T E N T , 

This iiland lies fouth of that part of the Britiih continent called Hampshire, 
from which it is feparated by a narrow rapid channel, formerly called the Solent, 
though not diitinguifhed now by any particular name. The grealeft breadth of 
this channel is not above four or five miles i and between Hurfte Caftle, in Hamp-
fnire, upon the continent, and Yarmouth, a borough town of the I lie of Wight, 
where the channel is narroweft, the diftance is only two miles. This iiland is 
of an eliptical or oval form 1 its greateft extent from eaft to weft is 20 miles,, 
from north to fouth 12 miles, and 60 miles in circumference; and Newport, the 
capital town on the iiland, which Hands nearly in the center of it, is about 80 
miles difcant from London. 

R I V E R . 

The only ftream in the lile of Wight, worthy of notice, is that called Cowes 
river, a name given it from two towns Handing near its mouth, one on the 
weft bank of it, called Weft Cowes, and the other on the eaft bank, diilingtiiih-
ed by the name of Eaft Cowes s it is fometimes called Newport river, from New-
port, fituated on the weft bank of it, This river rifes near the extream angle 
of the iiland fouth ward, and running north, and dividing it into two aim oft equal 
parts, falls into the fea at the noxthmoft point of land here, feven miles from 
Newport. 

A I R , S O I L , and N A T U R A L P R O D U C T I O N S . 

The air of this iiland is pleafant and healthy, and the inhabitants, in general 
•are ftout and vigorous, and live to a great age. 

The foil is very fruitful, the north part of the iiland being excellent paftur-
age and meadow ground, and the fouth part a fine corn country. Through the 
middle of the iiland, from eaft to weft, there runs a ridge of mountains, which 
yield plenty of pafture for iheep3 and the wool of the iheep fed in chefe mouri-

tains* 
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tains, being reckoned as good as any in England, turns out much to the advant-
age of the inhabitants. Here is found the milk-white tobacco pipe clay, called 
Creta, by writers of natural hiftory, of which great quantities are exported from 
hence, together with very fine fand, of which drinking glaffes are made. Here 
is abundance of fea iiili of all kinds, great plenty of hares, rabbits, partridges, 
pheafants, lapwings, and other wild fowl. In this iiland are two parks, well 
flocked with deer, but there being only one foreft, wood is fo icarce, that it is 
imported hither in great quantities from the continent. It has been obferved of 
this iiland, that it yields more corn in one year, than the inhabitants confume in 
feven and therefore great quantities of corn are annually exported from this 
place. 

Nature has fortified this iiland aim oft all round with rocks, and where thefe 
are wanting, art has fupplied the deficiency with caftles, forts, and block-houles, 
to defend I t againft any hoftile invafion. The moil dangerous of thefe rocks 
are the Shingles and the Needles upon the weft fide of it} the Bramble and the 
Middle on the north, and the Mixon on the eaft. 

C I V I L and E C C L E S I A S T I C A L D I V I S I O N S . 

The two parts into 'which the river Cowes feparates this iiland, are the hun-
dreds, or civil diviiions of it, which are called the Medina's, from Medina, the 
ancient name of the town of Newport, and are diftinguiihed, one by the name of 
the Eaft, the other of the Weft Medina, in refped as each is fituated, eaft or weft 
of Newport. It contains three market towns, and has fifty-two parifhes. 

The military government of this iiland, which is a poft of the higheft truft and 
honour, is always veiled in a general of the army, admiral of the fleet, or feme 
other perfon of the iirft military rank, and under him are the refpeftive gover-
nors of the forts and caftles of the iiland, where there is always _ a whole regi-
ment in garrilbn, and fometimes more. In ecclefiaftical matters it is fubject to 
the jurifdidion of the bifhop of Winchefter, and in civil affairs to the county of 
Southampton. 

M A R K E T T O W N S , F O R T S and C A S T L E S . 

The market towns, which are alio three boroughs, are thofe of Newport, 
Newton, and Yarmouth. 

N E W P O R T is a very ancient borough by prefcription, but did not fend mem-
bers to parliament before the reign of queen Elizabeth. By a charter of king 
James the Firft, it is governed by a • mayor, twelve aldermen, a recorder, and 
twelve common council men. This is a large populous town, with a church, 
which however is only a chapel of eafe to Carefbrook, a village in the neighbour-
hood. Here is a charity fcnool, and a key, to which vefiels of a fmall burden 
can come up } but larger vefiels are forced to load and unload at Cowes. 

N E W T O N is governed by a mayor and b urge fie s, but is a very inconfiderable 
place, having nothing worthy of any note, except a convenient haven, or 
creek, in the north fide of the iiland, between Yarmouth and Weft Cowes. 

2 Y a r -
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Y A R M O U T H , called alio South Yarmouth, to diftinguiili it from the town of 
Yarmouth in Norfolk, Hands upon a creek about one mile from the fea, and at 
the diftance of 86 miles from London. It was incorporated by king James the 
Firft, and is governed by a mayor and twelve burgeffes. Here is a caftle and a 
garrifon, and about eighty handfome houfes, moil of which are built of free 
itone. 

The principal forts or cailles in this iiland are thofe following : 

Careibrook Caftle, on the fouth fide of Newport, was originally built by one 
Whitgar, a Saxon of high rank, to whom Cerdic, the firft king of the Weft 
Saxons, gave this iiland. It was feveral times repaired, and about the begin-
ning of the fixteenth century, magnificently rebuilt by the governor of the iiland., 
though probably at the charge of the crown. This caftle is ftill the feat of the. 
governor : it was formerly much ufed as a place of confinement for prifoners of 
the higheft quality, and king Charles the Firft was a prifoner here thirteen 
months. 

At Weft Cowes there is a caftle to defend the mouth of the river. It was. 
built by king Henry the Eighth, and has a garrifon, under the command of the 
deputy governor of the ifiand. There was alio a caftle at Eaft Cowes, but that 
has been for a long time negle&ed. 

Sandown Caftle, or Sanham Caftle, in the Eaft Medina, ftands on the north 
end of a bay, hence called Sandown Bay, at the diftance of three leagues from 
Portfmouth; this is the ftrongeft caftle in the iiland, and here is always a garri-
fon, with a governor and captain, and thirty wardens, befides gunners. 

Sharpnor Caftle ftands directly oppofite to Hurfte Caftle, in Hampfhire. Here 
ufed to be a fmall garrifon under a governor. 

A N T I Q U I T I E S . 

The I fie of Wight was in all probability part of the territories which were an- Anc ient ^ 
ciently inhabited by the Belgas. It was fubje&ed to the power of the Romans by habitams. 

Vefpafian, under the emperor Claudian, about the year of our Lord 45. Cerdic, 
kino- of the Weft Saxons, was the firft Saxon prince who iubdued i t ; he be-
llowed it on Whitgar, who put all the Britifh inhabitants to the fword, and 
peopled it with a tribe of foreigners, called the Jutes, who followed the Saxons 
into England, and are fuppofed to have been originally Goths, This iiland re-
mained fubjed to the Jutes, till about the year 650, when it was conquered by 
Walfer, king of the Mercians, and ^iven to Edelwalch, king of the South Saxons ^ 
though fome~ hiftorians affirm that it was given to Sigebert,. king of the Eaft 
Angles, on condition of his embracing the Chriftian religion. Cadwalla, king 01 
the^Weft Saxons, is faid fome time afterwards to have invaded this iiland, and to 
have reduced it to his obedience, by putting the inhabitants to the fword. The: 
lile of Wight, together with the neighbouring i (lands of Guernfey and Jerfey, 
lituated near the coaft of France, was ere&ed into a kingdom by king Henry the DOLtlligs 
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Sixth, and bellowed on Henry de Beauchamp, duke of Warwick, whom he 
crowned king with his own hands, but the duke dying without iiliie, thefe iilands 
loft their regality. 

E C C L E S I A S T I C A L A N T I Q^U I T I E S. 

In Carefbrook is a church dedicated to St. Mary, which William Fitz Ofbern, 
kinfman and marfhal to king William the Conqueror, and earl of Hereford, gave, 
with feveral other pofiefiions in England, to the abbey of Lyre, in Normandy' 
upon which a prior and fome Black monks, from that foreign monaftery, we're 
fettled here. 

At Quarrer, or Arreton, fouth-eaft of Newport, in 1 1 3 2 , Baldwin de Red-
veriis, afterwards earl of Devonihire, built an abbey of Ciftertian monks, dedi-
cated to the Virgin Mary. Its yearly revenues upon the fuppreflion were va-
lued at 134I. 3 s. 1 1 d. 

At Marvel, not far from Newton, a college of four priefts was founded by 
Henry de Blois, bifhop of Winchefter, and augmented by Peter Roch and Henry 
Woodlock, two of his fucceiTors; and in the park near this place, there is a 
church, in which was a chantry at the diffolution. 

At St. Helens, upon the coaft, fouth-eaft of Newport, there was an alien 3 
ory of Cluniac monks, before the year 1 1 5 5 . 

At St. Crofs, near Newport, before the year 1 1 5 5 , t h e r e was a priory or hof-
pital, dedicated to the Holy Crofs, which was a cell to the abbey of Tirone, in 
France. 

At Appledurcomb, near the coaft, fouth-eaft of Newport, there was a cell of 
Benediaine monks, fubordinate to the abbey of St. Mary de Montifburg, in 
Normandy. It was founded about the end of the reign of king Henry the 
Third, by Ifabella de Fortibus, and was diifolved with, the reft of the alien pri-
ories, by king Henry the Fifth. 

At Burton, near Eaft Cowes, as early as the time of king Edward the Firft, 
there was a priory of canons, of the order of St. Auftin, dedicated to the Holy 
Trinity. It con filled of feveral chaplains, under the government of an archipref-
byter, who, in the nineteenth of Henry the Sixth, gave away the eftate of the 
priory to St. Mary's college in Winchefter. 

At Godfhill, north of Appledurcomb, there is a church, which was early ap-
propriated to the abbey of Lyre, in Normandy. 

In the regifters of Winchefter church, there is mention of an hermitage at Chale, 
upon the coaft fouth-weft of Appledurcomb, as early as the year 13 12 , 

M E M -



M E M B E R S of P A R L I A M E N T for H A M P S H I R E . 

This county fends twenty-fix members to Parliament: two knights of the 
ihire for the county, two citizens for Winchefter, and two burgeiles for each of 
the following corporations, Southampton, Portfmouth, Newport, Yarmouth» 
Newton, Lemington, Chrift-church, Andover, Whitchurch, Petersfields 
Stock bridge. 

V O L , I. P p • H E R E F O R D-
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N A M E . 

I H i s county takes its name from the city of Hereford, a biiliop's fee, anc 
the county town. 

B O U N D A R I E S , E X T E N T and S I T U A T I O N . 

Herefordfhire is bounded on the north by Shropih,ire, on the fouth by 
rnouthihire on the eaft by Worcefterfhire and Glocefterihire, and on the 
^ S e W lch c o p i e s , Brecknockfhire and Radnorihire It is almoft of a or 
cular form, meafuring 35 miles from north to fouth, and 30 rmles from e j t to 
weft, and 108 miles in circumference, and the city of Hereford which ftands 
nearly in the middle of the county, is 130 miles north-weft of London. 

P P 2 R I V E R S . 

;i|!: 
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R I V E R S . 

This county is watered by feveral rivers, the chief of which are the Wye,, 
the Monow, and the Lug. The courfe of the Wye has been already deicribed 
in the account of Glocefterfhire. The Monow rifes in a chain of mountains cal-
led Hatterel Hills, which on the fouth-weft feparate this county from Radnor-
shire then it runs fouth-eaft, dividing Monmouthfhire from Herefordihire, and 
after having been augmented by feveral lefs confiderable ftreams, falls into the 
Wye at Monmouth, the county town of the fhire of that name. 

The Lug rifes in the hills in the north-eaft of Radnoriliire, runs by feveral 
windings eaft, through Herefordihire to Leominiler, a confiderable borough town 
of this county, and thence running fouth-eaft, after having been joined by fe-
veral fmaller rivers, falls into the Wye, near Hereford. Other lefs confiderable 
rivers in this county are the Frome, the Loden, the Wadel, the Arrow, and 
the Dare. 

A I R , S O I L , and N A T U R A L P R O D U C T I O N S . 

The air of this county is pure, and confequently healthy, particularly between, 
the rivers Wye and Severn, which has given occaiion to a proverb very common, 
among the inhabitants of the county: c Blefied is the eye between Severn and 
* Wye.' The foil of Herefordihire is extreamly fertile, yielding fine pafture, and 
great quantities of corn it is alio well flocked with wood,, and there are fome 
apple trees, particularly the redftreaks, which thrive here better than in any 
other county the hedges on the high ways are full of them, and the hogs grow, 
fat by feeding on the windfalls, which give a reddiih colour and fweet tafte to 
their fleih : but from thefe apples a much greater advantage arifes to the inhabi-
tants, for they afford fuch quantities of cyder, that it is the common drink all 
over the county and a few years ago, when the fmooth cyder was preferred to 
the rough, it was efteemed the beft in England i and a great quantity of rough 
cyder has been made here fmce the rough was preferred to the fmooth. The 
county abounds with fprings of fine water, and the rivers afford abundance of 
fiili. 

C I V I L and E C C L E S I A S T I C A L D I V I S I O N S . 

This county is divided into eleven hundreds,, and contains one city and feven 
market towns. It lies in the province of Canterbury and diocefe of Hereford, 
and includes 176 pariihes. 

C I T Y and M A R K E T T O W N S . 

The city is Hereford and the market towns are Bromyard, Kington, Led-
bury, Leominiler, Pemb ridge, Roffe, and Weobley. 

H E R E F O R D is written in our moil ancient annals, exactly as it is now, except 
the form of the letters, pejiepojVo : the word is faid to be pure Saxon, and to fig-
nify the ford of the army a name that agrees well with the fituation of this place, 

which. 
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which {lands on the Wye, that falls into the Severn, and makes part of the bar-
rier between England and Wales. As the two nations were aimoft always at 
war one with another, this town was generally the head quarters of iuch Saxon 
or Engliili forces as were ftationed in the county and at this place both armies 
probably forded the river, when they paffed out of Wales into England, or out 
of England into Wales. There is however fome reafon to fufpect this account to 
be more plaufible than true, for the ancient Britiih name of the county was 
Ereinuc and there can be little doubt but that Here, the firfh part of the Saxon 
name, was implicitly borrowed from E r a , the firfh part of the Britiih j fo that ex-
cept Erei in Britiih, and Here in Saxon, have the fame fignification, Hereford 
was not intended to exprefs the ford of the army. What Erienuc fignifies, is not 
known, but the Saxons probably only changed the termination, and called the 
place the Ford of Erie, confidering Erie not as a iigniiicant word, but the pro-
per name of the place. Some however have fuppofed, that both the Britiih and 
Saxon names were derived from Ariconium, the name of an ancient town near 
this place, mentioned by Antoninus, which is faid to have been deftroyed by art 
earthquake, and Hereford to have been built in its ftead. 

Hereford is governed by a mayor and twelve aldermen, a high fteward, a de-
puty fteward, recorder and town clerk, with thirty-one common council men, 
among whom are reckoned the mayor, and five of the aldermen, who are jufti-
ces of the peace ; the mayor has a fword-bearer, and four ferjeants at mace. 

The trading companies have their diftinct halls, laws, and privileges ; and here 
are held the affizes, quarter feflions, and county courts. A fmall river that ap-
pears to have no name, running by the north fide of this city, falls on the eait 
fide of it into the Wye, which flows by the fouth fide, fo that this city^ is fur-
rounded by rivers, except on the weft fide. It often fuffers by the fwell of the Wye 
on the fouth, over which it has a good Hone bridge of eight arches. It is about a 
mile and a half in circumference j the houfes are old, the fireets dirty, and the in-
habitants few. It has now a cathedral, and four parifh churches before the civil 
war in the laft century, it had fix, but two were then deftroyed. The cathedral 
is a beautiful and magnificent ftru&ure, adorned with the monuments of feveral 
of its ancient prelates. It has a biPnop, a dean, a chancellor, fixteen canons, 
twenty-feven prebendaries, a chanter, a treafurer, and twelve vicars choral, with 
deacons, chorifters, and other officers. The bilhop has a palace called the caftle, 
and the'other dignitaries have houfes in a place called the Ciofe; the vicars and 
-chorifters alio have a college in which they live, in a collegiate or academical 
way, under a governor or prefident: the fituation is plealant, but the buildings. 
are mean. 

Here is an hofpital, which was founded in the reign of queen Elizabeth, and 
well endowed, for twelve poor people,, and two charity fchools, one for fixty 
boys, the other for forty girls, who are all taught and cloathed by fubfcription. 

The only manufacture is gloves, and fome other leathern-wares,. 

B R O M Y A R D ftands in a country full of orchards, near a river called the F'rome,, 
at the difcance of 124 miles from London. It is a little obfcure town, of which* 
nothing is recorded worthy of notice,. 0 ' .KlNGTCfe?* 
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K I N G T O N , or K Y N E T O N , (bands upon a fmall river called the Arrow, at the 
diftance of 146 miles from London. It is a pretty large well built old town, in-
habited chiefly by clothiers, who carry on a confitlerabie trade in narrow cloths 
Its market is one of the moil confiderable in the county ; and it has a free fchool 
and a charity fchool. 

L E D B U R Y (lands at the fouth end of a ridge of mountains called Malvern-hiiis, on 
the eail fide of this county, at the diftance of 1 18 miles from London. It is a 
well built town, inhabited chiefly by clothiers, and has a hofpital, liberally en-
dowed, befides a charity fchool for twenty-three poor children. 

L E O M I N S T E R , or L E M S T E R , is faid to have been originally called Monafte-
rium Leonis, from a monailery built here by king Merwald, after he had feen 
a lion in a vifion. Others are of opinion that the prefent name is a corruption 
of Llan Lieni, a name given it by the ancient Britons, figmfying * church of nuns • 
and there are fome who derive Lemfter from linum, the Latin name ior flax, oi 
which the bed kind is laid to grow here. 

Leominfter is diftant from London 136 miles, it was incorporated by queen 
Mary, and is governed by a high fteward, a bailiff, a recorder, twelve capital 
buraeffes, out of whom the bailiff is chofen, and a town cleric. It is_ a large, 
handfome, populous town, with feveral bridges over the river L u g , and is a great 
thoroughfare between South Wales and London. It has a large beautiful church, 
and an almihoufe, founded by the widow of a man who is faid to have given away 
the created part of his eftate in his lifetime, and to have been afterwards treated 
with a difrefieft, from which his money would have preferved him : this is 
probably alluded to by the figure of a man, holding up a hatchet, m a mch over 
the entrance to the houfe, with the following lines underneath: 

4 Let him, that gives his'goods before he is dead, 
' Take this hatchet and cut off his head.' 

At the fairs of this town are fold many horfes and black cattle k had fo 
confiderable a trade in wool, at its market which was held on hurfcUy,. the 
fame day as the market was held at Hereford and Worcefter tl1at t h o * ^ 
petitioned to have the day changed, complaining of their lofs of ̂ trade. Upon 
this petition Lemfter market-day was changed from Thurfdayto F n a j and 
fmce that time the trade has greatly decreafed. The wool brougb* tothis mar-
ket has been reckoned the beft in all Europe, except that of Apulia and Tarcn-
tum, and was defervedly called Lemfter ore, b e c a u f e i t greatly enriched the town. 
This town has alfo the beft flax, wheat, and barley, in England, c a r r i e s on a con-
fiderable trade in wool, gloves, leather and hats, having many mills ami o her 
machines conftantly working on the rivers that flow through the valley on which 

it Hands.. 

P E M B R I D G E is a fmall town upon the river Arrow, at the diftance of 130 
miles from London, where there is a manufacture or woollen cloth. 

R O S S E (lands upon the river Wye, at the diftance of I I ? miles from Lon~ 
don It was made a free borough by king Henry the Third, and is a p o p -
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Ions well built town, confiding chiefly of two ftreets, each about half a mile 
long;, crofting each other in the middle. Here are two charity fchools, one for 
thirty boys, the other for twenty girls, who are taught and cloathed by ilibfcnp-
tion. This town is much frequented on account of its markets and fairs, which 
are well ftored with cattle and other provifions. It is famous for cyder; and 
Mr. Camden fays that in his time it had a confutable manufacture of iron 
wares. 

W E O B L E Y , or W E B L E Y , fituated at the diftance of 1 3 0 miles from London, is 
an ancient borough by prefcription, but no. corporation. Here are two.̂  chari-
ty fchools,, iuppofted by iubftription, one for twenty-five boys,, and another for 
girls.. 

€ U R I O S I T I E S. 

As an extraordinary inftance of the longevity of the inhabitants of this county, Extracrdma-

Mr. Serjeant Hoikins, a gentleman of confiderable eftate in thefe parts, invited ry inftance of 
king James the Firft, while he was on a progrefs this way, to his houfe, where, longevity, 
havrng elegantly entertained him, he procured ten old men and women, whole 
ages put together amounted to. more than one thoufand years,, to dance the 
morrice before him. 

In Wefthyde, near Hereford, June 6th, 1.697, there fell fuch a prodigious a prodigious 

ihower of hail, as broke all the windows, deftroyed all the poultry, corn, grafs, fliowerofhail. 

and moil of the fruit trees in the village, feveral of the ftones meafuring full nine 
inches round., . 

Below a hill on which ftands Richard's Caftle, about five miles north of R e m a r k a b l e ; 
Leominfter, is a well, called Bone Well, in which a great quantity of fmall bones well, 
is always found, and of which there is conftantly a freili fupply, m a very fnort 
time after it is cleared, of them. Some imagine thefe to be the bones of fome 
fmall flih, and others the bones of frogs-, but whence or how they came to be 
collected here, it is not eafy to conjecture. 

On the top of one of the hills called Malvern-hills, there is a. fpring, the wa- M e d i e M 
ter of which is faid to be a remedy for many diforders of the eyes and at about fprings, 
a furlong diftance is another, faid to be of great efficacy in the cure of cancers. 

About two miles and a half from thefe hills, there is a ipring, which the people 
in the neighbourhood call Holy Well. It is fituated on the fide of a hill, m an 
arable field ; and befides feveral medical qualities, it is faid to clear the ikm 
from funburns and freckles, if waihed with it two or three mornings fucceffively. 
This fpring paffes through a light fand, appears to ferment, and is full of very 
fmall thin lamina, of a metalline appearance, and as bright as the pureft filver; 
from which however the refiners could extract nothing of value. Within two 
miles of this fpring is another, called alfo Holy Well, fituated on me brow or 
a hill, which ftands alio in a corn field ; the water of this well is faid to be good 
in diforders of the eyes, and to have performed many extraordinary cures upon 
perfons aiBicted with putrid ulcers,. A . 
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A gigantick At Doward-hill, in the pariih of Whitchurch, not far from RoíTe, fome 
Ikeleton. men who were digging, found a cavity, which feemed to have been arched over, 

and in it a human ikeleton, which appeared to have been more than double the 
ftature of the talleft man now known. Thefe bones were, not many years agos in 
the poifeiTion of a furgeon at Briftol, in Somerfetfhire* 

A hill re- . I n the year 1575 , Marcley-hill, about fix miles eaft of Hereford, after íhak-
moved by an ing and roaring in a terrible manner, for three days together, was, about fix 
earthquake, o'clock on Sunday evening, put in motion, and continued moving for eight 

hours, in which time it advanced upwards of 200 feet from its former fituation, 
and mounted twelve fathoms higher than it was before. In the place whence it 
fet out, it left a gap 400 feet long, and 320 feet broad, and in its progrefs it 
overthrew a chapel, belonging to a village called Kinnafton, together with all 
the trees, houfes, and every other thing that flood in its way; carrying with it 
the trees that grew upon it, with fheep folds, and fome flocks of fheep that were 
grazing on it. Mr. Camden obferves, that the earthquake which removed this 
hill, was of that kind which the naturaliils call Brafmatia, being a motion up 
and down, or perpendicular to the horizon. 

Large ñones In a common meadow, called the Wergins, to the eaft of Hereford, two larsje 
removed in ftones fet on-end for a water-mark, were, about the year 1652, removed 240 
an extraordi- p a c e s n o body knew how ; though they were fo large, that when thev were re-
nary manner. L j 1 i r i ° • 1 ' . •>. 1 moved back again, one or them required nine yokes of oxen to draw it. 

A N T I Q U I T I E S . 

Ancient Lha- T ] ' i s county, together with Radnoríhire, Brecknockíhire, Monmouthihire, and 
bitants. Glamorganihire, in Wales, conftitute that diftrift, which in ancient times was 

inhabited by the Sfures, a people whom Tacitus and fome others, from their 
ruddy complexion, curled hair, and fituation over againft Spain, have fuppofed 
to come originally-from that country. The derivation of their name is uncer-
tain ; but we are told by Pliny and Tacitus, that they were a flout, bold, and 
warlike people, impatient of fervitude, and inflexibly obftinate. They long op-
pofed the Roman power under their king Caratacus, being made defperate by a 
declaration of the emperor Claudius, that they fhould be totally exterminated. 
During this war, they were at length defeated by Aulus Plan tins, and their king 
Caratacus taken and fent to Rome, where he was led in triumph ; but they were 
not intirely fubdued till the reign of Vefpafian. A Roman legion was then 
placed in garrifon among them, which effectually prevented a revolt. 

This county remained under the jurifdi&ion of the Britons feveral ages after 
the Saxons came into this ifland, but was at laft fubdued by a king of Mercia, 
and annexed to his own dominions. After this, it was perpetually haraiTed by 
the Welch, on whole country it borders ; and to feeure it from thefe incurfions, 
O fía, who fucceeded to the kingdom of Mercia, made a broad ditch, one hundred 
miles long, which was called Óffa's Ditch, fome traces of which are ftill vifible, 
This county was alfo fortified with no lefs than twenty-eight caitles; but the 
greateft part of them are now totally demolifhed. 

Here-
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Hereford is thought by fome to have been founded by king Edward the Elder, Antiquities of 

thou oh others fuppofe it to have fprung up about the time that the Saxon h e p - H e r e f o r d , 

carchy was at its height, and firft to become confiderable about the year 825, by a 
church built here by Milfrid, king of the Mercians, to the memory of Ethelbert, 
king of the Eait Angles, who was murdered by the queen of king Ofta, while 
he was courting their daughter. This church foon after became a cathedral, and 
Hereford was made the fee of a biihop; but in the time of Edward the Con-
feifor, Griffin, prince of South Wales, facked the city, deftroyed the cathedral, 
and carried the biihop away prifoner. This city was therefore at the Norman 
invafion almbft in ruins ; the Conqueror however rebuilt both the city and ca-
thedral, and ereded a caftle, which, though now in ruins, Leland fays was in 
his time the faireft, largeft, and ftrongeit in England ; it was furrounded by a 
double wall, each of which was furrounded with water, part being the river, and 
part a ditch-, the donjon was high, and extreamly well fortified, having ten 
femicircular towers in the outward wall, and one very large tower in the 
Inward. 

Afmal l village called the Old Town, fituated at the foot of Hatterel-hills, Roman a n ^ 

a n d o n the river'Monow, in the fouth-weft corner of this county, is thought t o q u e s , 

be the town called Bleftium, in the Itinerary of Antoninus, and appears from fe-
veral remains of antiquity in and about it, to have been once a place of fome 
note and ftrengtk 

Kenchefter, four miles north-weft from Hereford, is thought to be the an-
cient Ariconium ; and about the year 1669, a great vault paved with ftone, and 
a table of plaifter in it, was difcovered in a neighbouring wood ; and near the 
fame place were frequently dug up Roman coins and urns, with bones and allies 
In them. Here was'alfo difcovered a bath, and the pipes of brick which heated 
It, were in a perfed ftate of prefervation. 

At Creden-lilH, about a mile from Kenchefter, there is a very large camp,, 
ftrongly fortified, the ditch being double, and the whole taking up no lefs than 
forty acres of ground. 

At Eaton Wall,, a village upon the Wye, two miles, from Hereford* is a camp* 
with, fingle works,., whichlncludes near forty acres.. 

Within a mile of Hereford is a Roman camp,, now called Oyfter-hill, fup-
pofed by fome etymologifts, to have taken its name from Oftorius* who was, 
the Roman general when the army encamped here. 

On the borders of Shropfhire is a perfed Roman camp, called Brandon: it is a 
fmo-le fquare work, with four ports, near which are two barrows, where, in the-
vear 1662 an urn was found, with allies and bones in it and half a mile from 
thence,, on the outfide of a fmall ftre.am, jcaiied Bardfield,, was a Bntilh camp* 
now covered with great oaks, and called Coxah. 

In a park belonging-to Croft Caftle, on the north-weft of Leominfter, is a large 
camp, with two ditches,, called the Ambry, 

Vot- L Q ^ 



2 Q 2 H E R E F O R D S H I R E , 
Ancient On a hill in the neighbourhood of Leominfter, there are the ruins of a pa-
buildings. lace, now called Comfor Caftle and at the eaft end of the church of Leomin-

fter, there are fome few remains of a priory. 

Brampton Brian Caftle, about feven miles from Ludlow, is a ftately ancient 
pile of building; and at Goodrich, near Roffe, is an old caftle, now in ruins. 

An ancient Upon Capellar hill, near Brockhampton, a village lying fouth-eaft of Here-
camp and ford, there is a very fine fquare camp, called Wobury, double trenched, and near 
other remains ^f a mile long, but narrow, 
of antiquity, ° 

At Colwall, about two miles north of Ledbury, a poor cottager found a coro-
net of gold, adorned with diamonds: he fold it to a goldfmith in Glocefter for 
thirty-one pounds, who fold it again to a jeweller in London for 2501. and the 
jeweller is faid to have fold it a third time for no lefs than 15001 . profit. 

At Do ward are ftill to be feen the remains of fome old fortifications j and in 
digging here for iron ore, they have frequently found broad arrow heads. 

At Sutton Walleys, on the river Lug, north of Hereford, are ftill to be feen 
fome remains of king Offa's palace. 

E C C L E S I A S T I C A L A N T I Q^U I T I E S. 

At Hereford the cathedral built by the Conqueror is ftill {landing. The reve-
nues of the bifhopric were valued upon the diffolution at 7681. 10s. 7d. clear, 
and the revenues of the dean and reiidentiaries at 4231. 17s . 2d. per annum5 
befides an annual fum of 88L 14s. 9 d. to be divided amongft twenty vicars 
choral. 

There is alfo in this city a chapel dedicated to St. Cuthbert, where anciently 
there were prebendaries, who were afterwards trandated to the church of St, 
Peter, built by Walter de Lacy, in the time of William the Conqueror, and en-
dowed by him with feveral eftates* This collegiate church, with all the reve-
nues belonging to it, being given in the year 1 1 0 1 , by Hugh de Lacy, fon of 
Walter, to the abbey of St, Peter at Glocefter, the provoft and fecular canons 
were changed into a prior and Benediitine monks, who were removed into the 
eaft fuburb, without Biihopfgate, where Robert Betun, biihop of Hereford, 
gave them ground, on which was built the monaftery of St. Peter, St. Paul, and 
St. Guthlac, which was valued upon the diffolution at 1 2 1 1 . 3s, 3d. per annum. 

In Wydmer-ftreetj or the fuburb, without the north gate of this city, there 
was an hofpital of St. John, which Leland fays was fometimes a houfe of Temp-
lars, and when he wrote, an almilioufe, with a chapel; but biihop Tanner is of 
opinion that this is the hofpital which king Richard the Firft gave to the 
preceptory at a place called Dynmore (though there appears to be no place now 
of this name in the county) which was of Hofpitalers, not of Templars, and 
was, as a parcel of Dynmore, reftored to thole knights, in the reign $f Philip 
and Mary. 1 . 

The _ 
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The hofpital of St. Anthony at Vienna, had a grant of the church of All Saints 

and the chapel of St. Martin, in Hereford, by a charter dated the thirty-third 
of king Henry the Third. 

Without Frere-gate, in Hereford, is a college of Grey friars, which was 
founded by Sir William Pembrugge, in the time of Edward the Firft, and dedi-
cated to St. Guthlac. The revenues at the diifolution were valued at 1 2 1 1 . 3 s, 3d» 
per annum. 

The Friars Preachers came hither firft in the time of St. Thomas Cantilupe, 
biiliop of Hereford, about the year 1280, and fet up a little oratory at Port-
field, in the Inn-gate fuburb, where Sir John Daniel, or Deinvile, knight, began 
a new priory and church for them, which was finiilied by king Edward the 
Third. 

In the fuburb, without St. Andrew's Gate, as Leland calls that which _ in 
Speed's map is called St. Owen's Gate, there was ah hofpital of St. Giles, which 
once had friars of Grifey, or Savignian monks, and then Templars. _ King Rich-
ard gave this chapel to the town, upon which it was made an hofpital. 

There was alfo in the fuburb, without Inn-gate, a chapel of St. Giles, firft 
founded for lazars, but afterwards converted to the ufe of other poor, of which 
the burgefies are patrons. 

The vicars of the cathedral church here, were, in the time of Richard the Se-
cond, incorporated and made a college and it is faid, continue fo at prefent, 
having a common hall, a warden, and other officers. 

It appears by fome manufcript collections, made by St Lo Kynveton, Efq; 
from ancient records, that there was a priory in this city called the Hofpital or 
St. Thomas. 

There was an hofpital near the bridge over the Wye, in Hereford, as early as 
the year .1226, 

At Leominfter, Merwald, king of the weftern part of Mercia, firft built a 
monaftery to the honour of St. Peter, about the year 660, which was deitrgyed 
in the Daniih wars. Here was afterwards a college of prebendaries, and men 
a n a b b e y of nuns, who were "all difperfed, and moft of their lands poiTeffed by 
laymen, long before the year 1 1 2 5 , when king Henry the Firft gave this mo-
naftery. with every thing belonging to it, to the new abbey which he haa 
founded at Reading, in Berkfhire, to which it became a cell. In the year i536> 
it was endowed with the yearly revenue of 6 6 0 1 . 16 s. 8d. o u t o f w h i c h there 
was paid to Reading, and in other reptiles, to the value of 4481. 4s. 8 d. p r 
annum. 

Near Pembridge were tJ?e manor and church of Lena, or Monkland, which 
in the reign of William Rufus, was given to the Benedidine monks of the ao-
bey of St. Peter, at Caftellione, or Conches, in Normandy, to which it became a 
cell, but it was afterwards given to the Carthufians at Coventry. 
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At Harold's Ewias, a village fouth-weft of Hereford, there was a church, de-

dicated to St. Michael, which was given by Harold, lord of Ewias, to the ab-
bey of St. Peter, in Glocefter, in the year u o o , upon condition that they ihould 
fettle here a prior and fmall convent of Black monks. This fettlement was ac-
cordingly made, but the revenues falling ihort, it was, in the year 1358, in-
corporated with the great abbey of Glocefter. 

In the vear u o o , a fmall college of three prebendaries, was founded in the 
parochial church of Wigmore, a village north of Pembridge, by Ralph de Mor-
timer. Hugh de Mortimer, fon of Ralph de Mortimer, founded and endowed 
an abbey, within a mile of Wigmore, for monks of the order of St. Auftin, and 
dedicated it to St. James. The revenues of this abbey at the fuppreffion, 
amounted to 2671. 2 s. lod. per annum. 

At Clifford, a village upon the river Wye, on the borders of Radnorfhire, 
Simon Fitz Richard Fitz Ponce, in the time of Henry the Firft, founded a priory 
of Cluniac monks, fubordinate to a monaftery at Lev/is, a borough town of 
Suffex. It was dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and continued till the fuppreffion, 
when it was valued at 571. 7 s. 4.6., per annum. 

At Kilpecke, fouth of Hereford, there was a church, dedicated to St. David, 
which was given by Hugh, the fon of William, the Norman, whofe family af-
terwards aifumed the name of Kilpecke, to the abbey of St. Peter at Glocefter, to 
which it became a cell, in the year 1 1 34 , and fo continued till the time of Tho-
mas Spofford, biihop of Hereford, when it was altogether united to Glocefter3 
about the middle of the fifteenth century. 

At Dowre, near Harold's Ewias, Robert de Ewias, youngeft fon to Harold, 
lord of Ewias, in the time of king Stephen, built an abbey of White monks, 
dedicated to the Virgin Mary, which, at the diftblution, conftfted of an abbat 
and eight religious, and was valued at 10 1 1 . 5 s. 2d. -per annum. 

The manor of Ocull, near Hereford, being given to the abbey of Lira, in 
Normandy, by one of the anceftors of Robert Chandos, before the year 1 160, 
;t became an alien priory of Benedi&ine monks. 

At a hill, near the place called Dynmore, about half way between Leomin-
iter and Hereford, there was a commandry, which belonged to the order of the 
knights of St. John of Jerufalem in London, to whom it was given by a bro-
ther of the order, in the time of king Henry the Second. 

At Limbrook, near Wigmore, there was a cell to Aveney in Normandy; 
and about a quarter of a mile from the left bank of the river Lug, in this place, 
was a priory of nuns, of the order of St. Auftin, founded by fome of the Mor-
timers, as early as Richard the Firft, which continued till the general fuppref-
fion, when it had fix nuns, and was valued at 221. 17s. 8d. per annum. 

A priory of Benediftine monks is mentioned by Gervafe of Canterbury, who 
ftourifhed in the time of king Richard the Firft, to have been at Barrone, in 
this county, but no fuch place as Barrone is now to be found, 

c Mar-
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Margery, the wife of Walter de Lacy, founded a nunnery in the foreft of 
Acornbury, which was given her by king John for that purpofe, and dedicated it 
to the Holy Crols. In this houfe there was a priorefs and feven nuns, of the or-
der of St. Auftin, whofe revenue at the fupprefhon was 6y 1. 13s. 2d. per 
annum. 

At Wormfley, fituated fouth-eaft of Weobley, Gilbert Talbot founded a priory 
of Black canons, of the order of St. Victor, and dedicated it to St. Leonard, 
about the reign of king John. At the diffolution it had feven canons, and was 
endowed with 83 1. 10s. 2d. per annum. 

At C rail well, near the foot of Hatterel-hills, on the borders of Brecknockihire, 
was a monaitery, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, for a prior and ten religious, of 
the order of Grandmount in Normandy. They were fettled here about the 
time of king John, by Walter de Lacy, and the revenue of 40 s. per annum was 
in the fecond year of king Edward the Fourth, granted to God's Houfe college, 
now Chrift's college, in Cambridge. 

At Ledbury was an hofpital for a mailer, redor or prior, and feveral poor 
brothers and fillers, built by Hugh Foliot, biihop of Hereford, in the year 1232, 
and. dedicated to St. Catharine. At the fuppreffion its yearly revenues amounted to 
22I. 5 s. clear. It ft ill exifts, having been refounded by queen Elizabeth in the 
year 1580, for a mailer, who is appointed by the dean andchapter of Hereford, 
feven poor widowers, and three poor widows, who are nominated by the mailer, 
and have each an allowance of 61. 13 s. 4d. per annum, befides cloaths and fire. 

The redory of this town was anciently divided into feveral portions or pre-
bends ; but about the year 1400, a college for a mailer and eight fecular priefts, 
was founded in the pariih church, by John Trevenant, biihop of Hereford. 

At Home Lacy, upon the river Wye, three miles fouth of Hereford, William 
Fitz-wain, in the beginning of the reign of king Henry the Third, founded 
an abbey for Premonftratenfian canons, and dedicated it to the Virgin Mary 
and St. Thomas a Becket. It was endowed with feveral lands in the neighbouring 
country, but the revenues of it at the fuppreffion do not appear. 

In the church of Bromyard there were three canons, prebendaries, or por-
rionifts," as early as the fifty-third of king Henry the Third. The bifhopric of 
Hereford nominated to this charity, and the church was frequently called a 
collegiate church, or college. 

At Titley, on the river Arrow, north-weft of Pembridge, there was a cell to 
the abbey of Tyrone, in France, 

At Flanesford, faid to be a village upon the river Wye, a little to the fouth 
of Voile, though no fuch place is now to be found, Richard Talbot, lord or 
Caftie Gotheridge, or Goodrich, near Roffe, built and endowed, in the year 
1247, a fmall priory of Black canons, dedicated to St. John Baptift, which at the 
diffolution was valued at 14I. 8s. gd. per annum. 
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M E M B E R S of P A R L I A M E N T for this C O U N T Y . 

H E R T F O 

This county fends eight members to parliament; two knights of the ihire for 
the county, two members for the city of Hereford, two for the borough of Leo» 
minfter, and two for that of Weobley, 
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H E R T F O R D S H I R E. 

N A M E , 

TH I S county takes its name from Hertford, or Hartford, the county 
town. 

B O U N D A R I E S , E X T E N T and S I T U A T I O N . 

Hertfordihire is bounded by Cambridgefhire on the north, by Middlefex on 
the'fouth, by Bedfordiliire and Buckinghamfhire on the weft, and by Eifex on 
the eaft. It'meafnres 28 miles from e afe to "weft, 36 miles from north to fouth, 
and 130 miles in circumference ; and St. Albans, a coniiderable borough town, 
nearly in the center of the county, is cliftant 21 miles north-weft of London. 

R I V E R S. 

This county is watered by fever al rivers, the chief of which are the Lea, the 
Coin, the Stort, the Ver, and the New River. The courfe of the Lea has 

been 
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been defcribed already, in the account of Effex. The Coin rifes not far from 
Bifhop's Hatfield, a confiderable market town of this county, and running fouth-
weft, paffes. by Watford, another market town, a few miles fouth-weft of which 
it runs almoft diredly fouth, and feparating Buckinghamfliire from Middlefex, 
falls into the river Thames near Stanes, a market town of Middlefex. 

The Stort rifes in the north-eaft part of the county, and pafling by Biftiop's 
Stortford, a market town, and feparating the counties of Hertford and Effex, 
falls into the river Lea not far from Hoddefdon, another market town of this 
county. 

The river Yer, More, or Moore, rifes in the weft part of the county, and run-
ning fouth-eaft, paffes by St. Albans, and after running two or three miles due 
fouth, it falls into the river Coin. 

The New River rifes near Ware, a confiderable market town of this county, 
whence it is conveyed in an artificial channel, not more than ten feet wide, _ to 
London. This channel is cut through feveral rifing grounds, and lined with 
bricks and ftones, and it is carried crofs feveral vallies in a trough of wood, the 
bottom of which is in fome places fo much above the furface of the ground, that 
a man J by {looping, may pafs under it. The whole length of its courfe is about 
thirty-fix miles, and being collected in a large bafon, on a confiderable rifing 
ground, near Iflington, at about a mile diftance from London, it is conveyed m 
a great 'variety ofdiredions, through fifty-eight wooden pipes, each of which is 
feven inches diameter, to different quarters of the city. In thefe pipes of wood 
an almoft infinite number of leaden pipes, of one inch bore, are inferted, and 
conduced under ground, one to every houfe, the poffefibr of which chufes to be fo 
fupplied, in all the ftreets, lanes, courts, and alleys of that vail metropolis. Be-
fore this flupendous work was undertaken, the city was fupplied with water 
chiefly by conduits, which were ereded in ftich public places as were thought 
moil convenient, whence the neighbouring inhabitants fetched it in buckets, and 
filled their cifterns for ufe-, but this method being attended with great labour, 
and upon other accounts being found troublefome and inconvenient, a fcneme 
wa< proieded to condud the water now called the New River, to London for 
the water of the Thames was too low for the purpofe ; the icheme having been, 
approved by the government, the city of London was impowered to carry it in-
to execution, by two ads of parliament, palled in the reign of king James the 
T^irft. but after fome progrefs in the work, the magiftrates being difcouraged 
by the expence, ordered that it ihould be difcontinued but the woric that was 
given up by the moil opulent, city in the world, b e c a u f e the charge of it was 
thought too great, was refumed by a private gentleman Mr. Middleton a gold-
fmith of London, who, at his own expence, and to the total rum of his for-
tune, p e r f e v e r e d in the undertaking, till he had accompliihed i t He had indeed 
a frnail Itipend allowed him out of the prodigious gam w h i c h afterwards accrued, 
from it, and received alio the honour of knighthood • levera pcrfons were then 
formed into a corporation for directing and preferving the works, which ftnl iuô -
fifts, by the name of the governors and company of the New River. 

A r R 



H E R T F O R D S H I R E , 

A I R and S O I L . 

The air of this county is very pure, and confequently healthy, and is often 
recommended by phyficians to valetudinarians, for the prefervation or recovery 
of health. The foil is for the moil part rich, and in feveral places mixed with 
a marie, which produces excellent wheat and barley. The paitures however are 
but indifferent j fuch as are dry, generally producing fern and broom, and thofe 
that are wet, ruihes and mofs but by an invention, not many years practifect, 
called bufli draining, the wet lands are greatly improved. 

N A T U R A L P R O D U C T I O N S . 

The chief produce of this county is wood, wheat, barley, and all other forts of 
grain; but the wheat and barley of Hertfordfhire are fo much prized in London, 
that many thoufand quarters, both of barley and wheat, are fold every year, as 
the produce of this county, of which not a grain ever grew in it, 

M A N U F A C T U R E S and T R A D E . 

The inhabitants are chiefly makfters, millers, and dealers in corn j no manu-
facture worth notice, being eftabliihed in any part of the county. 

C I V I L and E C C L E S I A S T I C A L D I V I S I O N S . 

Hertfordfnire is divided into eight hundreds, and the juftices of the peace, for 
the greater convenience of themfelves and the people, have divided the whole 
fnire into three parts, in each of which they have their feveral courts, or petty 
feifions. It has no city, but contains nineteen market towns. It lies in the 
province of Canterbury, and partly in the diocefe of London, and partly in that 
^f Lincoln, and has 120 parifhes. 

M A R K E T T O W N S . 

The market towns are St. Albans, Baldock, Barkway, Barnet, Berkhamfled, 
Buntingford, Hatfield-Bifhops, Hempited, Hertford, Hitchin, Hoddefdon, Rick-
manfworth, Royiton, Standon, Stevenage, Stortford-Bifhops, Tring, Ware, and 
Watford. 

S T . A L B A N S derived its name from an abbey, built there in 703, to the me« 
mory' of Albanus, the firfl martyr of Britain, who fuffered in die perforation 
under the emperor Dioclelian, was canonized as a faint, and buried on a hill in 
the neighbourhood of this town. It is confidered as having rifen out of the 
ruins of an ancient Roman town, called Verulam, though Verulam was fituated 
on the other fide of the river Ver. It fent members to parliament as early as 
any borough in the kingdom. It is incorporated by charter, and governed by a 
mayor, high fteward, recorder, twelve aldermen, a town clerk, and twenty-four 
affiilants. In this borough there is a diilricc called a liberty, which has ajurif-
didion both in ecclefiaflical and civil matters, peculiar to itfelf; it includes the 
parifhes of Watford, Rickmanfworth, Norton, Ridge, Hoxton, Walden Ab-

V O L . L R r B O T S * 
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hots, Sarret, Langley-Abbots, Elftre, Buihy, Cudicot, Shepchele, Sand ridge* 
Redburne, and Barnet. This liberty has a gaol, and a gaol delivery at St. Al-
bans, four times a-year, on the Thurfday after the quarter feffions at Hertford. 
There are four wards in this town, in each of which there are a conftable and 
two church wardens. 

Though St. Albans is not one of the moil beautiful towns in the kingdom, 
yet the country round it is yery p leal ant, and abounds with line feats. The 
town is large and populous, and has four pariih churches, St. Albans, St. Peter's, 
St. Stephen's, and St. Michael's. St. Albans was the abbey church, founded by 
Offa, king of the Mercians, in the year 793. After the diifolution, the corporation 
bought it of king Edward the Sixth, for 4001. and converted it into a pariih church, 
by the name, of St. Albans. It is a large pile of building, which may iuftly 
claim a particular regard, both for its antiquity and beauty. It was built out of 
the ruins of the walls of Old Verulam, and though time has made the outfide of 
it appear like ilone, yet it may be eafily difcovered that the building is of brick. 
Within it are many remarkable infcriptions and monuments. St. Peter's church 
is iituated on the north fide of the town, St. Michael's ftands in the north-weil, 
and both are handfome edifices. Here are two charity fchools, one for twenty-
eight boys, who are all cloathed, the other for twenty-one girls, of whom four-
teen only are cloathed. Some almihoufes were alfo built at the entrance of the 
town, by John Churchill, duke of Marlborough, who ereded a feat, here, called 
Holloway-houfe, upon the river Yer, which runs through the garden 5 and here 
his dutchefs dowager caufed a fine ilatue of the late queen Anne, carved by 
Mr. Ryibrack, to be ereded, on the pedeftal of which fhe infcribed a charac-
ter of her Majeily, both as a woman and a queen, with this remarkable attefta-
tion under It.: ' A l l this I know to be true, S A R A H M A R L B O R O U G H , 1 7 3 8 / 
This town has no particular manufacture, but it has one of the greateil weekly 
markets in England for wheat, 

B A L D O C K is 38 miles diilant from London, and ftands between two hills, in 
a chalkey foil, fit for corn. It is a pretty large town, and in the middle of it 
is a handfome church, with three chancels, and a beautiful tower, in which is an 
excellent ring of fix bells. Among other confiderable benefadions to the poor 
of this place, Mr. John Winne gave 1 1 ,0001. to build fix almihoufes, and pur-
chafe lands to raife an annuity of forty iliillings a-piece to every poor perfon 
fettled in them. Here are many maltiters, and the market of this town is very 
confiderable, both for corn, and malt. 

B A R K W A Y , from the Saxon name Bepgpmt, which fignifies over the hill, is 
35; miles diftant from London, and being a confiderable thoroughfare in the 
north road, has feveral good inns, and is a populous and flouriihing town. It 
has a church, in which there are feveral handfome monuments; and there is a 
chapel of eafe called Northamfted, about a mile from it, to which the vicars are 
inftituted with the church. 

B A R N E T is called alfo H I G H B A R N E T , from its fituation on a hill, and C H E A P -

I N G B A R R E T , from a market, to diftinguiih it from a village in its neighbour-
hood., called Eaft Barnet, It is ten miles. _ diftant from Londons in the great 

8 north 
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north road, and is therefore well fupplied with inns. The church here is a 
chapel of eafe to the village of Eaft Barnet. There is in this town an almihoufe, 
founded and endowed by James Ravenfcroft, Efq; for fix widows, and there is 
a free fchool, founded by queen Elizabeth, and endowed partly by that queen, 
and partly by alderman Owen, of London, whofe additional endowment is paid 
by the filhmongers company, who appoint twenty-four governors, by whom the 
mailer and uiher are chofen, to teach feven children gratis, and all the reft of 
the parifh for five (hillings a-quarter. Here is a famous market for corn and 
cattle, but efpecially for fwine. 

B E R K H A M S T E D , is a name which fignifies a village among hills, being com-
pounded of three Saxon words, Berghy a hill, Ham, a town, and Sted, a place or 
feat. It is the capital of a hundred called Dacorum, from its having been much 
inhabited by the Danes. The town ftands upon the borders of Buckingham-
ihire, at the diftance of 30 miles from London : king Henry the Second kept 
his court in it, and granted it feveral privileges, particularly that its merchan-
dize fhould pals free of toll and cuftom through England, Normandy, Acqui-
tain, and Anjou, and that no judicial procefs fhould be executed by any of the 
king's officers within its liberties, but only by its own high fteward, coroner, 
and bailiffs; that no market fhould be kept within feven miles of it, and that 
the inhabitants ftiould not be obliged to attend at any affizes or fefiions. In the 
reign of Henry the Third it was a borough, and in the fourteenth of king Ed-
ward the Third fent members to parliament. There are no lefs than fifty-three 
townfhips belonging to the manor, which derives its name from this town, which 
are obliged to pay homage, and chufe conftables here. Of thefe townfhips there 
are eleven in this county, fifteen in Buckinghamfhire, and twenty-feven in North-
amptonfhire. King James the Fir ft, to whole children this place was a nurfery, 
made it a corporation, by the name of bailiff and burgeffes of Berkhamfted St. 
Peter; the burgeffes to be twelve, to chufe a recorder and town clerk, and to 
have a prifon : but the corporation was fo impoverifhed by the civil wars, in the 
next reign, that the government dropped, and has not fince been renewed. 

The town, which ftands on the fide of a hill, is pretty large, with a hand-
feme broad ftreet of a good length. The church, which ftands in the middle of 
the town, is a fpacious edifice, dedicated to St. Peter, and has many chapels and 
oratories. On the pillars of the church are representations of eleven of the 
apoftles, with each of them a fentence of the creed, and on the twelfth pillar is 
a figure of St. George killing the dragon. Here is an almihoufe, built by Mr. 
John Sayer and his wife, who endowed" it with 1300I. for the maintenance of 
fix poor widows. Here is alfo a charity fchool, and a free grammar fchool: the 
grammar fchool is a handfome brick llruilure, and is well endowed, the king 
being patron, and the warden of All Souls College in Oxford, vifitor. One of 
the chapels in the church, called St. John's Chapel, is ufed only by the mailer,, 
uihers, and fcholars of this free fchool ; 

Mr. Norden, who wrote in the reign of queen Elizabeth, tells us, •that in:,his 
time this town was noted for making of malt. 

B U N T I N G F O R D is a fmall town, fituated at the ford of a little river, called the 
Rib, in the poll road to Cambridge, at the diftance of 32 miles from London, 

R r 2. It 
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It Hands in four parifhes, to one of which, called Layfton, it is a chapelry. The 
chapel is a handfome brick ilru&ure, iiniihed in 1626. Here is a fumptuous 
almihoufe, founded and endowed by Dr. Seth Ward, biihop of Sarum, in Wilt-
fhire, for four ancient men and as many ancient women, who, from a ftate of 
affluence, were reduced by misfortunes to poverty. A fchool-houfe was built 
in 1630, by the widow of William Freeman, Efq; who gave feven pounds a-year 
to teach feven poor children. Biihop Ward, who was brought up at the free 
fchool here, gave alfo four fcholarihips of twelve pounds a-year, to Chrift's Col-
lege in Cambridge, to be enjoyed by four fcholars, natives of Hertfordfhire, that 
were educated at this fchool, till they are mailers of arts. 

H A T F I E L D - B I S H O P S was originally called Heathfield, from its fituation on a 
barren heath, and was diilinguiihed by the name of Biihop's Heathfield, now 
corrupted into Flatfield, becaufe it belonged to the bifhops of Ely. It Hands 
in the great north road, at the diftance of 20 miles from London, and had once 
a royal palace, from whence both king Edward the Sixth, and queen Elizabeth 
were condu&ed to the throne ; king Edward was educated here, and queen 
Elizabeth bought the manor of the biihop of Ely. There are two charity fchools 
in this town. 

H E M P S T E D , called by the Saxons Henamfled, or Hehan Hempfted, that is High 
Hempjiedy is fuppofed by fome to have derived its name from the great growth 
of hemp in that place. It is 29 miles diflant from London, and was incorpo-
rated by king Henry the Eighth. It is governed by a bailiff, and the inhabi-
tants are impowered to have a common feal, and a pye powder court, during its 
market and fairs. It ftands among hills, upon a frnall river called the Gade, and 
is pretty populous. There is a handfome church near the town, with a good ring 
of bells, and a tall fpire, which is a great ornament to the place. The market 
lias been reckoned one of the greateil in the county, if not in all England, for 
wheat, and 20,000!. a-week is often returned here only for meal; eleven pair of 
mills ftand within four miles of the place, which bring a great trade to it : but the 
road is fo continually torn by carriages, that it is one of the worft turnpike ways 
to London. Befides its trade in corn and meal, fome thoufand pounds a-week 
are returned for the mean manufacture of itraw hats. 

H E R T F O R D , or H A R T F O R D , was .by the ancient Britons called Durocobriv^ 
which in their language fignifies a red ford, from a fuppofition that the gravel at 
the ford over the river Lea, upon which this town Hands, was reel; thence fome 
have fuDpofed the prefent name to have been derived from the Saxon name Herud-
ford, as" fome copies of Bede have it, or Herotford, which is faid to have been 
given it in analogy to the Britifh name, and to fignify a red ford ; but the more 
probable conjecture is that of Dr. Gibfon, who derives Hertford from a hart, this 
county having formerly abounded in deer, and the arms of the town, as repre-
fented by Mr. Speed, being a hart couchant in the water; befides, the foil in this 
part of the county is not red, as in the fouth and weft parts, and thefe reafons 
have induced fome to write the name of this town Hartford, and not Hertford. 

It is diflant 2 3 miles from London, and was of fome note in the time of the 
ancient Britons ; the Eaft Saxon kings often kept their courts here, and upon 
the firft diviiion of the kingdom into counties, it was made the county town ; it. 

fent 
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fent members tq parliament in the reign of king Edward the Firft, but after the 
feventh of Henry the Fifth, on the petition of the bailiff and burgeffes to be ex-
cufed, on account of their poverty, that privilege was difcontinued till the 
twenty-fecond of James the Firft. In the time of Henry the Seventh, the ftand-
ard of weights and meafures was fixed here, and queen Mary made this a cor-
poration, by the name of bailiffs and burgeffes j and by her charter, the number 
of burgeffes was to have been fixteen. In the twenty-fifth and thirty-fifth years 
of queen Elizabeth, Michaelmas term was kept here, by reafon of the plague 
at both times in London, and that queen granted this town a new charter, by 
the ftile of a bailiff, eleven capital burgeffes, and fixteen affiftants. King James 
the Firft granted it another charter, with the ftile of mayor, burgeffes, and com-
monalty, to have ten capital burgeffes, and fixteen affiftants, and the mayor to 
be chofe out of the burgeffes, by both the burgeffes and affiftants but now this 
town is governed by a mayor, high fteward, who is generally a nobleman, a re-
corder, nine aldermen, a town clerk, chamberlain, ten capital burgeffes, and 
fixteen affiftants, together with two ferjeants at mace. 

The town of Hertford ftands pleafantly in a fweet air, and dry vale; it is 
built after the figure of a Roman Y , and has a caftle, placed between the two 
horns, in which is the feffions houfe for the county : it has alio a county gaol, 
and formerly had five churches, which now are reduced to two, All Saints and 
St. Andrews. All Saints is fituated on the fouth fide of the town, and has a tall 
fpire, covered with lead, and eight good bells, befides an organ, and a hand-
feme gallery for the mayor and aldermen of the borough, and for the governors of 
Chrift's Church Hofpital, in London, who have ereded a good houfe in this town 
to receive fick and fupernumerary children ; they have alfo built a large gallery in 
the church, in which 200 of their children may be accommodated. St. Andrews is 
only remarkable for giving its name to one of the ftreets. Here is a free gram» 
mar fchool, founded by Richard Hale, Efq; in the reign of king James the Firft, 
and endowed with forty pounds a-year; the corporation are governors of it, but 
the mailer is appointed by the heirs or reprefentatives of Mr. Hale, The houfe 
iT a' handfome ftrudure, and was not many years ago rebuilt. Here are alio 
three charity fchools, one ereded by the inhabitants, for forty boys, who are 
cloathed and taught by fubfeription.; another for twenty-five children, and a 
third for twenty children, both taught at the expence of private perions. 

^he chief commodities of this town are wheat, malt, and wool; and it is faid 
to fend no lefs than 5000 quarters of malt to London weekly, by the river Lea 
It is however obferved, that the magnificence of this town is much aiminiihed 
iince the north road from London, which went through it, was turned through 
the town of Ware. 

C H I N , or H I T C H I N G , is a corruption of Hitch-end, the original name'of 
town* fo called from its iituation at the end of a wood, named Hitchivccd, 

which now does not reach fo far as the town. It ftands in a pleafant valley, a 
the diftance of 35 miles from London, is the capital of a hundred or its. own 

- ' ' " . 1 1 1 . r... -]ie town, and iUC diftance of 35 miles from London, is the capital of a hundred of its. 
«¡me, a n d is g o v e r n e d by a bailiff and four conftables, two for the town 
two for the out-parts. It is divided into the three warns of Bancroft, Bndg 
Tilthoufe, and is reputed the fecond town in the fhire, for n u m b e r of hou es and 
inhabitants» It has a handfome church, 153 feet long, and 67 broad, wim 
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three chancels, and a tower twenty-one feet fquare, in which is a deep ring of 
fix bells. Flere is a free fchool, a charity fchool, and eight almihoufes. Great 
quantities of malt are made in this town, and it is a great market for all forts 
of grain. In this neighbourhood there is a ftoney fort of marie, fitter for lime 
than manure, which however being mixed with a fofter marie, that alfo abounds 
here, greatly improves the corn fields. 

H O D D E S D O N , or H O D S D O N , is a great thoroughfare in the north road, at the 
diftance of 19 miles from London. Queen Elizabeth, by charter, granted a 
grammar fchool to this town, and endowed it with certain privileges; and an 
almfhoufe was founded here in the reign of king Henry the Sixth, by Richard 
Rich, iheriff of London and anceftor to the late earls of Warwick. Here are the 
remains of an ancient chapel, in which is a clock; and though this is but a 
fmall town, it is a confiderable market for all forts of corn. 

R I C K M A N S W O R T H is a corruption of the ancient name Rickmearefwearth, 
fuppofed to be thus denominated from its fituation upon a neck of land almoft 
furrounded by a namelefs river, which runs into the Coin, and forms a confi-
derable pool of water. It ftands low, in a black moorifh cold foil, at the dift-
ance of 22 miles from London. It is governed by two conftables and two head-
boroughs, has a handibme church, and a charity fchool for twenty boys and ten 
girls; and two almfhoufes, one for five widows, and the other for four. There 
are feveral mills upon the neighbouring ftreams, which occafion a great quantity 
of'wheat to be brought hither. 

R O Y S TON is fituated partly in Cambridgefhire, and partly in this county, and, 
as a town of Cambridgefhire, has been already defcribed. 

, S T A N D O N , or S T A N D L O W , is a fmall town on the river Rib, at the diftance of 
29 -miles from London, and has a handibme church, and feveral endowments for 
a fchool and for the poor. 

S T E V E N A G E ftands at the diftance of 3 1 miles from London, in the oreat 
north road. It has a church, fituated on a dry hill ; the fpire is large, and° co-
vered with lead, and has a ring of fix bells. Here is a free fchool, an hofpital, 
called All Chriitian Souls Houie, and feveral other charitable foundations for the 
poor. 

S T O R T F O R D B I S H O P S took its name from a ford over the river Stort, at the 
bottom of the town, which, ever fmce the time of William the Conqueror, be-
longed to the bifhops of London. It ftands in a dry foil and healthy air, on 
a hill, declining to the river, at the diftance of 28 miles from London. Kino-
John made this a corporation town, with power to chufe its own officers, and it 
formerly fent members to parliament, but has long ago loft that privilege. The 
bifhop of London appoints a bailiff here, for what is called his liberty^ and to 
him are directed iheriff's warrants, to be executed in this and feveral of the 
neighbouring pariihes. The bailiff has a right to itrays, and the toll of corn and 
cattle in its market and fairs. The biihop holds his courts leet and baron at 
the manor of Pad more, at the north end of the town. 

N.< ' It 
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It is a confiderable well built place, full of good inns, being a thoroughfare 
to Cambridge, New-Market, and feveral towns in Suffolk, it confifts of four 
ftreets, in the form of a crofs, pointing eail, weft, north, and fouth. It has a 
church, which ftands on a hill, in the middle of the town, with a handfome 
tower, a fine ring of eight bells, and a fpire, covered with lead, fifty feet high. 
This church had an organ fo long ago as the time of Henry the Seventh, and is 
thought to be very ancient, becaufe in one of the windows were the names 
and pictures of king Athelftan, St. Edward, and king Edward. Here are 
two almfhoufes, and a grammar fchool; the fchool was built about half a cen-
tury ago, by the contribution of the gentry, both of this county and Effex. It 
ftands in the high ftreet, upon arches, under which are fhops, and a market; it 
fronts the church-yard, and confifts of three rooms, which, with the flair-cafe, 
make a fquare building ; the front to the ftreet is the grammar fchool, and the 
two wings are the writing fchool, and library, to which every fcholar, when he 
leaves the fchool, gives a book. 

T R I N G , or T R O U N G , is the moil weftern town in this county, at the diftance 
of 33 miles from London. In the Saxon time it gave name to a hundred, of 
which it was the capital. It is now fmall, but neat: it has a handfome church, 
with a ring of fix bells, which not very long ago was beautified and wainfcoted by 
Mr. Gore "and Sir Richard Anderfon. Here is a charity fchool for teaching and 
cloathing twenty boys, fupported by fubfcription. Near this town is a park of 
300 acres, and a beautiful wood. At a village called Little Tring, in this pariih, 
rifes one of the heads of the river Thames. Tring is a confiderable market for 
corn, of which there are here very large granaries. 

W A R E is thought to have derived its name from a fort of dam, anciently made 
to flop the current of ftreams, which was called Way re, or Wear, a conjecture 
that feems to be confirmed by the abundance of water here, which frequently 
obliged the inhabitants to make wears and fluices to preferve their town and the 
»rounds belonging to it, from inundations. This town ftands at the diftance of 
22 miles from London, in a valley on the eail fide of the Lea, and as a tho-
roughfare, is one of the moil confiderable in the county, being one of the bell 
poif towns on the north road. Ware was founded in the year 914 , by order of 
Edward the Firft, and began to be of fome note in the reign of king John, when 
the high road to the north, which before went through Hertford, was by the 
procurement of Sayer de Quincy, then lord of the manor, turned through 'this 
town. 

I t c o n f i f t s of one ftreet, about a mile in length, with feveral back ftreets and 
lanes, well inhabited. The church is large, built in the form of a crofs, and has a 
handfome gallery, ereded by the governors of Chnft's Hofpital in London, wno 
fend feveral of the children of that hofpital hither, either for healm or education 
Befides a charity fchool, here are feven almfhoufes, well endowed. At one of 
the inns in this town there is a famous bed, much vifited by travellers from 
London and other places ; it is faid to be twelve feet fquare, and capable of con-
taining twenty couple. This town is a great market for corn and malt; 5000 
quarters of malt are often fent in a week to London by the barges, which gene-
rally return with coals, WAT-
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W A T F O R D , or W E T F O R D , by fome fuppofed to have been Watlingford, Hands 
where there was formerly a ford over the river Coin ; and the praetorian or confu« 
lar highway, made by the Romans in this county, called JVatling-fireet, erodes 
the Coin near it, and paifes on to Verulam, near St. Albans. Watford is diftant 
17 miles from London, and confifts of one very long flreet, which is extreamly 
dirty in the winter, and the waters of the river at the entrance of the town, are 
often fo much fwelled by floods as to be impaifible. Here are feveral almihoufes, 
and other funds for the poor, particularly a charity fchool for forty boys, who are 
both taught and cloathed ; and a handfome free fchool, built in 1709, by Mrs. 
Elizabeth Fuller. 

C U R I O S I T I E S , 

Remarkable In the neighbourhood of Rickmanfworth is a warren hill,'which has an eccho 
eccho. that repeats twelve times to a trumpet. 

Extraordina- About three miles north-eail of Rickmanfworth, in cutting a villa through a 
ry veins of hill, there were difcovered, not many years ago, feveral veins of fea fand, mixed 
earth. with mufcle and other fhells. 

A prodigious 
walnut tree. 

Extraordina-
ry accident. 

Medicinal 
fpring. 

Celebrated 
men of this 
county. 

At Siffivernes, a village near Stevenage, there ftood a walnut tree, in the year 
1627, which covered feventy-iix poles of ground, but the weight of the boughs 
was fuch, as at length cleft the trunk in twain ; Mr. Penn, who was at that time 
lord of the manor, refufed fifty pounds for it he had nineteen loads of planks 
out of it, and a gun-flock maker at London had as much of its wood as coil ten 
pounds carriage, and there were thirty loads more of roots and branches. 

In the year 1408, the town of Ware was almofl deflroyed by an inundation. 

In the year 1250, there happened an earthquake at St. Albans, and the parts, 
adjoining, attended with a fubterranean noife like thunder, which however did no 
¿damage. 

* 

Near. Redborn, a village a b o u t three miles north-weft of St. Albans, there is 
a brook, called Wenmer, or Womer, that fometimes fwells fo high as _ to over-
flow, which the common people think is a prefage of fome public calamity. 

Near Stortford Biihops is a fpring called St. Ofyth's Well, the water of which 
is recommended for fore eyes. 

- At Abbats Langley, a village three miles fouth-wefl of St. Albans, was 
born Nicholas Breakfpear, who became pope, by the name of Adrian the Fourth, 
the only native of England that ever filled the papal chair. And at Gorambury, 
near St. Albans, in this county, was born Francis Bacon, afterwards lord vif-
count Verulam, that amazing genius, fojuflly celebrated for haying planned, or 
laid the foundation of moil of the many improvements that have been fmce made 
in the fciences. 

A N T I-
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A N T I Q U I T I E S « 

This county, in the time of the Romans, was inhabited partly by the Cat« Ancient In* 
tieuchlani, partly by the Trinobantes, and partly by the Caffii, a people men-habitants, 
tioned by Casiar, from whom the diftrict now called Caiiho hundred, in the fouth-
weft divifion of Hertfordihire, immediately derives its name. During the 
Saxon heptarchy this county was divided among the Mercian, Eaft Saxon, and 
Kentiih kings, and the Saxons did ail in their power to deitroy every veilige of 
antiquity, that nothing might difcover to future ages that any other nation had 
poffeifed this country ; yet there are feveral remains of Roman antiquity lull re« 
maining in Hertfordihire. 

• .. «• • 

When Julius Ciefar invaded Britain, Verulam was a large and populous city, Roman ami. 
th^ugh nothing remains of it now but the ruins of walls and fome teffelated pave- quities. 
ments and Roman coins, that from time to time have been difcovered by digg-
ing ; Camden fays, that he faw feveral coins in this place, with the inscription 
T A S C I A , on one fide, and V E R , on the other-, and as Tafc in the Bntiih lan-
guage lignifies tribute, and Ver, is put for Verulam, he fuppofes this to have been 
money paid here for a poll or land tax. 

About the year 1666 there was dug up in this place a copper coin, which on 
one fide had Romulus and Remus, fucking a wolf, and on the other, the word 
ROMA, much defaced ; and near the town of St. Albans are M l the remains ot 
a fortification, which the common people call Oyfier-hillss whence it is iuppolea 
to have been a camp of Oftorius the Proprietor. 

When the Romans drove from thence the powerful Caffibelinus, whom Cam-
den fuppofes to have been king of the CaiTii, they plundered the town or Veru-
lam, but the inhabitants living quietly under their government, they were re-
warded with the privileges of citizens of Rome, and their town made, -a munici-
pium, or city. This is one of the two Roman cities that were taken and lacked 
by the Britons, under the conduct of Boadicea, queen of the Iceni, in the reign 
of the emperor Nero, when there was a moil dreadful flaughter made of the Ro-
mans and their allies. The other Roman city deftroyed upon this occahon was 
Maldon, in Effex 1 but both thefe cities were afterwards built, and fiourifhed un-
der the Romans. 

t -

Berkhamfted was a Roman town, as appears from coins and other remains ot 
antiquity frequently dug up in this place. 

Three of the Roman military v/ays lead through this county, which cannot be 
faid of any other in England. 

Elftree, Idleflree, or Eagleftree, near Barnet, upon the borders of Middlesex, 
is thought by Norden to have been the ftation of Sulloniaca;, mentioned by An-
toninus'in his Itinerary, as at the diftance of twelve miles from London: out m. . 
Camden and biihop Gibfon think it was at Brockley-hill, in this neighbourhood, 
many coins, urns, Roman bricks, and other antiquities, having been aug £ 
there: and at a place c a l l e d Pennywell,' near Brockley-hill, there are flail viiibie 

V O L . L S f 
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the foundations of feveral walls, which tradition informs us are the remains of 
a city.. 

In Lemmon Field, near Weft Mill,, or Y\radef-milly not far from Ware, three 
Roman wine veifels were dug up in 1729. Thefe veifels were of a pale redifh 
earth, and of the form of the Roman amphora, with two handles, and pointed 
at the bottom, for the purpofe of fixi ng them in the ground. They were eigh-
teen inches below the furfaee, and full of earth and chalk ftones of the neigh-
bouring foil. Many human bodies have been dug up hereabouts, but tho' the 
ground around them is black, they appeared not to have been burnt, and fee til-
ed by their fhallow burial to have been the relicks of a battle. 

At Roundwood, near Weft Mill, there is about an acre of ground entrenched, 
as there is alfo at Campwood, not far diftant; and near Weftleton Green, in the 
neighbourhood of Bilhop's Stortford, there is another fortification, which feems 
to be a Roman work, there being about feven acres of rifing ground inclofed 
with a rampart, and the ditch is in feme places itill remaining. 

Cheihunt, near Hoddefdon, is thought by fome to be the Durolitum of Anto-
ninus, which in his Itinerary he places fifteen miles from London, and which 
ftands near the military way called Ermine Street. In Kilfmore field, weft of 
Cheihunt, are the remains of a camp 5 the angle of the fquare, or rather oblong 
fortification, is yet remaining, and the rampart and ditch are very vifible for above 

. one hundred yards. 

Between Caldecot and Hinxworth, two villages a little north of Baldock, upon 
the borders of Cambridgefhire,. feveral Roman antiquities were difcovered in 
1724, particularly earthen veifels or urns, full of allies and burnt bones 5 feveral 
human fkeletons, not above a foot below the furfaee of the earth, pateras of 
fine red earth, giafs lachrymatories, a brafs tribulus, fix fmall glaffes, two large 
green beads,, and fome other things; and at A ill we 11, in the neighbourhood of 
this place, is a fpot of ground confiding of twelve acres, called Arbury Banks,, 
fortified, and thought to be one of the caftra exploratorum of the Romans. 

Antiquities of The caltle of Hertford was built by king Alfred, to defend the town and 
Hertford. neighbourhood againfb the: Danes, who came up in their light pinnaces from the 

Thames by the river Lea, as far as Ware,, and erected a fort there,, whence they 
made frequent fallies to plunder and deitroy the country. 

The manor of Hertford being veiled in king Edward the Elder, in the eleventh 
century, he built a borough there, which was fortified'with a wall of turf, for 
the defence of his tenants. The manor of Hertford continued to veil in the 
king, but the bailiff, under baiiiiT, and other officers, were chofen every year by 
the burgefies of the town 5 the bailiff was allowed by the king twenty fhiliings 
a-year, for a livery-gown, and the porter of the caftle was put in by the king, at 
the wages of two pence a-djjy; the burgeifes chofe a iteward, to keep courts for 
the borough, where wills were proved, rents paid, controversies determined, by-
laws made, offenders puniihed, fines affeifed, and fervices performed j and the 
fheriffs of Hertfordfhire and Eifex ufed to-be governors of the caftle. 

In 
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In the middle of the town of St. Albans, king Edward the Firft erected a very Ant iquit ies o f V 

itately crofs, in memory of queen Eleonar, who dying in Lincolriihire, was car- S t . A l b a n s , 

ried through this town to Weitminiter, in order to be interred there, 

In the church of St. Albans, in this town, not many years ago was difcovered 
the tomb of Humphrey duke of Gloceiter, brother to king Henry the. Fifth, 

-containing a leaden coffin, in which was the duke's corpfe preferred, almoft intire, 
by a fort of pickle, in which it lay. On the wall at the eait end of the vault, is 
a crucifix painted, with a cup on each fide of-the .head, another about the middle, 
and a fourth at the feet. In this .church are alfo feveral other funeral monuments 
and remarkable infcriptions : among the reft is the effigies of king Ofia, the 

founder of the church, on his throne -, one of St. Alban the Martyr, and another 
of Humphrey duke of Gloceiter, already mentioned, with a ducal coronet, and 
the arms of France.and England quartered and in niches on the fouth fide of 
the church, are the effigies of feventeen kings of England 

In this church there was a very noble font of folid brafs, given it by Sir Rich-
ard Lea, mafter of the pioneers, who took it, among other plunder, out of Scot-
land in the year 1543, where it ferved as a font for baptizing the children of the 
royal family, but was here placed for the common baptiftry, and carried away in 
the civil wars, in the time of king Charles the Firft, when it was converted into 
money, by thofe men whole religion confuted much in .a zeal for demolifhing 
mud plundering churches. 

• In St. Michael's church, among other monuments, there is one m memory 
•of the famous Bacon, lord Verulam, with his effigy in alabaiter, feated in an 
elbow chair. 

On the eait fide of the river Stort, near Biiliop's Stortford, are the ruins of a A n c i e n t 

caftle, built by William the Conqueror, who gave it, with the town, to the fee caftles, Sec* 
-.of London, and that the biihop might be the better able to maintain it, granted 
feveral lands' and manors with it, which he charged with certain rents yearly, for 
caftle guard, .that are itill paid to the biihop by feveral places ; for though the 
caftle was demolifhed by king John, becaufe the biihop of London was one of 
sthe three prelates that executed the pope's interdiction againft the realm, yet 
when he reitored the exiled biihops to " their fees, to make his peace with the 
pope, he iti fie red the biihop to refume that poffeffion, which his fdcceffors have 
enjoyed here ever fince, appropriating the ruins of the demolifhed caftle to their 
own benefit. In this caftle there was a deep dungeon, into which biihop Bon-
c r pUt many proteftants that had been convicted of herefy, whence it acquired 
iiw lame of The Convitis Trifon. 

At Berkhamfted was a caftle built by Robert earl of Morton, half brother to 
William the Conqueror, two thirds of which caftle were burnt down in the reign 
...of king Charles the Firft, and are only to be known now by the moats and walls. 
The remains of it are converted into a gentleman's feat. 

At pexton, weft of Hitchin, upon the borders of Bedfordshire, there is an 
oval camp of great ftrength, fituated on a high hill, near which, on another hill, 

A S f £ 4s 
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is a barrow, or mount, fuch as the Romans ufed to raife for their foldiers that 
were killed'in battle, in which many bones have been found. Near this place a 
battle was fought between the Danes and Edward the Elder and a piece of 
around near this camp, in which are remarkable long barrows, is to this day cal-
led Dane Furlong. Ravenfborough Caftle, a little way to the fouth of Hexton, 
is an oblong camp of about fixteen acres, with an intire fortification, and defended 
fo well by nature, that 1000 men may fland their ground in it againft a great 
army. 

•Red-born, a village about three miles north-weft of St. Albans, was anciently 
very famous for the pretended relicks of Amphibalus the martyr, who converted 
St, Albanus to Chriftianity. 

At Kingibury, about a mile north-weft of St. Albans, the Saxon monarchs had 
a palace, with a caftle, which was demolifhed in the reign of king Stephen. 

A little to the weft of Baldock, the Roman military road, known by the name 
of Ickening Street, runs through an intrenchment, the remains of a Britifh town,, 
now called Wilbury hill 

Ancient cuf- The manor of Wimley, or Wimondley Magna, near Hitchin, is held by the 
torn, lord, upon condition that on the coronation day he performs the office of cup-

bearer to his fovereign: the cup is to con lift of filver gilt, and is returned to 
the cup-bearer, as the fee of his office, which has been appendant to this manor 
ever fince the Conqueft. 

E C C L E S I A S T I C A L A N T I Q^U I T I E S. 

At Holmhuft, near St. Albans, king OFFA, in the year 7 9 3 , founded a noble 
abbey for one hundred Benedi&ine monks, dedicated to St. Alban, the proto-
martyr among the Chriftian Britons, who fuffered in this place. The monaftery 
had very great privileges and exemptions, and yearly revenues that were valued; 
upon the fuppreffion at 2-102 1. 7 s. i d . 

Jeffrey, the fixteenth abbat, in the time of king Henry the Firft, founded 
near St. Albans, on the London road, at a place then called Heved, or Eywode, 
an hofpital for lepers, dedicated to St. Julian. It confifted of a mailer, four 
chaplains, and fix poor lepers 5 and was in St. Stephen's parifhv 

At Hertford was a. priory of Benedictine monks, fubordinate to the abbey of 
St. Alban, built in the latter end of William the Conqueror's reign, or the begin-
ning of William Rufus, by bifhop de Limefie, and dedicated to the Virgin 
Mary. It was endowed at the diffolution with 721. 14 s. 2 d. per annum.. 

At Sopwell, near St.. Albans, was a Benedi<5tine nunnery, fubjedt to the abbey 
of St. Alban, built by the above-mentioned Jeffrey, about the year 1 • 40, and 
dedicated to the Virgin Mary. Here were formerly thirteen nuns, but about 
the time of the fuppreffion only nine, who then had yearly revenues valued at 
40I. 7 s. 10d. 3 

In 
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In the pariih of Flamfted, at a place formerly called Wodechurche, afterwards 
St. Giles in the Wood, and lately Beachwood, about five miles north-weft of St. 
Albans, Roger de Toney, in the time of king Stephen, founded a fmall priory 
for nuns of the order of St. Benedift, which was dedicated to St. Giles, and rated 
upon the diffolu-tion at 301. 19 s. 8 d. per 

Edward Baliol, in the reign of king Stephen, gave feveral lands in Wedle, 
Prefton, and other hamlets belonging to Hitchin, to the Knights Templars, 
whereupon Temple Dunfley, near Hitchin, became a preceptory of that order, 
and afterwards of the Hofpitalers, who enjoyed it to the diffolution. 

Gilbert de Clare having given the church of Standon, with one hundred and 
forty acres of land, and his vineyard, to the Knights Hofpitalers m the reign of 
king Stephen, here was a preceptory or place of refidence tor fome or the fil-
ters of that order, till they were all collected together, at Buckland in Somerfet-
ihire, in the year 1180. 

There was an hermitage in this pariih, founded by William, an Anchorite,, 
which Richard de Clare, earl of Hertford, gave to his monks ot Stoke by 
Clare, a market town of Suffolk, in the time of king Henry the Firft, who are 
faid to have had a cell here, which feems in after times to have been a iecu-
lar free chapel, and the fame which was at Salburn, in this pariih, dedicated to 
St. Michael, and in the patronage of the earl of March-

In the church of Sabridgeworth, a village fouth of Biihop's Stortford, in the 
road to London, there were monks about the latter end of king Henry theFirit. 
or king Stephen's reign. This church is thought to have been a cell to Weft« 
minfter Abbey. 

At Rowney, near Standon, Conan duke of Britain and earl of Richmond, 
founded a nunnery, of the order of St. Benedidt, dedicated to St. John Baptift, 
about the t e n t h of Henry the Second, whofe lands and revenues were, in t h e 

thirty-fixth of Henry the Sixth, found to have been fo wafted, that they were 
not then fufficient to keep the buildings in repair, and to maintain the prioreis, 
and convent, who thereupon refigned the iarne into the hands of their patron, 
John Fray, t h e n l o r d chief baron of the Exchequer: upon that, Fray, with the 
kind's licence, appropriated the lands to the maintenance of a chantry pneft, who,-
continued t i l l the diffolution, when the hofpital or free chapel ot Rowney was-
valued at 13 1 . 10s. . per annum* 

Having omitted the ecclefiaftical antiquities of Royfton, in the account of 
Cambridgeihire, we ihall, in imitation of moil other writers of ecclefiaftical an-
tiquities,°confider them as pertaining to this county. 

At Rovfton was a priory of Black canons, of the foundation of Euftace de 
Merc and his nephew, Ralph of Rochefter, in the time of king Henry the Se-
cond- it was dedicated to St. Thomas of Canterbury, at that tune a newly 
canonized martyr. At the diffolution here were ten canons, who had a revenue 
of 89I. 16 s. per annum. Here 
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Here pwas an hofpital dedicated to St. Nicholas, in the time of king John,; 
sand as old as the time of king Henry the Third, there was a free chapel or hot 
fpital in this town, dedicated to St John and St. James, in which was a mailer or 
warden, and feveral brethren. Richard de Argentein was patron in the year 
S388. At the fuppreifion this houfe was valued at 61. 1 3 s. 2 d. per annum in 
¿the whole, and 5 L 6 s. 10 d» clear. 

As there had been built at St. Julian's, near St. Albans, a place for leprous 
.men, ib about the year 1 1 9 0 , Garinus, or Warine, abb at of St. Albans, thought 
.fit, in the fields adjoining, to found a houfe or hofpital for poor, fick, and le-
prous women, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and called St. Mary de la Pray, 
de Free, or de .Pratis, which, in courfe of time, became fo well endowed, that 
in it were maintained a priorels and feveral nuns, of the order of St. Benedict. 
Cardinal Woliey, commendatory abbat of St. Albans, about the year .1528, 

^procured a .bull from pope Clement the Eighth, for the fuppreifion of this nun-
nery, and annexing the fame to the monaftery of St. Albans ; but on the fixth of 

• June, in the twentieth year of Henry the Eighth, he obtained a grant of it, with 
.all the lands belonging to it, for himielf. After the Cardinal's attainder, the king 
put it off, by way of exchange, to St. Alban's Abbey. 

At Redborn was a cell of a prior and fome few Benedictine monks from St. 
Albans, dedicated to St. Amphibalus the Martyr and his companions. It was 
inhabited by religious in abbat Warine's time, that is, before the year .1195. 

Chille and Chiltre are two houfes of Black nuns, which are mentioned in the 
?old catalogue of religious houfes., afcribed to Gervafe of Canterbury, to have been 
in this county; but there is no mention of them any where elie but in Speed. 

At Berkhamfted, in the time of king John, there were two hofpitals of poor 
and infirm perfons, one dedicated to St. John the Baptift, and the other, which 
-was of both brothers and fillers lepers, to St. John the Evangeliil, the cufi-
tody of both which was granted by Jeffrey Fitz Pierce, earl of Eilex, to the 
.houfe of St. Thomas of Aeon., in London. There was alio in this town, in the 
ftime of king Edward the Second, an hofpital of St. Thomas the Martyr. Sir 
Henry Chauncy mentions alio an old hofpital .called St. James's, from St James's 
•"Well, at the farther -end of the high ilreet. 

At Chefhunt, near Hoddefdon, there was a Benedictine nunnery, dedicated 
-to the Virgin Mary. It was founded before the year 1 183 , and augmented with 
•the lands and tenements of the canons of Cathale, in the twenty-fourth year of 
iking Henry the Third : but j e t upon the general "diifokition, it was valued only 
¿at 141. is. per .annum, 

Hugo de Grentemaifnil, who was lord of the town' of Ware, gave, before the 
•year 1081, to the monks of St. E-brulf at Utica, in Normandy, the church of 
•St. Mary here, with all the tithes belonging to it, and two carucates of land, 
-«whereupon it became a cell to that abbey, and in courfe of time was fo well 
• endowed, that upon the ieizure of alien priories by king Edward the Third, dur-
ine- the wars with France, this was farmed at 2001. per annum. After the fup~ 
'.prefnori of thefe foreign houfes, this was given in the third year of Henry the 



H E R T F O R B S H I R E. 
"Fifth, to the monks of Skene; king Henry the Sixth annexed it for fame time 
to the abbey of St. Mary, near Leicefter, the chief town of the county of that 
name, but it was afterwards reftored to Shene, and as a parcel of its poffeffions* 
granted by king Henry the Eighth to Trinity College in Cambridge. In the 
north part of this town there was an houfe of Gray or Francifcan friars. 

At Wimley Parva, near Wimley Magna, there was an hofpital or fmall priory 
of Black canons, built by Richard Argentein, in the time of king Henry the 
Third, and dedicated to St. Laurence. It was rated upon the fuppreffion at 
291. 19s. n d . per annum. 

At Baldock there was an houfe of leprous brethren, in the time of king Henry 
the Third : thefe brethren might perhaps be Templars, to whom this manor be-
longed, by the gift of Gilbert earl of Pembroke. 

On a piece of land called New Blgging, near the church in Hitchin, there was 
a fmall priory of Gilbertine nuns, endowed at the fuppreffion with 13 1 . 16 s* 
per annum. It is now the fchool-houfe. 

At the end of this town there was an houfe of Friars Carmelites, founded by 
king Edward the Second, about the year 1 3 16 , and dedicated to the Virgin 
Mary. It was rated on the general fuppreffion at 4I. 9 s. 4d.. a-year. 

At Cloth all, fouth-eaft of Baldock, there-was a free chapel, college or hofpital, 
con filling of a mailer, brethren and lifters, dedicated to St.. Mary Magdalen, of 
an ancient foundation, which was valued on the general diffolution at 4I. 2 s. 8 d. 
per annum. 

At King's Langley, fouth-eaft of Berkhamfted, there was a houfe of Friars 
Preachers, faid to be iirft rounded by Roger, the fon of Robert Helle, an Eng-
lifh baron, but certainly enlarged in buildings, and increafed in revenues, by 
the munificence of kings Edward the Firft, Edward the Second, Edward the 
Third, and Edward the Fourth, fo as to exceed .all houfes of this order in Eng-
land, being valued on the fuppreffion at 1221. 4s. per annum. Queen Mary 
reftored this houfe to a priorefs and nuns, who were diffoived in the iirft year 
of queen Elizabeth. 

At Puckeridge, near Standoh,, there v/as a free chape], with a chantry in it, 
in the time of kino; Edward the Second. 

At Stanfted Thiel, near Ware, Sir William de Goldington, in. the year 13 r 5, 
founded a college or chantry, for a mailer and four fecular priefts, at the altar 
of St. Mary,, in the church of St. Margaret; but William Grey, biihop of 
London, finding in his visitation, about the year 1429, that the revenues were 
alienated, and divine fervice neglected, obtained the king's leave to diffolve this 
college, and annex all its pofleffions to the priory of Eliing Spittle in London, 
from which houfe afterwards were fent two regular canons to relide here and per-
form divine offices. 
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At Giegin«-, or Biggihg, as we otherwife meet with it, near Barkway, there 

was an old priory or Tiofpital for a mailer and chaplains, befides poor people, 
It was dedicated to the Virgin Mary. 

At Hoddefdon, there was an hofpital for leprous perfons, dedicated to St. 
Landus and St. Antony. 

M E M B E R S of P A R L I A M E N T for this C O U N T Y , 

This county fends fix members to parliament two knights of the ihire for 
the county, two burgeifes for the town of Hertford, and two for the borough of 
St. Albans. 

a t G l f B i ^ 







N A M E . 

U N T I N G T O N S H I R E takes its name from Huntington, or Hunting-
don, the county town. ' , 

B O U N D A R I E S , E X T E N T and S I T U A T I O N , 

It is one of the lead counties in England, and is bounded on the 
.north and weft fides by Northamptonihire, on the eaft by Cambridgeshire, 
.and on the fouth by Bedfordfhire. It meafures 24 miles from norm to fouth 
18 miles from eaft to .veil, about 67 miles in circumference, and the town .ot 
Huntington, which is nearly in the center of the county, .is diftant 57 miles 
¡north of London, 

I Y E R 

B U C K D ® ! P A I 4 A C B 
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R I V E R S and M E E R S , 

The chief rivers of this county are the Oufe and the Men, The Oufe derives 
it name from Ifis *. It rifes near Brackley, a borough town of Northampton-
fhire, and running north-eaft through Bedfordihire, enters this county at St, 
Neots, a market town; thence, in the fame direftion, it runs by Huntino-tonj 
and fome other towns,' and traverfmg Huntingtonihire, Cambridgeihire,& and 
Norfolk, and being joined by feveral other rivers in its courfe, it falls into the 
German Ocean near Lynn Regis, a coniiderable borough of the county of Nor-
folk. J 

^ The Nen rifes near Daventry, a market town of Northamptonihire, and run* 
ning north-eaft, and almoft parallel to the river Oufe, winds round the north-weft 
and north boundaries of this county, where it forms feveral large bodies of water, 
called by the inhabitants meers. The firft of thefe meers or lakes is that called 
Wittlefey Meer, not far from Peterborough, a city and biihop's fee in North-
amptonihire. This meer is no lefs than fix miles long and three broad. Other 
coniiderable meers, formed here by this river, are Ug meer, Brick meer, Ram-
fey meer, and Benwick meer, from whence the river Nen, continuing its'Courfe 
through Cambridgeihire and Lincolnfhire, falls into the German Ocean not far 
-from YVifbich, in the county of Cambridge. 

A I R , S O I L , and N A T U R A L P R O D U C T I O N S , 

The air of this county is rendered lefs wholefome than that of fome other 
counties, by the great number of fens, meers, and other ftanding water, with 
which it abounds, efpecially in the north part. 

The foil is in general very fruitful. In the hilly parts or dry lands, it yields 
great crops of corn, and affords excellent pafture for iheep • and in the lower 
lands, the meadows are exceeding rich, and feed abundance of fine cattle, not 
only for (laughter, but for the dairy; and the cheefe made at a village called 
Stilton, near Yaxley, a market town, known by the name of Stilton cheefe, is 
mill ally filled the parmefan of England. The inhabitants of Huntingtonihire are 
well fupplied with fiili and water fowl, by the rivers and meers, but they have 
icarce any "firing hefides turf. 

T R A D E . 

This county, is not remarkable for any manufacture, fo that its trade muft 
chiefly coniift in fuch commodities as are its natural productions. 

C I V I L and E C C L E S I A S T I C A L D I V I S I O N S . 

This county is divided into four hundreds, and with Cambridgeihire and the 
lite of Ely, is under one iherifF. This iheriff is chofen out of each of thefe 

* See the account of Bedfordihire*, 
places 
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places by rotation. It has no city, and contains no more than fix market towns. 
It lies in the province of Canterbury and diocefe of Lincoln,, and has feventy-
nine pariilies, 

M A R K E T TOWN S. 

The market towns are Huntington, St. Ives,. Kimbolton, St. Neots, Ramfey?, 
and Yaxley. f 

H U N T I N G T O N , or H U N T I N G D O N , is a name immediately derived from the 
Saxon Kuntrantiune, or Hunter's Down,, a name which is acquired from the con-
veniency of this diilrid: for hunting, which was one entire foreit, till it was dil-
foreiled by kings Henry the Second and Third, and finally by king Edward 
the Firil, who left no more of it foreit than his own ground. To this town 
king John granted by charter,, a coroner, toll and cuftom, a recorder, town 
clerk, and two bailiffs; but it is at preient incorporated by the ftile of a mayor, 
twelve aldermen and burgeffes. The affizes are always held here, and in this 
place is the county gaol. It had once fifteen churches, which in Mr. Camden's 
time were reduced to four, and it has now but two. It is faid to have fuffered 
by the villainy of one Grey, who,, according to Speed, maliciouily obflructed 
the navigation of the river Oufe to the town. This river is however ilill navi-
gable by imall veffels as high as Bedford. The town Hands on a little hill, 
that rifes on the north fide of the river, over which it has a fine itone bridge. 
It is a thoroughfare in the great north road, and is ilill a populous trading town. 
It confiils chiefly of one long ilreet, pretty well built, and has a handiome mar-
ket place. Here is a good gfammar lchool, and one Richard Fiilibourn, a ci-
tizen of London, and a native of this place, gave the town 20001, to be laid; 
out in charitable ufes. 

The meadows on the banks of the riven near Huntington, are equal in beauty 
to any in the world, and in the fummer are covered with innumerous herds of 
cattle and flocks of flieep». 

This town is remarkable for having' given, birth to Oliver Cromwell, the 
ufurper. 

A t Bugden,, not far- from Huntington, is a handiome palace, belonging to 
the bifhop of Lincoln, called Bugden Palace. 

S T . I V E S had its name,, according to Cam-den* from one Ivo,: a Perfian bifnop? 
who, about the year 600, came over to England, where he preached the gofpei* 
and died at this place. It was formerly called Slepe. It is 57 miles diftant from 
London, and Hands upon the. Ouie,. over which it has a fine ftone bridce. In. 
the ninth century it had a mint, as appears by a Saxon coin found here, and 
was a flouriihing town not. many years ago, when great part of it was burnt-. It 
was however rebuilt, and here is ilill a. very good market for fatted cattle, 
brought from the north* 

KI-M BOLTON is the Kifinihanium of the Romans,, and the modem name is pro-
bably a variation of the ancient. It is diftant 62, miles, from London,, and has ar. 
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eaiUe, ..which is reckoned a great ornament to the weft part of this county. 
When this caftle was built, we are no where informed but it was very ftrong, 
and had a double ditch. Sir Richard Wingfield built new lodgings and galle-
ries on the old foundations-, Henry earl of Manchefter beautified it at a great 
expence, and his great grandfon, Charles duke of Manchefter, in a manner 
new built it. We find nothing elie in this place worthy of any note. 

S T . N E O T S , commonly called S T . N E E D S , and in the Saxon Annals S . Neot>,, 
was denominated from a monaftery of the fame name, in this place, which was 
burnt by the Danes. It is 56 miles from London,, and is a large, well built, 
DQpulous town. It has a handfome church, with a remarkably fine fteeple, and 
an excellent ftone bridge over the Oufe, by which river coals are brought to it, 
and fold through the county. Here is a charity fchool, which was opened in. 
1 7 1 1 , for twenty-five poor children. 

R A M S E Y , or R A M S I S L E , called by the Saxons Ramepge, is every where en-
compaffed with fens, except upon the weft fide, where it joins the Terra firma by 
a caufey, two miles long, inclofed with alders, reeds, and bulrufhes, that in the 
fpring make a beautiful appearance, to which the gardens, corn fields, and rich 
paftures adjoining, are no irnall addition. It is 67 miles diftant from London,, 
and was of extraordinary note, being proverbially called Rcmfey the Rich, before 
the diifolution of a wealthy abbey, which ftood in this place, the abbats of which 
were mitred, and fat in parliament. Here is a charity fchool for poor girls. 
The meers in the neighbourhood of this town abound with water fowls, fiih, par-
ticularly eels, and large pikes, called hakeds; an advantage which renders the 
market at this place one of the rnoft plentiful and cheapeft in England for fuch 
commodities, 

Y A X L E Y ftands at the diftance of 72 miles from London, in the fens, and 
there is a fen of its own name lying upon Wittlefey Meer. It is a neat little 
town, has a church, with a handfome and lofty fpire, and the houfes in general 
are well built. 

C U R I O S I T I E S . 

Gene^l ^ This county formerly abounded with ancient families of great property, yet 
c&joAn0'^ they are fo worn out, that few firnames can be traced higher than the time of 
dent families king Henry the Eighth. Various conjectures have been made to account for 
o f note in this t } i e c a u f e 0 f }\lch a decay but all are trifling, and the greateft part abfurd. CO ii City, J 

Str „K Thofe large bodies of water called meers, in the north part of this county, 
p S r particularly Wittlefey meer, are frequently thrown into the moil violent agita-
msets.'' tions, without the leaft breath of wind, to the great terror and danger of the 

fiiherraen and others that pals the lake. Thefe agitations are generally fuppofed 
to ariie from eruptions of fubterranean winds. 

At Coiimgton, or Cunnington, a village fouth of Yaxley, in digging a pool, 
t f ¿¿ton. there was found the ikeleton of a fiih, near twenty feet long, lying fix feet below 

the iurface of the ground, and as much above the level of the fens. 
At 
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At Hailwefton, near St. Neots, there are two fprings, one of which has *Me<Kci«ai 

brackiih tafte, and is recommended in all cutaneous diforders -5 the other is P™g>. 
freih, and is faid to be good againft dimnefs of fight. The town oi St. Ives was 
once remarkable for medicinal waters. 

Upon May 21ft,, 1 73 1 , a fire happened in the town of Ramfey, which de- Terrible fire 

ftroyed upwards of a hundred houfes. 

weu i Near St. Ives is a farm, which was rented by the ufurper, Oliver Cromwell, Croim 

where, before lie obtained a feat in parliament, he endeavoured to repair his for- farm, 

tune, faid to have been much diminiihed by his profligate life. 

Oppofite to Huntington, on the other fide of the Oufe, is Godmanchefter, Beggar's 
thought to be the largefl village in England, and fo remarkable tor nufbandry, burn, 
that no town employs fo many ploughs. Near this place 111 the road from Lon-
don to Huntington, is a tree, well known to travellers, by the name of Beggars 
Buih. How it came by this name is uncertain; but we are told that king James 
the Firft, beincr on a progrefs this way with his chancellor, lord Bacon, ana hear-
ins; that Bacon had lavifnly rewarded a man for fome mean prefent, told him, 
< he would foon come to Beggar's Buih, as he ihould himfelf too 11 tney conti-
< nued both fo very bountiful.5 It is now a proverb common m the county, that 
when a man is obferved to fquander his fortune, < he is m tne way to Beggars 
4 Buih/ 

This county has produced feveral eminent men, among others, Sir Robert Cot- ^ l ^ a b l e 
ton, a learned antiquarian, and founder of an excellent library, called^ after h i m P ^ - o ^ 
the Cotton Library ! John Dryden, the poet; Sir Oliver Cromwell, elder brother 
to Oliver, the usurper's father, whole loyal attachment to the crown was? inch, 
that when under fequeftration, he would not accept any favour through tne m-
tereft of his rebellious nephew. 

A N T I Q U I T I E S . 

This county is cart of that diftrid anciently inhabited by the Iceni, who ex-Ancient inh, 
tended their dominion alfo over the counties of Suffolk, Norfolk, and Cambridge- bnants. 
inire* Under the Saxons however Huntington (hire was feparated iroin that 
tract of country formerly poiTeiled by the Iceni, and became part or the King-
dom of Mercia. 

Antiquarians have alrnofl all agreed, that Godmanchefter, or Godmancefter, is Amioauies 
the fame city which A n t o n i m A his Itinerary calls Burohponte, by the mif God^cnj 
take only of one letter for Durofiponte, which m the Bntiih language fignifies 
Mtewer tbToufe, and fuch bridge Godmanchefter has at this day. In the time 
of the Saxons this town loft the Britifh or Roman name, and acquired that of 
Gormoncefter from T caftle built here by Gormon, the Dane, to whom thefe 
p a r " with king i l f red ; and from the Saxon name G o . 

* See Cambridgeibire» ^ 
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rnoncefter, is the prefent name immediately derived. Many Roman coins have 
been dug up in this place, and feme human ikeletons, faid to have been of a 
gigantic fize.. 

The inhabitants of this town have improved the art .of Muibandry more than 
thofe of any other place, in England, and they are faid to hold their lands by a 
tenure, which obliges them,, when any king of England paifes that way, to at-
tend him with their ploughs and horfes, adorned with ruftic trophies. They have 
boafted that upon fome fuch occafion, they prefented a train, confiftino-of no lefs 
than nine fcore of ploughs., When king James the Firft paifed through this 
town, on his journey from Scotland, the farmers of Godmancheiter met him 
with a cavalcade of feventy new ploughs,, each drawn by a team of horfes, which 
fo pleafed the king, that he incorporated them by the name of two bailiffs^ twelve 
aifiiiants, and the. commonalty of the borough of Godmanchefter.. 

Antiquities of Dornford, a. village upon the river Nen, north-weft of Yaxley,., was the city of 
Durobrivs, mentioned by Antoninus. Here are many remains, of a city, and a. 
Roman portway, leading dire&iy to Huntington, which, n e a r Stilton, appears 
with a very high bank, and in an old Saxon charter is called. Ermin Street. At 
Stilton it runs through the middle of a fquare fort,, defended by a wall on the 
north, and on. the ibuth by ramparts of earth, near which feveral ftone coffins, 
have been dug up. Some think that the city Durobrme flood upon both fides 
of the river Nen, and. that the little village Cafter, upon the other fide of the 
liver, was part of this city, a conje&ure^ which ancient hiftory feems to juftify, 
A great number of Roman coins have at different times been dug up at this 
place., 

Ancient Near Huntington bridge there is a mount, and the ground plot of a caftle, 
«iftka. built by king Edward the Elder, in the year 917, and enlarged with fe-

veral new works by David king of Scotland, to whom king Stephen gave the bo-
rough of Huntington, for an augmentation of his eftate ; but this caftle was de-
moliihed by king Henry the Second, to put an end. to the frequent quarrels that 
aroie from a competition for the earldom of Huntington, between the Scottiili 
kings and the family of St. Liz. 

At Somerfham, a village about three miles north-eaft of St. Ives, is a houfe. 
called Somerfham Place, which was formerly a palace, belonging to the biihops o f 
Ely, and was given to that church by earl Brithnot, in the year 991. It is "now 
a gentleman's feat, 

»amfey Ab- . A t there was once a famous and wealthy abbey,, of which fome part of 
ley, the old gate-houfe, together with the tomb of Ailwin, the founder, is ftill ftand-

mg. This tomb is decorated with a ftatue of him, which is thought to be the-
moft ancient piece of Engliih fculpture now extant, and has, the following re-
markable mfcription,: HIC R E Q U I E S C I T A I L W I N Y S I N C L I T I R E G I S 
E A D G A R I COGNATVS, T O T I V S ANGLI7E A L D E R M A N N V S , E T ' 
HVIVS SACRI COENOBil M I R A C V L O S V S F V N D A T O R . Ailwin is re^ 
prefented holding two keys and a. ragged ftaff in his right, hand, as the enfign& 
©i his offices», 
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In the year 172 1 , a great quantity of Roman eoins was found here, thought Roman coins , 

-to have been hidden by the monks on fome incurfion of the Danes. 

Mr. Camden fays, that the Daniih king, Canute, raifed a paved caufeyv at a K i Det£ 
vail expence, from Ramfey to Peterborough, which run ten miles ': he thinks it 
ivas called E m g e p a l f , or King's Delf, but the author of the additions to Cam-
-den obferves, that the name of King's Delf appears upon record in Edgar's 
time, and that Delf does not fignify paved way, but ditch. 

Between Ramfey and Wittlefey Meer, there is a ditch, fometimes called Swerdes Steed 's Dike. 
Delf, and fometimes Knout's Delf, but now Steed's Bike. It parts this county 
-from Cambridgefhire, and is faid to have been occaiioned by the following acci-
dent. As king Canute's family were patting over Wittlefey Meer, in their way 
from Peterborough to Ramfey, their veflel was cail .away in one of the commo- " 
tions that frequently happen in thefe meers, and feveral lives were loft; upon 
this the king, to prevent the like difafters in time to come, ordered his army to 
mark out a ditch with their {words and Ikeins, which gave occafion to the name 
of Swerdes Delf, and afterwards employed labourers to dig clean and perfect this 
undertaking. 

_ At Conington are to be feen, within a fquare ditch, the relicks of an an- Con|na.t(Jft 
cient caftle, which was given by king Canute to Turkill, a Daniih lord, who Cdftle.0 

called in Sueno, king of Denmark, to plunder the nation. 

E C C L E S I A S T I C A L A N T I Q^U I T I E S. 

I f credit may be given to the Ely hiftorian, St. Neot iirft placed monks in 
'the town, which goes ftill by his name, who being difperfed by the Danes, were 
-afterwards reftoied, and the monaftery again endowed, by the bounty of one 
Leofric, and his wife, Leoileda, upon the encouragement of Ethelwold, bishop 
of Winchefter, and Brithnod, abb at of Ely. It was a priory of Black .monks, 
Subordinate to Ely, till after the Conqueft, when Gilbert, earl of Clare, violently 
expelled thofe religious ; but about the year 1 1 1 3 , Roheiia, wife of Richard, ion 
to the faid earl Gilbert, gave this manor to the abbey of Bee, in Normandy, to 
which it became a cell. It was feized during: the wars with France, among 

• • 1 1 O " 1 

•other alien priories, but made prioratus indigena by king Henry the Fourth, 
being then in the patronage of the earl of Stafford. Its revenues were valued 
upon the fuppreiiion at 2561. i s . 3ch per annum. 

At Ramfey an abbey of Benedictine monks was built by Ailwin, alderman of 
all England, and duke and earl of the Eait Angles, in the year 969, and dedicated 
to St. Mary and St. Benedict. Its yearly revenues, about the time of the dif-
folution, were rated at 17 161 . 12 s. 4 d. per annum. 

At Huntington there was a priory of Black canons, dedicated to St. Mary, and 
founded in or near the parochial church of that faint, before the year 973, which 

was 
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was removed to a place without the town, by Euflace de Luvetot, in the time 
of king Stephen, or Henry the Second, where it continued till the diilblution, 
when it confifted of a prior, eleven canons, and thirty-four fervants ; and the re-
venues of it were valued at 1871 . 13 s. 8 d. per annum. 

Here was an ancient hofpital, dedicated to St. Margaret, for a mailer and 
brethren, and feveral leprous and infirm perfons, to whom Malcolm, king of 
Scotland, and earl of Huntington, who died in the year 1 1 6 5 , was a great be-
nefactor, if not the founder. This was annexed by king Henry the Sixth, in the 
twenty-fourth year of his reign, after the death or ceifion of the mailer, to Tri-
nity-Hall in Cambridge, and confirmed by king Edward the Fourth, in the firfl 
year of his reign. 

The hofpital of St. John in this town, is faid to have been founded by David 
carl of Huntington, in the time of Henry the Second. It was valued upon the 
fuppreifion at 9I. 4 s.. per annum, in the whole, and 61. 7 s. 8d. clear. 

At the north end of the town, there was a houfe of Friars Auguftines, founded 
fcefore the nineteenth year of king Edward the Firfl. 

About thè year 100 1 , the relicks of St. Ivo, a Perfian bifhop, being difco-
vered in the place now called St. Ives, then belonging to the abbey of Ramfey, 
lEdnoth, the abbat, built a church here, -dedicated to that faint, in which he 
placed a prior and fome Benedictine monks, fubordinate to Ramfey. 

T o Hineh ingbrooke, near Huntington, William the Conqueror is faid to have 
removed the nuns of Elteiley, in Cambridgefhire, and is therefore reckoned the 
founder of the little priory here, which was of the Benediéline order, dedicated 
to St. James, and valued upon the diiTolution, when there were only four nuns 
in it, at 17I. is . 4d. per annum. 

T o Saltry Abbey, a village about .a mile fouth-eaft of Conington, Simon earl 
o f Northampton, in the year 1 146, brought a convent of Ciftertian monks, out 
o f the .abbey of Warden, or Sartis, in Bedfordfhire, and ereóted a monaiterv for 
them in this place, dedicated to the Virgin Mary. Here were an abbat, twelve 
monks, .and twenty-two fervants at the diiTolution, who were endowed with the 
income of J 41.1. 3 s. 8d. per annum. 

At Stonely, a finali way eaft of Kim%olton, William earl of EiTex, who lived 
about the year 1 180, is faid, by Leland, to have founded a priory of canons of 
the order of St. Auftin, dedicated to the Virgin Mary. This houfe confifted of 
feven canons, and was valued upon the difiblution at 461. 5 s. per annum, which 
isiihop Tanner's manufcript makes to be the fium clear, .and 62 I. 12 s, 3d. to be 
die i'uin total 

M E M -



H U N T I N G T O N S H I R E -

M E M B E R S of P A R L I A M E N T for this C O U N T Y . 

This county fends but four members to parliament; two knights of the (hire 
for the county, and two burgeffes for the town of Huntington? 

V O L . I . 









X E N fT. 

.N A M E. 

T I M E has not-yet deprived this -country of its ancient name. Caslar, Strabd, 
Diodorus Siculus, Ptolemy, and others, -call it Cantium, or Kdvnov • and 

Come are of opinion that the Kimrm of Herodotus were the Cantii of the ancients. 
'The Saxons called it Xant~guaji4anrt>, that is, the country of the inhabitants of 
Kent % but whence this name was originally derived, is a filbjed of much {pecula-
tion. Mr. Lambard, who has .given a defeription of this county, is of opinion, 
that the name Kent' is derived from the word Cainc, which in,the Britifh tongue fig-
nines a green leaf^ and was. applied to this county, on-.account-©f its having been 
formerly much lliaded with woods. Mr. Camden conjectures, that it had its 

.name from ..its fituation and figure, "being i* large point, or angle, into which 
•Britain ihoots out upon the fouth^eaft extremity. Such' a corner in Scotland.is eall-
edCantir-s the inhabitants of another point -in- that part of the iflarid are by. Ptole-
my called Cant a-% .and the 'Cangani were poffeffed of fuch another angle in Wales, 
To this 'may be added, that the Cantabri were inhabitants'of a corner m the coun-

try of the Geltiberians, who, as they were originally the fame people, imift have 
• U n a ' * fpoken 

O r* sj st €J ^ & T> x^ m 
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fpoken the fame language with the Britons ; and that this county of Kent was by all 
the old geographers termed Angulus, i . e. a corner. The French have ufed the 
word canton for a corner ; it is now ufed b y the heralds in the fame fenfe j and the 
provinces of Switzerland are to this day termed cantons, or corners. 

B O U N D A R I E S , E X T E N T and S I T U A T I O N . 

. This county is^bounded by SuiTex and the Englifh channel on the fouth, by the 
river Thames and the German fea on the north, by the fame fea on the eaft and 
by Surry on the weft. It extends in length from eaft to weft 56 miles, from north 
to fouth 36 miles, and is 166 miles in circumference ; and Maidfton, the county 
town, which is fituated nearly in the center of it, ftands at the diftance of 26 miles 
fouth-eaft of London. 

R I V E R S . 

The chief rivers of this county are the Medway, the Stour, and the Darent 
Mr. Lambard thinks, that the Medway took its name from its courfe through the 
middle of Kent, which it divides nearly into two equal parts, and mi^ht therefore be 
called Midway, or Medway: but Mr. Camden is of opinion, that the ancient 
Britifh name of this river was Vaga, to which the Saxons added Med, and from 
which two words Medvaga the prefent name is derived. This river rifes in a place 
called the Weald, the ancient name for wood, in SuiTex, and entering this county 
runs north-eaft by Tunbridge, a considerable market town, to Maidfton ^ thence 
it runs north-weft to the city of Rochefter, and then directing its courfe north-eaft 
it divides into two ftreams, one of which runs north into the actuary of the Thames' 
and is called the Weft Swale; and the other runs eaft, into the fame seftuary and" 
is called the Eaft Swale, and the country included between thefe two arms of this 
river is called the ifle of Shepey. 

Some writers are of opinion, that the Stour was called the Dour by the 
ancient Britons ; others, that it took this name originally from Mjiuarium which 
being at rirft called EJture, was at length contracted into Sture, or Stour This ri-
ver con lifts of two ftreams, diftinguifhed by the names of the greater and the fmall-
er Stour ; both rife in the fouth and woody parts of this county, called the Weald 
of Kent, and run north-eaft s the greater Stour through the city of Canterbury and 
the fmailer Stour through Elham, a market town ; and falling into one channel called 
the Wantfume, are again divided into two other ftreams, one of which runs north-
weft, and the other louth-eaft ; and both fall into the German fea, cutting off the 
north-eaft angle of this county from the continent, and forming it into an ifland 
called tne ifle of Thanet. 

The Darent, or Darwent, is fuppofed by fome to have taken its name from the 
two BntUh words, dour., which fignifies water,, and wenden, to wind alow 
and Leland wntes it Dourwent. It rifes near Weftram, a market town of this coim 
ty, and running north, difcharges itfelf into the river Thames near Dartford an-
other market town of &ent. * ' 

A I R 
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A I R and S O I L . 

This county is nominally divided into three diftricts, Eaft-Kent, Weft-Kent, and 
South-Kent* or Upper-Kent, Middle-Kent, and Lower-Kent. Upper-Kent, or 
Eaft-Kent, which is the north-eaft divifion, is faid to be healthy, but not wealthy § 
Lower-Kent, or the fouth parts, called alio the Weald of Kent, are faid to be weal-
thy, but not healthy; and Middle-Kent, bordering upon London and Surry, _ is 
faid to be both wealthy and healthy. In general, as great part of this county lies 
upon the fea, the air is thick, foggy, and warm, though often purified by fouth 
and fouth-weft winds, and the fhore being generally cleaner than that of EiTex, the 
marihy parts of Kent do not produce agues in the fame degree as the hundreds 
of Effex ; and the air in the higher parts of Kent is reckoned very healthy. The 
foil is generally rich, and fit for plough, pafture, or meadow and that part of the 
county3 which borders upon the river Thames abounds with chalk-hills, from 
w h e n c e not only the city of London, and parts adjacent, but even Holland and 
Flanders, are fupplied with lime or chalk ; and from thefe hills the rubbifli of the 
chalk is carried in lighters and hoys to the coafts of Effex, Suffolk and Norfolk, 
where it is fold to the farmers as manure for their lands. 

N A T U R A L P R O D U C T I O N S . 

This county affords fome mines of iron, and in general abounds with plantations 
of hops, fields of corn, and orchards of cherries, apples, and other fruit: it produces 
alfo woad and madder for dyers and on the cliffs between Dover and Folkftone, two 
confiderable market towns of this county, there is found plenty of famphire : hemp 
and St. foin grow here in great abundance and the fouth and weft parts of Kent, 
efpecially that called the Weald, are covered with woods of oak, beech and chei-
nut trees, which afford great timber for flipping, and other ufes : here are alio 
many woods of birch, from whence the broom-makers in and about London are 
abundantly fupplied. The cattle here of all forts are reckoned larger than they are in 
the neighbouring counties; and the Weald of Kent is remarkable for large bul-
locks : liere are ieverai parks of fallow-deer, and warrens of grey rabbits-, and this 
county abounding in rivers, and being almoft furrounded by the lea, is well fupplied 
with all manner of fifh, and in particular is famous for large oifters, 

M A N U F A C T U R E S and T R A D E . 

This county is not remarkable for any fort of manufacture and its trade chiefly 
confifts in fuch commodities as are the natural produce of the county. 

C I V I L and E C C L E S I A S T I C A L D I V I S I O N S , 

This county is divided into five lathes, which are fubdivided into fourteen baili-
wick^ and thefe again into 68 hundreds. A lathe is a divifion peculiar to Kent 
and Suffex, and confifts of two or more bailiwicks, as a bailiwick does ol two 
or more hundreds. Kent contains mo cities, and 2.9 market towns it lies in tae 
province of Canterbury, and partly in that diocefe, and partly m tne dioceie ox 
Rocheiler, and has 408 pariihes* 

C I T I E S 
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C I T I E S and M A R K E T T O W N S , 

The cities are, Canterbury and Rochefter; and the market towns Afnford, Brom-
ley, Cranbrook, Crayford, Cray St. Mary's, Dartford, Dover, Elham, Feverihai% 
Folkftone, Goudhurft, Gravefend, Greenwich, Kith, Lenham, Lydd, Maidfton,, 
Mailing-weft, Milton, Quinborough, Rutnney New, Sandwich, Sevenoke, Ten-

.terden, Tunbridge, Weftram, Woolwich, Wrotham, and Wye. 

Of thefe towns, Dover, Rumney and Sandwich are of the number of the original 
i Cinque Ports, a name derived from quinque partus^ five havens, that lie over againft 
France, and were thus called by way of eminence, on account of their fuperior im-
portance. Our kings have thought them worthy a particular regard; and the better 
to fecure them againft invafions, have granted them a peculiar form of government. 
They are governed by a keeper, who has the title of Lord warden of the Cinque 
.Ports : they had.a particular jurifdidtion granted them by King John, and feveral 
other privileges, which have been confirmed by moft of his fucceiiors. Their war-

den, who was firft appointed by William the Conqueror, has the authority of an 
..admiral among them, and. iillies out writs in his own name. 

The two other original ports are faid to have been Winchelfea and Rye, market 
.-towns of Suffex j and to thefe five original ports there were afterwards added Haft-
ings and Seaford, two other market towns of that county, and Hith in Kent, 

When the fervice which was required of the Cinque Ports towards their prefer-
vation became too burdenfome, each was allowed a certain number of other towns 
in its neighbourhood, as auxiliaries, that they might bear a part in this public 
charge. 

C A N T E R B U R Y was by the Saxons called' Canr-pajia-bypnj, i. e. The city of t%s 
people of Kent, from which name the prefent is immediately derived. This famous 
and ancient city, the chief of this county, and the metropolitan fee of all England, 
Hands at the diftance of 56 miles from London ; it is a county of itfelf, and is 

.governed by a mayor, a recorder, twelve aldermen, a fheriff, twenty-four com-
mon council men, a mace-bearer, a fword-bearer, and four ierjeants at mace, 
A court is held every Monday in the Guildhall, for civil and criminal caufes, and 
•every other Tuefday for the government of the city. It is divided into fix wards, 
which are denominated from its fix gates, Burgate, Newingate, Ridingate, Worth-
,gate, Weftgate and Northgate : it coniifts of four ftreets, which center at St. An-
drew's church, in the middle of the city; and, including the cathedral and gar-
dens, is about three miles in circumference. 

I I 
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The buildings, are neither grand or elegant; but there is ,a good market-houfq, 
„•over which are rooms, where the mayor, aldermen, and other members traniatt 
...the affairs of the corporation. There is a gaol for criminals, and a gallows is erect-
ed in a place called Wineche.ap, on account of an .ancient wine market that was for-
cuierly kept here. Befides %he cathedral, here are fixteen parifh churches ; St. Mar-
gin's, St. Alphege's, St. George's,' St. Peter's, St. Mary Magdalen's, St. Andrew's, 
.St. Mary Cable's, St. Mildred's, AH Saints, St. Paul's, St. M; Norihgate's,. 







k' e n' t . 
iToly Crofs of Weftgate's, St. Bunftan's, St, Mary Bredin's, St. Margaret's, and:. 
St. Mary Breadman's. 

The cathedral is a noble Gothic pile, in the form of a crofs, 5 1 4 feet long, 74-
feet broad, and 80 feet high, meafuring from the area of the nave to the canopy ; 
and in the middle of the building is a tower 235 feet high. Underneath the cathe-
dral is a large church of foreign-proteiiants, given iirit by queen Elizabeth to the. 
Walloons, who fled hither from Artois, and other provinces of the Netherlands, 
from the duke of Alva's perfecution ; this congregation has fmce been very much -
increafed by numbers of proteiiants who were driven from France in the reign of 
Lewis the Fourteenth, The houfes of the prebendaries,, with many other good> 
buildings, form a fpacious clofe. T o this cathedral belong a dean, an archdeacon, 
twelve prebendaries, fix preachers, fix minor canons, fix fubilitutes, twelve lay 
clerks, ten chorifters, two mailers, fifty fcholars, and twelve almfmen. Of the pa~ 
riih churches nothing remarkable is recorded: of St. Mary Caille's there is no 
more left ftanding than the chancel, and yet there is an incumbent prefented and, 
induded to it. 

Near the cathedral there is a free fchool, called the king's fchool; and here are 
three charity fchools, for 58 boys and 66 girls. Here are alfo feven hofpitals, one 
of which, called Bridewell, is a houfe. of correction, and a place for the reception of 
poor townfmen's boys. Here is a fumptuous conduit, which was ereded... by. arch-
bifhop Abbot, who died in 1633 , and is of great benefit to the city. 

The foreign proteiiants, who, were allowed to fettle in this city, have been of 
great advantage to the place; for, having brought over the art of weaving broad 
filks, that manufacture is now carried to fuch perfection, that the filks are. reckon? -
ed as good, if not better, than any foreign filks ; and great quantities of them are: 
lent to London. Canterbury derives great advantage from the hop grounds that, 
lie round it, which confifl of feveral thoufand acres, and were" deemed not many, 
years ago the greateft plantation.of hops in Britain.,. Canterbury is alfo famous for 
its brawn. 

R O C H E S T E R - is thought to derive, its name from the ancient Roman-name Dura--
irus, Duro-brivts, or ratherDuro-prova and Dur-o-brdva, which.time had corrupted, 
and contracted into Roibis^ and to which our Saxon anceftors adding Ce-aptreji, it , 
was varied into Hpoueceapteji, from which the- prefent name,, was immediately, 
formed. The modern Latin name is Roffa, which Bede imagines was derived, 
"from Rboffus, the name of fome man; and Camden is of opinion, that there are 
feme traces of the name Roffa in the ancient one,Buro-br.ovis*. on Duro-krevis, by. 
which Bede calls it, 

Rochefter 1'es in a valley on.. the eaft fide of the Medway, at the. distance of 29.} 
miles from London ; it is a very ancient city,,.and the fee of a biihop, and next to 
Canterbury the moil ancient fee, in England: it has... fent members to parliament, 
ever-fmce'the firftfummons for fuch an affembly; and is governed by a mayor, a 
recorder, and t w e l v e aldermen, of whom the mayor is one, twelve common coun-
cil men, a., town clerk,, three, ferjeants at mace, and a water bailiff,.. 

This 
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This is a fmall city, confiding chiefly of one broad, but ill-built ftreet, and ha-
ving only one pariih church and the cathedral: the town is nearly furrounded with a 
wall, which never was very ftrong j and on the fouth-eaft and weft fides of this 
wall there are large fuburbs. Some part of an old caftle, faid to have been built 
by William the Conqueror, is ftill ftanding, and kept in repair: it is ufed as a ma-
gazine, and a party of foldiers conftantly do duty in it. Many lands in this coun-
ty are ftill held by the tenure of Caftle-guard, i. e. upon condition that the tenant 
fhould in his turn mount guard here ; but a compofition is taken for this fervice, to 
the payment of which the tenants are ftriilly kept; for upon a day appointed, a flag 
is hung out from that part of the caftle which is ftill kept in repair j and all tenants 
who do not then appear, and pay their quit-rents, are liable to have their rents 
doubled at every tide of the Medway : fuch is the cuftom of the manor. Under 
the caftle wall, next the river, there is a chalky cliff, part of which having been 
waihed away by the rapidity of the ftream, the wall which it fupported is fallen into 
ruins, and forms a romantic appearance ; the ground on that fide is very low and 
marfhy; and being overflowed by every high tide, the fituation is both unpleafant 
and unhealthy. 

Here is a town-houfe and a charity-fchool, which are the beft buildings in the 
place, except the churches. A mathematical fchool was founded here, in the reign 
of queen Anne, by Sir Jofeph Williamfon, who then was one of the members in 
parliament for this city, and formerly was one of the plenipotentiaries at the trea-
ty of Ryfwick. One Richard Watts alfo founded an alms-houfe, and endowed it 
with 601. a-year, for the relief of poor travellers; but excepted perfons contagiouf-
ly difeafed, rogues and proclors. Proffers he excepted, becaufe one of that facul-
ty, whom he had employed, when he was fick, to make his will, fraudulently 
made a devife of the whole eftate to himfelf; in which Watts, happening to reco-
ver, dete&ed him. This foundation is now fo improved, as not only to anfwer 
the firft intention, but to fet other poor at work; and in the fummer here are 
always fix or eight lodgers, who are admitted by tickets from the mayor. 

Here is a bridge over the Medway, built in the reign of Henry the Fourth, 
by Sir John Cobham, and Sir Robert Knowles, with money which they had raifed 
from fpoils taken in France. .It confifts of twenty-one arches, and is one of the 
beft and ftrongeft bridges in England, next to thofe of London, Weftminfter, and 
Newcaftle upon Tine. For keeping this bridge in conftant repair, certain lands 
were annexed to it by a£t of parliament, in the reign of King Richard the Third, 
and by two other atts, in the reign of Queen Elizabeth. It was repaired in 1744, 
and adorned with iron palifadoes. 

In feveral of the creeks and branches of the river Medway, within the jurifdi¿lion 
of this city, there is an oifter fiihery, which is the privilege of every perfon who has 
ferved feven years apprenticelhip to any fifherman or dredger that is free of it. The 
mayor and citizens of Rochefter hold what is called an admiralty court, once a-year, 
or oftner, upon occafion, to appoint the times when oifters lhall be taken, and fet-
tle the quantity each dredgerman ihall take in a day. Perfons who dredge for oifters, 
not being free of the fiihery, are called cablehangers, and are profecuted, and pu-
niihed by the court. Every licenfed dredger pays 6 s. 8 d. yearly to the fupport 
of the courts, and the fiihery is now in a ficuriihing ftate. 

C H A T H A M , 
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C H A T H A M , which lies on the oppofite fide of the river, and is a fuburb to Ro~ 

ehefter, is a ilation for the royal navy, and has a dock, which was begun by Queen 
Elizabeth, and has been fo improved by her fucceffors, that at this day there is not 
a more complete arfenal in the world, there being whole ftreets of warehoufes and 
ftorehoufes. Here are two commiffioners, with other officers of the navy: the 
houfes of thefe officers are well built, and fome of them ftately; and the public 
buildings furpnfingly large and beautiful. This important ilation is defended by 
two catties, Upnor and Gillingham caftles. Upnor caille ftands on the weft fide of 
the river, almoft oppofite to the dock, and was built by Queen Elizabeth ; its plat-
form carries 37 guns, that command two reaches of the river, and are fuppofed to 
defend all the ihips that ride between that and Rocheiter bridge, Gillingham ca-
ltle is well furnifhed with guns that command the river, there being no lefsthan 170 
embrazures for cannons, which would flop the progrefs of any enemy that ihould 
happen to make way by Sheernefs fort, before they could reach Chatham. Sheer-
nefs is a point on Shepey ifland, where the weft fwale of the Medway falls into the 
Thames : it has a royal fort, raifed by King Charles the Second, and a line of can-
non, facing the mouth of the river, with good apartments for the officers of the ord-
nance, navy, and garrifon and here is a yard and dock, as an appendix to Chat-
ham. 

A charity was inftituted in the year 1588, called the cheft at Chatham, when the 
feamen in the fervice of queen Elizabeth agreed to allow a portion of each man's pay 
for the relief of their fellows that had been wounded in defeating the Spaniih ar-
mada j and the charity has continued ever fince. 

A S H F O R D , or E S H F O R D , takes its name from a neighbouring ford over a fmall 
river called the Eih, near the head of the Stour : it is 57 miles diftant from London, 
is governed by a mayor, and has a court of record every three weeks for all a&ions 
of debt or damages, not exceeding 20 merks. Here is a large church, which was 
formerly collegiate, and a free grammar fchool. 

B R O M L E Y is a fmall town, at the diftance of ten miles from London, in the road 
to Tunbridge. It has a church with a fquare tower. Of this parifh the bilhop of 
Rochefter for the time being is reftor, who has a palace at a little diftance from the 
town, where there is a mineral fpring, the water of which has been found, by a 
chemical analyfis, to contain the fame qualities as the Tunbridge water, in a greater 
degree. At this place is a college, which was ere&ed and endowed by biihop 
Warner, in the reign of king Charles the Second, for twenty widows of poor clergy-
men, with an allowance of 201. a-year to each, and 501. a-year to a chaplain. 

C R A N B R O O K is fituated in the woody parts of this county, at the diftance of 60 
miles from London, and is the place where the firft woolen manufactory in this 
kingdom was erected by fome Flemings, who were encouraged to fettle here by king 
Edward the Third, in order to teach the manufacture to his fubjects: but this trade, 
however, has deferted Cranbrook long ago; and at prefent it is a place of little ac-
count. 

C R A Y F O R D takes its name from a ford formerly in this place, over a fmall river 
called the Cray: it is 14 miles diftant from London, and is an obfcure town, not re-
markable for any thing. 

V O L . I . <2%* C R A Y 
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C R A Y S T . M A R Y ' S , called S T . M A R Y C R A Y , Hands near the fource of the riyer 

Cray, at the diftance of 12 miles from London, and is only remarkable for a 
charity fchool. 

D A R T F O R D was originally called Barentford, from its fituation upon the Darent, 
which runs through the town. It is 16 miles diftant from London, in the road 
to Canterbury and Dover, and is a handibme iarge town. Here is a church, de-
dicated to the Trinity, with two church-yards, one round the church, and ano-
ther on the top of a hill, without the town, which is fo high, that it overlooks 
the tower of the church. This town has a harbour for barges, and a good mar-
ket for corn, which is much frequented from all parts of the country. 

• D O V E R is fuppofed to derive its name fronfthe Britifh word Bifyrrha, which 
fignifies a fieep place, whence the Saxons called it Dopjia, and Antoninus in 
his Itinerary, Bubris. It is diftant 71 miles from London, and is fituated on 
the fea fhore, in the narroweft part of the channel that divides England from 
France •, the cliffs of Calais, on 'the French coaft, being only thirty miles diftant. 
IT. is governed by a mayor, aififtants, and commonalty, and being one of the 
cinque ports, is in other refpe&s fubjed: to the fame jurifdiftion as the reft. The 
towns which are auxiliaries to Dover as a cinque port, and liable to contribute to 
the expence of fuch fervice as may be required of it upon an emergency, are 
Birchington, St. Johns, and St. Peters, three fmall towns in the lile of Thanet, 
Ringwold, near Dover, Feveriham, and Folkftone. 

The town is built under a femicircular range of chalky cliffs, which form a 
kind of bay or harbour, and confifts chiefly of one ftreet, which is near a mile 
long. It was formerly furrounded by a wall, through which were ten gates, but not 
even the ruins either of the wall or gates are now to be feen: it had alfo feven 
churches, of which only two remain, St. James's, where the courts of the cinque 
ports are held, and St. Mary's. It has a cuftom-houfe, and vi&ualing-office, 
but no other public buildings worth notice, though it is a place of great refort, 
and very populous. 

The cliffs that run out on each fide of the femicircular range, are very lofty, 
and the harbour is farther fecured by two piers, yet it is fit only to receive fmall 
veifels, and thofe only at high water. Above the piers is a fort with four 
baftions, and on the fummit of the cliff, there are the remains of a caftle, 
faid to have been begun by Julius Csefar, and finiihed by Claudius : the area 
of the fortification takes up thirty acres of ground, and the walls are ftill 
Handing, though moil of the works are deftroyed ; there are the remains 
of a royal palace and chapel, with ftables and other offices, the ruins of 
which fhew the buildings to have been very magnificent. One part of the for-
tification that ftill remains, is a circular work, in which there is an old church, 
faid to have been built by Lucius, the firft Chriftian king in Britain, with fome 
fragments of the Roman buildings that had fallen into ruins : it is in the form 
ofacrofs , with a fquare tower in the middle, but the windows feem to be of 
much later date than the building. This caftle is fupplied with water by a well 
of a cylindrical figure, which is three hundred and fixty feet deep-, it is lined 
to the' bottom with free ftone, and is faid to have been the work of Julius Cedar. 

The 
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The water of this well is raifed by a wheel, which receives a man, who turns it 
by his weight, as a dog did that which was formerly ufed to turn fpits. 

From this port our packet boats, in time of peace, go twice a-week to France 
and Flanders. 

Near Dover Caftle there is a head of land, called South Foreland, by way of 
diftin&ion from another head or promontory, which forms the north-eaft point 
of the Kentiih fhore, and is therefore 'called North Foreland. Thefe two points, 
lying at the diftance of fix miles from each other, are the two moil eafterly in 
Kent; the coaft between them is fheltered by them on the fouth and north, and 
by a bank of fand, running parallel to the fhore for three leagues together, and 
at the diftance of a league and a half from it, called Godwin Sands, on the eaft. 
Thus the South Foreland, North Foreland, Godwin Sands, and the coaft, form 
a tolerable good road for ihips, which is called the Downs, and which would 
otherwife be very dangerous, for the Godwin Sands, which are dry at low water, 
break all the force of the fea on the eaft, fouth, and fouth-weft yet when the 
wind blows exceilive hard at fouth-eaft, eaft-by-north, and eaft-north-eaft, ihips 
are driven from their anchors, and forced ailiore on the Godwin Sands, or lent 
into Sandwich Bay, or Ramfgate pier, near Sandwich. 

North Foreland is a point declared by ad of parliament to be the moft 
fouthern part of the port of London, which by the fame aft is extended north 
in a right line, forming the mouth of the Thames, to a point called the Nafe, 
on the eaft ofEffex. All the towns or harbours between London and thefe places, 
whether on the Kentiih or Effex fhore, are called members of the port of Lon-
don. 

As foon as vefiels have paffed the North Foreland, out of the port of Lon-
don, or any of its members, they are faid to be in the open fea if to the north, 
they enter the German Ocean if to the fouth, the Britiih Channel. 

EL HAM is fituated upon the fmaller Stour, at the diftance of 62 miles from 
London. It is an obfcure place, and contains nothing worthy of notice. 

F E V E R S H A M is 48 miles diftant from London. It is a member of the cinque 
port of Dover, and a corporation, governed by a mayor, jurats, and common-
alty. It is a populous, ftouriiliing town, fituated in the pleafanteft part of the 
county, with the conveniency of a creek from the Thames, or rather with that 
branch of the Medway called the Eaft Swale, navigable by hoys. This town 
corififts chiefly of one long broad ftreet, with a market houfe and a charity 
fchool for ten boys and ten girls, who are taught and cloathed at the experice 
of the inhabitants. The London markets are fupplied from hence. with abun-
dance of apples, cherries, and the beft oifters for Hewing, of which the 
Dutch take fo great a quantity, that a prodigious number of men and boats 
are employed here in the winter to dredge for them. It is faid the value of 
the oifters taken annually from Feverfham by the Dutch, amounts to 20001. or 
25001. at the fir ft purchafe. The fiihermen will admit none to take up their 
freedom but married men. 
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This town was, not many years ago, notorious for running wine, brandy, tea, 

coffee, pepper, and other goods, from France and Holland, by the help of the 
Dutch oifter boats, and for clandeftinely exporting wool. 

F O L K S T O N E , another member of the cinque port of Dover, is 69 miles diilant 
from London, and is a corporation, governed by a mayor, jurats, and common-
alty. Here is a charity fchool, endowed by Sir Eliab Harvey, for twenty boys 
who are to be nominated by the mayor and jurats. It has a harbour for final! 
ihips, and feveral hundred fifhing boats belonging to it, which are employed 
at the ieafon m catching mackerel for London. About Michaelmas the Folk-
ftone barks, with others from the Suffex ihore, fail away to the coaft of Suf-
folk and Norfolk, to catch herrings for the merchants of Yarmouth and Leo-
ftoff, confiderable market towns of thofe counties. 

At a little diftance fouth of Folkftone, upon the fea-ihore, in a bottom be-
tween two hills, Hands a caftle, called Sandgate Caftle. It was built by kin*? 
Henry the Eighth, to defend the fifhing craft from the infults of privateers in 
time of war, and now mounts about fixteen guns. 

G O U D H U R S T is diilant from London 48 miles, in the road through Tunbridge 
to Cranbrook, and is remarkable for nothing befides its church, which was fo 
impaired by a florm of thunder and lightning, on the 23d of Augufl, 1637, 
that it became neceffary to take down the fleeple, which was lofty, and of flone 
A brief was granted to rebuild it, but the fmall wooden fleeple, which was hai-
tily fet on the top of the flone work, with one bell in it, ftill continues. 

G R A V E S E N D is fituated upon the Thames, oppofite Tilbury Fort, in Eilex, 
at the diftance of 22 miles from London. This town and Milton, not the mar-
ket town, but a fmall town lying eaft of Gravefend, were incorporated the tenth 
of queen Elizabeth, by the name of the portreve, (now mayor) jurats, and in-
habitants of Gravefend and Milton. The whole town of Gravefend, as well as 
the church, having been burnt down in 1727, 5000I. was granted by ad of 
parliament in 1 7 3 1 , for rebuilding its church. 

In 1624, one Mr. Pinnock gave twenty one dwelling houfes here, befides one 
for a mailer weaver, to employ the poor. Here is a charity fchool for twenty-
four boys, who are both taught and cloathed. King Henry the Eighth built 
two platforms, one at this town, and the other at Milton ; and king Richard the 
Second granted the inhabitants of Gravefend and Milton the fole privilege of 
carrying paffengers by water from hence to London, at fourpence the whole fare, 
or twopence a-head, which was confirmed by king Henry the Eighth, but now 
the fare is fixpence a-head in the tilt boat, and one fhilling in the wherrey. 
Coaches ply here at the landing of people from London, to carry them to Ro-
chefter. All outward bound ihips are obliged to anchor in this road, till they 
have been vifited by the cuftom-houfe officers and for this purpofe a centinel at 
a block-houfe, gives notice by firing a muiket; but the homeward bound all 
pafs by without notice, unlefs it be to put tide-waiters on board, if they are not 
fupplied before. As the veffels outward bound generally take in provifions 
here, the place is full of feamen, who are all in a hurry. 

The 
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The towns for feveral miles round Gravefend, are fupplied from hence with 
garden fluff, of which great quantities are alfo fent to London, where the af-
paragus of Gravefend is preferred to that of any other place. 

G R E E N W I C H was originally named Green-wic, which is fynonymous with Green 
Creek, wic being the Saxon term for the creek of a river. It Hands upon the ri-
ver Thames, at the diftance of fix miles from London, is a very populous town, 
and reckoned one of the genteeleft and pleafanteil in England, many of its in-
habitants being perfons of rank and fortune ; and its parifh church, which was 
lately rebuilt, and dedicated to St. Alphage, is a very handfome ftru&ure. 

There was a royal palace formerly in this town, which was firfl ereCted by-
Humphrey, duke of Gloceiler, who called it Placentia. It was inlarged by 
Henry the Seventh, and compleated by his fon, Henry the Eighth, who was lb 
delighted with its fituation, that he frequently refided here; queen Mary and 
queen Elizabeth were born in it, and king Edward the Sixth died in it ; but being 
afterwards much neglected, king Charles the Second pulled it down, and began 
another, of which he lived to fee the weft wing magnificently finifhed, at the ex-
pence of 36,0001. This wing, together with nine acres of ground belonging to 
it, king William, in the year 1694, appropriated for a royal hofpital, for aged 
and difabled feamen, the widows and children of fuch as loft their lives in the 
fervice of the crown, and for the encouragement of navigation. The other wing 
was begun in the reign of king William, carried on in .the reigns of queen Anne 
and king George the Firfl, and that, together with the reft of the building, 
was finifhed in the reign of king George the Second. Such are the noble fym-
metry, architecture, and decorations, and fuch the charming fituation, and ample 
endowment of this fpacious and fumptuous edifice, that there is fcarce fuch a 
foundation and fabric in the whole world. Its hall, which is very fuperb, was 
finely painted by the late Sir James ThornhilL At the upper end of it, in an 
alcove, are portraits of the late princefs Sophia, king George the Firfl, king 
George the Second, the late queen Caroline, the late queen of Pruffia, the late 
prince of Wales, the duke of Cumberland, and his five royal filters. On the 
ceiling, above the alcove, are queen Anne and prince George of Denmark, and 
on the ceiling of the hall are king William and queen Mary, with feveral fine 
emblematical figures. On a pedeftal, in the middle of the area, fronting a noble 
terrace by the Thames, is a fine ftatue of king George the Second; and the cha-
pel belonging to this hofpital is neat, elegant, and richly gilt» 

In the year 1705, was the firfl admiffion of one hundred difabled feamen into this 
hofpital, but the number now is near two thoufand men, and one hundred boys. 
T o every hundred peniioners are allowed five nurfes, b e i n g the widows of feamen, 
at ten pounds a-year, and two fallings a-week more to thofe who attend m the in-
firmary The peniioners are cloathed in blue, with brafs buttons, are allowed 
ilockings, faces, and linen ^ and befides their commons, have one ihillmg a-weeK 
to ipend, and the common warrant officers one ihilling and fixpen.ee. The hof-
pital is governed by a governor, a lieutenant governor, and other officers. 

King William gave 2.,cool, a-year towards finiihing the buildings. The fe-
veral benefactions to this noble charity, which appear upon tables, hung up at 
the entrance of the hall, amount to 58,209!. and in the year 1732 , tiie late ea^i 
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of Derwentwater's forfeited eftate, amounting to near 6,0001. a-year, was given 
to it by parliament. A market was appointed in the town of Greenwich in 1737» 
the diredion of which is in the governors of the royal hofpital, to which the 
profits that arife from it are to be appropriated. 

There is alfo a handfome college in this town, fronting the river Thames, for 
the maintenance of twenty decayed old houfe-keepers, twelve out of Greenwichs 
and eight to be prefented alternately from Caftlerifing, a confiderable mar-
ket town in Norfolk, and Bungey, a market town in Suffolk. The penfioners, 
befides viduals and drink, are allowed eighteen pence a-week for neceffaries, 
with a gown every year, linen in two years, and hats once in four years. They 
have alfo two acres of garden, and a chapel, where prayers are read twice a-day, 
and they are under the government and care of a warden, butler, cook, and 
matron. This is called the duke of Norfolk's College, but was founded and en-
dowed in 16 13 , by Henry, earl of Northampton, by the name of Trinity Hof-
pital, and by him committed to the care of the mercers company of London. 

Mr. Lambard, author of the Perambulation of Kent, alfo built an hofpital here 
in 1560, called Queen Elizabeth's College, in which twenty poor perfons are 
maintained. This is laid to be the firft hofpital built by an Englifh prote-
ftant. 

There are in this town two charity fchools; one built by Sir William Bore-
man, knight, for twenty boys, and endowed with 4001. a-year, in truft to the 
drapers company of London; the other built by Mr. John Roan, who left an 
eftate of 951. a-year, in truft with the vicar, church-wardens, and overfeers of 
this parifh, for teaching twenty-eight boys, and allowing forty (hillings a-year 
for their cloaths. 

Here is a noble and moil delightful park, inlarged, planted, and walled round 
by king Charles the Second. It is well flocked with deer, and has a moil agree-
able profped, both of the city of London and of the river Thames. On the top 
of a fteep hill, in this park, Humphrey, duke of Gloceiler, began a tower, which 
was finifhed by king Henry the Seventh, but afterwards demoliihed, and a royal 
obfervatory ereded in its place, by king Charles the Second, furniihed with all 
forts of mathematical inftruments for aftrOnomical obfervations; befides a deep 
dry well for obferving the ftars in the day time. This place was fucceifively the 
refidence of thofe celebrated aftronomers, Mr. Flamftead, and Dr. Halley. From 
Mr. Flamftead this obfervatory took the name of Flamftead Houfe, by which it 
is now commonly known, and is at prefent in poffefiion of Dr. Bradley, as aftro-
nomer to his majefty. 

There is ftill a royal, palace in this town, but it is a fmall building, and is 
converted into apartments for the governor of the royal hofpital, and the ran-
ger of Greenwich Park. This town of Greenwich is the chief harbour for the 
king's yachts. 

On the fouth fide of Greenwich is a large plain, known by the name of Black-
heath, and fuppofed to have taken this name from the colour of the foil. In a 
field, called Great Stone Field, on the fouth fide of this heath, there is an 
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hofpital, called Mordaunt's College, being built by Sir John Mordaunt, a Tur-
key merchant. It is a fpacious ftructure, for the reception of decayed merch-
ants. The number of penfioners is not limited, but the buildings and endow-
ment will accommodate forty. Seven Turkey merchants have the dire&ion and 
vifitation of this hofpital, as well as the nomination of the penfioners, each of 
which rnuft produce a certificate of his being above fixty years of age, before he 
can be admitted : each has fifteen pounds a-year. Here is a neat chapel, with a 
coftly altarpiece and a provifion is made for a treafurer and chaplain. 

About a mile or a mile and a half weft of Greenwich, and upon the river 
Thames, ftands a town, formerly called Weft-Greenwich, but now called Dept-
ford, a name which is faid to have been derived from a deep ford once in this 
place, over a fmall river called Ravenfbourn, that falls into the Thames. This, 
though no market town, is very populous, having two churches, and being di-
vided into the upper and lower town. At this place is a royal dock and yard, 
for building fhips for the royal navy, with ftore-houfes of every kind; one of which, 
the vi&ualing-office, built in 1745, was by accident burnt down in January 
1748-9, with a great quantity of provifions and other ftores. This was to have 
fupplied the place of the old viCtualing-ofEce on Tower-hill, London, the leafe 
of which was then near expired. 

In this town is a college, commonly called Trinity-houfe of Deptford Strond. 
It was incorporated by king Henry the Eighth; the building was ere&ed at 
different times, and the old part contains twenty-one houfes, and the new thirty-
eight. It was defigned for the reception of decayed pilots, mailers of fhips, or 
their widows: the men are allowed twenty fhillings, and the women fixteen 
ihillings, per month. 

The Red-houfe is a place fituated north-weft of Deptford, and was a noted col-
lection of ware-houfes and ftore-houfes, built of red bricks, whence it had 
this name. It contained ieveral forts of merchandizes, as hemp, flax, pitch, tar, 
and other fuch commodities, which, in July 17399 were all confumed by fire. 

H I T H , or H I D E , or E A S T H I T H , derives its name immediately from the 
Saxon word Hi^, which fignifies a Port or Station. It is 67 miles from London, 
and a cinque port and corporation, governed by a mayor, jurats, and common-
alty. This town had anciently five parifh churches, though now it has but one. 
Here are two hofpitals, thofe of St. John and St. Bartholomew, both under the 
government of the mayor and jurats. St. Bartholomew's was founded in the 
time of king Edward the Third, for ten poor men, by Haymo, biihop of Ro-
chefter and here is a charity fchool for thirty-eight boys. 

This town is now fo ihut in with fand banks, that it fcarcely deferves the 
name of a port. 

L E N H A M takes its name from its fituation at the fource of a fmall river, called 
the Len. It is 47 miles diftant from London, and is a little obfcure place. 

L Y D D was fo called by the Saxons, from the Latin word Uttus, the fhore, al-
luding to its fituation upon the fea fhore 1 it is diftant 75 miles from London, 
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and is a member of the cinque port of Rumney. It is a populous town, in-
corporated by the name of a bailiif, jurats, and commonalty, and has a charity 
fchool. 

M A I D S T O N took its name from its fituation upon the bank of the river Med» 
way. It has always been a confiderable town, and is now a corporation, go-
verned by a mayor and commonalty. It is pleafant, large, and populous ; one 
of the public gaols for the county is kept in it, and it has the cuftody of weights 
and meafures, renewed by the ftandard of king Henry the Seventh, as being 
nearly in the middle of the county, and for the fame reafon the courts of juftice 
are always held here, and generally the county aifizes, and the ele&ions for 
knights of the (hire. This town however is but one pariih, of which the arch-
biihop of Canterbury is reftor, it being one of his peculiars, and feryed by his 
curate ; but there are two pariih churches, and fome Dutch inhabitants have di-
vine fervice performed for them in one of them, dedicated to St. Faith. There 
are four charity fchools in this town, one for thirty boys, another for thirty girls, 
both cloathed, a third for thirty boys, who are diftinguiihed by cloaks and 
bands, and a fourth for twenty boys and girls, befides a free fchool. Here is a 
fine ftone bridge over the Medway, erected by an archbifhop of Canterbury. A t 
this place the river Len falls into the Medway, and the tide Hows quite up to the 
town, and carries barges of fixty tons. 

The chief trade of Maidfton is in thread, which is made here in very great 
perfedtion, and in hops, of which there are vaft plantations, befides orchards of 
fine cherries. From this town and the adjacent country, London is fupplied 
with more commodities than from any other market town in England, particu-
larly with large bullocks, with timber, wheat, hops, apples, and; cherries, 
and with a fort of paving ftone, about eight or ten inches fquare, that is exceed-
ing durable, and a fine white fand for glafs-houfes and ftationers. 

M A L L I N G W E S T is an inconfiderable town, with a free fchool, twenty-nine 
miles diftant from London. 

M I L T O N , M E L T O N , or M I D D L E T O N , is faid to have been fo called from its fitu-
ation in the middle of the county, reckoning from Deptford to the Downs. It 
is 44 miles diftant from London,' and is governed by a portreeve, chofen yearly, 
who fupervifes the weights and meafures all over the hundred. The pariih 
church ftands a mile diftant from the town, which is fituated upon a branch of 
the Thames, called the Eaft Swale, and though a large place, is almoft hidden 
among the creeks, as it is approached from the Thames. It has a port for bar-
ges, and a great fiihery for oifters, vaft quantities of which are fent to London. 
They are called Melton natives, and are the beft in Kent. 

Q U I N B O R O U G H , or Q U E E N B O R O U G H , took its name from its having been built 
by king Edward the Third, in honour of his queen. It is 40 miles diftant 
from London, and ftands on the weft fide of the Iile of Shepey, and on the banks 
of the Medway. It is a corporation, governed by a mayor, aldermen, and other 
officers, yet it is a poor dirty place, the inhabitants of which fubfift wholly by 
fiihing. 

R U M -
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R U M N E Y is called N E W R U M N E Y , to diftinguiih it from an inconfiderable town 
within a mile and a half of it, called Old Rumney. New Rumney, 73 miles 
diftant from London, is one of the cinque ports, and a corporation, governed by 
a mayor, jurats, and commonalty. 

The two great meetings for all the cinque ports are held here, and the mem-
bers belonging to this port are Old Rumney, Lydd, Bromehill, a fmall town 
near Lydd, Orlafton, a town not far from Rumney, and Dengynefs, a town fi-
tuated half way between the ports of Rumney and Rye, in Suifex. This town 
Hands on a high gravelly hill, in the middle of a marfhy trad of country, twenty 
miles long, and eight broad, called Rumney Marfh. It fublifts chiefly by graz-
ing cattle in this marih, which contains between 40,000 and 50,000 acres of firm 
fruitful land, the richeft pafture in England. This marih is the place from 
whence a fet of fmugglers called Owlers, from their going out in the duik of the 
evening, have for many ages exported our wool to France. It is fuppofed to 
have been once covered by the fea, and, as it is very unwholfome, is but thinly 
inhabited, though it includes two towns and nineteen pariihes, to which great 
privileges have been granted, and which were incorporated by king Edward the 
Fourth, by the name of a bailiff, twenty-four jurats, and the commonalty of 
Rumney Marih. In this marih great trees are often difcovered, lying at length 
under ground, as black as ebony, but fit for ufe when dried in the fun. 

S A N D W I C H , fo called from Sont5pic, the Saxon word for a fandy creek, is fituated 
at the bottom of a bay, near the mouth of the river Siour, and is 70 miles dift-
ant from London. It is a cinque port, and a corporation, governed by a mayor, 
iurats, and commonalty. The members belonging to Sandwich are Fordwich, 
a town lying a little to the eaft of Canterbury, Deal, fouth of Sandwich, Wal-
mer, fouth of Deal, Rami gate and Sarre, two towns in the Ifle of Thanet, Sto-
nar, on the other fide of the Stour, oppofite to Sandwich, and Brighthngfey, eight 
miles from Colchefter, in Eifex. 

Sandwich was once walled round, and the wall is ftill ftandhrg on the north 
and weft fides. On the fouth and eaft it is fecured by a rampart and ditch. Here 
are three churches, three hofpitals, a cuftom-houfe, a quay, and a free fchool, 
built out of the ruins of a Carmelite moraftery, by Sir Roger Man wood, with 
an exhibition for fendine out two fcholars every year to Lincoln College, in 
Oxford. Here are alio two charity fchools, one for twenty-five boys, and the 
other for twenty-five girls. The harbour has been for many years fo choaked up 
with lands, and obitmcted by a ihip of great burden of pope Paul the Fourth, 
which was lunk in the channel, that it can receive only fmall veffeis. 

The chief trade of the town is in fhipping and malting, though it fupplies the 
London markets with carrots, and the feedfmen with the greateft part of their 
ftoek for the kitchen garden. 

Deal is the place where almoft all foreign fliips, bound to and f r o m London, 
and foreign narts, byway of the channel, generally ftop, it homeward bound, to 
difpatch fetters, notifying their arrival, and to fet paffengers afhore } if outward 
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bound, to take in frefh provifions, and to receive their laft letters from their 
owners and friends. This town has a caftle for the fecurity of the coaft, which is 
alfo defended by a caftle at Walmer, on the fouth, and the caftle of Sandown on 
the north, all three built by king Henry the Eighth. Sandown caftle confifts 
of four lunets, of very thick arched ftone work, with many port holes for great 
guns. In the middle there is a large round tower, with a ciftern at top, and un-
derneath an arched cavern, bomb proof. The whole is encompaifed by a foife, 
over which there is a draw-bridge. 

S E V E N OK E is faid to have, taken its name from feven exceeding tall oaks that 
once flood near it. It is fituated 23 miles from London, in the road to Tun-
bridge and Rye, and is a corporation, governed by a warden and aiTiftants. 
Here is an hofpital for maintaining poor old people, and a fchool for educating 
poor children, built and endowed by Sir William Sevenoke, who was lord mayor 
of London in 1418 , and is faid to have been a foundling, brought up by fome 
peribn of this town, whence he took his name. John Potkyn, who lived in the 
reign of king Henry the Eighth, was a great benefactor to the fchool, and the 
revenues being augmented by queen Elizabeth, it was thence called queen Eliza-
beth's free fchool. It was rebuilt in 1727, and the ftile of the corporation is the 
wardens and aiTiftants of the town and parifn of Sevenoke, and of queen Eliza-
beth's free fchool there. This town has alfo a charity fchool for fifteen boys. 

T E N T E R D E N is 6 0 miles diftant from London, and is a member of the cinque 
port of Rye, to which it was annexed in the reign of king Henry the Sixth. 
It is an ancient borough, now governed by a mayor and jurats. The fteepie of 
the church here is remarkably lofty, and is proverbially faid to have been the 
caufe Gf fome dangerous lands in the channel, called Godwin Sands. Thefe 
fands were- a trad of ground near the file of Thanet, belonging to Godwin, earl 
of Kent, which lying low, were defended from the lea by a great wall, that re-
quired conftant care to uphold it. This trait was afterwards given to St. Auf-
tin's mon aft ery, near Canterbury, and the abb at neglecting the wall, while he 
was taken up in building Tenterden fteepie, the fea broke in and overflowed the 
ground, leaving the fands upon it. It is now a bank, that runs parallel to the 
fhore, about a league and an half from it, and near three leagues in length : at 
low water it is dry, and, by breaking the force of the fea on the fouth-weft and 
fouth-eaft, makes the Downs a better road than it would be without it : yerfhips 
have been frequently loft upon it, when the wind blowed hard at fouth-eaft, eaft-
by-north, or eaft-north-eaft. - Here is a free fchool, and formerly there was a 
manufacture of cloth. 

T U N B R I D G E , or the I'own of Bridges, was thus called on account of its bridges,, 
of which it had five ; one over the river Med way, and the reft over different 
branches of that river. It is 29 miles diftant from London.- Moft of the houfes 
are ill built, and the ftreets vvorfe paved; the church is.a modern ftructure, and 
there is a free fchool, erefted by Sir Andrew Judd, lord mayor of London, a 
native of this place, who appointed the Skinners company truftees of the cha-
rity, on which an eftate was fettled by parliament,, in the reign of queen Eliza-
beth. • . 

About 
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About four or five miles fouth of this town are Tunbridge Wells, fituated for 
the moft part in the fame parifn, and at the bottom, of three hills, called Mount 
Sinai, Mount Ephraim, and Mount Pleafant, on each of which are good houfes, 
and fine fruit gardens, but the wells are iupplied from a fpring in the neighbour-
ing pariih of Spelhurit. The water of thefe wells is a chalybeat, laid to be of 
great efficacy in cold, chronical difeafes, in weakneifes of the nerves, and a bad 
digeftion. The principal well is walled in, and paved like a ciilern, and there 
are two paved walks running from it, in one of which is a long covered gal-
lery for a band of mufick, and for the company to walk under in bad weather; 
and there is alfo a row of ihops and coffee rooms, and a public room to dance 

, In. There is a good market on the other fide, and behind the wells is a chapel 
of eafe to the parifh church, where divine fervice is performed twice a-day, dur-
ing the months of June, July, and Auguft, which is the feafon for drinking 
the water. Seventy poor children are wholly maintained here, by the contribu-
tions of the company at the wells, which are alfo the chief fupport of the chap-
lain. The air is excellent, all provifions very reafonable, and of the beft wild 
fowl, particularly the wheat-ear, here is great plenty. . 

W E S T R A M is 2 3 miles diftant from London, and is remarkable only for a 
houfe, called the Squerries, which was built here by a late earl of Jerfey. 

W O L W I C H or W O O L W I C H , Hands upon the river Thames, at the diftance of 
nine miles from London. It is rendered confiderable by a dock, the oldeft in 
the kingdom, for building ihips of war, and by a gun yard, called the Warren or 
park In this dock more ihips have been built, than in any other two docks in 
the k i n g d o m i n the Warren, artillery of all kinds and dimenfions are can, and 
a company of matroffes are employed here to make up cartridges, and to cnarge 
bombs carcafles, and grenadoes, for the public fervice. There are many yards, 
ware-houfes, and magazines of military and naval (lores at this place, and an 
academy has lately been eftabliilied here, for teaching military mathematics, and 
whatever elfe relates to the attack and defence of fortified places. 

A cniard' fhio generally refides here, efpecially in time of war, and the largeft 
l i p s may fafeiy "ride in this place, even at low water. The church of this town 
was lately rebuilt in a handibme manner. 

W R O T H A M , or W O R T H A M , is faid to have taken its name from^ the great 
abundance of the herb called wort, which grows near it It is 25 miles diftant 
from London, ana in the church are fixteen flails, ilippofed to have been maae 
for the clergy attending the archbifhop of Canterbury, who formerly had a pa-
lace here. 

WYE fo called from its ancient name Vaga, is diftant 57 miles from London, 
and ftands upon the bank of the river Stour, over which it has a bridge. Here 
fs a C c h "which was formerly collegiate, and has. been 1rebuilt iince t h e ^ 
1706, the old one having been a l m o f t reduced to rums, by the fad of the tower 
Here alfo is a charity ichool, founded by lady Joanna Thornhill. i his town 
has a harbour for barges. 

Y y 2 C U R I-
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C U R I O S I T I E S . 

Britain fup- Some have imagined that Britain was anciently joined to the continent of Eu-
pofed to have r 0 p e by an ifthmus, reaching from Dover to Calais, in France, and that the fea 
tTeconti!ent° f r e c iu e n tty breaking in upon it, at length wailied it away. 

Remarkable In the reign of king Henry the Fourth, Hith fuffered greatly by peftilence, 
circumftances which was fucceeded by a fire, that in one day deftroyed 200 houfes foon after, 
Hith"2 t0 Hups which this town, as a cinque port, was obliged to fit out for 

the fervice of the crown, were funk, and one hundred men were drowned. 
Thefe misfortunes fo difpirited the furviving inhabitants, that they were about 
to quit the place, but the king encouraged them to remain in ir, by releafing 
them for a time from the fervice which their town owed him as a cinque port. 

Upon the 6th of April, in the year 1580, an earthquake happened in this 
town, which rung the church bells, and damaged many houfes. 

In April 1739, as ten perfons, who came to take a view from the fteeple of 
this town, were waiting in the porch for the keys of the church, the fteeple fell 
down, and did none of them any hurt; but if the keys had been ready a few 
minutes fooner, they muft all have fallen with it, and would probably have been 
cruihed to pieces, or buried under the ruins. 

In a vault under this church, there are feveral thoufand ikulls and other bones 
of a gigantic fize, placed in a regular manner, with an infcription, purporting 
that "they are the remains of Daniih foldiers, killed in a battle near this place,, 
before the Norman conquefb 

Between January 1730, and February 1738, a powder mill, upon the river 
Darent, near Dartford, was blown up four times, but the lait time no perfon 
was hurt, though all the fervants belonging to the mill were bufy in their fe-
veral employments. 

Surprriin? in- Upon a tomb ftone in the church of Lenham, there is an infcription, fignify-
lancesof fer. ing that Mary Honeywood,. the wife of Robert Honeywood, E % of Charing^ 
tility and ion- n e a r tj 1;s t Q w r i j hac}3 a t the time of her death, 367 defendants, of which fixteen 
§evlty* were children of her own body, 1 1 4 grandchildren, 2.28 great grandchildren,, 

and nine in the fourth generation. 

At Barfrefton, about five miles foiith-weft of Sandwich,, there was a funeral in 
the year 1700, very remarkable for the train of old people that attended it: the 
perfon buried was the minifter of the place, aged 96 ; the funeral fermon was 
preached by another of the age of 82, the fervice was read by one of 87, the 
pariih clerk, fexton, and his wife, were each above 80, and feveral perfons at-
tended from Coldred, the neighbouring pariih, that were above 100 years old. 

An amazing There is a ridge of chalky hills, reaching all the way from Folkftone to Dover,, 
phacnomc- fome of which, in the n e i g h b o u r h o o d o f Folkftone, we are told, in No. 349 o f 
aoa. cj-fo phUofiphicql Tranfa£lions% had been obferved to fink confiderably in the lait 

century. 
la 
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In 1683, as fome men were digging at Hunton, near Maidilon, they difco- Extno/dina, 

vered, at the depth of about fix yards, a ftratum of iba ihelis, an inch thick and ry foffils. 
feveral yards fquare, which, however ilrange, is not uncommon m peaces much 
more remote from the fea. 

At Chartham, a village upon the river Stour, about three miles fouth of Can-
terbury, as fome perfons were finking a well, in the year 1668, they found, at 
the depth of about feventeen feet, a parcel of petrified bones, of an uncommon 
fize and figure, among which were four perfect teeth, almoft as large as a man s 
hand. Some believed them to be the bones of a marine animal, which had pe~ 
rifhed there, upon a fuppofition that the long vale, of twenty miles or more, 
through which the river Stour runs, was formerly an arm ot the fea. Some were 
of opinion that they are the bones of an elephant, many elephants are laid to 
have been brought over into Britain by the emperor Claudius, who landed near 
Sandwich, and might probably come this way in his march to the 1 names. 
The ihape and fize of thefe teeth are thought to agree with thofe or an elephant 
and the depth at which they were found, is accounted for by the continual 
wafning down of the earth from the hills. 

At Ever no- a village between Elham and Dover, there fometimes is a ilream A vulgar 
of water, froS no vifible head or fpring, that will carry a veifel of good b u r d e n , omen. 
This the people in the neighbourhood confider as the prefage of fome public 
calamity. 

At St Peters, in the I lie of Thanet, a monftrous fiili was left on iliore, in the MonftroU8 
year 1 £7 A which is faid to have roared fo loud, that it was heard at a mile's dift- ilihcs. 
Lee. It was fixty-fix feet long, and fourteen thick -, one of its eyes is find to 
have been more than fix horfes could draw in a cart, and its liver to have been 
two carts load. 

At Wolwich a grampus was taken, Auguft 13th, 1627, which meafured 
thirty feet long, and was five feet thick. 

In the year 12 36 the marihes near Wolwich were overflowed by the Thames, inundation 
fo that'many of the inhabitants periihed, together with v a i l numbers of cattle ; 
and in the reit/n of James the Firil, another inundation laid many acres of 
meadow under water, which have never been recovered. 

Rumney Marfh is remarkable for the devailations made in it by the fea, in the 
reian of kino- Edward the Firil, when whole villages, with their inhabitants 
w e r e deilroved, a coniiderable river, called the Rother, thrown out of its ufual 
courfe, and a paffage opened for it nearer to Rye, in Suifex, through which it 
flows at this day. 

A N T I Q U I T I E S . 

As this county is nearer the continent than any other and the only part of A n c f c n t ,^ 
oui^coafl that can be difcovered from thence with the 
inhabited before any other part of the liland, fuppofing Britain to have oeen 
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peopled from France, which has been the opinion of many judicious writers," and 
of Casfa-r hi mi elf, as we are told in his Commentaries. It was the county by 
which the Romans invaded the iiland, and it was then governed by four petty ' 
princes, whole names were Cyngetorix, Carvilius, Taximagulus, and Segonax. 

When the Roman government was firft eftahlifhed in Britain, this county was 
put under the jutifdi&ion of the governor of Britannia Prima; but afterwards, 
the fea coaft, which probably on account of the depredations of the Saxons, was 
called Littus Saxonicum, or the Saxon Shore, had a peculiar governor, called the 
count of the Saxon Shore, and it was no doubt in imitation of this government 
that William the Conqueror appointed a governor of this coaft, called the war-
den of the cinque ports. 

During the Saxon heptarchy, of which Kent was the firft kingdom, it was go-
verned by feventeen kings fucceifively ; the firft was Hengift, the laft Bald red, 
who being conquered by Egbert, Kent became a part of the Weft Saxon king-
dom, and To continued till the Norman conqueft. 

The inhabitants of this county are faid to have been the firft in England that 
were converts to Chriftianity, and by their courage and refolution, they retained 
fome privileges, which the inhabitants of every other county loft, by a capitu-

Gavelkind. lation with William the Conqueror, particularly a tenure called Gavelkind, by 
virtue of which, firft, Every man poffeifed of lands in this county is in a man-
ner a freeholder, not being bound by copyhold, cuftomary tenure, or tenant 
right, as they are in other parts of England. Second!;/, The male heirs, and in 
default of fuch, the female, ftiare all the lands alike. Thirdly, The lands of a bro-
ther, if he have no legal iillie, are fhared by all the furviving brethren. Fourthly, 
An heir, when fifteen years, is of age to fell or alienate. Fifthly, Though the 
anceftor be convi¿ted of felony or murder, the heirs iha.ll enjoy his inheritance*-, 
and this is alluded to by the Kentifh proverb 4 The father to the bough, and 
4 the fen to the plough ;' but this privilege extends not to treafon, piracy, out-
l a w r y , or abjuring the realm. 

Ancient pri- The privileges anciently annexed to the cinque ports and their dependants, 
viieges of the were, Firft, Exemption from all taxes and toll. Secondly, Cognizance of all courts, 
cwque ports. a n j a power to oblige all that lived in their jurisdiction to plead in their courts. 

Thirdly, A power to take toll in their markets, arid to puniih offenders in their 
own bounds. Fourthly, A power to puniili murderers and fugitives from juftice. 
Fifthly, To have pillory and tumbrel, r r cucking-ftool. Sixthly, A power to pu-
niih foreigners, as well as natives, for theft. Seventhly, A power to raife mounds 
or banks in any man's lands, againft breaches of the fea. Eighthly, T o appropri-
ate to their own trie all loft goods and wandering cattle, if not claimed within a 
year and day. Ninthly, To have the commons, and be at liberty to cut down the 
trees growing upon them. Tenthly, To convert to their own ufes, fuch goods 
as they found floating on the fea, goods thrown out of fhips in a ftorm, and 
goods driven afhore, when no wreck or iliip was to be feen. i ithly, To be 
a guild or a fraternity, and to be allowed the franchifes of court leet arid court 
baron, izthly, A power to aiTemble at Shepway, and keep a portmote, or par-
liament, for the cinque ports, to puniih all infringers of their privileges, make 
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by-laws, and hear all appeals from the inferior courts, igthly, Their barons 
to have the privilege of fupportirtg the canopy over the king's head at his coro-
nation. 

The fervice required of the cinque ports, in recompence for the privileges they Service, re-
enjoyed, was to lit out fifty-feven ihips, each manned with twenty-one men and ^ ^ an-
a b.oy, with which they were to attend thé king's fervice for fifteen days, at their 
own charge, and if the ftate of affairs required ' their affiitance 'any. longer, they 
were to be paid by the crown. The number of ihips required from each of thefe 
four ports was as follows : Sandwich, with its members, five, Dover, and its 
members, twenty-one, Hith five, and Rumney, with the towns dependant, five 
more. 

The city of Canterbury was called Durovernum and Darvernum, by the Antiquités of 
Romans, which name lb me derive from the Britifh word Durwhern, which is faid Canterbury, 
to fignify a rapid river, and to have been applied to this town hecaufe the S tour 
here flows with fome impetuofity. This city is faid by hiftorians to have been 
built by one Rudhu-rdibras, or Lud Rudibras, a king of the Britons, upwards 
of 900 years before the Chriftian sera, and called Caer Kent, that is the city of 
"Kent. That this was a city of importance in time of the Romans, appears from 
the Itinerary of Antoninus, from the Roman coins frequently dug up here, and 
from fome remains of a military way and Roman caufeys, leading from hence to 
Dover and the town of L i m me near Hith. Vortiger, king of the Britons, re-
filled here after the Romans, and yielded this city to the Saxons, in whole 
time the chief magiftrate was called a prsefeét, afterwards a portreeve, and in 
1 0 1 1 , the king's provoft of Canterbury. It appears that at the time of the con-
que it, the jurifdiftions of the king and the archbifhop lay intermixed, and that 
though the archbifhop had a mint and fome other confiderable privileges, yet 
the king had the fupreme royalty till William Rufus gave the city, without any 
refervation, to bifiiop Anfelrn. 

The cathedral church of this city was partly built in time of the Romans, by 
Lucius, the firft Chriftian king of the Britons ; and here the converted Britons. 
woriKipped, till the pagan Saxons drove them beyond the Severn ; but when 
Ethelbert, king of Kent, about the year 600, had been converted by St. Auguf-
tine, he gave him this church, together with his palace, and the royalty of the 
city and its territories, upon which the archiepifcopal fee was removed from Lon-
don to this city. When this cathedral became the metropolitan church, Auguf-
tine immediately repaired and confecrated it, by the name of Chrift Church, but 
it was rifled and burnt in 1 0 1 1 , together with the reft of the city, by the Danes, 
King Canute however had it repaired, and prelented his crown of gold to it, but 
in 1043 it was again much defaced by fire. Afterwards Lanfrac, the archbifhop,. 
totally rebuilt it.° together with the palace, and dedicated it anew to the honour 
of the Holy Trinity, but in the reign of Henry the Firft, it was dedicated again 
in the prefence of the king and queen, and of David king of Scotland, and many 
of the biihops and nobility of both kingdoms, by the n a m e of Chrift Church. 
In 1 1 7 4 it was again deftroyed by - fire, but was begun to be rebuilt m the reiga 
of king Stephen, 'though not compléated till that of Henry the Fifth. 
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This cathedral, before the reformation, had 110 lefs than thirty-feven altars» 

Here lie interred the bodies of Henry the Fourth, and his queen, Joan, befides 
thole of fix other kings, thole of Edward the Black Prince, and of other prin-
ces, cardinals, archbiihops, and other great men ; and St. Auguftine, with the 
feven archbiihops that immediately fucceeded him, lie buried in one vault. Thefe 
archbiihops were Auguftine, Laurentius, Mellitus, Juftus, Honorius, Deus-dedit, 
and Theodofius, in honour of whcm the following verfes were engraven on mar-
ble in this vault: 

Sept em funt angli -primates & protopatres, 
Septem reef ores, feptem coeloque triones; 
Septem cijiern^ vitce, feptemque lucerne ; 
Et feptem palma regni, feptemque corona, -
Septem funt ft elite, quas bac tenet area cell<e. 

In this church was a ihrine of Thomas Becket, archbiihop of Canterbury, fb 
rich, by the conftant offerings made to it for feveral ages, that the celebrated 
Erafmus, who faw it, tells us, that the chapel, to which there was an afcent 
from the choir, glittered all over with jewels of ineftimable value, and that 
through the whole church there appeared a profufion of more than royal fplendor. 
Gold was one of the meaneft treafures of this ihrine, and Dugdale obferves, 
that at the general diifolution of religious houfes, the plate and jewels belonging 
to this tomb, filled two great chefts, each of which required eight men to re-
move it. 

Flere are ftill feveral religious ruins, particularly the walls of a chapel, laid to' 
have been a Chriftian temple, before the time of Auguftine, and by him confe-
crated to St. Pancras; and near it is a little room, faid to have been king Ethel-
bert's temple, while he was a Pagan. 

This city was furrounded by ftrong walls, chiefly of flint, and fortified by a 
great number of towers, a deep ditch on the out-fide, and a rampart within. 
Here alio was a caftle, fuppofed to have been built by the Saxons, the decayed 
bulwarks of which ftill appear, on the fouth fide of the city. The two gates of 
a monafterv, dedicated to St. Auguftine, are frill ftanding, and both very ftateiy.. 
The fite of this monaftery took up a great compafs of ground, is furrounded 
with a very high wall, and was for fome time the burying place of the kings 
and archbiihops. 

At Canterbury there was anciently, not only a mint, but a royal exchange; and 
the antiquities of this city are fo numerous, that feveral folio volumes have 
been written upon the fubject, and are ftill extant. 

-Antiquities of The caftle at Rochefter is fuppofed to have been built by William the Con-
Rochefter. queror, and the cathedral to have been originally erefted by Ethelbert, king of 

Kent, who dedicated it to St. Andrew, and made Rochefter an epifcopal fee. 
It was repaired upon its original plan," in the time of William the Conqueror, by 
Gundolph, bifhop of this diocefe, who is faid to have been an architect, and to 
have directed the building of the caftle by the king's order. 

The 
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The ancient military way, called Watling Street, crofting Kent, from Shooter's 
Hill, near Blackheath, to Dover, runs directly through this city« 

On the north fide of the north-weft tower of the cathedral church, is the effigy 
of biihop Gundulph and here are walls four yards thick, which are the remains 
of a great tower, called Gundulph's Tower. 

Maidfton was anciently reckoned the third among the principal cities of Bri- — of M a i d « 

tain ; it was then called Caer Medwag, or Caer Megwad; and having been a f tcn-
Roman ftation, is judged by Camden to be the Vagniacas mentioned by An-
toninus. 

The town of Dover, in the time of its profperity, had twenty-one wards, each — of Dover, 
of which furniihing a ihip of war for the fervice of the crown, and maintaining 
it forty days at its own expence, had a licenfed packet-boat in confideration of 
that fervice ; and according to the Tower records, the fare to France in one of 
thefe packets, was thus fettled in the time of Richard the Second: for a fmgle paf-
fenger, in the fuuimer time, fixpence, in the winter, one {hilling ; for a horfe, in 
fummer, one ihilling and fixpence, and in winter two ihillings. 

In the caftle of this town are two very old keys, and a brafs trumpet, like a 
horn, faid to have been kept here ever iince the time of Julius Casfar. There is 
alfo in this place a brafs gun, reckoned the longeft in the world, of the moil 
curious workmanfhip, which was prefented by the States of Utrecht to queen 
Elizabeth, and is called her pocket piftol. It is twenty-two feet long, requires 
fifteen pounds of powder, and, it is faid, will carry a ball feven miles; but the 
greateft antique curiofity in this town, is a Roman pharos, or watch-tower, ftand-
ing at the weft end of an old church, faid to have been built by Lucius, the iirft 
Chriftian king in Britain ; and upon a rock, over againft the caftle, there are 
the remains of another Roman watch-tower, called Bredenfione, and by the vulgar 
Devil's Drop, from the ftrength of the mortar; and here the conftable of the 
caftle, who is always lord warden of the cinque ports, is fworn into his office. 

Richborough, fituated on the bank of the Stour, about a mile north of Sand-_ 0 f R i c h , 

wich, was in the time of the Romans a great city, and fiourifhed under the b o r o u g h . 

Saxons ; it was alfo a famous harbour before its port was choaked up with fand, 
and was the place where the Roman forces ufually landed, and from whence they 
failed to the continent. It is called RutupU, by Ptolemy, Partus Rhutupenfts, by 
Tacitus, and Rhitupis Port us, by Antoninus. Here . the Romans built a caftle, 
which was deftroyed by the Danes, together with the city, the lite of which is 
now a corn-field, where, when the corn is grown up, the courfe of the ftreets crof-
fing each other may eafily be difcovered, for there the corn grows confiderably 
thinner than in other places. Thefe croffings, the neighbouring inhabitants com-
monly call St. Auguftine's Crofs. The walls of the city on three fides are nearly 
entire, and in fome places twenty-five and thirty feet high, without any ditch. 
Here are alfo fome remains of the old walls of a tower, built with Hints and long -
bricks, of the old Britiih make, and cemented with a fort of land, which by time 
is become as hard as a ftone. Roman coins, both of gold and filver, have often 
been found in this place. 
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k e n t , 

In the way from hence ^ to Sandwich, upon an eminence, are the remains of 
an amphitheatre, made of turf, fuppofed to have been defigned for the exercife 
or diveriion of a Roman garrifon. 

Before Sandwich gates are two Roman tumuli, and to the fouth, on the fea 
iliore, are fix large Celtic tumuli. 

The I (land of Shepey, or Sheepey, thus called on account of the great num-
ber of iheep ufually fed here, is thought by Mr. Camden, to have been the To-
Math of Ptolemy. In all the marihy parts of this iiland, there are feveral tumuli. 
which the inhabitants generally term coterels, and are fuppofed to have been caft 
up in memory of lbme Daniil> officers buried here. 

Caverns» In the heath, and fields near Crayford, are feveral caves, from ten to twenty 
fathoms deep, narrow at the mouth, and wide at the bottom. They are formed 
like thole already mentioned, on the other fide of the Thames, at Eaft Tilbury, 
in EfTex, and might therefore have been dug for the fame purpofe, though fome 
fuppofe them to have been receptacles for the wives, children,, and moveables 
of the Saxons, when they were at war with the Britons. 

A Roman Lenham is thought by Mr.. Camden, to be the Durolemm• or Durolevum of the 
Romans, mentioned by Antoninus, which however is by others difputed. 

A caitle was built, upon the fouth fide of the river Medway, near Tunbridge, 
by Richard earl: of Clare, natural ion to Richard the Firft, duke of Normandy, 
who exchanged lands in that dutchy, for the fame quantity here. This caitle,, 
by the ruins which itill. remain,, appears to. have been very large. 

King Henry Sittingbourn,.. a, great, thoroughfare between Rochefter and Canterbury, is re-
the Fifth markable for an inn, ftill known by the fign of the Red Lion, where John Nor-
pe^.d.att.he wood,., a neighbouring, gentleman, gave an entertainment to kins Henry the 
â sitting- F i f t h ' a n d h i s retinue,, on their return from France, the whole expence of 
bourn. which was nô  more than f.s. 9 d. wine being then fold at two-pence a»pints. 

and: all other- things proportionably. cheap. 

Antiquities of Folkftone appears to have been a coniiderabfe town in the time of the Ro~ 
Islkitone. mans,., from the great number of Roman coins and bricks frequently found in it,. 

f t fiouriihed alio under the Saxons, when it had five churches, four of which were* 
deftroyed in the reign of Edward the Confeflar,, by earL Godwin and his ions. 

At the fouth part of the town, there was a. caitle built by Eadbald, king of : 

Kent, above 1000 years ago, which falling to decay,., about the year 1068, a. 
fort was built upon the fame foundation, out of the materials of the old caitle,, 
and the ruins of that fort are vifible to this day. Upon a hill in this town, ftill 
called Caftle-hill, there was a watch tower,, now in ruins. 

— of Deal. Deal is called Dda, by Julius Cadar, who is fuppofed to have landed here,, in 
his fecond defcent upon Britain, on the 2:6th day of-• Auguft *,.. ' 

354 
A n a m p h i -
theatre. 

An ancient 
saiUe-

* As demonftrated in. No. 193.» of the Pbilcjopbual Tranfa3ions, by Dr. Halley, 
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The fea ihore in this place is thrown up into long ridges, like ramparts, which 

tome luppofe to have been done by the wind, but which Camden fuppofes to 
have been the work of Julius Caefar, and intended to ferve as a fort of fhip camp, 
for he tells us, that he was ten days and nights making fuch a camp, for the 
reception of his ihattered fleet, to fecure it both againit florms, and the Britons, 
who made feveral attempts upon his navy, but without fuccefs ; and to fupport 
this conjecture, Camden alfo obferves, that the neighbouring inhabitants call 
thefe ramparts Rome's Work, which is as much as to fay, the Work of the Ro-
mans. 

The Tile of Thanet, fuppofed to have derived its name from J}fenet, moift or — of the life 
watery, it being furrounded with water, was the firft place given to the Saxons by o f 1 hanet* 
the Britiih king Yortigern, when he fent for their afliftance againit the Scots and 
Picts, and here it was that the Danes began their ravages on England. 

Feveriham is fo ancient a town, that in the year 802, it was a royal demefne, — of Fever-
and called in king Kenulph's charter, the King's Utile Town-. King Athelftan, in 
903, fummoned a great council here, in which he ena&ed feveral laws. Here 
alio a flately abbey was ere£ted by king Stephen, who, with his queen Maud, 
lies buried in it, together with Euflace, their fon. Two mean gate-houfes of 
this abbey are itill fcanding. 

The kings of Kent had a palace at Milton, which was cailellated, and flood A Saxon. 

near the place where the church now Hands,- but was burnt down in Edward the Pa!ace* 
Confeifor's time, by earl Godwin. 

On Kemiley Downs, beyond the church of this town, are the ruins of a forti- Remains of 
fication, overgrown with buihes, and therefore called Caille-ruff, which was other ancieat 
built by Mailings the pirate, in the time of king Alfred; and there iti.ll remain, buildings, 
the ditches and part, of the {tone-work of another fort, -erected by that king, 
againit the pirate® on the ether fide of the water, in the Me of Shepey, called 
.Bavord Caftle. 

In the eaft part of the town of Gravefend, there is Hill remaining the body of 
an old chapel, which feems to have belonged to feme monaitery. 

Charlton, a pleafant village en the edge of Blackheath, in the road from Horn fair» 
'^Greenwich to Wolwich, is" remarkable for a fair, held on St. Luke's Day, called 
Horn-fair, being the only one of its kind in England. It confiils of a frolickfome , 
mob, who.» ..after a printed' fummons, difperfed through the feveral towns and 
country around, meet at a place-called Cuckold's Point, near -Deptford, .whence 
¿hey march in proceffion through that town and Greenwich, to Charlton, with 
-horns .of divers"kinds upon their heads. - This affembly ufed to be infamous for 
great rvrdenefs and indecency, but. is now kept in tolerable order by conftabies, 
who are ordered -to 'attend-; and a fermon is now preached at the church of Chari-
ton, in the fair time. We have no account of the origin of this whimfical fair, 
but by tradition, which fays, that king John, or force other of our kings, who 
had a palace at Eltham, in the neighbourhood, having been out a hunting, and 
rambled from his company to this little hamlet, took a liking to the miilrefs 
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A Roman 
camp. 

An ancient 
monument. 

of a c o t t a g e , whom he found alone, and that having prevailed over her modefty 
the h u i b a n d furpnzed them together, and vowing to k i l l them both, the king 
was o b l i g e d to difcover himfelf, and to compound for their fafety by a prefent 
of a purfe of gold, and a grant of all the land from this place to that now called 
C u c k o l d ' s Point, befides making him mailer of the whole hamlet; and that in 
memory o f th i s grant, and the occafion of it, the huiband eftabliihed a fair here 
for the fale of horns and all forts of goods made of horn, which are ftill the chief 
articles fold at th is fair. 

At K e f t o n , a village about three miles fouth of Bromley, there is a fortifica-
tion, the area of which is inclofed with very high treble ramparts, and deep 
ditches, near two miles in compafs. It is fuppofed to be a work of the Romans 
but at w h a t time is uncertain. 

Some observing that the river Ravenfbourn rifes at Kefton Heath, near this 
camp, conjecture it to be the fame which Csefar made, when the Britons <*ave 
him the laft battle, with their united forces, juft before he paffed the Thames, 
in purfuit of CaiTivelaunus; and fuppofe that the name Kefton favours this con-
jecture, becaufe the Britons called him Kafar, and not cJfar; but others, who 
think that Casfar had not time to caft up fuch a work, and that if he had fo em-
ployed his army, he would have mentioned fo confiderable a thing in his Com-
mentaries, are of opinion, that this is the only remains of the ancient Noviomagus, 
which Camden, and after him Dr. Gale, in his Comment upon the Itinerary of An-
toninus, place at Woodcot, .or Woocot, near Epfom, a market town of Surry. 

Near Aylesford, about four miles north of Maidfton, under the fide of a very 
high chalky hill, there is a heap of huge ftones, fome ftanding endwife, and 
others lying acrofs, called by the common people Rett's, or Keith-coty-houfe, and 
fuppofed to be the tombs of Kentigern and Horbus, two Daniih princes, killed 
here in battle with the Britons; or as fome fay, with Yortinas and Hen^ift the 

Antiquities of Reculver, upon the fea fide, about eight miles north-eaft of Canterbury, is the 
Reculver. Regulbium of the Romans, it is faid that Severus, emperor of Rome, about the 

year 205, built a caftie at this place, which he fortified again it the Britons, and 
that E t h e l b e r t , one of the kings of Kent, ere&ed a palace here, the compafs of 
which is ftill v i s i b l e , from the ruins of an old wall. Several Roman veifels, cif-
terns, and cellars, befides vaft numbers of coins, rings, bracelets, and other cu-
rious a n t i q u i t i e s , have frequently been difcovered here, which ferve to fhow that 
this was anciently a very confiderable place, though now the fea has carried away 
the greateft part of the ground that the town formerly ftood upon. 

A treafure A t T u n f t a l l , near Sittingbourn, in January 1738, feveral hundred broad pieces 
trove, of gold w e r e found, by a poor b o y , in a coppice, who not knowing what they 

were, and playing with them at a farmer's near Canterbury, the farmer got pof-
feffion of them ; but not keeping it fecret, was obliged to refund 624 of them 
to the crown, though Sir John Hales claimed the whole, upon a fuppofition that 
his a n c e f t o r h a d concealed them there during the civil wars in the reign of king 
Charles the Firft. 

Chilham, 
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Chilham, a village north of Wye, and near the river Stour, is fuppofed to be Antiquities of 
the place where Julius Csefar encamped in his fecond expedition into Britain, and Chilham, 
to have been at firft called Jul-ham, that is Julius's Station, of which the prefent 
name may be a corruption. Near this town there is a green barrow, called Jul 
Labor, which is thought to be the grave of Luberius Dorus, the tribune,, who 
was killed by the Britons in the march of the Romans from that camp, 

Newenden, a little village upon the river Rother, about four miles fouth-eaft of— of New-
Cranbrook, is, in the opinion of Camden, the haven called by the Notitia of An- enden. 
toninus, Anderida, by the ancient Britons Caer Andred, and by the Saxons An-
fcjtetofceaptrep. The Romans, to defend this coaft againft the Saxon pirates, 
placed here a band of the Abulci, under the count or lord warden of the Saxon 
Shore ; it was then a famous city, and continued to be the chief place for ftrength 
in this fide of the county, till about the year 488, when the firft king of the 
South Saxons befieged and took it by ftorm from the Britons, put them all to 
the fword, and razed it to the ground. It was however rebuilt in the reign of 
Edward the Firft, and was then called Newenden, that is, in refped of the old 
town, a New Town in a Valley. 

At Wrotham, a confiderable quantity of old Britiih filver coins was dug up in — of WIE-
the laft century; and not many years ago a quantity of fmall folid pieces of brafstham-
were found in a place not far from hence, called the Camps, fuppofed to have 
been remains of the weapons or armour of fame military officer interred there. 

At Hith the captain of the Turnacenfes had his ftation, under the count o f _ 0 f H u h , 
the Saxon fhore ; and from hence to Canterbury is a paved military way, called 
Stoney Street, which is eafily difcovered to be a Roman work. 

At a little diftance from this town is Limine, where, upon the fide of a hill, — ofLimme, 
are the remains of a caftle, which included ten acres of land, and the ruins of Ro-
man walls may be feen almoit to the bottom of the marines. This is a noble 
piece of antiquity, and there feems to be no doubt, but that it was the Partus 
Lemanis of the Romans, though now its port,, as well as thole of its two neigh-
bouring towns, Weft Hith and Eaft Hith, both which owe their original to-
this town, is choaked up with fand : yet ftill it has the horn and mace, and other 
tokens left of its ancient grandeur. It ufed to be the place where the lord war-
den of the cinque ports was fworn,, at his entrance upon his office; and there-
have been feveral coins and other Roman antiquities found in its neighbour-
hood, 

E C C L E S I A S T I C A L A N T I Q J J I T I E S. 

Ethelbert, king of Kent, upon his con-verfion to Chriftianity,. having given his 
palace at Canterbury to St. Auguftine, and the monks that came over with him,, 
they immediately began a monaftery there, and repairing an old church,, which is 
now the cathedral, and is faid to have been founded and filled with monks, be-
fore the Romans left this ifland, dedicated it to the honour of Jefus Chrift. This, 
was, by the archbifnops, made their cathedral, and for the moil part was under 
the care of a dean and fecular canons, till archbiihop Ealfric, in the year 1003, 
turned them out, and. put monks in their place; but the feculars foon after feeni 
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to have repolTeffed themfelves, and continued till biiliop Lanfrac, about the year 
io8o, rebuilt the cathedral and the adjacent buildings, and repleniihed them with 
one hundred and fifty Benedi&ine monks. From this time the monaitery was 
often ftiled the church or priory of the Holy Trinity, as well as Chrift Church j 
and befides the great offerings at Thomas of Becket's ilirine, it was upon the 
general diifolution of religious houfes, endowed with a yearly revenue of 
^3871. 13s . 3d. clear. 

King Ethelbert, upon the farther perfuafion of St. Auguftine, in the year 605, 
Tounded another noble monaitery here, and dedicated it to St. Peter and St. 
Paul but after St. Auguitine, the archbiihop of Canterbury, was buried here, 
this place was called St. Auguftine's Abbey. The monks were of the Bene-
di&ine order, and were endowed upon the diifolution with 1 4 1 3 1 . 4 s. n d . per 
annum. 

It is faid, that in thefe early Saxon times, there was, within the walls, on the 
fouth part of this city, a monaftery, built in honour of St. Mildred, whofe laft 
abbat's name was Alfwic. 

'Without the north gate of this city, Lanfrac, archbiihop of Canterbury, about 
the year 1084, founded and endowed with 701. per annum, an hofpital for poor, 
infirm, lame, or blind men and women, dedicated to St. John Baptift. It was 
under .the government of a prior, and its revenues were valued upon the diifo-
lution at 93 1. 15s . in the whole, a n d p i l . 16s . 8d . per annum, clear. It is ftill 
in being;, and the lateft account that hath been given of it fays, that it contains 
a prion a reader, eighteen in-brothers, twenty in-fiiters, and -the like number of 
out-brothers and out-lifters, and that the revenues.are in the whole 1951. 8 s. ^d. 
per annum. 

In the North,o-ate ftreet, over againft the hofpital of St. John, archbiihop 
Lanfrac alfo founded an houfe for fecular prieits, in the year 1084, dedicated 
to St Gregory, but archbiihop William, in the time of Henry the Firft, made 
it a priory °of Black canons. About the time of the diifolution here were thir-
teen religious, who were endowed with the yearly revenue of 1 2 1 1 . 1 5s . i d . 

In the fouth-eaft part of .this city was a Benediftine nunnery, founded by arch-
biihop Anfelm, about the year 1100. It was called St. Sepulchre's, and had a pno-
fefs, and five or feven nuns, who were found at the time of the diifolution to be 
-pofieiled of 29 1. 12 s. 5'd. per annum. 

The hofpital of Eaftbridge, or Kingibridge, ftill in being in this city, is thought 
to have been of archbiihop LanfracVs foundation ; however, it the confirmation 
of what Robert Drus gave to the church of Eaftburch, and the regular brethren 
.there mentioned by Mr. Speed, belong to this place, it was as ancient as king 
Henry the Firft, and fo before Thomas Becket's time, who is by fome laid to be 
•the founder ; but whoever founded it, it was called immediately after the canon-
ization of the laft mentioned archbiihop, the hofpital of St. Thomas the Martyr. 
Archbiihop Stratford did fo much for it, as to be ftiled the fecond founder. If 
•was originally for the entertainment of pilgrims, and the revenues of it upon the 
.diifolution were 23I. 18 s. 91!. per annum. It was preferved upon the reforma-
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tion, but being like to be {wallowed up in queen Elizabeth's time, archbkhop 
Whito-ift recovered it, and made ftatutes, which are confirmed by ad of parlia-
ment,° by which here are eftabliihed a mailer, a fchoolmafter, five in-brothers, 
and five in-fifters, and as many out-brothers and out-fifters. 

On the right fide of the way from this city to. Dover, in the fouth-eaft fuburb, 
Hucrh, the fecond of that name, abbat of St. Auguitine's, in the year 1 1 37 , 
built an hofpital, dedicated to St. Laurence, for the relief of leprous monks or 
the poor parents and relations of any of the monks of that abbey. It confined o, 
a warden or keeper, a prieft or chaplain, one clerk, and fixteen brethren and, 
filters-, and the chief or fenior of thefe filters,, was fometimes called the pnoreis... 
The revenues of this houfe were valued upon the diifolution at 391. 18 s. 6 d, 
in the whole, and 31 1. 7 s. lod. clear. 

In St. Peter's pariih in this city, almoil diredly oppofite to the BlackfHars-gate, 
was an ancient hofpital, called St. Nicholas and St. Catharine's, founded by one 
William Cockyn, a citizen here, which was about the year 1203, united to the 
neighbouring hofpital of St. Thomas at Eaftbridge.. 

The Francifcan, Minor, or Grey friars, came into England in the year 1224,. 
nine in number, of which, five flayed at Canterbury, by the diredion of king 
Henry the Third, and there fixed the firfl houfe of their order, on a piece of 
ground near the Poor Prieil's Hofpital John Diggs, an alderman about toe-
year 1270, tranftated them to an ifiand, then called Bynnewith, on the weft fide, 
of the city, where they continued till the diifolution. 

Here was a priory of Dominican or Black friars, founded, as is thought, about 
the year 122 1 , by king Henry the Third.. 

In the pariih of St. Margaret, in this city, Simon de Langton* archdeacon of. 
Canterbury, before the yea°r 1243, founded an hofpital for poor ^nrm ^ e d prieftv 
which was valued upon the diifolution at 2SI 16s id. in he whole, and 
Vol. 13 s. 8 d. clear It continued undiffolved till the feventeenth of Elizabeth, 
when beino- forrendered up, the queen granted, it, with all its lands and appur-
« T S the mayor and commonalty of the city,. for the ufe of the poor> and, 
the fite of it is now. their Bridewell. 

In the time of king Edward, the Firft or Second, the Fnars 1 o f 

order of St. Auguftine obtained a fettle^ent and an ̂ ^ ^ d ¿ i 
George, by the gift of Richard French,, baker, king 
others were benefadors to it.. 

M,in,„S, Spittle in .hi, c i t „ - » M f M of £ taj*» 

in the. year 1 .562. . 

At Tannington, or Canterbury S , J ^ e s ' s . i t h o u t the 
hofpital, founded in the time of king Henry the S e c o n d and » e d ^ J 
or St. Jacob. It fometimes confuted of a mailer or Keeper, ture.. E 
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refs, and twenty-five leprous lifters, whofe revenues were valued upon the difib-* 
lution at 53 L 16 s. n d . fer annum, in the whole, and 321. u s . i d . clear. 

King Ethelbert, about the year 60c, began to build a church at Rochefter, 
which being finifhed in about four years, he dedicated it to St. Andrew, and 
placed in it a bifhop and a chapter of fecular priefts, who being reduced to four 
or five, and obliged to refign, bifhop Gundulph, in the year 1089, fettled in this 
cathedral fifty or fixty Black monks. The biihopric was valued upon the diiio-
lution at 444I. 4s. 2d. per annum, in the whole, and 4 1 1 1 . os. 1 1 d, clear, and 
the priory valued at 4861. 1 1 s. gd. per-annum: but the priory being diffolved at 
the general fuppreffion, king Henry the Eighth brought in again a dean and fix 
fecular canons, or prebendaries, fix minors, with a deacon and fub-deacon, fix 
lay clerks, and eight chorifters. 

Eanfwitha, daughter to Eadbald, king of Kent, chuiing a religious life, her 
father, about the year 630, built at Folkftone, for the ufe of her and her com-
panions, a church and nunnery, dedicated to St. Peter, which, in courfe of time, 
was fal lowed up by the fea, according to fome writers, but as others have it, 
was cleftroyed by the Danes, and after that granted by king Ethelftan, in the 
year 927, to Chrift Church in Canterbury. After the Conqueft Nigell de Mune-
well was lord of Folkftone, and about the year 1095, gave the church of St. 
Mary and St. Eanfwide here, to the abbat and convent of Lonley, in Normandy, 
whereupon fome Benedictine monks from thence were placed here firft in the 
caftle, and afterwards in a building nearer the church. This alien priory had 
the fate of ail other fuch-like houfes, to be feized during a war with France, into 
the king's hands, but was afterwards made denifon, and continued till the dilfo-
lution, when it was valued at 4 1 1 . 15 s, jod, per annum. 

Ethelburga, daughter of king Ethelbert, after the death of her hufband, Ed-
win, king of Northumberland, in the year 633, returned into Kent, and by the 
favour of her brother, king Eadbald, built a monaftery at Lyming, two miles 
fouth of Elham, dedicated to the Virgin Mary. This religious houfe might per-
haps confift of nuns at firft, but afterwards it came under the government of an 
abbat, and continued till after the year 964, when, fuffering very much by 
the Danes, it came at length into the hands of the archbifhop or church of Can-
terbury. 

Egbert, king of Kent, in the year 669, gave to one Baife, formerly one of 
his nobility, now a prieft, fome lands at Reculver, where he built a monaftery, 
dedicated to the Virgin Mary. In the year 944 it was annexed to Chrift Church 
in Canterbury, by the g r a n t of king Eadred, when probably the abbat and black 
monks were removed; yet it feems to have been a church of more than ordinary 
note, under the government of a dean, about the year 1030. 

About the year 670, king Egbert bellowed upon his niece, Domneva, feveral 
plough-lands in the Iile of Thanet, in order to found and endow a monaftery, 
which fne built at Minftre in this iiland, about three miles and a half from Sand-
wich, and dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and in it placed her daughter St. Mil-
dred abbefs over feventy nuns. This abbey was plundered and burnt, and the 
nyns and clerks in it murdered by the Danes, feveral times, but particularly in 

• 6 the 
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the years 980 and 1 0 1 1 , after the laft of which times here were no more nuns, 
but a few fecular priefts only, and their church and lands were granted by king 
Canute, in the year 1027, to the monks of St. Ailitin's, Canterbury, who tranf-
lated the body of St. Mildred to their own church. 

Mr. Speed places a nunnery of Domneva's foundation, at a place called El fleet, 
or Elfleet; but as we meet with no place of that name in this county, we believe 
that if there was any fuch nunnery, it mult have been at Ebsfieet, in the Ifie of 
Thanet. 

At Eaftry, on the fouth-weil fide of Sandwich, king Egbert, who died in 
the year 673, is faid to have built for his fifter Ermenburga, a monaitery, de-
dicated to St. Ethelbert and St. Ethelbright, which is thought by bifhop Tan-
ner to have been a miftake of the ftory of St. Ethelbert and St. Ethelred, bro-
thers of Domneva here murdered, and for the expiation of which crime, the 
abbey of Minitre was founded. 

Sexburgh, widow to Ercombert, king of Kent, and mother of king Egbert, 
obtained land of her fon, in the Ifle of Shepey, upon which fhe founded a mo-
naitery at Minitre, near Sheernefs, about the year 675, and endowed it for feventy 
nuns. The religious here fuffered much upon the Danifh invafions, and theie 
pagans at laft wholly deitroyed their houfe ; but it was re-edified, and repleniihed 
with Benedictine nuns, by William archbiiliop of Canterbury, in the year 1 1 30 , 
and dedicated to St. Mary and St. Sexburgh. Here was a priorefs and ten nuns, 
about the time of the diffolution, when their annual revenues were accounted 
worth 1221. 13 s. 6d. 

Before the year 640, king Eadbald built a chapel within the caftle at Dover, 
in which he placed a college of twenty-four fecular canons, who were removed 
down into the town, to the old church of St. Martin, near the market, by Wic-
tred, king of Kent, about the year 696: here they continued above 400 years, 
till in the time of king Henry the Firit, complaint being made of fome irregu-
larities, he gave their houfe, with ail their lands and revenues, to William Cor-
boil, archbifhop of Canterbury, who, in the year ¿ 1 3 1 , began the foundation of 
a new church, with intent to fettle in the fame a convent of regular canons, of 
the order of St. Auftin, from Martin, near Wimble ton, in Surry ; but his fuc-
ceifor, archbiiliop Theobald, about the year 1 140, brought in a prior and twelve 
Benedictine monks, who were fubordinate to the monaftery of Chrift's Church in 
Canterbury, though upon the diffolution their poifeifions were valued diitinct, 
at 170I. 13s . 1 id . per annum. 

Here was an hofpital for leprous perfons, begun about the year 1 1 4 1 , upon 
the felicitation of Oibern and Godwin, two monks of St. Martin's, who fubjectecl 
the fame to the difpofal of their prior. It was dedicated to St. Bartholomew. 

The hofpital of St. Mary, called alfo Maifon de Dieu, in this town, was erected 
and endowed for the relief of poor pilgrims and feveral poor brethren and fillers, 
under the government of a mailer, in the beginning of the reign of king Henry 
the Third, by Hubert de Burgo, earl of Kent. Its revenues were valued upon 
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the fijppreffion at 2311 . 16s. ^(\.,£er mnum> m t\-\z whole, and 18s, 
clear. 

St. Eadburga, the fecund abheis of Minftre in the ifle of Thanet,. about the year 
740, built a monaftery dedicated to St. Peter and St. Paul, about a mile eaftward 
from St. Mary's,, founded by Domnefa. 

Elthrude, niece to king Alfred, gave the manor- of Lewiiham, upon the river 
RavehibourUv fouth-weft of Greenwich,, to the abbey of St. Peter at Ghent im 
Flanders, many years before the conqueft, upon which it became a cell of Bene-
dictine, monks to that houfe. After the fuppreflion of thefe alien priories, king 
Henry the Fifth made this a part of the. endowment of his new-erected Carthufian 
priory at. Siiene in Surry. 

At Harbledown, near Canterbury, archbiihop Lanfrac ere&ecl and endowed an 
hofpital dedicated, to St. Nicholas, for the relief of poor infected leprous perfons, 
the poifeifions of which were valued, upon the diifolution, at 1 1 2 1. 15 s. 7 d. per 
annum, in the whole, and at 109 1. 7 s. 2d . clear. It was not fuppreifed in the 
year 1574, when it con filled of fifteen in-brothers, and as many in-iifters, who had 
4! . a-piece yearly, bendes two loads of wood-, out-brothers and, out-fifters in like 
number, who had 1 L . 1 4 s . a-piece; the. whole revenue 160L The governor 
was fometimes called the dean, fometimes the prior, and is now called the mailer.. 

At Mailing-weft, Gundulph biihop of Rochefter,, in the time of king William 
Rufus, founded an abbey for nuns of the order of St. Benedict, dedicated to the; 
Virgin Mary, which was valued upon, the fuppreflion at 218 1. 4 s. 2d . per* 
Mnnum, 

At Chatham, Gundulph. biihop of Rochefter, in the time of king William Ru-
fus, founded the hofpital of St. Bartholomew, for leprous people, which was after-
wards confirmed by king Henry the Third, and other kings, and increafed by fe-
veral benefactors. The° governor, was ftiled cuftos, or warden, and fometimes-
prior, and.the brethren canons.,. 

At Leeds, near Maidfton, Robert de Crepito Corde, alias Creveceur, cr 
Croucheart, knight, built in the year 1 1 1 9 , a priory of Black canons dedicated to 
-St. Mary and St. Nicholas, which was endowed.upon the fuppreffion with the yearly, 
.revenues of 362J. 7 s, 7 d,. 

At Tunb.ridge there was a priory of Black canons e-refted ;by Richard of Clare earl. 
of Hertford,, about the end of the, reign of. king Henry the Firft. It was cledica- -
ted to St. Mary Magdalen, and its revenues were valued in fpiritualities at 48 1,... 
13 s. 4d. and in temporalities at 120 1. 16 s. n d . in all at 169 L IDS. 3 d.per 
annum. It was one of thofe fmall monafteries which cardinal Wolfey procured to 
be cliifolved, and had a grant of the fame, in the feventeenth of Henry the Eighth. 

At Boxley, near Maidfton, William de Ipre, earl of Kent, in the year 11465 
founded an abbey of Ciftercian monks, from Claravalle in Burgundy, which was de-

dicated. 
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aicated to the Virgin Mary, and endowed upon the f u p p r e f f i o n with 204 L 4 s« 
1 1 d. per, annum. 

At Feverfham kins Stephen and Maud his queen, in the year 1 147 , built an 
^ ^ O ^ ^ d Benedidine m o n k s , dedicated to our Saviour, winch, 
.at the diffolution, was endowed with 286 1. 12 s. 6 d. per annum. 

At Lille Cherch * was a nunnery of the Benedidine order, dedicated to the Vir-
gin Mary, and founded before the year 1151, by king Stephen I his hoaiL had. at 
Irft fome dependence or, the abbey of St. Sulfpice in Surges H e r e were toe m 
fixteen nuns ; but in the thirteenth year of the reign of Henry the uignth, thg 
were reduced to three, and thole three fcandalous. This 
Dr. Fiiher bifnop of Rocheiter, and the next year given by the king, to St. John« 
..college .in Cambridge, 

There is a traditionary account of an old nunnery at Newington, near'Hith and 
Tolk/tone • that, upon occafion of the priorefs's being ftrangled m her bed, the 
mums were removed^) Shepey; and that after this, ^ n m s ^ b v t one of 
their eftate founded a college in this town, of feven fecular canons, but one or 
t r S murdered, four*of 

fome writings fix this misfortune .among the ¿ a t I T c ^ o u e r o r 
time of William the Conqueror; and it is pofitively aiierted, tnat me 
" a v e to the laid abbey of St. Auftin eight .prebends ah Newington. 

At Davinoton about a mile from Feverfham, there was a Benedictine^nnery 
JAX JJavmgion, djutu . . , T- n ' Mpwenham. It was dedicated 

•'founded in the year 1 , 5 3 , as it is faid by f - u l k d e N w e f t t o ^ £ b a t ; n 

houfe hath not yet occurred. 

At Monkihorton was a cell of Cluniac monks, belonging to.the prioty of Lew«, 
.a market town of^Suffex who hadIthe.manor 
Henry the Second by the_g.it of R o b e t ae e e ^ StTPaneras, 
linrl Tt was dedicated to bt. iviar), or, juiui u ^ o t;ii „¿ri^L 
made by king Edward the T^prioratus t i l tiu, g.ne 

diffolution, when it was valued at 95 L 12 s. 2d . per annum, 

r- AU „<1 TiriKprf dp Turneltam or Thoffiham, in the At Cumbwell, .near Goudhurft, Robert de irnncn A u f n l f t i n c < I t w a s 

dowed with 8 0 I 17 s. 5 d- per annum,upon the general iuppiemor 

or -villages, of this.comity. 
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Richard de Lucy, chief juftice of England in the year 1 178 , began an abbey 

for Black canons upon his eflate at Weftwood in Lefnes upon the Thames, about 
halfway between Wolwich and Dartford. It was dedicated to St. Mary and St. 
Thomas the Martyr; and its revenues, which amounted to 186I. 9 s. per annum, 
were among others granted to cardinal Wolfey, for the better endowment of his 
colleges. 

At Rumhey, an hofpital for leprous perfons was founded by Adam de Chering, 
dedicated to St. Stephen, and St. Thomas archbiihop of Canterbury, in the time 
of Baldwin archbiihop of that fee, which being decayed and forfaken, in the year 
1363, John Frauncys, then patron, re-eftabliihed a mailer and one prieil, almoil 
in the nature of a chantry, which, in 1481 , was annexed to St. Mary Magdalen's 
college in Oxford. The church of St. Nicholas, in this town, with the chapel an-
nexed, and fome other churches in Kent, being appropriated to the abbey of 
Pountney in , here was placed a cell of monks to that foreign abbey; and 
upon the fuppreifion of thefe alien priories, it was given by king Henry the Sixth 
to All-fouls college in Oxford. 

In the church-yard at Hakington, near Canterbury, Baldwin archbiihop of that 
fee began a chapel, in the year 1 187 , in which he propofed to found a noble col-
lege of forty fecular prieils ; and defigned that the king, and each of his fuifragan 
biihops, ihould have a prebend, every one to be worth forty merks per annum: 
but the prior and monks of Chriil-Church made fuch vigorous oppofition to this 
defign in the court of Rome, that, after the archbiihop had, in the fucceeding 
year, fettled fome canons here, he was obliged to defiil, and the chapel was, by the 
pope's command, levelled with the ground in the year 1 1 9 1 . 

At Swingfield, near Dover, was an houfe of fillers of the order of St. John 
of Jerufalem, before the year 1180. Here was alfo a preceptory of knights-term 
plars before the year 1 190 , to which Sir Wareiius de Valoniis, Sir Robert de 
Clotingham, Arnulph Cade, and others, were great benefactors. It became after-
wards part of the pofieifions of the knights of St. John of Jerufalem, and as fuch, 
was valued, upon the fuppreifion, at 87 1. 3s. 3d. per annum.-

At Brockly, in or near Deptford, there was a monailery of the Premonilratenfian 
order, founded about the end of the reign of king- Henry the Second, or begin-
ning of the reign of king Richard the Firil, by Julian counteis of , dedi-
cated to the Virgin Mary : but the religious were, in the reign of king John, re-
moved, with the canons of Otham near Maidilon, to the abbey of Begham on the 
borders of SuiTex. 

At Blackwafe, or Blackhoufe, was a priory of White or Premonilratenfian ca-
nons, dedicated to St. Nicholas; it was at firil a cell to Lavinden in Bucks, but 
v/as afterwards annexed to St. Radegund's near Dover. 

At Sandwich was an hofpital dedicated to St. Bartholomew, and founded by 
Thomas Crompthorn, Efq; and Maud his wife, about the year 1 190 , for a mailer, 

brethren 
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brethren, and filters, and three priefts, of which one was to be prior. Sir Henry 
Sandwich, lord warden of the cinque ports, fo encreafed the revenues, that here 
were maintained twelve brethren and four fillers. It was valued, in 1562, at 40 L 
per annum, and is yet in being for fix poor men, and as many women, who have 
every one a houfe and garden, with a handfome allowance. It is under the care 
and government of the mayor and jurats. Here was a priory of White iriars, 
founded, by one Henry Cowfeld, in the year 1272.. 

Leland tells us, that the pariih church of St. Mary in this town, was, by feme* 
perfons in his time, fuppofed to have been once a nunnery. Here was an hofpital 
for twelve poor perfons, dedicated to St. Thomas, and founded by Thomas Raling 
clerk, William Swan clerk, John Goddard, and Richard Long. 

Bradfole, or Radegund's Abbey, near Dover, of the Premonftratenfian order, 
was founded in the year 1 1 9 1 , by king Richard the Firft, or Jeffrey, earl of 
Perch, and Maud, his wife-, it was dedicated to St. Mary and St. Radegund, and 
its revenues upon the diffolution were valued at 981. 9 s. 2 d. per annum. 

At Weft Langdon, not far from Canterbury, William de Auberville, in the 
year 1 192 , built an abbey for White canons, dedicated to the Virgin Mary and 
St. Thomas the Martyr, where, about the time of the fuppreftion, there were 

- eight religious,- endowed with 471. 6 s.. lod. per annum. 

At Stroud, near Rochefter, Gilbert Glanville, bifhop of that fee, in the year" 
1194,. built an hofpital, called the New Work, and dedicated to the Virgin 
Mary, for the reception of poor travellers, and the relief of other indigent per-
fonsf Here was a mailer and warden, and feveral priefts, endowed with 
521. 9s. rod. per annum, at the fuppreffion, when it. was given; to the dean and 
chapter of Rochefter. 

The manor of Patrickiborn, upon the Stour, about a mile and a half fouth-
eaft of Canterbury, was given, about the year 1200, by John de Pratellis, to a 
priory he had juft erefted at Beaulieu, in Normandy, and he placed here feme 
Auftin canons as a cell to that foreign monaftery, who had leave to alienate it 
to the priory of Martin, in Surry, to which it was appropriated in the year 
1258. 

Jeiferey Fitz Piers, earl of Effex, gave the whole of an. eftate belonging to 
him at Sutton at Hone, fouth of Dartford, to William de Wrotham, archdeacon 
of Taunton, in the time of king Richard the Firft, or in that of king John,", 
that he might found an hofpital in honour of the Trinity, St. Mary, and AIL 
Saints, for three chaplains and thirteen poor brethren. 

About the fame time, or a little before, Robert Bafinge gave the manor here 
to the Knights Hofpitalers of St. John of Jerufalem, who had a commandary at 
this place, the. houfe being yet called SL John's, 
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Archbifhop Hubert, in the year 1 1 9 5 , gave the manor of Darent, upon the 
river Darwent, fouth of-Dartford, to the prior and convent of Rochefter, in ea* 
change for Lambeth in Surry, near London; and in fome few years after, here 

.feem? to have been a priory of Benedictine monks, fubordinate to Mtechefter, 

The parifli church of All Saints at Ulcomb, two miles and a half fouth-weft of 
"Lenham, was made collegiate, for an archiprefbyter and two canons, with one 
. deacon and one clerk, by Stephen Langton, archbiihop of Canterbury, about the 
year 1220, at the requeft of Ralph de S. Leodegario, patron. It was in being 
in 1293, but feems to have dropped afterwards, and the church became as it is 
now, a fingle undivided rectory. 

At Muttendeix, fouth of Lenham, was a priory of Trinitarian friars, founded 
by Sir Robert de Rokeily, knight, about the year 1224, and dedicated to the 
Trinity. Upon the fuppreifion it was endowed with a revenue of 601. 13 s. ac-

cording to Speed, or 30L 13 s. according to Bugdale, 

A grant was made in the ninth year of Henry the Third, to the mailer of the 
fioipital of the Holy Crofs at Swineitre, to have a fair at the chapel of Swineftre, 
on the eve and day of Holy Crofs. 

At Otford, about three miles north of Sevenoke, there is mention of a chapel 
in the rolls of the thirteenth of king Henry the Third. 

At Ofpring, near Feverfham, there was an hofpital, dedicated to the Virgin 
Mary, and founded by king Henry the Third, about the year 1235. It con-
fided of a mailer and three regular brethren, of the order of the Holy Crofs, and 
.two fecular clerks ; but falling into decay, about the end of the reign of king 
Edward the Fourth, it was, by the procurement of bifhop Fiiher, granted by 
king Henry the Eighth, in the feventh year of his -reign, to St. John's College 
¿n Cambridge. 

At Throwley, about four miles fouth of Feverfham, there was an alien priory 
4<0f monks, cell to the abbey of St. Bertin, at St. Omer's in Artois, which was 
'given in exchange, the twenty-fecond of Henry the Sixth, to the abbey of Skm 
in Micldlefex. 

At Aylesford, Richard lord-Grey of Codnor, about the year 1240, founded 
;.an houle of Carmelite or White friers. 

At Lofenham, in Newenden, the Friars Carmelites had a houfe or priory, 
•founded by Sir Thomas Alcher, or Fitz Aucher, knight, about the year 124 1 , 
¿mm dedicated to the Virgin ..Mary. 

At Bilfington, north ofRumney, was a p r i o r y of Black canons, founded by 
ffohn Manfell, provoft of Beverley, in the year 1253, dedicated to the Virgin 
'Mary, and valued upon the fuppreifion at 811 . i s . 6d. per annum. 
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At Maidfton there was an hofpital, called the New Worke, built about tlie 

year 1260, by Boniface, archbifliop of Canterbury, and dedicated to St. Peter 
and St. Paul, which, with fome other churches, appropriated to the fame, was 
united in the nineteenth of Richard the Second, to the college of St. Mary and-
All Saints, founded in the pariih church here about that time, by William Court-
ney, archbifliop of Canterbury. It coniifted of a mailer and feveral priefts, who 
were endowed at the fuppreffion with 21.2I. 5s . 3d . per*annum, in the wholes• 
and 139 L 7 s. 6d. clear. 

Here was a convent of Grey friars,, founded by king Edward; the Third, 

AtWingham, about half way between Canterbury and Sandwich, a college o i 
a provoft and fix fecular canons was fettled, and endowed by John P e c k h a i x i g , 

archbiihop of Canterbury, in the year 1286, the revenues of which were valued' 
upon the fuppref&on at 651. is . 8d. per annum. 

Where the pariih church of Hith now (lands, Leland informs us there anciently 
was an abbey.. 

An hofpital for the habitation and relief of thirteen poor perfons, was beguiu 
here by Haimo, bifnop of Rocheiler, about the year 1336, and dedicated to St, 
Bartholomew, the revenues of which,,in the year 1562, were valued at 81. per 
annum.. 

At Badlefmere,. fouth of Feveriham, Bartholomew, /lord of Badlefmere, ob-
tained a licence the thirteenth of Edward the Second, to found a houfe of regular 
-canons,, but whether it ever was perfected is uncertain. 

King Edward the Third, about the year 1355, founded and endowed a fine 
nunnery at Dartford, dedicated to St. Mary and St. Margaret. The priorefs and 
nuns were firiltof. the order of St. Auguitine, then of St. Dominic, afterwards St., 
Auguftine again, and at the difielution, that of St. Dominic a fecond time, but; 
under the government of Black friars ; and thofe of Langley in Hertfordihire 
feern to have had. that.care. It was endowed at the fuppreiTion with 380I. 9 s» 
per. annum... 

In the iliirty-firft year of king Henry the Sixth, licence was granted to John-, 
Bamburgh,, William Rothele, .Roger Jones, and Thomas Booft, or the furvivor 
of themf to found here .an hofpital for five poor perfons, dedicated to the Trinity y. 
the vicar and church wardens, for the time being, to be mailers. 

John lord- Cobham, in the year 1362, made the pariih church of St. Mary/ 
Magdalen, at Cobham, weft of Rocheiler, collegiate, eftabliihing at firft only, five/ 
chaplains, one of which was matter, but it coniifted afterwards of eleven priefts, „ 
who were endowed:.with revenues at the diffoiution amounting to 142.I... i<s, 2d» 

fir annum., ' s t 

a 



r e n t . 

At Greenwich there was a priory of Friars Aliens Minorites, according to 
fome, but Dominicans according to others, belonging to Gaunt, but after-
wards given to Shene in Surry. It is faid that king Edward the Third, and 
Sir John Norbury, founded a houfe of Grey friars here, about the year 1376, 
and the Obfervants that came and fixed in the chapel of the Holy Crofs here, in 
the time of Edward the Fourth, and were a branch-of the fame order, had an 
apartment built for them near the palace of king Henry the Seventh. 

In the pariili church of Bredgar, fouth of Milton, Mr. Robert, rector of 
Bredgar, Mr. John Burbache, clerk, Thomas Jakyn, clerk, John Weft and 
John Trowbredge, clerk, John atte Vyfe, John Lamb, and Roger Webb, in 
•the time of king Richard the Second, founded a frnall college of one fecular 
prieft, a maiter, and two fcholars or fellows, being clerks, dedicated to the Tri-
nity. 

At Weft Peckham, or Little Peckham, three miles fouth-weft from Weft 
Mailing, there was a preceptory belonging to the knights of St. John of Jeru-
falem, valued upon the diffolution at 631. 6 s. 8d. -per annum. This houfe, ac-
cording to Philipot, was founded by John Colepepper, for the Templars, before 
their diifolution, in the firft year of Edward the Second, after which diffolution 
it came, with the reft of their lands, to the Hofpitalers. On the other hand, 
Speed and Weaver fay, that this John Colepepper, the founder, was one of the 
juftices of the common pleas, in the time of king Henry the Fourth. 

At Sevenoke, befides the hofpital ftill in being, and already mentioned, there 
was a more ancient one, dedicated to St. John the Baptift, in the gift of the 
archbiihop of Canterbury. 

At Wye, the place of his nativity, Johri Kemp, then archbifhop of York, af-
terwards of Canterbury, and a cardinal, began, in 1 4 3 1 , a college for a mafter 
or provoft, and feveral fecular canons, and finiihed it in 1447. It was dedicated 
to St. Gregory and St. Martin, and its revenues at the fuppreifion were worth 
93 1. 2 s. per annum. 

At Afhford a college was intended to have been founded in the parifh church 
of St. Martin, by Sir John Fogg, comptroller to king Edward the Fourth, but 
that king dying in the mean time, put a ftop to this defign, and yet there is 
mention of Dr. Sutton, mafter of the college here, as patron of Dunton in Elfex, 
in the year 1496, 

M E M -



K E N ' T. 

M E M B E R S of P A R L I A M E N T for this C O U N T Y . 

This county fends eighteen members to parliament two knights of the ihire 
for the county, tv/o members for each of the cities of Canterbury and Rochefter, 
two for each of the boroughs of Maidfton and Quinborough, and. two for each, 
of the four cinque ports, Dover, Sandwich, Hith, and Rumney. 

V O L . I; E b H L- A-
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ie time of king Richard the Second, founded a fmall college or one iccuiar 
rieft, a mailer, and two fcholars or fellows, being clerks, dedicated to the Tri-
ity. 

At Weil Peckham, or Little Peckham, three miles fouth-weft from Weft 
falling, there was a preceptory belonging to the knights of St. John of Jeru-
alem, valued upon the diffolution at 631. 6 s. 8d. per annum. This houfe, ac-
ording to Philipot, was founded by John Colepepper, for the Templars, before 
heir diffolution, in the firft year of Edward the Second, after which diffolution 
t came, with the reft of their lands, to the Hofpitalers. On the other hand, 
>peed and Weaver fay, that this John Colepepper, the founder, was one of the 
uftices of the common pleas, in the time of king Henry the Fourth. 

At Sevenoke, befides the hofpital ftill in being, and already mentioned, then 
vas a more ancient one, dedicated to St. John the Baptift, in the gift of thi 
archbifnop of Canterbury. 

At Wye, the place of his nativity, John Kemp, then archbifhop of York, af-
terwards of Canterbury, and a cardinal, began, in 1 4 3 1 , a college for a mallei 
or provoft, and feveral fecular canons, and finiihed it in 1447. It was dedicatee 
to St. Gregory and St. Martin, and its revenues at the fuppreffion were wortl 
931. 2 s. per annum. 

At Afhford a college was intended to have been founded in the parifh churc 
of St. Martin, by Sir John Fogg, comptroller to king Edward the Fourth, bi 
that king dying in the mean time, put a ftop to this defign, and yet there 
mention of Dr. Sutton, mailer of the college here, as patron of Dunton in Effe: 
in the year 1496. 
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N A M E , 

A N C A S H I R E is an abridgement of the ancient Saxon name Loncaf-
tejvpcyjae, which was immediately derived from Lancafier, the name of the 

county town. r- ' '! 

B O U N D A R I G U R E» E X T E N T , and S I T U A T I O N . 

This county is bounded by parts of Cumberland and Wefbnoreland on the 
north, by Che.ihire on the ibuth, by Yorkfhire on the eaft, and by the Iriih fea 
on the welt: towards the north it is divided by an arm of the fea, which renders 
that part of Lancafoire adjoining to Cumberland a periinfula. The figure of the 
county is mn,h , ke that of England f i t meafures 32 miles in breadth, from eaft 
to, weft, 57 in length, i rom north to fouth, and 170 miles in circumference, and 
Prefton, a very coniiderabk "borough, nearly in the middle of the county, is 2 1 1 
miles north-weft of London 

II O /£ V 71 T C -A S T X, JE 
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A N C A S H I R E„ 

. R I V E R S . 

The chief rivers in this county are the Merfee, .the Ribble, the Wire, and 
tlhe Lon. The Merfee, rifmg in the mountains of Derbyiliire, runs fouth-weil, 
dividing that county from Lancaihire, and being joined by a confiderable ftream, 

„called the Gout, which parts Derbyiliire and Chefmre, continues its courfe along 
the borders of Lancailiire and Chefhire, and receiving the Taurrie, the Irwell, 
the Bollen, and feveral other fmall rivers, paifes to Warrington, a market town of 
Lancaihire, whence, running weitward, it falls into the Iriih fea at Leverpool, 

the moil confiderable town in thefe parts. 

In the year 1759, an ait of parliament paffed, impowering Francis duke of 
Bridge water, to make a cut or canal from Salford, on the river Irwell, near 
Manehefter, a very confiderable market town of this county,. to a place called 
Hoiiin Ferry, not far from Warrington, navigable for boats and barges, from 
which he may exa£t certain tolls. In the year 1760, another a£t of parliament 
palled, enabling the fame duke to extend the navigation by a like canal from 
Salford, over the river Irwell, to the town of Manchefter, and from thence to 
•Longfordbridge. This canal being completed, in the year 1762 the duke of 
Bridgewater obtained a third a<5t of parliament to impower him to extend the na-
vigation from Longfordbridge, over the river Merfee, into Cheffiire, through the 
towns of Altrincham and Dunham-Maifey, and from thence weitward through 
Lyme and Thelweil, all in the county of Cheiter, to a place called the Hemp-
llones, below Warrington, where the canal falls into the river Merfee. By this 
navigation the conveyance of coals, ftone, timber, and other goods, to and from 
the trading towns of Manchefter and Leverpool, in the county of Lancailer, and 
the country lying near and contiguous to it, will be very much facilitated. 

The Ribble rifes in Yofkfhire, and running fouth-weil, enters this county at 
Clithero, a market town. In its courfe this river is augmented by the Great 
Calder, the Hodder, the Darwen, and the Savock, and dividing Lancaihire nearly 
Into two equal parts, falls into the Irifn fea not far from Prefton. In its mouth 
or feftuary, it receives a large river, formed by the conflux of the itreams Taud, 
•Dowgles, and Charnock. 

The Wire is formed by the Little Calder, the Broke, and other fmall itreams, 
and running weitward, falls into the Iriih fea about twelve miles north of the 
xnouth of the Ribble. 

The Lon rifes near Kirkby-Lonfdale, a market town of Weitmoreland, and 
tunning fouth-weil, is augmented by feveral itreams, and paifes by the town of 
Lancailer, near which it falls into the Iriih fea at a wide channel, which alfo re-
ceives the rivers Coker and Condor. 

A I XL 

The air of this county in general is more ferene than that of any other ma-
ritime county in England, fo that the inhabitants are ftrong and healthy, except 
»ear the fens and fea ihore, where lulphureous and faline effluvia, which on the 

ap-



L A N C A S H I R E , 
approach of ftorms are extreamly fetid, produce f e v e r s , fcurvies, con^ptions 
rheumatilms, and dropiies. There are alio certain trads in the more inkndparts 
" c o u n t y , which the inhabitants call moifes, that are moift and unwholfome> 

S O I L and N A T U R A L P R O D U C T I O N S . 

The foil of this county on the weft fide generally yields great plenty of wheat 
and barley, and though the hilly tracts on the eaft fide are for the molt part 
ftoney and barren, yet the bottoms of thofe hills produce excellent oats. In iome 
places the land bears very good hemp, and the pafture is fo rich, that both 
oxen and cows are of a larger fize here, than in any other county in Eng-
land ; their horns alfo are wider and bigger. In this county are mines ot lead, 
iron, and copper, and of antimony, black lead and lapis calammans ; alfo quar-
ries of ftone for building. Here is likewife great plenty or coal, and a particu-
lar kind'calkd cannel or candle coal, which:ischiefly found:m the — 
near Wigan, a large market town of this county. This coal will not only make 
a much clearer fire than pit coal, but will bear a good pohih, and when poliihed 
looks like black marble ; fo that candlefticks, cups, ftandiihes, ^ ^ ^ 
other toys, are made of it. In fome of the coal pits are found alum, bnmftone, 
and green vitriol 

The moifes or moraifes of this county are generally diftinguiihed into three 
kinds, th^ white, the grey, and the black, all which, being 
corn. T h e y a l f o y i e l d t u r f f for fuel, and marie to manure the ground 5 trees are 
W t i m e s found lying buried in thefe moifes, and the people make ufe or poles 
a n S s to d f c o v e r where they He. Thefe trees, when dug up, ferve alfo for 
fili anithey bum like a torch, which fome fuppofe to be owing to the bitu-
minous ftratum in which they lie ; but others- to the turpentine which they con-
tain, being generally of the fir kind. 

This county has great plenty and variety of fiih: upon the fea coaitsare found 
codfifh flounders, p l a i f e , a n d turbots •, the fea dog, mcle fiih, and iheath fifh, 
coaiim, nounat.s, p > Leverpool; fturgeon is caught near Warrington, 
are taken upon the fends n e s m a U e t s , foles, fandeels, oifters, 
and along the whole coalt are rotma D . England, the echmi, 
lobilers, ihnmps P ^ ^ ^ ^ f c ^ f ^ i h , and fuch abundance 
A t l ^ S ^ « the fea coaftf, manure their ground wnh 

them. 
A1 n- nil the rivers of the county abound with fiih 5 the Merfee in particular 
Almoftall w i t h flounders and plaife ; the Lon with 

with fparlings and fine Its, the * f , l a 5 W fort of mufcle, called 
the belt of falmon' a n d

r e l ^ J Z ^ ^ v t o hooks, m which 
Hambleton ^ ^ found. The Irk, a fmall river that falls 
pearls of a confiderable iize are very oiie e a t t h e m . 
into the Merfee, is remarkable fo p P ^ w h i c h 
the fatnefs ofthele eels is imputed to the]li tecding, upon.me: c l o t h s 
is preifed by a number of water milk upon this ftream, out ot die 
that are milled in them. 5, There 
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There are alfo feveral lakes in this county, which abound with fiili, part ies 

larly Keningfton Meer, about five miles from Winandar Meer, in Weilmore-
land, which has very fine charrs and other fiih. 

M A N U F A C T U R E S . . 

The principal manufa&ures of this county are woollen cloth, cottons and 
tickens. 

; • • - . : " f ^ m i ^ r t r ^ ••>, • / f 
C I Y I L and E C C L E S I A S T I C A L D I V I S I O N S . 

This county is divided into fix hundreds: it has no city, but contains 27 
market towns. It lies, in the province of York and diocefe of Chefter, and con» 
tains 60 pariihes, as appears by an ecclefiaftical furvey made in the beginning 
of the reign of king James the Firfl. The pariihes are much larger than thole 
of any other county in England, and very populous, and there are for that reafon 
many chapels in this county, feveral of which are as large as pariih churches. 

King Edward the. Third' made this a county palatine, in favour of his fon, 
John of Gaunt, and it has a court which fits in the Dutchy Chamber at Weil-
miniler, for the revenues of the dutchy of Lancailer; and a chancery court at 
Preilon : the feal of the county palatine is different from that of the dutchy, for 
there are lands in the dutchy that are not in the county. From the time that 
Lancaihire was made a county palatine, Lancailer gave the title of duke to a branch 
of the royal family, till the union of the houfes of York and Lancailer, in the 
marriage of king Henry the Seventh, of the Lancailer line, with Elizabeth«, 
heirefs of the houfe of York.. 

M A R K E T T O W N S.\ 

The market towns are Blackburn, Bolton, Burnley, Bury, Cartmel, Charley«,, 
Clithero, Coinè, Dalton, Eccleilon, Garilang, Hailingden, Hawkefhead, Horn-
by, Kirkham, Lancailer,. Leverpool, Mancheiler, Newton, Ormikirk, Poulton^ 
Prefcot, Preilon, Rochdale, Ulverilon, Warrington, and Wigan., 

B L A C K B U R N , or B L A C K B O U R . N , was f o called from its fituation upon the 
hank of. the Bourn., o r river D a r w e n , . which is remarkable for the blacknefs of 
its waters. It Hands at the diilance of 154 miles from London, and has nothing 
in. particular to diilinguiili it. 

B O L T O N is 2 3 7 miles diilantfmm London, and is remarkable for its mineral 
water, and for. being the flap le of divers forts of cotton cloths, called fuilians,. 
efpecially the Augiburg and Milan fuitians, which are brought to its market and 
fairs from all parts of the country». 

B U R N L E Y , , focalled^Trom Bourn, river, and lay, a- field, is a fmall in confi der-
able town, fituated however in a very healthy air, upon the bourn or river called 
Great Calder, at. the diftance. of 153 miles from London«,, 

BtTR-Y 



l a n c a s h i r e , 
B U R Y ftands upon the river Irwell, at the diftance of 183 miles from London; 

and carries on a confiderable trade in the fuftian manufa&ure, and the coarfe 
goods called halfthicks and kerfeys. 

C A R T M E L lies among fome hills called Cartmel Fells, at the diftance of 192 
miles from London. It has a church, which is built in form of a cathedral, a 
harbour for boats, and a good market for corn, iheep, and fifli. 

This town lying between two bays of the fea, one formed by the aeftuary of 
the river Ken, from Weftmoreland, and the other by the conflux of feveral fmall 
rivers from Weftmoreland and Cumberland, into the Iriih fea, there are near it 
three lands, one called Ken Sand, denominated from the r i v e r Ken, another 
called Dudden Sand, from a river of the fame name, and the third, on the like 
account, called Leven Sand. Thefe fands are very dangerous to travellers, who 
pafs them frequently, as the ihorteft way to feveral places they may be bound 
to, both by reafon of the uncertainty of the tides, which are quicker or flower 
according as the winds blow more or lefs from the fea, and by reafon of many 
quick-lands, chiefly occafioned by much rainy weather; upon this account there 
is a guide on horfeback, appointed to each fand, for the dire&ion of fuch per-
fons as ihall have occafion to pafs over, and each of thefe three guides has a 
falary paid him by the government. 

C H A R L E Y is a little obfcure town, at the diftance of 154 miles from Lon-
don. 

C L I T H E R O is fituated on the river Ribble, not far from its fource, at the bot-
tom of a very high hill, called Pendle Hill, and at the diftance of 207 miles 
from London. It is an ancient borough by prefcription, but has feveral charters 
from king Henry the Second, and other kings, and is governed by two bailiffs. 
On an adjacent moor are frequent horfe races. 

C O L N E ftands alfo not far from Pendle Hill, but on the oppofite fide to Cli-
thero, at the diftance of 199 miles from London. 

D A L T O N is 200 miles diftant from London. 

E C C L E S T O N is fituated on the Charnock, at the diftance of 1 9 2 miles from 
London. • 

G A R S T A N G is fituated in the poft road between Prefton and Lancafter, at the 
diftance of 222 miles from London. 

H A S L I N G DEN is fituated at the bottom- of fome mountains, on the eaft fide of 
this county, at the diftance of 178 miles from London ; and all thefe towns are 
fo obfcure, that no defcnption of them is extant. 

. H A W K E S H E A D is fituated o n the weft fide of Winander Meer, IN a woody pro-
montory, call d Fournefs, in the northermoft part of the c o u n t y , at the dirt-
ance of 256 miles from London. Dr. Gibfon is of opinion that Fournefs fhould 
be written Furnefs, or Fo urn age, and that -the name is derived from the many 

furnaces 



L A N C A S H I R E , 

furnaces which were anciently in this place, as the rents and fervices at this day 
paid for them, under the name of Bloom- Smithy rents, M l teftify. Here is a 
good m a r k e t for provifions, and woollen commodities, and a free grammar fchool, 
e n d o w e d by Edwin Sands, an archbiiliop o f Canterbury, who was born near i t . 

A t the fouth extremity of the promontory of Fournefs, lies a long iiland, like 
a rampart before it, called the Iile of Wakey, formed by a fmall arm of the 
fea. This iiland was formerly defended by a caitle, called Peele, or Pile Caitle, 
and fometimes the Pile of Fouldrey. The ihell of this caitle is itill Handing upon 
a. rock near the fouth end of the Iile of Wakey-

. H O R N B Y is fituated on the river Lon, at the extremity of the county, next to 
"Weftmoreland, at the diftance of about 230 miles from London, but contains 
nothing worthy of notice, but the remains of an ancient caitle, beautifully fitu-
ated on a hill, round the bottom of which runs a river, called the Winning. 

K I R K H A M itands on the north fide of the asftuary of the Ribble, at the dift-
ance of 191 miles from London. It has a free grammar fchool, well endowed, 
by Mr.. Colborn, a citizen of London, in 1674, with three mafters, one of whom 
rnuit be in holy orders, and preach a ledure once a-month in the mother church,, 
or in fome chapel in the pariih. 

L A N C A S T E R , L O N O A S T E R , or L O N G C A S T E R , . derived its name from the river 
L o n , or Lun, upon the fouth, bank, of which it itands, at the. diftance. of 232. 
miles from London. 

It. is governed by a. mayor, a recorder, feven aldermen, , two bailiffs, twelve 
c a p i t a l burgeffes,, twelve common burgeffes, a town clerk, and two ferjeants at 
mace.. King John confirmed to the burgeiTes, all the liberties he. had. granted to? 
thofe of the city of Briftol •» and king Edward the Third granted to the mayor 
and bailiffs, that pleas and feiTions iiiould be. held here, , and no, where elfe in 
the county. 

On a hill clofe to the town, there is a.fine ftrong caitle,, but not .ancient, -where': 
the county aifizes are held, and where alfo is the. county gaol. On the top of 
this caitle there, is a fquare tower,. called John of Gaunfs Chair, whence there is 
a beautiful and extenfive proipect of the adjacent country,. and the fea. Here- is., 
but one church, which is a. handfome ftructure, and itands on the very top of 
the Caftle-hill. Here alfo is a cufcom-houfe, and a ..fine.ftone. bridge of five arches , 
.over-'-the.' river Lon, but-the-port is ib choaked with fand, that it will-- not admit*, 
jhips of any confiderable burden-, however it is a populous thriving corpora^ 
tion, and carries on a. confiderable trade to America, in-hardware and., woollen.-: 
manufactures, in veifels of about feventy. tons... 

L I V E R P O O L , L I T H E R P O O L , or L I R P O O L , was by the.Saxons ea!led,;Llrejipoler-
as is fuppofed, from the waters of the Merfee fpreading themfelves here like a 
fool or fen. It is diftant from London 183 miles, was incorporated by- king 
John, and had its privileges confirmed by feveral fucceeding kings : it is go-
v e r n e d by a mayor, recorder, aldermen without limitation, two bailiffs, and 
forty common-council men, of whom the mayor is one 3 the burgeifes are above 

fifteen 
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L A N C 'A S H i & ^ 
fifteen hundred. The freemen of this town are alfo free of Briftol in England, 
and Waterford and Wexford in Ireland, 

I evernool is a large, populous, and neat t o w n i t has three handfome panto 
churched and L e r l l meeting-houfesone of the three churches, which ha 
been lately built, is one of the fineft in England The new o ^ 
town, which are daily increafing, are of brick and very h a n d f o m e like the new 
buildings at London, but not fo high : the ftreets are fpacious, and there , 
fine town-houfe, Handing upon twelve Hone pillars ind u n d e r it was me e * 
change ; but on the 14th of September 1749, the firft Hone was laid ot znew 
exchange, and an alfembly-room. Here is a free fchool, which g bcatg 
ful ftrudure, and was formerly a chapel: and there are feveral alns-ho^es tor iail 

-ors widows, and old people a work-houfe for employing the poor ^ d a c f c m t y 
fchool, where fifty boys and twelve girls are taught, t e d , c l o a t h e d , and lodged, Dy 
contributions. 

This is not a very ancieht town; but it is the moft ^ f ^ j L ^ t 
parts a d " f a rivafeven to Briftol, the fecondport in E n g l a n d : ^ m r i r e 
U fifty years its cuftoms are increa ed ten old and l t 3 hou. three ,:,mes 
as many a« they then were. Moft ot the inhabitants ar E a f t _ I n d i e S . 
«rade to all foreign parts, except Turky, .Greenland, and the t a n ma es 
It feares the t rade* 5 of Ireland and Wales with Briftol As 
ly to the fouth and weft parts of I r e l a n d this town has all the ^ f ^ ealt and 
¿ r t h ihores. As Briftol has the trade of fouth 
that of north Wales: as Briftol has the fouth-weft counties tf E M ^ n d j J U ^ 
has all the north counties, befides its trade to Chefture and StafloreUh"«. oy 
navigation of the Merfee, the Weaver and the Dan*. The merchaus ot Leve 
S o f a r e alfo concerned with thofe of Londonderry in the fiftieson^ he north coatt 
of Ireland-, and Leverpool is the moft convenient and moft frequented paliage to 
that kingdom from London. 

The river Merfee, at full fea, is "here above Wo miles o v e r , ^ is croifed by a 
ferry • bTwhen the' boat comes to the fide of the town, the paflengers: ar brough 
-onshore on the ihoulders of men, who wait knee-deep m tne mud to mat purp,e. 
Ships of any burden may come up with their full loading and r• ^ 
town, which is quite open and unfortified-, out t h e l a b o u r is ^ 
fouth fide by a caftle founded by king John, and on the weft by a ltronD towe: 

There is a wet dock, with iron flood-gates at the: eafl: end of 
by ait of parliament in the reign or q u e e n A n n e A a ^ l h o ^ 

dr7ed fail or Ihips. But the entrance of this-dock f r ^ ^ o f p a r l i a m e n t wa, 

is not only a c o m m o d i o u s but an elegant ftrudtuxe. 
d If 

The Merfee is navigable for fnips of burthen as high M ^ 
tup the river Weaver, which is called the South Channel , b u t t l e 

'» T i e Weaver and the Dan are rivers of Ckihire . Vol , I, C C C 
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way, except rock fait and Chefhire cheefe, of which great quantities are ihipped oB 
for the weft and fouth parts of England. 

This town is fupplied from fprings about four miles off, with frefh water, which 
is brought by pipes, purfuant to an adt of parliament palled in the reign of queen-
Anne. 

, In the neighbourhood. ofLeverpool are frequent: horfe-races, on a five mile 
eourfe, the fine.il for the length in England". 

M A N C H E S T E R is the ancient Mancunium, or Manutium, by both which names it 
is mentioned in different copies of Antoninus's Itinerary. Some have fuppofed this 
name to have been originally derived from main, which in the ancient Britifh lan-
guage fignifies a rock orftoiie, and might have been applied to this town, from its 
fituation on a ftony hill, and near a famous quarry called Colyhurfl. It ftands near 
the conflux of the rivers Irk and Irwell, about three miles from the Merfee, and 
165 miles from London. It is the greateil village, or mere market town, in Eng-
land : for though its chief magiilrate is only a conilable or head-borough, yet it is 
more populous than York, Norwich, and indeed moil other cities in England. Its 
inhabitants, including thofe of the fuburbs, are computed at 50,000 ^ and its 
buildings, manufactures, and trade are in proportion. 

Mancheiler has an exchange, a fpacious market-place, and two pariHi churches., 
St. Mary's and,St. Anne's: St. Mary's is a collegiate church, built in 1422, and is-
a very large, beautiful and ilately e d i f i c e , with a choir remarkable for its curious 
carved work ; and a. clock that ihews the age of the moon. St. Anne's church 
was begun, by a contribution of the inhabitants, in the reign of queen Anne, and fi^ 
niftied in 1723. 

The three moft eminent foundations here are, a college, an hofpital, and a free 
fchooh The hiitory of the college will be given under the head of Eccleftajiical An-
tiquities. 

The hofpital was founded by Humphrey Cheetham, Efq. and incorporated by 
king Charles the Second, for the. maintenance of forty boys of this town, and the 
neighbouring parifnes; but the governors have enlarged the number to fixty, to 
be taken in between fix and ten years of age, and maintained, lodged and cloathed, 
till the age of fourteen,, when they are to be bound apprentices at the charge of the 
hofpital. The, founder endowed it with 420 1. a-year, which, 1111695, was im-
proved to 517 1. 8 s. 4 d. He alfo erefted a library in it, and fettled 1161. a-year 
on it for ever, to buy books, and to fupport a librarian. There is a fchool for the 
hofpital boys, where they are taught reading, writing, and other ufeful knowledge. 

The free fchool was founded in the year 1 5 19 , by Dr. Oldham biihop of Exeter, 
whofe endowment, by the purchafe of an eftate of the Lord Delawar, was confider-
ably increafed by Hugh Bexwick and his filler, who having purchafed another 
eftate of the fame Lord Delawar, and the mills upon the river Irk, left them to the 
fame free fchool for ever. Here are three mailers with liberal falaries; and the 
foundation boys have certain exhibitions for their maintenance at the univerfity. 

Beiides-
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Befides thefe public benefa&ions, here are three charity fchools,. two of which 

are for forty boys each. 

Here is a firm old ftone bridge over the Irwell, which is built exceeding high, 
becaufe, as the river comes from the mountainous part of the county, it rifes fome-
times four or five yards in one night. There are for three miles above the town no 
iefs than fixty mills upon this river: and the weavers here have looms that work 
twenty-four laces at a time j an invention for which they are indebted to the 
Dutch. 

The fuftian manufacture, called Manchester cottons, for which this place has 
been famous for more than a century and a half, has been much improved of late 

' by fome inventions of dying and printing, which, with the great variety of other 
manufactures, known by the name of Manchefter goods, as ticking, tapes, filleting, 
and linen cloth, enrich the town, and employ men, women and children. 

• N E W T O N is diftant from London 1 8 7 miles, and is an ancient borough, by pre-
scription, governed by a fteward, bailiff, and burgeifes. This town once had a 
market but that is difufed ; and it is now remarkable only for chuling two mem-
bers of parliament, who are returned by the fteward of the lord of the manor, and 
for a charity fchool, founded in 1707, by one Hornby, a yeoman of this place, and 
endowed with 2000 1. where children are taught to read, write, and call accompts, 
and are allowed a dinner every fchool day; and there are ten boys and ten girls 
lodged in a neighbouring hofpital, where they are provided with all forts of necef-
faries till they are fourteen years old. 

O R M S K I R K is fituated at the diftance of 190 miles from London, and is a hand-
fome town, with a good inland trade. 

P O U L T ON {lands very convenient for trade, near the mouth of the river Wire, at 
the diftance of 2 12 miles from London, and is noted for a good pearl fiiliery. 

P R E S C O T is a pretty large, but not a populous town, fituated at the diftance of 
190 miles from London. 

P R E S T O N , or Priefts-town, was fo called from its having been inhabited by a 
great number of religious : it is fituated on a delightful eminence on the bank of 
the Ribble, at the diftance of 2 1 1 miles from London. This town was firft incor-
porated by king Henry the Second, and is governed by a mayor, recorder, eight 
aldermen, four under aldermen, feventeen common council men, and a town clerk. 
It rofe out of the ruins of Ribchefter, now a village, - but anciently a very confider-
able city in this neighbourhood ; and is a handfome town, as large as fome cities and 
being the place of refidence for the officers belonging to the chancery of the coun-
ty palatine, and reckoned one of the prettied retirements in England, it is a very 
gay place. Here is a ftone bridge over the Ribble, and a "charity fchool for twen-
ty-eight boys, and another for as many girls. On the neighbouring common there 
are frequent horfe-races ; and the market of this town is one of the moil confi-
derable north of Trent, for corn, fiih, fowl, and all forts of provisions, 

C c c 2 R O C H D A E B 
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R O C H D A L E derived this name from its fituation in a valley, on a fmall river that 

falls into the Irwell, called the Roch. The valley in which this town ftands, is at 
the bottom of a ridge of hills,, called Blackftone-edge, fo high, that they are fome-
times covered with fnow in the month of Auguft., This is a pretty large and., 
populous town, and is of late, very much improved in the woollen manufacture. 

U L V E R S T O N is fituated on the weft fide of the large bay that runs up through this_ 
^county, at the diftance of 239 miles from London. 

W A R R I N G T O N is diftant from London 1 8 2 miles, and is a pretty large, neat,. 
old built, but populous and rich town, with a fine ftone bridge over the Merfee,, 
and a charity fchool, where twenty-four, poor boys are taught and cloathed, ,out ofv 
an eftate given by Peter Leigh, Efq. Some of the boys are taught grammar till they 
are old enough for apprenticefhip, and then they have a bible, common-prayer book, 
and a fuit of clothes given them. This town is full of good country tradefmen; 
and in its neighbourhood there is a fine linen manufacture, called Huckaback, of 
which, it is faid, 5001. worth, or more, is fold at a weekly market* kept here for 
that purpofe. The market for provifions is ferved with great plenty of all forts of; 
fifn, fleih, corn and cattle, and the malt made here is remarkably good. 

W I G A N , or W I G G I N , is pleafantly fituated near the fource of the Dowgles, at~ 
the diftance of 195 miles from London, in the poft road to Lancafter. 

King Henry the Firft. erected it into a-corporation,5 and by charters of queen , 
Elizabeth and king Charles the. Second, it is governed byr a mayor, recorder», 
twelve aldermen, two bailiffs,, and a fword and mace-bearer, 

It has a ftately church, one:of the beft endowed in the., county;.-, and the redor of 
it is always lord of the manor.. It is a neat well built town, is famous for the ma-
nufa&ure of coverlets, rugs,. blankets, and other forts of bedding, and for its pit. 
€oal and-iron work.j and, is inhabited chiefly by brafiers, pewterers, dyers andi 
weavers.. • . 

€ T J ' R I O S L T , I E S . \ 

indent fa- It is faid, that more;families have continued, at their ancient feats k this county^ 
»ifos, than in any other in England. 

y, r - 1 There, are feverai excellent fprings- of chalybeat waters in this county* the ., 
¿rings moft remarkable of which , is at .Latham, near Ormikirk, called Maudlin's well, 

which has. wrought maay remarkable cures.. It was walled in and covered at the 
expence of Charles late earl of Derby, who had a .family feat here. Though this 
fp/ing is not near the fea, nor any fait rivers,- yet. it ufed to throw up marine ihells 
in great quantities, till millftones were laid upon, it, which now., prevent that in-
convenience This fpring would be, more frequented, if there were better accom-
modations around it. It is faid to be impregnated with vitriol, fulphur, and oker 
mixed with iron, lapis fcifcilis^ and . a marine fait united. wid\ a bitter purging . 
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A t Wrayfiidlm tower, on the fouth fide of Cartmel, was difcovered, not very 

long ago, a medicinal fpring of brackiih water, winch is iince much drank every 
ftimmer by perfons troubled with worms, the ftone, gout, itch, and feveral other 
diftempers. 

At Anclifr, about two miles from Wigan, there is a curious phenomenon, call-A burning 
ed the burning well, the water of which is cold, and has no fmell ; yet fo ftrong a well, 
vapour of fulphur iffues out with it, that upon applying a flame to it, the top of 
the water is covered with a flame, like that of burning lpirits, which lafts feveral 
hours, and emits fo fierce a heat, that meat may be boiled over it: but this water 
being taken out of the. well, will not emit vapour in a quantity fuificient to catch 
fire. 

At Barton, near Ormiklrk, there is a remarkable fpring of fait water, a quart of A fait fpring, 
which will produce eight ounces of fait, though a quart of, fea. water will but 
an ounce and a half. 

In many parts on the coait, near Kirkfiam; the inhabitants gather great heaps of 
fand together, which, after having lain fome time, they put into t roughs, full of 
holes at bottom, pour water on it, and boil the lees into white,fait. 

About Latham is found a bituminous earth, which yields a fcent much like the RemarkaWc 
oil of amber; and. an oil may be extra&ed from it, little inferior to that of amber, e^^ i n £ > u s 

in its moil valuable qualities» . The. country people cut it into pieces, which they 
burn inftead of candles,. 

Many tmcomfaon birds have been obferved on the coafts of this county ; particu- Uncommon 
larly the fea-crow,. diftinguifhed by its blue body, and its black head and wings,birds-
and by its feeding upon mufcles ; the puffin the afper, which is a fpecies of' fea 
eagle.; thefparling fifher; the cormorant; the curlew-hilp ; the razor-bill? a bird 
like a water-wagtail, fond of a.red colour, and called by Dr. Leigh, in his Natural 
Hiftory of this county the copped wren : befides thefe, there are. red-ihanks, and 
perrs, fwans, the tropic-bird, king's fifher, and. heyhough. 

At Kirby, north ofDalton, there happened formerly fuch a violent eruption of ^ violent^ 
water, as carried down whole houfes before it, and fwept away fragments of rocks 
of fuch a ,magnitude, that many teams of oxen could not move them. 

A N X I : Q^ U. L T I E S*, 

This county, in time of the ancient Britons and Romans,, was part or the large 
territory inhabited by the Brigantes, and under the Saxon heptarchy became a por-
tion of the kingdom of Northumberland.. Not long after the Norman c o n q u e f t , it 
obtained the privileges of a county-palatine, and afterwards the h o n o u r of-dukedom 
annexed to the. royal family.... 

0 jto nan «tnifif 
Lancafter is the ancient Longovicummentioned in the Itinerary of A ^ m ^ , ^ © «an arm-

where the Roman lieutenant o£ Britain kept a company in garrifon, called the Lon-
gmcu Several uteafik ufed. in facrifke,.. and. a variety of .Romg,.a coins,. have been 
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dug up here; and near the church, on the fteepeft fide of the hill, hangs a piece 
of an old Roman wall, now called Werywall. The ancient town was not exadly 
upon the fame fpot where Lancafter now Hands; for the old Longovicum, in the 
year 1322, being deftroyed by the Scots, the new town was built nearer the river. 

Manchefter was a Roman fortrefs, called Mancunium; and there are ftill many 
monuments of antiquity to be feen in and about the town. In a neighbourino-
park, at the conflux of the Meldock and Irwell, are the marks of an old fquare 
fort, which the inhabitants thereabout call Mancaftle; and which, for that reafon, 
tome have fuppofed to have been the ancient Mancunium : but the compafs of it 
'being too fmall for a town, it may more reafonably be thought a Roman ftation. 
Mr. Camden faw a ftone here, with the following infcription, 0 C A N D I D I FI-
J ) E S X X . — — IIII. A draught of another ftone was lent him, infcribed thus • 
COHO. I. FRISIN. 3 M A S A V O N I S P . — X X I I I . wfych ftones, he thinks, 
may have been erected to the memory of two centurions, who had given proofs of 
their fidelity to the emperors their mailers. And in the year 16 12 , a ftone was dup-
.up with this infcription : "FQRTVN-ZE C O N S E R V A T R I C I L . S E N E C I A N I V S 
.MARTIVS 8 L E G . VI. VICT, which feems to have been an altar dedicated to 
Fortune, by L . Senecianius Martius, the third governor or commander in the fixth 
legion, which was ftationed at York when Severus was there.-

This town formerly had the privilege of a landuary, which, by an ad of parlia-
ment in the reign of Henry the Eighth, was transferred to Chefter. 

Ribchefter, or Ribblechefter, was a large Roman town, generally fuppofed to 
have been the Coccium, or Goccium of Antoninus, and the Rigodunum or Ribodu-
num of others. But, however that may be, the ruins of it, and the many remains of 
antiquity that have been difcovered in and near it, prove that it was once a place of 
great opulence and fplendbr. There are ftill vifible traces of Roman military ways 
leading to it, one from the north, another from the north-eaft, and a third from 
the mouth of the Ribble, through Prefton. Relicks of military engines and wea-
pons, and variety of coins, ftatues, pillars, pedeftals, funeral monuments, and al-
tars, with infcriptions, have been frequently difcovered h e r e m a n y of which are 
defer]bed in Camden's Britannia, and Dr. Leigh's Natural Hificry of this county. 

A remarkable piece of antiquity in this neighbourhood, and the objed of much 
/peculation, is an ancient fortification, which, becaufe anchors, rings, nails, and 
•other parts of vefieis have been frequently dug up near it, is called Anchor Hill. 
As this hill is a coniiderable diftance from the fea, it is fuppofed that it was a ram-
part of the fortrefs of Coccium ; and the broad and deep foife under it, which leads 
towards the river, ferved as a canal for the boats that were to pafs and repafs the 
river, for the iervice of the garrifon : and as we may reafonably liippofe that there 
were a great number of fuch boats belonging to fo large a fort and city, we may 
conclude that the Anchor Hill was a little dock for building and repairing them. 

In this hill have often been dug up Roman paters or bowls, confuting of a fub-
ftance, faid to be like that of the China bowls, adorned with flowers, and the fi-
gures of wolves, and forne of them marked at the bottom thus, F A B . P R G : 
which, without doubt, implies, that they were made when one of the Fabii was. 

procurator 
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procurator or proconful Near Anchor-hill was alfo difcovered a common fewer, 
and a floor laid with Roman tyles. 

The mouth of the Ribble is fuppofed to be the asftuary called by Ptolemy Bel-
Ufama... 

At Colne and Bury, many Roman coins, both of copper and filver, have been 
dug up; and at Burnley fome that were coined in the time of the confuls. 

Overburrow, on the Lon, north-eaft of Lancafter, according to the tradition of 
its inhabitants, was formerly a very great city, and is thought to have been the 
Bremetonacum of the Romans ; its antiquity is evident from the old monuments-, 
inscriptions, checquered pavements, and Roman coins, that have been found in-
this place. 

Upon the promontory of Fournefs are to be feen the ruins of Fournefs abbey, Remains of ' 
built by king Stephen, in a place formerly called Bekangefgili an abbey* 

Not many years ago, in draining Merton lake, which was feveral miles in cir- eritiih and; 

cumference, and fituated on the fouth fide of the mouth of the Ribble, there were Saxon anti-
found funk at the bottom of it, eight canoes, fomewhat like thole made ufe of by quities.-
the Indians in America, in which, it is fuppofed, the ancient Britons ufed to iiih 
upon this lake. 

"Winwick, not far north of Warrington, is thought to have been the Cair-guntin 
of the ancient Britons, and appears to have been the favourite manfion of Ofwald, 
king of Northumberland, by the following lines in old barbarous characters, in. the 
church of this place : 

Hie locus, - Ofwalde, quondam placuii tibi valde, 
Northanhumhrorum fueras Rex, nuncque Polorum 
Regna tenes, loco pajjus Marcelde vocato. * 

At Little-Croiby, near Leverpool, in i6n, feveral Saxon coins were dug up , 

E C C L E S I A S T I C A L A N T I Q U I T I E S. 

Warine Buffell having given the church and tithes of Penwortham near Prefton,. 
with feveral other eftates in this county, to the abbey of Evefham, a very confider-
able market town of Worcefteriliire, in the time of William the Conqueror, a pri-
ory was ereded foon after, in which were placed feveral Benediftine monks from 
Evefham. This priory was dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and rated upon the f j p -
preffiori at 29 1. 18 s. 7 d. per annum, as Dugdale fays in one place j and 99 1. 5 3.,. 
3 d. as he fays in another. 

Earl Roger of Poictiers, in the year 1094, gave the church of St; Mary at Lan« -
cafler, with fome other lands here, to the abbey of St. Martin de-Sagio, or Sees in ' 
Normandy, upon which a prior, and five Benedictine monks from thence, were 
placed at Lancafter, who, with three priefts, two clerks, and fervant% made, up a 

iinalil 
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im all monaftery, fubordinate to that foreign houfe, which was endowed with ttw 
yearly revenues of about 801, After the diifolution of the alien priories, this, with 
the lands belonging to it, was annexed, by king Henry the Fifth, to the abbey of 
Sion in Middleiex. 

Here was an hofpital dedicated to St. Leonard, for a mafter, chaplain, and nine 
poor perions, of which three were to be lepers, founded by king John while he was 
earl of Morton; which was afterwards, by Henry duke of Lancafter, annexed to 
the nunnery of Sfeton- in Cumberland, about the thirtieth of Ed#ard the Third. 

There wäs alfo an houfe of Dominican or Black friars, founded in this town about 
the forty-fourth of king Henry the Third, by Sir Hugh Harrington, knight. 

There was a Francifcan convent near the bridge in this town ; but we are not ac-
quainted with any particulars concerning it. 

In 1 127 , Stephen, then earl of "Morton and Boloigne, afterwards king of 
England, founded an abbey at Fournefs4 in a valley, then called Bekangefgtfh 
It was of the Ciftertian order, and dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and was en-
dowed at the diifolution with 805!. 16s. ßd. per annum. 

At Coniiheved, Gabriel Pennington, in the time of Henry the Second, and 
by the encouragement of William of Lancafter, baron of Kendal, who was a very 
great benefador, built an hofpital and priory of Black canons, dedicated to the 
Virgin Mary, which priory confifted of a prior and feven religious, and forty-
eight fervants, and was valued upon the diifolution at 124L 2s. id . per 
annum. 

A colony of Ciftertian monks fixed for fome time at Wierfdale, a difmal and 
Solitary trad fouth-eaffc of Lancafter; but about the year 1 188, they removed 

-.over into Ireland, and founded the abbey of Wythney in that kingdom. 

At Cartmel, William Maj;efchall the elder, earl of Pembroke, in the year 
-11S8, founded a priory of regular cartons, of the order of St. A u f m , and dedi-
cated it to the Virgin Mary. About the time of the diifolution here were reckoned 
ten religious and thirty-eight fervants, whofe revenues were valued at 1241. 2 s. id, 
per annum. 

At Burfcough, near Ormfkirk, Robert Fitz Henry, lord of Latham, in the 
-time of Richard the Firft, founded a priory of Black canons, dedicated to St, 
.Nicholas, which at the diifolution had a prior and five religious, and forty-eight 
fervants, whofe yearly revenues were valued at 122 h ßs, fd> 

At Cokerfand there was firft an hermitage, and then an hofpital, for feveral 
infirm brethren, under the government of a prior, dedicated to St. Mary, and 

Subordinate to the abbey of Leicefter, the chief town of the county of that name, 
perhaps founded, or at ieaft chiefly endowed by William of Lancafter, in the 
time of Henry the Second: but about the year 1 190, it was changed into ail 

.«obey .of P r c m o n i l r a t e n f i a n canon% to which there feems to have been united 
another 
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another abbey of the fame order, which Theobald, brother to Hubert Walter, 
archbifhop of Canterbury, fome few years after, built, or defigned to build, at 
Pyling. The abbey of Cokerfand confifted about the time of the diffolution of 
twenty-two religious and fifty-feven fervants, and was then found to be worth 
¿28!. 5 s. 4d, per annum. 

At Hornby an hofpital or cell of a prior and three Premonftratenfian canons, 
belonging to the abbey of Croxton, on the borders of Leicefterihire and Lincoln-
ihire, was .founded by one of the anceilors of Sir Thomas Stanley, lord Mont-
eagle, to whom this priory, as a parcel of Croxton Abbey, was granted by king 
Henry the Eighth. It was dedicated to St. Wilfrid,, and endowed at the fup-
preilion, with lands to the value of 261. per annum. 

At Lonridge, north-eaft of Prefton, there was' an hofpital, confifting of a ma-
iler and brethren, dedicated to the Virgin Mary and J e f u s Chrift. 

Henry Lacy, earl of Lincoln, having given the advowfon of the pariili church 
of Whalley, near Prefton, to the White monks of Stanlaw in Cheiliire, they pro» 
cured the fame to be appropriated to them ; upon which, in the year 1296, they re-
moved their abbey hither, and encreafed the number of their religious to fixty. It 
was dedicated to the Virgin Mary \ and at the fuppreilion had revenues to the yearly 
value of 3211 . 9s. i d . 

At Prefton, on the north-weft fide of the town, t h e r e was a college of Grey fri-
ars, founded by Edmund earl of Lancafter, ion to king Henry the Third. 

Here was alfo an ancient hofpital, dedicated to St, Mary Magdalen, the mailer-
ihip of which was in the gift of the king. • . 

At Holland, on the weft fide of Wigan, in the chapel of St. Thomas the mar-
tyr, there was a college or chantry, confifting of a d e a n and twelve fecular prieits,. 
who were changed in the year 1319, by Walter biihop of Litchfield, at the peti-
tion of Robert Holland, then patron, into a prior and Benedictine monks. About 
the time of the fuppreilion here were five religious, and twenty-fix fervants, whole 
•annual revenue was valued at 611. 3 s. 4d. _ . 

At the bridge end, near Warrington, there was a priory of Auguftine friars, 
founded before the year 1379. 

Thomas de la War, clerk, fome time rector of the pariili church of Manchefter, 
obtaining the barony and eiiate of his family, by the death of his brother John 
Lord de la War without ifliie, had leave of the king, in tTie ninth year of Henry 
the Fifth, to make it collegiate ; and to confift of a warden and a certain number of 
priefts. It was dedicated to the Virgin-Mary, and endowed with revenues' to the , 
yearly value of 2001, or, as they were afterwards valued on the fuppreilion, of 226 L 
12 s. 5 d. in the whole, and 213 1, 10 s. 11 d. clear. It was refounded by queen 
Elizabeth, in .the nineteenth year of her reign, for a w a r d e n and four fellows, two 
chaplains, four fmging men, and four chorifters j and dedicated by the name of 

VOL. I. ~ D d d c h n i l s 
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C h r i f t ' s College. It was r e - e f t a b H i h e d by king Charles the Firft, and the ftatutes 
drawn up byarchbiihop Laud. In Oliver Cromwell's time it was fold by the par-
liament with the chapter lands, but reftored by king Charles the Second. The 
king, by an ad of parliament in 1729,. is impowered to be vifitor of this collegiate 
church, whenever the warden of it happens to be biihop of Chefter. 

At Cockerham, a little fouth-weft of Lancafter, there was a priory.. 

M E M B E R S of P A R L I A M E N T for this C O U N T Y . 

This county fends fourteen members to parliament two knights of the ihire for 
the county, and two reprefentatives for each of the following boroughs, Lancafter^ 
Prefton, Newton. Wgan. Clithero, and Liverpool 

L E I C E S T E R « 
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L E I C E S T E R S 

N A M E , 

TH I S county, which in the Saxon Annals is called Lefccejxejij-cyjie, 
took its name from Leicefter, the county town, 

• B O U N D A R I E S , E X T E N T and S I T U A T I O N . 

Leiceilerihire is bounded by parts ofDerbyfnire and Nottinghamfnire on the 
north, by Northamptonihire on the fouth, by parts of Staffordihire and War-
wickihire on the weft, and by Lincolnfhire and Rutlandlhire on the eaft. It 
extends from weft to eaft about thirty miles, from north to foutii about five 
and twenty miles, and is about ninety-fix miles in circumference 5 and A e r n n 
of Leicefter, which is nearly in the center of the county, ftands at the diftance 
of sunety-cight miles- north-north-weft of London, R I V E R S . 

D d d 2 ^ 

JEt 394-
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R I V E R S . 

The principal rivers of this county are the Welland, the Soar, and the Anker, 
The Welland, rifing near Harborough, a market town of this county, runs 
north-eaft, and dividing Leiceiterfhire from Northamptonihire, enters Rutland» 
ihire-, and, continuing its courfe through that county, runs crofs the fouth part 
of Lincolnshire, into a bay of the German Ocean called the WTaih. 

The Soar, or Sou re, was anciently called the Leire: it rifes about halfway 
between Lutterworth and Hinckley, two market towns of this county, and run-
ning north-eaft by Leicefter, receives the Eye, another river of this county ; and 
then directing its courfe north-north-weft, it falls into the Trent, of which men-
tion has been made among the rivers of Derbyihire, a few miles north of Aihby 
de la Zouch, another market town of Leicefterihire. 

The Anker rifes near the fource of the Soar, and running north-weft, and: 
dividing Leiceftcrfhire from Warwickihire, falls into the Avon, a river, of War~-
wickfhire. 

A I R , S O I L , and N A T U R A L P R O D U C T I O N S * 

This being an inland county, without (landing waters, though waihed by fe~~ 
veral ftreams,. the air is fweet and healthy, and the face of the country agree-
able.. 

vThe foil is in general very good, and yields plenty of corn, grafs, and beans y. 
the beans are excellent, even to a proverb. The north-eaft part, bordering upon 
Lincolnfhire, which is more hilly and gravelly, is however not remarkable "for 
its fertility; but the abundance of pit coal in this part of the county, and the 
v a t number of cattle^ particularly iheep, whofe wool is much efteemed, that feedi 
upon the mountains, make ample amends for other deficiencies. The fouth-weft 
part, bordering upon Warwickihire, though it abounds with corn and pafture, 
is but indifferently provided with fuel. Leicefterfnire in general is well provided 
with corn, fiih, fowl,, and cattle,. particularly hories for the. collar, 

M A N Ur F A C T U R E S. 

The principal bufmefs of this county is agriculture: it has, no manufactory 
but of ftockings, and that produces considerable advantage. 

C I V I L and E C C L E S I A S T I C A L D I V I S I O N S . 

Leicefterihire is divided into fix hundreds, and contains twelve market towns. 
It lies in the province of Canterbury and diocefe of Lincoln, and' has 192 
parishes. 

M A R K E T 
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M A R K E T T O W N S . 

The market towns are Aihby de la Zouch, Billefdon, Bofworth, Hallaton, 
Harborough, Hinckley, Leicefter, Loughborough, Lutterworth, Melton Mow-
bray, Mountforel, and Waltharn on the Would. 

A S H B Y DE L A Z O U C H was fo called from the Zouches, its ancient lords, to 
diftinguiih it from another Aihby in this county, called alfo Aihby-Folvile. It 
is diftant 98 miles from London, and ft and s upon the borders of Derbyihire, in 
a pleafant fituation. It has a large handfome church, and a neat ftone crofs in 
its principal itreet. It has alfo a free fchool, the mafter of which has a handfome 
ftipend. The fairs of this town are flocked with young horfes of the largeit and 
belt breed in England ^ and the ale is excellent. 

B I L L E S D O N is a little obfcure town, in which there is nothing worthy of note, 
at the diftance of 72 miles from London», 

B O S W O R T H is pleafantly fituated, at the diftance of 1 0 4 miles from London, 
in. a wholfome air and a fruitful foil,, both for corn and grafs. Here is a free 
ichool, founded by Sir Wolftan Dixey, but nothing elfe worthy of notice. 

H A L L A T O N * is 8 0 miles diftant from L o n d o n , has a charity fchool, and is, 
only remarkable for its poverty in the midft of a rich foil. 

, H A R B O R O U G H , formerly Haverhurg, is 8 4 miles diftant from London, and A: 

great thoroughfare in the road from London to Derby. It has a good free fchool, 
and a handfome chapel of eafe to Great Bowden, its pariih. This place was fa-
mous for its beaft fair in the time of Camden, and here the beit horfes and colts 
are ftill fold. It is obferved of this town, that there are no lands belonging to 
it which crave rife. to. a proverb among the inhabitants j ' That a goofe will eat 
* up all the grafs in Harborough j* and children are threatened with being 
& thrown into Harborough field.3 

H I N C K L E Y ftands on the borders of Warwick (hire, at the diftance of 9 1 miles 
from London., The affixes were formerly held., here,, but now it is a place ox 
very little note. 

T E I C E S T E R is fo called from its ancient name, which at different periods was 
written Lererceajier, Ligor ace after, Lygraceafter, Legraceafter, and Legoraceafter } and 
alfo'Legecejtria, Leogora, and Legeocefter, and fignifies a town, or caftk upon the 
Leir the ancient name of the river now called Soar. Care muft be taken in 
reading the ancient Engfflh hiftorians, to diftinguiih the old name of this town 
from Legeceafter, Legacefter, and Legaceftre,, tne Saxon name or the Brmih, Caer-
legion, and Caer,4eon, or Weft Chefter* 

This town is governed by a mayor, a recorder, a fteward, a bailiff; twenty-
four aldermen, iorty-eight common council men, a town elerK and other «fa-
cers- it had-its charter from king John, and its freemen are toll-free a all the 
markets and fairs in England. Under the Saxon Heptarchy it was the chief city-

y 01 
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the Mercian kino-dom, and was then the fee of the biihop, but the fee_ being 
removed, after a fucceffion of eight prelates, it fell to d e c a y , however, in the 
vear qi , it was repaired and fortified with new walls, after which it became a 
Wealthy town, and had thirty-two pariih churches; but rebelling againft king 
Henry the Second, it was befieged and taken, the caftle difmantled, and the 
walls thrown down. A parliament was held here in the reign of Henry the 
Fifth. In the civil war the army of king Charles the Firft took it by itorm, 
and it was foon after retaken by Sir Thomas Fairfax. 

It is waihed on the weft and north fides by the river Soar, and is ftill theJar» 
« e f t , beft built, and moft p o p u l o u s town in the county. Here are iix panihes, 
S i o u g h but five churches; one of t h e churches is d e d i c a t e d to St Margaret and 
is a noble ftrufture, with a ring of fix of the moft mufical beUs in the king-
dom It is faid, that king Richard the Third, who was killed at the battle of Boi~ 
worth, was interred in it and that his ftone coffin has been converted into a trough 
for horfes to drink at, belonging to the White Horfe Inn m this town. In the 
hio-h ftreet there is a crofs, which is an exquifite piece of workmanihip, in form 
of that ¿n which our Saviour fuffered. An hofpital, that was built in this town 
for one hundred poor fick men and women, by Henry, the firft duke of Lan-
cafter, who was interred in it, continues ftill in a tolerable ftate being fupported 
bv feme revenues of the dutchy of Lancafter, and it is capable of maintaining 
o L h u n d r e d "patients, but the moft ftately edifice of the kind, is an hofpital 
bu'lt in the re tn of king Henry the Eighth, and endowed by Sir William Wigi-
fton a merchant of the ftaple here, for twelve men and as m a n y women ; it has a 
c t ^ l T n T a l r i y ! for t L ufe of the minifters and ftholars * 
is alio another hofpital for fix widows, and a chanty fchool. Not tar Irom the 
fnwn iT a caflle whkh though now difmantled, was a budding of great extent, 
^ ¿ ^ ^ ' J ^ o f Gaunt, duke of Lancafter held his: court ; he 
enlarged it with twenty-fix acres of ground inclofed it with a h I gh wall, and 
called it Novum Opus; it is ftill called Newark, a corruption of new-work, and is 
the fcite of fome 'of the beft houfes in or near Leicefter , thefe houfes are extra-
carochial as beino- under caftle guard, by an old grant from the crown. The 
l l n l .A kirrhen ofthe caftle are ftill intire ; the town and county courts are held 
n̂ V t i l whkh is foTof y and fpacious, that at the affizes, the courts are fo 

as not to difturb each other. One of the gateways 
of thh caft°e ha a very curious arch, and in the tower over it is kept the maga-
o this calt.e nas a vciy neighbouring meadow was a famous mo-
zme for the county : m h m n : h g ^ . ^ ^ 

S f S T ' M ^ r f S e « ^ » a dweljin'g houfeand garden, where is a pleaf-
or the meadow, lua, e r n b a t t i e d wall, with lunetts clofe to the river, and 
S w i S i S T S a^acent nieadow is a' courfe for annual horfe races. 

The inhabitants of this town have greatly improved the manufacture of ftock-
• T ' ^ h X v weave vaft quantities, fo that m fome years Leicefter has 
returned 6 0 ^ 0 0 0 L mThal article only. The market of this town is one of the 
g S in England for provifions, efpecially corn and cattle. 

' T O I T C H B O R O U G H is in the Saxon annals called Lie^anbupje, Lyreanbujih L f 
L T J l iTaiburh; and by later writers Lienbeng and Ltenben, from Teanoyjng, and Liganou^n, » / which 
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wKich names the prefent is probably derived. It is diftant from London 107 
miles, is the fecond town in the county, and in the time of the Saxons was a 
royal village. It is pleafantly fituated upon the river Soar, and is a large well 
built town, but has been very much diminiihed by fires. It has a large church, 
and a free fchool, befides a charity fchool for eighty boys, and another for 
twenty girls. 

L U T T E R W O R T H is 8 4 miles diftant from London. Here is a church, in which • 
is to be ftill feen the pulpit, of the famous reformer, John Wickliff, who was 
rector of the pariih. 

M E L T O N , c a l l e d . M E L T O N - M O W B R A Y , from a noble family of that name, that 
were anciently lords of it, ftands in a fertile foil, at the diftance of 104 miles 
from London, and is almoft encompaffed with the river Eye. It is a large well-
built town, has two fine bridges over the Eye, a large handfome church, and a . 
free fchool. Here are frequent horfe races, , and the moil coniiderable market: „ 
for cattle of any in this part of England., 

M O U N T S O R E L , properly Mount-Soar-hill, had this name from the .river Soar, on. " 
the weft fide of it,. and a hill in the middle of the town. It is diftant from Lon~ « 
don 104 miles 5 it is partly in Burrow pariih, and partly in Rodeley panih, and i 
had formerly two chapels, though it has but one now. It has a bridge over the ; 
Soar, but is not remarkable for any other particular. 

W A L T H A M ON T H E W O U L D is f i t u a t e d near a hilly heathy trad, called Wre-
kin in the Would, at the diftance af 9 1 miles from London. I t is a.mean poor: 
town, but has a charity fchooL 

C U R I o s I T I E 

One of the moil remarkable curiofities of this county is a petrifying fpting, in Petri fying-; 

the neighbourhood of Lutterworth, the water of which is exceeding cold, and/prmg, 
fo ftrongly impregnated with petrifying qualities, that in a -very little time it. 
converts wood and feveral other fubftances into ftone.. 

At Collerton, or Coieoverton, a fmall town north-eaft of Afnby de la Zouch,-M;nerai -
there is a mineral fpring, called Griffy-dam j and fome coal mines, which in the rpring5 and 
reign of king Henry the Eighth burnt for many years together, till t h e i u l p h u - . burning mine, 
reous and bituminous matter which fed the flame, was,exhauftecL. 

' We are told by Mr. Burton, who wrote a natural: hiftory of this county, that Remarkable ? 

upon the manor of Lindley, near Bofworth and Hinckley, no adder, fnake, or a«um-
lizard, was ever feen, .though they are common enough - in the neighbourhood. . 

At Leiceftcr there is a church, d e d i c a t e d t o S t Martin , and upon a »tomb» -
ftone in this church is an epitaph, . i n t i m a t i n g that Mr. John Heynck, who died 
April the 2d, 1589, in the 76th year of his age, lived in one houfe with his wife 
full fiftv-two years, and in all that time buried neither man, woman, or chik, . 
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though they were fometimes twenty in family 5 and that the widow, who died 
in 1 6 1 1 , aged 97, faw, before her death, J 4-3 of her own iftue, including the 
third generation. 

WicklifF the The famous reformer, John Wickliff, was a native of this county: he died in 
reformer. 1387, and was buried at Lutterworth -, but about forty years after, his bones 

were taken out of his grave, and burnt by order of the council of Conftance, 

A N T I Q^ U I T I E S . . 

Ancient inha- This county is part of the diftrid, which in the time of the Romans was''ia-
bitants. habited by the Coritani, and which comprehended the feveral counties of Lei-

cefter, Northampton, Rutland, Lincoln, Nottingham, and Derby. Under the 
Saxon heptarchy, Leicefterihire was part of the kingdom of Mercia, and upon the 
diifolution of the heptarchy, it became a county of itfelf, and has continued fo ever 
fince. 

Roman anti- The Prsetorian high way called Wading Street, may be feen very plainly be-
sides. tween this county and Warwickihire, in its direction from Dover "in Kent, to 

Cardigan, the county town of Cardiganihire in Wales« 

Cleybrook, a village north-weft of Lutterworth, is fuppofed by the inhabi-
tants to have been formerly a part of Cleycefter, at the diftance of one mile from 
that place, which in time of the Romans was a flourishing city. Laro-e foun-
dations, confiding of fquare ftones, have been difcovered here, and Roman bricks 
and coins have been often dug up. It is obferved, that the earth, fo far as the 
city extended, is of a darker colour than that beyond it, and fo rich, that it 
has been ufed by the hufbandmen in the neighbourhood for manure. 

Thefe particulars, with the diftance of Cleyceiter from Banaventa, now Weedon 
a village near Towcefter, a market town of Northamptonshire, and the name of 
a bridge upon the Avon, near Lutterworth, called Bensford, have inclined Mr, 
Camden to believe that this was the fettlement of the Ben'nones or Venones, 
which Antoninus places next after Banaventa; and he is confirmed in that 
opinion by an afiertion of Antoninus, that the Roman way called Wading Street 
parted there into two branches, which it is found to do here, for a branch of it 
now called the Foffe-way, leads to Rats , fuppofed to be the town of Leiceiler 
and to Vernometum, fuppofed to be Burrowhill, near Billelcion, while the other 
paffes into Wales, as was already obferved. 

. That the town of Leicefter was the Rats of Antoninus, and the R a p s of 
Ptolemy, and that Burrowhill was Vernometum, Camden is induced to believe 
from the diftance between thefe two places, which is nearly twelve miles, the 
diftance mentioned by Antoninus. The p r e f e n t name Burrow, Signified among 
the Saxons a f ortified place, and is immediately derived from the word B U J I T I I ; 
but the moil considerable proof, he thinks, for Burrowhill's having been the an-
cient Vernometum, is, that the ground is a iteep hill on all fides, except the 
fouth-eaft, and that on the top of the hill the remains of a large building are 

° itill 
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f i l l to be feen, there being a double trench, and the track of walls, inclofmg 
about eighteen acres of ground. The entrance to this building is on the fouth-
eaft. There are two banks caft up, about ten yards in length, and five or fix 
diftant one from the other, where the gate appears to have been, and where the 
entrance is partly level with the fields adjoining, the afcent on all the other fides 
being very fteep. Mr. Camden conjedures from the name, that a great temple, 
dedicated to fome heathen God, flood formerly here; becaufe in the ancient 
language of the Gauls, which he takes to have been the fame with that of the 
Britons, Vernometum fignifies a large temple, and this interpretation is obferved to 
agree with the appearance of the place, where the veftiges feem to be rather thofe 
of a temple than a tower or any other building. 

Two reafons are given for placing Ratas or R a g « at Leicefter: one is, be-
caufe this town Hands upon a branch of Watling Street, called the Fofs-way, and the 
other, becaufe it anfwers beft to the diftances between the Rat s , Bennones, and 
Yernometum, as affigned by the Itinerary of Antoninus yet it is obferved, that 
•the name Rate , or R a g s , is wholly loft, except the name of an old trench, 
•about half a mile fouth of Leicefter, called Rawdikes, or Road-dikes, ihould be 
fuppofed to have any relation to it. Camden's opinion however is fupported by 
a great variety of Roman antiquities that have been difcovered here fince his 
time. Thefe are at leaft a proof that Leicefter, in the time of the Ro-
mans, was a place of no inconfiderable note ; for from the multitude of bones 
of various beafts, which are fuppofed to have been offered in facrifice, and dug 
up in a part of this town, ftjll called Holy Bones, where there are alfo fome 
ruins of ancient brick-work remaining, it is c o n j e c t u r e d that there anciently was 
a temple, dedicated to Janus, with a flamen or high prieft refident in this place. 
|t is further believed* that out of the ruins of this temple, St. Nicholas's church 

%was built., 

There is a chtirch at Leicefter, dedicated to All Saints, near which, about half 
a« century „ago, a curious piece of Roman antiquity was difcovered, fuppofed by 
fome to be the fable of Diana and Adseon, as related by Ovid, wrought"m little 
ftones, fome white and others of a chefnut colour. 

In this town have been found medals and coins, -both of filwer and copper, in 
-great abundance, particularly of the emperors Vefpafian, Domitian, Trajan, and 
Antoninus. 

Near the town of Leicefter was difcovered the remains of what Is fuppofed to 
have been a hot »bath in the time of the Romans. It is conftni&ed of fmali 
ftones, each about an inch long, half an inch broad, and half an inch thick ; the 
roof is arched, and the whole perforated by federal frirall earthen pipes, through 
which the water is fuppofed to have been conveyed : the ftones are finely ce-
mented with a thin mortar, and the whole work, which was eonfiderably below 
the furface of the ground, is laid to "have been about fix yards long, and four 
broad, the height°we are not told, .either to the fpringing of the arch or the 
top of it. 

"VOL. L E e e Near 
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Near. St. Nicholas's church in this town, there is an old wail, called thè Jewry-
Wall, compofed. o£ ragftones and Roman bricks. There are févèral niches in it* 
of ah oval figure, which probably were the receptacles of Roman urns,, though 
the inhabitants have an extravagant notio% that in thofe niches the ancient Bri-
tons offered up their children to idols. 

Remains of At the eaft end of the church, in the town of Hinckley, are to be feen trenches^. 
En îifh anti- and ramparts caft up to a great height, which the inhabitants call Hugh's Caftle,. 
^uisies. fuppofing them to be veftiges of a caftle built here by Hugh Bigot,; the firft earl of 

Norfolk. 

In a moor- near Bofworth, where the famous, battle of Bofworth-field was fought 
between king Richard the Third and Henry earl of Richmond, afterwards king, 
Henry the Seventh, pieces of armour, whole weapons, and other warlike accoutre-
ments, are frequently dug up *, particularly arrow heads of very large dimenfions. 
And here is alfo a little mount, from which,, it is faid, Henry earl of Richmond 
made a fpeech. to his army before the engagement. 

' At Higham, fouth of Bofworth, near the Watling-ftreet-way, in 1607, them 
were found, by turning up a great itone, two hundred and fifty pieces of filver, of 
king Henry the Third, and of the value of 3 d. each ; two gold rings, one with àà 
ruby and the other with an agate ; and. a third of filver, in which was a fiat ruddy 
ftone, engraven with Arabic characters ; which have been thus explained: ' By. 
' Mahomet magnify him ; turn from him each hand that may hurt him.' Among 
this treafure were alio found feveral filver hooks, with links of a large gold chain, 
Thefe things were found by the fide of. the ftone, and underneath it two or three 
pieces of. filver coin, of Trajan the Roman emperor. The ftone itfelfis thought 
to have been.the bails. of fome, altar dedicated to Trajan,- according to the cuftom 
of the Romans, who under the foundations of their buildings and monuments, laid, 
fome of the . coins of the . reigning emperor. The Enghib money, rings, and other; 
matters,* depofited by the fide of the ftone, are thought to have been the treafure-
of fome Jew, which he buried here when that people were baniihed by king Ed~ 
ward, the Firft,... 

At Aihby de la Zouchare the ruins of a palace, formerly belonging to the earls 
of Huntington,, built by the., lord Baitings who was beheaded by king Richard, 
the Third. Here king James the Firft, with his whole court, quartered with the 
earl of,Huntington.for.feveral days, during which time,. dinner was always ferved: 
up by thirty poor knights,, with gold chains and velvet gowns. This palace,^be-
ino- a earrifon for the kino- in the time of Charles the Firft, , was demoliihed by tD ... tD O • 
the parliament forces in 1648,.., 

At Mountforel are.the remains of a. caftle,.which firft belonged to the earls of 
Lekefter, but in the .year 1 2 1 7 , was befieged. and demoliihed by the inhabitants o£ 
thefe parts, who had ;fijffetód.much by the exeurfions of the garriibm. 

E C C . L S 
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At Leicefter there was, before the Conqueft, a collegiate church within the cat-
tle, which, during the wars in the time of William the Firft, was destroyed, toge-
ther with the city and caftle, but re-edified in the year 1 107 , »Y Robert eaii or 
Mellent and Leicefter, for a dean and twelve prebendaries, and dedicated as tne 
old church was, to St. Mary. The greateft part of the lands and tithes belonging 
to this church was alienated by Robert Boffu earl of Leicefter, and annexed to 
his new abbey of St. Mary de Pre, in this county. However, here ^ continued 
a mailer and feven fellows, or rather a dean and feven prebendaries, wnoie houie 
was called the college of St. Mary the Lefs, and whole revenues were value., on 
the general diffolution, at 24 L 13 s. 1 1 d. per annum. 

Here was a Lazar-houfe, or hofpital for lepers, dedicated to St Leonard on the 
north part of the town, and founded by WiUUm, the youngeit Ion of Robert Blanch-
mains earl of Leicefter, who " was himfelf a leper, in the time of king Richard th. 
Firft. William Lord Haftings, fome time before the feventeenth of Edward the 
Fourth, begged this hofpital of the king, and gave it to the dean and chapter oi out 
Lady's college in this tov/n. 

Here alfo was an hofpital, before the year 1 235 for a mafter b,-ethren and li-
fters, dedicated to St. John Baptift and Evangelift, the l a n d s rf w h i c h w^e for tte 
moil part given by king Edward the Fourth to the college of Newark in this town. 

Simon de Montfort, earl of Leicefter, who died in 1265, is &id to be the founder 
of a houfe of Francifcan Grey friars, in the n o r t h - w e f t , part of this town. but i t 

does not appear what the yearly revenues of it were at the iuppreiiion. 

Here was alfo a houfe of Black friars, in an ¡ H a n d near the bridge commonly 
called Le Bkke frears in le afies, founded by an earl of Leicefter 11,. t t a r e i g « o 
king Henry the Third : it was dedicated to St. Clement» but it does not appear 
what the yearly revenues of it were upon the diffolution. 

The friars of a mendicant order, called De pcenitentia Jefu Chrifti, had a home 
fomewhere in the fuburbs of this town. 

The friars of the order of St. Auguftine had alfo a priory here, called St. Catha, 

fine's. 

On four acres of ground, near the caftle, of 
in the year 1330, built an hofp^al dedicated to c h e A ™ t » 
Mary, for a mafter and certain chaplains and poo, perm N o v i Operis, or 
it was turned into a noble college, called the Newark, « L o ^ y n m ^ 4 e n d a -
St. Mary's the greater. It conf.fted of a dean, twelveJLcotar canon P ^ 
ries, t w e l v e vicars, three clerks, fix chonfters, nfty poor men ^ y.K ^ ^ 
men, ten nurfes, with proper officers and attendants. Its ponei 
upon the diffolution at 8001. fer annum. At 

E e e 2 
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At Loddington, north-eaft of Hallaton, Richard Ballet, and Maud Ridell his 
wife, in the latter part of the reign of king Henry the F i r f t , founded a priory of 
canons of the order of St. Auguftine, dedicated to John Baptift. Its yearly reve-
nues, at the fuppreilion, were valued at 3991. 3 s. 3 d. 

At a place near Loughborough, called Garenton, Robert Ho flu earl of Leicester, 
in the year 1 133 , built an abbey for Ciftertian monks, dedicated to the Virgin Ma-
ry, in which, at the time of the diifolution, were fourteen monks, whofe poilef-
lions were rated at 1861. 15 s. 2 d . per annum. 

At St. Mary Pre, or de Pratis, near Leiceiter, Robert BoiTu earl. oF Leicefter, 
in the year 1143? founded an abbey of Black canons, in honour of the ailumpt^on 
of the Virgin Mary, which, upon the diifolution, was endowedwith 9511., 14 s.. 
5 d. per annum. 

A t Breedcn on the hill, upon the borders of Derbyfhire, north-eaft of Aihby de 
la Zouch, there is a church which is dedicated to St. Mary and St. Hardulf, and. 
was given by Robert Ferrers earl of Nottingham, about the year 1144, to the mo-
naftery of St. Qfwald at Nofthell, or Noftol-hall, near Wakefield, a market-town : 
of Yorkihire, upon which here was a cell of Black canons fubordinate to that mo--
naftery, confifting of a prior and five religious. Its revenues upon the diifo, 
lution were rated at 24I. 10 s.. 4 p e r annum*. 

Roger de Mowbray, in the time of king Stephen, giving two carucates of 
land, an houfe and a mill, in Burton Lazars, fou.th of Mel ton-Mowbray, to the 
lepers of St. Lazarus,, without, the walls of Jerufalem, laid the foundations of a 
Well endowed hofpital, confifting of a mafter and feveral brethren. It was the 
chief of all the fpittlss-or lazar houfes in England, but dependant upon the o-reat 
houfe at Jerufalem. It was dedicated to the Virgin Mary and St. Lazarus,&and 1. 
its pojTeiTions upon-the-diifolution were valued at 265!. 10s , 2d. per annum. 

At Croxton-Kyriel, north-eaft of Waltham on the Would, William Forearms 
de Linus, in the year 1162, built an abbey, of Premonftratenfian canons, dedi-
cated to St. John the Evangelift, which at the fuppreffion v/as; endowed with, 
3851. 0 s. jod. per annum. 

At Dalby, near Melton-Mowbray,. there was a preceptory of the Knights-, 
Hofpitalers, thought to have been founded by Robert Boffu, earl, of Leicefter, 
in the former part of the reign of king Henry the Second, and valued upon-the 
diifolution at the yearly revenues of 911. 2 s. 8d* . 

At Owefton, about half way between Hallaton and Melton-Mowbray, Sir 
Robert Grimbald, in the time of king Henry the Second, built and endowed a 
fin all abbey for canons regular of the order of St. Auftin, which he dedicated to 
St. Andrew, and in which, about the time of the diifolution, there were, twelve 
canons5 whofe yearly revenues were valued at 161I. 14s, 2d , . 

At 
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At Hinckley was an alien priory of two Benedictine monks, belonging to 

L y r a in Normandy, to which it was given, by Robert Blanchmaines, earl of 
Leicefter, before the year 1 1 7 3 , 

At Charley, and' Ulvefcrofs, two folitary places in the foreft of Charnwood, 
fouth-eaft of Afhby de ,1a Zouch, there were fettled in each three Friars Here-
mites, by Robert Blanchmaines, earl of Leicefter, in the time of king Henry the 
•Second : but by the confent of the earl of Winchefter, patron of both houfes, ia 
the time of king Edward the Second, they were united at Ulvefcrofs, where 
continued a priory of regular canons, of the order of St. Auftin, dedicated to the 
Virgin Mary, till the diifolution, when there, were eight religious in it, who -
were endowed with 831. 10 s. 6 d. per annum 

At Tilton on the Hill,. eaft of Billefdon, there, was an hofpital, annexed: 
by Sir William Burdet, to Burton Lazars, in. the time, of king Henry ths 
Second. 

At Langley, north-eaft of Aftiby de la Zouch, William Pantulf, and Burgia 
His wife, m the beginning of the reign of king Henry the Second, or before,, 
built a priory for Benedictine nuns,, dedicated to the Virgin Mary,. the yearly 
revenues of which were rated on the fuppreiTion at 291. 7 s- ^d. 

At Heather, fouth-eaft of A f h b y de la Zouch, there was a houfe, with lands, 
belonging to the Knights Hofpitalers, being the gift of Ralph de Grifely, before 
the Rrft year of king John, It fometime had a diftin£t preceptor, and fome-
time was accounted part of the preceptory of Dalby. The valuation of this pre-
ceptory, about the time of the diifolution, is faid to have amounted to 391. 1 s. 5-d.-
per annum,,. 

At Swinsford, fouth-eaft of Lutterworth, there is a church, which was given 
to the Hofpitalers, before the firfl of king John, by Robert Rivell j and here 
was fettled a fmall. preceptory of that order. 

At Bradley, fouth-eaft of Hallaton, a fmall priory of the order of St. Auftin,-
was founded by Robert Bundy, or Burneby, in the time of king John. It had 
But two canons at the fuppreiTion, „who had lands valued at 20 L 15 s. yd. per 
annum.'- , ^ ' • . •... 

At Lutterworth, Roife de Verdon, and Nicholas herfon,, built and endowed aa 
hofpital for a prior, or mailer and brethren, dedicated to John the Baptift, in 
the time of king John. It was valued , upon the difTolntion at 261. 9 3. 5 a, 

annum. 

A roll of the fifth of Henry the Third, quoted by Mr. Burton, fays, that at Caftle 
Dunninston, north of Aihby de la Zouch, upon the borders of Derbyihire, 
* there was an hofoital erefted by J . fometime conftable of Chefter, of which 
* Humphrey the chaplain was mailer, and that there ought to be m it thirteen 

' ' c brothers 
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'"s brothers and fillers, but that they had no regular habit, nor obferved any rule* 
s but received a portion of the tithes of the- pariik' The founder appears to 
have been John Lacy, conilable of Chefter in the time of Henry the Second. 
It was dedicated to John the Evangelift, and valued at 31. 13 s. 4d. per 

>annum. 

An eilate at Mekon-Mowbray, with the advowfon of the redory, having been 
given to Lewis, a considerable borough town in Suifex, here was a fmail priory 
or hofpital, a cell to that monaftery. 

King Henry the Third gave the manor and the church of Rodeley, nearMount-
forel, to the Knights Templars, who fettled a commandry of their order here, 
which, with their other lands, came afterwards to the Knights Hofpitalers, 
who enjoyed the fame till the general diifolution, about which time this precep-
tory was valued at 87I. 13 s. 4d. per annum. 

At Grace de Dieu, about half way between Loughborough and Aihby de la 
Zouch; Roefia de Verdon, about the twenty-fourth of Henry the Third, founded 
a priory for nuns of the order of St. Auftin, dedicated to St. Mary and the Tri-
nity. At the time of the diifolution here were fifteen nuns, with a yearly reve-
nue of 831. 16 s. 6d. 

Sir Anketine de Martival, in the fécond year of Edward the Firil, founded, 
and his fon Roger de Martival, archdeacon of Leiceiter, and afterwards bifhop of 
Salifhury, about the thirty-fourth of Edward the Firil, farther endowed a col-
lege or chantry, in the chapel of the manor-houfe of Nofeley, north-weft of Hal-
laton, and dedicated it to the Afcenfion of our Lord, and the aifumption of the 
Virgin Mary. It confifted of a warden and certain brethren, according to Mr, 
Burton, or according to others of three priefts, who had diftinâ: prebends, three 
clerks, and four choriilers. Upon fome occafion it was in valued the twenty-fourth 
of Henry the Sixth, at 61. 13 s. 4'd. per annum. But the eilate muft have been 
worth more before the diifolution, becaufe in the year 1553, above 17 h was 
yearly paid to the members of this college then alive, and not otherwife pre-
ferred. 

Roger Beller, in the ninth year of Edward the Second, began a fmall chantry 
in the chapel of St. Peter, near his manor houfè at Kirk by Bellers, on the north* 
weft fide of Melton-Mow bray, which fome few years after he increafed into a 
fort of college for a warden and twelve fecular priefts. It was made conventual 
-for a prior and regular canons of the order of St. Auguftine, in the year 1359, 
• and fo it continued till the diifolution, when here were ten religious, who were 
-endowed with 1421. 10 s. 3d * per annum. -

A college for a warden and priefts, faid by Mr, Burton, p. 240, to have been 
-built at Sapcote, fouth-eaft of Hinckley, by Sir Simon Baifet, in the time of king 
Henry the Third, feems to be only the chantry of three priefts, founded in the 
•chapel of St. Mary's, pariih church here, by Sir Ralph Baifet, 

.8 There 
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There is a church at Stokerfton, not far from Hallaton, near which John Boy-
vile, lord of the manor, in the fifth of Edward the Fourth,, built an almihouie, 
dedicated to the Virgin Mary, for a chaplain and three poor perfons, and fettled 
lands on them to the value of 10L per annum. 

M E M B E R S of P A R L I A M E N T for this C O U N T Y . 

j> 40z 

b I ' N C 

The county of Leicefter fends four members to parliament; two knights 
die ili:re for the county, and two burgeifes for the borough of Leicefter,.. 
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iD^un 

) Sutton- Jïdfreck ! \y3iauk 
SlrccfleUcr/i 
uzten - ^ 

V S'ïk,wrier) c 
»B̂ T' ¿w . —— g ^Hoeru-ngtori--^ j: 'ÇBufUrwicA-* 
^tc/tgiontirnTZ^^g 

A2J~eJV~ 
? ./i /* 
M C O Ö 

SHIRE, 
nmm fimn íhe 

Autìxorities : 

¿fwmu 
XtwiluflT 

33ra¿l>or( 

-»r- ,, .y ' ' ° Sedl-raûic \ \ /Z^û/frerfrcS TaWhaml muoff^^mì ,Sar,v*ty JBwJfa« .i
r,aaaSbmf « 

j a ? ^ ^ r *f t¿M 

. ^ i « W «Ssvr/A'r,, ' .llmBm 
¿id^ínój / ^denñam. i ; 

S iß 
, 

E li 

R zr T /: A /V' o 

Jl£et"¿di¿av ( > ofZoruZoTV 



L I N C O L N S H I R E . 

N A M E » 

I N C O L N S H I R E , called by the Saxons Lmcollfcyjie, and by the Nor-
mans, on their firft arrival here, Nicol/hire, derives its name from that of its 

chief town, the city of Lincoln. 

B O U N D A R I E S , F I G U R E , E X T E N T and S I T U A T I O N . 

This county is bounded on the eaft by the German Ocean, on the weft by 
parts of Yorkfhire, Nottinghamfhire, and L e i c e f t e r i h i r e , on the fouth by North» 
amptonihire, and on'the north by Yorkfhire, from which it is feparated by the 
ieftuary of the Humber: the ihape of Lincolnfhire is like a bended bow; it is 
about iixty miles in length, from north to fouth, about thirty-five miles m 
breadth, from eaft to weft, and 1B0 miles in circumference; and the city or 
Lincoln, which is nearly in the center of the county, is 128 miles norm or 

L V 0 L n L F f f R I V E R S , 
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R I V E R S . 

The principal rivers that run through this county are the Welland, the Wi-
tham, the Trent, the Dun, and the Ankam. The Welland rifes in Northampton-
ihire, and running crofs that county, enters Lincolnihire; then palling by fe-
veral market towns, difcharges itfelf into a bay of the German Ocean, called by 
Ptolemy Metaris iEftuarium, but called now the Waihes. The Witham rifes 
near Grantham, a confiderable borough town of this county, and running north-
eaft, paifes by Lincoln, whence, dire&ing its courfe fouth-eaft, _ it falls into the 
German Ocean near Bofton, another borough town of Lincolnihire. The Trent 
rifes in Staffordihire, and running north-eaft through the counties of Derby and 
Nottingham, and parting No.ttinghamihire from Lincolnihire, falls into the mouth 
of the Humber. The Dun rifes in Yorkihire, and inclofmg, together with the 
Trent, a confiderable piece of ground in the north-weft part of this county, 
known by the name of the Ifle of Axholm, falls into the Trent near its conflux 
with the Humber. The Ankam rifes not far north of Lincoln, and dire&ing 
its courfe due north, falls into the Humber eaft of the river Trent. 

A I R -

The air of Lincolnihire is different in different parts : in the middle of the 
county, and in the weftern parts along the Trent, it is very healthy, but upon the 
fea coaft it is bad, particularly in the fouth-eaft divifion, which is not only boggy 
and full of fens, but great part of it is under water, for which, reafon it is diftin-
guiihed by the name of Holland. 

S O I L , and N A T U R A L P R O D U C T I O N S . 

- The foil of this county is in general very rich; the inland parts producing 
corn in great plenty, and the fenny country yielding excellent pafture. Lanca-
ihire is remarkable for fat cattle and good horfes, alio for excellent dogs, as well 
o-reyhounds as maftiffs. It abounds in game of ail kinds, and the rivers,, toge-
ther with the fea, afford great plenty and variety of fiih. There is a fort of pike 
found in the Witham, which is peculiar to this water, and fuperior to all others. 
Such is the plenty and variety of wild fowl in this county, that it has been cal-
led the aviary of England ; and two fowls, called the knute and the dotterel, 
which are moft delicious food, are faid to be found no where elfe in England. 

It does not appear that this county is remarkable for any manufacture. 

C I V I L and E C C L E S I A S T I C A L D I V I S I O N S . 

Lincolnihire is divided into three provinces: ift, Holland, comprehending 
thè fouth-eaft part of Lincolnihire, which is again fubdivided into three wapen-
takes or hundreds. 2clly, Kefteven, comprehending the fouthern part of this 
county, is by an ancient writer called Ceoftefne-Wood, as is fuppofed from a 
large foreft that flood formerly within this divifion : it contains ten wapentakes 
or hundreds, sdly, Lindfey, which by Bede, the Britiih hiftorian, is called Lin-
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diiii, as is thought from the city of Lindum, or Lincoln. This divifion com-
prehends the whole north part of Lincolnihire, and is fubdivided into feventeen 
wapentakes or hundreds. The whole county is divided into thirty hundreds or 
wapentakes, and contains one city and thirty-one market towns. It lies in the 
province of Canterbury and diocefe of Lincoln, and comprehends 630 paruhes. 

The city is Lincoln, and the market towns are Alford, Barton, Binbroke, 
Bofton, Bourn, Bullingbrook, Burgh, Burton, Caftor, Corby, Crowland, Deep-
ing Market, Dunnington, Eokingham, Ganeiborough, Glandford-bridge, Gran-
tham, Grimfby, Holbech, Horncaitle, Kirkton, Louth, Rafen-market, Saltfleet,. 
Sleaford, Spalding, Spiliby, Stamford, Stanton, Tatterihal, and Wainfleet. 

L I N C O L N was by the ancient Britons called Lindcoit, by Ptolemy ând Anto-
ninus Lindum, by the hiftorian Bede, Lindifii, Linde*ollinum and Lindecolling by 
the Saxons Lynfto-collyne and Lynt)o-cyllanceapreji, and by the Normans 
chol, and from thefe names, which are thought to have originally fignified a co* 
lony, or a town Jituated on a hill, as this is, the p r e i e n t name is derived. 

The city of Lincoln is a biihop's fee, and is governed by a mayor, twelve al-
dermen, two iheriffs, a recorder, four chamberlains, a iword bearer, four coro-
ners, and above forty common council men. It is a county of itfelf, and has a 
vicoun tial j urifdiction for twenty miles round, a privilege that no other city ill 
England enjoys. It ftands on the fide of a hill, with the river Witham running 
at the bottom in three fmall channels, over w h i c h there are feveral bridges. In 
Edward the Confefior's time it is faid to have had 1070 houfes in it, and m the 
time of the Normans it was one of the moil populous cities in England, and a 
mart for goods of every kind: king Edward the Third made it a ftaple for wool, 
leather, lead, and other commodities» It was once burnt, once befieged by king 
Stephen, who was here defeated and taken prifoner, and once taken by Henry 
the Third, from his rebellious barons. It is" faid to have had fifty-two parifh 
churches, which, in the reign of Edward the Sixth, were by act of parliament 
reduced to eighteen, of which only thirteen are now remaining, and they are 
meaner than tliofe of any other city in England. Here is however a cathedral,, 
which is a {lately Gothic pile, and though not the moil beautnul flru&ure or 
the kind, is the chief ornament of this city. The monks thought fo highly of 
it, that they ufed to fay the devil could never look at it without frowns of dii-
content and malignity whence came the p r o v e r b generally applied to malicious 
and envious perfons; 6 He looks as the devil o v e r Lincoln.9 This cathedral is 
one of the largeil in England, and is fo lofty, and the ground it ftands on xo 
high, that it may be feen over five or fix c o u n t i e s , firty miles to the north, and 
thirty to the fouth. In this church is a famous bell of an enormous fize, called 
Tom of L i n c o l n i t is near five tons in weight, almoft twenty-three feet in cir-
rnmfprpncp W w;il hnlH ao-a c i d W nU meafure. Here are alio in this church 

C I T Y and M A R K E T T O W N S . 



40 W L I N C O L N S H I R E . 
m the civil wars in the reign of king Charles the Firil, and has never b c m 
rebuilt. 

• The buildings of this city are generally old; efpeeially thofe at the bottom of 
the hill, but towards the top there are many good houies, in the modern tafte. 
Here is an old ruined caftle, built by king William the Firil, in the center of 
which there is a handfome modern ftrudtare for holding the aiSzes. There are 
In this city four charity lchools, where 1 2 0 poor children are taught by the 
widows of clergymen. 

On the weft fide of Lincoln there is a large pool, formed by the river, called 
Swan Pool, from the multitude of fwans on it. The city has a communication 
with the river Trent by a canal, called the FoiTe-Dyke, cut by king Henry the 
Firil,. between the Trent and the Witham, for the conveniency of carriage. On 
a neighbouring courfe there are frequent horfe races ; and there is a heath called 
Lincoln* Heath, which is above fifty miles over. 

A L F O R D is a little obfcure town, about five miles from the fea, and 107 from-
London, and is only remarkable for' having a market. 

B A R T O N is 163 miles from London, and has a horfe-ferry to Hull, a borouef s 
town of Yorkihire, crofs the Humber, which is-here fix miles over. 

B I N B R O K E is a fmall poor town, at the diftance of 1 1 5 miles from London, Im. 
which there is nothing worthy of note, 

B O S T O N , is a corruption of Botolph's %own-i a.name derived from Botolph, a. 
Saxon, who is fuppOfed to . have founded a monaftery here,, from which the town; 

. took its rife. It ftands at the. diftance of 1 1 4 miles from London, upon the. 
river Witham, which.is navigable from hence to Lincoln. It has long been a. 
fiouriihing town, and is faid to have firil been incorporated by king Henry the 
Eighth ; queen Elizabeth gave the corporation a court of admiralty over all the 
neighbouring fea. coafts*. It is governed by a mayor, whois chief clerk of the-
market, and admiral .of the coaft, a recorder, a deputy recorder, twelve aldermen 
a town clerk, eighteen common council men, a judge, and marihal of the ad-
miralty, a coroner, two ferjeants at mace, and other officers, and is pleafantly fi-
tuated and well built«. Here is a church, reckoned the largeft parochial churchy 
without crofs iiles, in the world, being 300 feet long within the walls,, and 100 
feet wide : the cieling is of Engliih oak, fupported by tall ilender pillars. This -
church has three hundred and fixty-five fteps, fifty-two windows, and twelve pil-
lars, anfwering to the days, weeks, and months of the year; its tower, which 
was built in the year 1309, is 282 feet high, and has a beautiful, o&agon lan-; 
thorn at the top, which ferves as a guide to mariners when they enter the dan™ 
gerous channels called Lynn Deeps, and. Bofton Deeps in the Wafhes, and is the 
admiration of travellers, being, feen at the diftance of forty miles round. Here 
are two charity fchools, and a high wooden bridge over the Witham. The town 
has a commodious harbour, is fupplied with frefh water by pipes from a. pond, 

- in a great common called the Weft Fen, where a water-houfe and a mill were, 
ere&ed in the reign of queen Anne, by a<5t of parliament,. It is the.refideaoe of 
many confiderable merchants5 and carries., on a good trade3 both inland and fo-

6 reigns 
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m g n r yet many of the inhabitants apply themfelves to grazing of cattle with 
great advantage. An annual fair here for cattle, and all forts of merchandize* 
lafts nine days, and is called a mart by way of eminence, fo are the fairs of Ganef-
borough, Lynn Regis, a borough town * of Norfolk, and Beverley a borough 
of Yorkihire, but no other. All the country in the neighbourhood of this town 
is marih lands,, which are very rich, and feed vail numbers of large iheep and 
oxen. 

B O U R N Hands on a plain adjoining to the fens of Lincolnihire, at the diilance 
of 93 miles from London. It is remarkable for tanning leather, and for a horie 
courfe. 

B U L L I N G B R O O K , or B O L L I N G B R O K E , is 100 miles north of London, and is 
noticed only for its market. 

B U R G H is diilant from London 104 miles; it is an inconfiderable place, and: 
has nothing worth notice but a charity fchool.. 

B U R T O N , called alfo B U R T O N S T A T H E R , is. 149 miles diilant from London»-
It Hands very well for trade, on the eail of the Trent, on which it has ieveral 
mills the houfes are pleafantly intermixed with trees : it has two churches, one 
of which is fo low, in refpedl to the precipice over it,, that a perfon~ may almoin 
leap from the precipice on the fteeple. 

C A S T O R , originally Buang-cafceji, or Thong Cajile,, is faid to have derived its-
name from the following circumilance : Hengiil, the Saxon, as a reward for hav-
ing driven back the Scots and Pifts, obtained from Vortigern, a grant o f 
as much ground here as he could encompafs with the hide of an ox cut into 
fmall thongs 1 on this ground he. built a caitle, which for that reafon was called 
Thong Caille. This town is 120 miles diilant from London, but has nothing in; 
it worthy of note. 

C O R E Y is 90 miles diilant from London? and has a fchool, endowed for the-
fans of deceafed clergymen, 

C R O W L A N D is 88 miles diilant f r o m London: it is fo furrounded with bogs,, 
that it is ac.ceffible only on the north and. eaft fides, and there not for carnages, 
which o-ave rife to the proverb, that < ail the carts which came to Crowland were 
6 ihod/with fliver.5 This town however is pretty well inhabited, and confifts of 
three ilreets, feparated by water courfes, planted on each fide with willows, and 
built on piles, having a communication with each other by a triangular bridge 
of curious contrivance, Handing on the conflux of the Welland, and a river cal-
led the Nine. This bridge is formed on three fegments of a circle, meeting in 
one point; and it is faid that the extremity of each fegment, oppofite to the 
point of contact, Hands in a different county, one in Lincolnshire, another in 
Cambridgeihire, and the third in Rutlandihire.. 

Here is a church, w h i c h belonged, formerly to a famous abbey in this place; 
the roof of this church fell in about half a century ago, and was found to confiit: 
of M b oak, finely carved and gilt. Over the weft gate of this church are the.: 

J- images 
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"images of divers kings and abbats, among which is that of St. Guthliae, to 
whom the abbey was dedicated, with a whip and knife, his ufual fymbols. Not 
far from the abbey is a little ftone cottage, called Anchor Chureh-houfe, which 
had formerly a chapel, in which St. Guthliae lived as a hermit, and in which it 
is faid his body lies buried. The foil round this town is much improved of late 
by drains and Unices, and moil of the ponds are now turned into cornfields. 

The greateil gain that accrues to the inhabitants of this town is from fifh and 
wild ducks; of the ducks they fometimes drive 3 0 0 0 into a net at once by dogs, 
and they are brought hither by decoy ducks, bred for that purpofe. For the li-
berty of fiihing in the many pools in and near the town, they pay now to the 
king, as they did formerly to the abbat, 3001. a-year. 

D E E P I N G M A R K E T is an ill-built dirty town, fituated among the fens, on the 
north-fide of the river Welland, at the diilance of 87 miles from London. 
Near this place is a vale, many miles in compafs, and the deepeil in all this 
marfhy county, from which it is thought the town had its name, Beeping figni-
fying a deep meadow. 

D U N N I N G T O N is diilant 99 miles from London. Its market is famous f o r A 

large fale of hemp and hemp feed, and it has a port for barges, by which goods 
are carried to and from Bolton and the Waihes. 

F O K I N G H A M Hands on a rifing hill, in a wholfome air, at the diilance of 
104 miles from London. It has feveral good fprings round it, but is a place of 
310 trade. 

G A N E S B O R O U C H itands upon the river Trent, at the diilance of 137 miles 
from London. This is a well built town, and reckoned the moil flouriihing in 
the county : it has a church, which being ruinous, was pulled down in 1735 by 
aft of parliament, and rebuilt. Flere are feveral meeting-houfes of proteilant 
diifenters, and a fine market place. The town has a good trade by means of.the 
Trent, which brings up ihips of confiderable burden with the tide, though it is 
near forty miles from the Humber by . water. The North Marfh, in the neigh-
bourhood of this town is remarkable for horfe races. 

G L A N D F O R D B R I D G E is 1 5 3 miles from London, and is only remarkable for 
a bridge over the river Ankam. 

G R A N T H A M is diilant 1 0 4 miles from London, and is governed by an alder-
man, twelve juftices of the peace, a recorder, a coroner, an efcheator, twelve 
fecond-twelve men, who are of the common council, and twelve conilables to 
attend the court. This is a rich, neat, populous town, much frequented, and 
has feveral very good inns. Here is a fine church, with a ftone fpire, one of the 
loftieil in England, being 280 feet high, but it is fo conftru&ed, as to appear in-
clining from the perpendicular, on which fide foever it is viewed. Here is alfo 
a o-Qod free fchool, built and endowed by Richard Fox, biihop of Wincheiter, 
a native of this place, befides two charity fchools. On a neighbouring courfe 
there are frequent horfe races, 4 About 
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About four miles from Grantham, upon the very borders of Leicefterihire, is 

Belvoir Caftle, or, as it is more commonly called, Sever Caftle, a feat of the 
duke of Rutland, originally built by Robert de Tedenci, or Tetencio, a noble Nor-
man, in the time of William the Conqueror, and afterwards rebuilt by an earl of 
Rutland. It is a very magnificent building, has a fine gallery of paintings, and, 
as its name imports, commands a beautiful profped into the counties of Notting-
ham, Derby, Leicefter, Rutland, and Northampton. 

G R I M S B Y is 1 5 8 miles diilant from London, and is faid, in point of antiquity, 
to be the fecond, if not the firft corporation, in England. It is governed by a 
mayor, high fteward, recorder, twelve aldermen, twelve common council men,, 
two bailiffs, two coroners, a town clerk, and three ferjeants at mace. The mayor 
holds a court here every Tuefday, and the bailiffs everv Friday. Here are fe-
veral ftreets of good houfes, and a church, that looks like a cathedral It was a 
place of very good trade formerly, but its harbour has been long choaked up, 
and yet the road- before it is a good ftation for (hips that wait for a wind to get 
to fea. It has a. trade in coals and fait, by the navigation of the -HUruber. 

H O L B E C H is 9 8 miles diilant from London, and is only remarkable for its 
fair for cattle, corn, and flax. 

H O R N C A S T L E is diilant from London 1 2 2 miles, and is a large well bxnl1 

town, fituated on a fmall river called the Bane, by which it is. almoit furrounded* 

K r R K T O N derives its name from a kirk or church here,,, which is built in form 
of a cathedral, and is faid to be very magnificent, but of which there is no de-
fcription. It Hands at the diftance of 136 miles from London, and is famous for 
a fort of apple, called the Kirkton pippin, 

L O U T H - is faid to have taken its name from a fmall river called the Lud , upon, 
the bank of which it is fituated. It is diilant from London 133 miles, and is a 
corporation town, much frequented, but how it is. governed does not appear. 
It has a large church, with a fine fteeple, which feme think is as high as Gran-
tham fpire. Here is a free fchool, founded by king Edward the Sixth, and 
a charity fchool for forty children.. 

R A S E N , called R A S E N M A R K E T , to diilinguifh it from Eafly. Weil, and Middle 
Rafen; all four are- fituated near the fource of the Ankam. This town is diil-
ant 139 miles from London,, but has, nothing in it worthy of note. 

S A L T F L E E T is 1 3 . 8 miles from. London. It has a harbour upon the ocean«, 
which, except its. market, is the only circumilance that entitles it to. notice.. 

S L E A F O R D , called N E W S L E A E O R D , : to diftinguiih it from a neighbouring town 
called Old Sleaford, is fituated at the diftance of n o miles from London, near 
the fource of a little river, which runs with fueh rapidity through, the town, that 
it is never frozen, and which, within the compafs-of two miles., including t ie 
town, drives five corn mills, two-fulling mills, and one paper mill, .and then falls 
into the Witham. This town is very populous, and its buildings are continually 
improving. It has a large handfome church* and a fixe .fchool.,.. which was 

•t 5 / founded-. 
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founded and handfomely endowed in 1603, by Robert Carr, E£q; who alio erected 
-and endowed an hofpital in this place, for twelve poor men: for the manage-
ment of the hofpital he conftituted the vicar of the town, together with the rec-
tors of five places in the neighbourhood, for the time being, perpetual go-
vernors. 

S P A L D I N G is 98 miles diftant from London. It is fituated upon the river 
Welland by which it is almoit furrounded it is alfo furrounded at a greater 
diftance with lakes, canals, and other bodies of water and is indeed a more neat 
and populous town than could be expeded in fuch a fituation. Hem is a hand-
fome large market place, a free grammar fchool for the fons of the inhabitants, 
and a charity fchool. This town has alfo a fmall port, and a bridge over the 
Welland, which is navigable to the town for veifels of fifty or iixty tons 1 o 
this port belong feveral barges, that are chiefly employed in carrying coals and 
.corn. 

S P J L S B Y is diftant 122 miles from London, and has a charity fchool, which 
was ereded in 17 16 , for teaching and c l o a t h i n g twenty-four boys and fixteen girls. 
The 'market here is well frequented« 

S T A M F O R D is fo called from its ancient Saxon name SreanpojfD. It is fituated 
on the river Welland, upon the borders of Northamptonihire and Rutlandihire, 
at the diitance of 83 miles from London. It is one of the moft confiderable 
towns in the county, and is governed by a mayor, a recorder, and his deputy, a 
town clerk, twelve aldermen, twenty-four capital burgeifes, and two ierjeants at 
mace: its firit charter was before Edward the Fourth. It had a charter from 
that prince, and other charters from Charles the Second and James the Second, 
but thefe kit being only temporary, they are expired. 

The inhabitants have very great privileges, particularly a freedom from the 
iurifdidion of the iheriff of the county, and from being empannelled on juries out 
of town-, they are entitled to have the returns of all writs, are exempted from 
the crovernment of all lords lieutenants, and claim the privilege of having the 
militia of the town commanded by their own officers, the m a y o r being the king s 
l o r d lieutenant, and immediately under his majefty's command, he is eiteemed, 
within the liberties and jurifdidion of the town, the fecond man in the king-
dom« 

This is a lame, populous, rich town, with a fine ftone b r i d g e over the Welland in-
to Northamptonihire. It had fourteen parifh churches ; but they were reduced to fe-
„ven by ad of parliament in the time of king Edward the Sixth One of thefe churches, 
St. Martin's, f t a n d s u p o n t h e eait fide of the river, in a part of the town called Stam-
ford Baron, which indeed is in Northamptonihire, but is rated within the junididion 
-of this corporation, and upon that account goes all by the name ot Stamrord. In 
this church of St. Martin, the great Cecil, lord Burleigh, the favourite of queen 
Elizabeth, lies buried in a fplendid tomb. There is a church near the bridge, in 
which is a fine monument of the earl and countefs of Exeter, in white marble, 
with their figures in a cumbent pofture, as big as the life, done at Rome ; and 
-over againft this church is an inn, known by the fign of the George, r e c k o n e d 
Che largeft in England^ but there is a nobler inn in this town, caked the Bull 
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Inn, which is by much the fineft; it is a handfome free-ftone quadrangle, with 
faihed windows, and has the appearance of a palace. Here is a fine town hail 
The houfes are moil of them covered with ilate, and the whole town taken toge-
ther is the moil compad and beil built town in the county'. 

Here is a charity fchool, in which eighty children are taught and employed ; 
twenty of them wholly maintained and cloathed, and the reft" are fupplied with 
wheels, reels, fire and candles; they are faid to earn 400 1. a-year. In the reio-n 
of king Henry the Seventh, William Brown, who had been twice mayor, erected 
and endowed an hofpital here, for a warden, twelve men, and a nune. And the 
lord Burleigh ereded and endowed an hofpital here. 

The chief trade of this town is in maltj fea-coal, and free-ftone; and here is a 
new courfe for horfe-races. 

S T A N T O N is a little obfcure town of no note, diftant 129 miles from London« 

T A T T E R S H A L flands at the diftance of 1 18 miles from London, in a marihy 
country: moil of the houfes are of brick 1 and here is a caftle, famous for its an-
cient barons. ] • . , 

W A X N F L E E T is fituated 124 miles from London, upon the borders of the fen-
ny country called Holland. It is neatly and compactly built, and is remarkable 
only for a fine free fchool, founded by William Patin, a bifhop of Winchefter, 
and a native of this place. 

C U R I O S I T I E S . 

There are two chalybeat fprings in this county, which were formerly famous Medicin 
for their medicinal virtues j one is at Bourn, and the other at Walcot, a fmall brings, 
village near t okingham. 

On fome downs near Lincoln, and between that city and Bolton, there is fome- 4 -are »-
times to be feen a bird called the Buftard, which is feen no where elfe in En^- " 
land, except on Salifbury plain in Wiltihire. 0 

The manner of taking ducks, mallards, teals, widgeons, and other wild fowl, Manner I 
in decoys, about Crowland, and fome other rennv parts of this county, may be vAlnS 

reckoned among the curiofities of Lincolnihire.' There are feveral large ponds, in th 

in which decoy-ducks are bred fo very tame, that they feed at hand ; thefe decoy- LM^ti 
ducks take flight from time to time and, after an abfence of five -or fix weeks, 
return with numerous flocks of fowl from foreign countries, which they conduct 
to the feveral ponds to which they belong. The fides of thefe ponds are fhaded 
by trees and hedges, placed very clofe together; and are wider at one end than at 
the other. When thole who manage the decoy perceive that a flock is arrived, 
they feed them without alarming them, by throwing corn over the hed«e. into the 
water: in the mean time a large net is fpread at the broad end of the pond; the 
mourn is kept open by the branches of the trees; and the net, which is two or 

VOL. I. G .g .g three 
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three hundred.yards long, and grows gradually narrower towards.the other end'* 
is extended fo as to be open all the way; the corn is then thrown fo as to conduct 
t h e b i r d s nearer .and nearer , to this net, which at length, being conducted by, the 
decoy-ducks, they enter: when-they are got a».confiderable .way anto .the net, a 
dog is thrown into the water, who fwims towards the net,, and. makes tile it ran-
gers take wing but being beaten down by the net, they advance forward into 
the purfe at the little end, where they are taken by hand, 

Kxtraordi-, The fkeleton of a crocodile, fixed in a flat ftone, now to be.feen in the mufseuiTf 
mry foilils, of the royal fociety at London, is laid to have, been difcoyered in this county 5 but, 

the particular place is not mentioned. 

At Stretton, a village between Ganeiborough and Lincoln,, are found, the." 
ophites, or ierpent ilones, being a kind of variegated marble, of a duilcy green 
ground, fprinkled with fpots of a lighter green. And at Blevoir, or Bever caille, 
near Grantham,, are found ilones called aftroites^ or ftar ftones5S.from,their refen>-
blance to a ftar. 

At Alkborough, north of Burton, were found abundance ofiea-jMls,,, and fob-
terraneous trees, thought to be the reliques of the univerial deluge. 

A ir©nilreus 
birth. 

In the year 1676, the wife of Charles Gays, an innkeeper of the town of 
by. near Lincoln, was delivered of a. male child with two heads, which lived feme 
hours. 

Mi-fiacre of the reign of king Richard the Firft, all the. Jews, of which there were many, 
the Jews. in the town of Stamford, were, barbarouily murdered by the inhabitants. 

Boilon let on 
i re . 

iv mn- kable 
per£>ns of 
this ccuiiiy. 

About the end of the reign of Henry the Firft, one Robert Chamberlain, at the 
head of fome defperate villains, dilguiied like monks and-priefts, fet fire to the. 
town of Bofton in feveral places, while a tournament was proclaiming at the fair, 
with a view to plunder the inhabitants, many of whom were wealthy merchants,, 
while .they were moving their goods. Chamberlain was taken, confefled the fa£r9 
and was executed for it, but would not discover his accomplices.. 

Of Tyd St. Mary's, on the bank of the Nine,, in the. fouth-eaft point ^of this, 
county/'Nicholas Breakfpear was redor, who firft preached the Christian faith to 
the Norwegians, for which he received a cardinal's hat,_ and in the year 1 1 55 , was 
advanced to the papal chair, and took the name of Adrian the Fourth. 

At Saltfleet, one Mr. John Watfon who died in 1693, aged 102, was miniiter 
feventy-four years, in which, time he buried three fucceiTive generations in his pa~-
riih, except three or four perfons. 

The ilkiilrious Sir Ifaae Newton was a native of this county, 
the firft rudiments of .learning at die free fchooi of Grantham. 

and was taught 

8 N T I-
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A N T I Q U I T I E S , 

Lmcolnfhire Is part of the country, which, in the time of the Romans was in- Ancient-lnlia«. 
habited by the Coritani, of whom mention has been made in the account of D e r - b i t a n t s . 

byfhire j and under the Saxons it constituted a part of the large kingdom or 
Mercia. 

Mr. Neal, who has taken great pains to trace the antiquities of this county, Antiques 
produces a fragment of an ancient manufcript, to prove that Stamford was an of S u m i o r * 
univerfity long before the birth of Chrift, and continued fo till the year. 300, when 
it was diffolved by the pope for adhering to the doctrines of Arms, It was .cer-
tainly an univerfity before the reign of Edward the Third, as appears by the re-
mains of two colleges, one called Blackball, and the other Brafen-nofe on the 
gate of Brafen-nofe college there itill is a brafs nofe, with a ring through it, like 
that upon the gate of a college of the fame name at Oxford, which w|s riot built 
till the reign of Henry the Seventh, and therefore took its name, as well as this 
diftinguiihmg circumftance, from Brafen-nofe college of Stamford. It appears al-
io, that feveral of the itude'nt-s of Oxford removed to this place, upon Tome quar-
rel between the itudents of the north and thofe of the fouth, in the time of Ed-
ward the Third,- when it is probable there were feme ̂  colleges here to receive 
them, as they did not ftay long-enough at Stamford to build any. 

By fome remains of Roman antiquity found here, it appears, that this was no m~ 
confic'ler?ble place in time of the Romans ; and there are the traces of a Roman 
highway from fouth to north, paffing through this town ; which feem to indicate, 
that here once was a ferry over the Well and. 

In the reign of king Stephen, there was a caftle in the middle of this town, or 
-which the foundation plot is itill vifible: and here the remarkable cuftoiii of 
Borough Engliih frill fubfifts, by which the youngeft ion is heir to his rather. 

It has been already faid, that the city of Lincoln Hands on the fide of a hill, on Antiquities 
the top of which are itill vifible the marks of a rampart and ditches tnought to be of Lmccuu, 
the remains of the ancient Lindum, which the Saxons demoliined. nere is a 
gate cal led Newport-gate, which is a Roman work, i t i l l entire, and is the nooieix 
remnant of the kind in Britain. It confifts of a vaft femicirele of it-ones, not ce~. 
men ted, b u t a s i t w e r e wedged in together : and clofb to this gate mere is another 
curious piece of Roman workmani&p, called the m i n t w a l l which connfts or al-
ternate layers of brick and itone, and is i t i l l fixteen feet high ana forty long. 
There are various fragments of die old Roman wall w h i c h g r o u n d e d this city , 
and'here were many foneral m o n u m e n t s of the Normans, fome or which are mil 
^ i g up. Among ¿ther tombs in the cathedral of this city, there is one or brafs, 
"whTch contains ?he bowels of queen Eleanor wife to kmg Edward me t u f t 
Here alio is the tomb of C a t h a r i n e Swinford t h i r a wire of jonno. G,tunc a f k e 
of Lancafter, and mother of the Somerfet/amily. Over agamft jhe c a f t ^ t o 
the weft, is ¡11 intrenchment made by king 'Stephen, and on the w o x the caid. 
are, carved in ftone the arms of John of Gaunt. 

G g g 2 T 1 " s 
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This city having abounded with monafteries, and other religious houfes, the 

ruins of many ilill appear in barns, ftables, out-houfes, and even in fome hoo-~ 
ftyes, which are obferved to be built church fafhion, with ftone walls,, and arch-
ed windows and doors. 

Antiquities Horncaftle appears to have been a camp or ftation of the Romans, not only 
caiUe°rn~ ^ r o m t h e remains of the caftle, which was a Roman work, but from the Roman 

coins often dug up near the place where the caftle ftood. The compafs of this 
caftle appears by the foundation of the whole, and by a part of the wall yet Hand-
ing, to have taken up about twenty acres. 

Remains of Bridgecafterton, a village northweft of Stamford, where a fmall river called the-
Eagliih anti- Guaih or Waih, croffes a Roman highway, is fuppofed to have been the Guafennss 
quit/. of Antoninus. 

Faun ton, a village fouth of Grantham, is fuppofed to have been the Ad Pon-
tern of the Romans, not only from the fimilitude of the names, but from the di-
ftances affigned to other places in regard to this: chequered Roman pavements», 
and other marks of antiquity have often been dug up here,. 

An caller, another fmall town, iituated on the fame Roman highway,, was a vil-
lage of the Romans, and is thought to have been the ancient Crococalana. This, 
place abounds fo much with remnants of antiquity, that the inhabitants, after a 
hafty fhower, go in fearch of them upon the declivities of the town, and in the 
neighbouring quarries, and have many years carried on a kind of trade by the lale. 
of them. 

At Fleet in the Fens, a village north-eaft of Spalding, there were found, not 
many years ago, three pecks of Roman copper coins, piled down edge-wife, moil 
of them of the emperor Gallienus.. 

Near Harlaxton, a village within two miles of Grantham, a brafen veiTel was 
plowed up, containing fome filver beads, and an antique helmet of gold, ftudded 
with jewels-, all which were prefented to Catharine of Spain, queen dowager of 
Henry the Eighth.. 

At a village called Hiberilow, near Kirkton, upon the Roman highway, are ilill! 
to be feen the foundations of feveral Roman buildings, with tyles, coins,, and other 
remains of Roman antiquity. Several fuch remains have alfo been difcovered 
about Broughton, a village near Glandford-bridge. At Roxby, a village near 
Burton, was lately difcovered a Roman pavement,. At "Winterton-cliff, in the 
north-weft extremity of the county, are many remains of Roman buildings ; and. 
at Alkborough,. two miles more to the weft, there rs ilill a fmall fquare entrench-
ment or camp, now called Cotmtefs Clofe, from a countefs of Warwick, who, it 
is faid, lived there, or owned the eftate. The caftle here, it is obferved, was ve-
ry conveniently placed by the Romans, in the north-wefc angle of the county, as a 
watch-tower, to overawe Nottinghamfhire and Yorkihire, 
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At a village called Yarburgh, near Horncaftle, are the remains of a large Ro-

man camp and fuch quantities of Roman coins have been dug up here, that one 
Howfon of Kennington, a village in the neighbourhood, is faid at one time to-
have been in poifeffion of fome pecks of them. 

At Omby, near Rafen-market, in fome fields joining to a great road between 
Stamford and Hull, a borough town' of Yorkihire, brafs and filver coins have been 
plowed up, having a view of the city of Rome on one fide, with the infcriptiofi', 
Urhs Roma, and on the reverfe, Pax et tranquillitas. 

At Marton, near Ganefborough, are ftill fome remains of a Roman highway, 
leading from Doncafter, a market town of Yorkihire, to Lincoln; and about a 
quarter of a mile from the town there are- two or three confiderable pieces of Ro-
man pavement. 

Stow, a village near Ganefborough, was formerly a city called Sidnacefter, and 
is fuppofed to have been a Roman ftation. 

On fome hills, between Ganefborough and a neighbouring village called Lea, 
many Roman coins, and pieces of Roman urns, have been dug up; and one of 
thofe hills, called Caftle-hill,. is furrounded with intrenchments, faid to inclofe 
above an hundred acres. 

Near Hunnington, about five miles from Grantham, there is a Roman camp,, 
called Julius Csefar's double trench : and here, in the year 1691 , as many 
Roman coins were found in an urn, or earthen pot, as would fill a peck. 

Littieborough, a fm-all town about three miles from Ganefborough, is fuppofed. 
to be the Ageiocum or Segelocum of the Romans. An urn was found here, full 
of the coins of the emperor Domitiam: and many other coins have been plowed up 
in the neighbouring fields.. 

Near Wintringham, a village north of Burton, the foundations of an old Ro-
man town were lately plowed up, and many remains of antiquity found. 

4n 

North-eaft of Glandford-bridge 
mains of Thornton college or a 
years ago, the workmen found th 
a'candleitick; the man is 
crime. 

near the mouth of the Humber, are the re- „ 
, ^ i • 1 „ kem-ams -of where, in taking down a wall, not many p0ma.n ant^ 

ikeieton of a man, with a table, a book, and 
to have, been immured there for fome.heinous 

quity, 

Scrivelfby-hall, not' far from Horncaftle, is the manor of the Dimocks,, 
who hold it upon condition, that, at the coronation, the then lord, or fome perfoft -
in his name, if he be not .able, ihall come well armed into the royal prefence, on a. 
war horie, and make proclamation, that if any one ihall fay, that the fovereign, 
has no right to the.crown* he is ready to defend his right agamft. all that ihall oj>— 
pofe it. 

Torkfey, a imall town, fituated upon the Trent, at the f h f l U x of the Foffe Dyke 
Into that river,- was a town once famous for maïiy privileges which it enjoyed," upon 

0 condition. 
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condition that the inhabitants fhould, whenever the king's ambaffadors came 
that way, carry them down the Trent in their own barges, and conduit them m 
far as the city of York. 

E C C L E S I A S T I C A L A N T I Q^U I T I E S . 

At Icanhoc or Ycanno, and corruptly Wenno, a place thought by fome to be 
in or near the town of Bolton, and by others to be part of the city of Lincoln, 
St. Botolph built a monaftery in the year 654, upon a defart piece of ground, fa i l 
to have been given him for that purpofe by Ethelmund king of the South« 
Angles, which continued till the devaluation of theft countries by the Danes ya 
the year 870. 

Wulpher, king of the Mercians, about the middle of the feventh century, 
built a monaftery at Barrow, a village near Barton. 

A t Bardney, a village about half way between Lincoln and Horncaftle, there 
was a monaftery before the year 697, to which Ethel red king of Mercia was a 
great benefactor, if not the original founder. It was deftroyed: by the Danes-in 
the year 870, and continued in ruins above two hundred years, till Remigius, 
bifhop of Lincoln, or Giilebert de Gaunt, in the time of William the Conquer-
or, re-edified the church and buildings, and replenished them with Benedictine 
monks. It was dedicated to St. Peter, St. Paul, and St. Ofwald the king and 
martyr, whole relics were firft enfbrined here, but about the year 909 tranilated to 
Glocefter. The revenues of this abbey were valued, upon the diJdbiution, at 
3661. 6 s. 1 d. per annum. 

A t Crowland, Ethelbald king of Mercia, in the year 716,. built an abbey for 
Black monks, dedicated to St. Mary, St. Bartholomew, and- St. Guthlac. It was 
afterwards burnt by the Danes in 870; but king Ed-red, about the year Q48, re-
built it, and it continued in great fplendor and wealth, till the general diilblution, 
when the manors and eftates belonging to it were reckoned worth 1083 1. 1 5 s, 
10 d. per annum. 

At the village of Stow, between the city of Lincoln and Ganefborough, there 
was a. church or mirrfcer for fecular priefts, built, and dedicated to the Virgin Ma-
ry, by Eadnoth bifhop of Dorchefter, and much augmented by the benefactions 
of earl Leofric and his lady Godiva. After the conqueft, the religious here were 
changed into Benedictine monks, under the government of an abbat, by bifhop. 
Remigius, who procured for them, from William Rufus, the abbey of. Eynfhara 
in Oxfordshire, whither his fucceffor, Robert Bloet, removed this abbat and his 
monks, referring Scow, and .fome other eftates, to the fee of Lincoln, for which 
he gave them .other.lands in -exchange. 

Thorold de Bukenhale gave a place at Spalding, in the year 1052, for the ha-
bitation, and lands for the maintenance, of a prior and. five monks from Crow-
land, who were forced to abandon this cell after the conqueft, by the barbarous 
mage of Yvo Tallboys, earl of Anglers in France, then lord of this town, and 
..great, part .of the adjacent country. The. fame Yvo, about the year 1074, gave 
the church of St. Mary, and the manor of this place, to the abbey of St. Nicho-

las 
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fas at Anglers, whence were ferit over ibme Benedictine monks -, and fo it became 
an alien priory to that foreign monailery, dedicated to St. Mary and St. 'Nicholas. 
It was given m the twentieth' year o f Henry the Sixth to King's college in'Cam-
bridge -, and "in the firfc of Edward the' Fourth, to Sion abbey in Middleiex; but 
being inadé' a p-kr'ûius in-Mgsnà^ and even at lait'an abbey,'it continued till the 
general iupprefiion, when its yearly income was rated at 7071. ' 8. s. 1 1 ct 

Some lands at Covenham, on the weft fide of Sakfieet, being given about the 
year 1082 to the abbey of St. Karikfus, in the diocefe of Mains in Normandy, by 
king William the Conqueror,- a prior and Benedictine monks were fettled here 
from- that foreign monàitery, to which it continued a cell under the patronage of 
the biiliops of .Durham, till it was made over, in the thirty-Hrft' of Edward the 
Firft, to the abbat and convent of Kirkftede, with whom it continued till the -dif-
folution. 

In the years 1072, 75 , and 78, when the epiicopal fees were decreed by the 
provincial iynods to be removed into great towns and cities,'Remigius, then bi-
ihop of Dorchefter, fixed upon Lincoln, and,, in the conqueror's time, bought 
the ground for the cathedral church,, bifhop's palace, and houfes for the dignita-
ries and-officers, and-began the buildings, which were sot .finifEed till fome years-, 
after, by his fucceffor Robert Bloet, who increafed the number of prebends, 
which was twenty-one, to forty-two. Remigius died four days before the conie-
cratio.n of the 'cathedral, in'the year 1092.. The revenues of this blihopric were' 
valued, upon thediffolution, at 20951. ¿2 s. 5 d. a-year-j and the common reve-
nues of the chapter'at 578' 1. ' 8 s. 2- d.. Sut- many of the manors and'eftates hav-
ing been granted from the bifhopric, • chiefly in the time 'of Edward the Sixth, it is.-
.now rated-oniy at'8 j o 1 18 s. i d. a-year, and the dividend money of the chapter, 
from which little or nothing feems to have been taken, at 546 Î. 2 s. .6 d. There 
now belongs to this noble cathedral, befides the biihop, -a dean, precentor, chaif-
ceîior, • ,iub»deanf iix arch-deaeohs, fifty-two prebendaries, four prieft-vicars, 
eight lay-vicars, or fin-ging men, an organift, feven poor clerks, eight choriiters, 
and feven burghurft chanters. 

Before-the:cathedral was built, there was' a monaftery of nuns upon'or near the-
place: where it now llanos, . . . 

There was alio-near this city a houfë' for leprous perfons, which is thought to-
have been built by biihop Remigius, to which he afiigned thirteen marks yearly 
revenue. _ - ' • • - . 

in the fouth fuburb there, was & priory for "GiîBertine .canons, dedicated to 
St. Catharine, founded foon after the confirmation of that order, in the year 1 148 , 
by Robert fécond biihop of Lincoln. It was valued, upon the general diflblution, 
at 2021. 5 s, jper annum.« 

Here was an hofpital, dedicated to the Holy Sepulchre, of the order of Sem-. 
pringham, but diftind from the priory of St. Catharine's, to which the care and 
government of this houfe was committed, by Robert, fécond biihop of Lincoln, 
who probably was the founder of both. 
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In the large confirmation by king Henry the Second, of the lands and houies 

which had been given to the church of St. Mary's at York, are feveral donations 
in the city and fields of Lincoln, one of which was probably the place on which 
was built the priory of St. Mary Magdalen, a cell to the church at York, contain-
ing only two or three Benedi<5tine monks. It was valued, upon the general diffo-
lution, at 23 h 6 s. 3d . per annum* 

In or before the year 1 2 3 0 , the Grey friars, or friars minors, of the order of 
St. Francis, came to this city, and had a place given them to dwell in by William 
de Benningworth, near which the citizens of Lincoln gave them apiece of ground 

.belonging to their guild-hall; and thereon a church and houfe of thefe Francifcans 
were built. 

A priory dedicated to St. Bartholomew, is mentioned as belonging to this city, 
In the thirty-ninth year of Henry the Third. 

Here was a houfe of White friars, founded by Gualterus, dean of Lincoln a 
Scotfman, in the year 1269. 

On the eaft part of the city was a priory of Black or preaching friars, as early as 
the twelfth of Edward the Firft, ? 

A little without this city, on the north-eafl, was an hofpital dedicated to St. 
- Giles, the mafterfhip of which was annexed by Oliver, dean of Lincoln ' about 

the year 1280, to the vicars who performed divine offices in the cathedral. ' 

On the fouth fide of the fuburb joining to Newport gate, was an houfe of Au-
guiline friars, as early as the year 1 29 1 . 

About the year 1355 , Sir Nicholas de Cantilupe, knight, founded-a college of 
prieits within the clofe. 

In one of the fuburbs of this city, there was an houfe of the friars de facco or 
de pcenitentia Jefu Chriili, before the diifolution of that order. In the fifth of 
Edward the Third, leave was granted to the vicars of the cathedral church of Lin-
coln, to take the church of Repham, near this city, in mortmain, upon condition 
that they kept three chaplains conftantiy to officiate in the chapel which fometime 
belonged to thofe friars, for the foul of Edward the Firfr. In"the thirty-fecond of 
Edward the Third, Joan, who had been the wife of Sir Nicholas Cantilupe, had 
leave to found a college, or large chantry, for five priefts, dedicated to St. Peter, 
upon the ground where formerly the houfe of the friars de facco flood. 

At Belvoir, or, as it is commonly called Bever-caille, near Grantham, there 
.was a priory of four Black monks, fubordinate to the abbey of St. Alban in Hert-
fordshire, to which it was annexed by its founder, Robert de Belvideir, or de To-
-denci, in the time of William the Conqueror. It was dedicated to St. Mary, and 
.valued, upon the diifolution, at 1041. 19 s. 10 d. per annum. 

Upon 
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Upon laying the foundation of the new abbey church at Crowland, in the year 
1 1 1 4 , Alan de Croun gave it the advowfon of the church of Freefton, near Bofton, 
and in a little time after, fome other lands and churches, and placed here a prior 
and fome black monks, fubordinate to that great monaitery, whom he farther en-
dowed before his death, in the time of king Stephen. This cell was dedicated to 
St. James. 

Ranulph de Mefchines, earl of Chefter, before the year 1 129 , gave the church 
of St. Andrew at Minting, a village north-weft of Horncaftle, to the abbey of St. 
Benedid: upon the Lyre in France; upon which an alien priory of Benedidine 
monks was fixed here. 

At Wellow, near Grimfby, Henry the Firft built and endowed an abbey for 
Black canons, dedicated to St. Auguftine, which was valued, upon the diifolu-
tion, at 95 1. 6 s. 1 d. per annum. 

At Hyrft, in the iile of Axholm, there was a cell of one or two Black canons, 
belonging to the abbey of Noftel, near Wakefield, a market town of Yorkihire, 
to which it was given by Nigel de Albini, in the time of Henry the Firft. This 
lm all houfe was dedicated to the Virgin Mary j and rated but at 5 1. 10 s. i d . per 
mnumy upon the diilolution. 

In the year 1 1 3 4 , an abbey of Ciftertian monks was founded in the marihes 
near Swineihed, fouth-weft of Bofton, by Robert de Greflei, dedicated to the 
Virgin Mary. About the time of the diifoiution, here were eleven religious, whofe 
yearly revenues were worth 1671. 15 s. 3d. 

At Bourn, Baldwin the fon of Giflebert de Gaunt, afterwards earl of Lincoln, in 
or before the year 1 1 38 , fettled an abbat and canons of the order of St. Auftin, in 
a monaitery which was dedicated to St. Peter and St. Paul, and rated at 197 L 
17 s. 5 d. per annum, at the diifoiution, when it contained eleven canons. 

At Deeping there was a cell of Black monks belonging to Thorney abbey in 
Cambridgeihire, to which it was given by Baldwin the fon of Giflebert, in the year 
j 13Q. It was dedicated to St. James. 

At Thorneham, north-weft of Glandford-bridge, there was a priory of canons of 
the order of St. Auftin, founded by king Stephen, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, 
and endowed, at the diifoiution, with 105 1. 13 s. per annum. 

At Sempringham, near Fokingham, Sir Gilbert, fon of Sir Joceline de Sern-
prino-ham, knight, rector of the church of St. Andrew here, having inftituted a 
new'model of religious life, from him and from this place called the Gilbertine or 
Semprino-ham order, about the year 1 1 39 , obtained, by the gift of Giflebert, three 
c a r u c a t e ? o f land, each of which is fuppofed to be one hundred acres, on which he 
built a priory for his nuns and canons, dedicated to the Virgin Mary. This was 
the head houfe of the order where their general chapters were held, and had re« 
venues upon the diifoiution to the yearly value of 3 17 1 . 4 s, 1 d. 

y 0 I f t H h h Haverholm, 
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Havirholm, a village north-eaft of Sleaford, was firft given by Alexander* 
'biihop of Lincoln, to the Ciftertian monks of Fountain Abbey, near Borrowbridge 
in Yorkfnire, about the year 1 1 3 7 , to build an abbey for monks of that order ^ 
but after having made fome progrefs in the building, the monks pretended not 
to like the fituation, and removed to Louth Park. The biihop afterwards dif-
pofed of this place to the nuns and canons of the new order of St. Gilbert of 
Sempringham, who fettled here in the year 1 1 3 9 , and continued till the general 
diffolution, when their yearly income was rated at 701, 15 s. lod. It was dedi^ 
cated to the Virgin Mary. 

At Kirkited, near Tatterfhal, Hugh Brito, the fon of Eudo, lord of Tatter-
ihal, founded a Ciftertian abbey in the year 1 1 3 9 , dedicated to the Virgin Mary. 
Its poiTeffions were valued upon the diffolution at 286I. 2s. 7 d. per annum. 

Alexander, bifhop of Lincoln, in the year 1 1 39 , built an abbey in a park near 
Louth, for the Ciftertian monks, whom he had brought from Fountain Abbey 
to Haverholm. It was dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and in the time of king 
Henry the Third here were no lefs than fixty-fix monks, arid one hundred and 
fifty converts but about the time of the fuppreffion the number of religious was 
reduced to twelve, and their revenues valued at 1471. 14 s, 6d. per annum. 

At Thornton, fouth-eaft of Barton upon the Humber, William L e Grofs, earl 
of Albemarle and lord of Holdernefs, founded in the year 1139, a monaftery of 
Black canons, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, which was valued upon the fup-
preffion at '5941. 17 s. io d. per annum. 

At Eao-le, fbuth-weil of Lincoln, there was a commandry of the Knights 
Templarst who had the manor of this place by the gift of king Stephen. It af-
terwards came to the Hofpitalers, and upon their diffolution, in the thirty-third 
year of king Henry the Eighth, it was valued at 124I. 2 s. per annum. 

Kt Reafby, fouth-weft of Bullingbrook, William de Romara, earl of Lincoln, 
in the year 1 142 , founded an abbey of Ciftertian monks, which was dedicated 
to the Virgin' Mary and St. Laurence, and endowed at the fuppreffion with 
2871. 2 s. 4a. per annum. 

At Newiham Abbey, north-eaft of Glandford-bridge, there was the firft mo-
naftery of the Premonftratenfian order in England, which was built by Peter de 
Goiiila, or Goufel, in the year 1 143 , or 1 146 , dedicated to St; Mary and St 
Martial. Here were maintained about the time of the diffolution, a 11 a b bat and 
eleven canons, having yearly revenues worth 99 1. 2 s. 10 d. 

At Stukefwold, north-weft of Tatterfhal-Chace, the countefs Lucy, relid of 
Yvo de Tailbois, Roger de Romara, and Ranulf, the firft earl or Chefter, 
bmlt in the time of king Stephen, a monaftery of Ciftertian nuns, unaer the di-
rection o^ a mailer. It was dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and had m it thirteen 
nuns, whole poiTeffions were rated upon the fuppreffion at 1 1 4 I . 5 s, 2 d ..per y 

annum. • - r„ 
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In the year 1 1 4 7 , William, earl of Albemarle, brought to Bitham, fouth-eaft 

of Grantham, a convent of Ciftertian monks, from Fountain Abbey m Iork~ 
Aire ; but thofe monks, finding fome inconvenience here, quickly removed to a 
.more pleafant place, in the parifli ofEdenham, called Yaudy Abbey, a very little 
way north-eaft of Bitham. It was given them by Jeffry de Brachecourt, or his 
lord, Gilbert de Gant, earl of .Lincoln, About the time of the fuppreffion. 
here were an abbat and thirteen monks, whole yearly revenues were valued at 
1.241. 5 s* 1 1 d. It was dedicated to the Virgin Mary. 

At Catley, near Grantham, Peter de Belingey built a priory in the time of 
king Stephen, for nuns and brethren of the Sempringham order, dedicated to the 
Virgin Mary., which was endowed upon the fuppreffion with 331. 8 s. 6d. per 
mnnum„ 

At Maltby, near Alford, there was a preceplory of the Templars, and after-
wards of the Hofpitale-rs, Randal, earl of Chefter, was the-Hrft donor. 

In a park at Bullington, north-eaft of Lincoln, Simon Fits William, or de 
Kyma, in the rime of king Stephen, built a religious lionfe for a prior and con-
vent of both fexes, under the rule of St. Gilbert of Sempringham. It was dedi-
cated to the Virgin Mary, and at the diffolution was endowed with 15 8'1. 7 s. i i c i . 
per annum,, . 

At a place formerly called Tunftal, fuppofed to have been near E irk.ton, there 
was a houfe of Gilbertine nuns, founded by Reginald de Crevequer, in the time 
of king Stephen, which feems to have been united to Bullington, by his foil 
Alexander. 

At Sixhiil, fouth-eaft of Market-Rafen, there was a Gilbertine priory of nuns.» 
dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and faid to have been founded by ———— Grelle, 
or Greilei. Its revenues upon the fuppreffion were valued at 1 35 L 9 s. per 

•mmum. . . . 

At No£ton, near Lincoln, Robert de Arecy, or D'Arcy, in the time of king 
Stephen, built a priory for Black canons, dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen. It 
had about the time of the diffolution live canons, with poifeffions worth 431. per 
annum. 

At North Ormefby, north-weft of Louth, William, earl of Albemarle, and 
Gilbert, fon of Robert de Ormefby, founded, in the time of king Stephen, a 
monaftery for nuns and brethren of the Sempringham order. It was dedicated to 
the Virgin Mary, and valued upon the general fuppreffion at 801. u s . iod, 
per annum. 

Hiio-o de Evermue, or Wake, gave the manor of Willesford to the abbey of 
Bee in Normandy, in the time" of king Stephen, upon which a priory of Bene-
di&ine monks from thence, was fixed here. It being feized into the king's hands 
.durincr the wars with France, it was at length, by the favour of Thomas Hoi* 
land, "earl of Kent, fettled on the abbey of Bourn, in this county. 

H h h z It 
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It is faid that there was an alien priory at a place called Willeketon, Will-

oughton, or Wyllyton, in this county; but it does not appear that there is any-
place in the county now known by that name, nor what place,, if any, was f o 
called. 

At Alvingliam, near Louth, there was, about the end of king Stephen's reign,, 
a priory of Gilbertine nuns and canons, dedicated to the Virgin Mary and St . 
Adelwold, but by whom founded is not certainly known. It was valued upors 
the fuppreffion at 128 1. 14s . 2d. per annum. 

At Greenfield, north-weft of Alford, Eudo de Greineiby and Ralph de Abi , 
his fon, before the year 1 1 5 3 , built a priory for nuns of the Ciftertian order, de-
dicated to St. Mary, in which, about the time of the fuppreffion, there were ten 
nuns, who had an eftate worth 63 1. 4 s. 1 d. per annum, 

At Berlings, near Lincoln, there was an abbey of Premonftratenfian canons,, 
dedicated to St. Mary, founded about the year 1 154 , and valued upon the fup-
preffion at 2421. 5 s. 1 1 d. per annum. 

At Cotham, Alan Muncels, or Monceaux, about the end of the reign of king 
Henry the Firft, built a Ciftertian nunnery, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, in 
which, at the diifolution, were a priorefs and twelve nuns, with revenues rated 
only at 401. per annum, 

At a place formerly called Aileiham, or Elleiham, near Thornton, Beatrix de 
Amundevill began an hofpital for feveral poor brethren, which her fon Walter 
confirmed and augmented, and committed to the care of a prior and regular 
canons, of the order of St. Auftin, before the year 1 166. This priory was de-
dicated to St. Mary and St. Edmund, and had but five canons a little before the 
fuppreffion, when its poifeffions were valued at 701. o s. 8d. per annum. 

Roger de Mowbray, or Goffridus de la Wyrch,, gave a place in this county 
formerly called the I Hand of Sandetoft, or Sauntoft, to the abbey of St. Mary 
in the city of York, about the beginning of the reign of king Henry the Se-
cond, upon which here was fettled a fmall Benedictine priory, cell to St. Mary» 

At South Witham, near the fource of the river Witham, there was a precep-
tor y of Knights Templars, as ancient as the year 1 164, to which Margaret de 
Perci, and Hubert de Ria, were great benefactors, if not founders. It came af-
terwards to the Hofpitalers. 

About the year 1 164 , king Henry the Second gave the manor of Haugh or 
Haugh on the Mount, near Grantham, to the abbey of St. Mary de Voto at 
Cherburgh in Normandy, which was founded by his mother, the emprefs Maud, 
and himfelf, fo that here was an alien priory of fome Auftin canons, fubordinate 
to that foreign monaftery. 

At Cameringham, north-weft of Lincoln, there was an alien priory, cell to the 
Premonftratenfian abbey of Blanch Lande in Normandy, the manor here being 

given 
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given to that abbey by the founders, Richard de Haya, and Maud his wife?' 
pretty early in the reign of king Henry the Second. About the nineteenth of 
king Richard the Second, Elizabeth, widow of Sir Nicholas Audley, purchafed 
this priory, and fettled it on the abbey of Hilton, near Brewood, a market town 
of Staifordihire. 

At Tupharn, near Horncaftle, there was an abbey of Premonftratenfian ca-
nons, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, founded by Alan de Nevill, and Gilbert,_ his 
brother, in the time of Henry the Second, in which, about the time of the diffo-
lution, there were nine religious,, who had a yearly income of iool. 14 s. lod. 

King Henry the Second, before the. year 1 1 7 3 , gave to St. Gilbert, and the 
canons of Sempringham, an iiland called Rucholm, within the bounds of Cad-
ney, upon the river Ankam, fouth of Glandford-bridge* to found a priory of 
their order, which was called Newftede, dedicated to the Trinity, and endowed 
at the dilfolution with 38 L 13 s. 5 d. per annum. 

In the beginning of the reign of king Henry the Third,, here was an hofpital 
or priory for canons of the order of St. Auftin and certain poor perfons, built and 
dedicated to the Virgin Mary, by William de Albini the third, Its yearly reve-
nues upon the fuppreilion were valued at 371. 6 s. 

At Hagneby, near Bullingbrook, Hubert, the fon of Alard de Orreby, and 
the lady Agnes his wife, in the year 1 1 7 5 , built a Premonftratenfian abbey, de-
dicated to St. Thomas of Canterbury, in which,, a little before the fuppreffion, 
were nine canons, whofe poffeffions were then valued at 87 1. i t s . 4d . per 
annum. 

At a place formerly called Heyninges, or Hevenynge, two miles diftant from 
Ganeiborough, there was a Ciftertian nunnery, founded by Robert Evermue,, 
about the year 1 180. It was dedicated to the Virgin Mary, had a priorefs and 
twelve nuns, with a yearly revenue of 49,1. 5 s. 2 d . 

At Mere, near Lincoln, there feems to have been a houfe of Templars, and 
afterwards of Hoipitalers, to which Swane le Rich, and Sir William Vileyn, were 
great benefactors, in the reigns of king Henry the Second and king John. 

At Grimfby there was a Benedi&ine nunnery, dedicated to St. Leonard, and 
founded before the year 1 185 , in which,, about the time of the fuppreffion, were 
a priorefs and feven or eight nuns, yet endowed with- no. more than 9I. 14 s.. 7 d, 
per annum., 

There was a houfe of Friars Heremites or Auftin Friars in this town about: 
the year 1 3 0 4 ; . . 

Here alfo was a c o n v e n t of Francifcan or Grey friars, founded in the. begin-
ning of the reign of king Edward the Second, if not before. 

At Temple Bruer, north-weft of Sleaford, before the year 1 185 , there was a 
preeeptory, firft of the- Knights Templars,, and afterwards of the Hoipitalers, 
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who had annexed fuch poffeffions to it, as were valued upon the fuppreffion at 
184! . 6 s. 8 d. per annum. 

At Kyme, fouth-weft of Tatterilial, Philip de Kyme, in the time of king Henry 
the Second, built a priory of Black canons, dedicated to the Virgin Mary. It 
confifted of about eight religious, and was poifeifed of lands and rents at the dif-
folution worth n o l . 4s. per annum. 

At Gokewell, north-eaft of Glandford-bridge, there was a Ciftertian nunnery, 
founded by William de alta Ripa, before the year 1 185 . It had a priorefs and 
fix nuns about the time of the diffolution, with a yearly income of 7 61. 12 s. iod. 

At Stanfield, weft of Horncaftle, Henry Percy, about the end of the reign of 
king Henry the Second, built and endowed a priory for nuns of the Benedictine 
order, which at the fuppreffion had belonging to it fixteen religious, whofe pof-
feffions were then valued at 98 1. 8 s. per annum. 

Richard de Humet, conftable of Normandy, in the time of king Henry the 
Second, gave the church of a place in this county, formerly called Limberg 
Magna, to the Ciftertian abbey of Aulney, or Aveney, in Normandy, to which 
this°became an alien priory, till it was fold by thofe foreign monks to the Car-
thufians of St. Anne near Coventry, in the fixteenth of Richard the Second. 

At Irford, north-eaft of Market Rafen, there was a fmall priory for nuns_ of 
iheJPremonftrateniian order, founded by Ralph de Albini, in the time of king 
Henry the Second. It was dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and had in it fix or 
eight religious about the time of the diffolution, when the revenues ot it were 
reckoned at 131 . 19 s. 3 d. per annum. 

At Humerftone, fouth-eaft of Grimfby, there was an abbey of Benedictine 
monks, built in the time of king Henry the Second, by William, the fon of Ran-
dolph,' the fon of Drogo, the fon of Hermerus. It was dedicated to St. Mary 
and St. Peter, and had yearly revenues upon the fuppreffion rated at 321. 1 1 s. 3 d. 

At Aflackby, two miles fouth of Fokingham, there feems to have been a pre-
ceptory or c o m m a n d r y of the Templars, founded by John le Marefchal, about 
the time of king Richard the Firft. 

At a place formerly called Neubo, or Newboth, there was an abbey of Pre-
monftratenfian canons, founded in the year 1198, by Richard de Malebiffe, and 
dedicated to the Virgin Mary. About the time of the fuppreffion here were eight 
canons, whofe eftate was valued then at the rate of 7 1 1 . 8s. id. per annum. 

At one or other, and perhaps at more than one of the following places, Karle-
dale, Keddington, and Halington, near Louth, there was a nunnery as early as 
the vear 1 i so , which feems to have been removed to Leghorn, not far from Al-
ford by Robert Fitz Gilbert of Leghorn or Tadwelle, before the firft year of 
W Tohn Here, upon the fuppreffion, were ten nuns of the Ciftertian order, 
w h o l e revenues were rated at 3 8 1. 8 s. 4 d. per annum. It was dedicated to the 
Virgin Mary. 
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A t Torkfey, on the eaft fide-of die New Town, ftood a priory of Black ca-
nons, built by king John, and dedicated to St. Leonard. It confided only of tour 
religious about the time of the diilblution, when its yearly revenues were valued 
at 131 . i s . a&. 

Alan, thefon of Henry earl of Brittany, in the year 120 2, gave the town and 
church of Weft Ravendale, near Grimfby, to the Premonftratenfian^ abbey of 
Beauport in Brittany, and fo it became a cell to that monaftery. This^ alien 
priory was upon its diifolution, the feventeenth of Henry the Sixth, valued at 14 L 
per annum. 

The church of a place formerly called Bondeby, or Bonby, that of Saxelby, 
near Lincoln, and of Stanford, fouth of G k n d f o r d - b r i d g e , being granted to the 
priory of St. Fromund in Normandy, by the prior and convent of Merton, m 
exchange for other revenues, in the beginning of king John's reign, there was 
foon afterwards an alien priory ere&ed at Bondeby. 

At Markby, near Alford, there was a priory of Black canons, built before the 
fifth of king John, by Ralph Fitz Gilbert, dedicated to St. Peter, and rated upon-
the fuppreffion at 1301. 13 s. per annum. 

At Glandford-bridge there was an ancient hofpital, founded by Adam PayneU 
in king John's time, fubordinate to the abbey of Selby, a market town of York-
fhire, one of the monks of which was mailer. 

At Holland Bridge, or Bridgend, not far from Fokingham, there was _a Gib 
bertine priory, founded in the time of king John, by Godwmus, a rich citizen of 
Lincoln, dedicated to our Saviour, and valued upon the diifolution at 5I. 1 s. l id , 
per annum. 

At Foffe n e a r Torkfey, there was a fmall B e n e d i d i n e nunneiy, begun by the 
i n h a b i t a n t s of Torkfey, upon fome demain lands belonging to the crown, pretty 
early in the time of king John, but king Henry the 1 hird confirming it is l a i d 
to have been the founder. It was dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and had m it 
eight nuns about the time of the diifolution, when their revenues were rated but 
at°7 1. 3 s. 6 d. per annum. 

At Wingall, fouth of Glandford-bridge, there was an alien priory, dedicated 
to St. John, "cell to the abbey of Sees in Normandy, to which it belonged, in the 
beginning of the reign of Henry the Third. 

The church and four carucates of land in the town of Long BenLngton north-
w e f t of Grantham, being given by Ralph de Filgerm; or 
bey of Savigney in Normandy, before the year 1 175 , here was an alien priory of 
-Ciftertian monks, fubordinate to that foreign monaitery. 

Stamford there was a priory of Benedictine monks, cell to the monaftery ..of 
Durham'; dedicated to St. Leonard. It was upon the fuppidHon valued at 
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25 1 . is . 2à . per annum,, and is now a farm houfe, and ftill called St. Cuthbert's 
Fee, 

On the eaft fide of the town, near the river, there was a convent of Domini-
can or Black friars, founded before the year 1240. 

Here was an houfe erf White or Carmelite friars, founded, as Speed thinks, 
by king Edward the Third, but Tanner thinks it more likely to have been founded 
by king Edward the Firft, in whofe time it occurs. 

Near the green ditch, in the weft fuburb of this town, clofe to St. Peter's a-ate 
was a priory of friars Auftins, kid to be begun by one Fleming, and finiihed 
by an archdeacon of Richmond. It was in being before the year 1340. 

On the eaft fide of the town, north of St. Leonard's, without Paul gate, ftood 
a houle of Grey or Franciican friars, founded before the forty-eighth of Edward 
the Third. 

The old bead-houfe* or hofpital, for a warden, a chaplain, twelve poor old 
men, and a nurfe, founded, and liberally endowed, by William Brown merchant 
of the ftaple, in 1493, was dedicated to All Saints, and valued at 541 . 12 s. 2 d 
per annum. It is yet ftanding. 

A t Skirbeck near Bofton, there was an old hofpital for ten poor people, dedi-
cated to St. Leonard, which being given, with the manor, in the year 1230, to the 
knights hofpitalers of St. John of Jerufalem, by Sir Thomas Multon, knight, 
fome of that order foon after fettled here ; upon which the hofpital was called Su 
John Baptift's. 

At Burwell, four miles weft of Alford, there was an alien priory of Benedictine-
monks, given by fome of the lords of Kyme to the abbey of St. Mary Silvse Majo-
ris, near Bourdeaux. After the general feizing of thefe houfes, this came to the 
.college of Tatterihal. 

At Hayham, near Burwell, there was an eftate and priory belono-ma to the Cluniac 
or Benedidtine abbey of St. Mary fan Sever, in the diocefe of°Conftance, which 
was of the foundation of Hugh the firft earl of Chefter. .This cell, then valued at 
twelve merks per annum., was, about the twentieth of Richard the Second, fettled 
upon the Carthuftan priory of St. Anne near Coventry. 

At a place in this county, formerly called Ickham, there was an alien prion/ 
partly in Lincolnihire and partly in Oxfordihire, granted to the college called 
God's houfe in Cambridge. 

At Dunftan, fouth-eaft of Lincoln, there was an ancient hofpital for leprous per-
fons, in the time of Henry the Third, which perhaps may be the fame with one at 
Mere, in or near the pariih of Dunftan, founded by Simon de Roppeie, before the 
year 1246. The mafterfhip was in the gift of the bifhop of Lincoln ; and, when 
the fee was vacant, of the dean and chapter/ It feems to have been fpared at the 
general ftippreffion, and to be yet in being. 

At 
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At Bofton there was a well endowed hofpital for poor men* before the tenth.o£ 
King Edward the Firit. 

Here was a houfe of Black friars, before the year 1288. 

In that part of the town weft of the river, there was a priory of Carmelite friars* 
founded by Sir Orreby, knight, about the year 1300. 

Here was a priory of Auftin friars, which feems to have been the foundation of 
king Edward the Second. 

A houfe of Grey, or Francifoan, friars was founded here by the Efterling 
merchants,, fays Leland but according to Stow, it was founded by John le Pyte-
hede_ 

At Grantham was-built an houfe for Francifcan, or Grey friars, about, the year 
1,290. 

At Spittle in the Street, between Ganefoorough and Market Rafen, there was a, 
chapel and hofpital dedicated to St. Edmund, founded before the fifteenth of Ed-
ward the Second, and augmented by Thomas Alton canon of Lincoln, m the time 
of king Richard the Second.. It is yet in being, and under the care. of. the dean 
and chapter of Lincoln.. 

At Spilfby there was a chapel,, which was made, collegiate for a mailer and 
twelve priefts,. by Sir John Willoughby, in the twenty-fecond of Edward the Third. 
It was dedicated to the Trinity. 

Near the pariih church of Holbech, Sir John de Kirketon, knight, founded an 
hofpital for a warden and fifteen, poor perfons,. dedicated to Ail Saints, about the 
year 1 3 5 1 . 

A d i o i n i n o - to Milwood park, in the iile of Axholm, fouth-weft of Glandfbrd-
bridge, flood a monaftery of the Carthuiians, called the Priory m the wood, or 
the houfe"of the Vifttation of the Virgin Mary, founded about the nineteenth year 
of kino- Richard the Second, by T h o m a s Mowbray, earl of Nottingham and earl 
marfnal of England, afterwards duke of Norfolk, and dedicated to bu Mary, St, 
John the Rvangelift, and St. Edward the king and conreifor. The yearly revenues 
of this priory, upon the diffolution, were rated at 2371. 15s, 2 d. 

At Tatterihal, there was a college for a mailer or warden, fix priefts, fix clerks, 
and fix chorifters, and an alms-houfe next the church-yard, for thirteen poor 
perfons" built and endowed bv Sir Ralph Cromwell, knight, m the feventeenth of 
Henry the Seventh: it was dedicated to the Trinity, St. Mary, St. Peter, St. John 
Evangelift, and St. John Baptiff, and valued, the twenty-fixth of king Henry the. 
Eighth, at. 348I. 5 s. u d . per annum. 

M E M B E R S . . 
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M E M B E R S of P A R L I A M E N T for this C O U N T Y . 

Lincolnihire fends twelve members to parliament; two knights of the fhire for 
the county two citizens for Lincoln, and two burgefies for each of the following 
boroughs, Stamfords Grantham, Bofton, and Grimfoy. 

E N D of the F I R S T V O L U M E - . 
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