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PRELIMINARY NOTES

Until John the First of Castilla abolished
it in 1383 and ordered it replaced by the
Christian, the Spanish era was usual in
Castilla in stating the year in the date of an
event. The Spanish era is the year 38
B. C. when Augustus, having completed
the subjugation of Spain, organized its
government. We can find the year in the
Christian era corresponding to a year in the
Spanish by subtracting 38 from the latter
(or: subtract 40 and add 2).

The name privilegio was particularly ap-
plied to the document attesting a royal
donation. The privilegio is called rodado
(wheeled) when the king’s signature, his
signo (mark), consisting in a cross, is placed
within or at top of a circle (the rueda) or
two concentric circles containing, written
by the scrivener, however, the king’s name

The

Privilegios
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in the inner and the names of his civil and
military ministers (mayordomo mayor and
alférez mayor) in the outer zone. In the
inner zone we find Signo del rey Don —;
in the outer zone we are told that the
mayordomo and the alférez confirman (con-
firm). Grouped about the signo rodado (or|
rueda for short) are the names of the other
confirmantes, to each appended the state-
ment that he confirma. Above the rueda ap-
pear the names of members of the royal
house, princes who are his vassals, and the
archbishops of Toledo and Santiago (de
Compostela). On each side of the rueda
are the names of magnates arranged in a
pair of columns, the first column exhibit-
ing names of ecclesiastics, the second lay-
men, the ricoshombres. The pair of columns
on the left of the rueda presents the mag-
nates of the kingdom of Castilla, that on
the right of the rueda, those of the kingdom
of Le6n. Beneath the signo rodado and its|
flanking columns of magnates are names of|
the great officials of the two kingdoms.
Last of all, the name and mark of the
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notary public who dictated and the notary,
public who penned the privilegio.

Four privilegios rodados are exhibited:
B8, B1o, B3, Bi4.

Carta partida means a divided or cut-in-
two deed, contract, ef cefera. If it w%
desired to take the form of a carta partida.
the document was written twice on the
e sheet, and the space between filled
with a section of the alphabet in big
capitals. Usually only the three first
letters of the alphabet were used, in which
case the trio was written several times. The
sheet was then cut in two, the cutting tool
being guided through the middle of the big
capitals. The two identical halves of the
written sheet were named dos cartas
partidas por A BC,and these were distributj
ed by the notary public to the two partie
in the transaction.

Two documents exhibited are carfas
pariidas: Bs and Bi2.

Cartas
partidas
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SPANISH MANUSCRIPT

DOCUMENTS
PRrRIVATE DOCUMENT Bi|South
Dated Sevilla 9 September 1426 s

Alfonso Garefa of Sevilla, wax-
chandler, gives to his son Fray
Bartolomé and his son’s Carthu-
sian monastery, Santa Maria de las
Cueras, near Sevilla, his chandlery
buildings; the gift not to take
effect until after the giver’s death.

PrIVATE DOCUMENT B2
Dated Cérdoba 31 December 1455
Alfonso Rodriguez of Zaragoza,
but inhabitant and householder in
Cérdoba, sells an olive-yard near
Cérdoba to Alfonso Garefa and
his wife Leonor Alfonso of Coér-
doba. The document is in two
parts, the second being the notary
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South
Arcade

public’s attestation of the taking
possession of the property by the
purchaser.

PrIVATE DOCUMENT B3

Dated Cérdoba 29 September 1482
Alfonso Gémez of Cérdoba sells to
Miguel Sdnchez de Aillén, canon of
the Cathedral of Cérdoba, two
parcels of vineyard land at the
village of Santa Marfa de Tras-
sierra.

PrivATE DOCUMENT By
Dated Sevilla 26 June 1398
This document is a bond in which
Maria Martinez of Sevilla, widow
of Alfonso Ruiz, as security for re-
payment of a loan of money made
to her by Juan Alfonso, priest of
Saint Mark’s, Sevilla, conveys to
him a mansion in that city.

PrivaTE DOCUMENT Bs
Dated Sevilla 28 May Era 1362 [1324 A.D.]
This is a carta partida. The upper half of
the capitals ABC appear at the top inverted
to the text.




DOCUMENTS 3
Juan Pérez de Villalvin of Sevilla South
Arcade

and his wife Sol Ferndndez, in re-
turn for two tombs and an ani-
versario in the Cathedral for the
husband’s mother and for their
own son, both dead, and for them-
selves when their time comes, be-
stow upon that church a per-
petual annuity to be drawn from
the earnings of tahonas (horse
mills) owned by the donors.

PrIVATE DOCUMENT

Dated Sevilla 20 May 1403
The dead Isabel Rodriguez de
Guzmén had taken her inherit-
ance with her into the Convent of
Santa Clara in Sevilla. One sixth
of this, however, was in the pos-
session of her brother Juan,
claimed by him as a purchase
from his sister. This claim dis-
puted by the nuns and taken by
them into court is here com-
promised: Juan Rodriguez de Guz-
mén shall keep the property but
shall pay therefor a sum of money
to the convent.

B6
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South
Arcade

RovAL DoCUMENT
John the Second of Castilla.
Reigned 1406-1454
Dated at his camp above Portillo 25 May

1445

Alfonso the Tenth in 1254 had
granted a charter to the town of
Alarc6n exempting the citizens
from nearly all kinds of imposts,
and ratification had been ob-
tained from a number of his sue-
cessors, for example, from John
the Second on the sixteenth of
March 1445. In two months the
Alarconese were back to tell the
king that unless he specify, the
tax collectors will not obey his
general order to respect their
rights. The king complies in the
charter before us. Nine copies of
earlier charters are inserted in his
own.

RovAL DoCUMENT. Privilegio rodado
Henry the Second of Castilla
Reigned 1369-1379

Dated Sevilla 26 May Era 1409 [1371 A.D.]

Bz

B8




in favour of the nuns of Santa
Clara in the city of Jaén author-
izing them to buy a certain quan-

tity of land for raising food and ~
keeping a thousand head of cattle;
grants them also a number of ex-
emptions and other privileges.

The King’s autograph signature
appears about the middle of the
document: Nos el rey.

PapAL DOCUMENT Bo
Dated Rome 18 May 1519 In Latin
A judicial decision during the reign of Leo
the Tenth who was Pope, 1513-1521

A controversy between the corpor-
ation of the hospital of Santa
Fscoldstica in Avila on the one
hand, and the Austin friars on the
other, over the possession of the
hospital, was taken to Rome by

the friars. Three times they lost,

and, no further appeal being pos-
sible, the costs incurred by the
winning hospital were assessed
against the Augustinians by the

final judge, Jacopo Simoneta. He

DOCUMENTS 5
Henry the Second utters a charter South
Arcade
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South
Arcade

then charged under pain of ec-
clesiastical punishment all sorts of
officials in Spain, ecclesiastic and
lay—he specifies some eighty
classes—with the collection of
these costs. Jacopo Simoneta
gives a sketch of the three trials,
inserting copies of the sentences of
his two predecessors together with
his own.

RovAL DoCUMENT. Privilegio rodado Bio

Henry the Second of Castilla

Reigned 1369-1379

Dated Fuentes de Andalucia 29 July Era

1416 [1378 A. D.]

By this charter, uttered to Alfonso
Ferndndez de Fuentes of Sevilla
and his wife Isabel de Belmaiia,
Henry the Second erects their
property into an entail (mayor-
azgo), namely: their castle at
Fuentes de Andalucia with its land
together with houses in Sevilla.
Nos el rey, the King’s autograph
signature is in the intermediate
vacant band on the right.




DOCUMENTS 7
PrivATE DOCUMENT B11/| South
Arcade

Dated Sevilla 25 August 1408

It is a deed of sale of real estate in

Sevilla. Inés Gonzdlez, widow of

Alfonso Martinez, sells several

shops to Juan Ferndndez de los

Rios. The deed is divided into

three parts:

1. Declaration by the seller that
she has sold the property and
received payment.

2. Declaration by the seller that
she has appointed her son-in-
law, Luis Franco, her agent to
execute the delivery.

3. Declaration by the notary
public who drew up the deed
that he was witness of said de-
livery and that he has been re-
quested by the purchaser to
attest that fact in writing.

Pr1VATE DOCUMENT Biz
Dated Sevilla 9 January Era 1364 [1326
A.D]

This is the lower half of a carta partida: at
top, three times, the lower half of ABC.

Juan Pérez de Villalvin of Sevilla
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South and his wife Sol Ferndndez con-
Arcade

vey to the corporation of the
Cathedral of Sevilla certain par-
cels of real estate in that city to
secure the perpetual saying of
masses for the husband’s dead
mother and the dead son of the
two donors and for themselves
when they shall die.

Rovar DocuMENT. Privilegio rodado Bi13

Alfonso the Tenth of Castilla

Reigned 1252-1284

Dated Aguilar de Campé 8 March Era
1293 [1255 A. D.]

Alfonso the Tenth confirms a
charter uttered by Alfonso the
Eighth at Arévalo, 19 December
Era 1225 [1187 A. D.], to Pedro
Rodriguez de Castro granting him
Villa Sillo and Villa Melendo
(now united in one municipality
and named Villasila y Villa-
melendro). A copy of Alfonso the
Eighth’s Latin charter is inserted
in the Castilian charter of Alfonso
the Tenth.
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RovAL DOCUMENT. Privilegio rodado Big|South
Alfonso the Eleventh of Castilla -
Reigned 1312-1350
Dated Sevilla 13 June Era 1365 [1327 A.D.]
In this charter Alfonso the
Eleventh confirms the confirma-
tion by his father Ferdinand the
Fourth of a charter uttered by the
latter’s father Sancho the Fourth
in favour of the Dominican friars
throughout his dominions exempt-
ing them from the payment of
local import duties on provisions
and granting other privileges.
Alfonso inserts copies of his
father’sand grandfather’s charters.
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