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N A M E . 

F - I R - ^ H I S county.was called M I D D L E S E X , from its having been inhabited by 
I the Middle Saxons, who were thus diftinguifhed, in refped of their fitua-

J L tion in the Middle between the three ancient kingdoms of the Eaft, Wei l , 
and South Saxons, by which they were lurrounded. 

B O U N D A R I E S and E X T E N T . 

This county is bounded by Hertfordiliire on the north; by the river Thames, 
which divides it from the county of Surry, on the fouth by the river Colne, 
which feparates it from Buckinghamfhire, on the weft -, and by the river Lea, which 
divides it from the county of Effex, on the eaft. It extends not above twenty-four 
miles in length, fcarce eighteen in breadth, and is not more than ninety-five in 
circumference; bu_ . ^ comprehends the two yaft cities of London and Weft-

Vox. IL B minfter, 

" " f t " " " 



M I D D L E S E X , 

mi niter, which Hand in the fouth-eaft part of the county, it is by much the weat-
thieft and moil populous county in England. 

R I V E R S . 

T h e rivers of this county are the Thames, the Colne, the Lea, and the New 
River ; and thefe, as they water the counties of Berks, Bucks, EiTex, and 
Hertford, have each of them been already defcribed. 

A I R and S O I L . 

T h e air of Middlefex is very pleafant and healthy, to which a fine gravelly foil 
contributes not a little. T h e foil produces plenty of corn-, and the county 
abounds with fine fertile meadows and gardeners grounds for the art of gardening,, 
affifted by the rich compoft from London, is brought to much greater perfection 
in this county than in any other part of Britain. 

N A T U R A L P R O D U C T I O N S and M A N U F A C T U R E S . 

Its natural productions are cattle, corn and fruit; and its manufactures are too 
many to be enumerated., 

C I Y I L and E C C L E S I A S T I C A L D I V I S I O N S . 

This county is divided into fix hundreds, and two liberties : It contains two 
cities, and five market towns: It lies in the province, of Canterbury, and diocefe 
of London ; and, exclufive of London and Weftminfter, has feventy-three parifhes,. 
befides chapels of eafe. 

C I T I E S and M A R K E T T O W N S . 

T h e cities are London and W e f t m i n f t e r a n d the market, towns are Brentford, 
Edgware, Enfield, Stanes, and Uxbridge.. 

L O N D O N and W E S T M I N S T E R - , though diftindt cities as to their jurifdiCtions, and 
formerly, indeed, as to their fituations', are now united by the fuburbs of both 
cities, fo as to form one vait metropolis. T h e borough of Southwark, in the 
county of Surry, which is alfo united to London by a bridge over the Thames, 
called London-bridge, is only a member or fuburb of the city of London * • and 
the cities of London and Weftminfter, together with the borough of Southwark» 
are but three diftrifts, which, except within their refpettive jurifdictions, are indis-
criminately comprehended by the general name of London, though each differs in 
the manner of government, and each, as a. diftind corporation, fends members to. 
parliament. 

* In the year 1550, the citizens of London having purchafed of K i n g Edward V I . the borough o f 
Southwark, with divers privileges belonging to it, eredied it into a new ward, by the name of Bridge-
ward Without. But the power granted them by charter not proving fufficient to fupport their tit-j^to this 
borough, by excluding thg.juftices or peace for the county o f Surry from interfering in its government, 
it is therefore only a nominal ward : However, it is that of the fenior alderman, called the Father of. the 
City 1 who generally, by his great age, is. rendered unable to undergo the fatigue of builnefa.. 



M I D D L E S E X . ! 

T h e name London has fcarcely fuffered any variation iince the time of the R o -
mans • for it is called Londinhm and Longidinium by Tacitus, I tolemy, and 
Antoninus. Stephanus calls it and Ammianus, Lundinum. I he an-
cient Britons called it Lundayn, and the Saxons Lorifcen-ceafceji , L o n - p e n - b y j ^ , 
.and Lont>en-nic. Some think that this city took its name from Undum, a city 
of the Ifle of Rhodes i but others, that the name London was formed of the rin-
tiih words Llhwn, a wood, and Dittos, a city or town, f igmfying a city in a wood. 
A n d indeed both Gr iar and Strabo affure us, that the ancient-Britons lived in 
fenced woods, and groves. It has been alfo fuppofed, that the name London 
mio-ht be derived from the Britiih words Lhong, a ¡hip, and Binas a city; and to 
W f y a city, or harbour of ¡hip: This conjedure is favoured by the name Longi-
dinium and alfo by the name Long-porth, i . e . * port, or harbour of ¡hips; by which 
this city is called in an ancient Britiih fong. Others derive the name from the 
Britiih words Llawn, which fignifies full, and Dyn, a man,, that is, a populous 
'Place But whatever be the etymology of the name London, it is certain that this 
city flouriihed fo much under the Romans, that they changed this name to that of 
J u r u f a , as appears from Ammianus Marcellinus, who lived in the time of the 
emperor Valentinian. T h e name Augufta was thought the moft honourable and 
auipicious that could be conferred, and was never given without the confeiit or the 
Roman emperors - But whether it had the name Augufta from Hellena Augufta, the 
mother of Conftantine the Great, or from the Legio Secunda Augufta, that refided 
for fome time in this city, does not appear: It is only known, that this city, 
fome time afterwards, loft the name Augufta, and recovered its ancient name, Lon-
don, by which it is called at this day. 

London is fituated in fifty-one degrees and thirty minutes north latitude and 
beino- the metropolis of the Britiih dominions, _ is the meridian from which all Bri-
tiih geographers compute the meafures of longitude. 

London is fuppofed to be equal, if not fuperior, to every other city upon earth\ 
for the numbers and wealth of its inhabitants, its extenfive commerce, its admir-
able policy, its many eftabliihments to promote literature, manufaftures and trade, 
and its numerous foundations of charity to fupport the indigent, and relieve every 
fpecies of diftrefs. It was a Roman city and very early under the Romans was 
•celebrated for the multitude of its merchants, and the vaft extent of its trade. 
Durino- the Saxon heptarchy, it was the metropolis of the kingdom of the Eaft 
Saxons', and was always the chief refidence df the kings of England. Its firic 
c h a r t e r f r o m William the Conqueror, dated in the year i c 6 7 , is ilill preferved m 
the city archives. But as the moft itfccind hiftory that could be drawn up of this 
oreat and ancient city would much exceed the utmoft bounds that can be allotted 
to the whole article in this work, it is neceffary to proceed to a deicription of its 
prefent ftate. 

London is fituated to great advantage, on the north fide of the Thames, on a 
senile rife from that river, and on a gravelly and loamy foil, which conduces very 
much to the health of its inhabitants. T h e country round it confifts of gardeners 
grounds, delightful plains, and beautiful elevations, adorned with a great number 
^magnificent3country houfes, belonging to the citizens. 
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For twenty miles round London, the roads leading to it are the. fineft that can be 
imagined; being kept in conftant repair by a toll collected at turnpikes ; and the 
diftances from London in all the great roads to it throughout Britain, are marked 
on ftone polls, called mile-ftones, fet up, one at the end of every meafured mile. 

N o city is better lighted in the night than London; the allowance for the pub-
lic lamps being more than 10,000 1. a-year, exclufive of many thouland lamps 
belonging to public houfes and others, which are lighted at..the private expence of 
particular citizens. 

T h e cities of London and Weftminfter are better fupplied with water than per-
haps any^other in the world: Almoft every houfe is furnifned with pipes, which-
bring it in great plenty from the Thames, the New River head, or from fome 
ponds at Hampftead, a village in the neighbourhood': T h e city alio abounds with 
fine fprings, fome of which are medicinal. 

London and Weftminiler are reckoned to extend feven miles and an half 
in length, from Blackwall in the eaft, to Tothill-fields, or to the fields beyond 
Grofvenor and Cavendifh fquares, in the w e f t a n d fix miles three quarters along 
the Thames, from Poplar to Peterborough houfe, beyond Weftminfter horie-
ferry : The_ breadth, from Newington Butts, on the fouth fide of the borough of 
Southwark in Surry, to Jeffrey's alms-houfes in Kingiland road in Middlefex, is 
three miles thirty-one poles-, though in other places, as from Peterborough 
houfe to the Britifh Mufseum, it is but two miles •, and in others, as in Wapping, 
not half a mile : And the circumference is judged to be at leaft eighteen miles. 

In the year 1739, it was computed, that in the cities and fuburbs of London and 
Weftminfter, there were 5099 ftreets, lanes, and alleys, 95968 houfes, and about 
726, 000 inhabitants: But iince this computation, many new ftreets have been 
built. 

The civil government of the city of London, as diftinft from Weftminfter, is 
veiled in a mayor, who has the title of Lord, twenty-fix aldermen, a recorder, a 
chamberlain, 23.6 common-council men, and other officers. 

T h e lord mayor is elefted annually at Guildhall, on Michaelmas day, when the 
aldermen below the chair, who have ferved the office of fheriff, are put in nomina-
tion, out of whom the liverymen, who are chofen from among the freemen of each 
company, and are about 8000 in number, return two to the court of aldermen, 
who uiually chufe the fenior alderman: Upon the 8th of November he "is iworm in-
to his office at Guildhall, and the next day he is inaugurated at Weftminfter. 
For this purpofe, he is met in the morning by the aldermen and iheriffs at 
Guildhall, from whence they ride with great ftate in their coaches to the ftairs on 
the Thames fide, called the Three Cranes, where they take water in the lord 
mayor's barge, being attended by the barges of the twelve principal companies, and 
others, in their furred gowns, with their mufic, colours, and ftreamers ; and faluted 
from the ihore and water by great guns. After landing at Palace-yard, Weft-
minfter, the companies march in order to Weftminfter-hal.l, follov/ed by the lord 

mayor 
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mayor and aldermen : Having- entered the hall, they walk round it with the city 
{word and mace carried before them, to falute the courts fitting there; and then 
walk up to the court of exchequer, where the new lord mayor is fworn before the 
barons. His lordihip then walks round the hall again, and invites the judges to» 
dinner at Guildhall-, after which he returns with the citizens by water- to Black-
friers from whence they ride in their coaches, preceded by the artillery compa-
ny, being a band of infantry, conilituting part of the city militia,, in-buff coats ; 
and attended by the city companies, with their flags and mufie, to Guildhall, 
where they generally meet the lord chancellor, the judges, feveral of the nobility, 
the minifters of ilate, and foreign ambaifadors, who are invited to a magnificent 
entertainment-, which is alfo fometimes, honoured with the prefence of the king, 
queen, and princes of the blood. 

T h e lord mayor's jurifdictioiT extends, in fome cafes, a great way beyond the 
city-, not only over a part of the fuburbs, but upon the river Thames, eaft as far 
as its conflux with the Medway, and weft to the river Colne : And he keeps 
courts annually for the confervation of the river Thames, in the counties it flows 
through, within the limits already mentioned. He always appears abroad in a 
ftate coach.; he is robed in fcarlet or purple, richly furred, with a hood of black 
velvet,, a great gold chain, or collar of SS , and a rich jewel hanging to i t ; and 
his officers walk before, or on each fide of his coach. H e ufualiy goes on Sun-
day morning, attended by fome of the aldermen, to St. Paul's cathedra], where, 
on the fir ft Sunday in term time, ail or moft of the twelve judges are prefent, 
whom, after divine fervice, he invites to dinners If a lord mayor eleft refufes ta 
ferve, he is liable to be fined. 

T h e city is divided into twenty-fix wards ; overreach of thcfe.-wards there is an 
alderman-, and on the death of. any of the twenty-fix aldermen, the wardmote, 
which is a court kept in every ward of the city, upon a precept immediately ifilied 
by the lord mayor, meet and return the names of two fubftantial citizens to his 
lordihip, and his brethren the aldermen, who chufe one of them; and he .that is 
chofe inuft ferve, or pay a fine of . 5.00 L . Al l . the aldermen are juftices of the-
peace in the city by charter. 

T h e two fneriffs of this city, which' is a county of itfelf, are alio íheriíTs of the 
county of Middlefex, and are chofen at Guildhall on Midfummer day, by the live-
rymen, but not fworn till Michaelmas-eve, when they enter on their office ; and 
two days after are prefented in the Exchequer court in Weftminfter-hall, to the 
lord chancellor, by the lord mayor and aldermen. Each fheriff has an under-
ineriff, fix clerks, thirty-fix ferjeants ; and every ferjeant a yeoman, who belongs 
to either of the prifons, called Woodftreet compter, or the Poultry compter. 
If the perfon chofen fheriff does not chufe to ferve, he is fined 400 1. to the 
city, and 13 1. 6 s. 8 d. to the minifters of the city prifons, unlels he fwears 
himfelf not worth 10,000 h and if he ierves, he is obliged to give .bond, to the. 
corporation. 

After the fheriffs are eleóted, the livery chufe the chamberlain of the .city, and 
other officers, called the bridge-mailers, auditors of the city and bridge-houfe ac-
counts, and the ale-conners. The recorder is appointed by the lord mayor, and 
court of aldermen : His place is for life. 

The 
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T h e common council, confiables, and other officers, are chofen by the houfe-' 
keepers of the. ward, on St. Thomas's day, at a wardmote then held by the alder-' 
man., 

T h e court of common council, which is the name given to the affemblyof the 
.lord mayor, aldermen, and common council men, make bye-laws for the city ' 
and, upon occafion, grant freedoms to ftrangers. It is called and adjourned by 
the lord mayor and out of it are formed feveral committees for letting the city 
lands, and other fervices. & 

T h e lord mayor and court of aldermen, are a court of record, in which all leafes 
and inftruments are executed, that pais under the city feal. T h e y fix the price of 
bread, determine all differences relating to lights, water-courfes, and party-walls, 
iufpend or puniih offending officers, and annually ele£t the rulers of the water-
mens company : T h e y alfo appoint moft of the city officers, as the four common 
pleaders, the comptroller of the chamber, the two fecondaries, the remembran-
cer, the city folicitor, the fword-bearer, the common hunt, the water bailiff", four 
attorneys of the lord mayor's court, the clerk of the chamber, the three fe'rjeant 
carvers, three ferjeants of the chamber, the ferjeants of the channel, the two mar-
shals, the hall-keeper, the yeomen of the chamber, four yeomen of the water-
fide, the yeomen of the channel, the under water-bailiff, two meal weighers two 
fruit meters, the foreign taker, the clerk of the city works, fix younc^men' two 
clerks of the papers, eight attorneys of the iheriffs court, eight clerk l i tters ' two 
prothonotaries, the clerk of the bridge-houfe, the clerk of the court of requefts, 
.the beadle of the court of requefts, thirty-fix feijeants at mace, thirty-fix yeomen' 
the ganger, the fealer and fearchers of leather, the keeper of the green-yard, two 
keepers of the two compters, of Newgate and of Ludgate, the meafurer, the'ftew-
ard of Southwark, the bailiff o f the hundred of Offulfton, and the city'artificers • 
but the rent-gatherer is put in by Mr. Chamberlain, and the high bailiff of 
Southwark, by the common council. 

T h e court of Huftings, thus called from the Daniih Hus-ding, i. e. a houfe of 
judgment, is reckoned the moft ancient tribunal in the city, and was eftabliihed 
for the prefervation of its laws, franchifes, and cuftoms. It is held at GuildhaD 
before the lord mayor and iheriffs, and the recorder, who, in civil caufes fits 
there as judge. Here deeds are inrolled, recoveries paffed, wills proved, and'out-
lawries fued out and writs of right, wafte, partition, dower, and replevins, deter-
mined. Here alio die four representatives of this city in parliament are elected by 
the liverymen of the city, who, out of eight candidates that are ufually fet up 
make choice of four. * 5 

T h e lord mayor's court is likewife a court of record and of equity, held 
in the chamber of Guildhall every Tuefday, where the recorder alfo'fits as 
judge, and the lord mayor and aldermen may, if they pieafe, fit with 
him. A d i o n s of debt, t'refpafs, and others, arifing within the city and li-
berties, o f any value, may be entered and tried in this as in other courts • and'an 
aftion may be removed hither from the iheriffs courts, before the jury is fworn 
T h i s court has an office peculiar to itfelf, confifting of four attorneys, and fix fer* 
jeants at mace. T h e juries for trying caufes in this and in the iheriff's court are 
returned by the ieveral wards, at their wardmote inqubils at Chriftmas, when 

each 
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each ward appoints the perfons to ferve on juries, for every month in the enfuing 
year. 

• 

T h e iheriffs have two courts, which alfo are courts of record for the trial' of 
aftions of debt, cale, trefpafs, account, covenant, attachments and fequeilrations. 
T h e y are held on Wednelday and Friday for aftions entered in Woodftreet comp-
ter, and on Thurfday and Saturday for fuch as are entered in the Poultry compter. 
T o thefe courts belong eight attorneys, two fecondaries, who allow and return alL 
writs, two clerks of the papers, who copy fubpcenas, two prothonotaries, who copy 
declarations, and eight clerk-fitters, who enter adtions and take bails. 

T h e chamberlain has a court or office, which is held at the chamber in Guild-
hall. H e receives and pays all the city caih, keeps the fecurities taken for it by 
the court of aldermen, and annually accounts to the auditors appointed for that, 
purpofe. H e attends every morning at Guildhall, to in roll or turn over appren-
tices, or make them free, and hears and determines differences between them and 
their mailers. 

The orphans court is a court held by the lord mayor and aldermen, once 
a-year or oftner, for managing the affairs of the city orphans, or freemens chil-
dren, under twenty-one years of age. T h e common ferjeant takes inventories of 
fuch freemens eilates, and the common crier fummons their widows, or other ex-
ecutors and adminiftrators, to appear before the court of aldermen, to bring in an 
inventory, and give fecurity for the teilator's eftate. When the orphans are of 
age, or are married with confent of the court, of aldermen, they may receive their 
portions upon demand. 

T h e court of confcience is a court ereiled by adl of parliament, in the year .1606, 
for recovering debts under forty (hillings, at an eafy expence •, the creditor's oath-
of the debt being fufficient to ascertain it, without further evidence. T w o alder-
men and four commoners, thofe of each ward being appointed monthly in their 
turn by the lord mayor and court of aldermen, fit at the Huitings in Guildhall, 
every Wednefday and Saturday, as commiiiioners of this court. 

A wardmote court is a court held by the alderman of each ward,, forchuiing 
the officers, and fettling the affairs of the ward; and this court prefents fuch o t 
fences and nuiianc.es to the lord mayor, and common council, as demand redrefs. 

A hallmote court is fo called, becailfe it is held by the governors of the feveral. 
companies, at their refpeihve halls. T h e intention of this court is to regulate 
matters relating to the trade of each company. 

T h e military government o f this city is lodged in a lieutenancy, confifting of 
the lord mayor, aldermen, and other principal citizens, who receive their autho-
rity from the king, by commiffion. ' Thefe have under their command, the city 
trained bands, confiding of fix regiments of foot, diflinguiihed by the names of 
the white, orange, yellow, blue, green and red; each confiding of. eight compa-
nies of 150 men each, and the whole of 7200 men. Befides thefe fix regiments, 
here, is a corps called the artillery company, from its being taught the military ex-
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ercife in the Artillery ground. This company is indépendant of the reft, and 
conflits of feven or eight hundred volunteers. A l l thefe, with two regiments of 
foot, of eight hundred men each, commanded by the lieutenant of the Tower of 
London, make the whole militia o f this city, exclufive of Weftminfter and South-
wafk, above ten thoufand men, including officers and drums, 

London is a biihop's fee, the diocefe of which .not only comprehends Midd-le-
fex, EiTex, and part of Hertfordihire, but the Britiih plantations in America. 
T h e biihop of London takes place next to the archbiihops of Canterbury and 
Y o r k : But the following pariihes of this city are -exempt from his jurifdidion, be-
ing; peculiars under the .immediate government of the archbiihop of Canterbury : 
Aihallows -in Breadftreet, Alhallows Lombard-ftreet, St. Diony's Back-church, St. 
Bunftan's in the Eaft, St. John Baptift, St. Leonard's Eaftcheap, St. Mary Alder-
mary, St. Mary Bothaw, St. Mary le Bow, St. Michael Crooked-lane, St. Mi-
chael Royal, St. Paneras Soper-lane, and St. Vedaft Fofter-lane. Before the 
great fire, which in 1666, burnt down almoft all the city of London, and is 
thence called the fire of London, there were 97 pariihes within the walls c f this 
city, and 17 without, which made the number of pariihes in the city and liberties 
r i 4 , exclufive of thofe in the city and liberties of Weftminfter, and in the bo-
rough of Southwark. There are however at prefent no more than fixty-two paro-
chial churches in the city and liberties of London, and confequently no more parifîi 
priefts. 

T h e ftreets, markets, churches, fc'hools, halls, and other public buildings in 
this city and its liberties, are too numerous to be mentioned, much lefs to be de-
fcribed, within the bounds allotted to this article ; fo that the moil remarkable only 
muft be feleded. 

In Bridge-ward within, the principal ftrudure is London-bridge, from which 
Bridge-ward within and Bridge-ward without were denominated. T h e original 
bridge was of wood, and appears to have been firft built between the years 993, 
and 1016-, but being burnt down about the year 1136, it was rebuilt of wood in 
1163. T h e expences however of maintaining and repairing it became fo burden-
ibme to the inhabitants of the city, that it was refolved to build a ftone bridge a 
little weftward of the wooden one. This building was begun in 1176, and finifh-
ed in 1209. It confifted of 20 arches, was 915 feet long, 44 feet high, and 73 
feet wide -, but houfes being built on each fide, the ftreet or interval between them 
was only twenty-three feet broad. T h e narrownefs of this paffage having occafion-
ed the lofs of many lives, from the number of carriages continually paiïing and re-
pairing -, and the ftraitnefs of the arches, and the enormous fize of the ilerlings, 
which took up one fourth part of the water-way, and rendered the fall at low water 
no lefs than five feet, having alfo occafioned frequent and fatal accidents, the magi-
ftrates of London, in 1756, obtained an a d of parliament, for improving, widen-
ing and enlarging the paifage over and through this bridge} which granted them 
a toll for every carriage and horfc paiTing over it, and for every barge or veffel 
with goods paifing through it : But thefe tolls, being found infuffkient, were abo-
liihed by an ad , which paifed in 1758, for explaining, amending, and rendering 
the former a d more eifedual, and for granting the city of London money towards 
carrying on that work. In confequence of thefe ads of parliament, a temporary 
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wooden bridge was built, and the houfes on the old bridge were taken down. In-
flead of a narrow flreet, twenty-three feet wide, there is now a paiTage of thirty-
one feet for carriages, with a handfome raifed pavement of ilone on each fide, 
feven feet broad, for the ufe of foot paifengers: T h e fides are fecured and adorned 
by fine ilone baluilrades, enlightened in the night with lamps. T h e paffage 
through the bridge is enlarged, by throwing the two middle arches into one, and 
by federal other alterations and improvements. 

Under the firil, fecond, and fourth arches, from the north-fide of the bridge, 
there are engines, worked by the flux and reflux of the river-, the water of which 
they raife to fuch a height, as to fupply many parts of the city. Thefe engines 
were contrived, in 1582, by one Peter Morice, a Dutchman, and called London-
bridge water works. 

Near the north-fide of London bridge, flands a beautiful and magnificent fluted 
column, of the Doric order, built with Portland ilone, and called the Monu-
ment. It was ereded to perpetuate the memory of a moil dreadful fire that broke 
out near the place where it flands, upon the 2d of September, in the year 1666, 
and deftroyed almoft the whole of this city, whence it is called the fire of London. 
This column, which was begun in 1671, and finifhed in 1677, is 15 feet diameter, 
and 202 feet high from the ground, the exad diilance of the very fpot from it, 
where the fire firil broke out. It ftands on a pedeftal, 40 feet high, and 21 feet 
fquare, adorned with emblems in alto and baiTo relievo : within it is a fpiral ilair-
cafe of black marble, containing 345 fteps, with iron rails, leading to a balcony* 
encompailing a cone, which is 32 feet high, and fupports a blazing urn of brafs 
gilt. It is obferved of this column, that, like Trajan's pillar at Rome, it is built 
in form of a candle. There is an infcription upon this monument, purporting;, 
that the fire was kindled and kept up by papiils: this indeed is the f a d it was built 
to commemorate; which, notwithstanding, has been lefs and lefs believed, as the 
ipirit of party has decayed with ignorance and fuperilition ; and at prefent it is al-
moft univerfally agreed to be falfe, the very infcription itfelf being fallacious and 
equivocal. It tells us, that two perfons were executed upon the fpot as incen^ 
diaries and that they confefled, not that they fet the houfe on fire where the con^ 
fiagration began, but that the conflagration began at that houfe. 

In Tower-ward, the moil eafterly ward of the city, is a tower, called the Tower 
of London, from which the ward took its name, and which anciently was a royal 
palace, but is now the chief fortrefs of the city. It ftands near the Thames, and is 
fuppofed to have been originally built by William the Conqueror, about the year 
1076, when it coniiited of that part only called the White Tower, which was new 
built in 1637, and 1638. A great number of additional buildings have been fince 
added; for here are now a church, the offices of ordnance and of the mint, thofe 
of the keepers of the records, of the jewel office, of the Spanifh armoury, of the 
horfe armoury, of the new or fmall armoury, barracks for the foldiers of the ffarri-
fon, handfome houfes for the chief officers refiding in the Tower, and for other per-
sons5 fo that the Tower at prefent appears more like a town than a fortrefs. Kino-
William Rufus, in 1098, furrounded the Tower with walls, and a deep ditch*' 
which, in fome places, is 120 feet wide, and which, in 1758, was railed all round' 
Lately new barracks were ereded on the Tower wharf, 'which parts it from the 
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river; and upon the wharf is a line of about fixty pieces of cannon, which are fired 
upon ftate holidays on this fide of the Tower the ditch is narrow, and over it is a 
draw-bridge. Under the Tower wall, on the fame fide, is a water-gate, commonly 
called Traitor's-gate, becaufe it had been cuftomary to.convey traitors and other 
Hate prifoners through it by water, to and from the Tower. T h e principal en-
trance to the Tower is by two gates, one within the other, on the weft fide, both 
large enough to admit coaches and heavy carriages, and parted by a flrong ftone 
bridge, built over the ditch. On the north, eaft, and weft fides of the Tower-
ditch, is a very fpacious area, called Great and Little Tower-hill. 

T h e principal officers of the Tower are, a coriffcable,. a lieutenant* and a deputy-
lieutenant. 

Belonging to the Tower there are eleven hamlets, the militia of which, confifting' 
of 400 men, are obliged, at the command of the conftable of the Tower, t o repair 
thither, and reinforce the garrifon. 

On Little Tower-hill, is the Vi£tualing-office, for furnifhing his majefty's n a v y 
with victuals. It is feparated from Tower-hill by a wall and gates, and contains-
houfes for the officers, ftore-rooms, flaughter-houfes, a brew-houfe, a falting-houfe: 
and a barreling-houfe, under the direction of feven commiffioners,. and other infe-
rior officers. 

Near Tower-hill is the Navy-office, where all affairs relating^ to the royal navy 
are managed by the commiffioners under the lords of the admiralty. This is a 
very plain, but convenient building. T h e office where, the commiffioners meet,, 
and the clerks keep their books, is detached from the reft, as a precaution againft. 
accidents by fire, the papers here being of the utmoft importance. In the other, 
part of the building, ibme of the commiffioners, and other officers, refide. 

In Tower ward is alfo the Cuftqm-houfe, erected for the receipt of his majeftyV 
cuftoms on goods imported and exported. It is a large, handfome, and commo-
dious building of brick and ftone. It ftands upon the bank of the Thames, and 
is accommodated with large warehoufes underneath and 011 each fide, for the recep-
tion of goods on the public account: and on that fide next the Thames, a great 
extent of ground is taken up with wharfs, keys and cranes, for landing goods,. 
T h e Cuftom-houfe is governed by nine commiffioners, who are entrufted with the. 
whole management of his majefty's cuftoms in all the ports of England. 

Lime-ftreet ward is remarkable for a veiy large building, of great antiquity^., 
called Leadenhall, with flat battlements leaded on the top, and a fpacious fquare 
in the middle. In this edifice are warehoufes for the fale of leather, Colchefter • 
baize, meal, and wool. Adjoining to Leadenhall is a market, thence called. 
Leadenhall market, confifting of five considerable fquares or courts, and reckon-
ed one of the greateft markets in Europe for fieih and other provifions, alfo for 
leather, green hides, and wool. 

In Broad-ftreet ward is Grefham College, founded agreeable to the will of Sir 
Thomas Greiham, dated in July 1575, for ledtures in divinity, aftronomy, geo-

metry. 
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metry, civil law, rhetoric, phyfic, and mufic. Here is a profeiFor of each fciencc,, 
with a falary of 50 1. -per annum. T h e building is of brick, and is covered with 
ilate, inclofing a court of 144 feet fquare. It has a large hall for the public lec-
tures, and commodious apartments for the feveral profeffors. But it is complain-
ed, that this noble inftitution is infamoufly perverted, having been of late confi-
dered as a provifion for obfcure and neceffitous perlons, totally ignorant of their 
profefllon. T h e mayor and commonalty of the city of London, together with, the 
mercers company, are the truftees. 

Near Greiham College, and in the fame ward, is the Pay-office of the royal navy, 
under the diredion of a treafurer and paymafter. 

f 
•c 

In this ward is alfo the Bank of England, a itone building, confifting of two quad-
rangles, begun in 1732, and finiihed in 1735. T h e principal front is about 80 feet 
in length, and is of the Ionic order, raifed on a ruftic bafement, in a goodfti le. 
T h e top is adorned with a baluftrade, and handfome vafes. In the firft 01* exterior 
court is the hail, which is of the Corinthian order, and is feventy-five feet long and 
forty broad: it is wainfeotted about eight feet high, has a fine fretwork deling, 
and a ftatue of king William the Third, with a Latin infeription. On the eaft and 
weft fides of the interior court, is an arcade j and on the north fide is the accompt-
ants office, which is fixty feet long, and twenty-eight broad. Over this office, and 
on the other fides, are handfome apartments, with a fine ftair-cafe, adorned witii 
fret-work ; and under it are large ftrong vaults, with iron gates, for the preferva-
tion of the money. T h e Bank is under the government of a governor, a deputy-
goVernor, and twenty-four diredors, eftabliihed by a d of parliament, in 1693, by 
the title of the governor and company of the bank of England. 

T h e Royal Exchange, which is the burfe or meeting place of the merchants o f 
London, ftands in the ward of Cornhill, and is the fineft and ftrongeft fabric of the 
kind in Europe. It was firft built of brick, in 1567, at the expence of Sir T h o : 

mas Greiham, and in 1570, was proclaimed the Royal Exchange, in a folemn 
manner, by herald with found of trumpet, at the command, and in the prefence of 
Queen Elizabeth. That ftrudure being deftroyed by the fire of London, in. 1666, 
it was rebuilt of Portland ftone, and ruftic work, in a much more magnificent 
manner, as it now ftands, at the expence of 8e,oool . O f this building king 
Charles the Second laid the firft ftone in 1667, and it was finiihed in 1669. T h e 
whole is a parallelogram, 203 feet in length, and 171 feet in breadth, inclofing an 
area 144 feet long, and 117 feet broad. This area is furrounded with piazzas, 
forming ambulatories for the merchants to ihelter themfelves from the weather. 
T h e area is paved with fine pebbles, and the ambulatories with black and white 
marble. Upon a marble pedeftal, in the centre of the area, is a fine ftatue of 
king Charles the Second, in a Roman habit, fet up at the.charge of the merchant-
adventurers, in 1684. Under the piazzas within the Exchange are twenty-eight 
niches, all vacant except two one in the north-weft angle, where is the llatue of 
Sir Thomas Greiham, and the other at the fouth-weft, in which is a ftatue of Sir 
John Barnard, a magiftrate of exemplary virtues, who had.twice been .lord mayor 
of the city, and many years reprefented it in parliament, and who is ftill living. 
Above the arches of thefe piazzas is an entablature, with curious enrichments, and 
-on the cornice a range of pilafters, with an entablature, extending round, and a 

C 2 eompafs 



M I D D L E S E X . ! 

compafs pediment in the middle of the cornice o f each of the four fides. In the 
inter-columns are twenty-four niches, nineteen of which are filled with the ftatues 
of the kin^s and queens of England, from king Edward the Firft to his prefent 
majefty, alf adorned with the enfigns of royalty, except thofe of king Charles the 
Second, king James the Second, and k ing George the Second, which are habited 
like the emperors of Rome. In each of the two principal fronts of this building, 
on the fouth and north, is a piazza, and in the middle of each is an entrance into 
the area, under an arch, which is extremely coftly and magnificent. On each fide 
of the fouth entrance, in the inter-columns, is a niche, one containing a ftatue of 
kino- Charles the Firft, and the other a ftatue of Charles the Second, both drelfed 
in Roman habits, and well executed. Within the piazzas of thefe two fronts, 
are two fpacious ftair-cafes, with iron rails, and black marble fteps, which lead 
into a kind of gallery, that extends round the four fides of the building, in which 
were about 200 ihops, now moftly deferted. T h e heighth of this building is 
66 feet ^ and from the center of the fouth front rifes a turret and lanthorn, 178 
feet high, on the top of which is a fane in the form of a grafhopper, of polifhed 
brafs, efteemed a fine piece of workmanihip. T h e ground-floor of this building 
is taken up in ihops and offices and underneath the building are vaults, which 
are ufed by the Eaft India company as warehoufes for their pepper. In the area 
on the infide of the Royal Exchange, merchants of all nations meet every day at 
twelve o'clock at noon, and continue there to tranfadt bufinefs till two, when the 
gates are ihut, and not opened again till four. 

South of the Royal Exchange, and near the fouth-weft extremity of L o m b a r d -
ftreet, is the general poft-office, which is a handfome and convenient building, 
under the diredtion of a poft-mafter-general, a fecretary, a receiver-general, ac-
comptant-general, and many other officers and fervants j and the office of poft-
mafter-general is at prefent difcharged by two commiffioners. 

In Walbrook ward is the Manfion-houfe, for the refidence o f the lord mayor. 
It is built on a fpot which was formerly a market for fleih and fiih, called Stocks 
market. T h e firft ftone of this building was laid in 1739, and it was finifhed in 
1753. It is built of Portland ftone, with a portico of fix fluted columns of the 
Corinthian order in the front. T h e bafement ftory is very maify, and built in ru-
ftic w o r k : in the center of it is the door, which leads to the kitchens, cellars, and 
other offices : on each fide rifes a flight of fteps of very confiderable extent, lead-
ino up to the portico in the middle of which is a door leading to the apartments 
and offices, where bufinefs is tranfadted. T h e ftone baluftrade of the ftairs is con-
tinued along the front of the portico, and the columns fupport a large angular pe-
diment, adorned with a group of figures in bas-relief, reprefenting the dignity and 
opulence of the city of London. 

T h e building is an oblong, and its depth is the long fide : the apartments are 
magnificent, but dark, the building being furrounded with houfes; which alio 
prevent its being feen to advantage from without. 

Behind the Manfion-houfe is St. Stephen's church in Walbrook, juftly reputed 
the mafter-piece of the celebrated Sir Chriftopher Wren, and faid to exceed every 
modern ftrudture in the world, in proportion and elegance. 

In 
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' In Dow gate ward is a famous academy called Merchant Taylors fchool, from 
its having been founded by the merchant taylors company, in the year 1561. It 
was burnt down by the fire of London in 1666, but was rebuilt, and is a very 
large itru&ure, with commodious apartments for the mailers and ufhers, and a fine 
library of claific authors and hiilorians. Sir Thomas White, lord mayor of this 
city, having founded St. John's college in Oxford, in 1557, appointed this fchool 
as a feminary for i t ; and eitabliihed forty-fix fellowfhips at Oxford, for lcholars 
eledled from this fchool. 

T h e church of St. Mary le Bow, in Cordwainer ftreet ward, is the moil eminent 
parochial church in the city. It was originally built in the reign of William the 
Conqueror and being the firit church the ileeple of which was embellifhed with 
ilone arches or bows, had its furname L e Bow from thence. It was deilroyed in 
the fire of 1666, but was rebuilt, and in 1673 completed as it now Hands. T h e 
ileeple of this church is the moil beautiful of its kind in Europe. A n eminent 
author obferves, that it is a mailer-piece in a peculiar kind of building, which has 
no fixed rules to dired it, nor is it to be reduced to any fettled laws of beauty. If it be 
confidered only as a part of fome other building, it can be eileemed no other than a 
pleafing abfurdity but if confidered either in itfelf, or as a decoration of a whole 
city, in profpett, it is not only to be juilified but admired. In this ileeple is a 
ring of eight bells, of fuch deep notes, as to be eafily diilinguifhed from the peals 
of all the other churches in the city : one of thefe bells is indeed the largeil of any 
in the city that is rung: and by an order of common council, made in 1469, it 
is rung every night at nine o'clock, purfuant to the dire&ion of the donor, who 
is faid to have been one Mr. Copeland, a taylor of London. 

In Cheapfide ward is Guildhall, or the town-houie of London, for holding the 
courts, and tranfatting the bufinefs of the city. This hall was originally built in 
1 4 1 1 , and was fo damaged by the fire of 1666, as to be rebuilt in 1669. It is 
happily fituated in view of the moil frequented thoroughfare in the whole city, 
and at the end of a pretty good viila, which ihews the building in the moil favour-
able manner but at prefent the front of it has not much title to this advantage, 
as it is old and gothic, and has no excellence, either of deiign or execution. T h e 
hall within is a very fine room, allowing for the tafte in which it is built: it is 
153 feet long, 50 broad, and 55 high, and will hold near 7000 perfons. This 
hall is adorned with the arms of twenty-four of the companies of the city, with the 
city arms, the king's arms, the arms of king Edward the ConfeiTor, and with the 
pi&ures of king William and queen Mary, queen Anne, king George the FirilJ 
king George the Second, and the late queen Caroline and the inter-columniations-
are adorned with the pi&ures of eighteen judges, put up here by the city as a tefti-
mony of public gratitude for their fignal fervices, in determining the differences, 
which arofe between landlords and tenants, without the expence of law-fuits, on-
rebuilding the city after the fire of London in 1666. In this hall hang a o-'reat 
many of the colours and ilandards taken from the French at the battle o M l a -
millies. 

In Baffiihaw, or Baffinghall ward, is Blackwell or Bakeweli-hall, which adjoins 
to Guildhall, and is the greateil mart of woollen cloth in the world. It was an-
ciently called Bafing-hall, from the residence of a family of the name, of Bairns, 

whofe 
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-whole a r m s a p p e a r on feveral parts of it, and afterwards Bakewell-hall, from one 
Thomas Bakewell, its inhabitant in the reign of king Edward the I h i r d ; and 
•of Bakewell-hall the prefent name is only a variation or corruption. It was pur-
chafed of kino- Richard the Second by the city and from that time has been em-
ployed as a weekly market for broad and narrow woollen cloths, brought out o f 
the country. It was burnt down in the fire of London,' but rebuilt in 1672, and 
is now a fpacious building, with a ftone front, adorned with columns. 

In the fame ward is the Excife-office, a large brick bui lding; the bufinefs of 
which is managed by nine commiffioners, and other officers, who receive the pro-
duce of the excife due to the government, upon different commodities, through-
out England, and pay it into the exchequer; and before whom are tried all 
frauds committed in the feveral branches of the revenue under their direftion. 

Crippleoate ward is remarkable for a College, called Sion College, founded in 
1627 by Dr. Thomas White , vicar of St. Dunftan's in the Weft , for the im-
provement of the London clergy, with alms-houfes for twenty poor perfons, ten 
hien and ten women. In the year 1631, a charter was procured for incorporating 
the clergy of London, by which the feveral reftors, le&urers, vicars and curates 
o f this city and fuburbs, were conftituted fellows of the college i and out of the 
incumbents are annually to be eleded, on Tuefday three weeks after Eafter, a pre-
sident, two deacons, and four affiftants, who are to meet quarterly to hear a Lat in 
iermon, and afterwards to be entertained at dinner in the college-hall, at the ex-
pence of the foundation. 

T h e building is of brick, and is extremely plain: it furrounds a fquare court, 
and confifts o f a handfome hall, lodgings for the prefident, and chambers for the 
iludents or expe&ants, who may lodge here till they are provided with houfes in 
the feveral pariihes where they ferve cure. T h e alms-houfes confift of twenty 
rooms; and here is a library well furniihed with books, the private donations of 
feveral citizens and clergymen. 

In this ward is a hall, which belonged to the company of barber furgeons, the 
profeffions of barber and furgeon being formerly exercifed by the fame perfon. It 
was built by the celebrated Inigo Jones and the theatre where bodies were publicly 
di f fered, and anatomical le£tures read, is a very fine piece of architecture. This 
hall is now called Barbers Hall for a few years ago, the furgeons_ difdaining to 
be aifociated with barbers, the two profeffions having been long diftind, obtained 
a feparate charter, and built themfelves a new hall in the Old Bailey, much infe-
rior to that which they left in pofieilion of the barbers, who could not be prevailed 
upon to relinquiih it, though great part of it is to them entirely ufelefs. 

In Alderfgate ward is an edifice built with brick, and ornamented with ftone, in 
a moft noble*and elegant tafte, called the London Lying-in Hofpital. It was ori-
o-inally known by the name of Shafteibury houfe, from having been the town reft-
dence of the earls of Shafteibury, and was defigned by the celebrated Inigo Jones: 
it contains thirty-three beds, and affords fupport, and every neceffary accommoda-
tion ana affiftance for married women, in the laft ftage of their pregnancy, time of 
labour, and month of lying-in. This excellent charity is fupported by voluntary 

contributions; 
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contributions-; and from its firft initiation, on the thirtieth of March 1750, to 
the ieventeenth of January 1758, the number of women delivered here, were-
1914, of whom nineteen were'delivered of twins, and two of three children. 

Farringdon Ward within is diftinguiihed by the moil magnificent P rote it ant 
church in the world, the cathedral of St. Paul. It is faid to have been originally 
founded in the year 610, by Ethelbert, ; the Saxon king, on or near a place where,, 
in the time of the Romans, a temple ftood, that was dedicated to Diana. It had 
feveral times fuffered much by fire and lightning, but in the conflagration of 
1666, was totally deitroyed. It was afterwards rebuilt according to a model pre-
pared by Sir Chriftopher Wren, who laid the firit itone of the prefent ftruiture, 
the 2 l it day of June 1675 j and the laft ftone on the top. of the lanthorn was> 
laid by his fon, Mr. Chriftopher Wren, in the year 1710. 

It is built of fine Portland itone„ in form of a crofs, after the model of St. Peter's 
church at Rome, There are two ranges of pilafters, confifting of 120 each, o n 
the outfide, one above another, the lower Corinthian, and the upper Compofite. 
T h e fpaces between the arches of the windows and the architrave of the lower or-
der, are filled with a great variety of curious enrichments, as are thofe alfo above.. 
O n the north fide is a portico^ the afcent to which is by twelve fteps of black 
marble, and its dome fupported by fix very large columns. Over the dome is a. 
pediment, the face of which is engraved with the royal arms, regalia, and other 
ornaments. On the fouth is a portico, the afcent to which is by twenty-five fteps,. 
and its dome fupported by fix columns, correfponding with thofe on the north, 
fide. The weft front is graced with a moil magnificent portico, fupported by 
twelve lofty Corinthian columns ; over thefe are eight columns of the Compofite 
order, which fupport a noble pediment, crowned with its acroteria, and in this 
pediment is the hiftory of St. Paul's converfion, boldly carved in bas relief: the 
afcent to this portico is by a flight of fteps of black marble, that extend the whole 
length of the portico; and over each corner of the well front is a moil beautiful: 
turret. A vail dome, or cupola,, rifes in. the center of the whole building : twenty 
feet above the roof of the church is a-circular range of thirty-two columns, with 
niches, placed exactly againft others within; thefe are terminated by their enta-
blature,. which fupports a handfome gallery, adorned with a ftone baluftrade,. 
Above thefe columns is a range of pilafters, with windows between them and. 
from the entablature of thefe, the diameter of the dome gradually decreafes. On, 
the fummit of the dome is an elegant balcony, and from its center riles a beau-
tiful lanthorn, adorned with Corinthian columns ; and the whole.is. terminated by 
a copper ball, from which riles a crofs, both finely gilt. 

On the infide, the cupola is fupported on eight ilupendous pillars, curioufiy 
adorned : the roof of the choir is fupported by fix pillars, and the roof of the: 
church by two ranges,, confifting of twenty more, 

T h e roof of the church and choir is adorned with arches and fpacious periphe-
ries of enrichments, admirably carved in ftone. There is a whifpering iron bal-
cony or gallery, quite round the infide of the cupola, the. top of which is-richly 
decorated, and painted by Sir. James ThornhilL 

This-
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This building however has many defe&s: its fituation is fuch, that no fpefta-
tor out of the church-yard can fee i t ; the divifion of the porticos, and indeed o f 
the whole ftru<5ture into two ftories on the outfide, certainly indicate a like divi-
fion within, which is abfurd: the dome is alfo abundantly too big for the reft of 
the pile, and it' fnould have been raifed exadtly in the center of the whole build-
ing ; there lhould have been two fteeples at the eaft end, to correfpond with the 
two at the weft, with all the other fuitable decorations. On entering this church 
it is inftantly difcovered to want not only elevation, but length, to afiift the per-
fpe&ive the columns are heavy and clumfey, and rather encumber the profped 
than enrich it: the dome, though a very ftupendous fabric, bears no proportion 
'to the reft of the building and after the fpe&ator has feen this, he can not with 
-pleafure look at any other part of it. 

T h e length of this cathedral, from eaft to weft, between the walls, is 463 feet, 
and including the weft portico, 500 feet: the breadth of the weft front is 180 
f e e t ; and in the center, where it is wideft, including the north and fouth por-
ticos, its breadth is 311 feet : the height of this church, from the ground to the 
top of the crofs, is 344 feet ; the outward diameter of the cupola is 145 feet, and 
the inward 100 feet : the outward diameter of the lanthorn is eighteen feet ; the 
heighth of the turrets is 208 feet, and that of the body of the church 120 feet. 

This cathedral takes up an area of fix acres, and is railed all round with iron 
halufters, each about five feet and an half high, fixed on a dwarf-wall of hewn 
ftone, of an irregular heighth, from two feet and an half, to about four, becaufe, 
notwithftanding the irregularity of the ground, it was necelfary to make the top 
of it parallel to the horizon in-all parts. In this fine baluftrade are feven beau-
tiful iron gates, which, together with the balufters, make the iron work near 300 
tons, and the expence of it, at the rate of fixpence a-pound, amounted to above 
eleven thoufand pounds, 

A t the weft end of this cathedral, and in the area before it, is a marble ftatue 
o f the late queen Anne, holding a fceptre in one hand, and a globe in the other, 
furrounded with four emblematical figures, reprefenting Great Britain, France, 
Ireland, and America. O f the principal figure, which reprefents the queen, it is 
oblerved, that the habit is Gothic, and formal, and the attitude ftiff and af-
fected, fo that it is inferior to the figures that furround it. 

Befides very large contributions for carrying on this building, the parliament 
granted a duty on fea coal, which, at a medium, produced 50001. -per annum, 
and the whole of the expence in executing it, is faid to have amounted to 
736,752.1 2 Sy 3d. 

On the eaft fide of the cathedral is St. Paul's fchool, founded in 1509, by 
Dr. John Collet, dean of this church, who endowed it for a principal mafter, an 
under mafter, and a chaplain and an hundred and fifty-three fcholars. He'ap-
pointed the company of mercers truftees of it, and left eleven exhibitions, which 
the truftees apply for the ufe of fuch of the fcholars as are fent to the univerfities, 
as they do others, left to the fchool for the fame purpofe. T h e original build-
ing was confumed by the fire of London, and foon afterwards the prdent ftruc* 
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ture was raifed. It is a very handfome edifice, built partly of ftone, and orna-
mented with bufts and carvings. Here is a good library of claific authors, the 
gift of the gentlemen that have been educated at this fchool. 

In Warwic Lane, in this ward, ftands the College of phyficians, ereded in 
1682, by Sir Chriftopher Wren. It is built of brick, with a fpacious ftone frontis-
piece, and is a beautiful and magnificent ftrudure, but fo furrounded mth 
other buildings, that it can fcarce be feen. Befides a hall, where two of the fel-
lows of the college meet twice a-week, to give advice and difperfe medicines 
gratis to the poor, here is a committee room, and a great hall, where all the 
members meet quarterly, adorned with paintings and fculptures. Here alfo is a 
theatre for anatomical diifedions, a room for preparations, and conveniences to 
dry herbs for the ufe of the difpenfary. In the front of the hall, towards the 
court, is a good ftatue of king Charles the Second, cut in ftone, another of Sir 
John Cutler, on the weft fide of the theatre-, and in June 1739, a fine marble 
buft was erefted in the great hall, in honour of the famous Dr. Harvey, at the 
expence of the late Dr. Mead, phyfician to his late majefty. Here alfo is a good 
library. 

Near the fouth extremity of the Old Bailey, on the eaft fide, is the hall built 
by the company of furgeons, with a theatre for diife&ion and le&ures in ana-
tomy. 

In this ward, and adjoining to a church called Chrift's Church, in Newgate 
Street, is Chrift's Hofpital, which, before the difiolution of monafteries by Henry 
the Eighth, was a houfe of Grey friars. T h e hofpital was founded by king Ed-
ward the Sixth, for fupporting and educating the fatherlefs children of poor free-
men of this city, of which one thoufand of both fexes are generally maintained 
in the houfe, or out at nurfe, and are befides cloathed and educated. 

This hofpital was opened in November 1552, when king Edward incorporated 
the mayor, commonalty and citizens of London as governors of the eftates of this 
as well as of the other hofpitals founded by him. In 1673, a mathematical fchool 
was founded here by king Charles the Second, and endowed with 3701. a-year-, 
and a writing fchool was erefted here in 1694, by Sir John Moor, knight and 
alderman. After the boys have been feven or eight years on the foundation, fome 
are fent to the univerfity, others to fea, while the reft, about the age of eighteen 
years, are put apprentices to mechanic trades, at the charge of the hofpital. 
Their habit was at firft a rufiet cotton, but it was foon after changed for blue, 
which has continued ever fince, and this foundation is on that account frequently 
called the Blue-coat Hofpital. T h e affairs of this charity are managed by a pre-
fident and about 300 governors, befides the lord mayor and aldermen, who ap-
point a treafurer, a regifter, and two clerks, a phyfician, a fu.rgeon, fteward. 
cook, porter, four beadles, a matron, and eleven nurles. 

T h e building, which is partly Gothic, and partly modern, was much damaged 
by the fire of 16-66-, but was foon repaired, and has been fi.nce augmented with 
feveral new ftruCtures. The principal buildings, which form the four fides of an 
area, have a piazza round them, with Gothic .arches, and the walls ace lup-
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ported by abutments. T h e front of the building is however more modern, and 
has Doric pilafters, fupported on pedeftals. A n old cloifter, which was part of 
the priory, is ftill {landing. 

In Caille Baynard Ward is a fpacious and commodious ftrudure, called Doc-
tors Commons. It confifts of feveral handfome paved courts, in which the judges 
of the court of admiralty, thofe of the court of delegates, of the court of arches 
and the prerogative court, with the dodors that plead caufes, and the prodors 
that draw up the pleadings in thefe courts, all live in a collegiate way; and from 
commoning together, as in other colleges, the name Dodors Commons was de-
rived. This is a college for the ftudy and pradice of the civil law, where courts 
are kept for the trial of civil and ecclefiaftical caufes, under the arcnbifhop of 
Canterbury, and the biihop of London. Here is a fine library, in a moil flour-
iihing condition, for every biihop, at his coniecration, gives twenty or fifty pounds 
towards purchafing books for it. 

Near Dodors Commons, on St. Bennet's Hill, is the college of Heralds, who 
were incorporated by king Richard the Third the chief officer of which is the 
earl marfhal of England : here are three kings at arms ; Garter, Clarencieux, and 
Norroy, with fix heralds, four purfuivants, and eight prodors. Garter attends 
the inftaiments of knights of that order, carries the garter to foreign princes, re-
gulates the ceremonies at coronations, and the funerals of the royal family and no-
bility ; Clarencieux orders the ceremonies of the funerals of thofe under the de-
gree of peers, fouth of T r e n t ; and Norroy performs the like office for thofe north 
of Trent. This building was originally the palace of the earls of Derby, and fall-
ing to the crown, was given by Edward the Sixth, in 1552, to the kings at 
arms, heralds, purfuivants, and their fucceiTors. It is a neat fpacious quadrangle, 
built of brick, with convenient apartments, a good library relating to heraldry, 
and antiquities, and a handfome court-room, where the earl marfhal or his de-
puty hears caufes that lie in the court of honour, and determines differences 
about arms, achievements, and titles. In this college are kept records of the 
coats of arms of all the families and names in England, when granted, and on 
what occaiion. 

In Farringdon Ward without, and at the extremity of the liberties of this 
city, weilwards, there was antiently a row of poils, with rails, and a chain crofs 
the ilreet, called Temple Bar, from its Situation, being contiguous to the 
Middle Temple, one of the inns of court; a wooden building was afterwards, 
ereded crofs the ilreet inilead of the bar, with a narrow gate-way, and in the 
year 1670, the prefent ilrudure was ereded, which is ftill called by the old name, 
Temple Bar. It refembles a triumphal arch, and is built entirely of Portland 
ftone, of the Corinthian order, with ruftic work below : over the gateway, on the 
eail fide, in two niches, are ftone ftatues of king James the Firft and his queen; 
and on the weft fide are the ftatues of king Charles the Firft, and king Charles, 
the Second, in Roman habits. 

In this ward are feveral inns of court and chancery, particularly the Inner and 
Middle Temples, Serjeants Inn, Clifford's Inn, Thavy's Inn, Barnard's InnT 

Staples Inn, and Furnival's Inn. 
£ T h e 
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The Temple was fo called from its having been originally founded by the 
Knights Templars, who fettled here in 1185. It was at firft called the New 
Temple, by way of diftin£tion from the Old Temple, or the firft houfe of the 
Knights Templars, which flood in Holborn, over againft Chancery Lane, and 
from which, on its becoming too fmall for them, they removed hither. 

T h e original building was divided into three parts, the Inner, the Middle, 
and the Outward Temple : the Inner and the Outer Temple were fo called, be-
caufe one was within and one without the Bar, and the Middle Temple derived 
its name from its fituation between them. After the diffolution of the order of 
Knights Templars, the New Temple fell to the Knights Hofpitalers of St. 
John of Jerufalem, who granted a leafe of it to the ftudents of the common law, 
and converted that part of it called the Inner and Middle Temple, into two 
inns of court, for the ftudy and practice of the common law ; the Outer Temple 
became a houfe for the earl of EiTex, and on the fite of that houfe a ftrcet has 
been fince built, called Effex Street. 

T h e buildings of the Temple efcaped the fire in 1666, but were moil of them 
deftroyed by fubfequent fires, and are now beautifully rebuilt of brick. T h e two 
Temples are each divided into feveral courts, and have a very pleafant garden on 
the bank of the Thames : they are appropriated to feparate locieties, and have 
feparate halls, where the focieties dine in common, during term time. T h e In-
ner Temple hall is faid to have been built in the reign of king Edward the Third, 
and the Middle Temple hall, which is a large magnificent edifice, was rebuilt in 
1572, in form of a college hall. T h e gate of the Middle Temple is remarkable 
for its noble front. Each fociety has a good library, adorned with paintings, 
and well furniihed with books. A n affembly, called a parliament, in which the 
affairs of the fociety of the Inner Temple are managed, is held twice every 
term. Both Temples have one church, firft founded in 1185, by the Knights 
Templars, but the prefent edifice is thought to have been built in 1240; it is 
one of the moil beautiful Gothic ftruClures in England, and is fupported by neat 
{lender pillars of SuiTex marble. In this church are many ancient monuments, 
particularly of nine Knights Templars, cut in marble, in full proportion, fome of 
them feven feet and a half long fix are crofs legged, and therefore fuppofed to 
have been engaged in one of thofe expeditions againft the Turks, called Crufades. 
T h e minifter of this church, who is ufually called the mailer of the Temple, is 
appointed by the benchers, or fenior members of both focieties, and prefented by 
a patent from the crown. 

Serjeants Inn is a fmall inn in Chancery Lane, where the judges ¿nd ferjeants 
have chambers, but not houfes, as they had in another inn of this name in Fleet-
ftreet, which they abandoned in 1730; but there is a hall and a chapel in each 
of them, 

Clifford's Inn is an inn of chancery, belonging to the Inner Temple. It was a 
houfe granted originally by king Edward the Second to the family of the Clif-
fords, from which it derived its name it was afterwards leafed to the ftudents' of 
the law, and in the reign of king Edward the Third, fold to the principals and 
fellows of this fociety. 

D 2 Thavy's 
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Thavy 's Inn is an inn of chancery, belonging to Lincoln's Inn another to o f 
court- it ilands near St. Andrew's church in Holborn, and was the houfe of M r . 
Tohn T h a v y , in the reign of king Edward the Third, and by him, from whom 
it took its name, let out to the ftudents of the law, who lived here before they, 
had the Temple It came afterwards to Mr . Gregory Nichols, a citizen and. 
m e r c e r of London, who fold it, in 1549, to the benchers of Lincoln's Inn, and 
their fucceffors demifed it to the principal and fellows of this houfe. T h i s inn 
was lately rebuilt in a very handfome manner. 

Barnard's Inn is an inn of chancery, belonging to Gray's Inn, another inn of 
court: it is fituated alfo in Holborn, and was the houfe of John Mackworth, 
dean of Lincoln, who gave it to the profeifors of the law.. 

Staples Inn belongs alfo to Gray's Inn, and ilands in H o l b o r n : it was once a, 
hall for the merchants of the ftaple. for wool, whence it had its name ; but it was 
bought by the benchers of Gray's Inn, and has been an inn of chancery ever 
fince the year 1415. 

Furnival's Inn is an inn of chancery, belonging to Lincoln's Inn, and was 
once the houfe of the family of Furnivals, from which it derived its name. T h i s 
family lett it out to the profeifors of the law. I t is a large handfome old building, 
and has a hall and a pleafant. garden. 

In a ftreet in this ward,, called the Old Bailey, there is a hall called J'uftice-hall, 
or the Seffions-houfe, where a court is held eight times a year, by the king's com-
miffion of oyer and terminer, for the trial of criminals for oifences committed, 
within the citv of London and county of Middlefex. T h e judges of this court 
are the lord mayor, the aldermen,, who have been lord mayors, and the recorder, 
who are attended by the iheriffs, and by one or more of the national judges. 
T h i s hall is a plain brick edifice, that has nothing to recommend it. 

In this ward is likewife a prifon, called the Fleet prifon, from a fmall river call-
ed the Fleet, which formerly run by it. This prifon is. very large, and reckoned 
the beil in the city, for good rooms and other conveniences: it has the bene-
fit of an open yard, which is enclofed with a very high wall -, it is as ancient as 
the reian of Richard the F i r fc ; it belongs to the court of common pleas, and 
hither perfons are committed for contempt of the courts of chancery or common 
pleas ; or for debt, when by writ of habeas corpus they remove themfelves to it 
from any other prifon.. 

In Chancery Lane, . in this ward, is- an office, confifting of a houfe and chapel,, 
called the Office and Chapel of the Rolls, from being the great repofitory of the 
modern public rolls.and records of the kingdom. This building was originally the-
houfe of an eminent J e w ; but being forfeited to the crown, k ing Henry the Third',, 
in the year 122.3, converted it into an hcfpital for the reception and accommodation 
of Tewifh and other profelytes. Edward the Third, in 1377, granted this hofpital: 
and its chapel, to Will iam Burilall, mailer of the rolls, to whofe fuccefifors, in that 
office it has belonged.ever fince. T h e manfion-honfe of the mailer of the rolls 
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being much decayed, was lately rebuilt in a very magnificent manner, with hewn 
itone and brick. 

T h e chapel is partly a Gothic ilru&ure, and here the rolls are kept in prefies: 
fixed to the fides of the chapel,, and ornamented with columns and pilafters of the 
Ionic and Compofite orders. In this chapel is a bench, where the mailer of the 
rolls hears, caufes in chancery; and here divine lervice is performed re-
gularly. T h e records, when they become too voluminous for this chapel to con-
tain, are removed to the office of the records in the Tower. There is a certain, 
diftridl round this office, confiiling of about 200 houfes, which is called the L i -
berty of the Rolls, and over which the city has no authority, being under the-
government of the mailer of the rolls.. 

In this ward is a large building, called Bridewell, from a fpring formerly known: 
by the name of St. Bridget's or St. Bride's V/ell. It was originally, a royal pa-
lace, and took up all the ground from Fleet Ditch on the eaft, to Water Lane on-, 
the weft part of it, now called Salifbury Court, was given to the biihops of Sa-
lifbury for their city manfion ; and the eaft part, which was rebuilt by king Henry 
the Eighth, is that now called Bridewell. This palace king Edward the Sixth, 
gave to the city for an hofpital,. which he endowed for the lodging of poor way-
faring people, and the correction of vagabonds, ftrumpe.ts, and idle perfons, and 
for finding them work. This edifice was burnt down in the fire of London, in. 
1666, but it was rebuilt in 1668, and is now a fpacious and commodious ftruc-
ture., confiiling of two courts, and having two fronts, one to the eaft and an-
other to the north, in each of which is a handfome gate. Here is alio a chapel,, 
and a hall for the court room«, 

In one part of the building,, twenty decayed" artificers have houfes; and about 
150 boys, diftinguifned by white hats and blue doublets, are put apprentices to.-
glovers, flax-dreifers, weavers,. &c. and, when they have ferved their time, are. 
entitled to the freedom of the city, and ten pounds each, towards carrying on. 
their refpeCtive trades. T h e other part of Bridewell is a prilon, and a houfe of 
correction for diforderly fervants, vagrants, and ftrumpets, who are made to beat, 
hemp, and are kept at other hard labours. A l l the affairs of this hofpital are ma-
naged by governors, who are above 300 in number, befides. the lord mayor andi 
court of aldermen. T h e governors of this hofpital are likewife governors o f 
Bethlehem hofpital, becaufe thefe two hofpitals are but one corporation befides 
the fame governors, they have the fame prefident, clerk, , phyiician, furgeon, and: 
apothecary. This hofpital however has its own. fteward, a porter, a matron, and, 
four beadles. 

Near Bridewell is St. Bride's church, which was burnt down in 1666* but rebuilt, 
in 1680.. It is a ftately fabric,. 111 feet long, 57 broad, and 41 high, with a-
moil beautiful fpire, 234.feet.in heighth, and a ring, of no lefs than twelve bells, 
in its tower.. 

By an a£t of parliament palled in 1756, the magiftrates of tlie city of London-
have been impowered to ere<5t a ftone bridge acrofs the river Thames, from Black; 
Friars, in this ward, to the oppofite ihore in the county of Surry: they are alfo. 
authorifed to fill up the channel of Fleet Ditch,, and to.purchafe and'remove fuch 
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buildings, the removal of which fhall be thought proper for forming and widen-
ing ilreets and avenues. 

This bridge is to have a free paifage through the arches, of 750 feet at leaft, 
within the banks of the river ; a fuffieient number of glafs lamps are to be fixed 
up on proper parts of it, to burn from fun-fetting to fun-rifing, and a number of 
watchmen Rationed upon it, for the fecurity of paifengers. It is to be built ac-
cording to a plan invented by Mr. Robert Mylne, and the firft ilone of it was 
laid the 30th day of Oftober 1760. Towards ere&ing and fupporting this bridge, 
the magiftrates of the city of London are to receive certain tolls from it, when 
finiihed ; and upon thé credit of thefe tolls, they are directed to raife any fum of 
money, not exceeding 30,000!. in one year, till they have raifed 160,0001. in 
the whole, which they are not to exceed. 

W e f t Smithfield, in this ward, is an area containing three acres of ground, 
called in ancient records Smithfield Pond, or Horfe Pool, it being formerly a 
watering place for horfes ; but the pond being filled up, it became a green level 
field, faid originally to have been called Smoothfield, of which Smithfield is a 
corruption. It was anciently the common place of execution, and at the fouth-
weft corner there was a gallows called the Elms, from a number of elm trees that 
then grew in the neighbourhood : it was alfo the place for public joufts, tour-
naments, and triumphs, and has been a market for cattle above 500 years -, it 
was paved at the requeft of king James the Firft -, and the market held on Mondays 
and Fridays, for black cattle, iheep, and horfes, is now lo much increafed, that 
it is the greateft in Europe. 

On the fouth fide of Smithfield, in this ward, and contiguous to (Thrift's Plof-
pital, is St. Bartholomew's Hofpital. It was firft founded in the iecond year of 
king Henry the Firft, by Rahere, the king's jefter, as an infirmary for the priory 
of St. Bartholomew the Great, which then flood near this fpot ; but upon the dif-
folution of religious houfes, king Henry the Eighth refounded it, and endowed it 
with 500 marks a-year, on condition that the citizens lhould pay the fame annu-
ity for the relief of one hundred lame and infirm patients ; which was readily ac-
cepted, and the managers of the foundation were incorporated, by the name of 
c T h e mayor, commonalty, and citizens of London, governors of the hofpital for 
6 the poor, called Little St. Bartholomew's, near Weft Smithfield.' 

This charity afterwards received fuch large benefactions, that it now takes in 
the diftrefted of all countries. In 1702, a beautiful frontifpiece was erefted to-
wards Smithfield, adorned with pilafters, entablature, and a pediment of the Ionic 
order, with a ftatue of king Henry the Eighth, (landing in a niche in full pro-
portion, and thofe of two cripples on the top of the pediment over the ftatue. 
In 1729, a plan was formed for rebuilding the reft of this hofpital, and a magni-
ficent edifice was erefted by fubfcription, which was defigned to be only one of 
four detached piles of buildings to be afterwards raifed, about a court or area, 
250 feet in length, and fixty feet in breadth. T h e original defign is now nearly 
compleated, and will form an elegant and fuperb building. 

T h e governors of this charity are about 300, and the officers and fervants are 
a prefident, a treafurer, two phyficians, five lurgeons, an apothecary, a clerk, a 
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matron, a porter, four beadles, a cook, and her fervant, twenty lifters, twelve nurfes,. 
and twenty watchwomen. Thofe who have the immediate care of the hofpitaL 
are the preiident, the treafurer, the auditors of the accounts, viewers of the re-
venues, overfeers of the goods and utenfils of the hofpital, and the almoners or 
purveyors, who buy in the provifions and other necefiaries. A committee, con-
futing of the treafurer, almoner, and fome of the governors, meet twice a-week 
to infpeót the.management of the houfe, difcharge fuch perfons as are cured, and 
admit others. 

For the reception of fuch perfons in the venereal difeafe, as might prove of-
fenfive to the reft, there are two infirmaries belonging to this hofpital, called the. 
L o c k hofpitals, one of which was lately in Kent-ftreet, Southwark, the other is 
at Kingfland, near Newington, a village on the north fide of London. 

Among many other privileges which king Henry the Firft granted to the prior 
and canons of the monaftery of St. Bartholomew the Great, and to the poor of 
the infirmary, was that of keeping a fair in Smithfield on the eve, day, and mor-
row of St. Bartholomew. 

This fair, called Bartholomew fair, has been held annually ever lince,, and by 
the courtefy of the magiftracy of London, to whom the privileges of keeping it 
devolved, upon the diffolution of the priory, it ufed to continue a fortnight: a 
great number of booths were eredted in it by the principal aótors of the theatres, 
for the exhibition of dramatic performances of various kinds; and it abounded 
with places where the rabble were feduced into gaming, by raffles, calculated for 
the unreafonable profit of the owners. It became at length fo tumultuous and li-
centious a place, that Sir John Barnard, when he was lord mayor of London, re-
duced the time of the fair to its original duration of three days. This laudable 
example has been followed ever fince ; but booths ftill continued to be built, 
though for players of a lower clafs, and ftrolling companies from various parts: 
the fair, though fiiort, was for the time a greater nuifance than before ; and this 
year the magiftrates of London very prudently prohibited all drolls, puppet 
fhows, and pubiick exhibitions, which there is no reafon to fuppofe will ever be 
renewed. 

In Coleman-ftreet Ward, on the fouth fide of a large fquare called Moorfields, 
ftands the hofpital of Bethlehem, founded in 1675, by the lord mayor and ci-
tizens of London, for the reception and cure of poor lunatics. It is a noble edi-
fice, built with brick and ftone, and adorned with pilafters, entablatures, carv-
ings, and fculpture, particularly with the figures of two lunatics over the grand 
gate, which are well executed. 

This building is 540 feet in length, 40 feet in breadth, and was, not many 
years ago, augmented with two wings, by the charitable contribution of the ci-
tizens, for the reception of fuch lunatics as were deemed incurable. This hof-
pital contains a great number of convenient cells or rooms, where the patients are 
taken care of and maintained without any charge to their friends, except beddino-
T h e whole ítruóture, on the iniide, is divided into two ftories, through each of 
which runs a long gallery, from one end of the houfe to the other: on the fouth 
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which are divided, in the middle, by handfome iron grates, to keep the men and 
women apart. Before the building, on the outfide, is a pleafant garden, inclofed 
by an high wall, near 700 feet in length. 

Bethlehem hofpital being united to Bridewell hofpital, both are managed by 
the fame prefident, governors, treafurer, clerk, phyfician, furgeon, and apothe-
cary ; but each has a fteward and inferior officers peculiar to ltfelf. 

But the hofpital of Bethlehem being found incapable of receiving and providing 
for the relief of all the unhappy objefts, for whom application was made, a plain 
'building was prepared for them on the north fide of Moorfields, over againfl Beth-
lehem hofpital: this is called St. Luke's hofpital, and is fupported by private fub-
fcription. It is under the immediate infpeftion and government of its own pa-
trons and fupporters, and was opened for the admiffion of lunatics, on the 30th 

of July 1751. 

Befides the two markets already mentioned, at Smithfield) for cattle and hay, and 
at Leadenhall for butchers meat, wool, hides, and Colchefter baize, there are in this 
city the following other markets, which are all very confiderable : Honey Lane, 
Newgate, and Fleet markets, principally for fleih, though with feparate divifions 
for filh, butter, eggs, poultry, herbs and fruit-, Billingfgate and Fifh-flreet Hil l 
markets, for fiih only and the Three Cranes market, for apples and other fruit. 
T h e two principal corn markets are at Bear Key and Queenhithe ; and at Billingf-
gate there is alio a great market for coals. 

T h e trade of this vail and opulent city, is almoft coeval with its foundation: 
Tacitus, in the fixty-third year of the Chriflian iEra, reprefents it as celebrated 
for its o-reat commerce, and the number of its merchants ; and Bede, in 604, tes-
tifies, that this metropolis had been long famous for being the mart of many na-
tions, that traded hither by fea. 

It appears from an eftimate, that one fourth of the foreign trade of the nation 
is carried on at London ; and it has been faid, that the port of London pays two 
thirds of the cuftoms of all England but the vail commerce and wealth of Lon-
don, will perhaps beft appear from a view of the incorporated focieties or com-
panies, as well of tradefmen as of merchants, in this city, and of the ihipping 
that belongs to its port. 

T h e companies of the city of London, or the feveral incorporations of its ci-
tizens, in their refpe&ive arts and myfteries, are in number ninety-one, befides fe-
veral other companies or incorporated focieties of merchants. O f thefe ninety-one 
companies, fifty-two have each a hall for tranfa&ing the bufinefs of the corpo-
ration, which confifts of a mailer, or prime warden, a court of affiftants, and livery. 
Every youth that ferves an apprenticefhip of feven years to a. freeman of the city, 
becomes entitled to his freedom at the expiration of that time -, and his name is 
then inrolled, not only at Guildhall, as a citizen, but in the books of the com-
pany to which his mailer belonged, as free of that particular corporation; and 
he becomes liable to pay a fmall fum quarterly for its ufe: he is then a yeoman 
pf the company, and if he becomes confiderable in bufinefs, he is chofen by the 
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corporation a member of their body, and on public occafions is diftinguifhed by 
a particular drefs, a long black gown, faced with fur : this is the livery of the 
company, and he is hence called a liveryman. From the livery are chofen the 
mailer, wardens, and court of affiftants, alfo the clerk, beadle, and other offi-
cers. T h e fums of money yearly diilributed in charity, by only twenty-three of 
the ninety-one, amount to 23,655!. and the number of the liverymen belonging 
to all the companies, are reckoned at 82 17. 

O f thefe companies there are twelve which are fuperior to the reft, both in an-
tiquity and wealth ; and of one of thefe twelve, the lord mayors have generally 
made themfelves free at their eleition, if they were not fo before. Thefe twelve 
companies are the Mercers, the Grocers, the Drapers, the Fiih-mongers, the Gold-
fmiths, the Skinners, the Merchant Taylors, the Haberdaihers, the Salters, the 
Iron-mongers, the Vintners, and Clothworkers. 

I. T h e Mercers company was incorporated by letters patent, granted by king 
Richard the Second, in 1393 : it pays in charitable ufes about 30001. a-year, 
and is governed by a prime, three other wardens, and forty affiftants, with 232 
liverymen, each of which pays a fine only of 2 1. 13 s. 4 d. upon his admiilion 
into the livery. Their hall is in Cheapfide. 

II. The Grocers company was anciently, called Pepperers;, but afiuming the 
name of grocers, it was incorporated under that denomination, by the letters 
patent of Edward the Third, which were confirmed by Henry the Sixth, in 1429. 
Thefe grants were confirmed by a new charter of Charles the Firft, in 1640, with 
an additional power of fearching and infpedting the goods and weights of all gro-
cers within the city and fuburbs of London, and three miles round. This corpora-
tion confifts of a prime and three other wardens, fifty-two affiftants, and 127 live-
rymen, whofe fine upon admiilion is 20 1. each. Their hall is in Grocers alley, in the 
Poultry and they have a great eftate, out of which they pay to the poor about 
7001. a-year. 

III. T h e company of Drapers was incorporated by Henry the Sixth, in 1439* 
by the title of c The mailer, wardens, brethren, and fillers of the guild or frater-
' nity of the bleffed Mary the Virgin, of the myftery of Drapers of the city of 
c London.' This company is governed by a mailer, four wardens, and thirty af-
fiftants ; and the number of members upon the livery are 140, each of which, 
when admitted, pays a fine of 25I. Their hall is in Throgmorton-ftreet; and 
they pay to charitable ufes about 40001. a-year. 

_ IV. The Fiihmongers, as well as the other vi&uallers of this city, were an-
ciently under the immediate direction of the lord mayor and court of aldermen, 
and confifted of two communities, the falt-fiih and ftock-fiihmongers. T h e falt-
fiihmongers were incorporated by Henry the Sixth, in 1433, and the ftock-fifh-
mongers by Henry the Eighth in 1509 ; but this divifion proving hurtful to the 
profeffion in general, they united, and were incorporated by letters patent of the 
twenty-eighth of Henry the Eighth, in 1536, by the name and title of the war-
dens and commonalty of the myftery of fiihmongers of the city of London. This 
corporation confifts of a prime and five other wardens, twenty eight affiftants, and 

V O L . II. E " 1 4 0 



M I D D L E S E X . 

140 liverymen, who, when admitted, pay each a fine of 13I. 6 s. 8 d. T h e i r 

hall is in Thames-flreet, and they pay to charitable ufes about 8001. per 

annum. 

V . T h e company of Goldfmitfis appears to be of great antiquity, for in 1180, 
the twenty-fixth of Henry the Second, it was, among other guilds, amerced for 
letting up without the king's fpecial licence. King Edward the Third, in con-
fiderauon of the fum of ten marks, incorporated this company in 1327, with a pri-
vilege of purchafing in mortmain, an eilate of 20 1. per annum. This grant was 
c o n f i r m e d by Richard the Second, in 1 3 9 4 ; and Edward.the Fourth, in 1462, in-
veiled the corporation with a privilege of infpe&ing, trying, and regulating all 
gold and filver wares, not only in this city, but in all other parts of the king-
dom, with a power to puniih all offenders concerned in working adulterated gold 
or filver, and a privilege of making by-laws for their better government. This 
company is governed by a prime, three other wardens, and ninety-eight aififl-
ants, with 198 liverymen, each of which pays 201. for admifiion. Their hall is 
in Foiler Lane ; and they have a very great eilate, out of which is annually paid 
to charitable ufes, above 10001. 

V I . T h e company of Skinners was incorporated by letters patent of the firfl of 
Edward the Third, in 1327, by the name of ' T h e mailer and wardens of the 
4 guild or fraternity of the body of Chriil, of the ilcinners of London. ' T h i s 
company confiils of a mailer, four wardens, fixty affiilants, and 13 7̂  liverymen, 
who pay each, upon being admitted, a fine of fifteen pounds. Their hall is on 
Dowgate-Hi l l ; and they have a very large eilate, out of which they pay annually 
to charitable ufes, about 700 1. 

VII . T h e fociety of Merchant Taylors was anciently denominated Taylors and, 
Linen-armourers, and incorporated by letters patent of the fifth year of Edward 
the Fourth, in 1466 but many of the members of the company being great 
merchants, and Henry the Seventh a member of it, that prince, in 1503, the 
eighteenth year of his reign, incorporated the company a fecond time, by the 
name of 4 T h e mailer and wardens of the merchant taylors of the fraternity of St, 
4 John the Baptiil, in the city of London.' This company is governed by a maf-
ter, four wardens, thirty-eight aifiilants, and 394 liverymen, each of which pays 
20I. upon admifiion. Their jiall is in Threadneedle-ilreet; and they pay to cha-
ritable ufes about 20001. a-year. 

VIII . T h e company of Haberdafhers was incorporated by letters patent of the 
twenty-fixth of Henry the Sixth, in 1407, by the ilile of the fraternity of St. Ca-
tharine the Virgin, of the haberdafhers of the city of London. This corporation 
is governed by a mailer, four wardens, ninety-three affiilants, and 342 livery-
men, who, upon their admifiion, pay each a fine of 25 1. Their hall is in Maiden 
L a n e a n d they have a large eilate, out of which they pay to charitable ufes 
about 3,5001. a-year. 

I X . T h e company of Salters appears to be of confiderable antiquity, by a grant 
of a livery from Richard the Second in 1394-, but the fraternity was firft incor-
porated by Elizabeth, in 1558, the firfl year of her reign. T h e company is 
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governed by a mailer, two wardens, twenty-feven aiTiilants, and 190,liverymen, 
whole fine upon admiilion is 201. each. Their hall is in Swithins Lane j and 
they have a very confiderable eflate, out of which they pay to charitable ufes 
about 5001. per annum. 

X . T h e Iron-mongers company was incorporated in 1464, the third of Edward 
the Fourth, and is governed by a mailer, two wardens, and eighty-four livery-
men, who are all aiTiilants, and pay each, upon admifiion, a fine of 15 1. Their 
hall is in Fenchurch-ilreet; and they have a iarge eilate, out of which is paid to 
charitable ufes about 1,800 1. a-year. Mr. Betton, a Turkey merchant, in 1724, 
left 26,0001. to this company in truft, to employ one moiety of the profits for ever 
in the ranfom of Britiih captives from Barbary, and the other moiety in relieving 
the poor of the company, and fupporting the charity fchools in the city and li-
berties. 

X I . T h e company of Vintners was anciently denominated Merchant wine tun-
ners of Gafcoyne, and confiiled of two kinds of dealers, the Veneatrii, who were 
the merchants or importers, and the Tabernarii, who were the retailers, and kept 
either taverns or cellars. This company was incorporated by letters patent the 
fifteenth of Henry the Sixth, in 1437, anc^ governed by a mailer, three war-
dens, twenty-eight aiTiilants. and 194 liverymen each of which, upon their ad-
mifiion, pays a fine of 31I. 13 s. 4<d. Their hall is in Thames-flreet; and they 
have a very confiderable eilate, out of which they pay yearly to charitable ufes 
about 600 1. 

XII . T h e company of Clothworkers was firfl incorporated by Edward the 
Fourth, in 1482, by the name of 4 T h e fraternity of the Aflumption of the blef-
6 fed Virgin Mary, of the fheermen of London but it was incorporated a 
fecond time by queen Elizabeth, by the name of the mailer, wardens, and com-
monalty of the freemen of the art and myflery of clothworkers of the city 
of London : Elizabeth's charter was confirmed by Charles the Firfl, in 1634. 
This corporation is governed by a mailer, four wardens, thirty-three aiTiilants, 
and 154 liverymen; each of whom, upon their admiifion, pays a fine of 201. 
Their hall is in Mincing L a n e ; and they have a very large eflate, out of which 
is annually paid to charitable ufes about 1,400 1. 

The principal incorporated focieties of the merchants of this city are, the Ham-
burgh company, the Hudfon's Bay company, the Ruffia company, the Turkey 
company, the Eait-India company, the Royal African company, the South Sea 
company, and fome Infurance companies, 

I. T h e Hamburgh company was originally ililed the merchants of the ilaple, 
and afterwards merchant adventurers. They were firil incorporated by king Ed-
ward the Firil, and by leave of the duke of Brabant, made Antwerp their ilaple 
or mart for the Low Countries ; but Edward the Third removed their ilaple, firft 
to Calais, in his French territories, and then to feveral great towns in England : 
queen Elizabeth enlarged the trade of this company, and impowered its members 
to treat with the princes and Hates of Germany, for a proper place for their flaple, 
which was at length fixed at Hamburgh, where they obtained the name of the 
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¡Hamburgh company. They have a governor, a deputy-governor, and a fellow--

ihip, or court of affiftants. 

II. T h e Hudfon's Bay company, incorporated by Charles the Second, in 167a, 
carry on a confiderable trade to all places within Hudfon's Streights and Bay, 
where they have feveral faétories, to which the natives bring their furs, fkins, 
and other commodities, in exchange for the commodities of England. This cor-
poration is governed by a governor, a deputy-governor, and leven aífiítants, and 
has a handfome hall in Fenchurch-ftreet, built of brick. 

III. T h e Ruffia company was firil incorporated by queen Mary, in 1555, 
and not only impowered to carry on an exclufive trade to all parts o f the Ruf-
fian empire, but to all fuch countries as they ihould difcover in thofe northern 
parts: their privileges were confirmed by parliament, and enlarged by king 
James the Firft, in 1614. T h e affairs of the company are managed by a gover-
nor, four confuís, and four and twenty affiftants. 

I V . T h e T u r k e y or Levant company was firft incorporated by queen Elizabeth' 
in 1579 i a n d its privileges were augmented and confirmed by king James the Firft ' 
who' impowered the members to trade to all parts of the Levant. T h e affairs of 
this company are managed by a governor, a. deputy-governor, and eighteen aí-
fiftants. 

V . T h e Eaft-India company was firft incorporated by queen Elizabeth, in 1601+, 
but Oliver Cromwell, in the beginning of his ufurpation, laid open the trade, upon 
a fuppofition, that it would be of advantage to the nation ; but in 1657, the fe-
parate trade having proved fatal to the undertakers, they were, for the good of 
the whole, united to the company by the legiflature. In the year 1698, a new 
Eaft-India company was eftablifhed by adt of parliament, by virtue of which the 
old company was to have been diffolved after the expiration of a certain term ; 
but by the good offices of friends to both, and for their mutual interefts, the two 
companies were joined in 1702, and have ever fince been ftiled the united com-
pany of merchants trading to the Eaft-Indies.- T h e y have a governor, a deputy-
.-jovernor, and twenty-four directors, chofen annually. T h e y have a houfe in 
Leadenhall-ftreet, which was rebuilt in 1726, and is a fpacious, handfome, and 
very convenient ftru&ure. 

V I . T h e Royal African company was firft incorporated in 1588, by queen 
Elizabeth, for trading to the African coaft. It was incorporated a fecond time by 
kino- Charles the Second, with an exclufive power to trade all along the coaft of 
Africa, from the port of Sallee, in South Barbary, to the Cape of Good Hope, 
during 1000 years. Upon this, the company erefted and fettled feveral forts and 
factories but the trade being laid open by parliament, in 1697, the company 
was clifabled from fupporting them. For this reafon it was enabled, that all pri-
vate traders to Africa ihould pay the company i o l . per cent, for that purpofe, 
but the fum produced was fo deficient, that in 1730 the parliament found it ne-
ceffary to grant 100,0001. for keeping up the fortrefies, which fum has ever fince 
been occasionally continued by parliamentary grants. T h e affairs of this com-
pany are managed by a governor, a fub-governor, a deputy, and thirty-fix -di-
rectors. 

VII . T h e 
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VII" T h e South Sea company was incorporated by af t of parliament, in the 

year 1710, the ninth of queen Anne, in confideration of its paying off a debt of 
0,177 067 1. 15 s. 4 d. due from the government, and not provided for by par-
liament It was intended for carrying on a trade to the fouth fea, and for the 
encouragement of the fiihery ; and by another a d the following year, after the dii-
charo-e of the- debt due to the company, from the .government, - it was made per-
petual In the year 1714 , the capital of the company, upon lending the govern. • 
ment an additional fum of "822,0321. 4 s . 8 d. was enlarged by a d of parlia-
ment to ten millions, for which the members received intereft at fix per cent. In 
the year 1720 an act of parliament paffed to enable the company to increafe their 
capital by redeeming feveral of the public debts, and to raife money for the dif-
charo-e' of fundry national incumbrances. By the feveral arts ufed on this 
occafion, the capital ftock of the company was increafed, by fubfcnptions, to 
09 9 262 1 8 s. 3-d. T h e company has a governor, iub-governor, and thirty 
dire£tors • and the houfe,-which is 'the belt of the kind in London, is a fpacious 
building, of ftone and brick, and itands between Threadneedle-itreet and Broad-

itreet, 

There are two incorporated companies which infure fhips at fea, both efrab- -
liffied in the reign of king George the Firit, one is called the Royal Exchange 
Infurance company, whofe office is kept in a part of that building ; and the other 
is the London Infurance company, . whofe office is kept in Cornhill, near the 
Royal Exchange. 

There are alfo feveral offices eltabliihed in this city for infuring houfes and 
o-oods from fire : thefe offices keep a number of fervants in conitant pay, to affiit 
m quenching fires thefe - fervants are called fire-men, and are diltinguifhecl by 
filver badge?, with the arms of the offices to which they belong ; and that water 
may never be wanting, the large wooden fubterraneous pipes, that fupply. the city 
with water from the Thames and the N e w River, are perforated at -proper dift-
ances, and flopped with a plug,-which is called af ire plug ; and which, being 
drawn out, immediately lets the water into the ftreet by a copious ftream, which -
iffues with fuch force, that it rifes near a foot, in a jet not lefs than four inches 
diameter. O f thefe plugs the pariih officers keep the keys ; and that every one 
may know where they are, tjje two letters F . P. are painted in large black cha-
racters on a white ground, in fome conspicuous part of the houfe that .itands next 
them. 

• There ate alfo feveral offices for the infurance of lives, where, in confideration 
of a fmall annual fum, paid during the life of a certain per.fon, a confiderable lum 
is paid at fuch perfon's death. 

By a lift of the fnips that belonged to this'city in the .year 1732, taken from 
the general regifter at the cuftom-houfe, it appears,-that the total number of vef-
fels was. 1 4 1 7 , and of the men employed to navigate them, 2 1 , 7 9 7 : it alfo ap-
pears, that from Chriftmas 1727, to Chriftmas 1728, the number of Britiih fhips 
that arrived in London from ports beyond the fea, amounted to 1,839 > fo-
reign fhips, 213 of coafters, 6,837, and in the whole, 8,889, and yet, prodi-
gious as this number is, it has greatly increafed, 

4 ' WEST-;-
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W E S T M I N S T E R , the fecond divifion of this vaft metropolis, derives its name 
from "a*mivfier or abbey, called'/Ynftminfter, on account of its fituation in refpeft 
of St. Paul's cathedral in the city of London, which was formerly called Eaft-
'hnnjlcr. 

T h a t diftria, which anciently included the city of Weftminfter, ftands at the 
diftance of one mile weftward of the city of London, and contains only two 
pariihes thofe of St. Margaret and St. John, befides two chapels of eafe. It forms 
a triano-le, of which one fide extends along the Thames, from Whitehall to Mill-
bank "another from MMlbank to the weft end of a park called St. James's Park, 
and the third from the weft end of the park to Whitehall, the whole being about 
two miles in circumference. 

T h e city of Weftminfter, by an a£t of parliament patted in the twenjy-feveoth 
year of queen Elizabeth, is governed by a high fteward, an officer of great ftate 
and dignity, who is commonly one of the firft peers of the realm, and is chofen 
for life, by the dean and chapter of a collegiate church in this city, dedicated to 
St Peter, and called the abbey church; an under fteward, who likewife holds his 
office for'life, is nominated by the high fteward, and confirmed by the dean ; and 
an hiph bailiff, whofe office is alfo for life, named by the dean and chapter, and 
confirmed by the high fteward. Befides thefe officers, here are fixteen biirgefies 
and as many affiftants, and a high conftable, chofen by the burgeftes at the court 
leet, which is held by the high fteward or his deputy. Out of the fixteen bur-
o-effes two chief burgeffes are chofen, one for each of two precinds, into which 
Weftminfter is divided. T h e high fteward, or his deputy, prefides as chairman at 
the quarter feffions of this city and its liberties. T h e high bailiff is a perfon al-
ways fuppofed to be converfant in the l a w h e has the power of a ilieriff, fum-
mons juries, prefides over all the bailiffs o f this city, and liberties, fupenntends 
elettions for members of parliament, and fits next the under fteward in court, 
where he receives all the fines and forfeitures to his own ufe the two chief bur-
defies fit next him. Other inferior officers are a town clerk, an afferour, and a '¿D 
crier. 

T h e dean and chapter are invefted with an ecclefiaftical and civil jurifdi&ion 
within the liberties of Weftminfter, St. Martins le Grand, near Cheapfide, in the 
city of London, and fome towns in Eflex, which are exempted both from the ju-
rifdiftion of the bifhop of London, and archbiihop of Canterbury. 

In queen Elizabeth's time, Weftminfter had but four parifh churches, St. 
Margaret's, St. Martin's in the Fields, the Savoy church, and St. Clement's Danes 
but now, befides the two parifh churches of St. Margaret and St. John, the ori-
ginal diftria of the city, it has feven churches, St. Clement's Danes, St. Paul's 
Covent Garden, St. Mary's le Strand, St. Martin's in the Fields, St. Anne's, St, 
James's, and St. George's, Flanover Square. 

St. Margaret's church was founded by Edward the Confefibr, fince which time 
it has been frequently rebuilt and repaired-, and in 1735, it was not only re-
paired, but its tower was cafed, at the expence of 3,5001. granted by parlia-
ment, in confideration of its being the church where the houfe of commons at-
tend divine fervice on ftate holidays, as the peers do at Weftminfter Abbey. 

In 
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In the eail end of this church is a window curiouily painted, with the hiilory of 
the crucifixion, together with the figures of feveral apoftles and faints, finely exe-
cuted. It belonged formerly to a private chapel at Copt-Hall, near Epping, in 
Effex, and was purchafed by the officers of this pariih a few years ago, for four 
hundred guineas. 

T h e church of St. John the Evangelift was built in 172 8, and is remarkable 
only for having funk while it was building, which occafioned an alteration in the 
plan. On the north and fouth fides of this church are magnificent porticos, fup-
ported by vail ftone pillars, as is alfo the roof of the church. A t each of the 
four corners is a beautiful ftone tower and pinnacle : thefe additions were ereéled 
that the whole might fink equally, and owe their magnitude to the fame caufe.. 
T h e parts of this building are held together by iron bars, which crofs even the 
iiles. 

T h e moil remarkable flru£lure in Weilminfler is the abbey church of St. Peter. 
T h e earlieit mention of a church and convent here, is about the year 850, when 
the convent was deflroyed by the Danes. It was however rebuilt by king Edgar, 
and enlarged by Edward the Confeffor ; and the prefent magnificent ftru&ure was 
ere&ed in the time of king Henry the Third. It fuffered much by fire in 1274, 
but was repaired by Edward the Firfl, Edward the Second, and the abbats. In 
1700, this church being much decayed, the parliament granted money for re-
pairing it, as it has done often fince. 

T h e form of the abbey church is that of a long crofs its length is 489 feet, 
and the breadth of the weft front 66 feet ; the length of the crofs ifie is 189 feet,, 
and the height of the roof 92. feet. A t the weft end are two towers : the" nave 
and crofs ifie are fupported by fifty flender pillars of SuiTex marble, about twelve 
feet and a half afunder, befides pilafters. There are ninety-four windows in the 
upper and lower ranges, all which, with the arches, roofs, and doors, are in the 
ancient Gothic tafte. T h e infide of this church is much better executed than the 
outfide -, the perfpe&ive is good, particularly that of the grand iile : the choir, 
from which _ there is an afcent by feveral fteps, to a fine altar-piece, is paved lo-
zengewife with black and white marble, and has twenty-eight flails on the north, 
as many on the fouth, and; eight at the weft end. 

In this church, which is the depofitary of our illuftrious dead,, there are'twelve 
fepulchral chapels, containing feveral ancient and curious monuments of the kincrs, 
queens, and nobility of this country : thefe are the chapels of Edward the Con-
feffor, Henry the Seventh, St. Benedid, St. Edmund, St. Nicholas, St. Paul, St. 
John Baptift, St. Erafmus, St. John the Evangelift, St. Michael, St. Andrew, and 
St. Blaife. Befides the monuments contained in thofe chapels, there are many 
worth obfervation in the feveral iiles of this church, in memory of our poets, phi-
lofophers, heroes, and patriots. 

Near the abbey church is the king's fchool, ufually called Weftminfter fchooL -, 
It was originally, founded in 1070, and founded a fécond time by queen Eliza-
beth, in 1560, whence it is fometimes called the Queen's college, for a head maf-
ter, a fécond mailer, and forty fcholàrs, who are called king's lcholars, and fitted 
for the univerfity.-, they are provided with all necefiaries except cloathing, of 

3 - which"! 
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-which they have only a gown once a-year. This is now become one of the great-
eft fchools in the k i n g d o m ; it has not only a firft and fecond mailer, but five 
iLiihers • and befides the boys upon the foundation, here are between three and 
four hundred young gentlemen, moil of them the children of perfons of the firft 
fortunes and families in the kingdom. Out of this fchool fix or more boys are 
ele6ted yearly for Trinity college in Cambridge, and Chnft's Church in Ox-
ford. 

Near the weft gate of the abbey church, is a building called the Gate-houfe, 
which is ufed as a prifon, both for debtors and felons, and was ereCted in the 
time of king Edward the Third. 

In a place called Tothill-fields, in the pariih of St. Margaret, there is a bride-
well or work-houfe; and in the lame pariih, an hofpital, founded by king Charles 
the Firft, for poor orphans, befides ten alms-houfes, and fix charity fchools. 

On the north-eaft fide of the abbey church, is an old Gothic building, called 
Weftminfter-hall, firft built by Will iam Rufus, as an addition to a royal palace 
there, and afterwards rebuilt by king Richard the Second, in the year 1397. It 
is reckoned one of the largeft rooms in Europe, being 270 feet long, 74 feet 
broad, and 90 feet high, fupported only by buttrefles, without one pillar the roof 
is timber, and was a few years ago flated, the old covering of lead being thought 
too heavy : the pavement is of itone. In this fpacious room the kings of E n g -
land have o-enerally held their coronation, and other folemn, feafts. It is generally 
ufed for the trial of peers and here, ever fince the reign of Henry the Third, 
the three great courts of chancery, king's bench, and common pleas, have been 
generally held, at the four terms of the year j and the court of exchequer is held 
above ft airs, 

Adjoining to the fouth-eaft angle of Weftminfter-hall, is a building formerly 
called St. Stephen's chapel, from its having been dedicated to St. Stephen : it was 
founded by king Stephen, and in 1347, rebuilt by king Edward the Third, who 
converted it to a collegiate church ; but ever fince it was furrendered to Edward 
the Sixth, it has been ufed for the afiembly of the reprefentatives of the com-
mons of England, and is now generally called the houfe of commons. It is a 
neat room, capable of holding 600 perfons, and has commodious apartments^ 
about it, as the fpeaker's chamber, rooms for committees, and other offices. T h e 
benches'for the members, which gradually afcend one above another, as in a 
theatre, are covered with green cloth ; the floor is matted, and there are wain-
fcot o-alleries around it, fuftained by cantilevers adorned with carved work, where 
ftrangers are often permitted to fit and hear the debates. 

Adioining to Weftminfter-hall, on the fouth fide, is an edifice called the houfe 
of lords, or the houfe of peers, from being the place where the peers of Great 
Britain aifemb'le in parliament. This houfe ftands fouth and north, as that of the 
commons does eaft and weft. It is an oblong room, fomewhat lefs than 
that in which the commons meet, and is hung v/ith fine old tapeftry, 
with hiftorical figures, reprefenting the defeat of the Spanifh Armada in 1 5 8 8 ; 
the gift of the States of Holland to queen Elizabeth. Here is a throne 

for 
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for the king, with feats on the right and left for fuch princes of the blood as are 
peers of the realm. Before the throne are three broad feats, fluffed with wool ; 
on the firft of which, next to the throne, fits the lord chancellor, or keeper of the 
great feal, who is fpeaker of the houfe of peers ; and on the other two fit the 
judges, the mailer of the rolls, or the mailers in chancery, who attend occafion-
ally to be confulted in points of law. T h e two archbiihops fit at fome diilance 
from the throne, on the right hand, and the other biihops in a row under them. 
T h e benches for the lords fpiritual and temporal are covered with red c loth; and 
there is a bar acrofs the houfe, at the end oppofite to the throne. 

Adjoining to the Houfe of Lords is an apartment called the Prince's Chamber 
where die k ing is robed when he comes to the houfe ; and there are other apart-
ments in which the peers put on their robes. • 

Between the Houfe of Lords and the Houfe of Commons is an apartment called 
the Court of Requeits, where fuch as have bufinefs in either houfe attend. 

Another apartment, called the Painted Chamber, flands alfo between both 
houfes : This is faid to have been Edward the Confeifor's bed-chamber, and the 
room in which the parliaments were anciently opened. Conferences 'are often 
held here between the two houfes, or their committees, there beino- a nailery o f 
communication for the members of the houfe of commons to come up without 
being crouded. 

But the principal public building in Weilminiler is a bridge called Wcftmin-
iler-Bridge, built over the Thames, from a place called the Woolflaple, near N e w 
Palace-yard, to the oppofite ihore. It is accounted one of the fineft bridges in 
the world, and extends in length from wharf to wharf 1223 feet, beino- full C?OD 

feet longer than London Bridge. It is forty-four feet wide, a commodious f o o t ' 
way being allowed for paifengers on each fide, of about feven feet broad railed 
above die road allowed for carriages, and paved with broad moorftones. T h e in 
termediate fpace is iufficient to admit three carriages and two horfes to o-0 abreafl 
This bridge confiils of thirteen large and two imall arches, with fourteen inter" 
mediate piers : Each pier terminates with a faliant right anp-le againfb the flream 
both upward and downward : the two middle piers are eachYeventeen feet wide' 
at the fprmging of the arches, and contain 3000 cubic feet, or near 200 tons o f ' 
i o i d i t o n e ; and the others decreafe in width equally on each fide, by one foo<-
The arches of this bridge are all femicircular, and fpring from about two feet 
above low-water-mark. T h e middle arch is feventy-fix feet wide, and the reft 
decreafe 111 width equally on each fide by four feet. There are ferni-ofon-mlar 
towers, which form receffes in the foot-way. T h e whole is lighted by lamps" and 

fenced on each fide with a wall and baluftrade. • f ' i a 

T h e free water-way under the arches of this bridge is 870 f e e t ; fo that there is 
no lenfible fall of water. 

T h e firil ftone was laid the 29th of January 1 7 3 8 - 9 ; the building was finiihed 
the 10th of November 1750, and the bridge opened the 17th following. 

Y o u II. I ° o n 
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On the bank of the Thames, at the confines of St Margaret's pariih, and next 
to thofe of St. Martin's in the Fields, was a palace called Whitehall, originally 
built by Hubert de Burgh, earl of Kent, before the year 1243. It afterwards, 
came to the archbifliops of Y o r k whence it was called Y o r k Place, and conti-
nued to be the city refidence of the archbiihops, till it was putchafed by king 
Henry the Eighth of cardinal Wolfey, in 1530-, then it became the place of refi-
dence for the court, and continued fo till the year 1697, when by accidental fire it 
was all burnt down, except the part called the Banquetting-houfe, which had been 
added to the palace of Whitehall by king James the Firft, according to a defign 
of Inigo Jones. This Banquetting-houfe is an elegant and magnificent ftrudure, 
built of hewn ftone, adorned with an upper and lower range of pillars, of the 
Ionic and Compofite orders : the capitals are enriched with fruit and foliage ; and 
between the columns are the windows. T h e roof is covered with lead, and fur-
rounded with a baluftrade. T h e Banquetting-houfe chiefly confifts of one room, 
of an oblong form, forty feet high, and a proportionable length and breadth. 
T h e deling I s painted by the celebrated Sir Peter Paul Rubens. It is now ufed 
only as a chapel-royal, and the reft of the houfe ferves for ftate offices. 

Oppofite to the Banquetting-houfe is a modern edifice, in a very good manner, 
called the Horfe-guards, from the king's horfe-guards, who, while his majefty 
refides at St. James's palace, do duty here, two at a time being conftantly mount-
ed, and compleatly armed, under two fiope porches, detached from the building, 
and ereCted to ihelter them from the weather. This ftruCture confifts of a center 
and two wings. In the center is an arched paflage into St. James's Park ; and 
the building°over this has a pediment, on which are the king's arms cut in bas 
relief. T h e wing on each fide of this center is a pavilion, and in the middle rifes 
a cupola: the wings are plainer than the center, and confift each of a front, pro-
ceding a little, with ornamented windows, in the principal ftory, and a plain one 
in titTfides 5 each has its pediment, with a circular window in the center. 

Near the Horfe-guards is the Treafury, under the government of five lords com-
miffioners, one of°whom is called firft lord of the treafury : under thefe are two 
joint fecretaries, four chief clerks, and fixteen under clerks, with other officers. 
This building fronts the Parade-in St. James's Park, and confifts of three ftories. 
It has a court on the infide, furrounded with buildings. T h e office of trade and 
plantations is alfo kept here, under the government of eight commiffioners, and 
other officers, whofe bufinefs it is to examine the cuftom-houfe accounts of all 
the o-cods exported and imported to and from the feveral parts of the kingdom ; 
'in order to difcover the advantages and difadvantages of the trade of this nation 
w i t h o t h e r kingdoms and ftates, in regard to the balance of trade; and alfo to 
benefit our plantations, by promoting their trade, and encouraging fuch branches 
as are moft conducive to their respective interefts, as well as that of the kingdom 
in general. 

T h e church of St. Martin was fo called from having been dedicated to St. Mar-
tin : It is alfo diftinguiihed by the name of St. Martin's in the Fields, from its 
fituation, which was formerly a field, with only a few houfes about i t j though 
now it is nearly in the center of that vail mafs of buildings which has connected 
Weftminfter with London, and runs out collaterally to a very great extent. T h e 

church 
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church of St. Martin being decayed, was rebuilt by Henry the Eighth • it was 
afterwards rebuilt by king James the F i r f t ; but not being large enough to ac-
commodate the inhabitants, it was augmented in 1607, at the charge of Prince 
Henry, eldeft fon of James the Firft, and feveral of the nobility: b m after many 
expenfive reparations, it was entirely taken down in 1720, according to an a£t o f 
parliament, and a new church begun, which was finiihed in 1 7 ^ 6 ^ This is an 
elegant edifice, built of ftone. It has a noble portico on the weft front of Co 
nnthian columns, fupporting a pediment, in which are the royal arms cut in bas 
relief. T h e afcent to this portico is by a flight of very long fteps. T h e length 
of this church is about 140 feet, the breadth 60, and the height 4* • it has a 
fine arched roof, fuftained by Corinthian ftone columns. T h e iteeple Ins 
beautiful fpire, and one of the beft rings of bells in London. T h e pariih of St 
Martin, which is fuppofed to have been originally taken out of St Margaret's" 
has fo mcreaied both in houfes and inhabitants, that it is now one of the largeit 
and moft populous in the bills of mortality : and though the pariihes of St Paul's 
Covent Garden, St. Anne's, St. James's, and St. George's Hanover Square, 

have been taken out of it, the number of its houfes is computed at no lels than 
4000. 1 

, T h e Admiralty-office is in this pariih, and is a magnificent ftrufture built 
With brick and ftone. T h e eaft front has two deep wings, and a very lofty por 
tico, fupported by four very large ftone pillars. Befides a hall, and other com 
man rooms, here are feven fpacious houfes for feven commiffioners of the Admi-
ralty. T h e wall before the court has been lately rebuilt in an elegant manner -
a piazza confifting of beautiful columns, runs almoft from one end to the other' 
and each fide of the gate is ornamented with a fea-horfe, not ill cut in ftone In 
this office are tranfafted all affairs belonging to the jurifdi&ion of the admiraltv • 
admirals, captains and other naval officers are nominated, and orders iffued for 
the trial of thofe who have failed in their duty. 

In the pariih of St. Martin, where feveral capital flreets terminate is a large 
opening called Channg-crofs, from one of the croffes which king Edward he 
Firft caufed to be ereded in memory of his queen Eleanor, and Charinl the 
name of a village which ftood on the fpot where the crofs was built. T h f crofs 
continued till the civil wars in the reign of Charles the Firft, when it was entirely 
deftroyed by the fanatics as a monument of popiih fuperftition s but a te the 
reftoration, an equeftnan ftatue of k i n g Charles the Firft was fet up in its ftead 
this ftatue ftill remains; it is o fbrafs , and very finely executed. It ftandson a 
pedeilal feventeen feet high, and is fecured by a pallifade, inclofingan a e a o f 
thirty feet diameter, which is elevated about twelve inches ¡bove the fheet 

Near Charing-crofs, upon the eaft fide, is Northumberland-houfe, fo called 
from its having been in poffeffion of the earls of Northumberland for more t m 
a hundred years. It was originally built in the reign of k ing James the Firft bv 
Henry Howard earl of Northampton, and is almoft the only^houfe of t i e ancien 
nobility remaining in London. It originally confifted of three iid-s onlv b vr 

.Near 
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Near Charino-crofs, on the north fide, is a place called the Mews, now con-
tainino- ftables for the king's horfes. Mews is a name given to places where hawks 
are kept, and is derived from Mew, a term uled among falconers, fignifying to 
moult, or' eaft feathers; and this place was ufed for the accommodation of the 
kind's falconers and hawks, fo early as the year 1 3 7 7 ; but the king's ftables at 
Lomefbury, now called Bloomibury, being deftroyed by fire in the year 1537 , 
king Henry the Eighth cauled the hawks to be removed, and the Mews to be en-
larged, and fitted up for his horfes and it has continued to be the king's ftables 
ever fince. T h e building confifts of a quadrangle j which being greatly decayed* 
the north fide was rebuilt in a magnificent manner by king George the Second, 
in the year 1732. 

Near the Mews are a public fchool and library, belonging to St. Martin's pa-
rifh. This fchool was endowed, and the library well furnifhed with books, in 
the reign of king James the Second, by Dr. Tennifon, then minifter in this pa-
rifti, and afterwards archbifliop of Canterbury. 

In the parifh of St. Martin is an old building, called St. James's houie, to 
which the court removed upon the burning of Whitehall in 1 6 9 7 ; and it has 
continued to be the refidence of our kings ever fince. A n hofpital, founded by:_ 
the citizens of London before the Conqueft, for fourteen leprous maids, for-
merly flood on this fpot and from this hofpital the palace, which was built 
by king Henry the Eighth, foon after the general diffolution, derived its name. 
It is an irregular building, of a mean appearance from without, but it contains 
many beautiful and magnificent apartments. T h e chapel of the hofpital was con-
verted to the ufe of the royal family, as it remains to this day, and is a royal pecu-
liar exempted from all epifcopal jurifdiCtion. T h e fervice of the chapel is like 
that in cathedrals ; and for that end there belongs to it a dean, a lord almoner, a 
fubdean, forty-eight chaplains, who preach in their turns before the royal family, 
twelve gentlemen of the chapel, two organifts, ten children, a ferjeant, a yeo-
man, a groom of the veftry, and a bell-ringer. 

W h e n this palace was built, it abutted in the fouth-weft upon an uncultivated 
fwampy traCt of ground, which the king inclofed, and converted into a park, 
called*from the palace St. James's P a r k : he alio laid it out into walks, and col-
lected the water into one body. It was afterwards much enlarged and improved 
by Charles the Second, who planted it with lime trees, and formed a beautiful 
villa, near half a mile in length, called the Mall, from its being adapted to a play 
at bowls fo called. H e aifo formed the water into a canal of 100 feet broad, and 
2800 feet long, and furnifhed the Park with a decoy, and other ponds for water 
fowl. This Park, which is near a mile and an half in circumference, and fur-
rounded with magnificent ftruCtures, is conftantly open, and ufed as a thorough-
fare by all forts of people. A t the eaft end is a fpacious parade for the exercife of 
the horfe and foot guards. 

In a line with St. James's palace, on the eaft fide, is Marlborough-houfe, which 
belongs to the duke of Marlborough, and is a very large brick edifice, orna-
mented with ftone, and built in a peculiar tafte. It has two wings, and a very 
fpacious court before i t : the front, which is very extenfive, has only two feries 
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of windows: the building is terminated by a baluftrade on the top : and the apart-
ments are magnificent, well difpofed, and richly furnifhed. 

On the weft fide of St. James's Park, fronting the Mall and grand canal, ftands 
the Queen's Palace. It was originally known by the name of Arlington-houfe ; 
but being purchafed by the late duke of Buckingham's father, who rebuilt it, 
in 1703, from the ground, with brick and ftone, it was called Buckingham-houfe 
till the year 1762, when his prefent majefty bought i t ; and it began to be called-
the Queen's Palace, from the particular pleafure the Queen exprefied in the retire-
ment of this houle. It is in every refpeft a fine building, and not only commands 
a profpeft of St. James's Park in front, but has a park, lately much enlarged, and. 
a canal, belonging to itfelf behind it, together with a good garden, and a fine ter-
race, from whence, as well as from the apartments, there is a profpe6t of the ad-
jacent country. It has a fpacious court-yard, inclofed with iron rails, fronting. 
St. James's Park, with offices on each fide, feparated from the manfion-houfe by 
two wings of bending piazzas, and arched galleries, elevated on pillars of the 
Tufcan, Doric, and Ionic orders. Each front of this houfe has two ranges of 
pilafters, of the Corinthian and Tufcan orders. 

North-weft of Buckingham-houfe, at the fouthr-eaft corner of Hyde-park, in 
a fine fituation, and a clear and pure air, is a neat plain building, which formerly 
belonged to Lord Lanefborough, but was, in the year 1733, taken and fitted up 
by a charitable fociety, for the reception of the fick and lame, by the name of 
St. George's hofpital. It was firft opened for the admiffion of patients on the firft. 
day of January 1734, and has ever fince been fupported by voluntary fubfcrip-
tions and. do nations, and. lo well attended and managed, that now it is one of the 
moft flourifhing hofpitals in the kingdom. T h e governors of this charity are. 
about 300. 

Near St. George's Hofpital is a L o c k Hofpital, erected for the reception of. 
perfons afflided with venereal diforders, and fupported by voluntary fubfcriptions 
and, donations. 

Befides many noble private buildings in the pariih of St. Martin, that have not 
been mentioned here, but would in a. larger work merit particular notice, this 
parifli contains the following additional public ones two charity-fchools, two 
alms-houfes, a pariih work-houle, a round-houfe, and a play-houfe. 

St. James's Church was built in the reign of Charles the Second, at the expence* 
of Henry earl, of St. Albans,, and other neighbouring inhabitants ; and was made 
parochial by ail of parliament in 1685. T h e building is of brick and ftone,, 
about eighty-five, feet long, fixty broad, and forty-five feet high, with a handfome 
fteeple 150 feet in height. 

St. James's Square is in the pariih of St. James's, and is an area of at leafl four-
acres, built round chiefly with noblemens houles, in the modern tafte. In the 
middle of the fq.uare is a fine bafon, furrounded with a gravel walk, and inclofed; 
with an iron palifade. 

In a ftreet called Piccadilly, in the pariili of St. James's, is Burlington-houfe, fo^ 
called from its being 'the refidence of the earls of Burlington: it is fenced from1. 

the.' 
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the ftreet by a brick wall, about 220 feet in length, in which are three coach-gates. 
T h e front of the houfe is of (tone, and is remarkable for the beauty of the deiign 
and workmanfhip. 'It has two wings, joined by a circular collonade of the Doric 
order. T h e front was built by the late earl of Burlington : the apartments are in a 
fine tafte ; and the ftair-cafe painted with great fpirit, by Seb. Ricci. Behind the 
houle is a fpacious garden. 

In Piccadilly are feveral other magnificent houfes, as Sunderland-houfe, Devon-
ihire-houfe, and two new houfes, one eredted by the earl of Bath, and the other 
by the earl of Egremont. In this pariih there are two chapels of eafe, three cha-' 
rity-fchools, two fquares, two markets, part of a third, and a workhoufe for the 
pariih poor. 

T h e Church of St. George the Martyr is a beautiful ftru&ure, near a fquare 
called Hanover fquare. This was one of the fifty new churches ereóted within 
the bills of mortality, by aft of parliament, in the reign of queen Anne. T h e 
ground for the church was given by the late lieutenant-general Stewart, who alio 
left 40001. to the pariih, towards ereéting and endowing a charity-fchool; which, 
by the additional benefa6tions and fubfcriptions of the pariihioners, is become 
very confiderable. In this pariih are four chapels of eafe, a workhoufe for the 
poor, and a market for meat and herbage. 

Here are two fpacious quadrangles of magnificent houfes, called Hanover and 
Grolvenor Squares. Hanover Square confifts of an area of about two acres í 
Grofvenor Square contains about five acres, and is laid out with gravel and green 
walks, and quickfet buihes. It is inclofed with a baluftrade upon a dwarff wall, 
and adorned in the center with a gilt equeftrian ftatue of king George the Firft, 
on a pecleftal. 

In Duke-ftreet, Grofvenor's Square, in this pariih, is a Lying-in Hofpital, for 
unmarried as well as married women. It is fupported by voluntary contributions, 
and any woman recommended by a governor or fubfcriber is received, and pro-
vided with afiiftance, and all necefiaries, during the lait ftage of her pregnancy, 
and the month of lying-in. 

Near Oxford road, in this pariih, is a plain but commodious brick buildinre-
called the Middlefex Hofpital, for the reception of the fick and lame, and for 
lying-in married women. T h e firft inilitution of this charity was in Auguf t 1745, 
in two houfes adjoining to each other, in Windmill ftreet, Tottenham-court 
road, in this neighbourhood : but the number of patients greatly increafing, this 
building was begun in 1755. T h e apartments for the reception of lyinp--in 
women are remote from thofe for the fick and lame. This Hofpital is fupported 
by charitable contributions. T h e number of beds at prefent is fixty-four; and the 
number of patients admitted, from the firft inftitution to the beginning of June 
1 7 5 I ? is whom 1829 were fick and lame, 11,785 were out-patients, 
and 1425 lying-in women. 

St. Anne's pariih being taken out of St. Martin's pariih, by a d of parliament 
in 1678, a church, dedicated to St. Anne, was finiihed in 1686, of brick and 
ilone. T h e great ornaments of this pariih are two fquares, one called Soho 
Square, and the other Leicefter Square.- Soho Square is an area, of three acres, 
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furrounded with high palifades, inclofing a garden, in which is a ftatue 
of king Charles the Second, ereded on a pedeftal, placed in the middle of 
a fmall bafon. A t his feet lie the reprefentation of the four principal rivers in 
England, the Thames, the Severn, the Tine, and the Humber. T h e north and 
weft fides of Leicefter Square are in this pariih. Leicefter Square is an area of be-
tween two and three acres : on the north fide is Saville-houfe, the winter refi-
dence of his prefent majefty, while prince of Wales ; and adjoining to that is 
Leicefter-houfe, the refidence of the princefs dowager of Wales. This fquare is 
inclofed with iron rail?, and in the center is a gilt equeftrian ftatue of king George 
the Second, on a high pedeftal. 

T h e greateft part of the pariih of St. Paul Covent-garden was anciently a garden, 
belonging to the abbat and convent of Weftminfter, and was then properly called 
Convent-garden, a name fince corrupted into Covent, and fometimes Common-garden^ 
In 1552, king Edward the Sixth gave it to John earl of Bedford, together with 
a field near it, formerly called the Seven acres, but now being turned into a lono-
ftreet, it is called Long-acre. 

In 1640, Francis earl of Bedford ereded a chapel for the ufe of his tenants in 
and about Covent-garden, which chapel is now the pariih church; and in 1645-
this precind was feparated, by a d of parliament, from the pariih of St. Martin's", 
and conftituted an indépendant parifh. T h e church was built by Inio-0 Jones, and 
is efteemed, by the beft judges, one of the moil fimple and pei fed pieces o f 
architedure in the world. In the front is a plain portico of the Tufcan order r 
the columns are maffy, and the intercolumniation large. This portico is defended 
by an iron palifade, and iron gates, the gift of the duke of Bedford. But what is 
moil lingular in the building is, that it has no pillars to fupport the roof, nor any 
tower, or bells to ring in peal. On each fide of the front is a gate fuitable to the-
ftrudure. 

There is a fquare before the church, called Covent-garden market, of which 
the church forms almoft ail the weft fide. This fquare contains about three acres 
of ground, and is the beft market in England for herbs, fruit and flowers. It is 
furrounded by a wooden rail, and a column is ereded in the middle of it, on the 
top of which are four fun-dials. There is a magnificent piazza on the north and 
eaft fides of this fquare, dcfigned by Inigo Jones, which, if carried round it, ac-
cording to the plan of this celebrated archited, would render it, beyond difpute 
one of the fineft fquares in Europe. 5 

There are two charity-fchook in this pariih, a theatre called Covent-earden play-
houle, and a roundhoufe. ' 1 

Next to the pariih of St. Paul Covent-garden is that of St. Mary le Strand, the 
church 01 wnich pariih was called Mary Je Strand, from its having been built in a. 
capital ftreet called the Strand, and dedicated to St. Mary. This is one of the ço new 
churches that were ereded within the bills of mortality by a d of parliament, in the 
reign of queen Anne, and the firft of them that was finifhed. It is a o-0od 
though not a very extenfive piece of architedure. - A t the entrance on the weft fidi 
is an afcent by a flight of fteps, cut in the fweep of a circle : theft lead to a circu-

lar 
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iar portico of Ionic columns, covered with a dome which is crowned with a vale: 
thePco mns are continued along the body of the church, with pilafters of the lame 
o del at"the corners-, and in the intercolumniations are niches handlomely orna-
mented Over the dome is a pediment, fupported by Corinthian columns, which 
m-e a l f o continued round the body of the ftructure, over thole of the Ionic order: 
between thefe are the windows, placed over the niches : thefe columns are fup-
ported on pedeftals, and have pilailers behind with arches fprung from them : 
and the windows have angular and circular pediments alternately. _ A handfome 
baluftrade is carried round the top of the church, and its fummit is adorned with 
vafes. T h e ileeple is light, though folid, and ornamented with compofite co-
lumns and capitals. 

T h e moil remarkable building in this pariih is a royal palace called Somerfet-
houle built by the duke of Somerfet, uncle to king Edward the Sixth, upon 
whofe attainder it fell to the crown and Anne of Denmark, queen to k ing James 
the Firil i e p t her court here, whence it was called Denmark-houie during that 
reicrn • but it foon after recovered the name of the founder. It was the refidenoe 
of queen Catharine, d o w a g e r of king Charles the Second and was fettled on the 
late queen Caroline, in cafe fhe had furvived his late majefty. It confifts of feveral 
courts, and has a garden behind fituated on the bank of the Thames 1 he front 
towards the Strand is adorned with columns and entablature of the Doric order. 
T h e firil court is a handfome quadrangle, built on all fides with free-ilone. On 
the fouth hde is a piazza, before the great hall or guard-room. Beyond this are 
other courts which lie on a defcent towards the garden and the 1 hames ; and on 
the fide of 'the river, k ing Charles the Second added a magnificent ftrufture of 
free ftone, with a noble piazza built by Inigo Jones. This new building contains 
the royal apartments, which command a beautiful profpeft of the river, and the 
country beyond it. T h e garden was adorned with ilatues, fliady walks, and a 
bowling-o-reen : but as none of the royal family have refided here fince queen Ca-
tharine feveral of the officers of the court, and its dependants, are permitted to 
lodo-e in it- and ^reat part of it has been lately ufed as barracks for foldiers and 
recruits. T h e garden is totally ruined, and the apartments are become fuitable to 

their new guefls? 

T h e pariih next to St. Mary le Strand is St. Clement's Danes, fo called from its 
church which is fuppofed to be dedicated to pope Clement the Firil , who fuffered 
martyrdom in the reign of the Roman emperor Trajan, and to be the church, or 
eVe the common coemetery of the Danes in London. A church has been fituated 
in this place ever fince the year 700 at leaft ; but the prefent ilrufture was begun 
in i 680 It was defigned by Sir Chriftopher Wren, and is one of the belt of all 
that were built before die fifty new churches. It is built of ftone, has two feries 
of windows, the lower plain, and the upper well ornamented, and the termination 
is by an Att ic , the pilailers of which are crowned with vafes. On the fouth fide is 
a portico, c o v e r e d with a dome, fupported by Ionic columns-, andoppoiite to this 

. is another. It has a beautiful ileeple, carried to a great height. 

In this pariih there are three inns of chancery, Clement's Inn, N e w Inn, and 

J^yon's Inn. 

Clement's 
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Clement's Inn is fo called from its fituation in the neighbourhood of St. Cle-
ment's church ; it belongs to the Inner Temple, and confifts of a hall and three 
courts, where the ftudents of the law have had lodgings ever fince the year 1478. 

New Inn was fo called in contradiftinCtion to an old inn which belonged to this 
fociety, in Sea-coal Lane, near Fleet-ditch. It is fituated in Wych-ftreet, and 
joins to Clement's Inn. It is fpacious and airy, confifting only of one well-built 
court, with a handfome hall, and fmall garden. This Inn belongs to the Middle 
Temple, and is governed by a treafurer and twelve ancients. 

Lyon's Inn is oppofite to New Inn, and is laid to have been in poifeiTion of the 
ftudents and practitioners of the law, everiince t h e j e a r 1420. It belongs to the 
Inner Temple. 

In this parifh is an excellent market for butcher's meat, poultry, and all forts 
of garden ftuff. It is called Clare-market, from the family of Clare, dukes of 
Newcaftle, who were the original proprietors of it. 

Exeter Exchange is one of the moft remarkable buildings in this pariih. It had 
its name from its fituation in the place where formerly the manfion-houfe of the 
earls of Exeter ftood. It is a large building, ereCted for the benefit of trade, and 
confifting of a lower and upper floor. T h e lower floor is laid out into little fhops, 
ranged on each fide a long room ; and the upper one is now ufed for auctions and 
other fuch purpofes. 

Near Exeter Exchange is an ancient building, called the Savoy, from Peter 
earl of Savoy and Richmond, who firft ereCted a houfe here in 1245. This houfe-
afterwards came into the poffeffion of the friars of Montjoy, of whom queen Elea 
nor, wife of king Henry the Third, purchafed it for her fon Henry duke of Lan-
cafter. T h e duke afterwards enlarged and beautified it at an immenfe expence • 
and in the reign of Edward the Third this was reckoned one of the fineft palace«! 
in England ; but in 1381 it was burnt to the ground, with all its fumptuous fur-
niture by the Kentifh rebels, under W a t Tyler. Henry the Seventh beo-an to 
rebuild it.m its preJent form, for an hofpital for the reception of an hundred di-
ltrelied objects5 but the hofpital was fuppreffed by Edward the Sixth, who errant 
eu its furniture, together with 700 1. a-year of its revenues, to the hofpitals of 
Chnft s church, St. Thomas, and Bridewell. T h e Savoy has ever iince belonged 
to the crown, and confifts of a large edifice, built with free-ftone and flint^in 
which detachments of the king's guards lie, where they have a prifon for the con-
finement of deferters and other offenders, and lodgings for recruits. A part of 
the Savoy was allotted by king William the Third to the French refugees, who 
nave lull a chapel here, which was the ancient chapel or church of the hofpital. 

Befides the cities and liberties of London and Weftminfter, which have been 
now defenbed, there is a fuburb to the north of vaft extent, unnino- the whole 
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the moil fimple and elegant modern ftrudures in London. It is built of Port-

land ftone, with a ileeple 165 feet high. 

In this pariih is one of the largefl and moil beautiful fquares in London, if not 
in Europe, called Lincoln's Inn-Fields. It was originally laid out by the cele-
brated inigo Jones : the area contains about ten acres, in the middle of which is 
a bafon ofwater , furrounded with grafs and gravel walks, encompaifed with an 
iron palifade, fixed upon a ilone plinth. This fquare is bounded on the north, 
weft, and fouth, with fpacious and elegant buildings, and to the eaft with the wall 
of Lincoln's Inn-gardens. Between thefe bounds and the pallifades, is a fpacious 
avenue for carriages, and a path for foot paifengers, paved with broad flat ftones^ 
and feeured by polls at proper diftances. 

In Brownlow-ftreet, L o n g Acre, in this pariih, is a lying-in hofpital, fupported 
by charitable contributions, for the relief of pregnant poor women, where fuch 
married women as are objeds of charity, are amply provided with commodious 
apartments and beds, good nurfing, plain fuitable diet, proper medicines, and 
the advice and afliftance of gentlemen of fkill and experience in midwifery, as well 
as the attendance of midwives, in the laft ftage of their pregnancy, and during 
the month of lying-in. 

There are in this pariih two charity fchools, an alms-houfe, a work-houfe for 
the poor, and other charitable foundations. 

T h e church of St. George, Bloomfbury, is one of the fifty new churches ereded 
by a d of parliament, and is diftinguiihed from all the reft by Handing fouth and 
north, and by the ftatue of king George the Firft at the top of its fpire. 

In this pariih is the Britilh Mufeum, formerly called Montague Houfe, from 
havino- been the refidence of the dukes of Montague. It was built in 1677 j and 
in 1753, the parliament having paifed an a d for purchafing the mufeum of the 
late Sir Hans Sloane, and the colledion of manufcripts of the late lord Oxford, 
called the Harleian Library, for the ufe of the public, twenty-fix truftees were 
appointed and incorporated, in order to provide a repofitory for thefe and fome 
other colledions, which repofitory was to be called the Britiih Mufeum. Thefe 
truftees eleded fifteen other truftees, and having bought Montague houfe, 
repaired and fitted it up for the reception of thefe colledions. They alfo ap-
pointed proper officers to fuperintend the mufeum, and having ordained_ certain, 
ftatutes with refped of the ufe of the colledion contained in it, the public were 
admitted to view it in 1757. 

T h e Britiih Mufeum is a large and magnificent building,, and has a garden of 
near eio-ht acres behind it. T h e colledion of Sir Hans Sloane confifts of a very 
o-reat number of natural and artificial curiofities, valuable remains of antiquity,, 
and a large library, which, together, coil the proprietor 50,0001. ^ It was pur-
chafed by parliament for 2.0,0001. 10,000 L was, paid for lord Oxford's manu-
fcripts, 10,0001. more was laid out for thepurchafe of Montague Floufe, 15,000 1. 
was fpent in repairs, alterations, and conveniencies, and 30,000!. was veiled in. 
the public funds,, for fupplying falaries for ofticers,. and other neceffary expences. 
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In this pariih is a fquare of about three acres, called Bloomfbury Square, with 
many fine houfes: the north fide is entirely taken up with Bedford Houfe, which 
Was defigned by Inigo Jones, and is an elegant ilruiture. T h e area of this fquare 
is furrounded with iron rails. Near the fquare is a good market, called Bloomf-
bury market. 

St. George's church, Queen Square, another of the fifty new churches, is a 
plain building, ere ¿led in 1723, and was formerly a chapel of eafe to St. A n -
drew's church, in Holborn. 

In this pariih are two very fine fquares, each confifting of about four acres : 
one is called Queen Square, and is inclofed with very good houfes on all fides, 
except the north, where it lies open to the fields, which renders it very airy and 
pleafant. T h e other fquare is Red Lion Square, and is railed in, and adorned 
with an obeliik in the center. 

In Great Ormond-ilreet, in this pariih, is Powis-Houfe, thus called from its 
having been the town refidence of the duke of Powis. It is reckoned one of the 
moil beautiful buildings in and about London. 

In Lamb's Conduit Fields, in this pariih, is a large and commodious ilru&ure 
called the Foundling Hofpital, for the reception of expofed and deferted children. 
It confiils of two wings, and a chapel in the center, and is built of brick. Be-
fore the hofpital is a large piece of ground, on each fide of which is a colonade 
of great length, which alfo extends towards two gates, feparated by a maffy pier, 
in fuch a manner, that coaches may pafs and repafs at the fame time ; and on 
each fide of the gates is a door for perfons on foot. T h e area between the outer 
gate and the hofpital is adorned with grafs plats, gravel walks, and lamps, ereCted 
upon handfome polls ; and behind it are two handfome gardens. 

This laudable charity was firil projected by feveral eminent merchants, in the 
reign of queen Anne, who propofed to ere& an hofpital for the reception of de-
ferted infants, and to employ them in fuch a manner, as to render them ufeful 
members of fociety; they propofed a fubfcription, and folicited a charter, and 
though they did not fucceed at that time, fome of them left large funis for the 
ufe of fuch an hofpital, in cafe it ihould ever be ereCted. 

This circumilance coming to the knowledge of Mr. Thomas Coram, a com-
mander of a ihip in the merchants fervice, he applied himfelf to folicit a charter 
tor the eilabliihment of fuch a charity and with unwearied afiiduity, fpent the 
remainder of his life in promoting this defign. 

. Having obtained a recommendation of his fcheme, from feveral perfons of dif-
tinction, he procured not only a large fubfcription to carry on the building but 
upon a petition to the king, his majeily granted a charter for eftabliihing this hof-
pital dated the 17th of Oftober, 1739- and afterwards an aCt of parliament 
was obtained to confirm and enlarge the powers granted by his majeily, to the o-0-
vernors and guardians of the hofpital. " 

A s the building an hofpital would necefiarily take up much time, the 
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nors hired a large houfe in Hatton Garden nurfes were provided, and it was re-
folved that fixty children ihould be admitted, which was accordingly done, on 
the 25th of March 1741. T h e foundation of the hofpital being laid the 16th of 
September, 1742, one wing was finiihed in 1745, upon which the children were 
removed from the houfe in Hatton Garden, to the new hofpital. A chapel being 
now much wanted, the firft ftone of one was laid the firft day of May, 1747, and 
the building was compleated on the 29th of March, 1749. 

T h e general court being informed of the increafe of benefa&ions to this cha-
rity, and of the great number of children already in it, were of opinion, that the 
boys ihould be kept feparate from the girls; for which end they gave directions 
for building the other wing of the hofpital; and by the diligence of the gover-
nors, and the bounty of the public, the whole was compleated before the firft of 
January, 1753. T h e governors however found it neceifary to limit the number 
of children taken in. But on the 10th of March, 1756, they petitioned the par-
liament for pecuniary aififtance, that they might enlarge their plan : upon this, 
the parliament granted them 10,000 1. and ordered, that all children under two 
months old, that ihould be brought before the 31 ft of December then next, ihould 
be admitted. On the 17th of January, 1757, the parliament granted them the 
farther fum of 30,0001. and ordered, that all children, under fix months old, 
that ihould be brought before the i f t of January 1758, ihould be admitted. From 
the time this charity was made general, about 6,000 infants were annually re-
ceived but it appearing, that nearly one third of them died at nurfe, and that 
further aififtance, to a ftill larger amount, would be neceifary, the parliament, 
either becaufe the inftitution was not thought to anfwer its end, which was the 
preiervation of life, or becaufe the neceifary fums were thought too large to bur-
den the public with, ordered the hofpital to be ihut up on the 25th of March 
1760. 

Gray's Inn is one of the four principal inns of court, which, though it lies: 
within'the limits of the pariih of St. Andrew, Holborn, is yet without the li-
berties of the city of London. It took its name from a noble and ancient family 
of the name of Gray, which formerly refided here, and in the reign of Edward 
the Third, demifed it to fome ftudents of the law ; but it is faid to have been 
afterwards conveyed to the monks of Shene, near Richmond, in Surry, a few 
miles fouth-weft of London, who leafed it to the fociety of the inn, by which 
tenure they held it, till the diifolution of monafteries, when Henry the Eighth 
granted it to them in fee farm, for the fame rent which has been paid to the crown 
ever fince. 

This inn confifts chiefly of two very handfome quadrangles, one of which is 
called Coney Court, and was built in 1687, and one fide of it contains a hall, a 
chapel, and a library. T h e hall is a fine old ftrufture, well built of timber, in 
the form of a college hall. T h e chapel is a Gothic building, lately beautified 
and repaired. T h e library is well furniihed with books in various faculties and 
languages, for the ufe of the ftudents. But the chief ornament belonging to this 
inn is a fpacious garden, confifting of gravel walks, between lofty trees, of grafs-
plats, agreeable flopes, and a long terrace, with a portico at each end. T h e 
terrace is afcended by a handfome flight of fteps. 

L i n -
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Lincoln's Inn, another of the four principal inns of court, was originally the 

palace of Ralph Nevill, biihop of Chichefter, and chancellor of England, about 
the year 1226. 

This palace, which alio itood in the parifh of St. Andrew, Holborn, without 
the city, came afterwards into the poifeifion of Henry, earl of Lincoln, who 
converted it into a court for the ftudents of the law, about the year 1310. From 
him it was called Lincoln's Inn, and confifted only of what is now called the Old 
Square, which is entered from Chancery Lane. This fquare has fince received 
feveral additional buildings and now contains, befides buildings for the ftudents, 
a large hall, where the lord chancellor hears caufes in the fittings after term, and 
a chapel, built in the Gothic ftile, upon pillars, by Inigo Jones, in the year 1623 : 
the windows are painted with the figures of many perfons mentioned in the fa-
cred writings, at full length, and the arms of feveral members of the focietyj 
and under it there is an ambulatory, or walk, paved with broad ftones. In this 
fquare is alfo a good library. 

T h e New Square contains three rows of fpacious and elegant buildings ; one 
on the fouth, one on the eaft, and one on the weft fide: the north fide is open 
to a large garden, which has a terrace, commanding Lincoln's Inn Fields, of which 
it makes one compleat fide; the fouth and weft fides are in the pariih of St. Cle-
ment's Danes, and the eaft fide is in the Liberty of the Rolls. 

In the middle of this fquare is a fluted Corinthian column, which ftands in the 
center of a fmall bafon, furrounded with iron palifades: at the four corners of 
the bafe are four boys, through which the water of the bafon ufed to rife, and fall 
back in a fountain of four jets ; and on the top of the column is a fun dial, with 
four fides. T h e fquare is feparated from the gardens by iron palifades; and the 
greateft part of the weft fide is taken up by the offices belonging to the ftamp 
duty. 

St. James's church, Clerkenwell, was part of a church belonging to an an-
cient priory, dedicated to St. James the Lefs. This church was rebuilt about the 
year 1623. Clerkenwell was fo called from a celebrated fountain at one end of 
a green, called Clerkenwell Green, at which the pariih clerks of London ufed 
to meet annually and exhibit dramatic reprefentations of certain fcripture hif-
tories, before the lord mayor, citizens, and fome of the nobility. 

In Cold Bath Fields, in this pariih, is a very plain, but neat ftru&ure, called 
the Small Pox Hofpital, for the relief of the poor in that difeafe, being the only 
hofpital of the kind in Europe. It was inftituted in 1746, and is fupported by 
voluntary contribution. 

It has a houfe belonging to it, in the lower ftreet of Iilington, in this neigh-
bourhood, for preparing fuch patients as are to be inoculated. T h e fums &re-
ceived for the fupport of this hofpital, from its firft inftitution, to the 25th of 
March 1759, amount to 18,9261. There have been received into the houie dur-
ing that time, 3946 patients, who had the fmall pox the natural way, of whom 
2916 have been cured, and 1030 have died ; 1698 patients have been' inoculated 
of whom fix only are faid to have died. 

Sou rh-
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South-eaft of St. James's church is a fquare, called St. John's Square, being 
built on the fite of an hofpital or religious houfe, belonging to the knights of St, 
John of Jerusalem. The fquare, which is of an irregular figure, confifts of three 
piles of building, which form the north, the weft, and the eaft fides. In the eaft 
fide, near the north end, is the church of St. John, Clerkenwell, which was till 
lately a chapel of eafe to St. James's. T h e fouth fide confifts of the old gateway 
of the hofpital, in form of a caftle, with battlements at the top, and a fquare 
tower on each fide it is called St. John's Gate, and has been well known thefe 
laft thirty years as- the refidence of Mr. Cave, the editor of a monthly pamphlet 
called the Gentleman's Magazine, which was the firft of the kind ever publiihed: 
in this kingdom, and has been always diftinguiihed by a cut of the old gate printed 
on the cover of blue paper, in which it is Hitched. 

In this pariih is a building called Hicks ' a Hall, being the fefiion houfe for the 
iuftices of the peace for the county of Middlefex. This building had its name 
from Sir Baptift Hicks, a mercer in Cheapfide, and juftice of the peace, who. 
ereCted it in 1612. Here the grand jury meet eight times a-year, to find bills of 
indictment againft the criminals who are to be tried at the feffions houfe in the 
Old Bailey. ° Hicks's Hall is a plain brick building, with a portico at the 
entrance. 

In this pariih are an alms-houfe, three charity fchools, a market for fheeps 
ikins, two work-houfes, a houfe of correction, a prifon, and the New River 
water-works. 

In the fame parifh of St. James, Clerkenwell, is an hofpital called the Char-
terhoufe, which is a corruption of the word chartreux, a name formerly ufed for 
a convent or priory of the Carthufians. Such a priory this building was, till the 
diifolution of monafteries, after which it fell to the earl of Suffolk, who difpofed 
of it to Thomas Sutton, Efq; a citizen of London, in the time of king James 
the Firft, for 13,0001. and Mr. Sutton defigning it for an hofpital, applied to 
king James for a patent, which he obtained in I 6 J I , and which was con-
firmed by parliament in 1628. Mr. Sutton having fpent 70001. more in 
fitting up the buildings, endowed it by the name of King, James's Hofpital, with 
lands to the amount of near 4,500 1. a-year, for the maintenance of eighty gentle-
men, merchants or foldiers, who ihould be fallen into misfortunes, and forty boys, 
to be inftruCted in claflical learning. T h e men are provided with handfome 
apartments, and all the neceffaries of life, except cloaths, inftead of which each of 
them'is allowed a gown, and 7 1. per annum. T h e boys are alfo fupported in the 
houfe, where they have handfome lodgings. O f thefe boys twenty-nine are at a 
proper time fent to the univerfity, and have each an .allowance there of 201. a-year 
for eight years. Others, who are judged more fit for trade, are put out appren-
tices, and the fum of 40 1. is given with each of them. A s a farther encourage-
ment to the fcholars, there are nine eccleiiaftical preferments in the patronage of 
the governors. 

T h e petitioners and youths are taken at the recommendation of the governors, 
who appoint in rotation, and are fixteen in number, of whom the king is always 
one, and the reft are generally noblemen of the firft rank. T o this hofpital be-
long a mailer or governor, a preacher, two fchoolmafters, a phyfician, a regifter, 
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a receiver, a treafurer, a manciple, a fteward, an auditor, and other officers; and 
the revenues of it being now increafed to upwards of 6,0001. a-year, five men 
and four boys have been added to the original number. 

T h e buildings, which are extremely rude and irregular, have nothing but their 
convenience and fituation to recommend them. Before them is a handfome fquare 
of good houfes, called Charterhoufe Square, and behind is a large garden : a con-
fiderable area in the middle of the fquare, is inclofed with iron palifades. 

T h e next parifh to St. James's, Clerkenwell, is that of St. L u k e , fo called from 
the pariih church, which is dedicated to St. L u k e , and commonly called Old-
ftreet church. It is one of the fifty new churches, ereded according to a d of 
parliament: it was finiihed in 1.732, and is a noble ftrudure. 

In this parifh is the Artillery Ground, where the artillery company and trained 
bands of the city of London are exercifed. It confifts of eleven acres of ground, 
walled round, with iron gates, and was demifed in the year 1641, to Sir 
Paul Pindar, and others, in trait, for the artillery company for 139 years, as a 
military field for ereding an armoury and other offices, which are neatly built of 
brick. 

In Pefthoufe Row, in this pariih, is an alms-houfe, founded by George Palyn, 
citizen and girdler, for fix poor members of his company, and endowed with an 
eftate of 401. a-year, of which the company is traitee* 

Near Palyn's alms-houfe, the French have an hofpital, ereded in 1717 , the 
governors of which were incorporated the year following, by the title of ' The 
' governor and diredors of the hofpital for the poor French Proteltants and 
4 their defcendants, refiding in Great Britain.' Here are upwards of 200 poor 
men and women, of whom above one half are upon the foundation, and provided 
with all neceifaries at the expence of the hofpital; but the reft are paid for by 
their friends, at 9 1. a-year each. By this charity a large infirmary is alfo pro-
vided for lunatics: a chaplain, phyfician, furgeon, and other proper officers, are 
maintained for this foundation. 

In Pefthoufe Fields, in this pariih, is an houfe, ereded in 1672, by the vicoun-
tefs Lumley, for the accommodation of fix poor women of Aldgate and Bifhopf-
gate pariihes,; with an allowance of 41. and twelve buihels of coals per annum, 
each. 

In Pefthoufe Lane is an alms-houfe, founded, in 1616, by Edward Alleyn, 
a comedian, for ten poor men and women, who receive fix-pence a-week each, 
and every other year a coat or gown. 

In George-yard, Gld-ftreet, in this pariih, an alms-houfe was ereded in 1655, 
by Sufan Amyas of London, widow, for the habitation of eight poor fingle men, 
or women, who are allowed, as a body, twenty fhillings a-year for water, and 
61. a-year for coals; each of them has a feparate allowance of 41. a-year 
and twenty fhillings a-year is fettled for one of the eight to read prayers every day. 

In 
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In this pariih there are three charity-fchools, one free fchool, and a work-houfe 
for the reception of the poor. 

St. Leonard's church, in Shoreditch, is faid to have been a place of worihip 
in the time of the Saxons; but the old church being much decayed, the prefent 
ftrudture was begun in 1736. 

One of the moil confiderable public buildings in this pariih is an hofpital called 
the Haberdafhers Alms-houfe, or Alice's hofpital, from its having been erefted 
in 1692, by the company of haberdaihers, purfuant to the will of Robert A i k e 
Efq; one of their members, who left 30,000 1. for the building, and the relief of 
twenty poor members of the company of haberdaihers; befides the maintenance 
and education of twenty boys, fons of decayed freemen of the fame company. This 
is a fumptuous edifice of brick and ilone, 400 feet long, with an ambulatory in 
front of 340 feet, under a piazza, elevated on ilone columns of the Tufcan order. 
In the middle of the building is a chapel, adorned with columns, entablature, and 
pediment of the Ionic order; and under the pediment is a niche, with a ftatue of 
the founder. T h e men, who are all to be fingle, have each an apartment of three 
rooms, with proper diet and firing, a gown once in two years, and 3 1. a-year in 
money. T h e boys have alfo a ward to themfelves, with all necefiaries : their ma-
iler, who reads prayers twice a-day in the chapel, has, befides a houfe, 401. per 
annum, which, together with the falaries of the clerk, butler, porter, and other 
domeilics, amounts to about 800 1. a-year. 

Ironmongers hofpital, or, as it is often called, Jefferies's alms-houfe, is a large 
handfome building in Kingfiand road, in this pariih. It is built of brick, and is 
two itories high. It confiils of a fpacious front, with two wings, and a chapel in 
the center, and was ere&ed by the company of ironmongers, in 1713, purfuant to 
the will of Sir Robert Jefferies, formerly lord mayor of London, for the reception 
of fifty-fix poor members of the ironmongers company, who, befides a convenient 
room and part of a cellar, have each 6 1. a-year, and a gown. A chaplain, who reads 
prayers every day, has a falary, and a diilinft apartment. N o man is admitted un-
der fifty-fix years of age ; and if married, his wife may cohabit with him, and be 
eledted in his room when he dies. 

In this pariih there are eight alms-houfes, two charity-fchools, and a laro-e work-
houfe for the poor. & 

Chrift's church in Spittlefields is one of the fifty new churches. T h e foundation 
of it was laid in 1723, and it was finiihed in four years, in this pariih there are 
two French and two Engliih alms-houfes, two charity-fchools, and a workhouie 
for the poor. 

In the pariih of St. Mary, Whitechapel, and near a place called Whitechapel-
mount, is a large and commodious brick building, called the London Infirmary, 
erefted very lately by voluntary contributions. This charity was firft inftituted 
in November 1740, and is fupported by charitable donations, for the relief of all 
fick perfons. For feveral years the patients were received into four large houfes 
in Prefcot-ftreet, Goodman's-fields, fitted up with 136 beds; but in order to ex-
tend and perpetuate the charity, the governors thought fit to eretf: this building, 
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which is properly furniihed, and fitted up with about 160 beds, for the reception 
of patients. T h e fociety that fupports this charity confifts of a prefident, two 
vice-prefidents, and a treafurer, annually eledted out of the moil confiderable be-
nefactors. By giving thirty guineas, or more, at one time, a perfon becomes a 
governor for l ife; and thofe who fubfcribe five guineas or more a-year, are govern-
ors during fuch fubfcriptions. 

T h e building in Prefcot-flreet, Goodman's-fields, which was formerly the Lon-
don Infirmary, is now applied to the reception of penitent proflitutes, and is called 
the Magdalen-houfe. It is a plain neat itru£ture, with a wall, and a fmall area before it. 
T o prevent thefe penitents from being expofed to public view, the windows next the 
ilreet are concealed by wood work, floping up from the bottom of each, fo as to 
admit the light only at the top : the fides are alfo inclofed. This excellent charity 
commenced in the year 1758. 

In a ftreet called Rofemary-lane, in this pariih, is a daily fair, commonly 
known by the name of Rag-fair-, and here is a large building called the E x -
change, where great fums of money are returned in old cloaths. 

In the pariih of St. Mary are two free fchools, two alms-houfes, a court of re-
cord, a prifon, and a workhoufe for the poor. 

Near the Tower of London is a church dedicated to St. Catharine, which an-
ciently belonged to an hofpital founded by Matilda, confort to king Stephen. 
This church, which is a very antique building, is flill collegiate, and has a mailer 
and three brethren, who have 40 1. three fillers, who have 20 1. and ten beads-
women, who have 8 1. per annum each. 

T h e parifh of St. Catharine ftill remains a diilinift liberty, having its proper 
iteward or judge, and a court within the precindt for the trial of civil caufes, with 
-a prifon for debtors nor can any perfon be arreited here without an order from 
the board of green cloth. 

St. John's pariih in Wapping was taken out of St. Mary's Whitechapel, in the 
reign of king William the Third, and is almoit entirely inhabited by mariners, or 
fuch as depend upon them. In coniideration of the numerous poor in this pari ill. 
and its having been a third part of the pariih of St. Mary Whitechapel, it is en-
titled to one third of all the gifts and legacies given to the mother pariih. Here 
-are two charity-fchools, a workhoufe for the poor, a yard for ihip-building, and 
two docks, one of which is for the execution of pirates. 

In St. Paul's pariih, Shad well, there are two churches, a prefbyterian charity 
fchool, a workhoufe for the poor, an alms-houfe, and a dock for building ihips. 

St. George's church in the Eaft is one of the fifty new churches eredted accor-
ding to adt of parliament. It was begun in 1,715, and finiihed in 1729, and is a 
maffy building, in a very fingular tafte. In this pariih there is an hofpital, two 
charity-fchools, a workhoufe for the poor, and an alms-houfe. 

St. Anne's church, Limehoufe, is another of the fifty new churches. It was 
begun in 1712, and finiihed in 1724-, and is a building of a very fingular con-
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ftrudtion. In this pariih there are a workhoufe for the poqr, and two docks for 
ihip-building ; and this, as well as the two parifhes immediately preceding,, are 
chiefly inhabited by fea-faring people, or fuch as depend on them. 

St. Dunftan's church in Stepney is an old Gothic ftru&ure. Here was a church 
fo long ago as the time of the Saxons ; and Stepney appears "to have been a manor 
m the time of William the Conqueror. This is a very large pariih, containing 
feveral hamlets, each of which has a chapel of eafe, belonging to Stepney 
church. 

On the fouth fide of the church-yard is an alms-houfe, founded in. 1691, by the 
relift of Sir Samuel Mico, a citizen and mercer, for ten poor widows of the mer-
cers company, who have each 8 1. 13 s. 4 d. a-year. 

A t Mile-end? in the pariih of St. Matthew Bednal or Bethnal-green, is an 
hofpital belonging to the corporation of Trin-ity-houfe, of which an account has 
been given in the defcription of Kent. This hofpital was founded in 1695, for 
twenty-eight decayed or ancient feamen, who have been mailers or pilots of ihips, 
and for their widows, each of whom receives fixteen ihillings the firit Monday in 
every month, befides twenty ihillings a-year for coals, and a gown every other 
year. This is a noble edifice; built of brick and ilone, confiiling of two wino-s, 
and containing twenty-eight apartments. In the center, between the two wings, 
is a chapel, which rifes confiderably higher than the other buildings. 

In 1735, the drapers company erefted here a beautiful alms-houfe, a fchool 
and chapel, purfuant to the will of Mr. Francis Bancroft, one of the lord mayor's 
officers, who bequeathed to that company upwards of 28,000 1. for purchafing a 
fite, and building upon it an alms-houfe, with convenient apartments for twenty-
four alms-men, a chapel, and a fchool-room for 100 poor boys, and two dwellino--
houfes for two fchool-mafters, and alfo for endowing the fame ; fo that each alms-
man ihould have 8 1. and half a chaldron of coals yearly, and a gown of baize 
every third year; that the fchool-boys ihould be cloathed, and taught reading, 
writing and arithmetic ; that each of the mailers ihould have a ialary of 30 1. 
a-year; and that both ihould have the yearly fum of 20 1. for coals and candles 
for their own ufe, and that of the fchool; together with a fufficient allowance 
for books, paper, pens and ink: every boy put out apprentice is entitled to 4 1. 
but only 2 1. 10 s. if put out to fervice. 

Here are alfo eight alms-houfes belonging to the drapers company, twelve be-
longing to the ikinners company, twelve to the vintners company, and twelve 
alms-houfes known by the name of Fuller's alms-houfes, from their havincr been 
founded, in 1592, by a judge of that name. In Dog-row, near Mile-end^ is an 
alms-houfe, built in 1 7 1 1 , by captain Fiilier, for the widows of fix mailers of 
fiiips. 

A t Bethnal-green is an alms-houfe, founded by Mr. Bermeeter, for fix poor 
women. 1 -

S O U T H W A R D , the third divifion, or fouthern fuburb of the metropolis, is in 
the county of Surry; the Saxons called it Soutbwerk, that is a Work, or building to. 
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the fouth, on account of its fituation with refpedt to that part properly called Lon-
don, to which it is joined by London bridge. 

T h e earlieft mention of this place in hiftory is in the year 1053, when it was a 
diftinct corporation, governed by its own bailiff: and it continued fo 'till the year 
1327, when a grant was made of it to the city of London, the mayor of which was 
appointed the bailiff of this borough, and might govern it by his deputy. Some-
time afterwards, the inhabitants recovered their former privileges ; but in the 
reign of Edward the Sixth, the crown granted it to the city of London, for 6471. 
2 s. i d . and in confi deration of a farther fum of 500 merks, paid to the crown by 
the city, it was annexed to the city, with a refervation of certain privileges enjoyed 
there by the archbiihop of Canterbury, and fome other ecclefiaftics. By virtue of 
that grant, it continues fubjedted to the lord mayor of London, and his fteward 
and bailiff; and is governed by one of the twenty-fix aldermen of the city, under 
the name of Bridge Ward without. But as Southwark is divided into two parts, 
this is to be underftood of the divifion called the Borough liberty, which confifts 
of three of the fix pariihes belonging to this town, together with the greateft part 
of a fourth pariih. For the city divifion, the lord mayor, by his fteward, holds a 
court of record every Monday at the Seffions houfe 011 St. Margaret's hill, in this 
borough, for all debts, damages and trelpaffes within his limits. 

T h e other divifion is called the Clink, or the Manor of Southwark, and is fub-
divided into the great Liberty, the Guildhall, and the king's Manor, for each of 
which fubdivifions a court leet is held, where the conftables, aleconners, and flefh-
tafters are chofen, and fuch other bufinefs tranfadted. T h e Clink liberty is under 
the jurifdidtion of the biihop of Winchefter, who, befides a court-leet, keeps a 
court of record here, by his fteward and bailiff, for pleas of debt, damages and 
trefpaffes. Court-leets are alfo kept at Lambeth, Bermondfey, and Rotherhith, 
three fmall diftridts belonging to this borough. 

T h e military government of Southwark is by the lord lieutenant of the county of 
Surry, and eleven deputy-lieutenants. 

Southwark confifts of the pariihes of St. Olave, St. John at Horfleydovvn, 
St. Saviour, commonly called St. Mary Overy, St. George, St. Thomas, and 
Chrift-church. Thefe, together with the adjacent pariihes of St. Mary at Lam-
beth, St. Mary Magdalen Bermondfey, St. Mary Newington, and St. Mary 
Rotherhith, compofe a diftridt of the metropolis, which extends itfelf along the 
fouth bank of the Thames, from Vauxhall to Deptford-bridge, about fix miles 
twenty-three poles in length, and about a mile in breadth, from London-bridge 
to the extremity of Newington: and though this diftridt is only a fuburb of Lon-
don, yet for its extent and number of inhabitants, its charitable foundations* 
trade and wealth, few cities in England are equal to it. 

In Southwark there is a compter for the bailiwick, and another priion for 
the Clink liberty, befides the King's-bench prifon, and the Marihalfea prifon and 
court. 

. T h e principal pariih church in Southwark is that of St. Saviour, which was for-
merly a priory of regular canons; and being dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and-
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Btuated on the bank of a fmall river called the Ree , had the name of St. Mary Over-
Ree, orOvery, given it, by which name it is itill commonly known notwithstanding, 
the name of St. Mary Overy was changed to that of St. Saviour, in the reign o f 
Henry the Eighth, when it was united, by aft of parliament, to two other pariihes, 
one called St. Margaret's, and the other St. Mary Magdalen's, This church is 
built in the manner of a cathedral,, with three illes, from eaft to weft, and a crofs 
iile. It is thought to be the largeft pariih church in England; the iiles, from eaft 
to weft, meafuring 2.69 feet in length, and the crofs ifle 109: the height within, 
is 47 feet; and it has fourfpires,. and a tower 150 feet high. 

In the pariih of St. Saviour is the Seflions Houfe, on St. Margaret's Hil l , which 
.was burnt down in. 1677, but rebuilt in 1 6 8 6 ; and on the. fouth fide, has a niche, 
in which is a ftatue of king J.ames the Second. 

In this pariih are four charity fchools, four alms-houfes, and a work-houfe for 
the poor. 

T h e church o f S t George is a good building, eredted in 1736,. the old church 
being ruinous.. In this pariih there are a. charity fchool, an.alms-houfe,. a work-
houfe, and a county bridewell, called the White Lion Prifon. 

Here alfo is. an hofpital called St.. Peter's, founded by the fiih-mongers com-
pany, for twenty-two alms-people. It is neady built, and confifts of three qua-
drangles, with a chapel and a garden. T h e perfons admitted are obliged by the 
ftatutes, to bring houfehold- furniture with them, and to leave it to the houfe, 
when they die,. in order to defray the charges of their interment, and for the be-
nefit of the alms-people who attend them in their ficknefs. T h e y have each t w o , 
very good rooms, three fhillings arweek, and fifteen fhillings at Chriftmas, with a 
chaldron of coals,. and a gown,, once a-year ; and one of the penfioners, who reads-; 
prayers twice a-day in the chapel, has an additional allowance of,.forty ihillino-ss 
a-year. 

^ Contiguous to St. Peter's hofpital,; is Hulbert's alms-houfe, founded in 1719, by 
the fifh-mongers company,, for twenty poor men and women, who have much the. 
fame accommodation and allowance with thofe of St. Peter's, and are under the. 
direction of the fame, company. . 

In Blackman-ftreet, in this pariih,.„there are eight alms-houfes^ founded in 1 % r , 
for fixteen poor people, one half to be put in by the drapers company, and the 
other half by the parifhioners. Here is a chapel, which, has been. ufed alfo as, a 
charity fchool, for the poor children.of the pariih.. 

St. Thomas's church was firft eredted by king-Edward the Sixth, for the ufdr 
of the hofpital of the fame name, to which it is contiguous but on the o-reat in-
creafe of the houfes and inhabitants in the precindt of the hofpital, the& church 
was made parochial, and a chapel was erected in., the hofpital, for the ufe of its 
patients. This church being decayed, was rebuilt in 1702. 

In this pariih, befides an alms-houfe and a charity fchool, there are the hofpi-
tals of St. Thomas and G u y , two of the nobleft endowments in England, 
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St. Thomas's hofpitalwas firft erected in 1215, by Peter de Rupibus, biihop o f 
Winchefter, who dedicated it to St. Thomas the Apoftle, and endowed it with 
land to the amount of 343 1. a-year, from which time it was held of the abbats 
of Bermondfey; one of whom, in 1428, granted a right to the mailer of the hof-
pital, to hold all the lands.it was then in poifeifion of, belonging to the faid abbat 
and convent,, the. whole revenue of which did not exceed 2.661. 17 s. 6 d. per 
annum. In .the. year 1551, after the citizens of London had purchafed of king 
Edward, the Sixth, the manor of Southwark and its appurtenances, of which this 
hofpital was a part, they, laid out 1100 1. in repairing and enlarging the hofpital,. 
and immediately received into it 260 poor, fick, and lame patients;, upon which: 
the king, in 1553, incorporated this hofpital with thofe of Chrift Church and 
Bridewell, in the .city of London,.. The building being much decayed, three beau-
tiful fquares, adorned with colonades, were ere ¿ted in 169.3, by a voluntary fub— 
fcription.; to which, in 1732, the governors added a magnificent building, con-
fiding of feveral wards, with proper offices.. Though there was no eftate belong-
ing to this hofpital when the city purchafed it of king Edward the Sixth, yet, by 
the bounty of the citizens, the annual difburfements have for many years 
amounted to 8oool . . and it appears,, that from 1728, to.« 1734 inclufive, the 
number, of patients admitted into this hofpital amounted, to 35,538, of which 
33,097 were cured and difcharged. T h e number of governors of this hofpital, 
befides the lord mayor and aldermen, is_ uncertain, but they are feldom more-

than 260.. T h e officers and fervants are, a prefident, treafurer, three phyficians,., 
three furgeons, ,a clerk, a receiver, an apothecary, a fteward, and a chaplain, be-
fides the minifter of the pariih, who is paid: by the hofpital, , a matron, a brewer, 
and butler, a cook, aififtant and.fervant, an afiiftant clerk in the compting-houfe,. 
two porters, four beadles, nineteen filters, as many nurfes and watch-women, a-, 
chapel clerk and fexton,. and one watchman.. T h e houfe.- contains nineteen. 
wards and 474 beds. 

Guv's hofpital ftands-very near St. Thomas's, and is perhaps the moft extent 
five charitable foundation,. that ever was eftabliihed by one. man in private life* 
T h e founder, Thomas Guy, a bookfeller in Lombard-ftreet in London, lived to 
fee the-building., roofed in ; and at his death, in 1724, left 238,292 1. 16 s. in--
eluding the expence of the building, to finiih and endow it. This hofpital con- -
fifts. of two fpacious fquares,.containing twelve wards and 435 beds. In the area' 
of the principal fquare is a ftatue of. the founder.. Fifty-one gentlemen, .of the 
founder's nomination, were, together with his nine executors, made a. body cor-
porate by ait of parliament,., with the. title of prefident and governors- of Guy's 
hofpital, the number of governors not to exceed fixty ; out of this body commit-
tees are chofen, who fill up, the vacancies of governors as they happen.-* Four 
hundred and two patients were at firft admitted, according to the founder's will, 
and handfome falaries and wages were fettled on the officers and fervants of the 
hofpital. The number of patients admitted into it, from 1728, to 1734 inclufive . 
was 12,402, of whom there were difcharged .10,543.- In July 1738, there were-• 
496 patients in the hofpital, befides 1,600 outpatients ; and'the total difburfe-
ments on account of.the houfe, .amounted to ,7,97$ 1. 14 s. 1 d. per annum.-, 

Newington,: or Newton, to diftinguifh it from another town of the fame name, 
near London, is alio called, Newington B.utts, ;from butts,. at which the populace. 
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formerly ufed to fhoot, and which was fet up in this, as well as in many other 
•towns in England, to exercife the inhabitants in the art of archery. 

In the pariih of Newington Butts are a charity fchool, three alms-houfes, and a 
work-houfe. In this pariih alio is Kennington Common, the place where crimi-
nals, convidted of capital offences in the borough of Southwark, are executed. 

A t Lambeth the archbiihops of Canterbury have long had a palace, the north 
part of which, confiding of a tower, called Lollard's Tower, a chapel, a guard 
room, the archbiihop's apartments, a library, and cloyfters, is iuppoied to have 
been built before the year 1250. T h e gate of this palace, and a gallery in the 
eaft part of it, with fome adjoining rooms, were eredted by cardinal Pole ; and 
the whole palace, at the reftoration of king Charles the Second, was repaired by 
archbifnop Juxton. 

Near Lambeth is a hamlet, called Vaux-Hall, where there are forne fpacious 
gardens that formerly, about the year 1736, were opened for a riclotto al frefco, an 
Italian entertainment, commencing late in the evening, and continuing till mid-
night, which is altogether unfuitable to our climate. T h e ridotto was of fhort 
continuance ; but the gardens have been fince- adapted to an evening entertain-
ment of another kind : an orcheflra was built for a band of mufick, perfons of 
both fexes were hired to fing the walks were embellifhed with ornaments of va-
rious kinds a large area round the orcheflra was furnifhed with boxes for com-
pany ; the whole garden was illuminated with lamps, and the company, that were 
admitted for a fhilling a-piece, to walk in the gardens and hear the mufic, were 
furnifhed with wine and a cold collation, at a reafonable price. This entertain-
ment ftill continues, for two or three months in the Summer feafon; but as it is 
lefs fafhionable, the company confifts principally of perfons of a lower clafs than 
formerly ; however it ftill brings great gain to the proprietor. 

In the parifh of Lambeth are two charity fchools, two alms-houfes, and a 
work-houfe, for the reception of the poor. 

T o this account of the cities, liberties, and fuburbs of London and Weftmin-
fter, it is proper to add a brief defcription of fuch remarkable buildings as dif-
tinguifn the villages in the neighbourhood of the metropolis, after which the mar-
ket towns of the county will be mentioned in their order. 

Kenfington, a large and populous village, about two miles weft of London, is 
remarkable for a royal palace, which, from the village, is called Kenfmgton Pa-
lace, and which has been many years the chief-fummer refidence of the court. It 
was originally the feat of the earl of Nottingham, from whom it was purchafed 
by king William the Third, who greatly improved it, converted it to a royal 
palace, and made a road to it through St. James's and Hyde parks, with lamp 
pofts eredted at equal diftances on each fide. T h e building is irregular; but the 
royal apartments are fumptuous, and contain fome very fine paintings. 

T h e gardens belonging to this palace are three miles and a half in compafs, 
and are kept in good order. T h e y were firft enlarged by queen Mary, confort 
of William the Third, and greatly improved by her filter, queen A n n e ; but prin-

cipally 
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cipally by the late queen Caroline, confort of king George the Second, who added 
o-reatly to their extent, and brought into them from Hyde Park, a river, called 
die Serpentine River, which, about five and thirty years ago, was made navi-
gable and ferpentine, with a view to teach his royal highnefs the duke of Cum-
berland navigation, but was never applied to that ufe. 

A t Chelfea, a very large and populous village, pleafantly fituated on the banks 
of the Thames, about two miles fouth-weft of London, there is an edifice for the 
reception of old foldiers or invalids, in the land fervice, called Chelfea Hofpital,. 
the Royal Hofpital, and fometimes Chelfea College. It was originally a college, 
founded by Dr. Sutldiff, dean of Exeter, in the reign of king James the Firlt, 
for the ftudy of polemic divinity, and was endowed in order to fupport a provoft. 
and fellows, for the inftrudion of youth in that branch of learning. 

T h e king, who laid the firft ftone of the building, gave many o f the materials,, 
and promoted the work by a large film of money and the clergy were very li-
beral on the fame occafion : but the. fum fettled upon the foundation by Dr. Sut-
kliff, being far unequal to the end propoled, the reft was left to private contri-
butions ; and thefe coming in ilowly, the work was fufpended, and foon fell to 
ruin. A t length, the ground on which the old college was ereded, coming to 
the crown, king Charles the Second began to ered the prefent hofpital, which 
was carried on by James the Second, and compleated by William and Mary. It 
was built by Sir Chr-iftopher Wren, is a moft magnificent ftrudure, and one of 
the beft foundations of the kind, in the world. 

T h e principal building confifts of a large quadrangle, open to the Thames.. 
T h e front, in the middle of which is a gate-way leading through it, contains a 
chapel on one fide, a hall on the other, and a noble pavilion between them, with 
a fine gallery facing the river, fupported by ftone pillars. T h e two fides or wings,, 
which are four ftories high,, are divided into wards or galleries, two in every ftory,, 
containing each twenty-fix diftind apartments. A t each* of the four corners is a 
fine pavilion, one for the governor's lodgings, and the council chamber, and the 
other three are appropriated for offices. 

Befides the principal building, there are two other large fquares, which confift. 
of apartments for the officers and fervants of the houfe, for old maimed officers of 
horfe and foot,, and of an infirmary for the fick, with other conveniencies; and 
in the area which opens to the Thames, there is placed, upon a marble pedeftal,, 
a very fine ftatue of king Charles the Second, in brafs. 

T h e number of ordinary penfioners in this hofpital, is between four and five 
hundred-, but the extraordinary or out-penfioners, are between eight and nine 
thoufand, and are allowed 7I. 12 s. 6 d. a-year, each. They wear red coats, lined 
with blue: they perform duty as in a garrilon, and are provided with cloaths,. 
diet, lodging, wafhing, fire, and one day's pay every week, for their pocket 
money. Every man admitted into this hofpital, muft give proof of his having 
been difabled in the fervice of the crown, or his having ferved twenty years in 
the king's army. T o defray the vail charges of the houfe, the army pays pound-
age, and every officer and foldier gives one day's pay every year towards the fup-

po'rt. 
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port of i t ; and when there is any deficiency, it is fupplied by a grant from par-
liament. 

T o this hofpital belong a governor, a deputy-governor, a treafurer, five con>. 
•mifiioners, a fteward, two chaplains, a phyfician, a fecretary, and many other 
>officers, with liberal falaries. 

Near Chelfea hofpital is Ranelagh Houfe and Gardens, now a place of public 
ventertainment, but formerly the feat of the earl of Ranelagh. In the garden, not 
far from the houfe, is a circular amphitheatre, the external diameter of which is 
185 feet ; round the whole is an arcade, and over that a gallery, with a balu-

.ftrade, except where the entrances into the houfe, which are four, break the 
•continuity ; over this are the windows, and it terminates with the roof: the inter-
nal diameter is 150 feet, and the architecture of the infide correfponds with that 
of the outfide, except that over every column, between the windows, termini 
fupport the roof. One of the entrances is filled by an orcheftra, which was 

•originally placed in the middle of the area, where there is now a chimney with 
•four faces, in which is a fire, whenever the weather makes it necefTary. T h e en-
tertainment confifts of a fine band of mufic, with an organ, accompanied by the 
•beft voices, and is frequented by perfons of the firft diftindtion. 

A t Chelfea, the company of apothecaries of London have a fpacious phyfic 
..garden, with a large building, confifting of a green-houfe, over which are apart-
ments for the company to meet in; and over thefe convenient rooms for drying 
the feeds of plants. T h e ground-plat of this garden having been given to the 

•company by the late Sir Hans Sioane, Bart, the company have eredled a 
ftatue to his memory, with an infcription on the pedeital, expreffing their gra-

titude. 

A t Fulham, a village about four miles fouth-weft of London, is a palace of 
'the bifhop of London, and a wooden bridge over the Thames, to Putney, which 
vis now dropping to pieces ; not only horfes, coaches, and all carriages, but foot 
rpafiengers, pay toll for paffing this bridge, both backward and forward, though 
ihey go and return many times in one day. 

Chifwick, a village fituated on the bank of the Thames, about fix miles fouth-
weft of London, is celebrated for a beautiful villa, which furpaffes every thing of 
the kind in England. It was built by the late earl of Burlington, and has a garden, 

'with a ferpentine river and a bridge: parallel to the courfe of the river, are fer-
•pentine walks, adorned with ftatues; and the garden is decorated with ieveral 
elegant buildings, a magnificent obelifk, a cafcade, a bafon of water, a wilder-
•nefs, an orangery, a terrace, flopes, and villas. 

T h e afcent to the houfe is by a grand flight of marble fleps, on one fide of 
which is a ftatue of Inigo Jones, and on the other that of Paladio : the portico is 
fupported by fix fine fluted pillars, of the Corinthian order, with the richeft cor-
nice, frieze, and architrave. On each fide of the court, before the houfe, are yew 
liedges, in pannels, with termini, placed at proper diftances ; and in the front 
are two rows of the Cedars of Libanus.: the front towards the garden is plainer, 

b'ujt 
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but very bold and auguft; the ceilings on the infide are richly gilt and painted, 
and here are many valuable paintings, and other curioiities. 

In the fouth-weft part of this county, at the diftance of twelve miles from 
London, is a royal palace, which, from Hampton, a neighbouring village, is cal- _ 
led Hampton-Court. It is fituated between two parks, which, with its gardens, are 
about five miles in circumference, and are watered on three fides by the river 
Thames, fo that a more pleafant fituation can fcarcely be imagined. This palace 
was originally built by Cardinal Wolfey, and is a very magnificent building. T h e 
furniture was then fumptuous and coitly in the higheft degree the chambers, 
w7hich were adorned with rich hangings, contained 280 filk beds, for the re-
ception of ftrangers only, and the place abounded with gold and filver plate but 
it raifed fo much envy againft the cardinal, that he was obliged to refign it to 
king Henry the Eighth, who erected Hampton-Court into an honour, and greatly 
enlarged it. King Charles the Firft delighted much in this palace; and king 
"William and queen Mary made ltill farther additions to it, and improved the 
gardens not only with walks, and a great variety of bowers, and other orna-
ments, but with green-houfes, hot-houfes, and bafons of water. 

This palace now confifts of two large courts, befides the bafs court for officers 
and fervants. On one fide of the outward court is a chapel, built by queen Anne ; 
and on the other fide is a portico, fupported by Doric pillars, that leads to the 
great itairs, which are finely painted by Verrio, a famous Italian artift. T h e in-
ward court was built by king William, who furnifhed the apartments in a good 
taile. In the great gallery hang the five famous cartoons of Raphael Urbin, 
brought by king William into England. Thefe pieces are called cartoons from 
their being painted on paper ; the word cartoon, in the French original, fignifyino-
thick paper or pafteboard. In another gallery there are many fine paintings, with 
other curiofities : moil of the chimney-pieces are adorned with the originals of 
Vandyke ; and there is a pidture of king William on horfeback, by Sir Godfrey 
Kneller. Queen Anne began an apartment for prince George of Denmark, which 
was finifhed by king George the Firft, and is finely painted. 

On the fouth fide of this palace, a garden, inclofed with an iron baluftrade, 
was funk ten feet, to give a view of the river from the apartments. T h e eaft 
front is all of free-ftone, and looks into the park, over a parterre half a mile 
long, adorned with ftatues and vafes, and feparated from the park by an iron 
baluftrade. 

In a little walled garden, on the north, is a labyrinth or wildernefs ; and a grand 
terrace walk runs along the fide of the river, from the palace to the b o w l i n p -

green, at each corner of which is a large pavilion. T h e two parks adjoining are 
well planted, flocked with deer, and adorned with fine canals, pleafure houfes, 
fiih-ponds, and. water-works. 

A n account of the market towns of this county follows. 

^ B R E N T F O R D derives its name from a little river called the Brent, which runs 
through it, and fails here into the Thames, it is ten miles diilant from London, 
and is divided into the new and the old towns. In the new town of Brentford is 

Voj.. II. 1 
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a market-Wife and a church, which was firft built in the reign of k ing Richard 
the Firft, and is only a chapel to Great Eling, a village about a mile distant. 
Here are two charity fchools ; and the place being a great thoroughfare to the 
weft, and lying fo near London, and upon the Thames, has a confiderable trade, 
particularly in corn. On the north fide of this town, at a pleafant airy place, cal-
led the Butts, the poll is always taken for the knights of the (hire. 

E D G W A R E is a little town, on the borders of this county, at the diftance of 12 
miles north of London, confifting only of one ftreet ; and except a charity fchool, 
containing nothing of note. 

E N F I E L D derives its name from Enfen, or Infen, a name by which it is called 
in fome old records, and which was given it from its fituation in a piece o f 
ground that was formerly fenny and mooriih, though it has been drained fo much 
for many years paft, that, except the part called Enfield Wafh, .it is now become 
good land. Enfield is diftant from London 11 miles, and was formerly famous, 
for the tanning of hides. It is a pleafant town, with feveral ftreets, in a good 
air; on account of which, here are many gentlemen's feats, and feveral boarding 
fchools. 

Near this town is a royal chace, called Enfield Chace, which abounded for-
merly with deer, and all forts of game ; and here is a fumptuous lodge for the 
ranger, who is put in by the king. 

S T A K E S derives its name from the Saxon word Srana, which fignifies a ftoney 

and was applied to this place from a boundary ftone, anciently fet up here to 
mark the extent of the city of London's jurifdi&ion upon the Thames. It is 
19 miles diftant from London, and being a lordihip belonging to the crown, is 
governed by two conftables and four headboroughs, who are appointed by his 
majefty's fteward. It is a pleafant populous town, with feveral good inns, and 
has a bridge and a ferry over the river Thames. 

• \ 

U X E R I D G E , originally Woxbridge , or Oxbridge, ftands upon the bank of 
the river Coinè, at the diftance of 18 miles from London, and confifts chiefly of 
one long ftreet, with feveral good inns, this being the chief baiting place be-
tween London and Oxford. It is not a parlili, but a member of Great Hill ing-
don, a village about a mile diftant from it, though indépendant as to its govern-
ment, which is by two bailiffs, two conftables, and four tything-men, or head-
boroughs. It has a church, or rather a chapel, which was built the twenty-fixth 
year of Henry the Sixth, and a ftone bridge over the Colne. On this water are 
feveral corn mills ; and the chief trade of the place is in meal, of which great 
quantities are fent to London every week. 

C U R I O S I T I E S . 

Medicinal T h e natural curiofities that principally diftinguifh this county, are.a great num-
iprings. ber of medicinal fprings, particularly in and about London. 

T h e village of Eaft Acton, about fix miles from London, is. famous for its 
wells, the water of which is brought in confiderable quantities to that metropolis, 

and 
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and drank at the fountain by numbers of people, efpecially in the months of 
May and June. 

On the night of the ioth of June 1212, about four years after London bridge Dreadful dif-

was finiihed, a great fire broke out in Southwark, which was communicated t o alter from a 

the fouth end of the bridge, and which a itrong foutherly wind fpread to the ^ g^0^" 
north end, before the middle part took fire, fo fuddenly, as to flop the ^ 
return of a great multitude of people, who had run from the city in order to 
aflift at the extinction of the fire in the Borough : by this accident, 3000 perfcns, 
inclofed between the two fires, are faid to have been burnt on the bridge, or 
drowned, by crowding in fuch numbers into the veflels in the river, that ven-
tured to their afiiftance, as to fink them. 

But the moft dreadful conflagration that perhaps ever happened in any nation, The fire of 
broke out about one o'clock in the morning on the 2d of September 1666, at London. 

Pudding Lane, a part of the town clofe built with wooden and pitched houfes : 
the fire therefore burnt with great fury, and by means of a violent eafterly wind, 
was fpread fo far before day, that it could not be maftered by engines ; and fuch was 
the diitradion of the inhabitants, that care was not taken in time to prevent the 
further diffufion of it, by blowing up houfes with gunpowder, fo that it kept 
burning all that day and the night following, with the ut'moft fury, and conti-
nued more or lefs, from Monday morning till Thurfday night. It burnt from 
Pudding Lane, not far from the foot of London Bridge, all the way weftward to 
the Temple church; and in other directions, to Holborn Bridge, Pye Corner, 
Alderfgate, Cripplegate, near the end of Coleman-ftreet, Bifhopfgate-flreet, 
Leadenhall-ftreet, Fenchurch-ftreet, Clothworkers-hall in Mincing Lane, the 
middle of Mark Lane, and the Tower Dock. 

It deitroyed the buildings on four hundred and thirty-fix acres of ground : it 
burnt down four hundred ftreets, lanes, and courts, thirteen thoufand tw7o hun-
dred houfes, the cathedral church of St. Paul, eighty-fix pariili churches, and 
fix chapels, the magnificent buildings of Guildhall, the Royal Exchange, Cuitom-
houfe, and Blackwell-Hall, divers hofpitals and libraries, fifty-two of the compa-
nies halls, and a vaft number of other irately edifices, together with three of the 
city gates, four itone bridges, and the prifons of Newgate and the Fleet, and 
the Poultry and Wood-ftreet compters ; the lofs of which, together with the mer-
chandize and houihold furniture, by the belt calculation, amounted to ten millions 
feven hundred and thirty thoufand and five hundred pounds; and yet, notwith-
ftanding this terrible devaftation, only fix perfons loft their lives by the fire. 

The diftrefs to which this dreadful calamity reduced the inhabitants, is fcarcely 
to be conceived, the far greatefl part of them being deprived of their habita-
tions, and compelled to retire to the fields, deftitute of almoit every thing, where 
they were expofed to the inclemencies of the weather, till a fuificient number of 
huts could be built for their accommodation. 

Whether this fire was the effed of accident or defign, has been the fubjed of 
much controverfy ; but at the time when it happened, it feems to have been 
taken for granted, that it was the eifed of defign ; and the only controverfy was, 

I 2 by 
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by wl fch of the parties that the nation was then divided into, it had been done, 
It was mutually charged by all upon each other, with the utmoft bitternefs of re-
proach ; and it being thought expedient to bring every poffible difgrace upon the 
Popiih party at the revolution, the fire was charged to their account, by all who 
wiihed well to the new eftablifhment, or hoped to receive advantages from it. 

"This charge was favoured by an infcription on the Monument, that has been al-
ready mentioned, which was firft cut, upon finiihing that noble column, in 1677, 
purporting, that the fire v/as begun and propagated by the Popiih fadtion. This 
infcription was however erafed, upon the acceffion of James the Second to the 
throne, but was reftored in the reign of king William, foon after the revolution 
but as the fpirit of party is now at an end, reafon has determined this contro-
verfy, to the advantage of all parties, by imputing the fire of London to acci-
dental and natural caufes. 

It is certain that nothing could have happened of greater benefit to potterity, 
becaule before the fire, the ftreets were narrow, crooked, and incommodious; the 
houfes, which confifted of wood, were dark, irregular, and ill contrived, with 
their feveral ftories jutting out, or hanging over each other, by which the cir-
culation of the air was obftrudted, and noifome vapours harboured, which pro-
duced frequent peftilential diforders. But the ftreets being enlarged, and the 
houfes conftrudled with flat fronts,- upon rebuilding the city, there is fuch a free 
circulation of the air throughout, that offenfive vapours are expelled, and few 
places in the kingdom are more healthy than London. 

Great 1a ue T h e plague, which before the fire of London had made frequent and dreadful 
ofT.625rtr h a v o c k i n t h i s city and fuburbs, in 1625, carried off 35,470 perfons ; and fo 
London. many died of other diftempers, in the lpace, that the bill of mortality for that 

year amounted to 54,265. 

T l a g u e o f 

166c. 

Sweating 
iicknefs. 

MaiTaere of 
the Jews. 

T h e plague broke out again about the beginning of May, in 1665, which, be-
fore the end of September following, raifed the weekly burials in the city and 
fuburbs, to 7,165, and it deftroyed in the whole 68,596 perfons; and the bill 
of mortality for the year, amounted to 97,306. 

In the beginning of the reign of Henry the Seventh, an epidemic difeafe ap-
peared in London, called the fweating ficknefs ; it carried off vail numbers of 
people, who died within twenty-four hours ; for thofe who furvived that time, 
generally recovered. O f this difeale two lord mayors and one fheriff died in one 
year. 

On the 2d of September, in the year 1189, the day preceding the coronation 
of Richard the Firft, there was a dreadful maflacre of the Jews in this city. Pub-
lic intimation had been given to them not to appear at the ceremony of the coro-
nation ; notwithftanding which, many endeavouring to fatisfy their curiofity, at-
tempted to get into the abbey church of St. Peter, at Weftminfter, where the 
ceremony was to be performed., but being repulfed by his majefty's domeftics, a 
rumour fpread, that the king had given orders for cutting off all the Jews in his 
dominions, upon which the mob immediately murdered allprefent, and then has-
tening to the city, maffacred all they could find there, and afterwards plundered and 

burnt 
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burnt their houfes. The principal actors however of thefe horrid barbarities were 
feized the next day, and immediately hanged. 

In the year 1381, the fifth of Richard the Second, this metropolis fufiered T y l e r 

greatly by a rebellion, called Tyler's rebellion, from having been raifed by one bellio 

Walter Hilliard, a tyler of Dartford in Kent, who, from his trade, was commonly 
called Wat Tyler. This man, exafperated at the impudence and infolence of the 
collectors of a poll tax, one of whom behaved rudely to his daughter, under pre-
tence of feeing whether ihe was arrived at the age of puberty, and liable to the 
duty, after killing the collector, excited the people to join him in defence of their 
daughters, and to aboliih the taxes, which were thought extremely burthenfome. 
Many were prevailed upon to rife, with whom he marched to Blackheath, and 
their number was foon increafed to 100,000 men. 

This prodigious mob entered Southwark on the 10th of June, fet "at liberty the 
prifoners in the King's bench and Marfhalfea prifons, and levelled the houfes of all 
lawyers and queftmen to the ground; and while one party went to Lambeth, 
where they burnt the archiepifcopal palace, with the rich furniture, books and re-
gifters, another deftroyed the common itews along the bank-fide, then kept by 
Flemiih bawds, who farmed them of the city. 

In this dreadful confufion the lord mayor caufed the gate of London-bridge to 
be ihut and fortified; but the next day the rebels were admitted into the city, and 
the fihambles and wine cellars fet open for their accommodation. Being now*joined 
by the city rabble, they hailed to the Savoy, then the duke of Lancafter's palace, 
which was the moft magnificent edifice in the kingdom, and burnt it with all its 
rich furniture to the ground. They then marched to the Temple, which at that 
time belonged to Sir Robert Hales, the lord high treafurer, and burnt that build-
ing, with all the records in chancery, and the books and papers belonging to the 
iludents of the law. They burnt alfo the other inns of court. 

After this, dividing into three bodies, one proceeded to the rich priory of St, 
John of Jerufalem, of which the high treafurer was prior, which they likewife-
burnt; and then burnt a ftately rnaniion-houfe of the high treafurer at Highbury, 
north of London. T h e fecond divifion marched to the Tower, which they en-
tered, notwithftanding it was guarded by 600 men at arms, and 600 archers ; and 
there feizing Simon Sudbury, archbifhop of Canterbury, and the high treafurer, 
they caufed them both to be beheaded on -Tower-hill. T h e third divifion pro-
ceeded to Mile-end, where they were met by the king, who agreed to all their de-
mands ; upon which they difperfed the fame day, and returned home. 

But W a t Tyler, with the reft of this tumultuous rabble, continued to commit the 
greateft diforders in London and Weftminfter; and under the pretence of reform-
ing public abufes, they fet open the prifons of the Fleet and Newgate, murdered 
many of the moft eminent citizens, and dragging the Flemiih merchants from the 
churches, where they had taken refuge, beiieadea them in the ftreets, makino-
proclamation for the beheading, not only all lawyers and perfons concerned in the 
exchequer, but even all who were able to write. 

A t length the king, encouraged by his fuccefs at Mile-end, fent to let Wat T y -

ler 
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ler know, that he would be glad of a conference with him in Smithfield; upon 
which Tyler marched flowly thither, at the head of his men, and upon fight of the 
king boldly rode up to him, leaving his men behind. - His behaviour and propofals. 
were equally brutifh and abfurd ; for he would be iatisfied with nothing lefs than 
a commiffion to behead all lawyers, and the abolition of all the ancient laws of 
the kingdom. T h e king not only refufed to comply, but ordered William Wal-
worth, the lord mayor, to arreft him-, and Walworth immediately gave him fuch 
a blow upon the head with his fword, that he fell wounded from his horfe, and was 
foon difpatched. 

T h e rebels, in the mean time, obferving what was done, cried out, " Our captain is 
" murdered let us revenge his death " and immediately bent their bows; upon 
which the king, tho' but fifteen years of age, rode up to them, and addrefied them 
thus, " M y friends, will you kill your king ? Be not troubled for the lofs of your 
" leader : I will be your captain, and grant you what you defire." Upon this they 
changed their refolution, and marched under his conduit to St. George's Fields ; 
where finding a thoufand citizens completely armed, they were ftruck with fuch 
a panic, that, throwing down their arms, they begged for mercy; which being-
granted, they immediately diiperfed. 

A N T I Q U I T I E S . 

Ancient inha- This county, with that of Efiex, was, in the time of the Romans, inhabited 
buants. by the Trinobantes, of whom mention has been made in the account of Ef iex: 

and under the Saxon Heptarchy it was part of the kingdom of the Eait Saxons. 

Antiqumes When, or by whom, London was founded, does not appear from hifcory. Ma-
cs on on. n y j^ave fuppoied, that before the arrival of Csefar in Britain, London was the 

ancient emporium or mart of the Britiih trade with the Phoenicians, Greeks and 
Gauls. There was however no building either of brick or ftone in this place, till 
it was inhabited by the Romans; for the dwellings of the Britons before that time 
were only huts, formed of twigs wattled together. London is generally thought 
to have been founded in the reign of the Roman emperor Claudius -, and the firft 
mention of it in hiflory is by Tacitus, who lived in the time of Nero, when this 
place was famous for the multitude of its merchants, and the extent of its traffic. 
It appears that London, about this time, was too large to be defended by an 
army of io5ooo Romans ^ on which account it was abandoned by Suetonius Pau-
.tinus, the Roman general, to the fury of the Britiih queen Boadicea, who burnt 
it to the ground, and put all the inhabitants to the fword. 

London foon recovered from this cataftrophe for Herodian, in his account of 
the life of the emperor Severus, written a few years afterwards, calls it a great 
and wealthy city. About this time it was made a prefecture by the Romans, in 

Imitation of Rome itfelf, probably from its being the capital of the Britifh domi-
nions, and called Augufta. 

i t muft however be obferved, that Ptolemy, and fome other writers of o-reat 
antiquity and authority, have placed Londinium in Cantium or Kent, on the fouth 
fide of the Thames : and federal modern writers are of opinion, that the Romans 

might' 
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might probably have a ilation there called Lomiinium, to fecure their con que its on 
that fide of the river, before they reduced the Trinobantes. T h e place fixed up-
on for this ilation is a large plat of ground, called St. George's Fields, fituated 
between Lambeth and Southwark, where many Roman coins, bricks, and chec-
quered pavements have been found. Three Roman ways from Kent, Surry, and 
Middlefex, interfered each other in this place ; and an urn filled with bones was 
dug up here not a century ago. This therefore is fuppofed to be the original 
Londinium, which, it is thought, became neglected after the Romans fubdued 
the Trinobantes, and fettled on the,other fide of the Thames. 

By whom London was firil wTalled in is uncertain : fome think by Conilantine 
the Great, others by his mother Helena •, but there is great reafon to believe it 
was by the emperor Valentinian the Firil, about the year of Chrift 368. It is be-
lieved that thefe walls quite furrounded the city, as well upon the fide of the 
Thames, as upon the land fide; but that part of the wall next the river has been 
deftroyed by the tide fo long ago, that there are now no traces even of its ruins. 

T h e extent of the walls, or the circumference of the ancient city within them,, 
is three miles, one hundred and fixty-five feet: thefe walls were compofed of lay-
ers of flat Roman brick, and ragitones alternately. From the remains of the Ro-
man work ftill to be feen in the city walls, it is conjedtured that their original 
height was twenty-two feet: they were fortified with feveral lofty towers, the 
number of which, upon the land fide, was fifteen. T h e remains of two of thefe 
towers are ftill to be feen•, one in a ftreet called Shoemaker-row, near Aldgate, 
and the other on the weft fide of a neighbouring ftreet, called Houndfditch. 

T h e remains of thefe two towers are thought to be the moil confiderable pieces 
of Roman architecture now in Britain : one of them ftill confifts of three ftories,. 
and is twenty-fix feet high, though greatly decayed, and fplit in fome parts from 
top to bottom : the other is twenty-one feet high, perfectly found, and very beau-
tiful, the bricks being as good as if newly laid, though the ftones are in fome 
parts crumbled away. In a ftreet called the Vineyard, not far from thefe towers, 
is the bafis of another Roman tower, about eight feet high, fupportino- a new-
building of three ftories high. From the remains'of thefe towers it is conjedtured, 
that their height was about forty feet. " ' 

In the reign of king Henry the Second, the walls of this city were considerably 
raifed; in the'reign of Richard the Firil, great part of them was demoliihed to 
make room for the ditch round the Tower of London ; and being much decayed in 
the reign of king Flenry the Third, he obliged the citizens to repair them at a very 
great expence. 

In the reign of king John, the city of London was fortified by drawino- a deep 
moat or ditch 200 feet wide, round the walls. This ditch was cleaned in the 
reign of king Richard the Second. And it appears, that the crown ufually grant-
ed the magiftrates of London a duty on certain goods,, to defray the expence of 
cleaning the ditch, and repairing the walls. 

^ In the reign of Edward the Fifth, great part of the city walls was rebuilt at the 
charge 01 the city companies: in the reign of Henry the Eighth the ditch was 

cleaned 5 
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cleaned and in the reign of queen Elizabeth it was twice cleaned, and part of it 
widened. But all this ditch has for many years been filled up, and covered with 
buildings •, and fo much both of the walls and ditch has been appropriated by the 
city to public ufes, that there are few parts in which either of them can be feen to 
advantage. 

T S o m e remains of the walls ftill fubfiit between the houfes on the eaft fide of Poor 
Jewry-lane, and the Minories, and along Houndfditch, from the place where a 
gate called Aldgate lately flood, to that in which another gate called Bifhopf-ate 
ftood. _ From the lite of Bifhopfgate, the ruins of the walls may be traced todie 
place m which a gate called Little Moorgate f lood; from the fite of Little Moor-
gate to Aldermanbury, and from thence behind the houfes to the place where 
ftood a gate called Cripplegate: from hence the walls extend on to the back of St 
Giles s church, and run along the back of the houfes in Crowder's Wel l Alley 
and are vifible almoft to the place where Alderfgate lately f lood; from the fite 
oi Alderfgate they run along the back of the houfes in Bull and Mouth flreet-
but from this flreet there is fcarce any part of them vifible to Newgate; from 
Newgate they are m-fome places of a confiderable height, extending i n a pretty 
regular line on the back of the houfes in the Old Bailey, almoft to the place where 
Ludgate ftood. r 

T h e original gates of this city, or thofe ere&ed at the fame time with the walls 
are fuppoled to be four, Newgate, Cripplegate, Aldgate, and Dowgate ; but 
Dow-gate has been demolifhed fo long, that even the fite of it is not exactly 
known. . Thefe four original gates were ere&ed over the three great Roman mili-
tary ways, in this part of Britain : the Roman way, called Watling Street, which 
would have interfered the Thames from Surry, entered London through Dowgate 
ana croffing the city, palled through Newgate. T h e military way called Ermine-
itreet is fuppofed to have pointed to Cripplegate, and the Vicinal way to have run 
tnrough Aldgate, J 

In the reign of king Henry the Second, the walls had feven gates, which were 
Aldgate, Biihopfgate, Cripplegate, Alderfgate, Newgate, Ludgate, and a poftern 
near tne T o w e r ; but that part of the wall next the Tower being demolifhed in the 
reign of king Richard the Firft, the poftern having loft its old fupport, fell down 
and was afterwards fupphed by a mean wooden building, which went alfo to decay 
many years ago. A s for thofe places called Botolphfgate, Billingfgate, and the 
Watergates, near the l ower and Cuftom-houfe, it does not appear that they ever 
were real gates, but wharfs only. 7 

A l l thefe feven gates ftood till very lately, when an a& of parliament having 
pafied for widening and improving the ftreets of this city, they were confidered a! 
fo many incumbrances, and all taken down, in the years 1760 and 1761 
Newgate, which is ftill Handing, 7 ' ' 7 ' 

Aldgate is a name fuppofed by feme to have been derived from the antiquity of this 
gate, which was certainly one of the original gates of the city, and is mentioned in 
a charter or King Edgar, as far back as the year 967. It ftood on the eaft fide of 
tne city, but being ruinous, was rebuilt in 1609. On the top of the o-ate was a 
yane, fupported by a gilt lphere, on each fide of which, upon the top of the up-

per 
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per battlements, in the eaft front, flood the flatue of a foldier, holding a bullet in 
his hand. Beneath thefe, in a large fquare niche, was a flatue of king James the 
Firft, in gilt armour, with a lion and unicorn couchant at his feet. On the weft 
front, was a ftatue of Fortune, gilt, ftanding on a globe, with a fpreading fail over 
her head; a little lower, on the fouth fide, was a figure of Peace, with a dove on 
one hand, and a gilt wreath on the other 5 and over againft that, on the north fide, 
was a figure of Charity, with a child at her breaft, and another in her hand. 

Bifhopfgate, on the north fide of the city, is fuppofed to have been fo called 
from the figures of two biihops, one on the north and another on the fouth front. 
When it was firft built is uncertain ; but it was kept in repair by the company of 
merchants of the Hanfe-towns, refiding in this city, in confideration of certain 
privileges granted them. This company rebuilt it in 1479, a n d it was erefted, 
for the laft time, in 1735. 

Alderfgate, the moil ancient north gate of this city, was rebuilt in 1617. On 
the north front of it was a ftatue of king James the Firft on horfeback; with two 
other figures, one of the prophet Jeremiah, on one fide, and the other of the pro-
phet Samuel on the other fide. Over the king's head were the arms of England 
Scotland, and Ireland. On the fouth front of the gate was a figure of the fame 
king James the Firft, fitting in his robes, on a throne. This gate, being damap-ed 
by the fire of London, was repaired in 1670. 

Newgate ftands in the north-weft corner of the city, and is faid to have been 
the common jail for felons taken in the city of London or the county of Middleiex 
ever fince the year 1218 : and fo lately as the year 1457, Newgate, and not the 
Tower, was a prifon for the nobility and great officers of flate. Newgate having 
been much damaged by the fire of London, the prefent ftrucSture was ere&ed; the 
weft fide of which is adorned with three ranges ofpilafters of the Tufcan order 
with their entablatures; and in the intercolumniations are four niches, with as 
many figures as big as the life, and well executed. T h e eaft front of the o-ate is 
adorned with a range of pilafters, with entablatures; and in three niches are the 
figures of Mercy, Juftice and Truth. 

Ludgate was the weft gate of this city, and was rebuilt in 1586; it was how-
ever ruined by the fire of London, but repaired and beautified in 1699. T h e eaft 
fide of it was adorned with four pilafters of the Doric order, with their entabla-
tures ; and in the intercolumniations were placed the figures of a pretended Britifh 
king, called Lud, and his two fons, Androgeus and Theomantius, in their Britiih 
habits. Thefe figures were firft fet up in the year 1260, when it was believed that 
the fiditious king L u d had firft built this gate, whence it was called Ludo-ate. 
The weft fide was adorned with two pilafters of the Ionic order, with their entabla-
ture ; alfo two columns, and a pediment, adorning a niche, in which was placed a 
good ftatue of queen Elizabeth in her robes; and over it was the queen's arms 
between the city fupporters. This gate had been part of a prifon for fuch debtors 
as were freemen of the city, ever fince the year 1378, till 1760, when the prifon 
was demoliihed, together with the gate. T h e prifon was known by the name of 
Ludgate prifon. 

V O L . II. K Moor-
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Moorgate, which flood between Bifhopfgate and Cripplegate, was firil built in 
1415, upon the fide of a moor, from which it was lo called, and over which 
caufeways were railed from hence, for the paifage of the citizens into the fields. 
It was rebuilt after the fire of London in 1666, with a magnificent gateway, the 
arch of which was near twenty feet high. 

Cripplegate flood between Moorgate and Alderfgate, and is fuppofed to have 
been thus called from having been anciently a place where lame and infirm perfons 
ufed to beg. It was a very plain folid ilrufture, without any ornament. 

In digging the foundation of Aldgate, when it was rebuilt in 1609, feveral 
Roman coins were found; and under the foundation of the city walls, in many 
places, a great number of Roman coins and medals have been dug up, among 
which fome were of Helena, the mother of the emperor Conilantine the Great; a 
circumilance that flrongly favours the opinion of the walls having firil been ereóled 
by her, or by her fon Conilantine, at her requeil. 

In clearing the foundations of St. Paul's cathedral, after the fire of London, it was 
found to have been anciently a great burying-place ; for under the graves of mo-
dern times were difcovered the graves of the Saxons, who cafed their common dead 
in chalk ftones, and buried perfons of eminence in itone coffins : below thefe were 
the graves of the ancient Britons, as appeared by a great number of ivory and 
wooden pins found among the dul l : for it was cuflomary with the ancient Britons 
to pin the corpfe in woollen fhrouds, and lay it, without any other covering, 
in the ground: at a Hill greater depth was difcovered a great number of Roman 
urns, difhes, and other veffels, found, and of a beautiful red, like fealing w a x : 
on the bottom of fome of thefe veffels were inlcriptions, by which they appeared 
to have been drinking veffels : fome of them were beautifully embelliihed on the 
outfide with raifed work of various figures; fome were infcribed with the names 
of deities, heroes, and judges-, and the matter of which they were made vied in 
beauty with polifhed metal. Here were alfo difcovered feveral Roman coins, and 
a number of teffelae, of various forts of marble, in the form of dice, which were 
ufed by the Romans in paving the praetorium, or general's tent: whence fome 
have thought, that this was the fite of the Roman prastorium in London. 

In 1669, w a s PP n e a r Ludgate, a fepulchral flone, engraved with the 
figure of a Roman foldier, and an infcription in remembrance of Vivius Marcia-
nus, a foldier of the fecond legion, fliled Auguila, to whofe memory this monu-
ment was ereóled, by his wife Januaria Matrina. 

"In digging the canal of Fleet ditch, betv/een Fleet prifon and Holborn bridge, 
feveral_ Roman utenfils were difcovered, together with ava i l number of Roman 
coins, in filver, copper, and brafs. A t Holborn bridge were dug up two brafen 
figures of Roman deities, one of Bacchus, and the other of Ceresf and each about 
four inches long. Here were alfo found feveral antiquities of later times, as 
arrow-heads, fcales, feals engraved with Saxon charaólers, fpur-rowels, keys and 
daggers, together with a confiderable number of medals, and other matters. 

One 
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One of the moil: remarkable pieces of antiquity in this city is a great ftone, now 
(landing in a ftone cafe, on the north fide of Cannon-ilreet, clofe under the fouth 
wall of St. Swithin's church, in Walbrook ward, called London Stone. It was 
formerly pitched edgewife on the other fide of the ilreet, facing the place it now 
ftands in, fixed deep in the ground, and ilrongly fattened with iron bars ; but, for 
the conveniency of wheel-carriages, it was removed to this place. It has been 
carefully preferved from age to age, and is mentioned by the name of London 
Stone, fo early as the time of Ethelftan king of the Weft Saxons. It is ftrange 
that this Stone ihould have been fo carefully preferved, and yet fo little mention-
ed, that the original caufe of its ereftion, and the ufe for which it was intended, 
are entirely unknown. It is conje&ured, that as London was a Roman city, this 
Stone might be the center, and might ferve as the ftandard from which the num-
ber of miles was computed to other confiderable cities or ftations in the province 
and this conjeilure feems to be well fupported, for, on clearing the foundations of 
the church of St. Mary le Bow in Cheapfide, the walls, with the windows and 
pavement of a Roman temple, were found entirely buried below the level of the 
prefent ftreet; and near this temple was difcovered a Roman caufeway of rough 
itone, four feet thick, clofe and firmly cemented. This is fuppofed to be the north-
ern boundary of the Roman colony, the extent of which, from north to fouth, is 
fuppofed to have been from this caufeway to the Thames; eaft and weft, from 
Tower-hill to Ludgate and the principal or Pr^torian way is judged to have 
been Watling-ftreet: whence London Stone appears to have been nearly in the 
center of the ancient city, as it appeared before its deftru&ion by queen Boadicea, 
and before it was encompafled with walls. 

In the Tower of London is ftill to be feen the filver armour of John of Gaunt, 
which fhews him to have been between feven and eight feet high. 

In Playhoufe-yard in Whitecrofs-ftreet, are the ruins of a theatre, fuppofed to 
be the firft that was erefted in or near London, though there was another perhaps 
of a date not much later in Barbican. Nor is it to be wondered at that theatres 
were formerly built here, when it appears from Bridgewater Square in Barbican, 
Thanet, and Shaftefbury houfes, in Alderfgate ftreet, that this part of the town 
was the refidence of the court and nobility. 

That part of the metropolis now called Weftminfter, was anciently called Antiquities 

Thorny-iiland, from its having been covered with thorn bufhes, and encompafted o f W e f t m i a -

by a branch of the Thames, which is faid to have run through the ground now f ter-
called St. James's Park, from weft to eaft, and to have fallen again into the ri-
ver at Whitehall: hence the original name of the abbey or monaftery founded 
here, and afterwards called Weftminfter Abbey, was Thorny Abbey, for the con-
venience of which a few houfes were probably firft erefted, and thefe at length 
increafed into a village or town diftinil from London, which was confined within 
its Walls at a confiderable diftance. T h e ilreet now called the Strand was the road 
from London to this town, and was open on one fide to the Thames and on the 
other to the fields. In the year 1385, the Strand was paved, after which many 
houfes belonging to the nobility were built in it. 

Weftminfter, 
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Weftminfter, till the general diAblution of religious houfes, was fubjed to the-
arbitrary rule of its abbat and monks j but in 1541, king Henry the Eighth up-
on the iurrender of William fienfon its laft abbat, not only raifed it into a£ honour, 
but to be the fee of a biihop, with a dean and twelve prebendaries,, and appointed 
the whole county of Middlefex, except Fulham, which belonged to the biihop of 
London, for its diocefe. Upon this occafion Weftminfter became a city - as no-
thing more is requiredI to tronftitute a city, according to the lord chief juftice 
Coke, than the name of a biihop's fee: but as Weftminfter never had more than 
one biihop, becauie the bifhopric was, foon after its inftitution, diffolved by Ed-
ward the Sixth, it could no longer be properly called a city, though by the 
public courtefy it has retained that diftindion ever fince, except in a6§ of parlia-
ment, and other public deeds, where it is ftiled the city or borough of Weftmin-

Weftminfter, many years before it was made a biihop's fee, had been the feat 
of a royal palace, of the high court of parliament, and of our law tribunals 
Moft or ouriovereigns had been crowned, and had thei'r fepulchres, in the abbev 

church. And an ancient palace, built by Edward the Confeffor, which ftood near 
the abbey, being almoft deftroyed by fire in the reign of king Henry the Eighth' 
that prince purchased the palace of Whitehall of Cardinal Wol fey: he alio built 
the palace of St. James, inclofed St. James's Park for the accommodation of 
both palaces, anderefted agate in the Gothic manner, which ftood near the Ban 
quetting-houfe till the year 1759., when it was taken down to enlarge the ftreet" 
T o this gate he added a magnificent gallery, for the accommodation of the roval 
family, the nobility and gentry, to fee the juftings, and other military exercifes in 
the tilt-yard, which was over againft i t ; and foon afterwards the fame prince 
ereded, contiguous to that gate, a tennis-court, a cock-pit, and places for bowl-
ing. 

Antiquities of In the pariih of St Saviour, in the borough of Southwark, is an inn called the 
rtebopoagh Talbot Inn; and on the main beam of a room in this inn is an infcription inioort' 

t X t , Chaucer, and twenty-nine pilgrims lay. heref T t h ^ e 
garifnes ad- ? on their journey to Canterbury. This inn was much frequented anciently 

by the nobility and gentry ; and though the fign is now the pidu?e of a dog called 
a Talbot, yet the original fign was the reprefentation of a coat without lleeves 
flich as is worn by the heralds at arms, and called a Tabard. By the fame corrim' 
tion, the Poll,, or Head,, which was the ancient fign of a barber's fhop, ¡s converted 
into a painted Stick,, or Pole, and the Belle Savage into a Bell and naked Man. 

In this parifli was a feat, built in 1103, by William Giffard biihop of Winchef 
ter, and caKed Winchefter-houfe; but it has long difappeared, and the fite of ir 
together with an adjacent park, has been converted into dwelEng-houfes which 

of WinIhefter r e e t S ^ ^ ^ W h k h h d d b } r J e a ? e o f the" b i i h ° P 

On the bank-fide, near Winchefter-houfe, there were formerly eighteen houfes 
called the Stews licenfed by the bifnop of Winchefter, with the fandion of an a d 
of parliament for keeping public whores, under certain regulations, who were 
commonly called Winchefter Geefe. 6 

In 
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In the pariih of Chrift Church is a certain diftrift called the Liberty of Paris 

Garden, in which were formerly two bear gardens, fuppofed to have been the firft 
©f that kind in or near London. 

In the pariih of St. George flood anciently a magnificent ftrufture, belonging 
to the duke of Suffolk, which coming into the hands of king Henry the Eighth, 
he ere&ed a mint in it, from which the neighbourhood is ftill called the Mint. 

Near^ a ftreet called Kent-flreet, in this pariih, was a Roman ftone fortrefs, the 
foundations of which being dug up in 1685, here were found, among other ruins, 
two pillars, on each of which was engraved a Janus's head. 

In Lambeth Marfh, in the pariih of Lambeth, are ftill to be feen fome remains 
of the ditch or channel cut by Canute, the Dane, when he befieged London, to 
turn off the courfe of the Thames, from that part of the river now called 'the 
King's Barge-houfe, to the eaft fide of the place in which London Brido-e was af-
terwards built. 

In Lambeth Wall , in the fame pariih, is a piece of ground, now built upon 
containing more than an acre, and called Pedlar's Acre, on account, as is faid of 
its having been conveyed to the pariih of Lambeth by a pedlar, on condition 
that a pi&ure of himfelf, and another of his dog, fhould be perpetually preferved 
in painted glafs, in one of the windows of Lambeth church; and in the fouth 
eaft window of the middle ifle of this church, thefe piftures may be feen at 
this day. 

Near Vauxhall are ftill to be feen the remains of a baftion and lines eaft up 
by the Romans, which, in the civil wars under king Charles the Firft, were repaired 
for the fecurity of London. r 

Near Bermondfey-ftreet, in the pariih of St. Mary Magdalen, Bermondfey 
are the remains of a Roman fort, as plain, almoft, as when it was firft de-
molifhed. 

From the river Thames, at Lambeth, a line or trench, cut by the Romans, 
may be traced to the fame river at Deptford, in Kent j which, together with the 
forts already mentioned, were, without doubt, intended to prevent the incurfions 
of the Britons into Kent, before the Romans crofted the Thames and conquered 
the Trinobantes. 

Old-ftreet, in the pariih of St. L u k e , in the fuburbs of London, is part of a Antiquities o f 

Roman military way, that ran along the north fide of London, and ftretched from the fuburbs oi 
eaft to weft throughout the iiland. London. 

Spitalfields appears to have been a coemetery in the time of the Romans, for 
in 1576, feveral urns were dug up here, containing afhes and human bones • ¿ a n y 
copper coins of Roman emperors, ftatues of Roman deities, lamps, cups, and 
other uteniils, have alfo been found in this place, 

Sun-
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'Sun Tavern Fields, in the parifh of Shadwell, were alfo a Roman coemetery, 
where, in 1615, coffins, urns, Roman coins, and other remains of antiquity, were 
dug up. 

Here was found a lead coffin, inclofed in a ftone one, containing the body of 
a woman, with a cupid cut in ftone, upon her breaft, an ivory fcepter in eacji 
hand, a large urn at her head, and another at her feet. Here were alfo feveral 
fmall urns, and a great number of glafs veifels, full of white liquor. 

In a north-weft porch of Stepney church, is a ftone, which, from an infcrip-
tion on it, appears to have been brought from fome magnificent ruin, in the an-
cient city of Carthage, in Africa. 

Antiquities o f In the parifh of Iflington, almoft contiguous to London, is a field, called the 
other places Reedmoat, and alfo Six Acre Field, from the contents of it, which appears to 
i n this j i a y e b e e n a n a n c ient fortrefs, inclofed with a rampart and ditch and from its 
county. form, and the manner of the fortifications, is fuppofed to have been the Roman 

camp occupied by Suetonius Paulinus, after his retreat from London. Out of 
this, camp, it is thought, he fallied upon the Britons, under the conduit of their 
queen, Boadicea, when he totally routed them. In the fouth-weft angle of the 
field, is a fquare partition, or divifion, commonly called Jack Straw's Caftle, 
which is fuppofed to have been the Roman general's praetorium, or tent. 

Near Uxbridge are the remains of an ancient camp, which is fuppofed to be 

Britifh. 

A t Sheparton, upon the banks of the Thames, fouth-eaft of Stanes, is a piece 
of inclofed ground, called Warre Clofe, in which fpurs, fwords, human bones, and 
other remains of antiquity, have been dug up; and on the weft of Warre Clofe, 
part of a Roman camp is ftill vifible. 

Near King's Arbour, north-eaft of Stanes, is a R.oman camp, confifting of a 
fmgle work, and not large ; . and at about the diftance of a mile from this, is 
another Roman camp. 

T h e Roman military way called Watling-Street, which runs over Hampftead-
heath, .north of London, from Old Verulam, in Hertfordfhire, is vifible at Edge-
ware, in the county of Middlefex. 

A t Enfield there was formerly a royal feat, of which there are ftill fome re-
mains; and by the coats of arms, yet vifible in fome parts of it, it appears to have 
been built by Sir Thomas Lovel , a knight of the garter, and fecretary of ftate 
to king Henry the Seventh. 

E C C L E S I A S T I C A L A N T I Q ^ U I T I E S. 

In the year 604, Melitus being confecrated bifhop of the eaft Saxons, fixed his 
epifcopal fee at London, in a church founded by Ethelbert, king of Kent, and de-

dicated to St. Paul, which having been frequently rebuilt, ftill continues the ca-
thedral 
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thedral of this dioccfe. T o the cathedral of St. Paul belong a bifliop, a dean, a 
precentor, a chancellor, a treafurer, five archdeacons, thirty prebendaries, twelve 
petty canons, fix vicars choral, ten finging men, ten chorifters, an organili, and 
other officers. 

In St. Martin le Grand, not far from Newgate, in this city, there was a col-
lege, which, according to fome writers, was founded about the year 677, by the 
Britiih king Cadwallein, or by fome Britons, in memory of that king : but there 
is greater reafon to believe, that this college was founded in the year 700, by Vic-
tred, or Wythred, king of Kent, and rebuilt, and chiefly endowed, by two Saxon 
noblemen, Ingelricus, and his brother Girard, about the year 1056. This foun-
dation was confirmed by William the Conqueror in 1068, and the church of the 
college made a royal free chapel, with feveral privileges annexed to it. T h e ad-
joining precindl was ordained a fanótuary, and exempted from ecclefiaftical and 
civil jurifdidtion. Here was a dean and feveral fecular canons, till the college, 
and all the lands belonging to it, were given, by king Henry the Seventh, to 
the abbat and convent of Weftminfter, in 1502. 

Sir Jordan Brifet gave fourteen acres of land in Clerkenwell, to one Robert, his 
chaplain, for building a religious houfe on it, for nuns or Grey monks, upon 
which there was a priory founded for. Benedidtine nuns, about the year 1100, and 
dedicated to God and the aflumption of the Virgin Mary. This nunnery was 
valued, upon the diffolution, at 262 1. 19 s. a-year. 

Near Weft Smithfield, the fame Sir Jordan Brifet, about the year 1100, eredt-
ed an houfe or hofpital, for the Knights Hofpitalers of St. John of Jerufaleim 
the lord prior of which had precedence of all the lay barons in parliament, and 
chief power over all the preceptories, or fmaller houfes of this order, throughout 
England. 

On a fpot of ground, within Aldgate, where one Syred had formerly begun to 
build a church, dedicated to the Holy Crofs and St. Mary Magdalen, queen 
Maud, in 1108, founded a monaftery for Canons Regular of the order of St. 
Auftin. This houfe was dedicated to the Trinity, and was fo rich, that it fur-̂  
paffed all the priories in London and Middlefex. It was furrendered the twenty-
third of Henry the Eighth ; but the valuation is not recorded. 

A t St. Giles's, in the fuburbs of London, there was an hofpital for a mafter 
and feveral leprous perfons, founded by queen Maud, the mafterihip of which 
Was, in the twenty-feventh year of Edward the Firft, granted to the monaftery 
of Burton Lazars, in Leicefterihire, and continued fubordinate to that monaftery, 
till the time of the difTolution. 

Raherus, who founded St. Bartholomew's hofpital, in London, began, in the. 
year 1123, on the e aft fide of W e f t Smithfield, a church or monaftery for Black 
canons, which was finiihed in 1133, and dedicated to St. Bartholomew. T h e 
revenues of this monaftery were valued, upon the diffolution, at 6531. 15 s. per 
annum. 

In 
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In Haliwell Fields, on the weft fide of Biihopfgate-ftreet, without the gate, 
Robert Fitz-Gelran, canon of St. Paul's cathedral, before the year 1140, built a 
priory, which was dedicated to St. John Baptift, and valued, upon the diifolution, 
at 2941.-per annum. 

T h e order of the brethren of the Temple of Solomon at Jerufalem, commonly 
•called Templars, or Knights of the Temple, having feveral manors and eftates 
in molt counties of England, did, about the beginning of the reign of king 
Stephen, fettle in a houfe near Holborn Bars, called the Old Temple, which then 
became the chief houfe of their order in this kingdom. In that building they 
continued till the year 1185, when a more commodious habitation was eredted 
for them in the place now called the T e m p l e ; and 'here they flourifhed under the 
government of a mafter, who was head of all the preceptories and houfes of the 
order in England, till they were fuppreifed all over Europe, about the year 1312 ; 
upon which the Temple, with the greateft part of their other eftates, was granted 
to the Knights Hofpitalers of St. John of Jerufalem, who leafed it to the ftudents 
of the common law, in whofe poifeifion it ftill continues. 

On the north fide of Cheapfide, in the city of London, Thomas Fitz-Theo-
bald, and Agnes, his wife, fifter to Thomas Becket, archbiihop of Canterbury, 
about the end of the reign of king Henry the Second, founded an hofpital, de-
dicated to the Virgin Mary, and to the fame archbiihop Becket, who was canonized 
as a faint and a martyr. It was built upon the fite of houfes formerly belonging 
to Gilbert Becket, father of the archbiihop ; and here the archbiihop was born. 
This hofpital, part of which is now Mercer's Chapel, was called the Hofpital of 
St. Thomas of Aeon, or Acres ; and confifted of a mafter and feveral brethren, of 
the order of St. Auftin, but of a particular f e d of that order, which, about this 
time, was inftituted in the Holy Land, and denominated Militia* llofptalis S. 
Thoma Martyris Cantuarienjis de Aeon, being a branch of the Templars. T h e re-
venues of this hofpital, upon the diifolution, were valued at 2771. 13 s. 4 d. per 
annum. 

Henry de Northampton, canon of St. Paul's cathedral, founded an hofpital, 
within the precindts of that church, before the year 1190. 

In Spitalfields, "Walter Brune, and Rofeia, his wife, about the year 1197, 
founded an hoipital of the order of St. Auftin. It was dedicated to the Virgin 
Mary, and valued, upon the general diifolution, at 478 1. 6 s. 6d. per annum. 

On London Bridge there was anciently a chapel, founded by a mafon, dedi-
cated to St. Thomas the Martyr, and endowed for two priefts and four clerks. 

In a court called St. Heilen's, on the eaft fide of Biihopfgate-ftreet, there was 
a priory of Benedidine monks, founded by William Fitz-William, a goldfm'ith, 
about the year 1210, and dedicated to the Holy Crofs and St. Hellen.° T h e re-
venues of this priory, before the diifolution, were valued at 3141. 2 s. 6 d. per 
Annum. 

. T h e Black Friars coming into England, about the year 1221, obtained an ha-
bitation near Holborn, on the weft fide of Chancery Lane, in or near the place 

4 where 
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where Lincoln's-Irin now ftands. Here they lived about fifty-five years, and then 
obtained fome ground in Caftle Baynard ward, in the city, now called Black Fri-
ars, where, by the help of king Edward the Firft and his queen, Robert Kil-
wardby, archbifhop of Canterbury, and other benefadto.rs, they built a handfome 
church and convent, and at the fuppreflion had yearly revenues to the amount of 
104I. 15 s. 4 d . 

_ T h e Grey Friars coming to England in 1224, John Travel's, one of the fhe-
riffs of London, built a houfe for them in Cornhill, which proving too fmall, 
John Ewin, mercer, gave them fome ground, which is now the lite of Chrift's 
Hofpital, near Newgate, and here they erefted a priory, in which they continued 
till the diffolution. 

On the north fide of Threadneedle-ftreet, in 1231, there was a fynagogue of 
the Jews, which king Henry the Third gave to the brethren of St. Antony of 
Vienna, in France, who converted it into an hofpital, confuting of a mailer, two 
priefls, a fchoolmafter, and twelve poor brethren, befides proftors and other offi-
cers and fervants. T h e revenues of this hofpital were valued, upon the fuppref-
fion, at 551. 6 s. 8 d. a-year. 

In Chancery Lane, in Farringdon Ward without, king Henry the Third 
founded an hofpital about the year 1231, for the inftrudtion and maintenance of all 
fuch Jews as fhould be converted to the Chriftian faith. This houfe was under 
the government of a mailer, and two or three chaplains, and had a church, dedi-
cated to the Virgin Mary, which is now the chapel of the Rolls. 

In a place ilill called White-Friars, on the fouth fide of Fleet-flreet, between 
the Temple and Salifbury Court, the Carmelite or White Friars had an houfe 
and a church, built about the year 1241, by Sir Richard Gray, knight, and en-
dowed upon the diffolution with yearly revenues valued at 63 1. u s . 4 d. 

Simon Fitz-Mary, alderman, and fheriff of London, in the year 1247, upon 
the fite of Bethlehem Hofpital, founded a priory or hofpital, for a prior, canons, 
brethren and fillers, of the order of Bethlehem, or the Star, in which the biihop 
of Bethlehem, in Judea, was to be entertained, whenever he came into England; 
and to the vifitation and corre&ion of the biihop of Bethlehem, all the members 
of this houfe were fubjedled. 

On the north fide of Broad-flreet, near Bethlehem Hofpital, in a place ilill 
called Auflin Friars, Humphrey Bo'hun, earl of Hereford and Eifex, in 1253, 
founded a priory for Friars Heremites of the order of St. Auguiline, which, upon 
the diffolution, had yearly revenues valued at 571. o s. 4 cl 

The Friars of the Sack, fo called from fackcloth, the habit of the order, came 
to London in the year 1257, and fettled firft on the 011 tilde of Alderfgate ; but 
king Henry the Third, in the year 1272, the fifty-fixth year of his reign, gave 
them a Jewifh fynagogue, 011 the fouth fide of Lothbury, not far from the priory 
of the Auftin Friars, where they continued till their order was diffolved in the 
council of Lyons, in 1307. 

V O L . II. L lis 
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in the time of Edward the Firft>, an hofpital of the French order, was founded 
in Whitecrofs-ftreet, not far from Bethlehem Hofpital, and dedicated to St. Giles ; 
"but it was diifolved. by king Henry the Fifth, and given,, with its poffeffions, to 
a friary of St. Giles. 

In the time of Edward the Firft there was an hermitage or chapel, dedicated 
to St. JameSj and called St. James's Chapel on the Wal l , from its fituation near 
London W^all, at the north corner of Monkfwell ftreet, which ftreet took its name 
from a well in it, belonging to die monks of this chapeL 

T h e chapel of St. James was in poifeifion of the abbat and convent of Gerondon» 
in Leiceiterfnire, who kept two Ciftertian monks of their houfe in it. 

Blanch, queen of Navarre, wife to Edmund,, earl of Lancafter,. having encour-
aaed fome poor ladies of the order of St. Clare or Minoriifes,. to come to E n g -
land, her hufband, Edmund, in 12.93, built an abbey for them on the eaft fide 
of the ftreet now called the Minories, without the city walls. It was dedicated 
to the Virgin Mary and St. Thomas,, and had annual revenues, which upon the 
fuppreifion were rated at 3.111. 15s . i d . 

A houfe of Friars of the H o l y Crofs, was founded in the pariih of St. Olave,, 
Hart-ftreet, near Tower-Hil l , in a place ftill called Crutched Friars, about the 
year 1298, by Ralph Hofier and William Saberns, and was endowed at the diifo-
lution with 52 1. 13 s. 4 d. per annum. 

On the fite of the college now called. Sion College, Will iam Elfing, citizen and 
mercer, in 1329, founded a college for a warden, four fecular priefts, and two 
clerks, together with an- hofpital, for the lodging of one hundred old, blind, and 
poor perfons of both fexes blind, paralytic, and difabled priefts to be preferred 
but in 1340, he changed the feculars of this college into five regular canons of 
the order of St. Auftin. This houfe was dedicated to St. Mary, and endowed 
upon the fuppreifion with 193 1. 15 s. $ per annum. 

Sir John Poultney, who had been feveral times lord^ mayor of London, in the 
year 1332, founded in Cannon-ftreet, a college confifting of a mafter or warden, 
thirteen priefts, and four chorifters, dedicated to Jefiis and Corpus Chrifth 
T h e income of this college was rated, upon the fuppreifion, at 79 1. 17 s. 11 d. 
•per annum.. 

It is laid that there were three hofpitals, one near St. Andrew's church in H o i -
born, another in a ftreet on the outfide of Alderfgate, and a third near Cripple-
jrate, all alien priories, and cells to the houfe of Cluny in France, but fuppref-
fed by king Henry the Fif th, among the other alien priories. 

In the church-yard of Trinity church, on the eaft fide of the Tower of L o n -
don, king Edward the Third, in the year 1349, founded a Ciftertian abbey, 
which was made a royal free chapel, and was poifeifed, upon the diilolution, o f 
yearly revenues valued at 546 1. o s. 10 d. 

JSFear 
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Near the church of St. Martin Vintry, in Vintry ward, there were thirteen 
alms-houfes, eredted in 1357, by Sir John Stodie, lord mayor of London. 

In a royal free chapel, dedicated to St. Peter, within the Tower of London, 
king Edward the Third eredted a college, in which he fettled four chaplains, un-
der the government of a redtor. 

On the fite where the Charterhoufe hofpital and ichool now ftand, Sir Walter 
de Manny, a knight of the garter, in 1361 founded a priory for twenty-four 
Carthufian monks, who were poifefled of revenues valued upon the fuppreiTion, 
at 642 1. o s. 4 d. per annum* This priory was called the Salutation of the Mo-
ther of God. 

In a chapel dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen and Al l Saints, near Guildhall, 
Adam Francis and Henry Frowick, in 1368, founded a college, confifting of a 
warden, feven priefts, three clerks, and four chorifters, with revenues valued on 
the fuppreiTion at only 121. 18 s. 9 d. per annum. 

In 1380, William Walworth, lord mayor of London, who (lew the rebel Wat 
Tyler, founded a college in the church of St. Michael, Crooked Lane, for a 
mafter and nine priefts. 

Twelve minor canons, belonging to the "Cathedral church of St. Paul, were incor-
porated in the eighteenth year of king Richard the Second, and made a body po-
litic, with a warden and common feal. 

Mr. Roger Holme, chancellor of the cathedral of St. Paul, before the year 
Z395, founded a college, confiding of feven priefts, in a certain chapel, fituated 
near the north door of this cathedral, and dedicated it to the Holy Ghoft. 

A building called Lancafter College, in the pariih of St. Gregory, near the ca-
thedral of St. Paul, was granted the fecond year of Edward the Sixth, to Wil-
liam Gunter; and is fuppofed to be the lodgings and common hall of the Chantry 
priefts, eftablifhed by king Henry the Fourth, and by the executors of John of 
Gaunt, duke of Lancafter, in a chapel on the north fide of the choir of St. 
Paul's. 

On the eaft fide of the quadrangle of Leadenhall, in the city of London, Wi l -
liam Roufe, John Rifby, and Thomas Afhby, priefts, in 1466, founded a f'ra- ... 
ternity of fixty priefts, befides other brethren and filters. 

In the church of St. Michael Royal, in Vintry ward, Sir Richard Whitingdon, 
feveral times lord mayor of London, before the year 142.4, founded a college, de-
dicated to the Holy Ghoft and the Virgin Mary, for a mafter and four fellows,! 
befides clerks and chorifters ; and alio on the eaft fide of the college, he founded 
an hofpital for thirteen poor people, the chief of whom was called tutor. T h e 
revenues of this college were valued, upon die fuppreiTion, at no more than 
201. i s . 8 d. per annum. 

L 2, Near 
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Near Grocers Hall, in a ftreet called the Poultry, about the year 1429, feven-
alms-houfes were built for the relief of fo many poor aged brethren of the Gro;-
cers company. 

In 1430, William-Oliver, William Barneby, and John Stafford, Chantry priefts. 
in London, founded an hofpital near the church of St.. Auguftine in the Wall, 
for poor impotent priefts and brethren of the Papey. It belonged to the frater-
nity of St. Charity and St. John the Evangelift. 

King Richard the Third, having rebuilt the chapel of our Lady,, within the 
church of All-hallows, Barking, near the Tower of London, founded a college in 
it, conlifting of fecular priefts. 

There was a college of priefts, called Jefus Commons, in Dowgate ward, near 
Skinners Hall. 

Adjoining to the eaft fide of Crutched Friars church, near the. Tower of Lon*. 
don, fourteen alms-houfes were founded in 1521, by Sir John Milborn lord 
mayor, of London,. 

The collegiate church of St. Peter Weftminfter, is faid to have been firft built 
about the year 610, by Sebert, king of the Eaft Saxons, on the ruins of a Ro-
man temple, dedicated to Apollo ; but being deftroyed in the Daniih wars, it was 
rebuilt by king Edgar in 958, when twelve monks were placed in. it, who were 
but meanly, provided for, till king Edward the Confeifor, in 1049, beo-an to re-
build: the church and abbey, which he finiihed and endowed before the year i c 6 6 
from which time it continued in the hands of monks of the order of St. Benedict 
till the general diifolution, when its poifefiions were valued at 303 21. 17 s. nr. 
annum, . / • 

_ King Henry the Eighth, in the thirty-fecond year of his reign, erected here a 
biihop's fee, and converted the abbey -church into a cathedral^ with a dean and-
twelve prebendaries. The biihopric was however fuppreifed in the year i/rr0 

but the chapter continued. ~ 

in 1556, king Philip and queen Mary reftored the abbat and monks; but in. 
1560, the abbey was a fecond time fuppreifed, and the church made collegiate as 
it ftill remains, with a dean and twelve fecular prebendaries, together with petty 
canons and other members of the choir, to the number of thirty, hefides two> 
ichoolmafters, forty king's fcholars,. twelve alms-men, and many officers and fer-
vants. 

On the fite of St. James's palace, fome citizens of London, before the Con 
queft, founded an hofpital for the reception and maintenance of fourteen leprous 
women, to whom were afterwards added eight brethren, to perform divine fer 
vice. This houfe was dedicated to St. James, and rebuilt in the time of kin« 
Henry the Third : it was under the government of a mafter, till kino- Henrv th? 
Sixth granted the perpetual cuftody of it to Eton College. A t the diifolution if 
was valued at 1001. per annum. y 

William-
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William Marefchal, earl of Pembroke, in the time of king Henry the Third, 
founded an hofpital or chapel near Northumberland-houfe in the Strand. This 
hofpital was dedicated to St. Mary, and was a cell to the priory of Rouncival, in 
the diocefe of Pampelon in Navarre. It is faid to have been fuppreiTed among the 
alien priories in the time of Henry the Fifth, and to have been reftored the fifteenth 
year of Edward the Fourth. 

T h e friars of the order of St. Maiy de Areno had a houfe in the Strand, 
which was built for them by William de Arnaud, in the fifty-firfl year of Henry 
the Third; and here they continued after the fuppreffion of the minor mendicant 
orders, in 1307, till the death of H u g h de Ebor, the laft friar of this order, in the 
i c th year of Edward the Second. 

It has been already obferved, that the Houfe of Commons, in the city of Wef l -
minfler, was originally a chapel, built by king Stephen, and dedicated to the faint 
of that name. It was made collegiate by king Edward the Third, for a dean, 
twelve fecular canons, thirteen vicars, four clerks, fix choriflers, and other officers 
and fervants, who were endowed with revenues, valued, upon the fuppreffion,, at 
1085.I. 1 os. 5 d . per annum. 

\ 

Within the Almery of the abbey, over againfl the old chapel of St. Anne, the 
lady Margaret, mother to king Henry the Seventh, ere&ed an alms-houfe for poor 
women, which is now converted into lodgings for the finging men of the college. 

About the year 1505, king Henry the Seventh founded an hofpital in the Savoy, 
for a mailer, four chaplains, and one hundred poor people. It was dedicated to 
Jefus, the Virgin Mary, and St. John the Baptifb, and valued, upon the fuppref-
fion, at 5291. 5 s. 7 d . per annum.. 

_ Some writers mention an houfe for lunatics in the parifh of St. Martin's in the 
Fields, near the old. village of Charing. 

A t Bermondfey, near the borough of Southwark, Aylwin Child, a citizen of 
London, about the year 108.2, founded a church, dedicated to Jefus Chriil, toge-
ther with a convent- of monks of the Cluniac order, who were procured from the 
priory de Caritate in France. This convent was made denizen in 1380, ere&ed 
into an abbey in 1399, and endowed, before the diffolution, with a yearly income 
of 47.41. 14 s. 4-d. 

T h e church of St. Saviour, in the. borough of Southwark,. was founded long 
before the Conquefl, as a houfe of fillers, by a maiden lady named Mary, who 
endowed the priory with the profits of a ferry crofs the Thames; but the priory 
was afterwards converted, by a noble lady named Swithen, into a college of 
priefls, who inflead of the ferry, ereded a timber bridge; a flone bridge was 
afterwards built at the fame place, and is now called London bridge. In°no6, . 
this priory was again founded for canons regular, by William Pont de le Arch, and, 
William Dauncy, knights, and was valued,, upon the fuppreffion, at 6241. 6s.. 
© d. per annum,. 

At 
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A t Bermondfey there was an hofpital dedicated to our Saviour, not long after 

the death of archbifhop Thomas Becket, for Agnes his filler, and Theobald his 
nephew, were benefactors to it. 

. I n 1 V 3 ' P r i o r Bermondfey, built an alms-houfe or hofpital, adi'oin-
ing to the wall of his monailery, dedicated to St. Thomas of Canterbury for con-
verts and poor boys. J 

Near the borough of Southwark, there was, in the time of Edward the Second 
an hofpital for leprous perfons, dedicated to St. Leonard. * 

A t Stratford le Bow, or Bromley, near London, in the county of Middlefex a 
Benedidme nunnery, dedicated to St. Leonard, was founded by William biihop 
of London, m the reign of William the Conqueror. A t the general diifolution 
here were a priorefs and nine nuns, whofe yearly revenues were 108 1. i s . 11 d. ' 

A t Riilip, near Uxbridge, in this county, Ernulph de Heding, in the time o f 
William the Conqueror, or William Rufus, founded a priory fubordinate to the 
abbey of Bee in Normandy, but afterwards fubjed to the convent of Okeburn in 
Wiltihire. 

A t Kilborn, a village northweil of London, Herebert, abbat, and Oibert de 
Clara prior of Weitminiler, about the end of the reign of king Henry the Firil 
founded a nunnery, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and St. John the Baptiil It 
was of the Benedidine order, and fubordinate to the abbey at Weitminiler ' and 
had revenues valued, upon the fuppreffion, at 741. 7 s. 11 d. per annum. ' 

T h e lady Joan, relict of Sir Robert Gray, knight, gave the manor of Hampton 
to the Hofpitalers ; and here feems to have been a houfe for fome fillers of that or-
der before the year 1180. 

A t Hounilow, a village fouthweft of Brentford, there was a priory before the 
year 1274, con filling of a mailer, chaplains, and brethren, or a prior and convent 
of friars, of the order of the Holy Trinity, for the redemption of captives This 
priory was endowed, at the diifolution, with 741. 8 s. 1 d. per annum. 

A t S i o n , near Brentford, king Henry the Fifth, in the year 1414, founded a 
monailery of the order of St. Augufline, which confiited of fixty nuns or fitters 
one of whom was the lady abbefs, thirteen prieils, one of whom prefided over the 
men by the name of Confeifor, four deacons, and eight lay brethren It was de 
dicated to Jefus Chrift, the Virgin Mary, and St. Bridget, and was endowed up-
;on the fuppreffion, with yearly revenues valued at 1731 1. 8 s. ¿ d . ' 

In a chapel at the weft end of Sion abbey, John Som.erfet, chancellor of the ex-
.chequer, and king's chaplain, in the 25th year of Henry the Sixth, founded a 
-friary, hofpital, or fraternity of the nine orders of Angels, confiftino- 0 f a mailer 
and feveral brethren, who, at the diifolution, had 401. per annum. ° 

JJpon the top of a hill at IJighgate, a village about four miles north of Lon-

don, 
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4§on, there was an hermitage; and one William Pool, yeoman of the crown, 
founded an hofpital below the hill, in the reign of king Edward the Fourth. 

A t Knightibridge, near London, there was an ancient hofpital. 

M E M B E R S of P A R L I A M E N T for this C O U N T Y . 

This county fends eight members to parliament, two knights of the ihire for 
the county, four reprefentatives for the city of London, and two for the city of 
Weftminfter. T h e borough of Southwark fends alfo two members to parliament, 
but thefe are generally reckoned among the reprefentatives for the county of Surry.. 

•P. J5 

M O N M O U T H -
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M O N M O U T H S H I R E . 

N A M E . 

MO N M O U T H S H I R E takes its name from Monmouth, the county 
town. 

B O U N D A R I E S , E X T E N T and S I T U A T I O N . 

This county is bounded by Herefordihire on the north, by Glocefterftiire on 
die eaft, by the river Severn on the fouth, and by the two counties of Brecknock 
and Glamorgan, in Wales, on the weft. Its length from north to louth is twenty -
nine miles its breadth from eaft to weft, twenty miles ; and its circumference 
eighty-four miles: U i k , which is nearer the middle of it than any other market 
town, is diftant 130 miles nearly weft from London. 

R I V E R S . 

This county is abundantly watered with fine rivers, the principal of which are 
the Severn, the W y e , the Mynow, the Rumney, and the U i k , T h e Severn and 

V O L . II. M the 
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the W y e have been already defcribed in the account of the ihires of Glocefter 
and Hereford. T h e Mynow, M y n w y , or Monow, rifes in Brecknockihire, and 
running fouth-eaft, and dividing this from the county of Hereford, falls into the 
river W y e at the town of Monmouth. T h e Rumney rifes alfo in Brecknock-
ihire, and running fouth-eaft, and dividing this county from Glamorganihire, 
falls into the Severn. T h e U i k rifes likewife in Brecknockihire, and running alio 
fouth-eaft, and dividing Monmouthihire into two almoft equal parts, falls into-
the Severn near Newport, a confiderable market town of this county. 

A I R , S O I L , N A T U R A L P R O D U C T I O N S , and: 
M A N U F A C T U R E S . 

T h e air of Monmouthfhire is temperate and healthy, and the foil fruitful the 
e after n parts are woody, and the weftern parts mountainous ; the hills feed cattle,., 
iheep, and goats 5 and the vallies produce plenty of hay and corn : the rivers, 
abound with falmon trout and other fiih r' here is great plenty of coals ^ and the 
principal manufacture is flannel. 

C I V I L and E C C L E S I A S T I C A L D I V I S I O N S . 

This county is divided into fix hundreds, and contains feven market towns,, 
havino- no city. It lies in the diocefe of Landaff,, and province of Canterbury,, 
and has 127 pariihes. 

M A R K E T T O W N S. 

T h e market towns are Abergavenny, Caerleon,. Chepftow, Monmouth, N e w -

port, Pontipole, and Uik . 

A B E R G A V E N N Y , , in the ancient Britiih language,, fignifies the mouth of the Ga~ 
Venny a fmall river, which at'this town falls into the Uik.. It is 1.4,2 miles diftant 
f r o m London, and is governed by a bailiff, a recorder, and twenty-feven bur-
o-efies It is a laro-e, populous, and flouriihing town it is ftill furrounded by a: 
wall and it had once a caftle. It has a fine bridge over the U i k , confifting o f 
fifteen arches : it is a great thoroughfare from the weft parts of Wales, to Rriftol,, 
Bath Glocefter, and other places, and is therefore well furnifhed with accom-
modation for travellers, and carries on a confiderable trade in flannels, which are-
brought hither from the manufadories in other parts of the county to fell. 

C A E R L E O N , which in the ancient Britiih language fignifies the town of the Legion, 
derived its name from its having been the ftation of the Legio Secunda Britannica, 
in the time of the Romans. It is 141 miles diftant from London, and had for-
merly three churches. In the time of the Britons it was a fort of univerfity, and 
an archbiihop's fee y and king Arthur is faid to have held his court here. In the 
time of the Romans it was elegantly built, and furrounded by a brick wall, about 
three miles in compafs. It is fituated upon the river U i k , over which it has a. 
wooden bridge, and is now a fmall inconfiderable town. 

CHEP-



M O N M O U T H S H I R E , 
C H E P S T 6 W is a name of Saxon original, and fignifies a place of trade and com-

merce This town Hands at the diftance of 131 miles from London, near the 
mouth of the Wye. It was formerly a place of great eminence, and much fre-
quented It had once a caftle, and is thought to have rifen from the ruins of an 
ancient Roman city, at the diftance of four miles from it, called Venta Silurum. 
It is itill a large, well built, populous town, walled round, and ftands upon a 
hill, dole to the river, with feveral fields and orchards within the walls. 

It has a fine timber bridge over the Wye, no lefs than feventy feet high from 
the furface of the water, when the tide is out. A s this bridge is reckoned to 
ftand partly in Glocefterihire it is kept in repair at the expence of both coun-
ties. This town is the port for all towns that ftand upon the rivers W y e and 
L u g 5 ihips of good burden may come up to it, and the tide runs in with ereat 
rapidity, nfing commonly fix fathom, or fix and a half, at the bridge. 

M O N M O U T H took its name from its fituation at the mouth of the river Monow 
it is 127 miles from London, was incorporated by king Charles the Firft, and is 
governed by two bailiffs, fifteen common council men, and a town clerk It 
ftands between the rivers Monow and Wye, over each of which it has a bridge 
and a third bridge over a fmall river called the Trothy, which falls into die W y e ! 
almoft dole to the mouth of the Monow. This is a large handfome town, and has 
been considerable ever fince the Conqueft : it had a caftle, which was a ftately 
edifice but is now in rums. The church is a handfome building, the eaft end 
of which is much admired. The chief trade of this town is with Briftoi, by the 
W y e that runs into the Severn. ' y 

N E W P O R T had this name in refped to the old port, Caerleon, out of the ruins 
of which it arofe : it ftands upon the Uik, between the mouth of that river and 
Caerleon. It is a pretty confiderable town, with a good haven, and a fine ftone 
bridge over the Uik, and is 151 miles diftant from London. 

P O N T I P O L E or P O N T Y - P O O L , ftands at the diftance of 136 miles from Lon-
don, and is a fmall town, remarkable only for fome iron mills. 

• USK ftands upon the river of the fame name, and betwixt it and another fmall 

ofnotice. 1 C e 1 3 0 m i l C S f r ° m L ° n d 0 n ' b u t C O n t a i n s nothing worthy 

North of Uik is Ragland Caftle, a feat belonging to the duke of Beaufort. 

q u S r s s f 1 ^ b y m a n y - 1 * * * * * 

C U R I O S I T I E S. 

In 1607, a fenny trad of country called the Moor, near the mouth of the river 
Uik, was, by a ipring tide, overflowed by the Severn, which fwept awaymany  An 

koufes, and deftroyed a great number of the inhabitants, and much cattle. > tlC°-
M 2 M 
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G o l d Cliff . 

g 4 M O N M O U T H S H I R E . 

An extraordi- A t Pontipole, in the year 1697, there fell a ihower of hail, which did much 
nary ihower m i f c hief , feveral of the hail-ftones meaiuring eight inches in circumference. 

A n eminence near the mouth of the Severn, and a little eaftward of the mouth 
of the U f k , is remarkable for glittering ftones, which, when the fun ihines, have 
the appearance of gold, whence this place has obtained the name of Gold Cliff. 

Remarkable T h e moft remarkable perfons who were natives of this county, are Geoffrey of 
perfonsofthis Monmouth, a celebrated Britiih hiilorian, and king Henry the Fifth, who was 
county. furnamed Monmouth from the place of his birth. 

A N T I Q U I T I E S . 

Ancient inha- This county was, in the time of the Romans, part of the territory inhabited by 
fcitants. the Silures, of whom mention has been made in the account of Herefordfhire, 

which alio was a part of that diftrid. Monmouthihire was by the ancient Bri-
tons called Gwent, as is thought, from an ancient city of the fame name, which 
probably was the Venia-, or Vent a Silurum of the Romans. 

T h e inhabitants were cruelly haraffed after the Romans came into England, 
by the lords of the marches, to whom the kings of England granted all the lands 
they could conquer from this people. 

This county was originally confidered as part of Wales, and continued to be 
fo, till near the end of the reign of king Charles the Second, when it was reck-
oned an Engliih county, becaufe the judges then began to keep the aifizes here 
in the Oxford circuit. 

Roman anti- A t the diftance of four miles from Chepftow, are the remains of the Roman 
quities, town called by Antoninus Vent a Silurum and at this day, by the Welch, Caer Went? 

or the City Venta. T h e ruins of this city are ftill about a mile in compafs; and 
here, in the year 1689, three beautiful Roman pavements were dilcovered, toge-
ther with feveral coins, bricks, and other Roman antiquities. 

T h e town of Abergavenny appears to have been the Gobannium of Antoni-
nus and the town of U f k , which he places at the diftance of twelve miles from: 
Gobannium, is his Burrium. > 

Caerleon is the town he calls Ifca, and places at the diftance of twelve miles 
from Burrium. Geoffrey of Monmouth relates, that in his time, there were many 
remains of the ancient fplendor of this city, fuch as ftately palaces, very high 
towers, ruins of temples, theatres, hot baths, aqueducts, vaults and fudatories.: 

In 1602 here were found a chequered pavement, and a ftatue in a Roman ha-
bit, with a quiver of arrows, but the head, hands, and feet, were broken off : 
from an infeription on a ftone found near it,, the ftatue appears to have been that 
of Diana. A t the fame time the fragments of two ftone altars, with infcriptionsa. 
were dug up, one of which appears to have been erettcd by Haterianus, lieu-

tenant? 
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tenant general of Auguilus, and propraetor of the province of Cilicia. Here alfo 
was found a votive altar, from the infcription of which the name of the em-
peror Geta feems to have been erafed. 

A t St. Julian, near Caerleon, in 1654, a Roman altar of free-ilone was found, 
infcribed to Jupiter Dolichenus and Juno, by iEmilianus Calpurnius Rufi-
lianus. 

Towards the end of the lail century, was found in the church of a village cal-
led Tredonock, about three miles from Caerleon, a fair and entire monument of 
a Roman foldier of the fecond legion, called Julius Julianus, eredled by the care 
of his wife. 

Near this place were found fome other monumental infcriptions; and Roman 
bricks are frequently dug up, with this infcription ; L E G . II. A U G . which is 
not cut in, but embofied. 

In 1692, a chequered pavement was difcovered near Caerleon, about fourteen 
feet long. It was compofed of cubical itones, of various colours, and formed 
into feveral ihapes of men, beafts, birds, and cups. 

Between Caerleon and a frnall village in its neighbourhood, called Chriil-
Church, a free-ilone coffin was difcovered lail century, in which was inclofed an 
iron frame, wrapped up in a iheet of lead ; and within the frame was a ikeleton, 
fuppofed to be that of fome perfon of very great diilin&ion, from a gilt alabailer 
ilatue that was found near it, reprefenting a man in armour: in one&hand of the 
ilatue was a fhort fword, in the other a pair of fcales ; in the right hand fcale 
was the bull of a woman, which was outweighed by a globe in the other fcale. 

Here have been found likewife feveral ancient earthen veifels, on one of which 
was reprefented, in curious figures, the ilory called the Roman Charity, a lady 
nourifhing her father, who had been condemned to be ilarved to death, with the 
milk of her breaits, through the grate of the prifon in which he was confined. 

E C C L E S I A S T I C A L A N T I Q ^ U I T I E S. 

It is related by feveral writers, that long before the Saxons came into this 
country, there were three magnificent churches at Caerleon, built by the ancient 
Britons, one of which, dedicated to the Martyr Julius, had a convent of religious 
virgins; another, dedicated to his companion, St. Aaron, had a choir of canons, 
and the third had monks, and was the metropolitan church of all Wales. 

It is more certain, that after the Conqueil, here was an abbat and monks o f 
the Ciilertian order, whom king John, whilfb earl of Morton, privileged to be 
free of paying toll at BriftoL 

Hameiin Balon, or Baladun, one of thofe who came over with the Conqueror 
about the end of that prince's reign, founded a priory at Abergavenny, dedicated 
to the^Virgin Mary. One of his poilerity, William de Breofa, in the time of 
king John, gave the tithes of the caille and other privileges, on condition that? 

5 the-
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the abbat of St. Vincent, at Mans in France, fhould fend over hither a convent 
of Benedictine monks. It feems therefore to have been for fome time an alien 
priory to that foreign houfe, but was not diifolved till the general fuppreflion, 
when here were a prior and four monks, who had revenues worth 129 1. 15 s. 8 d. 
per annum. 

A t Llandony, among thofe hills in the north-Weft corner of this county, called 
Hatterel Hills, not long after the year 1108, was fettled a priory of canons regular, of 
the order of St. Auft in, dedicated to St. John Baptift, and founded by H u g h L a c y . 
A t firft here were about forty religious, but the greateft part of them removed 
firft to the bifhop's palace in Hereford, and afterwards, in 1136, to a place near 
Glocefter, which, from the mother monaftery, was alfo called Llandony. T h e 
revenues of the firft Llandony, were upon the fuppreflion valued at 87 1. 9 s. 
per annum. 

In the year 1 1 1 3 , Robert de Chandos founded and endowed a church at Gold 
Cliff , dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen, and gave it to the abbey of Bee, in Normandy. 
A f t e r the fuppreflion of alien priories, this was annexed to the abbey of T e w k f -
bury in Glocefterfhire, and afterwards to Eaton college j and at the general fup-
preflion it was valued at 144 1. 18 s. i d . per annum. 

Wihenoc de Monmouth, in the time of Henry the Firft, brought over a con-
vent ^ of Black monks from St. Florence, near Salmur in Anjou, and placed them 
firft in the church of St. Cadoc, in the town of Monmouth, and afterwards in the 
•church of St. Mary. This alien priory was made denifon, and continued till the 
general fuppreflion, when it was valued at 56 1. i s . 11 d. per annum. 

A b o u t the year 1240, John of Monmouth, knight, founded here the hofpital 
o f the Holy Trinity and that of St. John. 

A t Tintern, on the bank of a ftream that falls into the W y e , between Mon-
mouth and Chepftow, Walter de Clare, in the year 1 1 3 1 , founded an abbey for 
Ciftertian monks, dedicated to St. Mary. Here were thirteen religious about the 
time of the diflolution, whofe revenues were rated at 192 1. i s . 4d. per annum. 

A t Malpas, near Caerleon, there was a cell of two Cluniac monks, belonp-ino-
to the priory of Montacute, in Somerfetihire, which was valued upon the chiTo" 
lution at 141. 9 s. 11 d. per annum. 

A t Strogle, five miles weft of Chepftow, there was an alien priory of Benedic-
tine monks, belonging to the abbey of Cormeil, in Normandy, as early as the 
reign of king Stephen. It was dedicated to St. Mary, and at the time of the dif-
folution had three religious, and a revenue of 32 1. per annum. 

At Llannoyth, north-weft of Monmouth, there is a church, which, together 
(with the manor of the place, was given before the year 1183, to the abbey of Lira , 
in Normandy, which placed here a cell of Black monks. 

A t Gracedieu on the Trothy, fouth-weft of Monmouth, there was a fmall ab-
bey of the Ciftertian order, built in 1226, by John of Monmouth, knight, and 

6 dedi-
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dedicated to the Virgin Mary. Here were only two monks at the fuppreffion, 
who had 19 1.. 14 s. 4 d per annum. 

A t U f k , there was a priory of five Benediótine nuns, founded before the year 
1236,. who, at the fuppreffion, had 55 1. 4 s . 5 d. per annum. 

A t Llantarnam, near Caerleon, there* was an abbey of the Ciftertian order, in 
which were fix monks,, at the diffolution, with a revenue to the amount of 
71 1. 3 s. 2 d. per annum.. 

^ \ . 

M E M B E R S of P A R L I A M E N T for this C O U N T Y . 

This county fends but three members to parliament r two knights of the fhire 
for the. county,, and one reprefentative for Monmouth, the. county town.. 

-P. S3 

N O R F O L K . 
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N A M E . 

NO R F O L K , o r N O R T H F O L K , derived its name from its northern fitu-
ation in refpeft of Suffolk : it was intended to exprefs the northern people or 

northern branch of the Eaft Angles. . 

B O U N D A R I E S , E X T E N T , and S I T U A T I O N . 

T h i s county is bounded by the German ocean on the eaft and north, b v C a m -
bridgefhire on the weft, and by Suffolk on the fouth. It is above w miles in 
length from eaft to weft, 35 in breadth from north to fouth, and 140 in circum-
ference and Eaft Dereham, a confiderable market town, near the center of the 
county, is diftant 97 miles north-eaft from London. 

R I V E R S . 

T h e principal rivers of this county are the Greater and the Smaller Oufe the 
Tare, and the Waveney. T h e Greater Oufe rifes in Northamptonshire, and'run-

V O L . II. N • 
ning 
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nino-through the counties of Buckingham, Bedford, and Cambridge, and dividing: 
this&laft county from Norfolk, falls into a part of the German fea called the 
"Waihes, at L y n n Regis, a confiderable borough-town of this county. T h e 
Smaller'Oufe rifes in Suffolk; and feparating that county from Norfolk on the 
iouth-weft, difcharges itfelf into the Greater Oufe, near Downham, a market 
town of NorfoUk. T h e Yare rifes about the middle of this county, and running 
eaftward, paifes by the city of Norwich, and falls into the German fea at Yar-
mouth, a very confiderable borough and fea-port. T h e Waveney rifes in Suffolk, 
and runs north-eaft; and parting that county from Norfolk* falls into die Yare 
near Yarmouth. 

A I R and S O I L . 

T h e air of this county, near the fea-coaft, is aguiih, and otherwife unfalutary; but 
in the inland parts, it is both healthy and pleafant, though frequently piercing. T h e 
foil is more various than perhaps that of any other county, and comprehends all 
the forts that are to be found in the ifland arable, pafture, meadow, woodlands, 
light fandy ground, deep clays, heaths and fens : the worft of thefe, however, 
are far from being unprofitable, the fandy heaths feeding iheep and breeding rab-
bits, and even the fens affording rich pafture for cattle. 

N A T U R A L P R O D U C T I O N S and M A N U F A C T U R E S , 

T h e natural productions of this county are corn, cattle, wool, rabbits, honey, 
faffron, herrings, and other fea fiili, in great abundance; and in the river Yare is 
caught a delicious fifh, peculiar to itfelf, called the Ruffe. Jet and ambergreafe 
are fometimes found on the coafts of this county : and the principal manufactures 
are worfted, woollens, and filks, in which all the inland parts are employed ; the 
Norwich fluffs being a very confiderable article in our trade. 

C I V I L and E C C L E S I A S T I C A L D I V I S I O N S . 

T h i s county is divided into thirty-one hundreds, and contains one city, and 
thirty-two market towns. It lies in the province of Canterbury, and diocefe o f 
Norwich, and has 660 parifhes. 

C I T Y and M A R K E T T O W N S . 

T h e city is Norwich, and the market towns are Alefham, Atdeborough, Buc-
kenham-New, Burnham, Caftle-rifing, Cafton, Clay, Cromer, Dereham-Eaft, 
Diffe, Downham, Fakenham, Foulfham,. Harlefton, Harling-Eaft, Hick l ing , 
Hingham, Holt , Loddon, L y n n Regis, Methwold, Repeham, Sechy, Snet-
fham, Swaffham, Thetford, Waliham, Walfingham, Watton, Windham, W u r -
ited, and Yarmouth. 

N O R W I C H was by the Saxons called NojVSpic, which, according to different 
interpretations of the termination pic, fignifies a northern bay, a northern ftation or 
harbour, or a northern caftle or fort. It may be confidered as a bay of the river 
Yare, and its fituation is north, in relation to another veiy ancient caftle or fortified 

town,. 
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town, about three miles diftant, which is ftill called Caftor, and from the ruins of 
which Norwich is generally believed to have rifen. 

This city is 108 miles diftant from London. It was ipoiled and burnt by Sueno 
king of Denmark, but foon recovered itfelf; fo that in Edward the ConfeiTor's 
time it had 1320 burgeifes. It fufFered very much by the infurreótion of Ralph 
earl of the Eaft Angles, againil William the Conqueror, in whofe time it was be-
fieged, and reduced by famine but that damage was abundantly repaired, upon its 
being ereóted into a biihop's fee in 1096, as it continues to this day. In the reign 
o f king Stephen it was in a manner rebuilt, and made a corporation. King 
Henry the Fourth made this city a county of itfelf, and granted the inhabitants 
leave to chufe a mayor and two fherifis, inftead of bailiffs, by whom they had till 
then been governed, according to the charter of king Stephen. It is now governed 
by a mayor, recorder, fteward, twS iheriffs, 24 aldermen, and 60 common-coun-
cil men, with a town clerk, fword-bearer, and other inferior officers. T h e mayor 
is always nominated on May-day, by the freemen, who return two aldermen to 
their court, one of whom is elected, and fworn into his office with great pomp, 
on the Tuefday before Midfummer-eve. T h e mayor, during his mayoralty, the 
recorder, and the fteward for the time being, are each a juftice of the peace, and 
of the quorum, within the city and its liberties: and the mayor, after his mayor-
alty, is juftice of the peace during life. T h e iheriffs are alio annually elected, 
one by the aldermen, the other by the freemen, on the laft Tuefday in Auguf t , 
and fworn September 29th 5 and the common-council men are chofen in Mid-
Lent. 

Norwich ftands upon the fide of a hill, and is reckoned near two miles in length 
from north to fouth, one mile in breadth, and fix miles in compafs. Though it is 
a populous city, yet the houfes are but thinly fcattered ; and from the intermix-
ture of gardens and trees, it has been compared to a city in an orchard. T h e 
town, upon the whole, is irregular j but the buildings, both public and private, 
are very neat and beautiful. 

This city had a flint ftone wall, which was finifhed in 1309, and is now very 
much decayed ^ but has, however, twelve gates in i t ; it is three miles in com-
pafs, and had forty towers. 

Here formerly were fifty-eight parochial churches, and chapels; thefe are now 
reduced to thirty-fix churches, befides the cathedral. This is a large, venerable, 
ancient ítruóture, of excellent workmanfhip, founded in the year 1096, by b i ill op 
Herbert, who laid the firft ftone. T h e choir is fpacious, and the fteeple ftrong, 
and very high. T h e roof is adorned with hiftorical paifages of Scripture, expreifed 
in little images, well carved. T h e biihop's palace, with the prebends houfes 
round the clofe of this cathedral, make a very good appearance. T h e church of 
St. Peter of Mancroft has an admirable ring of eight bells, and is reckoned one of 
the fineft parifh churches in England. Some of the churches, however, are 
thatched ; and all of them are crufted with flint ftone, curiouily cut, in the manner 
that the churches in Italy are crufted with marble. There are two churches here 
for the Dutch and French Flemings, who have had particular privileges granted 
them, which are carefully preferved. 

N a This 
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This city has a ftately market-crofs of free ftone, and a beautiful town-houfe 
near the market-crofs; and on a hill near the cathedral, in the heart of the city, 
there is a caftle, lurrounded by a deep ditch, over which there is a ftrong bridge, 
with an arch of an extraordinary fize. This caftle is fuppofed to have been built in 
the time of the Saxons, and is now the common gaol for the county. On the 
hill near this caftle ftood the Ihire-houfe of the county, which having been burnt 
down by accident fome years ago, an a6t of parliament paffed in 1746-7, for 
holding the fummer affizes, and general quarter-feflions, in the city, till a new 
ihire-houfe could be built, and for raifing money to defray the charges of fucli 
a building. 

Here is an ancient palace, belonging to the duke of Norfolk, which was for-
merly reckoned one of the largeft houfes in England. 

Here is alfo a houfe of correction, or Bridewell, which is a beautiful ftru&ure, 
built of fquare flint ftones, fo nicely joined, that no mortar can be feen. A n d 
there is a grammar fchool, founded by king Edward the Sixth, the fcholars of 
which are to be nominated by the mayor for the time being, with the confent of 
the majority of the aldermen. 

There are twelve charity fchools in this city, where 210 boys, and 144 girlsr 
are taught, cloathed, and fupplied with books. Here are alfo four hofpitals, 
one of which, St. Helen's, founded originally for the entertainment of ftrangers, 
was, by king Henry the Eighth, appropriated for the poor of the city, and main-
tains eighty poor men and women, who are all cloathed in grey, and muft be fixty 
years of age before they can be admitted. Another of the hofpitals, called 
Doughty's, is for iixteen poor men, and eight women, cloathed in purple : of the 
other two hofpitals, one is for the teaching, maintenance, and apprenticing thirty 
boys, and another for making the fame provifion for thirty girls j each founded 
by a mayor of this city. 

There is now but one parochial church in the fuburbs of this city. T h e river 
Yare, which runs through the middle of it, is navigable to Norwich, without 
locks, though no lefs than thirty miles diftant from its mouth, 

Here are fix bridges over the river; and on the banks of it two houfes and gar-
dens were opened fome years ago, called Spring-gardens, for the entertainment of 
the public, in the manner of Yauxhall gardens near London.. 

T h e worfted manufacture,,, for which this city has been long famous* and in 
which even children earn their fubfiftence, was firft brought hither by the Fle-
mings, in the reign of king Edward the Third, and afterwards very much im-
proved by the Dutch, who fled from the duke of Alva's perfecution ; and being 
fettled here by queen Elizabeth, taught the inhabitants to make great variety of 
worfted ftuffs, as fays, baize, ferges and ihaloons, in which this town carries on a 
vafc trade, as well foreign as domeftic. Camblets, druggets, and crapes are woven 
here in great perfection, befides other curious ftuffs, of which it is faid this city 
vends to the value of 200,000 1. a-year. Four wardens of the worfted weavers are 
chofen yearly out of the city, and four out of the neighbourhood, who are fworn 
to take care that there be no frauds committed in the manufacture. 
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Here is alfo a body of woollen manufacturers, called the Ruffia company, who 
employ perfons in all the counties around to fpin yarn for them. 

There is likewife a itocking manufacture here, of which, it has been computed, 
this city vends to the value of 60,0001. a-year. 

_ T h e inhabitants of Norwich are generally fo employed in their manufactures 
within doors, that this city looks as if it was deferted, except on Sundays and 
holidays, when the frreets fwarm with people. 

T h e markets of this city are affirmed to be the greateft in England, being 
furniihed with corn, live cattle, and prodigious quantities of all forts ofpro^ 
vifions, with abundance of yarn, worited, leather, and whatever elfe a market 
can afford. 

By an aCt of parliament paiTed in the year 1726, certain duties are laid on goods 
brought into this city, for the repair of its bridges, walls, gates, city waftes, 
wharfs and roads. 

A L E S H A M is 119 miles from London, and is a populous, but poor town, inha-
bited chiefly by knitters of itockings. Here is a court kept for the duchy of Lan-
cafter, the manor having been granted by king Edward the Third, to John of 
Gaunt, duke of Lancaiter. 

. A T T L E B O R O U G H is 93 miles diilant from London, and was anciently not only a 
city, but the chief town of the county, and had a palace and a collegiate church. 
It is itill a confiderable town, and has a good market for fat bullocks^ iheep, and 
other cattle. 

B U C K E N H A M - N E W is thus called by way of diitinCtion from Old Buckenham, 
a village in its neighbourhood ; and they are fuppofed to have derived the name of 
Buckenham from the great number of bucks in the neighbouring woods. This, 
town is feventy-nine miles diftant from London. Here formerly was a fine ftrono-
caftle ; and the lords of this manor claim the privilege of being butlers at the con> 
nation of our kings. 

B U R N H A M - M A R K E T is thus called on account of its being a market-town, and 
to diitinguiih it from feven villages in its neighbourhood, all known by the name 
of Burnham, and diitinguiihed from each other by the name of the ancient lord of 
the manor. This town Hands in the northweft part of the county, on the fea-fide" 
at the diitance of ninety miles from London; it has a fine harbour, and, together 
with the other villages of the fame name, drives a great trade in corn to Hol-
land. 

C A S T L E - R I S I N G took its name from an old caftle near it, which, together with 
the town, is fituated on a high eminence. It is diftant 9.7 miles- from London 
is an ancient borough by prefcription, governed by a mayor and twelve aldermen ' 
and though now there are fcarce ten families in it, was formerly a confiderable" 
place, till its harbour was choaked up with fand. Here, however,, is an hofpital 
for twelve poor men, and an alms-houfe for twenty-four poor widows,, bothi 
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founded by the family of the Flowards. In the neighbourhood of this town there 
is a park, and a large chace, with the privileges of a foreft. 

C A S T ON, or C A W S T O N , is a fmall town, diilant 128 miles from London, only 
remarkable for a bridge over a little river called the Bure. 

C L A Y is 115 miles from London, and is a port with large falt-works, whence 
fait is not only vended all over the county, but fometimes exported in confiderable 
quantities to Holland and the Baltic. 

C R O M E R is diilant 127 miles from L o n d o n ; it has a harbour, and was formerly 
a much larger town than it is now, having had twopariih churches, one of which 
with many houfes, was fwallowed up by an inundation of the fea. It is, however' 
ftill a pretty large town, chiefly inhabited by fiihermen, efpecially for lobfters' 
which are caught here in great quantities, and carried to Norwich, and fometimes 
to London. 

D E R E H A M , M A R K E T - D E R E H A M , or D E R E H A M - E A S T , thus diftino-uiihed from 
a village named Dereham, near Downham, is 97 miles from Loncfon and is a 
fine large town, with feveral hamlets belonging to it. 

D I S S E is fituated on the river Waveney, in the moil foutherly part of this coun-
ty, at the diftance of 93 miles from London, and has a charity fchool, the only 
thing worthy of notice. 

D O W N H A M took its name from its hilly fltuation, and is commonly called 
Downham-Market, becaufe of its being a market town. It Hands upon the 
Great Oufe, at the diftance of 89 miles from London. It has a bridge thoueh 
but an indifferent one, over the Oufe, and a port for barges. & ' 

F A K E N H A M is diilant n o miles from London, and had anciently fait pits 
though fix miles from the fea. On a hill in the neighbourhood of this town are 
kept the iheriff's term, and a court for the whole county. 

F O U L S H A M , at the diftance of 102 miles from London, is a little obfcure town 
of no note. * 

' H A R L E S T O N is a little dirty town, fituated on the river Waveney, over which 
it has a bridge, at the diftance of 94 miles from London. 

H A R L I N G - E A S T is thus diftinguiihed in refped: of its fltuation to two villages 
lying weft of it, and called Weft-Harling and Middle-Harling. It is diilant 
c l o t ™ L o n d o n > and has a market, chiefly for linen yarn and linen 

H I C K L I N G is a fmall town, diilant 1 1 9 miles from London, and contains no-
thing worthy of notice. u 

H I N G H A M , at the diftance of 9 4 miles from London, had the misfortune 
about the beginning of this century, to be burnt down j but it was foon rebuilt' 
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HI a much handfomer manner, and the inhabitants were, not many years ago, 
reckoned a genteel fort of people, and fo fafhionable, that this town was called in 
the neighbourhood Little London. 

H O L T is a fmall obfcure town, N 6 miles diftant from London, in which there 
is nothing that deferves notice. 

L O D D O N is diftant from London 105 miles, and contains nothing that merits 
notice.. 

L Y N N R E G I S , or K I N G ' S L Y N N , is thus called by way of diftinftion from three 
villages in this county, called Weft-Lynn^ North-Lynn, and Old-Lynn. L y n n 
Regis, or King's Lynn, was formerly called Biihop's Lynn, becaufe it belonged 
to the biihop of Norwich; but having come by exchange into the hands of kino-
Henry the Eighth, it ailumed its prefent name. 

This town is 98 miles from London, and was a borough by prefcription 
before the time of king John, who, becaufe it adhered to him againft the ba-
rons, made it a free borough, with large privileges, appointed it a provoft, and 
gave it a filver cup of about eighty ounces, doubly gilt and enamelled, and four 
large filver maces, that are carried before the mayor: King Henry the Eighth's 
fword, which he gave to the town, when it fell into his hands, by exchange with 
t^e biihop of Norwich, is alio carried before the mayor. King Henry the Third 
made it a mayor town for its fervices to him againft the barons and, in the late 
civil war, it held out for king Charles the Firft, and fuftained a formal fiege 
againft upwards of 18,000 men, for above three weeks; but for want of relief 
was obliged to furrender, and pay ten ihillings a-head for every inhabitant, and a 
month's pay to the foidiers, to prevent it from being plundered. 

This town has had fifteen royal charters,, and is governed by a mayor, hio-h-
fteward, under-fteward, recorder, twelve aldermen, and eighteen common-coun-
cil men, with other inferior officers: and every firft Monday of the month, the 
mayor, aldermen, the reft of the magiftrates, and the preachers, meet to hear and 
determine all controverfies between the inhabitants, in an amicable manner, in 
order to prevent law fuits. This cuftom was firft eftablifhed in 1588, and is ca'lled 
the Feaft of Reconciliation. 

Lynn is a rich large town, well built and well inhabited; and, from the ruins of 
the works demolifhed in the late civil wars, it appears to have been a ftrong place. 
It has a fpacious market-place, in the quadrangle of which is a ftatue of king 
William the Third, and a fine erofs, with a dome and gallery round it, fup^ 
ported by fixteen pillars., T h e market-houfe is a free-ftone building, after the 
modern tafte, feventy feet high, and adorned with ftatues,. and other embelliih-
ments. 

Here are two parifh churches; St. Margaret's,, which has a fine library, and; 
A l l Saints: there is alfo a chapel of eafe, dedicated to St. Nicholas, which is rec-
koned one of the handfomeft of the kind in England it has a bell, tower of free 
ftone, and an oCtagon fpire over it, which together are 170 feet high ; and there 
is' a library in it erected by fubfcription. Here alfo is a Preibyterian^and a Quaker. 
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meeting-houle, with a Bridewell, or work-houfe, and feveral alms-houfes, a free 
fchool, a good cuftom-houfe, and a convenient quay and warehoufes. 

In the pariih of A l l Saints there is a fmall hofpital, where four men live rent 
free; and another called St. Mary Magdalen's, which was anciently a priory, but 
rebuilt in 1649, and now under the care of two fenior aldermen, chofen by the 
other governors. In 1682, a ruinous old chapel here was turned into a work-
houfe, where fifty poor children are taught to read and to fpin woo), and at a fit 
age are put out apprentices : it is by an a d of parliament fettled in the guardians 
of the poor. In September 1741, the fpires of both churches in this town were 
blown, down by a ftorm of wind, but both have been fince rebuilt. Here is a 
town-houfe, called Trinity-hall, which is a noble old fabric: and there is an ex-
change of free ftone, with two orders of columns, built at the expence of Sir 
John Turner. 

T h e fortifications of this town are not fo much demoliihed but that they 
might eafily be repaired, and the town made defenfible in a very few days. A 
platform at the north end of the town, called St. Anne's platform, mounts twelve 
great guns, and commands all the fhips paffing near the harbour; and towards 
the land, befides the wall, there are nine regular baftions and a ditch. 

Four rivulets run through this town, and the tide of the Oufe, which is about 
as broad as the Thames at London bridge, rifes twenty feet perpendicular. T h e 
town is fupplied with water by conduits and pipes. 

T h e fituation of this town, near the fall of the Oufe into the fea, gives it an op-
portunity of extending its trade into eight different counties, fo that it fupplies 
many confiderable cities and towns with heavy goods, not only of our own pro-
duce, but imported from abroad. It deals more largely in coals and wine than 
any other town in England, except London, Briftol and Newcaftle. In return for 
thefe commodities, Lynn receives back for exportation all the corn which the 
counties it fupplies them with produce ; and of this one article Lynn exports more 
than any other port in the kingdom, except Hull in Yorkfhire. Its foreign trade 
is very confiderable, efpecially to Holland, Norway, the Baltic, Spain and Portu-
gal. 

T h e harbour is fafe when once fhips get into i t ; but the paffage having many 
flats and fhoals, it is difficult to enter. 

T h e king's Staith, or key, where the greateft part of the imported wines is 
landed, and put into large vaults, is a handfome fquare, with brick buildings, in 
the center of which is a ftatue of king James the Firft. 

M E T H W O L D is diftant 97 miles from London, and is remarkable for breeding 
excellent rabbits, called Mewil rabbits. 5 

R E P E H A M is i n miles diftant from London, and was formerly famous for 
having three fine churches in one churchyard, belonging to three feveral lord-
ihips; but they have been long demoliihed ; fo that there is now only the ruins 
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of one remaining. T h e chief trade of this town is in malt, of which great quan-
tities are fold in its market. 

S E C H Y , or S E E C H I N G , is diftant 94 miles from London, and is remarkable 
only for a good market once a fortnight, for the fale of fat bullocks. 

S N E T S H A M , at the diftance of 99 miles from London, was once a royal de-
mefne, with many privileges. 

S W A F F H A M is 94 miles diftant from London, and ftands in an air highly com-
mended by phyficians: it has a very fumptuous church, the north iile of which 
is faid to have been built by a travelling pedlar. This town is famous for the 
manufacture of fpurs, and in the neighbourhood are frequent horfe races. 

T H E T F O R D took its name from its iituation upon a fmall river called the Thet. 
It is divided by the Little Oufe, which alfo divides the counties of Suffolk and 
Norfolk, and ftands in a pleafant open country, at the diftance of 80 miles from 
London. In 672, the archbifhop of Canterbury held a fynod here : the Saxon 
kings made it the metropolis of the kingdom of the Eaft Angles, but it was three 
times mined by the Danes. T h e chief magiftrate found here at the Conqueft, 
was ftiled a conful, whence it is fuppofed to have been a Roman town. In the 
twelfth century it was the fee of a bifhop, and then was a place of great note 
but declined on the tranilation of the fee to Norwich ; yet in the reign of Henry 
the Eighth, it̂  was a place of fuch confequence as to be made a iuffrao-an fee to 
Norwich, but it continued fo only during that reign. 

It had formerly a mint, and was incorporated by queen Elizabeth, with a 
mayor, recorder, ten aldermen, twenty common council men, two of whom are 
generally chamberlains, a town clerk, a fword bearer, and two ferjeants at mace ; 
and the Lent affizes for Norfolk are commonly held in its guildhall. 

It is a pretty large town, though not fo populous as it was in the time of Ed-
ward the Third, when it had twenty churches, fix hofpitals, and eisht monaf-
teries: all the churches now left here are only one on the Suffolk, and two on 
the ̂ Norfolk fide of the town. In the reign of king James the Firft, an a d of 
parliament paifed for founding an hofpital and a grammar fchool here, and for 
maintaining a preacher, to 'preach four days in the year for ever, agreeable to 
the will of Sir Richard Fulmerfton : Sir Jofeph Williamfon, fecretary^of ftate to 
king Charles the Second, built a council-houie here, and gave the corporation a 
mace and a fword. Here are a common gaol, a bridewell, and a work-houfe • 
and there is an hofpital for fix poor perfons, built and endowed by Sir Charles 
Harbord, and his fon William, for ninety-nine years. 

T h e chief manufacture in this town is woollen cloth. T h e Oufe is navio-able 
hither from Lynn, by lighters and barges. 

This place has been honoured with the prefence of many of our fovereio-ns, 
particularly Henry the Firft and Henry the Second. Queen Elizabeth, and king 
James the Firft made it one of their hunting feats; and king James had a palace 
here, which is ftill called the King's Houfe. 
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' V A L S H A M N O R T H , thus called to diftinguiih it from a village not far from 
this town, called South Walfham, is 121 miles diftant from London, and has a 
plentiful market for corn, flefh, and all forts of provifions. 

W A L S I N G H A M is diftant 116 miles from London, and is a pretty good town, 
famous for the ruins of an ancient monaftery, where was a ihrine of the Virgin 
Mary as much frequented at one time, as that was of Thomas Becket at Canter-
bury i and here are two wells ftill called by her name. T h e foil round this town 
is remarkable for producing good faffron and fouthernwood. 

W A T T O N is 89 miles diftant from London: it has a church which is only twenty 
yards lbn°-, and eleven broad and the fteeple, which has three large bells, is 
round at bottom and oftangular at top. In 1673, a dreadful fire happened m 
this town, by which upwards of fixty houfes were burnt down. Great quantities 
of butter are fent from hence to Downham-bridge, from whence it is fent by 
water to London. 

" W I N D H A M , or W I M U N D H A M , is 99 miles from London. This is a fmall town, 
and the inhabitants are generally employed in the making of fpiggots and foffets, 
fpindles, fpoons, and other wooden ware : they enjoy their writ of privilege, as an 
ancient demefne, from ferving at affizes or feffions. Here is a houfe of correftion, 
the keeper of which, in the reign of queen Elizabeth, had forty {hillings a-year 
paid him by the treafurer of the county. There is a free fchool in this town, 
founded and well endowed by king Henry the Firft's butler ; and Matthew Par-
ker, archbifhop of Canterbury, gave a fcholarihip in his college of Corpus Chnfti 
in Cambridge, in favour of a" fcholar born in this town, provided he continued 
in Windham fchool two years, without interruption, and was fifteen years old. 
Here is alfo a charity Tchool for teaching thirty children. 

W U R S T E D , or W O R S T E D , is diftant 117 miles from London, and is remark-
able for the invention or firft twining of that fort of woollen yarn or thread, Which 
from hence is called worfted. Here is a manufadure of worfted fluffs j and flock-
ings are in great quantities both knit and woven in this place. 

Y A R M O U T H , called G R E A T Y A R M O U T H , to diftinguiih it from a fmall village 
in its neighbourhood, called Little Yarmouth : it took its name from its f i l ia-
tion at the mouth of the river Yare. 

This town is diftant from London 122 miles, and was anciently one of the 
cinque ports, By an old cuftom, Yarmouth appoints certain bailiffs, as commif-
faries, who, in conjunction with the magiftrates of the town, hold a court dur-
ing a fair here, called the Herring fair, to determine all controverfies, execute 
juftice, and keep the peace. Yarmouth had a provoft granted it by king Henry 
the Firft, and was made a borough by king John. It began to fend members to 
parliament in the time of king Edward the Firft, and was walled and ditched 
round in the time of king Henry the Third ^ and in that of Edward the Third, 
it fent forty-three ihips, and 1075 feamen to the fiege of Calais. King Richard the 
Second gave it leave to build a key, after which it had great quarrels with the 
cinque ports, for being excluded out of their number, and confequently deprived 
of their privileges. By a charter of king Henry the Third, it was governed by 
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two bailiffs and a recorder, who were juftices of the peace. T h e inhabitants were 
about 5000, at the acceffion of king James the Firft, who incorporated it by the 
name of a bailiff, aldermen, and common council: king Charles the Second 
oranted it a new charter, by which the bailiffs were changed into a mayor; and it 
is now governed by a mayor, feven aldermen, a recorder, and thirty-fix common 
council men : the mayor returns the members ele&ed to reprefent it in parlia-
ment, who are chofen by the freemen, in number about 500. 

T h e corporation has particular and extenfive privileges : it has a court of re-
cord and admiralty: in the court of record are tried civil caufes, for unlimited 
fums ; in the court of admiralty they can try, condemn, and execute, in fome 
cafes, without waiting for a warrant. T h e mayor and aldermen are confervators 
of the river Oufe, in this county; the Humber, the Derwent, the Wherfe, the 
Air , and the Dun, rivers of Yorkihire. 

This town is bound by its charter, granted by Henry the Third, to fend to 
the iheriffs of Norwich, every year, one hundred herrings baked, in twenty-four 
pafties, which the iheriffs are to deliver to the lord of the manor of Eail Carlton, 
a village near New Buckenham; he gives the Iheriffs his receipt for them, and 
by his tenure, is obliged to prefent them to the king wherever he is. 

This town, which makes a very good appearance from the fea, is the neateft, 
the 1110ft compact, and the moft regularly built of any town in England the 
ftreets being ftraight, and parallel to each other, and there is a view crofs all the 
ftreets, from the key to the fea, the town ftanding in a peninfula, between the fea 
and the harbour. Yarmouth is walled, but the chief ftrength by land is the 
haven, or river, which lies on the weft fide of it, with a drawbridge over i t ; the 
port or entrance fecures the fouth, and the fea the eaij, but the north, which 
joins it to the mainland, is open, and only covered with a fmgle wall, and fome 
old demoliihed works. Here is a market place, the fineft and beft furniihed of 
any in England, for its extent; and the key is the handfomeft and largeft of any 
perhaps in Europe, that of Seville in Spain only excepted : it is fo commodious, 
that people may ftep diredtly from the fhore into any of the ihips, and walk 
from one to another, as over a bridge, fometimes for a quarter of a mile together ; 
and it is at the fame time fo fpacious, that in fome places it is near a hundred yards 
from the houfes to the wharf. On the wharf is a cuftom-houfe and town-hall, 
with feveral merchants houfes that look like palaces. 

Here are two churches, of which St. Nicholas, built in the reign of king Henry 
the Firft, has fo high a fteeple, that it ferves as a fea-mark. There is a fine hof-
pital in this town, and two charity fchools for thirty-five boys and thirty-two girls, 
all cloathed and taught, the boys to make nets, and the girls fpinning, knitting, 
and plain work. 

There is a fmall platform of guns on a flip of land, at the entrance of the har-
bour, which is all the fecurity of this town j the great guns that were round the 
walls of the town having been removed by king.Charles the Second. 

T h e feamen employed by the merchants here, are reckoned the beft in Eng-
land. 

O ?, T h e 
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T h e fituation of this town is exceedingly commodious for trade : it ilands upon 
the German Ocean, at the mouth of the Yare, which is navigable from hence to 
Norwich befides, there is a navigation from this town by the Waveney, to the 
fouth parts of Norfolk, and the north of Suffolk, and by another river called the 
Thyrne, which falls here into the Yare, it trades to the north part of the county. 

Though Yarmouth is not fo large a town as Norwich, it is generally fuperior 
in traffic and wealth-, and upwards of half a century ago, above n o o veifels 
belonged to this port, befides the fhips which its merchants were owners of, or 
concerned in, at other ports. 

This is the chief rendezvous of the colliers between Newcaftle and London; 
the roads on the eaft fide of the town are fo fafe, that they are very much fre-
quented by veifels that pafs and repafs, though there are fome dangerous banks 
of land in the neighbourhood j and it cofts the inhabitants of Yarmouth between 
2 and 30001. a-year to keep the harbour clean. 

This town carries on a great trade to France, Holland, and the north and the 
eaft feas, and exports fuch quantities of corn and malt, that they are faid to have 
amounted many years ago to more than 220,000 quarters a year. Yarmouth has 
the whole herring fiihery of this coaft, in which it employs 150 veifels, and be-
tween forty and fifty fail in the exportation: 50,000 barrels of herrings, which 
fome magnify to 40,000 lafts, containing no lefs than forty millions of herrings, 
are generally taken and cured here in a year. Thefe herrings are for the moft 
part exported by the merchants of Yarmouth, the reft by thofe of London, to Italy, 
Spain, and Portugal, which, with the camblets, crapes, and other Norwich ftuffs, 
which the merchants of this town export, occafion much bufmefs, and employ 
abundance of hands and*ihipping. 

The fifhing fair here, or the feafon for catching herrings, begins at Michael-
mas, and continues all the month of O&ober, during which time, every veifel 
that comes to fifh for the merchants, from any part of England, as many do from 
the coafts of Kent, Suifex, and other counties, is allowed to catch, bring in, and 
fell their fiih, free of all duty or toll. 

In the fpring, here is almoft as great a fiihing for mackarel; befides which, this 
town has a fiihing trade to the north feas, for white fifh, called the north fea 
cod and it has a confiderable trade to Norway and the Baltic, for deals, oak, 
pitch, tar, and all naval ftores, which are moftly confumed in this port, where a 
great many fhips are built every year. 

Except Hull in Yorkfhire, Yarmouth has more trade than any other town on 
the eaft coaft of England. 

C U R I O S I T I E S . 

Inundations T h e Greater Oufe in this county, is remarkable for its fudden and impetuous 
of the Oufe. inundations, particularly at the full moon, in the autumnal and vernal equinoxes, 

when a vait body of water from the lea, runs up againft the ftream, through the 

chan-
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channel of this river with prodigious violence, overflowing the banks, and fweep-
ing off every thing in its way. 

In the year 1348, near 58,000 perfons were carried off at Norwich by a pefti- Fires and 

lence ; and in 1507, this city was almoft entirely confumed by fire. ' peitilence. 

In the reign of king Henry the Third, a peitilence raged at Yarmouth, which 
fwept off feven thoufand of the inhabitants in one year. 

T h e town of Windham was fet on fire June the 1 ith, 1615, by certain incendi-
aries, when above 300 dwelling houfes were confumed; and in 1631, it was vi-
fited by a fevere peitilence. 

A N T I Q U I T I E S . 

This county is part of the diftridt anciently inhabited by the Iceni, of whom Ancient in-

an account has been given in the defcription of Cambridgefhire. habitants. 

Caitor, near Norwich, was the Venta Icenorum, or capital city of the Iceni, Roman a n d -

the broken walls of which contain a fquare of about thirty acres in thefe walls quities. 

there are ftill vifible the remains of four gates and a tower; and feveral Roman 
urns, coins, and other relics of antiquity, have, at different times, been found in 
this place. 

Yarmouth is generally believed to have rifen out of the ruins of an ancient 
Roman city, called Garianonum, where the Stablefian horfe lay in garrifon againft 
the ancient Britons but the fite of the ancient Garianonum is thought to have 
been at Burgh Caftle, on the other fide of the river Yare, about two miles from 
Yarmouth. 

Thetford arofe from the ruins of the ancient Sitomagus, a Roman city, which 
was deitroyed by the Danes. Here are ftill vifible many marks of great antiquity, 
particularly a large mount called Caftle-Hill, thrown up to a great height, and 
fortified by a double rampart, fuppofed to have been a Danifh camp. 

A t Oxenhead, a little way fouth-eaft of Alefham, in 1667, there were dis-
covered feveral urns, about three quarters of a yard under the furface of the 
ground alfo a fquare piece of brickwork, each fide of which meafured near two 
yards and three quarters : there were upwards of thirty holes in it, each about. 
two inches diameter; and as it was one intire piece, without any joining, it was 
thought to have been formed and burnt in the place where it was found. Upon 
breaking it open, there appeared feveral ftories or apartments, one above ano-
ther, in which were placed fmall pots, and in the lower partition was one larger 
than the reft, with a very fmall mouth, and containing near two gallons of water, 
which was clear, and without either fmell or tafte; after the water was poured 
off, there remained in the veilel a heavy lump of a crufty fubftance. 

Brancafter, in the north-weft part of this county, and near Burnham, was the 
ancient Brannodunum of the Romans, and the ftation for a body of Dalmatian 

horfe, 
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horfe. Several coins have been found here, and the remains of a Roman camp 
are ftill vifible, 

. . * 

A t Thurton, near Loddon, feveral Roman coins have been dug up at differ-
ent times. ° x 

Ancient cuf- A t Gimmingham, not far from Cromer, is ftill preferved the ancient tenure by 
tams. foccage, that is,_inftead of money, the tenant pays his rent by a certain number 

of days labour, in hulbandry or other fervice. 

Caftle-Rifing, and fome of the neighbouring parifhes, retain the old Norman 
cuftom, by which all teftaments mull be proved before the parfon of the parifh. 

E C C L E S I A S T I C A L A N T I Q ^ U I T I E S. 

T h e kingdom of the Eaft Angles, from its firft converfion to Chriftianity, was 
under one biihop, till about the year 673, when it was divided into two diocefes 
and one of the epifcopal feats was fixed at North Elmham, a village on the north 
fide of Repeham. Here was a conftant fucceffion of ten bifhops, till the mar-
tyrdom of Humbert by the Danes, in 870. About the year 950, the other fee 
which was at Dunwich, a borough town of Suffolk, appears to have been united 
with this at Elmham, the jurifdi&ion of which extended over the whole kino-dom 
of the Eaft Angles. This bifhopric was tranflated from hence to Thetfoai in 
1075, and from thence it was foon after removed to Norwich ; and this manor 

-continued part of the revenues of the bifhopric of Norwich till the diifolution. 

A t Eaft Dereham, St. Witburga, the youngeft daughter of king Anna, founded 
a monaftery before the year 743, which was deftroyed by the Danes. 

St. Bennets in the Holme, fouth-eaft of Repeham, was given by a petty prince 
called Horn, to a fociety of religious Heremites, under the government of one 
Suneman, about the year 800, who built a chapel here ; but thofe relio-ious were 
all deftroyed by the Danes in 870. In the next century a religious named Wol-
fric, brought fome other religious to this place, and rebuilt the chapel and houfes 
and before the year 1020, king Canute endowed this place for an abbey of Black 
monks, dedicated to St. Beneditt-, the revenues of which, upon the diifolution were 
valued at 583 1. 17 s. per annum. This monaftery was fo fortified by the monks' that 
it was- more like a caftle than a cloifter, and held out fo long againft William the 

• Conqueror, that he could not take it, till it was betrayed to him by one of the 
monks, on condition that he fhould be made an abbat; but inftead of that he 
was hanged by the Conqueror for his treachery. 

A famous chapel, dedicated to the annunciation of the Virgin Mary, v/as built 
at Walfmgham in 1061, by the widow of-Richoldis de Favarches, in imitation 
of the chapel at Narazeth, and here were placed a prior and a convent of Black 
canons, by her fon, Jeffrey, in the time of William the Conqueror. T h e pof-
feffions belonging to this monaftery were valued, upon the diifolution at 
3911. n s . 7 d. per annum, befides the offerings to our Lady, valued in one'ma-
nufcript at 2601. 12 s. 4 d. per annum ; but in another, at 26 1. 15 s. only. 

Robert 
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Robert Pigot, by his will, dated in 1492, gave an houfe in or near this town, 
for the ufe of twelve leprous perfons of good families. 

In the church of St. Mary at Thetford, there was a fociety of religious perfons 
as early as the reign of king Edward the Confeifor, if not before ; and hither Ar~ 
faftus,^ biihop of the Eaft Angles, removed his epifcopal feat from North Elm-
ham, in 1075, as was obferved already: but it continued here only nineteen or 
twenty years, and then was tranilated to Norwich ; after which, about the year 
1104, a monaitery for Cluniac monks v/as built here, by Roger Bigod, or Bigot, 
and made fubordinate to the abbey of Cluny, in France; but this houfe and 
place being found inconvenient, the fame Roger Bigod began a moil ftately mo-
naitery, without the town, and on the other fide of the river, dedicated to the 
Virgin Mary. This monaitery was finifhed in 1 1 1 4 , and was made denifon' the 
fiftieth of Edward the Third, and upon the diifolution, found to be endowed with, 
yearly revenues to the amount of 312 1. 14 s. 4 d . 

A priory of canons regular, of the order of the Holy Sepulchre or the Crofs, 
was founded in a church here, dedicated to St. Sepulchre, by William, third earl 
of Warren, in the time of king Stephen. Here were fix religious at the time of 
the fuppreifion, who had 39 1. 6 s. 8 d. per annum. 

On the Suffolk fide of this town, there was an ancient houfe of regular canons,, 
dedicated to St. George ; but being ruinous and forfaken, H u g h de Norwold, ab-
bat, and the convent of St. Edmundibury in Suffolk, placed nuns here; and at 
the diifolution there was a priorefs, and ten. Black nuns, who had eftates worth, 
401. u s . 2d. per annum. 

Without this town there was an hofpital, dedicated to St. Mary or St.. Mary 
Magdalen, endowed upon the fuppreflion with no more than 1 1. 13 s. 6 d. per 
annum. Here was an hofpital called God's Houfe, before the twenty-fourth of 
Edward the Firft. 

A houfe of Friars Preachers is faid to have been founded in this town, by-
Henry, earl, and afterwards duke of Lancafter, towards the beginning of the-
reign of king Edward the Third. 

In the time of king Richard the Second, here was an houfe of Friars Auguf-
tines, founded by John of Gaunt, duke of Lancafter. 

Here was a college, confifting of a mafter and fellows* dedicated to* St. Mary,, 
a,nd valued at 1091. o s. 7 d. per annum, at the fuppreflion. 

T h e manor of Wells, between Clay and Burnham, being given to the abbey o f 
St. Stephen, near Caen in Normandy, by William de Streis, in the time of Wi l -
liam the^ Conqueror, here was fixed an alien priory of Benedi£tine monks from 
that foreign houfe but king Edward the Fourth gave it to the dean and chapter 
of St. Stephen's, Weftminfter, who enjoyed it till the general diifolution. 

A t Pentney, fouth-eaft of Sechy, Robert de Vallibus, or Vaux, one of thofe 
who came over with Y^illiam the Conqueror, built a priory , of Black capons, de-

dicated: 
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dicated to St. Mary Magdalen. About the time of the diifolution, here were 
twelve canons, who had yearly revenues to the value of 170 1. 4 s. 9 d. 

A t Caitleacre, north-eail of Pentney, William Warren, firft earl of Surry, in 
or before the year 1085, built a priory for Cluniac monks, dedicated to the Vir-
gin Mary, and fubordinate to the houfe of Lewes, a borough town of SuiTex, the 
yearly revenues of wrhich were valued upon the fuppreifion at 306 1. n s. 4d. 

The manor of Horited, a village fouth-weil of Wurfted, and the advowfon of a 
church here, were given by king William Rufus, to the abbefs and nuns of the 
Trinity, at Caen in Normandy. 

Herbert Lofing, biihop of Thetford, having obtained, near the caftle of Nor-
wich, ground on which to build a church, a biihop's palace, and offices for 
monks, in 1094, tranilated the epifcopal fee hither. T w o years after he began the 
cathedral in this city, which he dedicated to the Trinity and on the fouth fide of 
it he built houles for a prior and fixty Benedi6tine monks, who were fettled here 
about the year 1100, and continued till the general diifolution, when the yearly 
revenues of the biihopric were valued at 10501. 17 s. 6 d. and the revenues of 
the prior and convent were rated at 10611. 14 s. 3 d. per annum. 

On a hill near the city, in Thorp-wood, biihop Herbert built a little priory and 
church, dedicated to St. Leonard, in which he placed feveral monks, whilft the 
cathedral church and priory were building, and a fucceffion of others was conti-
nued here as a cell to the great monaftery^ till the diifolution. 

A n hofpital for leprous perfons, under the government of a mailer or warden, was 
built and endowed about half a mile out of this city, towards the north-eail, by 
biihop Herbert, dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen, and valued upon the diifolution 
at 101. per annum. 

_ A hofpital dedicated to St. Paul, called alfo Norman fpitel, was begun in this 
city by the prior and convent, and fmifhed in 1121. It was under the govern-' 
ment of a mailer or warden, appointed by the monks of the cathedral. 

Here was an ancient hofpital or nunnery, dedicated to St. Mary and St. John, 
to which king Stephen having given lands and meadows without the South Gate,' 
Seyna and Leftelina, two of the fillers, in 1146 began the foundation of a new 
monailery called Kairo, or Carow, which was dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and 
confifted of a pnorefs and nine Benedi&ine nuns, who were endowed upon the 
fuppreifion with 64 1. 16 s. 6 d. per annum. 

On the weft fide of Conisford-ftreet was Hilburn, or Hildebrond's fpitel, fome-
times called Jvy Hall, or St. Edward's Hofpital, founded about the year 1200, by 
Hildebrond le Mercer, citizen of Norwich. It was dedicated to the Viro-in Mary, 
and had a mafter or warden, and fome brethren, but was fo decayed, that the reve-
nues of it upon the fuppreffion, were valued at no more than 14 s. 2 d. per annum. 

T h e Black Friars came firft to this city about the year 1226, and were firft feated 
in the church of St. John Baptift, by the favour of Sir Thomas Gelham, knight, 

5 and 
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and other benefa&ors -, but about the firft of Edward the Second, they obtained 
by gift of that king, the ground on the fouth fide of the river, in the pari ih of 
St. Andrew, where the Friars de Sacco had their houfe ; and here thefe Black 
Friars built a noble church, and all proper offices for the convent. 

T h e Grey Friars coming to this city in the year 1226, one John de Haftino--
ford is faid to have founded a houfe for them, which was upon the eaft fide of 
North Conisford. 

Walter de Suffield, alias Calthorp, biihop of Norwich, before ihe year 1249, 
built and endowed an hofpital near his palace, dedicated to St. Giles, for a mailer] 
fome prieits, and lay brethren; the revenues of which, upon the diifolution, were 
rated at 102 1. 15 s. 2 d. per annum. 

In the fields on the fouth-weil part of this city, about the year 1250, a chapel 
was built and dedicated to the Virgin Mary, by one John Broun, a prieil, which 
at firft was defigned only for an hofpital, but in a ihort time became a noble col-
lege, confiiling of a dean, chancellor, precentor, treafurer, four prebendaries, fix 
chaplains, and other officers, whofe revenues, upon the fuppreifion, were valued 
only at 861. 16 s. per annum. 

T h e White Friars came to this city in 1256, when Philip Cougate, a mer-
chant here, founded a houfe for them, between the river and St. James's church, 
on the eail fide of a ilreet anciently called Cougate. 

T h e Friars de Pica, who had a houfe in Conisford, are mentioned in the tax of 
Walter, biihop of Norwich, about the fortieth of Henry the Third. 

T h e Friars de Sacco, who fettled here about the year 1266, had a houfe, partly 
in St. Andrew's pariih, and partly in St. Peter's of Hungate, which, upon the 
fuppreifion of thefe friars, was given to the Black Friars, and became part of 
the fite of their new houfe. 

T h e Friars Auftins were fettled here, between the parifhes of St. Pgter Permon-
tergate, and St. Michael in Conisford, before the eighteenth of Edward the Firft. 
It is not agreed who the founder of this houfe was. 

About the end of the reign of king Edward the Third, mention is made of feveral 
hofpitals, fpittels, or lazar houfes, for the reception of leprous people, without the 
gates of this city, which were every one of them under the government of a mai- • 
ter, and fupported by the voluntary alms of the inhabitants. 

A t Weil-acre, to the weft of Caftle-acre, there was a priory of Black Canons, 
who afterwards became canons of the order of St. Auilin, begun by Oliver., the 
parifh prieil, and his fon, Walter, in the time of William Rufus, and dedicated to St. 
Mary and A l l Saints. Its annual revenues upon the fuppreifion were valued at 
260.I. 13 s. 7 d. 

T h e 
manor of JLefingham, north-eail of Wuriled, was given by Girard de * 
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Gourney, in the time of William Rufus, to the abbey of Bee, in Normandy ; upon 
which here was an alien priory, which was fubordinate to Ogborn, on the north 
fide of Marlborough, in Wiltshire ; but it was given by king Edward the Fourth 
to King's College in Cambridge, to which it ftill belongs. 

A t Lynn there was a cell of a prior and three Benedictine monks, belonging 
to the cathedral monaitery of Norwich, rounded by biihop Herbert, about the 
year n c o , and dedicated to St. Margaret. 

Petrus Capellanus founded an hofpital here in 1145, for a prior and twelve 
brethren and filters, nine of whom were to be found and three leprous. It was 
dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen, and is ilill in being. 

About the year 1261, a convent of Grey Friars was founded here by Thomas de 
Fie till am. 

T h e Friars de Poenitentia Jefu Chriiti, were fettled in this town before the fifth 
of Edward the Firft, and continued here till the fuppreifion of that order. 

In the time of Edward the Firft, if not before, here was the hofpital of St. 
John Baptjft, confifting of a warden or maiter, and feveral poor brothers and 
filters, the revenues of which were valued on the diffolution at 7 1. 7 s. 1 d. per 
annum. 

There was alfo in this town a houfe of Auitin Friars in the reign of king Edr 
ward the Firft, valued upon the diifolution at only 11. 4 s. 6 d. per annum. 

Here was a houfe of Black Friars before the twenty-firft of Edward the Firft, 
faid to have been founded by Thomas Gedney, the valuation of which, upon the 
diifolution, does not appear. 

Not far from the town-houfe, called Trinity-Hall, but nearer to the river, here 
was a college of twelve priefts, founded about the year 1500, by Thomas Thurf-
by, mayor of this town. 

On the north fide of St. Nicholas's church at Yarmouth, biihop Herbert, before 
the year 1101, placed a priory of three or four Black monks, fubordinate to the 
monaitery at Norwich. 

A t the fouth end of this town there was a houfe of Black Friars, built about 
the fifty-fifth year of Henry the Third. 

Here was an hofpital. dedicated to the Virgin Mary, in the beginning of the 
reign of king Edward the Firft. It was founded by Thomas Falftoff, and con-
fifted of a warden, eight brethren, and eight filters. 

There were alfo in or near this town, twofpittels or houfes for the maintenance 
of poor lazars or lepers, before the year 1374. 

A t 
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A t Horiham St. Faith's, north of Norwich, there was a priory of Black monks, 

dedicated to St. Faith, the virgin and martyr, by Robert Fitz-Walter, and Sibili 
his wife, about the year 1105. Its revenues, upon the fuppreiTion, were valued 
at 162 1. 19 s. 11 d. -per annum. 

Here was an hofpital, belonging formerly to the knights of St. John of Jerufa-
lem, and by them granted to the prior and convent of St. Faith. 

Peter de Valoines, nephew to king William the Conqueror, and Albreda his 
wife, in the beginning of the reign of king Henry the Firft, gave the church of 
St. Mary, and the manor of Binham, near Walfingham, to the abbey of St. A l -
bans in Hertfordihire, to the intent that here might be fettled a priory of Bene-
d i n n e monks. This cell, about the time of the diifolution, had fix monks, and 
eftates to the value of 1401. 5 s. 4 d. per annum. 

Before the year 1107, William de Albini, or Daubeney, chief butler to king 
Henry the Firft, founded at Windham a priory of Black monks, from the abbey 
of St. Albans, to which it was a cell till 1443, when it was made an abbey. It 
was dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and at the diifolution had ten or twelve monks, 
whofe yearly revenues were valued at 211 1. 16 s. 6 d. 

T h e manor and church of St. Margaret of Toft-monachorum, eight miles 
fouth-weft of Yarmouth, were given by Robert earl of Mellent and Leicefter, 
in the time of king Henry the Firft, to the abbey of St. Peter and St. Paul at 
Preaux in Normandy. 

Bifhop Herbert, or Agnes de Belfo, the wife of Robert de Kia, in the time of 
king Henry the Firft, gave the church of St. Mary at Aldby, lbuth-weft of Lod-
don, upon the borders of Suffolk, to the cathedral monaftery of Norwich ; upon 
which here were placed a prior and three Black monks, as a cell to that houfe, 
which continued till the diifolution. 

A t Baketon, or Bromholm, fouth-weft of Norwich, William de Glanvill, in 
1113 , built a priory for Cluniac monks, from Caftle-acre, to which this houfe was 
for fome time fubordinate. It was dedicated to St. Andrew, confifted of feven or 
eight monks, and was endowed, upon the diifolution, with 1001. 5 s . 3 d . per 
annum. 

Upon, or at the end of, a caufeway between Fakenham and a village to the 
fouth of it, called Hempton, there was an ancient hofpital dedicated to St. Stephen, 
which afterwards became a fmall priory of three or four canons of the order of St. 
Auftin. It is faid to have been founded by Roger de St. Martino, in the time of 
Henry the Firft, and its poffeffions, upon the diifolution, were valued at 3 2 1, 14 s. 
8 d. per annum. 

William de Albini, earl of Chichefter or Arundel, in the time of king Stephen, 
built a priory of Black canons-, dedicated to St. James the Apoftle, at Old Buc-
kenham, near New Buckenham. A b o u t the time of the diifolution here were 
a prior and eight canons, who had revenues to the yearly value of 108 1. 10 s. 2 & 
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_ In the church of St. Mary, at Eaft Rudham, between Walfingham and Caftle-

rifing, Will iam Cheny founded a priory of regular canons, of the order of St. 
Auft in, early in the reign of king Stephen, who were, about the beginning of the 
reign of king Henry the Third, removed to the extremity of the pariih, eaftward, 
to a place called 

Cokesford, dedicated alfo to the Virgin Mary : and here a prior and about nine 
Black canons continued till the time of the diifolution, when their income was va-
lued at 1 2 1 1 . 18 s. io d. per annum. 

A t Linge, fouth of Fouliham, there was a nunnery at or near the chapel of St 
Edmund, from whence the religious were moved, in 1160, to Thetford. 

Sir Ralph Meyngaryn, knight, in the time of Henry the Second, founded a 
P n o i T o f B l a c k canons at a place in this county formerly called Waburn It 

was at nrft fubordinate to Weft-acre, was dedicated to the Virgin Mary and A l l 
Saints, and had eftates, which, upon the luppreffion, were rated at 24.1 i Q S 6 d 
per annum. ^ J 

A t Normanneiberch, in the pariih of South Rainham, near Fakenham, was a 

cell of Cluniac monks, belonging to the priory of Caftle-acre, dedicated to St 
Mary and St. John the Evangelift, and founded by Will iam de Lifewis, about 
the year 1100. 5 

In an old hermitage dedicated to St. John the Evangelift, on the fouth fide o f 
the pariih of W . g n e l S t Mary Magdalen, there was a mmnery of the order o f 
St. Auft in , founded by Roger, prior of the convent of Rainham, about the vear 
1 1 8 ! . It was made iubordinate to Caftle-acre ; and here were a priorefs and fix 
or feven nuns, the revenues o f whom were rated, on the fuppreffion, at no more 
than 241. 1 g s. 6 d . per annum. more 

Maud, countefs of Clare, having given the churches of St. Peter and St Tohn 
Baptift, at Carbrook, near Watton, to the knights of St. John of Jerufalem in the 

t t e foafcZhu cehSeCb°utd'ri:0me f l f t e r S f t h e i l ' ! 0 r d e r " « V e d in an h o f p i ' t a l ^ 
! u , 7 w e r e a t t e r w a r c l s removed, and a preceptory of a 
matter and feveral brethren continued here till the diifolution, when the e f t L be-
longing to it was valued at 65 1. 2 s. 11 d. per annum. 

T h e church of Sheringham, near Cromer, being given by Walter Giffard e-,,-1 
of Buckingham ,n the time of king Henry the S e ^ n d , « / t h e abbey of Nutha 

thafabbeyf 1 e ' ^ ™ S * ^ ° f B h c k C a n 0 n S f o r f o m e t i m e > belonging to 

A t a place called Blackborough, in the pariih of Middleton, fouth-eaft o f I.vnn 
Fegis , Roger de Scales, and Muriel his wife, in the time of Henry the Second 
fcu.lt a priory dedicated to the Virgin Mary and St. Catharine, in X e h there were' 

3 - £ » s t t s s fi? 

In 
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In the chapel of St. Mary de Bello Loco , faid to lie near Downham, there was a 
priory of Benedidine monks, who, in the twenty-fourth year of Henry the Sixth, 
were united to the monaftery of Ely in Cambridgefhire. 

A t W e f t Somerton, between Hickl ing and Yarmouth, there was an hofpital for 
thirteen leprous perions, founded by Ranulph de Glanvill, and Barta his wife, in 
the time of king Henry the Second, and annexed to their monaftery at Butley, 
near Orford, a borough town of Suffolk, in the firft year of Henry the Fourth. 

A t Hickl ing there was a priory of Black canons, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, 
St. Auft in , and A l l Saints, and founded in the year 1185, by Theobald de Valen-
tia. Here were nine or ten religious, endowed, upon the iiippreffion, with 100 1. 
18 s. yd. per annum. 

M a u d de Harfcolye, in the time of king Henry the Second, gave the manor of 
Fieldawling near Holt to the abbat and convent of Savigny in Normandy; upon 
which there came over hither fome Ciftertian monks of that houfe, to which 
this was a cell or priory, as it was afterwards of L o n g Benington in Lincolnfhire. 

In 1188, Hubert , then dean of Y o r k , but afterwards archbifhop of Canter-
bury, built at W e f t Dereham an abbey for Premonftratenfian canons, dedicated 
to the^Virgin Mary, and valued, upon the diffolution, at 228 1. per annum. 

A t Shouldham, fouth-eaft of Sechy, Jeffrey Fitz-Piers, earl of Effex in the 
time of k ing Richard, the Firft, founded a Gilbertine monaftery for canons and 
nuns, under the government of a prior. It was dedicated to the Virgin Marv 
and endowed, at the fuppreflion, with 138 1. 18 s. id. per annum. & 

A t Langley, north of Loddon, in 1198, an abbey of Premonftratenfian canons 
was built and endowed by Robert F i tz-Roger H e l k , dedicated to the Virgin 
Maiy , in which were fifteen religious at the iuppreffion, when their yearly reve-
nues were rated at 1041. 16 s. 5 d. 

. ° r W r a n g e y > near Sechy, there was a priory of Black canons 
built by Wil l iam, the fon of Reginald de Warren, in the time of kino- Richard' 
the Firft, or king John, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, the Holy C'roS and St 
John the Evangel i f t ; and in 1468, united to the priory of Pentney. 

A t Flitcham, on the eaft fide of Caftle-rifing, there was a priory or hofpital of 
the order of St. Auguft ine, fubordinate to Walfmgham, to which it was o-iven bv 
Dametta de Flitcham, niece to E m m a de Bellofago, in the time of k in^Richard 
the Firft It was dedicated to the Virgin Mary,; and endowed, at the diffolution 
with 55 1. 5 s. 6 d. per annum. J 

In the parifh of Wearham, fouth-eaft of Downham, there was a Benediftin-
priory, as ancient as the time of king Richard the Firft, or kino-Tchn f u b o r d j 
nate to the convent of Mufterell, in the diocefe of Amiens in France • which 
convent fold it in 1321, to one H u g h Scarlet of Lincoln, who o;ave i't ,0 the 
abbey of W e f t Dereham. It was dedicated to St. Winwaloe, or St. Guenolo. 

Near 

109 
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Near Cokesford, north-weft of Fakenham, Hervey Belet, in the beginning o f 
the reign of king John, founded an hofpital for a warden, being a prieft, and thir-
teen poor people, dedicated to St. Andrew. 

A t a place formerly called Peterfton, in the pariih of Burnham, there was a 
houfe of canons, of the order of St. Auft in , before the year 1200 : it was dedicated 
to St. Peter, and fubordinate to the monaftery of Walfmgham, to which it was 
wholly annexed in 1449. 

A t Montjoy, fouth-weft of Repeham, William-de Gifneto, in the time of king 
John, founded a chapel, dedicated to St. Laurence, and gave it to the prior and 
convent of Windham, who fettled in it a prior and feveral Black canons. 

On a field near North Creke, not far from Burnham, in 1206, a church was 
built, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, by Sir Robert de Nerford, governor of Do-
ver caftle in K e n t ; who fome time after founded here alio a chapel, dedicated to 
St. Bartholomew, with an hofpital for a mailer, four chaplains, and thirteen poor 
lay brethren ; which being further endowed by his widow, it was changed into a 
p r i o r y o f regular canons, of the order of St. Auftin. A b o u t the year 1226, king 
Henry the Third, in the 15th year of his reign, made it an abbey ; but it was 
diifolved about the twenty-fecond year of king Henry the Seventh, and its land 
and revenues fettled by that prince's mother upon Chrift's College in Cambridge. 

In a meadow near Beefton, not far from Wurfted, the lady Margery de Creify, 
about the end of the reign of k ing John, built a fmall monaftery for a prior and 
abbat, and four Auft in canons, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and valued, upon 
the diifolution, at 43 L 2 s. 4 d. per annum. 

A t a place called Weybridge, in the pariih of Accle, between Norwich and Yar-
mouth, there was a fmall priory of Auft in canons, founded by fome of the family 
of Bygod, but at what time is uncertain. It was dedicated to the Virgin Mary j 
and the revenues of it rated, on the fuppreffion, at 7 1. 13 s. 4 d. per annum. 

A t the head of a caufeway, in the pariih of Great Hobbies, fouth-weft of 
Wurfted, Sir Peter de Al to Bofco, knight, in the reign of king John, or k ing 
Henry the Third, founded a hofpital for a mafter and feveral poor people. It 
was dedicated to the Virgin Mary. 

T h e manor of Choifel, north-eaft of Snetiham, belonged to the brethren of St. 
Lazarus, who had a mafter or preceptor of that order here. It was afterwards an-
nexed to Burton Lazars in Leicefterihire. 

A t Sporle, on the north fide of Swaffham, there was an alien priory of Black 
monks, belonging to the abbey of St. Florence, near Salmur in France, dedicated 
to the Virgin Mary. 

There is mention of a priory at Docking near Snetiham, which belonged to 
fon.e abbey in Normandy. 

In the beginning of the reign of king Henry the Third, one William de Bee 
founded 
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founded a chapel and an hofpital in the parifn of Billingford, near Harlefton, de-
dicated to St. Thomas the martyr. It had thirteen beds for accommodating poor 
travellers with lodgings. 

A t Modney, in the parifh of Helgay, near Downham, there was a fmall priory 
of Black monks, which was a cell to Ramfey abbey in Huntingtonihire. 

A t Horning, fouth-eaft of Wurfted, in the beginning of the reign of king 
Henry the Third,, there was an hofpital, dedicated to St. James, under the go-
vernment of the almoner of St. Bennet's abbey in the neighbourhood. 

A t a place called Sleveiliolm, then an iiland in the parifh of Methwold, William 
earl Warren, about the year 1222, placed aprior, and fome Cluniac monks ; and here, 
was a cell or hofpital dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and fubordinate to Caftle-acre.. 

A t Bromhill, near Methwold, there was a priory of Auftin canons, dedicated to 
the Virgin Mary, and St. Thomas the Martyr, in the beginning of the reign of 
king Plenry the Third, but luppreifed in May 1528, by a bull of pope Clement. 

A t Burnham, in 1241, there was a houfe of White or Carmelite friars, founded: 
by Sir Ralph de Hemenhale, and Sir William de Calthorp, knights, valued upon 
the diifolution at 2 1. 5 s. 4 d. per annum.. 

A t Marham, weft of Swaifham, there was a nunnery of the Ciftertian order, built 
and endowed by Ifabella de Albini, countefs of Arundel, in 1251, and dedicated 
to the Virgin Mary; and here, about the time of the diifolution, there were an 
abbefs, and eight nuns, who had yearly revenues to the amount of 13 1. 6 s. i d . 

A t South-Lynn, near King's Lynn, mention is made of a houfe of White friars, 
founded in the thirteenth century but the foundation is afcribed by different au-
thors to different perfons. It had a prior and ten brethren upon the diifolution, 
arid was valued at only 11. 15 s. 8 d. per annum. 

A t Wendling, on the weft fide of iiaft-Dereham-, there was an abbey of the 
Premonftratenfian order, built by William de Wendling, clerk, before the fifty-
fecond year of king Henry the Third, and dedicated to the Virgin Mary. Not long 
before the diifolution, here were an abbat and four canons, who had revenues va-
lued at 55 1. 18 s. 4 d. per annum. 

_ At Blakeney, north-weft of Holt, about the twenty-fourth of Edward the FirfL, 
Richard and John Stormer, and Thomas Thober, built and endowed a church 
and habitation for friars of the Carmelite order. 

A t Hardwick, in the parifh of North R.ungton, near Sechy, there was-an hofpi-
tal for leprous perfons, dedicated to St. Laurence. 

A t Raveningham, fouth-weft of Loddon, Sir John of Norwich, knight, about 
the feventeentn of Edward the Third, founded a chantry or college of eisht fecu-
lar priefts, who were to perform divine offices in the pariih church of St. Andrew. 
But this college was, not long after, removed to the neighbouring village of Norton-

Sub--
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Sub-Crofs, where a chapel, and other neceifary buildings for the priefts, were 
erected, the number of which, in 13 87, were thirteen; but in the feventeenth 
year of Richard the Second, they were once more tranilated to the caftle of Met-
tingham, near Bungay, a market town of Suffolk. 

A t Rufhworth, on the fouth-weft fide of Eaft-Harling, about the year 1342, 
Sir Edmund de Gonville, re£tor of this parifh, upon the fite of the parfonage 
houfe, built a chapel or college, for a mailer or warden, and fix fecular priefts. 
It was dedicated to St. John the Evangeliit, and rated, on the fuppreffion, at 85 1. 
j 5 s. per annum. 

A t Little or Old W.alfmgham, north of Great or New Walfingham, there 
was an houfe of Francifcan friars, founded about the year 1346, by Elizabeth de 
Burgo, countefs of Clare, and the foundrefs of Clare-hall in Cambridge. It had 
houfes and gardens, valued, upon the diffolution, at 3 1. per annum. 

In the twenty-third of Edward the Third, Sir Thomas de Shardelow, knight, 
and his brother John, eftablifhed and endowed a perpetual chantry or college, of a 
mailer and five chaplains, in the pariih church of Tompfon, fouth of Watton, 
dedicated to the Virgin Mary and A l l Saints, and upon the diifolution endowed 
with 52 1. 15 s. 7 d. per annum. 

A college, or priory, of the order of the Trinity, for the redemption of cap-
tives, was founded by Sir Miles Stapleton, about the year 1360, in the pariih. 
church of Ingham, near Hickling, which he rebuilt, and procured to be made 
collegiate. This religious fociety coniiited of a prior, facriit, and fix canons, 
who were endowed, at the fuppreffion, with 611. 9 s. 7 d. per annum. 

A t a place called Newbridge, north-eail of Methwold, there was a chapel dedi-
cated to St. Mary and St. Laurence, with a fmall religious houfe adjoining, in 
which lived a mailer and brethren, lepers, about the year 1 3 7 3 ; but after-
wards, a mafter, wardens, and friars heremites, about 1449» procefs 
of time it fo decayed, that, upon the diifolution, it was valued, as a free chapel, 
at only 3 1. 7 s. 6 d. per annum. 

A t a place called Queen-gate, in the pariih of Snoring-parva, near Walfmo-ham 
there was a lazar-houfe in 1380. 

T h e executors of Sir Robert Mortimer, knight, according to his will, built a 
chantry or college, in the pariih church of Atdeborough, dedicated to the Exalta-
tion of the crofs, and endowed the fame for a mailer or warden, and four fecular 
priefts, ^about the feventh of Henry the Fourth : the revenues of it, upon the dif-
folution, were valued at only. 211. 16 s. 3 d . per annum. 

There had been an ancient free chapel in the manor-houfe of Caftor, near Yar-
mouth, dedicated to St. John Baptift, as early as the reign of Edward the Firft. 
A n d there is faid to have been a chantry in Caftor-hall, of the foundation of Sir 
John Falftoif, knight, which, upon the diifolution, was valued at 2 1. 13 s. 4 d . 
per annum, 

According 
o 
8 
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According to the lail will and teftament of H u g h Attefenne, made in 1475, a 
college or hofpital, called God's Poor Alms-houfe, was founded at Heringby, near 
Yarmouth, for a mailer, three prieils, eight poor men, and two fervants, which 
was valued, upon the diifolution, at 23 1. 6 s. 3 d . per annum. 

A t Walfoken, upon the borders of Cambridgefhire, and near Wifbech in that 
county, there was a college or hofpital, dedieated to the Trinity, and faid to have 
belonged to the abbey ofRamfey in Huntingtonihire. 

M E M B E R S of P A R L I A M E N T for this C O U N T Y . 

This county fends twelve members to parliament, two knights of the ihire for 
the county, two citizens for Norwich, and two burgeifes for each of the following 
boroughs, Lynn-Regis, Yarmouth, Thetford, and Caftle-rifing. 

N O R T H A M P . 
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N A M E . 

f J p H I S county took its name from Northampton, the county town. 

S I T U A T I O N , F O R M , B O U N D A R I E S , and E X T E N T . 

Northamptonihire is nearer the middle of England than any other county, and 
as it runs into a narrow trad, towards the north-eaft, much in the form of a boot, 
it borders upon more counties than any other in this part of Britain : on the north, 
it is bounded by Leicefterihire, Rutlandihire, and Lincolniliire; on the eaft, by 
Bedfordfhire, Huntingtonihire, and Cambridgeihire; on the weft, by Warwick-
shire and Oxfordfhire ; and on the fouth, by Buckinghamihire. It meaiures from 
fopth-weft to north-eaft near 55 miles, from eaft to weft, in the broadeft part, 26 
miles, and 125 miles in circumference ; and the town of Northampton, which is 
near the middle of it, is diftant 66 miles nearly north of London. 

0 . 2 R I V E R S . 
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R I V E R S . 

This county is well watered with feverai rivers, of which the principal are the 
Nen, the Weliand, the Oufe, the Leam, and the Charwell. T h e Nen, Leam,. 
and Charwell, fpring cut of one hill, fouth-weft of Daventry, a market town of 
tliis county. 

T h e Nen, formerly called Aufona, the ancient Britifh name for a river, runs 
almoft due eaft, till it pafles the town of Northampton j and then, by various 
windings.; directing its courfe north-eaft, and traverfing the whole length of the 
county, it runs on in the fame direition, and feparating Cambridgeshire from 
Lincolnshire, falls into a bay of the German Ocean, called the Waihes, or L y n n 
Deeps, from Lynn Regis, in Norfolk. T h e Leam, dire&ing its courfe weftward,. 
into Warwickshire, and the Charwell fouthward, into Oxfordihire, will be farther 
taken notice of in the defcriptions of thole counties; The Weliand rifes in Lin-
colnshire, as has been obferved in the defcription of that county; and runninp 
north-eaft, and feparating Northamptonshire from Leicefterihire, Rutlandshire"' 
and Lincolnshire, falls into the Nen, north-eaft of Peterborough, a city of this 
county. 

T h e Oufe rifes near Brackley, a borough town of Northampton (hire, and run-
ning north-eaft, through the counties of Buckingham, Bedford, Cambridge, 
and Norfolk, falls into the German Ocean at Lynn Regis, in Norfolk, as has 
been already mentioned in defcribing that county. 

A I R._ 

T h e air of Northamptonihire is fo pure and healthy, that the nobility and gentry 
have more feats here, than in any other county of the fame extent in England^ 
and it is io. crowded with towns and villages, that in fome places thirty Steeples-
may be feen at one view. There is however a fmall trad of country called Fen-
land, about Peterborough, bordering on Lincolnihire and Cambridgeshire, which 
is often overflowed by great fails of water from the uplands, in rainy feafons ; but 
the inhabitants do not fuifer the water to ftay fo long upon the ground, even in 
winter, as to affect the air, of which the healthfulnefs of the inhabitants 'is an un-
deniable proof. 

S O I L and N A T U R A L P R O D U C T I O N S . 

The foil of this county is fruitful both in corn and grafs, but produces very 
little wood and as it is an inland county, and few of its rivers are navigable the 
inhabitants find it very difficult to fupply themfelves with fuel. T h e rfvers 'how^ 
ever yield great plenty of fiih, and the county abounds with cattle and iheep: it 
produces alio much fakpetre, and many pigeons. T h e face of the county is 
level, and lefs of it lies wafte than of any other county in England. 

M A N U -

/ 
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M A N U F A C T U R E S . 

T h e manufactures of this county are ferges, tammies, ihalloons, boots and 
ihoes. 

C I V I L and E C C L E S I A S T I C A L D I V I S I O N S . 

Northamptonshire is divided into twenty hundreds, and contains one city and 
eleven market towns. It lies in the province of Canterbury and diocefe of Peter-
borough, and has 330 parishes. 

C I T Y and M A R K E T T O W N S . 

T h e city is Peterborough; and the market towns are Brackley, Daventry, H i g -
ham-Ferr.efs, Kettering, Northampton, Oundle, Rockingham, Rothwell, Thrap-
iton, Towceiter, and Wellingborough. 

P E T E R B O R O U G H took its name from an ancient monailery, founded as early as 
the year 655, and dedicated to St. Peter. It is 76 miles 'from London, and is 
reckoned the leait city, and its fee the pooreft bifhopric in England. It is go-
verned by a mayor, recorder, and aldermen, according to a charter granted by 
king Henry the Eighth. 

T h e jurifdi&ion of this city extends over thirty-two towns and hamlets, in 
which the civil magistrates, appointed by the royal commiffion, are veiled with 
the fame power as judges of affize, and hold their quarterly feflions in this city. 

. This -city Stands upon the river Nen, over which it has a wooden bridge. T h e 
air here, by reafon of the neighbouring fens, is not accounted very healthy, but 
the water of the river is freih and good, and the higheit fpring tide never comes 
up within five miles of the town, which is plentifully fupplied with water by ex-
cellent Springs: the Streets are well built, and there is a handfome market-houfe 
over which are kept the afiizes and feflions. 

i H e r e i s a cathedral, and but one pariih church: the cathedral was the abbey 
church, and is laid to be more than a thoufand years old, though it appears to be 
much lefs. It is one of the nobleit Gothic buildings in the world; it is 479 feet 
long, and 203 broad, in the traniept, from north to fouth ; the breadth of the 
nave and fide ifles is 91 feet. T h e weft front, which is 156 feet broad, is the 
moil magnificent in England, being Supported by three noble arches, with columns, 
curioufly adorned. T h e windows of the cloiiters are finely Stained with icripture 
hiitory, the figures of the founder of the monailery and its fucceffion of abbats. 

This church was greatly defaced in the civil wars, and deprived of many con-
fiderable ornaments. Among other monuments, here is one of queen Catharine 
that was divorced from king Henry the Eighth, and another of Mary queen of 
Scots, who were both buried in this cathedral; though the body of the queen 
of Scots is faid to have been removed to Weftminiier Abbey, by her fon, king 

James-
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James the Firft. Here is likewife a monument of one Scarlet, the fexton, who 
died at the age of ninety-five, after having, as his epitaph declares, buried both 
the queens, and two fucceifive generations of all houfe-keepers in the town. T h e 
abbat of Crowland, in Lincolnihire, and his monks, flying to this monaftery for 
prote&ion from the Danes, in 870, were overtaken and murdered in a court of 
the abbey, called the Monks church-yard, becaufe they were all buried in i t ; 
and their effigies are (till to be feen upon a tomb-ftone, which was ere&ed over 
their common grave. 

Befides the biihop, dean, and chapter, there belong to this cathedral eight 
petty canons, four ftudents in divinity, one epiftler, one gofpeller, a fub-dean, 
lub-treafurer and chanter, eight chorifters, eight finging men, two chancellors, a 
fchoolmafter, uiher, and twenty fcholars, a iteward, organift, and other inferior 
officers. 

Here are two charity fchools; one founded and endowed by Mr. Thomas 
Deacon of this city, for twenty boys, who, after being taught to read and write, 
are put out apprentices and another for teaching forty poor girls to fpin and 
read, the charge of their education being chiefly defrayed by their own labour. 

T h e river Nen is navigable to this city by barges, in which coals and other 
commodities are imported, and from hence 6000 quarters of malt are in fome years 
exported, befides other goods, particularly cloth, dockings, and other woollen 
manufadtures, in which the poor are conftantly employed. 

B R A C K L E Y (lands in a place full of brake or fern, whence it may probably have 
taken its name. It is 57 miles from London, and was once famous for tilts and 
tournaments: it was alfo formerly a great ltaple for wool. It is fuppofed to be 
the third borough erected in England and is governed by a mayor, fix alder-
men, and twenty-fix burgeifes. T h e mayor is cholen annually by the burgeifes 
at the court leet of the lord of the manor. 

This town ftands near the head of the Oufe, with which it is pleafantly watered. 
Here are two pariin churches, and a free grammar fchool. T h e family of the 
Zouehes built a college here, which, though much decayed, is kept from falling 
into ruins by Magdalen College in Oxford, as a retreat in times of trouble and 
infection ; and it ferves as a charity lchool. T h e markets here are for fat hogs, 
boots and fhoes. 

D A V E N T R Y , or D A I N T R Y , is diftant 7 3 miles from London and being a great 
thorough rare, it has many good inns, which are its chief fupport. It is go-
verned by a mayor, aldermen, iteward, and twelve freemen. Here is a charity 
fchool; and near the town is a courfe for horfe races. 

H I G H A M - F E R R E R S , or F E R R I S , fignifies the High houfe of Ferrers, and is a 
name derived from a caflle upon a rifing ground here, anciently in poifeffion of 
the family of Ferrers, the ruins of which are itill vifibie. It is diitant 59 miles 
from London, and ftands on the eait fide of the Nen : it was made a borough 
in the reign of Philip and Mary, and the corporation confiits of a mayor, iteward, 
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recorder, feven aldermen, thirteen capital burgefles and commonalty. It is a 
fmall, but clean, healthy, and pleafant town ; and is a royal manor, as part of the 
dutchy of Lancailer. Here is a handfome church, with a lofty fpire, a free 
fchool, and an alms-houfe for twelve men and one woman. 

K E T T E R I N G itands upon a fmall river that runs into the Nen, at the diftance of 
72 miles from London. It is a handfome populous town, with a feffions-houfe 
for the county, a fmall hofpital, and a charity fchool for twenty girls, employed 
in fpinning jerfeys. Near 2000 hands are faid to be employed in this town in the 
manufacture of fhalloons, tabbies, and ferges. T h e woollen manufactory was in-
troduced here in the laft century, by one Mr. Jordan j and the trade of this 
town is now very confiderable. 

A m o n g the many noble feats in this county, is the magnificent houfe at Bouo-h-
ton, within two miles of this town, built by the firft duke of Montague, after 
the model of the palace of Verfailles, with noble paintings, itatues, fountains, 
canals, wilderneiies, terraces, and a fine cafcade and river. 

N O R T H A M P T O N was anciently called Hamtun, as appears by the Saxon annals; 
the prepofition North, was added foon after the Conqueft, to diftinguiih it from 
Southampton, which was alfo, before that time, known by the name of Hamtun 
only. 

Northampton is diftant 66 miles from London, and appears to have been«an ob-
fcure place till after the Conqueft : it has however fent members to parliament 
ever fince the reign of Edward the Firft ; and as it lies in the heart of the king-
dom, feveral parliaments have been held there. In this town the barons beo-fn 
their rebellion againft king Henry the Third, who took it by aifault: and fo&me 
clifcontented fcholars came hither from Oxford and Cambridge, about the end of 
that reign, and with the king's leave, profecuted their itudies here academically 
for three years; fo that there was the appearance of an univerfity in Northamp-
ton, till this fociety was fuppreffed by a fpecial prohibition, as injurious to both 
nniveriities. This town had feveral old charters of incorporation, which were con-
firmed by king James the Firft ; and it is now governed by a mayor, two bailiffs, 
four aldermen, twelve officers, peculiarly called magiftrates, a recorder, a town 
clerk, a common council, with fifty-eight burgefles, and five ferjeants. 

Northampton is as pretty and neat a town as any in England; it was formerly 
walled, and within the walls, which were two miles in compafs, there were • feven 
churches, and two without : of thefe churches four only remain, the largeft of 
which, called Alhallows, ftands in the center of the town, at the meeting of four 
fpacious ftreets ; it has a ftately portico, fupported by eight lofty Ionic columns, 
with a ftatue of king Charles the Second on the baluftrade. Here is a feffions and 
aflize houfe, which is a beautiful building, in the Corinthian ltile; and a market-
place, fo regular and fpacious, as to be accounted one of the fineft in Europe. 
On the weft fide of the town are ftill to be feen the remains of an old caftle! 
Here is a county gaol, and three hofpitals, and an inn, called the George-Inn, the 
building of which coft 20001. It was however given by John DrydenJ Efq* to-
wards the endowment of a charity fchool, for thirty boys and ten girls. 

This 



n o r t h jv'v m p t o n s h i r e. 

This towri has two bridges over the Nen. On a neighbouring down, called 
Pve-Leys, there are frequent horfe races; and in and about the town are great 
numbers of cherry gardens. 

Here is the moil con fiderable horfe market in the kingdom j and being fitu-
ated between Y o r k and London, it is the rendezvous of the jockies of both 
places. T h e principal manufactures of Northampton are ihoes and ftockings, of 
which oreat quantities are exported. This town is a great thoroughfare both to 
the north and weft, countries from London, which contributes greatly to its wealth 
and populoufnefs. 

A t Althrop, about four miles from Northampton, there is a noble feat, be-
longing to the family of Spencers, built by Robert earl of Sunderland, in the 
jmicklle of a charming park, laid out and planted like Greenwich Park, in Kent, 
on the ikirts of a beautiful down. This houfe is particularly remarkable for a 
magnificent gallery, furniihed with curious paintings, by the beft hands; and for 
a noble piece of water,' on which is a fine Venetian gondola. 

O U N D L E is a corruption of Avondale, or the River-dale, the original name of 
this town. It is diftant 65 miles from London, is neatly and uniformly built, and 
is almofc furrounded by the river Nen, over which it has two good ftone bridges : 
one of thefe, -called the North Bridge, is remarkable for the number of its arches, 
and a fine caufey leading to it. Here is a neat church, a free fchool and an 
alms-houfe, both founded by Sir Wil l iam Laxton, lord mayor of London, and 
fupported by the Grocers company of that city. Here is a charity fchool for 
thirty boys, and another for twelve g ir ls ; and here alfo is another alms-houfe, 
built by one Nicholas Latham. 

R O C K I N G H A M is fituated on the river Welland, at the diftance of 83 miles 
from London. Here is a charity fchool for twelve boys ; and upon a hill in a 
foreft, called Rockingham Foreft, there was formerly a caftle, built by Wil l iam 
the Conqueror. This foreft, in the time of the ancient Britons, extended almoft 
from the Welland to the Nen, and was famous for iron works. Its extent, ac-
cording to a lurvey in 1641, was fourteen miles in length, and five miles in 
breadth, but now it is broken into fmall parcels, and divided into three bailiwicks. 
In feveral of its woods a great quantity of charcoal is made of the tops of trees, 
of which many waggon-loads are fent every year to Peterborough. 

R O T H W E L L , or R O W E L L , ftands at the diftance of 69 miles from London, on 
the fide of a rocky hill, whence it is plentifully fupplied with fprings of pure wa-
ter. It is a pretty good town, with a great horfe fair, and a fine market-houfe, 
confifting of a fquare building of afhler ftone, adorned with the arms of moil of 
the nobility and gentry of the county, carved under the corniih on the out-fide, 
the contrivance of Sir Lewis Tireiham. 

T H R A P S T O N is a corruption of the original name Thorpfton, and ftands at the 
diftance of 65 miles from London, in a pleafant valley, upon the river Nen, over 
which it has a fine bridge. T h e water, air, and foil of this place are fo good, 
that there can fearce be a more eligible retreat for thofe who chufe a country life. 

T h e 
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T h e river Nen having been made navigable to this town by adt of parliament, 
boats came up to it for the firft time in November 1737. 

North-weft of Thrapfton is Drayton-Houfe, a feat belonging to the earl of 

Peterborough. 

T O W C E S T E R , or T O S S C E T T E R , probably took its name from cefter, a fort or 
town, and a fmall ftream on which it ftands, called the T o v e , and fometimes the 
Wedon, which almoft furrounds it, and over which it has three bridges. It is 
61 miles diftant from London, and is a handfome populous town, of confider-
able antiquity, in the great road from London to Chefter, with good inns. T h e 
inhabitants of this place are all employed in the manufactures of lace and filk 
and here are annual horfe races. 

A t Efton Nefton, near this town, is a villa belonging to the earl of Pomfret, 
defigned by the famous Inigo Jones, where there was a magnificent collection of 
Greek, Roman, and /Egyptian ftatues of white marble, being the moil orna-
mental part of the Marmora Aron&eliana, which was lately prefented by the coun-
tefs dowager of Pomfret to the univerfity of Oxford. 

W E L L I N G B O R O U G H is thought to have taken its name from the great number 
of wells and fprings in and near it. It ftands at the diftance of 65 miles from 
London, on the fouth fide of a hill, about a quarter of a mile from the river Nen. 
It is a large, populous, trading town, and has a handfome church, and a charity 
fchool for forty children, who are maintained, cloathed, and taught to read and 
write. A s this town ftands in a great corn country, its chief trade is in corn. It 
has a confiderable manufacture of lace, which, it is faid, returns fifty pound* 
a-week into the town, one week with another. 

A t Burleigh, on the confines of this county, about one mile from Stamford., in 
Lincolnihire, the earl of Exeter has a rnoft magnificent feat, called Burleigh 
Houfe. It has the appearance rather of a town than a houfe : its towers and pin-
nacles look like thofe of churches, and a large fpire covered with lead, rifes like 
that of a cathedral, over the clock, in the center: there is an uninterrupted prof-
pe£t from it for near thirty miles, over Stamford into the fens of Lincolnihire. 
In the great hall there is a fine portrait of one of the earls of Exeter, done in Italy; 
and here is fo excellent a painting of Seneca bleeding to death, that it is faid the 
late French king offered 6000 piftoles for it. There are alfo feveral other very 
fine paintings in this houfe, by the celebrated Verrio. 

C U R I O S I T I E S . 

One of the principal curiofities in this county is a well at Oundle, in which, it A n c x t v a 0 ] 

is faid, is fometimes heard a noife like the beat of a drum, which the people in nary well, 
the neighbourhood regard as a prefage of fome great calamity. 

Wellingborough is celebrated for medicinal waters-, and queen Mary, wife toMed.-inal 
king Charles the Firft, is faid to have continued many weeks in this town, by fPrinjS. 

V O L . II. R the 
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the advice of her phyficians, to drink them. Aftrop wells, on the borders of O x -

fordihire, were once much recommended in fcorbutic and afthmatic cafes. 

A petrifying Not far from Broughton, near Kettering, there is a petrifying wel l , from, 
well. * whence afcull, perfe&ly petrified, was in the laft century brought.to Sidney col-

lege in Cambridge, where it is itiil preferved. 

Aftroites. A t Culworth, not far from Brackley, and in the neighbourhood, are found the-
ailroites, or ilar-itones, in great abundance. 

A remarkable ^ O x e n d o n , n e a r Kettering, there is a remarkable echo, formed by the tower 
echo. " ^ of a church, thai will repeat twelve or thirteen fyllabies very diilinftly. 

T w o great 
fires. 

On the third of September 1675, a fire happened at Northampton, by which 
the greateft part of the town was burnt down j and another fire broke out at Wel-
lingborough, in July 1738, which, in fix hours time, confumed above S'oo houfes.. 

A N T I Q U I T I E S . 

Ancient inha- This county, in the time of the Romans, was part of the territory inhabited by 
bitants. Coritani, of whom mention has been made already in the account of Derby-

fhire; and under the Saxons it belonged to the kingdom of Mercia. 

Roman and 
other anti-
quities. 

Towcefter is fuppofed to have been the Tripontium of Antoninus. It has at 
this day three bridges over three ftreams, into which the little river it ftands upon 
is here divided. Many Roman coins have, at different times, been dug up in this 
place; and the military way, called Watling Street, runs through it, and may be 
traced in many parts between this town and Stony Stratford in Buckinghamfhire. 

A t Daventry Roman coins have often been dug u p ; and upon Borough-hill, 
about half a mile from this town, are ftill to be feen the ruins of an old Roman 
fortification, three miles in compafs. T h e Roman military way, called Watlino-
Street, runs through this town in its courfe to Warwickihire. 

Weedon on the Street, fouth-eail of Daventry, was the ancient Bannavenna 
mentioned by Antoninus, and a military way goes dire£tly by it. 

Caerdyke, or, as it is commonly called, Cordyke, near Peterborough, is an 
ancient trench of the Romans, a great work for draining the fens, and facilitating 
commerce in thefe parts, its dimenfions being fufficient to render it navigable. 

There is a Roman road, called, from its breadth, Forty-foot-way, which be-
gins at Peterborough, and paifes by Burleigh park-wall, into Stamford in L i n -
colnihire. 

Cailor, about three miles from Peterborough, is fuppofed to have been part o f 
the ancient city called by the Romans Durobrivae, and by the Saxons Dorman-
ceiler : it extended anciently on born fides of the river Nen, though the remains, 
of it, now called Cailor, are on the northfide only of that river. Checquered 
pavements, Roman copper coins, urns, bricks and tyles, have been found here. 

A n d 
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And on a hill, upon which a church now ftands, there was anciently a caftle, the 
feat of the Roman governor. 

A t Guilefborough, north-weft of Northampton, there are the traces of a Roman 
camp, the fituation of which is the more remarkable, as it is between the Nen 
and the Avon, a river of Warwickihire, the only pafs from the north to the fouth 
parts of England not intercepted by any river. This camp was fecured only by a 
fingle intrenchrnent, but that was very broad and deep. 

A t Chefter, near Wellingborough, there are the traces of a Roman camp, of 
near twenty acres, inclofed with a ftrong ftone wall. In the area of this camp there 
have been found Roman pavements, coins, bricks, and other remains of antiquity. 

Lylborn, near Daventry, is fuppofed to have been a Roman ftation, by its 
fituation on the Watling-ftreet, and by Roman pavements, trenches, ruins of 
wails and houfes, and military mounts of various dimenfions, at or near this place, 
but more efpecialiy from the traces of a fort, at a mount called the Round-hill! 
Upon digging a barrow here, there were found fome coals, from whence fome 
have concluded that the barrow was raifed for a boundary, upon the authority of 
fome ancient writers, who mention fuch a cuftom. 

Within half a mile of the town of Northampton, there is one of the croiFes 
eredted by king Edward the Firft, in memory of his queen Eleanor, whofe corpfe 
was refted here in its way to Weftminfter: and at a fmall diftance to the north of 
this crofs, feveral Roman coins have been dug up. 

Fotheringhay Caftle, near Oundle, is a very ancient building, where king 
Richard the Third was born, and Mary queen of Scots beheaded. ° & 

About four miles fouth-weft of Towcefter, there are fome old fortifications 
called Caftle-dykes, which take up near eleven acres of ground 5 and on the 
higheft part of the ground have been found the ruins of a fortrefs. In fearchino-
among the ftones, two rooms were difcovered, of which one had ftone walls and 
an arched roof, but from the other iffued a ftench like that of pirtrified carcaffes 
which prevented any farther examination. 

A t Mill-cotton, not far from Higham Ferrers, there are the remains of a Roman 
encampment ^ and in the neighbouring fields Roman coins and urns have been 
dug up. 

In a field near Whitton, about three miles from Daventry, old foundations of 
houfes have been dug up, and great numbers of Roman coins, which the people 
here call Danes Money. T h e Roman Watling-ftreet runs near this town. 

A t Cogenhoo, upon the river Nen, not far from Northampton, a family urn 
and feveral Roman coins, have been dug up. ' 

A t Chipping-Warden, not far from Daventry, there are the remains o^ a ram-
part of earth, which is fuppofed to have been a fence raifed by the Romans, from 
its form, arid from the great number of Roman coins duo- up here 

R 2. In, 
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In a field in the neighbourhood of Woodford, near Daventry, there are manr-
feft tokens of Roman buildings, fuch as dice-like bricks, engraven tyles, and 
fome years ago a Roman urn was turned up here by the plough. 

A t Charlton, near Brackley, there is a fortification called Rainiborough, which 
is ilippofed to have been a Daniih camp. 

" E C C L E S I A S T I C A L A N T I Q ^ U I T I E S. 

A t Peterborough, Peada king of the Mercians began to build an abbey, in 655, 
which was finiftied by Wolfere and Ethelred his brethren, and Kinnebtirga and 
Kinnefwitha his fillers. It was dedicated to St. Peter, and after it had flouriihed 
about two hundred years, was deilroyed by the Danes in 870, and lay in ruins till 
970, when Ethelwold biihop of Wincheiler, aififted by king Edgar, and his chan-
cellor Adulf , rebuilt it in a more ilately and magnificent manner. T h e abbats 
were called to parliament in the time of Henry the Third, and had the honour of 
the mitre in 1400 : there were about forty monks in it of the Benedi<5line order, 
about the time of the dilfolution, when it was converted into a cathedral. T h e 
revenues of the abbey were then valued at 1721I. 14 s. per annum ; and the 
biihopric is now charged in the king's books at 4141. 17 s. 8 d. per annum. 

A fpittel, or hofpital for leprous perfons, dependant on the abbey, occurs as 
early as the time of king Stephen. 

Benedift, abbat of Peterborough, about the year 1180, founded an hofpital at 
the gate of the abbey, dedicated to St. Thomas Becket. 

A t Cailor there was a monaftery, founded about the middle of the feventh cen-
tury, and deilroyed by the Danes in 1010. 

St. Werburgha, about the year 680, turned the royal palace at Weedon on the 
Street to a monaftery or nunnery. H o w long this houfe continued is uncertain, 
but foon after the Conqueft, Roger de Thebovil having given a moiety of the ma-
nor of this town to the convent of Bee in Normandy, here was erefted an alien 
priory, which was given by king Henry the Sixth as part of the endowment of 
Eaton college. 

Bricclefworth, Bredon, Wermundfey, Repingas, and Wockingas, were all fo 
many daughter abbies, that had their rife from the abbey of Peterborough, and 
were cells to it, or dependents upon it, about the year 690, and are fuppofed to 
have been near Peterborough, though the particular fituations of them are not 
known. They were all deilroyed by the Danes in -870, and never reilcred. 

A t Oundle there was a monaftery before the year 7 1 1 , generally thought to 
have been founded by Wilfrid archbiihop of Y o r k : it afterwards became a cell 
to the abbey of Peterborough. 

In the churchyard of this place there was an alms-houfe, founded by Robert 
Viate, in 1485. 

A t 
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A t Peakirk, fouthweft of Peterborough, St. Pega, in 714, fettled herfelf in a 
cell, which was afterwards improved into a monaftery, dedicated to the Trinity, 
and endowed by Edmund Atheling. It fuffered very much from the Danes in 
870, and was deftroyed in 1013. 

A t Dean, about three miles from Rockingham, there was an ancient priory be-
fore the Conqueft, which was a cell to the abbey of Weftminfter, and was fup-
preifed foon after the Conqueft. 

A t Little Billing, near Northampton, was a priory built by William the Con-
queror, and dedicated to St. Auguftine. It was a cell to the priory of St. Andrew 
at Northampton. 

• * 

In 1084, a priory in Northampton, dedicated to St. Andrew, was repaired, 
endowed, replenifhed with Cluniac monks, and made fubordinate to the foreign 
abbey of St. Mary de Caritate, by Simon Seinliz, the firft earl of Huntington, 
and Maud his wife. This houfe was made denifon the fixth of Henry the Fourth, 
and appeared, at the diffolution, to have been endowed with 263 1. 7 s. 1 d. per 
annum. 

In the weft part of this town, William Peverell, natural fon to William the 
Conqueror, before the year 1112 , built an abbey of Black canons, dedicated to 
St. James, which was valued, upon the diffolution, at 175 1. 8 s. 2 d. per annum. 

Here was an hofpital for pgor and infirm perfons, founded about the year 1137 , 
by Walter, archdeacon of Northampton, dedicated to St. John Baptift, and rated' 
on the luppreffion, at 251. 6 s. 2 d. per annum. 

Without the walls of this town, there was the abbey de la Pre, for Cluniac 
nuns, founded in the time of king Stephen, by Simon Seinliz, fecond earl of 
Northampton, and dedicated to St. Mary. A t the time of the fupprefTion 
here were ten nuns, who were endowed with 119 1. 9 s. 7 d. per annum. 

T h e friars minors, in 1224, hired an habitation in the parifh of St. Giles, in 
this town, but fixed afterwards northward of the market-place, upon ground 
given them by the town. This houfe was valued, upon the luppreffion, at 61. 
13 s. 4 d. per annum. 

On the fouth fide of the town there was an hofpital, dedicated to St. Leonard7 

for a mafter and leprous brethren, before the year 1240. It was valued, upon 
the diffolution, at 101 .per annum. 

In the horfe-market in this town, there was a priory of friars preachers, before 
the year 1240, to which John Dabyngton was either a founder or a confiderable be-
nefactor, and which, upon the diffolution, was valued at 5 1. 7 s. 10 d. per annum. 

Here was a priory of White friars, founded by Simon Montfort and Thomas 
Chitwood in 1271, and valued, on the diffolution, at 101. 10 s. per annum. 

In 
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In Brigg-ftreet, near the fouth gate in this town, John Longvi le , in 1322, 
gave a meffuage, with the appurtenances, on which to build a chapel and priory 
for friars Auguftines. 

A n hofpital, near the weft gate of this town, was founded about the year 1450 
b y the citizens. 

T h e college of A l l Saints here was valued, upon the diiTolution, at 21. 
13 s. 4 d. per annum. 

In the time of Wil l iam the Conqueror, H u g h de Anaf , or de Chacomb, found-
ed at Chalcomb, weft of Brackley, a priory of Black canons, dedicated to St. Pe-
ter and St. P a u l ; the yearly revenues of which, upon the fuppreiiion, were rated 
at 83 1. 18 s. 9 d. 

In the church of Prefton Capes, near Daventiy, H u g h de Leicefter, iherifT o f 
the county, about the end of the Conqueror's reign, placed four Cluniac monks, 
who labouring under great want of water, and being under other inconveniencies, 
were in a few years removed to the town of Daventry, where the lame Huo-h', 
near the pariili church, built a priory dedicated to St. Auguft ine, the monk iub-
ordinate to the foreign abbey of St. Mary de Caritate. It was diffolved by cardi-
nal Wolfey, when its revenues were valued at 236 1. 7 s. 6 d .per annum. 

A t Luffield, a village partly in Buckinghamfhire and partly in Northampton-
ihire, a Benedi&ine priory was founded by R o b rt Boii'u earl of Leicefter, in the 
time of k ing Henry the Firft, and dedicated to the Virgin Mary. It was fup-
preifed in the year 1494, and its revenues annexed to the abbey of Weftminfter/ 

A t a place called Wolthrop, not far from Oundle, there appears to have been 
a fmall Benediftine nunnery, dedicated to St. Mary, as early as the reign of k ing 
Henry the Firft. 

A t Weedon-Pinkney, on the weft fide of Towcefter, there was a Benedidine 
priory, dedicated to St. Mary, which was a cell to St. Lucian, near Beauvois in 
France, as early as the reign of Henry the Firft. 

A t Fotheringhay there was anciently a nunnery, the nuns of which were tranf-
lated to De la Pre near Northampton. 

K i n g Henry the Fourth, in 1 4 1 1 , began in this town a noble college, dedi-
cated to the Virgin Mary and A l l Saints, for a mafter, twelve chaplains or fel-
lows, eight clerks, and thirteen chorifters. A t the diiTolution it was feized of 
lands to the yearly value of 499 1. 15 s. 9 d. 

A t Dingley, near Rothwell, there was apreceptory belonging to the knio-hts o f 
f ' o t Je™ialem, which had lands belonging to it that were valued? upon 
the diiTolution, at 108 1. 13 s. 5 d. per annum. 

A t 
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A t Pipewell, near Roth well, William de Boutevylein founded, in 1143, an abbey 

for Ciftertian monks, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, which had yearly revenues 
on the fuppreffion, valued at 2861. 11 s. 8 d. 

Robert, earl of Leicefter, about the year 115 - -, gave ground in the town of 
Brackley to build an hofpital on, which was endowed by Robert his fon and de-
dicated to St. John the Evangelia. It confifted of a mailer or prior, and fecular 
brethren ; and in 1484, was united to St. Mary Magdalen's college in Oxford. 

Here was an hofpital founded before the year 1291, dedicated to St. Leonard, 

William de Wideville, in n 55, gave the church of Sulby, not far from North-
ampton, with iome lands adjacent, to Robert de Querceto, biihop of Lincoln 
to found an abbey of the Premonftratenfian order. It was dedicated to the Vir-
gin Mary, and valued upon the diffolution at 258 1. 8 s. 5 d. per annum. 

A place called Keyland, in the pariih of Cotteibrook, near Sulby, was o-iven 
to the abbat and convent of that place, by William Buttevillan ; and here was a 
cell of Premonftratenfian canons, dedicated to St. John. 

A t a place formerly called Sewardeiley, Robert de Leftre, in the time of kino-
Henry the Second, built a priory for Ciftertian nuns, dedicated to the Virgin 
Mary. A little time before the diffolution, here were four religious, whofe 
yearly income was valued but at 12 1. 6 s. 7 d. 

On the borders of Lincolnihire, and the fouth-eaft fide of Stamford, in that 
county, William de Watervile, abbat of Peterborough, in the time of kino- Henry 
the Second, built a Benedictine nunnery, dedicated to the Virgin Mary &and St 
Michael. This houfe was fubordinate to the abbey of Peterborough, and was 
endowed upon the fuppreffion with yearly revenues to the amount of 651. 19 s. 9d. 

On the iouth xide or the 01 id,..^ at Stamford, but in this county, ftood an an-
cient free chapel or hofpital, dedicated to St. John and St. Thomas the Martyr 
confifting of a mailer and brethren, founded about the end of kino- Henry the' 
Second's reign, by Richard de Humet, Betram de Verdun Syward^ or Brandon 
de Foffato. 

. A t A Y n o > i n a n angle of the county next to Oxfordihire, there was an hof-
pital dedicated to St. John and St. James, founded or endowed by Roo-er the 
fon of Richard, and his fon, Robert, in the time of Henry the Second, and united 
to Magdalen College in Oxford, in the year 1484. 

A t Rothwell there was a fmall priory for three or four nuns, dedicated to St 
John the Baptift, and valued upon the fuppreffion at 5I. 19 s. 8 d. per annum. 

A t Catefby, fouth-weft of Daventry, Robert, the fon of Philip de Effeby as 
early as the time of king Richard the Firft, built a priory of Benedictine nuns 
dedicated to St. Mary and St. Edmund. A t the diffolution here were ten r e l i -
gious, who had revenues to the amount of 132 1. 10 s.. u d . per annum. 
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At Afhby Canons, near Daventry, there was a priory of Black canons, dedi-

cated to the Virgin Mary, before the reign of king John: it is uncertain who 
the founder was; but about the time of the diiTolution, here were thirteen reli-
gious, endowed with 1191. o s. 4 d. per annum. 

At Kingsthorp, near Northampton, Walter, the prior, and the convent of 
St. Andrew's in the town of Northampton, in the year 1200, eredted an hofpital 
for the reception of pilgrims, and poor indigent and fickly perfons, to be taken 
care of by a procurator, two chaplains, and fix lay brothers. There were two 
chapels in this houfe, one dedicated to the Trinity, the other to St. David. It 
was valued upon the diiTolution at 32 1. 4 s. 2d . per annum. 

At Finfhead, near Oundle, there was a priory of Black canons, founded by-
Richard Engain, about the beginning of the reign of king John, and dedicated 

to the Virgin Mary. It was valued upon the diiTolution at 561. 10 s. 11 d. •per 
annum. 

The manor of Everton, near Daventry, was before the year 121 7, given to 
the abbey of Bernay in Normandy ; and here was for Tome time an alien priory. 

j At Cotes, near Rockingham, mention is made of an houfe for leprous perfons. 
V • 'i* . 

At Armeiton, near Oundle, Ralph de Trublevile, and Alice, his wife, founded 
an hofpital, with a chapel, before the year 12 31, dedicated to St. John Baptift. 

At Towcefter there was an hofpital, dedicated to St. Leonard, before the year 
1240. 

Here was a college or chantry, founded in the time of king Henry the Fourth, 
by William Sponne, D. D. and re&or of this place, which, upon the diiTolution, 
was valued at 19 1. 6 s. 8 d. per annum. 

At Oxney, near Peterborough, there was a priory of Benedittine monks, dedi-
cated to the Virgin Mary, before the time of king Edward the Firft. It was a 
cell to Peterborough. 

At Wittering, not far from Oundle, there was a priory in the year 1308. 

In the parifh church of St. Peter at Luff-wick, north-weft of Thrapfton, there 
was a college of fecular prieils, or rather a chantry, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, 
before the time of king Edward the Second. 

At Barnack, in this county, near Stamford in Lincolnfhire, there was an an- 1 
cient college, of which there is no particular account. 

At Cotterftock, on the north fide of Oundle, there is a church dedicated to St. 
Andrew, where John Gifford, canon of York, about the year 1336, founded a 
college or large chantry, confifting of a provoft, twelve chaplains, and two clerks. 

5 At 
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At Artleborongh, near Higham Ferrers, on the other fide the river Nen, there 

is a church, in which John Pyel, in the time of Edward the Third, began, and 
after his deceafe his executrix, in the time of Richard the Second, perfeâed a 
college for fix fecular canons or prebendaries, and four clerks. This collegiate 
church was endowed at the diffolution with yearly revenues to the amount of 
job. 16s. iod . 

At Higham Ferrers, Henry Chichele, archbifhop of Canterbury, in the lait year 
of the reign of Henry the Fifth, founded a college for eight fecular chaplains or 
canons, four clerks, and fix chorifters. It was dedicated to the Virgin Mary, 
St. Thomas of Canterbury, and St. Edward the ConfeiTor j and its revenues were 
valued upon the diifolution at 156 1. 2 s. 7 d. per annum. 

• 

M E M B E R S of P A R L I A M E N T for this C O U N T Y . 
• 

This county fends nine members to parliament -, two knights of the ihire for 
the county, two citizens for Peterborough, two burgeiTes for each of the boroughs 
of Northampton and Brackley, and one fojç Higham Ferrers, 
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N O R T H U M B E R L A N D . 

N A M E. 

NO R T H U M B E R L A N D is the old Sa X 0n name of this county, written 

Nopban-pumben-lont, and fignifies the Land or country north of the river 
Humber; a diftna.which, under the Saxon Heptarchy, was a diftinft kingdom 
and comprehended not only the county now called Northumberland, but York-
fture, Durham, Lancafhire, Weftmoreland and Cumberland. 
B O U N D A R I E S , F I G U R E , E X T E N T and S I T U A T I O N , 

Northumberland, as now circupfcribed, is divided from Durham on the fouth 
S T n ™ ^ Tyne,*from Scotland on the north and weft by the river 
¿ l , e e d ; t h e Cheviot-hills, and other mountains : it is bounded by part of Cum-
berland on thefouth-weft and by the German ocean on the Its General 

to fou'th abouf f t H e f l d en ° f W h i f a r e U n ^ u a L m e a I b r e s 

fer nee F l t V l ' w ^ t 0 4 ° m i i e s> a n d i s ^ o miles in circum-
S l S 0 ^ t o w n n e a r t h e m i d d l e o f t h e c o u n * i s m ^ r n • j 
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D R I V E R S . 

This county is exceedingly well watered, with fine rivers, the chief of which 
are the two Tynes, the Tweed, and the Coquet. The Tynes run through a great 
part of this county; one is called the North Tyne, and the other the South 
Tyne; and they rife at a great diftance one from another. The South Tyne rifes 
near Alfton-moor, in the north-eaft part of Cumberland, and running north-weft 
to Fetherfton-haugh, near Haltwefel, a market town of this county, there forms 
an angle, bending its courfe eaftward, and after being joined by two fmall rivers, 
called&the Eaft and Weft Alon, joins the North Tyne near Hexham, another mar-
ket town. The North Tyne rifes in a mountain called Tyne-head, upon the bor-
ders of Scotland, and running fouth-eaft, receives a fmall river called the Shele; 
then continuing the fame courfe, it is joined by a confiderable ftream called the 
Read, not far from Ellefdon, and joining the South Tyne, they both flow in one 
full ftream to the German ocean, into which they fall at Tinmouth, nine miles 
from Newcaftle, a borough town in this county. 

The Tweed rifes in Scotland, and running northeaft, is joined by the Bowbent, 
the Bramiih, the Till, and other lefs confiderable ftreams, and parting England 
from Scotland, falls into the German ocean at Berwick, a borough town of this 
county. 

The Coquet rifes upon the borders of Scotland, a fmall diftance north of the 
fprino- of the Read and running eaftward, and being joined by feveral ftreams, 
paffes by Rothbury, a market town of this county, and falls into the German 
ocean about fifteen miles eaft of that town. 

A I R , S O I L , and N A T U R A L P R O D U C T I O N S . 

The air of this county is not fo cold as might be imagined from its northern 
fituation for, as it lies in the narroweft part of England, and between the Ger-
man and'lriih feas, it has the fame advantage over inland countries in the fame de-
crees of latitude, that the iiland of Britain has over other countries on the conti-
nent, in the fame climate, that of being warmed by the vapours from the fea ; 
this is the reafon why fnow feldom lies long in this county, except on the tops of 
hio-h mountains; the air is alfo more healthy than might be expe&ed in a county 
borderino- on the feas, as appears by the good health and longevity of the inhabi-
tants : this advantage is attributed to the foil of the coaft, which being fandy and 
rocky, emits no fuch noxious and noifome vapours, as conftantly rife from mud 
and ouze. 

The foil is different in different parts; that on the fea coaft, if well cultivated, 
yields o-reat abundance of good wheat and other grain, and along the banks of the 
rivers,^particularly the Tyne,. there are large and rich meadows but the weftern 
parts are generally barren, confifting chiefly of a heathy and mountainous country, 
which however affords good pafture for flieep. 

On the tops of fome of the mountains in this county, efpecially thofe tra&s in 
the weftern parts of it, called Tyndale and Readfdale, from their fituation along the 
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the courfes of the rivers Tyne and Read, there are fome bogs that are impaffible 
without the help of horfes, which the inhabitants train up for that purpofe, and 
are therefore called Bog-trotters. 

The rivers here afford great plenty of fife, particularly falmon and trout. The 
ords of the adjacent manors have the property of the fiihery, which is farmed 

byfifhermen, who dry the far greateft part of what they catch, and barrel and 
tranfport them beyond fea. Northumberland abounds more with coal efpeciallv 
about Newcaille, than any other county in England. This coal is as properly pit-
coal as any other, but is called fea-coal, becaufe it is brought by fea to all parts of 
Great Britain, as well as to France, Flanders, and other countries • the trade of 
this county in coal, therefore, is very great, London alone confuming near 
700,000 chaldrons in one year. Here are alfo lead mines, and great pl?ntv of 
timber. . 7 

M A N U F A C T U R E S . 

It does not appear that Northumberland is remarkable for any particular ma-
nufa&ure. 

C I V I L and E C C L E S I A S T I C A L D I V I S I O N S . 

This 
county, like Cumberland, is divided into wards, of which there are fix 

and contains eleven market towns : it lies in the province of York, and diocefe of 
Durham, and has forty-fix parifhes. 

M A R K E T T O W N S . 

The market towns are Alnewick, Beleford, Berwick, Ellefdon, Haltwefel, Hex-
ham, Learmouth, Morpeth, Newcaille, Rothbury, andWoller. 

A L N E W I C K , commonly called A N W I C K , took its name from a fmall river called 
the Alne, upon which it ftands, at the diftance of 310 miles from London, in the 
road to Berwick. Here is a good old caille, where the affizes are fometimes held. 

. . . • ¿¿jra. ¡K||'H| 
B E L E F O R D is diftant 327 miles from London, and is a fmall obfcure town, that 

contains nothing worthy of notice. 

B E R W I C K , or. B A R W I C K , according to fome, was originally called Aber-wick. 
which, in the ancient Britiih language, is laid to figniïy a Fort at the mouth of a 
river. According to others, the Saxons called this town Beojinica-pic, that is, 
the town of the Bernicians, becaufe this part of the country was anciently called Ber-' 
nicia -, but it feems more probable that it was called Berwica, a name fignifyino- a 
Com Farm, there being great plenty of grain in the country round it. 

Berwick is thé moil northerly town in England, and is diftant 339 miles from Lon-
don : it formerly belonged to Scotland, and was the chief town of a county in that 
kingdom ftill called Berwickihire, and was one of four towns where the royal boroughs 
of Scotland held their convention. It was firft taken from the Scots by king Edward 
the Firft, and has been feverai times taken and retaken by both nations; but it 

3 has 
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.has continued in poffeffion of the Engliih ever fince the reign of king Edward the 
Fourth : its language and laws, however,, are a mixture of Scots and Engliih^ It-
had feveral charters, fome as ancient as king Henry the Fifth, but was incor-
porated by king James the Firft, and is governed by a mayor, recorder, four 
bailiffs, and a common council, and is both a town and county of itfelf. 

Berwick was fortified with a caftle, which is now in ruins, and a wall built by 
order of queen Elizabeth encompaffed it, except on the eaft and fouth-eaft fides, 
where it is waihed by the fea, and on the fouth-weft by the river Tweed. It is a 
large, well built, populous place, has a fine church, a good town-houfe, an ex-
change, and a beautiful bridge over the river Tweed, 300 yards long, confifting 
of fixteen arches, built by queen Elizabeth. This bridge leads to a luburb called 
Tweed-mouth, where there is another church: and between the town walls and 
the caftle there is another fuburb, called Caftle-gate. The harbour here is but 
mean, and navigable only to the bridge, which is within one mile and a half of the 
bar at the mouth of the river, though the tide- flows about four miles above the 
town. The bar is not low enough for any fhips that draw above twelve feet water,, 
nor is there any good ridings in the offings near it,. Here is a charity fchool. 

There is in this town a. confiderable manufa&ure of ftockings, and a great 
fiihery of falmon. 

E L L E S D O N ftands in the middle of the county, but contains nothing worthy OF 
notice-.. 

H A L T W E S E L is iltuated on the South Tyne, at the diftance of 257 miles irons 
London, and is a confiderable town, with good accommodations for travellers, 
between Carlifle in Cumberland, and Newcastle in this county. 

H E X H A M is 276 miles from London, and was the chief town of a divifion of 
this county, formerly called Hexhamfhire, which was a long time fubjeit to the 
bifhopric of York, and challenged the rights of a county palatine; but in the time 
of king Henry the Eighth, it became part of the crown lands, and was by ad of-
parliament, in the reign of queen Elizabeth, annexed to the county of Northum-
berland, and fubje&ed to the fame judicature; this, however, is only to be un-
derftood of civil matters, for- its ecclefiaftical jurifdidlion is not the fame with the 
reft of the county, it being ftill a peculiar belongi-ng to the archbiihop of York. 

This town is faid to have been formerly a very magnificent place : it was an epif-
copalfee, and is now a corporation, governed by a bailiff chofen annually. It is 
a well built town, and has an ancient church built by the Saxons, the weft part 
of which is de,molifhed; but the reft ftands entire; it is ftill: a very ftately ftruc-
ture, though it was much damaged in the civil' wars. 

L E A R M O U T H ftands upon the river Tweed, at the diftance- of 326 miles froro< 
London. It is a handfome town,, but contains nothing worthy of notice. 

M O R P E T H ftands upon a fmall river called the Wentibeck, at the diftance of 
292 miles from London; it is an ancient borough by preicription, governed by 
two bailiffs and feven aldermen; the two bailiffs are chofen out of four perfons 
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prefented by the free burgeffes to the lord of the manor's fteward, who holds a court 
here twice a-year. This town has a bridge over the Wentibeck, and had once a 
caftle, now in ruins. It is a poft town, and a great thoroughfare to the north 
has leveral good inns, and an elegant town-houfe, built by a late earl of Carlifle' 
Here is great plenty of all forts of fiih, and the moil confiderable market in Eng-
land for cattle, except Smithfield in London. ° 

, ^ . C A S T i - E £ a d i t s n a m e f r o m a c a f t l e built here by Robert, the eldeft fon 
or William the Conqueror. This town ftands upon the north bank of the river 
T /ne at the diftance of 276 miles from London. In the time of the Saxons ir 
was called Moncafter, or Monkchefter, and before the Norman conqueft was in 
ponefiion of the Scots, whofe kings fometimes refided here. It is a borough as 
ancient at lead as the time of king Richard the Second, who granted it the pri" 
vilege of having a fword carried before the mayor : king Henry the Sixth made 
it a town and county incorporate of itfelf, indépendant of Northumberland • and 
it is governed by a mayor, nineteen aldermen, a recorder, a iheriff, a town clerk 
a clerk of the chamber, two coroners, eight chamberlains, a fword-bearer, a water 
bailiff, and feven ferjeants at mace. 

This town, next to the city of York, is the handfomeft and W e f t in the 
north of England : it is extremely populous,, but the fituation of it, efpecially the 
moil bufy part of the town, towards the river, is very uneven, it being; built on 
the declivity of a fteep hill,.and the houfes very clofe together. The upper or 
north part of it inhabited by the genteeler fort of people, is much more pleafant, 
and has three level, well built, and fpacious ftreets. The town is encompaffed 
with a ftrong wall, in which are feven gates, and as many turrets, with divers 
cazemates, bomb proof: the caftle, which is ruinous, overlooks the whole town 
Here is a magnificent exchange, and a handfome manfionhoufe for the mayor be' 
fides fix churches or chapels. St. Nicholas, the mother church, is a curious fa-
bric, built in the manner of a cathedral, by David king of Scotland, with a fine 
ileeple of uncommon architecture. Here are alfo feveral meeting-houfes, and cha 
nty fchools for 300 children, a fine hall for the furgeons, and a large prifon, cal-
led Newgate: there is an hofpital for decayed freemen and their widows, and ano-
ther for three clergymen's widows and three merchants widows : Dr Thomlin 
prebendary of St. Paul's in London, gave a library of above 6000 valuable books 
to the corporation, and fettled a rent charge of five pounds a-year for ever fQr 
buying new books ; and Walter Blacket, Efq; has built a repofitory for them 
and fettled twenty-five pounds a-year for ever on a librarian. ' ' 

Here is a noble cuftom-houfe, and the fineft key in England, except that at 
Yarmouth -, alfo a ftately bridge over the Tyne, confifting of feven arches, which 
are very large. This bridge is built upon on both fides, and has a large o-ate~ 
houfe on it, with an iron gate to ihut it up : beyond this gate the liberties of 
Newcaille do not extend, for which reafon it has the arms of the town carved in 
itone on the weft fide of it, and thofe of the biiliop of Durham on the eaft ; and 
yet there is a fuburb of Newcaille, called Gatefide, fituated on the other fide of 
the river, in the biihopric of Durham. 

Here is a confiderable manufacture of hardware and wrought iron, many glafs-
houles and ihip-yards, where veffels for the coal trade are built in -great perfec-

tion, 
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tion The trade of this place in coal, exclufive of other traffic is fo great that 
it employs above 6oco keelmen, or coal lighter-men, who have formed themfelves 
into a friendly fociety, and, by their own contributions, built an hofpital tor luch 
of their fraternity as are difabled either by accident or age. This is a famous 
T>hcfc for orindftones ; but the fiih that is fold in London by the name of New-
s f i l e falmon, is taken in the Tweed, and fent to Sheals, a fmall port near the 
mouth of the Tyne, where it is pickled, and put on board veifels tor exporta-
tion. 

This town has the greateil public revenue in its own right, as a corporation,, 
of any town in England, it being computed at no lefs than 80001. a-year. 

The mouth of the river Tyne is defended by a caftle, called Tinmouth Caftle, 
about nine miles eaft from Newcaille, fituated on a very high rock, inacceffible 
on the fea fide, and well mounted with cannon. Here the river Tyne is not above 
feven feet deep at low water 5 and though the channel is good from hence to 
Newcaille yet a fand bank lies acrofs the mouth of it, called the Bar, with dan-
gerous rocks about it, called the Black Middins ; but to prevent ihips running 
on them by night, there are light-houfes fet up, and maintained by Trmity-houfe 
at Newcaille. Here is alfo another fort called Clifford's Fort, which was built in 
.j 672, and commands the mouth of the river. 

R O T H B U R Y is diftant 281 miles from London, and is only remarkable for a 
charity fchool, ereded for teaching 120 children. 

W O L L E R is fituated on the bank of the river Till, at the diftance of 327 miles 
from London. It is a fmall mean place, with a thatched church. 

C U R I O S I T I E S . 

T ! Cheviot One of the greateil curiofities in this county is that famous range of mountains 
Hills near Woller, upon the borders of Scotland, called the Cheviot-Hills. Thefe 

mountains are fo high, efpecially upon the north fide, that fnow may be feen in 
fome of their cliffs till Midfummer: they ferve as a land mark at fea; and one of 
them, which is much higher than the reft, looks at a diftance like the famous 
peak'of Teneriff, and may be plainly feen at the diftance of fixty miles. On the 
top of this mountain there is a fmooih pleafant plain, about half a mile in dia-
meter, with a large pond in the middle of it. 

r At Fennam, a little village in the pariili of Newcaille, fome coal pits have 
coal pus on ^ b u r n i n g f e v e r a l y e a r s . The flames are very vifible at night, and may be 

traced in the°day, by the fulphur on the ground. 

- , Dunftaburo-h Caftle, on the fea fide, north-eaft of Alnewick, is famous for ^ 
Fine fpars. p r o d u d n g f p a r S i l i k e t h o f e 0 f St. Vincent's rock, near the city of Bnftol, 

mentioned among the curiofities of Glocefterihire. 

, There is a marble chimney-piece in the hall of Chilling'ham Caftle, near Wol-
abk'relation ler, with part of a cavity, in which it is faid a toad was found alive, at the lawing 

of the flone. The other part of the ftone, which contains the other part of the 
cavity, 

: 
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cavity, anfwering the figure and dimenfions of a toad, is a chimney-piece in Nor-
ton Caftle, north of Woller. 

At Corbridge, a little to the eaft of Hexham, but on the other fide of the river, Bones 0f a 
fome human bones are faid to have been difcovered towards the end of the laft gigantic fize» 
century, o f fo prodigious a fize, that the fkeleton to which they belonged, muit 
have been feven yards high, the thigh bone meafuring .two yards. 

At Ailmouth, where the river Alne falls into the fea, there have been found 
bones, faid to be human, of as gigantic a fize as thofe at Corbridge ; but thefe 
were fo deep in the ground, that it is thought they have lain there ever fince the 
deluge. 

I n I743> t w o old men, the father and the fon, were fubpoenaed to an affize, F 
held at Newcaille, as witneffes from a neighbouring village ; the father was 135 nfrylSftances 
years of age, and his fon 95, both of them hearty, and retaining their fight and of longevi ty . 
hearing: and in 1744, one Adam Turnbull died in the town of Newcaille, aged 
112, who had had four wives, and was married to the lail when he was ifear 
100 years old. 

In the year 1532, a fiih was eaft aihore at Tinmouth, not of the whale kind, A monftrous. 
which meafured from head to tail, ninety feet, and from back to belly thirty- fiih. 
four feet the mouth was upwards of twenty-two feet long, with jaws propor-
tionable ; the ribs, which were thirty in number, meafured each twenty-one 
feet in length, and a foot and a half round : it had five very large throats, and 
twenty-five fmaller paffages, into three vail bellies: it had two fins, each of 
which was about fifteen feet long, and was a fufficient load for ten oxen; the 
eyes were not much larger than thofe of an ox, but placed at the diftance of two 
and twenty feet from each other. Inftead of teeth it had plates of a horney fub-
ftance, and a tongue about feven and twenty feet long : the tail,' which was 
forked, and indented like a faw, meafured fix and twenty feet in length. 

A N T I Q U I T I E S . 

. Northumberland, with fome of the adjoining counties in Scotland, was in the Ancient in-
time of the Romans inhabited by the Ottadini, or Ottatini, a people fuppofed to habitants." 
have been fo called from their fituation upon, or beyond the river Tyne; as the an-
cient Britons called the country on the weft of the river Conway, in the county of 
Caernarvon in Wales, by the name of Uch-Conway, and the country on the weft 
fide of the river Gyrrow, in Denbeighihire, by the name oiUcb-Gyrrow, and named 
feveral other particular diftrifts, from the river or mountain beyond which, with 
refped to them, fuch diftritts were fituated, it is probable, that they gave the 
name lick-Tin to the country bordering upon, or beyond, the Tyne ; and that from the 
Britifh name JJch-Tin, or Uch-Dyn, the Romans formed Ottatini, or Ottadini. 

But as it appears, that thofe Britons who in the time of the Romans dwelt near 
the Pitts Wall, of which an account has been given in the defcription of Cum-
berland, were all known by the general name of M#at<e, and it is thought that 
the Ottadini were a tribe or divifion of the Masatas, fome have conjedtured, that 
.inftead of Meat*, we ihould read Naata^ which name might be derived from 
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Naid, or Nawd, a word that in the ancient Britiih language fignifies a defence or' 
fecurity, as the wall upon which they bordered might be termed. Be that as it 
will, the Mfeatie were the people, who in that memorable revolt of the Britons 
againft the Romans, in which the Caledonians were brought into the confeder-
acy, firft took up arms. 

Some time afterwards, this county feems to have been part of Valentia, a name 
conferred by Theodofius on a large diilritt in the north part of the Roman pro-
vince, in honour of the emperor Yalentinian, after vanquifhing the Britons; but 
in the Saxon times, the country north of the Humber, and between that and Scot-
land, being eretted into a feparate kingdom, took the name of Northumberland. 

Roman anti-
The greateft part of the Pitts Wall, the boundary of the Roman province in. 

qaities. Britain, palling through this county, here are to be feen more numerous memo-
rials of funerals and battles, and other antiquities, than in any other county in 
Britain. 

Chefter, in the Pitts Wall, is thought to have been the Magna of the Romans, 
mentioned among the antiquities in the county of Cumberland, not only becaufe 
it ftands upon, and takes its name from the wall, but becaufe fome altars and 
infcriptions have been difcovered here, which prove its antiquity. 

Though Hunnum, mentioned by Antoninus, has left no traces of its name in 
thefe parts, yet the name of the Roman wing, called in the Notitia, Sabiniana,. 
which refided in it, has given fome ground for believing it to have been Seaven-
ihale upon the Pitts Wall, north-eaft of HaltwefeL 

Wahvick upon the Wall, eaft of Seavenihale, was the Gallana cf Antoninus, 

From an infcription upon a ftone dug up at Rifingham, upon the river Read*, 
near its confluence with the North Tyne, this place appears to have been the-
Habitaneum of Antoninus's Itinerary. 

Hexham, from its name, is thought to be the Alexodunum of the Romans. 
Pruddow Caftle, to the eaft of Hexham, is believed to be the ancient Propo-
litia. Pontiland, or Pont-Eland, fituated on a fmall river called the Pont, about 
fix miles north-weft of Newcaille, appears from its name to have been the Pons 
jElii where iElius Hadrianus built abridge. 

Old Winchefter, on the north fide of the Pitts Wall, about feven miles weft of 
Newcaille, is fuppofed to be the ancient Vindolana, where the fourth cohort of 
the Galli kept garrifon. 

Gateihead, a iuburb of Newcaille, through which the Pitts Wall paled, was 
the Gabrofentum mentioned in the Itinerary of Antoninus. 

Wall's End, about three miles eaft from Newcaille, thus named from its fitu-
ation _ at the extremity of the Pitts Wall, was the place called Yindobala in the 
Notitia, and Yindomora in the Itinerary of Antoninus. 

7 ' • Caer-
j . '' . ' 
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Caervarran near Morpeth, is thought to have been the ancient Glanoventa, 

iignirying the bank• of the river Went. 

The river Alne is the Alaunus mentioned by Ptolemy. Tinmouth, called by 
the Saxons 1 unnaceiter, was the Tunnocellum of the Romans. SeshilL on the 
fea coait, near Tinmouth, was the ancient Segedunum. 

Old Town, upon the river Alon, fouth-weft of Hexham, was the place called 
Alone by the Romans. r 

Corbridge, near Hexham, was the ancient Corftopitum, and probably the Curia 
Ottadinorum mentioned by Ptolemy. 

At Blenkenfop, near Haltwefel, a beautiful Roman itone altar was dug up not 
many years ago, with the following infcription : DEABVS N Y M P H I S V E T a 

M A N S V E T i E CLAVDIiE VRB. b N. H . L . Al - IVS. 

t Near Bfeakenfop was d u g "P another itone altar, infcribed as follows: D E O 
V I I I R I N E L I M E O - - ROV c P. L . M. 

At Chefter in the Wall, a itone was dug up, infcribed thus: PRO S A L V T F 
DESIDIENI^E - - - L I A N I P R / £ E T SVA S. POSVIT V O T - - - AO SO 
L V I T LIBENS. TVSCO E T BASSO COSS d. 

At the fame place was alfo dug up a itone altar, infcribed D E i £ SVRI7E SVR 
C A L P V R N I O AG ICOLA LEG. AVG. PR. PR A LICINIVS 
— L E M E N S PRMF. — III. A. IOR — — — _ _ 
Camden propofes to reitore the reading thus : Bea Suria, Sub Cahhurnio Arricola 
Legato Augujh Propratore, Licinius Clemens Prafeftus. ' 

At Houfeiteads, near Cheiter, there were dug up, about the clofe of the laft 
century, feveral Roman itone altars : one was infcribed thus : E T NVMTNTRVS 
AVG. COH. T. T V N G R O R . CVL PRiE E S T Q IVL. MAXIMVS PRJEF 
Another thus: NI - - VENO — RI G - - OFERSIONIS — ROMVLO 
A - I M A H I - - MANSVETI OSENI CIONI - R E VINCE OVARTIONTS 
p E SI PROCVRAVIT. D E L F VSRAVTIONIS. EX. G. 1 and a third 
beautiful and fair altar was infcribed as follows : I. O M T NVMTNTRV^ 
AVG. COHO. T . T V N G R O R V M MIL. CVL «B JEEST ' Q VFRIVS 
SVPERSTIS P R ^ F E C T V S . ' ^ 

On the weft fide of Houfeiteads there was difcovered, under a heap of rubbiih 
A iquare room, ftrongly vaulted at top, and paved with large fquare ftones and 
under this a lower room, the roof of which was fupported by rows of fquare ml 
lars, about half a yard high. * 

WH 
At Rochefter, upon the river Read, north-weft of Ellefdon, there was duo- up 

Roman itone altar, with the following infcription : D. M. CIV. L . F L I N G E N 

. P ' T ^ e t J u n i 0 r i b u s - h nuncupavit hoc Lucius Annius. 
.. A i w t libens m e m o . , d I n t h e y e „ r 2 ^ 
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M I ^ LEG. VTV. F. and another ftone altar, infcribed thus: D. R. S. D V P L . 
N. EXPLOR. BREMEN. ARAM. INSTITVERVNT n . EIVS C. CJEP 
CHARITINO TRIB. V. S. L. M. Camden reftores the reading of this infcrip-
tion as follows : Duplares Numeri Exploratorum Bremenii Aram injtituerunt Numini 
ejus C<epione Charitino Trihmo votum joherant Libentes Aderiio. 

Camden tells us, that the inhabitants of Rifingham had a tradition, that their 
town was a long time proteiled by a deity called Magon,, againft a certain Sol-
dan. That fuch an opinion once prevailed, appears from the infcriptions upon 
two ftone altars found here one of which was infcribed as follows: DEO MO-
GONTI CAD. E T N. DN. AVG. M. G. SECVNDINVS BF. COS. HABI-
TANC1 PRIMAS T A - - PRO SE E T SVIS POSVIT. 

Here were alfo found a great variety of other ftone altars* infcribed to different" 
deities, together with a long ftone table, curioufly engraven and infcribed as 
follows: NVMINIB. AVGVSTOR COH. ITTT. GAL. E FEC. hefides a. 
moil beautiful altar of the fame materials, with the following fair infcription r 

• F O R T V N i E COHTBATAVOR CVI PRiE EST MELACCINIVS M A R -
CELLVS PRIE. 

Near Aydon, about five miles weft of Hexham, a ftone was dug upv engraved 
'with the figure of a man lying on a bed, and infcribed as follows: NORICL 
AN. XXX. - - ESSOIRVS MAGNVS F R A T E R EIVS DVPL. ALJE. SA-
BINIANiE. M. MARIYS VELLI A LONGVS AQVIS HANC POSVIT 
V. S. L. M.. 

At Benwell, near Newcaftle, there were dug up feverai- urns with coins in 
them and one of the urns was depofited in the library at Durham, where, it 
ftill remains entire., 

An ancient Warkworth, near the mouth of the Coquet,, there is a hermitage cut out. 
hermitage, of a folid rock, confifting of a bed-chamber and kitchen, with a chapel and an. 

altar. 

.An "ncient ^ 15 t^iat: e v e r y o n e t a ^ e s u p his freedom in the town of Alnewick,. 
ruftom. is, by a clauie in the charter of that place, obliged to jump into a neighbouring 

bog,, in which fometimes a peribn will fink to the chin.. This cuftom is faid to. 
have been impofed by king John,,, who travelling this way,: and his horfe flicking 
fail in this very hole, took this method to punifti- the people of the town, for not 
keeping the road in better order., 

> 

^Ancient" ' Tin mouth is remarkable for the ftately ruins of a church, which belonged, to 
itTi-'am$' the priory of Benedi&ine monks ofl that place; and Bamburgh caftle, on the 

coaft, about fourteen miles fouth-eaft of Berwick; is an. ancient ruinous buildins.. D 

In a large trail of country fouth of the river Read, known therefore by the 
name of Readfdale, there are feverai great heaps of ftones called Lows, which the-
people in the neighbourhood believe to have been raifed as monuments of fome 
illuftrious perfons (lain in this place. Large ilo,ne pillars are alio eredled in fe-

ver a£ i 
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vera! parts here, in remembrance, as is fuppofed, of battles fought between the 
South and North Britons. 

E C C L E S I A S T I C A L A N T I Q^U I T I E S. 

In the year 635, king Ofwaid gave to St. Aidan Holyiiland, or as it was more 
anciently called, Landisfern, an iiland about three miles round, fituated fouth-eail 
of the mouth of the Tweed, upon which it was eredted into a biihop's fee, to-
gether with a chapter of an abbat and monks. The cathedral was dedicated to 
St. Peter, and continued till the year 875, when it was deferted for fear of the 
Danes. In 1082, it was given to the monaftery at Durham; and here was a 
cell of Benedi<5tine monks, fubordinate to Durham, which was valued upon the 
diiTolution, at 48 1. 18 s. 11 d. per annum. 

St. Wilfrid having obtained a grant of the town of Hexham from St. Ethel> 
dreda, queen to Ecgfrid, king of Northumberland, here were founded, about the 
year 674, a church and monaftery, dedicated to St. Andrew, of finer building 
than was ever before feen in Britain. Some years after this, upon a aivifion of 
the diocefe of the Northumbers, the fee of a new bifhop was placed here, where 
it continued till the year 82.1, when it was reunited to Landisfern. This place 
was afterwards given by king Henry the Firft, to the fee of York, upon which 
here were placed a prior and a convent of regular canons, of the order of St. 
Auguitine,. who were endowed at the diiTolution, when the religious confifted of 
about fourteen,, with 122 1., 11 s. i d . per annum. 

Here was an houfe for leprous perfons, as old as the time of king John, Its 
revenues on the fuppreffion, were valued only at four merks per annum. 

At Coquet Iiland, a fmall iiland oppofite to the mouth of the river Coquet, 
there was a cell of Benedictine monks, fubordinate to the monaftery at Tinmouth. 

At Tinmouth there was a monaftery,. fuppofed by fome to have been founded 
by Olwald, king of Northumberland, though others afcribe the foundation to 
king Ecgfrid. "The original church was dedicated to the Virgin Mary, till the 
relicks of king Ofwin were removed hither, a fhort time before the Norman 
Conqueft, when it was dedicated anew to Sr. Mary and king Ofwin, by Tofti, 
earl of Northumberland. It was a cell for Black monks, fubordinate to St. Al-
ban's Abbey in Hertfordihire, and had feparate revenues on the fuppreffion, to 
the amount of 3,97 1. 10 s. '5 d. per annum. 

' * 

Newcaftle is faid to bear iuch a relation to the monks, that before the Norman 
conqueft it was called Monkcefter, but there are no particular accounts of thefe 
old monks. Near this town there was a fmall Benedidine nunnery, as old as the 
time of William the Conqueror, which was dedicated to St. Bartholomew, and at 
the diiTolution had ten nuns in it, who had revenues to the amount of 3 61. os. 10 d.. 
per annum. 

Without the walls of this town there was a priory or hofpital of a mailer and 
brethren, dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen, and founded by king Henry the Firft. 

This: 

/ ' . . . ' - ' 
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This hofpital is ftill in being, and confifts of a mailer and three poor brethren, 
who have each of them 3 1. 6 s. per annum. 

Near the weft gate of this town there was an hofpital, dedicated to the Virgin 
Mary, as old as the time of king Henry the Third, confifting of a mailer and, fix 
brethren, who had revenues, upon the fuppreffion, to the amount of 2 61. 13 s. 4d . 
per annum. 

There was another hofpital in this town, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, fuppofed 
to have been founded in the time of king Henry the Firft, but enlarged and en-
dowed by one Aiielack, about the end of the reign of king Henry the Second. 
It was annexed to St. Mary of Weftgate. 

In the time of king Hemy the Third, here was a priory of brethren de poeniten-
tia Jefu Chrifti, fituated in a part of the town called Conftable Gerth. 

Between Newgate and Weftgate, in this town, there was a houfe of Black friars, | 
founded by Sir Peter Scot, and his fon Sir Nicholas, about the year 1260. 

Near Pandongate here flood a houfe of Grey friars, founded before the year 
1300. 

At Brenkhorn, near Rothbury, there was a priory of Black canons, founded in 
the time of king Henry the Firft, by Ofbert Colutarius, on a piece of ground, 
given by William Bertram : this houfe confifted of ten religious upon the fuppref-
lion, who had revenues to the amount of 68 1. 19 s. 1 d. per annum. 

King Henry the Firft having given the churches of St. Ofwald and St. Aidan 
in Bamburgh, on the coaft, fourteen miles fouth-eaft of Berwick, with their cha-
pels, to the priory of Nofthall, fouth-eaft of Wakefield, a market town of York-
ihire, fome regular canons of the order of St. Auftin were placed here, as a cell to 
that religious houfe, who were endowed, upon the fuppreffion, with 1161. 12 s. 
5 d. per annum. Here was an houfe of friars preachers, founded by king Henry 
the Second, in the latter part of his reign. Here was an hofpital dedicated to St. 
Mary Magdalen. 

In or near a place called South Berwick, near Berwick upon Tweed, David 
king of Scotland, who died in 1153, is faid to have founded a Benedi&ine nun-
nery. 

At Newminiler, near Morpeth, Ranulph de Merlay, and Julian his wife, in 
1138, built an abbey of Ciftertian monks, dedicated to the Virgin Mary. It 'had 
fifteen religious at the fuppreffion, and pofTeiTions of the yearly value of 100 1 
8 s. 1 d. 

At Alnewick there was an abbey of Premonftratenfian canons, founded by Eu~ 
ftace Fitz John, in 1147. It was dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and, at the fun- j, 
preffion, had thirteen canons, with a yearly revenue of 189I. 15 s. x 
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Here was an hofpital dedicated to St. Leonard, founded by the family of the 
Piercies, and annexed to the abbey in the fiftieth of Edward the Third. 

At Blanchland, on the borders of Durham, fouth-eaft of Hexham, Walter de 
Bole beck, in the year 1165, built a Premonftratenfian abbey, dedicated to the Vir-
gin Mary, in which were fourteen canons upon the diiTolution, when its yearly in-
come was taxed at 401. o s. 9 d. 

At Morpeth there was an hofpital for Tick perfons, to which William de Merlai 
gave a carucate of land. 

At Lambley upon the Tyne, fouth of Haltwefell, there was an abbey of Bene-
didtine nuns, founded either by king John or Adam de Tindale, and dedicated to 
St. Patrick. It had fix religious women in it about the time of the diiTolution, 
when its yearly revenues were accounted worth 5 1. 6 s. 8 d. ' - ' 

At Ovingham, upon the river Tyne, eaft of Hexham, there was a cell of three 
Black canons, belonging to Hexham, founded by Unfranvile, and valued 
upon the diiTolution, at 111. 2 s. 8 d. per annum. 

At Farn-ifland, one of feveral fmall iilands fouth-eaft of Holy-ifland, there was a 
priory of fix Benedidline monks, fubordinate to Durham, and valued, upon the 
diiTolution, at 12.1. 17 s. 8 d. per annum. 

At Holyftone, not far from Rothbury, there was a priory for feven or eight 
Benedictine nuns, whofe yearly revenues, upon the diiTolution, were valued only 
at 111. 5 s. 7 d. 

At Holm, near Alnewick, there was the firft houfe of* the Carmelite friars in 
England, about the year 1240. \ 

At Berwick Sir John Grey founded a houfe of White friars in 1270, 

Here was a houfe of friars preachers before the year 1291. 

An hofpital dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen, in this town, is mentioned in thé 
time of king Edward the Firft. 

The mailer and brethren of God's Houfe, in this town, are mentioned about 
the fécond year of Edward the Third, 

Here was an houfe of the order of the Trinity, which being deftroyed by An-
thony Bee, bifhop of Durham, William and Laurence Adton "built a houfe here 
of the fame order, and the religious were afterwards removed to Newcaille, near 
Pandon gate. It was called Walknoll, and was an hofpital for a mailer, a war-
den, and feveral brethren, of the order of St. Robert, or of the Holy Trinity, for 
the redemption of captives. It was dedicated to the Trinity, or, as others will 
have it, to St. Michael, 

AT 
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At Warkworth, near the mouth of the river Coquet, there was a cell of Bene-

-di&ine monks from Durham, founded by Nicholas de Farnham, biihop of Durham. • > 
At Carram, upon the Tweed, near Learmouth, there was an houfe of Black 

canons, which was a cell to the priory of Kirkham, nearMalton, a borough town 
of Yorkihire, as early as the time of king Edward the Firft. 

At Tweedfmouth there was an old hofpital, the mailerihip of which was in the 
biihop of Durham. 

M E M B E R S of P A R L I A M E N T for this C O U N T Y . 

This county fends eight members to parliament, two knights of the ihire for 
the county, and two burgefies for each of the following towns, Newcaftle, Mor-
peth, and Berwick upon Tweed. 

^^^^^^^^ ^ I 
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An Ancient Ruin in Nottingham Parle. 

-P. 152 

N O T T I N G H A M S H I R E . 

N A M E . . - i | I 

NO T T I N G H A M S H I R E takes its name from Nottingham the county 
town. 

B O U N D A R I E S , E X T E N T and S I T U A T I O N . 

This county is bounded by Yorkshire on the north, by Leiceiterfhire on the 
fouth, by Lincolnfhire on the eaft, and by Derbyihire on the weft. It extends in 
length, from north to fouth, about forty-three miles from eaft to weft about 
twenty-four miles; and is n o miles in circumference: Southwell, a market 
town, near the middle of the county, is diftant 114 miles north-north-weft from 
London. 

R I V E R S . 

The principal rivers in this county are the Trent , the Erwafh, and the Idle. 
The Trent rifes in the highlands of Staffordihire, and dividing Derbyihire from 
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Leicefterihire, runs from the fouth-weft to the north^eaft part of Nottinghamihire2. 
and being joined by many lefs confiderable rivers, enters Lincolnfhire, in the ac-
count of which county, the courfe of it has been already defcribed. The Erwafh. 
is a river of Derbyihire, and has been defcribed in the furvey of that county. 
The Idle, or Iddle, rifes near Mansfield, a market town, and running north-eaft, 
talis into the Dun, a river of Lincolnfhire, on the weft fide of the Ifle of Axholm. 

A I R , S O I L , and N A T U R A L P R O D U C T I O N S . 

The air of Nottinghamshire is reckoned as good as that of any county in Eng-
land ; but the different qualities of the foil, have divided the county under twa> 
denominations. The eaft fide, which is very fruitful in corn and pafture, is cal-
led the Clay : this divifion is fubdivrded into the North Clay and the South Clay r. 
and the weft part of the county, which is generally woody or barren, is called 
the Sand. 

There is a large foreft, called Shirwood Foreft, which comprehends almoft alii 
the weftern parts of this county, and contains feveral parks, towns, and feats. 
The officers of this foreft, in 1675, were a warden, his lieutenant and fteward, 
a bow-bearer, and a ranger, four verdurers, twelve regarders,. four agifters,. and-
twelve keepers or forefters, all under a chief forefter : befides thefe, there are fe-
veral woodwards for every townihip within the foreft, and one for every principal 
wood. 

The weftern parts, however, befides wood,, yield fome coal and lead. Here-
are alfo found marles of feveral forts, and a flone, not unlike alabafter,. but fofter,. 
which, when burnt, makes a plafter harder than that of Paris ; and this plaf-
ter the inhabitants of Nottinghamihire generally ufe for flooring. Other pro-
ductions of this county are liquorice, cattle, abundance of fowl, and frefh. water, 
fiih. 

M A N U F A C T U R E S . 

The principal manufactures are ftockings, glafs and earthen wares. The- in-
habitants alfo make great quantities of malt, and fine ftrong ale. 

C I V I L and E C C L E S I A S T I C A L D I V I S I O N S . 

This county is divided into eight hundreds, or rather fix wapentakes, and two 
liberties, and contains nine market towns, but no city. It lies in the province 
and diocefe of York, and has 168 parifhes. 

M A R K E T T O W N S . 

The market towns are Bingham, Blith, Mansfield, Newark, Nottingham, Red-
ford-Eaft, Southwell, Tuxford, and Workfop. 

B I N G H A M , diftant 108 miles from London, is a fmall town, with a charity 
School, and a parfonage of great valuer 
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B L I T H ftands upon the borders of Yorkfhire, at the diftance of 144 miles from 
London. It has a large church and a hofpital, called Blith Spittle, built by one 
of the CrefTy family. 

M A N S F I E L D is faid either to have derived its name from, or communicated it 
to, a town of the fame name in Germany. It ftands at the diftance of 136 miles 
from London, and was anciently a royal demefne : king Henry the Third granted 
it a market, and the privilege of houibote and haybote out of his foreft of Shir-
wood ; and our kings formerly retired hither for the pleafure of hunting in Shir-
wood foreft. This is a large well built town, with a charity lchool for thirty-fix 
boys, and a good market, well ftocked with corn, malt, and cattle. 

N E W A R K derives its name from a caftle, now in ruins, built in the time of 
king Stephen, by Alexander biihop of Lincoln, and called the N E W W O R K . It 
is 118 miles diftant from London. The river Trent, about two miles fouth of 
this town, divides itfelf into two branches, which form a fmall iiland, by uniting 
about two miles north of it. Newark is fituated upon the eaftern branch of the 
Trent, and has two bridges, one over each branch. 

This is fuppofed to have been a Roman town. It was formerly walled round ; 
and it is obferved, that a gate called the North Gate, is built of ftones that ap-
pear to have been of the Roman cut. This town was firft incorporated by king-
Edward the Sixth, and was governed by one alderman and twelve affiftants; but 
by a charter of king Charles the Second, it is now governed by a mayor and 
twelve aldermen. It is a great thoroughfare from London to York, and is a 
handfome well built town. Here is a church, built in the reign of king Henry 
the Sixth, which has a lofty fpire, and is reckoned one of the fineft pariih churches 
in England; and a noble market place, fo fpacious, that lord Bellafyfe drew up 
10,000 men in it, when he defended this town for king Charles the Firft, againlt 
the Scotch army. Here is a charity fchool for thirty-fix boys, fupported by" con-
tributions, and a free fchool, founded by Thomas Magnus. 

This is a flourifhing place, and has a good trade in corn, cattle, wool, and. 
other commodities. 

N O T T I N G H A M is derived from the Saxon name Snorcenga-ham, which figni-
fi.es a -place abounding with caverns or holes dug under ground, feveral fuch caverns 
being found cut with great art into apartments, with chimnies, windows, and 
other conveniencies, at the bottom of a fteep rock under this town, which are 
fuppofed to have been contrived by the ancient inhabitants for places of re-
treat. 

Nottingham ftands at the diftance of 122 miles from London, on a fmall river 
called the Lind, and near its conflux with the Trent. It is a borough by pre-
fcription, and its firft charter that appears upon record, is from king Henry the 
Second: it had another charter from king John ; and by a charter of king Ed-
ward the Firft, it was governed by a mayor and two bailiffs: king Henry the 
Sixth made it a county of itfelf, changed the bailiffs into' Iheriffs, and appointed' 
it to be governed by a mayor and burgeffes. It is now governed by a mayor, 
recorder, fix aldermen, two coroners, two iheriffs, two chamberlains, a town 
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clerk, and twenty-four common council-men, of whom there muft be fix. who 
have not ferved the offices either of ffieriff or chamberlain: the mayor and iheriffs 
have each two ferjeants at mace. Here are two officers called pindars, one 
the pindar of the fields, the other of the meadows : the pindar of the fields is alio 
woodward of the town, which lies within the juriidiCtion of the foreft of Shir-
wood, and he is likewife to attend the foreft courts. Here is an uncertain num-
ber of burgeifes, called the cloathing, and about 1200 other burgeifes. This cor-
poration is poffeifed of feveral fine eftates, fome of which are applied to general, 
and others to particular ufes. 

Nottingham is fituated on the fide of a hill, formerly known by the name of the 
Dolorous Hill, or Golgotha, from a great Daughter of the ancient Britons in this 
place, by a king of the north, called Humber. This hill commands a pleafant 
view of the river Trent, which runs parallel to the town, and is thus far navi-
gable by barges. Nottingham is large and well built, and has more gentlemen's 
feats in it, than perhaps any other town of its extent in the kingdom. It for-
merly had a caftle, which was fuppofed to have been built by William the Con-
queror, or by his natural fon, William Peverel. This caftle being demoliffied 
about the time of the reftoration of king Charles the Second, the duke of New-
caille, who bought the ground-plot, in 1674, erefted a moil ftately houfe upon it, 
which is now not only the ornament of this town, but one of the fineft feats in 
England. 

Here are three neat churches, one of which, St. Mary's, is built in the manner 
of a collegiate church •, and there is a handfome town-hall, in which the feffions 
and courts for the corporation are kept, befides another building, called the King's 
Hall, where the affizes and feffions for the county are held ; and near the King',? 
Hall there is a town and county gaol; there is alfo a fpacious market place with 
two croifes in it, and a free fchool, befides three charity fchools,, one of which is 
for thirty-five boys and twenty girls, who are all cloathed and taught. There is 
a famous hofpital here, called Plum tree's Hofpital, from John Plumtree, who,., in 
the reign of Richard the Second, built and endowed it for thirteen poor old wo-
men-, and William Gregory, the town clerk of this place, about the end of the 
laft century, gave eleven houfes for alms-houfes. 

The rock on which this town ftands being fo foft, as to yield eafily to the 
pick-axe and fpade, affords excellent cellaring, with two or three vaults, one un^ 
der another. 

This town has a ftately bridge over the Trent, confiding of nineteen arches -r 
and as that river fometimes overflows the neighbouring meadows, there is a caufey 
erected near a mile long, quite from the river to the town, with arches at proper 
diftances. It has alfo a very handfome itone bridge over the Lind, which is kept 
in repair at the common charge of the town and county. 

This town, being fituated in the foreft of Shirwood, has the advantage of an 
excellent fporting country around i t ; and there is a fine plain on the north fide, 
famous for horfe races. Few inland towns have a better trade than this, which 
-chiefly confifts in its manufactures of glafs, earthen ware, and ftockings. The beft 
01 alt in England is made here, and fent by land to Derbyihire, Cheihire, Lan-

5 - caihire, 



N O T T I N G H A M S H I R E . 149 

cafhire, and Yorkihire. Great quantities of ale are alfo made in this town, and 
fent to' moil parts of England : all the low lands hereabout are fowed with barley. 

R E D F O R D - E A S T took the name Redford from a ford here over the river Idle, 
upon which it ftands, and had the addition of Eaft from its fituation on the eaft 
bank of that river, and to diftinguiih it from another Redford, fituated on the op-
pofite bank, and therefore called JVeJi Redford. 

It is diftant 135 miles from London, and is a royal de-mefne: king Edward the 
Firft oranted the town in fee farm to the burgeifes, with power to chufe bailiffs 
for its government -, and by a charter of king James the Firft, it is governed by 
two baSiffs, a fteward, twelve ' aldermen, two chamberlains, a town clerk, and 
two ferieants at mace. The bailiffs are diftinguiihed into the femor bailiff, who 
is choien out of the aldermen, and the junior, chofen from among fuch freemen 
as have been chamberlains. The bailiffs and fteward for the time being are juf-
tices of the peace, and of the quorum, within the borough. 

Here is a free grammar fchool, and a good town-hall,, in which are held the fef-
fions for the town, and fometimes for the county ; and under the town-hall are 
fhambles, the beft in the county. This town is conne&ed with Weft Redford by 
a good itone bridge over the Idle, but they are different parifhes -, and Weft Red-
ford is remarkable only for an hofpital, founded in 1666, by Dr. Dorrei, and go-
verned by a mailer and ten brethren, inhabitants of the hoipital, who have each 
a o-arden and orchard. Eaft Redford is fituated among large plantations of hops ̂  
and in hops, and barley for malting, it carries on a confiderable trade. 

S O U T H W E L L ftands on a fmall ftream called the Greet, which falls into the 
Trent about two miles fouth of the town. Here is a church, which is called a 
mi niter and is both parochial and collegiate : it is fuppofed to have been founded 
by Paulinus, the firft archbifhop of York, about the year 630, and is reputed the 
mother church of the town and county of Nottingham. It was fet on fire by 
liehtnino- on the 5 th of November 1711, when all the body of it was burnt to 
the oround, except the choir. In this fire a fine organ was confumed, a fet of ex-
cellent bells melted, and other damages done to the value of 40001. It ha* 
however been repaired, and is a plain Gothic ftructure, built in form of a 
crofs w i t h a high tower in the middle, in which are eight bells: there are two 
fpires at the weft end. Its length from eaft to weft is 306 feet, its breadth 59-
feet and the length of the crofs ifle, from north to fouth, 121 feet. To this-
church belone fixteen prebendaries or canons, fix vicars choral, an organili, fix 
fi no-ins; men,"fix chorifters, befides fix boys, who attend as probationers, a regi-
ite? to the chapter, a treafurer, an auditor, a verger, and other officers. 

The chapter has a peculiar jurfdidion over twenty-eight parifhes, to moft of 
which it has the right" of préfentation, as well as- to other pariihes in Lincolnfhire 
and Yorkihire. This jurifdiction is exercifed by a commiflary or vicar-general,, 
who is chofen by the chapter out of their own body, and holds vifitations twice 
a-year Here a i two annual fynods, at which all the clergy of Nottingham at-
tend and" a certain number of the prebendaries of this church, and other clergy-
men, are by the ssrehbiihop of York appointed commiffioners to prefide a t t h d e 

fynods- Southwell 
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Southwell is divided into two parts, one is called the Burgage, or Burridge, 
-where the inhabitants hold their lands or tenements of the lord, at a certain yearly-
Tent, and comprehends all that part of the town between the market place and the 
river Greet j the other part is called the Prebendage, and confifts of the liber-, 
ties of the church. The civil government here is diitinft from that of the county 
.in general, and is called the Soke of Southwell with Scroby, a town near Blith. 
There are about twenty towns fubjed to this jurifdidion ; the cuftos rotulorum 
and juftices of the peace for it, are nominated by the archbiihop of York, and 
jconfiiituted by a commiifion under the great feal. 

Adjoining to the church is a free fchool, under the care of the chapter: the 
mailer is chofen by the chapter, and approved by the archbiihop of York. There 
.are two fellowihips and two fcholarihips in St. John's College in Cambridge, 
founded by Dr. Keton, canon of Saliibury, a city of Wiltshire, in the reign of 
Icing Henry the Eighth, to be prefented by the mailer and fellows of that col-
lege, to fuch perfons as they ihall think proper, who have been choriiters of the 
.church at Southwell. 

Here are the ruins of a grand palace, demoliihed in the civil wars under 
Charles the Firft. It belonged to the archbiihop of York, and was fuppofed to 
iiave been built by archbiihop Booth, from the remains of a chapel, ilill called 
Booth's chapel. The archbiihop of York had three parks here, which, though dif-
parked, ilill retain the name of parks and though the archbifnops have no feat here, 
they have ever fince the Conqueft been lords of the manor, and by grants from 
the kings of England, enjoy great privileges in this place, for they have the re-
turns of writs on all their lands, tenements, and fees ^ and befides the feifions of 
the peace, kept by turns at Southwell and at Scroby, by juftices of their own no-
mination, they have a great leet, which they do, or may, hold over feveral 
townihips. 

T U X F O R D ftands at the diftance of 131 miles from London, in the poll road 
between London and York. Great part of it was burnt down on the 8th of Sep-
tember 1702. The fituation is in a mirey clayifh country, and the buildings are 
mean : here however is a good free fchool, built by Charles Reed, and endowed 
with 501. a-year, for a mailer and uilier, 201. a-year for the boarding and teach-
ing four boys, the fons of minifters, or decayed gentlemen, and 20 1. more for 
teaching the poor boys of the town. The mayor and aldermen of Newark, and 

' fix other neighbouring gentlemen, are truftees for it. 

W O R K S O P ftands at the head of a fmall river called the Ryton, at the dift-
ance of 133 miles from London. Its market is remarkable for great quantities of 
liquorice and malt ; and northweft of the town are a parcel of oak trees, called 
Shire oaks, and faid to be thus denominated from one particular large tree that 
fpreads its boughs fo as to occupy certain portions of Nottinghamihire, Derby-
shire, and Yorkihire. 

C U R I O S I T I E S . 

There is no record of any natural curiofity found in this county. 
In 
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In. October 1761 Workfop-manor, near the town ofWorkfop, a feat belong-

ing to the d u k e of Norfolk; and one of the fineft in England, c o n t a S 
above five hundred rooms, was burnt down, to the ground, together with a fin- * 
library, a curious colledion of pidures, and other valuable f u r n i t u r e t h e lofs was 
computed a t LOO,coo L. 

A N T I Q U I T I E S . 

P a r t o f ^ e territory which, in the time of the Romans, was Ancient inka 
Derbyihire^ " m e n t l ° n h a S b e c n m a d e i n t h e a c c o - u ^ of blfams * 

A Roman military way, called the FoiTe-way, enters this muntv f™™ 1 » r 

terfhire' T o n the d g & S ' 
X & f t S P XT a d i r e , a i ° n n o r t h - e a f t ' by Bingham and Newarkfinto 

Near this military way, at Willoughby. on the Would, feveral Roman coins f i a w 
been dug u p , and at Newark, on the fide of the Foffe-way, h a £ b e e n d i f 
covered four Roman urns, and a brafs lar or houfehold god, an inch arid a half 
long, with many other remains of antiquity.. S ' 1 a h a l t 

At Eaft Bridgeford, north of Bingham, on the Fofle-way, there are ftill tn h -
feen the remams of a Roman ftation? where alfo a great many Rom n coin a n l 
ether relics of antiquity have been found. S a n d 

In a field at Collingham,. near the Fofle-way,. and north of Newark there k 

At Stanford, on the borders of Leicefterlhire, and near Louehboro-.o-K in > w -
couiity, many coins and other remains of Roman antiquity S S g up 

* * - y e L ago, 

w h ^ t f e L " Z ^ V L j ^ r t ^ ^ & e a t t of Redford,, 1 
to have been . R ^ S ^ l ^ mto Lincolnfhire, is thought. 
foundations of ancient ^ t e t e ^ i S & f J 
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part of which has been waihed away by the river. Roman urns have been dug 
uo here, one of which had the figure of a woman's head upon it. 

In 1718, two altars were found in this place-, and great numbers of Roman 
coins have from time to time been difcovered here, with many other remains of 
antiquity. On the eaft fide of the river, over againft Littleborough, there are 
ftill to be feen the traces of an ancient camp. 

Under the caftle of Nottingham, and in the rock on which it ftood, there are 
feveral caves, cut out into different apartments one of which is remarkable for 
the .hiftory of Chrift's paflion, cut out by David the Second, king of Scotland, when I 
a prifoner here and there is a winding ftair-eafe leading almoft to the bottom 
of the rock, into another of thefe caves, called Mortimer's Hole, from a fuppo-
fition that Roger Mortimer, earl of March, hid himfelf in it, before he was feized 
by order of Edward the Third. 

In a park near this caftle, there is a ridge of perpendicular rocks, cut out into 
a church, houfes, chambers, pigeon-houfe, and other conveniencies. The altar 
of the church is faid to be natural rock, and the church appears to have been 
adorned with a fteeple and pillars of the fame materials, and cut in the fame man-
ner and between the park and caftle, there is an ancient hermitage, cut alfo out 
of a rock. 

. B y the ancient cuftoms of the manor of Mansfield, the tenants, both men and 
^ e n t CU!" women, were at liberty to marry; the heirs of eftates were declared to be at full 

age as foon as they were born j and the lands were equally divided among the 
Ions, and if no fons, among the daughters. 

Fable of the ^ °bfei*ved, that a cuftom has prevailed among all nations, of ftigmatizing 
wife rner̂ of the inhabitants of fome particular fpot as remarkable for ftupidity. _ This oppro-
Gotham. brious diftrict among.the Afiatics, was Phrygia ; among the Thracians, Abdera; 

among the Greeks, Boeotia; and in England, it is Gotham, a village a little to 
the fouth of Nottingham. Of the Gothamites, ironically called the wife men of 
Gotham, many ridiculous fables are traditionally told ; particularly, that hav-
ing often heard the cuckow, but never feen her, they hedged in a buih, whence 
her note feemed to proceed, that being confined within fo fmall a compafs, they 
might at length fatisfy their curiofity. What gave rife to this ftory is not now re-
membered, but there is at a place called Court-hill, in this pariih, a buih ftill 
called by the name of Cuckow-Bufh. 

E C C L E S I A S T I C A L A N T I Q^U I T I E S. 

At Blith there was a priory of Benedidtine monks, built by Roger de Builiy, 
and Muriel his wife, about the year 1088. It was dedicated to the Virgin Mary, 
and was in fome refpedls fubordinate to the abbey of the Trinity, in St. Catha-
rine's Mount, near Roan in Normandy: it however continued till the general 
diiTolution, when the yearly revenues of it were found to be worth 113 1. 8 s. 

Here 
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Here was an hofpital for a warden, three chaplains, and feveral leprous people, 

founded by William de Creffy, lord of Holdefac, and dedicated to St. John the 
Evangelift. The time of its foundation does not appear, but it was valued on the 
diiTolution at 8 1. 14 s. per annum. 

At Workfop William de Luvetot, 
in the time of Henry the Firft, founded a 

priory of Black Canons, dedicated to St. Mary and St. Cuthbert, and endowed at 
the diiTolution with a yearly revenue of 2391. 15 s. 5 d. 

At Lenton, near Nottingham, in the beginning of the reign of king Henry 
the Firft, William Peverell built a priory dedicated to the Trinity, and fubordinate 
to the abbey of Cluny in Normandy. It was made denifon in the fixteenth of 
Richard the Second, and continued to the general diffolution, when the yearly re-
venues of it were valued at 329 1. 15 s. 10 d. Here was an hofpital dedicated to 
St. Anthony, and a houfe of Carmelite Friars, but there are no particulars re-
lating to them upon record. 

At Stoke, fouth-weft of Newark, there was a very ancient hofpital, dedicated to 
St. Leonard, and confifting of a mailer and brethren, chaplains, and feveral fick, 
perfons, but valued on the diiTolution only at 91. per annum. 

- * ] I 
At Thurgarton, fouth of Southwell, Ralph de Ayncourt, about the year 1130, 

founded a convent, confifting of a prior and canons of the order of St. Auguftine, 
who were endowed at the fuppreffion with 2591, 9 s. 4 d. per annum. 

The manor of Fiikarton, near Southwell, having been given by Ralph de 
Ayncourt, to the convent of Thurgarton, here was a priory of fome Black 
canons belonging to that monaftery, who had a chapel dedicated to the Virgin 
Mary. 

At Rufford, north-eaft of Mansfield, Gilbert earl of Lincoln, about the year 
1148, founded an abbey of Ciftertian monks, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and 
valued upon the diiTolution at 1761. 11 s. 6 d. per annum. 

At Welbeck, about a mile and an half fouth of Workfop, there was an abbey 
for Premonftratenfian canons, founded in 1153, by Thomas le Flemangh, and 
dedicated to St. James. It was the-chief abbey of this order in England, and was 
valued upon the diiTolution at 249 1. 6 s. 3 d. per annum. 

At Brodholm, on the borders of Lincolnfhire, eaft of Tuxford, Agnes de Cam-
vile, wife of Peter Gouila, founded a priory, confifting of a priorefs and nuas of 
the premonftratenfian order about the end of the reign of king Stephen. It was 
dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and had poiTeffions, valued upon the diiTolution at 
161. 5 s. 2d . per annum. 

At Wallingwells, north of Workfop, Ralph de Capreocuria, in the time of king 
Stephen, built and endowed a fmall Benedióiine nunnery, dedicated to the Virgin 
Mary, and valued upon the diiTolution at 58 1. 9 s. io d. per annum< 
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At Shelford, about two miles north-weft of Bingham, there was a priory of the 

order of St. Auguftine, built by Ralph Hanfelyn, in the time of king Henry the 
Second. It was dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and not long before the fuppref-
fion had twelve canons, who were endowed with yearly revenues to the amount 
of 1511. 14s. 1 d. 

At Felley, fouth of Mansfield, there was a convent of Black canons, founded 
by Ralph Brito, and Reginald de Annefley, his fon, in 1156. It was dedicated 
to the Virgin Mary, and had five or fix religious at the fuppreifion, when it was 
valued at 401. 19 s. 1 d. per annum. 

y I E 
At Newfted, fouth of Mansfield, there was a priory of Black canons, built 

about the year 1170, and dedicated to the Virgin Mary. It had yearly revenues 
at the diiTolution worth 1671. 16 s. 11 d. 

At Newark there was an hofpital founded by Alexander, biihop of Lincoln, 
about the end of the reign of king Henry the Firft, and dedicated to St. Leon-
ard. It had revenues on the fuppreifion valued at 271. 13 s. 7 d. per annumr 

Here alfo was an ancient hofpital for fick perfons belonging to the Knights 

Templars, before the year 1185. 
• ' " 

Here was an houfe of Auftin Friars; and king Henry the Seventh, about the 
year 1499, is faid to have founded a convent of Obfervant Friars in this place. 

At Matterfey,. -near Blith, there was a priory of Gilbertine canons, founded by 
Roger the fon of Ranulph de Marefay, before the year 1192, , and dedicated to 
St. Hellen. It was valued upon the fuppreifion at 55 1. 2s . 5d. per annum. 

In the reign of king John there was an hofpital in the town of Nottingham for 
a mafter or warden, two chaplains, and feveral fick poor perfons, dedicated' to r 
St. John Baptift, and valued upon the diiTolution at 5 L 6.s. 8 d... per annum. 

Here was another hofpital as old as the reign of king Henry the Third, dedi-
cated to St. Leonard. 

In a chapel here, dedicated to St. Mary, in the rock under the caftle, there 
was a cell of two monks,, about the time, of king Henry the Third j and about/ 
this time there feems alfo to have been a college of fecular priefts in the caftle. 

In a place called Broad marih, in the weft part of this town, there was a houfe 
of Grey friars, faid to have been founded by king Henry the Third, in the year1 

1250. 

Here was a houfe of Carmelite or White friars, of which Reginald, lord Grey 
of Wilton, and Sir John Shirley, knight, were reputed founders, about the year 
1276. 
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N O T T I N G H A M S H I R E . 
In the valuations of the religious houfes of this county, there is mention of a 

cell to York, at the chapel of St. Thomas in the Marfh. What part of the county 
this Marfh lies in, does not appear, but the cell was valued on the diiTolution at 
63 1. 6 s. 8 d. per annum. 

At a place called Bradebuik, in the pariih of Gonalfton, near Southwell, Wil-
liam Heriz, in the time of Henry the Third, built an hofpital dedicated to St. 
Mary Magdalen, which is ftill in being, and is called Gonalfton Spittle. 

At or near Southwell, there was an hofpital dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen, 
as early as the year 1313. 

At Sibthorp, north-eaft of Bingham, there is a church dedicated to St. Peter, 
and in this church a chapel dedicated to St. Mary, in which chapel, in the time 
of Edward the Second, a chantry of feveral priefts was founded by Geffrey le 
Scroop; and in the next reign this chantry was raifed to a confiderable collegiate 
body, confifting of a warden and eight or nine chaplains, with three clerks and 
other officers, by Thomas le Sibthorp, re&or of Beckingham in Lincolnfhire. 
The yearly valuation of it upon the diiTolution, was rated at 31 1. i s . 2d . 

At Beauvale, north-weft of Nottingham, Nicholas de Cantilupo, in die feven-
teenth year of Edward the Third, founded a Carthuiian monaftery, dedicated 
to the Trinity. About the diiTolution here was a prior and about nineteen monks, 
who had poiTeffions valued at 196 1. 6 s. per annum. 

In the thirty-firft of Edward the Third, John de Lungvilers gave an advow-
fon to the priory at Newfted, on condition that they ihould find five chantry 
priefts, three of which were to be fettled at Tuxford, and two in their own con-
ventual church. 

At Ruddington, fouth of Nottingham, William Babington, Efq; in the time 
of king Henry the Sixth, founded a college for a warden and four chaplains, 
which was endowed upon the fuppreffion with revenues valued at 301. per 
annum.. 

At Clifton, upon the Trent, eaft of Tuxford, a fmall college for a warden 
and three priefts, was begun by Sir Robert, and finifhed by his fon Sir Ger-
vafe de Clifton, in the time of Edward the Fourth. It was dedicated to the 
Trinity, and valued upon the diiTolution at 211. 2 s. 6 d. per annum. 

At Bingham there was a college dedicated to St, Mary, valued upon the diiTo-
lution at 40 1. u s . per annum. 
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M E M B E R S of P A R L I A M E N T for this C O U N T Y . 

This county fends eight members to parliament: two knights of the iliire for 
the county, and two burgeifes for each of the boroughs of Nottingham, Eaft 
Redford, and Newark, - -
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O X F O R D S H I R • | j 

N A M E ; 

TH I S county is called O X F O R D S H I R E, from the city of Oxford an 
univerfity and bifhop's fee. 5 

B O U N D A R I E S , F I G U R E , E X T E N T , and S I T U A T I O N , , | 

Oxfordihire is bounded by Northamptonihire on the -north-eaft, and Warwick-
ihire on the north-weft, by Buckinghamihire on the eaft, by Glocefterihire on the 
weft, and by Berkihire on the fouth. Its fhape is very irregular, for on the north 
it terminates in a cone between Northamptonihire and Warwickihire, and on the 
louth-eaft it runs out into a very long narrow flip, between Buckinghamihire and 
tferkihire. i t s greateft length from north to fouth is about 42 miles, its breadth 
from eaft to weft 26 miles, its circumference 130, and Woodftock, a borough 
town nearly in the middle of it, is diftant 60 miles north-weft from London. ° • 
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R I V E R S . 

"The principal rivers of this county are the Thames or Ifis, the Charwel, the Even-
ilode, the Windruih, and the Tame. An account of the name and origin of the 
Thames has been already given in the defcription of B E R K S H I R E , and its courfe has 
been traced among the feverai rivers of the other counties through which it pafles, in 
its way to the German ocean. The Charwel rifes in Northamptonihire, as has been 
mentioned in the defcription of that county, and entering Oxfordihire near Cley-
don, the moil northerly village in the county, runs fouth, and falls into the 
Thames near Oxford. The Evenlode rifes in the north-eaft part of Worcefter-
ihire, near a town of its own name, not far from Stow in the Would, a market 
town in Glocefterfhire, and running fouth-eaft through Oxfordihire, falls into the 
Thames north-weft of Oxford. The Windruih rifes in Cote.fwould-hills in Glo-
-.cefterihire, and running fouth-eaft, enters Oxfordihire not far from Burford, a 
market town, and pafling by Witney, another market town, falls into the Thames 
weft of Oxford. The Tame rifes in Buckinghamihire, and touching upon Ox-
fordihire, at a market town of its own name, runs weftward for fome miles, part-
ing this county from Buckinghamihire, and then turning fouthward, falls into the 
Thames north of Wallingford, a borough town of Berkshire. 

Befides thefe principal rivers, Dr. Plot, who wrote a natural hiftory of Oxford-
ihire, reckons that there are no lefs than feventy confiderable, though inferior 
ftreams, that water this county. 

' 

A I R. 
' Bp 

The air of Oxfordihire is as good as that of any other county in England, for the 
foil is naturally dry, free from bogs, fens, and ftagnant waters, and abounding; 
with quick limpid ftreams, that neceifarily render the air fweet and healthy. ^ I 

S O I L and N A T U R A L P R O D U C T I O N S . 

The foil in general is very fertile, both for corn and grafs but there is a great 
variety in it, and confequently feverai degrees of fruitfulnefs. There are no lefs 
-than five forts of wheat fown in this county, all adapted to as many kinds of foils. 
Oxfordihire abounds with meadows, which are not furpafied by any paftures in 
England. Here is plenty of excellent river iifn, of various kinds. The other 
produ&ions of this county are cattle, fruit, free ftone, and feverai forts of earths 
ufed in medicine, dying and fcouring j but it is thinly ftrewed with wood, and 
fuel is confequently very fcarce. 

M A N U F A C T U R E S . j 

Witney is remarkable for a manufa&ure of blankets. 

C I V I L and E C C L E S I A S T I C A L D I V I S I O N S . 

This county is divided into fourteen hundreds, and has one city and twelve mar-
ket towns. It lies in the province of .Canterbury and diocefe of Oxford, and con-
tains 280 parifhes, 
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C I T Y and M A R K E T T O W N S . 
. 

The city is Oxford, and the market towns are Bampton, Banbury, Bidder;; 
Burford, Chipping-Norton, Deddington, Henley upon Thames, Iflip, Thame, 
Watlington, Witney, and Woodftock. 

O X F O R D was by the Saxons called Oxen-pop.t>, a name generally fuppofed to 
have been derived from a ford or pajfage for oxen over the. river .Thames at this, 
place: the cities of Rofphorus upon the lake Mseotis in Greece,. and Ochenfurty 
upon the river Oder in Germany, derive their names from the fame origin, each 
fignifying a ford for oxen: the. Welch name for this place is Rhid-Tchen, which alfq -
fignifies a ford for oxen ; and the city arms are an ox palling a ford: yet fome have. -
thought, that the ancient name of this city was Ousford, a ford over the Ous, .a.: 
name by which the river Thames, by the Latins called Ifis, appears to have been 
known: here, and there are-fome iilands, formed by the river at this place, which., 
are ftill called the Ofeney or Oufney ijlands. 

This city is diftant 55 miles from London, and is governed by a. mayor, a-high 
iteward, a recorder, four aldermen, eight affiftants, two bailiffs, a town-clerk., 
two chamberlains, all that have ferved the office of bailiff and chamberlain, and 
twenty four common council men. The mayor, for the time being, officiates at the 
coronation of our kings, in the buttery, and has a large gilt bowl and cover for 
his fee. 

The magijftracy of this city is fubjefled to the chancellor or vice-chancellor of 
the univerfity, in all affairs of moment, even relating to the city; and the vice-
chancellor every year adminifters an oath to the magiftrates and fheriffs, that they 
will maintain the privileges of the univerfity : alfo on the ioth of February an-
nually, the mayor and fixty-two of the chief citizens folemnly pay each one penny, 
at a church here called St. Mary's, in lieu of a great fine laid upon the city, in the 
reign of king Edward the Third, when fixty-two of the ftudents were murdered 
by the citizens. 

Oxford is fituated on the bank of the Thames, near its confluence with feverai 
rivers, in a beautiful plain, and a fweet air. It is one of the largeft cities in Eng-
land, including the buildings of the univerfity, which are about two thirds of it. 
The private buildings in general are neat, and the public ones fumptuous, the 
ftreets are fpacious, clean and regular, and here is a cathedral, with fourteen ele-
gant parifh churches. The cathedral, being one of the colleges of the univerfity, ^ 
known , by the name of Chrift-churc.h College, will., be taken notice of in defcribing, 
the colleges. 

' The names of the parifh churches are, St. Mary's, All'Saints, St. Martin's, or 
Carfax, St. Aldate's or St. Tole's, St. Ebb's, St. Peter's in the Bailey, St. Michael's, 4 
St. Mary Magdalen's, St. Peter's in the Eaft, Holiweil's, St. Giles's, St. Thomas's, 
St. John's, St. Clement's. Four only of thefe churches are worthy of obfervation3 
which are, St. Mary's, All Saints, St. Peter's in the Eaft, and St. John's, The 
church of St. Mary is that in which the univerfity hear divine fervice performed on 
Sundays and holidays, It has a noble and beautiful tower, 180 feet high, with a 
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160 , O X F O R D S H I R E . 
fpire richly ornamented with Gothic worktnanihip: it contains fix remarkably 
large bells, by which notice is given to the univerfity for fcholaftic exercifes, con-
vocations, and congregations. This church confifts of three iiles, with a fpacious 
choir j the pulpit is placed in the center of the middle iile : at the weft end of it 
ftands the vice-chancellor's throne; and at the foot of that are feated the thrones of 
the two proftors; there are feats which defcend on either fide, appointed for the 
doctors and heads of houfes; and beneath thefe are feats for the young nobility: 
the area of the church coniifts of benches for the mafters of arts: on the weft 
end, with a return to the north and fouth, are galleries for the under-graduate-s 
and batchelors of arts. The church of All Saints is an elegant modern ftrudture, 
much in the ftile of many of the new churches in London. It is 72 feet long, 
42 broad, and 50 feet high : it has a beautiful fteeple in the modern tafte: it is 
ornamented both within and without with Corinthian pilafters, and finiilied with 
an Attic ftory and baluftrade. . The church of St. Peter in the Eaft was built by 
St. Grymbald, about 800 years ago, and is reported to be the firft ftone church 
in this part of England. It was formerly the univerfity church, and is a curious 
piece of antiquity. St. John's church is the chapel of one of the colleges of the 
univerfity, called Merton college, and will be taken notice of in defcribing the 
buildings of that college. 

Here is a town-hall, where the aflizes for the county, and the city and county fef-
fions are held : it is a neat edifice, lately erefted at the expence of Thomas Row-
neyEfq-, 

There are in this city five or fix charity fchools, in which about 300 children 
are taught and cloathed; one is for 54 boys, and was founded by the univerfity , 
.and another for thirty boys and girls, founded by the city. 

Here is a ftone bridge over the river Charwel, which is 600 feet long, and con-
fifts of 20 arches : and there are two ftone bridges over the Thames, which is na-
vigable by barges to the city, the chief trade of which confifts in fending malt by 
barges to London. 

The univerfity of Oxford is one of the nobleft in the world, particularly for the 
regularity of its conftitution, the ftri&nefs of its difcipline, the opulency of its en-
dowments, and the conveniency of its manfions for ftudy : it confifts of twenty-
colleges and five halls, and is a corporation governed by a chancellor, a high 
fteward, a vice-chancellor, two proctors, a public orator, a keeper of the archives, 
a regifter, three efquire beadles, carrying filver maces gilt and wrought, and 
three yeomen beadles, with plain filver maces, and a verger with a filver rod. 
The chancellor is ufu'ally a peer of the realm, he is the fupreme governor of the 
univerfity, and is chofen by the ftudents in convocation, and continues in his of-
fice for life. The high fteward is named by the chancellor, but muft be approved 

' by the univerfity. His office, which continues alfo for life, is to aiTift the chan-
cellor in the government of the univerfity, and to hear and determine capital 
caufes, according to the laws of the land, and the privileges of the univerfity, 
The vice-chancellor, who is always in orders, and the head of fome college, "is 
appointed by the chancellor, and approved by the univerfity: he is the chancel-
lor's deputy, and exercifes the pov/er of his fubftituent, by governing the univer-
fity according to its ftatutes: he chufes four pro-vice-chancellors out of the heads 

of 
3 

m m 



O X F O R D S H I R E . z 6 t 

of colleges, to officiate in his abfence. The two pro&ors are matters of arts, and 
are chofen annually in turn out of the feverai colleges and halls. Their bufinefs is 
to keep the peace, puniih diforders, infpeit weights and meafures, appoint fcho-
laftic exercifes, and the taking of degrees. The public orator writes letters in the 
name of the univerfity, and harangues princes and other great perfonages, who 
vifit it. The keeper of the archives has the cuftody of the charters and records. 
And the regifter records all the public tranfa&ions of the univerfity in convoca-
tion. 

The number of officers, fellows, and fcholars, maintained by the revenues of 
the univerfity, is about iooo, and the number of fuch fcholars as live at their own 
charge is ufually about 2000 j the whole amounting to 3000 perfons, befides a 

- great number of inferior officers and fervants, belonging to the feverai colleges 
• and halls, which have each their ftatutes and rules for government, under their 

refpeCtive heads, with fellows and tutors. 

Here are four terms every year for public-exercifes, leCtures, and difputations, 
and fet days and hours when the profeifors of every faculty read their leCtures j 
and in fome of the colleges are public leCtures, to which all perfons are admitted. 

The public fchools, of which there is one for every college, form the g r o u n d 
apartments of a magnificent quadrangle, the principal front of which, on the out-
fide, is 175 feet in length. In the center of this front there is a tower, the high-
eft apartments of which are appointed for aftronomical obfervations and philofo-
phical experiments. Three fides of the upper ftory of the quadrangle form one 
entire room, called the picture gallery, which is furnifhed with portraits of found-
ers, benefactors, and other eminent perfons. This quadrangle was firft built by 
queen Mary, and was rebuilt chiefly at the expence of Sir Thomas Bodley, in the 
time of king James the Firft, who alfo partly ereCted a public library here, which 
he furnifhed with fuch a number of books and manufcripts, that, with other large 
donations, it is now become one of the principal libraries in Europe, and is called 
the Bodleian library. The building is a part or member of the pi&'ure gallery, 
over the public fchools, and confifts of three fpacious and lofty rooms, difpofed 
in the form of the Roman H. The middle one was eredted by Humphry duke of 
Glocefter, over the divinity fchool, about the year 1440, and by him furnifhed 
with books. The gallery on the weft was raifed at the expence of the univerfity, 
together with the convocation houfe beneath, in the time of king Charles the 
Firft: and the veftibule or firft gallery, with the profcholium under it, was built 
by Sir Thomas Bodley. In one of the fchools are placed the Arundelian marbles, 
and in another an ineftimable collection of ftatues, &c. prefented to the univerfity 
by the countefs dowager of Pomfret. 

About half a century ago Dr. John Radciiffe, a phyfician of great eminence, 
left 40,000 1. to build a library for the Bodleian collection of books and manu-
fcripts, with a falary of 150 1. a-year to a librarian, and 100 1. a-year towards fur-
nifhing it with new books. In confequence of this legacy, the firft ftone of a new 
building was laid, on the 17th of May 1737; and the library was opened with 
great folemnity the 13th of April 1745, by the name of the New or Radclivian 
library. It ftands in the middle of a magnificent fquare, formed by St. Mary's 
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church, the public fchools, and two colleges, one called Brazen Nofe, and the 
other All Souls. It is a fumptuous pile of building, ftanding upon arcades, 
which, circularly difpofed, inclofe a fpacious dome, in the center of which is the 
library itfelf, and into which there is an afcent by a flight of fpiral fteps, well exe-
cuted. The library, which is a complete pattern of elegance and majefty in 
buildincr, is adorned with fine compartments of ftucco. It is inclofed by a circu-
lar feries of arches, beautified with feftoons, and fupportedby pilafters of the Ionic 
order j behind thefe arches are formed two circular galleries above and below, 
where'the books are difpofed in elegant cabinets : the compartments of the ceiling 
in the upper gallery are finely ftuccoed : the pavement is of two colours, and made 
of a peculiar fpecies of ftone brought from Hart's Foreft in Germany and over 
the door is a ftatue of the founder. The finiihing and decorations of this Attic 
edifice are all in the high eft tafte imaginable. 

There is belonging to this univerfity another raoft magnificent ftructure called 
the Theatre, ere&d&for celebrating the public aits of the univerfity, the annual 
c o m m e m o r a t i o n of benefaftors to it, with fome other folemnities. The building-
is in form of a Roman D ; the front of it, which ftands oppofite to the divinity 
fchool, i s a d o r n e d with Corinthian pillars, and feverai other decorations; the roof 
is flat,' and not being fupported by columns or arch-work, refts on the fide walls, 
which are diftant from each other 80 feet one way, and 70 the other; this roof is 
covered with allegorical painting. The vice-chancellor, with the two proftors, 
are feated in the center of the femicircular part ; on each hand are the young 
noblemen, and doctors, the mafters of arts in the area, and the reft of the univer-
fity, and ftrangers, are placed in the galleries. 

This ftru&ure was built by Sir Chriftop'ner Wren, in 1669, at the expence of 
Dr. Sheldon archbifhop of Canterbury, then chancellor of the univerfity, who 
having beftowed 15,0001. in building it, endowed it with 2000 1. to purchafe 
lands for its perpetual repair. 

On the weft fide of the Theatre is an elegant modern edifice, called the Aihmo-
lean Mufseum, built alfo by Sir Chriftopher Wren in 1683, at the expence of the I 
univerfity. Its front towards the ftreet is 60 feet in length; it confifts of two 
ftories, and has a grand portico, remarkably well, finiihed, in the Corinthian 
o r d e r t h e lower ftory is a chemical elaboratory, and the higher a repofitory of na-
tural and artificial curiofities, and Roman antiquities, chiefly colieded by Elias 
Afhmole, efq; and his father-in-law, Sir William Dugdale. 

Near the Mufeum, and almoft contiguous to the Theatre, there is another 
building, called the £larendon Printing-houfe, which furpafles every thing of the 
kind m Europe. It was founded in 1711, and built partly by the money arifing 
to the univerfity from the profits of the copy of lord Clarendon's Hiftory of the Grand 
Rebellion, the property of. which was devifed by his lordfliip to the univerfity. 
This is a ftrong ftone building, 115 feet in length, with fpacious porticos in the 
north and fouth fronts, fupported by columns of the Doric order; the top of the 
walls is adorned with ftatues of the nine Mufes, and of Flomer, Virgil, and Thu-
cydides. The eaft part of the building is chiefly appropriated to the printing of 
Bibles, and Common Prayer books ; and the weft is allotted to other books in the 
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learned languages. There are alio in this building particular rooms for a letter-
founder, and others for rolling-preifes, where the Oxford almanacks, and other 
pieces are printed from engravings on copper-plates. 

There is alfo belonging to this univerfity a Phyfic-garden, walled round, con-
taining above five acres of ground, well furniihed with all forts of plants, and en-
dowed with a yearly revenue for cultivating i t ; the whole being the donation of 
Henry Danvers, earlofDanby, in 1632. 

Each college has its own particular library and chapel, and moil of them are 
adorned with cloiiters, quadrangles, piazzas, ilatues, gardens and groves. 

The names of the colleges are, Univerfity College, Baliol College, Merton 
College, Exeter College, Oriel College, Queen's College, New College, Lincoln 
College, All Souls College, Magdalen College, Brazen-nofe College, Corpus 
Chrifti College, Chrift-Church College, Trinity College, St. John Baptift's Col- -
lege, Jefus College, Wadham College, Pembroke College, Worcefter College, 
and Hartford College. 

I. Univerfity College is a fpacious, fuperb, and uniform ftructure, begun in 
1634, at the expence of Charles Greenwood, formerly a fellow here, carried on 
by Sir Simon Bennet, and completed by Dr. John Radcliffe. The magnificent 
north front of this college is extended 260 feet along the fouth fide of a ftreet 
called the High-ftreet, having two ftately portals, with a tower over each the 
weftern portal leads to a handfome Gothic quadrangle, 100 feet fquare-, on the 
fouth fide of the eaftern quadrangle are the chapel and hall; there is alfo a third 
court of three fides, each of which are about 80 feet. This college has a mailer, 
twelve fellows, and feventeen fcholars, with many other ftudents, amounting in 
the whole to near ninety. 

II. Baliol College is an old Gothic building it maintains a mailer, twelve fel-
lows, and eighteen exhibitioners, the whole number of the fociety being about 
ninety. 

III. Merton College confifts of two fquare courts, of which the inner one is a 
neat and uniform building. The chapel of this college, which is alfo the pariiii 
church of St. John, is a magnificent edifice, with a tower in which are fix bells. 
This college maintains a warden, and has twenty-four fellows, fourteen poftma-
fters, four fcholars, two chaplains, and two clerks ; the number of members in the 
whole being about one hundred. 

i - i ^ V V r V V ^ r H ^ - n 
IV. Exeter College is a building chiefly of one handfome quadrangle; in th? 

center of the front, which is 220 feet in length, there is a beautiful gate of rufti.e 
work, with a handfome tower: it maintains a redtor, twenty-five fellows, a bible-
clerk, and two exhibitioners : the ftudents of every fort are about fifty. 

V. Oriel College confifts of one uniform quadrangle, in which there is nothing 
very remarkable: the members belonging to this college are a provoft, eighteen 
fellows, and fourteen exhibitioners; the number of ftudents in all being about 
ninety. 
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VI. Queen's College Hands oppofite to Univerfity College, on the north fide of 

the Hio-h-ftreet : the-front; which is formed in the ftile of the palace of Luxem* 
buro-h,°is at once magnificent and elegant.:- in the middle of it is a fuperb cupola* 
under'which is a ftatue of the late queen Caroline. This beautiful college is one 
entire piece of well executed modern architefture ; the whole area on which it 
Hands is an oblong fquare, 300 feet in length, and 220 in breadth-, which area 
being divided by the hall and chapel, is formed into two courts -, the firft, or 
fouth court, is 140 feet in length, and 130 in breadth j it is furrounded by a 
beautiful cloifter, except upon the north fide, which is formed by the chapel and 
hall, and finely finiihed in the Doric order : in the center, over a portico leading 
to the north court, ftands a handfome cupola, lupported by eight Ionic columns -, 
the north court is 130 feet long, and 90 broad ; on the weft ftands the library, 
which is of the Corinthian order. This college conflits of a provoft, twenty-two 
fellows, two chaplains, eight.taberdars, twenty-two fcholars, two clerks, and forty 
exhibitioners; the number of ftudents of every fort, being above one hundred and' 

* twenty,. 

VII. New College is fituated eaftward of the fchools, and is feparated from 
Queen's College by a narrow lane on the fouth: the firft court is 168.feet in 
length, and 129 in breadth : in the center is a.,ftatue of Minerva.; the north fide, 
which conflits of the chapel and .hall, is a venerable fpecimen of Gothic magnifi-
cence ; the two upper ftories of the eaft fide form the library, and on the weft are 
the lodgings of the warden.: the chapel, for beauty and grandeur, exceeds all in 
the univerfity; and near it is a cloifter, 146 feet in length on two fides, and 105 
the other two. Contiguous to it, on the north, is a large and lofty tower, with 
ten bells. From the firft quadrangle there is a paifage into another, called Gar-
den-court, the beautiful area, of which, by, means of a fucceffion of retiring 
wings, difplays itfelf gradually in approaching the garden, from which it is fepa-
rated by an iron palifade, 130' feet in length. The members of this college are, 
one warden, leventy fellows, ten chaplains, three clerks, fixteen chorifters, and 
one fexton, together with many gentlemen commoners.. 

VIII. Lincoln College conflits of two quadrangular courts, and maintains a 
reftor, twelve fellows, twelve exhibitioners, and fix .fcholars, with a bibje-clçrk, 
befides the indépendant members. In the building, there is nothing very remark-
able. 

IX. All'. Souls College is fituated weftward of Queen's college, in a ftreet called 
High-ftreet, and conflits of two courts ; the firft court is a Gothic edifice, 12-4 
feet in length, and 72 in breadth ; the chapel on the north fide is a ftately pile ; 
and the hall, which forms one fide, of an area to the eaft, is an elegant modern 
room, adorned with many portraits and bufcs. Adjoining to the hall is the but-
tery, which is a well proportioned room, of an oval figure, and'an arched itone 
roof, ornamented with curious workmanihip. The fécond court is a magnificent 
Gothic quadrangle, 172 feet in length, and 155 in breadth; on the fouth are thfe 
chapel and hall, on the weft a cloifter,.. with a. grand portico, on the eaft 
two Gothic towers, in the center of a range of fine apartments, and on the 
north a library, which exceeds every thing of the kind in the univerfity ; it is 
200 feet in length, 30 in breadth, and 40 in height ; and finiihed in the moft 
fplendid and elegant manner, being founded by Colonel Codrington, at the ex-

* pence 
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pence of 10,000 1. This college maintains a warden, forty fellows, two chaplains,-
three clerks, and fix chorifters. No independent ftudents are admitted. 

X. Magdalen College is fituated without the eaft gate of the city, on the. bank 
of the river Cherwel; a Doric portal, decorated with a ftatue of the founder, 
leads to the weft front of this college, which is a ftriking fpecimen of the Gothic 
manner. The firft court is a venerable old quadrangle, lurrounded by a cloifter, 
on. the fouth fide of which are the chapel and hall-9 the windows of the'chapel are 
finely painted ; the. hall is a ftately Gothic room, adorned with fine paintings; 
From this court there is a narrow paffage on the north,, that leads to a beautiful 
opening,, one fide of which is bounded by a noble and elegant edifice, in the mo-
dern tafte, confifting of three ftories, and 300 feet in length : two other fides are 
to be added. This college is remarkable for a moil beautiful fituation, a charm-, 
ing profpeft,- pleafant groves, and fhady walks, and is reckoned one of the nobleft 
foundations in the world. It has a prefident, forty fellows, thirty demies, a divi-
nity ledtu.rer, a fchoolmafter, an ufher, four chaplains, an organift, eight clerks7 
and fixteen, chorifters i the whole, number of. ftudents about, one hundred and 
twenty. 

XI. Brazen-nofe College maintains a. principal, twenty fellows, thirty^t wo Scho-
lars, and four exhibitioners 5 there are about forty or fifty ftudents befides. The. 
building confifts of.two courts, but has nothing remarkable.-

XII. Co rpus-Chriili College is an ancient.Gothic building, confifting of two 
courts. The prefent members are a prefident, twenty fellows, two chaplains, 
twenty fcholars, two clerks, two chorifters, and fix gentlemen-commoners. 

XIII. Chrift-church College has a ftately front, extended to the length of 382 
feet, and terminated at each end by two correfponding turrets; in the center is a 
grand Gothic entrance, the.proportions and ornaments of which are remarkably 
magnificent-, over it is a .beautiful tower, in which.are ten mufical bells, and 3 
great bell called Tom, that weighs near 17,000 pounds, and on the found of 
which, every night at nine, o'clock, the ftudents of the whole univerfity are 
enjoined by ftatute to repair to their refpedive Societies. This college confifts of 
four quadrangl.es, one.of which, diftinguifhed by the name of • the-Grand Quad-
rangle, is 264 by 261 feet in the clear. The greateft part of the fouth fide is 
formed by the hall, which is coniiderably elevated above the reft of the building, 
and, taken. .as a detached ftructure, is a noble fpecimen of ancient magnificence. 
This room is probably , the largeft, and certainly the moil fuperb of any in the 
kingdom; it contains,eight windows on each fide, is 120 feet in length, 40 feet in 
breadth, and its ceiling is 30 feet high. The .church .of this college is fituated at 
the eaft end of the Grand Quadrangle, .and is the cathedral of the diocefe : it is an 
ancient venerable flruiture; its tower is that over the grand entrance in the front 
of the college, mentioned before ; the roof of the choir is a beautiful piece of ftone • 
work, and iom.e of the-windows are finely painted. Peckwater court, to the north-
eaft of the Grand Quadrangle, is. .perhaps the molt elegant edifice.in the univer-
fity : it confifts of three fides, each of which has fifteen, windows in front. Eaft 
of Peckwater Court is Canterbury Court, originally Canterbury College. It is a 
fm.all court, and chiefly remarkable for its antiquity. The fourth quadrangle is 
Chaplain's Court,, which ftands north-eaft. of Canterbury Court... This .college or 
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xhurch conflits of a dean, eight canons, eight chaplains, eight finging men, eight 
choriiters, a teacher of mufic, and an organiil : the dean is the head of the college, 
which maintains alio one hundred and one fcholars. The whole number amounts 
to about one hundred and fifty. King Henry the Eighth, who founded this col-
lege, having appointed no fpecial vifitor of it by any of his ftatutes, it is only fub-
ied to the vifitation of the fovereign, or commiifioners under the great feal. 

XIV. Trinity College confiils of two courts. In the firft court are the chapel, 
hall, library, and lodgings of the prefident. The chapel, which was built in 
1695, is a fine ftructure, richly and beautifully finiihed. The fécond court is an ele-
gant pile, performed by Sir Chriftopher Wren. This college has a prefident, 
twelve fellows, and twelve fcholars ; and thefe, together with the indépendant 
members, amount to near eighty. 

XV. St. John Baptift's College confiils of two large quadrangles, uniformly and 
elegantly built. In the firft court are the chapel and hall on the north fide, 
and the prefident's lodgings on the eaft. The eaft and weft fides of thè fécond 

-court are fupported by ftately and beautiful piazzas. This college has a prefident 
.and fifty fellows, two chaplains, one organiil, five finging men, fix choriiters, and ' 
two fextons. The number of ftudents is about feventy. 

XVI. Jefus College ftands with its front oppofite to Exeter College. The 
buildings conflit of two courts, in the firft of which is the hall, the chapel, and 
the principal's lodgings. The library is on the weft fide of the inner court, and 
the other three fides are finiihed in a decent and uniform manner. This college 
confiils of a principal, nineteen fellows, eighteen fcholars, with feveral exhibition-
ers, and independent ftudents ; the whole number about ninety. 

XVII. Wadham College is one of the moil regular, uniform, and beautiful col-
leges belonging to this univerfity, confifting of one noble quadrangle, which is 
nearly 130 feet fquare. The windows of the chapel, which ftands on the eaft fide 
of the court, are beautifully painted ; the eaft window is admirably done by one 
Van Ling a Dutchman ; it reprefents the paillon of our Saviour, and is faid to coil 
j 500 1. This fociety conflits of a Warden, fifteen fellows, fifteen fcholars, two 
chaplains, two clerks, and fixteen exhibitioners ; the number of ftudents of every 
kind amounting to about one hundred. 

XVIII. Pembroke College is a building confifting of two courts : the firft is a 
fmall quadrangle, but neat and uniform ; the fécond court is an irregular area, 
on one fide of which ftands the chapel ; this is an elegant modern edifice, of the 
Ionic order. The members of this college are one mailer, fourteen fellows, 
twenty-four fcholars and exhibitioners. All the ftudents taken together are near 
fixty. 

XIX. Worcefter College is fituated at the extremity of the weftern iuburb on 
an eminence on the bank of the Thames. A grand court is the only build'ings 
yet finiihed, in which is a library, of the Ionic order, 100 feet long, fupported by 
fpacious cloifters, and well furnifhed with books. Here alfo are a chapel and hall 
j nil built, each of which is 50 feet long and 25 broad. On the weft it is propofed 
to form a garden Hoping to the water : and when the whole of this building is 

fully 
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fully executed, it will be a well difpofed, elegant ftrudure. Here are a provoft, 
twenty fellows, and feventeen fcholars ; the whole number about fifty. 

XX. Hartford College ftands oppofite to the grand gate of the public fchools,., 
and confiils of one irregular court, which has been lately beautified, from a fund 
raifed for that purpofe by the late principal. Part of this court confiils of a few 
modern buildings, in the ftile of which the whole college is to be rebuilt, accor-
ding to a plan confifting of one quadrangle, projected in the year 1747. The 
foundation confifts of a principal, four fenior fellows, or tutors, and junior fel-
lows, or affiftants,. befides a certain number of ftudents.or fcholars. The prefent 
members are about twenty. 

The halls are, St.. Edmund's, St. Magdalen's, St, Alban's, St. Mary's,, and. 
New-inn Hall. 

Thefe halls are the only remains of numerous hoftels, or inns,, which were the 
only academical houfes originally poiTeifed by the ftudents of Oxford. 

Thefe focieties are neither endowed nor incorporated; they are fubjeft to their 
refpeftive principals, whofe falaries arife from the room-rents of the houfes. The. 
principals are appointed by the chancellor of the univerfity, that of Edmund Hall, 
excepted, who is nominated by Queen's College, under the patronage of which 
Edmund Hall ftill remains. 1 he other halls were formerly dependant on Darti-
cular colleges. 

B A M P T O N ftands upon a fmall river, that runs into the Thames at the diftance o£~ 
66 miles from London. Here is a charity fchool for 20 children, and a trade 
fuperior to that of any other place in England,, in leather jackets, gloves, breeches 
and flocking, which are brought hither in great quantities from Witney, and 
other neighbouring places, and bought up for the peafants of Berkihire, Wik-
iliire, and Dorfetihire. 

B A N B U R Y is 7 7 miles from London, and was firft made a borough in the firft 
year of queen Mary, by whofe charter it was governed by a bailiff, twelve alder-
men, and twelve burgeifes: in the reign of king James the Firft it was made a 
mayor town, with twelve aldermen, and fix capital burgeifes, and in 1718 it had 
a new charter from king George the Firft, and is. now governed by a mayor, a 
high fteward, recorder, fix capital burgeifes, and thirty affiftants, a town-clerk, 
and a ferjeant at mace. 

It is a pretty large town, with a handfome church, and two meeting-houfes, a. 
free fchool, and two charity fchools,. for teaching and cloathing poor children, 
one for thirty boys, and the other for twenty girls. Here is a workhoufe ; and; 
the place is famous for a particular kind of cakes, called Banbury cakes. The 
lands in the neighbourhood are remarkable for their fertility; and a fort of fair -
held annually for hiring of fervants, which in other places is called a Statute, is 
here called a Mop. Near this place is an ancient caftle called Broughton Caftle, 
built before the reign of king Henry the Sixth. 

B L C E S T E R S , 
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B I C E S T E R , B I S S E S T E R , or B U R C E S T E R , is 52 miles from London, and is a 

long itraggling town, with a church, a meeting-houfe, and a charity fchool for 
thirty boys. It is remarkable for excellent malt liquor. 

B U R F O R D is 85 miles diftant from London. It had a charter from king Henry 
the Second, and ftill.retains the appearance of a corporation, having a common 

deal, and being governed by two bailiffs, and other officers. It has a great mar-
ket for laddies j and on a heath near it, called the Seven Downs, there are frequent 
.horfe-races. 

" To take a Burford bait" is a proverbial expreffion5 which fignifies not to flay 
.the ftomach, but to overcharge it by an intemperate meal. 

" C H I P P I N G - N O R T O N took the addition Chipping from its having been a market 
or trading town in the time of the Saxons, (the word Ceapan, of which Chipping is 

,3. corruption, fignifying to cheapen) and to diftinguifh it from a town fouthweft of 
"Witney, called Brife-Norton. It is 76 miles from London, and fent members to 
parliament once in the reign of Edward the Firft, and twice in that of Edward the 
Third. It 

is a corporation, governed by two bailiffs, and other officers who are 
impowered to hold a court, and to judge and determine a&ions under 4 1. value. 
Here is a handfome church, built after a curious model and within the church 
are many-funeral monuments, with brafs plates, infcribed with the names of con-
fiderable merchants, which ferve as a proof that this town was formerly a place of 
great trade. On a heath near Chipping-Norton, called Chapel Heath, there are 
.annual horfe-races. 

. D . A D D I N G T O N , orDEDDiNGTON, is 62 miles from London, and was anciently a 
.corporation.. It fent members to parliament in the reigns of Edward the Firft 
and Third, but never fince : it is however ftill governed by a bailiff, and is a 
pretty large town, with a charity fchool for fixteen boys and as many girls. " 

H E N L E Y UPON T H A M E S , had the addition upon Thames from its fituation upon 
•that river, and by way of diftindion from feverai other towns in Eno-knd called 
Henley. It is 35 miles diftant from London, and is faid to be the ofdeft town in 1 

the county. It is a corporation, governed by a warden, burgeffes, and other officers 
The buildings are generally good; and here are two free fchools, one a grammar 
fchool, founded and endowed by king James the Firft, and the other called the 
Blue-coat fchool, founded by the lady Elizabeth Periam, for t e a c h i n g and cloathino-
ieveral poor children. Here is alfo an almshoufe, founded by Dr Lono-land° 
biihop of Lincoln; and a wooden bridge over the Thames, where it is° faid' I 
there was anciently one of ftone. The greater part of the inhabitants'of the town 
are maltfters, mealmen, and bargemen, who inrich themfelves and the neighbour 
hood, by fending corn, malt and wood to London; 300 cart loads of malt and 
corn are iometimes fold here on one market day. 

fo / fheep! 5 7 m i l C S L ° n d 0 n ' h a S ' C h a r i t y f c h o o l> a n d a S°Gd markei ' | 

T H A M E , or T A M E , took its name from the river Thames, on the fouth bank 
Of which * ftands, at the diftance of 45 miles from London. It is f,id to have 
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been a borough in the time of the Dapes, and is now a large town, confifting of 
one great ftreet, in the middle of which is a fpacious market place. Here LS a 
fine church and a free fchool, the mailer of which is nominated by the warden 
and fcholars of New College in Oxford ; and it has an alms-houfe for five poor 
men and a woman. 

W A T L I N G T O N is- diftant 43 miles from London, and has a good market-houfe 
and a free grammar ichool, founded in 1666, by — Stonor, Efq-, 

W I T N E Y , or W H I T N E Y , is 63 miles diftant from London, and confiils of one 
ftreet about a mile long. It is a populous town, and has a free fchool, founded 
and endowed by Mr. Henry Box, a druggift in London, with a fine library ad-
joining to i t : the grocers company in London are governors of this fchool,' and 
the members of St. Oriel's College in Oxford, vifitors. Here is alfo an hofpital 
for fix poor blanket-maker's widows, and a fchool for twelve poor children, found-
ed in 1723, by John Holloway 5 and to the revenues of this fchool, a perfon 
whofe name is Blake, has made fuch an addition, that thirty children are now 
taught in it. 

This town has a great manufacture of rugs and blankets: the blankets are com-
monly from ten to twelve quarters wide, and are preferred to all others for their 
whitenefs. Llere are 150 looms, 100 of which are almoft conftantly employed in 
weaving blankets: every loom employs eight hands, and it is reckoned that no 
lefs than 3000 perfons are bufied in carding and fpinning. The blankets are 
fcoured in mills ere&ed for that purpofe, on the river Windruih, the water of 
which, from a peculiar abfterfive nitrous quality, is very fit for this ufe. The 
blanket-makers here are formed into a corporation, which infpeits all the looms, 
and governs the bufinefs of weaving blankets for twenty miles round. Here is alfo 
a confiderable manufacture of duffils, which are a yard and three quarters wide, 
and are exported in great quantities to Virginia and New England, for cloathin^ 
the American Indians, and are now much ufed in Great Britain for winter wean 
Cuts for hammocks, and tilt-cloths for barge-men, are likewife made in this town, 
and here are a great many fell-mongers, who drefs and ftain iheep fkins, and 
make them into breeches and jackets, and fell them at Bampton. 

W T O O D S T O C K derives its name immediately from the Saxon, Wutoepcoc, which 
fignifies a woody place : it is generally known by the name of N E W W O O D S T O C K , 
but the reafon does not appear, for there is no other town called Woodftock in 
England. It is 60 miles diftant from London, and is faid to have been a royal 
palace in the days of king Ethelred. At this place king Alfred tranflated Boe-
tius de Confolatione Phil of ophite and here king Henry the Second built a labyrinth, 
called Rolamond's Bower, with a houfe in it, to fecrete his concubine Rofamond 
Clifford, from Eleanor his queen, but now there are no- traces either of the pa-
lace or bower. 

. * . -. -
This town is a corporation, governed by a mayor, a recorder, four aldermen, 

and fixteen common council-men. It is well paved, has very good inns, three 
alms-houfes, and a fchool, which was founded in the twenty-feventh year of the 
reign of queen Elizabeth, by Mr. Richard Cromwell, citizen and fkinner of Lon-
don. On a neighbouring courfe there are annual horie races. 
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Near this town there is a park called Woodftock Park, which was walled round 
by king Henry the Firft, and is laid to be the firft park that was inclofed in 
England. There is now feldom lefs than 5000 head of deer in it. 

" ili' 1 

The honour and manor of the town and hundred of Woodftock, were fettled 
by parliament in the reign of the late queen Ann, upon John Churchill, duke of 
Marlborough, who commanded the army of the grand alliance, formed by Eng-
land, Holland, Portugal, and other powers, to prevent the union of the two mo-
narchies, France and Spain, and upon.his descendants, male and female, as a 
reward for his military fervices, which were more extraordinary than thofe per-
formed by any other man fince the creation of the world ; for it was his peculiar 
honour, never to fight a battle that he did not win, nor befiege a place that he 
did not take. A palace was alfo built for him at the public expence, in a moft ] 
delightful fituation, about half a mile diftant from Woodftock, which, to com-
memorate the important vidtory which he obtained at Blenheim over the French 
and Bavarian forces, was called Blenheim Houfe. It was built by Sir John Van-
burgh, and is perhaps the moft magnificent villa in the kingdom. It is adorned 
with paintings and ftatues, and furnifhed with the moft curious and coftly move-
ables of every kind : fome of the apartments are hung with tapeftry that contains 
a reprefentation of the duke's principal vi&ories ; and there is a gallery, the del-
ing of which is painted by La Guerre, and the other parts by Sir James Thorn-
hill. There is an afcent to this palace from the town of Woodftock, over a bridge 
of one arch, which is 190 feet diameter, and coft 20,000 1. and the gardens con-
tain above one hundred acres of land. Several additions were made to this villa 
after the duke's death, by his dutchels; particularly a triumphal arch at the en-
trance from Woodftock, and an obeliilc in the chief avenue of Woodftock park, on 
which is infcribed a compendium of the duke's victories and character, drawn 
up by the late Dr. Hare, who had been his grace's chaplain, and was afterwards 
biihop of Chichefter. 

The duke's defcendants are obliged, by way of homage, for the tenure of this 
manor, to prefent annually a ftandard to the Sovereign on the fecond of Auguft, 
the anniverfary of the battle of Blenheim. 

C U R I O S I T I E S . 

Dorchefler It is faid that no viper or other venomous creature will live in the parifh of 
fatal to yeno- Dorchefter, weft of Watlington, between the ftreams of the Thames and the Tame, 
mous am- a n c [ n e a r their confluence, 
mals. 

Pyritse aurese. Near Banbury is dug up in great plenty, the foffil commonly called pyritse au-
rece, or the golden fire-ftone. , 

Medicinal Near Deddington there is a well of medicinal waters, of a ftrong fulphureous 
water , and fmell, and highly impregnated with a vitriolic fait. In digging this well was found 
cunous tof- t j i e foflQi called pyritae argenteas, a bed of belemnites, commonly called thunderbolts, 

and a confiderable quantity of the filver coloured marcafite. 
1 

Petrifying At Afton, fouth of Deddington, there is a petrifying fpring, the water of which 
fprings. cafes* the grafs, mofs, and other vegetable fubftances in its way, with a ftony 
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kind of ilime, which, while it hardens, confumes the fubftance it has faftened 
upon, fo that nothing but the petrified cafe remains. And at Summerton, a village 
fouth-eaft of Deddington, there is another petrifying fpring, the water of which forms 
a ftony cruft like a fheath, over vegetable fubftances of all kinds, but without 
deitroying them, and with fo little cohefion, that they may be drawn out with the 
greateil eafe, 

Cleydon, the northmoil village in this county, is remarkable for a fpring which A remark-
flows all the year, but moil plentifully in the drieil weather. Here like wife a r e A B L E FPR.INS' 
found the pyritae aureae, or the gold fire-itone, and the yellow aileria, or ftar- foinis Un°US 

ilone. 

In Woodftock Park there was an echo about a century ago, which, in a ilillAn echo« 
night, would repeat very diftinélly eighteen or twenty fyllables, but i t 'has been 
much impaired by removing fome buildings. 

King Edward the Confeifor was a native of Iflip in this county ; king Richard Remarkable 
the Firft, who, for his magnanimity, was furnamed Cœur de Lion, was born at Ox- P e r f°ns , na-
ford ; Geoffrey Chaucer, a famous Englifh poet, is faid to have been born at t i v e s o { t h i s 

Woodftock, where there is a houfe which ftill retains his name ; and at Milcomb,coun ty ' 
fouthweft of Banbury, was born a woman named Philippa French, who, when 
maided, was not three feet high, though ftraight and well proportioned. 

A N T I Q U I T I E S . 

This county, in common with Glocefterihire, was in the 'time of the Romans Ancient inha-
inhabited by the Dobuni, of whom mention has been made in the account o f b i t a n t s . 
Glocefterihire. The Ancalites, a people mentioned by Casfar, feem to have in-
habited thefe parts ; and it is generally thought, that they were feated on the 
fouth fide of the county. 

lkenild-ftreet, one of the four great Roman ways in England, often mentioned R o m a n ways, 
in this work, enters Oxfordihire out of Buckinghamihire, at a village called Chin-
ner, fouth-eaft of Thame -, and running fouth-weft, paifes the river Thames into 
Berkfhire, at Goring, about half way between Reading and Wallingford, two 
market towns of that county. 

-

Akeman-ftreet, a Roman confular way, that derives its name from Akeman-
cefter, the ancient name of the city of Bath in Somerfetihire, to which it leads, 
and where it terminates, enters the county of Oxford from Buckinghamihire, near 
Bicefter ; and running fouth-weft through Woodftock Park, and croifing the 
rivers Charwel, Evenlode, and Windruih, with feveral other lefs confiderable 
ftreams, enters Glocefterihire fouth-weft of Burford. 

There are alfo ftill to be feen in this county, the remains of one of the Roman 
Vicinal ways, or fuch as are called by Antoninus Chemini Minores : it was by the 
Britons called Gualhen, a word which fignifies "the Ancient Wall, and is now cal-
led Grimes Dike. It enters this county from Berkfhire, near Wallingford, crofies 
the Thames, and running fouth-eaft, and croifing lkenild-ftreet, paifes the Thames 
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a fecond time, near Henley, into Berkihire. It appears for the moft part a high 
caufey or bank, and in fome places divides into two c.aufeys, with a deep trench 
between them. 

I I 
Roman coins, In fome fields near Banbury, Roman coins have been frequently ploughed u p ; 
&c- and feverai Roman coins and medals have been found at Dorchefter, which is a 

town of great antiquity, and appears to have flouriihed under the Romans. Ro-
man coins are frequently dug up at Chipping Norton j and a pot full of thofe 
coins was not many years ago found at Thame. 

Alchefter, which in the Saxon language fignifies an old cafile, ftands fouth-weft 
of Bicefter, upon the Roman confular way called Akeman-ftreet: it was a fort 
or ftation of the Romans, and though the fite of it has been a long time part 
of a common field, yet the quadrangular compafs of the fortifications is ftill vi-
fible j and many Roman coins and other antiquities have been dug up here. 

At Stonesfield, about two miles north-weft of Woodftock, a large teflelated 
Roman pavement was difcovered in 1713, confifting of fmall fquare ftones and 
bricks, of different colours, ftrongly cemented : and near Great Tew, fouth-weft 
of Deddington, another Roman pavement has been found, confifting of red, 
white, blue, and yellow cubical pieces, fo difpofed as to form a variety of beau-
tiful figures. 

In a common belonging to Ewelme, a village in this county, north-eaft of Wal-
lingford, in Berkihire, there were found near the Roman way called Ikenild-ftreet, 
in the year 1720, an urn, containing copper coins, fome of which were as ancient 
as the arrival of Julias Csefar in Britain. 

At Wood Eaton, on the river Charwel, about four miles north from Oxford, 
there were found feverai Britifh coins of king Cunobeline, who reigned in this 
part of the ifland as early as the time of our Saviour's birth : on one fide was 
the figure of a horfe, with that of an ear of corn above it, and the letters CVNO. 
for Cunobeline, under i t : on the reverfe was alio the figure of an ear of corn, with 
the letters CAMU. for Camalodunum, the ancient name of Maiden in Eifex, where 
the coins were certainly ftruck. 

At Dorchefter feverai ancient Britifh coins were found, among which was one 
of king Cunobeline. 

Rollrch Northweft of Chipping Norton, upon the borders of Glocefterfhire, there is 
fiones. a n ancient monument, confifting of a circle of ftones, moft of which are about 

four feet and a half high, ftanding upright, which the country people here call 
Rollrich ftones, and concerning which there is a vulgar tradition, that they are 
petrified men. Some antiquarians are of opinion, that they are the remains of a 
Britifh temple •, but the moft general conje&ure is, that they were intended for a 
memorial of the advancement of one Rollo, a Danifh general, to the kingdom of 
England by his army. 

Four (hire Near the Rollrich ftones, and about four miles from Chipping Norton, there 
fioaes. are four ihire ftones, contiguous to one another, each of which is the boundary 
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of a county, the feveral counties of Oxford, Glocefter, Worcefter, and Warwick, 
meeting in this fpot. 

Iflip being the place where Edward the Confeffor was born, here was the font Edward the 
in which he was baptized, till very lately, when being put to indecent ufes, it Confeffor'« 
was taken away by a gentleman in the neighbourhood. fonr-

At Deddington and Chipping Norton, there were anciently caftles, of which Ancient 
fome few veitiges are ftill remaining. caftles. 

At Burford there was an ancient cuftom of carrying an artificial dragon about Ancient cuf-
the ftreets on Midfummer eve, which is fuppofed to allude to a certain banner on toms-
which a golden dragon was painted, that was taken by Cuthred, a Weft Saxon 
prince, from Ethelbald, a Mercian prince, in a battle fought in a field near this 
place, which is ftill called Battle Edge. 

When Dr. Plott wrote his natural hiftory of this county, an ancient cuftom ufed 
by young men at marriages, was ftill continued in the parifh of Deddington. 
The bridegroom fet up a poft perpendicular to the horizon, and placed a ilender 
piece of timber, moveable upon a fpindle, crofs the top of i t ; at one end of the 
moveable piece hung a board, and a bag of fand at the other. The young men 
who attended the bride and bridegroom, being mounted on horfeback, with each 
a ftaff in his hand, by way of lance, run at the board, as knights were ufed to 
do at the ring, and he that firft broke it with his ftaff, in his career, received 
fome honorary prize: nor was this prize obtained without fome danger to the ad-
venturer, for as the crofs piece of timber, to one end of which the board hung, 
turned very freely upon its axis, a fmart blow upon the board brought the bag 
of fand, which hung at the other end, round with proportionable violence, from 
which the rider generally received a hearty bang upon his back, neck, or head, 
and was frequently unhorfed, to the great merriment of the fpe&ators. 

Hook Norton, vulgarly Hogs Norton, is thought to have been anciently a Hooj_ ^ 
royal feat-, and Camden fays, that the inhabitants were formerly fuch clowns and ton. 
churls, that to be born at Hogs Norton, became a proverb to denote rudenefs and 
ill-breding. 

The fabulous hiftory of Oxford carries its origin as high as one thoufand years Antiquities of 
before the time of our Saviour, and afcribes its foundation to a king of the Bri- Oxford; 
tons, named Memprick, from whom Oxford is faid to have been called Caer 
Memprick, or the City of Memprick, a name which we are told was afterwards-
changed to Caer Bojfa, the city of Boffa, and again to Rhid-Tchen, a name fynony-
mous with the Saxon, Oxen-pojVD, from which the prefent name is derived. This 
city is alfo faid to have been, at different periods, called Bellofitum and Beaumont, 
names which allude to the beauty of its fituation : and we are told, that being de-
ftroyed by the Saxons, in their firft attempt upon this country, it was reftored to 
its former grandeur by the Britifh king Vortigern, whence it was called Caer Vor-" 
tigern, or the City of Vortigern. 

- . . . . fffii But whatever might be the ftate of this city under the Britons, it is certain that 
it was a place of no great consideration under the Saxons, till the time of king-

Alfred, 
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Alfred, who founded, or rather refounded, an univerfity here in the year 886. 
This city was afterwards laid in aihes by the Danes, in the reign of king Ethel-
red, about the year 1002, and was again reitored by Edward the Confeifor. The 
inhabitants joined in a rebellion againft William the Conqueror, who befieged the 
city, took it, and gave it up to be plundered, in revenge for fome affront which 
one of the inhabitants offered him from the wall. He afterwards built a caflle on 
the well fide of the city, as a check upon the inhabitants, of greafr ilrength and 
extent, as appears by the ruins, among which a fquare high tower, and a lofty 
mount are ftill remaining. He is alfo fuppofed to have furrounded the city with 
new walls, of which fome fcattered fragments are ftill to be feen ; and of the ori-
ginal gates, that to the north is no\# Handing. 

In the reign of king John, the magiilrates of this town having, without trial, 
hanged up three priefts, or fcholars, belonging to the univerfity, for a murder, 
of which they were fuppofed to be innocent, the ftudents retired from Oxford to 
Reading, in Berkihire, the city of Salifbury, in Wiltshire, Maidftone, in Kent, 
Cambridge, and other places : by this defertion the town was in a fhort time fo 
impoverifhed, that it fent deputies to the Pope's legate at Weftminfter, who 
begged pardon upon their knees, and fubmitted to public penance, upon which 
the fcholars, after four or five years abfence, returned. 

To this city the fame laws and cuftoms were granted by ancient charters, as to 
London : its inhabitants were toll-free all over England, and it was frequently 
honoured with the prefence of our kings, who often called parliaments and other 
great councils of ftate in this place. 

of the univcr- The earlieft accounts of the univerfity of Oxford are equally doubtful with thofe 
fry. of the city: the foundations of both are by fome referred to the Britifh king Mem-

prick j by fome to another Britifh king, named Arviragus, who reigned in the 
time of the emperor Domitian, about the feventieth year of the Chriftian ¿era; 
and by others to king Yortigern, already mentioned. 

Upon the whole, it is probable that this univerfity was founded foon after the I 
Chriftian religion was eftablifhed in England, for in the papal confirmation of it, 
under the pontificate of Martin the Second, in the fixth century, it is ftiled an 
ancient academy or -univerfity. 

Some hiftorians affirm, that before the reign of Eorpwald, king of the Eaft 
Angles, there were two general feminaries of literature in England ; one for the 
inftru&ion of youth in the Latin language, at a place in Glocefterfhire, not far |f 
from Oxford, called therefore Latinlade, and afterwards by corruption, Leccalade 
and Lechlaae : the other for teaching the Greek language, at a place which then 
was called Greglade and Greccalade, but now Creklade, a borough town of 
ihire. The ftudents and mailers in both thefe academies are faid to have been 
removed by the Saxons to Oxford. 

We have however no credible accounts of this univerfity before the time of 
king Alfred, towards the end of the ninth century ; Alfred is therefore generally 
confidered as its founder, though he was in fad no more than the reftorer of learn-
ing at this place. 

§ At 
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At the acceifion of Alfred learning had fuffered fo much by the wars of the 

Romans, Danes, and Saxons, that few perfons could read Engíifh, and fcarce a 
fingle prieft in the kingdom underftood Latin. 

T o remedy this inconvenience, Alfred firft ordered Gregory's Paftoral * to be 
tranflated into Englifh, and fent a copy of it to every bifhop. in the kingdom : 
he then procured feverai men of literature, and among others were Grymbald, and 
John the Monk, two men eminent, as well for their piety as for their learning, 
whom, in 886, he fettled at Oxford, which was before that time an univerfity or 
feminary of literature. 

Grymbald, and the learned men that accompanied him hither, h a v i n o - pre-
fcribed new ftatutes, inftitutions, and forms of reading, to the ftudents, the old 
fcholars refufed to comply. They pleaded that letters flourifhed here before the 
arrival of Grymbald ; and that, if the ftudents were lefs in number before his ar-
rival than afterwards, it was owing to their having been expelled in great num-
bers by the tyranny of Pagans and Infidels : they further infilled, that they were 
ready to prove, by the undoubted teftimony of their annals, that good rules and 
orders had long fubfifted for the government of the place; that thefe rules were 
prefcribed by Gildas, Melkin, Nennius, Kentigern, and others, of great learn-
ing and piety, who had profecuted their ftudies at Oxford, and formed and im-
proved the conftitution of its univerfity. 

After the animofity between Grymbald and the old ftudents of Oxford had 
fubfifted three years, it broke out with fuch violence, that upon Grymbald's com-
plaint, king Alfred came in perfon to Oxford, and was at great pains in hearing 
both parties, and endeavouring to accommodate their differences j and having; ex-
horted them to friendfhip and reconciliation, he left them, in hopes that they 
would comply; but the ftudents continuing their oppofition, Grymbald retired 
to the monaftery at Winchefter, which Alfred had then lately founded. * 

During the ftay of Grymbald at Oxford, he and St. Neots were regents and 
readers of divinity; grammar and rhetoric were taught by After, a monk, a 
man of extraordinary parts and knowledge logic, mufic, and arithmetic, by 
John, a monk of St. Davids ^ and geometry and aftronomy, by another John, a 
monk, and the collegue of Grymbald, a perfon of admirable knowledge at that 
time in thofe fciences. $ 

For the advancement of learning in this place, king Alfred built three halls, T Univerfit 
as is generally believed, all iubjeót to one head, and called by the names of Great College. 
Univerfity Hall, Little Univerfity Hall, and Lefs Univerfity Hal l ; and in thefe 
halls he placed twenty-fix ftudents in divinity, whom he endowed with annual 
ftipencls, paid out of the royal exchequer. Others are of opinion, that king 

* T h i s Gregory was the firft pope of the name ; he is called St. Gregory , and Gregory the Great-, 
and was born in the latter part of the fixth century : being elef ted to the pontificate upon the death of 
Pelagius the Second, he is faid to have hidden himfelf in a cavern ; and it is pretended that he was inira-
culouily difcovered in his retreat by a column of fire, which appeared to rife f rom the rock, under which 
he .was concealed. H e was reproached by John biihop of Ravenna, for fecreting himfelf after his elec-
tion, as a refiftance of the Ho ly Ghof t ; and as an anfwer to this reproach, he wrote a celebrated book, 
called the Paß oral, or the Duty of Paß ors. 

> Alfred 
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Alfred founded only one hall here, under a threefold diftindion, from the pro-
fefiions or fciences taught in it. Such however is the foundation of what is now 
called Univerfity college, which is allowed to be the moil ancient in Oxford. 
S o m e h o w e v e r maintain that this college was a manfion for fcholars long before 
the time of king Alfred, and that St. John de Beverley, who died in 721, received 
his education here. Its fubfiilence prior to Alfred, they fay, appears by a par-
liamentary petition in the reign of Richard the Second; and they infill, that 
Alfred only rebuilt the houfe which he called' Great Univerfity Hall, and pro-
vided the ftudents with exhibitions. 

In the reign of king Ethelred, this college or hall was facked and burnt, to-
p-ether with the city, by the Danes and they were lcarcely rebuilt, when king 
Harold, who fucceeded to the crown in 1036, being much incenfed againft this 
place, for the murder of fome of his friends, in a tumult, banifned the fcholars 
from' their ftudies. By an edid of Edward the Confeifor, the fcholars were 
however reftored to their ancient penfions and habitations but William the Con-
queror, being defirous to aboliih the Engliih tongue, and therefore unwilling to 
have the dodrines of the church any longer preached in it, was vigorouily op-
pofed by the clergy and fcholars of Oxford, upon which he retraded the ilipends 
granted them by king Alfred, and the fcholars were thus reduced to live on 
charitable contributions, till the college was a fecond time endowed. 

This college, according to fome writers, ^as at the time of the Conqueft let 
out to the fcholars by the Citizens, into whofe poifeifion it is fuppofed to have come 
during the Danifn wars but this circumftance is by no means probable, fince the 
edid of Edward the Confeifor reftored the fcholars to their ancient privileges. 
However, it is certain that for fome time before the reign of Henry the Third, 
the fcholars rented the college of the citizens ; by what means it became the pro-
perty of the city does not appear, but fuch was the city's right to this college, 
that it had power to fell it, and it was adually bought of the city by William, 
archdeacon of Durham, who died in 1249 > anc^ ^ anc^ teftament, be-
queathed it to the ftudents, and endowed it with three hundred and ten marks, 
for the maintenance of ten or,twelve fcholars. 

At what time this place was dignified with the title of an univerfity, is uncer-
tain but in the year 1256, in an addrefs from the univerfity to the king, at St. 
Albans, complaining that the bifhop of Lincoln encroached upon its privileges, 
it is exprefsly called an ' univerfity, and the fecond fchool of the church, after 
c the univerfity of Paris :' and before this time, the popes, in their decretals, al-
lowed the title of an univerfity to thofe only of Paris, 'Oxford, Bononia, and Sa-
lamanca. 

IT. Baliol Though in the reign of Henry the Third, particularly in the year 1231, there 
College. appears to have been no lefs than 30,000 ftudents at this univerfity, confifting of 

Engliih, Scots, French, and' Iriih, yet there was but one college or hall, till after 
the year 1260, when the foundation of another college was projeded by Sir John 
Baliol of Bernard Caftle, in Yorkihire, knight, father of John Baliol, king of 
Scotland, who fettled fome yearly exhibitions upon certain poor fcholars, till he 
could provide a houfe and other accommodations for them ^ but dying in 1269, 
Jiis widow, Devorgilla, having been requefted by him to compleat iiis defign, 
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hired of the univerfity a houfe in a ftreet, then called Horfemanger-ftreet, -but 
now Canditch, in which fhe placed her exhibitioners, confifting" of a principal and 
fixteen fellows, and prefcribed ftatutes for their government in 1282. After-
wards, in 1284, fhe purchafed another tenement, called St. Mary's Hall, which -
ihe rebuilt, and to which the fociety was removed by her charter, giving it the 
name of Baliol College. 

After Baliol College, the other focieties of this univerfity were fucceflively en- ill. Mer ton 
dowed. Walter de Merton, lord high chancellor of England, in the reign of College, 
king Henry the Third, and afterwards biihop of Rocheiter, firft founded and en-
dowed a college of twenty poor fcholars, and two or three chaplains, at Maiden, 
near Kingfton, a market town of Surry, in the year 1261 but becaufe the li-
beral arts were taught only in the Univerfities, and he was not willing that his 
ftudents iliould be ignorant in them, he tranflated this fociety to a building he 
crefted for them in St. John's ftreet at Oxford in 1267, prefcribed a body of 
ftatutes for them in 1274, and gave the college the name of Domus Scholarium de 
Merton. 

In the year 1 3 1 4 , Walter Stapledon,^ biihop of Exeter, purchafed two buildings I V . Exeter 
in the city of Oxford, one called Hart Hall, and the other Arthur's Hall, where College, 
he inftituted a fociety, confifting of a reftor and twelve fcholars, by the name of 
the fociety of Stapledon Hall ^ but not liking the fituation, he bought a piece of 
ground in the parifh of St. Mildred in this city, and having erefted convenient 
lodgings and other accommodations for them, he tranflated the fociety to this 
building, which was at firft called Stapledon Inn, but afterwards Exeter College. 

About the year 1318, the Hebrew tongue began to be read at this univerfity, 
by a Jewiih convert, towards whofe ftipend every clerk in Oxford contributed 
one penny for every mark of his ecclefiaftical revenue. 

Camden, Prynn, and other antiquarians, afcribe the foundation of Oriel Col- ya oriel 
lege to king Edward the Second, in 1324^ but it does not appear that he contri- College, 
buted much farther to this foundation, than granting a licence to Adam le Brome, 
his almoner, in 1324, to build and endow a college here, by the name of St. 
Mary's Hall. To this fociety, king Edward the Third,, in 1327, being the firft 
year of his reign, gave a large building in Oxford, called le Oriel, to which the 
fellows removing from St. Mary's Hall, this was called Oriel College. 

Robert Eglesfield, a batchelor of divinity in this univerfity, and a native of V. Oncer 
Cumberland, at the defire of queen Philippa, confort-of king Edward the Third, College, 
in the year 1340, purchafed certain houfes in the pariih of St. Peter in the Eaft, 
in the city of Oxford, which he converted into a collegiate hall, by the name of 
Aula Schola?-ium Raging de Oxon. and having obtained a royal charter of con-
firmation, dated the 18th of January 1340, he endowed this hall for a provoft 
and twelve fellows, in allufion to Jefus Chrift and his twelve apeftles. He in-
tended alfo to endow it with revenues for the maintenance of feventy poor fcholars, 
in reference to Chrift's feventy dilciples; but this part of the defign was never ex-
ecuted. By the founder's rules, the fellows were to be cholen out of Cumber-
land and Weftmoreland, in preference to any other county. 

VOL. II. A A ' After 
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After the founder's death, king Edward the Third gave two tenements to this 
college, and iettled them on the fociety, by the name of Queen's College, or 
HalC in remembrance of his queen Philippa, who was a great benefadrefs to it. 

About this time the ftudents of Oxford growing wanton and infolent, feparated 
themfelves into two parties or fadions, diftinguiihed by the names of the Northern 
and Southern men j and after many ads of violence and hoftility, the Northern 
men retired to Stamford in Lincolnfhire, and began to profecute their ftudies in 
fome hails or colleges which had been ereded there when it was an univerfity ; but 
in a few years they returned to Oxford again, and laws were enaded, prohibiting 
the profeifion of the liberal arts and fciences at Stamford, to the prejudice of Ox-
ford univerfity. 

VII New "William of Wickham, bifhop of Winchefter, having ereded and endowed 
Col lege . ' a college at Winchefter, for teaching a certain number of boys grammar learn-

ing, formed a defign, about the year 1369, of building a college in Oxford, 
to which they might be removed at a proper time, and pafs through a regu-
lar courfe of academical ftudies: he therefore obtained of king Richard the Se-
cond, in the third year of his reign, a licence, dated the 30th of June 1379, 
carrying his defign into execution ; he laid himfelf the firft ftone of a magnificent 
ftrudure, which being finiihed in 1386, he called New College; and on the 14th 
of April, in that year, the warden and fellows were admitted with great folemni- j, 
ty. The ftatutes, habits, cuftoms, and privileges of this college are different 
from thofe of any other college in the univerfity. 

vnr. Lin- Richard Fleming, bifhop of Lincoln, in 1427, being the fixth year of Henry 
coin College, sixth, began a college here for one redor, feven fellows, and two chaplains, 

which he defigned as a feminary of divines, who might confute the dodrines of 
Wickliff; but before this defign was completed, he died, and Thomas Rotheram, 
bifhop of Lincoln, in the year 1475, finiihed the building of the college, and 
encreafed its revenues; he gave it a body of ftatutes, and called it Lincoln Col-
lege. 

IX. All i n the year 1437, Henry Chichley, archbiihop of Canterbury, began a college 
Souls Col- j ]ere? he endowed for a warden and forty fellows, chiefly with the lands. 
lege ' of alien priories, which were diffolved in the reign of Henry the Fifth. In 

1438, the biihop procured a charter for incorporating this fociety j he called th^ 
college Collegium Animarum omnium defunttorum de Oxon. and hither he foon after-
wards fent a body of ftatutes, direding the eledion of the fellows to be upon All 
Souls day annually. 

All the buildings of this college, except the cloifters upon the eaft fide of the 
quadrangle, were ereded during the life of the founder. 

, , In 1458, William Patten, called alfo Wainfleet, bifhop of Winchefter, founded 
Colic I " a college here, on the fite where an hofpital dedicated to St. John had formerly 

1 * flood, and endowed it, among other lands, with thofe belonging to the hofpital, 
for the maintenance of a prefident, and fifty graduate fcholars, whom he direded 
to be augmented or reduced, as the revenues encreafed or diminifhed. He called 
the fociety by the name of Mary Magdalen College. 

In 
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In the year 1511, being the third of Henry the Eighth, William Smith, biihop XI Brazen-
of Lincoln, and chancellor of this univerfity, and Richard Sutton of Preftbury, n o f e College, 
near Macclesfield, a market town of Cheihire, founded a college for a principal 
and fixty fcholars, and called it Brazen-nofe College, from a hall of the fame 
name, diitinguifhed by a large brafs nofe upon the gate, on the fite of which hail 
this college was partly built. 

In 1513, Richard Fox, biihop of Winchefter, founded a college here for a X I I . Corpus , 
warden, certain monks, and fecular canons, defigned as a feminary to the priory C h n i u Col• 
of St. Swithin in Winchefter j but the founder, in 1516, converted this college 
to the ufe of fecular ftudents, like the other colleges of the univerfity, and en-
larging the buildings, endowed it for a prefident, twenty fellows, two chaplains, 
two clerks, two chorifters, and three lecturers in philofophy and divinity, giving 
it the name of Corpus-Chrifti College. 

In 1525, the feventeenth of Henry the Eighth, Thomas Wolfey, cardinal ofxiil. Chrift-i 
Sancta Cascilia, and archbiihop ofYork, obtained two bulls of Pope Clement the Chu:ch Col-
Seventh, for diifolving above forty monafteries, and converting their eftates to- ,e2e-
wards building and endowing two colleges, one at Ipfwich, a borough town of 
Suffolk, the place of the cardinal's nativity, and another at Oxford j he alio pro-
cured a royal charter, dated the 13th of July 1525, impowering him to build and 
endow a college, by the name of Cardinal College, upon the fite of a priory dedi-
cated to Fridefwide, one of the religious houfes juft diffolved, and to fettle in this 
college a dean, fecular canons, and other gownmen, for the ftudy of the liberal 
arts and fciences and towards their maintenance, to purchafe an eftate of 2000 1. 
per annum, and convey it to the fociety. 

The cardinal, two days after the date of the charter, laid the foundation of this 
college with great folemnity; but being impeached of high treafon in 1529, be-
fore the buildings were finiihed, all the eftates and poffeffions of this fociety were 
forfeited to the king, which put a ftop to the buildings for three years, at the end 
of which time, the king iffued out letters patent, ordering the building to be car-
ried on, the fame revenues to be fettled on the fociety, and the foundation to be 
called king Henry the Eighth's College but being afterwards diflatisfied with 
this appointment, he fuppreffed the inftitution in 1545, and in the year follow-
ing ere&ed the church of this college into a cathedral, by the name of the Ca-
thedral Church of Chrift in Oxford, founded by king Henry the Eighth, and fet-
tled in it a biihop, dean, and eight canons, eight clerks, eight chorifters, a 
mufic-mafter, an organift, and forty ftudents, who were to be chofen yearly from 
Weftminfter-lchool, and the number of whom was augmented by queen Eliza-
beth. 

A m o n q the religious houfes diffolved by king Henry the Eighth, there was a XIV. Triw-
college here for the education of the monks of the cathedral church of Durham, ty College, 
which was therefore called D u r h a m College. This houfe being granted by king 
Edward the Sixth, in 1552, the feventh year of his reign, to his phyfician George 
Owen, was, in 1554, purchafed by Sir Thomas Pope knight, who, in 1555,_ re-
paired the building, and endowed it for a prefident, twelve fellows, and eight 
fcholars, calling it Trinity College. 
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XV. ?t. _ In 1555, being the fecond of Philip and Mary, Sir Thomas White, alderman 

of London, purchafed a building belonging to this univerfity, called St. Bernard's 
' College, formerly in poifeflion of the monies of St. Bernard; and in 1557, en-

dowed it, by the name of St. John Baptift's College, for a prefident, fifty fellows 
and fcholars, three chaplains, three lay clerks, and fix choriiters; but the chap-
lains, lay clerks, and choriiters, were about twenty years afterwards fuppreifed 
by the prefident and fellows.. 

X V I jefus In 1571, Hugh Price, do£tor of the canon laws in this univerfity, procured a 
charter from queen Elizabeth, for building and endowing a college here for a 
principal, eight fellows, and eight fcholars the queen agreed to furniih timber 
for the building, upon condition that ihe ihould have the firit nomination of the 
principal, fellows and fcholars, and that the college ihould be called Collegium Jefu 
infra civitatem univerjitatem Oxon. ex fundatione reginx Elizabeths ; whence this 
fociety claim the honour of a royal founder. 

XVr r . Wad- Nicholas Wadham, Efq; fometime a gentleman commoner in this univerfity, 
ham College. h a v i n g }a}rl the deiign of building a college here, directed it to be carried into exe-

cution by his will; and accordingly, Dorothy his widow and executrix, in 1609, 
purchafed the fite of a diifolved priory of the canons of St. Auitin in this city, and 
erefted a noble quadrangle, with ftatues of herfelf and her huiband over the weft-
ern gate; and having procured a royal charter, impowering her to endow it for a 
warden, fifteen fellows, fifteen fcholars, two chaplains, two clerks, and other in-

/ ferior officers, by the name of Wadham College, it was opened, and the feveral 
members admitted accordingly, on the 12th of April 1613. 

XVIII . Pem- Thomas Tifdale, of Glimpton, near Woodftock, Efq; by his will, dated the 
broke Col- 3 0 t h Gf June 1 6 1 0 , left 50001. to purchafe an eftate, for the maintenance of cer-
e£e' tain fellows and fcholars, to be chofen from the free fchool of Abingdon in Berk-

fhire, into any college of this univerfity. The truftees of this will offered to en-
creafe the fociety of Baliol College, by Mr. Tifdale's legacy, with feven fellows 
and fix fcholars, but not coming to an agreement, Dr. Richard WThightwick, for-
merly a member of Baliol College, perfuaded the truftees of Mr. Tifdale's will to. 
purchafe a building, originally belonging to the priory of St. Fridefwide, called 
Broadgate-hall, for the fettlement of this charity ; and promifed, 

upon that con-
dition, that he himfelf would be a confiderable benefadtor. Mr. Tifdale's truftees, 
therefore, procured a royal charter, dated June the 29th, 1624, impowerino-
them to found a college within the limits of Broadgate-hall, for one mafter, ten 
fellows, and ten fcholars, by the name of Pembroke college, which name was 
given it in honour of William earl of Pembroke then chancellor of the univerfity. 
The royal charter alfo impowered George archbiihop of Canterbury, William 
earl of Pembroke, and Dr. Richard Whightwick, to make a body of ftatutes for 
the fociety, who were allowed to purchale lands and tenements to the yearly value 
of 700 1. Soon after this, the fellows and fcholars were put in poileffion of their 
college ; but the number of ftudents increafing fo much, that the building could 
not accommodate them, the fociety annexed to their college certain chambers, 
called Abingdon lodgings, 'and Camby lodgings. 

XIX. Wor- In this univerfity there was a hall called Glocefter-hall, from having been origi-
cefter Col- a f e m j n a i y f o r educating the monks of Glocefter. On the fuppreifion of ab-
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bies it fell into the king's hands ; and afterwards, by a royal grant from queen 
Elizabeth, it came to one Mr. Doddington, from whom it was purchafed by Sir 
Thomas White, founder of St. John Baptift's College, and by him repaired in 
fome meafure, endowed, and conveyed to that fociety, who made it a houfe -for 
ftudents, under a principal; but in 1714, this hall was endowed by Sir Thomas 
Cooke of Aftley, near the city of Worcefter, in the county of that name, Bart, for 
a provoft, fix fellows, and fix fcholars; upon which it was ereded to a college, 
by the name of Worcefter College. 

Here was a building formerly called Hart-hall* from Elias de Hartford, who, XX. Hart-
in the reign of Edward the Firft, demifed it under this name to fome fcholars of f o r d College;, 
the univerfity. It was afterwards purchafed by Walter Stapledon, bifhop of Exe-
ter, and founder of Exeter College, who, on the 10th of May 1312, had a char-
ter granted him, for affigning this hall, together with another tenement called 
Arthur's Hall, to twelve fcholars. So long as the biihop's fcholars continued 
here, it was called Stapledon Hall; but they removing, it recovered its former 
name. Exeter College had long the nomination of a principal to this hall, and 
many of the fellows of New College refided here with their warden,, while that 
college was building. Here were formerly twelve ftudents, to whom the univer-
fity paid a yearly penfion of 50 1. upon account of the ab'bat and monks of Glaften-
bury, a market town of Somerfetfhire, for the maintenance of fuch youth as were 
fent hither from Glaftenbury fchool: but this hall being endowed by its late prin-
cipal, Dr. Richard Newton, for a principal, four fenior fellows, or tutors, and. 
junior fellows, or affiftants, befides a certain number of ftudents, or fcholars, 
was, upon the 8th of September 1740, erected to a. college, by the name of Hart-
ford College. 

E C C L E S I A S T I C A L A N T I Q^U I T I E Si 

Upon the converfion of the Saxons to the Chriftian faith, Kenegils, king of' 
the Weft Saxons, gave Dorchefter to St. Birine, the apoftle of thele parts,°for 
the place of his refidence. About the year 635 St. Birine built a church here,, 
and made this place the feat of his biihopric, which then comprifed the two large 
kingdoms of the Weft Saxons and Mercians. This continued a biihop's fee till, 
bifhop Remigius tranilated the epifcopal feat to the city of Lincoln, about the 
year 1086. • ' 

Here was an abbey of Black canons, built by Alexander bifhop of " Lincoln,, 
about the year 1140, dedicated to St. Peter, St. Paul, and St. Birine, and en-
dowed, at the diiTolution, with 219 1. 12 s. per annum. 

About the year 730, Didanus, a petty king in thefe parts, is faid to have 
founded a nunnery at Oxford, dedicated to St. Maryland All Saints, which at-
firft confifted of twelve religious virgins of noble birth, under the government of 
his own daughter Fridefwide, who was buried here, and afterwards canonized for 
a faint; whence this monaftery, in cburfe of time, was dedicated to her memory, 
and almoft always called by her name. 

This houfe, after having fucceffively been in the poffeffion of fecular canons,, 
monks, priefts, and regular canons, of the. order of St..Auftin, continued in being 

till: 
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till it was diifolved by pope Clement the Seventh, at the inftance of cardinal Wol-
fey, when its annual revenues were rated at 224 1. 4s. 8 d. Upon the fite of this 
monaftery, Chrift-church College was founded, and partly endowed by its reve-
nues, as was mentioned before. 

In the caftle of Oxford there was a collegiate church for fecular canons, founded 
and endowed in 1074, by Robert D'Oily, and Roger Iveri; but this church, 
with all its revenues, was, in 1149, annexed to a houfe of regular canons at 
Ofeney, near this city; and the buildings were afterwards occupied by ftu-
dents. 

There is an ancient manufcript, quoted by fome writers, which makes mention 
of a monaftery here, dedicated to St. Aldatus, before the year 1122. 

About a mile eaftward of this city, there is yet in being a little hofpital, dedi-
cated to St. Bartholomew, as ancient as the reign of king Henry the Firft. It 
confifted formerly of a mafter, who was a prieft, two healthful brethren, fix in-
firm or leprous brethren, and a clerk. In 1328, king Edward the Third gave it 
to Oriel College, upon condition of maintaining in it a chaplain and eight poor 
brothers. 

Here was an hofpital dedicated to St. John Baptift, confifting of a mafter and 
feverai brothers and filters, in the reign of king John : king Henry the Third new 
founded, or at leaft new built it, in 1233, laying the firft ftone himfelf; and king 
Henry the Sixth gave the mafter and brethren leave to give up and convey this 
houfe, and all the eftates belonging to it, to William Wainfleet biihop of Win-
chefter, about the year 1456, who, on or near the fite of it, laid the foundation of 
Magdalen College. 

The Dominican friars, upon their coming to England in 1221, repaired to Ox-
ford, where Ifabel de Bulbec, widow to Robert earl of Oxford, gave them 
ground in a parifh called St. Edward's, upon which to build a houfe and chapel ; 
but about forty years afterwards they removed their habitation to a little iiland, 
near a gate called Watergate, in a pariih called St. Ebb's, which was given them 
by king Henry the Third ; and here they continued till the diifolution. 

The Francifcan friars came to Oxford in 1224, and fettled alfo in St. Ebb's pa-
riih, in houfes aifigned them by Richard le Mercer, Richard le Miller, Thomas 
Walongs, and others. 

The Carmelite friars firft fettled in this city in 1225, in an houfe given them 
by Nicholas de Molis, fometime governor of the caftle of Oxford, on the weft 
fide of a ftreet called Stock well ftreet, on the ground where Worcefter College 
now ftands ; but fixty years afterwards, king Edward the Second gave to twenty-
four of thefe friars a royal palace called Beaumont, built by king Henry the 
Firft, in the north part of the city, where they continued till the diifolution. 

Without the weft gate of this city, near the caftle, on a piece of ground where 
formerly ftood a church dedicated to St. Benedict, king Henry the Third placed 
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the friars de Sacco, who continued here till they were iuppreffed, with fome other 
mendicant orders, in 1307. 

King Henry the Third, in 1268, gave the friars heremites, of the order of St. 
Auftin, a piece of ground in a pariih called Holywell parifh, on which to build a 
chapel and lodgings ; and here they continued till the general fuppreifion. 

On the fouth fide of the ftreet, without the eaft gate, over againft Magdalen 
Hall, Edmund earl of Cornwall founded a fmall houfe and chapel for Trinitarian 
friars, of the redemption of captives, in 1291 ; in which, and in a chapel dedi-
cated to the Trinity, within Eaftgate, the brethren of this order, and feveral poor 
fcholars, who lived upon alms, continued till near the time of the general diiTo-
lution. 

The crouched friars had, in a place called Grantpount, not far from Broadgate-
hall, an houfe given them by Richard Cary, mayor of this city, fometime in the 
reign of Edward the Firft ; but about the year 1348, they procured an houfe and 
chapel near St. Peter's church in the Eaft. 

At Eniham, near Oxford, there was a Benedidline abbey, built and endowed 
by Ailmer earl of Cornwall and Devonihire, before the year 1005, dedicated to 
the Virgin Mary, St. Benedi6t, and All Saints, and valued, upon the diifolution, 
at 42 1 1. 16 s. 1 d. per annum. 

At Cogges, near Witney, there was an alien priory of Black monks, fubordi-
nate to the abbey of the Trinity at Fifcamp in Normandy, who feem to have been 
placed here by the anceftors of Manaifer Arfic, lord of the barony of this place, 
before the year 1103. 

Before the year 1081, Hugh de Grentemaifnil gave to the abbey of St. Ebrulf, 
at Utica in Normandy, the manor and church of Charleton, eaft of Woodftock ; 
and here is fuppofed to have been an alien priory, fubordinate to that foreign 
abbey. 

Robert D'Oily, nephew to the firft of the fame name, built in 1129, in one of 
the iilets made by the river Thames, called Ofeney iilands, not far from the caftle 
of Oxford, a priory of canons Auguftines, dedicated to the Virgin Mary. This 
houfe, in fome ihort time after, became an abbey and, at the diiTolution, had 
yearly revenues, valued at 654 1. 10 s. 2d. 

Upon the erection of the new biihoprics by king Henry the Eighth, in 1542, 
this abbey was changed into a cathedral church, dedicated to Chrift and the Vir-
gin Mary, in which were fettled a dean and fix prebendaries, v/ho were the chap-
ter of the bifhop of Oxford; but this eftabliihment continued not above three 01* 
four years, for in 1546, the conventual church of St. Fridefwide, then called 
King Henry the Eighth's College, was made the cathedral, and called Chrift-
Church. 

At a place called Ottelev, near Iilip, there was an abbey of Ciftertian monks, 
5 - , founded 
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founded by Robert Gait; but the monks of this place were foon after, on account 
of the low and unhealthy fituation of the place, removed to 

Tame, where Alexander biihop of Lincoln gave them his park to build a mona-
ftery on, in 1137. It was dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and endowed, on the 
fuppreffion, with a yearly revenue of 256 1. 13 s. yd . 

About the end of the reign of king Henry the Sixth, or king Edward the 
Fourth, Richard Quatermain founded and endowed an hofpital near the church in 
this town. 

* 

About the end of the reign of king Henry the Firft, John of St. John gave 
fome ground at Godftow, near Oxford, to a religious matron called Editha, who, 
in the reign of king Stephen, built on it an abbey for Benedi&ine nuns, dedicated 
to the Virgin Mary and St. John Baptift. King Henry the Second was a great 
benefaitor to this abbey, on account, as is thought, of Rofamond Clifford his 
concubine's having been interred here. The revenues of this houfe, upon the 
diifolution, amounted to 2741. 5 s. 10 d. per annum. 

Queen Maud, wife of king Stephen, gave the manor of Temple-Cowley, near 
Oxford, to the knights templars, who built a houfe of their order upon it, in 
which were a preceptor and brethren, who afterwards removed to 

Sandford, near Oxford, the manor of which place was given to the templars by 
Sir Thomas de Sandford, in the time of king Richard the Firft, or king John. 
After the diifolution of this order, the knights hofpitalers got poffeffion of this 
place, and made it the chief refidence of a preceptor and brethren. 

At Gosford, near Iilip, there feems to have been an houfe of fillers of the order 
of St. John of Jerufalem, who were removed about the year 1180, to Buckland, 
north-weft of Frome Selwood, a market town of Somerfetfhire. This houfe, 
and the eftate belonging to it, were given to this order by Robert D'Oily, and 
Henry his fon, and continued in poffeffion of the hofpitalerS) who about 1234 
built an oratory or chapel in it, till the diifolution. 

At Bruern, near Banbury, there was an abbey for Ciftertian monks, founded 
by Nicholas Baffet in 1147, and dedicated to the Virgin Mary, with revenues va-
lued upon the fuppreffion at 124 1. 10 s. 10 d. per annum. 

At Cold Norton, near Chipping-Ncrton, William Fitz-Allan the Second, in the 
beginning of the reign of king Henry the Second, built an hofpital or priory of 
the order of St. Auguftine, dedicated to St. Mary, St. John the Evangelift, and 
St. Giles, and diifolved in the eleventh year of the reign of king Henry the Seventh. 

At Milton, on the fouth' fide of Banbury, there was a priory of Black monks, 
a cell to the monaftery of Abingdon in Berkihire. 

At Littlemore, near Oxford, there was a priory of Benedi&ine nuns, founded 
in the time of Henry the Second, or before, and dedicated to St. Mary and St. 

Nicholas. 
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Nicholas. It was one of the fmall monasteries fupprefled by the pope's bull in 
1524, and given to cardinal Wolfey, towards founding his new college at Oxford, 
now called Chrift-church College, and its revenues, at its fuppreffion, were valued 
at 33 1. 6 s. 8 d. per annum. 

At Studley, north-eaft of Oxford, on the borders of Buckinghamihire, Bernard 
de St. Walerico, about the middle of the reign of king Henry the Second, built 
and endowed a priory for Benedidine nuns, dedicated to the Virgin Mary. 
About the time of the fuppreffion here were fifteen nuns, whofe vearly revenues 
amounted to 82 1. 4 s. 4 d. " 

At Goring there was a fmall priory of Auguftine nuns, in the time of kino-
Henry the Second. It was dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and endowed on the 
fuppreffion, with 601. 6 s. 5 d. per annum. 

At Caverfham, upon the borders of Berkihire, and near Reading in that coun-
ty, there was a fmall priory, cell to the monaftery'at Nottely in Buckinghamihire, 

At Bicefter, Gilbert Baifet, baron of Hedingdon, in 1182, built a monaftery for 
a prior and eleven black canons, dedicated to the Virgin Mary and St. Eadburgh, 
and valued upon the fuppreffion at 147 1. 2 s. 10. per annum. 

A licence was granted in 1355, to Nicholas Jurdan hermite, warden of a chapel 
here, dedicated to St. John Baptift, to found an hofpital in this town for poor and 
infirm people, to be dedicated to the Virgin Mary and St. John Baptift, and to pur-
chafe lands for endowing it, to the value of 5 1. per annum \ but it does not appear 
that this defign was ever put in execution. 1 

At Clatercote, near Cleydon, the moft northerly village in this county, there 
was founded in the time of king John, a fmall religious houfe of the Semprino-ham 
order, dedicated to St. Leonard. At the fuppreffion here were a prior and°four 
canons, who were endowed with 341. 19 s. 11 d. per annum. 

At Burford there was a fmall priory or hofpital, dedicated to St. John the Evan-
gelift, valued, upon the diifolution, at 13 1. 6 s. 6 d. per annum. 

At Minfter Lovel, near Witney, there is a church which was given to the abbey 
of St. Mary de Ibreio in Normandy, by Maud the wife of William Lovel, before 
the eighth year of king John, upon which it became an alien priory of Benedic-
tine monks to that foreign monaftery. 

In or near the town of Banbury, there was an hofpital before the reign of kino-
John, dedicated to St. John, coniifting of a prior or mafter, and feverai leprous 
brethren and fillers, who had revenues on the fuppreffion valued at 151. 1 s. 10 d. 
per annum. 

Here is faid to have been a college dedicated to St. Mary, and valued, upon 
the fuppreffion, at 48 1. 6 s. per annum. 

At Wroxton, north-weft of Banbury, there was a priory of Auguftine canons, 
V o L - B b founded 
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founded in the beginning of the reign of king Henry the Third, by Michael Be-
let, and dedicated to the Virgin Mary. Here were ten religious upon the fup-
preifion, whofe yearly revenues amounted to no more than 78 1. 14s. 3 d. per an-
num. 

There is mention of an hofpital at Woodftock, in the fourth year of Henry the 
Third. 

M E M B E R S of P A R L I A M E N T for this C O U N T Y . 

This county fends nine members to parliament; two knights of the ihire for 
the county, two citizens for the city of Oxford, two reprefentatives for the univer-
fity, two burgeifes for the borough of Woodftock* and one for Banbury. 
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N A M E . 

TH E prefent name of this county is a corruption or contraction of the an-
tient Saxon name Rotelan'o, the etymology of which is altogether un-

known. Some have thought it was called Rot eland, or Rudland, i. e. Red-
land, from the rednefs of the foil; but the foil is not more red than that of other 
counties : fome have fuppofed it was called Rotundalandia, becaufe its form was 
•round; but its form was not round when this name, of which Rutland is pre-
tended to be a contrafted compofition, is fuppofed to have been given, for lono-
after it was called Rutland, a very large part, of it, called Witchley Wapentake, 
v/as taken cut of Northamptonihire. 

B O U N D A R I E S , E X T E N T , and S I T U A T I O N . 

This county is bounded on the north and north-eaft by Lincolnihire ; on the 
fouth and fouth-eaft by Northamptonihire-, and on the weft, north-weft, and 
fouth-weft, by Leicefterihire. It is the leaft county in England, meafuring from" 
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north to fouth only fifteen miles, from eaft to weft ten miles, and is but forty 
miles in circumference: Okeham, the county town, is diftant ninety-fix miles 
north-north-weft from London. , „ . 

R I V E R S . 

Rutlandfhire is watered by two rivers, the Welland and the Gwafh. The Wel-
land, which runs on the fouth and fouth-eaft, has been defcribed in the account 
of Lincolnfhire. 

The Gwafh, or Wafli, as it is commonly called, rifes near Okeham, in a dif-
trift of the county furrounded with hills, and called the Vale of Catmofe, a name 
fuppofed to have been derived from Coet Maes, which in the ancient Britifh lan-
guage fignifies a woody territory. This river runs eaft ward, and dividing the 
county nearly into two equal parts, falls into the Welland near Stamford in Lin-
colnfhire. 

A I R , S O I L , and N A T U R A L P R O D U C T I O N S . 

The air of this county is efteemed as good as that of any in England. The 
foil is very fruitful, both in corn and pafture ; and that of the Vale of Catmofe in 
particular, is equal to any in the kingdom. It affords alfo great abundance of 
wood for firing. This county produces much cattle, particularly iheep, and the 
rivers, the waters of which are remarkably good, yield great plenty of fifh. 

M A N U F A C T U R E S . 

Rutlandfhire is not remarkable for any manufacture* 

i C I V I L and E C C L E S I A S T I C A L D I V I S I O N S . 

This county is divided into five hundreds; it has no city, and contains only two 
market towns. It lies in the province of Canterbury and diocefe of Peterborough., 
and is divided into forty-eight parifhes. 

M A R K E T T O W N S . 

The market towns are Okeham and Uppingham. 
• 

O K E H A M is fuppofed to be fo called from fome oak trees which grow in its-
neighbourhood. It is pleafantly fituated in the Vale of Catmofe, and has an an-
cient caftle almoft in ruins, which was built by Walkeiin de Ferrariis, in the 
reign of William the Conqueror. In this caftle is a hall, called the fhire hall, 
where the affizes are held, and the public bufinefs of the county tranfadted. The 
town is pretty well built, and has a church, dedicated to All Saints, which is a 
fine ftru&ure, with a lofty fpire. A free fchool and an hofpital were built here 
and endowed in the reign of king James the Firft, by Mr. Robert Johnfon, par-
fon of North Luffenham, about four or five miles fouth-eaft of this town ; and: a 
charity fchool was opened in 1711, for teaching and cloathing twelve boys and 
twelve girls. Here is alfo an hofpital, very much decayed, which was founded 
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and endowed in the reign of king Richard the Second, about the year 1398, by 
Mr. William Dalby, merchant, of Exton, about three miles from this place. 

At Burley on the Hill, a pleafant village near Okeham, there is a feat belong-
ing to the earl of Winchelfea, which is the pride of this little county, and is in-
deed one of the finefh feats in England. 

_ U P P I N G H A M derives its name from its fituation upon a rifing ground. It is 
diftant from London 87 miles, and is a neat, compaft, well built town, with an 
hofpital and a free fchool, both founded in 1584, by Mr. Johnfon, the founder of 
the free fchool of Okeham. In this place the ftandard for the weights and mea-
fures of the county is appointed to be kept, by a ftatute of Henry the Seventh, 

Uppingham is famous for horfe races* V -,r 

C U R I O S I T I E S . 

The only fubjed of curiofity for which this county is remarkable, is one Jef-
frey Hudfon, a man born at Okeham in 1619, who, when he was feven years old, 
was not above fifteen inches high, though his parents, who had feverai other chil-
dren of the ufual fize, were tall and lufty. At that age he was taken into the 
family of the duke of Buckingham ; and to divert the court, who, on a progrefs 
through this county, were entertained at the duke's feat at Burley on the Hill, 
he was ferved up to table in a cold pye. Between the feventh and the thirtieth 
years of his age, he did not advance many inches in ftature, but foon after thirty 
he fhot up to the height of three feet nine inches, which he never exceeded. 
H e was given to Henrietta Maria, confort of king Charles the Firft, probably at 
the time when he was ferved up in the pye, and that princefs kept him as her 
dwarf, and is faid to have often employed him on meifages abroad. 

In the civil wars he was made a captain of horfe in the king's fervice, and 
he accompanied the queen, his miftrefs, to France, from whence he was banifhed 
for killing a brother of lord Crofts in a duel, on horfeback. Fie was afterwards 
taken at fea by a Turkifh corfair, and was many years a Have in Barbary; but 
being redeemed, he came to England, and in 1678, upon fufpicion of being con-
cerned in Oates's plot, was taken up and committed prifoner to the Gatehoufe in 
Weftminfter, where he lay a confiderable time, but was at laft difcharged, and 
died in 1682, at the age of fixty-three. 

A N T I Q U I T I E S . 

This county, in the time of the Romans, was part of the diftrid inhabited by . 
the Coritani, of whom mention has been made in the account of Derbyihire; bitants" 
and under the Saxons it was part of the kingdom of Mercia. 

Market Overton, a village three miles diftant from Okeham, is fuppofed to- ^ ^ 
have been the Roman ftation, called Margidunum by Antoninus. That this was ¿ation™3" 
a Roman ftation, appears from a great number of Roman coins that have at dif-
ferent times been dug up here j and that it was Margidunum, is conjedured from 
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the exa£t. correfpondence of the diftances between this place and other Roman 
ftations, as laid down in the -Itinerary, as well as from the etymology of the 
name ; Margidunum being fuppofed to have been derived from the ancient Britifh 
word Marga, which fignifies Limeftone, a fort of marie or ftony fubftance, with 
which this place fo abounds, that the inhabitants manure their ground with it. 

Ancient cuf- At Ketton, a village fouth-eaft of Okeham, there is a rent collected yearly from 
"TOJUS, the inhabitants, by the fheriff of the county, of two fhillings pro ocreis regina, 

i. e. for the queen's boots. The occafion of this tax does not appear. 

An ancient cuftom is ftill preferved at Okeham, which requires that every peer 
of the realm, the firft time he comes within the precincts of this lordfhip, ihall 
forfeit a ihoe from the horfe he rides on, to the lord of the caftle and manor, 
unlefs he agrees to redeem it with money j in which cafe a ihoe is made accord-
ing to his directions, and ornamented, in proportion to the fum given, by way 
offine, and nailed on the caftle hall door. Some fhoes are of curious workman-
fhip, and ftamped with the names of the donors; fome are made very large, and 
fome gilt. 

The ancient lords of the place were of the family of Ferrers, the arms of which 
are three horfe fhoes, and the name Ferrers is . derived from the Latin, Ferrarius, 
which fignifies a worker in iron, or a fmith, and fuch are farriers the fhoe-makers 
for horfes. / i f -

As the ancient lords therefore muft be fuppofed to have had a right of exact-
ing fome forfeiture upon entering their manor, as an acknowledgement of their 
right, the name and arms will account for making the forfeiture in this place a 
horfe ihoe. 

E C C L E S I A S T I C A L A N T I Q^U I T I E S. 

At Edywefton, fouth-eaft of Okeham, there was an alien priory of Benedictine 
monks, cell to the abbey of St. George at Banquervill, in Normandy, to which 
it was given by William de Tankervill, chamberlain to king Henry the Firft. 
About the fourteenth year of Richard the Second, it was conveyed to the Car-
thufians of Coventry, a city of Warwickihire. 

At Brook, fouth of Okeham, there was a fmall priory of regular canons, of 
the order of St. Auguftine, founded by Hugh Ferrers, in the time of king Rich- 1 I 
ard the Firft. It was fubordinate to the monaftery of Kenelworth, near the city 
of Coventry, in Warwickihire, and dedicated to the Virgin Mary. Its revenues 
on the fuppreffion, were valued at 401. per annum. 

At Manton, fouth-eaft of Okeham, there was a chantry or college, founded 
about the twenty-fifth year of Edward the Third. Here alfo appears to have 
been an hofpital j but no farther particulars relating to either houfe are 
known. 3 

M E M-
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M E M B E R S of P A R L I A M E N T for this C O U N T Y . 
^ This county fends only two members to parliament, who are knights of the 
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S H R O P S H I R E , or the County of 
S A L O P . 

N A M E . 

SH R O P S H I R E is a name formed from the ancient Saxon names Scjrobbej--
byjrijjcyjie, Scijiyppcijie, and Scjiobbpcijie, which were derived from Scpob-

bef-byjiij , the Saxon name of Shrewibury, the county town. It is alfo called 
Salop, or the county of Salop, from Salop, a name by which the town of Shrewibury 
was afterwards called by the Normans. 

• 

B O U N D A R I E S , F O R M , E X T E N T , and S I T U A T I O N . 

This county is bounded on the north by Cheihire, and part of Flintihire, in 
the principality of Wales on the fouth by Worcefterihire, Herefordihire, and 
part of Radnorihire in Wales on the eaft by Staffordihire and on the weft by 
the counties of Denbigh and Montgomery, in Wales. It is reckoned the largeft 
inland county in England. It is of an oval form, forty miles in length, from 

VOL. II. C c north 

' ' ' ' 

. - , -X 



m s H R O P S H I R K 
north, to fouth, thirty-three miles in breadth, from eaft to weft, and 134 miles m 
circumference : Shrewibury, which is nearly in the center of the county, is 157 j'jj 
miles north-weft of London. 

R I V E R S. 

The chief rivers of this county are the Severn, the Temd, and the Colun. The: 
Severn, which runs through the county from weft to eaft, and divides it nearly 
into two equal parts, has been defcribed in the account of Glocefterihire. T h e 
Temd rifes in the north part of Radnorftiire, and running eaftward, and feparating 
Shropihire from the counties of Radnor, Hereford,. and Worcefter,., falls into the : 

Severn near the city of Worcefter. The Colun, or Clun, rifes near Biihops Caftle, 
a borough town of this county, and running louthward, difcharges itfelf into the 
Temd, not far from Ludlow,, another borough town. Other lefs confiderable 
ftreams in this county,, are the Ony, the Warren, the Corve^ the Rea,: the Tern,, 
and the Rodan.. 

A I R, " S O I L , and N A T U R A L P R O D U C T I O N S . | 

The air is pure and healthy, but die county being, mountainous, it is in many 
places iharp and piercing.. 

The foil is various : the northern and eaftern parts of the county yield great 
plenty of wheat and barley, but the fouthern and weftern parts, which are hilly,, j' : 
are not fo fertile, yet afford pafturage for ilieep and cattle; and along the banks 
of the Severn there are large rich meadows, that produce abundance of grafs.. 
Here are mines, of copper, lead, iron,, ftone, and lime-ftone, and the county 
abounds with unexhauftible pits of coal Between the furface of moft of the coai ! 
ground, and the'Coal, there lies a ftratum of a black, hard, but very porous fub-
ftance, which being ground, to powder in proper mills, and well boiled with water 
in coppers, depofits the earthy or gritty parts at the bottom, and throws up & 
bituminous matter to the furface of the water, which by evaporation is brought 
to the confiftency of pitch : an oil is alfo produced from the fame ftratum, by dif-
dilation, which, mixed with the bituminous fubftance, dilutes it into a kind of 
tar. Both thefe fibftances are ufed for caulking of fhips, and are better for that j 
purpofe than pitch or tar ; for they never crack, and it is thought they might 
be ufeful againft the worm. 

The rivers, of this county yield great plenty of trout,, pike, lamprey, grailing, 
carp, eels, and other freih. water fiih-. 

: , - • ' ^ . 1 
M A N U F A C T U R E S.. 

Shrewibury is famous for the manufactures of Welch cottons and flannels; and" ' 
Bridgcnorth, a borough town, for itockings. Bridgenorth is alio furniihed with 
common artificers of every kind, who make and fell clothes, iron tools;, and in-
ftruments of all forts,, and the other ordinary manufactures of the kingdom. 
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S H R O P S H I R E . 

C I V I L and E C C L E S I A S T I C A L D I V I S I O N S . 

This county is divided into fifteen hundreds: it has no city, but contains thir-
teen market towns. It lies in the province of Canterbury that part of it which 
lies fouth of the Severn, is under the jurifdidtion of the bifhop of Hereford, and 
that which lies north, is under the biihop of Coventry and Litchfield, except Of-
weitry, a market town, and a few more places, which belong to the biihop of St. 
Afaph. The archdeacon of Shrewibury is the archdeacon for the three diocefes. 
The county is divided into 170 pariihes. 

M A R K E T T O W N S . 
i 

The market towns are Biihops Caille, Bridgenorth, Church Stretton, Clebury, 
Drayton, Ludlow, Newport, Ofweitry, Shrewibury, Wellington, Wem, Wen-
lock Great, and Whitchurch. 

r/> ~ wHll' 
B I S H O P S C A S T L E takes its name from its having formerly belonged to the 

biihops of Hereford, who probably had a feat or caille here. It is 150 miles from 
London, and is an old corporation, confifting of a bailiff, recorder, and fifteen 
aldermen. Its market is famous for cattle and feveral other commodities, and is 
much frequented by the Welch. 

B R I D G E N O R T H is alfo called B R U C M O R F E , or B R U G E S : which of^thefe three 
names it was firft called by, is uncertain. It was probably called Bridge, from a 
bridge over the Severn and Bridge might be corrupted into Brugge, and Bru-
ges \ North was added upon building another bridge to the fouth of it. Some 
however contend, that though for thefe reafons it might have been called firft 
Bridge, and then Bridge North, yet that its original name was Brugmorfe, a word 
formed of Brugh, or Burgh, borough, and Morfe, the name of a neighbouring fo-
reft, of which foreft however no traces remain. It has alfo been thought, that 
Bridgenorth is not formed of Bridge and north, but is a corruption of Brug-
morfe ; but this is not probable, becaufe, allowing Brugmorfe to have been its 
firft name, it has certainly been called Bridge and Bruges, without the addition 
of morfe or north; and it is abfurd to fuppofe, that Brugmorf was both corrupted 
and curtailed, fo as to make only Bridge, or Bruges \ befides, the bridge from 
which it is fuppofed to be called Bridge, and that other bridge, which produced 
the addition of North, are known to exift; but we have 110 good evidence that 
there ever was the foreft pretended to have been called Morfe. 

Bridgenorth is diftant from London 135 miles, and is a very ancient town, 
having been built in 582, by the widow of Ethelred, king of the Mercians. It 
was afterwards fortified with a wall and caftle, both now in ruins : it had fe-
veral great privileges granted it by charters from Henry the Second, and king 
John ; and it is governed under king John's charter, by two bailiffs, eledted 
yearly out of twenty-four aldermen, by a jury of fourteen men, together with 
forty-eight common council men, a recorder, town clerk, and other officers. 

It is a large and populous town, pleafantly fituated in a healthy air. The 
greateil part of it ftands upon a rock, on the weftern bank of the Severn, and 
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m96 S H R O P S H I R E ! . 
the reft on the oppofite fide of the river, which has-here a very great fall. -Thefe 
two parts are called the upper and lower towns the fituation of the weftern di-
vifion being iixty yards higher than the other. The upper and lower towns are 
connected by a ftone bridge of feven arches, upon which there is a gate and gate-
houfe, with feveral other houfes. The whole confifts principally of three ftreets, 
well paved and well built; one of which, in the Upper Town, lying parallel to 
the river, and called Mill-ftreet, becaufe it leads to fome mills, is adorned with 
ftately houfes, which have cellars dug out of the rock. 

Here are two churches, and a free fchool for the fons of the burgefies, which 
was founded in the reign of queen Elizabeth, and an hofpital for ten poor widows 
of the Upper Town. Upon the top of a hill above the town, are the remains of • 
a caftle,' whence the hill is called Caftle Hill. This place is fupplied with good 
water by leaden pipes from a fpring half a mile diftant ? and the water of the 
Severn is alfo thrown up to the top of Caftle Hill by an engine, which was the 
contrivance of thofe who eredted the water-works at London Bridge. From the 
high part of the town a hollow way leads down to the bridge, that is much ad-
mired by ftrangers, being hewn through the rock to the depth of twenty feet ; 
and though the declivity is very great, yet the way is rendered eafy by fteps 
and rails. 

Bridgenorth is a place of great trade, both by land and water : its markets are 
flocked with all forts of provifions, and its fairs are reforted to from many parts 
of the kingdom, for cattle, iheep, butter, cheefe, bacon, linen-cloth, hops, and 
feveral other commodities. 

C H U R C H S T R E T T O N is 1 3 0 miles diftant from London, and is remarkable for 
a good corn market. 

C L E B U R V ftands on the north fide of the river Temd, at the diftance of 1 1 8 
miles from London. It formerly had a caftle, but has now nothing worthy of 
note. 11 » 

D R A Y T O N is a little obfcure place, 1 4 9 miles diftant from London, diftin-
guiilied only by its market. 

L U D L O W is 1 3 6 miles from London, and was incorporated by king Edward 
the Fourth.^ It has a power of trying and executing criminals, diftindf from the 
county, and is governed by two bailiffs, twelve aldermen, twenty-five common 
council men, a recorder, a town clerk, a fteward, chamberlain, coroner, and other 
officers. It ftands on the north fide of the Temd, near its conflux with the Corve, on 
the borders of Worcefterihire and Herefordihire. The country round is exceeding; 
pleafant, fruitful, and populous, particularly a vale on the banks of the river Corve, 
called Corvefdale. The town is divided into four wards : it is furrounded with walls,' 
in which are feven gates, and has an old caftle, built by Roger de Montgomery' 
foon after the Conqueft, great part of which is in ruins y fome apartments how-
ever are ftill entire, with their furniture: the battlements are very high and thick, 
and adorned with towers. It has a neat chapel, in which are the coats of arms 
of feveral of the Welch gentry, and over the ftable doors are the arms of queen 
Elizabeth, the earl of Pembroke, and others. The walls of the caftle were at 
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firft one mile in compafs, and there was a .lawn before it, which extended near 
two miles, and a great part of which is now inclofed. This caftle was a palace 
belonging to the prince of Wales, in right of his principality; and in an apart-
ment of the outer gate-houfe of this caftle, the famous Butler, author of Hudi-
bras, is faid to have written the firft part of that celebrated poem. 

This is a neat and flourilhing town. It has a large parochial church, with a 
handfome tower, and a ring of fix good bells. This church was formerly colle-
giate, and in the choir of it there is an infcription relating to prince Arthur, elder 
brother to king Henry the Eighth, who died here, and whofe? bowels were depo-
fited in this choir. There is in the fame choir a clofet, called the Godt Houfe, 
where the priefts ufed to keep their confecrated utenfils. In the market place 
there is a conduit, with a long ftone crofs on it} and in a niche on the crofs, is 
the image of St. Laurence, to whom the church was dedicated. Here is an alms-
houfe for thirty poor people, and two charity fchools, in which fifty boys and 
thirty girls are both taught and cloathed. This town has a good bridge over the 
Temd, which turns a great many mills in the neighbourhood, and acrofs which 
are feveral wears. 

This place, where provifions are very cheap, receives much benefit from its 
being a great thoroughfare to Wales, and from having the education of the Welch 
youth of both fexes. Horfe races are annually kept in the neighbourhood, at 
which the beft of company are prefent; and the inhabitants are reckoned very 
polite. 

N E W P O R T is 133 miles diftant from London, and is a good town, with a free 
grammar fchool, founded by William Adams, a native of this place, and a ha-
berdaiher of London, and endowed by him to the value of 7000 1. with a library, 
a houfe for the mafter, and a falary of 60 1. a-year, which is faid to be now worth 
100 1. and 301. a-year for an uiher. Near the fchool he alfo ereded two alms-
houfes, and gave 550 1. towards building a town houfe. Here is alfo an Engliih 
free fchool for the poor children of the town, endowed by a private gentleman 
with 201. a-year, to which the crown has made an addition of 5 1. a-year. • 

O S W E S T R Y , or O S W A L D S T R Y , was originally called M A S E R F I E L D , and derives 
its prefent name from Ofwald, a king of Northumberland, who being defeated 
here, and (lain in battle by Penda, a prince of Mercia, was beheaded and quar-
tered by order of the conqueror, and his head being fixed upon a pole in this 
place, the pole or tree, was probably called Ofwald's tree, whence the town mip-ht 
by corruption be afterwards called Ofwaldftry and Ofweftry. 

It ftands upon the borders of Denbighshire, at the diftance of 157 miles from 
London, and is a very old town. It was anciently a borough, and is ftill 00-
verned by two bailiffs, burgeifes, and other officers. It is farrounded with a wall 
and a ditch, and fortified by a caftle. It has a church and a good grammar 
fchool, with an excellent charity fchool for forty boys, befides girls, who are 
cloathed as well as taught. This place had formerly a great trade in Welch cot-
tons and flannels, but it is now fo much decayed, that there is fcarce a houfe in 
it fit to accommodate a traveller. 
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S H R E W S B U R Y , - o r SHROWSBURY, derives its name from the ancient Saxon, 
Scjiobbe^-byjnj, which fignifi.es a town fur rounded with ¡¡drubs, and was thus called 
becaufe the hill upon which it ftands was formerly covered with trees orfhrubs. 
And it is ftill called in the ancient Britifh language Penguernewhich fignifies a 
brow of alders. It was afterwards called by the Normans Scropejbury, Slopejbury, 
and Salop, but for what reafon is not known. 

This town had its origin from the ruins of an old Roman city, about four miles 
diftant from it, called Uriconium, now reduced to a fmall village, known by the 
name ofWroxeter.- It was however under the Saxons a town of confiderable 
note, and at the time of the Conqueft was well built, and a place of great refort. 
It is now one of the moft fiouriiliing towns in England, and having been incorpo-
rated by king Charles the Firft, is governed by a mayor, recorder, fteward, town 
clerk, twenty-four aldermen, and forty-eight common council-men, who have a 
fword-bearer, three ferjeants at mace, and other inferior officers. The corpora-
tion has a power of trying caufes within itfelf, even fuch as are capital, except 
high treafon. The burgeifes, who have a right of chufing members of parlia-
ment, are in number about 450. Here are twelve incorporated trading compa-
nies, who repair in their formalities once a-year, on the Monday fortnight after ~ 
Whitfuntide, to a place called Kingland, on the fouth fide of the town, but on 
the oppofite bank of the Severn, where they entertain the mayor and corpora-
tion in arbours, or bowers, ereded for the purpofe, each of which is diftinguiihed 
by fome motto or device, alluding to one of the feveral arts and crafts. It is faid 
that king Charles the Second would have ereded this town into a city, but that l! S 
the tow-nfmen chofe to remain a corporation, for which they were afterwards cal- §§ 
led the Proud Salopians. |1| 

This town is moft delightfully fituated on an eminence, furrounded by the river B 
on every fide but the north, which renders it a peninfula, in form of a horfe ihoe. 1! §•• 
It is walled round, and on the north fide, where the river does not defend it, is 11 I I 
fortified by a caftle, built by Roger de Montgomery, ioon after the Norman con- | | 
queft ; but the walls and caftle are now in a ruinous condition. The ftreets are 
large, and the houfes in general well built. Here are two fine bridges over the I ¡ 8 
river Severn, one of which, called the Welch bridge, has a very nobte gate, over §jg 
the arch of which is the ftatue of Llewellin, the laft and beloved prince of North 
Wales, this being the town where the ancient princes of Powis Land, or North 
Wales, ufed to refide. 

There are in this town, befides meeting-houfes, five churches: St. Chad's, St. 
Mary's, St. Alkman's, St. Julian's, and Holy Crofs, or Abbey Foregate. Here 
is one of the largeft fchools in England, firft founded and endowed by king Ed-
ward the Sixth, by the name of the Free Grammar School of King Edward the 
Sixth : queen Elizabeth rebuilt it from the ground, and farther endowed it It j 
is a fine fabric, with a very good library, a chapel, and convenient houfes for the 
inafters, of which there are three, with faiaries from 30 to 1001. a-year, befides 

-'three ufhers, with faiaries from 10 to 20 1. a-year. This building and endow-
ment, are not inferior to thofe of fome colleges of Oxford or Cambridge; and 
there are feveral fcholarihips in the univerfity of Cambridge in favour5of this 
fchool. 8 

Be-



/ 
• • , . • ' 

JlRrlandile£.ct/cú/f. 

o^r^j/iïx-WAtyu/r^/. ; : 

* 'rfiilli 

~ _ * 

> 

I 



' 'Bï P V 

. . • - . ' 1 

' ' ' ' 

r 

I . -

I 
» 
i í 

Í | .. I 

•Ulm 



S H R O P -S - H . I R E. R99 

Befides hofpitals and alms-houfes, here are feveral charity fchools, where 140 
boys, and 40 girls are taught and partly cloathed-, and in April 1747, an infir-
mary was opened for 60 patients. Here is a good town houfe ; and a piece "of 
ground, called the Quarry, from ftones having been formerly dug here, is now 
converted into one of the fineft walks in England : it takes in at leaft twenty 
acres of .ground, on the fouth and fouth-weft fides of the town between the walls 
and the river, it is ihaded with a double row of lime trees, and has a fine double 
alcove m the center, with feats, on one fide facing the town, and on the other 
fide facing the river. 

The inhabitants of this town all fpeak Engliih, though here are many Welch 
families, but the general language 011 a market day is Welch. There is fuch 
plenty of provifions of all forts in this place, especially falmon and other river fiih 
and the town itfelf is fo pleafant, that it is full of gentry, who have aflemblies 
and balls here once a-week, all the year-round. As much Welch cottons, freezes 
and flannels are fold at the market, as amount to ioool. a-week, one week with 
another throughout the year; and the town has been many years famous for its 
delicate cakes and excellent brawn. " 

W E L L I N G T O N ftands at the diftance of 151 miles- from London, but has no-
thing worthy of note. 

W E 
M is fituated near the iource of the Rodan, at the diftance of 148 miles 

from London. It has a free fchool, founded and liberally endowed by Sir Tho-
mas Adams, lord mayor of London, in 1645 j and was the birth place of Mr. 
Wycherley, the celebrated dramatic writer. 

W E N L O C K , called alfo G R E A T W E N L O C K , to diftinguiih it from a village in-
ks neighbourhood, known by the name of Little Wenlock, is 143 miles from 
London. It is an ancient corporation, governed under the charter of Charles the 
Firft, by a bailiff, a recorder, two juftices of the peace, and twelve bailiff peers, 
or capital burgeifes. This place is only remarkable for lime-ftone and tobacco-
pipe clay. 

W H I T C H U R C H is fituated on the borders of Cheihire, at the diftance of 150 
miles from London. It is a pleafant, large, populous town, with a handfome 
church, in which are feveral ancient monuments of the Talbots, earls of Shrewi-
bury. In the civil wars this town is faid to have railed a whole, regiment for the 
fervice of king Charles the Firft. 

C U R I O S I T I E S . 

One of the greateft curiofities in this county is a well at Brofely, a little to A h 
the north-eaft of Wenlock, which exhales a vapour that, when contracted to a welL™^ 
fmall vent, by an iron cover with a hole in it, catches fire from any flame applied 
to it, and burns up like a lamp, fo that eggs, or even meat, may be boiled "over 
it. Upon taking off the cover the flame goes out; and it is remarkable, that a 
piece of meat broiled in it, has not the leaft fmell or tafte of its fulphureous qua-
lity. The water is extremely cold, and as much fo immediately after the fire is 
put out, as before the vapour was lighted. 
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A bituminous At Pitchforth, or Pitchford, north-weft of Wenlock, there is a well, upon the 
well. water of which floats a liquid bitumen, which the people in the neighbourhood 

fkim oft', and ufe inftead of pitch, whence this place is called Pitchford, Some 
have pretended that this bitumen cures wounds and the epilepfy. 

Gigantic ike- Shrewibury fome human ikeletons have been found of fo furprifing a mag-
ktons. " * nitude, that feveral of the teeth meafured three inches in length, and as much 

round, and the thigh bones of fome were three feet long. 

The famous Thomas Parr, who lived to the amazing age of 152 years, was a 
native of this county. He was called old Parr, and was fent for to court by Charles 
the Firft, a few years before he died. 

T h e fweating It is affirmed by 'tiiftorians, that the fweating ficknefs, fo fatal to the inhabi-
ficknefs. tants of this kingdom, broke out firft at Shrewibury, upon the 15th of April 

1551, and from thence fpread all over England in about fix months. It chiefly 
attacked the men, and thofe generally at a middle age, who, if they were per-
mitted to fleep while it lafted, which was commonly about twenty-four hours, 
feldom waked again. 

Oftveihy In the year 1542, great part of the town of Ofweftry was burnt to the ground 5 
twice burnt, and more than 200 houfes were confumed in 1567. 

A N T I Q U I T I E S . 

Ancient inha- * That divifion of Shropihire which lies north of the Severn, is part of the coun-
bitants. try which in the time of the Romans was inhabited by the Cornavii, of whom 

fome account has been given in the defcription of Chefhire; but that part of the 
county which lies fouth of the Severn, belonged to the Ordovices, a people which 
extended over the greateft part of Wales, and of whom an account will be given 
in the defcription of that principality. Shropihire under the Saxons was part of 
the kingdom of Mercia. 

Anci-nt This being a frontier county between England and Wales, was better fortified 
amies. than any other county in England, having no .lefs than thirty-two caftles, befides 

fortified towns. The extremity of Shropihire towards Wales, being the limits of 
both countries, was called the Marches of Waies, and governed by fome of the 

Lords of the nbhiliry of this county, who were ftiled Lords of the Marches. Thefe lords, within 
^y/jches ot the bounds of their feveral jurifdictions, afted with a kind of palatinate authority, 

which approached nearer to fovereign power, than perhaps any delegated autho-
rity whatever ; but this power, which was generally exercifed- with great info-
lence over the in.habi ants of the Marches, was by degrees abolifhed^ after the 
rcdu&ion of Wales, and the acceiiion of it to the crown of England.-

Wailing- The famous military way called Watling-ftree':, enters Shropihire out of Staf-
fed. " fordfhire at Boningale, a village on the borders of that county, north-eaft of 

Bridgenorth. From Boningale it paifes north-weft to Wellington, and from thence 
fouth-weft through Wroxeter, where, croifing the Severn at^a place called Wrox-
eter Ford, it runs fouthward through the county into Herefordilnre, 
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In the neighbourhood of Wroxeter this road is very entire, and, being ftraight, 

and raifed a confiderable height above the level of the foil, may be feen from 
hence to the extent of ten or fifteen miles, both fouthward and northward. 

Wroxeter was certainly a Roman city; and it is generally thought to have Ronun fla. 
been the ftation called by the Romans Uriconium, or Viroconium. It was called ions. 
Caer Uruach by the ancient Britons, and Wreken-cefter by the Saxons. It was 
without doubt the fecond, if not the firft city of the ancient Cornavii, and forti-
fied by the Romans to fecure the ford of the Severn. The extent of the wall was 
about three miles; and from fome fragments of it that ftill remain, the founda-
tion appears to have been nine feet thick. It had a vaft trench on the outfide, 
which even at this day is in fome places very deep. 

Here are alfo other remains of Roman buildings, called the Old Works of 
Wroxeter : thefe are fragments of a ftone wall, about a hundred feet long, and 
in the middle twenty feet high : and not many years ago here was difcovered a 
fquare room under ground, fupported by four rows of fmall brick pillars, with a 
double floor of mortar, built in the nature of a fudatory or fweating houfe, much 
in ufe among the Romans. In the channel of the Severn, near this place, when 
the water is low, there may be feen the remains of a ftone bridge; and in and 
about this town Roman coins and other remains of Roman antiquity have fre-
quently been dug up. 

When or how this confiderable place was demoliihed, is not certainly known, 
but it is highly probable, that it was deftroyed by the Saxons, becaufe among 
the great number of Roman coins found here, there has not yet been difcovered 
one fingle piece of the Saxon money. From the blacknefs of the foil here, and 
the defaced appearance of moft of the cbins, it is probable that this place was con-
fumed by fire. 

Rowton, a fmall village weft of Shrewibury, and near the Severn, is fuppofed 
to have been the ancient Rutunium, a Roman ftation. 

There was a caftle here, which was razed to the ground by Leoline, prince of 
North Wales. 

Rufhbury, near Bridgenorth, is from feveral circumftances thought to be the 
Bramonium, or Bravonium of Antoninus, another Roman ftation. 

At Caer Caradock, a hill near the conflux of the Clun and Temd, 
are ftill to Roman camps 

be feen fome remains of a fortification, erected b^ the famous Britiih king Cara- a.ntl fonifica-
tacus, in the year 53, and gallantly defended againft Oftorius and a Roman army.tl0ns* 
It is commonly called the Gair, and is fituated on the eaft fide of the hill, which 
is acceifible only on the weft; the ramparts are walled, but now for the moft 
part covered with earth and though the foil of this hill is a hard rock, yet the 
trenches of the Roman camp are very deep. This fortification was however taken 
by Oftorius, and the Britiih prince Caratacus and his family lent prifoners to 
Rome, for which the Roman fenate decreed their general a triumph; but the be-
haviour of Caratacus at Rome was fo noble, that the emperor Claudius fet him 
and his family at liberty." 

VOL. II. D d Other 

| | I 
- ' - • HI 

-



s 

gfcr S H R O P S H I R E . 
Other traces in this neighbourhood of Roman camps and Britiih. fortifications 

faid to be deftroyed in the fame celebrated expedition of Oftorius againft Cara-
tacus, are a perfect Roman camp called Brandon, a Britiih camp called Coxoll, 
the ruins of a large fort on the fouth point of a hill called Tongley, another great 
fort called the Biihop's Mote, on the weft fide of a hill within a mile of Biihop's 
Caftle; and on the eaft fide of the fame fort is an acre of ground furrounded 
with an intrenchment. 

At Lanterden, near Caer Caradock, are two barrows, in which were found not 
long ago, aihes and burnt bones. 

On Brown Clee Hill, north-eaft of Ludlow, are the remains of an ancient 
camp. 

A arliament At Adton Burnel, three miles from Great Wenlock, a parliament was held i n 
at A ¿Ion Bur- the reign of Edward the Firft, when the lords fat in a caftle, and the commons in 
nel. a barn, both which are ftill ftanding. In this feifion of parliament the famous 

ftatute, called the Statute Merchant, was enadted for the aifurance of debts. 

T h e Royal Bofcobel houfe and grove, north-eaft of Bridgenorth, upon the borders of 
Oak. Staffordfhire, are famous for having been the hiding-place of king Charles the | 

Second, after his defeat at Worcefter, in which his majefty eluded the fearch of [j 
the enemy fent in purfuit of him. In the night his majefty was concealed in the | | 
houfe, and towards morning was conduced to the grove, where he hid himfeif 
in the top of a great oak tree, from whence he faw a troop that were in fearch of 
him, diverted to another fide of the grove in chace of an owl, which flew out of ; 
a neighbouring tree, and fluttered along the ground, as if he had been broken 
winged. The tree which concealed his majefty Avas afterwards called the Royal 
Oak, and inclofed with a brick wall, but it is now almoft all cut away by tra-
vellers. 

E C C L E S I A S T I C A L A N T I Q^U I T I E S. ' 

At Great Wenlock, Milburga, daughter of Merwald, king of Mercia, eredted 
a nunnery about the year 680, and prefided as abbefs over it. She is faid to have 
been alfo buried here, and being reputed a faint after her death, this houfe was 
dedicated to her. At the general diiTolution it was a convent for monks, with re-
venues to the amount of 4341. is. 2d. per annum. 

Here anciently was an hofpital dedicated to St. John. 

At Shrewibury, Elfleda, a famous queen of the Mercians, is faid to have founded 
a collegiate church, dedicated to St. Alkmund, fon of Alured, king of Northum-
berland, who v/as killed in the year 800, but the revenues of this church were 
in the reign of king Stephen conveyed to a monaftery at Lillefhul near Wroxeter. 

Roger de Montgomery, earl of Arundel and Shrewibury, and Adelaifa his 
wife, in the year 1083, built in the eaft fuburb of this town, beyond the river, an 
abbey for Benedidline monks, dedicated to St. Peter and St. Paul, and valued 
upon the fuppreifion at 5321. 4s. xod. per annurt. 

The 
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The church of St. Mary in this town was formerly collegiate, and continued fo 
from the time of Edward the Confeifor till the general diifolution, when its yearly 
revenues were rated at no more than 131. i s. 8 d. 

* • • • ; 

The church of St. Chad here was alfo collegiate from the time of William the 
Conqueror till the general diifolution, when its revenues were rated only at 
14I. 14s. 4d. per annum. 

In the caftle of this town there was a collegiate church or royal free chapel-
dedicated to St. Michael, but its revenues were granted by king Henry the Fourth 
to a college which he founded at Battlefield, about five miles from Shrewibury. 

-

St. Julian's church in this town was likewife a royal free chapel, but its reve-
nues were annexed to thofe of St. Michael's. 

• * • • 

In the eaft fuburb of this town there was, in the reign of king Henry the Se-
cond, an hofpital for leprous and infirm perfons, dedicated to St. Giles. 

Here was a houfe of Grey Friars, founded in the time of king Henry the Third, 
.by Hawife, wife of Charleton, lord of Powis, which continued°to the o-eneral dif-
iolurion. 0 

• 
Here alfo was a Houfe of Black friars, and another of Auguftine friars. 

m 
in the weft fuburb of this town called Frankvile, there was an hofpital dedi-

cated to St. John, in the reign of Edward the Second, which continued till the 
general diifolution, when it was valued at 4I. 10 s. 4d. per annum. 

Here alfo was a free chapel, dedicated to St. George, the revenues of which 
were annexed to thofe of the hofpital of St. John. 

The pariih church at Ludlow, which is dedicated to St. John the Evano-elift, 
was formerly collegiate, and near the church was an hofpital or alms-houfe for 
thirty poor perfons, who were chiefly maintained by the college. 

1 

Here was an hofpital for a prior, warden 01* mafter, and feverai poor and infirm 
brethren, founded in the reign of king John, by Peter Undergod, and dedicated 
to the Trinity, St. Mary, and St. John the Baptift. It was valued upon the fup-
preffion at 271. 16 s. 10 d. per annum. 

Here was a houfe of Auftin friars before the year 1282, and a college of White 
friars, founded by Laurence of Ludlow, about the year 1349. 

The pariih church of Ofweftry, which is dedicated to St. Ofwald, was formerly 
a monaftery called Whiteminfter. 

At a place called Morfield, near Wenlock, there was a fmall priory of Bene-
didine monks, fubordinate to the abbey of Shrewibury, to which it was granted 
by Roger de Montgomery, the founder of that abbey. 

D d 2 ' At 
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At Qjs&tibrd, near Bridge north, there was a church or chapel built and amply 
cadcwed byeaii ' Roger de Montgomery, in the reign of William Rufus, at the 
clefee of Adelaifa his wife. It was dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen, but the en-
dowmenc was Soon afterwards annexed to a collegiate church, which the fame 
earl be°an, and his fon Robert de Belefmo finiihed, in the caille of Bridgenorth. 
It coeSled of a dean and five or fix prebendaries, was dedicated to St. Mary 
Magdalen, and accounted a royal free chapel till the diiTolution. 

AtHaghmon, not far from Shrewibury, William Fitz Allan, in m o , founded 
an abbey lo r regular canons of the order of St. Auguftine, which was dedicated to 
St. John the Evangelift, and endowed at the fuppreffion with yearly revenues that 
•amounted to 255L 13s. yd. j 

At a place fome where in this county called Wambridge, or Wombridge, the 
feme W i l l i a m Fitz Allan built a priory of Black canons, which was dedicated to 
St. Mary and St. Leonard, and about the time of the diiTolution, had a prior and 
three or four religious, with- yearly revenues valued at 651. 7 s. 4 d. 

At Alberbury, or Abberbury, not far from Shrewibury, Warine, a fheriff of 
Skrop&ire in the reign of Henry the Firft, founded an abbey for Black monks, 
of the order of GniSdmont Limofrn. 

At Bildas, fouth of Wellington, Roger, biihop of Chefter, in 1135 built an 
abbey for monks of the order of Savigny, dedicated to St. Mary and St. Chadd. 
Here were twelve monks about the time of the fuppreifion, who were endowed 
with yearly revenues to the amount of 110L 19 s. 3d. 

Rlchaid de Beimels, die laft dean of the collegiate church of Alkmund in 
Shiewifoury, about the year 1145, lurrendered all the revenues of that church 
to' the life ofibnie regular canons of the order of St. Auguftine, who built an ab-
bey in a wood belonging to 

Lillelhul, near Wroxeter, and dedicated it to the 
Virgiii Mary, This monaftery, at the fuppreffion, was endowed with revenues 
amounting to the yearly value of 2291. 3 s. 1 d. 

At BraraSeld, near Ludlow, in the time of king Henry the Firft, there was a 
little college of prebendaries or fecoiar canons, who in the time of Henry the Se-
emed tamed Benedictine monks, and yielded up their church and all their lands 
to tJsc abbey of St. Peter at Glocefter, upon which here were placed a prior and 
imodks, who continued to the diliblution. This priory was dedicated to the Vir-
gin Maiy, and valned upon the ioppreffion at 45 L 11 s. 8 d. per annum. j 

At BiMgeEoitft, Ralph le Strange, in the time of king Richard the Firft, 
foatodbd an fc^kal for a prior and mafter, and feveral lay brethren, dedicated to \ 
nfiflc Triffllif, St. Mary, and St, John Baptift. It was in the time of Edward the 
Forantfcghraai to £bc abbey at Lilleibul. Here was a houfe of Grey friars, founded 
hf Talbot, earl of Shrewibury, in the time of Henry the Sixth, and valued 
Bjpssm the foppreiiojii at 4 L per annum. 

A t W l i t e Ladies, near BofcobeL, upon the borders of Staffordfhire, there was 
SB. fmsy ©£ CWmzum nuns, dedicated to St. Leonard, as old as the reign of king 

Richard 
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Richard the Firft. About the time of the general diifolution it confifted of fix re-
ligious, who had yearly revenues valued at 17 1. 10 s. 8 d. 

At Ratlinghope,' north-eaft of BiihopV Caftle, there was a priory of Black 
canons, founded in the reign of king John, and given to the monaftery of Wig-
more in Herefordihire. 

At Halefoweh, "king John, in the fixteenth year of his reign, founded an abbey 
for canons of the Premonftratenfian order, dedicated to the Virgin Mary and St. 
John the Evangelift, and poifefied upon the diifolution, of yearly revenues va-
lued at 2801. 13 s. 2 d. 

At Sned, not far from Biihop's Caftle, there was a priory of Black canons, 
founded by Robert de Boulers, in the beginning of the reign of king Henry the 
Third ; and in the eleventh year of that reign, the religious were tranflated to Chir-
bury, north of Biihop's Caftle. This priory was dedicated to St. Michael, and 
at the diifolution had a prior and five or fix canons, with lands to the yearly va-
lue of 871. 7s. 4d . 

At Didlebury, north of Ludlow, there was a priory, of which there are no par-
ticulars known. 

At Whitchurch there was an hofpital of feverai poor brethren, before the reign 
of king Henry the Third, but the revenues of it were afterwards annexed to the 
abbey of Haghmon. 

At Prene, near Great Wenlock, there was a fmall priory of Cluniac monks, 
cell to the abbey at Wenlock. 

At Pontefbury, or Ponteford, fouth-weft of Shrewibury, there was a collegiate 
church, with a dean and three prebendaries, who had revenues upon the fuppref-
fion valued at no more than 401. 17s. 3d. per annum. 

At Burford upon the Temd, fouth-eaft of Ludlow, there is a pariih church, "m 
which were three prebendaries, in the beginning of the reign of Edward the Firft. 

At Houldgate Caftle, fouth-weft of Great Wenlock, therewas a church which, 
in the twentieth year of Edward the Firft, had three portioiiifts. 

At Battlefield, north of Shrewibury, Henry the Fourth, in the eleventh year 
of his reign, or rather Roger Ive Clerk, ere£ted and endowed a little college, con-
fifting ofa mafter and five fecular chaplains, dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen, to-
gether with an hofpital for feverai poor perfons. The yearly revenues of both 
thefe endowments, were valued upon the fuppreffion at 56 E 1 s. 4'd. 

At Tono-e, fouth-eaft of Wellington, there was a church which was made col-
legiate in 141 o, and endowed by Ifabel, relift of Sir Fulk Benbridge, knight, 
William Swan, and William Moite, clerks, for a warden, four fecular chaplains, 
priefts, and two clerks^ and annexed to it an alms-houfe for thirteen poor per-

fons. 
8 
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fons. Both, endowments upon the fuppreffion were -rated at 451. 9 s. i o d . per 
annum. 

At Newport, Thomas Draper, in the twentieth of Henry the Sixth, founded a 
college, dedicated to St. Mary, which confifted of a warden and four fecular 
chaplains. 

At Halftoii, north-eaft of Ofweftry, there was a preceptory, which belonged firft 
to the Knights Templars, and afterwards to the Hofpitalars. It was dedicated to 
the Virgin Mary, and valued upon the diifolution at 160I. 14 s. ro d. per annum» 

M E M B E R S of P A R L I A M E N T for this C O U N T Y . 

This county fends twelve members to parliament: two knights of the ihire for 
the county, and two burgeifes for each of the following towns Shrewibury, 
Bridgenorth, Ludlow, Wenlock, and Biihop's Caftle, 
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S O M E R S E T S H I R E . 
-

N A M E . 
• I n 

TH E county of S O M E R S E T is fuppofed to have derived its name from 
Somerton, which was once its principal town. 

B O U N D A R I E S , E X T E N T and S I T U A T I O N 

It is bounded by the Briftol Channel on the north-weft; by part of Glocefter-
ihire on the north-eaft ; by Dorfetihire on the fouth ; by Devonshire on the weft" 
and by Wiltihire on the eaft. It is a county of great extent, b e i n o - about fixtv 
miles in length, from weft to eaft, fifty miles in breadth, from north to fouth 
and 200 miles in circumference. Somerton, which is ftill a market town and 
nearly in the middle of the county, is diftant 129 miles nearly weft of London. 

R I V E R S . 

The principal rivers of this county are the Avon, the Bry, and the Pedred, or 
Farret: of the Avon, called alfo Avon Weft, which rifes in Wiltihire, and iepa-

9 rates 
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rates Somerfetihire from Glocefterihire, an account has already been given in the 
defcription of the county of Glocefter. 

I 
The Bry, called alfo the Bru and the Brent, rifes in a large wood or foreft, in 

the eaft part of this county, upon the borders of Wiltihire, called Selwood, from 
which the neighbouring country was formerly called Selwoodihire. From Sel-
wood it runs weftward, and dividing the county nearly into two equal parts, 

falls 
into the Briftol Channel a few miles north of Bridgewater, a borough town of 
this county. 

The Pedred, or Parret, rifes in the fouthermoft part of the county, near Crew-
kern, a market town, and running north-weft, is joined by the Evel, or Ivel, 
the Thone, or Tone, the Ordred, and fome other fmall rivers, and difcharges 
itfelf into the asftuary of the Bry. Other lefs confiderable rivers in this county 
are the. Frome, the Axe, and the Torr. 

A I R , S O I L , and N A T U R A L P R O D U C T I O N S . 

The air of this county is faid to be the mildeft in England : it is in moft places 
very healthy, and upon the hilly parts exceeding line. The foil is various: the 
eaftern and weftern parts of the ihire are mountainous and ftoriey they yield how- ^ [ 
ever good pafture for iheep, and by the help of art and induftry, are made to 
produce corn. The lower grounds, except fuch as are boggy or fenny, afford 
corn and grafs in great plenty; and a valley of a very large extent, divided into 
five hundreds, and called Taunton Dean, or the Vale of Taunton, from Taunton, 
a borough town, is fo exceeding rich, that it affords corn, grafs, and fine fruit A , 
in great abundance, without manure. The grain of this county fupplies many fo-
reign and domeftic markets. 

There is no part of the kingdom where wood thrives better than in Somer-
fetihire and teazle, a fpecies of thiftle, much ufed in drefling cloth, is almoft pe-
culiar to this county. In this county alfo, on the beach of the Briftol Channel, 
there is found a weed, or fea plant, of which the inhabitants make cakes, called 
laver, which are wholefome and nouriihing food, and not to be found in any other 
part of the kingdom. 

Somerfetihire is famous for the beft Oftober beer in England, and for great 
plenty and variety of cyder ; and the beft cheefe in the kingdom is faid to be 
made at Chedder, near a market town called Axbridge. 

The oxen of this county are as large as thofe of L.ancafhire or Lincolnihire, 
and the grain of the flefh is faid to be finer. The vallies "fatten a prodigious num-
ber of iheep, of the largeft fize in England : the fouth fnore alfo furniihes the in-
habitants with lobfters, crabs, and mackrel; the Briftol Channel and the Severn 
with foles, flounders, plaife, ihrimps,. prawns, herrings, and cod ; the Parret pro-
duces plenty of excellent falmon, and "the Avon abounds with a fort of blackiih 
eels, fcarce as big as a goofe quill, called elvers, which are fkimmed up in vaft 
quantities with fmall nets, and which, when the ikin is taken off, are made into 
cakes and fried. There is great plenty of wild fowl in this county, but there 
being but few parks, venifon is fcarce. 

Here 
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i s a t rad of mountains called Mendip Hills, which occupy a vaft fpace of 

ground, and ftretch from Whatley, near Frome-Selwood, a market town on the eaft 
o Axbndge, another market town, on the weft, and from Glaftonbury, a mar! 

ket town on the fouth, to Bedminfter, near the city of Briftol, on the north. 

^ T f i f T r « ? 6 f a ? ° u s i n E n S I a n d f o r c o a l a n d I e a d but the lead is leis firft, du£h le, and fufible, than that of Derbylhire, and confequently 
not fo proper for lheeting, becaufe when melted, it runs into knots. It is there-
fore generally exported, or eaft into bullets and fmall ihot. In thefe hills there 
are alfo mines of copper and okre ; and the lapis calaminaris, which melted with 
part^of England * d U g " P h e r e i n S r e a t e r quantities than in any other 

The beautiful foffil called Briftol ftone, is found in great abundance in fome 
rocks upon the banks of the Avon, near Briftol, and has been already taken ™ 

ot in the defcription of Glocefterllure •, and at Biihop's Chew, or Chew M a -
na near Wnnton, a market town, there is dug up a red bole, which is called by 
the country people redding, and is diftributed from thence all oyer England, foV 
marking of lheep and other ufes. It is faid to be fometimes fubftituted by apo-
monkc" 3 " m e d i c i n a l e a r t h b o u g h t from Armenia, called bole ar-

M A N U F A C T U R E S and T R A D E . 

All forts of cloth are manufaftured in this county, as broad and narrow kerfevs 
dryggets, ferges, durroys, and fhalloons, together with ftockings and buttons 
and n the fouth-eaft parts are made great quantities of linen. The value of the 
woollen manufacture alone, in the firft hands, has been rated at a million a-year 
and if a calculation was made of the other manufadures of the county and its pro! 

t X ' f T * , t l l l a g e ' f e C d i n g ' g r a z i n & d a i r i e s ' a n d o t h e r articles of t r a d e ^ t 
M f f l ' i ^ r ' w o u l d b e m o r e t h a n t h e p r o d - o f o * c r c o u « ; : 

C I V I L and E C C L E S I A S T I C A L D I V I S I O N S . 

„ S ^ l 1 l a l ° e a n d populous •• it is divided into forty-two hundreds, and 
contains no-Jefs than three c t .es , and thirty-one market towns. It lies in the 
province of Canterbury and diocefe of Bath and Wells, and has 385 pariihes. 

C I T I E S and M A R K E T T O W N S . 

The cities are Bath, Briftol, and Wel ls ; and the market towns are Axbrid^e 
Bridgewater, Bruton, Caftle-Carey, Chard, Crewkern, Crofcomb, Dulverton 
Dunfter Frome-Selwood,- Glaftonbury, Ilchefter, Iimifter, Keynftam L a n " 
port Milborn-Port, Minhead North Curry, Pensford, P^thertln-Sou h, Phi-
lips-Norton, Shepton-Mallet, Somerton, Stowey, Taunton, Watcher, Welling-
ton, Wmcaunton, Wivelfcomb, Wrinton, and Yeovil. ° 

w h l i r i
r h r r 1 n W i a m e i r 0 m , i b m e n,a£,Ural h o t b a t h s ' forthe medicinal virtues of 

VOL, II P S S c e l e b r a t
H

e d a n d m u c h frequented. This city is 
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108 miles from London. It is a biihop's fee, united to that of Wells, and is go-
verned under a charter of queen Elizabeth, by a mayor, eight aldermen, and 
twenty-four common council men. 

It ftands in a valley, upon the north bank of the river Avon, and is incircled 
by hills, in the form of an amphitheatre. The city is furrounded with walls, which, 
though flight, and almoft entire, are fuppofed to have been the work of the Ro-
mans, and the upper part feems to have been repaired with the ruins of Roman 
buildings. The lmail compafs of ground inclofed by thefe walls, is in the form of 
a pentagon, and in the walls there were four gates and a poftern, which were late y 
all demoliihed and taken away. The gates were the North Gate, which was the 
entrance from London the Weft Gate, a handfome ftone building, where fome 
of the royal family have formerly lodged j the South Gate, which led to a bridge -
over the Avon ; and the Eaft Gate, which led to a ferry over the fame river. 

There are in this city a cathedral and three pariih churches. The cathedral, 
which is dedicated to St. Peter, was begun in 1137, by Dr. Oliver King, biihop 
of this fee, but not finiihed till 1612; though fmall, it is a noble ftruclure, and 1 
the infide of the roof is neatly wrought: in the middle there is a handfome tower, 
with a ring of eight bells, and the eaft window is very magnificent. The pariih 
churches are St. James's, St. Mary's, and St. Michael's, in each of which there is 
a ring of bells, but in the building there is nothing remarkable. 

On the fouth fide of the cathedral there are fome remains of an abbey, to which 
the church formerly belonged. The gate-houfe of the abbey is ftill ftanding : 
it has been a long time converted into lodgings, and has been honoured with the 
refidence of king James the Second, queen Mary, confort of king William, queen 
Anne, and her royal confort, George prince of Denmark. j | 

I . .. I I | 
There are in this city a free fchool, and two charity fchools ; one for fifty 

boys, and the other for fifty girls, who are cloathed and taught. Here is a hof- | 
pital dedicated to St. John, and founded by Fitz Joceline, biihop of this fee in the | | 
twelfth century, for the poor fick people who come hither for the benefit of the ! | 
waters, with a handfome chapel of white free-ftone. Here alfo is an alms-houfe, I 
called Ruicot's Charity, and endowed for the maintenance of twelve men and | 
twelve women. There are other alms-houfes in this place, fupported chiefly by § 
the chamber of the city; and in July 1738, the firft ftone was laid of a general 
hofpital or infirmary, which was lately finiihed, and is a good building, 100 feet 
in front, and 90 deep : it will accommodate 150 patients, and is intended for the 
reception of the fick and lame from all parts of the kingdom. 

8 i 

Here is a market place, over which is a town hall, ereiled on twenty-one ftone 
pillars. The hall is a large ftone building, and adorned with feveral paintings 5 
and in a fquare near the cathedral, called Orange Square, in compliment to the 
late prince of Orange, there is a monumental ftone, which was ereited in 1735, at 
the expence of the late Mr. Nafta of this city, many years mailer of the ceremo-
nies at the publick rooms, with an infcription, importing that the prince's health 
was reftored by drinking the waters of this place. 

8 In 
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In this city there are five hot baths, called the King's Bath, the Queen's Bath, 
the Crofs Bath, the Hot Bath, and the Leper's Bath. There is alio a cold bath. 
In each bath there is a pump, for applying the water in a ftream, upon any par-
ticular part of the body, when it is required ; and each is furnifhed with benches 
to fit on, rings to hold by, and proper guides for both fexes. 

The King's Bath is fixty feet fquare, fupplied by many hot fprings that rife in 
the middle of it.̂  Contiguous to this bath is a neat pump-room, where the com-
pany meet to drink the water, which is conveyed to it from the fprings, as hot 
as it can be drank, by a marble pump. There is in this bath the figure of an 
ancient Britiih king, called Bleyden the Southfayer, with an infcription, import-
ing that he difcovered the ufe of thefe fprings, 300 years before the Chriftian sera. 

The Queen's Bath is feparated from the King's Bath only by a wall. It has 
no fpring, but receives its water from the King's Bath, and is therefore lefs hot. 

The Crofs Bath had its name from a crofs that formerly ftood in the middle of 
it. It is of a triangular form, and its heat is alfo lefs than that of the King's Bath, 
becaufe it has fewer fprings. This bath, which is moft frequented by perfons of 
quality, was covered by James Ley, earl of Marlborough. On one fide is a gal-
lery, where gentlemen and ladies ftand and converfe with their friends in the bath. 
On the oppofite fide is a balcony for mufic, which plays all the time of bathing ; 
and in the middle there is a marble pillar, adorned with curious fculptures, which 
was ere&ed at the expence of the earl of Melfort, in compliment to kino- James 
the Second and his queen, and in memory of their meeting here. The guides of 
this bath fay, that 

in a ftrong wefterly wind a cold air blows from the fprings, but 
when the wind is eafterly, and the weather clofe, with a fmall rain, the water is lb 
hot, as fcarce to be endured, though the King's Bath and the Hot Bath are then 
colder than ufual. It is alfo obferved, that in hot weather a large black fly is fre-
quently feen in the 

water of this bath, and is faid to live under water, and to come 
up from the fprings. This bath will fill in fifteen or fixteen hours all the year 
round, and is more temperate than either the King's Bath or the Hot Bath. The 
water is faid to corrode filver. 

The Hot Bath was thus called from having been formerly hotter than the reft, 
but it was not then fo large as it is now. 

The Leper's Bath is formed from the overflowings of the Crofs Bath, and is 
allotted for the ufe of the poor people, fupported by the charity of the place. 

The Cold Bath is fupplied by a fine cold fpring, and was ereded by contribu-
tion not many years ago. 

Thefe hot fprings were fenced in by the Romans with a wall, to feparate them 
from the common cold fprings, with which this place abounds ; and there is a 
tradition, that they alfo made fubterranean canals to carry oif the cold waters, 
left they ihould mix with thefe. As this city lies in a valley, furrounded with hills' 
the heat of thefe waters, and their milky detergent quality, are afcribed to the 
admixture and fermentation of two different waters, diftilling from two of thofe 
hills, one called Clarton Down, and the other Lanfdown. The water from Clarton 
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Down is fuppofed to be fulphureous or bituminous, with a mixture of nitre and 
the water from Lanfdown is thought to be tin&ured with iron ore. 

* * s 11' 
Thefe waters are grateful to the ftomach, have a mineral taile, and a ftrong 

fcent; they are of a bluifh colour, and fend up a thin vapour; they are neither 
diuretic nor cathartic, though if fait be added, they purge immediately. After 
long Handing, they depofit a black mud, which is ufed by way of cataplafms for 
local pains, and proves of more fervice to fome, than the waters themfelves. 
This mud they alfo depofite on diftillation. They are beneficial in diforders of 
the head, in cuticular difeafes, in obftru£tions and conftipations of the bowels, 
which they ftrengthen by reftoring their loft tone and reviving the vital heat. 
They are found of great ufe in the fcurvy and ftone, and in moft difeafes of 
women and children, and are ufed as a laft remedy in obftinate chronic difeafes, 
which they fometimes cure. 

The feafons for drinking the Bath waters are the Spring and Autumn : the 
Spring feafon begins with April and ends with June; the Autumn feafon begins 
with September and lafts till December, and fome patients remain here all the 
winter. In the Spring this place is moft frequented for health,, and in the Au-
tumn for.pleafure, when at leaft two thirds of the company come to partake of 
the amufements of the place : in fome feafons there have been no lefs than 8000 
perfons at Bath? befides its inhabitants.. There is an officer put in by the mayor 
to fuperintend.the baths, to keep order among the bathers and their guides. 

Without the walls of this city there is a quadrangle of elegant ftone buildings, 
called Queen Square, lately erefted : the front extends 200 feet, and is enriched 
with columns and pilafters of the Corinthian order. On one fide of this fquare is 
a fine chapel, and in the center, an obeliik feventy feet high, with an infcription, 
importing, that 1 it was eredled by Richard Nafh, Efq-, in memory of honour be-
c ftowed, and in gratitude for benefits conferred on this city by the prince and 
4 princefs of Wales, in 1738,' when their royal highneifes lodged in this fquare. 

On the 10th of March 1739-40, the firft ftone of another new and magnificent 
fquare was laid, on the fouth fide of the city, upon the bank of the river. The 
principal fide of this fquare, according to the original plan, was to have the ap-
pearance of but one houfe, though it was to have been divided into feverai : it is 
500 feet long, and the two wings are 260 feet each. In each front are 63 win-
dows, and in each wing 31. This building, from the neighbouring hills, looks 
like one grand palace. It was to have been adorned with above 300 columns and 
pilafters of the Corinthian order j upon the corner of every fide, there was to have 
been a tower, and in every front a center-houfe and pediment; but in executing 
this plan, it was judged proper to lay afide the ornaments. In this fquare is a 
fuperb ball-room, in form of an .¿Egyptian hall, 90 feet long and 52 broad, and 
an afiembly room of the fame dimenfions, with a garden and bowling-green. On 
the eaft fide is a grand parade, called the North Parade, 200 yards in length, and 
a terrace, 500 yards in circumference, with feverai other walks"; and a bridge of 
one arch, 120 feet wide, over the river Avon, on the fouth fide of this fquare. 

Here is alfo another grand parade, called the South Parade, the weft fide of which 
is now building, with a row of ftately houfes j and the.north fide of an area, 620 

feet 
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feet in length from north to fouth, and 310 feet in breadth, called the Royal Fo-
rum, is now enclofed with a magnificent pile of buildings, confifting of nine 
houfes, and forming one uniform ftru&ure, crowned with a baluftrade. 

In the year 1749, the number of private houfes in this city was computed at 
1362, many of which are inhabited by perfons of fortune, but the far greater part 
by fuch as keep lodgings fo convenient, that this place is thought capable of ac-
commodating 12,000 perfons at one time.. The houfes in general are handfome* 
and neatly furnifhed. 

The ftone of which the houfes here are built, is, for the moft part, dug out of 
quarries upon Clarton Down, where there are frequent horfe-races. From thefe* 
quarries it is brought down a fteep hill to the river Avon, by means of a curious 
machine, invented by Mr. Allen, poftmafter, and formerly mayor of this city, a 
gentleman long eminent for many amiable virtues. Stone is therefore purchafed 
in this place at fo fmall an expence, that building is cheaper here than perhaps in 
any other part of the kingdom. From the fame quarries ftone is alfo fent by the 
Avon to Briftol, London, and other places, in great abundance, for building 5 
and of the ftone of thefe quarries Mr. Allen has built for himfelf near this city,, 
one of the moft magnificent villas in England. 

B R I S T O L derives its prefent name from the ancient Saxon name BJUGHTTFTOP, . 
which fignifies a famous or celebrated place. It is now reckoned the fecond city in 
the Britiih dominions, for trade, wealth,, and number of inhabitants. It is 115 
miles diftant from London ; and was made a county of itfelf in the reign of Ed-? 
ward the Third. It firft had the privilege of a mayor in. the reign of Henry the 
Third, and is now governed by a mayor, a recorder, twelve aldermen, and forty-
two common-council-men. It is a biihop's fee ; and the tradefmen of the city are 
incorporated into feveral companies, each of which has a hall, or fome large hired 
room, for their meetings ; and by a charter of queen Elizabeth, every, man that 
marries the daughter of a citizen of Briftol, becomes free of the city. 

This city ftands upon the north and fouth fides of the river Avon, and is there* 
fore partly in the county of Glocefter, and partly in that of Somerfet; but though 
the greateil part of the city now ftands upon the Glocefterihire fide of the. river, 
yet before Briftol was made a county of itfelf, it was by the parliament rolls always 
reckoned to be in Somerfetihire. 

The north and fouth parts of this city are connected by a ftone bridge over the 
Avon, confifting of four broad arches; but it is encumbered with houfes, built 
on each fide of it, which renders the paifage on foot not only inconvenient but 
dangerous, there being no room for polls, and the pavement being made very ilip-
pery by the conftant paifage of carriages without wheels, called iledges •, for carts 
are not permitted, for fear of ihaking and damaging the arches of the vaults and 
gutters that are made under ground, for carrying the filth, of the city into the 
river. . 

The ftreets of this city are narrow, ill-paved, and irregular; they are always 
dirty and the houfes are built like thofe in London before the fire in 1666, with 
the upper floors projecting beyond the lower; they are crowded clofe together, and 

4 m a n ^ 
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many are five or fix ftories high. The Glocefterihire fide of the city is four miles 
and a half in circumference, and the Somerfetihire fide two miles and a half, fo 
that the whole circumference of the city is feven miles. It is fuppofed to contain 
13,000 houfes, and 95,000 inhabitants. 

This city had formerly a caftle, and was enclofed with walls, which were de-
moliihed in the time of King William Rufus, yet fome parts of them ftill remain, 
together with two of their gates, called Ratcliff gate and Temple gate : there are 
alfo feverai other gates leading into this city, the names of which are, St. Nicholas's 
Gate, Back-ftreet Gate, Marih Gate, St. Leonard's Gate, St. Giles's Gate, St. 
John's Gate, Needlefs Gate, Pithay Gate, Froom Gate, New Gate, and Caftle 
Gate. 

Here is a cathedral and eighteen parifh churches, befides feven or eight meet-
ing-houfes of proteftant diifenters. The cathedral was formerly the collegiate 
church of a monaftery dedicated to St. Auguftine, and was founded in 1148, by 
Robert Fitz-Harding, and upon the diifolution of monafteries was ereited by 
king Henry the Eighth into a biihop's fee, with a dean, fix prebendaries, and other 
officers : there is nothing in the building worthy of note. The other churches in 
this city which merit any particular mention are, 

1. St. Mary Radciiif's, Which is the chief pariih church of this place, and 
ftands without the walls, in the county of Somerfet it was built in the reign of 
king Henry the Sixth, by William Canning, an alderman of this city, and is a 
magnificent ftrufture, in the Gothic ftile, with a high tower; the roof is curi-
ouily vaulted with ftone; and it may, perhaps, be reckoned the fineft pariih 
church in England. 

2. St. Stephens' church, which ftands in the heart of the city, and has a very 
beautiful and ftately tower. 

3. The church of All Saints: this has a fteeple built in imitation of that of 
Bow church in the city of London. 

4. Temple church; which is remarkable for a tower that leans to one fide. 

There are in this city eighteen charitable foundations called hofpitals; the prin-
cipal of which are the ten following. 

1. Queen Elizabeth's Hofpital, which, before »the diifolution of monafteries, 
was a collegiate church, but afterwards converted to a charitable ufe, by T. Carre, 
a wealthy citizen of this place, who is fuppofed to have lived in the reign of queen 
Elizabeth, and to have given her name to this hofpital. In 1706 it was rebuilt, 
and further endowed, by contribution. Here one hundred boys are taught to 
read and write, and otherwife fitted for land or fea fervice ; and 81. 8 s. is given 
to put each boy apprentice, upon his leaving the hofpital. The boys of this cha-
rity are drafted much in the fame manner as thofe of Chrift's Hofpital at London. 

2. Colfton's Hofpital, founded by Edward Colfton, Efq; for one hundred boys, 
who are maintained and taught for feven years, when.they are put out apprentices. 

The 
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The mailer of this fchool is allowed ioool. a year for the maintenance of the 
boys. 

3. An hofpital founded alfo by Edward Colilon, in 1691, for twelve men and 
twelve women, with an allowance of three (hillings a week each, and twenty-four 
facks of coals a year. The elder brother has fix ihillings a week ; the governor has 
an apartment and garden, with a handfome allowance; and here is a neat chapel, 
in which prayers are read twice every day. 

4. An hofpital founded partly by Edward Colilon, and partly by the merchants of 
this city, for thirty poor men and women, who have each two ihillings a week 
befides coals. 

5. A fchool built and endowed by Edward Colilon, for teaching and cloathing 
forty boys. 

6. Foiler's Hofpital, for fix men and eight women, each of which has an al-
lowance of two ihillings per week. 

7. Merchant Taylors Hofpital, where two men and nine women have each 2 s. 
6 d. a week, befides a dinner and one (hilling each every three months. 

8. St. John's Hofpital-, where twelve women are allowed 2 s. a week each, be-
fides a lack of coals, and an additional {hilling each at Chriflmas. 

9. An hofpital over againft St. John's, for twelve men and twelve women, who 
are allowed 2 s. 4 d. per week each, with wafhing. 

10. St. Peter's Hofpital; which is an infirmary opened in 1738, for the fick 
and diilreifed poor of this city. 

Here is a Guild-hall, in which are held the feffions and aiTizes, and the mayor's 
and fheriffs courts •, and adjoining to it is a fpacious lofty room, called St. George's 
Chapel, in which the mayor and iheriffs are annually chofen ; and here alio is a 
large council-room, lately rebuilt, where the mayor and fome of the aldermen 
meet every day, except Sundays, for the adminiflration of juftice. 

On the 10th of March, 1741, was laid in this city the firft ftone of an Ex-
change which was finifned and opened with great pomp on the 21ft of Septem-
ber, 1743. It is built in manner of the Royal-Exchange at London, and is about 
two thirds as large. The ftrufture is all of free-ftone, and is the beft of its kind 
in Europe. It has four entrances to the fquare within, and above are rooms for 
ihops. The ground upon which it ftands coil the chamber of this city 200001. 
and behind the building there is a large piece of ground laid out for the markets. 

In a ftreet called Wine-ftreet in this city, there is a large Corn-market, built of" 
free-ftone, and a guard-room adjoining to it, with barracks for foldiers. And, in 
the middle of a fquare called College-green, there is a fine Gothic ftru&ure, called 
a Crofs, with the effigies of ieveral kings of England round it. 

On 
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On the north fide of a large fquare, called Queen's-fquare, there is a cuftom 
houfe, with a key half a mile in length, faid to be the moft commodious in En g 
land. 

This place is famous for a medicinal Hot Spring, which rifes near the Avon, 
about a mile from the city, and is very much frequented from April to September. 
The water of this fpring is thought to be impregnated with chalk, lapis calca-
rius, and calaminaris. It is lighter than other water, clear, pure, and foft, and 
has a gentle degree of heat. It is prefcribed for internal hemorrhages and inflam-
mations, fpitting of blood, dyfentery, and immoderate fluxes of the menfes, dia-
betes, and purulent ulcers of the vifcera. is not only drank at the pump-room, 
but every morning cried in the ftreets of the city like milk ; and it retains its vir-
tue longer than any other medicinal waters. Near the well there is a houfe built, 
with an afiembly-room, and convenient lodgings. 

Confiderable manufactures of woollen ftuffs, particularly Cantaloons, are carried 
on in this city and there are no lefs than fifteen glafs-houfes for the manufa&ure 
of drinking-glaifes, bottles, and plate glafs. 

Briftol has the moft confiderable trade of any- port in the Britifh. dominions ex-
cept London. It was computed near half a century ago, that the trade of this 
city employed no lefs than two thoufand fail of fhips. It has a very great trade to 
the Weft-Indies, fifty Weft-India fhips having frequently arrived here at once. 
It has alfo a confiderable trade to. Guinea, Holland, Hamburgh', and Norway; 
and a principal branch of its commerce is that with Ireland from whence tallow, 
linen, woollen, and bay-yarn, are imported in vaft quantities. Its trade to the 
Streio-hts is alfo very confiderable, and it has acquired the whole trade of South 
Wales, and the greateft part of the trade of North Wales, by the conveniency of 
the Severn and the Wye. 

The city of W E L L S derives its name from the great number of fprings or wells 
that are in and about i t ; and is 127 miles from London. It was ere&ed into an 
epifcopal fee in 905 ; but Johannes de Villula, the fixteenth biihop, transferred 
this fee to Bath, and renounced the title of Wells after which hot difputes arofe 
between the churches of Bath and Wells, concerning the election of a'biihop; 
but they were compromifed about the year 1133, by biihop Robert; and it was fet-
tled, that whenever the fee became vacant, the biihop iliould be ele&ed by the 
canons both of Bath and Wells, but that precedency in ftile ihould be given to 
Bath that he ihould be inftalled in both churches, and afterwards it was deter-
mined, that both churches iliould make one full chapter for the biihop. 

Wells was firft made a free borough in the time of king Henry the Second, and 
was raifed into a city by queen Elizabeth, under whofe charter it is governed, by a 
mayor, a recorder, feven mafters or aldermen, fixteen gownfmen or common-
council-men, and other officers. 

.. .. • . 1 ••:'•• - . • .. i ...... 

This is a fmall but neat city, fituated at the bottom of Mendip Hills the 
buildings are handfome, and the ftreets broad. Here is a cathedral and one pariih 
church; the cathedral is faid to have been firft built by king Ina, about the year 
704: it was afterwards fo effectually repaired by biihop Fitz-Joceline already men-

tioned, 
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fioned, that it was confidered as a new work. The front of this Gothic ftrudure, 
which has been built upwards of 500 years, is much admired for its imagery, and 
carved ftone-work, but particularly for a window which is moil curiouily painted. 
Adjoining to the church are fpacious cloiilers, and a chapter-houfe, which is built 
in manner of a rotundum, fupported by one pillar in the middle. There is alfo a 
:clofe belonging to the cathedral, with very good houfes, and a biihop's palace, in 
which is a fine chapel, built by biihop Fitz Joceline, and dedicated to St. John 
Baptiil. The palace is one of the handfomeft in the kingdom: it is fortified 
with walls, and a moat, and, on the fouth fide, looks like a caille. The mem-
bers of this cathedral are a biihop, dean, precentor chancellor, three archdeacons, 
a treafurer, a fubdean, fifty-nine prebendaries, an organiil, four prieit-vicars, eight 
lay-vicars, fix choristers, and other officers. 

Here is a charity fchool, which was ereded in 1714, for teaching twenty boys, 
and twenty girls. An hofpital was founded here by biihop Babwith, for thirty 
poor men and women; and another hofpital was founded by biihop Still, for the 
maintenance of a few poor women. Mr. Bricks, a woollen-draper, built an alms-
houfe here, for four poor men Mr. Llewellin built another, for poor women; 
Mr. Harper another, for four poor wool-combers; and Mr. Andrews another, for 
four poor women. 

In the middle of the city is the old market-houfe, called the Crofs; and near 
it there was lately ereded another market-houfe, which is a handfome building, 
and is alfo the town-houfe, where the corporation meets, and where the judges 
hold the aflizes. Here is alfo a town-hall, which Hands over biihop Bapwith's 
hofpital. Near the biihop's palace is a well, called St. Andrew's Well, which is 
reckoned one of the finefl fprings in the kingdom. Some bone-lace is made here; 
but the poor are chiefly employed in knitting ilockings. 

A X B R I D G E derived its name from a bridge here over the river Axe, on the 
north bank of which it Hands, at the foot of Mendip-hills, and at the diftance of 
130 miles from London. This is a borough-town, governed by a mayor, a bailiff, 
a recorder, town clerk, and other officers. The mayor has two maces carried be-
fore him, one by a ferjeant, and the other by a perfon appointed by the bailiff". 
This is a neat little town, with an alms-houfe well endowed. 

B R I D G E W A T E R appears to be a corruption of Brugge Walter, i. e. Walter's Bo-
rough,, a name by which this place is fuppofed to have been called foon after the 
Conqueft, when it was bellowed with feveral other lordfhips in Somerfetihire, by 
William the Conqueror on Walter de Doway, one of his commanders. 

Bridgewater is 143 miles from London; it was made a free borough by king 
John, and a diftind county by king Henry the eighth. It is governed by a mayor, 
a recorder, two aldermen who are juftices of the peace, and twenty-four common-
council-men. Here is alfo a town-clerk, a clerk of the market, a water-bailiff, 
and two ieijeants at mace. Out of the common-council men are annually chofen 
two bailiffs, who are invefted with a power equal to that of fheriff^ as the iheriffs 
of the county cannot fend any procefs into the borough. Out of the common-
council men is alio chofen every year, a receiver, who colleds the town rents, and 
makes payments. 

V O L . I I . F f The 
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The revenues of the corporation, which confift of the manor of the borough 

the great and fmall tithes, and fome eilates in Dorfetihire, are valued at 10,0001. 
a year ; and its freemen are free of all the ports of England and Ireland, except 
London and Dublin. 

This is one of the moft confiderable towns in the county ; it is a port, fituated 
at the diftance of twelve miles from the Briftol Channel, upon the river Parret, by 
which ihips of 200 tons may come up to its key. Here is a caftle, built by Wil-
liam de Brivere, lord of Bridgewater, in the reign of king John; and a church 
with a fpire, which is one of the loftieft in England. This town has alfo a fine 
meeting-houfe, with particular feats allotted for fuch of the mayors and aldermen 
its may happen to be diifenters ; and here is a private academy for fuch of their 
youth as are intended for preachers. Near the church is a large free-fchool, built 
of free-ftone, and under the fchool-room are lodgings for the poor of the pariih. 
Here is a neat alms-houfe built by major Iagram of Weftminfter, who was a na-
tive of this place. 

Here is a fpacious town-hall, and a high crofs, and under the crofs is a ciilern, 
to which water is conveyed by an engine from a neighbouring brook, and thence 
carried to moft of the ftreets. This town has a ftone bridge over the Parret, which 
was begun by William de Brivere, who built the caftle, and finiihed by Thomas 
Trivet the fucceeding lord of the manor. The fame William de Brivere alfo built 
a key here, which is called the Haven. 

By its convenience for navigation this town carries on a pretty good coaft trade 
to Briftol, Wales, and Cornwal •, and upwards of twenty coal ihips are conftantly 
employed from this port. It has a foreign trade, chiefly to Portugal and New-
foundland. Wool is imported hither in great quantities from Ireland. The re-
ceipt of the cuftoms here amounts to upwards of 30001. a year: the market is 
the moft -confiderable in the county for corn, cattle, hogs, iheep, and cheefe; 
and there is no part of the kingdom in which provifions are cheaper. 

B R U T O N derives its name from the river Bru or Bry, upon the bank of which 
it is fituated it is 115 miles from London, and is a well-built populous place; 
with a handfome church, and a good free-fchool, founded by king Edward the 
Sixth. Here is a ftately alms-houfe, confifting of the ruins of a priory ; and a 
market-place, over which is a fpacious hall, where the quarter-ieifions are fome-
times held for the eaftern divifion of the county. This town has a ftone bridge 
over the river Bry; and carries on a good trade in ferges, ftockings, malt, and 
other commodities. 

C A S T L E C A R E Y derives its name from a caftle with which the place was anciently 
fortified; it ftands at the diftance of 125 miles from London, and is only famous 
for a fpring of purging water impregnated with alum, 011 account of which it is 
much frequented. 

C H A R D is 140 miles diftant from London, and was made a free borough in the 
reign of Henry the Third; a privilege which it has fince loft. The affizes were 
alfo held, here formerly. It confiils chiefly of four ftreets that terminate near a 

... , market 
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market place. Here are .two alms-houfes, and a fmall woollen manufactory and 
there are fulling mills in the neighbourhood. 

• C R E W K E R N is diftant 133 miles from London, and has a charity fchool. 

C R O S C O M B is diftant 113 miles from London, and is only remarkable for a ma-
nufacture of ftockings. 

D U L V E R T O N is 169 miles from London, and is a pretty little town, with a good 
market. 

D U N S T E R is fituated on the coaft of the Briftol Channel, at the diftance of 164 
miles from London. It has a ruinous caftle, confifting of two wings, and three 
towers, and a large church, with a fine tower, which was built in the reign of 
Henry the Seventh. This town has a manufacture of kerfeys. 

F R O M E - S E L W O O D derives its name from its fituation upon the bank of the river 
Frome, in that part of the county which was formerly called Selwbodfture. 

It is 99 miles diftant from London and is governed by two conftables, chofen 
annually at the court-leet of the lord of the manor. It is larger than fome 
cities, but the ftreets are very irregular. Here is no more than one church, 
which is a handfome building, with a ring of fix good bells, and a fine organ : but 
here are fix or feven meeting-houfes, for prefbyterians, baptifts, and quakers two 
of which, one of the prefbyterian meeting-houfes, and one of the baptifts, are 
built of free ftone, and are perhaps as handfome and as fpacious as any meeting-
houfe in England. Not far from the church there is a free fchool; and here is 
an almshoufe, or rather a workhoufe, with a chapel belonging to it. 

This town has alfo a fine ftone bridge over the river Frome; and here is a very 
confiderable manufacture of broad cloth, in which fo many hands were employed 
about the beginning of the prefent century, that the annual return from London 
for this commodity alone, was computed at no lefs than 700,0001. About forty 
years aso all England was fupplied with wire cards for carding wool from this 
place ^and the town has been long famous for fine beer, 

G L A S T O N B U R Y is thought to have derived its name from Glaftum, the ancient 
Latin name for a plant much ufed by dyers, called in Engliih iVoad^ and faid to 
grow here in great plenty. 

Glaftonbury ftands at the diftance of 120 miles from London, in a peninfula 
formed by the river Bry, and a fmall namelefs ftream; the peninfula is called 
the ifle of Ayalon, a. name fuppofed to have been derived from Avalla, which, 
in the ancient Britifh language, fignifies apples, for the production of which this 
fpot might formerly have been famous. 

Before the diifolution of iponafteries, Glaftonbury was a town of great im-
portance for by fome ruins that ftill remain, here appears to have been the 
moft magnificent abbey in the world. Its abbat had revenues and honours 
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greatly above thofe of any other fubjeCt; he had the title of lord, and fat among 
the barons in parliament; and this town, while under the protection of its ab-
bats, was a parliamentary borough; but upon the diiTolution of its abbey, it 
not only loft that privilege, but ceafed alfo to be a corporation, till it was incor-
porated by queen Anne, who granted it a new charter, for a mayor and burgeifes, 1 

by which it is now governed. 

Here are two pariih churches, in the ftruCture of which there is nothing re-
markable. The only manufacture carried on in the place, is that of ftockings; 
and the chief fupport of it arifes from the great refort of people to fee the ruins 
of the abbey. 

I L C H E S T E R is fo called by a corruption of the Saxon name Ivelcefter, which 
fignifies a caftle upon the river Ivel. It is 125 miles from London; and is a very 
ancient borough, governed by two bailiffs, and twelve burgeifes, who are lords 
of the manor. In the reign of Edward the Third, the affizes for the county were 
fixed here; but they have long fince been held alternately at Wells, Taunton, 
and Bridgewater. Here the knights of the fhire, for reprefenting the county in 
parliament, are ftill chofen; the county courts are vhere held; and here is the 
gaol for debtors and malefactors. 

This was anciently a place of great importance, and very populous. About 
the time of the Conqueft it not only had a caftle, which is now in ruins, but was 
encompaifed with a double wall. It has a ftone bridge over the Ivel, on which 
are ftill to be feen the remains of two ancient towers. It had alfo feveral parifh 
churches, though now there is but one; and the chief dependance of the place 
is upon the county gaol, for which reafon it cannot be fuppofed a polite, a 
wealthy, or a comfortable refidence. A place called King's-moor in the neigh-
bourhood, is famous for horfe races. 

I L M I S T E R is 138 miles diftant from London. It has a very good church, in 
which is a ftatefy monument, ereCted to the memory of the founder of Wadham 
College in Oxford ; and a confiderable woollen manufactory. 

K E Y N S H A M , or Canefham, is fituated at the diftance of 1 1 1 miles from Lon-
don, on the fouth bank of the Avon, and on the weft bank of a fmall river called 
the Chew, which at this place difcharges itfelf into the Avon. It is a great tho-
roughfare in what is called the lower road between Bath and Briftol. It is reck-
oned a foggy place; but has a fine large church, a charity fchool, a ftone bridge 
of fifteen arches over the river Avon, and another ftone bridge over the Chew : 
its chief trade is malting. 

ft' ^ ^ ^ ^ J B ^ B M H S ^ ^ ^ ^ m ^ ^ P W 
L A N G P O R T ftands on the river Parret, at the diftance of 129 miles from Lon-

don. It is a great thoroughfare.in the road from London to Taunton, and other 
towns in the weft; and formerly fent members to parliament, but it loft that 
privilege, and is now governed by a portreeve and a recorder. A great many 
lighters are conftantly employed in bringing coals and other commodities to this 
place from Bridgewater, by the river Parret. 

M I L B O R N -
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M I L B O R N - P O R T is 116 miles diftant from London, and was a borough at the 

time of the Conqueft. It is governed by nine capital bailiffs, who chufe annually 
two under bailiffs, and thefe under bailiffs make the returns of the members that 
reprefent it in parliament. Befides the bailiffs, there are feven commonalty ftew-
ards, who are truftees of the profits of the lands given to the poor of the town ; 
and of thefe, two are chofen every year for the particular diftribution of thofe 
profits, and for the cuftody of the common feal of the borough. Here are like-
wife two conftables of confiderable power. This town has a church, but the 
houfes are detached one from another, and fcattered in a very irregular manner. 

M I N H E A D is 1 6 7 miles from London, and is an ancient borough, governed by 
two conftables, chofen yearly at a court leet held here by the lord of the manor. 
This town is a harbour in the Briftol Channel, and is much frequented by paffen-
gers to and from Ireland. It has a fine key, and the largeft fhips may enter and 
ride fafe in the harbour. The town is well built, and carries on a confider-
able trade with Ireland in wool, and with South Wales in coals. Here are fe-
verai confiderable merchants, who carry on a trade to Virginia, the Weft Indies, 
and other places; and three or four thoufand barrels of herrings are here caught, 
cured, and fhipped off annually for the Levant and other parts of the world. 

N O R T H C U R R Y ftands upon the river Tone, at the diftance of 136 miles from 
London, and is a pretty town, with good markets. 

P E N S F O R D is 113 miles diftant from London, and has a manufacture of wool-
len cloth. 

P E T H E R T O N - S O U T H . Vetherton is a corruption of the original name Pedred's 
town, a name derived from its fituation upon the bank of the river Pedred, now 
commonly called Parret; and the epithet South, was added to diftinguifh it from 
a town of the fame name upon the bank of the river Pedred, about twelve miles 
north-weft of this place, called North Petherton. It is diftant 131 miles from 
London, and had anciently a palace, built by Ina, the Weft Saxon king, but now 
contains nothing worthy of note. 

P H I L I P S - N O R T O N is diftant 104 miles from London, and is only remarkable 
for a fair of one day, which, for a wholefale trade, is reckoned as great as moft in 
England of lo fhort duration. 

S H E P T O N - M A L L E T is diftant I N miles from London, and is governed by a 
conftable. It is a very large market town ; the ftreets are narrow, and the town 
being fituated on hills, they are alfo fteep and very irregular. It is well watered 
with rivulets, and has fome confiderable clothiers, for whole bufmefs thofe rivu-
lets are very convenient. 

S O M E R T O N is a poft town, fituated on a branch of the Parret, in a very healthy 
place, and is governed by a bailiff, chofen by the inhabitants. It has a hall for 
the petty feifions, and an alms-houfe for eight poor perfons; a free fchool is alfo 
lately opened for teaching Latin, Greek, and Hebrew ; but the chief fupport of 
the place is the markets and fairs that are held for the cattle which are fed on a 
neighbouring common. 

S T OWE Y 
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S T O W E Y is 146 miles diftant from London, and contains nothing worthy of 
note. 

T A U N T O N is fo called by a corruption of the original name tfhone town, or 
Tone town, which it derived from its fituation upon the bank of the river Thone, 
or Tone. 

Taunton is 147 miles diftant from London, and had a charter from king Charles 
the Firft, which was forfeited in the beginning of the reign of king Charles the 
Second, by the corporation refufing to renounce the folemn league and covenant. 
After this the borough remained feventeen years without a charter, at the end of 
which time a new one was procured for it from king Charles the Second ; under 
which it is now governed, by a mayor* recorder, a juftice of the peace, two al-
dermen, twenty-four capital burgeifes, a town clerk, two conftables, two port-
reeves, and two ferjeants at mace. Belides thefe magiftrates, there are fix gentle-
men who are juftices of the peace at large, and may aCt within the borough. The 
mayor and aldermen are chofen yearly out of the burgeifes; and the portreeves 
have the benefit of the ftandings in the market, which they lett upon leafe for 40 
or 501. a-year. The mayor's officers have no power to arreft; and there is no 
prifon here, but a bridewell for vagrants; debtors and criminals being fent to the 
county gaol at Ilchefter; nor have the corporation any lands, houfes, or joint ftock 
of money, fo that though this is one of the moft flcuriihing towns in the county, 
it is the meaneft corporation. 

There is fomething particular in the method ufed by fome perfons in this town 
to qualify themfelves for being electors in the choice of members to reprefent it 
in parliament. It is a privilege of this place, that every pot-walloner, i. e. all 
who drefs their own victuals, are entitled to vote. In confequence of this privi-
lege, the inmates or lodgers, fome ihort time before an election, have each a fire 
made in the ftreet, at which they drefs victuals publickly, left their votes ihould 
be called in queftion. 

This town is moft delightfully fituated, and is one of the largeft and moft po-
pulous boroughs in the kingdom. The ftreets are many of them fpacious and 
handfome, and here are two pariih churches, one of which, St. Mary Magdalen's, 
is a fpacious edifice, with a high tower and ftately pinnacles, adorned with carved 
work. Here are alfo feveral meeting-houies of proteftant diiienters, a diflenting 
academy, a grammar fchool, well endowed, and an hofpital, founded by Robert 
Gray, Efq-, a native of this place, for fix men and ten women, who have each two 
ihillings a-week, and are'accommodated with a chapel for daily prayers. Flere 
are other alms-houfes, founded by Huifh, for thirteen decayed tradef-
men, who have each half a crown a-week, and a gown every three years, and are 
alio provide d with a chapel for prayers. Mrs. Dorothy Henley ereCted other, 
alms-houfes in this place, which are inhabited by twenty men and women, but 
have no endowment. 

A caftle was built here by one of the biihops of Winchefter, to the prelates of 
which fee this town and deanry belonged, even before the Conqueft. This caftle 
was a building of great e x t e n t t h e caftle hall, with the outward gate, and por-
ter's lodge, are ftill Handing ; and in the ha'l, which is very large, the affizes for 
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the county are generally held. At the entrance into the court, and over againft 
the hall, is the exchequer, where the biihop's clerk keeps his office, and a court 
is held every Saturday for the biihop's tenants. Here is a market houfe, over 
which is a town halL; and a fine bridge is ereCted here over the Tone, confifting 
of fix arches, and kept in repair at the expence of the county. 

Many thoufand perfons are here employed in the manufactures of ferges, duroys, 
fagathees, fhalloons, and other woollen fluffs, for the weaving of which, eleven 
hundred looms have at a time been employed in this place. The river Tone, by 
an aCt of parliament paffed in the reign of king William the Third, was made na-
vigable by barges from Taunton to Bridgewater. 

W A T C H E T is an ancient little port, on the coaft of the Briftol Channel, at the 
diftance of 153 miles from London. There are about feven or eight veffels be-
longing to this port, which trade in coals, or ferve as coafters to Briftol, where 
they fupply the glafs-houfes with the allies of fea weed, of which abundance is 
burnt here for that purpofe. Great quantities of alabafter, which fall from the 
cliffs here by the waih of the fea, are alfo fent to that city. The inhabitants of 
this town and neighbourhood burn vail heaps of pebble ftones, which are found 
upon the coaft, into lime, for drefiing their lands, but chiefly to ferve as a cCment 
for building, no cement being more durable than this in mafon work that is to lie 
in water, where it will turn as hard as marble. 

W E L L 
I N G T O N is diftant 151 miles from London, and has a large church, and an 

hofpital for fix poor men and as many women. Here is a manufacture of ferges, 
druggets, and other woollen fluffs, and a confiderable pottery. 

W I N C A U N T O N is 112 miles from London, and the greateft part of it was de-
ftroyed by fire in April 1747. Here is a confiderable market for corn, cheefe, a»d 
cattle. 

W I V E L S C O M B is 153 miles from London, and has an hofpital endowed by Sir 
John Coventry for twelve poor perfons. 

W R I N T O N is a pretty good town, fituated among the Mendip Hills, at the 
diftance of 125 miles from London. Here is a handfome church, with a high 
tower, adorned with four pinnacles, alfo a fmall charity fchool, and a confiderable. 
trade in teazles, which grow in great abundance in the neighbourhood. 

Y E O V I L is fo called from a corruption of the original name, Ivel; a name de-
rived from the river Ivel, upon the bank of which it is fituated. It is 123 miles 
diftant from London, and is governed by a portreeve and twelve burgefies, who 
hold a court of record here every three weeks, and have lands out upon leafes. 
This is a good large town, and a great thoroughfare on the poll road to Corn-
wall. The ftreets are narrow, and the houfes for the moft part mean, but here is 
a large church, with a ring of fix great bells, a charity fchool for thirty boys, and 
a town hall. 

The principal manufacture of this town is gloves. Here is a confiderable mar-
ket for corn, cheefe, hemp, flax, linen3 fail cloth, and fome other commodities. 

There 
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Xhere are many thriving tradefmen in this place, and it is thought to return as 
much money as any market town in the county. 

C U R I O S I T I E S . 

MendipHil l s . The hills and rocks of this county may be confidered as the principal natural 
curiofities in i t ; and of thefe Mendip Hills are the moil remarkable, efpecially 
for lead and coal mines. 

Peculiarities It is obferved that the air upon Mendip Hills is moiit, cold, foggy, thick, and 
of thefe hills, heavy; the foil is red and ftony; fnow, froil, and dews continue longer upon | 

thefe hills, than on any part of the neighbouring grounds, except near the mines, 
where the fnow foon melts. Thunder-ftorms, nofturnal lights, and fiery meteors, are 
more frequent here than any where elfe in this county. The trees near the lead | 
mines have their tops burnt, their leaves and bark diicoloured and fcorched, and 
are ilinted in their growth. 

Lead mines. The veins of fome of thefe mines have been known to run up into the roots of 
trees, which, notwithilanding, looked as well at the top as the other trees. The 
ore in fome places runs in a vein, and in other places it is found difperfed in 
banks, and lying between rocks : fome of it is harder, and fome fofter. The 
cleareil and heavieit ore is the beft and thirty-fix hundreds of fuch ore yield about j 
a tun of lead. i 

Manner of When the miners have gathered a certain quantity of the ore, they beat it fmall, 
waihing and waih it in a running ftream, and fift it in iron rudders. For melting it, a hearth | 
melting lead 0 r furnace, made of clay or fire-ftone, about five feet high, is fo fupported upon \ 
cre* polls of timber, that it may be moved round like a wind-mill, to prevent the in- <1 

convenience of having the fmoke blown upon the workmen. On the hearth are 
placed fome young oaken gads, which are kindled with charcoal, and blown with 
bellows that are worked by the feet. When the hearth is fufficiently hot, the 
lead ore is thrown into the fire, where being melted, it runs down into a fink 
that is made at the fides of the hearth, and from thence it is taken out with an \ 
iron ladle and eaft in fand into forms which the miners call fows and pigs. 

Effeas of the It is obferved, that the fumes of the lead produce difeafes which commonly 
fmoak of lead prove mortal to fuch as are employed in melting it. The owners of cattle that 
ore. feed near the places where the lead ore is waihed, employ perfons on purpofe to 

keep them out of the reach of the fmoak; and it is faid, that no dog, cat, or 
fowl, or any other animal, will live long in the neighbourhood of the places where 
the lead ore is ufually melted. 

"Firnino- of ^ a c u ^ o m ^ e r e fuch miners as live at a diftance, to leave their ore and 
• the HUU 1 tools all night upon the hills, either in the open air, or in fome flight hut, with- , \ 

out much apprehenfion of having them ftolen away ; and if any miner is convi&ed 
of a theft of this kind, he is condemned to a fort of punifhment, which is called I 
Burning of the Hi l l ; and is thus performed : the criminal, with his hands and 
feet at liberty, is ihut up in one of the little huts, ereCted for keeping the ore and ( 

tools, which hut being furrounded with dry furze, fern, and other fuch wood, is 
fet on fire, and the man left to make his efcape as he can, by breaking open his 

priforj 
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¿rifon anH milling through the fire : he is befides ever after excluded from work-
ing in the mines of Mendip Hills. 

In the coal mines upon thefe hills, there are frequent fire damps, by which Fire damps 
many have been killed, and others much burnt and maimed fome have been coal 

blown up at the mouth of the works, and the turnbeam, which hangs over the 
fhaft, has been often torn off the frame by the force of the blaft. 

On the fouth fide of Mendip Hills, near a place called Wokey, within a mile Wokey Hole , 
of the city of Wells, is a very remarkable cave, known by the name of Wokey 
Hole. The entrance to this cave is parallel to the horizon, at the bottom of a rock 
180 feet high, and over the rock is a fteep mountain, the top of which is thought 
to be a miie above the bottom of the rock. At the entrance into the cave there 
is a iteep defcent of 50 or 60 feet; the cave itfelf is about 200 feet in length, in 
fome parts 50 or 60 feet broad, and in others not above 10 or 12, and the greateft 
height is about 50 feet, though in fome places the roof is not above four or five 
feet from the bottom. There are feverai partial divifions of it, which the imagi-
nations of fome people have diftinguifhed into a kitchen, a hall, a dancing room, 
a cellar, and other apartments; and water of a petrifying quality, being con-
stantly dropping from the roof, and forming a variety of ftony figures, fancy has 
improved them into refemblances of old women, dogs, bells, organs, and other 
things. The echo of any noife within this cavern is fo ftrong, that a large ftone, 
fuch as a man may lift up without much difficulty, being dropped on the rocky 
bottom of the cave, founds with a noife as loud as the report of a cannon. 

At the extremity of this cave there ifiues a ftream of water fufficient to drive a 
mill; and paifing with great rapidity and noife the whole length of the cavern, it 
burfts out through the rock, near the entrance into the valley. Here are always 
people ready, for a fmall reward, to attend ftrangers into this cave with lights. 

Near Glaftonbury there is a hill called the Torr, from a tower that formerly The Ton', 
flood on it, which rifes like a pyramid, to a great height, and ferves as a land-
mark to feamen. 

Near Chedder there are two rocks, called Chedder Cliffs, and between thefe chedder 
is a frightful chafm, the fides of which are near three hundred feet high ; through Cliffs, 
this chafm is the road from Axbridge to Briftol; and from the bottom of one of 
the hills there ifiues a ftream, fo rapid, that it is -faid to drive twelve mills within 
a quarter of a mile of the fpring. 

In a dreadful ftorm which happened in 1.703, Dr. Kidder, biihop of Bath and Effects of a 
Wells, was, together with his lady, killed in bed by the fall of a ftack of chim- dreadful 
nies over the room where they lay, in their palace at Wells.; and in the fame ftori&* 
florai, a fhip was driven on fhore near Bridgewater, and left feverai hundred 
yards beyond the common high water mark. 

It is remarkable, that on cleanfing the hot fprings at Bath, or on fetting down R e l icks of 
-•a new pump, great quantities of hazle nuts are always found fw-imming upon the die univerftl 
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furface of the fprings; and leaves like thofe of olive trees, come fometimes witlv 
the water out of the pump of the hot bath. Some writers have thought them re-
licks of the univerfal deluge. 

In the year 1666, many large oak trees, as black as ebony, were found buried 
a little way under the furface of the earth, in fome moors near Yeovil. 

Snake ilones. In the neighbourhood of Keyniham there is a quarry, in which are found ftones 
' of a ferpentine form, of all fizes, from about one foot to one inch in diameter. 

Glaftonbury Glaftonbury was once famous for a kind of hawthorn tree, which is reckoned 
thom. by botaniils a fpecies of mefpilus or medlar. This tree was believed to have 

been firft produced from a ftaff that Jofeph of Arimathea, who is faid to have 
refided in this place, ftuck into the ground. The fame thorn was thought mi-
raculouily to bud upon Chriftmas-day in the morning, flower at noon, and de- J 
cay at nio-ht. It is certain that there was a tree in the abbey church-yard here, 
which inmild weather ufed to put out fome bloffoms about Chriftmas. 

After the fuppreffion of the abbey this tree was cut down; but as it is propa-
gated by layers, feveral branches of it were planted in the neighbourhood, which 
continue in mild weather, and a warm expofure, to bloffom about the fame time. 
It has alfo been propagated in feveral other parts of England, by fuperftitious 
perfons, who ftill believe the miracle, though contrary to the experience of every 
year. 

Ilchefter is famous for having been the birth place of the celebrated Friar 
perfons born Bacon, who lived in the thirteenth century, in the time of Henry the Third, and 
in this county, ̂ nade fuch difcoveries in experimental philofophy at the univerfity of Oxford, that 

in that rude age, he acquired the chara&er of a magician or conjurer, and as fuch, 
was, by order^of pope Nicholas the Fourth, committed to prifon, where he con-
tinued many years. 

Wrinton is alfo famous for having been the birth-place of the celebrated. Mr, 
John Locke. 

A N T I Q U I T I E S . 

Ancient inha- Somerfetihire is part of the large territory which in the time of the Romans was 
bitants. inhabited by the Belgse, of whom mention has been made in the account ot 

Hampihire •, and it is generally believed, that this county is the diftrift that was 
in poifeffion of a tribe of the Belgs, which the Romans called the Cangi. It af-
terwards conftituted part of the kingdom of the Weft Saxons. 

, v„s f The city of Bath was famous among the Romans for its medicinal waters. It 
the'city of ° is called by Ptolemy - ^ W , i. e. hot waters, and by Antoninus Aqua Soils, 
Bath. ; £>. Waters of the Sun. Upon the fpot where the cathedral church now ftands, a 

temple is faid to have been formerly dedicated, to Minerva, who was the tutelar 
deity of thofe fprings, and from thence the ancient Britons called this city Caer 

• Pal-
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Palladur, i. e. the City of the Water of Pallas. It was afterwards called by the 
Saxons Accmannepceapreji, which fignifies the City of Valetudinarians and upon 
Lanfdown Hill, near this city, there are ftill to be feen the remains of a fortification, 
thought to have been thrown up by the Saxons in the year 520, when they de-
fended themfelves againft the vi&orious king Arthur. 

Upon a ftone in the weft fide of the cathedral church of this city, are engraved 
the following verfes, which are thought to have been done in taiemory of Dr. 
Oliver King, who founded this church in 1137 : 

The trees goeing to cheefe a king, 
Said, be to us thou, Oliver, King. 

About the beginning of the laft century there were dug up in Waldcotfield, 
near this city, two ftones with the following infcriptions : 

1. CMVRRIVS CFARNIENSIS FOROIVLI MODESTVS MIL - LEG 
II. AD P F IVLI SECVNDI A/N XXV STIP — H — 

2- DIS MANIBVS MVALERIVS M R F LATINVS CEO MLES LEG 
XX. AN X ^ STIPEN XX H. S. E. 

On the infide of the city wall, between the north and weft gates, are feverai 
ftones with ancient figures and infcriptions. On one of thefe ftones is an image 
of Hercules holding up his left hand, and having his club in the right; and on 
the fragment of a ftone near it, is the following infcription: 

DEC. COLo]vJte G L E V - V I X f AN LXXX q^VT. 

Upon another ftone here, there is alfo the image of Hercules, with two fnakes 
in his hands. It has been faid, that all natural hot baths were facred to Hercules; 
but 

as the baths of this place are certainly known to have been dedicated to Mi-
nerva, it may be concluded, that natural hot baths were dedicated both to Her-
cules and Minerva. 

Here are feverai other ftones with Roman figures and infcriptions; and in the 
year 1708, there was dug up within a mile of this place, a ftone with an infcrip-
tion, which is read as follows : Julius Vitalis, Fabricienfis Legionis viceftma Vale-
rin<e viftricis, ftipendiorum novem, annorum viginti novem, natione Belgte ex collegio 
Fabricienjium Elatus, hie fitus eft. 

_ At Bathford, north-eaft of the city of Bath, and upon the other fide of the B hford 
river Avon, in the beginning of the laft century, a room was difcovered under ^ ' ' 
ground, with a chequered pavement of white, blue, and red ftones. 

Ilchefter was known to Antoninus by the name of Ifchalis, and was certainly a Equities of 
place ot confequence in the time of the Romans : the ruins of a double walk with Ilchefter. 
which the town was inclofed, are ftill vifible, and Roman coins of o-0ld, filver, 
and brafs, have frequently been dug up here, 

• - G g 2 % The 
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^ftuarium The mouth of the rivers Parret and Bry, is by Ptolemy called the ^iluary of 
Uzella?. TJzelia, from the river Ivel, the name of which is now loft after its junction with 

the Parret. 

R o m a i coins At Wincaunton an urn was dug up not many years ago, full of Roman coins» 
oman corns, ^ a n o t ] i e r u r n f u l l 0f the fame money was alfo difcovered at Wivelfcomb. 

At Lawrence Liddiard, north-weil of Taunton, in the year 1666 an earthen 
pitcher was found with Roman coins, that weighed about eighty pounds; and 
fuch another pitcher, with much the fame quantity of Roman money,^ was after-
wards difcovered at Stogumber, in the neighbourhood of Lawrence Liddiard. 

' ' . 1 I < 

Near Wokey Hole there was found, in the reign of Henry the Eighth, an ob-
long plate of lead, which had the following infcription: TI. CLAVDIVS 1 

CAESAR AYG. P. M. TRIB. P. Villi . IMP. XVI. DE BRITAN. 
A Roman Not far from Somerton is a fteep mountain, called Camalet Hill, faid to be a 
camp. mile in compafs at the top, where the marks of a Roman camp are ilill to be 

feen; and feveral Roman, coins and other antiquities have been dug up. 

An ancient A t C h e w M a g n a > n o t f a r Wrinton, there is a ditch, called Bow Ditch* 
camp. from its circular form it furrounds a hill which was trebly fortified, and from 

which there is a fine profpeCt of the Briftol Channel. 
• * \ 

j t havino- been recorded in the fongs of the ancient Britiih bards, that the il-
i h u r i t o m b luftrious Britiih king Arthur was buried in the abbey church of Glaftonbury, king 

Henry the Second ordered a fearch to be made there for his tomb ; and about 
feven feet under ground a fort of tomb ftone was found, with a large plate of lead 
fixed in it, and on the plate was the following infcription, in barbarous and Go-
thic letters: HIC JACET SEPVLTVS INCLITVS REX ARTVRIVS IN 
INSVLA AVALONIA. About nine feet below this monumental ftone, was 
found a coffin of hollowed oak, containing the bones of a human body, fuppofed 
to be that of king Arthur. 

. . . . f In the river Parret, near its confluence with the Tone, north-weft of Lang-
A S c v port, there is a fmall iiland, containing fcarce two acres of ground, called the I fie 

of Athelney, a name derived from the ancient Saxon name ¿Etheling, which figni-
fies an JJland of Nobles. It had this name from having been the place to which 
king Alfred retreated with a few of his nobles to hide himfelf, after he had been 
defeated by the Danes. That king afterwards built a monaftery here, the foun-
dations of which were difcovered by fome labourers in the year 1674. Among 
other fubterraneous remains of this building, were found the bafes of church pil-
lars, confifting of wrought free-ftone, with coloured tiles, and other things of 
the fame kind : and foon afterwards, near this iiland was found a fort of medal or 
pidture of St. C'uthbert, with a Saxon infcription, importing that it was made by-
order of king Alfred. In Gibfon's Camden there is a figure of this medal5 but 
by an .unaccountable omiffion, neither its fize nor metal is mentioned in any_ de-
fcription. It appears however, by its form, to have hung by a ftring; and it is. 
conieiturecL that the king wore it either as an amulet* or in veneration of St. 
. J - ' • Cuthbert* 
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Cuthbert, who is faid to have appeared to him in his troubles, and allured him of 
the victories that he afterwards obtained over the Danes. 

In the pariih of Mear, near Glaftonbury, there are ftill to be feen the remains Ancient 

of four camps, one of which has a double ditch, and appears to have b e e n thrown camps, 

up by the Danes. 

On the top of a hill called Stantonbury, between Bath and Keynfnam, are 
the remains of a camp, confifting of about thirty acres, with large double works. 

At Stanton Drew, near Pensford, there is a monument called the Wedding, An ancient 
confifting of ftones about fix feet high, ranged in a circle about ninety feet in dia- monument, 
meter. ^The occafion of this monument is not known, but the name is derived 
from a fabulous tradition, that as a bride was going to be married, ihe and th® 
reft of the company were changed into ftones. 

E C C L E S I A S T I C A L A N T I Q^U I T I E S. 

The church which afterwards was the abbey church of Glaftonbury, is reckoned 
the moft ancient Chriftian church in Great Britain, and is faid to have been 
founded by Jofeph of Arimathea, about thirty-one years after the paffion of our 
Saviour. The firft congregation of regular monks in Britain, is alfo faid to have 
been in this place, and to have been collefted by St. Patrick in the year 435. 
This monaftery was afterwards moft liberally endowed by king Ina, Edmund the 
Elder, and other Saxon kings and nobles. It had Benedi&ine monks introduced 
into it by St. Dunftan, in the year 954. It was dedicated to the Virgin Mary, 
and endowed on the fuppreffion with revenues valued at 33 n l . 7 s. 4d . per 
annum. 1 _ .' 

There are ftill to be feen vaft ruins of this magnificent monaftery, confifting of large 
walls overgrown with ivy: the abbat's kitchen, built of ftone, is ftill entire ; and 
upon the top of the Torr are noble ruins of a church, which belonged to the 
abbat. 

Here was an hofpital for poor and infirm perfons, founded in 1246, by Mi-
chael, abbat of Glaftonbury. It was dedicated to St. John Baptift, and was under 
the care of the almoner of the monaftery. 

Richard Beere, abbat of Glaftonbury, in the beginning of the reign of king 
Henry the Eighth, built an alms-houfe, with a chapel, on the north fide of the 
abbey, for feven or ten poor women. 

It is faid in the chronicles of Glaftonbury, that St. Fagan and St. Deruvian 
founded the fee of a biihop at Congeribury, near Wrinton, in the year 167, and 
that it continued here fix hundred years, at the end of which time it wai> removed 
to Wells: but according to other authorities, this place became at firft remark-
able for having only been the refidence of a religious hermit called Cungar, who, 
about the year 711, founded a collegiate church here for twelve canons, and de-
dicated it to the Holy Trinity. This village is faid to have derived its name from 

o Cunger,, 
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Conger, the hermit, and was given by king Edward the Confeffor to the biihop 
of Wells. 

At Bath, king Ofric, 'about the year 676, built a nunnery, which was deftroyed 
by the Danes. The church of this nunnery, which was dedicated to St. Peter, is 
faid however to have been rebuilt about the year 775, by king Offa, who placed 
fecular canons in it ; but king Edgar removed them, and about the year 970, 
placed in their room an abbat and convent of BenediCtine monks ; and thefe con-
tinued here till the general diifolution. 

John, biihop of Wells, having obtained a grant of this city and monaftery 
from William the Conqueror, rebuilt the church of St. Peter, which he made his 
cathedral, and aifumed the title of biihop of Bath; after which the monks were 
governed by a prior. The yearly revenues of this monaftery were valued on the 
fuppreffion at 6171. 2s. 3d. 

o ; i 
Here is faid to have been a houfe of lifters, dedicated to St. Catharine. 

It is faid that king Ina, about the year 704, founded a collegiate church at Wells, 
dedicated to St. Andrew the Apoftle, and removed hither the epifcopal feat from 
Congeribury : but it is with greater certainty .affirmed, that this place was ereCted 
firft into a biihop's fee by king Edward, in the year 909. The revenues of this 
biihopric were valued upon the diifolution at 1939 1. 12 s. 8 d. per annum. 

Hugh de Wells, archdeacon of this city, about the beginning of the reign of 
king John, founded an hofpital or priory here, dedicated to St. John Baptift, and 
valued upon the diifolution at 411. 3 s. 6d. per annum. 

Walter de Hull, canon of Wells, before the year 1347, founded a college for 
thirteen chantry priefts who officiated in the cathedral. This college was en-
dowed upon the fuppreffion with lands and other revenues, amounting to 
721. 1 os. 9d. per annum, and was refounded by queen Elizabeth. 

Ralph Erghum, biihop of Bath and Wells, who died in the year 1401, ap-
pointed by his will, a college to be built and endowed here for the fourteen 
chantry priefts officiating in the cathedral of this city. A college was accordingly 
built, and endowed with revenues, which upon the diifolution amounted but to 
n l . 18s. 8d. according to fome, and to 120I. is. 4d. per annum, according 
to others. 

At Frome Selwood there was a monaftery, founded by St. Aldhelm, and dedi-
cated to the Virgin Mary, before the year 705. It is thought to have been de-
ftroyed by the Danes. 

At Banwell, north-weft of Axbridge, there was a monaftery in the time of king 
Alfred, which is fuppofed to have fhared the fame fate. 

In the Iile of Athelney, about the year 888, king Alfred founded an abbey 
for monks of the order of St. Benedict, dedicated to our Saviour, St. Peter, and 
St. Paul, and rated upon the fuppreffion at 2091. os. 3d. per annum. 

2 In - 1 
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In an iiland formed by the rivers Ivel and Parret, fouth of Langport, and cal-

led Muchelney Ifle, king JEthelftan, in 939, built a-Benedidtine abbey, dedi-
cated to St. Peter and St. Paul, and rated upon the fuppreffion at 4471. 4 s . n d . 
per annum. 

At Bruton, about the year 1005, Ailmer, earl of Cornwall, is faid to have built 
a religious houfe for monks, who were changed into Black canons by William 
Mohun, earl of Somerfet, in the reign of king Stephen. This priory, in the be-
ginning of the reign of Henry the Eighth, was converted into an abbey by the in- •-• 
tereft of William Gilbert, the prior. It was dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and 
endowed at the diiTolution with revenues to the amount of 43 91. 6 s. Sd.per annum. 

In 1291 here was an hofpital, with a yearly penfion of twenty ihillings. 

At Dunfter, Sir William de Mohun, the elder, in the time of William the 
Conqueror, built a priory of Benedidine monks, dedicated to St. George, and an-
nexed it as a cell to the abbey of -St. Peter at Bath. About the time of the fuppref-
fion it confiited of but three monks, whofe maintenance was valued at 371. 4s. 8 d. 
per annum. 

At Montacute, three miles weft of Yeovil, there was a priory, faid to have been 
firft founded by king William the Conqueror ; but it appears' to have been more 
amply endowed by William earl of Moreton, who in the beginning of the reign 
of king Henry the Firft, granted it to the monks of Cluny in Normandy. &It 
was dedicated to St. Peter and St. Paul, made denizen in the eighth year of the 
reign of Henry the Fourth, and found upon the diiTolution to be endowed with 
4561. 14s. 7 d. per annum. 

At Taunton there was a priory of Black canons, erected by William Giffard, 
biihop of Winchefter, in the time of Henry the Firft, dedicated to St. Peter and 
St. Paul, and valued upon the diiTolution at 286I. 8 s, iod. per annum. 

Here was an ancient leper-houfe, the advowfon and patronage of which was 
granted, about the year 1280, to the abbat and convent of Glaftonbury, by Tho-
mas Lambrizt. 

In this town was a houfe of White Carmelite friars, founded by Walter de 
Meryet. ' " 

In the north-eaft fuburb of the city of Briftol, Robert, natural fon to king Henry 
the Firft, and earl of Glocefter, built a priory of Benedictine monks, dedicated to 
St. James, and made it a cell to the abbey of Tewkeibury in Glocefterihire. 

Here was a college called the Calendaries, being a fraternity of the clergy and 
commonalty of Briftol, before the reign of king Edward the Third. This fo-
ciety was valued upon the fuppreffion at 101. 18 s. 8d. per annum. 

. In 1148 Robert Fitz Harding, mayor of Briftol, founded a priory of Auguf-
tines, dedicated to St. Auguftine ; and towards the end of the reign of kino- Henry 
the Second, changed it into an abbey, which at the diiTolution had yearly revenues 

to 



. . i 

S O M E R S E T S H I R E . 
2 . , „ f f i m | > n l i d This abbey had a church, which was then 

« e t e d T ; C H e a ° U e ¿ i h A into a cathedral, by the name of the cathedra! 

church of the Holy Trinity. 

On the north fide of this city there was an houfe of — — nuns, dedicated 
to St Mary Magdalen, and faid to have been founded by Eva, the widow of 
Robert Fitz Harding, in the reign of king Henry the Second. It was valued 
upon the diifolution at 211. 11 s. 3d. per annum. 

Here was an hofpital for a mafter and warden and feverai poor brethren founded 
by Robert de Berkele, who died in the fourth year of king Henry the Third It 
was dedicated to St. Catharine, and rated upon the fuppreffion at 21I. 15 s. 8d. 
per annum. 

In the fuburbs of this city, on the Glocefterfhire fide, there was an hofpital 
for leprous perfons, dedicated to St. Lawrence, before the eighth year of the reign 
of king Henry the Third. 

In the north-weft fuburb of this city, Maurice de Gaunt, before the year 12 2?, 
founded an hofpital for a chaplain and one hundred poor people. It was dedi-
cated to the Yircrin Mary and St. Mark, and valued upon the fuppreffion at 
1121. as. 9 d. per annum. It was granted to the mayor and citizens, and is now 
converted into an hofpital for orphans, by the name of Queen Elizabeths 

hofpital. 

Here was a houfe of Black friars, which is thought to have been founded by 

Sir Maurice Gaunt, about the year 1228. 

A h o u f e of Grey friars was founded in U i s c i t y before the year 1234; and a 
priory of White friars, in 1297, by king Edward the Firft. 

Near the Temple Gate in this city ftood a houfe of Auguftine friars, which was 
founded by Sir Simon and Sir William Montacute, about the beginning of the 
reign of king Edward the Second. 

In 1202 an alms-houfe was founded here by Simon Burton, mayor of Briftol. 
It is ftill in being, and accommodates fixteen poor people with lodgings, but has 

no endowment. 

Here was anciently an hofpital called St, Margaret's, and another hofpital, de-
dicated to St. Bartholomew, which is now the free grammar fchool. 

In the fourth year of king Henry the Fifth, John Barftaple, merchant of this 
c j ty founded an hofpital here, dedicated to the Holy Trinity, for fix poor men 
andVix women, with a prieft to officiate for them. This hofpital was granted by 
queen Elizabeth, in the twentieth year of her reign, to the mayor and corporation 
o f Briftol, who have fo carefully improved the revenues, that there are now twenty-
four women and ten men in it, who have three (hillings each per week and the 
v i c a r of a pariih church here, called St, Philip's, has eight pounds per annum to 

¿officiate for thefn» Under 
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Under a hall belonging to the Tuckers company in this city, is an ancient 

hofpital, fuppofed to have been founded by the Tuckers company, in which fix 
poor perfons have their dwellings, and twenty ihillings per annum each, from the 
Tuckers company : and under a hall belonging to the Weavers company, is another 
very ancient hofpital for four poor women, who have about one ¿hilling per 
week each, from the Weavers company. 

Without Temple Gate in this city is an ancient hofpital, inhabited by eleven 
poor perfons, but has no endowment. 

In 1442 an hofpital was founded here by William Cannings, mayor of this city, 
which is yet in being, and inhabited by feventeen poor perfons, but has no en-
dowment. 

In St. James's Pariih in this city is an hofpital, faid to have been founded about 
the year 1460, agreeable to the laft will of the fame William Cannings. Here 
thirteen poor perfons are lodged. 

Mention is made of an hofpital in this city, dedicated to St. James, which was 
founded by Robert Fitz Harding, founder of the abbey. 

At Cannington, a village two miles from Bridgewater, there was a Benediftine 
nunnery, founded by Robert de Courcy, in the beginning of the reign of king 
Stephen. It was dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and confifted of a prior and fix 
or feven nuns, who had yearly revenues rated at 391. 15 s. 8d. upon the general 
diiTolution. 

At Stoke Caurcy, north of Stowey, there is a church dedicated to St. Andrew, 
which, with fome lands and tithes, was given to the abbey of Lolley in Nor-
mandy, in the time of king Henry the Second, upon which a prior and convent 
were fettled in this church, and it continued a cell to that foreign monaftery till 
the diiTolution of alien priories. 

At Keyniham there was an abbey of Black canons, founded by William earl of 
Glocefter, about the year 1170, and dedicated to the Virgin Mary and St. Peter 
and St. Paul. It was valued upon the fuppreffion at 4191. 14 s. 3d. per annum. 

At a village fomewhere in this county, called Minching Buckland, William de 
Erlegh, in the reign of king Henry the Second, founded an houfe of regular 
canons, who having done feveral unjuftifiable a<5ts, were fuppre'fied, and removed 

' to other houfes. But king Henry the Second, in the year 1180, granted all their lands 
to the Knights Hofpitalers, upon condition that they ihould place here all the 
fillers of their order, which before lived in feveral of their preceptories. This 
feems to have been complied with, and this houfe became a priory of nuns of the 
order of St. Auguftine. It was dedicated to St. John Baptift, and endowed at the 
fuppreffion with 2231. 7 s. 4d. per annum„ 

At Charterhoufe, in the foreft of Selwood, north-eaft of Bruton, there is laid! 
to have been at firft a nunnery; but it is more certain, that upon the Carthufian. 
monks coming into England in 1181, here was a houfe of that order, and die firft 
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in the kino-dom. It was built and endowed by king Henry the Second, dedi-
cated to the Virgin Mary, St. John Baptift, and all Saints, and endowed at the 
diifolution with yearly revenues worth 2151. 15 s. , 

At Temple Comb, near Milborn-Port, before the year 1185, there was a pre- j 
ceptory of Knights Hofpitalers of St. John of Jerufalem, founded by Serlo, the 
fon of Odo, and valued upon the fuppreffion at 128 1. 7 s. 9 d. per annum. 

At Cleve, a village near Bridgewater, William de Romare, youngeft fon or ne-
phew of William de Romare, earl of Lincoln, before the year 1188, built a Cif-
tertian abbey, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, in which, not long before the diifolu-
tion, there were feventeen monks, who were endowed with 1071. 16 s. 11 d. per annum. 

At a village called Berley, not far from Dulverton, William Say, in the reign 
of Henry the Second, founded a priory of Black canons, which was dedicated to 
St. Nicholas, and had eight religious about the time of the diifolution, who were 
endowed with 981. 14s. 8 d. a-year. 

At Barrow, near Briftol, there was aBenedi£tine nunnery, dedicated to St. Mary 
and St. Edwin, and founded by Gurnay, before the year 1200. The reve-
nues of this houfe were valued upon the diifolution at 23I. 14s. 3d. per annum. 

At a place fomewhere in this county, called Dodelinch, there was a houfe of 
canons regular of the order of St. Viflor, dedicated to the Virgin Mary and St. 
Thomas Becket but the religious of this houfe were removed to Woodfpring, 
weft of Wrinton, on the coaft of the Briftol Channel, by William de Courteney, 
about the year 1210. This priory was then dedicated to the Trinity, the Virgin 
Mary, and St. Thomas Becket, and was valued upon the diifolution at 871. 2 s. 11 d. 
per annum. i III. 

At Barklev, near Frome Selwood, there was an hermitage or fmall priory, founded 
by William, * the fon of Jeffery, before the year 1211. It was of the order of St. Auf-
tin, dedicated to St. Stephen, and valued upon the diifolution at 61. 5 s. 2 d. per annum. 

At Bridgewater was an hofpital founded by William Bruer, before the fifteenth 
vear of the reign of king John, confifting of a prior or mafter and brethren, who 
were to maintain thirteen poor infirm perfons, befides pilgrims, and to that end 
w e r e e n d o w e d with revenues to the amount of 1.201. 19 s. i d . per annum. Here 
was a houfe of Grey friars, founded by William Bruer, the fon of the preceding 
William, about the year 1230. 

At Ilchefter there was an hofpital for poor travellers, dedicated to the Trinity, 
and founded by William Dacus, before the year 1220. It is thought to have been 
changed into a houfe of religious women, under the government of a priorefs, in 
the reign of king Edward the' Second ; but fome time before the general diifolution 
it dwindled into a free chapel. Here was a houfe of friars preachers, founded be-
fore the eleventh year of Edward the Firft. 

The Carthufian monks of Hethorp in Glocefterfhire, were removed to Henton, 
about four miles fouth of the city of Bath, by Ela, countefs of Salifbury, relict 
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to William Longefpe, who began a monaftery for them in her park here, in the 
year 1227, and finiihed it in 1232. It was dedicated to the Virgin Mary, St. 
John Baptift, and All Saints, and was rated upon the fuppreifion at 2481. 19 s. 2 d. 
per annum. 

At Stavordale, or Staffordel, near Bruton, there was a fmall priory of canons 
of the order of St. Auguftine, faid to have been built by Sir William Zouch. It 
was dedicated to St. James, and annexed in the twenty-fourth year of Henry the 
Eighth, to the priory of Taunton. 

M E M B E R S of P A R L I A M E N T for this C O U N T Y . 

This county fends eighteen members to parliament: two knights of the ihire 
for the county, two citizens for each of the cities of Bath, Briftol, and V eils, 
and two burgeifes for each of the five following boroughs, Bridgewater, Ilcheiter, 
Milborn-Port, Minhead, and Taunton. 
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S T A F F O R D . S H I R E. 
N A M E . 

r j ^ H E flame of this county is derived from Stafford, the county town. 

B O U N D A R I E S , F I G U R E , E X T E N T and S I T U A T I O N . 

Staffordihire is bounded on the north-weft by Cheihire; on the north-eaft by 
Derbyihire ; on the fouth by Worcefterihire ; on the weft by Shropihire; and on 
the eaft by Warwickshire. Its figure approaches nearly to that of a rhombus or \ 
lozenge. It extends from north to fouth 40 miles, from weft to eaft 26 miles ; 

it is 141 miles in circumference, and Stafford, which is nearly in the middle of 
it, is diftant 135 miles north-weft from London. 

R I V E R S . 

The principal rivers of this county are the Trent, the Dove, the Thame, or 
Tame, and the Sow, Whence the Trent derives its name is not known: it is 

efteemed • 
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efteemed the third river in England, and rifes from two or three fprings in the 
north-weft part of this county, near Leek, a market town-, it runs fouth-eaft, and 
dividino- Staffordihire nearly into two equal parts, enters Derbyihire near Burton 
upon the Trent, another market town-, and running north-eaft, through the 
counties of Derby, Nottingham, and Lincoln, falls into the river Plumber, north 
of Burton in Lincolnshire. The Dove, which rifes in Derbyihire, and feparates 
that county from Staffordihire, has been defcribed in the account of Derbyihire. „ • | 

The Thame rifes in the fouth part of this county, not far from Wolverhamp-
ton a market town, and runs fouth-eaft into Warwickihire, where, directing its 
courfe northward, it enters Staffordihire again near Tamworth a borough town 
of this county, and falls into the Trent a few miles north of Tamworth. The 
Sow rifes not far weftward of Newcaftle under Line, a borough town, and run-
ning fouth-eaft, and pafting by the town of Stafford, falls into the Trent, about 
three miles eaft of Stafford. 

Other lefs confiderable rivers of this county are Walfal-Water, the Black Brook, 
the Penk, Eccleihall-Water, the Chanlet, and the Hamps. 

A I R , S O I L , and N A T U R A L - P R O D U C T I O N S . | 

The air of Staffordihire is in general pure and healthy j but in fome parts it is. 
Jharp and cold, particularly in the mountainous places, north-weft of a market 
town called Stone. 

The arable and pafture land is excellent and even the mountainous parts, by 
«rood filiao-e, will produce confiderable crops of corn : but they are remarkable 
for a fhort and fweet grafs, which makes the cattle as fine as thofe of Lanca-
% r e On the banks of the Trent and the Dove, the meadows are as rich as any 
in Fnaland, and maintain great dairies, which fupply the markets with vail quan-
tities of butter and cheefe. The rivers afford plenty of ahnoft aft forts of freil, 
water fifh > and the county in general abounds with provifions of all lands. 

Befides plenty of turf and peat, for firing, this county yields three forts of 
coals which are diftinguiihed by the names of pit coal, peacock coa,, and can-
re coaT The pit coat is. dug chiefly in the fouth part of the county, at Wed-
neibury' Dudley, and Sedgley, not far from Wolverhampton. The peacock coal 
S k from its reflecting various colours, like thofe of a peacock s tall, is round 
ar Henley* Green, n e a r Newcaftle under Line, and is better for the forge than for 
the kitchen. The cannel coal, which gives- a very clear and bright name, derives 
its name from mmO. an ancient Britiih word for candle. It is 10 hard as to bear 
p o l i S L and is ufed in this county for paving churches,, and otner puohc build-
ings : i t is alfo manufactured into fnuff boxes and other toys.. 

Under the furface of the ground, in feveral parts of this county, are found, 
yellow and red okers, tobacco pipe-clay, potters clay,, p i e r s e a r t h and a fort of 
brick earth, which burns blue, and is fuppofed to be the earth of which the Ro-
m ns made their urns. Here alfo are found {tones and minerals of various forts, 
JLS fire-ftone, for the hearths of iron furnaces and ovens, lime-ftone iron-ftone,. 
£ ore, the beft kind of which is. called muihx and is found at Ruihal, near Wal-
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ihall, a market town. This is the ore from which the beft iron is extra&ed. 
Some of thefe iron-ftones are as big as the crown of a man's hat, and fome of 
them being hollow on the infide, contain about a p i n t o f a f h a r p cold liquor, 
which is faid to be very grateful to the tafte, and of which t ^ j workmen are 
very fond. Copper ftones, or ore, are dug out of Ecton Hill, near Leek ; 
and lead ore is dug in other parts of the county. Here are alfo found the he -
matites or blood-ftone, alabafter, divers kinds of marble, quarry ftones, mill-
ftones, and grind-ftones, of feveral colours. 

M A N U F A C T U R E S . 

The principal manufactures of this county are cloth and iron uteniils, all kinds 
of which are made here in great perfection. 

C I V I L and E C C L E S I A S T I C A L D I V I S I O N S . 

This county is divided into live hundreds, and contains one city and eighteen 
market towns : it lies in the province of Canterbury and diocefe of Litchfield 
and Coventry, and has one hundred and fifty parifhes. 

C I T Y ' and M A R K E T T O W N S . 

The city is Litchfield ; and the market towns are Betley, Brewood, Bromley-
Abbots, Burton upon Trent, Cheadle, Ecclefhal, Kinver, Leek, Newcaftle un-
der Line, Penkridge, Rugeley, Stafford, Stone, Tamworth, Tutbury, Uttoxe-
ter, Walfhall, and Wolverhampton. 

L I T C H F I E L D , or L I C H F I E L D , is a corruption of Licidfeld, the ancient Britiih 
name of this place ; it fignifies Field of Carcafjes, a great flaughter of Chriftians 
having been made here in the perfecution under the emperor Dioclefian. 

This city is 118 miles diftant from London, and united with the city of Co-
ventry in Warwickshire, is the fee of a biihop, who is called bifnop of Litchfield 
and Coventry : it is both a city and county incorporated by king Edward the Sixth, 
and governed by two bailiffs, twenty-four burgeifes, a recorder, a fheriff, a ftew-
ard, and other officers. The diftrift comprehended in the county of this city, is 
ten or twelve miles in circumference; and the iheriff rides round it in proceifion 
on the 8th of September annually, and then feafts the corporation and neigh-
bouring gentry, 

Litchfield ftands in a valley, three miles fouth of the Trent, and is divided by 
a ftream, which runs into that river. The divifion of it on the fouth fide of this 
ftream is called the City, and that on the north is called the Clofe, from its being 
incloied with a wall and a dry ditch on every- fide, except that next the city: both 
parts are connected by two bridges, but the city is by much the largeft. "'Litch-
field is by fome perfons thought to be the moft confiderable city in the north-
weft of England, except Chefter. It is a long ftraggiing place, but has fome 
handfome houfes; the ftreets are well paved, and kept clean ; and this being a 
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great thoroughfare from London to the north-weft counties, here are feveral very 
good inns. 

. I, 
This city has a cathedral and three pariih churches. The cathedral, which 

ftands in the Clofe, was founded in the year 1148 : it fuffered much in the civil 
wars under Charles the Firft, but it was fo repaired foon after the reftoration, that 
it is now one of the nobleft Gothic ftru&ures in England. It extends 111 length, 
on the infide, 450 feet, of which the choir is n o , and it is 80 feet broad. 
There is a fine lofty fteeple over the middle of the church : the front is adorned 
with a crood portico, and over that are two correfponding fpires. Above the 
portico are alfo twenty-fix ftatues of the prophets, apoftles, and kings of Judah, 
as bio- as the'life. There are alio feveral ftatues on the infide of this church. The 
choiAs in o-reat part paved with alabafter and cannel coal, in imitation of black 
and white marble and behind the choir is a neat chapel. The prebendaries ftalls 
-re of excellent workmanihip: they were ereded at the charge of fome gentle-
men in the county ; and each ftall bears the name and arms of the donor. 

In the Clofe are a palace for the biihop, a houfe for the dean, and very hand-
fome houfes for the prebendaries. 

In the pariih churches there is nothing remarkable ; but one of them, dedicated 
to St. Michael, has a church-yard that contains fix or feven acres of ground. 

In this city there is a gaol for felons and debtors apprehended within its liber-
ties a free fchool, and a large and well endowed hofpital for the relief of the poor : 
and in the neighbourhood of this city there are frequent horfe races. Litchfield 
is famous for fine ale. 

B E T L E Y is 152. miles from London, and is a fmall inconfiderable place. 

B R E W O O D is 100 miles diftant from London, and is a pretty little town, with 
a free fchool. 

B R O M L E Y A B B O T S was at firft called Bromley only, and had the additional epi-
thet Abbots, from an abbey, of which it was formerly the fite, to diftinguifh it 
from fome other towns called Bromley, in this county. It is fometimes alio called 
B R O M L E Y P A G E T , from a lord Paget, to whom it was granted by the crown upon 
the diiTolution of monafteries. It ftands at the diftance of 128 miles from Lon-
don, upon the borders of Derbyihire, but contains nothing worthy of note. 

B U R T O N UPON T R E N T is diftant 123. miles from London, and is famous for 
its bridge over the Trent, which, except the bridge of Weftminfter, is by fome 
perfons "thought to be the fineft in England. It is built of fquared free-ftone, is 
about a quarter of a mile in length, and confifts of thirty-feven arches. Here 
yvas lately, if there be not ft ill, a good manufacture of cloth ; and this place is. 
famous for fine ale. 

C H E A D L E is diftant from London 136 miles, and has a charity fchool. 
E C C L E S -
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E C C L E S H A L {lands at die diftance of 136 miles from London. It is a pretty-

place, has a good charity fchool, and is famous for pedlars ware. 

K I N V E R , o r K i N F A R E , is fuppofed to have derived its name from fome king's 
having made this his head quarters, or from his having flopped here upon a march. 
It is 109 miles from London, but has nothing worthy of notice. 

L E E K is 137 miles from London, has a manufacture for buttons, and is re-
markable for excellent ale. 

N E W C A S T L E U N D E R L I N E was firft called Newcaftle, from a caftle now in ruins, 
built here in the reign of Henry the Third, and by way of diftinCtion from an 
older caftle, which flood at Cheftertown, a village in the neighbourhood. It was 
afterwards called Newcaftle under Line, or Lime, from its fituation upon the eaft 
fide of a branch of the Trent, called the Line, or the Lime, and to diftinguiih it 
from Newcaftle upon Tine, in the county of Northumberland. 

This town is diftant 149 miles from London, and was firft incorporated by 
king Henry the Firft, and afterwards by queen Elizabeth and king Charles the 
Second. It is governed by a mayor, two bailiffs, and twenty-four common council 
men; and the corporation has a court, which holds pleas for adions under 40 1. 

The ftreets are broad and well paved, but the buildings low, and moftly 
thatched. Here were formerly four churches, which are now reduced to one. 
The cloathing trade flourilhes much in this town ; but the chief manufacture 
is hats ; and here is an incorporated company of felt-makers. Near this place 
there is a greater quantity of ftone-ware made than in any other part in England, 
fo that the inhabitants of Newcaftle and its neighbourhood, are faid to export this 
manufacture to the value of 20,0001. per annum. There is alfo carried on at the 
fame place a manufacture of earthen-ware, in imitation of china, which is neatly 
figured, coloured, and gilt. In the neighbourhood of Newcaftle there are fre-
quent horfe races, though the place is almoft furrounded with coal pits. 

P E N K R I D G E , or P E N K R I C H , derives its name from its fituation upon the river 
Penk, over which it has a ftone bridge. It is diftant 121 miles from London, 
and has one of the greateil fairs in the world for horfes, both for the laddie and 
draught. 

R U G E L E Y is diftant 126 miles from London, in the road from that city to 
Lancafhire and Chefhire. It is a handfome well built townj and in its neigh-
bourhood there is a paper mill. 

S T A F F O R D . The derivation of this name does not appear. 

In Doomfday book, which contains a furvey of England in the time of William 
the Conqueror, this town is called a city, but it does not appear to have been in-
corporated before the reign of king Jbhn. It is now governed by a mayor, a 
recorder, ten aldermen, twenty common council men, a town clerk, and two fer-
jeants at mace ; and by virtue of aftatute of queen Elizabeth, not only the county 
affizes, but the quarter feffions are always to be kept here. 

V O L . I L ^ H ' . I H E 
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The fituation of this town is low, upon the banks of the river Sow, but the 

ftreets are well paved, and the houfes generally built of ftone, and covered with 
flate. Here was formerly a caftle, built by William the Conqueror, which is 
now in ruins ; and the town is thought to have been walled in, from fome remains 
of walls that are ftill to be feen round it. Here are two handfome parifh churches* 
a free fchool, and an hofpital, built towards the clofe of the laft century, by Mr. 
Martin Noel, a native of this town. It has a fpacious market place, in which is 
a ihire hall, and here is a good bridge over the Sow. 

Stafford has a manufacture of cloth, which has greatly increafed the wealth and 
inhabitants of the place and it is famous,, as well as fome other towns in this 
county, for excellent ale. 

S T O N E is faid to have been fo called from a heap of ftones thrown up here, 
according to a cuftom of the Saxons, to perpetuate the memory of a murder com-
mitted by Wolphere, a king of Mercia, on his two fons, for embracing Chriftianity. 

Stone is diftant 140 miles from London, and ftands upon the north bank of 
the river Trent, in the great road from London to Chefter. It is well provided 
with, good inns, has a fmall charity fchool, and a free grammar fchool, founded 
by the reverend Mr. Thomas Allen. 

T A M W O R T H is a name derived from the river Tame,, upon the banks of which 
the town ftands, and the Saxon word 8eojV§, which fignifies a yard, farm, or an 
ijland. 

This town is 107 miles diftant from London, and is fo equally divided by the 
river Tame, that one half of it, which ftands upon the weftern bank of that 
river, is in Staffordfhire, and the other half in Warwickihire ; and for that reafon 
each fide chufes a reprefentative in parliament; and the borough is by fome wri-
ters placed in Staffordfhire, and by others in Warwickihire. _ This is the oldeft 
town in thefe parts, and was the royal feat of the Mercian kings but it appears 
to have been firft incorporated by queen Elizabeth, under whofe charter it is 
governed, by a high fteward, two bailiffs, one for each county, a recorder, a 
town clerk, an under fteward, twenty-four principal burgeffes, two ferjeams at 
mace, and other officers. The corporation have power to keep a three weeks, 
court of record, and a court leet twice a-year ; and they have a gaol and a com-
mon feal. 

In the Staffordfhire fide of this town, there is a church, which is collegiate, a 
grammar fchool, founded by queen Elizabeth, and a fine hofpital, founded by 
Mr. Guy, the founder of the noble hofpital in the Borough of Southwark, that, 
bears his name, and has been mentioned in the account of London. 

FT 
This town has a confiderable trade in narrow cloths, and other manufactures. 

—T. 

T U T B U R Y , or S T U T E S B U R Y , ftands upon the Dove, at the diftance of 1 2 0 
jniles from London. On a hill near the town, there is an old caftle, which is 
walled round, except upon one fide, where the hill is very fteep, and there it is 
inclofed with a ftrong pale. This caftle is a member of the dutchy of Lancafter*. 

3 UXTOXELTE-Rj ' 
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U T T O X E T E R , or U T C E S T E R , ftands on a gentle afcent, upon the weftern bank 
of the river Dove, at the diftance of 125 miles from London. It is a pretty 
laro-e town the ftreets are broad, clean, and v/ell paved, but the houfes in ge-
neral are meanly built. Here is a fpacious market place, with a crofs in the cen-
ter, and a good ftone bridge over the Dove. The market is one of the moft con-
fiderable in°thefe parts for cattle, fheep, fwine, butter, cheefe, corn, and alKorts 
of provifions. Some of the London cheefe-mongers have faCtors here, who, it is 
faid, buy up cheefe to the value of 5001. every market day. In this town and 
neighbourhood are many very confiderable iron manufactories. 

W A L S H A L L , or W A L S A L L , ftands upon a hill, at the fide of a river of the fame 
name, at the diftance of 113 miles from London. It is a corporation town, go-
verned by a mayor and other magiftrates. The principal manufactures of this 
place are fpurs, bridle-bits, ftirrups, and buckles. 

W O L V E R H A M P T O N was anciently called Hampton, but a priory having been 
built here in 996, by Wulfruna, filter to king Edgar, it was afterwards called 
Wulfrune's Hampton, which has been corrupted into the prefent name._ It ftands 
upon a high ground, at the diftance of 117 miles from London, and is a popu-
lous and well built town, with ftreets handfomely paved. Here is a collegiate 
church, with a tower, in which are feven bells : the pulpit is very ancient, and 
of ftone ; and in the church-yard is an ancient ftone crofs. A charity fchool was 
erected here and endowed by Stephen Jennings, a native of this town, and lord 
mayor of London, in 1608 and here are two other charity fchools, fupported by 
fubfcription one for fifty boys, who are taught and cloathed, and the other for 
forty girls, part of whom are alfo cloathed. 

The chief manufacturers of this place are lock-fmiths, who excel in that branch 
of bufinefs and it is faid, that locks have been made in this town, which fold 
for more than 201. each. 

Wolverhampton is very ill fupplied with water, but the air is remarkably 

healthy. 

C U R I O S I T I E S . 

There are in this county medicinal fprings of various qualities * fome impreg- Medicinal 
nated with bitumen, fome with falts, and others with fulphur. Of the bitumi- fpr ings . 
nous kind is a warm fpring at Beresford, fouth-eaft of Leek, near the bank of 
the Dove, and another at Hints, near Tamworth. Of the faline kind, the ftrongeft 
are the brine pits at Chartley, near Stafford, of the water of which, as good white 
fait is made, as any in England. Among the fprings of a weaker brine, there is 
one in Blue Hill, near Leek, which tinges the ftones and earth it touches, with a 
rufty colour, and which galls will turn as black as ink. Of the fulphureous fort 
is St. Erafmus's Well, at Ingeftre, two miles north-eaft of Stafford, and another 
fprino- at Codfal, north-weft of Wolverhampton. There are alfo other medicinal 
waters in this county, not reducible to either of thefe claffes, which are faid to 
have performed great cures, as Salter's Well, near Newcaftle under Line, which 
has the reputation of curing the kind's evil; Elder Well, at Blimhill, near Penk-
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rkVe faid to cure diforders of the eyes 5 and a well, called the Spaw, near Wol-
verhampton, which is reputed to have cured difeafes of various kinds. 

r At Wrottefley, north-weft of Wolverhampton, have been found ftones of a 
vaftfize 3 prodigious fize, one of which, after being hewn, is faid to have made an hun-

dred loads and another, after ten loads were cut off from it, required thirty 
yoke of oxen to draw it, and was made into a great ciftern in a malt-houfe here, 
which wets thirty-feven ftrikes of barley at one time. 

a t i v In the hall of Dudley Caftle, about four miles from Wolverhampton, there is. 
a table of one intire oak plank, which was originally feventy-two feet nine inches 
long, and three feet broad, but was reduced to its prefent length 01 fifty-two teet, 
to ftiit the hall it ftands in. 

, • At Befcot, not far from Litchfield, there is a ditch which affords a kind of 
phonfphUorrt. natural phofphorus * for the mud of this ditch rubbed upon any thing in the dark, 

emits a faint bluifh flame for near a quarter of an hour. 

, - At Tettenhall, near Wolverhampton, there is a pafture called the Clots, in which, 
SS°of ary if any horned cattle graze for one fummer,. their colour, however black before, 
pafture. will, it is laid, turn to a whitiih dun, 

a • At Statfold, not far from Wolverhampton, there is a church with a fteeple, 
pknonwna. which was repaired upwards of a century ago - and it has been affirmed by the 

inhabitants, that the top ftone of this fteeple, being thrown by one of the work-
men from the pinacle into the church-yard, broke in two pieces, and difcovered 
a living toad in the center of it, which died foon after it was expofed to the air. 

Near Newcaftle under Line there is a quarry, where a ftone is faid to have been 
dug, in the middle of which, when fawed afunder, was found a human fkull, 
with teeth in it. 

A t Horborn fouth of Walfhall, upon the borders of Warwickihire, refided one 
?nftarnces o f r y John Sands, who died in the year 1625, at the age of 140 years-, and his wife 
longevity. lived to be 120. 

On the night of the 4th of November 1678, in the fpace of a few hours, three 
An earth- fu c c eff ive fhocks of an earthquake, accompanied with a rumbling noife like diftant 
<Fake- thunder, were felt at Brewood and its neighbourhood ; and the night following, 

another lefs_ confiderable fhock, attended with the like rumbling noife, was per-
. ceived about this place. 

A N T I Q U I T I E S . 

Staffordfhire is part of the country which in the time of the Romans was in-
Ancient in- habited by the Cornavii, of whom mention has been made in the defcription of 
habitants. Under the Saxons this county became part of the kingdom ofMer-

cia and Bede, the hiftorian, calls the inhabitants of Staffordfhire Angli Mediter-
ranei, or the Midland Englijh, from the fituation of the county, which is nearly in 
the middle of England. 

Watling-
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Watiing-ftreet and lkenild-ftreet, two of the four great military ways of the Roman anti-
Romans in Britain, run through this county. Watiing-ftreet croifes the river 1ul£ies-
Tame out of Warwickfhire into Staffordihire, at Falkefley-bridge, near Tam-
worth, and running weftward, paifes into Shropihire near Brewood. lkenild-
ftreet enters Staffordfnire at Streeton, near Tutbury, and running fouth-weft, 
croifes Watiing-ftreet about a mile fouth of Litchfield, and paifes into Warwick-
fhire at Handfworth, near Birmingham, a market town of that county. Upon 
thefe two ancient roads have been difcovered, in this county, confiderable remains 
of Roman antiquities. 

Upon Watiing-ftreet, near the place where that road is interfered by lkenild-
ftreet, there is a fmall village called Wall, from the remains of fome walls which 
inclofe about two acres of ground, known by the name of Caftle Crofts ; here 
have been found Roman coins and two ancient pavements of Roman bricks. 
The inhabitants have a tradition that here was a city, which was deftroyed before 

' the Norman conqueft-, and it is generally believed, that the city at this place was 
that called Etocetum by Antoninus. 

At a village called Chefterfield, not half a mile from Wall, feveral Roman coins 
and other remains of Roman antiquities have been dug up ; and it is fuppofed 
that this alio was a Roman ftation. 

Penkridge, in the opinion of Mr. Camden, is the Pennocrucium of Antoninus; 
but this town lying a mile or two north of the military way, and there being 
fcarce any other grounds for this conje&ure but the fimilitude of names, Dr. 
Plot, who wrote the natural hiftory of Staffordihire, places the Pennocrucium at 
Streeton, upon lkenild-ftreet, near Tutbury. 

Upon Aihwood Heath, near King's Swinford, north-eaft of Kinver, there is a 
large intrenchment, which is fuppofed to have been Roman-; and at Barrow-hill, 
in 'this neighbourhood, are two uniform Roman tumuli, or barrows, confifting 
of folid rock, which Dr. Plot fuppofes to have been petrified by fubterraneous 
heat. 

At Wiggington, north of Tamworth, are feveral Roman tumuli, called here 
lows, fome of which having been dug up, difcovered aihes, charcoal, and pieces 
of burnt bones. * v * 

At Fetherftone, near Brewood, was found a brafs head of the bolt of that mi-
litary engine of the ancients, called the catapulta; another was found at Buih-
bury, in die fame neighbourhood, and two others in other parts of the county. 

At Wrote fie y are the ruins of an old city, fuppofed to have been Britiih or Britiih md 
Daniih, which appears to have been three or four miles in circumference. Danifh and-r i qui ties. 

At Kinver is an ancient fortification of an oblong form, the longeft fide being 
about 300 yards : and in a piece of pafture ground near this^ town, there is a 
large ftone, fix feet high, and twelve feet in circumference, which the inhabitants 
of the neighbourhood call Battle Stone, or Bolt Stone. In the top of this ftone 
a-e two notches, which form the refemblance of three heads. Some perfons fup-
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pofe the ftone to have been a Britiih deity, and others are of opinion that it was 
put up by the ancient Britons as a memorial of a battle fought in this place. 

A t Abbots Caftle, north-weft of Kinver, upon the borders of Shropihire^-there 
is an ancient fortification, which ftands on a high promontory, and is fuppofed 
to have been Britiih. It has a fteep ridge for half a mile together, with hollows 
cut in the ground, over which the tents are fuppofed to have been pitched. 

A t Beaudefert Park, about five miles from Litchfield, there is a large fortifi-
cation, which is fuppofed to have been eaft up by Canutus the Dane. 

In a place called Berry Bank, at Darlefton, about a mile fouth-weft of Wal-
fall, are the ruins of a large caftle, which, according to tradition, was the feat of 
Wolphere, the Mercian king, who murdered his two fons for embracing Chrif-
tianity. 

A t Alton, about three miles from Cheadle, are the ruins of another caftle, 
which was built before the time of William the Conqueror, and about the year 
1173, the twenty-fecond of Henry the Second, was in poifeflion of Bertram de 
Verdun. 

A t Checkley, north-weft of Uttoxeter, there is a church, and in the church-
yard three tall ftones, each in form of a pyramid, and engraved with a variety of 
figures. The inhabitants of this place have a tradition, that there was an en-
gagement in Naked Field, in the neighbourhood, between two armies, one armed 
and the other unarmed that in one of the armies three biihops were killed, and 
that in memory of the biihops, thefe ftones were ereCted. They are fuppofed 
to be Daniih monuments. 

A t Tamworth are to be feen the remains of a large trench, called King's Ditch, 
in which fpear heads, and bones both of men and horfes have been dug up. 

Dudley Caftle is faid to have been built by Dudo, or Dodo, a Saxon, about 
the year 700. It is now ruinous, ftands upon a high mountain, and has a lofty 
tower, from whence there is a profpeCt into five Engliih counties, and part of 
Wales. ' • j L v 

A t Pattingham, weft of Wolverhampton, there was found in the year 1700, a 
large torquis or chain of fine gold, for the arm or neck. It was two feet in length, 
and three pounds two ounces in weight; the links were curioufly wreathed, and 
fo very flexible, that it would fit feveral fizes. The torquis was worn as well by 
the ancient Britons as by the Romans. 

Ancient cuf- The old cuftom of Borough Engliih, which has been often mentioned in this 
toms. work, ftill fubfifts in the town of Stafford. 

There is an ancient cuftom at Walihall of diftributing on the eve of Epiphany, 
a prefent of one penny, to all perfons then reftding in the town, whether ftran-
gers or inhabitants. 
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E C C L E S I A S T I C A L A N T I Q^U I T I E S. 

At Litchfield, Ofwy, king of Mercia, is faid to have built a cathedral church 
in the year 656, or 657 ; and about the year 789, king Offa, by the favour of 
pope Adrian, made it an archiepifcopal fee; but about ten years afterwards, 
Litchfield loft this honour, and its church and diocefe were again fubjeiled to the 
metropolitical fee of Canterbury. In the year 1075, this fee was tranflated to 
Chefter, and from thence, in 1102, to Coventry but in a fhort time afterwards 
the biihops fettled here again, and Roger de Clinton, about the year 1140, not 
only founded a new cathedral, dedicated to St. Mary and St. Chadd, but alfo re-
itored and augmented the chapter ^ and to this cathedral now belongs a biihop,. 
dean, precentor, chancellor, treafurer, four archdeacons, twenty-feven prebenda-
ries, five prieft vicars, ievert lay clerks, or iinging men, eight chorifters, and 
other officers and fervants. The revenues of this bifhopric were valued upon the 
diifolution at 7951. 17 s. 6 d. per annum. 

About the year 1229, Alexander, biihop of Litchfield, founded a houfe of 
Grey friars in the fouth part of this city. 

The fub-chantor, facrift, vicars, and clerks of the cathedral of this city, feem 
to have been collegiate fince about the year 1240. Their revenues were valued 
upon the diifolution at 202 1. is. per annum. The chorifters of this church had 
alfo diftindl eftates appropriated to them, which were valued on the fuppreffion. 
at 39I. 9 s. 7d. per annum. 

In the fouth part of this city there was a'college, priory, or hefpital, dedicated 
to St. John, in which was a mafter and fellows, who, upon the fuppreffion, were 
endowed with yearly revenues valued at 46 L 18 s. id . The founder of this hof-
pital is not known, but it is ftill in being. 

At Stone, Wolphere, the firft Chriftian king of Mercia, founded a college of 
fecular canons about the year 6.70, dedicated to his two fons,. Wolfadus and Ru-
finus, whom he had murdered at this place before his converfion. Thefe fecular 
canons were afterwards changed into regular canons, who were endowed upon 
the fuppreffion with 1291. 2s. 11 d. per annum. 

AtHandbury, on the eaft fide of Bromley Abbots, there was a nunnery,, founded 
about the year 680, by Ethelred, king of Mercia, but deftroyed by the Danes. 

At Trentham, about three miles from Newcaftle under Line, there was a nun-
nery, founded by the fame king Ethelred, before the year 683. In the reign of 
king Henry the Firft, this houfe was refounded by Randal, earl of Chefter, for 
canons of the order of St.. Auguftine. It was dedicated to the Virgin Mary and 
All Saints, and had about the time of the fuppreffion feven religious,, who were 
endowed with 1211. 3s. ad. per annum.. 

At Tamworth there was a convent of religious, before the end of the tenth 
century,, concerning which no particulars are kno.wm, 

Here 
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Here alio was an hofpital, dedicated to St. James, which was rated upon the 
diifolution at 3I. 6s. 8 d. per annum. 

At Wolverhampton there was an ancient priory of religious perfons, built or 
amply endowed by Wulfruna, already mentioned, in 996. It was in the poifef-
fion of fecular canons at the conqueft, and the church of it is now the collegiate 
church of this place. 

Here was an hofpital of one prieft and fix poor men, founded in 1394, by 
Clement Lufon and William Waterfall, and dedicated to the Virgin Mary. 

At Burton upon Trent, Wulfric Spot, in 1004, built and endowed an abbey 
for Benediftine monks, dedicated to the Virgin Mary and St. Modwen, and va-
lued upon the diifolution at 2671. 14s. 3 d. per annum. In 1541 king Henry the 
Eighth founded on the fite of this abbey, a church and college, for a dean and 
canons, dedicated to Jefus Chrift and the Virgin Mary ; but this college was dif-
folved before the thirty-firft of January 1545. 

At Lapley, fouth-weft of Penkridge, there was an alien priory of Black monks 
from the abbey of St. Remigius, at Rheims, to which it was given in the time 
of Edward the Confeifor, by Algar, earl of Chefter. 

At Tettenhall there was a collegiate church, and one of the king's free chapels, 
founded before the conqueft, dedicated to St. Michael, and valued upon the dif-
folution at 21I. 6 s. 8d . per annum. 

At Tutbury there was a BenediCtine priory, founded by Flenry de Ferrers, about 
the year 1080, and dedicated to the Virgin Mary. It was a cell to the abbey of 
St. Peter Super Divam, in Normandy, but was made denizen, and continued till 
the furrender of monafteries, when it was rated at 2441. 16s. 8d. per annum. 

At Blithbury, near Rugeley, was a fmall monaftery, founded about the begin-
ning of the reign of king Stephen, by Hugh Malveyfin. It was dedicated to St. 
Giles, and confifted of nuns of the order of St. Benedict. I 

At Penkridge there was a collegiate church, dedicated to St. Michael the 
Archangel, and given to the biihop and churches of Coventry and Litchfield, be-
fore the reign of king Stephen. The advowfon of the church and the manor 
were granted by one Hugh Huofe, to the archbiihop of Dublin in Ireland. 
That biihop at length became always dean of this church, and had the colla-
tion of all the prebendaries, who were thirteen in number about the time of 
the diifolution, and had revenues valued at 106I. 15s. id. per annum. 

At Stafford there is a church dedicated to the Virgin Mary, which was a very 
ancient free chapel royal, and given by king Stephen to the biihop and chapters 
of Litchfield and Coventry. It confifted upon the diifolution of a dean and 
thirteen prebendaries. The deanery was valued at 35 1. 13 s. 10 d. but all the 
prebendaries at no more than 3 8 1. per annum. 

Here 
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Here was a priory of Black canons, founded about the year 1 180 , by Richard 
Peche, biihop of Coventry and Litchfield, and dedicated to St. Thomas the- Mar-
tyr. About the time of the diiTolution there Were in this houfe feven religious, 
who had yearly revenues computed to be worth 198 1. os. gd. 

In the north part of this town there was a houfe of Francifcan friars before the 
year 1282, the tenth of Edward the Firft, valued upon the diiTolution at 3 5 L 133. 
10 d. per annum. 

In the caftle formerly here, was a free chapel, dedicated to St. Nicholas. 

Ralph, lord Stafford, about the year 1344, gave to the Friars Heremites, of ' 
the order of St. Auftin, a piece of ground in the fouth fuburb of this town, cal-
led Forbridge, upon which were founded a churcl^, dormitory, refectory, and 
other neceifary buildings. 

Near the convent of the Friars Heremites in this town, there was a free chape^ 
or hofpital, dedicated to St. John, which had a mailer and feveral poor brethren, 
and was valued upon the diifolution at iol . per annum. 

There was alfo in this town an hofpital or free chapel, dedicated to St. Leo-~ 
nard, which was valued upon the diiTolution at 4I. 13 s. 4d. per annum. 

At Gnoftall, fouth-weft of Stafford, there is a church, which had peculiar pri-. 
vileges and cuftoms belonging to it, as far back as the time of Henry the Firft. 
This church was given by king Stephen to the cathedral of Litchfield \ but af-
terwards it became a royal free chapel, and was enjoyed by fecular canons at the 
diiTolution, when it was computed to be worth 471. 6 s. 8d. per annum. 

At Radmore, north-weft of Litchfield, there was an abbey of Ciftertian monks^ 
founded by the emprefs Maud, about the year 1 140, and dedicated to the Vir-
gin Mary; but this being found an inconvenient place, the monks were removed 
to Stonley, near the city of Coventry, in Warwickshire. 

At Farwell, north-well of Litchfield, Roger, bifhop of Chefter, about the yeaf 
1 140 , founded a religious houfe, dedicated to the Virgin Mary. It was at firft 
called an abbey, and poiTeiTed by regular canons or heremites, but afterwards by 
Benedidtine nuns, and became a fmall priory, which was fupprefled by Thomas 
"Wolfey, biihop of York. 

At Canwell, fouth-weft of Tamworth, Geva, daughter of Hugh earl of Chef-
ter, and widow of Jeffrey Riddell, about the year 1142, founded a priory for Be-
nedi&ine monks, which was dedicated to St. Mary, St. Giles, and All Saints. It 
went to decay ; and being a poor cell for one monk, was fuppreiTed by Cardinal 
Wolfey in the reign of Henry the Eighth. 

At Rocefter, north-eail of Uttoxeter, Richard Bacoun, about the year 1146, 
built an abbey for Black canons, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, About the t&ne 
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of the diffolution it had nine religions, who had yearly revenues to the value of 
100 1. 2 s. io d. ' 

At Colwich, near Rugeley, there was an hermitage, which before the year 
1 148, was given by Nicholas de Grefelei Fitz Nigell, to the priory of Kenel-
worth, near the city of Coventry, in Warwickihire, upon which here was placed 
a fmall convent of Black canons. 

At Dudley Caftle, Gervafe Painell, lord of this manor, in obedience to his fa-
ther Ralph's will, founded a monaftery before the year 1 1 6 1 , and filled it with 
Cluniac monks from Wenlock, in Shropfhire, to which this houfe was accounted 
a cell. It was dedicated to St. James, and valued upon the diffolution at 361. 3 s. 
per annum. 

At a place in this county anciently called Chotes, Betram de Verdun, in 1 1 7 6 , 
founded an abbey of Ciftertian monks ; but in three years afterwards the religious 
of this place were removed to Crockfdon, north-weft ot Uttoxeter. This mo-
naftery was dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and at the fuppreffion had an abbat 
and twelve monks, whofe yearly revenues were rated at 901. 5 s. n d . 

At Sandwell, fouth of Walfall, William, fon of Guy de Offney, about the be-
o-innino- of the r e i g n of king Richard the Firft, and the year 1 190 , founded a 
fmall priory of Benedicane monks. It was dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen, and 
was fuppreffed by Cardinal Wolfey, in the reign of Henry the Eighth, when its 
revenues were rated at 3 81. 8 s. 7 d. per annum. 

At a place in this county formerly called De Sards, William, the fon of Noel, 
in the time of king Henry the Second, built and endowed a priory of Black 
canons, fubordinate to the abbey of Haghmon in Shropihire. It was dedi-
cated to the Virgin Mary, and valued upon the diffolution at 1021. 1 1 s. id . per 
annum. 

At Brewood there was a fmall Benedi&ine nunnery in the time of king Rich- f 
ard the Firft, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and valued upon the diffolution at 
u h is . 6d. per annum. 

At Dieu le Cres, near Leek, there was a Ciftertian abbey founded by Randal 
the third earl of C h e t e , in 1214, It was dedicated to St. Mary and Sr. Bene-
dia, and endowed at the diffolution with yearly revenues, which amounted to 

227 1. 5 s. 

At Hilton, near Brewood, Henry de Audley, in 1223, founded an abbey of 
Ciftertian monks, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, which was valued upon the dif-
folution at 89 1. 10s. id. per annum. 

At Newcaftle under Line there was a houfe of Black friars. 
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M E M B E R S of P A R L I A M E N T for this C O U N T Y . 

This county fends ten members to parliament: two knights of the iliire for 
the county, two citizens for the city of Litchfield, and two reprefentatives for 
each of the following boroughs j Stafford, Tamworth, and Newcaftle under Line. 
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N A M E . 

SU F F O L K is a corruption or contra&ion of the ancient Saxon name 8uc>-
polc, which fignifies a Southern People, and was applied to the inhabitants of 

this county to diftinguiih them from thofe who inhabited the next county to the 
north, and were called Northfolk.. 

B O U N D A R I E S , E X T E N T , and S I T U A T T O N . 

This county is bounded by the German Ocean on the eaft by Cambridgeiliire1 

•on the weft ; by the river Stour, which feparates it from EiTex, on the fouth j and. 
by the rivers Oufe the Lefs, and Waveney, which part it from Norfolk, on the 
north. It extends in length from eaft to weft, 48 miles, from north to fouth 24 
miles, and is 156 miles in circumference: Stow-market, a con fide rable marked-
town, ftands in the center of the county, at the diftance of 73 miles north-eaib 
from. London, 
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R I V E R S . 

This county is well watered with feveral rivers, the principal of which are 
Oufe the Lefs, the Waveney, the Stour, the Deben, the Orwel, the Aid, and 
the Blith. The fprings and courfes of the Smaller Oufe, and the Waveney, 
have been defcribed in the account of Norfolk; and the Stour has been reckoned 
among the rivers of Eifex. 

The Deben rifes near Mendlelham, a market town, and running fouth-eaft, 
and palTing by Debenham and Woodbridge, two other market towns of this 
county, falls into the German Sea eleven miles fouth-eaft of Woodbridge. 

The river Orwel, or Gippmg, rifes not far from Mendleiham, and running 
fouth-eaft, and almoft parallel to the Deben, paifes by Ipfwich, a confiderable 
borough town, to which it is navigable by great ihips, and at the diftance of ten 
miles from which, it difcharges itfelf into the German Ocean, together with the 
Stour, both rivers forming one large mouth or seftuary. The Orwel does not 
flow much higher than Ipfwich, but there the tide generally rifes twelve feet, 
though at low water the harbour is almoft dry. 

The river Aid rifes near Framlingham, a borough town of this county, and 
running fouth-eaft, and paifing by Aldborough and Orford, two borough towns, 
falls into the German Sea a few miles from Orford. The Blith rifes near Halef-
worth, a market town, and running almoft diredtly eaftward, falls into the Ger-
man Sea at Southwold, another market town. 

'
 v 1 . 

Other lefs confiderable rivers of this county are the Ore, the Berdon, and the 
Bourn or Lark. 

A I R , S O I L , and N A T U R A L P R O D U C T I O N S . 

The air of this county is pure, pleafant, and healthy, even near the fea ihore, 
becaufe the beach being generally fandy and ihelly, ihoots off the fea, and pre-
vents ftagnating water and ftinking mud. 

The foil of the county of Suffolk is different in different parts of i t : the eaf-
tern parts bordering on the fea, are fandy, and full of heaths, but yield abun-
dance of rye, peas, and hemp, and feed vaft flocks of fheep. The middle part 
of the county, which is called High Suffolk, or the Woodlands, confifts chiefly 
of a rich deep clay and marie, and produces Wood, and good pafture"" that feeds 
great numbers of cattle; the parts bordering on Eifex and Cambridge, likewife 
afford excellent pafture, and abound with corn, all except a fmall trail towards 
Newmarket, in Cambridgefhire, which is for the moil part a green heath. It is 
faid that the feeding cattle and iheep on turneps, was firft pradtifed in Suffolk. 

The milk of this county is reckoned the beft in England; and it has been 
long obferved, that the Suffolk cheefe is greatly impoveriihed to enrich the Suffolk 

5 butter.' 

* 

* 

N 



S U F?> F O L K. 255 

butter. It is however found, that the cheefe of this county is very proper for 
long voyages, being preferred by its drynefs but the butter that is made here 
in great quantities, and fent to all parts in England, is not to be equalled in 
any part of the kingdom. 

it is obferved that more turkeys are bred in this county, and that part of Nor-
folk which borders upon it, than in all the reft of England, London and the 
counties round it being chiefly fupplied with turkeys from hence. 

Fuel is very plenty in this county, High Suffolk affording wood in great abun-
dance, and Low Suffolk, or that part of the county which runs along the fea 
fide, being conftantly fupplied with coals from Newcaftle. 

M A N U F A C T U R E S . 

The principal manufactures are woollen and linen cloths. 

C I V I L and E C C L E S I A S T I C A L D I V I S I O N S . 

The moft general divifion of this county is into two parts; the firft, called the 
Franchife, or liberty of St. Edmund, comprehends the wefternpartof the county; 
and the fecond, called the Geldable Land, contains the eaftern part; and each 
part furnifhes a diftinil grand jury at the county affizes. There are two other 
general divifions of this county into High Suffolk and Low Suffolk; and it is 
further divided intotwenty-two hundreds. It has no city, but contains twenty-eight 
market towns : it lies in the province of Canterbury and diocefe of Norwich, and 
has 575 pariihes. 

M A R K E T T O W N S . 

The market towns are Aldborough, Beckles, Bildefton, Buddefdale, Bungay, 
Bury St. Edmund's, Clare, Debenham, Dunwich, Eye, Framlingham, Hadley, 
Halefworth, Haveril, Ipfwich, Ixworth, Lavenham, Leftoff, Mendlefham, Mil-
denhall, Needham, Neyland, Orford, Saxmundham, Southwold, Stow-market, 
Sudbury, and Woodbridge. 

A L D B O R O U G H is generally fuppofed to have taken its name from the river Aid, 
upon the bank of which it ftands, though fome think that Aldborough is a cor-
juption of Oldborougb. 

This town is diftant 88 miles from London, and is an ancient corporation, go-
verned by two bailiffs, twelve capital burgeffes, and twenty-four inferior members. 
It is pleafantly fimated in a peninfula, called Slaughden Valley, formed by the 
river on the weft fide, and the fea on the eaft and fouth. It confifts chiefly of 
two ftreets near a mile long, running parallel to each other, the fea having lately 
fwallowed up a third ftreet, that was parallel to the other two : the ftreets are 
clean, but the buildings in general very mean. Here is however a handfome 
church upon a hill, on the weft fide of uie town, and a good key on the river 
Aid, with ware-houfes: the harbour is defended by fome pieces of cannon; and a 
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CT00d trade is carried on in filh, particularly fprats, j b l e V and lobfters Fran 
t o w n there is a great export of corn, and a trade to Newcaftle upon Tme 

for coals. 

B E C K L E S (bands on the river Waveney, at the diftance of ,07 miles from Lon-
don It is a large populous town, and the ftreets are well payed, but the build-
in are mean and many of them thatched. Here is a good church, and two free 

• fchook! w e f t endowed ; ^>ne of which is a grammar fchool, with ten fcholarIh.ps 
for Emanuel College in Cambridge, appropr.ated by Sir James Leman, knight, 
in tire reign of k i n | James the Firft. A common belongs to this town of no lefs 
than one thoufand acres. 

B I L D E S T O N , or B . L S T O N , is 63 miles diftant from London : the ftreets are 
dirty and the buildings inean v but here is a good church, and a large woollen 
manufactory. 

B U D D E S D A L E , or B O T T E S D A L E , is fituated on the borders of Norfolk, at the 
d i f t a n c e of 81 miles from London. It is a thoroughfare from London to Yar-
mouth but a draggling, mean, dirty town, with a free fchool, founded w the 
fehm of queen Elizabeth' by Sir Nicholas Bacon, and endowed w>th feveral fcho-
larftiips for ftudents at Cambridge. 

B U N G A Y is diftant from London 10 1 miles, and ftands upon the river Wave-
-nev bv wh ch it is almoft furrounded. It is a large handiome town , the houfes ; 
? n leneral are well built, but the ftreets are for the moft part unpayed Here 
are two parifli l u r c h e s , one of which is a good ftructure with a beautiful fteeple 
and a grammar fchool, endowed with ten fcholarffi.ps for Emanuel Cdlege in 
Cambridge This town has a good market place, a bridge over the Waveney, 
and is much frequented by people from Norfolk. 

Bupy S T . E D M U N D ' S , S T . E D M U N D ' S B U R Y , and commonly B U R Y , was, origi-
r X 'called St. Edmund's Burgh, from an abbey founded here in honour of St. Ed-
m u n d kin- of the Eaft Angles, who was not only crowned, but buried m this 
place,' after°being martyred by the Danes about the year 1 0 1 2 . 

This town is 75 miles diftant from London, and its abbey was reckoned one 
of the largeft and richeft in the world. Before the diffolubon of monaftenes here 
w e r e five hofpitals, one college, a n d above forty churches and chapels, moft of 
them well endowed. Here wis a mint in the reigns at king Edward the Firft and 
S e c o r l and in that of king John-, and this town has been famous for feveral 
parliaments or conventions I f the ftates. In the reign of king Edward the Sixth 
h e r e were ,000 houfcholders, but the town was firft incorporated by king James 
the Firft and is governed by an alderman, a recorder, a town clerk a coroner, 
twelve capital burgeffes, and twenty-four common council men with other offi-
ce"-, and the county affizes and quarter feffions are dually kept here. 

St Edmund's Eury ftands upon the weft fide of the river Bourn or Lark which, 
bv an a a of parliament in 1 7 0 1 , was made n a v i g a b l e from Lynn in Norfolk to 
Farnhani, about a mile diftant from this place. It is fo beautifu ly fituated has 
fo good an air, and fo fine a profpeft, that it is called the Montpellier of England. 
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This town, with its fuburbs, extends in length, from north to fouth, one mile 
and a half, in breadth, a mile and a quarter, and is three miles in circumference. 
It is walled in,; and has five gates one of which, the Abbey Gate, is ftill a fine 
monument of that fuperb building. It is divided into five wards, and contains 
thirty-four ftreets, which are all ftraight, fpacious, well paved, and generally cut 
one another at right angles. O D 

Here are two good parifh churches in the fame church-yard ; one dedicated to 
St. Mary, and the other to St. James. St. Mary's church was firft built in the 
year 1005, and rebuilt in 1430. St. James's was begun in 1500, but not quite 
iiniihed till the reformation. Both thefe churches are remarkable for their iuft 
fymmetry, beautiful large windows, neat pillars, and noble roofs. This town has 
a grammar fchool, founded by king Edward the Sixth, and three charity fchools, 
one for forty boys, and the other two for fifty girls. 

Here is a guildhall, a woolhall, a ihire-houfe, an aifembly room, and an hof-
pital, or workhoufe, for thirty boys and girls, which was a fynagogue of the Jews, 
till they were expelled the kingdom in 1 1 79 . 

This plaGe is much frequented by the nobility and gentry of the county, and 
has three fairs, one of which is the greateft perhaps in all England: it begins on 
St. Matthew's Day, and lafts a fortnight, during which time all manner of public 
diverfions are exhibited. In the middle of the market place is a fine crofs, with 
a lanthorn and clock. Spinning is almoft the only manufa&ure in this town. 

C L A R E ftands upon the river Stour, at the diftance of 61 miles from London, 
and is a little, poor, dirty town, with a fine large church, and a manufacture 
of fays. 

D E B E N H A M takes its name from the river Deben, which runs by it. The town 
ftands upon a rifing ground, which keeps it clean ; it has a good church, but the 
houfes in general are meanly built. Here is a charity fchool, founded by Sir 
Robert Hitcham, who by his will provided that fome of the poor of this place 
fhould be employed at a work-houfe in Framlingham, and that fome of the poor 
children fhould be fent to a free fchool in the fame town, in order to be fitted 
for apprenticefhips, and left ten pounds to be given with each to a mailer. Here 
is a good market place, but the town is not much frequented, the roads to it 
being extremely bad. 

D U N W I C H is fituated on the coaft of the German Ocean, at the diftance of 95 
miles from London, and is the oldeft town in the county, having been an epifco-
pal fee in the year 630. It has fent members to parliament ever fince the firft 
eftablifhment of that part of the Englifh conftitution, in the reign of Edward the 
Firft, and was made a free borough by king John, to whom the burgeffes gave 
three hundred marks of filver, befides ten falcons and five gerfalcons for his char-
ter -5 and they moreover gave him 200 merks and 500 eels for the grant of wrecks. 
This borough is governed by two bailiffs, and was formerly fortified. Here are 
faid to have been fifty-two churches and monafteries, but all the churches have 
been fwallowed up by the fea, except one, dedicated to All Saints. This now 
is a poor place, confifting only of a few wretched cottages, but it has a charity 
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fchool, and an hofpital for' a mailer and five poor perfons. Sprats are cured here-
in the fame manner as herrings at Yarmouth in Norfolk. 

EYE is 92 miles diftant from London, and is almoft furrounded by A brook, 
in the road from Ipfwicli to Norwich. It was incorporated by king John, and is 
o-overned by two bailiffs, a recorder, a town clerk, ten principal burgeffes, and 
twenty-four common council men. The buildings are mean,, and the ftreets dirty,, 
but here is a large handfome church, and a charity fchooL The chief manufac-
tures of this town are bone-lace. 

F R A M . L I N . G H A M is a name of Saxon original, am'. .ignifies a Habitation of Stran-
gers. It is 86 miles diftant from London, and is a large ancient town, pleafantly 
Tituated, though but indifferently built, upon a clay hill, in a fruitful foil,., and a 
healthy air. Here is a large ftately church,, built of black flint, with a fteeple 
upwards of a hundred feet high, and a free fchool, founded by Sir Robert Hit-
cham, for forty boys, who are fitted for apprenticeihips, and then put out with 
ten pounds each. Here alfo are two hofpitals, one founded in 1654, by the fame 
Sir Robert Hitcham, and the other about the year 1704, by the truftees of Mr . 
Mills, an anabaptift minifter, for eight poor perfons, who have 2 s. 6d a-week 
each, an outer garment once a-year, and thirty ihilling a-piece for firing. This 
town has a very handfome and fpacious market place. 

HAD LEY is 64 miles diftant from London* and was formerly a corporation,, 
with a mayor, aldermen, common-council men, and other officers; but a quo 
warranto having been iffued againft its charter in the reign of king James the 
Second, it has not yet been renewed. This is a pretty large populous town, 
tolerably well built,, but the fituation being low, the ftreets are generally dirty. 
Here is a handfome chfurch, with a fpire. The place is ftill famous for a manu-
facture of woollen cloth, and trades much in corn.. 

[ 
H A L E S W O R T H ftands at the diftance of 97 miles from London,, and is an an-

cient populous town, with a very neat church, and a charity fchool. Its market 
is famous for vaft. quantities of linen yarn, which is fpun in this town and neigh-
bourhood, and bought up here. 

H A V E R I L is 49 miles diftant from London, and by the ruins of a caftle and 
church, ftill to be. feen, appears to have been formerly of much greater conie-
quence than it is now. Here is a charity fchool, but nothing elfe worthy of note. 

I P S W I C K is a corruption of the Saxon name Cypeppic, derived from the fitua-
tion of this town, upon the river Gipping. It ftands at the diftance of 68 miles 
from London, and had. charters and a mint as early as the reign of king John. 
It is governed under a charter of king Charles the Second, by two bailiffs, a re-
corder, twelve portmen, of whom the bailiffs are two, a town clerk, two cham-
berlains, two coroners, and twenty-four common-council men and the bailiffs 
and four of the portmen are juftices of the peace. 

This town employs feveral coniiderable privileges, as the pafTing of fines, and 
recoveries, trying caufes, both civil and criminal, and even holds pleas of the 
crown. The magiftrates appoint the affize of wine, bread, and beer. No free-
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man can be compelled to ferve on juries out of the town, or bear any office for the 
king, except that of iheriff for the county. The corporation has an admiralty 
jurifdi&ion, and is entitled to all waifs, ftrays, and all goods caft on ihore within 
that jurifdiftion, which extends on the Eifex coaft beyond Harwich, and includes 
all the coaft of Suffolk. 

Ipfwich is a neat, well built, populous town, fituated- upon the north bank of 
the river Orwell, or Gipping, in form of a half moon. It is upwards of a mile in 
length, and about a mile in breadth •, the ftreets are large, and the houfes in ge-
neral built after the ancient faihion. It formerly had twenty-one parifh churches, 
which are now reduced to twelve, but there are two chapels in the corporation li-
berty, befides meeting-houfes. Here is a free fchool, with a good library, and 
three charity fchools, in two of which are feventy boys, and in the third forty 
girls. Here alfo is a work-houfe, and two hofpitals, one for lunaticks, called 
Chrift's Hofpita1, and another for poor old men and women, founded by Mr, 
Henry Tooly, in 1556, beiides feveral alms-houles, and a charitable foundation 
for the relief of the widows and orphans of poor clergymen, fet on foot in 1704, 

This town has a [hire-hall for the county feifions, and in one part of an ancient 
monaftery are held the quarter feifions for the Ipfwich divifion, and another part 
of the fame monaftery is converted to a gaol. Here is a town hall, a council 
chamber, and a large market place, with a handfome crofs in the center, and in 
this market place are commodious fhambles, built at the expence of Cardinal 
Wolfey, who was a butcher's fon in this town. The Cardinal alfo began a col-
lege here, which, though he did not finiih, ftill bears his name. 

Ipfwich has a convenient key, a cuftom-houfe, and a ftone bridge over the ri-
ver, but the harbour was formerly much more commodious than it is now, for 
which reafon the number of its ihips, as well as its trade by fea, has of late years 
much decayed. A great quantity of corn is continually fhipped off here for Lon-
don, and fometimes for Holland ; and there is a confiderable trade to Greenland 
from this town. 

The principal manufactures are linen and woollen cloths. Here are more gentry 
than in any other town in the county, except St. Edmund's Bury, and this is 
thought to be one of the beft places in England for families that have but fmall 
incomes, becaufe of eafy houfe rent, good company, and plenty of all forts of 
provifions. 

I X W O R T H is 73 miles diftant from London, in the road between London and 
Yarmouth, but contains nothing worthy of note. 

L A V E N H A M , or L A N H A M , is 6 1 miles diftant from London, and is governed by 
fix capital burgeffes, or headboroughs, who are fuch for life, and have the power 
of chufing inferior officers. 

This is a pretty large town, pleafantly fituated in a healthy air, on the bank 
of a branch of the river Berdon, from whence it rifes gradually to the top of a 
hill. It confifts of nine ftreets, and in the middle of the town is a church, reck-
oned the fineft in the county : it was rebuilt in the time of king Henry the Sixth, 
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and has a fteeple 137 feet high, with fix large bells, as good as any in England. 
The roof of the church is curioufly carved, and the windows finely painted. 
Here are two pews, one belonging to the family of the earl of Oxford, and the 
other to the family of the Springs, in this county, that are perhaps fuperior in 
workmanfhip to any of the pews in King Henry the Seventh's Chapel at Weft-
minfter; and here is a ftatue in brafs of Mr. Thomas Spring, who gave 2001. to-
wards rebuilding the church. This town has a free fchool, a bridewell, part of 
which is a work-houfe, where the poor of the parifh are employed in fpinning-
hemp, flax, and yarn, and fome other coniiderable charities. 

Here is a wool-hall, from whence many hundred loads of wool are yearly fent 
to London. This place was formerly very famous for a ftaple trade in blue 
cloths, and was divided into three guilds or companies, each of which had a 
hall, and here are frill coniiderable manufactures of ferges, fhalloons, fays, fluffs, 
and fine yarn. 

f 
L E S T O F F , L A Y S T O F F , L E O S T O F F , or L O W E S T O F F , is diftant from London ug" 

miles, and is a little ftraggling town, fituated on a rock, which feems to hang 
over the fea. This place having been part of the ancient demefnes of tire crown, 
has a charter, by which the inhabitants are exempted from ferving on juries, ei-
ther at feffions or aflizes. About a mile weftward of this place there is a church, 
and in the town a chapel, for the eafe of the inhabitants, whofe chief bufinefs is 
fifhing for cod in the North Sea, and for herring, mackarel, and fprats at home. 

M E N D L E S H A M is diftant 7 6 miles from London, and is a poor dirty town, but 
has a handfome church. 

M I L D E N H A L L is diftant 6 8 miles from London, and is a large populous town, 
fituated on the river Lark. The ftreets are fpacious, and the town well built, It 
has a handfome church, with a lofty fteeplej and a good harbour for boats. 

N E E D H A M ftands on the bank of the river Orwell, at the diftance of 7 5 . 

miles from London. It had once a good trade in broad cloths for Ruffia, 
Turkey, and other parts, but it has loft that trade many years, though.it has ftill 
fome considerable dealers. 

N E Y L A N D is fituated on the bank of the river Stour, at the diftance of 5 4 , 

miles from London. It is a large town, with a church, a charity fchool for forty 
boys and twenty girls, and a handfome bridge over the river. Here is a manu-
f a c t u r e of baize arid fays,. which is thought to-have been formerly much greater 
than at prefent. 

O R F O R D derives-its name from a ford over the river Ore, near the mouth of 
which it ftands. It is 88 miles diftant from London, was incorporated by king 
Henry the Third, and is governed by a mayor, eighteen portmen,. twelve chief 
burgeifes, a recorder, a town clerk, and two ferjeants at mace. It was once a 
large populous town, with a caftle, of which there are ftill fome towers remain-
ing, that ferve as land marks to veifels at fea. Here is a church and on a pro-
montory not far from the town, called Orfordnefs, there is a light-houfe, for the 
direction of ieamen failing near the coafts j and this,promontory is a great ihelter 

to 
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to fhips when a north-eaft wind blows hard upon the ihore. Orford formerly 
had a good harbour, but the fea has withdrawn from it many years, and the place 
has proportionably decayed. 

S A J & M U N D H A M , or S A X L I N G H A M , is 86 miles diftant from London, and' is z 
little, obfcure, dirty town, that contains nothing worthy of note. 

^ 

SOXJTHWOLD is diftant from London 1 0 5 miles, and is fituated in a peninfula, 
formed by the river Blith upon the weft, and the fea upon the eaft and fouth. 
It is a corporation, governed by two bailiffs, and other officers, and is a pleas-
ant populous town, ftrong by its fituation, and fortified by a few pieces of can-
non. It has a draw-bridge over the river Blith, and a large ftrong built church. 
In 1747 an a<5t of parliament paffed for effectually cleanfmg and opening the ha-
ven of this place, which had been long choa!;.ed up with fand. On the eaft fide 
of this town is a bay, called Solebay, that affords good anchorage, and is fheltered. ' 
by a promontory about two miles further fouth, called Eafton Kefs. On the 
fouth fide of Eafton Nefs is an excellent harbour, which in the Dutch war was 
the place of rendezvous for our fleets.. The promontory of Eafton Nefs is by 
fome thought the moft eafterly point of Britain, but others fuppofe it to be Leftoff. 

There is a great refort of mariners to this town ; and it carries on a confider-
able trade in fait, old beer, herrings, and fprats and the fprats are cured here in 
the fame manner as the herrings are at Yarmouth. 

/ 1. 

S T O W M A R K E T ftands upon the river Orwell, is a large town, and has a fpa-
cious beautiful church, with, a fine fteeple,. and eight good bells. Here is a chav 
rity fchool, feveral good inns, and a manufacture of tammies, and other Nor-
wich fluffs. 

S U D B U R Y is the Saxon name for Southborough, and as the general opinion is 
that this was formerly the chief town in the county,, it is fuppofed to have been 
thus called from, its fituation in. refpedt of Norwich. 

Sudbury is diftant from London 54 miles, and is an ancient corporation, which 
has fent members to parliament ever, fince the reign of Edward the Fourth. It 
is governed by a mayor, a recorder, feven aldermen, a town clerk, a bailiff, 
twenty-four common council men, and two ferjeants at mace. 

This town ftands upon the bank of the river Stour, by which it is almoft fur-
rounded, and over which it has a handfome bridge. The buildings in general 
are pretty good, but the ftreets being unpayed, are very dirty in bad weather. 
Here are three handfome large churches ^ and the town carries on a good trade 
in perpetuanas,, fays, and ferges. 

W O O D B R I D G E ftands upon the weft bank of the Deben, at the diftance of 7 5 . 

miles from London : its extent is about half a mile every way ; the chief ftreets 
are well built and paved, but the reft are dirty, and the houfes old and low. It 
has a fine church, with a fteeple, a good grammar fchool, and an alms-houie, 
founded in 1587, by Thomas Seckford, mailer of the requefts, for thirteen poor 
men and three women. Here is a market-place, in the middle of which is a, 

6 handfome. 
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handfome ill ire-hall, where the quarter feffions are held for a diftriit of this county, 
called the Liberty of St. Ethelred and Audrey, and under the ihire-hall is a corn 
crofs. The river is navigable hither by ihips of coniiderable burthen, and this 
town has four or five docks for building ihips, with commodious keys and ware-
houfes. It carries on a good trade to London, Newcaftle upon Tine, and Hol-
land, in butter, cheefe, fait, and plank and the Woodbridge pinks and hoys 
go to and from London once every week. 

C U R I O S I T I E S . 

Rendezvous Among the curiofities of this county may be reckoned the periodical rendc z-
of fwallows. vous of (wallows along this coaft, from Orfordnefs to Yarmouth ; for about the 

end of fummer an incredible number of thefe birds gather here into a body, 
where they wait the firft northerly wind to tranfport themfelves out of Britain, 
probably to fome warmer climate. They are fometimes wind bound for feveral 
days, but it no fooner blows fair, than they all take wing together, and never 
appear till the following fpring, when they arrive here in vaft bodies, and from 
hence diftribute themfelves all over Britain. 

/ 

\ " „ ' . . ' , • . • ' 
An extraordi- It is faid, that in the time of king Henry the Firft, a Jfifh was caught in the 
nary fifh. f e a n e a r Orfordnefs, by the fifhermen's nets, which in ihape exaftly refembled a 

human body, but was rough and hairy, with a picked beard. It was brought 
alive on ihore, but foon after efcaped to fea again, and was never after heard of. 

A ftorm. At Bures, upon the Stour, near Sudbury, there is a church, which had a fpire 
and a ring of bells ; in 1733 n o t onty w a s b u r n t by lightning, but the 
bells were melted. 

A dreadful In 1608 a fire broke out in St. Edmund's Bury, by which feveral hundred 
f re and pefli-houfes were burnt down; and in 1636, a peftilence depopulated the town fo 
lence. that grafs grew in the ftreets. 

T w o terrible I n 1507 the greateft part of the town of Mildenhall was confumed by fire; 
fires. and on the firft of March 1689, the whole town of Bungay, except one little 

ftreet, was burnt down in the fpace of four hours: and the damage fuftained by 
this fire was computed at near 30,000!. 

A horrid par- In 1 7 3 9 , one Charles Drew was executed at Long Melford, near Sudbury, for 
ricide. the horrid murder of his own father, an attorney of good fortune. 

A N T I Q U I T I E S . 

Ancient inha- This county in the time of the Romans was part of the territory inhabited by 
bitants. the Iceni, of whom an account has been given in the antiquities of Cambridge-

shire. From the fimilitude of the names of feveral villages in this county to the 
name Iceni > Mr. Camden is of opinion, that Suffolk was the diftrict in which 
that people principally refided. 

Roman anti- The villages which are ftill fuppofed to retain the name of the Iceni, are Ick-
•quities. lingham, fouth-weft of Mildenhall, Ickworth, about two miles from Bury St. Ed-

mund's, 
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^ n d ' s , and Ixning, near Newmarket, upon the very borders of Cam bridge fh ire. 
The antiquity of Ickhngham appears by many Roman coins that have becm duo-
up in or near the place ; and a large pot of Romar> coin was found at Ickworth) 
not many years ago, Under the Saxons this county became part of the king-
dom of the Eaft Angles. 0 

. S l Edmund's Bury is generally believed to have been the Villa Fauftini men-
tioned by Antoninus ^ but what this Fauftinus was does no where appear. 

Dunwich is fuppofed to have been a Roman ftation, from feveral Roman coin* 
which have at different times been found in this place. 

Eafton Nefs is the of Ptolemy, which name fignifies Extenfion,, and might 
be applied to this place on account of its being thought the moft eafterly point 
in Britain, for which realon, no doubt it was alfo called Eafton Nefs a name of 
the fame import or fignification. ' 

It is univerfally agreed that Framlingham is a town of Britiih original which 
was conquered by the Romans, after the defeat of Boadicea, the famous' Britiih 
amazon Here are ftill to be feen noble remains of a caftle, fuppofed to have 
been built by fome king of the Eaft Angles. It was a large beautiful fabric and 
very ftrong : the walls are ftill ftanding, and are forty-four feet hioh, andei*ht 
feet thick they fupport thirteen towers, each of which are fourteen feet h?ah 
above the walls and two of them are watch-towers. The area included by the 
walls of this caftle contains above an acre and a rod of land. 

At Great Wheltham, near Bury, feveral remains of Roman antiquity have been 
sound, as potfherds and platters of Roman earth, fome of which had infcriptions 
urns with coals and allies m them, bones and horns of cattle, that were offered 
in facrince, and a facrificing knife. 

1 

Brethenharn, north of Bildefton, is affirmed bv Mr. Camden to be the Com 
bretomum mentioned by Antoninus 5 and Wulpit, fouth of Ixworth, is by others 
iuppofed to have been the ancient Sifomagus. Here are large deep trenches 
which appear to have been works of the Romans. " 

At Blithborough, upon the river Blith, near Southwold, feveral Roman urns 
were dug up not many years ago. This is thought to have been a Roman fta-

• tion, and in the time of the Saxons was famous for being the burying place of 

Mercian g ° f ^ A B g k * ' w h o w a s i ] a i l ^ n battle'by Penda the 

rionSdtv'thTr t h C W a V e n e 7 J n " 3 r Y a : m ° U t h i n N ° l f o I k ' w a s a fortifica-tion erected by the Romans to guard the coaft againft the Saxon pirates, and is 
fuppofed to have been the Garianonum where th? Stablefian horfe had theh fta 
tion. Of this caftle or fort very confiderable remains are ftill ft ndin. t eaf 
tern wal continues yet in its original length, which is 660 feet, and a n hehei»ht 
of feventeen or eighteen feet. On the outiide of this wall are four ro nd ioiid 
towers, each about fourteen, feet diameter,, and of equal height with tie wal l 

Thefe 
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Thefe towers are joined to the wall, but fo that only a fmall part of the periphery 
is within it. The remains of the fouthern wall are ftill 360 feet in length, and 
thofe on the north fide are about the fame extent, but the weftern wall is totally 
demolifhed. The materials of thefe walls and towers are flints, and Roman and 
Britiih bricks, each of which is a foot and a half long, and almoft a foot broad. 

At Felixton, near the mouth of the river Deben, are the ruins of a caftle, 
where Roman bricks are ftill to be feen and Roman coins have often been found', 
whence it is judged to have been a Roman fort. 

Saxon anti- In digging a grave at Honedon, near Clare, in 1687 there was found a great 
-§rrities. quantity of Saxon coins. 

Southweft of Needham there is a village called Offton, which in the Saxon lan-
uaae fio-nified the Town of Offti, and here are the ruins of an old caftle, which 

5 fa?d to°have been built by Offa, king of Mercia. 

At Hauo-hley, north-weft of Stow Market, on a high hill are the remains of an 
eld caftle, which was called Haughley Caftle, and occupied two acres of ground-, 
but when, or by whom it was built, is not known. 

Rendleiham, north-eaft of Woodbridge, was a royal feat in the Saxon times; 
and here lledwald, king of the Eaft Angles, is faid to have kept his court. 

A filver crown, which weighed near fixty ounces, and perhaps belonged to king 
Redwald, was found here not a century ago. 

Ancient - - At Bungay are ftill to be feen large ruins of a very ftrong caftle, built by the 
caftles. family of the Bigods, earls of Norfolk, before the reign of king Stephen. Of 

this caftle Hugh Bigod, earl of Norfolk, in the wars between king Stephen and 
the emprefs Maud, ufed to boaft in the following rhimes: 

c Were I in my caftle of Bungey 
c Upon the river Waveney, 
4 I would ne care for the king of Cockeney.9 

Notwithftanding this confidence in his caftle, the fame earl was foon after-
wards compelled to pay king Henry the Second a great fum of money to fave it 
from being demolifhed. 

At Mettingham, near Bungay, are the remains of a caftle, built by Sir John 
de Norwich, °who died about the beginning of the reign of king Richard the 
Second. 

. . At Lavenham the tenure of land called Borough Englifh ftill obtains. -Ancient te- 0 0 
nures. 

The manor of Hemmgfton, fouth-eaft of Needham, was held in ferjeantry by 
Baldwin de Petteur, whofe name, according to Camden, alludes to the tenure, 
which obliged him every Chriftmas-day, in the royal prefence, to exhibit a Salt us, 

> a 
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a Sufflatus, and a Bumbulus, or as it is called by other writers, a «W/w, a Sufflus, and 
a Pettus, in plain Engliih, to cut a caper, to puff with his cheeks, ^ ^ let a fart. 
Such was the coarfe and indelicate jollity of thofe times. 

E C C L E S I A S T I C A L A N T I Q ^ U I T I E S . 

Dunwich, in the year 630, was made the epifcopal feat for the kingdom of the 
Eaft Angles; and after the divifion of this diocefe in 673, the biikops of Suffolk 
continued their refidence here, till the whole kingdom was reunited, under the 
biihop of Elmham in Norfolk, in the tenth century, after which the cathedral 
of this fee became a cell of monks, fubordinate to a monaftery at Eye : but this 
church, with many other churches and religious houfes in this place, were fe-
veral ages ago fwallowed up by the fea. 

Here was a priory of Black friars, founded by Sir Roger de Holiih,- before the 
time of king Richard the Second: and here was aHo a houfe of Grey friars, fup-
pofed to have been founded by the corporation of this borough. 

The Knights Templars formerly had a houfe here, with a handfome church, 
galled the Temple of our Lady, to which belonged great rents and privileges, 
and which is fuppofed to have paifed to the Knights Hofpitalers upon the diiTo-
lution of the Knights Templars. 

At Burgh Caftle, Sigebert, king of the Eaft Angles, about the year 630, 
founded a^monaftery, which was improved both in buildings and revenues, by 
king Anna. 

Kino- Sioebert, about the year 6 3 3 quitted his crown, and turning monk, retired 
into a^monaftery, which he had founded at Bedericfworth, now St. Edmund's 
Bury. There is no account of the ftate of the monaftery after his death, though 
it is probable fome religious perfons continued in it, becaufe in the year 903, 
the body of St. Edmund, the king, was tranflated from Hoxon, nearEye, where 
he was murdered by the Danes, to a church here, as to a place of fome note. 
Soon after this tranilation the town changed its name, and ieveral iecular priefts 
f e t t l i n o here, built a new church to the honour of the royal martyr, which was 
m a d e collegiate in 9 2 5 , as it is laid, by king Athelftan. In 1 0 2 0 king Canute 
expelled the fecular priefts, and placed here a convent of Benediftme monks, 
with an abbat, from Holm, in Norfolk, which afterwards became endowed with 
fo many eftates, royalties, and immunities, that its revenues upon the diiTolu-
tion were valued at 1 6 5 9 I . 1 3 s. 1 1 d. per annum, 

Here was an hofpital, founded about the b e g i n n i n g of the reign of king_Ste, 
phen, by abbat Anlelm, for the maintenance of aged, infirm, and diieafed priefts, 
and others! It was dedicated to St. Peter, and was at firft under the manage-
ment of the almoner of the abbey, but afterwards had a iecular prieit, for a mat-
ter, and revenues, which upon the fuppreifion was valued at iol . 18 s. nc>. 
per annum. _TT. , 
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Without the north gate of this town, abbat Samfon, and the convent, in 1 I £4, 
beo-an a new hofpital, which was dedicated to our Saviour, and about the year 
1300 maintained feven poor priefts. 

. . . 1 V,' 
Without the eaft gate of this town there was an hofpital, founded by an abbat 

of Bury, and dedicated to St. Nicholas. It confifted of a mailer and feveral bre-
thren, and was rated upon the diffolution at 61. 19 s. n d . -per annum. 

About the year 1257, the Grey friars built a church and office-houfes, in the 
north-weft part of this town, but they were removed hence in 1263, by order of 
pope Urban the Fourth, and built a houfe without the town, called the Toll-
gate, where they continued till the diifolution. 

In the beginning of the reign of king Edward the Firft, there was an hofpi-
tal without the fouth gate of this town, dedicated to St. John the Evangelift, and 
called God's Houfe. 

In the time of Edward the Fourth here was a college of priefts. 

At Stoke, near Neyland, there was a monaftery of fome note, as early as the 
middle of the tenth century. 

At Hoxon there was a monaftery and church, dedicated to St. iEthelbright, be-
fore the year 950-, but it appears to have been demolifhed loon after. Here 
was a church dedicated to St. Peter, with a chapel, built on the fpot where St. 
Edmund was (lain, which was given by Herbert, biihop of Norwich, to his ca-
thedral, about the year 1100. In 1 1 3 0 , Maurice of Windfor, and Egidia, his 
lady, placed a convent of Benedi&ine monks in the chapel of St. Edmund, which 
continued till the diffolution, a cell to the cathedral of Norwich. 

At Mendham, on the Waveney, oppofite to Harlefton in Norfolk, Theodred' 
biihop of JLondon, founded a collegiate church before the year 950. How long 
this church continued collegiate, is uncertain, but in the reign of king Stephen, 
William, the fon of Roger de Huntingfield, founded here a priory of Cluniac 
monks, fubordinate to Caftleacre in Norfolk. 

At Sudbury there was a monaftery, dedicated to St. Gregory, before the year 
970j which in 1375 was converted to a college for fix fecular priefts, one of 
whom was to be warden or mailer. The college was founded by Simon de Sud-
bury, biihop of London, and John de Sudbury, his brother, and was endowed 
upon the fuppreffion with 1221 . 18 s. 3d. per annum. 

Near this place there was a church or chapel, dedicated to St. Bartholomew, 
which Wulfric, mailer of the mint to king Henry the Second, gave to the ab-
bey of Weftminfter, and then a prior/ of Benedictine monks was fettled in this j 
church, fubordinate to Weftminfter Abbey. 

Arnicia, countefs of Clare, in the time of king John founded an hofpital in 
this town, dedicated to Jefus Chrift, and the Virgin Mary, his mother. 

Here 
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Here was a priory of Dominican friars, founded by Baldwin de Shipling, in 

the time of king Edward the Firft. 

At Hadley there was a monaftery in the time of the Saxons j but there are 
no particulars concerning it known. 

Eluric, or Alfric, earl of Clare, who lived in the reign of kings Canute, Har-
decanute, and Edward, founded in his caftle of Clare, a church, dedicated to St. 
John Baptift, and placed in it feven fecular canons, which church, with all its 
prebends and endowments, Gilbert de Clare gave in 1090 to the monaftery at 
Bee in Normandy, and it became a cell of Benedidtine monks to that abbey, and 
fo continued to the year 1 1 24 , when his fon Richard removed the religious of this 
priory to Stoke, near Clare. 

Here was a fociety of Friars Heremites, of the order of St. Auftin, before the" 
year 1248. 

At Glemisford, between Clare and Lavenham, there was a collegiate fociety of 
priefts, under the government of a dean, as early as the time of Edward the 
Confeifor. 

At Romborough, north-weft of Halefworth, there was a {mall priory of Bene-
di&ine monks, founded about the time of the Conqueft, and fubjedted to the ab -
bey of Holm in Norfolk; but it was given in the time of Henry the Firft, by 
Stephen, or his fon Alan, earls of Richmond and Britanny, to the abbey of St. 
Mary in the city of York. 

At Eye there was a priory of Benedidtine monks, founded in the time of Wil-
liam the Conqueror, by Robert Malet, and dedicated to St. Peter. It was at firft 
a cell to Bernay Abbey in Normandy, but was made denifon by king Richard 
the Second, and fo continued till the fuppreifion, when here were ten monks, 
whofe yearly revenues were rated at 164I. 2s. 3d. 

\ 

Without this town there was an hofpital for leprous perfons, founded in the 
beginning of the reign of Edward the Third, and dedicated to St, Mary 
Magdalen. 

Near Stow-market there are two villages, one called Creting St. Mary, and 
the other Creting St. Olave, at each of which there appears to have been a dif-
tindt alien priory of the Benedidtine order. The priory of Creting St. Mary was 
cell to the abbey of Bernay in Normandy : and Creting St. Olave was fubjeft to 
the abbey of Greftein in the fame country. 

At Great Blakenham, fouth-eaft of Needham, Walter Giffard, earl of Bucking-
ham, in the time of William Rufus, founded an alien priory, fubjedt to the ab-

' bey of Bee in Normandy. 

At Ixworth there was a priory of Black canons, founded by Gilbert Bland, 
who came to England with William the Conqueror. It was dedicated to the Vir-
gin Mary, and valued upon the diifolution at 1681. 19s. yd. per annum. 

M m 2 ' -At 
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At Walton, upon the coaft, near the mouth of the Orwel, fouth-eaft from Ipf-

wich, there was a church dedicated to St. Felix, which was given by Roger Bi-
o-od, earl of Norfolk, in the time of William Rufus, to the monaftery of Roche-
iter in Kent, and that houfe fettled here a convent of Benedi&ine monks. 

At Brifet, eaft of Bildefton, Ralph Fitz Brien, about the year n ro, ere&ed a 
priory for canons of the order of St. Auguftine. It was dedicated to St. Leon-
ard, and fubordinate to the monaftery of Nobiliac, in the duchy of Berry in 
Normandy. 

At Edwardfton, north of Neyland, there is a church, which was given to the 
monaftery of Abingdon in Berkihire, by LIubert Munchenfi, in 1 1 1 4 , when two 
or more black monks from thence were placed here but in 1 160 the religious 
of this place were removed to the priory of Coin in Eifex, to which this church 
became appropriated, and continued fo till the diilolution. 

At Blithborough there was a church, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, which was 
given to the abbey of St. Ofith in Eifex, by king Henry the Firft, upon which 
this church became a cell to that abbey, and was valued upon the diffolution, 
when it had five religious, at481 . 8 s. 10 d. per annum. 

Here was a houfe of Black friars. \ 

At Redlingfield, near Eye, Manaffes, earl of Ghifnefs, and Emma, his wife, 
in 1 120 , founded a Benedi&ine nunnery, dedicated to St. Andrew, which about 
the time of the fuppreffion had a priorefs and eight nuns, with yearly revenues 
valued at 671. os. id. 

T o Stoke, near Clare, Richard de Clare, earl of Hertford, in 1 1 2 4 removed 
the monks of Bee, whom his father had placed in the caftle of Clare, and built a 
church for them here, dedicated to John Baptift. This alien priory was after-
wards made denifon, but in 1 4 1 5 , by means of Edmund Mortimer, earl of 
March, it was converted into a college for fecular priefts, and maintained a dean, 
fix prebendaries, eight vicars, four clerks, fix chorifters, befides officers and fer-
vants, who had revenues which upon the diffolution were valued at 324I. 4s. id . 
per annum. 

At Wickham Skeyth, fouth-weft of Eye, there was a priory, founded in the 
reign of king Stephen, by Robert de Salco Villa, knight, and fubordinate to the 
a b b e y of St. John at Colchefter, in Eifex; but in the next reign Jordan, the fon 
of Robert de Salco Villa, confented that the religious of this place ihould be re-
moved to Colchefter. 

At Sibton, north-eaft of Framlingham, William de Cheney, in 1 149, founded 
an abbey for Ciftertian monks, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and endowed at 
the diffolution with 250I. 15 s. 7d, per annum. 

• 

At ?he gate of the abbey there was an hofpital. 

At 
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At Snape, fouth of Saxmundham, William Martel, and Albreda his wife, in 
r i 5 5 founded a priory of Benedidine monks, from the abbey of St. John, at 
Colchefter. It was dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and continued a cell to the 
abbey of St. John till the year 1400. It was then made conventual, but fup-
preffed by Cardinal Wolfey in 1524, when its revenues were rated at 991. is. 11 d. 
per annum. 

At Butley, near Orford, Ranulph de Glanvil, jufticiary of England, founded 
in 1 1 7 1 , a priory of Black canons, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, with reve-
nues which at the diffolution amounted to 318 1. ijs. 3d. per annum. 

At Roydon, near Southwold, there was a priory of Cluniac monks, cell to 
Thetford in Norfolk, faid to have been founded before the year 1 160, by Doudo 
Afini, fteward to the king's houfehold. It was dedicated, according to fome wri-
ters, -to St. Mary, but to St. Peter and St. Paul, according to others, and had 
yearly revenues on the fuppreffion reckoned worth 301. 9 s. 5 d. 

In a pariih church dedicated to the Holy Trinity, in the town of Ipfwich, 
there was a priory of Black canons, of the order of St. Auftin, founded before 
the year 1 1 7 7 , and at the fuppreffion confifted of a prior and fix or feven canons, 
who had eftates valued at 881. 6 s. 9d. a-year. 

Here was a priory of Black canons, founded about the end of the reign of 
king Henry the Second, by Lacy, and Alice his wife. It was dedicated 
to St. Peter and St. Paul, but fuppreffed in 1527, by Cardinal Wolfey, who upon 
the fite of this 

priory founded a college for a dean, twelve fecular canons, eicht 
clerks, and eight chorifters, together with a grammar fchool, which he defigned 
as a nurfery to. his college in Oxford. This noble foundation was dedicated to 
the Virgin Mary,_ but was fcarce brought to perfe&ion before the difgrace of that 
prelate, upon which it was fuppreffed. 

As early as the beginning of the reign of king John, here was an hofpital for 
leprous perfons, dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen, to which was afterwards an-
nexed another houfe of lepers in this town, called St. James's Hofpital. 

In the eaft part of this town there was a houfe of Black friars, faid to have 
been founded by Henry de Maneiby and others, towards the end of the rei°-n 
of Henry the Third. 0 

About the middle of the town there was a houfe of Carmelite friars, founded 
by Sir Thomas de Loudham and others, about the year 12 79. 

In the weft part of this town there was a church and houfe belong no- to the 
FirftS M i n ° r S ' founded S i r R o b e r t Tiptot, in the time of king Edward the 

At Bungay, Roger de Glanvil, and the countefs of Gundreda, his lady in the 
the time ot king Henry the Second, founded a Benedi&ine nunnery, dedicated to 
the Virgin Mary. In the time of Edward the Firft here were a pnorefs and 

hfteea - "V ii > *: 
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fifteen fifters ; but at the diiTolution not above feven filters, who had a yearly 
income rated at 621. 2 s. i d . 

At Layfton, eaft of Saxmundham, there was an abbey of Premonftratenfian 
canons, built and endowed by Ranulph de Glanvil, founder of Butley priory, in 
1 182 . It was dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and at the time of the diiTolution 
had fourteen or fifteen monks, with yearly revenues rated at 181 1. 17 s. 1 d. 

At Whepfted, fouth of St. Edmund's Bury, there was a monaftery, of which 
there are no particulars upon record. 

At Betisford, about half way between Bildefton and Needham, there was an 
hofpital or preceptory of knights of St. John of Jerulalem, as early as the reign 
of Henry the Second, which was valued upon the diiTolution at 53 1. 10 s. per 
annum. ì 

At Woodbridge there was a finali priory of five or fix Black canons, founded 
by one Ernaldus Ruffus, about the end of the twelfth century. It was dedicated 
to the Virgin Mary, and on the fuppreifion had yearly revenues rated at 501. 3 s. 

At Combs, near Stow-market, Theobald de Valoins, before the feventh year of 
•the reign of king Richard the Firft, founded a nunnery of the order of St. Auitin, 
in which, at the time of the diiTolution there were nineteen nuns, who were 
endowed with 182 1. 19s. 5 d. per annum. 

Here was a collegiate chantry, confifting of a warden and four fecular priefts, 
in a chapel, dedicated to the Annunciation of the Virgin Mary, within the mo-
naftery, founded in the twenty-firft year of Edward the Third, by Maud, coun-
tefs of Ulfter. The religious continued here about feven years ; but finding the 
place inconvenient on feveral accounts, they were removed to Brufiard, north-eaft 
of Framlingham, where they built a chapel, dedicated to the Annunciation, and 
proper offices, for a warden and priefts -, but this college, in the fortieth year of 
Edward the Third, was fhrrendered to the ufe of an abbefs and fifters, nuns mi-
noreffes, of the order of St. Clare, who'remained here till the general fuppreifion, I > 
when their yearly revenues were eftimated at 561. 2 s. id . per annum. 

At Kerfey, near Hadley, there was a priory of Auguftine canons, dedicated to 
St. Mary and St. Anthony. It was in being before the third year of king Henry 
the Third, but by whom founded, or upon what occafion diffolved, is not known. 

At Herringfjeet, two miles from Mildenhall, there was a priory of Black ca- i 
nons, founded in the beginning of the reign of Henry the Third, by Roger Fitz 
O'ibert, and dedicated to St. Mary and St.^Olave. About the time of the diiTo-
lution here were five or fix religious, who were endowed with 491 11 s 7 d. per nnum. 

At a place fomewhere in this county, called Dodnaih, there was a priory or 
Black canons, faid to be founded by one Wymarus, before the reign of Edward 
the Firft, and dedicated to St. Mary. About the time of the diiTolution here were 
a prior and three religious, endowed with revenues rated at 421. 18 s. 8 d. 
per annum. 
* - A t 
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At another place in this county, called Chipley, the fituation of which does not 
appear, there was a fmall priory of Auguftine canons, dedicated to the Virgin 
Mary, which, in 1468, was united to the dean and chapter of the college of 
Stoke, near Clare. 

1 ' 

At another place, called Alenfborne, now depopulated, and equally unknown, 
not far however from Ipfwich, there was a fmall priory of Auguftine canons, de-
dicated to the Virgin Mary, and before the general fuppreffion annexed and ap-
propriated to the monaftery of Woodbridge. 

At Letheringham, north-eaft of Woodbridge, a fmall priory of three or four 
Black canons, was founded by William de Bodevile. It was dedicated to the Vir-
gin Mary, was cell to the monaftery of St. Peter at Ipfwich, and had an income 
rated upon the fuppreffion at 2 61. 18 s. 5d. per annum. 

At Giflingham, fouth of Buddefdale, there was a houfe or preceptory of die 
Knights Templars, before the thirty-fourth year of Edward the Firft. 

At Flixton, near Leftoff, there was a nunnery of the order of St. Auftin, 
founded about the year 1258, by Margery, widow of Bartholomew de Creyk. It 
was dedicated to the Virgin Mary and St. Catharine, and at the time of the dif-
folution had a priorefs and fix or feven nuns, with yearly revenues valued at 
no more than 23 1. 4s. id . 

• 
At Great Weltham there, was a chapel, dedicated to St. Thomas the Martyr, 

in which, before the fecond year of king Edward the Firft, there was a prior and 
convent of Crouched friars, fubordinate to the head houfe of that order, which 
was near the Tower of London. 

At Orford there was a priory of Friars Auguftines, begun about the twenty-
third year of Edward the Firft, upon a piece of ground given them by one Robert 
de Hewel. Here was an hofpital for a mafter and brethren, founded in the time 
of king Edward the Second, and dedicated to St. Leonard. 

At Gorlefton, called alfo South Yarmouth, or Little Yarmouth, near Yarmouth 
in Norfolk, there was an houfe of Auftin Friars, founded about the b e g i n n i n o - of 
the reign of king Edward the Second, by William Woderove, and Ma^gare^is. 
wife. Here was an houfe for lepers, in 1372. 

At Wingfield, north-eaft of Eye, there is a parifh church, in which a college,, 
confifting of a mafter and feveral priefts, was founded in 1362, by the lady Ali-
anor, relid of Sir John Wingfield, agreeable to the defire and laft will of her huf-
band. It was dedicated to St. Mary, St. John Baptift, and St. Andrew, and va-
lued upon the diffolution at 691. 14 s. 5d . per annum. 

At Mettingham, near Bungay, there was a college for a mafter and eight chap-
lains, founded in the fixth year of Richard the Second, by Sir John de Norwich. 

. It was dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and about the time of the diffolution had a 
-mafter and eleven fellows, with yearly revenues valued at 202L 7s. ¿ d . 

Aft 
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At Great Thurlow, north of Haveril, there was an hofpital, founded in the 

time of Richard the Second, and dedicated to St. James, with revenues rated on 
the fuppreifion at 31. per annum. 

At Denfton, north-weft of Clare, there was a college or chantry, confifting of 
a warden and a certain number of priefts, founded about the fourteenth year of 
Edward the Fourth, by Sir John Howard, knight, and John Broughton, jun. and 
endowed upon the diiTolution with yearly revenues rated at 22I. 8 s. ^d. per 
annum. 

M E M B E R S of P A R L I A M E N T for this C O U N T Y . 

This county fends fixteen members to parliament: two knights of the fhire 
for the county, and two burgeifes for each of the following boroughs; Ipfwich, 
Dunwich, Orford, Aldborougb, Sudbury, Eye, and St. Edmund's Bury. 
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n a m e , 

SU I l R y ' u 0 r S u R R E Y > i s ^mediately derived from the Saxon name tmSnea 
which, being compounded of t>u£ the South, and Ga * River, fignif es South of 

the river, and was given to this county from its fituation South of the Thames.' 

B O U N D A R I E S , F O R M , E X T E N T , and S I T U A T I O N . 

This county is bounded by the river Thames, which parts it from Middlefex 
on the north by the county of Suffix on the fouth, bv Kent on the eaft, and by 
Berkihire and Hampihire on the weft. Its form is that of a long fouare or para^ 
lellogram: it extends in length from eaft to weft 34 miles, from north to fouth 21 
m i d d l e n f i / ' i ' 1 2 : Darking, a market town near the middle oi it, is 24 miles fouth-weft of London. 

VOL. II. N n R I V E R S , 
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R I V E R S . 

The rivers of this county are the Thames, the Mole, the Wey, and the j 
"Wandle. The Thames has been already defcribed in the account of Berklhire 
and the feveral other counties which it waters: the tide of this river runs up as 
far as Richmond, a celebrated village of Surry, twelve miles from London, and 
about fixty miles from the fea, which is a greater diftance than the tide is carried 
into any other river in Europe, The Mole rifes near Okeley, fouth-weft of Dark-
ing, and running eaftward for feveral miles, along the borders of Suifex, forms an 
angle, and directs its courfe north-weft. At the bottom of a hill called Boxhill, 
near Darking, the ftream difappears, and paifes under ground in a place called 
the Swallow, probably from the river being fwallowed up there. From this circum-
ftance the river is alfo fometimes called the Swallow j and it appears to have de-
rived the name Mole from working its way under ground ; for it is generally be- j 
lieved, that from the bottom of Boxhill, where it is fwallowed up, it works a paf-
fage for more than two miles to Letherhead, where it is fuppofed to fpring up 
anew j and from whence it continues its courfe northward, till it falls into the 
Thames, over againft Hampton-Court, in the county of Middlefex. It appears, 
however, to be the opinion of later writers, that the ftream of the Mole is alto-
gether loft at the Swallow, and is not the fame that rifes at Letherhead ; but rather 
that the waters iifue there from a new fpring ; and that the river formed by them 
is another river; though, from a belief of its being the fame river, it obtained the 
fame name. 

The Wey rifes not far from Alton, a market town of Hamplhire, and directing 
its courfe eaftward, enters this county at Farnham, a market town; whence it 
paifes on, in the fame direction, to Godalming, another market town ; and there 
forming an angle, it runs northward by Guilford, the county town from thence 
to Woking, a market town, and running north-eaft, empties itfelf by a double 
mouth into the river Thames, about a mile from Chertfey, a large market town 
of this county. This river is navigable to Godalming, and its navigation is of 

* great benefit to the fouth-weft parts of Surry, by fupplying the inhabitants with 
coals, and many other neceifaries, from London. 

The Wandle, or Vandal, rifes at Carihalton, near Croydon, a market town of 
this county, and running north, with a fmall but clear ftream, falls into the river 
Thames at Wandfworth, about four miles from London. 

A I R , S O I L , and N A T U R A L P R O D U C T I O N S . 

The air and foil of the middle and extreme parts of this county are very differ-
ent. TovVards the borders of the county, efpecially on the north fide, near the 
Thames, and on the fouth fide, in and near a vale, called Holmfdale, that 
ftretches for feveral miles from Darking to the county of Kent, the air is mild and 
healthy, and the foil fruitful in corn and hay, with a fine mixture of woods and fields; 
but in the heart of the county, the air is bleak; and though there are fome delight-
ful fpots, the county in general confifts of open and fandy ground, and barren 
heaths. In fome places there are long ridges of hills or downs, which afford no- . ¡. 
thing but warrens for rabbits and hares, and parks for deer j and from this difference 

in 
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in the air and foil, the county has been compared to a coarfe cloth with a fine lift. 
The air of Cottman Dean, near Darking, has been reputed the beft in England. 
It is obferved of the inhabitants of the middle parts of Surry, that they are gene-
rally of a pale complexion, refembling the natives of Picardy in France; and that 
even the cattle here are of a lighter colour than is ufually met with in any other 
part of England, which is attributed to the air and foil. Near Darking there 
grows a wild black cherry, of which a very pleafant wine is faid to be made, not 
much inferior to French claret. This county produces great quantities of box-
wood and walnut tree; and the downs, particularly Banftead Downs, which ftretch 
30 miles in length, from Croydon to Farnham, being covered with a fhort herb-
age, perfumed with thyme and juniper, the mutton here, though fmall, is re-
markably fweet. Near Reygate, a borough town, is dug up great plenty of 
fullers earth: the county in general is well provided with river fiili, and the 
Wandle is famous for plenty of fine trout. 

M A N U F A C T U R E S . 

The principal manufacture of this county is woollen cloth, particularly kerfeys. 

C I V I L and E C C L E S I A S T I C A L D I V I S I O N S . 

This county is divided into 13 hundreds, and contains 13 market towns, 
and two ancient boroughs and corporations, which have no market, making to-
gether 15 towns. It lies in the province of Canterbury, and diocefe of Winchefter, 
and has 140 pariihes. 

B O R O U G H S and M A R K E T T O W N S . 

The ancient boroughs which have no market, are Blechingley and Gatton ; and 
the market towns are Chertfey, Croydon, Darking, Epfom, Ewel, Farnham, 
Godalming, Guilford, Hailemere, Kingfton, Reygate, Southwark, and Wo-
king. 

B L E C H I N G L E Y is diftant from London 20 miles, and is an ancient borough by 
prefcription, having fent reprefentatives to parliament ever fince parliaments had a 
being in this kingdom, and yet it has no market: it is governed by a bailiff, who 
is the returning officer, and is chofen annually at the manor court. It is a fmall 
town, fituated on,a hill on the north fide of Holmfdale, with a fine profpeit into 
Suffex. It has a handfome church, that was formerly adorned with a fpire, and a 
ring of bells; but in 1706, the fpire was confumed, and the bells melted, by a 
ftorm of lightning. It has alfo a free fchool for twenty poor children, and an 
almshoufe for ten perfons. On an eminence clofe to the town, there formerly flood 
a caftle, the ruins of which" are ftill vifible ; and from the caftle-hill there is a fine 
profpeCt eaftward into Kent, and weftward into Hampiliire. 

G A T T O N is 18 miles diftant from London, and is an ancient borough by pre-
fcription, having fent members to parliament ever fince the year 145 1 , the 29th 
of king Henry the Sixth. It is governed by a conftable, who is the returning of-
ficer, and is chofen annually at the manor court. 

V. 
N n 2 , Gatton 
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Gatton is faid to have been formerly a large town, but is now a mean place, 

fituated at the bottom of a hill, with a fmall church, and without either market or 
fair. 

% 

C H E R T S E Y is 1 9 miles diftant from London, and ftands upon the bank of the 
Thames, over which it has a bridge. It has a handfome "free fchool, built by 
Sir William Perkins and a good trade in malt, which is fent in barges to Lon-
don. This town communicates its name to the hundred in which it ftands, and 
which is exempt from the jurifdi&ion of the high-iheriff, who muft dired; his 
writ to the bailiff of this hundred, an officer appointed by lettters patent from the 
exchequer for life. 

C R O Y D O N is a corruption of the ancient name Cradiden: It is ten miles and an 
half diftant from London, and 

is famous for a palace belonging to the archbifhop 
of Canterbury. Here is a church reckoned the handlomeft and largeft in the 
county: It ftands near the palace, and has feveral beautiful monuments, particu-
larly one for Dr. Grindal, archbifhop of Canterbury, with his effigy, in his epif-
copal robes, lying on his tomb; another very curious monument fdr archbifhop 
Sheldon, reckoned the fineft fepulchral monument in England and a third for 
one Mr. Tyrrel, a^grocer of London. This town has an hofpital, founded by 
archbifhop Whitgift, which is a handfome building, in the form of a college, and 
endowed for the maintenance of a warden, and twenty-eight men and women 
poor decayed houfe-keepers of this town, and of Lambeth near Southwark' 
Here 

is alio a fchool, founded by the fame benefaftor, for ten boys and ten girls,, 
who are all cloathed and taught. Here is a market-houfe, built at the expence of 
Mr. Tyrrel -the grocer, who left alfo 40 1. towards beautifying the church. This 
town is encompaffed with hills and woods, and great quantities of charcoal are 
made here, and fent to London. 

D A R K I N G ftands upon a foft fandy rock, on the bank of the river Mole, near 
the Swallow. In the rock, upon which this town is fituated, are duo- convenient 
cell 

ars. Here is a church : and on Cottman Dean, in the neighbourhood, are fome 
almshoufes. This place is famous for a meal trade it has the greateft market for 
lambs in England ; and it is remarkable for poultry, particularly for very fat 
geefe and capons, which are brought hither from Suffex. 

Boxhill, in this neighbourhood, had its name from its being planted for the' 
moil part with box trees, cut out into a great number of arbours, and formed 
into labyrinths. This hill, from whence there is a moil enchanting profped, is 
much the refort of gentry from all parts of the county. ° 5 

E P S O M ftands on the north fide of Banftead-downs, at the diftance of 1 6 miles 
from London, and has been long famous for medicinal purging waters, impreg-
nated with alum, and difcovered in 1613 . Notwithftanding°thefe waters are not 
in fuch repute as formerly, yet they are not impaired in virtue ^ and there is a fait 
extra&ed from them, which is famous all over Europe for its gentle, cooling 
purgative and purifying qualities. This is a pleafant town, furrounded with feve-
ral fine feats, meadows, orchards, and gardens. On the neighbouring downs 
there are annual horfe-races, 
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E W E L is diftant from London 1 4 miles, and is a fmall obfcure town, that con-
tains nothing worthy of note. 

F A R N H A M is fuppofed to have derived its name from the plant called Fern, with 
which this place formerly abounded. It is diftant 40 miles from London, and 
was given by Ethelbald, the Weft-Saxon king, to the fee of Winchefter; the 
bifhops of which have generally refided here in the fummer, ever fince the reign 
of king Stephen, in a caftle built by that king's brother, who was then biihop of 
Winchefter. " 

The town is governed by twelve mafters, of whom two are bailiffs, chofen an-
nually, who aft under the biihop of Winchefter, have the profits of the fairs and 
markets, and the aifize of bread and beer, and hold a court every three weeks, 
which has a power of trying and determining all attions under 40 Ihillings. 
Theie magiftrates derive all their privileges from the biihop, to whom they pay 
an acknowledgment of 12 d. a-year. 

This is a large populous town, containing many handfome houfes, and well-
paved ftreets: the caftle, which was a magnificent ftru&ure, is now much de-
cayed •, it is fortified, however, with deep moats, ftrong walls, and towers at pro-
per diftances, and has a fine park. Here is a church, a free fchool, and a charity 
fchool. A market-houfe was erefted in this town, at the charge of one Mr. 
Clark and here is one of the greateft wheat markets in England: a great quan-
tity of hops, as good as any in the kingdom, is produced in the neighbourhood 
of this place. 

G O D A L M I N G , commonly called Godliman, is a Saxon name, which fignifies 
Goda's alms, and was given to this place on its being beftowed by a lady named 
Goda, or Godiva, on fome religious houfe. 
i • i.. . . „ 2. . . . ' . . . , •• * 

It is diftant from London 34 miles, and is a corporation, governed by a war-
den, chofen annually, with eight brethren or aififtants. Here is a charity fchool 
for fifty boys ; and on a common, near the town, is an hofpital for ten old men, 
founded in the reign of queen Elizabeth by Richard Wyat, Efq; 

This is the moft eminent town in the county for the manufacture of cloth, par-
ticularly mixed and blue kerfeys; here is alio a manufacture of ftockings; the beft 
whited brown paper in England is faid to be made here; and the place is famous 
for liquorice, carrots, and peat for firing, that will bum as well as pit coal. 

G U I L F O R D ftands on the river Wey, at the diftance of 30 miles from London : 
It was a royal feat even in the time of the Saxons, and had reprefentatives in the 
firft Engliih parliament: it was incorporated by king Henry the Firft, and is go-
verned by a mayor, a recorder, feven aldermen, fixteen bailiffs, and other offi-
cers. The affizes for the county are often held here, and always the election for 

The town is large, handfome, and well built; it ftands in the road from Lon-
don to Chichefter and Portfmouth, and has many good inns. It formerly had 
three churches, one of which, Trinity-Church, being an ancient b u i l d i n g , f e l l 

down in 1740. Here is a free fchool, founded by king Edward the Sixth,° and a 
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handfome almshoufe called Trinity-hofpital, founded by George Abbot, arch-
biihop of Canterbury, and endowed by him with lands worth 300 1. a-year, for 
the maintenance of a mailer, twelve brethren, and eight fifters. It confifts of a 
handfome quadrangle, built of brick, with, a tower and four turrets over the gate. 
It has a chapel, in which are two windows well painted; and is fubjedt to the 
vifitation of the archbiiliop of Canterbury. Here alfo are two charity fchools, one 
for thirty boys, and the other for twenty girls. 

> 

This town formerly had a great manufacture of cloth, of which there are ftill 
fome remains. By the navigation of the river Wey, great quantities of timber 
and flour are fent from hence to London. In this neighbourhood is a fine circu-
lar courfe for horfe-races, which begin when the Newmarket races end : the late j. 
King William the Third left a plate of 100 guineas to be run for here every May. 
On the fouth fide of this town there is a chalky hill, called St. Catharine's hill, ^ 
from which there is a fine profped to the north and north-weft j and on this hill 
ftands a gallows, which is feen from all the (hop-doors in the high-ftreet. 

H A S L E M E R E ftands 011 the borders of Suifex, at the diftance of 41 miles from 
London, and is an ancient borough by prefcription, having fent members to par-
liament ever fince the reign of Edward the Fourth. It is governed by a bailiff, 
and is faid to have had feven parifh churches formerly, though now it has no more 
than one chapel of eafe to Chidingfold, a village about two miles to the eaft 
of it. 

K I N G S T O N , i. e. the King's Town, is a name which this place obtained from ha-
ving been the refidence of feveral Saxon kings, fome of which were crowned here. 
It was formerly called Moreford, and now K I N G S T O N UPON T H A M E S , to diftin-
guiih it from other towns in England called Kingfton. It ftands at the diftance of 
fourteen miles from London, upon the bank of the river Thames, was incor-
porated by king John, and fent members to parliament in the reigns of kings 
Edward the Second and Third. 

It is governed by a bailiff; and the fummer aifizes of the county are generally 
held here. It is a pleafant, populous, well-built town, having a church, in 
which are pictures of feveral Saxon kings, who are faid to have been crowned 
here, together with a picture of king John. This town has a free fchool, erected 
and endowed by queen Elizabeth, a charity fchool for thirty boys, who are all 
cloathed, and an almshoufe, built in 1670 by aldermen Cleave of London, and 
endowed for fix men and fix women, with 80 1. a-year. 

This town has a wooden bridge over the river Thames, confifting of twenty-
two piers, and twenty arches, which was formerly fupported by a toll, but in 
1567 was endowed with 401. a-year in land, for its fupport, upon which the 
toll was taken off. On the top of a hill, near the town, there ftands a gallows. 

Between Kingfton and Richmond there is a royal park, and one of the fineft in 
England, called New Park, and Richmond Park: it was laid out in the reign of 
Charles the Firft, and enclofed with a brick wall, faid to be eleven miles in com-
pafs, 

Richmond, 

• 
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Richmond, though not a market town, is too coniiderable to be omitted, be-
ino- the fineft village in the Britiih dominions. It was formerly called Skene, 
which fignifi.es fplendor or fhining; and was named Richmond, from having been 
the fummer refidence of king Henry the Seventh, who, before he came to the 
crown, was earl of Richmond in Normandy. 

This town extends a full mile along the bank of the Thames, and is, for the 
greateft part, fituated on a hill, with gardens declining all the way to the river's 
brink. The incomparable beauty of this place, and its healthy air, have long 
rendered it the feat of our kings, and often the nurfery of their children. King 
Edward the Third built a palace here, which was levelled to the ground by 
king Richard the Second, for no other reafon than that his queen died in it. This 
palace was, however, rebuilt by king Henry the Fifth, but with much fplendor 
by king Henry the Seventh. It was neglected from the time of queen Elizabeth, 
who died here, till the reign of king George the Second, who took much pleafure 
in it ; and not only made confiderable improvements in the park and garden, but 
purchafed feveral fine houfes upon Kew-green, adjoining to the garden, for the 
ufe of the royal family. Frederick prince of Wales made Kew-green his chief 
fummer refidence j it continues ftill to be the country feat of the princefs-dowa-
ger of Wales, as it was of his prefent majeity, while he was prince of Wales. 

At Kew there is a handfome wooden toll bridge over the Thames, which was 
finifhed in the year 1759. 

Putney, about half way between Kingfton and London, is remarkable for an-
other wooden toll bridge over the Thames. 

R E Y G A T E is a Saxon name, which fignifies the courfe or channel of a river, and 
was given to this place from its fituation upon a branch of the river Mole. It 
ftands at the diftance of 24 miles from London, in the vale of Holmfdale, and is 
lurrounded with hills. It is an ancient borough by prefcription, and is governed 
by a bailiff chofen annually at the manor court. Here is a handfome church, 
built of free-ftone, a charity fchool, and a market houfe, which was formerly a 
chapel, dedicated to St. Thomas Becket. 

S O U T I - I W A R K , being a ward or member of the city of London, and generally 
comprehended under that name, has been defcribed as part of London, in the 
account of Middlefex. 

W O K I N G is 2 4 miles diftant from London, and not being fituated in any great 
road, is very little known. Here is a neat market-houfe, built in 1665, at the 
charge of James Zouch, Efq;' 

C U R I O S I T I E S. * 

This county has few curiofities : the moft extraordinary appears to be a human A gigantic 
fkeleton, which was difcovered in the reign of Charles the Second, in the church- &eleton. 

* The curiofities and antiquities of the borough of Southwark, and parts adjacent, have been de-
fcribed among thofe of London, in the account of Middlefex. 
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yard of Wotton, about five miles from Darkwg, and which meafured nine feet 
three inches in length. 

A mortality. I n 1739, the fmall-pox carried off about 500 perfons at Godalming in three 
months, which were more than one third of the inhabitants. 

ibrinSnaI r D u l w i c h w e l l s ' o r s y d e n h ^ m wells, on the borders of Kent, about five miles 
s ' London, are famous for their purgative quality, and were formerly much 

frequented; and Stretham, about half way between London and Croydon, has a 
fine medicinal fpring, which was difcovered in 1660, and has alfo been greatly 
frequented by perfons of all ranks from London. * 

Leith-hill. Leith-hill, or Lith-hill, near Wotton, is remarkable for its extent It confiits 
of one continued, and almoft imperceptible afcent from Wotton, for near three 
miles to the fouth; and from the fummit finks, on the fouth fide, with a o-entle de 
clivity of about eight miles, as far as Horiham, a borough town of Suflex This 
is by much the higheft hill in Surry, and from the top of it may be feen in a 
clear day,_ all Surry and Suifex, parts of Hamplhire, Berkfhire, Oxfordihire Buck-
inghamihire, Hertfordlhire, Middlefex, Eifex, and Kent, and, by the help of a 
telefcope, fome part of Wiltihire ; fo that the whole circumference of the view is 
thought to be near 260 miles. 

A N T I Q U I T I E S . 

Ancient in- This county is part of the territory, which, in the time of the Romans, was in-
habitants. habited by the Regm, a people mentioned in the account of Hamplhire. 

Under the Saxon heptarchy, Surry belonged to the kingdom of the South 
Saxons which, after a ihort fucceffion of kings, was fubdued, and became a pro-
vince of the kingdom of the Weft Saxons. F 

Roman anti- One of the moft confiderable remains of Roman antiquities in this countv is the 
qumes. famous military way, called Stone-ftreet, which is yet vifible in many places 

ihis caufeway paifes through the church-yard of Darking, and is plainly traced 
from thence for more than two miles fouth of Okeley. It confifts chiefly of flint 
itones and pebbles, and is near thirty feet broad, and five feet deep. 

At Cowey-ftakes, near Chest fey, Julius Casfar paifed the river Thames from 
the fouth, and entered the territories of Caffivelanus: this being the only oart 
of tne river that was formerly fordable, the Britons encamped on the north bank 
with a dejign to guard the paffage j both the banks were fenced with iharn-
pointed ftakes, driven into the ground, and the ford fecured by the like ftakes' 
under water: Several of thofc ftakes were vifible here in the time of Bede the hi 
ftorian, who had leen them, and teftifies, that each ftake was as thick as a man's 
thigh, and fo fecured with ead in the bottom of the river, that it remained im-
moveable. From thofe ftakes the place derives its name. 

At Walton, near Cowey-ftakes, are the remains of a Roman camp, of about 
twelve acres, with a rampart and trench. 1 

Near 
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Near Albury, about half way between Guilford and Darking, is the platform 
of a Roman temple; and fome Roman tiles, of an o&agon figure, are to this day-
found in the rubbifh. 

At Comb-Nevil, near Kingfton, feveral Roman medals, coins and urns have 
been dug up. This place was called Nevil, from having been the feat of Richard 
Nevil, the famous earl of Warwick, who, from depofing and letting up Henry 
the Sixth and Edward the Fourth, was called the king maker. 

At Woodcote, near Croydon, are the remains of an ancient town, with feveral 
wells, built of little pieces of flints, fuppofed to be the Roman city which Ptole-
my calls Noiomagus, and Antoninus Noviomagus. 

On the top of a hill near this place, called Bottle-hill, are the remains of a 
fquare Roman camp, with a fingle rampart; and on the top of a neighbouring 
hill are the traces of another Roman camp. 

Gatton is fuppofed to have been known to the Romans, from feveral Roman 
coins, and other antiquities, that have been difcovered there. 

Near Wimbleton, about three or four miles north-eaft of Kingfton upon Saxon anti-
Thames, there is a military work, called Benfbury, of an orbicular form, where (luuies-
Cheaulin, king of the Weft Saxons, fought and defeated one of the Kentifh gene-
rals, in the firft battle of the Saxons among themfelves. 

Effingham, a fmall village north-weft of Darking, was anciently a town of note, 
and is faid to have had fixteen parifh churches in it: the foundations of buildings 
are often difcovered in the neighbourhood. 

At Reygate are the remains of a caftle, which was built in the time of the 
Saxons; particularly a long vault, in one end of which is a room large enough to 
hold 500 perfons; and it is faid, that in this room the barons, who took up arms 
againft king John, had their private meetings. 

At Guilford are the ruins of a caftle built by the Saxons; and near this town 
are two round hillocks, called Robin Hood's butts, which are fuppofed to be the 
burying places of fome perfons killed here in battle. 

Okely church-yard is remarkable for rofe bufhes planted at the head of feveral Ancient 
graves, in conformity to an ancient cuftom obferved here among lovers; for ifcuftoms. 
either of any two lovers dies before marriage, the furvivor plants a rofe tree at the 
head of the deceafed's grave ; and fome are at the expence of keeping up fuch trees 
for many years. This pradlice is fuppofed to have been derived from the ancient 
Greeks and Romans, who, according to Anacreon and Ovid, imagined that rofes, 
planted or ftrewed upon the graves of the dead, perfumed and protected their 
alhes. There was a caftle here formerly, of which the moat and mole of the keep 
are ftill to be feen near the church. 

T h e manor of Cattefhall, near Godalming, was anciently held by the tenure of 
maintaining the king's laundreifes, who being called in ancient deeds by the Latin 
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word meretrices, fome writers have been fo miftaken, as to affert, that the lord of 

held his eftate by being feijeant of the king's concubines There are in-
to^ fome other lands in this county, which were held by the fame tenure in 
the years 1234 and 1254. 

Petersham a pleafant village near Richmond and the bank of the Thames, ap-
pears from feveral records, to be a more ancient town than Kingfton ; and formerly 
no per ion could be arretted in it, and no officer was permitted to come through it 
with any perfon in his cuftody whom he had arretted elfewhere. 

An Old bell At Eiher, north-weft of Ewel, there is a church with a fteeple in which is a 
A - brought by S i r F r a n c i s Drake, in the reign of queen Elizabeth, as part of 

the fpoils of the iiland of St. Domingo in the Weft Indies. The diameter of this 
bell, at the lower extremity, is upwards of two feet. 

E C C L E S I A S T I C A L A N T I Q U I T I E S . 

At Chertfey E r k e n w a l d , afterwards biihop of London, about the year 666, 
beo-an an abbe'y, which was finiihed, and chiefly endowed, by Frithwald earl of 
Surry under Wolphere king ofMercia-, but this abbey being burnt to the 
Ground and the abbat and ninety monks killed, by the Danes, it was refounded 

' by kin<y Edgar, and dedicated to St. Peter v it was of the Benedictine order, and 
valued f upon the diffolution, at 659 1. 15. s. 8 d. per annum. 

At Towtonbeck, fome miles eaft of Kingfton upon Thames, there was an alien 
•miofy of Black monks, cell to the abbey of Bee in Normandy, which is fuppofed 
to have been founded by Richard, Earl of Clare, in the time of king William the 
Conqueror, or his fon William Rufus i but in the year 1464,, the fifth of Edward 
the Fourth, the efta-tes of this priory were procured by John earl of Worcefter, 
and by him fettled on a fraternity which he had inftituted in the church of Allhal-
lows Barking, near the tower of London. 

^t Martin, fouth-eaft of Kingfton, king Henry the Firft, in 1 1 2 1 , founded a 
priory of Canons regular,, of the order of St. Auftin, dedicated to the Virgin 
Mary, which, on the diffolution, had revenues of 957 i. 19 s. 5 d. a-year. 

At Waverley, fouth eaft of Farnham, William Giffard, biihop of Winchefter, 
in 1 128 , founded the firft houfe which the monks of the Ciftertian order had in 

' Eno-land. This abbey was dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and had in it, about 
the°time of the diffolution,. thirteen religious, who were endowed with 1961. 13 s.. 
i-1 d. per annum, 

At Sandon, near Kingfton, there was an hofpital or priory founded by Robert 
de Waterville, in the beginning of the reign of king Henry the Second. It was. 
dedicated to the Holy Spirit-, but before the year 1436, the fourteenth of king 
Henry the Sixth, was united to the hofpital of St. Thomas, in the borough of 
Southw.ark, 

At Eaft-Boriley, north-eaft of Guilford,, there was a priory of Black nuns, be-
fore the reign; of Richard the Firft.. 
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At Albury, near Guilford, there were a church and priory of Black canons, 
founded by Ruald de Calva and Beatrix de Sandes, his wife, before the reign 
of Richard the Firft. It was dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and St. Thomas 
of Canterbury, and endowed, on the diiTolution, with 258 1. 1 1 s. 1 1 d. per an-
num. 

At Tanridge, feveral miles eaft of Reygate, near the borders of Kent, there 
was' an hofpital for three priefts and feveral poor brethren, or a priory of Auftin 
canons, founded in the time of Richard the Firft, dedicated to St. James, and 
valued, upon the diiTolution, at 78 1. 6 s. 10 d. per annum. 

At Reygate there was a fmall monaftery, confifting of a prior and a few regu-
lar canons, fuppofed to have been founded about the year 1245, by William de 
Warren, earl of Surry. It was dedicated to the Virgin Mary and the Holy Crofs, 
and valued, about the time of the diiTolution, at 77 1. 14 s. 1 1 d. per annum. 

The mailer and brethren of the bridge at Kingfton are mentioned in fome re-
cords, dated in the beginning of the reign of king Henry the Third. 1 t 

JohnLovekin, lord mayor of London, in the years 1348, 1358, 1365, and 
1366, built a chapel here, d e d i c a t e d to St. Mary Magdalen, with an hofpital ad-

joining, which he endowed for a mailer, two priefts, and certain poor men. 

At Maiden, fouth of Kingfton, Walter de Merton, the founder of Merton 
College in Oxford, about the year 1263, founded a college for three priefts and 
twenty fcholars; but a few years afterwards it was united to Merton college in 
Oxford. 

At Langley, near Guilford, queen Eleanor, wife of king Henry the Third, 
founded a houfe of friars preachers. 

At Richmond king Edward the Second fettled a convent of twenty-four Car-
melite friars, and allowed them 120 marks yearly for their maintenance. 

In or near this town king Henry the Fifth, in the year 14 14 , founded a priory 
for forty Carthufian monks, dedicated to our Saviour, and endowed, upon the 
diiTolution, with revenues valued at 777 1. 12 s. per annum. 

Here was a convent built near the royal palace, by king Henry the Seventh, 
for obfervant friars, about the year 1499, 

At Hourne, fouth-eaft of Reygate, Mary de St. Paul, countefs of Pembroke, 
in the year 1345, had the licence of king Edward the Third to build and endow 
a houfe for Carthufian monks, but it does not appear to have ever been finiihed. 

At Lingfield, fouth-eaft of Hourne, a collegiate church, confifting of a pro-
voft, chaplains and clerks, was founded in the beginning of the reign of king 
Henry the Sixth, by Reginald lord of Cobham. It was dedicated to St. Peter, 
and valued, upon the diiTolution, at 79 1. 15 s. 10 d, per annum. 

O o 2 At 

I .v , J B p >• •„• 

I: ..v '• •'.• ..' . -



s U R R Y. 
At Croydon, an almshoufe or hofpital is faid to have been founded in the year 

1444, the 23d of king Henry the Sixth, by Elias Davy, citizen and mereer of 
London. 

At Cookham, eaft of Guilford, there was an hofpital dedicated to St. Anthony. 

M E M B E R S of P A R L I A M E N T for this C O U N T Y . 

This county fends fourteen members to parliament, two knights of the fhire 
for the county, and two members for each of the following boroughs, Gatton, 
Hailemere,. Blechingly, Reygate, Guilford, and Southwark. 

j 
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S U S S E X. 
N A M E . . 

SU S S E X IS a corruption or contra&ion of the ancient Saxon name Su&-
yex, which iigniiies the Country of thi South Saxons. 

B O U N D A R I E S , E X T E N T and S I T U A T I O N . 

This county is bounded on the north by Surry; on the eaft and north-eaft by 
Kent; on the fouth by the Britiih Channel, and on the weft by Hampihire. It 
extends in length, from eaft to weft, 65- miles, from north to fouth 29 miles, and 
is 170 miles in circumference Cuckfield, a market town,, near the middle of it„ 
is diftant 4.0 miles fouth-weft of London.. 

R I V E R S. 

The principal rivers in this county are the Arun, the Adur, the Oufe, and the 
Rother. The Arun rifes in a foreft called St. Leonard's Foreft, near Horiham, 
a borough town of this county, and running a few miles weftward, turns due 
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fouth, and paiTing by Arundel, a borough town, falls into the Britiih Channel 
about three miles fouth of it. This river, by an aft of parliament paired in 1733 , 
had a new outlet cut for it, in order to improve its navigation, and now it carries 
ihips of about an hundred tons burden, as high as Arundel. 

The Adur, which is fometimes called the Beeding, rifes alfo in St. Leonard's 
Foreft, and running almoft parallel to the Arun, paifes by Stening, a borough 
town, and Bramber, another borough town, from whence it is likewife called 
Bramber Water: it difcharges itfelf into the Britiih Channel at New-Shoreham, a 

• borough town. 

The Oufe is chiefly formed of two branches, one rifing in the foreft of St. 
Leonard, near the fpring of the Adur, and the other in the foreft of Worth, north 
of Cuckfield; and thefe two ftreams uniting not far from Cuckfield, run fouth 
by Lewes, a very confiderable borough town, and falling into the Britiih Chan-
nel, form a harbour, called Newhaven, about feven or eight miles fouth of Lewes. 

The Rother rifes at Rotherfield, fouth-eaft of Eaft Grinfted, a borough town, | 
and running eaftward, divides into two ftreams upon the borders of Kent, and 
uniting again, forms an ifland, called Oxney Ifland, and falls into the Britiih 
Channel near Rye, one of the cinque ports. 

Other lefs confiderable rivers in this county are the Lavant, the Cuckmeer, the 
Afhbum, and the Aften, all which, as well as the rivers, whofe courfes have been 
defcribed, are confined within the limits of Suffex. 

. 

It is obfervable of the rivers of this county, that not one of them will admit a 
veffel of 500 tons; and indeed there are very few good ports in the county, for 
the fhore is rocky, and there are many fhelves and fand banks, which the fouth-
weft winds, fo common upon this coaft in the winter, are continually augmenting. 

A I R , S O I L , and N A T U R A L P R O D U C T I O N S . 

The air of this county, along the fea coaft, is aguifh to ftrangers, but the in-
habitants are in general very healthy. In the north part of the county, border-
ing upon Kent and Surry, or in the Woody tra6l of the three counties, called the 

• Weald, or WTild, which is faid to be 120 miles long, and in fome parts thirty 
broad, the air is foggy, but not unhealthy and upon the Downs, in the middle 
of the county, it is exceeding fweet and pure. 

In the Weald of Suffex the foil is rich and deep, and produces great abundance 
of oats and hops but the roads are the worft in England, for many of the large 
trees, which are carried through this part of the county in the fummer time to 
the river Medway, in Kent, on a carriage called a tug, drawn generally by twenty 
oxen, are often dropped upon the road, which is otherwife frequently choaked 
up by tugs, and remain there perhaps for years. The north of Suffex is for the 
moft part covered with woods, which chiefly fupply the navy docks with timber, 
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and the iron works in this county with fuel, and from which vaft quantities of 
charcoal are made. 

The middle part of the county is delightfully chequered with meadows, pas-
tures, groves, and corn fields, that produce wheat and barley j and in the fouth 
part, towards the fea, are high hills* called the South Downs, confifting of a fat 
chalky foil, very fruitful both in corn and grafs, and feeding vail multitudes of 
iheep,' remarkable for very fine wool. 

In the Weald of Suffex is found the mineral called talc > and in the eaftern 
parts of the county, towards the borders of Kent, is dug great plenty of iron ore j 
and here are many forges, furnaces, and water mills, both for eaft and wrought 
iron: and though the iron found in this county is faid to be brittle, yet cannons 
are frequently eaft with it. 

Suffex is particularly famous for a delicious bird, called the Wheat-ear, perhaps 
from its being moft in feafon about the time that the wheat is ripe : it is about 
the fize of a lark, and very fat. In the river Arun are caught vaft quantities of 
mullets, which in the fummer feafon come up from the fea as far as Arundel, in 
great ihoals, and feed upon a particular weed here, which gives them a high and 
lufcious tafte, that render them a great delicacy. This river is alfo famous for 
trout and eel. Near the city of Chichefter are found the fineft lobfters in Eng-
land. At Selfey, fouth-eaft of Chichefter, a fort of cockle is found in great plenty, 
which is much admired; and the mackarel and herrings, taken in their feafons at 
Rye, are reckoned the beft of their kind. 

M A N U F A C T U R E S . 

The principal manufactures of this county are eaft and wrought iron ; and the 
beft gunpowder in the world is faid to be made at a market town called Battel. 

C I V I L and E C C L E S I A S T I C A L D I V I S I O N S . 

The moft general divifion of Suffex is into fix rapes, a divifion peculiar to this 
county and thefe rapes, each of which is faid to have had its particular caftle, 
river, and foreft, is fubdivided into fixty-five hundreds. In this county are one 
city, two ancient boroughs and corporations, which, like thofe of Surry, have no 
market, and fixteen market towns. It lies in the province of Canterbury and 
diocefe of Chichefter, and contains 342 parifhes. 

C I T Y , B O R O U G H S , and M A R K E T T O W N S. 

The city is Chichefter; the ancient boroughs which have no market, are Bram-
ber and Seaford; and the market towns are Arundel, Battel, Brighthelmfton, 
Cuckfteld, Grinfted Eaft, Haftings, Haylfham, Horfham, Lewes, Midhurft.,, 
Petworth, Rye, Shoreham New, Stening, Terring, and Winchelfea. 

C H I C H E S T E R is derived from the Saxon name Cippan-ceapre-p, which fignifies 
the City of Ciffa3 and was thus called from Ciifa, the fecond king of the South 

Faxons,, 
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Saxons, who rebuilt it after it had been deftroyed by fome Saxon and Norwegian, 
pirates, and made it the royal refidence, and the capital of his kingdom. 

Tin's city is 63 miles from London, and has been the fee of a biihop ever 
fmce the time of William the Conqueror. It is a county of itfelf, and is go-
verned under a charter of king James the Second, by a mayor, a recorder, al-
dermen, and common-council, without limitation. The mayor is chofen annu-
ally, and is attended by four ferjeants at mace, and a crier; and four of the al-
dermen are juft-ices of the peace. 

Chichefter is furrounded by the river Lavant on every fide but the north, and 
is a neat compact city, inclofed by a ftone wall, with four gates, anfwering to 
the four points, eaft, weft, north, and fouth. From each of thefe gates there is 
a ftreet, which is denominated from its gate, and terminates in the market place, 
which is the center of the city, and is adorned with a ftone piazza. In the middle 
is a ftately crofs, erected by biihop Edward Story, about the beginning of the 
fixteenth century. The ftreets in general are broad, and the houfes uniform and 
well built. 

. Here is a cathedral and five pariih churches. The cathedral was founded by 
biihop Ralph, before the year n o o , but being burnt down in the year 1 1 1 4 , 
before it was finiihed, he began another, which was compleated by his fuccef-
fors. This fecond cathedral, with moft part of the city, was burnt in the reign 
of Richard the Firft, but biihop Selfrid reftored both. This church, which is 
dedicated to the Virgin Mary, is a neat, though fmall building, and is adorned 
with a fpire, ^nuch admired for its ftrength and curious workmanihip. 

The chapter of this cathedral confifts of a dean, thirty-one prebendaries, two 
archdeacons, a treafurer, a chancellor, a chantor, and twelve vicars choral,' with 
other officers. Here is a biihop's palace, lately rebuilt, which is rather large than 
fine, and which, with the cathedral, and houfes of the prebendaries, takes up all 
that quarter of the city between the weft and iouth gates. 

_ Chichefter has a guildhall, though it is but a mean ftructure, and two cha-
rity fchools, one for forty-two boys, and the other for twenty girls, who are 
taught and cloathed. The river is not deep enough near the city to make a good 
harbour; but here is fome foreign trade-, and a collector, with other officers of the 
cuftoms, at Dell Key, a fmall harbour, about four miles from the fea, where vef-
fels come in at high water, and go out with wheat, flour, timber and coals, for 
London and other ports. ' 

Here is a great corn market, and one of the greateft catde markets in Eng-
land. Prodigious quantities of malt are made in this place; and its chief manu-
facture is needles. 

Near this city are feveral villas of the nobility and gentry, which command a 
delightful profpect of the fea and the neighbouring country. 

B R A M B E R is 45 miles diftant from London, and is an ancient borough by 
prefcription, governed by a conftable, chofen annually by a jury at the court leet. 

It 
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It is feparated into two parts: the north part joins to Stening, confifts of poor 
mean buildings, and is half a mile diftant from the fouth divifion of the town, 
which is diftinguiihed by the name of Bramber-Street. Bramber was joined with 
Stening in the writs for ele&ing burgeffes to parliament from the year 1298, the 
twenty-fixth of Edward the Firft, to the year 1472, the twelfth of Edward the 
Fourth ; but they have ever fince ele&ed as two different boroughs i however the 
cuftoms of the borough of Bramber are the fame with thofe of Stening. 

Here is a church, but neither fair or market. 

S E A F O R D is 55 miles diftant from London, and is a cinque port, incorporated 
by king Henry the Eighth, and governed by a bailiff and jurats the bailiff, 
either by himfelf or deputy, holds a court every fortnight. This is a fmall hill-
ing town, built of ftone and flate, and defended by a convenient fort. It has a 
charity fchool, but no market. 

A R U N D E L is fo called from its fituation in a dale or valley, upon the bank of 
the Arun. It is 55 miles diftant from London, is a borough by prefcription, 
having fent members to parliament ever fince the thirtieth year of king Edward 
the Firft, and is fo ancient as to be mentioned in king Alfred's will. It is governed 
under a charter of queen Elizabeth, by a mayor, twelve burgeffes, a fteward, 
and other officers. The mayor is chofen annually, he is judge at a court-leet of 
the lord of the manor, which is held every three weeks he appoints colle&ors of 
the package and ftallage, aleconners, and flefh-tafters. No writ can be executed 
within the borough without his permiffion and he has the authority of a juftice 
of the peace, though he feldom executes the office. 

This town is pleafantly fituated on the fide of a hill, and has an ancient caftle, 
faid to be a mile in compafs, and to have been built in the time of the Saxons. 
The caftle was conferred by William the Conqueror on Roger de Montgomery, 
who repaired it, and was created by the Conqueror earl of Arundel and Shrewf-
bury •, but he took his title from Arundel Caftle, where he refided ; and his fuc-
ceffors long enjoyed it as a local dignity, together with the caftle, but the title 
being difputed, it was declared by ad of parliament in the reign of king Henry 
the Sixth, that all perfons who had been, or fhould be poffeffed of the caftle and 
honour of Arundel, were, and fhould be, earls of the fame, without any other 
creation ; and the title, manor, and caftle, ftill continue infeparable. 

Here is a church, dedicated to St. Nicholas, which was formerly collegiate i 
and a good wooden bridge over the river. 

B A T T E L was anciently called Epiton, and derives its prefent name from the 
battle in which William the Norman defeated king Harold, and obtained the 
crown of England. This battle was fought in a field called Heathiield, near this 
town Heathfield is alio near Haftings, and the battle is therefore fometimes cal-
led the battle of Haftings. 

This town is 57 miles from London, and is reckoned unhealthy from its low 
and dirty fituation. Here is a church, the incumbent of which is called the dean 
of Battel, and a charity fchool for forty boys. Near the town is a hill, with a 
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beacon on it, thence called Beacon-hill, but the old name was Standard-hill, from 
having been the place where William the Conqueror firft let up his ftandard of 
defiance, the day before the battle of Haitings. 

B R I G H T H E L M S T O N ftands at the diftance of 50 miles from London, upon a~ bay 
of the fea, in which there is good anchorage. It is a large populous old town, 
thiefly inhabited by fifhermen, who often go from henee to Yarmouth fifhing 
fair, on the coaft of Norfolk, and let themfelves out for the feafon, to catch her-
rings. It is incloled by a wall, fourteen or fifteen feet high, in which are four-
gates, built of free-ftone by queen Elizabeth v and it is fortified on the fide that 
faces the fea by another wall, in which are many port holes for cannon. It has 
feven ftreets, and many lanes-, and a church, which ftands without the town. 
Here are two public rooms, one of which is as elegant and convenient a building 
as any of the kind in England. Here are alfo a free fchool, and two confiderable-
charity fchools, one for fifty boys, and another for twenty girls j and a town hall, 
with a dungeon under it*. 

V ' 1 

The French have feveral times attempted to deftroy this town, but its fituation. 
being low* their cannon balls ufually went over it. The place has fuffered chiefly 
by inundations, which in the fpace of forty years has deftroyed upwards of 130 
tenements and it is much to be feared, that the whole town will in time be 
fwallowed up, by the continual encroachments of the fea*. 

Many fmall barks are built here for the merchants of London and other ports 1 
and great flocks of fheep are fed on the neighbouring hills, the wool of which is. 
£ud tor be the fineft in England,. 

. . . . . . . ^ , . r .< • • • -. • , 

The advantage of the fituation of Brighthelmfton, which is healthy, dry, open,, 
and finely diverfified with hills and vallies, has within thefe few years occafioned 
a great refort of the principal gentry of the fouthern parts of England to this* 
place, and engaged many of them to a iiimmer refidence here : but of later date,. 
Brighthelmfton is become the peculiar refort. of valetudinarians,, for bathing in, 
the fea, the water of which, in this place,, is faid to contain more fait than the fea. 
water of any other port in E n g l a n d t h e bay here is befides open and expofed. 
to the fea,. free from ooze or filth of any kind, and. the beach is a clean, travel 
and fand, with a graduaLdefcent.. 

Here alfo has been, difcovered fome. years ago, a. mineral fpring, the water ofr 
which, in the lummer of the year 1760, began to be much drank upon the fpot.. 
It is found to depofite an ochrous fediment, and a courfe of it judicioufly varieciv 
is fuppofed to reftore infirm habits.. 

C U C K F I E L D is a fmall town,, that contains nothing worthy of note. 

E A S T G R I N S T E D is fo called to diftinguifh it from another town of'.the fame 
.same in this county, called Weft Grinjled, about ten miles fouth-weft of it. It-
is diftant 29 miles from London, and is a borough by prefcription, having fent 
burgeifes to parliament ever fince the year 1.307, the firft year of the reign of 
Edward the Second. It is governed by a bailiff, chofen by a jury of burgage-
holdeiSj. at the court-leet.. The bailiff is the returning, officer for its. members&in 

parliar-
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parliament, who are elected by about thirty-five burgage-holders. This is the 
place where the county affizes are generally held; and here is an hofpital, built 
in the reign of king James the Firft, by Robert Sackville, earl of Dorfet, who 
endowed it with 330I. a-year, for the maintenance of thirty-one poor perfons of 
this town. 

H A S T I N G S is fuppofed to have derived its name from one Hafiing, a Danifh pi-
rate, who generally built a fmall fort wherever he landed to pillage, in order to 
cover his men and fecure his retreat. 

This town is 62 miles diftant from London, had a mint in the reign of king 
Athelftan, and is the chief of the cinque ports, the inftitution of which has been 
mentioned in the account of Kent. It had charters from Edward the Confeifor, 
William the Firft and Second, Henry the Second, Richard the Firft, Henry the 
Third, Edward the Firft, and Charles the Second, and is governed by a mayor, 
jurats, and commonalty: the corporation is exempted from toll, and has power 
to hold courts of judicature in capital cafes. 

The town lies between two high cliffs, one on the fea, and another on the 
land fide. It has fome handfome houfes, and confifts chiefly of two ftreets, in 
each of which there is a parifh church. It has two charity fchools, for teaching 
two or three hundred children, and a cuftom-houfe, with cuftom-houfe officers. 
The harbour is but indifferent, though great fums of money have been laid out to 
make it a good one. 

Great quantities of fifh are taken upon this coaft, and fent to London. 

H A Y L S H A M is a fmall town, 53 miles from London, and contains nothing 
worthy of note. 

H O R S H A M derives its name from Horfa, brother of Hengift the Saxon, who 
probably had his refidence here. It is 35 miles from London, and is a borough 
by prefcription, governed by two bailiffs, chofen yearly at the court-leet. The 
county affizes are generally held here; and here is the county gaol. 

This is one of the largeft towns in Suffex-, it has a very fine church, and a 
well-endowed free fchool. 

Vaft numbers of poultry are bought up at the market of this place for London 
and in the neighbourhood is a quarry of very good ftone. 

L E W E S is diftant 50 miles from London. King Athelftan appointed two mint-
houfes in it, and in the reign of king Edward the Confeifor it had 127 bur-
geffes. It is a borough by prefcription, governed by two eonftables, chofen 
yearly at the court-leet. 

This town is fituated in an open country, on the edge of the South Downs. It 
is a pleafant place, and one of the largeft and moft populous towns in the county. 
It was formerly fortified with a eaille and walls, of which there are ftill fome re-
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mains : it has two large fuburbs, one called Southover, on the weft fide of the 
town and the other called Cliff, from its fituation on a chalky hill, on the eaft 
fide of the river Oufe. The ftreets are handfome, and here are fix parifh chur-
ches, and a charity fchool for twenty boys, who are taught, cloathed and 
maintained. 

In the neighbourhood of this town there are horfe races almoft every fummer, 
for the king's plate of iool. The roads hereabout are deep and dirty, but the 
foil is the richeft in this part of England. 

From a windmill, near Lewes, there is a profpett, which for its extent is 
fcarce to be equalled in Europe. 

M I D H U R S T is a Saxon name, which fignifies Middlewood. This town is 52 
miles diftant from London, and is a borough by prefcription, governed by a bai-
liff, chofen annually by a jury at the court-leet. It has fent members to parlia-
ment ever fince the year 1 3 1 1 , the fourth of king Edward the Second, and is a 
pretty large town, pleafantly fituated on a hill, furrounded with feveral other 
hills. 

F E T W O R T H is 46 miles diftant from London, and is a large, populous, hand-
fome town, fituated on a fine dry afcent, in a healthy air. Here is a church, the 
reftory of which is the richeft in the county, and is faid to be worth feven hun-
dred pounds a-year. 

In the neighbourhood of this town are many handfome feats, particularly a 
magnificent palace, which belonged lately to Algernoon, duke of Somerfet. The 
front is of free-ftone, and adorned on the top with ftatues: the great ftairs and 
apartments are magnificent; the office-houfes are very commodious, and there is 
one vault near 400 feet in length. 

RYE is diftant from London 64 miles, and is an appendage to the cinque port 
of Haftings: it enjoys the fame privilege with other cinque ports, and has fent 
members to parliament ever fince the year 1368, the forty-fecond of Edward the 
Third. The corporation, which is only by prefcription, confifts of a mayor, 
twelve jurats, and the freemen. The mayor is chofen out of the jurats, and when 
there is a vacancy in the jurats, it is filled up by the mayor, with confent of the 
other jurats, on the day of his election, or at the general yearly feifions. 

This town is a peninfula, wafhed on the weft and fouth by theiea, and on the 
eaft by the river Rother ; and over that branch of the fea which is on the fouth 
fide of the town, called Tillingham-water, there formerly was a ferry, but now 
a bridge. 

- I 
Rye ftands on the fide of a hill, with a delightful profped of the fea. It is a 

populous town, and in the reign of Edward the Third was walled and fortified, 
by'William D'Ypres, earl of Kent, ofwhofe name there is a tower yet ftanding, 
which is the town gaol; and fome remains of the old walls are ftill vifible. The 
houfes are well built, and of brick. Here is one' of the largeft parifh churches 
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in England, a free grammar fchool, ereited and endowed in 1644, by Mr. Pea-
cock, one of the jurats, and a charity fchool, for teaching and maintaining thirty 
children. There is a fmall fettlement of French refugees in this town, who are 
for the moft part fiihermen, and have a minifter of their own, paid by the arch-
bifhop of Canterbury. 

This place formerly had one of the moft confiderable harbours between Portf-
mouth and Dover, but it was for a confiderable time paft fo choaked up with 
fand, that the fmalleft veifel could fcarce enter it ; and a confiderable part of the 
harbour, gained from the fea, was turned into arable land: however, in 1 76 1 , 
an aft of parliament paffed for making a commodious harbour in this place ; and 
on Wednefday, the 14th of July 1762, this new harbour was opened, where vef-
fels of 300 tons burden and upwards, may ride with the greateft fafety. 

Here is a ftore-houfe for planks, hops, and other merchandize, which was for-
merly a church that belonged to a monaftery, and is ftill called the Friary. The 
trade of this place is in hops, wool, timber, kettles, cannon, chimney backs, 
and all forts of fifh. The town is well fupplied with water by pipes, from two 
hills in the neighbourhood. 

N E W S H O R E H A M is 5 5 miles from London, and took its rife from the decay 
of Old Shoreham, now a fmall village north-weft of it. This is a borough by pre-
fcription, having fent members to parliament ever fince the year 1298, the twenty-
fixth of Edward the Firft, and is governed by two conftables. Though moft of 

/ this town has been wafhed away by the fea, it is ftill a large populous place: it 
has a parifh church, which was formerly collegiate, and a good harbour for vef-
fels of confiderable burden : many fhips are built here, both for war and trade5 
and here is a collector and other officers of the cuftoms. 

S T E N I N G , or S T E Y N T N G , is a poor little town, adjoining to Bramber, with fcarce 
two hundred families in it, though it is faid to have been formerly a very large 
town, and a county of itfelf. It is however an ancient borough by prefcription, 
and is governed by a conftable, who is the returning officer, and is chofen an-
nually at the court-leet. 

• . - sir, 

This town is fituated in a fine air, and has a free grammar fchool, founded 
about the middle of the laft century, by Mr. Holland, a tradelman of this place. 
Here is a fair at Michaelmas for Welch cattle, fheep, hogs, and horfes, which 
is reckoned one of the greateft in Suffex ; and in the neighbourhood are frequent 
horfe races. 

T E R R I N G is diftant 4 7 miles from London, and has a charity fchool. 

W I N C F I E L S E A is a Saxon name, which fignifies a place fituated in an angle, al~ 
moft furrounded by the fea, and refers to the fituation of this town. It is 71 miles 
from London, and is one of the cinque ports, built in the reign of king Edward 
the Firft, when an older town of the fame name, two or three miles to the 
fouth-eaft, which had eighteen parifhes, was fwallowed up by the lea in a tern-
peft. It is governed by a mayor and three jurats, and its reprefentatives in par-
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liamcnt are chofen by the freemen, in number about forty, and returned by the 
mayor. 

This town was fcarce finiihed before it was deferted by the fea, after which it 
loft all its trade, and in time its market. There now remains little more than 
the ikeleton of a town : it was furrounded with walls ; the ftone work of three of 
its gates is ftill {landing ; and in many parts of what- was once the -town of Win-
chellea, are fine ftone arched vaults, and other ruins of ancient ftrudtures. The 
ftreets are now almoft all turned into corn fields or pafture grounds; and of three 
pariih churches there remains only the chancel of one, which is ufed for divine 
fervice; Upon the level relinquished by the fea, appear the veftiges of a caftle, 
built by king Henry the Eighth. 

C U R I O S I T I E S . 

An extraordi- Among the few natural curiofities of this county, may be reckoned the ftream 
iiary ftream. Gf t j i e Lavant, which is fometimes very low, even in the winter, when other ri-

vers are at their greateft height; and yet at other times, is ready to overflow 
its channel. 

A mineral At Selfcomb, north-eaft of Battel, is a chalybeat fpring, as highly impregnated 
fpring. as thofe at Tunbridge in Kent. 

Beachyhead. Beachyhead, thus called from an adjacent beach, fouth-weft of Haftings, is 
reckoned the higheft cliff of all the fouth coaft of England, for it projects over 
the beach to a greater perpendicular height, than the Monument at London. 
Hares clofely purfued, have tumbled over the edge of this precipice, with a hound 
or two after them, and have been dafhed to pieces» The beach underneath, 
upon which, in ftormy weather, many ihips have been loft, has feveral large ca-
verns made in it by the fea. 

Extraordi- Somewhere in this county lived John Palmer, Efq-, whofe wife, being fourteen 
nary births, days in labour, was on Whitfunday delivered of a fon on the Sunday after, be-

ing Trinity Sunday, fhe was delivered of another fon, and on the Sunday follow-
ing of a third fon : the firft was named John, the fecond Henry, and the third 
Thomas they all lived to be men, and were all three knighted for their valour, 
but when they lived does not appear, 

Mrs. King, an inhabitant of Stening, was in 1 7 10 delivered of four children, 
two boys and two girls, at one birth, and all the four lived. 

Mr. John Selden, the famous lawyer and antiquary, was born at Terring in 
this county. . _ . 

I 
A N T I Q U I T I E S , 

Ancient inha- This county under the Romans was part of the territory of the RegnL In the 
touts. ' time of the Saxon hept.archy it conftituted the principal part of the kingdom of 

the 
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die South Saxons and upon the fall of that monarchy it became fubjed to the 
kingdom of Mercia. 

.The famous military way of the Romans, called Stone-ftreet, has been traced Stone-iheet; 
©uc of Surry through this county to Arundel ; and at Billinghurft, fouth-weft of 
Horfham, there are noble remains of it. 

The port of New Shoreham, or the mouth of the river Adur, is generally fup- portns 4dnr-
pofed to have been the Portus Adurni of the Romans 5 and the town of Mid- ™ and M i d * , 
hurft is believed to have been the Roman Midae. 

In the year 1 7 2 . 3 , a ftone was dug up at Chichefter, with an infcription, which,. Foundation 
though fomething defaced, plainly intimated that it was the foundation ftone of ftone of a Ro-
a temple erefted here in the reign of the emperor Claudius, and dedicated to man temple; 
Neptune and Minerva^ 

In this city there have been found, at different times* a great number of Roman Roman coins-
coins. In rebuilding the bifhop's palace in 1727, the workmen dug up feveral an- and pave-
eient c o i n s a n d in the garden was diicovered a curious piece of Roman pavement. ment-

On the weft fide of the- city of Chichefter is a large Roman camp,- called the Roman 
Brill. It is an oblong lquare,, being above half a mile in length, and a quarter of camps, 
a mile in breadth. It lies in a flat low ground, with a great rampart and a fingje 
graff, and is generally thought to have been the firft camp of the emperor Vefpa-
fian, after landing in Britain. Not far from Chichefter, on the fame fide, is 
another camp,, called Gonihill* which is alfo fuppofed to have been thrown up 
by the Romans^ it being an oblong fquare.. 

On< a hill-north of the eity of Chichefter, called Rook's- Hill,, or Rochet Hill,-A Daniif* 
is an ancient camp of an orbicular form, fomething more than a quarter of a mile camp, 
in diameter, fuppofed to have been thrown u p by the Danes. 

"Near Ter-ring is a hill, called Cifsbury Hill, on which are the remains of an Saxon f . 
ancient fort, fur rounded with a. bank, rudely eaft, up, where the neighbouring. Nation;. " 
inhabitants believe that. Cgefar intrenched and fortified- his army : but the genend 
opinion iSj that it was the work of Ciffa,. the fecond king of the South. Saxons. 

About two-miles from: Cifsbury Hill, are the remains of another fortification, 
called Chenkbury. 

Near Findon, north of Terring,, there is an ancient camp, called Ciefar's Hill, Ancient-
upon which the very fpot is pointed out where Casfar's tent ftood but the form camps, 
of the camp not being quadrangular, as the Roman camps always were,, but round, 
it is generally believed that this was a Britiih or a Daniih camp. Farther eaft-
ward, near Lewes,, is another ancient camp. 

On the weft fide of Brighthelmfton, a great number of human bones are found, 
whence it is concluded that a battle was fought here. Many are of opinion, that 
Csefar, in one of his expeditions into-Britain, landed at this place. Between.. 
Lewes and Brighthelmfton are. ftill to be feen lines and entrenchments, which bear 
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ilrong marks of their having been Roman works. In the neighbourhood of Bright-
helmfton an urn was dug up fome time ago, containing a thoufand filver denarii, 
and fome of all the emperors, from Antoninus Pius to Philip; and the altars of 
the Druids are no where feen in greater numbers than about Brighthelmfton. 

An ancient Near the ruins of the caftle at Lewes, are the remains of an old church; and 
epitaph. on the infide of one of the walls are engraven archwife, in an obfolete character, 

certain rude verfes, which it is fuppofed, are to be read as follows : 

C L A V D I T V R HIC M I L E S D A N O R V M R E G I A P R O L E S , 
M A G N V S N O M E N EI , M A G N i E N O T A PROGENIEI , 
DEPONENS M A G N V M , P R V D E N T I O R I N D V I T A G N V M : 
P R i E P E T E P R O V I T A F I T P A R V V L V S A N A C H O R I T A . 

Cuftom of The lands about Breed, a village north-weft of Winchelfea, defcend accord-
gavelkind. j n g t o t h e cuftom of gavelkind, of which an account has been given among the 
? antiquities of the county of Kent. 

Remains of At Pevenfey, fouth-weft of Haftings, are the remains of a caftle, built by Wil-
ancient Ham the Conqueror. On the north-weft of Bramber-Street are the ruins of a 
caftles. caftle built foon after the Conqueft, and fome of the walls yet {landing are of 

a vaft thicknefs and on a hill which overlooks the town of Haftings, are the re-
mains of another ancient caftle. 

An ancient
 armoury Petworth Houfe there is a fword, which is faid to have been 

frtord. the weapon of the famous Henry Hotfpur, lord Percy, who was killed in rebel-
lion againft Henry the Fourth. 

E C C L E S I A S T I C A L A N T I Q^U I T I E S. 

At Bofeham, fouth-weft of Chichefter, there was a monaftery of five or fix re* 
ligious, before the year 681: and here is a pariih church, dedicated to the Tri-
nity, in which William Warelwaft, biihop of Exeter, in the time of Henry the 
Firft, founded fome prebends. Afterwards this church became a royal free chapel, 
exempted from the ordinary jurifdidtion of the biihop of Chichefter, and conti-
nued collegiate till the general diffolution. 

At Selfey, fouth of Chichefter, about the year 681, St. Wilfrid founded a mo-
naftery, dedicated to the Virgin Mary. Eadbercht, abbat of this place, being 
confecrated the firft biihop of the South Saxons, in 7 1 1 , the epifcopal feat was 
fixed here, where it remained till biihop Stigandus, about the year 1075, tranf-
lated it to Chichefter. 

At Mawling, on the north fide of Lewes, there was a collegiate church, faid to 
have been firft founded by Ceadwalla, king of the Weft Saxons, who died in 
688. It 

was dedicated to St. Michael, and valued upon the general diflolution 
at 106I. 10s. 2d> per annum. 

At Terring there feems to have been a church or monaftery, founded as early 
as the time of Offa, king of the Mercians, and dedicated to St. Andrew, 
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At Rotherfield, near the fource of the Rother, Berthwald, duke of the South 
Saxons, about the year 800, founded a convent of monks, fubordinate to the ab-
bey of St. Dennis in France. 

At Bedingham, fouth-weft of Lewes, there was a monaftery, in the begin-
ning of the ninth century. 

At Chichefter there was an ancient monaftery, dedicated to St. Peter, before 
the Conqueft and here alfo was a nunnery long before the tranflation of the 
biihop's fee hither from Selfey. 

In the north part of this city there was an hofpital, for a mafter and feveral 
poor brethren, founded in the time of Henry the Second, by William, dean 
of the cathedral, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and valued upon the diiTolu-
tion at 351. 6s. 3d. per annum. 

Here was an hofpital for leprous perfons, as old as the time of king Richard 
the Firft. It was dedicated to St. James and St. Mary Magdalen, and valued 
upon the diiTolution at/j-l. 14s. 10d. per annum. 

Near the north gate of this city there was an houfe of Grey friars, founded in 
the time of Henry the Third. 

Here was an houfe of Black friars, faid to have been founded by queen Elea-
nor, wife of Edward the Firft, and dedicated to St. Mary and St. Vincent. 

The vicars of the cathedral here became incorporated about the fifth year of 
Edward the Fourth. 

Stening appears to have been a place of fome note in the time of the Saxons, 
on account of a church or monaftery, in which St. Cudman was buried. Here 
alfo was a priory of Benedictine monks, fubordinate to the abbey of the Trinity 
at Fifcamp, in Normandy, founded by king Edward the Confeifor, and dedi-
cated to St. Mary Magdalen. Upon the diiTolution of alien priories, it v/as given 
to the abbey of Sion, in Middlefex. 

Near Battel, on the ground where the decifive battle was fought in 1066, 
between William duke of Normandy, and king Harold, William, in the fuc-
ceeding year, began to build a noble abbey, which was dedicated to St. Martin. 
It was filled with Benedictine monks from Marmonftier, in Normandy. Its reve-
nues were valued upon the diifolution at 880I. 14s. 7d. per annum. 

At Seal, near Stening, 
William de Braiofa, in 1075, founded a convent of Be-

nedictine monks, fubordinate to the foreign abbey of St. Florence, at Salmur. It 
was afterwards annexed to the college of St. Mary Magdalen, in Oxford. Here 
alio was a houfe of White friars. 

At Lewes, earl William de Warrena, and the lady Gundreda, his wife, in 
1078, founded a priory of Cluniac monks, which was the firft and principal houfe 
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of that order in England. Its yearly revenues upon the diifolution were rated 
at 920I. 4s . 6d. 

Here was an hofpital, laid to. have been ere£ted by the founder of the monaf-
tery. It was dedicated to St. Nicholas, and at the time of the diifolution had 
thirteen poor brothers and filters. 

Here was a monaftery dedicated to St.. James, for thirteen poor brethren and: 

filters, and a priory of Grey friars. 
-

A t Wilmington, near Beachyhead,. Robert, earl of Moreton, in the time of 
William Rufus, founded a priory of Benedictine monks, fubordinate to the ab-
bey of Greftein, in Normandy. In the reign of Henry the Fourth it was an-
nexed to the cathedral church of Chichefter. 

At FIoo, fouth-weft of Battel, Henry, earl of Ewe, between the years 1096 j 1 
and 1 1 3 9 , founded a priory of Benediftine monks, which was a cell to the ab* 
bey of Bee, in Normandy. 

A t Boxgrave, north-eaft of Chichefter,. Robert de Haya, in the time of Henry 
the Firft, founded an alien priory, fubordinate to the abbey of L 'Ef lay , in 
Normandy. It was dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and of the order of Be-
nedict, and had yearly revenues which at the diifolution were computed worth. 
585 1. 19s . 8 d. 

At Haftings there was, an ancient caftle, in which was a royal free chapel, de-
dicated to the Virgin Mary. It had a dean and feveral canons, or prebendaries,, 
and was valued upon the diifolution at 6 1 1 . 1 3 s. 5d. per annum. 

Flere was a priory of Black canons, as early as the time of king Richard the 
Firft, faid to have been founded by Sir Walter Bricet, but it was deftroyed 
by an inundation of the fea in the reign of Henry the Fourth. Some time after-
wards a new priory was ere6ted near this town,, which upon the diifolution was 
endowed with yearly revenues rated at 5 1 1 . 9 s. 5d. 

In St. Nicholas's church at Arundel, there was a cell of four Black canons, fub-
je£t to the monaftery at Seez in Normandy, and fuppofed to have been founded 
by R.oger de Montgomery, earl of Arundel, in the time of William the Con-
queror i but in the reign of Richard the Second it was abolifhed, and the church 
made collegiate. Upon the diifolution this college was endowed with 2631. 1 4 s . 
9 d. per annum. 

In the time of Edward the Second here was an houfe of Black friars. Here 
alfo was an hofpital, founded about the eighteenth year of Richard the Second,, 
by ' Richard, earl of Arundek It was dedicated to the Trinity, and endowed 
upon the fuppreffion with yearly revenues valued at 891. 5s. 2 d . 

At Pynham, near Arundel, queen Adeliza, fecond wife to king Henry the 
Firft, founded a priory of Black canons, dedicated to St. Bartholomew. This was 
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one of the fmall monafteries fuppreifed by cardinal Wolfey towards the endow-
ment of his college at Oxford. 

At Hardham, on the river Arun, north of Arundel, there was an ancient pri-
ory of Black canons, dedicated to the Holy Crofs; but who the founder was does 
not appear. 

At Durford, weft of Midhurft, upon the borders of Hampshire, was an abbey 
of Premonftratenfian canons, founded before the year 1 1 6 9 , by Henry Hoefe, 
and dedicated to the Virgin Mary and St. John Baptift. In this monaftery were 
about feven religious, who had yearly revenues valued, upon the fuppreifion, at 
108 1. 13 s. 9 d. 

At Harting, near Midhurft, an hofpital or houfe of lepers, dedicated to St. 
John Baptift, was founded by Henry Hoefe, the founder of Durford abbey. 

, At Rotherbridge, north of Battel, Alfred de Martino, in 1 176 , founded an 
abbey for Ciftertian monks, dedicated to the Virgin Mary. At the time of the 
fuppreifion here were twelve monks, who had yearly revenues valued at 272 1. 
9 s. 8 d. 

At Lymifter, near Arundel, was an alien priory of Benediftine nuns, cell to 
the nunnery of Almanefche in Normandy, founded before the year 1 1 7 8 , and 
dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen. 

At a place fomewhere in this county called Remfted, there was a Benedictine 
nunnery, dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen, and fuppofed to have been founded 
by Richard archbifhop of Canterbury, in the reign of king Henry the Second. 

At a place called Hotteham, near Haylfham, Ralph de Dena, in the time of 
king Henry the Second, founded an abbey of Premonftratenfian canons, dedi-
cated to the Virgin Mary and St. Laurence; but the religious meeting with great 
inconveniencies here, removed, in the beginning of the reign of king John, to 
Begham, upon the borders of Kent. 

At Rufpur, north of Horlham, there was a priory of Black nuns, dedicated 
to St. Mary Magdalen, and valued, upon the diiTolution, at 39 1. 13 s. 7 d. per 
annum. 

At Tortington, near Arundel, lady Hadwifa Corbet, before the reign of king 
John, founded a priory of five or fix regular canons, of the order of St. Auguf-
tine, dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen, and valued, upon the diiTolution, at 75 1. 
1 2 s. 3d . per annum. 

At Beaulieu, near Begham, upon the borders of Kent, Robert de Thornham, 
in the year 1200, founded an abbey of Premonftratenfian canons -, but they foon 
afterwards removed to Begham, as did thofe of Hotteham alfo. This abbey was 
dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and was one of the fmall monafteries fuppreifed by 
cardinal Wolfey for the endowment of his colleges, when the yearly revenues of it 
were valued at 152 1. 9 s. 4 d. 
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At Sedlefcomb, about three miles from Battel, was a preceptory of knights 

templars, founded about the beginning of the reign of king Henry the Third, by 
Jeffery Say. 

At Michelham, near Haylfham, Gilbert de Aquila, in the beginning of the 
reign of king Henry the Third, founded a priory of Black canons, dedicated to 
the Trinity, in which, at the time of the diifolution,' there were eight canons, 
who had yearly revenues worth 160I. 12 s. 6 d. 

At Shelbred, north of Midhurft, was a priory of five Black canons, dedicated 
to the Virgin Mary, and endowed, upon the diffolution, with 72 1. 15 s. 10 d. 
per annum. It is laid to have been founded by Sir Ralph de Ardern, but at what 
time is uncertain. 

At Adrington, not far from Arundel, was a cell belonging to the abbey of Sees 
In Normandy. 

At Eaft'oorn, north of Midhurft, was a priory of five or fix Benedidline nuns, faid 
to have been founded about the end of the reign of king Henry the Third, by Sir 
John Bohun of Midhurft. Its poffeffions were valued, about the time of the dif-
folution, at 29 1. 16 s. 7 d. per annum. 

At Poling, fouth-eaft of Arundel, there was a preceptory of the knights of St. 
John of Jerufalem. 

At Pleaden, on the north fide of Rye, was an old hofpital dedicated to St. Bar-
tholomew, under the government of the abbat and convent of Weftminfter, in the 
county of Middlefex. 

At Winchelfea was a houfe of Black friars, founded by king Edward the Se-
cond. Here was alfo a houfe of Grey friars. 

At New-Shoreham was a priory of Carmelite or White friars, founded by John 
Mowbray, knight. 

Here alfo was an hofpital dedicated to St. James. 

At Pevenfey, fouth-eaft of Haylfham, there was an ancient hofpital, dedicated 
to St. John Baptift. 

At Rye there was an houfe of Auftin friars in the time of Edward the Third. 

In or near the town of Bramber there was an ancient hofpital, dedicated to St. 
Mary Magdalen, called Bidlington Spitel, which was valued, upon the diifolu-
tion, at no more than 11. a-year. 

At Windham, not far from Bramber, was an hofpital dedicated to St, Edmund. 

At 
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At Buckfted, north-eaft of Hayliham, there was an hofpital for four or fix 

poor perfons, founded agreeable to the laft will of William Heron, bearing date 
in the year 1404. 

At Seaford there was an ancient hofpital, dedicated to St. James. 

M E M B E R S of P A R L I A M E N T for this C O U N T Y . 

This county fends twenty-eight members to parliament: two knights of the 
ihire for the county, two citizens for the city of Chichefter two burgeifes for 
each of the following boroughs, Horiham, Lewes, Midhurft, New Shoreham, 
Bramber, Stening, Eaft Grinfted, Arundel, and two barons for each of the cinque 
ports of Haftings, Rye, Winchelfea, and Seaford. 
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N • A M E . 

r j p H I S county derives its name from Warwick, the county town. 

B O U N D A R I E S , F I G U R E , E X T E N T and S I T U A T I O N . 

Warwickfhire is bounded by Staffordihire and Derbyihire on the north, by 
Glocefterihire and Oxfordihire on the fouth, by Worcefterihire on the weft, and 
by Leicefterihire and Northamptonihire on the eaft. Its figure inclines to an oval, 
extending in length from north to fouth 33 miles, from eaft to weft 26 miles, and 
it is 122 miles in circumference r the town of Warwick, which is nearly in the 
middle, ftands 88 miles north-weft of London. 

R I V E R S. 

The moft confiderable rivers of this county are the Avon and the Tame, Thé 
Avon^ which is navigable by barges to Warwick, and which runs through this 

county 
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county from north-eaft to fouth-weft, and divides it into two unequal parts, has 
been defcribed in the account of Glocefterfhire; and the Tame has been mentioned 
among the rivers of Staffordihire. 

Other fmaller ftreams in this county are the Anker, the Arrow, the Alne, the 
Leam, the Swift, and the Stour. 

A I R , S O I L , and N A T U R A L P R O D U C T I O N S . 

The air of Warwickfhire is mild, pleafant and healthy, and the foil rich. The 
two parts into which it is feparated by the river Avon are diftinguifhed by the 
names of the Feldon and the Woodland. The name Feldon fignifies a champaign 
country \ this divifion lies fouth of the Avon, and produces excellent corn and pa-
fture. The Woodland, which is the largeft of the two divifions, lies north of that 
river, and produces plenty of timber j but great part of it being now cleared of 
the woods, it yields alfo abundance of fine corn and pafture. The cheefe made in 
Warwickiliire is not inferior to any in England. 

M A N U F A C T U R E S . 

The city of Coventry, in this county, has a manufa&ure of tammies and rib-
bands ; and Birmingham, a market town, is famous for the manufa&ure of fmall 
iron and fteel wares. 

; C I V I L and E C C L E S I A S T I C A L D I V I S I O N S . 

This county is divided into five hundreds, and contains one city and twelve 
market towns. It lies in the province of Canterbury, and partly in the diocefe of 
Litchfield and Coventry, and partly in that of Worcefter, and has 158 pariihes. 

C I T Y and M A R K E T T O W N S . 

The city is Coventry, and the market towns are Atherfton, Aulcefter, Birm-
ingham, Bitford, Coleihill, Henley, Kineton, Nuneaton, Rugby, Stratford, 
Sutton Cofield, and Warwick. 

C O V E N T R Y is in fome ancient writings called Conventria, from a convent which 
was formerly here, and which, in the old Engliih language, was called Coven and 
Covent though fome writers are of opinion, that the name Coventry was derived 
from Cuentford, the ancient name of a rivulet which runs through this city, and is 
now called Sherburn. 

The city of Coventry is 90 miles from London, and, jointly with the city of 
Litchfield, is the fee of a. biihop : it had divers privileges and immunities from 
feveral kings; Edward the Third granted it a mayor and two bailiffs, and Henry 
the Sixth, who had annexed feveral towns and villages to it, granted that the 
city, with 191 neighbouring villages, fhould be an incorporate county, diftinil 
from the county of Warwickand that the bailiffs of the city ihould be iheriifs of 
its county. King James the Firft granted it a charter, by which ten aldermen 
were to prefide over ten wards of the city; which aldermen are juftices of the 
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peace within the city and its county. Other officers are a recorder, a iteward, 
a coroner, two chamberlains, and two wardens. 

This city was inclofed with walls, which were three miles in compafs, and for-
tified with twenty-fix towers ; but foon after the reftoration of king Charles the 
Second, they were demolifhed, and only the gates left flanding i theie are twelve, 
and are ftill beautiful and noble ftructures. This city is large, populous and 
rich, but the buildings are generally old. Here are three parifh churches, and a 
tall fpire, being the only remains of a church that formerly belonged to a mona-
ftery of Gray friars. One of the churches, called St. Michael's, has a ftone fpire, 
300 feet in height, which is much admired. Here are alfo two or three meeting-
houfes of proteftant diffenters, a free fchool, with a good library, called King 
Henry the Eighth's fchool, founded by John Hales Efq; a charity fchool, and an 
hofpital. This city has a town-houfe, the windows of which are finely painted ; 
and here is a fpacious market place, with a crofs in the middle, 60 feet high, 
which is adorned with ftatues of feveral kings of England, as big as the life, and 
for its workmanihip and beauty, is inferior to no ftruflure of the kind in this 
kingdom. It was erefted in the reign of king Henry the Eighth, by a legacy of 
Sir William Holies, formerly lord mayor „of the city of London. 

The roads that lead to this city are kept well paved for a mile round. 

A T H E R S T O N is commonly called A T H E R S T O N ON T H E S T O U R , from its fituation 
upon that river, and to diftinguifh it from another town of the fame name in this 
county, north of Nuneaton, upon the borders of Leicefterfhire. It is 103 miles 
from London, and is a large well built town, with a chapel of eafe, and a charity 
fchool, where twenty girls are taught to read, knit, few and fpin. This place is 
famous for its cheefe fair, which is the greateft in England. 

• • " AuLCESTEk is diftant from London 105 miles; it ftands upon the river Avon, 
and is a very ancient town and corporation, with a free fchool, and a very good 
market for corn. 

B I R M I N G H A M , or B R O M I C H A M , ftands upon the borders of Staffordihire, at the 
diftance of 109 miles from London. It is a large, well built, populous town, fa-
mous for the moft ingenious artificers in all forts of iron and fteel fmall wares, 
and in the manufactures of fnuff-boxes, buckles, buttons, and other goods of the 
like kind, which are made here in vaft quantities, and exported to all parts of 
Europe. 

In the neighbourhood of this town there are annual horfe-races. 

B I T F O R D ftands upon the river Avon, near its confluence with the Arrow, 
at the diftance of 100 miles from London, and contains nothing worthy of note. 

C O L E S H I L L is a name probably derived from the fituation of the town upon-
the fide of a hill, near the .bank of a fmall river called the Cole. It is diftant 
from London 103 miles, and has two charity fchools, and a piece of land called 
Paternofter-piece, on account of its having been given by one of the family of 
- -VOL. II. R r Digby, 
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Dio-by, who was lord of the manor, for encouraging children to learn the Lord's 
Prayer. In confequence of this donation, all the children in the town are fent 
in their turns, by one at a time, every morning to church, at the found of the 
bell,* when each kneeling down, fays the Lord's Prayer before the under mafter, 
and'by him is rewarded with a penny. Here is a ftone bridge over the river 
Cole. 

' H E N L Y , is alfo called H E N L Y IN A R D E N , from its fituation in Arden, which 
was the ancient name of that part of the county, now called Woodland, and to 
diftinguiih it from feveral other towns in the kingdom of the fame name. It 
ftands near the river Alne, at the diftance of 8 5 miles from London, and has _ a 
chapel of eafe to Waveney, in the neighbourhood, where the parifh church is. 
This chapel was firft built in the forty-firft year of Edward the Third. 

K I N E T O N is by fome fuppofed to have been called Kine-Town, from its mar-
ket for black cattle ; others are of opinion that it was called King's Town, from 
havino- been in poffeffion of the kings of England, particularly of Edward the 
Confeifor, and William the Conqueror. King John kept his court here; and 
near the town there is a fpring, which is ftill called king John's Well. Kineton 
is 89 miles from London, but has nothing worthy of note. 

N U N E A T O N is faid to have been originally called Eaton, a word which in the an-
cient Englifh language fignifies the Water Town, and may have been applied to 
this place from its fituation on the river Anker. The epithet Nun, was after-
wards prefixed to the name -Eaton, from a nunnery founded here. It ftands at 
the diftance of 100 miles from London; is a good, large, well built town, with 
a free fchool, and a manufacture of woollen cloth. 

R U G B Y ftands upon the river Avon, at the diftance of 76 miles from London, 
and has a grammar fchool, with four alms-houfes, founded in the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, by Laurence Sheriff, a haberdafher of London. Here alfo is a cha-
rity fchool for teaching and cloathing thirty poor children and an alms-houfe for 
maintaining fix poor widows, built and endowed by Richard Elborow of this place, 
in 1707. ^Rugby is remarkable for a great number of butchers. 

S T R A T F O R D is commonly called S T R A T F O R D UPON A V O N , from its fituation upon 
that river, and to diftinguiih it from feveral other towns in England of the fame 
name. It is 97 miles from London, and is a corporation, governed by a mayor, 
a recorder, a high fteward, twelve aldermen, of whom two are juftices of the 
peace, and twelve capital burgeffes. 

This is a large populous town, and has one parifh church and a chapel of eafe. 
The church is dedicated to the Trinity, and is thought to be almoft as old as the 
Norman Conqueft ; but parts of it have been at different times rebuilt. It was. 
formerly collegiate, and is celebrated for containing the remains of Shakefpear, 
our great dramatic poet, who in 1564, was interred in one of the ayles on the 
north fide of the church. His grave is covered with a ftone, which has the fol-
lowing infcription : 

Good 
1 .1 / -
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Good friend, for Jefus' fake, forbear 
To dig the duft inclofed here. 
Bleft be the man that fpares thefe ilones, 
And curft be he that moves my bones. 

And in the wall over the grave, there is a bull of him in marble. The chapel of 
eafe in this town was built in the reign of King Henry the Seventh, by Hugh 
Clopton, lord mayor of London. Here alfo is a free grammar fchool, and an 
alms-houfe, founded by King Edward the Sixth ; and Hugh Clopton, who built 
the chapel, ereded at this place a ftone bridge, confifting of nine arches, over 
the river Avon, with a long caufey at the end of it, walled on both fides. 

This town has a great trade iii corn and malt. 

S U T T O N C O F I E L D , or C O L D F I E L D , was called Sutton, which is a corruption or 
contraction of South Town, in refped of its fituation fouth of Litchfield-, and the 
additional name of Cofield, or Coldfield, is fuppofed to be derived from a re-
markable bleak and barren common, which lies direftly weft or it. It ftands at 
the diftance of 105 miles from London, in an excellent air, but a barren foil and 
amon"- pleafant woods. It was incorporated by King Henry the Eighth, and is 
governed by a warden and fociety, confifting of twenty-four members, a clerk of 
the market, a fteward, and a ferjeant at mace. . T h e warden, for the time being, 
is coroner within the corporation ; and no fheriff or bailiff muft meddle within its 
liberties. 

Here are about 360 houfes, and the inhabitants are computed at 1800. Here 
is a church, dedicated to the Trinitv, confifting of a nave, chancel, and two 
fide ifles. The ifles were built in the*reign of Henry the Eighth, by John Her-
man, alias Vefy, biihop of Exeter, a native of this town. The nave was lately 
rebuilt ; and at the weft end of the church there is an handfome fquare tower, 
fixty feet high, in which is a deep peal of fix bells, together with â  dock land 
chimes, lately put up. In this church are three vaults,, remarkable for conium-
ino- the dead bodies depofited in them very quickly, and a monument belonging . 
to°the family of Jeifans, fuppofed to be well executed. This town has a gram-
mar fchool, founded by bifhop Vefy, and endowed with an eftate now worth 100 h 
per annum. The fchool-houfe was rebuilt in an elegant manner in the year 1728. 
This town has the manor and lordihip of the parifh, together with a large trad of 
wafte ground, called the Park, which' is exceeding ufeful for pafturage, and 
has befides 5 0 C 0 I . worth of wood growing in it. 

W A R W I C K in the ancient Britiih language is called Caer Guaruic, and in thé. 
Saxon annals papjun^-pic, probably from Gwayr, a Britiih prince -, but fome de-
rive the name from V/aremund, father of the firft Ofta, King of the Mercians, and 
others from Guarth, a Britiih word, which fignines a fortrejs. 

Warwick has fent members to parliament as early as any town in England, and 
is a very ancient corporation, governed under a charter of King Charles the Se-
cond, by a mayor, a recorder, twelve brethren or aldermen, and twenty-four bu I'-

l l r 2 geifes* 
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geiTes, or common-council-men. The county affizes and general quarter feifions 
are always held in this town. 

The town of Warwick ftands upon a rock of free-ftone, on the bank of the 
Avon, and a way is cut to it through the rock from each of the four cardinal 
points. It was formerly fortified with a wall and a ditch, fome remains of which 
are ftill vifible. The ftreets are fpacious and regular, and all meet in the center 
of the town, which being the fummit of an eminence, is always clean: its wells 
and cellars are cut in the rock, and it is fupplied with water by pipes from fprings 
about half a mile diftant. 

It is a fine populous town, with only two pariih churches, one of which, St. 
Mary's, is a beautiful edifice. Here are three charity fchools, in which 62 boys 
and 42 girls are taught and cloathed, and four hofpitals, one founded in the , 
reign of Queen Elizabeth, by Robert Dudley, earl of Leicefter, for twelve de-
cayed gentlemen, with an allowance of 20I. a-year for each, and 50I. to a chap-
lain ; another founded fome time afterwards, by Sir Thomas Puckering, for eight 
poor women, and two others founded in 1633 , for decayed tradefmen. 

> But the principal ornament of this place is a caftle belonging to the earl of 
Warwick, (landing upon the bank of the Avon, on a rock which rifes forty feet 
perpendicularly above the level of that river; and adjoining to the caftle, is a fine 
terrace, fifty feet above the fame level, .whence there is a beautiful and extenfive 
profpedt. The apartments of the caftle are well contrived, and adorned with 
many original pictures of Vandyke, and other great mailers. 

Here is a town-houfe built of free-ftone, and fupported by ftone pillars, in which 
are held the affizes and quarter feifions and this town has a good ftone bridge 
confifting of twelve arches, over the river Avon. Its chief trade is in malt. It 
is a pretty retirement for gentlemen of fmall eftates, and is frequented by very 
good company. In the neighbourhood there are frequent horfe races. 

C U R I O S I T I E S . 

MediciT1 I natural curiofities of this county are not many. King's Newnham, near 
fprings. " ^ u g b y , is remarkable for three medicinal fprings, the v/ater of which is ftrongly 

impregnated with alum, of a milky colour, and reckoned a good medicine for the 
ftone. It is obferved of this water, that being drank with fait, it is aperient, 
but with fugar, reftringent. 

4,faltfprine. At Leamington, eaft of Warwick, there is a fait fpring, which rifes near the 
river Leam, the water of which is ufed by the poorer fort of people to feafon 
their bread, 

Star Hones. At Shuckborough, north-eaft of Kineton, the aftroites or ftar ftones are fre-
quently found. 

A dreadful On the fifth of September 1694, a fire broke out at Warwick, by which the 
£:e. - greateft part of the town was foon reduced to aihes, and the damages fuftained 

were computed at about 100,000 k 
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AtBurford, near Warwick, one Samuel Fairfax, who was born in 1647, lived to A remarkable 

the age of twelve years under the fame roof with his father and mother, grandfather family, 
and grandmother, and great grandfather and great grandmother, all in perfeft 
health, and dwelling together with the greateft harmony of duty and affc&ion; 
and none of them had been twice married. 

. - . - . ' - - • • . • -

Stratford upon Avon has the honour of giving birth, as well as burial, to- The birth-
Shakefpear. place of 

Shakefpear. 

A N T I Q ^ U I T I E S. 

This is one of the five counties which in the time of the Romans were inha- Ancient ia-
bited by the Cornavii, of whom mention has been made in the 

account of Che- habitants, 
ihire ; and under the Saxon heptarchy it was part of the kingdom of Mercia. 

Of the ancient military ways of the Romans, three pafs through this county R o m a n ant-;. 
Watling-Street, Ikenild-Street, and the Foife-Way; and 

upon each of thele, quities. 
which are ftill vifible in many places, there have been difcovered feveral confi-
derable remains of Roman antiquity. 

Watling-Street parts this county from Leicefterfhire; Ikenild-Street paffes 
through it, along the borders of Worcefterfhire, into Staffordihire ; and the Foffe-
way croifing Watling-Street out of Leicefterfhire, at a place now called High 
Crofs, and formerly the Benones of the Romans, as has been mentioned in the 
account of Leicefterfhire, runs fouth-weft through Warwickshire into Glocef-
terfhire. 

Mancefter, upon Watling-Street, near Atherfton, was the Mandueffedum of 
the Romans and here feveral Roman coins of brafs and filver have been dug 
up. Near this place are the remains of an ancient fort, called Oldbury. It is of 
a quadrangular form, is inclofed with high ramparts, and contains about feven 
acres of ground. In the north part of this fortification have, been found feveral 
flint ftones, each about four inches long, curioufly ground into the form of a 
pole ax, and thought by Sir William Dugdale, who wrote an account of the 
antiquities of this county, to have been a fort of weapons ufed by the ancient Bri-
tons before they had the art of making weapons of brafs and iron. 

Aulcefter, which is fituated upon Ikenild-Street, was a Roman ftation, the 
foundations of Roman buildings, feveral Roman bricks, and Pvoman coins of 
gold, filver, and brafs, have at different times been dug up at this place; and 
about a century ago, an urn was difcovered here, containing upwards of fix 
hundred pieces of Roman coin, eight of which were gold, and the reft filver. 
Moft of thefe coins were impreffed with the heads of fome one of the emper-
ors, and the reverfes generally different. 

At Colefhill, fituated alfo upon Ikenild-Street, copper coins of the emperor 
Trajan have been dug up: and at Polefworth, north of Atherfton, as fome la~ 
bourers were trenching, in 1762, they found a large earthen pot full of fmall 
copper coins, moft part of which bear a beautiful impreffion of the head of 

the: 
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the emperor Conftantine, -with the name C O N S T A N T I N U S round it : on the 
reverfe are two armed figures, with emblems of various kinds, and round 
them the words Gloria Exercitus. Some few among them have an armed head 
on each fide, with U R B S R O M A round it, and Romulus and Remus fitting under 
a wolf, on the reverfe fide ; others have an armed head 011 one fide, and the 
word Ccnftantinopolis round it, and Pallas on the reverfe. Some have a chariot 
and four horfes on the reverfe fide ; others a variety of fingle figures. 

At Brinklow, fouth-eaft of Coventry, near the Roman Folfe-way, there are ftill 
to be feen a Roman Tumulus, and the remains of a fort, which is thought te 
have been built by the Romans. 

At Cheftover, eaft of Brinklow, and between the Foife-way and Watling-Street, 
feveral Roman urns have been found. 

_ __ 
Chefterton, upon the Foffeway, fouth-eaft of Warwick, is fuppofed to have 

been a Roman ftation, for fome coins and other traces of Roman antiquity, have 
been difcovered here. 

At Monks Kirkby, eaft of Coventry, upon the Foffeway, are the remains of a 
Roman ftation, confifting of the foundations of old walls and Roman bricks and 
here are three or four little hills, which appear to be fepulchral monuments of 
fome military perfons. 

Warwick is a town of fuch antiquity, that it is faid to have been founded 
by Kimbeiine, a Britiih king, who was contemporary with our Saviour. It 
appears to have been very eminent in the time of the Romans ; and it is thought 
that it was the Roman Praeiidium, where, according to the Notitia, the pnefeCt 
of the Dalmatian horfe was pofted by order of the governor of Britain. 

At Coventry there is a yearly proceffion through the city, on the Friday after 
T r a d :tion of Trinity Sunday, with the figure of a naked woman 011 horfeback, in commemo-
Tomat'Co r a t i o n Allowing tranfaCtion. Leofric, earl of Mercia, and firft lord of this 
ventry. city* who died in the thirteenth year of Edward the Confeffor, on account of 

fome offence given him by the citizens, loaded them with very heavy taxes, for 
the remiifion of which, Godiva, his lady, the daughter of Thorold, fheriff of 
Lincolnfhire, a woman of moft exemplary virtue and piety, inceffantly folicited 
him. Being at length tired with her importunities, he hoped to put an end to 
them, by faying that he would take off the new duties, providing fhe would ride 
naked in open day light, through the moft frequented parts of the city, affuring 
himfelf that her modefty would never comply with the condition. Godiva how-
ever, being fenfibly touched with companion for the diftrefs of the city, took a 
refolution to relieve it, even upon the terms propofed. She therefore, after 
having iffued orders to the citizens, that all their doors and windows fhould be 
fhut, and that nobody fhould attempt to look out, rode naked through the 
ftreets, on horfeback but her hair being loofe about her, was fo long that it 
covered her down to the legs. It is added, that during the time of her riding in t O 
this manner through the ftreets, no perfon ventured to look at her except a tay-
lor, who, as a punifhment for his violating the injunction of the lady, which had 
been publifhed with fo pious and benevoient a defign, was ftruck. blind. 
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The taylor is now known by the name of peeping T o m ; and the window 
through which he is faid to have peeped, is ftill to be feen, with his effigy in it, 
which is new dreifed on the anniverfary of the proceifion : and in a window be-
longing to one of the churches in this city, called Trinity church, there are pic-
tures of earl Leofric, and his countefs Godiva, with the .following infcription : 

I Lurick, for the love of thee, 
Do fet Coventry toll-free. 

South of Kineton there is a valley, called the Yale of the Red Horfe, from the A Saxon mo-
rude Eo-ure of a horfe cut out upon a red foil on the fide of a hill, and f u p - n u m e n t . 
poled, like the white horfe in Berkfhire, to have been a Saxon monument. The 
trenches which form this figure, are trimmed and kept clean by a freeholder in 
the neighbourhood, who enjoys his lands by that fervice. 

N e a r Warmington, fouth of the Vale of the Red Horfe, is a fquare. military ancient 
entrenchment, containing about twelve acres, where, not a century ago, were camp, 
found a brafs fword and battle ax. 

At Brownlover, north of Rugby, are the remains of an ancient caftle, fup- Ancient 
pofed to have been built in the time of king Stephen. And at Kenelworth, wef tcaRles . 
of Coventry, are noble remains of another caftle, built by Galfridus, chamber-
lain to king Henry the Firft and near the caftle round ftones are found, about 
fixteen inches in diameter, fuppofed to have been thrown out of military flings 
in the time of the barons war againft Henry the Third, when this caftle was be-
fieged and taken by that king. 

Near Sutton Cofield is an old building, called the Manor-houfe, which is faid 
to have been one of the hunting feats of William the Conqueror. 

In the caftle at Warwick are ihown the fword and other accoutrements of the The fword of 
famous Guy, earl of Warwick, who is thought to have lived in the time of Guy»earl ^ 
king Athelftan, and whofe exploits are related with fo many romantic circum-Warwick" 
ftances, that the whole are deemed fabulous. 

E C C L E S I A S T I C A L A N T I Q^U I T I E S. 

At Stratford upon Avon, there was a monaftery before the year 703 and in 
1 3 1 0 , a large chantry or college was founded in the parifh church of this place, 
by John de Stratford, biihop of Winchefter, and afterwards archbifhop of Canter-
bury, for a warden, four priefts, three clerks, and four chorifters, who were en-
dowed upon the fuppreifion with revenues rated at 1271 . 17 s. 9 d. per annum. 

At Polefworth king Egbert, about the beginning of the ninth century, found-
ed a nunnery, dedicated to the virgin Mary, over which his daughter Editha pre-
fided as abbefs; but fne being afterwards canonized, this monaftery was dedi-

• cated to her. It was of the order of St. Benedict, and maintained an abbefs and 
thirteen or fourteen nuns, who upon the fuppreifion were poifeifed of 109I. 6 s. 6d. 
a-year. 
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At Coventry there was in the time of the Saxons a famous convent of nuns 

under the government of St. Oiburgh, which was deftroyed by the Danes in 
. 1016: but about the year 1043, Leofric, earl of Mercia, and his lady Godiva, 
founded a noble monaftery here, for an abbat and twenty-four Benedi&ine monks' 
dedicated to the Virgin Mary, St. Peter, and St. Oiburgh. Upon a vacancy of 
an abbat in 1095, Robert de Limefy, biihop of Chefter, obtained not only the 
cuftody of the abbey, but leave to remove his epifcopal feat hither, upon which 
this monaftery became a cathedral priory, and the prior and convent were one of 
the chapters to the biihops of this diocefe, many of whom ftiled themfelves bi-
fhops of Coventry only. The revenues of this monaftery were valued upon the 
diiTolution at 731 1. 19 s. 5 d. per annum. 

Here was an ancient college or hofpital, confifting of a mafter or warden, and 
feveral brothers and fifters. It was founded in the beginning of the reign of 
Henry the Second, chiefly at the expence of Edmund, archdeacon of Coventry, 
dedicated to St. John Baptift, and valued upon the diifolution at 991. 13 s. 6 d' 
a-year. 

On the weft fide of this city, at a place called Spone, there was an hofpital 
for lepers, founded in the time of king Henry the Second, by Huo-h Kevelioke 
earl of Chefter. It was dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen. 

In the fouth-weft part of this city there was a houfe of Grey friars, before the 
year 1 2 3 4 ; and in the fouth-eaft part of it, a houfe of Friars Carmelites was 
founded in 1342, by Sir John Poultney, knight, lord mayor of London. It was 
valued upon the diifolution at 7 1. 13 s. 8 d. per annum. 

In 1385, king Richard the Second founded here a monaftery of Carthufian 
monks, dedicated to St. Anne, and valued upon the diifolution at 13 11. 6s. 4d. * 
per annum. 

It is faid, that in a church dedicated to All Saints, within the precincts of the 
caftle at Warwick, St. Dubricius fixed an epifcopal feat, about the end of the 
iixth century; but it is more certain, that before the Conqueft fome fecular 
priefts or canons, belonged to this church, who were after the year 1 1 2 5 united 
to the college of St. Mary's church in the town of Warwick. 

In the north-weft part of this town was an abbey, deftroyed by the Danes 
in 1016, 

A nunnery in this town was alfo deftroyed by the Danes in the fame year. 

St. Mary's church in this town, appears to have been more than parochial in 
the time or William the Conqueror; and about the year 1 1 2 3 , Ro^er earl of 
Warwick eftabliihed in it a dean and fecular canons. About the time of the 
diifolution here were a dean, five prebendaries or canons, ten priefts vicars, and 
fix chorifters, who had poifeifions valued at 247 1. 13 s. -per annum. 
'V 

On the north fide of this town, Henry de Newburgh, earl of Warwick, in the 
time of king Henry the Firft, founded an hofpital or priory of canons regular, 
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dedicated to the Holy Sepulchre, and of that order. About the time of the ge-
neral diifolution, here was a prior, and two or three religious, endowed with 4 1 1 . 
10 s. 2d. per annum. 

H e r e was an hofpital, founded by Roger earl of Warwick, in the time of king 
Henry the Firft, for a mailer and warden, and feveral leprous brethren. It was 
dedicated to St. Michael, and had revenues, valued, upon the diifolution, at no 
more than 10 1. i s . 8 d. per annum. 

The fame Roger earl of Warwick is faid to have founded here a houfe of tem-
plars, which was certified, in the nineteenth year of Edward the Second, to be of 
the annual value of 14 1. 6 s. 8 d. 

In the north-eaft part of this town was an hofpital, founded in the time of king 
Henry the Second, by William earl of Warwick, chiefly for the entertainment of 
ftrangers and travellers. It had alfo a mailer or warden, two chaplains, and two 
poor&perfons, and was valued, upon the diifolution, at 201. 3 s. per annum. 

The fame William earl of Warwick is alfo faid to have founded, in this town, 
another hofpital dedicated to St. Thomas, but there are no particulars concerning it 
on record. 

In the weft part of this town there was a houfe of friars preachers, who fettled 
here in the latter part of the reign of king Henry the Third, It had tenements, 
valued, upon the diifolution, at 4I. 18 s. 6 d, per annum. 

An houfe of White friars is faid to have been built here by John Peyto junior, 
about the eighteenth year of Edward the Third. 

In the time of king Edward the Second, here was founded a college of four 
priefts. 

At Monks Kirkby there was an alien priory of BenediCtine monks, belonging 
to the abbey of St. Nicholas, at Angiers in France, founded by Gosfred de 
Wirchia, in 1077, and dedicated to St. Nicholas. It was annexed by king 
Richard the Second to the priory of Carthufians in Axholm in Lincolnihire. 

At Oldbury, near Mancefter, was a cell of Black nuns, dedicated to St. Lau-
rence, and fubordinate to the nunnery at Polefworth. It is thought to have been 
founded by Walter de Haftings, and Athawis his wife, in the time ot Henry the 
Firft. 

At Wolfton, fouth-eaft of Coventry, was a priory of Black monks, belonging 
to the abbey of St. Peter Super Divam, in Normandy, iuppofed to have been 
the crift of Roger de Montgomery, foon after the Conqueft. In the reign ot Rich, 
ard the Second, this priory was fold by the abbey of St. Peter Super Diyam, to 
the prior and convent of Carthufians near Coventry. 

At Warmington was an alien priory of BenediCline monks, fubjeft to the abbey 
-of St. Peter and St. Paul de Pratellis in Normandy, to which the church and ma- i 
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nor of this place was given, by Henry Newburgh, earl of Warwick, in the time of 
king Henry the Firft. 

At Wottonwaven, near Henley in Arden, was a cell of Benedi&ine monks, be-
longing to the abbey of Caftellion in Normandy, and given it by Robert de Tonei, 
in the time of Henry the Firft. 

At Kenelworth, Geffrey de Clintone, chamberlain and treafurer to king Henry 
the Firft, about the year 1 1 2 2 , founded a monaftery of regular canons, of the 
order of St. Auguftine, dedicated to the Virgin Mary. It was at firft a priory, but 
was made an abbey before the diifolution, when its poffeffions were valued at 643 1. 
14 s. 9 d. per annum. 

At Pinley, fouth-eaft of Coventry, Robert de Pillardinton, in the time of king 
Henry the Firft, founded a nunnery, dedicated to the Virgin Mary. This houfe 
confifted of a priorefs, and three or four nuns, who had revenues valued, upon 
the diifolution, at 22 1. 6 s. 4 d. per annum. 

At Miton, not far from Kineton, there appears to have been a collegiate church 
or chapel, with feveral fecular canons, before the end of the reign of king Henry 
the Firft. 

At Aulcefter, Ralph Pincerna, in 1 140, founded an abbey of Benedi&ine 
monks, dedicated to the Virgin Mary and St. John Baptift i but this houfe being 
much deayed, was, about the year 1467, made a cell to the abbey of Eveiham, a 
borough town of Worcefterihire. Its revenues were valued, upon the diifolution, 
at 65 L 7 s. 1 1 d. per annum. 

At Mereval, near Atherfton, Robert earl of Ferrers and Nottingham, about 
the year 1 148 , founded an abbey of Ciftertian monks, dedicated to the Virgin 
Mary, and endowed, at the fuppreifion, with 2.541. i s. 8 d. per annum. 

At Comb, north-weft of Rugby, Richard de Camvilla,. in 1 150 , founded a 
Ciftertian abbey, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, in which were thirteen or four-
teen religious, who were endowed, upon the general diifolution, with 3 1 1 1. 15 s„ 
1 per annum, 

At Wroxhall, near Stratford, Hugh de Hatton, about the end of the reign of 
king Henry the Firft, founded a priory of Benedidtine nuns, dedicated to St. Leo-
nard. About the time of the diifolution, here were five or fix religious,, who had 
revenues to the yearly value of 72 k 15. s. 6 d.. 

At Balfliall,. weft of Coventry, Roger de Mowbray, in the time of king Ste-
phen,. founded a commandry or preceptory of knights-templars.. 

At Nuneaton, Robert Boifu, earl of Leicefter, in the time of king Henry the 
Second, founded a priory for nuns, of the order of Fontevrauld. It was dedicated 
to the Virgin Mary, and had a. yearly income valued,, upon the diifolution, at 
290 L 15 s. 

4 At 
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At Stanley, near Coventry, was a Ciftertian abbey, tranHated hither from Rad-
more in Staffordihire, by king Henry the Second, in 1 154 . It was dedicated to 
the Virgin Mary, and had about fourteen or fifteen monks, with yearly revenues, 
rated, on the fuppreifion, at 1 5 1 1 . o s. 3d . 

At Studeley, not far from Warwick, was a priory of Auftin canons, founded 
by Peter de Studeley, in the beginning of the reign of king Henry the Second. 
It was dedicated to St. Mary, and, at the time of the general diifolution, had 
yearly revenues, amounting to 1 1 7 I . 1 s. 1 d. Here was alfo an hofpital for the 
relief and entertainment of poor impotent perfons, founded by William de Canti-
lupe, before, the 23d year of king- Henry the Third. 

At Erdbury, or Ardbury, near Nuneaton, Ralph de Sudley, in the tinre of 
Henry the Second, founded a priory of the order of St. Auftin, dedicated to the 
Virgin Mary, and endowed, upon the fuppreifion, when it had a prior and about 
fix or feven canons, with 941. 6 s. 1 d. per annum. 

At Bretford, upon the Avon, north-weft of Rugby, Jeffery de Clinton, in the 
reign of king Henry the Second, founded a fmall cell of two or three black 
nuns; but it was foon afterwards annexed to Kenelworth priory. Here was alio 
a kind of hofpital, or chapel, dedicated to St. Edmund. 

At I-Ienwood, fouth of Colcfhill, Ketelbern de Langdon, in the time of kin/? 
Henry the Second, founded a nunnery of the Benediftine order, dedicated to SL 
Margaret. At the diifolution, here was only a priorefs, and four or five nuns', 
whofe revenues were valued at no more than 2 1 1 . 2 s. per annum. 

At Aucot, north-weft of Atherfton, there was a fmall priory of four Benediit-
ine monks, founded in 1 159 , by William Burdet, and valued, upon the o-eneral 
diifolution, at 341. 8 s. per annum. 

. At Thelesford, north-weft of Kineton, William de Cherlecote, in the time of 
•king John, founded a church and hofpital for Maturines, or friars of the order of 
the Trinity towards the redemption of captives. This foundation was dedicated 
to St. John Baptift, and St. Radegund, and valued, upon the fuppreifion, at 2 2 1. 
10 s. per annum. ' ^ 

At Horewell, on the fouth-eaft fide of Coventry, in the beginning of the reign 
of king Edward the Firft, there was a cell fubordinate to the Ciftertian abbey of 
Stanely in this county. 

At Birmingham there was an hofpital, dedicated to St. Thomas, confiftino- of a 
prior or warden, and feveral brethren. It was in being before the thirteenth year 
of king Edward the Firft, and was valued, upon the diifolution, at 8 1. 5 s. \ d. 
per annum. ^ 

At Makeftoke, on the north-eaft fide of Coleihill, Sir William de Clinton after-
wards earl of Huntingdon, in the reign of Edward the Third, founded a convent 
confifting of a prior and twelve regular canons, of the order of St. Auftin dedi-
cated to the Trinity, the Virgin Mary, St. Michael and All Saints, and endowed, 
on the fuppreifion, with annual revenues, amounting to 87 1. 12 s. 3 d. 

S f 2 ° At 
/ • j 
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At Aftley, Sir Thomas de Aftley, in the feventeenth year of the reign of icing 
Edward the Third, founded a collegiate church, dedicated to the Aifumption of 
the Virgin Mary. It confiited only of a dean, two canons or prebendaries, and 
three vicars, befides clerks and fervants; and was valued, upon the diifolution, at 
461. o s. 8 d. a-year. 

At Atherfton, there was a church and habitation for friars heremites of St. Au- 4 

ftin, built about the end of the reign of Edward the Third, and valued, upon the 
diifolution, but at i 1. ios . 2 d. per annnm. 

At Guy's Cliff, near Warwick, there was a chantry of two priefts, founded by 
Richard Beauchamp, earl of Warwick, in the time of Henry the Sixth. 

M E M B E R S of P A R L I A M E N T for this C O U N T Y . 

This county fends fix members to parliament: two knights of the ihire for , 
the county, two citizens for the city of Coventry, and two burgeifes for the town, 
of Warwick.. , 

^ ^ i ^ ^ ^ ^^ ̂  | j 
J?. 
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W E S T M O R E L A N D * 

N A M E . 

WE S T M O R E L A N D is fo called from the nature of the country, which 
in general is a moor or barren heath, and from its iveftem iituation, withs 

refpedt to another mooriih trad of mountains, called the Engliih Appenine. 

B O U N D A R I E S , E X T E N T and S I T U A T I O N . 

Th,is county is bounded by Cumberland on the weft, and north-weft; by the. 
biihopric of Durham on the north-eaft j by Yorkfhire on the eaft, and by Lanca-
ihire on the fouth. It extends in length, from north to fouth 30 miles 5 from weft, 
to eaft 24 miles, and is 120 miles in circumference: Orton, a market town, near, 
the middle of it, is 233 miles north-north-weft of London. , 

R I V E R S and L A K E S . 

This county is well watered with feveral rivers, and fome lakes or large bodies 
of water, generally called meres in the north of England. The principal ri-

vers 
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vers are the Eden, the Eimot, the Loder, the Can, and the Lon. The Eden 
is a river of Cumberland, and has been defcribed in the account given of that' 
county. The Eimot has its origin from a lake called Ullefwater, upon the bor-
ders of Cumberland, a few miles fouth of Penrith. This lake is fupplied by fix 
fmall ftreams, four of which are diftinguifhed by the names of Glenkern river, 
Glenkwidin river, Glenkriden river, and Hawfwater ; but the other two have no 
names. From Ullefwater the Eimot runs north by Penrith, and falls into the 
Eden, about two or three miles north of that town. The Loder is a name fup-
pofed to have been derived from Gladdwr, a Britiih word, which fignifies clear or 
limpid water. It lifues from a lake called Broadwater, fouth-eaft of Ullefwater 
and running north, falls into the Eimot, near Penrith. The river Can, Ken, or 
Kent, derives its name and origin from a lake called Kentmere, near Amblefi'de 
a market town of this county; and running fouth-eaft, paifes by Kendal, ano-
ther market town, and there forming an angle, runs fouth-weft, and falls into 
the Inih Sea a few miles weft of a market town called Burton. The Lon rifes 
near Orton, but being a river of Lancaihire, an account has been given of it in 
the defcription of that county. 

Other lefs confiderable rivers of this county are the Winder, the Lavennet-
Beck, the Swindale-Beck, and the Blenkern-Beck, 

w T h ^ p r i l l C j p a l l a k V n t h i s c o u n t ^ a n d i n d e e d t h e S r e a teft in all England is 
Winander Mere, probably fo called from its winding banks, it lies fouth of Am 
blefide upon the borders of Cumberland, and is ten miles in length from north 
to fouth and two miles in breadth. The water is exceeding cletr. There are 
feveral iflands in it, and the bottom, which is one continued rock, is in" fome 
places faid to be very deep. 

A I R , S O I L , and N A T U R A L P R O D U C T I O N S . 

The air of this county is fweet, pleafant, and healthy ; but in the mountainous 
parts fharp and piercing. UUk 

This county confifts of two divifions, the Barony of Weftmoreland, fometimes 
called the Bottom and the Barony of Kendal. The Barony of Weftmoreland 
which comprehends the north part of the county, is an open champain country' 
twenty miles long and fourteen broad, confifting of arable land, and p r o d S 
great plenty of corn and grafs. The Barony of Kendal, fo called from1 the towS 
of the fame name, which comprehends the fouth part of the county is Z v 
mountainous; the vallies however are fruitful, and even the mountains yield naf 

« ^ P ^ and botli^baronies 

This county is well fupplied with fifh ; and the char re, a delicate fort of trout 
mentioned in the account of Cumberland, is peculiar to the river Eden w S ' 
der Mere, and Ullefwater. The weftern mountains of this county , e fuppofed 
to.contain vail quantities of copper ore, and fome veins of gold / b u a s t h c c x 

^ ¿ M d f o i ^ n ° n T 0 U n t and fome other incrnive-
niencies, has been found more than equivalent to the value of what metals could 

0 b t a m e d > t h e d e % n b e f o r e of working thefe mines has been^aid afide 
M A N T J -
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M A N U F A C T U R E S . 

The chief manufa&ures of this county are ftockings and woollen cloth. 

C I V I L and E C C L E S I A S T I C A L D I V I S I O N S ! 

Each of thefe divifions is fubdivided into two wards, and each ward into con-
ftablewicks, the number of which does not appear. Weftmoreland never was 
divided into hundreds, rapes, or wapentakes, like other counties, becaufe, as is 
fuppofed, the inhabitants anciently paid no fubfidies, having been thought fuffi- • 
ciently charged in the border fervice againft the Scots. This county has no 
city, but contains eight market towns. It lies in the province of York : that part 
of it called the Barony of Weilmoreland is comprehended in the diocefe of Car-
lifle; and the other part, called the Barony of Kendal, in the diocefe of Chef-
ter ; both baronies containing 32 large pariihes. 

M A R K E T T O W N S . . 

The market towns are Amblefide* Appleby, Brough, Burton, Kendal, Kirkby 
Lonfdale, Kirkby Steven, and Orton. 

A M B L E S I D E is 250 miles diftant from London, and has a confiderable manu-
facture of cloth. 

A P P L E B Y is but a fmall variation or corruption of Aballala, the ancient Roman 
name of this town^ and that by which it is called in the Notitia. ~ It is 276 miles 
from London, and is the county town. It is fuppofed to have had formerly iheriffs 
of its own, and to have been a county of itfelf. King Henry the Firft gave it 
privileges equal to thofe of the city of York, which privileges were confirmed by 
Henry the Second, Henry the Third, and other fucceeding kings. In the reign 
of king Edward the Firft it had a mayor and two provofts, and is now governed 
by a mayor, a recorder, twelve aldermen, a common-council,, and two ferjeants 
at mace. 

Appleby is pleafantly fituated on the bank of the river Eden, by which it is 
almoft furrounded: but though it is the county town, it is by no means the 
richeft nor the handfomeft in the county. It confifts chiefly of one broad ftreet,. 
which runs with an eafy afcent from north to fouth. A t one end of this ftreet is 
an ancient caftle, fortified by the river, and by large trenches, where the river 
does not furround it. Here are two churches, a free fchool, and an hofpital, 
founded in 165 1 , by the lady Anne,, daughter and heirefs of George lord Clifford, 
and endowed for a. governeis and twelve other widows, commonly called the 
mother and twelve filters.. This place has a town hall, where the affizes are held, 
a county goal, a. bridge over the river Eden,, and the beft corn market in all. 
thefe northern parts.. 

B R O U G H , or B U R G H , UNDER* S T A N M O R E , , iignifies a Borough under a Stony 
Mountain, a diftindtion derived from the fituation of this town at the foot of a. 
mountain called. Stanmore*. It is 255 miles diftant from London, and is feparated 

into- v 

* j 
-



t - 1 1 1 ' I y 
B 2 Q W E S T M O H E L A N D . 

into two parts, one called Upper Brough and Church Brough, and the other 'cal-
led the Lower Brough and Market Brough. In Upper Brough there is a church, 
with a caftle and a fort, called Ciefar's Tower. In the other divifion is a mar-
ket place, where the market is held, which is very confiderable. 

B U R T O N - ftands -on the borders of Lancaihire, at the diftance of 244 miles 
irom London, but contains nothing worthy of note. 

K E N D A L , or C A N D A L E , is fo called from its fituation in the dale or valley of the 
river Can. It is alfo called K I R K B Y K E N D A L , or C A N D A L E , rrom its church or 
kirk It is 2^7 miles diftant from London, was incorporated by queen Eliza-
beth" and is governed under a charter of king James the Firft, by a mayor, a 
recorder, a town clerk, twelve aldermen, twenty-four burgeffes, and two attor-
nies. It has the feven trading companies-, the mercers, iheermen cordwainers, 
tanners, glovers, taylors, and pewterers, w h o h a v e e a c h a diftmcl hall • and here 
are k e p t t h e f e f f i o n s of the peace for that part of the county called the Barony 

of KendaL 

This is the largeft town in the county, and is much fuperjor to Appleby in 
trade, wealth, buildings, and number of inhabitants. It confifts chiefly of two 
¿rood ftreets, and has a large beautiful church, with twelve chapels o, eafe. 
N e a r the church is a free fchool, well endowed with exhibitions for fome fcho-
lars to Queen's College in Oxford. Here is a charity fchool for fixteen boys and 
ten girls/who are all cloathed and taught ; and over the river Can are two brid-
ges, one of ftone and another of wood. 

Kendal has had a confiderable trade in the woollen manufacture: ever fince the 
reio-n of Edward the Third; and particular laws w e r e enaCted for regulating 
Kendal cloth, as early as the times of Richard the Second and Henry the Fourth. 
This town is alfo famous for the manufactures of cottons, druggets, merges, hats, 
and worfted and yarn ftockings. 

K I R K B Y L O N S D A L E , i. e. a Church or Kirk in the Bale rf the River Lon It 
is 2 , 2 miles from London, and is a pretty large place, with a fine church, a 
good ftone bridge over the Lon, and a manufacture of woollen cloth. 

K I R K B Y S T E V E N , or S T E P H E N ' S C H U R C H , is 223 miles from London, and has. 
a free fchool, and a manufacture of yarn ftoclungs. 

O R T O N contains nothing worthy of note. 

C U R I O S I T I E S . 

A . , . The only natural curiofity of this county is a petrifying fpring, called the Drip-
^rLg? ping Well, in Betham Park, near Burton. 

A N T I Q U I T I E S . 

. • , Weftmoreland is one of the counties which in the time of the Romans was in-
biunts! a~ habited by that tribe of Britons called the Brigantes, of whom fome a c c o u n t s 

6 -
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been given among the antiquities of the county of Cumberland. And under the 
Saxon heptarchy it conftitutea part of the kingdom of Northumberland. 

The traces of two military ways of the Romans are ftill vifible in this county, Roman ant:, 
upon one of which have been difcovered feveral relicks of very remote antiquity, quities. 
It runs fouth-eaft from the city of Carliile, in Cumberland, to Penrith, near 
which it paifes the river Eimot into Weftmoreland; and crofting the county in 
nearly the fame dire&ion through Appleby, enters Yorkihire at Rear Crofs, north-
eaft of Brough under Stanmore. The other Roman highway is commonly cal-
led the Maiden-way, and runs from Caer Yorran, a Roman ftation near the Pi<5ts 
Wall in Cumberland, to Kirkby-Thore, 011 the bank of the Eden, north-weft of 
Appleby. 

Kirkby-Thore ftands alfo upon the military way that leads from Carliile; and 
adjoining to it, upon the fame caufey, in the place where the Maiden-way ter-
minates, are the ruins of an ancient town, now called Whelp Caftle, and fuppofed 
to have been the Gallagum or Gallatum of the Romans. Here Roman coins and 
urns have been frequently dug up, and a ftone with the following infcription: 
DEO B E L A T V C A D R O L I B VOTV M. F E C I T IOLVS. 

* 

At Crawdundale-Waith, near W7help Caftle, there are feveral works, fuppofed 
to have been thrown up by the Romans; and upon a rough rock here were 
found two imperfect infcriptions, one above another. The firft is read as follows: 
Varronius Pr^fettus legionis Viccfima Valentis ViEiricis and the fecond, Aelius 
Lucanus Prefect us legionis fecunda Auguftce Caftrametati funt. Thefe infcriptions 
are very different as to the form of the letters a confiderable time is therefore 
fuppofed to have intervened between the two incidents that gave occafion to them. 
Upon the fame rock was found a third infcription, intimating that the fecond 
Auguftan legion encamped at this place. 

• 0 Brougham, upon the military way to Carliile, where that way crofies the river 
Eimot, was the Brovoniacum or Brocovum of the Romans, in which the company 
of the Defenlores were ftationed. Though time has reduced this ancient city to 
a village, yet it has preferved the Roman name almoft entire; and here have 
been found feveral coins, altars, and other teftimonies of its fplendor and an-
tiquity. . I 

Near Brougham, at the confluence of the Loder and Eimot, in the year 1602^ 
a ftone was dug up, infcribed as follows, in memory of Conftantine the Great: 
IMP. C. V A L . C O N S T A N T I N O P I E N T . AVG. 

Appleby was the ftation of the Mauri Aureliani, a band of foldsers fo called cn 
account of their being fent hither by the emperor Aurelian. 

At Crakenthorp, near Appleby, are feveral large camps and here have been 
found many remains of Roman and other antiquities. 
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Brough under Stanmore, which is alfo fituated upon the military way to C a r 

lifle, was the Verterae of the Romans, where a prasfeCt was ftationed with a band 
of the DireCtores. 

- ' ' ' '• r. i; m 
Other remains of Roman antiquities difcovered along this ancient caufey, be-

fore it enters Yorkihire, are the ruins of a noble round tower at Cowplandbeck-
brig, near Brough under Stanmore fome ancient tumuli at Brough-Fair-hill the 
remains of a fquare fort at Maiden Caftle, not far from Brough, in which has been 
found Roman mortar; and a large camp at Rear Crofs, upon the borders of 
Yorkihire. 

At Water Crook, near Kendal, is an old fquare Roman fort, the banks and dit-
ches of which are ftill vifible ; and here have been found Roman coins, altars, and 
other remains of antiquity. Some have been of opinion that this was the 
old Roman ftation called Concangii, and others that it was the ancient Brovo-
niacum. j 

At Levens, fouth of Kendal, on the bank of the river Can, over which it has a 
handfome ftone bridge, are ftill to be feen the ruins of an ancient round building, ' 
which is called Kirkshead, and is faid to have been anciently a temple, dedicated 
to Diana. 

Winander Mere is fuppofed to be the Setantiorum Lacus of the Romans. 
_ » T i l 

Amblefide is fuppofed to have been the Amboglana mentioned in theNotitia; but 
however that may be, here are vaft ruins of an ancient city, with fome remains of 
a fort, 660 feet in length and 400 in breadth, and lecured by a ditch and ram-
part. That this was a work of the Romans appears from a variety of circum-
itances, fuch as Britiih bricks, mortar tempered with pieces of brick, paved ways 
leading to the place, and round ftones like mill-ftones, ufed by the Romans for 
making large pillars : befides here have been found feveral fmall urns, glafs vials, 
Roman coins, and medals of gold, filver,. and copper. 

An ancient The name Kirkby-Thore is fuppofed to have been derived from a temple which 
Daniih or formerly ftood here, dedicated to the Saxon God, Thor. To fupport this conjec-
Saxoa coin, ture, fome have thought that a figure on one fide of an ancient filver coin found 

here not many years ago, was a reprefentation of that deity ; and fome Runic cha-
racters on the other fide, have been decyphered as follows : ^ Thur Gut Luetis, 
and tranilated, The image of the god 'Thor. Some however are of opinion that this, 
piece was a medal of our Saviour ; and others believe it to have been ftruck in i 
honour of Thurgut, a Daniih admiral, who in the year 1016, blocked up the 
port of London. 'r f|| - i , Hp- & §j JU. BT I 

An ancient Near Shap, north-weft of Orton, feveral large ftones, in the form of pyramids,, 
monument, fome of which are fourteen feet diameter at the bafe, and nine feet hio-h, bein<? 

placed at equal diftances, one from another, ftand almoft in. a direCl line, a mile-
long. 
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long. They were certainly defigned to perpetuate the memory of fome action 
which hiftory ha: not recorded. 

Oppofite to Penrith, on the other fide of the Eimot, and near the confluence K ing Arthur's 

of the Eimot and Loder, is a large round intrenchment, inclofing a plain area. Round Table 

It has two paifages, oppofite one to another, and is called king Arthur's Roundand Caf le' 
Table. The trenches are on the infide, which iliews it not to have been de-
figned for a place of ftrength, but rather a fort of amphitheatre forjufts and 
tournaments. 

Near King Arthur's Round Table is a ftone fort, in the form of a horfe ihoe» 
opening towards the table, and called by fome King Arthur's Caftle. It is alfo 
called Mayburgh, or Maybrough, a name which in the ancient Saxon language 
fignifies a fort of union or alliance, and is fuppofed to have been derived from a 
peace concluded here in the year 926, between iEthelftan, king of Eng-
land, Conftantine, king of Scotland, Hacval, king of Wales, and other 
princes. 

Near Kirkby Steven are the ruins of a caftle, called Hartley Caftle, which was Ancient 

built before the reign of king Edward the Second; and near Kendal are thecaftles-
ruins of another caftle, called Kendal Caftle, but when, or by whom it was 
built, does not appear. 

E C C L E S I A S T I C A L A N T I Q^U I T I E S. 

The ecclefiaftical antiquities of this county are very few. At Prefton, near 
Kirkby Lonfdale, Thomas Fitz-Gofpatric Fitz-Orme, about the end of the reign 
of king Henry the Second, founded an abbey of Premonftratenfian canons, de-
dicated to St. Mary Magdalen ; but they feem to have removed in their foun-
der's lifetime, to a valley near Shap, where they continued till the general diifo-
lution, when here were twenty religious men, with yearly revenues amounting to 
154I. 1 7 s . yd. 
• 

At Kirkby Lonfdale was an hofpital of lepers, dedicated to St. Leonard, as 
early as the reign of Flenry the Second. It had yearly revenues valued upon 
the diifolution at 1 1 1 . 4 s. 3 d . 

At Appleby there was a houfe of White friars, faid to have been founded by 
lord Veiey, lord Percy, and lord Clifford, in the year 1281 , 
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M E M B E R S of P A R L I A M E N T for this C O U N T Y . 

Weftmoreland fends four members to parliament: two knights of the ihire 
for the county, and two burgeifes for the borough of Appleby. 
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^ s a l i t o y ^ a r ^ f ^ « ^ 

/ T ^ r a a U j ^ ^ Eratlcn y^ ± / ù->^Ss^Xsmngti/v ^ / JT ^ / 

L i jr T O F 
;
ftoamel l/^ffi, ^ 0 ' OrcheJfrnsStMvy ^ tBucfrnlnkterĵ A (f 
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W I L T S H I R E . I 

N A M E . 

TH E name of this county is derived from Wilton* a borough town, and for-
merly the chief town in the county. 

B O U N D A R I E S , E X T E N T , and S I T U A T I O N . 

Wiltihire is bounded on the north and north-weft by Glocefterihire, on the 
north-eaft by Berkihire, on the weft by Somerfetfhire, on the fouth by Dorfet-
ihire, and on the fouth-eaft by Hampihire. It extends in length, from north to 
fouth, 40 miles, in breadth 30 miles, and is 142 miles in circumference. De-
vizes, a market town near the middle of the county, is 89 miles nearly weft of 
London. 

R I V E R S . 

The principal rivers of this county are the Thames, the Upper and Lower 
Avon, the Nedder, the Willey, the Bourne and the Kennet. The Thames en-
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ters the north part of this county, from Glocefterihire, near its fource, and runs 
eaftward by Crekelade, a borough town, into Berklhire. The Upper Avon rifes 
in the middle of the county, near Devizes, and runs fouthward, by the city of 
Salifbury, into Hampihire. The lower Avon rifes in Glocefterihire, and entering 
this county near Malmeibury, a borough town, runs fouth by Chippenham, an-
other borough town, and turning weftward, feparates the counties of Glocefter 
and Someriet, as" mentioned in the account of Glocefterihire. The Nedder 
derives its name from the Saxon word nastfo/ie an adder, alluding to its winding 
ftream. It riles not far from Shaftibury in Dorfetihire, upon the borders of this 
county, and running north-eaft, falls into the Willey at Wilton. The Willey rifes 
near Warmifter, a market town, and running fouth-eaft, after receiving the Ned-
der, falls into the Upper Avon, on the weft fide of Salifbury. The Bourne rifes 
not far from Great Bedwin, a borough town, and running fouth, falls into the 
Upper Avon, on the eaft fide of Saliibury. The Kennet rifes near the fpring of 
the Upper Avon, and runs eaftward by Marlborough, a borough town, into 
Berkfhire. 

The lefs confiderable rivers of this county are the Calne, the Were, and the 
Deveril. 

A I R , S O I L and N A T U R A L P R O D U C T I O N S . 

The air of Wiltfhire is fweet and healthy; it is fharp on the hills, but mild in 
the vallies, even in winter. 

The northern part of this county, called North Wiltfhire, abounds with plea-
fant rifings and clear ftreams, forming a variety of delightful profpe&s ; the fouth-
ern part is very rich and fruitful, and the middle, called Salifbury Plains, from the 
city of Saliibury in their neighbourhood, confifts chiefly of downs, v/hich afford 
the beft pafture for iheep. The foil of the hills and downs in general is chalk and 
clay, but the vallies between them abound with corn fields and rich meadows ; 
and here are made great quantities of as good chefe as any in England. 

In fome parts of Wiltfhire, particularly about Eaft Lavington, a market town, 
is found a fort of herbage, called Knotgrafs, near twenty feet in length, and ufed 
in feeding hogs. In the Upper Avon, near Ambrefbury, is found a fmall fiili 
called a loach, which the people in this neighbourhood put into a glafs of fack, 
and fwallow alive. The north part of the county yields plenty of wood; and in 
the fouth parts, particularly at Chilmark, near Hindon, a borough town, are ex-
ceeding good quarries, where the ftones are very large ; fome of them are 60 feet 
in length, and 12 in thicknefs, without a flaw. As there is no coal in this coun-

• ty, fuel is fcarce. 

M A N U F A C T U R E S . 

The beft fort of Englifh broad cloths, both white and dyed, are manufa&ured 
in this county. 
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C I V I L and E C C L E S I A S T I C A L D I V I S I O N S . 

Wiltfhire is divided into 29 hundreds, and contains one city and twenty-four 
market towns. It lies in the province of York, and diocefe of Saliibury, and has 
304 parifhes. 

C I T Y and M A R K E T T O W N S . 

The city is Saliibury, or New Sarum ; and the market towns are Ambrefbury, 
Auburn, Bedwin Great, Bradford, Calne, Chippenham, Creklade, Devizes, 
Downton, Hareibury, Highworth* Hindon, Lavington Eaft, Ludgerfhal, 
Malrneibury, Marlborough, Mere, Old Sarum, Swindon, Trowbridge, Warmi-
fter, Weftbury, Wilton, and Wotton Baffet. 

S A L I S B U R Y , or N E W S A R U M , derives its name and origin from Old Sarum, 
which the ancient Romans called Sorbiodunum; from Sorbiodunum it is imagined 
came the more modern Latin name Sarum, and the Saxon name Seajiypbyprr, of 
which Salifbury is a variation. The Roman name Sorbiodunum is fuppofed to have 
been a corruption of the ancient Britiih word Sorviodunum, which fignifies a dry 
hill, fuch as that on which the town of Old Sarum ftands: and the^Saxon word 
S y j 1 ^ which fignifies a town, is thought to have been fubftituted in the place of 
Dunum, a hill Some however are of opinion, that the Saxon name is a primitive 
one, alluding alfo to the dry quality of the foil the town ftands upon. And it is 
obferved, that the Saxon word peapan fignifies to dry, which, in compofition with 
Byjiyg, might form the name Seajtypbypig. 

Saliibury is 83 miles diftant from London: it is a bifhop's fee, and the city, ' 
which is not much more than 500 years old, owes its origin to a cathedral founded ' 
here in 12 19 , in the fourth year of king Henry the Third, by biihop Poor, who 
removed hither from Old Sarum, upon which the greateft part of the citizens of 
that place followed him. New Sarum, or Salifbury, as it then began to be 
called, increafed fo faft, that it was incorporated by king Henry the Third, and 
is now ^governed by a mayor, a high fteward, a recorder, a deputy-recorder, 
twenty-four aldermen, thirty common council men, a town clerk, and three fer-
jeants at mace. 

This is a large,, well built, clean city, fituated in a valley, and watered by the 
Upper Avon on the weft and fouth, and by the Bourne on the eaft. The ftreets 
are generally fpacious, and built at right angles. The cathedral, which was 
fimfhed in 1258, at the expence of above 26,000!. is, of a Gothic building, the 
moft elegant and regular in the kingdom. It is in the form of a lanthorn, with a 
beautiful fpire of free-ftone in the middle, which is 4 10 feet high, beino- the tall-
efc in England, The length of the church is 478 feet, the breadth is y6%et, and 
and the height of the vaulting 80 feet. The outfide is magnificent, there beino 
no outfide wall, but only buttreifes and windows. The windows are faid to be as 
many in number as the days in a year; and a particular defcription of its feveral 
ornaments would fwell to a confiderable volume. The bells for the fervice of this 
church,, which are eight in number, hang in a ftrong, high built fteeple3 erected 
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another quarter of the church-yard; the walls of the fpire, which towards the top 
are little more than four inches thick, being judged too weak for fuch a weight of 
metal; fo that in the cathedral there is only one bell, which rings when the biihop 
comes to the choir. 

This church has a cloifter, which is 150 feet fquare, and of as "fine workmanfhip 
as any in England, The chapter-houfe, which is an oCtagon, is 150 feet in 
circumference ; and yet the roof bears all upon one fmall pillar in the center, fo 
much too weak in appearance for the fupport of fuch a prodigious weight, that 
the conftruCtion of this building is thought one of the greateft curiofities of the 
kind in Europe. 

There is a library well furniihed with books, belonging to this cathedral, 
and adjoining to it is a clofe, for the refidence of the canons and prebendaries, 
which is fo large and well built, that it looks like a fine city of itfelf. 

Befides the cathedral, there are in this city three other churches, and three 
charity fchools, in which 170 children are taught and cloathed. It has an hofpi-
tal or college, founded in 1683, by biihop Ward, for ten widows of poor clergy- I 
men ; and here are feveral boarding-fchools for young gentlemen and ladies. 

This city has a fpacious market-place, in which is a fine town-houfe; and the 
water of the Avon runs through the ftreets in canals lined with brick. There are 
no vaults in the churches, nor cellars in any part of the city, the foil being fo 
moift, that the water rifes up in graves dug in the cathedral, and is fometimes 
two feet high in the chapter-houfe. 0 

. . I 
The manufactures of this city are flannels, druggets, and the cloths called Sa-

iifbury whites. It is alfo famous for the manufactures of bone-lace and fciifars • 
and may be reckoned as fiouriihing a city as any in England, that depends en-
tirely on a home trade. 

A M B R E S R U R Y is thought by fome to take its name from Ambrofius Aurelianus 
a Briton, who, in the declenfion of the Roman empire, aflumed the government 
of this county, and founded a monaftery here, which gave rife to the town. But 
others are of opinion, that the town is more ancient, and derives its name from 
Ambres, the fuppofed name of an ancient neighbouring pile. It is 80 miles from 
London, has a handfome church, a charity-fchool, founded in 1 7 15 , for fifteen 
boys and as many girls, and feveral good inns. 

A U B U R N is 31 miles diftant from London, and is a fmall inconiiderable town 
of no note. 3 

B E D W I N , called alfo G R E A T B E D W I N , ftands upon the borders of Berkihire at 
the diftance of 72 miles from London, and is an ancient boroug-h by prefcription 
governed by a portreeve, chofen yearly at the court leet of the lord of the borough " 
the portreeve chuies a bailiff and other officers: Here is a fpacious church buili 
or flints, with a cement almoft as hard as the ftones. It is in the form of a' crofs 
with a high tower in the middle, and a ring of fix good bells. " ' 

' B R A D F O R D 
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B R A D F O R D is a contraction of the ancient Saxon name Bradenford, which figni-
fies a broad ford, and was thus called from a ford at this place over the Lower 
Avon, upon the bank of which it is fituated, at the diftance of 98 miles from 
London. This town now has a bridge over the Avon ; and here are two charity 
fchools, and a great manufacture of broad cloth. 

C A L N E is 88 miles diftant from London, and is a borough by prefcription, ha-
ving fent members to parliament ever fince the twenty-fixth year of Edward the 
Firft. It b governed by two ftewards, chofen yearly, and burgeffes without limi-
tation ; and is a populous, well built, litfle town, fituated on a ftony hill, near a 
fmall river of the fame name, that runs into the Lower Avon. Here is a neat 
church, a charity-fchool for 40 boys, and a manufacture of cloth. 

C H I P P E N H A M , called by the Saxons Lyppanham, a marketplace, is diftant 
from London 94 miles, and was' an ancient borough by prefcription but being 
incorporated by queen Mary, it is now governed by a bailiff and twelve burgeffes. 
It-is a large, populous, well-built town, with a magnificent church, and a chari-
ty-fchool for 24 boys. Here is a bridge of fixteen arches over the Lower Avon, 
and a manufacture of cloth. It ftands in the great road between London and 
Briftol; and at Weftmead, in the neighbourhood, there are frequent horfe-races. 

C R E K E L A D E , or C R I C K L A D E , was anciently called Cerigwlad, a Britiih word, 
which fignifies a Jlony or rocky trail of country, fuch as that in which this town is 
fituated : but fome are of opinion, that the name is compounded of the two Saxon 
words cpaecca, a brook, and labian, to empty, becaufe here two fmall ftreams, 
called the Rey and the Churn, empty themfelves into the Thames. Others, 
who have called this town Grekelade, relate, that there formerly was a Greek 
fchool at this place, which being tranilated to Oxford, was the origin of the uni-
verfity of that city: but as this ftory feems to be founded wholly on the fimilarity 
of the found Crekelade to that of Grekelade, it is generally believed that the name 
Grekelade was invented merely to fupport the ftory. 

' This town is 81 miles diftant from London, and is an ancient borousrh by pre-
fcription, governed by a bailiff. It contains about 1400 houfes, and ¿as a parifh 
church, and a free fchool founded by Robert Jenner, Efq; 

D E V I Z E S , or the V I E S , probably derived its names from the Latin name 
<vif<e, which fignifies divifions, and might be conferred upon this town from its 
having been anciently divided between the king and the biihop of Saliibury. 

It was incorporated by king Charles the Firft, and is governed by a mayor, a 
recorder, eleven matters, and thirty-fix common council men. It is a large, po-
pulous town, fituated on an eminence, and confifting chiefly of two long ftreets, 
running parallel one to another. The buildings are old, and for the moft part of 
timber, but have not a bad appearance. Here are three parifh churches, a cha-
pel, a meeting-houfe for. proteftant diffenters, and a very good charity-fchool 
This place is ill fupplied with water, but has a good manufacture of woollen 
cloths, particularly druggets, and a confiderable trade in malt; and here is one 
of the beft markets in England for corn, wool, horfes, and all forts of cattle. 
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D O W N T O N , or D O N C K E T O N , is pleafantly fituated on the bank of the Upper 
Avon, at the diftance of 84 miles from London, and is an ancient borough by 
prefcription, governed by a mayor chofen yearly at the lord of the manor's court 
leet. 

H A R E S B U R Y , H E I G I - I T S B U R Y , H E Y T S B U R Y , or H A T C H B U R Y , is 99 miles-
diftant from London, and is an ancient borough by prefcription, governed by a 
bailiff and burgeffes. Here is a collegiate church, with four prebendaries, a free* 
fchool, and an almshoufe for twelve poor men and a woman. 

H I G H W O R T H derives its name from its fituation on a high hill, near the borders 
of Berkfhire : it is 73 miles diftant from London, and is governed by a mayor and 
an alderman, but contains nothing worthy of note. 

H I N D O N is 94 miles diftant from London, in a great thoroughfare from that 
city to the fouth parts of Somerfetfhire: it is a fmall borough, governed by a bai-
liff and burgeffes, and has a manufacture of fine twift, 

L A V I N G T O N is alfo called E A S T L A V I N G T O N , and M A R K E T L A V I N G T O N , by 
way of diftinCtion from a village fituated near it, called Weft Lavington, and 
Bifhop's Lavington. It is 87 miles diftant from London, and has a charity-fchool. 
for thirty-fix children, and fome almshoufes. 

L U D G E R S H A L , o r L u R G E S H A L , is diftant from London 57 miles, and is an an-
cient borough by prefcription, governed by a bailiff chofen annually at the court 
leet -of the manor. It confifts only of a few mean houfes^ and contains nothing 
worthy of notice. 

M A L M E S B U R Y is fo called by a corruption of the original name Maildulphbury, 
or the town of Maildulph, a name derived from Maildulph, a Scotch monk, who 
in the feventh century founded a monaftery here. It ftands on a hill, at the dif-
tance of 89 miles from London, and was firft incorporated by Edward, king of 
the Weft Saxons, about the year 916. It is now governed under a charter of 
king William the Third, by an alderman, who is chofen yearly, twelve capital 
burgeffes, and four affiftants, landholders and commoners. 

It is a neat town, with a parifh church, which was formerly an abbey church, 
and in which is ftill to be feen the fepulchral monument of king Arthur, who was 
buried under the high altar. Here is an almshoufe for four men and four women,, 
founded by Mr. Jenner goldfmith of London and no lefs than fix bridges over 
the Lower Avon. This town carries on a confiderable trade in the woollen manu-
facture. 

M A R L B O R O U G H derives its name from its fituation at the bottom of a hill of 
white ftone or chalk, anciently called Marie. It is 75 miles from London, and is J 
an ancient borough by prefcription, now governed by a mayor, two juftices, 
twelve aldermen, twenty-four burgeffes, a town-clerk, two bailiffs, two ferjeants 
at mace, and other officers. 

It 
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It is a well built town, confifting chiefly of one broad ftreet, with a piazza on 
one whole fide of it. It ftands in the great road from London to Bath and Briftol, 
and is well furnifhed with convenient inns. Here are two parifh churches, and a 
charity fchool, founded in 1 7 1 2 , for 44 children; and on the weft fide of the 
town is an artificial mount, with a fpiral walk; and on the top an oCtagon fum-
mer-houfe. 

There are few manufacturers in this place, the chief tradefmen of the town be-
ing fhopkeepers. 

' - . : 

M E R E derives its name from the Saxon word OOeape, a boundary or land-mark 
and might have been given to this town from its fituation upon the borders of 
both Dorfetfhire and Somerfetfhire. It is 102 miles diftant from London, and is a 
confiderable ftaple for wool. 

O L D S A R U M , or S A L I S B U R Y , ftands at the diftance of one mile north of the 
city of Saliibury, and was formerly the fee of a biihop, who had a caftle and ca-
thedral here but king Stephen quarrelling with biihop Roger, feized the caftle, 
and put a garrifon in it, which was the firft occafion of the ruin of this ancient 
city for, not long after, biihop Poor tranflated the epifcopal feat to the valley 
below it, where the city of Saliibury now ftands, and founded a cathedral there ; 
and the citizens being often vexed at the infolence of the ganrifon, and labouring 
under inconveniences for the want of water, and on account of the bleaknefs of the 
air, to which the height of their fituation expofed them, removed to the new 
city. Old Sarum is now reduced to a fingle farm-houfe, and yet it fends two 
members to parliament, who are eleCted by the proprietors of certain adjacent 
lands. 

S W I N D O N is a fmall inconfiderable town, at the diftance of 7 3 miles from Lon-
don, with a fine profpeCt over the vale of White-horfe in Berkihire. 

T R O W B R I D G E was formerly called Tpufabpi j , a name which fignifies a firong 
bridge, and is fuppofed to have been derived from a bridge of ftone over the river 
VVere, at this place. Some, however, are of opinion, that this was originally 
called Trolbridge, from a tything ftill in the liberty and parifh of this town, called 
Trot-, and a large common near it is to this day called Trol Common. 

Trowbridge is 99 miles diftant from London, and has a manufacture of 
broadcloth, and for moft part of the fine fort, mixed with Spalv.ih wool. The 
court of the dutchy of Lancafter for this county, is held here annually about Mi-
chaelmas. 

W A R M I S T E R , or W A R M I N S T E R , is by Mr. Camden believed to be the town 
called Verlucio by the Romans ; and of the firft fyllable of the Roman name, and the 
Saxon word COinptep, which fignifies a monaftery, he fuppofes the prefent name to be 
compounded but no remains of Roman antiquities have been difcovered here to 
fupport that conjecture. Warmifter ftands upon the river Deveril, at the diftance 
of 99 miles from London, and had great privileges formerly, with exemption 
from all tribute or tax. It is a populous place, with very good inns, and has the 

U u 2 " greateft 

1 



, W I L T S H I R E . 

greateft trade in malt of any town in the weft of England ; alfo a confiderable 
trade in cheefe, wool and cloth, 

W E S T B U R Y is fo called from its fituation in the weftern part of the county* 
near the river Were; it is 95 miles from London, was firft incorporated by King 
Henry the Fourth, and is now governed by a mayor, a recorder, and twelve 
aldermen or b'urgeifes. It is fuppofed to • have derived its origin from a Roman 
ftation about half a mile to the north of it, and had formerly as great privileges 
as the city of BriftoL It has a good church, a manufacture of coarfe broad-cloth, 
aild a great market for corn. 

W I L T O N derives its. name from its fituation upon the bank of the river Willey. 
It is 87 miles diftant from London, and in the time of the Saxons was a biihop's 
fee, with twelve parifh churches, and the great road from London to the weft of 
England paifed through it; but Robert Wyvil biihop of Saliibury, in the reign of 
Edward the Third, having, by the king's grant, turned the weftern road through 
the city of Saliibury, this town foon declined. It is governed under a charter of 
king Henry the Eighth, by a mayor, a recorder, five aldermen, three capital 
burgeffes, eleven common council men, a town-clerk, a king's bailiff, and a 
mayor's ferjeant; and here the county courts are ufually held, and the knights of 
the ihire chofen. 

It is now, however, a mean place, with only one church, and a tapeftry 
manufacture. But here is a magnificent palace belonging to the earl of Pem-
broke, called Wilton-houfe, which was begun in the reign of king Henry the 
Eighth, ,on the ruins of an abbey; part of it, called the Great Quadrangle, was. 
finifhed in the reign of Edward the Sixth, and the reft were defigned by Inigo 
Jones, and finifhed in the reign of Charles the Firft. This feat, with its gardens, 
furniture, and ornaments, particularly its fine paintings and antique ftatues, is 
juftly admired as one of the principal objeCts of curiofity in Europe. 

" W O T T O N B A S S E T is 78 miles diftant from London, and is a borough both by-
charter and prefcription, governed by a mayor, two aldermen, and twelve capital 
burgeffes. It is a mean place, the houfes being for the moft part thatched ; and 
it is fo poor, that the loweft mechanic is often at the head of the body corporate.. 
It has a fmall charity fchool, and a fmall manufacture of cloth. 

C U R I O S I T I E S . . 

Medicinal The natural curiofities of this county are very few. At Holt, a village north 
faring. of Bradford, a medicinal fpring was difcovered in 1718* which is in great repute 

for the cure of fcorbutic and fcrophulous diftempers. 

It is faid that the fteeple of the cathedral church of Old Sarum,. which was 
accidcmabIe kuilt not long after the Conqueft, was let on fire by lightning the very next day 

after the church was confecrated. 

At Tetfbury, near Hindon, was a church with a fteeple, which was thrown down: 
by a ftorm of thunder and lightning* in the month of January 1762. 

* A 
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A remarkable accident happened in the year 977, at a great fynod or convocation, 
which was held at Calne, and at which the king, nobility and bifhops were pre-
fent, to decide a conteft between the regular and fecular priefts, relating to the 
celibacy of the clergy, and to the monks holding of benefices, which the feculars 
confidered as an encroachment upon their rights. In the courfe of the debate, as 
a Scotch biihop was zealouily pleading for the feculars, all the timbers of the af-
fembly room fuddenly gave way, and the whole fabric fell to the ground. By 
this accident moft of the fecular priefts were killed, and buried under the ruins, 
and many of the other priefts were wounded, and fome killed; but the feat of 
archbiihop Dunftan, the chief advocate for the monks, and the prefident of the 
fynod, remaining firm and unhurt, his prefervation was interpreted as a miracu-
lous declaration of heaven in their favour ; upon which the fecular priefts in Dun-
ftan's province were turned out, and monks put in their room. 

In November 1725 , it rained fo excefiively at Calne, that the river fuddenly 
overflowing fome perfons were drowned in the ftreet in fight of their neighbours, 
who coukTnot venture to their relief; the flood damaged feveral houfes, and vaft 
quantities of goods j and among many other things of great weight carried off a 
caik of oil, containing an hundred gallons. 

Coiham, near Chippenham, is remarkable for its healthy fituation,. it being L . 
very common to find many inhabitants in this village 80, 9.0, or even 100 years * 
old - and not long ago, it is faid, that ten perfons of this place, whofe ages toge-
ther amounted to upwards of a thoufand years,, danced the Morri.ce dance at a 
gentleman's houfe in the neighbourhood. 

The town of Malmeibury, in this county, is remarkable for producing feveral Eminent men 
men that were very eminent in the republic of letters, among whom was William natives of tfe 
of Malmeibury, a monk, who compiled a judicious abridgment of the Engliih count>'-
hiftory f r o m the firft landing of the Saxons, to the twenty-eighth year of king 
Henry the Firft, and died in 1 1 4 2 . Mr. Thomas Hobbes, well known among 
the learned for his philofophical and political works, was alfo a native of this 
town • and Edward earl of Clarendon, grandfather to queen Mary and. queen 
Anne' and author of the hiftory of the rebellion, was born near Highworth in this, 
county. 

A n t i q u i t i e s . 
Wiltfhire, in the time of the Romans, was part of the territories of the Belgae,. Ancient inh** 

of whom mention has been made in the account of Hampihire. It is fuppofed, 
that North-Wiltihire was inhabited by that tribe of the Belgs which was chftin-
e-uiihed by the name of Cangi, and is taken notice of in the account of the anti-
quires of Somerfetihire. And in the time of the Saxon Heptarchy, this county 
conftituted part of the kingdom of the Weft Saxons. In ancient writers, Wilt-
fhire is called Severma, and Provincia Severorum% from Sevena,. a name by which 
Old Sarum was formerly known. 

The confular way of the Romans, called the Foffe-way, enters this county out Roman and-
of Glocefterihire, at Kemble, north-eaft of Malmeibury 5. and running fouth-weft,quitiea. 
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paifes into Somerfetfhire, at the Shire-ftones, where the counties of Glocefter, 
Somerfet and Wilts meet, north-eaft of Bath in Somerfetfhire. This way is eafily 
traced through Wiltfhire, where in many parts it is ftill very plain and entire, and 
exhibits fome confiderable remains of Roman antiquity. 

The Lower Avon, which croffes the Foffe-way near Malmeibury, is fuppofed to 
be the Antona mentioned by Tacitus, and the Bladon of William of Malmeibury; 
and the river Willey is thought to be the Alanus of Ptolemy. 

Sherfton, near Malmeibury, and the Foffe-way, is fuppofed to have been a Ro-
man ftation, from Roman coins that have been frequently found here : there are 
alfo feveral barrows in the neighbourhood but under what name it was known to 
the Romans does not appear. 

At Weft-Kington, north-weft of Chippenham, near the Foffe-way, there is a 
camp, with a fingle ditch, fuppofed to be Roman ; and at Bury wood, weft of 
Chippenham, there is a camp, with a double entrenchment. 

r Wanborough, two miles eaft of Swindon, is fuppofed to have been a Ro-
man town i for here have been found, at different times, great quantities of Ro-
man coins. 

Not far from Studely, near Calne, are the ruins of a Roman ftation, from 
which it is fuppofed the town of Calne took its origin, and where Roman coins 
have been frequently found. 

At Lekham, fouth of Chippenham, upon the Lower Avon, Roman coins are 
often dug up; and in a field near Lacock, fouth of Lekham, thofe coins have 
.been found in fuch numbers, that the place was called Silverfield. 

On a hill called Rundway-hill, near Devizes, is a fquare camp, with a fino-jc 
trench, fuppofed to be Roman. Many Roman coins, of different emperors, have 
been found in the neighbourhood of Devizes, together with pots and other 
earthen veifels, fuppofed to be of Roman antiquity. In 1714, a large urn, full 
of Roman coins, was found buried under the ruins of an ancient building, near 
the fame place; and feveral brafs ftatues of heathen deities were found crowded 
between flat ftones, and covered with Roman brick. This collection of deities 
which was carried about the kingdom as a ihow, and is fuppofed to have been 
buried about the year 234, when the Roman troops were called out of Britain 
confifted of a Jupiter Ammon, about four inches long, weighing fomewhat 
more than four ounces : Neptune, with his trident, the teeth of which are much 
fhorter than ufually reprefented; this figure is about four inches in length, and 
weighs four ounces: a Bacchus, much of the fame weight and dimensions : a 
Vulcan, fomething lefs than any of the figures already mentioned : a Venus 
about fix inches long, the left arm broken off, but the figure much the beft 
.finifhed of the whole collection : a Pallas, with a fpear, fhield and helmet, be-
tween three and four inches in length : a Hercules, about four inches loner, 
weighing fix ounces and a half. Befides thefe, there were a Mercury, a Veil?]. 
"Virgin, the Wolf with Romulus and Remus, fome Egyptian deities, and a coin 
df the emperor Alexander Severus, 

Heddington, 

/ 
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Heddington, about four miles north of Devizes, was a Roman town, the 

foundations of the houfes being ftill vifible for a mile together ; and feveral Ro-
man coins having, at different times, been found here : fome have been of opi-
nion, that this was the Yerlucio mentioned by Antoninus; but it is generally fup-
pofed, that Yerlucio was fituated about half a mile north of Weftbury, where the 
ruins of a large town have been difcovered, and where many Roman coins have 
been dug up •, and from this town it is believed that Weftbury had its origin. It 
has been already obferved, that Camden places Yerlucio at Warminfter. 

In Farley park, fouth-weft of Trowbridge, on the borders of Somerfetfhire, 
a Roman pavement of chequer work was dug up about half a century ago. 

Upon the river Willey, not far from Harefbury, is a very large camp, forti-
fied with a deep double ditch, and called Yanefbury Caftle. From its figure, it 
is by fome fuppofed to have been Roman, and fuch are alfo of opinion, that Vef-
pafian encamped here when he was lieutenant of the 20th legion, under Clau-
dius ; he is faid to have fubje&ed two tribes or nations in this part of Britain to 
the Roman empire. It is alfo thought, that there are fome remains of the name 
Vefpajian in that oiTaneJbury and yet others are of opinion that this camp was Danifh.. 

Old Sarum had anciently not only the names Sorbiodunum. and Sarum, but Se-
veria alfo whence it is inferred, that the emperor Severus, living the greater part 
of his time in Britain, might fometimes refide here: however that may be, it is 
certain that this town was much frequented in the time of the later emperors,, as 
appears by the coins of Conftance, Magnentius, Conftantine,, and. Crifpus,. found 
in this place. 

Not far from Ludgerfhal there are the remains of" a great caufeway, fuppofed to 
"have been a Roman vicinal wayj and at Efcourt, north-eaft of Ludgerfhal, and 
near the caufeway, there was dug up, in the year 1693, a large earthen veffel, 
with two fmaller veffels within it, one of which was full of bones and afhes. 

At Cafterly, north-eaft of Eaft Lavington, there is a large irregular camp, 
with a fmgle trench, fuppofed to. be Roman. 

On the eaft fide of Martenfall hill,, fouth of Marlborough, there is a quadran-
gular camp, with a fmgle trench, fuppofed to have been Roman 5, and near this-
camp was found a brafs coin of Conftantine^ 

Marlborough was a Roman town,, called Cunetium. Here are the ruins of a 
caftle, which feems to have been a Roman work ; and in the fite of this caftle 
fome Roman brafs coins have been found. The name of this town does not oc-
cur in any of the annals of this, county, from the commencement of the Saxon hep-
tarchy to the Norman conqueft but by the infcription, CVH. . : . N E T . . : . TI . 
on the reverfe of a Saxon coin, ftill extant in fome collection, it is fuppofed that 
Cunetium is meant. 

A ditch of an extraordinary fize, called Wanfdyke, runs crofs Wiltfhire from aldofhf^' 
weft to eaft. Wanfdyke is a corruption or contra&ion of the Saxon name eminent 

6 WoSeneptuc, ditches.. 
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'Wot)enert>ic, IVodetis Ditch, the Ditch of Woden, a. Saxon deity, the reputed 
progenitor of the Saxons. The name Wanfdyke has given rife to a fabulous and 
extravagant opinion among the common people, that this ditch was cut by the 
devil on a Wednefday. Wanfdyke divides this county nearly into two equal 
parts, and may be traced from the city of Bath, in Somerfetfhire, to Great Bed-
win, 'upon the borders of Berkfhire. Among antiquaries there are various opi-
nions concerning it. Some make it a boundary between the Belgse and Dobuni, 
who inhabited thofe parts in the time of the Romans, and called it Guahan-
Glaudh, which fignifies a Separating Bitch: fome think it was a boundary be-
tween the Weft Saxons and Mercians but others, that it was cut long before 
the Mercian kingdom was fettled, by Cerdic, the firft king of the Weft Saxons, 
or his fon, Kenric, as a bar againft the incurfions of the Britons, from their gar-
rifons at Bath, Glocefter, and Cirencefter and this opinion is fupported by the 
hiftorian William of Malmefbury, who fays, that in the year 590, the Saxons 
were routed by the Britons at Wodenfdyke. The rampart and graif of this 

' ditch are very large, and the rampart is on the fouth fide. 

There are feveral lefs confiderable ditches ftill vifible in this county, particu-
larly upon Saliibury Plain ; and in a Saxon charter of lands, which were given 
to an abbey at Wilton, mention is made of no lefs than thirteen diftinft dykes, 
which fome think might have been cut to divide fome great lordfhips from 
each other. 

Stone-henge. But the moft curious and famous remain of antiquity in this county, and in-
deed in all Britain, is a pile of huge ftones in Salifbury Plain, about fix miles 
north of the city of Salifoury, called Stone-henge -/concerning the origin, ufe, and 
ftru&ure of which, antiquaries are much divided. 

The name Stone-henge is purely Saxon, and fignifies no more than hangingft ones, 
or a ftone gallows. It probably alludes to the difpoiition of feveral of the ftones 
of which this wonderful fabric confifts. Some however fuppofe the true name to 
be Stonhengeft, and fuppofe it to have been a monument ere&ed by Ambrofius, a 
Britiih king, in memory of the Britons flaughtered at or near this place, by , 
Heno-ift, the Saxon. But Dr. Stukeley, who not many years ago wrote a learn-
ed treatife upon this piece of antiquity, has endeavoured to fhow that the origi-
nal name of Stone-henge was Ambres, from which he fuppofes the adjacent town 
of Ambrefbury had its name. The ancient Britons called it Choir-gaur, which 
Dr. Stukeley is of opinion fignifies the Great Church, or Cathedral. The Choir-
gaur of the ancient Britons was by the monks latinized Chorea Gigantum, or the 
Giants Dance, a name fuited to the fuperftitious notions they had of the ftru&ure, 
and to the reports of magic concerned in raifing it. 

Stone-henge is fituated near the fummit of a hill, and confifts of the remains 
of two circular and two oval ranges of rough ftones, having one common cen-
ter. The outer circle is 108 feet in diameter, and in its perfection confifted of 
thirty upright ftones, of which there are feventeen ftill ftanding, and feven more 
lying upon the ground, either whole or in pieces. The upright ftones are from 
eighteen to twenty feet high, from fix to feven feet broad, and about three feet 
thick; and being placed at the diftance of three feet and an half one from an-
other, are joined at top by impofts, or ftones laid acrofs, with tenons fitted 

to 
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to mortifes in the uprights, for keeping them in their due pofition. Of the im-
ports or crofs ftones, there are fix ftili ftanding, each of which is feven feet long, 
and about three feet and an half thick. The upright ftones are wrought a lit-
tle with a chiffel, and fomething tapered towards the top, but the impofts are 
quite plain : all the uprights are fixed in a kind of fockets, dug in a chalky foil, 
with fmall flints rammed in between the ftone and the focket. 

The inner circle, which never had any impofts, is fomewhat more than eight 
feet from the infide of the outward one, and confifted originally of forty ftones, 
the general proportions of which are one half the dimenfions of the uprights of the 
outer circle every way. Of the forty original ftones, which compofed this circle, 
there are about nineteen left, and of thefe only eleven ftanding. The walk be-
tween thefe two circles is 300 feet in circumference and from this walk the 
ftru&ure has a furprifing and awful effed on the beholders. 

At the diftance of about nine feet from the inner circle, is the outer oval range, 
which is fuppofed to be the principal part of the work, and by moft writers is cal-
led the cell and the adytum. The ftones that compofe it are ftupendous, fome 
of them meafuring thirty feet in height. This range confifts of five compages, 
or trilithons, as they are fometimes called, being formed of two uprights, with 
an impoft at top, like the outer circle ; and of thefe compages three are inure* 
but two fomewhat decayed. The inner oval is compofed of twenty ftones, each 
about fix feet high; and near the eaftern extremity of this oval, "is a ftone of 
coarfe blue marble, about fixteen feet long and four feet broad, which lies fiat 
upon the ground, is fomewhat preifed into it, and is fuppofed to have been an 
altar. 

This work is inclofed by a deep trench, near thirty feet broad, and upwards 
of an hundred feet from the outer circle. Over this trench there are three en-
trances, the moft confiderable of which faces the north-eaft. At each entrance, on 
the outfide of the trench, there feems to have been two huge ftones fet up in the 
manner of a gate j and parallel to thefe, on the infide, two other ftones, of a fmal-
ler fize. The whole number of ftones of which this ftru&ure confifted, is com-
puted to be juft 140. 

The rude magnitude of Stone-henge has rendered it the admiration of all ages ; 
and as the enormous ftones which compofe it, appear too big for land carriage, 
and as Salifbury_ Plains, for many miles round, fcarce afford any ftones at all, it 
has been the opinion of fome antiquaries that thefe ftones are artificial, and were 
made on the fpot; and they are inclined to this opinion from a perfuafion that 
the ancients had the art of making ftones with fand, and a ftrong lime, or ce-
ment j but moft authors are agreed, that thefe ftones are all natural, and that 
they were brought from a quarry of ftones, called the Grey Wethers, on Marl-
borough Downs, near the town of that name, at the diftance of fifteen or fixteen 
miles north of Stone-henge. 

The ufe and origin of this work have been the fubjeds of various conjectures 
and debates; and much it is to be lamented, that a tablet of tin, with an infcrip-
tion, which was found here in the reign of Henry the Eighth, and might pro-
bably have fet thefe points in a clear light, fhould not be preferved : for as the 
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charters were not then nnderilood by fuch as were confulted upon the occafion,. 
the plate was deftroyed, or at leaft thrown by and loft. The common tradition 
is, that Stone-henge was built by Ambrofius Aureiianus, as already mentioned. 
Some will have it to be a funeral monument, raifed to the memory of fome brave 
commander ; and others maintain that it was. ere.ded to the honour of.Hengift, 
the Saxon general; but this ftru&ure is probably more ancient. 

Sammes, in his Antiquities of Britain, conjectures it to have been a work of 
the Phoenicians: and the famous Inigo Jones, in a treatife called Stonehenge Re-

jlored, attempts to prove that it was a temple of the Tufcan order, built by the 
Romans, and dedicated to the god Ccelum, or Terminus, in which he is con-
firmed by its having been open at top. Dr. Charleton, phyfician in ordinary to 
king Charles the Second, wrote a treatife called Stonehenge reftored to the Danes,. 
attempting to prove that this was a Daniih monument, ereded either for a bu-
rial-place, as a trophy for fome victory, or for the eledion and coronation of 
their kings. And foon after the publication of Dr. Charleton's treatife, Mr. 
Webb, fon-in-law of Inigo Jones, publifhed a vindication of the opinions of his 
father-in-law upon this fubjed. 

But antiquaries have fince agreed, that it was an ancient temple of the Dru-
ids, built, as Dr. Stukeley thinks, before the Belgse came to Britain, and not 
long after Catnbyfes invaded Egypt, where he committed fuch horrid outrages a m o n & 

the priefts and inhabitants in general, that they difperfed themfelves to 
all quarters of the world, and fome no doubt came into Britain. At this time, the 
Dodor conjectures the Egyptians introduced their arts, learning, and religion, 
among the Druids, and probably had a hand in this very work, being the only 
one of the Druids where the ftones are chiifeled, all their other works'confifting 
of rude ftones, not touched by any tool, after the Patriarchal and Hebrew mode, 
And he thinks fuch a tranfmigration of the Egyptians at that time the more 
probable, becaufe then the Phoenician trade was at its height, which afforded a 
ready conveyance into this country. 

Barrows and
 T h e h e a d s o x e n> deer> a n d Q t h e r ' beafts have been dug up in and about 

other remains thefe ruins, together with wood, afhes,. and other undoubted relics of facrifices: 
of antiquity and around this fuppofed temple there are a great number of barrows, or mo-
rn and about numental heaps of earth thrown up in the form of a bell, and each inclofed with 
«tone-henge. a trench from 1 0 5 to 1 7 5 feet in diameter. Thefe barrows extend to a confider-

able diftance from Stone-henge, but they are fo placed as to be all in view of 
that temple. In fuch barrows as have been opened, fkeletons, or the remains of 
burnt bones have been found. In one of them was an urn, containing afhes^ 
fome bones, and other matters, which -the funeral pile had not confumed. By 
the collar bone, and one of the jaw bones, which were ftill entire, it was judged 
that the perfon there buried, muft have been about fourteen years, old; and from 
fome female trinkets, and the brafs head* of a javelin, it was conjedured to be a-
girl who had carried arms. The trinkets confifted of a great number of glafs 
and amber beads, of various fhapes, fizes, ~and colours, together with a. fharo 
bodkin, round at one end and fquare at the other. In fome other barrows were 
found human bones, together with thofe of horfes, deer, dogs, and other beafts 
and birds ?• in others fome bits of red and blue marble, and chippings of the 
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ftones of the temple ; and in others were found a brafs fword, and an ancient 
brafs inftrument, called a Celt. 

At Abury, on Marlborough downs, near the town of that name, are a few Other ftone 

huge ftones, like thofe of Stone-henge. Thefe ftupendous remains are alfo fup- monument6-
pofed to be the ruins of an ancient temple of the Druids. Dr. Stukeley is of 
opinion that this temple is much more ancient than Sonehenge; and it was fo 
large, that the whole village is now contained within its circumference a high 
rampart, with a proportionable ditch on the infide, furrounds it, which proves 
that it was not a fortification, becaufe then the ditch would have been on the out-
fide of the rampart. 

From Abury to Weft Kennet there is a kind of walk, about a mile long, 
which was once inclofed on both fides with large ftones; on one fide, the inclofure 
is broke down in many places, and the ftones taken away, but the other fide is 
almoft entire. On the brow of a hill, near this walk, is a round trench, inclofing 
two circles of ftones, one within another j the ftones are about five feet in height, 
the diameter of the outer circle is 120 feet, and that of the inner 45 feet. At the 
diftance of about 240 feet from this monument, great quantities of human bones 
have been difcovered, which are fuppofed to be thofe of the Saxons and Danes, 
flain at the battle of Kennet in 1006. 

In a field near Kennet are three huge ftones, called the Devil's Coits j they 
ftand upright, and are fuppofed to have been Britiih deities. 

On Marlborough downs there are many ancient barrows one of which, called 
Milbarrow, near Munkton, eaft of Calne, is inclofed with a circle of ftones, 
about fix or feven feet high, and is fuppofed to be the fepulchre of fome Daniih 
commander. 

On a hill, north of Marlborough* are the ruins of a vaft fortification, ftill cal- Sax0.n a n d . 
led Barbury Caftle ; it is furrounded with a double ditch, and is fuppofed to be D

u
a^lih antii" 

the place called Bejianbyjug in the Saxon annals, where Kenrick king of the 
Weft Saxons, and his fon Ceaulin, fought againft the Britons, in the year 556. 

On Oldbury-hill, near Kennet, is a large oval camp, with double trenches* 
fuppofed to be Danifh> 

Calne was one of the royal feats of the Weft Saxon kings. Ethelred had a pa-
lace at Cofham, not far from Calne and at Chippenham, Ludgerfhall, and 
Courtfield, near Weftbury, there were palaces of other Saxon kings* 

At Devizes are the ruins of a caftle, faid to have been built by king Alfred* 
and formerly reckoned one of the nobleft caftles in Europe. 

. At Bratton Caftle, on the eaft fide of Weftbury, are the traces of a vaft fortifi-
cation, of an oval form, into which the Danes fled, and where they defended 
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themfelves fourteen days, after having been defeated by king Alfred, in a battle 
fought in this neighbourhood. This fort is furrounded by two ditches, where fe-
veral pieces of old iron armour have been dug up and about the middle is a large 
oblong barrow, 60 paces long, fuppofed to have been the burying place of fome 
of the Daniih nobility. 

On the eaft ftde of Warmifter there are two camps, one with double works,, 
called Battiebury, and fuppofed to be thrown up by the Danes, and the other a 
fquare, fingle trenched fortification, called Scratchbury. 

At Frippfbury, north-eaft of Saliibury, there is a very large intrenchment, of a 
rude.circular form, with a deep ditch and a high rampart the diameter is about 
joo paces ; and about 80 paces within the outer circumvallation is a deep trench, 
but no rampart. It is fuppofed to have been cut by the Saxons. 

At Suthbury-hill, near Ludgerfhal!, the higheft hill in Wiltfhire, there are the 
traces of a vaft fortification, of an oval figure, encompaifed with two deep 
ditches along the declivity of the hill there runs a deep trench, which appears 
to have been a Daniih camp; and in the plain beneath there are fix or feven bar-
rows. 

At Great Bedwin, Ciifa, viceroy of Wiltfhire and Berkihire, under a king of 
the Weft Saxons, built a caftle, the ditches of which are ftill vifibie. 

At Merden, near Devizes, are the marks of entrenchments, and a very large 
barrow; and this place is thought to be the OOejietrune, or COejietJune, famous 
in the Saxon annals for the battle between king Ethelred and the Danes. 

E C C L E S I A S T I C A L A N T I Q^U I T I E S. 

At Ambreibury, Ambrius an abbat, or the famous prince Ambrofius already 
mentioned, is faid to have founded a monaftery for 300 monks in the fixth cen-
tury ; but it is more certain that, about the year 980, Alfrida, the queen dowa-
ger of king Edgar, founded a monaftery here for nuns of the Benedidine order, 
which was dedicated to St. Mary and St. Melorius. In 1 1 7 7 , the abbefs, and 
about thirty nuns, were expelled for incontinency and king Henry the Second 
placed here a priorefs and twenty-four nuns, from Font Ebrald in Normandy ; to. 
v/hich monaftery this houfe was for fome time fubjed ; but it was at length made 
denizon, and became again an abbey j at the general diifolution it was endowed, 
with 4951. 15 s. 2 d. per annum. 

At Malmeibury it is faid that there was a houfe of Britiih nuns, fuppreffed by 
St. Auftin in the feventh century, under pretence that the religious had fuffered 
themfelves to be debauched by the foldiers of a neighbouring caftle. In the fame-
century, Maildulph, a Scotch monk, founded a monaftery here, firft dedicated 
to our Saviour, St. Peter and St. Paul, and afterwards to the Virgin Mary and 
St. Aldhelm :•. at the fuppreffion it was* endowed with 803 1. 17 s. 7 d. per an~-
7mm.. 
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Gn the fouth fide of this town there was a poor hofpital, concerning which 
there are no particulars upon record. 

At Bradford was an ancient monaftery, founded by St. Aldhelm about the 
year 705, and dedicated to St. Laurence. In the year 1001 king Ethelred gave 
it to the nunnery of Shafteibury in Dorfetihire. 

Here was an hofpital of a royal foundation. 

At Wilton there was an old church, dedicated to St. Mary, in which Wulftan 
earl or duke of Wiltfhire, about the year 773, placed a college or chantry of fe-
cular p r i e f t s b u t his relid St. Alburga, converted this college to a nunnery in 
the year 800. In 871, king Alfred having built anew nunnery here, and removed 
hither the nuns of St. Mary, which were twenty-fix in number. This new nun-
nery was of the Benedidine order, firft dedicated to St. Mary and St. Bartholo-
mew, but afterwards to St. Edith j and was endowed, at the diifolution, with 
601 1. i s . 1 d. per annum. 

Here was an houfe of Black friars, and fome have imagined that there was a 
collegiate church in this town.. 

Ramibury, on the river Kennet, eaft of Marlborough, was, in the beginning 
of the tenth century, made the fee of a biihop-, but about the year 1060, this 
diocefe was united to that of Sherborn in Dorfetihire ^ and the united fees, iix 
1072, were tranftated by biihop Herman to Old Saliibury.. 

Within the caftle, at this place, he began a cathedral church, which, in 1092,. 
was finiihed, endowed, and dedicated to the Virgin Mary; and here the epifcopal 
feat remained till biihop Poor, in the reign of Henry the Third, laid the founda-
tion of a cathedral, about a mile to the fouth-eaft of the old one, in a place called 
Merryfield. This new church, which was almoft forty years in. building, and de-
dicated to the Virgin Mary, gave rife to the city of Saliibury, and is the magnifi-
cent ftrudure ftill in being. There are now belonging to this cathedral a biihop, 
a dean, precentor, chancellor, three arch-deacons, a fub-dean, a fub-chantery 
forty-five prebendaries, fix vicars, or petty canons, fix finging men, eight chori-
fters, an organift, and other officers. The revenues of the bifhopric were va-
lued, upon the fuppreffion, at 1507 1. 14 s. 6d. and thofe of the chapter at 7 2 1 1 . 
r8 s. i d . 

In the city of Saliibury there wras an houfe of Grey friars, founded by a bifhop 
of this fee. 1 

In 1260, Egidius de Bridport, bifhop of Saliibury, built, in this city a col-
lege for fcholars, which continued till the general fuppreffion, about which time it 
confifted of a warden, four fellows, and two chaplains.. 

The pariih church of St. Edmund, in this city, was made collegiate for a pro-
voft and twelve fecular canons, by Walter de Willey, biihop of Saliibury, before 
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the year 1270. This college was valued, upon the diffolution, at 1021 . 5 s. 10 d. 
per annum. 

In the weft fuburb of this city was an houfe of Black friars, fuppofed to have 
been founded by king Edward the Firft. 

At Old Saliibury there was an hofpital or free chapel, near the caftle, which 
was valued, upon the diffolution, at no more than 6 s. 8 d. per annum. 

At Farley, or Monkton-Farley, north of Bradford, Humphry de Bohun, about 
the year 1 1 2 5 , founded a convent of Cluniac monks, fubordinate to the priory of 
Lewis in Suffex; at the time of the fuppreffion here were a prior and twelve 
monks, with yearly revenues valued at 153 1. 14 s. 2 d. 

The manor of Abury, in the time of Henry the Firft, was given by William 
de Tancervilla to the Benedictine monks of St. George of Bofcharvill in Nor-
mandy, upon which an alien priory was founded here, fubordinate to that abbey. 

At Uphaven, upon the river Avon, fouth-eaft of Devizes, there was a cell of 
BenediCtine monks, fubordinate to the abbey of St. Wandragafile, at Fontanelle 
in Normandy, founded in the time of Henry the Firft. 

At Kingfwood, belonging to this county, though fituated north of Wickware 
in Glocefterihire, William de Berkeley, in 1 1 39 , founded an abbey of Ciftertian 
monks, dedicated to the Virgin Mary ; but the abbat and moft of the monks, 
before the year 1 154, were removed to Hafelton, near Northleech in Glocefter-
ihire, and in a ihort time afterwards to Tetbury, to which place Kingfwood be-
came a cell; but after fome time, the abbat and monks were once more removed 
from Tetbury to a place called Mireford in Kingfwood, about the year 1 1 7 0 ; 
and here they continued till the general diffolution, when their yearly revenues 
were rated at 2441. 1 1 s. 2 d. . 

At Bradenftoke, north-eaft of Chippenham, Walter de Eureux, in 1142,, 
founded a priory of Black canons, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and valued, 
upon the diffolution, at 2 12 1. 19 s. 3d . per annum. 

At Great Ogborn, north of Marlborough, Maud de Wallingford, about the 
year 1 149, founded a convent of BenediCtine monks, fubordinate to the abbey of 
Bee Herlowyn in Normandy. 

At Lokefwell, near Chippenham, Henry, fon to the duke of Normandy, 
afterwards king Henry the Second, in 1 1 5 1 , founded a convent of Ciftertian 
monks, fubjeCt to the monaftery of Quarrer in the Iile of Wight in Hampfnire ; 
but three years afterwards, that prince, and his mother Maud the emprefs, re-
moved the religious from hence to Stanley near Calne. 

At this place they built and endowed an abbey for thirteen White monks, de-
t % dicated 
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dicated to the Virgin Mary, and endowed, at the fuppreffion, with 1 77 1 . os. 8 d. 
per annum. 

At Maiden Bradley, north-weft of Mere, Manaifer Bifet, in the beginning of 
the reign of Henry the Second, founded an hofpital for poor leprous women, un-
der the care of fome fecular brethren, or priefts, who were afterwards changed 
into a prior and canons of the order of St. Auftin ; it was dedicated to the Virgin 
Mary, and, about the time of the diifolution, had yearly revenues amounting to 
1801. 10 s. 4 d. 

At Ivy Church, about two miles from Saliibury, king Henry the Second 
founded a fmall priory of four canons, of the order of St. Auftin, which was de-
dicated to the Virgin Mary, and endowed, upon the diifolution, with 122 1. 8 s. 
6 d. per annum. 

At Coiham there was an alien priory of Benedi&ine monks, in the time of king 
Henry the Second. 

At Kington St. Michael, there was a fmall Benedi&ine nunnery, founded in 
the beginning of the reign of Henry the Second, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, 
and valued, upon the diifolution, at 25 1. 9 s. i d . per annum. 

At Rokeley, near Marlborough, there was a preceptory belongin0" to the 
knights templars, in the beginning of the reign of king Henry the Second.. 

At Clatford, near Marlborough, Ralph de Mortimer, in the time of Henry 
the Second, founded a priory, fubordinate to the abbey of St.. Viftor en Caux in 
Normandy. 

At Charleton, near Devizes, Reginald de Paveley, in 1 187 , founded a priory, 
which was a cell to the Premonftratenfian abbey De L'lile Dieu. 

_At Marlborough there was a priory of the Sempringham order, before the 
reign of king John. It was a royal foundation, dedicated to St. Margaret, and 
rated upon the fuppreffion at 30 1. 9 s. 6 d. per annum., 

Here was an ancient hofpital for brethren and fillers before the fixteenth year 
of king John. It was dedicated to St. John Baptift, and valued upon the fuppref-
fion at 6-1. 18 s. 4 d. per annum^ 

Here alfo was an hofpital for a mailer, and feveral poor fick brethren, in the 
beginning of the reign of king Henry the Third ; it was dedicated to St. Thomas 
of Canterbury, and, in the time of king Richard the Second, was annexed to the 
priory of St. Margaret in this town.. 

There was in this town a houfe of White friars-, founded by John Goodwin and 
William Remeibefch, merchants, in 13.16.. 

At 
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At Anfty, fouth-eaft of Hindon, Walter de Turberville founded a preceptory 
of hofpitallers, which was endowed, upon the fuppreifion,-with 81 1. 8 s. 5d . per 
annum. 

At Creklade there was an hofpital dedicated to St. John Baptift, under the 
government of a warden or prior, as early as the reign of Henry the Third. 

• A t Lacock, near Chippenham, Ela, countefs dowager of Saliibury, in 1232 , 
founded a nunnery for eighteen nuns of the order of St. Auftin it was dedicated 
to the Virgin Mary and St. Bernard, and, at the diifolution, poifeifed of eftates 
which amounted to 168 1. 9 s. 2 d. per annum. 

A t Longleat, or Longfleet, near Warmifter, Sir John Vernon knight founded 
a fmall priory of Black canons, dedicated to St. Radegund, which, in the twenty-
iirft year of king Henry the Eighth, was annexed to the Carthufian priory of 
Henton in Somerfetihire. 

At Eafton, fouth of Marlborough, there was an hofpital or priory, for canons 
of the Trinitarian order, for the redemption of captives, as ancient as the time of 
king Henry the Third. It is faid to have been founded by Stephen archdeacon 
of Saliibury; it was dedicated to the Trinity, and valued, upon the diifolution, 
at 42 1. 12 s. per annum. 

At Calne there was an hofpital, in the reign of Henry the Third, governed by 
a matter, warden, or prior, and valued, upon the diifolution, at 2 1. 2 s. 8 d. 
per annum. 

At Wotton Baifet there was an ancient hofpital, dedicated to St. John, and 
united, in the time of Henry the Fourth, to the priory of Bradenftoke in this 
county. 

At Heddington, William de Heddington, biihop of Winchefter, about the 
year 1347, built a new church, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, St. Katharine, 
and All Saints and in this church founded a chantry or college, confifting of 
a dean and twelve minifters, of whom part were prebends •, thefe were, in 1358, 
changed into a reformed fort of friars, of the order of St. Auftin, called Bon-
hommes, who were under the government of a re&or, and at the fuppreifion had 
yearly revenues rated at 442 1. 9 s. 7 d. 

At Pulton, near Creklade, Sir Thomas Seymour, about the twenty-firft 
year of Edward the Third, founded a priory of Gilbertine canons, dedicated to 
the Virgin Mary, and valued, upon the diifolution, at 201. 3 s. 2 d. per annum. . 

At Stratton St. Margaret's, near Swindon, there was an alien priory. 

At Trowbridge there was formerly an hofpital or almshoufe, founded by James 
Terumber a clothier. 

M E M -
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M E M B E R S of P A R L I A M E N T for this C O U N T Y . 

This county fends thirty-four members to parliament; two knights of the ihire 
for the county, two citizens for the city of Saliibury, and two burgefles for each 
of the following boroughs, Devizes, Marlborough, Chippenham, Calne, Malmef-
bury, Creklade, Hindon, Old Sarum, Hareibury, Weftbury, Wotton Baifet,-
Ludgerihal, Wilton, Downton, and Great Bedwin. 
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W O R C E S T E R S H I R E . 

N A M E . 

TH E prefent name of this county is derived from Wórcefter, the ñame of 
its city. 

B O U N D A R I E S , F I G U R E , C O N T E N T S , and S I T U A T I O N . 

tWorcefterihire is bounded by Staffordñiire on the north-, by Glocefterihire on 
the fouth ; by Shropihire and HerefordÍhiíe on the weft, and by Warwickihire on 
the eaft. It is of a triangular form, and extends in length 36 miles, in breadth 

- 28 miles, and is 130 miles in circumference; but there are feveral parcels of 
the county which are detached from thefe bounds : fome were once part of Glo-
cefterihire ; fome of Herefordihire, and others of Oxfordihire, within the general 
bounds of which counties they lie ; and in the opinion of Mr. Camden, were an-
nexed to this county by fome of the ancient lords or proprietors of thefe eftates, 
who prefided over the county before the Conqueft, that their power and autho-
rity, as earls or governors of Worcefterlhire, might extend over their feveral 
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manors in other, counties. The city of Worcefter, which ftands nearly in the 
middle of the county, is 1 1 2 miles north-weft of London. • 

' R I V E R S. : . 

The. principal rivers of this county are the Severn, the Avon, 'the Stour, and 
Teme* The courfe of the Severn, which runs through this county from north 
to fouth, has been defcribed in th^jccount of Glocefterihire. The Avon, which 
feparates Worcefterihire from Glocefterihire, has alfo been defcribed among the 
rivers of Glocefterihire. » • >' •• . 

The Stour rifes -fii the northern extremity of Worcefterihire, not far from ¿tur-
bridge, a market town ; and running fouth-weft, and paffing by Kederminijter, 
another market town, falls into the Severn near Bewdley, a borough town. The 
"feme, or Temd, is a river of Shropihire, and has been mentioned in the defcrip-
tion of that county. \ S • 1 

The lefs confiderable rivers of Worcefterihire, are the Rea, the Arrow, the 
Bow, the Sal warp, and the Swiliate. ~ ' 

A I R , S O I L , and N A T U R A L P R O D U C T I O N S . 
I » * . > 

The air of this county is exceeding fweet and healthy, and the foil is very rich, 
both in tillage and pafture, the hil]s being covered with flocks of iheep, and'the 
vallies abounding in corn and rich meadows. 

Here is a remarkable rich valley, called the Vale of Efam, or Eveiham, from 
Eveiham, a borough town of this county, fituated in the middle of the valley, 
to which it gives name. The Vale of Eveiham runs along the banks of the river-
Avon, from Tewkesbury, in Glocefterihire, to Stratford upon Avon, in Warwick-
ihire. It abounds with the iineft corn, and pafture for iheep, and is juftly reck-
oned the granary of all thefe parts. Hops are much cultivated in this county ; 
and it yields great plenty of all forts of fruit, particularly pears, with which the 
hedges every where abound, and of which great quantities of excellent perry are-
made. The rivers here afford plenty of fifh, and the Severn abounds with lam-
preys. 

This county is remarkable for many brine pits and fait fprings; and at Droit-
wich, a borough town, there are feveral fuch fprings, from which fo much fait 
is made, that the taxes paid for it to the crown, at the rate of 3 s. 6d. a-bufhel 

.are laid to amount to no lefs than 50,0001. a-year. 

M A N U F A C T U R E S and T R A D E._ 

The chief manufactures of Worcefterihire are cloth,, ftockings, gloves, and 
glafs in which, together with the fait, hops, and other commodities of this, 
county, the inhabitants carry on a confiderable trade, 
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C I V I L and E C C L E S I A S T I C A L D I V I S I O N S . 

This county is divided into feven hundreds, and contains one city and ten mar-
ket towns. It lies in the province of Canterbury and diocefe of Worceiter, and 
has 152 pariihes. 

C I T Y and M A R K E T T O W N S . 

The city is Worceiter; and the market towns are Bewdley, Bsomfgrove, Droit-
wich, Eveiham, Keder mi niter, Parihore, Ship ton upoa Stower, Sturbridge, T e n -
bury, and Upton. 

W O R C E S T E R was called by the Saxons peo^ape-ceaptep, pegeopna-ceaptep, 
or pipe-ceaprep, a name fuppofed by fome to have been formed of Wire, the 
name of a foreft upon the borders of Shropfhire, about twelve miles from _ this 
city, and ceaprep', a town but it is generally believed that pipeceaprep is it-
felf only a contradtion of pijopa, or pi;$pa ceaptep, and prgia ceaptep, a con-
tradtion of pic-papa-ceptep, which fignifies the city of the men of Wiccia, as Can-
terbury is formed of Eant-papa-byju^, or the borough of the men of Kent. Before: 
England was divided into counties, a confiderable diftri<5t, comprehending Wor-
cefterihire, was known by the name Wiccia; and the inhabitants of that diftridt in 
the time of Bede the hiftorian, were called Wiccii. The name Wiccia is fuppofed 
to have been derived either from pic, a Saxon word, which fignifies the winding; 
reach of a river, and might have been applied to that tract of country bordering 
upon the Severn, or from Wiches, an old Engliih word, which fignifies fait o r 
bine pits, with which this county in particular abounds. 

This city is a bifhop's fee, and a county of itfelf. It is divided into fevero 
wards, and is governed under a charter of king James the Firft, by a mayor, fix. 
aldermen, a fherirf, a recorder, a town clerk, twenty-four common-council men, 
and forty-eight afliftants, two chamberlains, two coroners, a fword-bearer, thir-
teen conftables, and. four ferjeants at mace. The aldermen are juftices of the 
peace, and are chofen out of the twenty-four common-council men ; the fheriits 
alfo are chofen out of the common-council men, and the two chamberlains out o£ 
the forty-eight ailiftants.. 

Worceiter is pleafantly fituated on the eaftern bank of the Severn, which,, 
though generally a rapid, river, glides by this city very gently. The place lies, 
low, and was formerly fortified by a caftle and walls, with three gates and five 
watch towers, which were deftroyed long ago. The ftreets are broad and well!' 
paved v and one ftreet, called the Foregate-ftreet, is remarkably regular and beau-
tiful ; the houfes in general are pretty well built,„ and the public, buildings make. 
& handfome appearance. 

Here is a cathedral, which though-large, is no very elegant ftrudiure. It,is-. 
3$4 feet long, 78 feet broad, and has a tower 162 feet high, together, with a* 
chapel on the fouth fide,, which is 120 feet long, and of very curious workman--
fhip. In the middle of the choir of this cathedral, king John lies buried,, be-
tween two pious bifhops, as dire&ed by his will,.. Prince. Arthur,... elder, brother,-
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to king Henry the Eighth, is interred in a neat little chapel belonging to this 
church ; and here is a very fine monument, faid to be that of a countefs of Salif-
bury, of whom it is fabulouily reported, that having dropped her garter as ihe 
danced before king Edward the Third at Windfor, it gave occafion to the infti-
tution of the order of the garter. 

This report feems to have arifen from the figure of a garter inclofing a double 
rofe upon the tomb; but thefe effigies relate to the houfes of York and Lancaf-
ter, which divided the royal line long after the death of king Edward the Third. 
And it is generally believed, that the lady, whofe memory this monument was 
defigned to perpetuate, was a countefs of Surry, and not of Salifbury. Belong-
ing to this cathedral is a handfome large circular room, the roof of which is fup-
ported by a pillar in the middle, and which is ufed for a library. 

V\7orcefter has alfo twelve parifh churches, nine within the city, and three 
without. Of thefe churches, one dedicated to St. Nicholas, is a neat ftructure ; 
and another, called All Saints church, was built by ad: of parliament in 1738. 
Here are two free fchools, one of which was founded by king Henry the Eighth, 
and fix charity fchools, in which n o boys are taught, and part of them cloath-
ed. Here are alio feven or eight hofpitals one of them is a noble building, 
eredted and endowed by Robert Berkley, Efq; for twelve poor men : and this 
city has a work-houfe, which is a handfome ftru&ure. 

Worceiter has an ancient guildhall, and a ftone bridge over the Severn, that 
was formerly adorned with an elegant old tower. Here is a good water-houfe 
and key, to which ihips come up the Severn ; and by the navigation of that ri-
ver, Worceiter is rendered a flouriihing city. One part of it is inhabited by 
the Welch, who fpeak their own language; and the chief manufactures of it are 
.broad cloath and o-loves. o 

At Kartlebury, near the city of Worceiter, is a palace belonging to the bi-
fnops of that fee, called Hartlebury Caftle. It was originally built in the reign 
of Henry the Third, about the year 1268, but demoliihed in the civil wars un-
der Charles the Firft. However it was afterwards rebuilt at the expence of the 
biihops of Worceiter, and is now a beautiful feat. 

I 

B E W D L E Y , or B E A W L E Y , was anciently called Beau lieu, a beautiful place, from 
its beautiful fituation oh the declivity of a hill, by the fide of the Severn, it 

*. is 122 miles diftant from London, and fent burgeifes to parliament as early as the 
reign of Edward the Firft, after which there was a long interruption. Edward 
the Fourth granted it great privileges both by land and fea, which were enlarg-
ed by Henry the Seventh, and confirmed by Henry the Eighth. It was incor-
porated by king James the Firft, but a fur render of his charter was procured in 
the reign of Charles the Second; and in the reign of James the Second it was 
obliged, by the violence of the times, to accept of another. In 1707, on a 
trial at law, the furrender in the time of Charles the Second was judged void, 
and a new charter was obtained of queen Anne, which confirmed the privileges 
of the charter of James the Firft. In confequence of this, two members were 
returned to parliament, and two returns made to the fherif foftbe county, one 
by the • bailiff"of the old corporation, and. the other by the bailiff of the new; 
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and a petition being lodged in behalf of the old corporation, it occafioned de-T 
bates in parliament, and another trial at law, which, after much expence, was 
determined in favour of the new charter, fince which time, only one member is 
eleded to parliament for this borough. It is governed by a bailiff, twelve capi-
tal burgeffes, a recorder, a fteward, a town clerk, and two ferjeants at mace. 
The bailiff is ajuitice of the peace and the quorum, for the year he officiates 
and the fucceeding year; and the recorder is alfo a juilice of the peace. 

This is a populous thriving town, with only a chapel of eafe to the pariih church 
at Ribbesford, on the other fide of the Severn, over which it has a ltone brido-e. 
It is a place of confiderable trade by means of the Severn, and has a great ma-
nufacture of Monmouth caps, bought up generally for the ufe of the Dutch 
failors. 

-

B R O M S C R O V E is diftant from London 1 1 8 miles. It was formerly a borough, 
and fent members to parliament, and is now governed by a bailiff, a recorder' 
aldermen, and other officers. Here is a charity fchool, founded by Sir Thomas 
Cook, for teaching and cloathing twelve boys, and putting them out appren-
tices ; and here are confiderable manufactures both of linen and woollen cloths. 

_ D R O I T W I C H , or D U R T W I C H , is fuppofed to have taken its name from its fait 
pits, which the Saxons called ¡Viches, and from its dirty fituation upon the river 
Salwarp. It is diftant from London 95 miles, and is a corporate bailiwick, go-

• verned by a bailiff, a recorder, burgeifes, and other officers. The bailiff and Re-
corder are both juftices of the peace, and the bailiff is of the quorum. This 
town confifts of about 400 houfes, and has four churches. It is much enriched 
by its fait works; and it appears that fait was made here even before the Con-
queft. Now it is only made from the fummer to the winter folftice, for fear of 
overftocking the market. The proprietors of the falt-works are a corporation ; 
none who is not a proprietor, can be a burgefs of this town, nor vote in the 
election'of the two members which it fends to parliament.. 

E V E S H A M , E V E S H O L M , or E S A M , is fituated on the river Avon, at the dift-
ance of 95 miles from London, and is an ancient borough, that enjoys many pri-
vileges, fome by prefcription, and others by charters. It is governed under a 
charter of king James the Firft, by a mayor, feven aldermen, twelve capital bur-
geffes, twenty-four affiftants, a recorder, a chamberlain, and other officers. Four 
of the aldermen, and the mayor, for the time being, are juftices of the peace, 
and of oyer and terminer and gaol delivery, for all offences committed within the' 
jurifdiCtion of the borough, except high treafon; and the corporation has power 
to try and execute felons within the borough. 

Here are two pariih churches; and at Bengworth* a village on tlie other fide 
of the river, but included in the jurifdiCtion of Eveiham, there is another. The-
bells belonging to both the churches within the town, are put up in an old fe-
parate tower, built by an abbat of this place. Here are alfo a grammar fchool 
and a charity fchool, maintained by a legacy of one thoufand pounds, left for 
this purpofe by Mr. Deacle, late a woollen draper in London. Eveiham has a 
bridge over the river Avon, a-confiderable manufacture of woollen {lockings, and 
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commands a beautiful open profped of that fine and fpacious valley, called from 
this town the Vale of Efam. 

K E D E R M I N S T E R Hands upon the eaftern bank of the river Stour, at the dif-
tance of 128 miles from London. It was anciently a borough, and fent members 
to parliament, and is now governed by a bailiff, twelve capital burgeifes, twenty-
five common-council men, and other officers. It is a well built town, contain-
ing about five or fix huftdred houfes: it has a handfome church, two good free 
fchools, a charity fchool, two alms-houfes, and a town hall; and carries on a 
confiderable trade in the manufacture of cloth, and linfey-woolfey and other 
fluffs. 

P A R S H O R E derives its name from the Saxon word Pepipcopan, which refers- to 
the great number of pear trees that grow in this neighbourhood. Parihore Hands 
upon the bank of the river Avon, at the diftance of 102 miles from London, in 
die road from that city to Worcefter. It is a pretty large old town, containing 
about 300 houfes, with two pariih churches, and has a manufacture of ftock-
ings. 

S H I P T O N UPON S T O W E R probably derives its name from a great Jheep market 
which is faid to have been formerly held in this place, and from its fituation up-
on the Stoure, or Stower, a river of Warwickshire. It is 75 miles from London, 
and is a fmall town, but has a very large market. 

S T U R B R I D G E is fo called from a ftone bridge at this place, over another river 
called the Stour. Sturbridge is governed by a bailiff and other officers, and is 
diftant from London 128 miles. It is a well built town, with a church, .a good 
free fchool, together with a library, and fome meeting houfes of proteftant dif-
fenters, This^place is much enriched by iron and glafs works ; and here are no 
lefs than nine or ten glafs-houfes, where all forts of glafs-work are made in great 
quantities. It is alfo famous for the making of crucibles, the clay in this neigh-
bourhood being the beft adapted to that manufacture of any in England. 

T E N B U R Y probably derived its name from its fituation upon the river feme. 
It is diftant from London 128 miles, and is a large populous well built town. 

U P T O N is diftant from London 1 0 1 miles. It is fituated on the Severn, over 
which it has a bridge. It has alfo a harbour for barges, and a charity fchool for 
fixteen girls. 

C U R I O S I T I E S . 1 * 

The only natural curiofities in this county are its fprings. Many fait fprings 
•a t PrmSs- ] i a v e been difcovered in Worcefterihire, befides thofe at Droitwich : of the ma-

ny fait fprings about that place, three pits only are made ufe of-, thefe afford the 
falteft brine and one of thefe pits yields as much brine in twenty-four hours, as 
will produce 450 bufhels of fait: but what is moft remarkable, is, that fprings of 
freih water rife in fome places almoft contiguous to the fait fprings ^ and that fe-
veral fait fprings iifue out in the very channel of the river Salwarp at this place. 

* ' O n 
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On Malvern Hills, fouth-weft of Upton, upon the borders of Herefordfhire, Medicinal 
are two medicinal fprings, called Holy Wells, one of which is recommended for fprings. 
many diforders of the eyes, and the other for cancers. 

Abberton, near Parfhore, is famous for a medicinal fpring of the fame na-
ture with the waters at Epfom, in Surry, and by many thought not inferior. 

On Harrow-hill> north-eaft of Eveiham, is another fpring, faid to be of great 
life in diforders of the eyes. This water appears to be of a foft balfamic nature; 
and yet it is manifeft from the mofs growing about it, that it has a petrifying 
quality. 

A tempeft happened not two hundred years ago, which blew down near a thou- A great tern-
land very tall oak trees in the foreft of Wire, in this county. Peft-

Of the bifhops of Worceiter, who are reckoned upwards of a hundred in fuc- Eminent bi-
ceifion, it is faid that there has been one pope, four faints, feven lord high chan- fhopsofWci-
«cellors, eleven archbiihops, two lord treafurers, one lord prefident of Wales* ceiter. 
and one vice-prefident. 

^ . . . . x 

A N T I Q U I T I E S . 

Worcefterihire was in the time of the Romans part of the diftrift inhabited by Anc!ent j , 
the Cornavii, of whom mention has been made in the account of the antiquities habitant"' 
of Cheihire. Under the Saxons it conftituted part of the kingdom of Mercia* 
and was a fubdivifion of that kingdom, known by the name of Wiccia. 

Dorn, a village of this county, near Campden in Glocefterihire, was a Roman Roma» anti-
city ; many foundations of ancient buildings have been difcovered here ; the tra- quities. 
ces of ftreets are ftill difcernable ; Roman and Britiih coins have frequently been 
•dug up, and the Roman Fofteway paifes through it. 

Worceiter was a Roman city, called Branonium by Antoninus, and Branogeniunl 
by Ptolemy ; and from the Roman names is derived Caer Wrangon, the Welch 
name of the city of Worceiter at this day. This is one of the cities fuppofed to 
have been built by the Romans, for curbing the Britons who dwelt beyond the 
Severn. Near the cathedral is ftill to be feen the ground-plot of a caftle, built 
by Urfus, iheriff of Worcefterihire, in the time of William the Conqueror. 

Upton appears to have been a Roman town, by the great number of Roman, 
coins that have been frequently found there. 

In a garden on. the fouth fide of Worceiter, the bones of fome perfons, flain Saxonan( i 
here at the battle of Worceiter, fought in 165 1 , between king Charles the Se- other"aiuiqui-
cond and Cromwell, have been dug up. ties. 

' . . 

At Kemfey, on the Severn, fouth of Worceiter, are fome remains of a fquare 
•camp, with fmgle, but high ramparts. Here was anciently a noble palace be-
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longing to the biihops of Worcefter, built before the time of William the Con-
queror, 

Upon Malvern Hills there is a large ditch, which is reckoned an admirable an-
tiquity, and is faid to have been cut by Gilbert de la Clare, earl of Glocefter, 
about the time of Henry the Third, to part his lands on the eaft fide of thefe 
hills from thofe belonging to the county of Hereford, on the weft fide. 

At Blockley, a village of this county, near Campden in Glocefterihire, there 
was anciently a palace belonging to the biihops of Worcefter. 

On the top of a hill called Woodbury Hill, near the river Teme, and not far 
from Tenbury, is an old entrenchment,, commonly called- Owen Glendowr's 
Camp. 

Near Bewdley king Henry the Seventh built a- palace for His fon, Prince Ar-
thur, called Tickenhall Palace, which was deftroyed in the civil war under 
Charles the Firft. 

E C C L E S I A S T I C A L A N T I Q^U I T I E S. 
• 

At Worcefter king Ethelred, in the year 680, founded an epifcopal fee, with 
a chapter of fecular clerks, in a church dedicated to St. Peter. Before the year 
964, a new cathedral was founded by bifhop Ofwald in the church-yard of St. 
Peter's, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, in which was fettled a prior and monks 
of the Benediftine order, who were removed by biihop Wolftan to a new and 
a larger monaftery, which he built for them in 1088. About the time of the 
fuppreffion here were about fifty religious,, who were endowed with revenues rated, 
at 13 861. 12 s. lod. -per annum \ and moft of thefe revenues were applied by king 
Henry the Eighth towards the endowment of a dean, ten prebendaries, ten minor 
canons, ten lay clerks, ten chorifters, forty fcholars, two fchoolmafters, and other 
members. 

In the fouth-eaft part of this city was an ancient hofpital, dedicated to St Wol-
ftan, for the maintenance of two chaplains, five poor men, and two poor women, 
which was valued upon the fuppreffion at 791. 12s. 6d. -per annum. 

In the north fuburb was another hofpital, dedicated to St. Ofwald. It was 
founded before the year 1268, for a mafter and brethren, and was valued on the 
diifolution at 14 1. 14 s. 4d. per annum. 

Without the city was a houfe of Grey friars, founded before the year 1268, 
by one of the earls of Warwick. 

Here was a convent of Friars de poenitentia Jefu, founded about the end of 
the reign of king Henry the Third. 

In the north part of this city was a houfe of Black friars, 
At 
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At Parihore, Ofwald, nephew of Ethelred, king of Mercia, in 689 is faid to 
have founded a convent of fecular clerks, which in 984 became an abbey of 
BenediCtine monks, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and the apoitles Peter and 
Paul, but afterwards to St. Eadburgh. Upon the diifolution it was rated 
at 6431. 4 s. 5 d. -per annum. 

In the year 691, king Ethelred gave the town of Fladbury, on the north-weit 
fide of Eveiham, to Oitforus, the biihop of Worceiter, upon which he placed 
here a fociety of religious perfons, fubordinate to the church of Worceiter, in the 
poifeifion of which church this place itill continues. 

At Whittington, near Worceiter, Ofhere, viceroy, lord lieutenant or earl of 
Worcefterihire, about the end of the feventh century, founded a monaftery, which 
feems to have continued till the year 774, after which the eftates of this 'monaf-
tery came to the church of Worcefter, and were part of the endowment of the 
bifhopric. 

A t Eveiham, Egwin, the third biihop of Worcefter, in 701 , built and endow-
ed an abbey, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, for BenediCtine monks, who had 
revenues upon the diffolution valued at 1 1 8 3 1 . 12 s. 9 d. per annum, 

At Sturbridge, king Aethilbait, in 736, founded a monaftery, the eftates of 
which came foon after to the church of Worcefter. 

At Bredon, fouth of Parihore, Ethelbald, king of Mercia, before the year 7 16 
feems to have founded a monaftery, which before the conqueft became part of 
the poifeifions of the church of Worcefter. 

A t Cleve, north-eaft of Eveiham, there was an ancient monaftery, dedicated to 
St. Michael the archangel, before the year 790 ; but it feems to have been an-
nexed to the church of Worcefter before 888. 

I 
A t Kemfey was another monaftery before the year 799, which was united to 

the church of Worcefter. 

Somewhere in this county, near the Severn, there was a monaftery about the 
year 770, called Bitumasum, which was given to the church of Worcefter about 
the year 800. 

A t Blockley there was a monaftery about the year 855, given to the church 
of Worcefter. 

A t Great Malvern, near Upton, king Edward the Confeifor founded an her-
mitage, or fome kind of religious houfe, for feculars, which afterwards became a 
cell of monks to Weftminfter Abbey. It was dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and 
valued upon the diifolution at 308 1. i s . 5 d. per annum. 

At Wick, 
near Parihore, Peter de Corbezon, alias Studley, about the end of 

the reign of king Henry the Firft, founded a priory of Auguftine canons, which 
fome time afterwards were removed to Studley, in Warwickihire. Z z 2 Ar 
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At Bordeiley, near Bromfgrove, upon the borders of Warwickihire, 'Maud, 
the einprefs, in 1 1 38 founded a Ciftertian abbey, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, 
and endowed at the fuppreifion with 388 1. 9, s. 10 d. a-year. 

At Aftley, about fix miles from Worcefter, Ralph de Todeni, before the year 
1 160, founded an alien priory of Benedidline monks, fubordinate to the abbey of 
St. Taurinus, near Ebroix in Normandy j but in the reign of Edward the Fourth 
this priory was annexed to the college at Weftbury in Glocefterihire. 

' : /R ' 

At Little Malvern, near Upton, two brothers, Joceline and Edred, in 1 1 7 1 
founded a Benedidtine priory, dedicated to St. Giles. It was a cell to the mo-
naftery at Worcefter, and at the time of the fuppreifion had a prior and feven 
monks, who had a yearly income valued at 981. 10 s. 9d„ 

At Weftwood, near Droitwich, Euftachia de Say, and her fon, Oibert Fitz-
Hugh, in the time of king Henry the Second, founded an alien priory, cell to; 
the abbey of Font Ebrold, or Fontevrauld, in Normandy. It was dedicated to 
the Virgin Mary, had fix'nuns of the order of Fontevrauld, with annual revenues, 
rated upon the fuppreifion at 7 81. 8 s. lod. 

At Cockhill, near Aulcefter in Warwickihire, Ifabella, countefs of Warwick,, 
about the year 1260, is faid to have founded a nunnery for a priorefs and fix. 
White nuns, who had revenues upon the fuppreifion valued at 351.. 9 s. 3 d. pen-
annum. 

At Dodford, two miles weft of Bromfgrove, was a fmall priory of Premonftra-
tenfian canons, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, as old as the reign of king John,, 
and valued upon the diifolution at 7 1. per annum. 

At Whifton, near Worcefter, was a priory of feven or eight white nuns, founds 
ed by a biihop of Worcefter, before the year 1255, and valued upon the fuppref-
fion at 53 1. 3 s. 7 d. per a?mum. 

At Elmley, fouth-weft of Evefham, there was anciently a caftle, in which Guy 
Beauchamp, earl of Warwick, in the reign of Edward the Second, founded a 
college or large chantry, for eight priefts, dedicated to the Virgin Mary. 

At Droitwich was a free chapel or hofpital, confifting of a mafter and fome 
poor brethren, dedicated to St. Mary, and under the government of the priory 
at Worcefter. Its lands on the fuppreifion were valued at 21 1. n s . 8 d. per 
annum. 

At Wick, near Droitwich, was an houfe of Friars Heremites, of the order of 3 
St. Auftin, founded before the fourth year of Edward the Third. 
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M E M B E R S of P A R L I A M E N T for this C O U N T Y . . 
This county fends nine members to parliament: two knights of the ihire, two 

members for the city of Worcefter, two for the borough of Eveiham, two fo£ Droitwich,. and one for Bewdley.. 
. 
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Y O R K S H I R K 

N A M E . 

P J 1 H I S county took Its name from the city of York. 

B O U N D A R I E S , E X T E N T and S I T U A T I O N , 

Yorkihire is bounded by the counties of Durham and Weftmoreland on the 
north, by Derbyihire, Nottinghamfhire, and Lincolnihire on the fouth, by Lan-
cashire and Cheihire on the weft, and by the German ocean on the eaft. It is by 

imuch the largeft county in England, and extends 1 1 4 miles in length, 80 miles in 
breadth, and is 360 miles in circumference ; the city of York, which ftands nearly 
in=the middle 0 f the county, is 192 miles north-north-weft of London,. 

This county is watered by many rivers, the chief of which are the Don,, 
the Calder, the Are, the Wharfe, the Nidd,. the Ure,. the Swale, the Oufe, the-
Derwent, the Hull, the Humber, the Ribble, and the Tees, . L ' "" I 



< ^ ' : II 
360 Y O R K S H I R E . 

The name Don, or Dime, is fuppofed to be a variation of the Britiih word Dan. 
which fignifies a deep channel, fuch as this river runs in : it rifes near the borders 
of Cheshire, not far from Barneiley, a market town, and running fouth-eaft to 
Sheffield, another market town, it directs its courfe north-eaft, through Rother-
ham, Doncafter and Thorn, ail market towns, and falls into the Are at Snath., 
another market town of this county. 

The Calder rifes in Laneafhire, and running eaftward, falls into-the Are about 
•five miles north-eaft of the market town called Wakefield. 

The name of the Are is fuppofed to be a fmall variation of the Britiih word Ara, 
which fignifies flow ox gentle, and might well be applied to this river, which fcarce 
appears to have any motion. It rifes at tjie bottom of a high hill, called Penni-
gent, near Settle, a market town not far from the borders of Lancafhire, and 
running eaft by Leeds, Pontefrait, and Snath, three market towns, and beino-
joined by the Don and the Calder, falls into the Qufe, not far from Snath. 

The Wharfe, or Wherfe, is fo called by a variation of the Saxon name Duepp,. 
which is derived from the Britiih word Guer, fwift, on account of the rapidity of K 

its ftream. It rifes in a wild ftony trad, called Craven Hills, north of Pennigenc 
•Hill, and running almoft parallel to the river Are, and pafiing through Wether-
by and Tadcafter, .two market towns, falls into the river Oufe fouth-eaft of Tad-

cafter. 

The Nidd rifes alfo among the Craven Hills, and running nearly parallel to 
the Wharfe, and paifing by Ripley and Knareiborough, two market towns, falls 
into the Swale, a few miles eaft of Knareiborough. 

The Ure, Eure, Yore, or York, rifes in a mountainous trad on the borders of 
Weftmoreland, not far weft of Aikrig, a market town, and running fouth-eaft, 
.and paifing by Midlam, Mafham, Rippon, and Burrowbridge, market towns, 
joins the Swale near Burrowbridge. 

The name of the Swale is faid to be ancient Britiih or Saxon, and to fignify 
fwiftnefs. It rifes near the fpring of the Ure, and runs, with a rapid ftream, 
fouth-eaft, through a tra£t of country to which it gives the name of Swaledale, to 
Richmond, a coniiderable borough town, near which it falls, with great violence, 
down fome rocks, and forms a cataradt: from hence it continues its courfe fouth-
eaft, and being joined by the Ure, and other rivers, the united ftream is called 
the Ure, till it arrives at the city of York, where receiving a fmall ftream called 
the Oufe, it takes that name, and running eaftward, falls into the Humber, not 
far from Howden, a market town. 

The Derwent rifes not far from Whitby, a market town upon the coaft of the 
German ocean, and running fouth by Malton, a borough town, falls into the Oufe 
near Howden. 

The Hull rifes in a wild part of the county, called York Wold, near Kilham, a 
market town, and running fouth by Beverley, a borough town, falls into the 
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Plumber at Kingfton upon Hull, another very confiderable borough town of this 
county. 

The Humber is fuppofed to derive its name from the Britiih word Aber, which 
fignifi.es the mouth of a river, becaufe all the rivers already mentioned fall into it, 
together with the Trent, from Lincolnfhire. It is indeed an aeftuary of many 
rivers, and the largeft in Britain. It is called Humber, from the conflux of the 
Oufe and Trent to its mouth, where it falls into the German ocean, eaft of Pa-
trington, a market town. The Humber being properly an arm of the fea, regu-
larly ebbs and flows, and at ebb, in difcharging its own waters, together with 
thofe of the ocean, it flows with prodigious rapidity, and a roaring noife. This 
reflux is called the Hygre, and is dangerous to fuch failors as are not acquainted 
with it. 

The Ribble rifes among the Craven hills, and running fouth by Settle, and 
Gifborn, two market towns, paifes into Lancafhire, not far fouth of Gifborn. 

The Tees feparates this county from the bifiiopric of Durham, and has been de-
fcribed among the rivers of the county of Durham. 

' ill 

The lefs confiderable rivers of this county are the Wafhbrook, the Cock, the 
Rother, the Idle, the Went, the Hebden, the Hyde, the Kebeck, the Dent, 
the Revel, the Gret, and the Foulnefs. 

R I D I N G S . 

As the air, foil, and productions of this large county, are different in different 
parts, it is neceifary to anticipate its general divifion into three parts, called Ridings. 
The name Riding is only a corruption of the original Saxon name Spifing, which 
was applied to the third part of a province or county ; and the divifion into 
ridings, though now peculiar to Yorkfhire, was, before the Conqueft, common 
to feveral other counties in the north of England. The ridings of this county, 
each of which is as large as moft fhires, are diftinguifhed by the names of the 
Weft Riding, the Eaft Riding, and the North Riding. The Wreft Riding is 
bounded by the river Oufe on the eaft, which feparates it from the Eaft Riding, 
and by the Ure on the north, which parts it from the North Riding ; and the 
Eaft and North Ridings are feparated by the Derwent. 

The air in the Weft Riding is {harper, but healthier than in either of the other 
two ridings. The foil on the weftern fide of this divifion is hilly and ftony, and 
confequently not very fruitful, but the intermediate vallies afford plenty of good 
meadow and pafture ground; and on the fide of this riding, next the river Oufe, 
the foil is rich, producing wheat and barley, though not in fuch abundance as 
oats, which are cultivated with fuccefs in the moft barren parts of this diftrid. 
The Weft Riding is famous for fine horfes, goats, and other cattle.; and there 
are fome trees, natives of this riding, which are feldom found wild in any other 
part of England, particularly the fir, the yew, and the chefnut. Sherborn, a 
market town, is remarkable for fine-cherries and this riding abounds with parks 

..and chaces j i.t contains alio many mines of pit-coal and jet. At Tadcafter, a 
VOL. II. A a a ' market 
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market town, there is a lime quarry ; and at Sherborn a fort of ftone is dug up,' 
which is foft when newly taken out of the ground, but when expofed to the°wea-
ther, becomes very hard and durable. In many parts of this ridino- there are ' 
alio 

mines of ftone, which being calcined, is after certain preparations by a pe- j I 
culiar procefs, made into alum. 

The chief manufactures of the Weft Riding are cloth and iron wares ; and 
this riding is remarkable for curing legs of pork into hams, like thofe of Weft-
phalia. 

i 
The Eaft Riding is the leaft of the three, and the air here, on account of the 

neighbourhood of the German ocean, and the great seftuary of the Humber, is ^ 
lefs pure and healthy; yet on the hilly parts, towards the north-weft, in a large 1 ^ 
trad called York Woulds, the air is but little affe&ed by either of thefe waters ; 
the foil, however, in general, is dry, fandy, and barren, yet the fea-coaft and 
vallies are fruitful, and the Woulds produce fome corn, and feed great numbers 
of black cattle, horfes and flieep; and the wool of the iheep is equal to any in 
England. This divifion yields plenty of wood, pit-coal, turf, jet and alum 
ftones; and the inhabitants are well provided with fea and river fiih. 

Its principal manufacture is cloth. ^ 
I] 

The North Riding is the northern boundary of the other two ; and the air here 
is colder and purer than in either of them : the eaftern part of this riding to- - i ^ 
wards the ocean, is called Blackmoor, and confifts of a hilly, rocky, and woody 
country; and the north-weft part, called Richmondihire, from Richmond a 3 
borough town, the capital of the diftrift, confifts of one continued eminence' or W 

ridge of rocks, and vaft mountains, the fides of which yield good arafs, and'the 
vallies at the bottom are very fruitful; the hills feed deer of a very laro-efize and 
goats; and contain mines of lead, copper, alum ftone and coal, but the coal CaW°° 
and alum mines only are wrought. Swaledale abounds with fine pafture • and 1 / 
Wentefdale, watered by the Ure, is a rich fruitful valley, abounding with wood 
and ftocked with vaft herds of cattle. Towards the fea-coaft are°found o-reat ^ 
quantities of jet, and at Egglefton, north-weft of Richmond, there is a^fine 
quarry of marble. The fea near this coaft fwarms with herring, in the herrino- 1 
feafon-, and large turbots, and great variety of other fiih, are alfo caught here° 
the rivers abound with all forts of frefn water fiih, and the Ure is remarkable for 

cray-fifh. 

The chief manufactures of this riding are cloths, ftockings, and alum 

C I V I L and E C C L E S I A S T I C A L D I V I S I O N S . ' ^ 
The ridings of this county are fubdivided into twenty-fix wapentakes, or hun- I I I 

l r e d l ' ? i 7 h i c h W e i l R i d i n § c o n t a i n s ten> t h e ^aft Riding four, and the f J 
North Riding twelve. ' Yorkihire has only one city, but contains market ' J t 
towns; it lies in the province of York, and diocefe of York, except Richmond- ' 
#ure, which belongs to the diocefe of Chefter; and it contains 563 pariihes. I S 
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C I T Y and M A R K E T T O W N S , 

T h e city is York, and the market towns are Aberforth, Aldborough, Barne-
Cley, Bautre, Bradforth, Burrowbridge, Doncafter, Giiborn, Halifax, Huther-
field, Knareiborough, Leeds, Otley, Pontefraft, Ripley, Rippon, Rotheram, 
Selby, Settle, Sheffield, Sherborn, Skipton, Snath, Tadcafter, Thorn, T ick-
hall, Wakefield, and Wetherby, in the Weft Riding. Beverley, Bridlington, 
Headon, Hornfey, Howden, Kilham, Kingfton upon Hull , Patrington, Pock-
lington, and Wighton, in the Eaft Riding ^ and North Allerton, Aikrig, Bedall, 
Giiborough, Helmeiley, Kirkby-Morefide, Malton, Maiham, Midlam, Picker-
ing, Richmond, Scarborough, Stokefley, Thrufk, Whitby, and Yarum, in the 
North Riding. 

The city of YORK, ftanding on a point where the boundaries of the three 
Ridings meet, and being alfo a county of itfelf, belongs properly to neither 
Riding. The name York is a corruption or contraction of the Saxon names 
Guojt-pic and Gopoji-pic, which were derived from Eboracum, the Roman or Bri-
tiili name of this city, which is by fome fuppofed to have been given it from 
Ebraucus, a Britifh king, who is faid to have been its founder ; but the moil ge-
neral opinion is, that it was. called Eboracum, from the river Ure, which, 
conjunction with the rivers already mentioned, runs through it, from north to 
fouth. 

This city is the fee of an archbiihop, and has been generally reckoned, next to 
London, the chief city in England ; but though it exceeds Briftol in extent, yet 
Briftol is greatly fuperior in the number of houfes and inhabitants, in wealth and 
trade. Several parliaments, however, have been held in this city, in the reigns 
of Edward the Firft and Second; and king Henry the Eighth eftabliihed a coun-
cil 

or ienate here, not unlike the parliaments of France, which took cognizance 
of all caufes in the north of England, and determined them according to the laws 
of equity. King Richard the Firft granted it the privilege of a mayor, upon 
whom king Richard the Second beftowed the title of lord, an honour not enjoyed 
by the chief magiftrate of any other city in England, except London. 

York is a county of itfelf, incorporated by king Richard the Second, with a 
jurifdidtion over thirty-fix villages and hamlets in the neighbourhood * called the 
liberty of Anfty. It is governed by a lord mayor, twelve aldermen in the com-
miffion of the peace, two fheriffs, twenty-four prime common-council men, eight 
chamberlains, feventy-two common-council men, a recorder, a town-clerk, a 
iword-bearer, and a common ferjeant. The city is divided into four wards : and 
the lord mayor and aldermen have the confervency of the rivers Oufe, Humber, 
Wharfe, Derwent, Are, and Don, within certain limits ; and the reprefentatives 
of this city in parliament have a right to fit upon the privy counfellors bench, next 
to the citizens of London, a privilege which the reprefentatives of both cities claim 
on the firft day of the meeting of every new parliament. 

The city of York is pleafantly fituated in a large plain, in a fruitful foil and a 
healthy air. It is furrounded with walls, and has four large well built gates, and 
five pofterns; the houfes are generally old, and built of timber; it had formerly 

A a a 2 forty-
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forty-one pariili churches, and feventeen chapels, befides a cathedral; but the 
pariihes are now reduced to twenty-eight, and the pariili churches in ufe are no 
more than feventeen. 

The cathedral having been burnt down in the reign of king Stephen, the pre-
fent fabric was begun in the reign of king Edward the Firft, and is by fome 
thought to be the fineft Gothic building in England. It extends in length 525 
feet, in breadth n o feet, and in height 99 feet. The length of the crofs iiles is 
222 feet-, the nave, the biggeft of any, except that of St. Peter's church at 
Rome, is four feet and a half wider, and eleven feet higher, than that of St. Paul's 
cathedral at London. A t the weft end are two towers, conne&ed and fupported 
by an arch, which forms the weft entrance, and is reckoned the largeft Gothic 
arch in Europe. In the fouth tower, on the weft fide, is a deep peal of twelve 
bells, the tenor weighing fifty-nine hundred weight. A t the fouth end of the 
church there is a circular window, called the Marigold window, from the glafs 
being ftained of the colour of Marigold flowers. And at the north end is a very. 
large3painted window, faid to have been erected at the expence of five maiden fillers. 
T h e other windows are exquifitely painted with fcripture hiftory. T h e front of 
the choir is adorned with ftatues of all the kings of England, from William the 
Conqueror to Henry the Sixth; and here are thirty-two ftalls, all of fine marble^ 
widi pillars, each confifting of one piece of alabafter.. 

This cathedral has a. chapter-houfe, which is reckoned one of the neateft Gothic 
ftruitures in England. It is of an octagon form, fixty-three feet in diameter,, 
without any pillar to fupport the roof, which refts upon one pin placed in the 
center. The windows are finely painted and finiihed, with an arch at the top; and' 
within is the following barbarous verfe, in gilt letters, which fhews the high con-
ception entertained of the excellence of this ftru&ure, by thofe who lived at the-
time, when it was ere&ecL 

Ut r.ofa jloiflomm, fic eft d'omus ijla domorum. 

Gf the pariili churches three only are remarkable. Allhallow's church, a Go-
thic ftru6ture, has the moft magnificent fteeple in England; St. Mary's church-
has a fteeple in the form of a pyramid, which is much admired v St. Margaret's-
church has a fteeple like St.. Mary's, and a magnificent porch, on die top of which, 
is a crucifixion cut in ftone.. 

York has two charity fchools, one for iixty boys, the other for twenty girls, all 
taught and cloathed, and an infirmary lately erected. 

i . V . 

William the Conqueror- built a caftle- here, which was repaired in 1701, and is; 
now the place where the afiizes are held \ part of it is alio ufed for a prifon : It 
has a handfome chapel, with a good ftipend for a preacher, and a gift, of a large 
loaf of fine, bread to every debtor-that attends the ferviee the wards are all'kept : 
clean the very felons are allowed beds, arid there is an infirmary feparated from, 
the common prifon, where the fuck are properly attended.. 

This city has a ftone bridge of five arches over the river Oufe ; the-center arch 
43 81 feet, vjide and 51 feet high; and the bridge is fo crowded with buildings, 

that 
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that it looks like a ftreet. Among thefe buildings are a guildhall, or great coun-
cil-chamber, a record office, an exchequer, a building in which the iheriffs courts 
are held, and two city prifons for debtors and felons. 

. . . . : : , . 

A handfome manfion-houfe for the lord mayor was ere&ed here in 1728 • and 
the archiepifcopal palace, which ilands near the cathedral, with houfes for the 
dean and prebendaries, makes a noble appearance. Near the cathedral is alio an 
ailembly-room for the nobility and gentry, which was defigned by the late earl of 
Burlington, and ere&ed by fubfcription. T h e hall of this affembly-room is 12? 
feet long, 40 feet broad, and upwards of 40 feet high, and communicates with 
the ball-room, which is 66 feet long, 22 feet high, and as many broad 5 but the 
hall is reckoned the fineft built room in the kingdom, except the banquetine-
houfe at Whitehall in London. . & 

This city has two market-houfes, one of which is a curious piece o f archite&ure, 
fupported by twelve pillars of the Tufcan order j and the other is built much in the 
manner of the exchange at Chefter. 

Here was lately eitabliflied a manufacture of cotton, which is now brought to 
very great perfection, and turns to good account. 

VeiTels of about feventy tons burden come up the river to this city, which, on1-
account of the plenty and cheapnefs of provisions, is very much frequented b v 
perfons of fmall fortunes from all parts of the kingdom; and here are plays, af-
iemblies, balls, and concerts of mufic, almoit every night.. 

; y ' " . " * / . • •• " • - • • 
ABERFORTH, or ABURFORD, is a fmall inconiiderable town, near the r iver 

Cock, at the diitance of 210 miles from London. 
• - -

ALDBOROUGH,. or OLDBOROUGH, is diilant from London 168 miles, and is, as; 
its name imports, an ancient borough, with a good church, lituated on the bank: 
of the river Ure. It was the Ifurum Brigantum of the Romans, and except the: 
remains of antiquity found in it, contains nothing worthy of note.. 

ALLERTON is fo called by a variation or corruption of the Saxon name Ga I p e n -
run it is alfo called NORTH ALLERTON, to diftinguiih it from feveral other 
towns in this county of the fame name.. It is 229 miles from London, and is an. 
ancient borough, governed by a bailiit,. deputed for life bv the biihop of D u » 
Ham, which bailiff, or his deputy, prefides at the election: of its members for par-
liament. This town, lies,upon the bank of a fmall river, called the: Wifkc , in the -
road from London to Berwick, and conlifts of only one ftreet, which is half a 
mile long, and well built. It has a good market for cattle and corn, and a fair 
for cattle, the moit frequented of any in England,, and. the moft remarkable f o r 
large fat oxen. 

ASKRIG is diilant from London 175 miles, and is-a:fmall obicure town, of no» 
note. 

£ • - ' -

, BARNESLEY,. called alio BLACK BARNESLEY.,.. is diftant. from London r/.r 

AttilcS^ 
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miles, and is fituated on the fide of a hill. It is well built of ftone, is about 
five furlongs in length, and has a confiderable trade in wire, and fteel' and iron 
ware. 

BAUTRE is 147 miles diftant from London, upon the bank of the river Idle, 
and is a great thoroughfare in the poft road from London to Scotland. It is well 
provided with inns, and has a great trade in millftones, grindftones, lead and iron, 
which are conveyed hither by the river from Derbyihire. 

BE DALL is diftant 252 miles from London, and has a charity fchool, and a 
living worth 500 1. per annum. It is reckoned, that in the neighbourhood of this 
town are bred the beft hunting and road horfes in the world. 

BEVERLEY is fo called by a very fmall variation of the Saxon name Beueji-leTa, 
a lake of beavers, with which the river Hull, in the neighbourhood of this place,°is 
laid formerly to have abounded. 

Beverley is diftant from London 179 miles, and is an ancient borough, govern-
ed under a charter of queen Elizabeth, by a mayor, a recorder, twelve aldermen 
and other officers, whofe jurifdi&ion is faid to extend over a hundred neighbour-
ing towns, befides feveral other towns in a large diftrid included between the 
Humber and the fea, called Holdernefs. T h e feffions for the Eaft Riding are 
always held here, and a court of record is kept, called the provoft's court, in 
which all caufes may be tried that arife within the liberties of the town, except 
•titles to land. This corporation is faid to have a power in criminal matters 
though at prefent it is not exerted ; and here is an office for the public regifter of 
all deeds and wills that affe6t any lands in the Eaft Riding, purfuant to an adt of 
¿parliament in 1708. 

Beverley Handing at fome diftance from the river Hull, had anciently a channel 
fix furlongs in length, cut from that river to the town, for the conveyance of 
boats and barges; which channel, in 1727, was, by a<5t of parliament, rendered 
deeper and wider, for veifels of a larger burden. The town is above a mile lono-, 
and the ftreets are fpacious and well paved. It had formerly four pariili churches^ 
which are now reduced to two, St. John's and St. Mary's, reckoned the fineft and 
•largeft parochial churches in England. St. John's was formerly a collegiate 
church, founded by king Athelftan ; it was repaired in the reign of king George 
the Firft, and Sir Michael Wharton left by will 4500 1. as a perpetuaf fund to 
keep it in repair. T h e length of this church from eaft to weft, is 334 feet, the 
breadth of the tranfept, from north to fouth, 168 feet, and that of the nave and 
fide ifl.es 64 feet 3 inches. It is remarkable, that the north wall of the great crofs 
iile, which declined about three feet and a half from the perpendicular, was re-
ftored by an engine contrived by Mr. Thornton of York. Over the altar of this 
church is a magnificent wooden arch, curioufly cut, and fupported by eight fluted 
columns of the Corinthian order. There is alio an altar-table, of one entire piece 
of white marble, finely poliihed. The ikreen between the choir and the nave has 
been lately rebuilt in the Gothic manner, and is one of the principal ornaments of 
the church. 
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Tins town has a free fchool, which is improved by two fellowlhips, fix fcholar-
flups and three exhibitions to St. John's college in Cambridge f alfo a charity 
fchool, a workhoufe, and feven almshoufes. S ' l> 

, * e a r S t ' J ° ' i n ' s c h l , r ' ; h i s a fpaciou« building, called Hall-Garth, in which the 
W t h e r o v o & ? c o u , " a r e l^W. Here is a common g a d , which was 

w i t t a t e a ni^l I ' r i " ^ ^ ^ f ° U r a C r e S o f 8 ™ u n d , a " d C o r n e l with a beautiful crofs fupported by eight columns, each of one entire ftone 
ereded at the charge of Sir Charles Hotham and Sir Michael Wharton ' 

Here was formerly a cloth manufafture; but the principal manufailures of this-
town at prefent are malt, tanned leather, and bone lace, in which it carries on a 
eonfiderable trade; and being fituated in a fine fporting country, it s the con--
ftant refort of good company, and the refidence o / m a n y V n t e e l people rf fmall 
fortune, who five here in great elegance and plenty, at a ve°ry fmall expence 

nulaure" of d o t h " > ^ 1 «3 miles, and has a ma-
nuiacture or cloth, Here is a church* in which a lecture was founded and en dowed with 40 1. a-year, by Mr.. Peter Sunderland. ' a " d e n ~ 

upon a Day or U e e k of the German ocean, reckoned a fafe harbour in ftorms 
from the north-north-weft, and north-eaft. Bridlington is about five f u r W s T n 
ength, and has a great trade, .aid a key, which lies near two mile T o m th" 

town, and is chiefly inhabited by feafaring people. 

BuE R.owERir.GE, or BoRouGHBRiDGE, is fo. called from a ftone bridee over the-
r ver Ure. It is 2 0 9 miles d.ftant from London, and is governed by" bailiff ! 
chief fupport is a manufacture of hard-ware. ' ' J t s 

D O N C A S T E R was called by the Saxons Dona-cepten, a cafile upon the- river Bon 
It is diftant from London i 5 5 miles, and is a coloration, governed bv a mavor" 
a recorder, fix aldermen, and a common council. It ftands in the 2 d from L o n ' 
don to York, and is a large and populous town. It has a ruinous caftle t w n f i n , 
ftone bridges over the „ver D o n f a neat church, with. S ^ f e S f " , 

S d ^ e e n five times m^or. ' " " d * N o m a s ' E ^ f X 

The manufactures of this place are knit waiilcoats and petticoats doves and 
dockings.. Along the bank of the river, for fome c o n f i d e r a h l e K , 
town, is a large cauiey, which was ereded « o p S ^ t t t 
mg j and in the neighbourhood are frequent horfe races. overflow-

GISBORN is fituated on the borders of Lancailiire, at the diitance of 180 mile«' 
from London, and contains nothing worthy of note. 9 S 

• 

tion, with a remarkable fine air. It is a well hnilr mv n a \u • i? tUa~" 
famous for their civility and neatnefs* S f e h ^ ^ £ 
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tremeiy fruitful, and covered with a perpetual verdure. There are fome iron and 
alum veins in the neighbourhood, and there have formerly been alum works, 
which are now almoft quite neglected. Near this town is a bay, and a harbour 
for ihips, 

H A L I F A X is fo called by a very fmall variation of its ancient name Halig-fax, 
which, in the old Engiiih language, fignifies holy hair ; it was originally called 
Horton, and its name is laid to have been changed to Halig-fax by the following 
incident. A lecular prieft of this village being violently enamoured of a young 
-woman, his paffion at length turned his brain, and happening to meet her in a re-
tired place, he murdered her, horridly mangled her body, and cut off her head. 
The head being afterwards, for what reafon does not appear, hung up upon a yew 
tree, was foon regarded with a fuperftitious veneration, and frequently vifited in 
pilgrimage •, but at length rotting away, the devotion of the vulgar was transferred 
to the tree, and fo many branches were continually torn off, and carried away as 
relicks, that it was at length reduced to a bare trunk : this trunk fucceeded to the 
honours of the tree, as the tree had fucceeded to thofe of the head ; and the de-
votees, who ftill vifited it, conceived a notion, that the fmall fibres in the rind 
between the bark and the body of the tree were in reality the very hairs of the 
young woman's head : a miracle now became a new obje£t of devotion, and the 
refort of pilgrims was greater than ever; fo that in a fhort time from a fmall vil- j 
lao-e rofe a confiderable town, and acquired the new name of Halig-fax. «3 / 

This town is 199 miles diftant from London, and ftands near the river Calder, 
i on the gentle defcent of a hill. It has a venerable old church, and twelve cha-

pels it"is reckoned the moft populous, if not the largeft pariih in England ; for, 
befides the church and chapels, it contains fixteen meeting houfes, moft of which 
have bells and burial grounds. Here is a free fchool, called queen Elizabeth's 
ichool, a good hofpital, founded in 1642, by Nath. Waterhoufe efq-, for twelve 
old people^ and a work-houfe for twenty children. i , 

The extraordinary induftry, fpirit and ingenuity of the inhabitants in the ma-
iiufafture of cloth, particularly kerfeys and ihalloons, has rendered Halifax one of 
the moft flourifhing towns in England: It has been computed, that 100,000 
pieces of fhalloon are made in a year in this town alone; and that one dealer has 
traded by commiilion for 60,000 1. per annum to Holland and Hamburgh, in the 
article of kerfeys alone. It is obferved, that the inhabitants of Halifax are fo em-
ployed in the woollen manufafture, that they fcarce fow more corn than will keep 
their poultry ; and that they feed few oxen or fheep. Their markets are thronged 
by prodigious numbers of people, who come to fell their manufactures, and 
buy provifions.. 

HEADON, HEDON, or HEYDON, is 1 7 2 miles diftant f rom L o n d o n , and is a 
sborough town, -governed by a mayor, a recorder, nine aldermen, and two bai-
liffs, who have the power of iheriffs, and are juftices of the peace. This is a 
pleafant, well built little town, fituated on a fmall ftream near the Humber, and 
had formerly three churches, which are now reduced to one. It has a prifon, 
and was once a place of confiderable note for its merchants and fhipping ; but its 
¿harbour has been many years choaked up by the ieftuary of the Humber. 
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H E L M E S L E Y is diftant from London 1 9 7 miles, and is a fmall inconfidcrable 

town, of no note. 

H O R N S E Y is 1 7 5 miles from London, and is almoft furrounded with a fmall 
arm of the German ocean. Here is a church with a high fteeple, which is a 
common fea mark; and not many years ago, a ftreet in this town, called Horn-
fey Beck, was entirely waihed away by the fea, except two or three houfes. 

H O T H E R F I E L D , or H U T H E R F I E L D , ftands at the diftance of 1 6 5 miles from 
London, upon the bank of the river Calder, and is famous for a manufadure of 
woollen cloth. 

H O W D E N ftands at the diftance of 173 miles from London, near the north 
bank of the river Oufe, which fometimes overflows its banks in this neighbour-
hood and lays the town under water. Here is a church which was formerly col-
legiate, with a very tall fteeple, ere&ed by Walter Skirlaw, biihop of Durham, 
who lived in the fourteenth century, for a place of fecurity to the inhabitants 
againft inundations of the Oufe. T h e biihop of Durham, who is ppfieffed of 
feveral eftates in and about this town, with a temporal jurifdidhon, has a palace 
near the church. A n annual fair is held here, which is much reforted to by the # 

London traders. 

K I L H A M ftands in York Woulds, at the diftance of 198 miles from Lon-
don. It extends in length about four furlongs, and is fituated in a good foil tor 
corn. 

K I N G S T O N U P O N H U L L , but by contra&ion, more commonly H U L L , was cal-
led Kingfion, or King's town, from its having been founded by King Edward the 
Firft, and Kingjion upon Hull, from its fituation on the river Hull. 

It is diftant from London 169 miles, and is faid to have been firft incorporated 
by king; Edward the T h i r d ; but king Henry the Sixth made it a town and 
county incorporate of itfelf, and under the charter of that prince it is governed by 
a mayor, twelve aldermen, a recorder, a chamberlain, a water bailiff, a ihentt, a 
town-clerk, and fword and mace-bearers. It is faid that this town has a privilege 
to o-ive judgment on life, though now it does not exert that privilege. I he 
mayor had two fwords given him, one by king Richard the Second and the 
other by king Henry the Eighth, though only one fword is earned before him. 
H e had alfo a cap of maintenance, and an oar of lignum vita, given him, which 
is an enfign of his ivirifdiction, as admiral within the liberties of the Humber. 
In the reign 'of king Henry the Eighth this town was, by an aft of parliament, 
erected into an honour, and in the reign of king William the Third it was en-
abled to build work-houfes, and houles of correftion. 

This town is fituated at the influx of the river Hull into the Humber, and near 
the place where the Humber opens into the German ocean. It lies low, that 
by cutting the Humber banks, the country may be laid under water for five m les 
round. It is furrounded by a wall and a ditch, where it is not defended by the 
river Humber, and is fortified by a caftle, a citadel, and a blockhouie. The 
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town is large, cloie built, well paved, and exceeding populous. Here are two 
churches, feveral meeting-houfes, a free fchool, founded by John Alcock y 

biihop of Worcefter, in the reign of queen Elizabeth, with a hall over it for the 
merchants of the town, who have founded and endowed an hofpital here, called 
Trinity Houfe, in which are maintained many diftreffed feamen, both of Hull 
and other places, that are members of its port. This houfe is governed by twelve 
elder brothers, fix affiftants, two wardens, and two ftewards; °and in one of the 
apartments is a manufactory of fail cloth, in which the town carries on a good 
trade. There is a charity-fchool, an hofpital called God's Houfe, founded in 
1584, by Michael de la Pole, earl of Suffolk, and other hofpitals or workhoufes 
for the poor. 

A n exchange was afro built here in 1621, and a building called Greeniand-
houfe in 1674, at the charge of the merchants who traded to Greenland for ftock-
f i ih j but that fiihery being neglefted, Greenland-houfe is now turned into a 
ftore-houfe for corn and other goods. In this place there is alio a- cuftom-houfe 
and wooll-halk 

This town has a good old ftone bridge, confifting of fourteen arches, over the* 
river H u l l ; and a good harbour was made here by king Edward the Firft or kino-
Richard the Second. 

Hull has not only the moft confiderable inland traffic of any port in the north 
of England, but a foreign trade fuperior to any in the kingdom, excepting the 
ports of London, Briftol and Yarmouth; the cuftoms here being reckoned at be-
tween 30 and 40,000 1. a-year. The inland trade of this place is rendered fo very 
confiderable by the many large rivers that fall into the Humber not far diftant 
from i t ; for by thefe rivers it trades not only to almoft every part of Yorkfhire, 
but to Lincolnfhire, Nottinghamihire, Staffordfhire, Derbyfhire, Chefhire, and 
Warwiekfhire, the heavy goods of which counties are brought hither, and export-
ed to Holland, Hamburgh, France, Spain, the Baltic, and other parts of Europe 
and for which are returned iron, copper, hemp, flax, canvas, Ruffia linen and yarn]' 
be fides wme,. oil,, fruit, and many other-commodities. By thefe rivers alfo, fuch 
quantities of corn are brought hither, that Hull exports more corn than London. 
The trade of Hull with London, efpecially for corn, lead and butter, and with 
Holland and France in times of peace, not only for thefe commodities, but for 
cloth, kerfeys, and other manufadures of Leeds,. Halifax, and other towns of 
Yorkfhire, is fo confiderable as to employ not on;y fhips but fleets, the Hull 
fleets to London being generally from fifty to fixty fail, and in time of war fre-
quently a hundred fail or more fo that more bufinefs is done in this port, in propor-
tion to its extent, than in any other port of Europe. 1 

K I R K B Y - M O R E S I D E was originally called only Ktrkby, and had the epithet 
Morejide annexed to it. from its lituation on the fide of Blackmoor, in the north 
riding of this county, and to diftinguifh it from many other towns in the north of 
England, called Kirkby. It is 198 miles diftant from London, and is an obfcure 
place, containing nothing worthy of notice. 

* 11 

KNARESBOROUCI-I, or GNAIIESBURGH, is 1 7 5 miles f rom L o n d o n , and is an 
ancient borough by prefcnption, governed by a bailiff. It is-almoft furrounded 

K • 

- J f t i i 



-

. -

-

- -

Y O R K S H I R E . " 371 

fey the river Nidd, is about four furlongs in length, and famous for fome medi-
cinal fprings, which were formerly much frequented. Thefe fprings are four in 
number, fituated not far diilant from each other, and yet of very different quali-
ties one diilinguiihed by the name of the Sweet Spaw, or Vitrioline Well , is in 
a foreft called Knarefborough foreft, about three miles from the town : it was dis-
covered in 1620, and is acknowledged to be a fovereign remedy in feveral difor-
ders. Another of thefe fprings is called the Stinking Spaw, or the Sulphur 
Well , from its ftrong fulphureous foetid fmell, and is generally ufed by bathing in 
rheumatic and paralytic cafes, and is drank in dropfical, fplenetic, fcorbutic, and 
arthritic diforders. A third fpring is called St. Mongah's, or Mungo's Well , from 
Mungo, a Scottiih faint, who was once greatly revered in thefe parts : it is 
about four miles from the town, and is ufed as a cold bath. The fourth fpring is 
in the town, and is called the Dropping Well, becaufe the water drops out of a 
fpungy porous rock, into a ftone balon underneath : the petrifying quality of this 
fprino- is ftronger than that of any other in England. 

LEEDS is fo called by a variation of the Saxon name Loybep, generally fuppofed 
to have been derived from Leo"o, which figniiies a -people or nation, and might be ap-
plied to this place from its having been populous in the time of the Saxons. 
Others, however, fuppofe the name Leeds to have been originally derived from the 
Britifh word Uwydd, a pleafant Jituation. 

This town is diilant from London 181 miles, and is governed, under a char-
ter of king Charles the Second, by a mayor, twelve aldermen, and twenty-four 
ailiftants: it is one of the largefl and mod fiouriihing towns in the county, with 
two churches, one of which only, dedicated to St. Peter, is parochial this is a ve-
nerable old pile, built of free ftone, in the manner of a cathedral and on the in-
iide it is finely painted in frefco by Parmentier. The other church, called St. 
John's, was built in 1634, at the charge of John Harrifon Efq-, a native of this 
town, who alfo endowed it with 80 1. a-year, and 101. to keep it in repair; and 
near it ereiled a houfe for the miniiler. Here is a preibyterian meeting-houje, 
which was erected in 1691, and is called the New Chapel it is the beil meeting-
houfe in the north of England. In this town and fuburbs are feveral other meet-
ing-houfes; and here is a free fchool, with a library, founded by Mr, Harrifon, 
the founder of St. John's church, who alfo built an hofpital here for the relief of 
the poor, and endowed it with 801. a-year, befides 10 1. for a mailer to read 
prayers. In 1699, alderman Sykes of this town built a work-houfe of free-ilone, 
where poor children are taught to mix wooll, and perform other eafy parts of that 
manufacture; and part of the fame building has been ufed for many years as an 
hofpital for aged poor. Here are likewife three almshoufes, .built by Mr. Lan-
celot Ivefon, who was mayor of the town in 1695, and two charity-fchools of 
blue-coat boys, to the number of an hundred. 

This town has a market crofs, -erected at the charge of Mr. Harrifon already 
mentioned, a guildhall, with a marble ftatue of queen Anne, a magnificent hall 
for the fale of white cloth, and a houfe called Red-hall, becaufe it was the firft 
brick building in the town, erected by Mr. Metcalf an alderman of Leeds, in 
which king Charles the Firft had an apartment, ilill known by the name of the 
.King's chamber. Here is alio a good itone bridge over the river Are. 

B b b 2 Leeds 
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Leeds has been long famous for the woollen manufacture, which its merchants,, 
and thole of York and Hull , iliip off for Holland, Hamburgh, and the north; 
and here is a long ftreet full of fhops or ftandings for the market. After ringing 
the market bell, about fix or iiven o'clock in the morning, the chapmen repair to 
the mart, match their patterns, and treat for the cloth, of which 2.0,000 1. worth-
is frequently bought up in an hour's time : at half an hour after eight o'clock the 
bell rings a fecond time, upon which the clothiers and their chapmen retire with 
their treffels, and make room for the linen-drapers, hard-ware-men, ihoe-makers,. 
fruiterers, and other traders : at the fame time the ihambles are well provided with 
all forts of hill and flefh, and 500 horfe loads of apples have been bought up here 
in a day. This place trades not only in thefe commodities to York, Hull, and 
Wakefield, by the river Are, but furniihes the city of York with coals. 

This place alfo is famous for fome medicinal fprings, one of which, called St.. 
Peter's well, is remarkably cold, and has proved very beneficial in rheumatifms, 
rickets, and fome other complaints ; and another, called Eyebright well, has been 
found ufeful in diforders of the eyes. 

MALTON has been called NEW MALTON fince the time of king Stephen, when 
it was rebuilt by Euftace Fitz-John. It is diftant from London 199 miles, and is 
a borough by prefcription, governed by a bailiff; it is divided by the river Der-
went into the Old and the New Towns, which communicate one with another by 
a good ftone bridge over that river: both towns together are about four furlongs 
in length, and have three handfome parifh churches. Malton is a populous place, 
and being fituated in the road between Y o r k , Whitby and Scarborough, is well 
provided with inns : it has alfo the belt market in the county for hories, black 
cattle, and tools for hufbandiy. 

MASHAM is diftant from London 207 miles, and has a cloth manufactory, with 
a. corn mill upon the river Ure. 

MIDLAM is diftant from London 252- miles, and has a woollen manufactory, and 
frequent horfe-races in the neighbourhood., 

OTLEY is diftant from London 175 miles, and is fituated under a cliff cal-
led Chevin, on the fouth. fide of the river Wherfe, in a fpot reckoned, the moft 
delightful in. England. 

PATRINGTON. is 171 miles from London, and is a very ancient corporation? 
Handing in a moft pleafant fituation, near the mouth of the Humber. 

PI.CKER.ING ftands at the diftance of 226 miles from London, on a hill among 
the wild mountains of Blackmoor. It is a pretty large town,, belonging to the 
dutchy of Lanc.after, and has a jurifdi6tion over feveral neighbouring villages, 
with a court for all a&ions under forty ihillings, arifing within the honour of Pic ' 
kering. 

POCK LING TON. is diftant from London 183 miles, and contains nothing worthv 
of note. 
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P O N T E F R A C T , or P O M F R E T , was originally called Kirkby, and the name Ponte-
fratt) which, in the old French language, Signifies a broken bridge, was given it by 
the Normans, from a broken bridge near it, either over the river Are, or over 
a marihy piece of ground called the Waih. 

» 

Pontefrad is 169 miles from London, was incorporated by king Richard the 
Third, and is now governed by a mayor, a recorder, twelve aldermen, who are 
in the commiflion of the peace, and burgeffes ; and the mayor, who is alfo a juf-
tice of the peace, is chofen annually by the burgeffes. 

This is a neat well built town, about a mile long, and delightfully fituated. 
It has a ruinous caftle, and formerly had two churches, but here is now only 
one church and a chapel, a charity fchool for twenty-four boys and twelve girls, 
and a town hall, together with a fpacious market place. 

• 

Near this town is a courfe for horfe races •, and the country round is famous 
for lime-flone, and alfo for liquorice and fkirrets. 

' • 

R I C H M O N D is fo called by a fmall variation of Rich Mount, a name derived from-
the fituation of this town upon a beautiful and fertile mount or hill, on the north-
bank of the river Swale, at the diftance of 262 miles from London. It was built 
by Allan, one of William the Conqueror's generals, and firft earl of Richmond, 
and is a borough, governed by a mayor, a recorder, twelve aldermen, twenty-
four common-council men, and other officers, who keep courts for all forts of 
actions. Here are thirteen free companies of tradefmen, who chufe the mayor; 
and this borough has been annexed to the dutchy of Lancafter ever fmce. the 
reign of Richard the Second. 

Richmond is inclofed with walls, in which are three gates, leading to three 
fuburbs. it formerly had a caftle, built by earl Allan, part of which is ftill Hand-
ing. It is a large, well built, populous place ; the ftreets are neat and well pav-
ed, and many of the houfes are built of free-ftone. Here are two churches, and 
a good ftone bridge over the river Swale. This town is famous for annual, 
horfe races. 

' 'II 
The chief manufactures are yarn ftockings, and woollen knit caps for feamen. 

RIPLEY is 183 miles from London, and confifts chiefly of one ftreet, about 
three furlongs in length. Here is a charity .fchool, and a bridge over the river 
Nidd and the neighbourhood is remarkable for the production of liquorice. 

RIPPON is diilant from London 190 miles, and fent members to parliament 
very early, but loft that privilege, and was reftored to it in the firft year of the 
reign of queen Mary. It was incorporated by king James the Firft, and is govern-
ed under a charter of James the Second, by a mayor, twelve aldermen, twenty-
four afliftants, and other officers. 

I 
It is a large, pleafant, well built, populous town, fix furlongs in length, and 

fituated between the river Ure and a fmall ftream called the Skell. Here is a 

venerable old Gothic church, which is both parochial and collegiate. It has three 
3 
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-fpire fteeples, and was endowed by king James the Firft, for a dean and feven 
.prebendaries, befides petty canons, finging men, and chorifters. The dean of 
this church has no place in the convocation of the province of York, but the 
chapter fends a pi-odor to it. This town has a market place, which is reckoned 

• the iineil fquare of the kind in England, and is adorned with an obeliik, erected 
mot many years ago, by John Aiilabie, Efq ; and here are two ftone bridges over 
..the river Ure, one of which confifts of thirteen or fourteen arches. 

This place had formerly a confiderable trade in the woollen manufacture, which 
it has loft, though it ftill continues a ftaple for wool: it is now famous for a ma-

nufacture of the beft fpurs in England. There is a common in the neighbour-
hood of this town, which is famous for horfe races. 

ROTHERAM is fo called from its fituation near the bank of the Rother, at its 
confluence with the Don. It is diftant from London 161 miles, and is a neat 
town, with a church, built in form of a cathedral, a charity fchool, and an alms-
houfe, with a fine ftone bridge over the river Don. It was formerly famous for 

,an iron manufactory. 

SCARBOROUGH was by the Saxons called from its fituation Sean-bun-r, a bo-
, rough 071 a rock. 

It is diftant from London 204 miles, and is a very ancient borough, governed 
,by two bailiffs, a recorder, common-council men, and other officers. & 

This town is fituated on a high fteep rock, furrounded by the fea, except on 
the weft hde, where it is connected with the continent by a narrow flip of land. 
Thehoufes are ftrong and well built, oppofed, in form of a half moon, to the 
mam ocean, and extending irregularly on the declining fide of the rock. This 
. town, the fituation of which is romantic, was formerly defended by a ftrono- caftle, 
..which was erected by king Henry the Second, but is now in ruins. Here is a 
commodious key, and the beft harbour between Newcaftle and the Humber, for re-
ceiving fhips in ftrefs of weather ; on which account the pier here is maintained 
at the public charge, by a duty upon coals from Newcaftle and Sunderland. T h e 
mariners of this town have erected an hofpital for the widows of poor feamen, 
which is maintained by a rate on the veffels of this port, and by deductions out 
<if the feamen's wages. 

This place has a good trade, and a great number of ihips, chiefly employed 
m carrying coals from Newcaftle to London. Herrings are caught here in oreat 
.•quantities, from the middle-of Auguft to November, with which this toWnfup-
plies the city of York, as it does alfo with ,cod, mackarel, turbet, and a variety 
ef other filh. J 

But the flouriihing ftate of this place muft be in a great meafure afcribed to 
the vaft number of people of all ranks, that flock hither in the hot months to 
drink the waters of a medicinal fpring which rifes at the foot of an exceeding 
high cliff, about a quarter of a mile fouth of the town. It is in a fandy foil, nea? 
die level of the fpnng tides, by which it is often overflowed. The water of this 

m P g IS v e r 7 transparent, and of a iky colour : it has a pleafant tafte, and an 
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Jnky fmel!, and is found to be impregnated with iron, vitriol, alum, nitre, and 
fait. It is purgative and diuretic, and is recommended for removing obftru&ionSj 
and for diforders that proceed from too flow a motion of the blood. It attenu-
ates grofs, fizy, and mucous humours ; and it iheaths, fweetens, and haftens the 
expulfion of all acrid and other iharp humours it is therefore found beneficial 
in the jaundice, in inflammations, orafchirrus, in the fpleen, in hyfteric cafes, in 
a cachexy, in an incipient dropfy, in preventing apoplexies, palfies, and lethar-
gies ; in arthritic and rheumatic diforders; in headachs, afthmas, catarrhs, habi-
tual coftivenefs, and many other complaints. 

• 
A t the feafon of drinking the waters here are aflemblies and balls, in the fame 

manner as at Bath and Tunbridge. 

SELBY is diftant from London 172 miles, and is a populous town, fituated on' 
the. river Oufe,. with a handfome church, and a charity fchook It is a place of: 
confiderable trade, and . the refidence of feveral merchants. 

SETTLE is a good pretty town, 200 miles diilant from London* in the road 
from York to Lancafter. 

SHEFFIELD Hands upon the borders of Derbyshire, at the diilance of 140 miles 
from London, and is the chief town of a diftri£t called Hallamihire, containing 
about 600 cutlers, incorporated by the flile of the cutlers of Hallamihire, who, 
it is computed, employ no lefs than 40,000 men in the iron manufactures, parti-
cularly files and knives, for which this place has been famous many hundred 
years. It is a large, thriving, and populous town, but the ftreets are narrow, 
and the houfes are black,. occafioned by the perpetual fmoke of the forges. 

Here is a church,. which was built in the reign of king Henry the Firft ; and > 
upon a petition of the inhabitants to queen Mary, reprefenting that the parifh • 
was too large and populous for the vicar to ferve it, without afliftants, -ihe incor-
porated twelve of the principal inhabitants, and their fucceflfors forever, by the 
ftile of the twelve capital burgeffes of Sheffield, impowering them to eleft three 
priefts to affift the vicar ; and for that purpofe endowed them with certain lands • 
and rents belonging to the crown. A chapel was built here lately, and con--
fecrated by the name of St. Paul-, and there are two chapels, one at Attercliffej 
and the other at Ecclefale, two hamlets in this pariih. King James the Firft 
founded a grammar fchool here, and appointed thirteen fchool burgeffes to ma-
nage the revenue, and nominate the m after and uiher. Here are two charity 
fchools, one for thirty boys, and the other for thirty girls *, and in 1673, an hof-
pital was ere£ted in this town, and endowed with 2001. per annum, by Gilbert 

P Talbot, earl of Shrewibury •, and another earl of Shrewibury, great-grand-father 
to earl Gilbert, left 2001. a-year for ever to the poor of the pariih.. 

The lord of the manor has a prifon here, and holds a court every three weeks, 
This town has a fine ftone bridge over the river Don •, and in-the neighbourhood -
are fome mines of alum. SHERBORN is diftant from London 176 miles, and has an hofpital and fchool,. founded by Robert Hun gate, for twenty-four orphans, who are allowed 51. a-year eaca 
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each fof their maintenance in lodging, boarding, and cloathing, from feven to 
fifteen years of age, when they are fent to the univerfity, or put out apprentices 
to trades, for which there is a provifion. 

SKIPTON ftands at the diftance of 221 miles from London, in the middle of 
that mountainous rocky trad of country called Craven, near the bank of the Are. 
It is a pretty, large, well built town, and has a handfome church, with a good 
library, and a grammar fchool, together with a fchool in which church mufic is 
taught by the pariili clerk. 

SNATH is diftant from London 175 miles, and is a little town of a good trade, 
by means of the navigation of the rivers Are and Don, near the conflux of which 
it ftands. 

STOKESLEY ftands upon the bank of the river Wi ik , at the diftance of 217 
miles from London. Ic is a corporate town, confifting of one well built ftreet, 
about half a mile long, with a very good market, and a fair for cattle, reckoned 
the greateft in England. 

TADCASTER is diftant from London 182 miles, and has an hofpital for twelve 
poor perfons, and a free fchool, both founded in the reign of queen Elizabeth, by 
Dr. Oglethorp, biihop of Carlifle. This town has alfo a fine ftone bridge over 
the river Wharfe. 

~ I 
THORN ftands upon the river Don, at the diftance of 161 miles from London, 

and contains nothing worthy of note. 

THRUSK, or THRISK, is diftant from London 199 miles, and is an ancient bo-
rough by prefcription, governed by a bailiff and about fifty burgage-holders. 
T h e bailiff is chofen by the burgage-holders, and fworn by the fteward of the 
lord of the manor, for whom he holds court at Lady-day and at Michaelmas. 
T h e representatives in parliament for this borough are chofen by the buro-ao-e-
holders, and returned by the bailiff. ° 0 

TICKHALL, or TICKHILL, is 149 miles from London, and is an ancient town, 
that gives name to an honour of a very extenfive jurifdiftion, and to which a 
great many manors owe fuit and fervice. This honour has been veiled in the 
crown ever fince the reign of king Henry the Fourth, and is leafed out to a fub-
jedt. Here is a handfome church, a charity fchool, and an hofpital. 

WAKEFIELD is diftant from London 172 miles, and is a large well built town, 
which, though no corporation, is faid to contain more inhabitants than the city of 
York . It is fituated in a fruitful foil, and coniifts chiefly of three oreat ftreets 
It has only one church, which is a large lofty Gothic ftrudure, and was repaired 
in 1724, with a fpire, • that is one of the higheft in the county. This church is 
endowed with 801. a-year for a weekly ledfcure and here is a charity fchool for 
fixty-three children, fupported by the inhabitants. Wakefield has a market place, 
with a beautiful crols, confifting of an open colonade of the Doric order, fupport-
ing a dome, and a lanthorn at the top, under which is a room for tranfacting the 
public bufinefs of the town ; and here is a ftone bridge over the river Calder. 

This 
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This town has been long famous for the woollen manufacture, and carries on 
a confiderable trade by the navigation of the Calder, in cloth and coals. In the 
neighbourhood there are annual horfe races. 

WETHERBY is 178 miles from London, and is a good trading town, with a 
charity fchool. 

• -• 

"WHITBY is diftant from London 227 miles, and is a well built town, fituated 
on the German Ocean, at the mouth of a fmall river called the Eik. Llere is a 
cuftom-houfe and a good harbour, much frequented by the colliers. The beft 
and ftrongeft veffels ufed in England for the coal trade, are built in this p o r t ; 
upwards of a hundred veffels, of eighty tons or more, belong to it, and vaft 
quantities of butter and corn are fent from hence to London, and fometimes to 
Holland. Whitby was formerly in fome credit, on account of a fpaw or medi-
cinal fpring. 

WIGHTON is 181 miles from London, and is a fmall ancient town, containing 
nothing worthy of note. 

YARUM is 212 miles diftant from London, and is a corporation, fituated on 
the louth bank of the river Tees, over which it has a fine ftone bridge, and by 
the navigation of which it carries on a good trade to London in lead, corn, and 
butter. 

-

C U R I O S I T I E S . 

One of the moft remarkable curiofities of this county is a fpring at a village A n eb l • 
called Giglefwick, about half a mile from Settle, which frequently ebbs and f p r i n g ! 

flows three times in an hour, when the water finks and rifes two feet. 

About a mile eaft of Beverley is a fpaw, which is faid to be of great fervice in iyr j* • 
the cure of fcorbutic and other cutaneous diforders. fpring.1" 

In Y o r k Would, after very rainy feafons, water frequently gufhes out of the W a t e r fpouts 

earth, and rifes to a confiderable height. Thefe jets the inhabitants of the coun-
ty call vipfies, or gipfies, and believe them to be the forerunner of a famine, or 
fome other public calamity. T o account for thefe phenomena, it is fuppofed 
that the rain water, being received and collected in large balons or caverns of the 
hills in this mountainous trad, finds a vent below, towards the bottom of the 
hills, but that this vent not being large enough for the water to iffue as faft as it 
gathers above, it is forced up into jets or fpouts upon the principle of artificial 
fountains and after fprings and fummers fo wet as to produce thefe fpouts, a 
fcarcity of corn has frequently happened throughout the kingdom fo that the 
notion of thefe fpouts being prognoftics of famine, .is better founded than many 
others of the fame kind. 

Near Sheffield is a park, where, in the laft century, an oak tree was cut down Prodigious 
which had 10,¿00 feet of board in it ; and in the fame park another oak was fel- large oaks, 
led, the trunk of which was fo large, that two men on horfeback, one on each 
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fide of it, as it lay along upon the ground, could not fee the crowns of each 
others hats. 

A remarkable In a village called Cuckhold's Haven, not far from Sandbeck, near Tickhil l , 
tree. there now grows, or very lately did grow, a yew tree,, the item of which is ilraight 

and fmooth, to the height of about ten feet the branches rife one above ano-
ther in circles of fuch exact dimenfions, that they appear to be the effect of art. 
T h e fhoots of each year are exactly conformable one to another, and fo thick, 
that the birds can fcarce find any entrance. Its colour is remarkably bright and 
vivid, which together with its uncommon figure, gives it at fome diftance the 
appearance of a fine artificial tuft of green velvet. 

Subterraneous In a tra£t of ground called Marfhland, fituated north-eaft of Thorn, and fur-
trees. rounded by the Don, the Idle, the Oufe, and other rivers, are frequently dug up 

great quantities of fir and oak trees. Their depth under ground is from one to 
two yards : the roots are found in various directions, from which fome of the trees 
feem to have been cut off, others broken, and others burnt. 

Natural and- It is faid that there are certain fields near Whitby , over which if a flock of 
pathies of wild geefe happen to fly, they fuddenly drop dead to the ground. 
iome animals 

places?111 It is laid that no rats have ever been feen at Hatfield, north-eaft of Don-
cafter, nor any fparrows at Lindholm, near Hatfield. 

An ailofiiih- T h e top of the high cliff fouth of the town of Scarborough,- at the bottom of 
ing rupture of which is the Scarborough fpaw, was fifty-four yards above high watermark, till 
the e<&rth. 2^th of December 1737, when apart of the cliff, containing above an acre 

N of pafture land, funk by degrees for feveral hours, with cattle feeding on it, and 
at length fettled about feventeen yards below its former perpendicular height, 
By the preflure of fuch an immenfe weight, computed at no lefs than 561,360 
tons, the fandy ground beyond the cliff, towards the lea, where the wells were,, 
rofe for about one hundred yards in length, twenty feet above its former level 
the fpaw, and the buildings around it, being on the ground that was thus ele-
vated, the water entirely failed, but upon a diligent fearch,, the fpaw was again 
recovered, and the water upon trial, feemed rather to be more efficacious than; 
before. 

Run l-'me t 0 P s *~ome t^ie m o u n t ; a ^ n s n e a r Richmond, are found great 

¿tones! " quantities of itones like cockle fnells, fome of which are buried in the middle of 
firm rocks, and others in beds of lime-ftone, at fix or eight fathoms under ground. 
Some call them run lime-ftones, and fuppofe them to be produced by a more than 
ordinary heat, and a quicker fermentation, than they allow to the formation of 
the other parts of the quarry. 

Serpent Near Whitby are found the cornua ammonis, or ferpent fiones, as they are 
ftones. commonly called, from their fpiral figure. 

Jnihnces o f ^ S k i p t o n many years, one Robert Montgomery, a native of Scotland, 
l o n g e v i t y in who at the age of 12 6 years went about begging. 
this county . 2 A t 
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A t Thirleby, near Helmefley, lived one Mary Allifon, who at the age of 106 
years fpun a web of linen cloth, and lived to the age of 108. 

A t Dent, a village upon a fmall river of the fame name, fouth-weft of Afkrig, 
upon the borders of Lancafhire, there lived two perfons, the father and fon, 
who in 1664 were fummoned as witneifes upon a trial at York ailizes, when the 
father was above 139 years of age, and the fon upwards of 100. 

But a much more remarkable inftance of longevity was one Henry Jenkins, a 
native of the North Riding of this county, who died in 1670 at the age of 169 
years. As there were no regifters old enough to prove the time of his birth, it 
was gathered from the following circumilances. He remembered the battle of 
Flodden Field, fought between the Engliih and Scots in 1513, when he was 
twelve years old; feveral men in his neighbourhood, about one hundred years of 
age, agreed, that from their earlieft remembrance, he had been an old man and 
a? York aifizes he was admitted to fwear to 140 years memory. H e frequently 
fwam rivers after he was an hundred years old, and he retained his fight and 
hearing to his death. H e had been a fifherman an hundred years, but towards 
the later end of his days he begged. A monument was ere&ed to_ his memory 
by fubfcription, at Bolton, on the river Swale, in 1743, on which is an infcrip-
tion, purporting that he was 169 years old, and was interred there on the 6th 
of December 1670. 

T h e celebrated Dr. John Tillotfon, archbiihop of Canterbury, was born at £ m i n e n t msm 

Halifax in this county. of this county. 

A N T I Q U I T I E S . 

Under the Romans this county was inhabited by the Brigantes, of whom fome A n c i e n t i n h a -

account has been given in the defcription of the antiquities of the county of bitants. 
Cumberland. In the divifion of Britain by the emperor Conftantine, the third 
or northern part was called Maxima Cafarienfis, of which this fliire was a confider-
able part, and the city of York the metropolis. And under the Saxon heptarchy 
Yorkihire belonged to the kingdom of the Northumbers, and was known by the 
name of the Province of Deira. 

T h e city of York having been the capital city of the Brigantes, is by Ptolemy A n t i ities 

called Brigantium but it is more generally known among the Roman writers b y o f Y o rk. 
the name Eboracum. That it was a Roman colony, appears from the teftimony 
of both Ptolemy and Antoninus, as well as from the following infcription upon a 

ftone that was dug up here. M . V E R E C V I R C O L E B O R I I T M Q^ 

M O R T C I V E S B 1 T V R I X C V B V S HMC SÍBI V I V V S F E C I T . 

From the following infcription upon the reverie of the emperor Severus's coins, 
it appears, that the fixth legion, called Viótrix, which was fent from Germany 
into Britain by the emperor Hadrian, was in garrifon here : C O L . E B O R A C V M 
L E G . VI. V I C T R I X . 

It alfo appears that the ninth legion refided in this city, from the following in-
fcription, upon a funeral monument found here, which had been ere&ed in me-

C c c 8 -mory 
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mory of the ftandard-bearer of that legion. L . D V C C I V S L . V o - R V F I N -

Y S Y I E N S I G [ \ F . L E G V i l l i . A N . X X I I X . H . S. E . 

Here alio was found a Roman brick, infcribed as fol lows: L E G . IX. V I C . 
and a ftone altar or monument, dedicated to the genius of the place, with this-
infcription : G E N I O L O C I F E L I C I T E R . 

In 1658 an altar was found here, infcribed thus: I. O. M . D I S D E A B V S -
O V E H O S P I T A L I B V S P E N A T I B V S Q ^ O B C O N S E R V A T A M S A L V -
T E M S V A M S V O R V M Q ^ P. A E L . M A R C I A N V S P R ^ E F . C O H . A R A M . 
S A C . F . N C D . 

T h e emperor Severus refided a confiderable time in this city, and dying here, 
his aihes were carried from hence in a golden urn to Rome. Conftantius Chlo-
rus alfo died at Y o r k and here his fon, Conftantine the Great, was upon his 
father's deceafe declared emperor by the Roman foldiery. 

It is faid that in a vault belonging to a little chapel here, in which Conftan-
tius was thought to have been buried, a lamp was found burning, about the 
time of the diifolution of monafteries. 

There paifed no lefs than three Roman military ways through this city : Bello-
na had a temple in it -5 and here are ftill to be feen fome remains of Roman build-
ings, particularly an arch at a place called Micklegate Bar, feveral parts of the 
city walls, and a multangular tower, near a place called the Mint-yard. 

Without a place called Botham Bar in this city, was the burying place of the 
Romans, after the cuftom of burying the dead, inftead of burning them, had been 
introduced among that people : and feveral remains of antiquity have been dif-
covered here, particularly an earthen veifel or urn, on one fide of which was the 
fio-ure of a woman's head, as large as the life, with fome ftrokes_ of a pencil in. 
red paint, very freih, about the hair, eye-brows, and neck. This veifel is fup-
pofed to 'have been made of Halifax clay,, and is. preferved in the A f h m o l e a a 
m u f e u m at Oxford. 

- . 

Here was alfo difcovered a vault of Roman bricks, like thofe in which the 
urns were ufually depofited. It was arched with bricks, each about two feet 
fquare, and proportionably thick, and paved with bricks, about eight inches, 
fquare' and two inches thick. It was of fufficient capacity to hold two bodies,, 
but no'thino- was found in it except the bottom of a Roman coffin, confifting of 
feveral fragments of a rediih clay, fomething coarfer than that of which the urns, 
were ufually made. 

In this burying ground was alfo found a Roman ihuttle, three inches and a 
half in breadth ^the woof it carried muft have been very fine, becaufe the hol-
low" into which it was received is at moft but a quarter of an inch wide. It is fup-
pofed to have been ufed in weaving the afbeftinum or incombuftible linen in which 
the dead bodies were wrapped before they were burnt, in order to preferve the 
aihes. Here alfo were found two urns of a blue grey colour and two veffels of 
red clay. T h e urns contained burnt bones and aihes i and the largeft of the two 

red 
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red day veffels has a fpiral thread in the infide like the nut of a fcrew. It is 
about a foot long, four inches broad, and the bore wider at one end than at the 
other. The fmalleft red veffel is a kind of lacrymatory, into which the friends of 
the deceafed were wont to ihed their tears. Here alfo was found a lead coffin 
feven feet long, inclofed in a ftrong coffin of oak planks, within which was the 
intire fkeleton of a human body. 

In the laft century there was dug up in this city a great number of Roman 
coins : and in the cathedral here is ltill preferved an ivory cup, which Ulphus, 
the ion of Toraldus, governor of the weftern parts of the province of Deira, fil-
led with wine, and kneeling before the altar of this church, bellowed upon it 
all his lands and revenues. 

A t Clifton, fouth-eafl of Halifax, in 1705; fome gallons of Roman copper R o m a n c o i n s 

corns were dug up, among which were fome of the emperor Quintillus, who and urns. 
reigned but feventeen days: and in a flone quarry at Yeadon, fouth of Otley, 
was found in 1762, an urn of curious workmanfhip, filled with burnt bones and 
afhes. 

Doncafter was a Roman town, called Danum both in the Itinerary and the No- A t- • • 
titiaj and here the lieutenant of the Crifpinian horfe, under the governor of Bri- D o n S r 
tain, was quartered. 

A t one end of this town is a remarkable ancient column, called a crofs, with 
the following Norman infcription : I C E S T : E S T : L A C R V I C E : O T E : D. 
T I L L I A K I : A L M E : D E V : E N : F A C E : M E R C H A M : 

In the church of this town is a tomb-Hone, with this remarkable infcription : 

Howe. Howe. Who is hearf, I Robin of Doncaftere, and Margaret my feare ; that 
I [pent that I had, that I gave that I have, that I left that I loft A. D. 1579. 
Quoth Robertus Byrkes, who in this world did reign three fcore years and feven, and 
yet lived not one. 

In digging large canals in the laft century, for draining the marih land near Annuities of 
Thorn, which before that time was a moorifh and fenny trail of country, were Maryland 
found gates, ladders, hammers, fhoes, and other fuch things, together with the 
entire body of a man, at the bottom of a turf-pit, about "four yards deep * his 
hair and nails not decayed. Here were alfo found feveral Roman coins -, and from 
theie circumftances, and the fubterraneous wood found here, it is conjectured that 
this, and other fuch places, were anciently forefts, in which the Britons had taken 
refuge, and which were therefore cut down and burnt by the Romans.. 

A t Staneland, near Halifax, feveral Roman coins have been dug up. In 1678 Roman coin3 

a very confiderable quantity of thefe coins was found at Sowerby, not far from and other re-
Staneland. A t Gredand, near Sowerby, was found a votive altar, which from an mains o f an~ 
infcription on it, ieems to have been dedicated to the tutelar god of the metro- tiquity* 
polis of the Brigantes. On one fide is D V I CI. BRIG. E T N V M . G G T 
A Y R . A V R E L I A N V S D D. P R O SE E T SVIS. S. M. A . G. S. and on 

the 
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the other fide, A N T O N I N O III. E T G E T COSS. And at Eland, eaft of Hali-
fax, f e v e r a l bricks have been found infcribed, C O H . l i l i . BRE. 

A t Almondbury, near Huthersfield, are the ruins of a Roman work, conñft-
i n 9 : of fome remains of a ftone caftle and ramparts, with a triple fortification, itili 
vifible, and generally fuppofed to have been the Cambodunum of the Romans. 

A t Lino-well-Yate, not far from Wakefield, in 1697, were found certain 
moulds oAmpreffions upon clay, invented for counterfeiting the Roman coin 
This place is fuppofed to have been called Lingwell from fome intrenchments called. 
Vallum by the Romans, which might have been thrown up here by the Ltngones, 
who are known to have been quartered at likely, near Skipton, which was the 
Olicana of the Romans, and not far from this place. 

Olicana was rebuilt by Virius Lupus, legate and proprietor of Britain, in the 
time of the emperor Severus, as appears by the folbwinginfcnpt.on upona ftone 

un here TM S E V E R V S A V G . E T A N T O N I N V S CILS. D E S 1 I N A -
T VS R E ^ T I T V ^ R V N ^ C V R A N T E V I R I O L V P O L E G . E O R V M . P R . 
P R . 

That the fecond cohort of the Ligones were quartered in this town, appears 
from an infcription upon an altar found here, and dedicated by the captain of that 
I: A t v ^ u Z * fnnnnfed to be the o-oddefs of the river Wharfe. T h e infcrip-
S t Y E R B E I A E S A C R V M C L O D I V S F R O N T O P R i E F . C O H . 

II. L I N G O N . 

Here is a church, in the wall of which is a ftone, with an imperfed Roman in-
f e c t i o n . In this church is a figure cut in ftone of Sir Adam Middleton, who 
lived in the reign of king Edward the Firft , and in the church-yard, and in fome 
other parts of the town, are Roman ftone pillars, fome of which have engravings 

and inscriptions. 

A t Cookridoe, near Otley, feveral Roman coins have been dug up and upon 
a moor near a village called Addle, in the neighbourhood of this place were dis-
covered in 1702, the ruins of a Roman town, confifting of a large ftone aque-
duft, feveral urns, ftatues, and fepulchral monuments, and in the neighbourhood 
a Roman camp very entire, with a fingle rampart. 

Caftleford, near Pdntefrad, appears to have been the Legeolium or Lagetium, 
of the Romans, and ftands upon a Roman military way that runs from Doncafter 
to Aberforth. Vaft quantities of Roman coins have, at different times been 
dug up here, and are called Saracens heads by the inhabitants of this neighbour-

hood. 

A t Helensford, near Wetherby, are ftill vifible fome remains of a Roman mili-

tary way. 

r Tadcafter is generally fuppofed to be the Calcaria of the Romans, feveral Ro-
man coins have been dug up here, the marks of a trench are fall vifib.e round the 

town, 
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town, and here is the platform of an old caftle or fort : fome, however, are of 
opinion, that Newton ICyme, near Tadcafter, was the Roman Calcaria : it ftands 
upon the military way that runs through Helensford, and many Roman coins, 
urns, and other remains of Roman antiquity, have been dug up at this place. 
T h e name Calcaria is derived from the lime-ftone foil in this neighbourhood, 
which the Romans called Calx. 

A t Burrowbridge was dug up a ftone with an imperfed fepulchral infcription ; Ancient 
and near this town are three huge ftones, in the form of pyramids, called the monument!. 
Devil's bolts, and generally fuppofed to have been a Roman trophy -, but fome 
are of opinion, that they were Britiih deities ; they ftand in a ftraight line, and 
were formerly four in number ; but one was difplaced about the beginning of this 
century, in hopes of finding money under it. 

Aldborough was the Ifurium Brigantum of the Romans ; and the name ïfurum was Antiquities of 
probably derived from the river Ure, upon the bank of which it ftands. In the Aldborough* 
time of the Romans it was a confiderable city, and was certainly a place of great 
ftrength, for, by the ruins of the walls it appears, that they were four yards thick, 
and built upon a foundation of large pebble ftones, about five yards deep : they 
formed a compleat fquare, and included fixty acres of ground. It is generally 
believed, that this city was deftroyed by the Danes, and from the foil it feems to 
have been burnt. Few places have afforded greater variety of Roman antiquities ; 
here have been difcovered the fragments of aquedudts cut in great ftones, and 
covered with Roman tyles ; a vault leading, it is thought, to the river, and fup-
pofed to have been a repofitory for the dead, was difcovered here in the time of 
Charles the Firft. Vaft quantities of Roman coins, moil of which were of brafs, 
have been found in this place, together with feveral fignets, varioufly engraved 
with the figures of men, birds and beafts : urns, and other veffels of red earth, 
wrought with a variety of figures, knots and flowers, have been dug up here ; al-
fo feveral pavements of mofaic work, confifting of fmall ftones, about a quarter 
of an inch fquare, with a border of ftones about four times as bio-. 

Near the church of this town was dug up a rough ftone, on which is cut the 
figure of the god Pan, ftill to be feen in the wall of the veftry room of the church; 
and on the fouth fide of this place there appears to have been a camp, contain-
ing about two acres of ground, in which Roman coins have often been found. 

Auldby, on the river Derwent, north-eaft of York, appears to have been the 
Derventio of Antoninus, and the Petuaria of Ptolemy. The name Derventio was, Anticl,u'r'e3' 
no doubt, derived from the fituation of the placé on the bank of the DerwenC ° y" 
which was alfo called Derventio ; and Petuaria is fuppofed to have been an epithet 
added to diftinguiih this place from other towns in Britain, called Derventio by 
the Romans. The captain of the company of the Derventienfes, under the géné-
ral of Britain, was quartered here : this was a royal village in the time of the^Sax-
ons -, the ruins of an old caftle are ftill vifible in this place, and here have been found 
fome remains of Roman antiquity.. 

1 , 
T h e river Oufe appears to have been the Abus of Ptolemy ; and' near Metham, A R o m a » 

not far from Howden, upon the bank of that river, has been difcovered a Ro- pottery.' 
man pottery, where the Roman urns, and other earthen veffels,. were made. 

Wighton 
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Antiquities of Wio-hton is fuppofed to have been the Delgovitia of the Romans. The name 
Wighton. Delgovitia is derived from the Britiih word Delgwe, or Ddelw, which fignifies 

fiatues or images of heathen gods: and in a little village in this neighbourhood, 
called Godmanham, there was anciently an idol temple, from which the place was 
cilled by the Saxons God-mundingham, whence the prefent name is derived. 

Roman Patrington was the Praetorium of Antoninus, and Spurnhead, the fouthrnoft 

itiions, and point of Holdernefs, at the mouth of the Humber, was the Promontorium Ocel-
lum mentioned by Ptolemy. A Roman military way, begun by the emperor 
Antoninus, from the Picts wall, fouthward, terminates at Patrington ; and a little 
village, called Kelnfey,. Handing on Spurnhead, is generally allowed to be the 
Ocellum of the Romans. 

Bridlington bay was the EuAt̂ evov Gabrantovicorum, mentioned by Ptolemy, 
which fignifies the good port or harbour of the Gabrantovici, an ancient tribe of Bri-
tons, who inhabited thefe parts and Dunfley, a village near Whitby, is the B u -
nus finus of Ptolemy. 

i- - * i 
•Sepulchral A t Eaftnefs, a village near Helmefley, was found a ftone tomb full of bones, 
infcription. and on the top ftone was the following infcription. T I T I A ' P I N T A ' V I X I T ' 

A N N ' X X X V I I I . ' E T V A L . ' A D I V T O R I 5 V I X I T ' A N N . X X ' E T V E R I O -
L O ' Y I X I T ' A N N . ' X V . ' V A L ' V I N D I C I A N V S ' C O N I V G I E ' T . ' F I L I S ' F. C. 

Antiquities of A t Baint-Brig, near Afkrig, are ftill to be feen the ground works of a Roman 
Baint-Brig. fortification, containing about five acres of ground, together with the tracts of 

houfes •, and a ftone was dug up here, with the following fragment of an infcrip-
tion, fupported by the figure of a winged Victory. IMP. CiES. L . S E P T I M O 
P I O P E R T I N A C I A V G V . IMP. C^ESARI M . A V R E L I O 
A — PIO F E L I C I A V G V S T O B R A C C H I O 
C A E M E N T I C I V M — V I N E R V I O R V M SVB C V R A L A S E N E C I O N A M -
P L I S S I M I O P E R I L . VI. SPIVS PRiE — — L E G I O — — 
whence it is conjectured, that this fort was called Bracchium, and that the fixth 
cohort of the Nervii was in garrifon here. 

Here has alfo been dug up a ftatue of the emperor Aurelius Com modus, in the 
habit of Hercules, his right hand armed with a club and on the pedeftal is the 
following; imperfect inlcription. C ^ S A R I A V G V S T O M A R C I A V R E L I I 
F I L I O ° — — — — S E N ION IS A M P L 1 S S I M I V E N T S 
— — PIVS. 

Antiquities of Cattarick, a village upon the bank of the river Swale, near Richmond, was 
Caitarick. the Caturaclonium and Catarracton of Ptolemy and Antoninus. The prefent 

name is a fmall variation of the ancient names CaturaCtonium and Catarracton, 
which feem to have been derived from the cataract formed by the river Swale near 
this place. In the time of the Romans this was a great city, through which Ptole-
my, in an aftronomical work called Magna Conftruffio, delcribes the twenty-fourth 
parallel of north latitude, and makes it diftant from the ¿equator fifty-feven de-
grees. Cattarick ftands upon a Roman high-way, that croifes the river at this 
place, and by the ruins ftill vifible in and around it, appears to have been a city 
of a large extent, and ftrongly fortified. On the eaft fide, near the river, is a 

huge 
• 9 Bra 
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huge mount, fecured by four fmaller works; and upon the bank of the river the 
foundations of very ftrong walls are ftill difcernible. In the reign of king Charles 
the Firft, a large pot, confifting of an uncommon mixture of metals, and capable 
of containing twenty-four gallons, was found here, almoft full of Roman coins, 
the far greateft part of which was copper; and in 1703 a vault was difcovered near 
this place, containing a large urn and two fmaller ones. 

Upon a hill in the neighbourhood of this town, adjoining to a farm-houfe called 
Thornburgh, have been found many Roman coins; one in particular, of gold, 
had this infcription, Nero Imp. C<efar. and on the reverfe, Jupiter Cujlos. Here 
have alfo been dug up bales of old pillars, and a brick floor, with a leaden pipe 
paffing perpendicularly down into the earth. It is thought that this was a place 
for performing facrifices to the infernal gods, that th& blood of the viftims de~ 
fcended by this pipe, and that Thornburgh was the Vicus junta Gatarraftam, men-
tioned by Antoninus. 

In and about Cattarick have been found feveral ftones with Roman infcriptions, 
among which was an altar infcribed as follows, D E O Q V I V I A S E T S E M I T A S 
C O M M E N T V S E S T T . I R D A S S. C. F. V. L . L . M. Q. V A R I V S V I T A L I S 
E T E COS A R A M S A C R A M R E S T I T V I T A P R O N I A N O E T B R A D V A 
COS. 

From Cattarick the Roman highway runs through Aldborough to Bowes, Antiquities 
north-weft of Richmond. In the Itinerary of Antoninus, Bowes is called Lavatrse of Bowes, 
and Levatrae, which name is fuppofed to be derived from a fmall river near it, cal-
led the Laver. Here the firft cohort of the Thracians was garrifoned, in the reign 
of the emperor Severus, when Virius Lupus was lieutenant and proprietor of Bri-
tain, as appears by the following infcription upon a ftone dug up at this place. 
D A E - - F O R T V N 7 E V I R I V S L V P V S L E G . A V G . PR. PR. B A L I N E V M 
V I IGNIS E X V . S T V M . C O H . I. T H R A C V M R E S T I T V I T C V R A N T E 
V A L . F R O N T O N E P R j E F — E Q ^ A L i E V E T T O . 

• • 

Here is a church, in which is a ftone ufed formerly for a communion-table, 
with the following infcription in honour of Hadrian the emperor. IMP. C ^ S A -
R I DIVI T R A I A N I P A R T H I C I M A X . F I L I O DIVI N E R V i E N E P O T I 
T R A I A N O H A D R I A N O A V G . P O N T . M A X M . — — COS. I. — — 
P. P. C O H . IIII. F . IO. SEV. 

Many more ftones have been dug up here with Roman inscriptions; and at Antiquities of 
Gretabridge, not far from Bowes, has been a Roman camp, in which feveral Ro- Gretabridge. 
man coins have been found, and a ftone altar, with the following infcription. 
D E i E N V M E R L E N V M I N I BRIG. E T I A N . 

-

A t Rookby, near Gretabridge, in 1702, a ftone altar was dug up, infcribed 

Pthus, DEM N I M P H A I N E I N B R I C A E T I A N V A R I A X E T IBINVS ^ a R o m a a 

M V I O S O N I R V N . 
Upon the fame military way, north-weft of Bowes, are the remains of a fmall Roman forts, 

fquare Roman fort, now called Maiden caftle. Temple Brough, upon the bank 
V O L . II . D d d of I | 
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of the river Don, near Rotherham, is another Roman fort j and the remains of a 
third fort are ftill vifible not far from Sheffield. 

Over againft Temple Brough, on the oppoiite fide of the river, is a high hill, 
called Winco Bank, from which a large bank is thrown up, and continued almoft 
five miles without interruption j one part of it is called Danes Bank,, another 
Devil's Bank, a third Kemp's Bank, and a fourth part Temple Bank. 

A t Coniiburgh, upon the river Don, fouth-weft of Doncafter, are ffi {landing 
the walls of a caftle, to which Hengift the Saxon is faid to have retired after ha-
ving been routed by Aurelius Ambrofius the Briton. In this town is a church, 
and in the church-yard is a ftone of black marble, engraved with antique figures, 
one of which reprefents a man with a target encountering a vail winged ferpent 
another, a man on horfeback, curioufly c u t ; and a third, another man bearing a 
target. This ftone is cut into the form of a coffin, and is, without queftion,. a 
very ancient monument. 

A t Tickhill are the remains of a caftle, fuppofed to have been built before the 
Conqueft. 

Thefts, particularly the pradlice of ftealing cloth in the night from the tenters, 
were formerly fo common in and about Halifax, that in the reign of king Henry 
the Seventh, a bye-law, called the Halifax law, was made to prevent them. By this 
law the magiftrates of Halifax were impowered to pafs and execute fentence of 
death on all fuch criminals as were convi&ed of theft within a certain diftridt 
round Halifax, called the Liberties of the foreft of Hardwick, providing the va-
lue of the thing ftolen amounted to more than thirteen pence halfpenny. On fuch 
a charge, the perfon fufpedled was carried before the bailiff of Halifax, who fum-
moned the frithburghers of the feveral towns in the liberties of the foreft of Hard-
wick : by thefe he was either acquitted or convidled; and if convidled, was exe-
cuted by fevering his head from his body, in the manner following. Near the 
town was an engine, in the form of a very high gallows; in the two perpendicular 
polls were groves, where a heavy piece of timber, with a iharp ax fixed in it, was 
made to ilide up and down very eafily, by means of a pully and a cord. On the 
day of execution, the convidl was carried to this gallows, and his neck laid upon a 
block diredlly under the ax, which was drawn up to the top of the gallows, and 
fixed by faftening one end of the rope on which it was fufpended to a pin in one o f 
the perpendicular polls.. The pin being removed;, upon the fignal for execution, 
fet the rope at liberty,, upon which the ax fell down with great force and velocity, 
and cut off the criminal's head. This engine was ufed at Halifax till the year 
1620, when it was removed j. but the bafis it flood upon is to be feen here to this.-
day. 

T h e Halifax law partly gave occafion to a common litany, or cant o f the beg-
gars and vagrants of thefe parts, where they frequently fay,. 

From Hell, Hull, and Halifax, 
Good Lord deliver us*. 

T h e 
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T h e reafon afcribed for Hull's being fo tremendous to beggars, is the rigid dis-
cipline they meet with in that town, where all foreign poor are whipped out, and 
the poor of the town fet to work. 

In a field near Wakefield, was found, in the laft century, a large antique gold Ancient ring, 
rina-, engraved upon the outfide with the figures of three faints, and on the infide, and 
in ancient characters, were the words Pour bon amour. It is fuppofed to have be-
longed to Richard Duke of York, and father of king Edward the Fourth, who 
was^ilain here fighting againft the houfe of Lancafter. 

I n K n a r e i b o r o u s h foreft, about the beginning of this century, was f o u n d a Medal, 

large m e d a l , infcribed as follows, JO. K E N D A L R H O D I T V R C V P E L L E R I -
Y S r ^ T E M P O R E OBSIDION1S T V R C H O R Y M . M C C C C L X X X . + 

Near this place is a cell, called St. Robert's chapel, hewn out of a rock. Part A n - d t 
of the rock is. formed into an altar, in which are cut the figures of three heads, age. 
def ined as is fuppofed, for an emblem of the Holy Trinity This cell was the 
hermitage of Robert, the founder of a religious fed called the Robertines 5 and 
here he died in the year 1216. 

At Rinoon in 169*, was found a confiderable number of brafs Saxon coins; Antiquities of 
and nea A e church tee is a large mount called Hilihaw fuppofed to have been R>PPon. 
eaft UP by the Danes. In the times of popery the church of Rippon was famous 
for a piece of prieft-craft pradifed in it, by which the canons got much money. 
In the church was a ftrait paffage into a clofe vaulted room which paffage was fo 
contrived, that none could pafs through it but fuch as were favoured. I he paf-
faae was called St. Wilfrid's needle, and was ufed to prove the chaftity of any wo-
man Tufpeded of incontinence. If flic bribed the prieft, ihe pafled through 
k, and was reputed chafte 5 but if the prieft was not fatisfied, ihe ftuck in the 

paffage. 

c r Tohn's church at Beverley had antiently the privilege of a fanftuary for per- Amiquki« of 
fons fufpeaed of capital cr ime! A t the up'per end of the choir is ftil to be leen • 

he chair of refuge called Freedftool. It has a well of water behind it, and con- yer, 
; o f o n e entire ftone. It is faid to have been brought from Dunbar mScot-

i n^ L d has he following infcription; H i E C S E D E S L A P I D E A F R E E D - -
S T O O L D I C I T V R i (. P A C I S C A T H E D R A A D Q V A M ' R E V S F V G I -
E N D O P E R V E N I E N S O M N I M O D A M H A B E T S E C V R I T A T E M . 

Uoon opening a grave in this church, in the year 1 6 6 4 , a vault of free ftone 
was discovered, "fiftfen feet long, and two feet broad In the vault was a fheet of 
lad four feet lone, containin| fome aihes, bones, beads, brafs pins, iron nails, 

and other relics; and upon thelheet was a leaden plate, with an infcription, mti-
m a t i t that his churchwas burnt in September n 8 8 ; and that uponan mquifi-
tYon made here on the 6th of the Ides of March in 1197. the bones of St. John de 
B e v e r l e y were found in the e a f t part of the church, and depofited m this vault. 
This St" John de Beveriey founded a ^ ^ C S ^ ^ S N ^ S M 

M P T X X X V N I ' C O M F v i T n ° M C m I N M E N S E S E P -
T E M B R M N : ' S E ^ E N T I N O C T E P O S T F E S T V M S A N C T I M A T M 
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A P O S T O L I , E T IN A N N O M C X C V I I . VI. IDVS M A R T I I F A C T A F V I T 
I N Q V I S I T I O R E L I Q V A R V M B E A T I J O H A N N I S IN H O C L O C O E T 
I N V E N T A S V N T H . E C O S S A IN O R I E N T A L I P A R T E S E P V L C H R I 
E T H I C R E C O N D I T A , E T P V L V I S C E M E N T O M I X T V S I B I D E M IN-
V E N T V S E T R E C O N D I T V S . 

In the end of the church next the choir, hangs an ancient table, with the pic-
T ? ? I t 0 W h 0 m t h e c h u r c h w a s d e d i cated ; and another pidure of Kino-

ftich ^ ° l t 1 a n d b e t w e e n t h e t w o pi&ures is the following d £ 

Alsfree make I thee, 
As heart can wijh, or egh can fee. 

In the church of Headon are the pidures of a king and a biihop, with an in-
fcription little differing from the preceding one. * 

Als free make I thee 
As heart may think, or eigh fee. 

A t Kirklees about three miles from Hutherfield, is a funeral monument of the 
iamous outlaw Robin Hood, who lived in the reign of king Richard the Firft 
with the following infcription. 5 

Here, underneacl dis laid fiean 
Lais Robert earl of Huntingtun. 
Nea arier az hie fa geud, 
An pipl kauld im Robin Heud. 
Sick utlawz hi an is men 
Vil England niver f i agen. 

O.biit 24 Kal. Becembris, 1247.. 

V E C C L E S I A S T I C A L A N T I Q ^ U I T I E S. 

. Some writers have related, that Lucius,, a Britiih king, founded the fee of an 
archbifhop in the city of York ; and that here was a fucceffion of three or four 
archbiihops in the time of the Britons.: but this account is generally thouo-ht to 
be fabulous. And it is more probable, that the metropolitical church of this citv 
owes its origin to Edwyn king of the Northumbers, who,, upon his converiion to 
Chnftiamty in 627, constituted Paulinus an archbifhop, and built here a little 
wooden church, which fome time afterwards he began to rebuild of ftone The 
firft ftone building was finiihed by king Ofwald and archbifnop Wilfrid • but that 
building being, burnt down in 741, was afterwards rebuilt; it was a^ain burnr 
down in 1069, and rebuilt by Thomas, the firft archbifhop, who conftltuted the 
feveral dignities and prebends, and made it a regular chapter. In 1187 this ca 
thedral was a third time deftroyed by fire; after which the prefent ftateiy fabric w l l 
ereded. 1 o this cathedral belong an archbifhop, a dean, a precentor, a chancel 
lor, afub-dean, four arch-deacons, twenty-eight prebendaries, a fub-chanter five 
prieft-vicars, feven lay clerks, fix chorifters, four vergers, with other officer's anH 
fervants. rtUU 
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In the time of William the Conqueror, Allan earl of Richmond gave a church 
near this city, dedicated to St. Olave, with four acres of land to build offices on, 
to a religious fociety that had been driven hither from Whitby. But that church 
being too fmall, king William Rufus, about the year 1088, laid the foundation 
of a church dedicated to St. Mary, and endowed the monaftery with poffeflions, 
which being encreafed by other benefactions, were valued, upon the diffolution, 
at 2085 1. i s . 5 d . per annum. 

In the weft part of this city was a church dedicated to the Trinity, in which 
anciently were canons, endowed with lands; but thefe being difperfed, Ralph 
Painell, in 1089, gave it to the Benedidtine monks of St. Martin Marmonftier, as 
Tours in France, upon which it became a cell,to that abbey; but it was after-
wards made denifon, and valued, upon the diffolution, at 1691. 9 s. 10 d. per 
annum.. 

T h e Culdees, or fecular canons, belonging to the cathedral church of this city, 
in the time of William the Conqueror, founded, near the weftward of the church, 
an hofpital for the reception and entertainment of poor people. But king William 
Rufus eredted a larger and more convenient building for this charity, in the place 
now called the Mint-yard; and fo inpeafed its revenues, that he is generally rec-
koned the founder. This hofpital was called St. Peter's, till the time of king 
Stephen, who eredted a large church within the precindt-s of it, which he dedicated 
to St. Leonard after which the hofpital went generally by the name of that Saint. 
A t the time of the diffolution here were maintained a maffer, thirteen brethren, 
four fecular priefts, eight filters, thirty chorifters, two fchoolmafters, 206 bead-
men, and fix fervitors j with lands and rents amounting to 500 1. 11s. 1 d. per 
annum. 

1 
About two furlongs without the city walls, on the weft fide, archbifhop Thur-

ftan, in ri30, founded a Benedictine nunnery, dedicated to St. Clement, and 
valued, upon the diffolution, at 57 1. 7 s. 9 d. a year. 

In or near the city, there was an hofpital for leprous perfons, as ancient as the-
time of Maud the emprefs. It coniifted of a warden, and feveral brothers and 
filters, and had yearly revenues, valued upon the fuppreffion at 29 1. 18 s. 8 d. 

In the year 1200, Hugh Mordac founded in this city a priory for twelve canons-
of the order of St. Sempringham dedicated to that faint, and valued, upon the 
diffolution, at 57 1. 5 s. 9 d. per annum. 

-

About the beginning of the reign of king Henry the Third, a convent of Black: 
friars fettled in this city, through the bounty of Bryan Stapleton Efq^ 

Near the caftle of York was a houfe of Francifcan or Grey friars, founded in the 
time of king Henry the Third, by the king and the city of York. 

• < - . 
Llere was a convent of White friars, founded in 1255, by lord Vefey, and lord 

Percy.. 
la 
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In 1274, there was in this city an hofpital dedicated to St. Giles. | 1 

Within the clofe of the cathedral here was a college of thirty-fix vicars-choral, 
called the Bedern, under the direction of a warden or keeper. This place was 
given them by William de Lanum, fometimes canon of this church; and they 
were fixed here by archbiihop Walter Gray, about the year 1252. They had a 
chapel dedicated to the Holy Trinity ; but their houfe was called St. Peter's col-
lege, and was endowed, upon the diifolution, with 2361. 19 s. 4 d. per annum. 

Here was an houfe of Grey friars, of the order of St. Auguitine, as early as the 
year 1278, faid to have been founded by the lord Scroop. 

About the year 13 14, Robert Pickering, dean of York, founded here a large 
chantry of fix priefts, which he afterwards turned into an hofpital for a mafter and 
brethren. It was dedicated to St. Mary, and valued, upon the diifolution, at 37 1. 
per annum. 

In 1391 here was an hofpital dedicated to St. Thomas the Martyr; and mention 
is made of another hofpital here in 1399. 

In the north-eaft part of the city was an hofpital called St. Anthony's hofpital, 
founded about the year 1440, by Sir John Langton. 

In 1451, here was afociety of chaplains, or regular curates, called the houfe of 
the priefts of Pefeholme. 

In 146c, archbiihop George Nevill, and his brother Richard Nevill, earl of 
WTarwick, founded a college for twenty-three chantry priefts belonging to the ca-
thedral, to have their lodgings and commons together. It was dedicated to St. 
William, formerly archbiihop of York, and had yearly revenues, valued upon the 
fuppreiTion at 22 1. 12 s. 8 d. per annum. 

Here was an hofpital founded before the year 1481, by John Gifburgh precen-
tor of York, for two chaplains. It was dedicated to St. Mary, and valued, upon 
the fuppreiTion, at 9 1. 6 s. 8 d. per annum. ' 

In this city was an hofpital before the year 1481, called the Houfe of God: and 
here was another hofpital near Laithorpgate, founded by Bigot. 

A t Laftingham, on the north fide of Kirkby Morefide, Odilbald, or Edilbald» 
king of part of the Northumbers, in the year 648, founded a monaftery, which is 
faid 

to have been dedicated to the Virgin Mary. It was deftroyed in the Daniih 
wars, but repaired in time of William the Conqueror. The abbat and religious 
of this- place were foon afterwards removed to St. Mary's monaftery at York. & 

A t Tadcafter there was a monaftery about the year 655. 

A t Whitby, St. Hilda, in 657, founded a monaftery dedicated to St. Peter. 
It was deftroyed in the Daniih wars, but re-edified foon after the Conqueft, and 
ieplenifhed by William de Percy with Benediftine monks. In the time of Henry 

the 
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the Firft it became an abbey, was dedicated to St. Peter and St. Hilda, and valu-
ed, upon the diffolution, at 437 1. 2 s. 9 d. per annum. 

Here was an hofpital before the year 1160, and another hofpital dedicated to 
St. John Baptift, as old as the time of Edward the Second. 

A t Gilling, near Richmond, queen Eanfleda, before the year 659, built a mo-
naftery, which was afterwards deftroyed by the Danes. 

A t Rippon, Alchfrid king of the Northumbers built a monaftery before the 
year 661, which was burnt down about the year 950. It was afterwards rebuilt, 
and its church made collegiate, as it continues to this day. 

Here was an hofpital for lepers, founded by archbifhop Thurftan, who died in 
1139. It was dedicated to St. Mary, had a mafter, two or three chaplains, and 
fome brethren y and was valued, upon the diffolution, at 27 1. 5 s. 6 d. per 
annum. 

Here was an hofpital, founded by another of the archbiihops of York, and de- 4 

dicated to St. John Baptift, before the fourth year of the reign of king John. It 
had revenues, valued upon the fuppreffion at 10 1. 14 s. 4d . per annum. 

A t Hacknefs near Whitby, St. Hilda, in 68o, built a monaftery, which is 
fuppofed to have been demolifhed long before the Conqueft. And here is a 
church dedicated to St. Peter, in which fome monks were placed, about the 
time of king William Rufus, when it became a cell to the abbey at Whitby. 

A t Croke not far from Richmond, St. Cuthbert, in 685,. founded a monaftery, 
which was in being two hundred years afterwards. 

A t Watton, north of Beverley, there was a nunnery, about the year 686. A f -
terwards, about the year 1150, Euftace the fon of John founded here a houfe of 
nuns of the order of St. Sempringham, dedicated to tjie Virgin Mary, and rated 
upon the fuppreffion at 360 1. 16 s. 10 d. per annum. 

A t Beverley, John archbifhop of York, afterwards called St. John of Beverley, 
is faid to have founded a convent of monks in the choir of St. John's church here, 
which he dedicated to St. John Bapt'ft; a college of feven fecular canons, with fe-
ven clerks, in the nave of the church, which he dedicated to St. John the Evan-
gelift; and in a chapel dedicated to St. Martin, adjoining to this church, he 
founded a fociety of religious virgins, or nuns ; but about one hundred and fixty-
years afterwards, the religious here were murdered, and the church and buildings 
plundered and burnt to the ground by the Danes. The church, however, was 
afterwards repaired, and endowed with revenues by king Athelftan, for feven ca-
nons, and was a ftourifhing collegiate fociety at the diffolution. 

Here 
was an hofpital, founded, as is thought, before the Conqueft, by one 

Wulfe, and dedicated to St. Giles. The income of this hofpital was valued, up-
on the diffolution, at 8 1. per annum. ,, - • 
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Here was a preceptory of the order of the knights hofpitalers of St. John of Je-
rufalgm, founded by Sibylla de Valoniis, in 1201, and endowed, at the fuppref-
lion, with 164I. 10 s. per annum. 

In this place was alfo an hofpital of Black friars, before the year 1286. It was 
dedicated to St. Nicholas, and valued, upon the fuppreiTion, at only 5 1. 14 s. 6d. 
per annum. 

Here was a houfe of Francifcan friars, before the year 13CO. And in this town 
was alfo a houfe of Black friars, as early as the year 1311 . 

_ This town had two or three more hofpitals, concerning which there are few par-
ticulars upon record. 

In a wood called the wood of Elmet, not far from Leeds, there was a mona-
ftery about the year 730. 

A t Flixton, fouth of Scarborough, there was an hofpital ereded in the time of 
king Athelftan, by one Acehorne a knight, for an alderman and fourteen brothers 
and lifters. It was dedicated to the Virgin Mary and St. Andrew. 

A t a place formerly called Galmanho, near the city of York, Siward earl of 
Northumberland is faid to have built a monaftery before the year J055. 

A t Pontefrad were a college and hofpital before the Conqueft. In the caftle 
which he built here, Ilbert de Lacy, in the time of William Rufus, founded a 
chapel dedicated to St. Clement. It was afterwards made collegiate, confifted of 
a dean and three prebendaries, and was looked upon as a royal free chapel at the 
time of the diifolution. 

Here was a Cluniac priory, founded in the time of William Rufus, by Robert 
de Lacy. It was dedicated to St. John the Evangelift, and rated, upon the o-e, 
neral diifolution, at 337 1. 14 s. 8 d. per annum. 

The fame Robert de Lacy, in the time of king Henry the Firft, founded here 
an hofpital dedicated to St. Nicholas, in which, at the time of the fuppreiTion, 
were maintained a chaplain and thirteen poor perfons, endowed with 97 1. 13 s. 
io d. per annum. 

Edmund Lacy, earl of Lincoln, who died in 1257, founded a priory of Car-
melite or White friars in this town. 

Here was a houfe of Black friars before the year 1266, faid to have been founded 
by one Simon Piper. 

In 1286, here was a lazar-houfe, dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen. 

In the eighth year of Edward the Third, one William le Tabourere obtained 
the king's licence to found an hofpital here for a chaplain and eight poor people. 
It was dedicated to the Virgin Mary. 

In 
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In this town was a houfe of Grey friars. 

About the year 1385, Sir Robert Knolles, and Conftance his wife, founded 
here a college or chantry for a mailer and fix chaplains or fellows, and an alms-
houfe adjoining to it, for a mailer, two chaplains, and thirteen poor men and wo-
men. This foundation was dedicated to the Trinity, and endowed at the fuppref-
fion, with yearly revenues valued at 2001. 5 s. 

A t Selby, king William the Conqueror, in 1069, founded a noble abbey for 
Benedidline monks, dedicated to St. Mary and St. German, and rated, upon the 
fuppreffion, at 729 1. 12 s. 10 d. per annum. 

About the year 1100, Wymar, iteward to the earl of Richmond, gave a chapel 
in the town of Richmond, dedicated to St. Martin, with fome lands in the neigh-
bourhood, to the abbey of St. Mary at York upon which nine or ten Benedic-
tine monks were fixed in this chapel, where they continued, Subordinate to the 
monaftery of St. Mary, till the general diffolution, when they were found to be 
poffeffed of revenues valued at 47 1. 16 s. o d. per annum. 

In the year 1 1 5 1 , Roald, conftable of Richmond, founded here a Premonftra-
tenfian abbey, dedicated to St. Agatha, in which, at the time of the general 
fuppreffion, were about feventeen canons, endowed with yearly revenues rated at 
i x i l . 17 s. 11 d. 

• * • 

In the time of king Henry the Second here was a nunnery, of which no parti-
culars are known. Here was alfo, at the fame time, an hofpital, founded by 
king Henry the Second, and dedicated to St. Nicholas, which continued to the 
general fuppreffion, when it had revenues rated at 13 1. 12 s. per annum. 

In this town was a houfe of Grey friars, founded in 1258, by Ralph Fitz-Ran-
dal, lord of Middleham. And fome are of opinion, that here was a houfe of 
White friars j but this opinion is not well fupported. 

Near this town was a cell of alien monks, fubordinate to the abbey of Beware 
in Britanny, and founded in the time of king Henry the Third. 

. ' -
A t St. John's Mount, north-eaft of Thrifk, William Percy the Firft, called A l -

gernoon, in the time of king Henry the Firft, founded a preceptory of the knights 
hofpitallers of St. John of Jerufalem, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and endowed, 
upon the fuppreffion, with 137 1. 2s. i d . per annum. 

A t Noftell, fouth-eaft of Wakefield, were a church, and houfe of poor here-
mites, dedicated to St. James. And here Robert de Lacy, in the time of Wil-
liam Rufus, founded a monaftery, dedicated to St. Ofwald, in which were pla-
ced regular canons of the order of St. Auftin, who had revenues, valued upon the 
fuppreffion at 4921. 18 s. 2 d . per annum. 

A t Snath, Girard archbifhop of York, about the year 11c6 , founded a fmall 
Benedictine priory, fubordinate to the convent at Selby.. 
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A t Tockwith, near Pocklington, Jeffrey Fitz-Pain, before the year 11:14*.. 
founded a priory fubordinate to the monaftery of Noftell, which was valued, upon, 
the diifolution, at 8 1. per annum.. 

A t Burftalgarth, fouth-eaft of Patrington, Stephen earl of Albemarle, in 1115,., 
founded a priory of Benediftine monks, which was a cell to the monaftery de AL-
ceio, near Albemarle in Normandy.. 

A t Emmefey, near Skipton,. William Mefchines, and Cecilia de Romeli,. his. 
wife, before the year 1120, founded a monaftery for canons regular of the ordes 
of St. Auftin, dedicated to the Virgin Mary and St. Cuthbert. But in about 
thirty years after this foundation, the religious were tranflated by their daughter 
Alice de Romeli, to 

Bolton, fouth-weft of Gilborn,. where they continued to the general diffolution, » 
when their yearly revenues were rated at 212 1. 3 s. 4d . 

A t Kirkham, upon the river Derwent, fouth-weft of Malton, Walter Efpec, 
and Adeline his wife, in the year 1121 , founded a priory of canons of the order 
of St. Auftin, dedicated to.the Trinity, and valued* upon the diffolution, at 269 1. 
5 s. 9 d, per annum. 

A t Bridlington, William de Gant, in the reign of king Henry the Firft, founded 
a priory of Black canons, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and endowed, at the 
diffolution, with yearly revenues amounting to 5471. 6 s. 11 d. 

A t Hedley, north of Aberforth, Ypolitus de Bram, in the reign of king H e m 
ry the Firft, founded a priory o f Benedi&ine monks, cell to. the monaftery of the 
Trinity at York. 

A t Widkirk, on the eaft fide of Leeds, is a-church dedicated to St, Mary, in 
which William earl of Warren, Ralph L'iile, and William his fon, in the time of 
kino- Henry the Firft, placed fome Black canons, who were fubordinate to the 
priory of Noftell, and at the fuppreiTion had-yearly revenues worth 47 1. os . 4 d . 

A t Gilborn, Robert de Brus, in 1129, founded a priory of canons, of the or-
der of St. Auftin, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, with yearly revenues valued, up-
on the diffolution, at 628 1. 3 s, 4d. 

A t River, near Helmefley, Walter Efpec, in 1131 , founded an abbey of the 
Ciftertian order, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and endowed, on the fuppreiTion, 
with 278 1. 10 s. 2 d. per annum. 

A t Fountain, near Burrowbridge, Thurftan archbiihop of York, in 1132, 
founded an abbey of the Ciftertian order, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and en-
dowed on the diffolution with 998 1. 6 s. 8 d. per annum. 

A t the gate of the monaftery was an hofpital for the relief of the poor in the 
neighbourhood, and for travellers, as early as the reign of king Richard the Firft. 
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A t Warter, north-eaft of Pocklington, Jeffrey Fitz-Pain, alias Trufbet, in 
1132, founded a priory of Black canons, dedicated to St. James, in which, about 
the time of the diifolution, were a prior, and about ten canons, whofe annual in-
come amounted to 143 1. 7 s. 8 d. 

A t Handale, near Gifborough, William Percy the Third, in 1133, founded a 
fmall priory for Benedidline nuns, dedicated to the-Virgin Mary, in which, at the 
time of the diffolution, were eight religious, with revenues valued only at 201. 7 s. 
8 d. per annum. 

A t Drax, north-eaft of Snath, William Paynell, in the time of Henry the Firft, 
founded a priory of Black canons, dedicated to St. Nicholas, and valued, upon 
the diifolution, at 1041. 14 s. 9 d. per annum. 

A t Scrathe, not far from Stokefley, Stephen Meinil fenior, in the time of Hen-
ry the Firft, founded a religious houfe, which was afterwards annexed to the 
monaftery of Gifborn, to which it was a cell of canons, of the order of St. Au-
guftine. 

A t a place fomewhere in this county, called Hode, there was an hermitage for 
a monk of Whitby ; but in 1138, Roger Mowbray converted it to a convent of 
Ciftertian monks, where they continued four or five years, and then were tranf-
lated to Biland near Helmeiley ; after which, Samfon de Albiny founded here a 
priory of Black canons, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and fubordinate to a mo-
naftery at Newburgh, not far from the city of York. 

A t another place fomewhere in the north riding of this county, formerly, if 
not now, called Middlefbrugh, Robert de Brus, about the end of the reign of 
king Henry the Firft, founded a cell of Benediitine monks, fubordinate to the 
abbey of Whitby, which was valued, upon the fuppreffion, at 21 1. 3 s. 8 d. per 
annum. 

T o Biland, Roger de Mowbray, in 1143, removed the convent of Ciftertian 
monks from Hode and this place proving inconvenient, they were afterwards 
tranilated to another part called Stocking-, and in 1177, to a third equally un-
known, called Whitaker and here they continued in a houfe dedicated to the 
Virgin Mary, till the general diifolution, when their yearly revenues amounted to 
2 3 8 1. 9 s. 4 d. 

A t Newburgh, Roger de Mowbray, in the year 1145, founded a priory of 
Black canons, which was dedicated to St. Mary, and rated upon the fuppreiTion 
at 3671. 8 s. 3 1. -per annum. 

A t a place formerly called Fors, not far from Richmond, Akarius the fon of 
Bardolph, in 1145, founded a priory, fubordinate to the monaftery of Biland. 

A t Salley, not far from Skipton, William de Percy the Third, in 1147, built a 
Ciftertian abbey, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, which, about the time of the ge-
neral fuppreffion, was endowed with eftates valued at 147 1. 3 s i o d . per annum, 
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A t Roch, on the eaft fide of Rotheram, Richard de Builli, and Richard Fitz-
Turgis, or de Wikereflai, in 1147, founded a Ciilertian abbey, dedicated to 
the Virgin Mary, with yearly revenues valued, upon the fuppreffion, at 2241. 
2 s. 5 d. 

A t Barnoldfweek, not far from Settle, Henry de Lacy, in 1147, placed a con-
vent of Ciilertian monks from Fountain; but this place proving inconvenient 
for them, in five or fix years afterwards, they were removed to 

Kirkilal, north of Leeds, where, in 1152, they built a fine abbey, dedicated 
to the Virgin Mary, and endowed, upon the diifolution, with annual revenues 
worth 3291. 2 s. 11 d. 

^ A t Meaux, near Beverley, William le Grofs, earl of Albemarle, in n 5 o , 
founded a Ciilertian abbey, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, in which were fifty 
monks at the time of the general fuppreffion, endowed with annual revenues rated 
at 299 1. 6 s. 4 d . 

A t Old Malton, on th? north fide of New Malton, Euflace Fitz-John, about 
the year 1150, built and endowed a priory of Gilbertine canons, dedicated to the 
Virgin Mary, and endowed, upon the fuppreffion, with 197L i o S . 2 d . per 
annum. ' r 

\ . • — -
A t a place formerly called Nunmonkton, fomewhere in the weft riding of this 

county, William de Arches, and Ivetta his wife, in the time of king Stephen 
founded a fmall priory of Benedi&ine nuns, dedicated to the Virgin Mary with 
yearly revenues, valued upon the diffolution at 75 1. 12 s. 4 d. per annum. 

A t Arden, near Thirfk, Peter de Hoton, about the year 1150, founded a 
nunnery of the Benediftine order, dedicated to St. Andrew, which, about the 
time of the diffolution, had nine religious, endowed with no more than 12 1. o s 
6 d. per annum. 

A t Nunckling, near Hornfey, Agnes de Arches, in the time of kino- Stephen 
founded a priory for Benedictine nuns, dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen and St! 
Helen, and valued upon the diffolution at 35 1. 15s . 5 d. per annum. 

A t Temple Hurft, north-weft of Snath, Ralph de Haftings, in 1152, founded 
a preceptory of Knights Templars, 

A t Broughton, near Malton, was an hofpital founded in the reign of king Ste-
phen, by Euflace Fitz-John. ° 

A t Wilberfofs, weft of Pocklington, was a Benedidine nunnery, faid to have 
been founded by Alan de Catton, before the year r 153. It was dedicated to the 
Virgin Mary, and about the time of the diffolution had a priorefs and twelve 
nuns, whole yearly revenues were valued at 21 1. 16 s. 10 d. 

A t Nun-Appleton, call of Tadcafter, Adeliz, or Alice de St. Quintino about 
the end of the reign of king Stephen, founded a Ciilertian nunnery, dedicated to 
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the Virgin Mary and St. John the A p o f t k and Evangelift. Here were a priorefs, 
and thirteen or fourteen nuns, who, at the time of the diffolution, were pofTeffed 
of revenues worth 73 1. 9 s. 10 d. per annum. 

A t Wickham, eaft of Pickering, Pain Fitz-Oibert, or de Wickham, about the 
year 1153, built and endowed a priory of Ciilertian nuns, dedicated to the Virgin 
Mary. A t the time of the diffolution, here were nine religious, endowed with 
yearly revenues valued at 251. 17 s. 6 d. 

. A t Swine, north of Headon, Robert de Verli, before the end of the reign of 
king Stephen, founded a religious houfe, confifting of a priorefs and fourteen or 
fifteen nuns, of the Ciilertian order. It was dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and 
endowed upon the diffolution with 821. 3 s. 9 d. per annum. 

A t Arthington, Peter de Ardington, about the beginning of the reign of kino-
Henry the Second, founded a fmall priory of Cluniac or Benediiline nuns, dedS 
cated to the Virgin Mary, and endowed, at the time of the diffolution, with yearly 
revenues valued only at 111. 8 s. 4 d. 

_ The abbat and Ciilertian monks at Fors labouring under feveral inconvenien-
cies, on account of their fituation, were removed, 1^1156, to Jervaux, north-
weft of Maiham, where, upon a pleafant valley affigned them by Conan duke of 
Britanny, and earl of Richmond, they built a church and offices, and flouriihed 
till the general fuppreffion, when their yearly revenues were rated at 224I 
18 s. $d. 5 

A t Synenthwate, eaft of Wetherby, Bertram Haget, in 1160, founded a nun-
nery of the Ciilertian order, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and endowed on the 
fuppreffion with 60 1. 9 s. 2 d. per annum. 

A t Marrick, fouth-weft of Richmond, Roger de Afc , about the beo-innino- of 
the reign of king Henry the Second, founded a Benedi'&ine nunnery,1"dedicated 
to the Virgin Mary, and endowed with revenues, rated upon the diffolution at 
48 1. 18 s. 3 d. per annum. 

A t H u t t o n , fouth-weft of Gifoorough, Ralph de Nevill, about the year 1162, 
founded a fmall Ciilertian nunnery. About the latter part of the reign of Henry 
the Second, the nuns were removed to Thorp, not far from Hutton, and after-
wards were fettled at Bafedale, near Stokefley, where they had a nunnery, dedi-
cated to the Virgin Mary, in which were a priorefs and nine or ten religio'us up-
on the diffolution, when their yearly revenues were rated at no more than 20 1. 
1 s. 4 d. 

I - 1 . - - S 
A t Little Maries, near Yedingham, fouth-eaft of Pickering, Rooer de Clere 

before the year 1163, founded a fmall monaftery for eight or nine nuns of the Be-
nedictine order, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and endowed on the o-eneral dif-
folution with 211. 16 s. 6 d. per annum. 0 

_ A t Norton, near Malton, Roger de Flamville, in the beginning of the reio-n of 
king Henry the Second, founded an hofpital dedicated to St. Nicholas. 
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A t Marton, near Richmond, Bertram de Bulmer, in the beginning of the reign 
of Henry the Second, founded a monaftery for men and women, dedicated to St. 
Mary; but the nuns were not long afterwards removed to Melfonby, north-eaft 
of Richmond. The religious men, who were canons of the order of St. Auftin, 

.continued here till the general fuppreffion, when their yearly revenues were rated 
at 154I. 5 s. 4 d. 

A t Melfonby, king Henry the Second, before the year 1167, founded a Bene-
difline nunnery, dedicated to St. John the Apoftle and Evangelift. About the 

•time of the diifolution it had a priorefs and about nine religious, with yearly reve-
nues valued at no more than 26 1. 2 s. 10 d. 

A t Killingwold-grove, near Beverley, was an hofpital chiefly for women, befor 
the year 1169. It was dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen, and valued upon the 
diifolution at 13 1. 11 s. 2 d. per annum. 

A t Monk-Bretton, Adam Fitz-Swain, about the beginning of the reign of 
Henry the Second, founded a monaftery of the Cluniac order, dedicated to St. 
Mary Magdalen, and fubordinate to the priory of St. John at Pontefradt, with 
revenues which, upon the diifolution, were rated at 2391. 3 s. 6 d. per annum. 

A t Allerton-Mauleverer, near Knarefborough, Richard Mauleverer founded an 
alien priory, fubordinate to the abbey of Marmonftier at Tours in France, the re-
venues of which, upon the diifolution of alien priories, were given by king Henry 
the Sixth to King's College in Cambridge. 

A t Hampall, north-weft of Doncafter, William de Clarefai, and Avicia de T a -
ny, his wife, about the year 11 70, built a priory of fourteen or fifteen Ciftertian 
nuns, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and endowed upon the diffolution with a 
yearly income of 63 1. 5 s. 8 d. 

A t Rere-crofs, north of Afkrig, upon Stanemoor, and the borders of Weft-
moreland, was an ancient hofpital, given to the nunnery of Merrick, before the 
year 1171 , by Ralph, the fon of Ralph de Multon, or by Conan earl of Rich-
mond. 

A t a place fomewhere in the weft riding of this county, formerly called Eifeholt, 
was a priory in the reign of Henry the Second, containing about fix Ciftertian 
nuns, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and endowed upon the diffolution with only 
13 1. 5 s. 4d . per annum. 

A t Keldam, near Kirkby Morefide, Robert Stuteville, in the time of Henry 
the Firft, founded a Ciftertian nunnery, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and en-
dowed upon the diffolution with yearly revenues valued at 291. 6 s. 1 d. 

( 

A t Kirklees, near Huthersfield, Reynerus Flandrenfis, in the time of Henry 
the Second, founded a Ciftertian nunnery, dedicated to the Virgin Mary and St. 
Tames, and valued upon the fuppreffion at 191. 8 s. i d . per annum. 
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A t Newton, fouth-eaft.of Patrington, William Grofs, earl of Albemarle,-who 
died in 1199, founded an hofpital, dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen, and endow-
ed, upon the fuppreiTion, with 401. per annum. 

. , • 

A t Ellerton, fouth-eaft of Richmond,, Warnerius, dapifer to the earl of R i c h -
mond, in the time of king Henry the Second, founded a fmall priory of Ciftertian 
nuns, valued upon the diffolution at 151, 14 s. 8 d. per annum.-

[ • I H 
A t Temple-Newfom, fouth-eaft of Leeds, William de Villiers, in the reign of 

king Henry the Second, founded a preceptory of Knights Templars. 

I • ' m 
A t Yarum was an .ancient hofpital, dedicated to St. Nicholas, before the year/ 

1*85. 

Here was a houfe of Black friars,. faid to have been founded by Peter de Brus3 

who died.in 1271. . 

A t Scarborough, H u g h de Bulemere, in the time of Henry the Second, f o u n d -
ed an hofpital, dedicated to St. Thomas the Martyr.' And here was another hof-
pital, founded much about the.fame.time by the burgeffes of this town, and dedi-
cated to St. Nicholas.. 

Here was a cell of monks, belonging to the abbat and convent of Ciftertium in; 
France,- before the fourth year of king John.. 

Here was a houfe of Grey friars, founded about the year 1240; and a houfe of 
Black friars before the year 128^. 

» - 1H 
In. this town was an houfe of Carmelite friars, faid to have been- founded b y 

king Edward the Second in 1319. 
f 

A t Tickh'all was a caftle, in which was a royal free chapel, or collegiate church, 
founded by queen Eleanor, wife to king Henry the Second, and given by king John; 

to the canons of the cathedral church of Roan in Normandy. It was afterwards 
granted to the prior and convent of Lenton in Nottinghamihire; and laftly, to the 
abbat and convent of St. Peter at Weftminfter. • 

-

Here was an hofpital dedicated to St. Leonard, before the year 1225. 

On the weft fide of this town was an houfe of Auftin friars, in the beginning of . 
the reign of king Edward the Firft. 

In a marfh near this town was an hofpital or free chapel, in the year 1326. 
__ 

A t Swainby, near Thrufk, Helewifia, daughter of Ranulph de Glanville, lord.; 
chief juftice of England in- the time of Henry the Second, founded a monaftery 
for canons of the Premonftrateniian order; who, in the fourteenth year, of king. 
John, were removed to 
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Coverham, hear Midlam, by Ralph lord of Midlam, the fon of the foundrefs. 
This abbey was dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and endowed on the fuppreffion 
with yearly revenues amounting to 160L 18 s. 3d. per annum. 

Near North Allerton, on the eaft fide, was an hofpital, founded, as is faid, by 
Hugh Pufar bifhop of Durham, in the latter part of the reign of king Henry the 
fecond, or the beginning of the reign of Richard the Firft. About the time of 
the diffolution here were a mailer, three chaplains, four brethren, two fillers, 
and nine poor perfons, whole revenues were then valued at 58 1. 10 s. 10 d .per 
annum. 

Here was a houfe of Auftin friars, founded by William de Alverton, about the 
year 1339. And on the eaft fide of the town was a houfe of White friars, founded 
by Thomas Hatfield bifhop of Durham, about the year 1354, and dedicated to 
St. Mary. 

A t Eggleton, north-weft of Richmond, was an abbey of Premonftratenfian ca-
nons, fuppofed to have been founded about the beginning of the reign of king 
Richard the Firft, by Ralph de Multon. It was dedicated to St. Mary and St. 
John Baptift, and had yearly revenues valued upon the fuppreffion at 651. 5 s. 6d. 

A t a place fomewhere in this county, called Thickhed, Roger Fitz-Roger, in 
the time of Richard the Firft, founded a fmall Benedidine nunnery, dedicated to 
the Virgin Mary, and endowed, upon the diffolution, wi t l i2o l . 18 s. 10 d. per 
annum. 

A t Rofedale, not far from Midlam, Robert, fon of Nicholas de Stutevil, in the 
time of king Richard the Firft, founded a nunnery of Benedi&ines or Ciftertians, 
dedicated to St. Mary and St. Laurence, and endowed at the fuppreffion with 3 7 1. 
12 s. 5 d. per annum. 

A t Ribftane, near Knarefborough, Robert lord Rofs, about the beginning of 
the reign of king John, founded a commandry of Knights Templars, which, up-
on the fuppreffion of that order, became part of the pofleffions of the knights of 
St. John of Jerufalem, and was endowed upon the general diffolution with a yearly 
revenue valued at 207 1. 9 s. 7 d. 

A t Bagby, on the fouth-eaft fide of Thrufk, was an hofpital for fick and poor 
perfons, before the year 1200. 

A t Growmond, fouth-weft of Whitby, Joanna, wife of Robert de Turnham, 
founded an alien priory, fubject to the abbat and convent of Grandimont in Nor-
mandy. It fubfifted till the general diffolution, when there was not above four 
monks in it, whofe revenues were rated only at 12 1. 2 s. 8 d. per annum. 

A t Ferriby, near Hull, lord Euflace Vefcy founded a priory of Knights Tem-
plars, which, upon the fuppreffion of that order, feems to have become a priory of 
canons of the order of St. Auguftine, and to have continued till the general fup-
preffion, when its revenues were valued at 601. 1 s. 2 d. per annum. 

' A t 
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A t Helagh Park, north of Tadcafter, was an hermitage, which was converted 
to a monaftery of regular canons, dedicated to St. John the Evangelift, by Ber-
tram Haget, before the year 1203, About the time of the diifolution here were 
fourteen canons^ who had revenues to the value of 721. 10 s. 7 d. per annum. 

A t Ovinton, north of Richmond, Allan de Wilton, before the fifth year of 
the reign of king John, founded a fmall priory of Gilbertine canons, which was 
valued upon the diifolution at 111. 2 s. 8 d. per annum. 

A t Knarefborough, Robert Flower, in the reign of king Henry the Third, 
founded a priory of the fed of friars of the Holy Trinity, endowed at the diifolu-
tion with 35 1. 10 s. 11 d. per annum. 

A t Headon, Alan the fon of Oubern, about the beginning of the reign of king". 
John, founded an hofpital, dedicated to the Holy Sepulchre, for a matter and fe-
veral brethren or filters, lepers ; which was valued upon the diifolution at 13 L 
15 s. ì o d . per annum. 

. 

A t Withernfey, north-eaft of Patrington, was a priory fubordinate to the ab-
bey of Albemarle in France, as early as the reign of king John. 

A t Ellreton, north of Howden, William Fitz-Peter, before the year I2i2 ;, 
founded a priory of canons of the Sempringham order, dedicated to the Virgin 
Mary and St. Laurence, and endowed upon the diifolution with 62.1. 8 s. 10 d. 
per annum. 

A t Ecklesfield, near Sheffield, was an alien priory of Benedi&ine monks, fub-
ordinate to the abbey of St. Wandragifilius, in the diocefe of Roan in Normandy. 

A t Newland, near Wakefield, king John founded a preceptory of the Knights 
Hofpitalers of St. John of Jerufalem, which was valued upon the diifolution at 
223 1. 19 s. 7 d . per annum. 

A t Burnholm, eaft of Focklington, was a Benedi&ine nunnery, in which, not 
long before the diifolution, were eight religious, whofe yearly income was valued 
but at 81. i s . 11 d. 

I I • " • V - •- ' 

A t Doncafter, in the beginning of the reign of king Henry the Third, was an 
hofpital for fick and leprous perfons, dedicated to St. James, which, before the 
general fuppreffion, degenerated to a free chapel, with a chantry in it. 

Here was a chapel dedicated to St. Nicholas, in the time of Henry the Third. 

In this town was a houfe of Grey friars before the year 1315 -, and a houfe of 
Black friars ; but when, or by whom founded, does not appear. 

Near Catterick was an hofpital dedicated to St. Giles, in the reign of king-Hen-

ry the Third. 
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T h e church at Howden, which is dedicated to St. Peter and St. Paul, was 
¡made collegiate in 1226, by Robert bifhop of Durham. It had five prebends and 
fix vicars, befides chantry prieits. 

A t Kingfton upon Hull, there was a priory of White friars, in the reign of 
.king Edward the Firft. 

Here was a houfe of Auguftine friars, founded by Jeffery de Hotham, about 
/ .the year 1317. 

Here alfo was a houfe of Black friars; and in the eighteenth year of king Ed-
ward the Third, John Kingfton founded an hofpital in this town for thirteen poor 
men and women. 

Michael de la Pole, earl of Suffolk, and lord chancellor of England in the reign 
of Edward the Third, founded here a Carthufian priory for thirteen monks, dedi-
cated to St. Mary, St. Michael, and St. Thomas of Canterbury, and endowed on 
the fuppreffion with 174 1. 18 s. 3d. per annum. 

In 1384, the fame Michael de la Pole founded an hofpital here for thirteen 
poor men, and as many poor women. It was dedicated to the Holy Trinity, and 
had revenues valued on the fuppreffion at 32 1. 19 s. 9 d. per annum. 

A t the weft end of the church-yard of this town, was a handfome row of build-
ings for lodging the priefts of Hull j and near it was an hofpital, both founded by 
John Grigge mayor of Hull. 

A t Lafenby, near North-Allerton, John de Lythegraynes, and Alice his wife, 
in the eighteenth year of the reign of Edward the Firft, erefted a chapel dedicated 
£0 the Virgin Mary, and therein eftablifhed a chantry, college, or hofpital, for a 
mafter and fix chaplains, whofe revenues were valued, upon the diffolution, at 
,9 1. 6 s. 8 d. per annum. 

A t Sutton, north-eaft of Kingfton upon Hull, there appears to have been a 
:'houfe of White friars in the time of Edward the Firft. 

Here was a chapel dedicated to St. James, in which John of Sutton fettled 
.and endowed a chantry of fix priefts. 

> 

Here alfo is a pariih church, which is faid to have been a college, valued upon 
•the diffolution at 13 1. 18 s. 8 d. per annum. 

• • • j ¡3 ' 
In this town was an hofpital, valued upon the fuppreffion at 7 1. 18 s. 4 d. pet 

annum. 

A t Ofmotherly, north-eaft of North-Allerton, there feems to have been a col-
legiate church in the time of Edward the Firft. 

A t Otley there was an hofpital for lepers, in the time of Edward the Second. 

A t 

1 

' a i v 

I I 



\ 

- ( 

> y -V 

Y O R K S H I R E . 

A t Sherborn, there was an hofpital in the year 1 3 1 1 , dedicated to St. Mary 

Magdalen. 

A t Cottingham, north-weft of Hull, Thomas Lord W a k e of Lyddel, in the 
fifteenth year of Edward the Second, founded a monaftery of Auguftine canons, 
who, in the fame year, were removed to a neighbouring hamlet, called 

Newton; this monaftery was dedicated to the Nativity of our Saviour, the An-
nunciation of the Virgin Mary, and the Exaltation of the Crofs. A t the time of 
the diffolution it had a prior and eleven or twelve Black canons, who were endowed 
with 1001. o s. 3 d. per annum. 

A t Pickering was an hofpital dedicated to St, Nicholas. 

A t L o w t h o r p , near Kilham, was a collegiate body, or large chantry, confift--
ing of a rector, fix chaplains, and three clerks, founded in a church at this town, 
in the beginning of the reign of king Edward the Third. 

A t Bolton,, near Skipton, was a houfe of Carmelite friars, 

A t Well, north-eaft of Mafham, Sir Ralph de Neville, lord of Midlam, in* 
1342, founded an hofpital for a matter, two priefts, and twenty-four brothers» 
and filters, dedicated to St. Michael the Archangel, and endowed on the diffolu-
tion with 42 1. 12 s. 3 d. per annum. 

A t Sprotborough, fouth-weft of Doncafter, was an hofpital dedicated to St. 
Edmund, before the year 1363, which had revenues rated upon the fuppreffion* 
at 9 1. 13 s. 11 d. per annum. 

A t Kirkby-Overblowes, near Burrowbridge, there was a collegiate church,, 
with a provoft and four chaplains. 

' . - • 

A t Mountgrace, north-eaft of North-Allerton, Thomas de Holland, duke of 
Surry, earl of Kent, and lord Wake, in the year 1396, founded a Cirthufian pr i -
ory, dedicated to the Virgin Mary and St. Nicholas, and endowed at the general-
diffolution with 382 1. 5 s. n d . per annum. 

In 
A t Wenflay, near Midlam, there feems to have been a college in a church here,, 

dedicated to the Trinity. 
[ . 1 

A t , or near Mitton, not far from Hull, there was an hofpital in 1407. 

A t Hemingburgh, weft of Howden, is a church dedicated to St. Mary, which* 
was made collegiate in 1426, by the prior and convent of Durham, for a provoft 
or warden, three prebendaries, fix vicars, and fix clerks. Its revenues upon thje 
fuppreffion were valued at 841. 11 s. per annum. 

• 

• A t M i c j t a , Richard duke of Glocefter, afterwards king Richard the Third, in 
•¿476,' founded a deanry in the pariih church, the revenues of which were valued 
upon the diffolution at 16 1. 16 s. per annum. 

F f f 2 A t , 
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A t Rotherham, Thomas Scott, alias Rotherham, biihop of York., id 1481, 
founded a college, dedicated to our Saviour, confifting of a provoft, five priefts, 
fix chorifters, and three mafters, one for grammar, one for mufic, and another 
for writing-, and endowed with revenues, valued upon the fuppreiTion at 881. 
j 2 s. per annum. 

M E M B E R S of P A R L I A M E N T for this C O U N T Y « 

This county fends thirty members to parliament, two knights of the fhire for 
the county, two citizens for the city of York, and two burgeifes for each of the 
following boroughs, Aldborough, North-Allerton, Burrowbridge, Beverley, 
Headon, Knarefborough, Malton, Pontefraft, Richmond, Rippon, Scarborough, 
Thrifk, and Kingfton upon H u l l 
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' A ' N ' G ' L • E S E ' A . ' ' : ; I 

N A M E . . . 

AN G L E S E A , or ANGLESEY, takes its name from the old Englifh words 
Gnglep-ea, and An^lepey, the Englifh I/land-, and was fo called upon its , 

being reduced under the power of the Engiiih in the reign of Edward the Firft. 

B O U N D A R I E S , E X T E N T and S I T U A T I O N . 

This county is an ifland in the Irifn fea, and is feparated on the fouth-eaft from 
Caernarvonfnire and the continent of Britain, by a narrow frith or ftraits called 
Menai, or Meneu, which in fome places is fordable at low water. This ifland is 
of an irregular figure, and extends in length from eaft to weft twenty-four miles, 
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from fouth to north feven teen miles, and is about fixty-feven miles in circumfer-
ence. Holyhead, a fmall peninfula, fituated on the fouth-weft part of the iile of 
Anglefea, is reckoned about eighteen miles eaft of the city of Dublin in Ireland -
and Beaumaris, the county town, fituated on the fouth-eaft fide of the iiland is 
diftant 24; miles north-weft from London. 

R I V E R S . 

. The principal rivers of this ifland are the Brant and the Keveny. The Brant 
rifes about three or four miles weftward of Beaumaris, and running fouth-weft, 
falls into the Meneu, eaft of Newburgh, a market town. T h e Keveny iflues 
from a high hill, near a village called Coydana, about ten miles north-weft o f 
Beaumaris, and running fouth-weft, and being joined by a fmall river called the: 
Gynt, falls into the Iriih fea weft of Newburgh. 

^ The lefs confiderable ftreams of this ifland are the Alow, the Dudas, and the 
Geweger. 

A - I R , S O I L , and N A T U R A L P R O D U C T I O N S . 

The 
air of this ifland is reckoned healthy, except in autumn, when it is fre-

quently foggy, and apt to produce agues, and other diforders that arife from a 
Cold vapid air. T h e foil* though it appears rough, being ftony and mountain-
ous, is fo fruitful in corn and cattle, that the Welch in their language call it 
Mam Gymry, the Mother or Nurfe of JVales. This ifland abounds with fifh and 
fowl, and in feveral parts of it are found great plenty of excellent millftones and 
grindftones, 

M A N U F A C T U R E S . 

It does not appear that this ifland has any manufacture. 

C I V I L and E C C L E S I A S T I C A L D I V I S I O N S . 

T h e county of Anglefea is divided into fix hundreds, and contains only two 
market towns. It lies in the province of Canterbury, and diocefe of Bangor, and 
has feventy-fourcpariihes. 

M A R K E T T O W N S , 

The market towns are Beaumaris and Newburgh. 
* 

B E A U M A R I S took its name, which is French, and fignifies a beautiful moor, o r 
morafs, from its fituation in a moorifh place by the iea-lide. It was built by kincr 
Edward the Firft, and fortified with a caftle, now in ruins. It is a corporation, 
governed by a mayor, recorder, two bailiffs, and twenty-one common council 
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men, called burgeffes, a town-clerk, and two ferjeants at mace: the mayor, re-
corder and bailiffs are juftices of the peace ; and here are held the great feffions for 
the county, the county court, and the quarter feffions. 

This is a handfome well built town, confiding chiefly of two very good ftreets. 
It is the ufual place for the reception of paffengers from London to Ireland, who 
embark at Holyhead. Here is a handfome church, a county gaol, and a good 
harbour for ihips. 

¡ls| i 
NEWBURGH is fituated at the diftance of 227 miles from London, between two 

bays; one formed by the river Keveny, and the other by the river Brant. It is 
governed by a mayor, a recorder, and two bailiffs; but contains nothing wor-
thy of .note. 

C U R I O S I T I E S . 
, - . ' • - I . . . 

In this ifland there occurs no natural curiofity, nor do the accounts of it relate 
vany thing remarkable of the inhabitants. 

A N T I Q U I T I E S . 

This ifland was known to the Romans by the name Morn, from the Britifh ^nc;ent 

name Mon, and Tir Mon, or the Land of Mon \ but whence the name Mon was names, 
derived does not appear. T h e ancient Britons called it alfo Tnys Dowylh, or the 
Shady Ifland, from its having been anciently covered with woods and forefts; and 
by the Saxons it was called CDoneg, from the Britifh name Mon. 

T h e ifland of Anglefea, in common with the reft of North Wales, or that tra£t ^nc.-ent ¡n ju 

of country now diftinguifhed by the names Montgomeryfhire, Merionethfhire, bicants. 
Caernarvonfhire, and Flintfhire, was, in the time of the Romans, inhabited by 
the Ordovices, Or devices, or Ordovica, the etymology of which names does not 
appear: fome have fuppofed them to have been derived from Oar-devi, which in 
the ancient Britifh language fignifies, upon the rivers of Devi for the country of 
the Ordovices lies between two rivers, one on the fouth fide, called Devy or Dyfi, 
and the other on the north, called Devy or Dee and there are not wanting many 
mftances of ancient nations, who derived their names from fimilar circumftances. 
T h e territories of the. Ordovices were alfo called by the Romans Venedotia, as 
fome have fuppofed, from the Veneti in Armorica, who, according to Csfar, fre-
quently failed to Britain. The Ordovices, as inhabitants of a mountainous coun-
try, were a hardy, vigorous, warlike race, and were the laft of the ancient Britifh 
tribes that were conquered, firft by the Romans, and afterwards by the Engliih. 
They enjoyed their liberty a long time after the arrival of the Romans in Britain, 
as they did alfo after the arrival of the Saxons; for they were not conquered by 
the Romans till the reign of the emperor Domitian, when Julius Agricola redu-
ced almoft the whole nation j nor were they fubjected to the Englifh before the 
reign of Edward the Firft. 

. 
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The iiland of Anglefea was celebrated in the time of the ancient Britons, for 
having been more particularly the feat of the Druids. T h e firft attempt made by 
the Romans to bring it under their fubje&ion, was in the reign of the emperor 
Nero, when Suetonius Paulinus the Roman general invaded it; but being obliged 
to return to the eaftern parts of Britain, before he could reduce it, to quell the 
Iceni, who had taken up arms again ft the Romans, he left Julius A gricola to. 
command in Anglefea, who lubdued it after a bloody and obftinate engagement 
with the natives, who were animated by the prefence of their Druids, and their 
wives and daughters, who inceffantly called upon them to maintain their ancient 
liberties againft the tyranny of their invaders. 

Some have aiferted, that after the Romans had withdrawn their legions out of 
Britain, this iiland was inhabited by the Irifh, fome places and monuments here 
being ftill called by Iriih names; but there are no records of any authority that 
mention the redu&ion of this iiland by the Iriih, or their fettling in it. 

Roman fort-:. Not far from the city of Bangor in Caernarvonfhire, is Gaer, where it is thought 
the Romans paifed the Meneu into the iiland of Anglefea, the horfe at a ford, and 
the foot in flat-bottomed boats, as mentioned by Tacitus. Oppofite to this fup-
pofed paffage, on the north-fide of Newburgh, is Gwydryn hill, remarkable f o r 
two lofty fummits, on one of which are the ruins of an ancient fort, fuppofed to 
have been built by the Romans. On the other fummit is a very deep pit in the 
rock, about twenty-feven feet in circumference, and filled with fine fand. 

Near Gwydryn-hill is a village called Tre'r Druw, which fignifies the Druids 
town, and which, in all probability, was the chief refidence of the Britifh Druids 
belonging to this iiland. South of Tre'r Druw, and on the eaft fide of New-
burgh, is a village called Tre'r Beirdh, which fignifies the Bards town. A n d be-
tween Tre'r Druw and Tre'r Beirdh, is a fquare fortification, generally believed to 
be a Roman camp, and the firft camp which the Romans formed after their ar-
rival in Anglefea. What renders this conjedure the more probable, are the tra-
ces of a round Britifh fortification over againft it. 

Sepulchral On the weft fide of the Roman camp are twelve ftones, each of which are about 
monuments, twelve feet high and near eight in breadth. Thefe ftones are fuppofed to have been 

let up as fepulchral monuments of fome of the moft eminent Druids, or of fome 
other ancient Britons, who died here fighting for their liberties againft the Ro- * 
mans. 

In this iiland there are feveral monuments, each of which is called Cromlech, 
and confifts of three, four, or more rude ftones, pitched upon one end, and 
ferving for pillars or fupporters to a vaft ftone of feveral tons weight," laid over 
them trarifverfely, like thofe mentioned among the antiquities of Cornwall. 

Thefe are generally believed to be fepulchral monuments, though fome have 
fuppofed them to be federal teftimonies. And at Bod-Owyr, north of the Britifh 
camp already mentioned, is a remarkable Cromlech, more elegant than any of 
the reft, and neatly wrought. 

5 In 



, ' I I 

• - i l l 
• • 

• * • 

i i 

A v N G L E S E M 4.11 

in feveral parts of this iiland have been found ftones with various infcriptions, 
fome of which are in fuch rude and barbarous characters, as to be totally ille-
gible. 

_ A t Llangudwalader, north-weft of Newburgh, is a church, over the door of 
which there is a ftone, engraved with the following monumental infcription, in a 
very uncouth chara&er, in memory of Kadran, who was prince of North Wales 
about the middle of the fixth century, C A T A M A N U S R E X S A P I E N T I S S I -
M U S O P I N A T I S S I M U S O M N I U M R E G U M . 

A t Tre'Varthin, not far from Newburgh, in 1680, was found a large gold m e - A R o m a « 
dal of Julius Conftantius. medal-

\ 

Aber-Fraw, a village north-weft of Newburgh, is remarkable for having been A royal feat, 
the royal feat of the kings of North-Wales, who are fometimes ftiled kings of 
Aber-Fraw. 

In fome parts of this iiland are vaft rude ftones, ranged together in a circular Iriih huts, 
order, inclofing an area of about five yards diameter, and called Iriih cottages or 
huts. 

E C C L E S I A S T I C A L A N T I Q ^ U I T I E S. 

A t Holyhead, St. Kebius, who lived about the year 380, founded a fmall mo-
naftery. 

JJ 
Here was a caftle, with a royal free chapel, in which was a college of pre-

bendaries, whofe yearly revenues were valued, upon the diifolution, at 241. per 
annum. 

v 1 
- , 

A t Prieftholm, a fmall iiland a few miles north-eaft of Beaumaris, Leweline 
ap Jorwerth, prince of North Wales, before the year 1221, founded a priory 
of Black monks, dedicated to St. Mary, and valued upon the diifolution at 471. 
15 s. 3 d . per annum. 

A t Lhan Vaes, or Llanddwyn, near Beaumaris, Leweline ap Jorwerth, prince 
of North Wales, before the year 1240, founded a monaftery of minor friars, de-
dicated to St. Francis. 
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M E M B E R S of P A R L I A M E N T for this C O U N T Y . 

The county of Anglefea fends only two members to parliament; one knight of 
the /hire for the county, and one burgefs for the borough of Beaumaris. 
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B R E C K N O C K S H I R E . 
y.j - • " ' • ' • . • " • • • 

N . A M E. 

TH E name B R E C K N O C K S H I R E is formed from the Welch name Brychehiog,, 
which is fuppofed to have been derived from Brechanius, an ancient Britifli 

prince of this county, famous for having four and twenty daughters, who after 
their death were all reputed faints. »B O U N D A R I E S , E X T E N T a n d S I T U A T I O N . 

This county is., bounded by Radnorihire on the north; by Glamorganihire on 
the fouth; by Herefordihire and Monmouth (hire on the eaft, and-by Cardigan-, 
ihire and Caermarthenihire on the weft. It extends in length from north to fouth 
thirty-five miles, from eaft to weft thirty-four miles, and is about n o miles in 
circumference. Brecknock, the county town, which is nearly in. the middle of it, 
ftands at the diftance of 160. miks nearly weft of London. .6 R I V E R S » . m . 
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4 i 4 B R E C K N O C K S H I R E , 

R I V E R S . • 

The principal rivers of this county are the W y e , the LJfk, and the Yrvon. 
The W y e has been defcribed in the account of Glocefterihire, T h e Uilc is fo 
called by a fmall variation of the Britifh name Wyjk, which fignijies water. It 
rifes at the bottom of a hill fouth-weft of Brecknock, on the borders of Caer-
marthenfhire, and running fouth-eaft through the town of Brecknock, and being 
joined by feveral lefs confiderable rivers, paffes into Monmouthihire, near the 
town of Abergavenny. The Yrvon, or Irvon, rifes among fome hills upon the 
borders of Cardiganshire, north-weft of Bealt, a market town, and running fouth-
eaft, and being joined by feveral lefs confiderable ftreams, falls into the river W y e , ! 
near Bealt. 

Other fmaller rivers of this county are the Wheffrey, the Dules, the Hondhy, 
and the Brane. 

A I R , S O I L , and N A T U R A L P R O D U C T I O N S . 

T h e air of this county is remarkably mild every where, except on the hills, 
which is attributed to its being furrounded with high mountains. The foil, par-
ticularly on the hills, is very ftony ; but as abundance of fmall rivers iffue from 
the mountains, the vailies which receive thefe ftreams are very fruitful both in 
corn and pafture. Brecknockfhire produces not only black cattle, goats, and 
deer, but great abundance of fowl and frefh water fifh; and on the eaft fide of 
the town of Brecknock, is a lake about two miles long, and nearly as broad, cal-
led Brecknock Mere, which abounds with otters, and fuch quantities of perch, 
tench, and eel, that it is commonly faid to be two thirds water and one third fiih. 

M A N U F A C T U R E S . 

The principal manufactures of this county are cloth and ftockings. 

C I V I L and E C C L E S I A S T I C A L D I V I S I O N S . 

Brecknockfhire is divided into fix hundreds, and contains three market towns. 
It lies in the province of Canterbury and diocefe of St. David's, and has fixty-one 
parifhes. 

M A R K E T T O W N S . 

T h e market towns are Bealt, Brecknock, and Hay. 

BEALT, BUELHT, or BUILHT, is diftant from London 157 miles, and is a plea-
fant well built town, fituated in a woody country, on the fouth bank of the river 
W y e , over which it has a large wooden bridge. It is fortified with a caftle, and. 
has a confiderable manufacture of ftockings. 

BRECKNOCK, or BRECON, which no doubt derives its name from that of the 
county, as being its principal town, is called by the Welch Aber-Hondhy, or the 
mouth of the Hondhy, from its fituation at the place where the river Hondhy falls in-
to the Uflc. It is governed by two bailiffs, fifteen aldermen, two chamberlains, 

two conftables, a town clerk, and two ferjeants at mace. This'town is well built' 
of an oval form, and fortified with walls. It has a ruinous caftle, three churches^ 

and 
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B R E C K N O C K S H I R E . 4 , 5 

and a good ftone bridge over the U f k . It is well inhabited, has a confiderable 
ihare in the woollen manufacture, and its markets are well fupplied with cattle, 
corn, and other provisions-

HAY is called by the Welch Tregelhi^ and is a pretty good town, fituated on 
the fouth fide of the W y e , near the borders of Herefordfnire, at the diftance -of 
135 miles from London. 
• 

C U R I O S I T I E S . , 
N 

The accounts of Brecknocklhire mention no natural curiofities,. 

A N T I Q U I T I E S . . * * 

This county in the time of the Romans was part of the territories of the Silures, A n c;e n t . ^ 
of whom fome account has been given in the defcription of the antiquities of bitants. 

Herefordihire. 

Bealt is fuppofed by fome to be the Bullseum Silurum mentioned by Ptolemy, R o m a n for(s 

but as this fuppofition. feems to have been wholly founded upon a fimilitude of 
names, others are of opinion that Kaereu, not far from Bealt, where the r.uins of 
a Roman fortification are ftill vifible, is more likely to have been.the Bullasum Si--
lurum, if that fort ftood in this county. 

Brecknock appears to have been a ftation of the Romans, by feveral Roman 
coins that have been dug up. Near the town is a fquare camp called T' Gaer, 
which fignifies the fortification, where feveral Roman bricks have been found with, 
this infcription, L E G . II. A Y G . 

H a y was a Roman ftation, for feveral Roman coins have been found here> 
and part of a Roman wall is ftill ftanding. 

A t the fquare camp near Brecknock, in the highway, is a rude, ftone pillar,Ancient-mo-
fix feet high, two feet broad, and about fix inches thick. It is called by the numents;. 
Welch Mam y Morymiion, or the Maiden Stone, and has upon one fide of it the 
figures of a. man and woman, which are confiderably higher than the reft of the-
furface of the pillar; but whether of Britifh or Roman workmanihip is uncertain. 

A t a place called Pentre Yikythrog, not far from Brecknock, is a cylindrical 
ftone pillar, about fix feet high, with the fragment of a Roman infcription, which 
is to be read from the top to the bottom, and of which the following is legible, 
though in a very uncouthjind barbarous character: N — F I L I Y S ; V I . C T O R I N L . 

On the top of a mountain near Lhan Hammwlch, a village not far from Breck-
nock, is an ancient monument, called- T y Ilhtud, or St. Iltud's Hermitage. I t 
confifts of four large flat and unpoliihed ftones, three of which are pitched in the 
ground, and the fourth laid on the top for a cover: they form an oblong fquare 
cell, open at one end, about eight feet long, four feet wide, and four feet high : 
On the infide it is infcribed with croifes and other figures, and is fuppofed to have.-
been furrounded by a circle of large ftones, and erected in the times of paganifm.. 

E C C L Et 



4 I 6 B R E C K N O C K S H I R E . 

E C C L E S I A S T I C A L A N T I Q ^ U I T I E S. 

In or near the caftle at Brecknock, Bernard deNewmarch, in the time of Henry 
the Firft, founded a priory of fix Benedidline monks, dedicated to St. John the 
Evangelift, and valued upon the diifolution at 112 1. 14 s. 2d. per annum. 

Here was an houfe of Black friars, which king Henry the Eighch converted "in-
to a college, by the name of the College of Chrift's Church in Brecknock. It is 
ftill in being, and confifts of the bifhop of St. David's, who prefides as dean, a 
precentor, a treafurer, a chancellor, and nineteen prebendaries. 

M E M B E R S of P A R L I A M E N T for this C O U N T Y . 

This county fends two members to parliament: one knight of the fhire for the 
county, and one burgefs for the borough of Brecknock. 
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C A E R M A R T H E N S H I R E . 

N A M E . 

^ H E name of ¿ > c o ^ 1 4 e H v * W C ™ H e „ , C a n n o n , . 
j [ Caeftnardhin, the name of the county town. 

B O U N D A R I E S , E X T E N T , and S I T U A T I O N ! 

iCaermarthenihire is bounded by Cardiganihire on the north by the Severn fea, 
or St. George's Channel, on the fouth ; by Brecknockfhire and Glamorganihire on 
the'eaft, and by Pembrokefhire on the weft. It extends in length, frqm north to 
fouth, about thirty-five miles; in breadth, from eaft to weft, about twenty miles, 
and is 102 miles in circumference. Caermarthen, the county town, which ; is 
-near the middle of-it, 5= 2 miles nearly weft of London, 
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R I V E R S . 

The principal rivers of this county are the Towy, the Cothy, and the Tave . 
The Towy is a fine large river, which rifes in Cardiganihire, north-eaft of Tre-
garon, a market town, and running fouth and fouth-weft through this county, and 
paffing by Llanimdovery, Llandilovawr, and Caermarthen, three market towns, 
falls into St. George's Channel about eight miles fouth of Caermarthen. There 
is a fand bed at the mouth of this river* which renders it navigable only by fhips 
of fmall burden. 

The Cothy rifes upon the borders of Cardiganihire^ fouth-eaft of Tregaron, 
and running. fouth-weft, falls into the T o w y about live miles eaft of Caermar-
then. 

The Tave, or Te ivy , rifes in Cardiganihire, near the fpring o f the T o w y , and 
running fouth-weft, and feparating Cardiganihire from Caermarthenihire and 
Pembrokefhire, falls into the Iriih Sea near Cardigan, the county town of the 
ihire of that name. 

Other rivers of this county are the Dulas, the Brane, the Guendrathvawr, the 
Cowen, the Towa, the Tave, and the Amond. 

- _ / v" • '' • ; ' . • 11'j . 

A I R , S O I L and N A T U R A L P R O D U C T I O N S . 

. I ' 

T h e air of this county is reckoned more mild and healthy than that of the 
neighbouring counties; and the foil, not being fo mountainous and rocky as that 
of other counties in Wales, is more fruitful in corn and grafs. This county is 
pretty well cloathed with wood, feeds vaft numbers of good cattle ; abounds with 
fowl and fiih, particularly falmon, for which the rivers here are famous; and 
contains many mines of pit coal.-

M A N U F A C T U R E S . 

It has no manufacture. 

C I V I L and E C C L E S I A S T I C A L D I V I S I O N S , 

Caermarthenihire is divided into fix hundreds, and contains fix market towri& 
It lies in the province of Canterbury and diocefe of St. David's, and has eighty-
feven pariihes. || 

M A R K E T T O W N S , 

T h e market towns are Caermarthen, Kidwelly, Llandilovawr, Llanelrfiy, 
Uangharn, and Llanimdovery. 

_ 
C A E R M A R T H E N , C A R M A R T H E N , o r C A E R M A R D H I N , is f o c a l l e d f r o m t h e 

Welch name Caer-Vyrdhin. It is a very ancient town, and was ere&ed into a 
9 borough. 

i 
I I 
I 
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b o r o u g h the thirty-eighth year of the reign of king Henry the Eighth, and made 
a borough and county corporate in the reign of king James the Firft, under 
whofe charter it is governed, by a mayor, a recorder, two iheriifs, and fixteen al-
dermen, who upon folemn occafions all wear icarlet gowns and other enfigns of 
ftate, and are attended by a fword-bearer and two mace-bearers : they hold a 
monthly court, and have the power of making bye-laws, in the fame manner as 
the city of London. This place was anciently reckoned the capital of W a l e s ; 
the ancient Britons made it the feat of their parliaments or aifemblies of wife men; 
and when Wales was ereited by the crown of England into a principality for the 
king's eldeft fon, the courts of chancery and exchequer were fixed here, and 
continued till the jurifdi&ion of the court and marches of Wales was taken 
away. 

This town is fituated in the beft air and the moil fertile foil in the county 
and the people in and around it, are reckoned the wealthieft and the moft polite 
in all Wales. It is well built, very populous, and much frequented: it was for-
merly walled in, and had a ftrong caftle, the ruins of which are ftill vifible. 
Here is a fine large ftone bridge over the T o w y , and a convenient key for lading 
and unlading of goods, to which veffels of a hundred tons come up. O f late 
years this place has carried on a confiderable trade; and the inhabitants being 
remarkably induftrious, it is now in a very flouriihing condition. T h e neighbour-
ing gentlemen have town houfes here, to which they repair in the winter, when 
there is generally a company of players in town for their entertainment; and here, 
are frequent aifemblies and other diverfions. 

K I D W E L L Y is diftant from London 222 miles, and is fituated between two 
fmall rivers, on a large bay of the Severn Sea, called Tenby. It is governed by 
a mayor, is chiefly inhabited by fifhermen, and has a harbour, which at prefent is 
almoft ufelefs, being choaked up with fand. 

L L A N D I L O V A W R is diftant from London 172 miles : it has a ftone bridge over 
the T o w y , and its parifh is the largeft in the county, being thirteen iniies long 
and feven or eight broad. 

L L A N E L T H Y , or L L A N E L L Y , ftands on a creek of the fea, at the diftance of 214 
miles from London, is a pretty jgood town, and carries on a confiderable trade 

4 in coal. 

L L A N G H A R N , L L A N H E R N , or T A L C H A R N , ftands upon the bank of the Tave, 
near its influx into the fea, at the diftance of 194 miles from London, and is a 
pretty good town, with fome few fhips, and a fmall trade by fea. Here is an 
.ancient caftle now in ruins; but it does not appear when or by whom it was 
built. 

L L A . N I M D O V E R Y is diftant from London 182 miles, and is a corporate town," 
governed by a bailiff and twelve chief burgeffes. Upon a hill, at a little diftance 
from the town, is the pariih church, dedicated to St, Mary. 

I i h h 2 ' C U R I. 

I " ' - • ' 
' , 1 

| . . - . " ; : ! 

/ 
• , . I ' " • . • -



B 

C A E R M. A R T H E N S H I R E , 

C U R I O S I T I E S . 

Remarkable The natural curiofity in this county is a fountain or fpring at Kaftelh Kar-
ipring. "" reg, eaft of Caermarthen, which conftantly ebbs and flows twice every twenty-

four hours. 

Merlin the Merlin, the famous Britiih prophet or foothfayer, was born at Caermarthen in 
Britifh pro- this county, towards the end of the fifth century. H e is faid to have been a per-
phet. f o n 0 f extraordinary learning for the age in which he lived; and it is thought that 

he obtained the reputation of a conjurer by his knowledge in the mathematics. 
About a mile eaft of Caermarthen is a hill covered with wood, called Merlin's 
Grove, to which it is faid the prophet often retired, the better to purfue his 
ftudies without interruption. H e is reported to have been buried at Drumelzer, 
in the ihire of Peebles in Scotland. 

A N T I Q U I T I E S . 

Ancient inha- Under the Romans Caermarthenihire, Cardiganihire, and Pembrokefhire, were 
bjtants. inhabited by a tribe of Britons called by Ptolemy the Dimet<e and Demetce. Pliny. 

has allotted this diftrid to the Silures but in this he was miftaken, as appears by 
later writers, who have conftantly called thefe three counties by the name of Di-
fnetia, which is fuppofed to have been a variation of the Britiih name Dyved, ufed 
at this day for thefe counties, by a pra&ice common with the Romans of changing 
the V into M in latinizing Britiih names-, yet fome have fuppofed that the name 
Demetrf was derived from the Britifh words Deheu-meafh, which it is pretended 
fignify the Southern Plain. 

Roman The river Towy is the obius of Ptolemy, and Caermarthen his Marvdunum : 
places. Maridunum is evidently derived from the Britiih Kaer Vyrdhin, by a change of 

the V into M . Antoninus, who terminates his Itinerary at this place, calls it 
Muridunum. 

A t Kaftelh Karreg are ftill vifible the ruins, of a large fort; and here are 
likewife vaft caverns, fuppofed to have been copper mines wrought by the Ro-
mans. 

a v i 
Roman fe a P^ace P a n t 1 Polion, near Kaftelh Karreg, were found two fepul-

pulcbral mo ftone monuments of the Romans, one of which had an infcription which is 
raiments. read as follows: S E R V A T O R F I D E I , P A T R U E Q V E S E M P E R A M A T O R , 

H I C P A V L I N V S J A C E T C V L T O R P I E N T I S S 1 M V S 7EQVI. It is fup. 
pofed that the name Pant y Polion is derived from the Paulinus to whofe memory 
this monument was erefted. The other monument had an infcription alfo," but 
it is very imperfed and . more modern. 

Near Llan Newydh, not far from Caermarthen, is erected a rude ftone pillar 
about fix feet high, and a foot and an half broad, with this infcription in a bar-

barous 

' t 
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barous charafter: — S E V E R I N I F I L I I S E V E R I . And in other parts of this 
county are three or four more fuch ftone pillars, with Roman inlcriptions in the 
like chara&ers. 

j , • , _ ^ 
A t Kilmaen Lhwyd, weft of Caermarthen, about the beginning of the laft cen- Roman coins, 

tury, was difcovered a confiderable quantity of Roman coins of bafe filver, and 
of all the Roman emperors from the time of Commodus, who firft debafed the 
Roman filver, to the fifth tribuneiliip of Gordian the Third, anno Domini 243 r 
and at a place called Bronyikawen, in the pariih of Lhan Boydy, not far from 
Kilmaen Lhwyd, is a large camp called y Gaer, in the entrance of which, in the 
year 1692, were difcovered two very rude leaden boxes, buried very near the lur-
race of.the-ground, containing 200 Roman coins, all of• filver-, and-fome of the-
moil ancient found in Britain. 

T h e camp in which thefe coins were found,', is of an-oval'form, and upwards. Ancientczmp * 
of 300 paces in circumference: the entrance is four yards wide, and near it the a n d barrows, 
bank or rampart is about three yards high, but elfewhere it is generally much 
lower. On each fide of the camp is a barrow or tumulus,, one near it, and theJ 

other, which is much bigger, at the diftance of 300 yards. 

Newcaftle in-Emlin, fituated north-weft of.Caermarthen, upomthe fouth;bank of A Roman ih— 
the Teivy, .is by fome fuppofed to.have.been.theXoventiumof theDimetas men-:tion-
tioned by Ptolemy» 

' ' ' " ' i " . .. ' • .: . 
Near the eaft end of Llanimdovery church, Roman bricks and other remains A Roman* 

-of Roman antiquity have been dug up:;-and there is a fine Roman way frotacanfey. 
this church,to Lhan Bran, which lies fome miles north of Llanimdoverv. ' i 

Near Tre'lech, north-weft of Caermarthen, is a remarkable barrow called Krig Ancientbar. 
y Dyrn, fuppofed to iignify the king's barrow.. It confifts -of aheap o f ftones-co- rows, 
vered with turf about eighteen feet high, and 150 feet in circumference: it rifes 
with an eafy afcent, ,and is, hollow vomthe top, gently inclining from the circum-
ference to the center,,.where is a rude fiat ftone,of an oval form, about nine feet1* 
long, .five feet broad, .and.a foot thick, .covering a.kind of ftone cheft, confift-
ing of fix more ftones.. This.barrow is fuppofed to have been the burying place' 
of fome Britifh prince of very great antiquity. , 

Gwal y Vilaft,\or Bwrdh Arthur, near Lhan.Boydy, is a monument, confiding 
of a rude ftone, about thirty feet in circumference, and three feet thick, fupported ' 
by, four pillars about two feet high.,. 

• • 

On a mountain near Kilmaen Lhwyd, is. a circular ftone monument; call Bu-
arth Arthur, or Meineu Gwyr, like that of Rollrich in Oxfordfhire. It does not 
appear from the name Buarth Arthur, that this monument has any relation to 
the famous Britifh king of that name, any more than, many other monuments 
in Wales have, which are named after prince Arthur, only by an ignorant ere- -
dulity of the vulgar, who attribute .to- that hero whatever, objed of antiquity is 

great 1 
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great or extraordinary throughout the country j thus they call feveral ftones, each 
of which are many tons in weight, his coits j fome they call his tables, fome his 
chairs, and fo of others. 

ni 

E C C L E S I A S T I C A L A N T I Q U I T I E S. 

A t Bachannis, an iiland not far from Llanelthy, St. Piro, about the year 513, 
built a monaftery, of which he himfelf was firft abbat. 

A t Kidwelly, Roger biihop of Saliibury, about the year 1130, founded a pri-
ory of Benedi£line monks, fubordinate to the monaftery of Sherburn in Dorlet-
ihire. It was dedicated to St. Mary, and valued upon the diifolution at 38 1. per 
annum. > ' - QBrW ' / 

A t Whiteland, weft of Caermarthen, Rhaefe, fon of Theodore, prince of 
South Wales, in the time of William the Conqueror, according to fome, or 
Bernard, biihop of St. David's, in the year 1143, according to others, founded 
an abbey of Ciftertian monks, dedicated to St. Mary, and valued upon the diifo-
lution at 135I. 3 s. 6d. per annum. 

A t Tallagh, not far from Caermarthen, Rhefe, the fon of Griffith, prince of 
South Wales, who died in 1197, founded a Premonftratenfian abbey, dedicated 
to the Virgin Mary and St. John the Baptift, and endowed upon the fuppreffion 
with 136I. 9s. yd. per annum. 

A t Caermarthen was a priory of Black canons, founded before the year 1148, 
dedicated to St. John the Evangelift, and endowed at the time of the fuppref-
iion witn yearly revenues valued at 174I. 8 s. 8d. 

Here was an houfe of Grey friars. 

A t Abergwilly, near Caermarthen, is a church dedicated to St. Maurice 
which in 1287 was made collegiate by Thomas Beck, biihop of St. David's for 
twenty-two prebendaries, four priefts, four chorifters, and two clerks. Here af 
terwards were a precentor, a chancellor, and a treafurer; and its revenues upon 
the diifolution were rated at 421. per annum, 

rn. A t E ? k c e f o m e w h e r e i n t h i s c o u n t y , called St. Clare, was an alien priory, con-
Jilting of a prior and two Cluniac monks. It was founded before the year 1201, 
was cell to St. Martin de Campis in Paris, and given by king Henry the Sixth 
to A l l bouls College in Oxford, 
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C A E A M A R T H E N S H I R E . ^ 

M E M B E R S o f P A R L I A M E N T for this C O U N T Y . 
m ' 

This county fends two members to parliament: one knight of the ihire for the 
county, and one burgefs for the borough of Caermarthen, 
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C A E R N A R V O N S H I R E . 

N A M E . 

^ p H E name of this county is derived from Caernarvon, the county town. 

B O U N D A R I E S , F O R M , E X T E N T and S I T U A T I O N . 
r . ' 

Caernarvonihire is bounded on the north, fouth, and weft fides by the Iriih fea, 
on the north-weft it is feparated from the ifland of Anglefea by the ftraits of Me-
neu, and bounded oil the eaft by the counties of Denbigh and Merioneth. It-is 
in the form of a wedge, and extends in length from north to fouth about forty 
miles, from eaft to weft about twenty miles, and is near an hundred miles in cir-
cumference, Caernarvon, the county town, is diftant 258 miles north-weft from 
London, . . . 
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R I V E R S and L A K E S . 

The principal rivers of this county are the Conway, and the Seiont. T h e name 
of the Conway is fuppofed to be a variation of Kynwy, which in the ancient Britiih 
language figniiied the chief of rivers. It rifes in a lake called Llyn Conway, 
where the counties of Caernarvon, Denbigh, and Merioneth meet, and running 
north, falls into the Iriih fea at Aberconway, a market town. It is one of the 
moil confiderable ftreams in Europe for its length, which is but twelve miles 
from its fource to the fea. It receives fo many fmall rivers and brooks, that it 
is navigable for ihips of confiderable burden within four miles of its fpring. T h e 
Seiont rifes in a lake called Llyn Peris, and running weftward a few miles, falls 
into the ftraits of Meneu at the town of Caernarvon. 

Befides feveral namelefs rivers, there are in this county many lakes,, fome of 
which derive their names from the colours of their water, others from the neigh-
bouring villages, and others from fomeiremarkable mountains or rocks that hang, 
over them. 

A I R , S O I L , and N A T U R A L P R O D U C T I O N S . 

T h e air of Caernarvonihire is rendered cold and piercing, not only by the great 
number of lakes, but by the very high mountains, which, towards the middle of 
the county, fwell one above another, fo as to have acquired the name of the Britiih 
Alps. T h e tops of many of thefe mountains are eight or nine months in the year 
covered with fnow, and on fome of them the fnow is perpetual, whence they are 
called Snowdon hills; and upon thefe hills it frequently fnows,. while it only rains 
in the vallies. 

T h e extremities of the county, particularly thofe bordering on? the fea, are ne-
verthelefs as fruitful and populous as any part of North Wales: they yield great, 
plenty of fine barley, and feed, vaft herds of cattle and iheep: between the hills 
are alfo many pleafant and fruitful vallies, the beauty of which is much heightened 
by the dreary waftes that furround them: great flocks of iheep' and goats feed alfo 
upon the mountains. This county yields abundance of wood, the lakes and rivers 
produce plenty of freih water fiih, and the coait is well fupplied with fea fifh of 
all forts. T h e river Conway is famous for a large black mufcle, in_ which are' 
frequently found,pearls,, as iarge, and;, of as good a. colour as any in Britain, or Ire-
land, 

M, A N U F A C T U R E S„ 

I"t does not appear that.this county has any manufacture. 

C I V I L and E C C L E S I A S T I C A L D I V I S I O N S . 

Caernarvonihire is divided into feven hundreds, and contains one city and three-
market towns: it lies in the province of Canterbury, and diocefe of Bangor, and 
has fixty-eight pariihes, 
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C I T Y and M A R K E T T O W N S . 

T h e city is Bangor, and the market towns are Aberconway, Caernarvon, and 
Pulheli. 

B A N G O R , or B A N C H O R , retains its ancient Britifh name, which fignifies a beau-
tiful Quire, and which it probably obtained from its fituation between two fteep 
hills, one upon the north, and the other on the fouth. 

This city ftands at the north end of the ftraits of Meneu, 236 miles diftant from 
London, and i? a bifhop's fee, governed by the bifhop's fteward, who keeps a 
court leet, and a. court baron. It is a fmall city, but not ill inhabited, and has a 
harbour for boats. It was formerly fo large as to be called by the Welch Bangor-
vawr, Bangor the Great, though now it is of little note. Here is a cathedral, 
which is by fome writers thought to have been built in 516, and confequently to 
be the moft ancient in Britain: it was greatly defaced fome centuries ago; and 
though it was in fome meafure repaired in the reign of Henry the Seventh, yet it 
is now a mean building. T h e other public edifices are the bifhop's palace .and a 
free fchool. ; . . 

A B E R C O N W A Y preferves its ancient name, fignifying the mouth of the Conway\ 
It is alfo called CONWAY, and is diftant from London 229 miles. It was built by 
king Edward the Firft, and is governed by an alderman and two bailiffs. It is a 
handfome town, pleafantly fituated on the fide of a hill. It was formerly walled 
in, and had a ftrong caftle, which is now in ruins : and notwithftanding its conve-
niencies for trade, it is the pooreft town in the county. 

C A E R N A R V O N . T h e name of this place fignifies the town or fort of Aryon or 
Arvonia, a name by which this county was anciently called, from its fituation op-
pofite to "the ifland of Anglefea. 

• , 

It is fituated at the fouth end of the ftraits of Meneu, and was built by king 
Edward the Firft, who fortified it with walls, and a ftrong caftle, which is ftill 
ftanding, to curb the Welch mountaineers, and fecure a paffage to the ifle of An-
glefea. It was formerly a town of confiderable note, and the chancery and exche-
quer for North Wales were eftablifhed in it. It is governed by the conftable of 
the caftle, who by his patent is always mayor of the town, and is affifted by an 
alderman, two bailiffs, a town clerk, and other officers. 

- ' . 

It is a neat fmall town, well built, well inhabited, and has a pretty good har-
bour. Here is a ferry from hence to Anglefea, called Abermenai Ferry; and in a 
bay before the town, called Caernarvon Bay, there is good anchorage. 

P U L H E L I , i. e. a Salt Pool, derived its name from its fituation on the fea-fide. 
It is diftant from London 250 miles, and is a fmall place, not ill built, with a 
good harbour, and fome trade by fea. 
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C U R I O S I T I E S . 

T h e principal curiofities of this county are its vail mountains, rocks and preci-
pices. Klogwyn Karnedh y Wydhva, a mountain eaft of Caernarvon, is by fome 
reckoned the highefh in all the Britiih dominions, being the fummit of a duller of 
very, lofty mountains, the tops of which rife one above another: from this fpot 
may be ieen part of England, Scotland, Ireland, and the Iile of Man. 

Pen maen mawr, near Aberconway, is a vail mountain, or rock, that rifes per-
pendicularly over the fea to an ailoniihing height. About the middle of the rock, 
and on that fide of it next the fea, there is a road feven feet wide, for paifengers, 
at the perpendicular height of 240 feet above the level of the fea, and as many 
feet below the top of the rock : and on the fide of the road next the fea there is a 
wall breail high, which was built not many years ago, to the building of which, 
the city of Dublin in Ireland greatly contributed. On the other fide of the hill 
there is a narrow foot-way, over which the top of the rock projects, fo as to form 
a very extraordinary and frightful appearance to the traveller below. 

Glyder is another very high mountain, on the fea-fide, not far from Pen maen 
mawr, and is remarkable for a prodigious heap of ftones, of an irregular fhape, 
on its fummit, many of which are as large as thofe of Stonehenge *. They lie in 
fuch confuiion as to refemble the ruins of a building, fome of them reclining, 
and fome lying crofs one another i a phenomenon which has never yet been per-
fectly accounted for. 

On the weft fide of this mountain there is, among many others, one very fteep 
and naked precipice, adorned with a vail number of equidiftant pillars; the inter» 
ftices between which are fuppofed to have been the effects of a continual dropping 
of water down the cliff, which is expofed to a wefterly fea wind : but why the wa-
ter fhould have dropped at thefe regular diftances, before the hollows were form-
ed, we are not told : poifibly the whole mafs of the rock may confift of vail bodies 
of ftone, with fabulous or earthy matter between them and if fo, the rain may 
have waihed away the fand or earth from between the ftony and folid parts of the 
mafs on the top and the fides, and fo formed the appearance of ruins above, and 
of pillars below, which may be confidered as ikeletons of thefe parts of the moun-
tain. 

In a lake in this county, called Lhyn y kwn, near the lake of Llyn Peris, it is 
pretended that a kind of trout is frequently found that lias but one eye. 

• • • - s 
A t Aberconway is a tomb-ftone with the following very extraordinary infcrip-

tion, " Here lieth the body of Nicholas Hookes of Conway, gent, who was 
44 the one and fortieth child of his father, William Hookes Efq; by Alice his 
" wife, and the father of feven and twenty children. H e died the 20th day c f 
" March 1637." 

* See Antiquities of WILTSHIRZ. 
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A N T I Q U I T I E S . 

This county, under the Romans, was part of the country of the Ordovices, of Ancient inha-
whom mention has been made in the account of the antiquities of the ifland ofbi tant i* 
Anglefea. It was afterwards called Arvonia; and before the divifion of Wales 
into counties, the Englifh called it Snowdon Foreft, from the mountains called 
Snowdon Hills. 

A t the mouth of the river Seiont, near Caernarvon, ftood the town called by Roman 
Antoninus, Segontium,. from the river Seiont. Some ruins of the walls of this places, 
town were vifible in the beginning of the laft century ; and it has been fuppo-
fed that the mouth of the river Seiont at this place was the Segontiorum Portum 
mentioned by Ptolemy. Later writers have called it the ancient city of the emperor-
Conjlantine: and in the year 1283, the body of an eminent Roman was difcovered . 
here, which was thought by, fome to have been the body of Conftantius, father of 
Gonftantine the Great: it was,. by order, of king Edward the Firft, re-interred in 
the church of Caernarvon. -

T h e fouth-weft part of this county being a large promontory that runs out into 
the Irifh fea, is called Lhyn in the Welch language-; and in different copies of 
Ptolemy, it is called Caganum, Janganum, and Langanum but from the prefent 
name it is probable that Langanum is the beft reading. 

The river Conway is called Toifovius,. inftead of.Conovius, in all'the copies of 
Ptolemy; an. error caufed. by. a compendious method :-of writing the Greek lam 
guage. 

Caerhen, upon the river Conway, about five miles fouth of Aberconway, was 
the Roman town called Conovium by Antoninus ; and about the beginning of the * 
laft century here, was difcovered a Roman hypocauft, built by the tenth legion, cal-
led Antoniana, as appears from feveral tyles found at this place, infcribed L E G . X: . 
and from fome other remains of Roman antiquities. 

Oppofite.to Conovium, on therother fide of the river, but yet in this county, 
flood the ancient city Diganwy, which was fet on fire by lightening, and burnt 
down, fome. centuries ago, and is fuppofed to have been the Roman city Dictum, 
where, under the later, emperors, the commander of the Nervii Didtenfes kept 
guard. The name 'Diganwy, by which it was afterwards called,, was probably 
compounded of the names Diutum and Conway. 

§In this neighbourhood were difcovered, about the beginning of the. prefent cen- • 
tury, feveral brafs axes, fwords, and other implements, fuppofed to be the mili-
tary weapons of the ancient .Britons,, before they underftood the.manufacture of 

On the top of the mountain called Pen maen mawrris a highland"fteep hill,!, cal-
led Rraich y Dhinas; and on the top of. this hill ane-dtill vifible-the ruins of three 
walls, one within another, each of which was fix or feven feet thick,., and fortified I . • 

X 
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with upwards of an hundred towers of equal dimenfions; but when, or by whom 
this great work was ereCled, is totally unknown. 

About a mile from this fortification is a hill, on the top of which ftands the 
moft remarkable monument in all this county. It is called Y Meineu hirion, and 
confifts of a circular entrenchment, about 80 feet diameter, on the outfide of 
which are ftill {landing twelve rough ftone pillars, from five to fix feet hio-h: 
thefe are again inclofed by a ftone wall; and near the wall, on the outfide, are three 
other fuch rough pillars, ranged in a triangular form. This work is fuppofed to 
have been an ancient Britiih temple: and near it are feveral monuments, confift-
ing of vail heaps of ftones, which, according to tradition, are fepulchral monu-
ments of ancient Britons, who fell in a battle fought here againft the Romans. 

E C C L E S I A S T I C A L A N T I Q ^ U I T I E S. 

A t Bardefey, a fmall iiland near the extremity of the fouth-weft promontory of 
this county, was a religious houfe before the year 5 1 6 ; it was called an abbey, 
and dedicated to St. Mary, and continued till the general diifolution, when it was 
found to be endowed with yearly revenues, rated at 46 1. 1 s. 4 d. 

A t Bangor, a bifhopric is thought to have been erefted before the middle of 
the fixth century, by Malgwyn, or Malgo Conan, prince of North Wales; and 
Daniel, fon of Dinothus, abbat of Bangor, in Flintihire, who had before founded 
a college or monaftery here, was made the firft biihop. The revenues of this 
biihopric were valued, upon the diifolution, at 151 1. 3 s. per anmm. And there 
are now belonging to the cathedral of Bangor, which is dedicated to St, Daniel, a 
biihop, a dean, an archdeacon, a treafurer, and two prebendaries endowed, a pre-
centor, a chancellor, and three canons not endowed, two vicars choral, an organ-
ift,- lay-clerks, chorifters, and other officers. 

Here was an houfe of friars preachers, as early as the year 1276, which was 
converted to a free fchool by Dr. Jeffery Glynn, in 1557» 

A t Bethgelart, fouth-eaft of Caernarvon, was a priory of Black canons, dedi-
cated to St. Mary, of a very ancient foundation; for, upon its being much da-
maged by fire about the year 1283, Anianus biihop of Bangor, in an indulgence 
granted to all thofe that fhould contribute towards the rebuilding it, calls it the 
oldeft religious houfe in ail Wales, except Bardefey. It was valued upon the 
diifolution at 701. 3 s. 8 d. per annum. 

V 

A t Clynogvawr, upon the fea-fide, fouth of Caernarvon, was a monaftery 
founded in 616, by Guithin, nearly related to the princes of North Wales. It 
was dedicated to St. Benuo, and was afterwards 'made a collegiate church, confift* • 
ing of five portionifts or prebendaries, and continued fo till the diifolution. 

A t Aberconway, Leweline the fon of Gervafe, prince of North Wales, in 
1185, founded a Ciftertian abbey, dedicated to the Virgin Mary and A l l Saints : 
but about the year 1283, king Edward the Firft removed the religious of this 
place to a monaftery which he had founded at Maynan in Denbigtihire, about 
three miles from Aberconway. L 
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M E M B E R S of P A R L I A M E N T for this C O U N T Y . 

This county fends two members to parliament one knight of the ihire for 
she county, and one burgefs for the borough of Caernarvon. 
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C A R D I G A N S H I R E . 

N A M E . 

r j l H I S county is named from Cardigan, the county town. 

B O U N D A R I E S , E X T E N T , and S I T U A T I O N » . 

Cardiganihire is bounded by part of Merionethfhire and Montgomeryihire on 
the north ; by part of Pembrokefhire and Caermarthenihire on the fouth ; by 
part of Radnorihire and Brecknockihire on the eaft, and by the Irifh Sea on the 
weft. It extends in length from fouth-weft to north-eaft about forty miles ; from 
eaft to weft eighteen miles, and is about 100 miles in circumference. Tregaron,,, 
a market town, nearly in the middle of it, is diftant 171 miles weft-north-weft 
from London. 

R I V E R S . 

The principal rivers of this county are the Teivy, the Rydal, and the Iftwyth. 
The Teivy, or Tave, is a river of Caermarthenihire, and has been dçfcribed 
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among the rivers of that county. The Rydal rifes on the fouth-weft fide of Plyn 
Lymmon mountain, upon the borders of Montgomeryihire, and running weft-
fouth-weft, falls into the Iriih Sea at Aberiftwyth, a market town. The iftwyth 
rifes not far from the fpring of the Rydal, and running much the fame courfe^ 
falls with it into the Iriih Sea at Aberiftwyth. 

The lefs confiderable rivers of this county are the Kerry, the Dettor, the A y -
ran, the Arth, the Weray, and the Salek. 

* - / 
A I R , S O I L , and N A T U R A L P R O D U C T I O N S . 

The air of this county varies with the foil; for the fouthern and weftern parts 
being more a champaign country than the greateft part of the principality, the air 
is mild and pleafant, and the foil very fruitful but the northern and eaftern parts 
being one continued ridge of mountains, are comparatively barren and bleak ; 
yet in the worft parts of the fhire there is pafture for vaft herds of cattle and 
flocks of iheep, and this county is fo full of cattle, that it has been called the 
nuriery of cattle for all England fouth of Trent. It abounds in river and fea fifh 
of all kinds, and the Teivy is famous for great plenty of excellent falmon. Coals 
and other fuel are fcarce ; but in the north parts of the county, particularly about 
Aberiftwyth, are feveral rich lead mines, the ore of which appears often above 
ground. Thefe mines were difeovered in 1690, and fome of them yield filver. 

+ -

M A N U F A C T U R E S . 

This county does not appear to have any manufacture. 

C I V I L and E C C L E S I A S T I C A L D I V I S I O N S . 

Cardiganihire is divided into five hundreds, and contains five market towns. It 
lies in the province of Canterbury and diocefe of St. David's, and contains feventy-
feven parifhes. 

M A R K E T T O W N S . 

The market towns are Aberiftwyth, Cardigan, Llanbadarnvawr, Llanbedor-St. 
Peter, and Tregaron. 

A B E R T S T W Y T H , (i. e.) the mouth of the Iftwyth, is diftant from London 199 
miles, and is a corporation, governed by a mayor, recorder, and other officers. 
It is a pretty large populous rich town, but has no pariih church, being only a 
part of the pariili of Llanbadarnvawr, in its neighbourhood. It was formerly for-
tified with a caftle, and walls, which are now decayed; it has however a oreat 
trade in lead, and a confiderable fiihery of whiting, cod, and herring. 

CARDIGAN is from.its fituation called by the Welch Aber Tievi, the mouth 
of the Teivy : the derivation of Cardigan is not known, it is diftant from Lon-
don 204 miles, and is an ancient borough, governed by a mayor and aldermen, 
a coroner, two bailiffs, and thirteen common council men, of whom the mayor 
is one. Its member in parliament is eledted by the burgeifes of this and the 

^ other 
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dther four boroughs of Aberiftwyth, Llanbadarnvawr, Llanbedor-St. Peter, and 
Tregaron. 

This 
town is pleafantly fituated, and was formerly fortified with a caftle and 

walls, both which are now in ruins ; it is however a large populous place, with a 
handfome church and a town hall, where the county buiinefs is trartfadted. Here 
is alfo a county gaol, and a fine ftone bridge over the Teivy. This town has 
a confiderable trade to Ireland and other parts. 

Cardigan Bay is a very large gulf of the fea, ftretching north, from Cardigan 
Point twelve leagues, to Bardefey Ifland, in Caernarvonfhire; and in this bay I r e 
feveral little tide-havens, fit only for fmall veffels. 

V • 
L L A N B A D A R N V A W R , or Llanbadarn the Great, is diftant from London 197 

miles, and is governed by a portreeve and fteward. It has a handfome church, that 
was formerly the cathedral of a bifhop, and is a well built town with a fmall harbour 

„ 

LLANBEDOR-ST. PETER, or PONT STEFFAN, is diftant f r o m L o n d o n 1 7 5 miles,, 
and is governed by a portreeve, fteward, two conftables, and other officers. It 
is a fmall town, fituated in a plain, on the bank of the Teivy, over which it has. 
a bridge. Here is a church, and feveral good inns, for the accommodation of 
travellers. 

TREGARON is diftant from London 171 miles, and is governed by a mayor R 
it is alfo fituated on the bank of the Te ivy , and has a handfome church. 

C U R I O S I T I E S . 

The only natural curiofity mentioned in the accounts of Cardiganfliire, is the 
horn of an ox, which is preferved in the church of Lhan Dhewi Brevi,' not far narv h r a e ^ 
from Tregaron. It is called Matkorn yr ych bannog., or Matkorn ych Dewi, which horn. 
fignifies the interior horn of an ox, and is about a foot and a half in circumference 
at the root: it is as heavy as if it were ftone, and is faid to have been kept i a 
this church ever fince the time of St. David, who lived in the beginning 0 f the 
fixth century.. 

v: | I 
A N T I Q ^ U I T I E S . 

,19 
' * 

Under the Romans this county was part of the diftridb inhabited bv the Di~ 
metse, of whom mention has been made in the account of Caermarthenfhire Ancient mfca-

brants. 
jfflKJ* i . - jg s 

The river Teivy is by Ptolemy called Tuerobius, which.- name is fuppofed to. 
be a corruption of the Britifh words Dwr Teivi, the water TeivL Roman ami-

qu.ties. 

A t Lhan Dhewi Brevi have been dug up feveral tomb ftones with Roman in-
fcriptions, fome of which confift wholly of unintelligible abbreviations but one 
in a very uncouth char ait er, upon a ftone now to be feen- over- the chancel door 
of the church, is read as follows: + H I C J A C E T I D N E R T F I L I V S l A C O B t 
Q V I O C C I S V S F V I T P R O P T E R P R E D A M S A N C T I D A W 1 D . 

K k k 2l Lhannio^ 
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Britiih monu- Lhannio, near Lhan Dhewi Brevi, is fuppofed to be the Lovantinum, or Lo-
ments. vantium of Ptolemy : here have been found feveral Roman coins and bricks, and 

many large ftones, neatly wrought, with Roman infcriptions. The river Iftwyth 
is fuppofed to be the Stuccia of Ptolemy. 

There are in this county feveral rude monuments of various forms, fuppofed to 
be Britiih. A t Lhech yr Aft , near Lhan Goedmor, on the eaft fide of Cardigan, is 
a vaft rude ftone, about five and twenty or thirty feet in circumference: it ftands 
reclined, and is fupported by a pillar about three feet high ; and near it are two 
other rude ftone monuments of the fame kind. 

A t Neuodh, near Cardigan, is a monument confifting of nineteen ftones, which 
are fo difpofed. as makes it difficult to count them, for which reafon they are cal-
led' Meini Kyvrivol., or the Numerary Stones. 

Near this monument is another, called Lhech y Gowres, or the Stone of the Gi-
gantic Woman, confifting of one vaft ftone, fupported by four large ftone pil-
lars, of which fome ftand upright, and others lie on the ground. 

Near Kelhan, fouth of Tregaron, is a ftone pillar about fixteen feet high, three 
feet broad, and two thick, erefted on the top of a mountain, and called Iiir 
vaen gwydog, or the Confpicuous Colojfus. 

A t Penbryn, north of Cardigan, near the fea fide, is a large rough ftone, ly-
ing on the• ground, with an infcription, cut very deep, but unintelligible; and 
about the end of the laft century, a Britifh gold coin was found here, weighing 
near a guinea, and fuppofed to be of an earlier time than that of the arrival of 
the Romans in this ifiand. 

A t Lhan-Vihangel geneu'r glyn, not far from Aberiftwyth, is a monument 
called Gwely Taliefin, the grave of 'Taliefin : Taliefin was a celebrated Britifh bard, 
who lived about the year 540. And this monument confifts of four ftones, placed 
fo as to form a fquare: the two fide ones are about five feet long, the other two 

' three feet long, and the whole is about a foot above ground. Notwithstanding the 
name of this monument, and a tradition in the neighbourhood that the poet Ta-
liefin was buried here, it is believed to be of much greater antiquity. 

E C C L E S I A S T I C A L A N T I Q ^ U I T I E S. 

Llanbadarnvawr is generally thought to be the Mauritanea, where St. Paternus 
about the middle of the fixth century built a monaftery, and eftabliihed an epif-
copal fee, which was afterwards united to St. David's. The church here feems 
to have been given in the year 1111 to St. Peter's church at Glocefter, and was 
afterwards appropriated to the abbey of Vale Royal in Cheihire. 

A t IftradQere, 
not far from Llanbadarnvawr, Rhefus, fon of Griffith, prince 

of South Wales, in 1164, built and endowed an abbey of Ciftertian monks, which 1 

was burnt down about the year 1294, in the wars between the Engliih and Welch: 
but being foon afterwards rebuilt, it flourifhed till the general diifolution, about 
which time its revenues were valued at 1181. 17s. 3d. per annum. ' A t 

f . * 
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A t Cardigan was a fmall priory of Black monks, cell to the abbey of Chertfey 
in Surry, with revenues valued upon the fuppreffion at 321. per annum. 

A t Llanleir, near Llanbedor, was a Ciilertian nunnery, cell to the abbey of 
Iilradflere, with revenues valued upon the diffolution at 571. 5 s. 4 d . per annum. 

/ A t Lhan Dhewi Brevi, Thomas Beck, bifhop of St. David's, in 1187 founded 
a college for a precentor and twelve prebendaries, dedicated to St. David, and 
valued upon the diffolution at 3 81. 11 s. per annum. 

A t Llanfanfride, near the fea fide, weft of Tregaron, it is fuppofed that there 
was an abbey; and another at Llanrufled, fouth of Aberiftwyth, but no particu-
lars of either are known. 

M E M B E R S of P A R L I A M E N T for this C O U N T Y . 

This county fends two members to parliament: one knight of the fhire for the 
county, and one burgefs for the borough of Cardigan. 
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D E N B I G H S H I R E . 

N A M E . 

E N B I G H S H I R E takes its name from Denbigh the county town. 

B O U N D A R I E S , E X T E N T , and S I T U A T I O N . 

This county is bounded on the north by the Iriih fea and part of Flintihire, on 
the fouth by Montgomeryihire, on the eaft by Chefhire and Shroplhire, and on 
the weft by Caernarvonihire and Merionethihire. It extends in length from north-
weft to fouth-eaft about forty miles, from north to fouth about twenty miles, and 
is about 118 miles in circumference. Denbigh, the county town, is 209 miles 
north-weft of London. ,. 
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R I V E R S . 

T h e principal rivers of this county are the Clwyd, the Elwy, the Dee, and the 
Conway. Clwyd is a name of which the etymology is unknown. T h e river rifes 
at the bottom of a hill fouth-weft of Ruthin, a market town, and running north-
eaft, and paifing by Ruthin, dire&s its courfe nearly north-weft, by St. Afaph, a 
city of Flintfhire, and falls into the Irifh fea a few miles north-weft of St. Afaph. 
T h e etymology of the name Elwy is alfo unknown. T h e river rifes in the fouth-
weft part of the county, and running north and north-eaft, falls into the Clwyd 
near the 

city of St. Afaph. T h e Dee rifes near Bala, a market town of Merion-
ethfhire, runs north-eaft through Denbighfhire into Chefhire, and has been defcri-
bed among the rivers of Chefhire. T h e Conway feparates Denbighfhire from Caer-
narvonfhire, and has been already mentioned in the defcription of Caernarvon-
ihire. 

T h e lefs confiderable ftreams of this county are the Alwen, the Aled, the Clawe-
dok, the Neag, and the Gyrow. 

] 
A I Pv and S O I L . 

_ T h e air of this county is reckoned very healthy, but it is rendered fharp and 
piercing by a vaft chain of mountains, which almoft furrounds the county, and 
the top of which is for the much greater part of the year covered 'with fnow. T h e 
foil is various, and almoft in the extremes of good and bad: the weft part is 
heathy, barren, and but thinly inhabited, except the fea coaft and the bank of the 
Conway: the hills upon the eaftern borders of the county look, at a certain dif-
tance, like the battlements or turrets of caftles : and this part is as barren as the j : -
weft, except where it borders the river Dee : but the middle part of the county, 
confifting of a flat country, feventeen miles long from north to fouth, and about 
five miles broad, is one of the molt delightful fpots in Europe: it is extremely 
fruitful, and well inhabited : it is furrounded by high hills, except upon the north, 
where it lies open to the fea, and is called the Vale of Clwyd, from its being wa-
tered by the river of that name. T h e inhabitants of this county in general are 
long lived ; but thofe V a l e Clwyd are remarkable for their vivacity. 

N A T U R A L P R O D U C T I O N S . 

T h e hills and heaths of Denbighfhire feed vaft numbers of goats and fheep, and 
being manured with turf-afhes, they produce plenty of rye: the vallies abound 
with black cattle and corn ; and the county abounds with fifh and fowl, and con-
tains feveral lead mines, that yield plenty of ore, particularly about Wrexham, a 
market town. 

M A N U F A C T U R E S . 

There is a confiderable manufactory of gloves at Denbigh, and another of flan-
nels at Wrexham. 
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C I V I L and E C C L E S I A S T I C A L D I V I S I O N S . 

Denbighshire is divided into twelve hundreds, and contains three market towns. 
It lies in the province of Canterbury, and partly in the diocefe of St. Afaph, and 
partly in that of Bangor; and it is divided into fifty-feven pariihes. 

M A R K E T T O W N S . 

The market towns are Denbigh, Ruthin, and Wrexham. 

DENBIGH was, from its original fituation on a iteep rock, formerly called by 
the Weleh Kledvyrn yn Rhos, the rocky hill in Rhos. The etymology of the name 
Denbigh is not known. The town is governed by two aldermen, a recorder, 
two bailiffs, who are chofen annually out of twenty-five capital burgeffes, a town-
clerk, two ferjeants at mace, and other officers. 

The fituation of the original town of this name being found inconvenient by the 
inhabitants, they abandoned it in the reign of queen Elizabeth, and built the 
prefent town at the bottom of the rock on which the old town flood, near a branch 
of the river Clwyd, called the Iflrod, about two miles weft of that river, with a 
delightful profpedt over the rich vale of Clwyd. It is a handfome, large, popu-
lous town, and by fome efteemed the bed in North Wales. Here is a caftle much 
decayed, and two churches. The town is chiefly inhabited by tanners and glovers, 
and has a good market for corn, cattle, and other provifions j but the ground on 
which it is built abounding with lime-ftone, the water is reckoned unhealthy, and 
the inhabitants feldom live to a great age. 

RUTHIN ftands near the center of the county, at the diftance of 184 miles from 
London, and is a corporation, governed by two aldermen and burgeffes. It is 
large and populous, but has no pariih church, being itfelf part of the pariih of 
Lhan Rudd in its neighbourhood. Here are, however, a good free fchool, and 
an hofpital, both founded by Dr. Goodman, in the reign of queen Elizabeth. 

WREXHAM is diftant from London 167 miles, and is fituated in a good foil, on 
the bank of a fmall ftream, that falls into the Dee. It is by fome perfons reckoned 
a larger town than Denbigh, and is a place of great refort and good accommoda- / 
tion. It is a handfome well built town, with a large church, remarkable for a 
fteeple thought by fome to be one of the fineft in Britain. Here are alfo two large 
meeting.-houfes, and a great market for flannel, which is bought up in vaft quan-
tities, and fent to London, it being a confiderable manufacture in this place, and 
the chief employment of the poor in the neighbourhood. 

C U R I O S I T I E S . 

The defcriptions of this county mention no natural curiofities. 
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A N T I Q U I T I E S . 

Ancient inha* Denbighfhire, under the Romans, was part of the country of the Ordevices, of 
bitants. whom mention has been made in the account of the ifland of Anglefea. Some 

Britons, who were forced out of Scotland, are faid in their turn to have driven the 
Saxons out of this country, and by the affiftance of the Welch, to have poífeífed 
themfelves of all this diftriét, from the river Conway to the Dee. 

A Roman Holt Caftle, upon the river Dee, near Wrexham, is the Leonis Caftrum of an-
imation. c i e n t w riters, near which, on the other fide of the Dee, the Legio Vicefima Vic-

trix kept garrifon. 

Druid m o n u - A m o n g the hills fouth-weft of Ruthin is aplace called Kerig y Drudion, the 
meats. Druidfiones •, and here are ftill to be feen two ftone monuments, fuppofed to have 

been eredted by the ancient Druids: they are called by the Welch Kifiieu Maen, or 
Stone Chejis; and one of them is diftinguíftied from the other by the name of Kar-
cha-x Kynrik Rwth, or Kynrik Rwth's prifon. They ftand north and fouth, at the 
diftance of a furlong one from another ; they are in the form of a cheft, and con-
fift each of feven ftones j of thefe ftones, four which compote the top, bottom, 
and two fides, are above fix feet long, and three broad ; a fifth ftone forms the 
fouth end of the cheft-, at the north end is the entrance, fecured by a fixth ftone, 
which formed the door, and was upon occafion removed; this door-ftone was 
clafped or fattened by a feventh ftone of a vaft weight, which was laid over the 
top ftone, and, when the door was to be faftened, was removed towards the north 
end. Though thefe ftone chefts have given the name of Druid Stones to the place 
where they are found, and though one of them is alfo called Kynrik Rwth's Pri-
fon, yet it is not probable that they were intended for prifons by the Druids, who 
conftrufted them. Kynrik Rwth was a petty tyrant in this neighbourhood, of 
much later times than the Druids; and he thought fit to fhut up fome perfon that 
offended him in one of thefe cells, which gave occafion to call it his prifon •, but 
for what ufe they were firft intended is not conjectured. 

Ancient brafs In well fomewhere in this county, a fmall brafs figure, reprefenting ahuman 
figures. head, was found, together with other figures of the fame fubftance, in imitation 

of fnakes, all hung upon a wire ; but whether Britifh or Roman is not known. 

Arthur's A t Lhanfannan, fouth-weft of Denbigh, there is a cave cut in the fide of a 
tah.e. great rock, which contains twenty-four feats of different dimenfioris, and is known 

by the name of Arthur's round table. 

^ . About a mile from Kerig y Drudion, is a circular ditch and rampart, upwards 
Anciem k u ! " 0 f a n hundred paces in diameter, called Pen y Gaer Vawr. fixations. r J 

In the fame neighbourhood is alfo a fortification of an oval figure, called Kaer 
y Dhynod. It ftands upon the bank of the river Alwen, and has a rampart, con-
iifting of ftone s rudely heaped together, to the perpendicular height of 300 feet on 
the river fide, but fcarce half that height on the other. There is great reafon 

to 
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to believe that this was the camp of king Caratacus, when he fought Oftorius the 
Roman general, as it agrees in.almoft every particular with the defcription given 
by Tacitus of that prince's camp. 

On the other fide of the river Alwen, oppofite to Kaer y Dhynod, is a fteep hill, 
between five and fix hundred feet high, on the top of which is a circular intrench-
ment, much more artificial than Kaer y Dhynod, called Kaer Vorwyn, the Maiden 
Fort. 

In fome places in this county feveral ftone pillars have been found, infcribed Ancient 
with ftrange letters, which fome believe to be the charaders which were ufed by i* "captions, 
the Druids. A t Clocaihog, near Ruthin, a tomb-ftone has been found,, with a 
Roman epitaph; the fpot where this ftone was found is called Bryny Bedheu, or 
the hill of graves : and near it is an artificial hill or tumulus, called Krig Vryn, 
Barrow-hill. 

E C C L E S I A S T I C A L A N T I Q U I T I E S . 

A t De Val le Crucis, or Lhan Egweft, fouth-weft of Wrexham, ^Madoc ap 
Griffith May lor, prince of Powis, about the year 1200, founded a Ciftertian ab-
bey, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, which was endowed on the diifolution with 

- 188 1. 8 s. per annum. 

A t Maynan, not far from Denbigh, king Edward the Firft, in 1283, founded 
an abbey, to which he tranflated the Ciftertian monks of Aberconway, who flou-
rifhed here till the diifolution, when their revenues were valued at 162 1. 15 s. per 
annum. 

A t Ruthin was a chapel dedicated to St. Peter, which John, fon of Reginald de 
Grey, made collegiate in 1310, for feven regular priefts, who, it is thought, con-
tinued here till the general fuppreffion. , -

Here was alfo a cell of Bonhommes, and a houfe of White friars. 

A t the eaft end of the town of Denbigh, was an houfe of White friars, dedicated 
to St. Mary, and founded, according to fome, by John Saliibury, who died in 
1289, but, according to others, by John Sunimore, in 1399. 

T h e pariili church of Wrexham was formerly collegiate, but had no prebenda-
ries. 

In the valley of Clwyd was a monaftery, faid to have been founded by St. Ele-
rius, who lived in the feventh century. 
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M E M B E R S of P A R L I A M E N T for this C O U N T Y , v 

This county fends two members to parliament; one knight of the ihire for the 
county, and one burgefs for the borough of Denbigh, 
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N" A M E . 

f J p H I S county derives its name from Flint, the county town;. 

• 

B O U N D A R I E S , E X T E N T , and S I T U A T I O N . 

Flintihire is bounded by an arm of the Iriih Sea, which forms the great seftir-
ary of the river Dee, on the north ; by part of Denbighfhire on the fouth; by 
Cheihire on the eaft; by Shropihire on the fouth, and by another part of Den-
bighihire and the Iriih Sea on the weft. It is the leaft of all the counties in Wales: 
it extends in length about thirty-three miles, in breadth about eight miles only, 
and is about feventy miles in circumference. Caerwys, a market town, nearly in 
the. middle of it, is about 200 miles north-weft of London.. 

R I V E R S . 
4 

T h e rivers that water this county are the Dee, the Clwyd, the Wheeler*. the 
Sevion, and the Allen. T h e Dee has been defcribed among the rivers of Che-

l , ihire,, 
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Îbire, and the Clwyd among thofe of Denbighihire. The Wheeler rifes not far 
from' Caerwys, and running weftward, falls into the Clwyd almoft oppofite to 
Denbigh. The Sevion rifes on the north fide of Caerwys, and running alfo to ; 

the weftward, falls into the Clwyd a few miles north-weft of the city of St. Afaph. 
The Allen rifes fome miles fouth o f Ruthin, in Denbighihire, and running north 
a few miles, direfts its courfe eaftward, and falls into the river Dee north of 
Wrexham, in Denbighihire. 

A I R , S O I L , and N A T U R A L P R O D U C T I O N S . 

T h e air of this county is cold, but healthy, as appears from the long lives of 
many of the inhabitants. The foil, as it is not fo mountainous , as in moft of the 
other counties of Wales, is more fruitful, yielding fome wheat and great plenty 
of rye, oats, and barley -, the vallies afford pafture for black cattle, which, though 
very fmall, are excellent beef : great quantities of butter and cheefe are made in 
this county, which alfo produces, much honey, from which a liquor is made that 
is called metheglin, frequently drank in this and fome other counties in Wales. 
Flintfhire abounds with all forts of fiih and fowl, but has little or no wood -, it has 
however great plenty of pit coal, and the mountains of this county yield mill-
ftones and lead ore in great abundance. 

> M Â N U F A C T U R E S . i • , ; '• 

i 
This county has no manufacture. 

C I V I L and E C C L E S I A S T I C A L D I V I S I O N S . 

Flintihire is divided into five hundreds, and contains one city and two market 
towns. It lies in the province of Canterbury, and partly in the diocefe of St, 
Afaph, and partly in that of Chefter, and has twenty-eight parifhes. 

C I T Y and M A R K E T T O W N S . 

T h e city is St. Afaph, and the market towns are Caerwys and Flint. 

ST. ASAPH derives its name from St. Afaph, its patron faint, who was the fé-
cond bifhop of its fee. It is called by the Welch Lhan Elwy, from its fituation 
at the influx of the river Elwy into the Clwyd, and is diftant from London 2 12 
miles. It ftands in the rich and pleafant vale of Clwyd, but is a poor city, with 
only a few good houfes. - Here is a cathedral, but that is a mean ftruCture ; and 
there are two bridges, one over the river Clwyd, and the other over the Elwy. 

CAERWYS, or CAERWIS, is a good market town, but contains nothing worthy 
of note. 

FLINT is fo called by a derivation tinknown : it is diftant from London 194 
miles, and was incorporated by king Edward the Firft : it is governed by a mayor 
and burgeifes, and ftands on the aeftuary of the Dee, where it has a fmall har-
bour. Here is a ruinous caftle, built by king Edward the Firft, where the county 
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aflizes are annually held, and in which there is the county gaol. The mayor is 
ftiled governor of the caftle. * 

C U R I O S I T I E S . 

T h e accounts of Flintihire mention no curiofity, except a black fort of (late 
which was found on the finking of fome new coal pits at Leefwood, in the pariih 
of Mold, fouth of Flint, near the bank of the river Allen. Upon thefe flates are 
frequently found the leaves of feveral plants, delineated as exaftly as an impref 
fion of them in plaifter of paris or clay. 

A N T I Q U I T I E S . 

Under the Romans, Flintihire v/as part of the country of the Ordevices, of whom Ancient inhs-
fome account has been given in a defcription of the antiquities of Anglefea. bitants. 

Bod Farri, upon the river Clwyd, fouth-eaft of St. Afaph, is fuppofed to be 
the Varis mentioned by Antoninus : and on the top of a fmall hill, near this 1 ' 5 

place, called Moel y Gaer, the City hill, there is a circular fortification, about 160 
paces in diameter, round which the earth is railed in the manner of a parapet, and 
almoft oppofite to the avenue is a kind of tumulus or artificial mount. 

Near Hope, fouth-eaft of Flint, about the beginning of the laft century, was A Roman hy-
difcovered a Roman hypocauft or hot bath, hewn out of a folid rock. It was Focauii:-
floored with brick, fet in mortar, and roofed with poliihed tvles, perforated in 
many places : the roof was fupported by pillars of brick, and it was furnifhed 
with brick tubes for carrying off the force of the heat. The length of this hy-
pocauft was about eighteen feet, the breadth about fourteen, and the height about 
two j and by an infcription upon fome of the tvles, it appears to have been built 
by the twentieth legion, iurnamed Viftrix, which lay in garrifon at Chefter, near 
this place. 

Upon Moftyn mountain, not far from Caerwys, ftands a ftone pillar or monu- An ar.c'cnt 
ment, on which antiquaries have employed much pains to very little purpofe. The mon|jaieBit' 
pillar is fet in a pedeftal about five feet long, four feet and a half broad, and one 
foot two inches thick it is about thirteen feet high, and eleven feet three inches 
-above the pedeftal two feet four inches broad, and eleven inches thick, and is 
engraved with various figures and characters, which have not yet been decypher-
ed. It is fuppofed to have been put up in memory of fome fignal victory, becaufe 
at y Gorfedheu, in the neighbourhood, are feveral barrows or burying places, 
where vaft quantities of human bones have been dug up ; and the pillar is known 
in the Welch language by the name Maen y Chivyvan, the Stone of Lamentation. 

Rhudlan Caftle, fituated on the river Clwyd, north-weft of St. Afaph, has the Rhucflan 
ruins of a caftle, built by Lhewelyn ap Sitfilht, prince of Wales. A t this place, Caftle. 
though now a mean village, king' Edward the Second, with all his court, fre-
quently fpent the Chriftmas holidays, and fome traces of its having been a con-
fiderable place are ftill remaining. 

A c 
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St. W i n i - A t Holywell, near Caerwys, is a fpring, from which the village took its name, 
fri'd's Well, and which, were we to believe the popiih legends, rofe miraculoufly in memory 

of St. Winifrid, a Chriftian virgin, raviihed and beheaded in this place by a Pa-
o-an tyrant. The fpring is commonly called St. Winifrid's Well, to which many 
miraculous cures have been alcribed by monkifh writers. It iifues out of a rock 
of free-ftone, where the monks of Bafingwerk, in the neighbourhood, cut out a 
neat chapel, and over the well built a fmall church, with St. Winifrid's ftory and 
her pretended reftoration to life by St. Beuno, painted on the giafs windows of 
the chancel •, but this church falling into decay, it was rebuilt in the time of Hen-
ry the Seventh, and is fliil Handing. It is fupported upon ftone pillars, which 
furround the well, and is now converted to a fchool: the well is floored with 
ftone, and the water of it iifues out with fuch a rapid ftream, as to turn feveral 
mills at a very fmall diftance from the fountain. From the rapidity of this ftream, 
fome have conjeftured it to be a fubterranean rivulet which burfts out here and 
from a muddy and bluiih appearance of the water, that it runs_ through a mine of 
lead or tobacco-pipe-clay, though others are of opinion that it runs through an 
iron mine. 

E C C L E S I A S T I C A L A N T I Q U I T I E S. 

A t Bangor, a village in this county, fouth-eaft of Wrexham, in Denbighfhire, 
there was^a monaftery, faid to be as old as the time of the Britifh king Lucius. 
It was certainly in a very flouriihing condition when St. Auguftine arrived in this 
ifland and about the beginning of the feventh century, the religious here were 
fo numerous, that Ethelfrid, king of the Angles, in his wars with the Britons, 
flew near twelve hundred of them, becaufe he was told that they prayed for the 
fuccefs of their countrymen againft him. 

A t St. Afaph, Kentigern, biihop of Glafgow, in Scotland, being driven out of 
that kingdom, about the middle of the fixth century, founded an epifcopal feat 
and monaftery, and became the firft biihop of this fee : but returning foon after-
wards into Scotland, he appointed St. Afaph his fucceffor. From the death of St. 
Afaph in 596, there is no account of the monaftery, and indeed but very little 
account of the bifhops till the year 1143. Upon the general fuppreffion this bi-
fhopric was valued at 2021. 10 s. 6 d. per annum *, and befides the biihop, here 
are a dean, an archdeacon, fix prebendaries, feven canons curfal, four vicars cho-
ral, an organift, four lay clerks, or finging men, four chorifters, and other of-
ficers. 

A t Bafingwerk, Ralph, earl of Chefter, about the year 1 1 3 1 , founded a mo-
naftery, which was probably much improved, and made an abbey of Ciilertian 
monks by king Henry the Second in 1 159. It was dedicated to St. Mary, and 
had revenues valued upon the fuppreflion at 150I. 7 s. 3d . per annum. 

A t Rhudlan Caftle was an houfe of Black friars before the year 1268. 

Near this place was an hofpital as old as the year 1281, being the tenth of 
Edward the Firft. 

M E M -
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M E M B E R S of P A R L I A M E N T for this C O U N T Y . 

This county fends two members to parliament one knight of the ihire for the 
county, and one burgefs for the borough of Flint. 

• -

1?. 448 
-

V O L . lh M m m G L A -
• • -

* 

i 

! 
•skli-. " " - ; - . • 



-! î ~ - ï ï ? , ' f f r - y i j 

" • , V 

.•'.»] j: ' r 

• j J : 

H I • i 

' - • j 

IT-" ' ' ' ' • I ^ 

: : ' • 
-

,:: ,-• - - • -

• f 

11 : "T I - ' 

f ' ^ ' • •• I I ! - ' ' . ' 
Li 

. . . . : ' . ; . - ' 

• -



. ^ : , I 
• • ••• • / - • . • • • - • :rx...... . • „ ' 

• _ . . . . . 

V ' 1 " ' ' - I 

' ' • , ' . I i 

' 2 r • . : V I . v * "> 

"" - - ' : r " ' , . 4 ' • 

• ; '* • - > . „.;' J • ! - . . ' . ' ""V -r" . : .«• j < 

fi S' • r •• - j, t ¿i • 

I • • • ' r ' * • 1 ï> • - » 
- - \ ' -

- ' . ç , : -

I " . 

* 
' ' . . " . : - r i . \ -

• " 

i ' - " I 
' . ¿ i r 

• V : ¡fe tí 
vV, ,, . . . . ' • j 

X> '•>" • I 



Ka ^ «k " ' 
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ • ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ — j n n n n a n i , , 

W i l l ' f e ' m ^ 4 

i b ' ^ r / ? \ I : 

i tí i j ! Sw \ i l J ^ ^ 

v f I » 

: ^ ^ . 1 * * * / 1 
¡I i "'"""" 1 1 ! — — s ^ -t» ^ 1 

— ; ^ > ^ 



' ' ' • 

CL4. M. I.> JTFJF C^L S TJLE . 

•i •• * 

* 

G L A M O R G A N S H I R E . 

N A M E . 

TH E name of this county is a contraAion or variation of the Welch names 
Gwlad Morgan, Morganwg, or Vorganwg, the county of Morgan, Morganw'g, 

or Vorganwg, and it is fuppofed to have been thus called from a prince or abbat 
of the name of Morgan, though fome writers derive the name from the Britifh 
word Mor, the fea, this being a maritime county, waihed on the fouth fide by the 
Severn Sea. 

B O U N D A R I E S , E X T E N T and S I T U A T I O N . , 
.. . - - - - . . . . . . -

Glamorganfhire is bounded by Brecknockihire on the north; by the Severn 
Sea or Briftol Channel on the fouth by Monmouthfhire on the eaft, and by 
Caermarthenihire on the weft. It extends in length from eaft to weft forty-eight 
miles, from north to fouth twenty-feven miles, and is 116 miles in circumfer-

M m m 2 ence. 
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ence. Neath, a market town, near the middle of it, ftands at the diftance of ] 68 
miles weft of London. 

R I V E R S . 

T h e principal rivers of this county are the Rhymny, the Taff , the Ogmore, 
the Avon, the Cledaugh, and the Tavye. T h e Rhymny, or Remney, rifes upon 
the borders of Brecknockfhire, and running fouth-fouth-eaft, and feparating Gla-
morganihire from Monmouthfhire, falls into the mouth of the Severn eaft of Car-
diff, the county town. 

T h e T a f f rifes in Brecknockfhire, fouth of the town of Brecknock, and run-
ning fouth-fouth-eaft, by the city of Llandaff, and the town of Cardiff, falls into 
the mouth o f the Severn about a mile or two fouth-weft of the mouth of the 
Rhymny. 

T h e Ogmore rifes upon the borders of Brecknockfhire, and running fouth, falls 
into the Severn Sea fome miles weft of Cowbridge, a market town. 

T h e Avon rifes in the north part of the county, not far from the fource of the 
Ogmore, and running fouth, falls into the" Severn fea at Aberavon, fouth-eaft of . 
Neath.' T h e ^Cledaugh rifes alfo in the north part of this county, and running 
fouth, falls into the Briftol Channel fouth of Neath. T h e T a v y e rifes at the 
foot of the Black Mountain in Brecknockfhire, and running fouth, falls into the 
fame fea at Swanfey, a market town. 

T h e lefs confiderable rivers of this county are the Elay, the Ewenny, the Neathj, 
the Hepfey, the Melta, the Traugath, the Dulifhe, and the Turch. 

A I R , S O I L , and N A T U R A L P R O D U C T I O N S . 

In the north part of this county, which is mountainous, the air is cold and pierc-
ing but on the fouth fide, towards the fea, which is more level, it is mild and 
pleafant: the foil, on the north fide, is for the greateftpart barren, but between the 
mountains there are fome fruitful vallies, which afford very good pafture, for the 
level part, being more capable of cultivation, produces large crops of corn and re-
markably lweet grafs; and the county in general abounds with fheep and other 
cattle, butter and fifh. T h e fouth part is fo fruitful, pleafant, and populous, 
that it is often called the garden of Wales : the mountains yield coals and lead orev 

M A N U F A C T U R E S . 

Glamorganfhire has. no manufa&ure. 

C I V I L and E C C L E S I A S T I C A L D I V I S I O N S . 
i -

This county is divided into ten hundreds, and contains one city and five mar-
ket towns. It lies in the province of Canterbury, and partly in the diocefe of St. 
David's, and partly in that of Llandaff, and has 118 parifhes, 

C I T Y 
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C I T Y and M A R K E T T O W N S . 

The city is Llandaff, and the market towns are Cardiff, Cowbridge, Neath7 

Penrife, and Swanfey. 

L L A N D A F F derives its name from its fituation, the word Llandaff fignifying a 
church on the river Taff. It is diftant from London 147 miles, and is a mean place 
that contains nothing worthy of notice, except a cathedral, which, though built 
in 1107, is ftill a fine ftructure, and in very good condition. T h e length of this 
church from eaft to weft is 263 feet and an half: the diftance from the weft door 
to the choir is n o feet-, the length from the choir door to the altar is feventy-
five feet; and the diftance from thence to the farther end of a chapel, called St. 
Mary's chapel, is fixty-five feet: the body and fide ifles of this church are fixty-
five feet broad, and the height, from the floor to the top of the compafs work 
of the roof, is alfo fixty-five feet, and to the top of the middle ifle above the pil-
lars, fifty-four feet. There is no crofs ifle in this church, as there is in all the 
other cathedrals in England and Wales, nor is there any middle fteeple, as there 
is in all cathedrals befides, except Bangor and Exeter: there are however at the 
weft front two towers, though not of equal height, nor uniform ftru&ure. T h e 
north-weft tower, in which hang five bells, is the higheft and handfomeft j it is 
105 feet in height, and the other only eighty-five feet: the choir is very neat,, 
though for 700 years before the building of this church, the only cathedral here 
was a mean building, about twenty feet long and ten broad, without either fteeple 
or bells. 

C A R D I F F , or C A E R D I F F , a city on the Taff, was fo called from its fituation upon 
the river T a f f : it is diftant from London 163 miles, and is an ancient corpora-
tion, governed by a conftable, two bailiffs, twelve aldermen, twelve capital bur-
geffes, a fteward, a town clerk, and other officers. A court of record is held 
here every fortnight, of which the bailiffs, who are alfo juftices of the peace, are 
the only judges-, and here the affizes for the county are always held. 

-

It is a pretty large well built town, reckoned the handfomeft in all South Wales. 
Soon after the Norman conqueft it was fortified with walls and a caftle, by Ro-
bert Fitz Haimon, a Norman knight: the caftle is ftill ftanding, and is a large,, 
ftrong, ftately edifice, the conftable of which is always the firft magiftrate of the 
town. Here are two parifhes, but only one church, the other having been ruined 
in the civil wars under Charles the Firft. Here is alfo-a fine bridge over the river 
Taff , a commodious harbour, and a good trade to Briftol and fome other places.. 

COWBRIDGE is diilant from London 175. miles, and ftands upon the bank of 
the Ewenny: the fituation is low but the foil fruitful : it is governed by a bailiff, 
chofen annually, and the quarter feffions for the county are held here. This town 
has a ftone bridge over the river Ewenny, and a harbour for boats. 

N E A T H is fo called by a variation of the Britifh name Nedh, and is an ancient 
town, governed by a portreeve, chofen yearly,, and fworn by the deputy con-
ftable of an old caftle of the fame name, on the oppofite fide of the river Neath, 
over which there is a bridge. This is a pretty large town,, with a haven for fmall 

veffels,, 
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veifels, and a good trade in coals, which are dug in great plenty about the neigh-
bourhood. 

PENRISE, or PENRYSE, is diftant from London 187 miles, and ftands near 
the fea coaft, where it has a harbour for fhips. 

S W A N S E Y , .or S W I N E - S E A , derives its name from th.t porpoifes or fea hogs, which 
are found here in great numbers: it is, from its fituation, called by the Welch 
Jber-Tawi, the mouth of the Tavye, or Tawi, and is diftant from London 202 
miles. It is governed by a portreeve, and is an ancient, large, clean, well built 
town, with an exceeding good harbour, where fometimes an hundred fhips at a 
time come in for coals and culm, which is the duft of the coal, and which, when 
mixed with a third part of mud or flimy dirt, and made up into balls, makes a 
fweet and durable fire, with very little fmoke. This town carries on the greateft 
trade of any town in the county, particularly in coals, there being feveral very 
large and good coal works in the neighbourhood. From this place coals are fent 
to Ireland, and to all the port towns of Somerfetfhire, Devonihire, and Cornwall ; 

and by this trade the town and neighbourhood are rendered wealthy and popu-
lous. 

C U R I O S I T I E S . 

Subterrane Among the curiofities of this county is a promontory near Penrife, which is 
ous noife. the moft wefterly point of Glamorganfhire, and is called Warmfhead-point: it 

ftretches about a mile into the fea, and at half flood, the ifthmus, which joins it 
to the mainland, is overflown fo, that it becomes then a fmall iiland. Towards 
the extremity of this point there is a fmall cleft or crevife in the ground, into 
which if duft or fand be thrown, it will be blown back again into the air ; and 
if a perfon applies his ear to the crevife, he will hear diftinilly a deep noife like 
that of a large pair of bellows. Thefe phenomena are attributed to the undula-
tory motion of the fea under the arched and rocky hollow of this promontory, 
which occafions an alternate infpiration and expiration of the air through the 
cleft. 

A remarkable Ĵ Lt ^ e w t o n > o n north-weft of the mouth of the Ogmore, is a 
ebbing fpring about eighteen feet in circumference, the water of which at high tide finks 
fpring. nearly to the bottom, but when the fea ebbs it riles almoft to the brim. T o ac-

count for this phenomenon, it is fuppofed that at full fea the air in the veins of 
the fpring not being at liberty to circulate, is deprived of its ufual vent, which 
prevents the water from fpringing out; but that the fea retiring from the fhore, 
and thefe veins or natural aqueducts, being freed from fuch obftruftions, the 
water is permitted to iifue through them. 

A N T I Q U I T I E S . 

Anc-entinha- T h i s c o u n t y i n t h e time of the Romans was part of the diftrid inhabited by 
bitants. * the Silures, of whom mention has been made in the account of the antiquities of 

Herefordfhire. 
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A t Caerphilly, north of Llandaff, is a ruinous caftle, thought to be the noblefc Ancient caf-
remains of ancient archite&ure in all Britain. It ftands in a mooriih bottom, near tics, 
the river Rhymny, and has been larger than any caftle in England, except that 
of Windfor. It is thought to have been originally a work of the Romans,. though 
the ruins plainly fhow that it has been at leaft rebuilt fince their time. Some 
think that this place was the BulUum Silurum of the Romans, which the anc'ent 
Britons might call Kaer Vwl, and which being afterwards corrupted firft into Kaer 
Vyl, and then from the genitive cafe BulUi of the Roman name, into Kaer Vily, 
might by an eafy variation make Caerphilly, the prefent name. It muft however 
be obferved, that there is no other reafon but the magnificence of the ftruifture, 
for believing it to have been a Roman work, for no remains of Roman antiquity 
have been difcovered here. 

Amidft the many ftupendous pieces which compofe this vaft pile of ruins, is a 
large tower towards the eaft end, between feventy and eighty feet high, with a 
vaft fiffure from the top almoft to the middle, by which the tower is divided in-
to two feparate leaning parts, 1b that each fide hangs over its bafe in fuch a man-
ner, that it is difficult to fay which is moil likely to fall firft. Its lineal projec-
tion at the top, on the outer fide, is found to be no lefs than ten feet and an half: 
and what renders it ftill the more remarkable is, that it has continued to recline 
from the perpendicular in this manner for many ages pai l ; nor docs it appear from 
hiftory or tradition how or when this rent firft happened. 

T h e hall, or as fome think it, the chapel of this caftle, is about feventy feet 
long, thirty-four feet broad, and feventeen feet high. On the fouth fide there is an 
alcent to this room by a direil flair-cafe, about eight feet wide, the roof of which 
is vaulted and fupported by twenty arches, which rife gradually one above ano-
ther. Oppofite the flair-cafe, on the north fide of the room, there is a chim-
ney about ten feet wide, and on each fide of the chimney are two windows like 
church windows; the fides of thefe windows are adorned with fculptures of leaves 
and fruit. In the walls, on each fide of the room, are feven triangular pillars, 
placed at equal diftances : from the floor to the bottom of the pillars, the height 
is about twelve feet, and each pillar is fupported by three bufts, which vary^al-
ternately from old to young, and from men to women. 

Not very far from Caerphilly caftle, ftands another ruinous caftle, called Llan-. 
blythian Caftle, which was built before the Norman conqueft. 

On a mountain called Kevn Gelhi Gaery near Caerphilly, there is a monument 
called T maen hir; it is a rough ftone pillar, of a quadrangular form, about eight monumc-"t* 
feet high, and ftands clofe to a fmall entrenchment, in the middle of which is a m o n u m e ' 
fquare area, which, from a rude infcription on the pillar, is fuppofed to contain 
the corps of one Tefroiti. 

Boverton, about three miles fouth of Cowbridge, is fuppofed to be the Bovium ^ 
of Antoninus, and Neath to be his Nidum. A t Llanylted, a fmall village ad-
joining to Neath, are ftill to be'Teen the foundations of ancient buildings, and 
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fome ftone monuments, with ancient Britiih carvings and infcriptions. Loghor, 
weft of Swanfey, is the Leucarum mentioned by Antoninus. '' 

Roman coirs. Near St. Donat's Caftle, weft of Boverton, feveral Roman coins have been dug 
up, among which were lbme of the thirty Tyrants, and others of iEmilianus and. 
Marius, which are very fcarce. 

Anient On the top of a hill called Mynydd Margan, near Margan, fouth-eaft of 

mm a men ts Neath, is a ft°ne pillar, four feet high and one foot broad, with the following fe-
' pulchral infcription in a rude charader: B O D V O C V S H I C J A C I T , F I L I V S 

C A T O T I S , I R N I P R O N E P Y S E T E R N A L I V E D O M A V . i. e. Pronepos 
¿eternali in demo. 

By the fide of the high-way, fouth of Margan, is a monumental ftone, about 
four feet long, with this infcription : P V M P E I V S C A R A N T O R I V S . Pumpeius 
is for Pompeius: this is certainly the tomb-ftone of one Pompeius Carantorius, 
though the neighbouring Welch, by adding and altering fome letters, read it 
thus: P V M P . BVS. C A R A ' N T O P I V S , which is interpreted, The five fingers 
of our friend killed us. They call it Bedh Morgan Morganwg, which fignifies the 

fepulchre of Prince Morgan, and believe that a prince Morgan, who was killed 800 
years before the time of our Saviour, and from whom the county took its name, 
lies buried here. 

Near Lhan Gadok, north-eaft of Neath, there is a monument called Maen dau 
Lygad yr ych, confifting of two fmall circular entrenchments, like cock-pits, 
one of which had formerly in the middle of it a rude ftone pillar, about three 
feet high, with an infcription, which is read from the top downwards as follows: 
M A R C I (or M E M O R I S E ) C A R I T I N I F I L I I BERICII . ' 

On a mountain called Kevn-bryn, not far from Swanfey, there is a monu-
ment, confifting of a vaft rude ftone, called Arthur's Stone, fuppofed to weigh 
upwards of twenty tons, and fupported by a circle of fix or feven other ftones, 
each about four feet high. Thefe ftones are all of the mill-ftone kind. 

There are in this county feveral other rude monuments, much of the fame kind, 
which, as they have no infcriptions, and are beyond the reach of hiftory, it is un-
neceffary to mention, 

E C C L E S I A S T I C A L A N T I Q ^ U I T I E S, 

About the year 474, one Cungarus, or Docuinus, as he was alfo called, is faid 
to have built a monaftery for twelve monks or canons, at a place in this county 
which is now unknown. It was dedicated to the Trinity, and endowed by Pau-
lentus, king of Glamorgan. 

A t a place called Llancarvan, about three miles from Cowbridge, St. Cadocus 
is faid to have built a monaftery in the year 500, 

A t 
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A t Llanylted, near Neath, St. Iltutus, in 508, founded a monaftery, which be-
came a feminary of literature as well as religion. 

-

A t Llandaff a bifhopric was ere&ed in the time of St. Dubritius, who died in 
522 ; and the revenues of this bifhopric were valued upon the fuppreflion at 
154!. 14 s. 2d. per annum. T o the cathedral of this place diere now belong a 
biihop, an archdeacon, twelve prebendaries, and two vicars choral. 

A t a place called Ewenny, probably upon the bank of the river of the fame 
name, Sir John Londres built a Benedi£line priory, which was given by Maurice 
de London, in 1 1 4 1 , as a cell to Glocefter abbey. The time of its foundation is 
not known, but it appears to have been dedicated to St. Michael, and valued 
upon the diffolution at 78 1. o s. 8d. per annum. 

A t Morgan, Robert earl of Glocefter, in 1147 founded an abbey for Ciilertian 
monks, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and valued upon the diffolution at 1811. 
7 s. 4d. per annum. 

A t Neath, on the other fide of the river, Richard de Grainville, and Conftance 
his wife, in the reign of king Henry the Firft, built a Ciilertian abbey, in which, 
at the time of the diffolution, were eight monks, who had 1321. 7s. 7d. per 
annum. 

• 

A t Llangenith, not far from Penrife, Roger de Bellomont, earl of Warwick, 
in the time of king Stephen founded a priory, which he annexed to the abbey of 
Taurinus, at Evreux in Normandy. It was dedicated to St. Kenned, and being 
feized as an alien priory, was granted by king Henry the Sixth in 1441, to A l l 
Souls College in Oxford. 

A t Swanfey, Henry de Gower, biihop of St. David's, in 1332 founded an 
hofpital, dedicated to St. David, which was valued upon the fuppreffion a t 2 o l . 
per annum. 

A t Cardiff, Robert earl of Glocefter, who died in 1147, founded a priory. 

A t this place there was alfo a priory of Benedi&ines or Black monks. 

In Crokerton-ftreet in this town, was a houfe of Grey friars, dedicated to St« 
Francis, under the wardenihip of Briftol. 

Here alfo was an houfe of Black friars, and another of White friars, 
1 IB 
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M E M B E R S of P A R L I A M E N T for this C O U N T Y . 

This county fends two members to parliament: one knight of the fliire for the 
county, and one burgefs for the borough of Cardiff. 
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N A M E . 

MERIONETHSHIRE, MERYONYTHSHIRE, OR MEIRIONYDH-

S H I R E , is fo called by a fmall variation of the Welch name Sir Veirionydh, 
the etymology of which is unknown. 

B O U N D A R I E S , E X T E N T and S I T U A T I O N . 

, county is bounded by a part of Denbighfhire, and by Caernarvoníhire, on 
the north ; by another part of Denbighfhire, and by Montgomeryfhire, on the 
eaft ; by Cardiganfhire on the fouth, and by the Iriíh fea on the weft. It_extends 
in length from north to fouth 35 miles, in breadth from eaft to weft 25 miles, and 
is 108 miles in circumference; Dolgelhe, a market town nearly in the middle of 
it, is diftant 1.87 miles almoft north-Veft of London. 

N n n 2 R I V E R S , 
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R I V X E R S. 
•; j 

The principal rivers of this county are the Dyffi, the Avon, the Drwrydh, and 
the Dee. T h e Dyffi rifes among fome very high mountains, which form a chair* 
on the eaftern borders of this county, and are called by fome writers the Alps of 
Wales and, running fouthward into Montgomeryshire, dire els its courfe fouth-
weft ; and leaving that county at Machynleth, a market town, feparates the coun-
ties of Merionyth and Cardigan, and falls into the Iriih fea, fome miles north 
of Aberiftwyth in Cardiganihire. T h e Avon rifes on the eaft fide of a large 
foreft, called Benrofe-wood, fouth-weft of Bala, a market town, and running 
fouth-weft, and paffing by Dolgelhe, falls into the Iriih fea fome miles weft of 
that town. T h e Drwrydh iifues from a lake in the northern extremity of this coun-
ty, near the fource of the river Conway in Caernarvonihire ; and running fouth-
weft, falls into an arm of the Iriih fea, called Traeth Bychan, about four miles 
north of Harlech, the county town. T h e Dee, near its fource, runs through a 
confiderable lake on the fouth fide of Bala, called Lhyn Tigid, or Pimble Meer, 
and, as it is faid, without mixing with it, the fiih, at leaft, of both waters feem 
not to mingle; for though the Dee abounds with falmon, none are ever taken in 
the lake out of the ftream of the river; neither does the Dee carry off the gwini-
ads, a fiih peculiar to this lake, which looks like a whiting, but taftes like a trout. 
T h e Dee has been defcribed among the rivers of Cheihire. T h e waters of Pimble 
Meer are faid to cover 160 acres of ground. 

T h e lefs confiderable rivers of this county are the Defunny, the Skethye, the 
Atro, the Cayne, the Angel, and the Keifilaum. 

A I R , S O I L , and N A T U R A L P R O D U C T I O N S . . 

This being a rocky mountainous country, the air is cold and bleak it is alfo 
reckoned unhealthy, becaufe mixed with the vapours that rife from the Iriih fea, 
which might be ftill more noxious, if the fharp winds, which almoft continually 
blow here, did not prevent them from ftagnating. 

T h e foil is rocky and mountainous, and perhaps the worft in Wales-, it yields 
but very little corn, and the inhabitants live chiefly on butter, cheefe, and other 
preparations of milk, and yet they are ftout and handfome, but reckoned idle and 
incontinent: they apply themfelves almoft wholly to grazing of cattle, for which 
the vallies in this county afford excellent pafture. T h e number of iheep that feed 
upon the mountains is incredible ; and it is faid that Merionythihire feeds more 
iheep than all the reft of Wales. This county is alfo well provided with deer, 
goats, fowl, and all forts of fiih, particularly herrings, which are taken on the 
coaft in great abundance. 

M A N U F A C T U R E S , 

T h e only manufacture of this county is Welch cotton. 

C I V I L 

•j 
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' : " ' r * • - ' i 
C I V I L and E C C L E S I A S T I C A L D I V I S I O N S . 

Menonythfhire is divided into fix hundreds, and contains three market towns. 
It lies in the province of Canterbury, and diocefe of Bangor, and has thirty-feven-
parifhes. 

M A R K E T T O V/ N S. 
i 

The market towns are Bala, Dolgelhe, and Harlech. 
• ' . . - ' ^ . ' ' I 

BALA derives its name from its fituation at the north end of Pimble Meer; for-
the word fignifies a place where a river or brook ijfues out of a lake. It is diftant 
from London 184 miles, and is a corporation that enjoys many immunities ; it is 
governed by bailiffs, but is a mean inconfiderable place. 

D O L G E L H E was fo called, becaufe it was once a zvoody vale for fo the name f i g -
nifies, being compounded of Dol, a dale or valley, and Kelhe, a wood', but at pre-
fent there is not fo much wood in the neighbourhood of this town as formerly. It 
lies upon the fouth bank of the Avon, at the foot of a mountain called Idris,. 
which is fuppofed to be one of the higheft mountains in Britain. The town is 
pretty well provided with inns for the accommodation of travellers,. and has a con-
fiderable manufacture of Welch cottons. 

H A R L E C H is alfo fo called from its fituation, and the name lignifies a pleafant rock,, 
fuch as that on which the town ftands, by the lea-fide; though fome writers de-
rive this name from Ar-lech, on a rock. It is diftant from London 210 miles^ is 
governed by a mayor, and has an old decayed caftle, with a governor and a garri-
fon, for the fecurity of the coaft; and the governor is by patent appointed mayor 
of the town. Here is a good harbour for fhips, though few or no fhips belong to, 
it. The houfes are mean, and the inhabitants few. 

C U R I O S I T I E S , 

In the 
year 1694? the country about Harlech was annoyed above eight months An extraordi-

by a ftrange fiery exhalation; it was feen only in the night, • and confifted of a nary phsno-
li-vid vapour, which arofe from the fea, or feemed to come from Caernarvonfhire, menon. 
crofs a bay of the fea eight or nine miles broad, 011 the weft fide of Harlech. It 
fpread from this bay over the land, and fet fire to all the barns, ftacks of hay and 
corn, in its way: it alfo fo infefted the air, and blafted the grafs and herbage, 
that a great mortality of cattle, iheep and horfes enfued. It proceeded conftantly 
to and from the fame place, in ftormy as well as in calm nights, but more fre-
quently in the winter than in the following fummer. It never fired any thing but 
in the night, and the flames, which were weak, and of a blue colour, did no in-
jury to the inhabitants, who frequently rufhed into the middle of them to fave their, 
hay or corn. 

This vapour was at length extinguiihed by blowing horns, ringing bells, firing 
guns, or putting the air into motion by various other ways, whenever it was feen: 
to approach the fhore.. 

Among 

I 



v M E R I O N Y T H S H I R E . 

Among the feveral conjeftures which have been made concerning the canfe of 
this iurpriiing phenomenon, fome have thought it proceeded from focufts, many 
oi which are faid to have been drowned in the bay, and to have died aihore, about 
two months before; but to this hypothefis it is objected, that no fuch effedt was 
ever known as the confequence of a fwarm of locufts periihing either at fea, or on 
fhore, in places where they have been much more numerous.0 Something like this 
both m appearance and effed, happened fomewhere upon the coaft of France in 
the year 1734. ' 

& S t i C o I n f ° m e p a r t ° f t h i s c o u n t > r t h e r e i s a b ° g g y m o o r i i h ground, called Mownoo- v 

Stratgwyn, near Maes y Pandy, where turfs are cut for f u e l ; and in this plac? a 
wooden coffin was dilcovered about the year 1684, containing a ikeleton of a very 
large f ize: the wood was gilt, and fo well preferved, that part of the o-ildino- re-
mained very freih. This is perhaps the only inilance upon record of an inter-
ment 111 a moor of peat or t u r f a n d yet the bituminous earth of which fuch moors 
con nil, is known by experience to preferve wood better than any other • for trees 

~ a [ e , T e n t l 7 f o u n d i n l t ver>7 f o u n d > though they muft have been buried in times 
that hiftory has not reached. 

A N T I Q U I T I E S . 

Ancient inha- ; ™ s , c o . u n t y > f the time of the Romans, was part of the territory inhabited by 
bitants. t h e yraevices, of whom fome account has been given in the defcription of the an 

tiquities of the county of Anglefea. Giraldus, an ancient writer, calls it the land 
of the Jons of Conan. 

Roman anti- Dolgelhe is fuppofed to have been a Roman ftation, from fome Roman coins 
«iwt.es. which have been dug up in the neighbourhood, two of which were filver and of 

the emperors Trajan and Hadrian. ' 

Harlech is alfo fuppofed to have been a Roman town; and feveral Roman coins 
have at different times been dug up in and near it. 

In a garden near the caftle of Harlech, was found, in 1692, an ancient golden 
torques, weighing about eight ounces, and confifting of a wreathed bar o f - o l d 
or rather three or tour rods twifted together, about four feet long, and hook?d at 
eacn end : whether it was Britifh or Roman cannot be determined, but it feems to 
have been ciefigned for holding a quiver of arrows, or fome fuch ufe. 

A t Feftineog, a village north of Harlech, in the north-weft extremity of this 
county, 1S a ftone cauieway called Sam. Helen, or Hellenes Way, and iuopold to 
have been made by Hellena, the mother of Conftantine the Great. I t T a f f o dif 
ccrnaol, at i e v ^ I other places, particularly at Kraig Verwyn in this com ty where 
it is called Fordhgam Helen Leudhog, or the windlSg road of Hellen the Great and 
in different parts ox Cardiganihire and Glamorganfhire. ' ' 

Nc?arSarn Helen are the remains of a fortification called Kaer Gai, or ¿ j u s ' s 
Caftle, which was built by one Cajus a Roman, of whom the vulgar in thefe parts 
give very romantic accounts. 0 P 
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On a mountain called Mikneint, near Sarn Helen, are feveral ftone monu-
ments., which the inhabitants of the neighbourhood call Bedheu Gwyr Ardudwy, or 
the graves of the men of Ardudwy. Thefe graves are about thirty in number, and 
each about fix feet long, and diftinguifhed by four ftone pillars, one at each cor-
ner : each pillar is between two and three feet high, and nine inches thick each 
way. The tradition is, that thefe are fepulchral monuments of fome perfons of 
note (lain here in a battle betwixt the inhabitants of Dyffryn and Ardudwy in this 
neighbourhood, and the Denbighihire mem 

Near the fame caufeway are feveral other fepulchral monuments 1 and in the year 
1687, the following infcription was copied from a ftone called Bedh Porws, or the 

grave of Porus. F O R I V S H I C IN T V M V L O J A C I T H O M O — 
R I A N V S F V I T ; which infcription is fuppofed to have been the epitaph of 
fome Roman about the fecond or third century. 

A t Bala are three mounds, one of which is called Tommeny Bala, another Bryn-
Ihyfk, and the third M w n w g l y L h y n , which are generally miftaken for fepul-
chral monuments, but in reality were raifedfor watch ftations, when this country 
was the feat of war, at the beginning of the Roman conquefts. 

^ A t Lhan uw Lhyn, not far from Bala, are the ruins of an ancient caftle called 
Caftelh Corndochen, fuppofed to have been a Roman work. 

About two miles from Harlech is a remarkable monument called Koeten Ar- Br-tifh t-
thur, confifting of a large oval ftone table, about nine feet long and feven broad ; q u i t U ^ " 
it lies Hoping on three ftone fupporters, two of which are near eight feet hio-h, 
but the height of the third does not exceed three feet. 

In the year 1688, about fifty weapons of eaft brafs were found in a rock known 
by the name of Katreg Dhiwin, near a village in this county called Bethkelert. 
Thefe weapons were of different forms and fizes ; fome of them were two feet 
long, others not more than twelve inches; fome of them were flat, and others 
quadrangular: it is faid that fome of them were gilt, but the handles, which are 
fuppofed to have been of wood, were all wafted, though in a few of them the two 
i>rafs nails that fattened them remained, being headed or riveted on each fide. 

E C C L E S I A S T I C A L A N T I Q ^ U I T I E S. I 

There feems to have been but one religious houfe in this county, and that was 
in a place called Kinner, Kinmer, and Cumner: it was a Ciftertian abbey, found-
ed by Lewelline, the fon of Gervafe, about the year 1200. It was dedicated to 
.St. Mary, and had yearly revenues valued upon the fuppreffion at 5 1 1 . 13 s. 4 d, 
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M E M B E R S of P A R L I A M E N T for this C O U N T Y . 

Merionythfhire fends but one member to parliament, who is the knight of the 
fhire for the county. 
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M O N T G O M E R Y S H I R E . 

N A M E . 

4 J 
r j y H I S county derives its name from Montgomery, the county town» 

- ' 11 
B O U N D A R I E S , E X T E N T and S I T U A T I O N * 

Montgomeryfhire is bounded by Denbighihire on the north, by Cardiganihire 
and Radnorihire on the fouth, by Shropihire on the eaft, and by Merionythihire 
on the weft. It extends in length, from eaft to weft, thirty miles, from north to 
fouth twenty-five miles, and is ninety-four miles in circumference. Montgomery, 
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which is nearly in the middle, Hands at the diftance of 158 miles north-weft o f 
London. 

R. I V E R S. 

The principal rivers of this county are the Severn,, the Tanat, and the Turoh.-
The Severn, which has been defcri bed among, the rivers of Glocefter ill ire, becomes" 
navigable at Welch-pool, a market town of this county, after having been joined 
by twelve rivers, in a paifage of twenty miles from its fource. The Tanat, or 
Tanot, rifes in the north-weft part of the county, not very far weft of Llanvillino-, 
a market town, and running eaftward, falls into the Severn near the place where Vt 
enters the county of Salop. The Turgh rifes in the weftern part of this county 
and running north-eaft, and being joined by the Warway, falls into the. Tanat. 
north-eaft of Llanvillino-. 

The lefs confiderable rivers of this county are the Riader,. the Vurnwey, the 
Rue, the Bechan, the Haves, the Carno, and theDunsum. 

o 

A I R , S O I L , and N A T U R A L P R O D U C T I O N S 

The air of this county is iharp and cold on the mountains, but healthy and 
pleafant in the vallies. T h e northern and weftern parts being mountainous the 
foil is ftony, and confequently fterile, except in. the intermediate vallies, which'yield 
corn, and abounc^in pafture 5 but the fouthern and eaftern parts confiftine chiefly 
of a pleafant vale along the banks of the Severn, are exceeding fruitful T h e 
breed of black cattle and horfes here is remarkably larger than that in the neigh 
bounng Welch counties, and the horfes of Montgomeryfhire are much valued all 
over England. This county abounds alfo with hih and'fowl; and here ¡re fome 
mines of lead and copper, particularly in the neighbourhood of Llanidlos a mar-
ket town. 5 

. 
P 

M A N U F A C T U R E S . 
• > V !i . f 1 m . ' -

A t Welch-pool, is a confiderable manufacture of flannel. 

i l l 
C I V I L and E C C L E S I A S T I C A L D I V I S I O N S . 

This county is divided into feven hundreds,. and contains- five market towns 
which are all boroughs, and jointly fend one member to parliament It lies in the 
province of Canterbury, and the diocefes partly of St.. Afaph, Bangor, and Here -
ford, and has forty-feven parifhes. 

-

M A R K E T T O W N S . 

• w l k h - p o o L e t t 0 W n S a r e L l a n i d I o s > Llanvittingjf Machynleth, Montgomery, and 

L L A N I D L O S 9 
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L L A N I D L O S , or L L A N Y D L O S , lies upon the eaftern bank of the Severn, not far 
from its fpring, at the diftance of 158 miles from London, and has nothing 
worthy or note. & 

. L L A N V I L L I N O or L L A N V Y L L Y N , is diftant from London 1 ¿ 6 miles, and was 
incorporated in the time of king Edward the Second, by Llewellin ap Griffith It 
is governed at prefent by two bailiffs, to whom king Charles the Second, amon. 
other privileges, granted the honour and authority of juftices of the peace Within 
the corporation during the time of their office, which lafts for one year This 
town lies in a dirty flat, but is pretty well built, is of fome note, and has a good 
market for cattle, corn and wool. 8 

I' d ; f t a ^ f r o ™ ^ o n d o n miles, and is an ancient town, fitua-
ted on the eaftern bank of the Dyffi, over which it has a good ftone bridge. 

M O N T G O M E R Y derives its name from Roger de Montgomery, earl of Shrews-
bury, who, foon after the Conqueft, built a caftle here, which is now ruinou , 
having been in a great meafure demolifhed in the civil wars of Charles the Firft 
It was made a borough by king Henry the Third, and is governed by two bailiffs' 
coroners burgeifes and other officers. It ftands in a he&thy air, on the eafy ¿ 
cent of a rocky hill with a pleafant vale underneath, through which the Severn 
Tuns. It is a large handfome town, and was formerly walled round. The build-
ings in general are but indifferent, 'except a few new houfes, belonging to confi-
derable families, Here is a gaol, which was rebuilt not many years ago. 

W E L C H - P O O L is diftant from London 1 5 3 miles, and is a corporation, governed 
by bailiffs and other officers. It ftands on the fide of a lake, in a fruitful vale 
and is a large well built town, with a good manufacture of flannel. 

P , l a c e f a n a n c i e n t b u i l d i n S > which the Welch 
call Kaftelh Loch, or the red caftle, from the reddiih ftones of which it is built. 

C U R I O S I T I E S . 

The defcriptions of this county mention no natural curiofity. 

A N T I Q U I T I E S . 

Under the Romans this county was part of the territories of the Ordevices of A • • . 
whom fome account has been given in the d e f e c t i o n of the antiquities of An- b S . " " 

Maíhynleth, it is fuppofed, was the Maglona of the Romans, where, in the Roman anti 
time of the emperor Honotius, the band of the Solenfes were ftat oned, to c h e c k S 
the mountaineers. ' u 
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468 M O N T G O M E R Y S H I R E . 

A t Kevn Kaer, near Machynleth, are confiderable ruins of a large fortification* 
and the foundations of many houfes: a variety of Roman antiquities has alfo 
been dug up here, and among others feveral Roman coins, fome of which are fil-
ver, of the emperors Auguftus and Tiberius. A gold chain about four inches 
long, a wrought fapphire, and a very large brafs cauldron, were likewife found 
here, with feveral pieces of lead, and glaifes in the form of hoops, curiouily cut, 
and of various fizes and colours. 

/ 

Caerfws, on the bank of the Severn, not far from Llanidlos, was anciently a 
town of confiderable extent, and is fuppofed to have been of Roman foundation i 
the traces of ilreets, lanes, and fortifications, are ftill vifible. Hewn ftones, and 
Roman bricks, are frequently dug up, and in the neighbourhood are three en-
trenchments, with a very large mount or barrow. 

Meivod, an inconfiderable village fouth of Llanvilling, is generally fuppofed to 
have been the Mediolanum, celebrated by Antoninus and Ptolemy and many in-
conteftible marks of its antiquity have been difcovered in the village and adja-
cent fields. But fome authors, overlooking Meivod, have endeavoured to fix 
the ancient Mediolanum at Llanvilling, where many Roman coins have been 
found. 

A royal feat. Mathraval, a hamlet confifting at prefent of no more than a fingle farm houfe, 
near Meivod, was anciently the royal feat of the princes of Powis-land, an ancient 
divifion of this county. 

S ,. . , . " I 1 

E C C L E S I A S T I C A L A N T I Q ^ U I T I E S. 

There were in this county only two monafteries, one of which was a Ciiler-
tian abbey, at a place formerly called Y'ftrat Marchel. It was founded in the 
year 1170, by Owen Keveliog, or his brother Madoc, fons of Griffith, dedi-
cated to the Virgin Mary, and endowed, upon the fuppreffion, with 641. 14 s, 
2 d. per annum. 

The other religious houfe was a nunnery of the Ciilertian order, founded 
at Llanlegan, not far from Montgomery, before the year 1239, and valued upon 
the fuppreffion at 221. 14 s. 8 d. per annum. 
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M E M B E R S of P A R L I A M E N T for this C O U N T Y . 

This county fends two members to parliament: one knight of the fhire for the 
county, and one burgefs for Montgomery, jointly with the other boroughs. 
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P E M B P. o K E S M I R E . 

n a m e . 

j p E M B R O K E S H I R E takes its name from Pembroke the county town; 

1 v * — 

B O U N D A R I E S , E X T E N T , and S I T U A T I O N . . 

This county is the fouth-weft extremity of Wales, and is bounded on the eaft 
by Caermarthenihire, on the north-eaft Ijy Cardiganihire, and on all other fides 
by the Iriih fea. It extends in length from north to fouth twenty-fix miles, from 
eaft to weft twenty miles, and is about ninety-three miles in circumference. Ha-
verford Weft,- a confiderable borough town near the middle of the county, ftands 
at the diftance of 254 miles nearly weft of London.. 

R I V E R S . 

The principal rivers of this county are the Teivy, the Clethy, and the D o u -
gledye. The Teivy is a river of Caermarthenihire, and has been defcribed among 
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the rivers of that county. The name of the Clethy is a corruption of the ancient 
Bntiih name Gledheu, a Swcrd. This river rifes at the foot of a hill called Vrenny-
vavvr, fome miles eaft of Newport, a market town, and running fouth, falls into 
the mouth or the Dougledye, at its conflux with a bay of the fea near Pembroke 
called by the Englifh Milford Haven, but by the Welch Aber-dau Gledheu, or the 
Haven of two ¡words. The name of the Dougledye is alfo a corruption of the ori-
ginal Britifh name Dan Gledheu, two [words. It rifes fome miles north-eaft of the 
city of St. David's, and running fouth-eaft, and paffing by Haverford-Weft 
falls with the river Clethy into Milford Haven, as mentioned already. 

The lefs confiderable rivers of this, county are the Gwaine and the Nevern. 

A I R , S O I L , and N A T U R A L P R O D U C T I O N S . 

The air of this county is more healthy than is common to places fo much ex-
pofed to the fea. The foil is fertile • for here are but few mountains, and thefe 
he chiefly in the north-eaft part of the county, and yield good pafture for cattle 
and fheep: towards the fea-coaft there is plenty of good corn and rich meadows. 
T h e county abounds with cattle, fheep, goats, and wild fowl of various kindsj 
fome of which are feldom feen in any other part of Britain, and among which are' 
the falcons called peregrins, the puffins, and the Harry birds. It is well fup-
plied with fifh of all kinds; and among the rocks, upon fome parts of this coaft, is 
found that iort of fea-weed called laver, mentioned among the natural produ&ions 
of Somerfetfhire. Great plenty of pit-coal is found here, and culm. 

M A N U F A C T U R E S , 

Pembrokefhire has no manufacture. 

C I V I L and E C C L E S I A S T I C A L D I V I S I O N S . 

This county is divided into feven hundreds, and contains one city and feven 
market towns. It lies in the province of Canterbury, and the diocefe of St Da-
vid s, and has 145 parifhes. 

C I T Y and M A R K E T T O W N S. 

The city is St. David's, and the market towns are Fifhgard, Haverford-Weft 
Killgarnng, Newport, Pembroke, Tenby, and Whifton. ' 

St, D A V I D ' S derives its name from a cathedral built here, and dedicated to St 
David and St. Andrew. St. David eredted it into an epifcopal fee in the reiffrTof 
king Arthur, and was its firft biihop. • - 6 

This city is diftant from London 2 68 miles, and is fituated about a mile from 
the extremity of a large naked promontory, which proje&s with a very high front 
into the Infh fea is the moil wefterly point of Wales, and is, from this city, cal- -
led St. Davids Head. St. David's appears to have been anciently a confiderable 
City, but from its wild, barren, and unhealthy fituation, it is fo deferted, that 

here j ' J 
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here is neither market or fair: yet it is ftill the fee of a bifhop, who has a palace 
m i t much out of repair. Here alfo is a cathedral, which is a venerable old 
ftrudure, having been built in the reign of king John. It is 300 feet in length! 
the diftance from the weft door to the entrance of the choir is 124 feet from the 
choir to the altar is 80 f e e t ; the breadth of the body of the fide ifles is 72 feet 
that of the weft front is 76 feet ; and the length of the great crofs ifle, from north 
to fouth, is 130 f e e t ; t h e height of the middle ifle, to the vaulting is 54 feet 
and over the middle of the church is a tower 127 feet high. The weft end of this 
church is in tolerable good repair, but the eaft end has fuffered much from time 
and negleft, the roof being quite fallen in. Here is nothing elfe worthy of note. 

From the extremity of St. David's Head, the coaft of Ireland, though near forty 
miles diftant, may be difcerned in a clear day; and in the fea, right before this 
promontory, are five or fix rocks, called the Biihop and his Clerks, which are 
much dreaded by failors, and upon which many fhips have been wrecked And 
about a league fouth-eaft of the Biihop and his Clerks, and feparated by a narrow 
frith from St. David's Head, is an ifland called Ramfey Ifland. Though now the 
great ferry between South Britain and Ireland is at Holyhead in the&county of 
Anglefea, it was formerly at this place, from which the paffage between the two 
kingdoms is not only fhorter, but fafer and more convenient, for perfons who are 
to tranfad bufinefs on the coaft only. 

F I S H G A R D , o r F i s c A R D , derives its name from a fifhery, probably of herrino-s 
at this place. It is called by the Welch Aber Gwaine, or the mouth of the Gwaine] 
from its fituation at the influx of the river Gwaine into the fea. It is diftant from 
London 199 miles, and is governed by a mayor, bailiffs, and other officers. It 
ftands at the foot of a hill or cliff, and has a good harbour, and a trade in her-
rings. 

. H A V E R F O R D , or H A V E R F O R D - W E S T , is an incorporated town and county of 
itfelf, governed by a mayor, a fheriff, a town-clerk, two bailiffs, ferjeants a t 

mace, and other officers. T h e mayor of the town is admiral, coroner, efcheator 
and clerk of the markets, within its precinds. ' 

This town is fituated on the fide of a hill, which forms part of the weft bank of 
the river Dougledye, and is a very neat, well built, populous dace. It was for-
merly fortified with a rampart, and a ftrong caftle; but the fortifications were de-
mohfhed in the civil wars under Charles the Firft. There are three pariih churches 
within the town, and there is one in the fuburbs. St. Mary's church in the town 
is a very neat building, with a curious fpire. This town has a good free fchool, 
a charity fchool for boys and girls, and an almshoufe for poor people. Here is the 
county gaol, a commodious key for fhips of burden, and a cuftom-houfe, with a 
fine ftone bridge over the Dougledye. It is a rich trading town, and the town 
and neighbourhood abound with gentry, who render it one of the politeft parts in 
Wales. 1 

K I L L G A R R I N C , or K I L G A R R A N , is diftant from London 1 8 9 miles, and is gc-
verned by a portreeve and bailiffs. It ftands upon the north bank of the Teivy, 
and had formerly a caftle, which is now in ruins. It is a long town, confifting 
chiefly of .one ftreet, and has a harbour for boats, with a falmonliihery. 

V O L . I I . 4 P p p N E W P O R T 
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N E W P O R T is diftant from London 200 miles, and is a corporation, governed by 
a portreeve and a bailiff. It ftands at the mouth of the Nevern, and is a large 
town, but the buildings are mean. Here is however a handfome church, and a 
good harbour, with fome trade to Ireland : notwithftanding which, it is a poor 
place, and is chiefly fupported by paifengers to and from Ireland. 

P E M B R O K E , or P E M B R O K E , derives its name from the ancient Britifh word 
Penvro, a cape or promontory, fuch as that on which this town is fituated, upon the 
mnermoft or eaftern creek of Milford Haven, which dividing here into two fmall 
brancnes, one of them runs up upon the north, and the other upon the fouth fide 
of the town, like two fmall rivers, over each of which there is a handfome bridge. 
This town is diftant from London 254 miles, and is a corporation, governed by 
a mayor, bailiffs, aldermen, and burgeffes. 

Pembroke is a town faid to be the moft pleafantly fituated in all Wales. It was 
fortified by a caftle and walls; the caftle was built by Arnulph de Montgomery, 
brother to the earl of Shrewibury, in the reign of king Henry the Firft, but is 
now much decayed : part of the walls is ftill ftanding; they have three gates, and 
were formerly fortified with feveral towers. Here are many good houles, and a 
cuftom-houfe. The town is well inhabited; and among the inhabitants are feve-
ral merchants, who, favoured by the fituation of the place, employ near 200 fail 
on their own account; fo that Pembroke, next to Caermarthen, is the lar<*eft and 
richeft town in South Wales. 0 

Milford Haven is by much the beft harbour in Britain, and it is as fafe and as 
fpacious as any in Europe. It has fixteen creeks, five bays, and thirteen roads, 
diftinguifhed by feveral names, in which, it is faid, a thoufand fail of fhips may ride 
in perred fecurity ; nor is there any danger in failing in or out of it with the tide, ei-
ther by night or by day, from whatever point the wind may happen to blow • 'and 
if a ihip in diftrefs comes in without either anchor or cable, ihe may run afhore on 
foft ooze, and there lie fafe till ihe is refitted. T h e fpring tide rifes in this har-
bour thirty-fix feet, and the neap tide above twenty-fix feet, fo that fhips may be 
laid afhore at any time. But the great excellency and utility of this harbour is 
that in an hour's time a ihip may be in or out of it, and in the fair way between 
the Land's-end and Ireland. A s it lies near the mouth of the Severn, a ihip in 
eight or ten hours may be over on the coaft of Ireland, or off the Land's-end in the 
Enghih channel; and a veifel may get out of this place to the weft much fooner ' 

than from Plymouth or Falmouth. 

The entrance into this harbour is eafily known by three iilands, which lie to 
the north-weft, all in fight, called Scookham, Scawmore, and Greiholme and 
alfo by an iiland to the fouth-eaft, called L u n d y : there is alfo a fmall iiland called 
Sheep-ifland, juft at the entrance, on the eaft fide; and another iiland within the 
entrance, called Rat-iiland. It is alfo known by an old light-houfe tower upon 
the weft fide of the entrance, and by two old block-houfes, or forts, on the cliffs 
one on each fide of it. ' 

T E N R Y O F T E N B I G H , is diftant from London 208 miles, and is governed by a 
mayor and a bailiff It was formerly fortified with walls and a caftle, which are ^ 
now both decayed. It is, however, ftill a neat town, and, except Pembroke^ 
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the moil agreeable on all the fea coail of South Wales. It has a good road for 
Slipping, a commodious key, a large fifhery of herring in the feafon, and carries 
on a confiderable trade to Ireland, particularly in coals. 

W H I S T O N , or W I S T O N , is diilant from London 1 9 1 miles, and is governed by 
a mayor and bailiffs, but is a mean place, that contains nothing worthy of note, 

C U R I O S I T I E S . 

Among the curiofities of this county is reckoned a vault, called the Wogan, uiv Remarkable 
der Pembroke Caftle, remarkable for a very fine echo. echo. 

On a cliff which hangs over the fea, about half a mile from the city of St. Da- A rocking 

vid's, is a ftone, fo large that it is fuppofed to exceed the draught of an hundred ftone. 

oxen: it is called by the Welch, Y Maen Sigl, or the Rocking Stone, from its hav-
ing been mounted up about three feet high upon other ftones, in fuch an equili-
brium, that a flight touch would rock it from one fide to the other-, but the par-
liament foldiers, in the civil wars under Charles the Firft, regarding this ftone as 
the objeft of a fuperftitious tradition, deftroyed its equipoife, fo that it is at pre-
fent immoveable. 

T h e fea fand in feveral parts on the coaft of this county, having at different Foreits fwal-
times been wafhed away, by a long continuation of violent ftormy weather, dif- lowed up by 
covered very large trees, fome of which, having been felled, lay at full length, t h e f£a> 

while the trunks of others flood upright in their native places. Thefe trees lay 
fo thick, and were in fuch quantities, that the fhore for a confiderable fpace ap-
peared like a foreft cut down. The marks of the ax were as plain in the trees^ 
as if they had been but juft felled, but the wood was become as hard and black 
as ebony. It appears therefore, that great part of the coaft of this county was 
anciently a foreft, upon which the fea broke in. One of the places in which fuch 
difcoveries have been made, was about St. David's Head, in the reign of king 
Henry the Second, and another was upon the coaft near Tenby, about the end 
of the reign of queen Elizabeth. 

. ' > 

The rocks off St. David's Head, called the Biihop and his Clerks, are once or Migration of 
twice a-year the refort of great Rights of feveral forts of birds, among which are feveral forts 

the Eligug, Razor-bill, Puffin, and Harry bird. They vifit thefe rocks commonly o f bird*. 
about Chriftmas, and flay a week or more; and they return again in April", 
about the time of incubation, and leave the rocks before Auguft. It is remark-
able that thele birds conftantly come to the rocks and leave them in the night; 
for in the evening, when they are about to depart, the rocks fliall be covered 
with them, and in the morning not a bird to be feen : on the other hand, at the 
feafon when they return, not a bird fhall appear in the evening, and the next 
morning the rocks fhall be full of them. Some of thefe birds hatch their eggs 
upon the bare rocks* without any neft, and fome hatch them in holes like rab-
bit holes. 

Near Stackpool Boflier, upon the fea coaft, not far from Pembroke, is a pool Boilierfom 
or pit of water, called Bofherfton Meer, fo deep that it could never be founded £ Meer. 
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yet before a ftorm it is faid to bubble, foam, and make a noife fo loud as to be 
heard at the diftance of ten miles. It is fuppofed to have a fubterraneous com-
munication with the fea. 

Salmon leap- . A t Killgarring is a fteep: catarad of the. 'river Teivy, called the Salmon Leap*, 
ang up a pre- f r q m the admirable dexterity of that fiih in leaping over the catarad. When a 
"'P!Ce* falmon, in its way up the river from the lea, arrives at this catarad, it forms it-

felf into a curve by bending its tail to its-mouthy and fometimes, in order to. 
mount with the greater velocity, by holding its tail between its teeth, then dif-
engaging itfelf fuddenly, like an. elaftic fpiral. violently reiieded, itfprings over 
the precipice. 

Am^ing in- St. David,, the tutelar faint of Wales, who died in 642, and is fuppofed to> 
fiance of Ion- k e buried in the cathedral which he founded, and which was afterwards dedicated 

to him, is faid to have lived to the age of 146 years, fixty-five of which he was 
biihop of Menevia, afterwards called. St. Davidls. H e is thought to have been 
uncle to king Arthur, 

A. N X I Q^ U I T I: E a . 

Aticient inha- This county, under the Romans, was part of the territories of the Dimetse, of 
bitants. whom mention has been made among the antiquities of Caermarthenihire.. 

A confiderable trad of Pembrokefhire, confifting of the country which lies weft, 
of Milford-haven, and between that bay and the Iriih Sea, is called by the Welch. 
Rhos, which fignifies a large green field. King Henry the Firft fettled in this dif-
trid a colony of Flemings,, who came over into England upon an inundation of 
the fea, which drowned a confiderable part of the Low Countries. Thefe Fle-
mings, being a warlike people, and proving very faithful to the crown of Eng-
land, were a great check upon the Welch, who often attempted to turn them, 
out and recover their country, but without fiiccefs, for the Flemings maintained! 
their ground ; and Rhos is at this day inhabited by their defc.endants, whofe l a n -
guage and cuftoms ftill differ from thofe of the Welch, 

A Roman St. David's. Head is the. Odopitarum.mentioned by Ptolemy.. 
town 

Ancient fe- A t Nevern,, near Newport, is a church, and in the church-yard' a rude ftone^, 
pulchral mo- about two yards high, pitched upon one end, with an infcription, which is fup-
Bumentsand p o f c c j t o be the epitaph of a Roman foldier, and is read thus.: V I T E L L I A N I " 
Infcriptions. ¿ M E R I T I , ' ' 

« 

In .this church-yard .is another ftone monument, and a third in the church, , 
.each of which.is infcribed .with obfcure antique charaders, that have not yet been ,, 
ctecyphered. 

A t St. Dogmael, near Killgarring, was an abbey, among the ruins of which a„ 
ftone was found, with this infcription.: S A R S A N I F I L I C V N O T A M I . 

In this county are ftill'to be feen feveral ancient tumuli or barrows ; ,and not-
far from Newport are-four barrows, called Krigeu Kemaes, or the Barrows of Kem-
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P E M B R O K E S H I R E . . 
etes, one of which having been opened, there were found in it five urns, contain-
ing burnt bones and aihes. 

There are in this county feveral. rude ftone monuments,- fuch as that defcribed 
among the antiquities of Caermarthenfhire, under the name of Meineu gwyr, and 
that in Glamorganfnire, called Karn Lhechart; but the moft remarkable monu-
ment of this kind in Pembrokefhire, is one called y Gromlech, near Pentre Evan, 
in the pariih of Nevern : it confifts of a circle of rough ftones, pitched on one 
end, about 1.50 feet in circumference, in the middle of which is a large rude 
ftone, about eighteen feet in length, nine in breadth, and three feet thick, fup-
ported on eight ftone pillars, about eight feet high. A portion of this ftone, 
about ten feet long and five broad, is broken off, and lies by the fide of it, and 
under it the ground is. neatly paved with flag ftones. 

In the fame pariih is another large ftone, called Lech y Brybedhi or the Altar 
Stone. It is of an oval form, about thirty-fix feet in circumference, and a foot 
and an half thick at one end, though fcarcely four inches at the other, and is 
fupported by four ftones, each of which is about two feet hio-h. 

Near Newport there are five fuch ftone tables or altars, placed near each other, 
each of which is fuppofed by fome writers to have been enclofed in a circle of 
ftone pillars; thefe however are not fupported with pillars, but with ftones placed, 
edgewife. 

Near Tenby ftands a ruinous caftle, called Manober Caftle, which was built 
foon after the Norman conqueft. 

E C C L E S I A S T I C A L A N T I Q U I T I E S. -

A t a place anciently called Vallis Rofina,' fuppofed to be fituated near Mene-
via, now called St. David's, St. David, foon after the year 519, built a monaft 
tery for monks, whom he required to fupport themfelves with the labour of their 
hands, and yet to fpend a confiderable part of every day in prayer, reading, and 
facred meditations; 

St. Patrick is faid to have founded a monaftery at Menevia,;) and to have dedi-
cated it to St; Andrew, about the year 470. 

Hither St. David tranfiated the archbifhoprrc o f Wales from Caerleon about 
the year 577, and here he built a cathedral, which was dedicated to him after 
his death, and from which the city took its prefent name. This fee enjoyed the 
archbifhopric till about the year 930, when archbifhop Sampfon withdrawinV from 
his province on account of a peftilential diftemper, which then raged here, car-
ried the pall with him to Dole in Brittany : but the archbifhops of this fee are laid 
to have conlecrated the Welch bifhops, and - to have been primates of Wales till 
the time of king Henry the Firft; when Bernard, a Norman, being made arch* 
biihop of it, profeffed fubjedtion to the archbifhop of Canterbury as his metro-
politan. This biihopric was valued upon the fuppreflion at 4261.- 2,s. 1 d; per 
annum-. There is no dean belonging to the cathedral of this place ; but here is ai 
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precentor, who has the place and power of a dean, a chancellor, a treafurer, four 
archdeacons, nineteen prebendaries, eight vicars choral, four chorifters, and other 
officers. 

i "i. " H IM. • \ - r ' . s . v ; ( . 
Here John duke of Lancafter, and Blanch his wife, and Adam Hutton, bifhop 

of St. David^s, in 1365 founded a college for a mailer and feven priefts, dedi-
cated to St. Mary, which was endowed upon the diffolution with n i l . 16s. 4d. 
per annum. 

A t St. Dogmael, Martin of Tours, about the time of king William the Con-
queror, founded an abbey, which was dedicated to St. Mary, and endowed upon 
the fuppreffion with 961. os. 2d. per annum. 

A t Pembroke, Arnulph, earl of Pembroke, in 1098 founded a Benedi&ine 
priory, fubordinate to the abbey of St. Martin at Sayes in Normandy. It was 
dedicated to St. Nicholas, and about the twenty-fixth year of the reign of Henry 
the Sixth, was made a cell to the abbey of St. Albans in Hertfordfhire, and va-
lued upon the fuppreffion at 113I. 2 s. 6 d. per annum. 

Near this town was an hofpital, dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen, valued upon 
the fuppreffion at only 11. 6 s. 8 d. per annum. 

Without the town of Haverford-Weft, Robert de Haverford Weft, lord of this 
place, about the year 1200, founded a priory of Black canons, dedicated to St. Mary 
and St. Thomas the Martyr, which was valued upon the diffolution at 1331. 
n s . i d . per annum. 

Without this town was alfo an houfe of Black friars. 

A t Pyllos, upon the north fide of Milford Haven, fouth of Haverford, Adam 
de Rupe, about the year 1200, founded a priory, and placed monks in it of the 
order of Tyron but thefe monks in time forfook that ftrid difcipline, and be-
came common Benedidines. This houfe was dedicated to St. Mary and St. Bu-
doc, and is faid to have been fubordinate to the abbey of St. Dogrnael. It was 
valued upon the fuppreffion at 671. 15 s. 3 d. per annum. 

A t Caldey, a fmall iiland fouth of Tenby, the mother of Robert Fitz-Martin 
founded a priory, fubordinate to the abbey of St. Dogmael, which was valued 
upon the diifolution at 5I. 10 s. 11 d. per annum. 

A t Slebech* north-eaft of Flaverford-Weft, W i z o and Walter his fon, founded 
a preceptory of the knights of St. John of Jerufalem, before the year 1301, 
which was endowed at the diffolution with 2111. 9 s. 11 d. per annum. 

A t Tenby was an hofpital or lazar-houfe, dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen, 
and endowed on the fuppreffion with 21. per annum. 

A t Newport was an houfe of Auguftine friars. 
M E M -
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M E M B E R S of P A R L I A M E N T for this C O U N T Y . 

This county fends three members to parliament; one knight of the iliire for 
the county, one burgefs for the borough of Pembroke, and another for the bo? 
rough of Haverford-Weit. 
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N A M E. 

r f ~ M 3 I S c o u n t y derives its name from Radnor, the county town. 

1 * ' ; 

B O U N D A R I E S , E X T E N T , and S I T U A T I O N. 

Tt is bounded by Montgomeryihire on the north by Brecknockfhire. on the j 
fouth • by Cardiganihire on the weft, and by Shropihire and Herefordihire on the 
eaft ' i t extends in length, from eaft to weft, twenty-four miles, from north to 
fouth twenty-two miles, and is about ninety miles in circumference. Radnor, 
the county town, ftands at the diftance of 151 miles weft-north-weft of Lon-
don. 

R I V E R S . 

T h e principal rivers of this county are the W y e , the Temd, and thelthon The 
W y e has been defcribed among the rivers of Glocefterihire, and the Temd among 

Vol . II. Q j l <1 t i l 0 i e 

; • , - • 

•>• i 

.¿¿W** .. . • M 
. — . - : - - • - — M . 



— • I B 

482 R A D N O R S H I R E . 

thofe of Shropfhire. The Ithon, or Ython, rifes in a chain of vaft mountains on 
the northern extremity of the county, -and running fouth and fouth-weft, falls in-
to the Wye a few miles north of Bealt in Brecknockfhire. 

The lefs confiderable river's of this county are the Dulas, the Clowdok, and 
the Cameran, which are all three difchargedinto the Ithon, 

A I R, 5 O I L and N A T U R A L P R O D U C T I O N S. 

T h e air of this county is cold and piercing : the foil in general is but indiffer-
ent, the northern and weftern parts being fo rocky and mountainous, that it is 
fit only to feed cattle and fheep. The eaftern and foutnern parts of the county 
are however well cultivated, and pretty fruitful in corn: the" mountainous parts 
are well provided with wood, and watered with rivulets ^ and.fome ftandin°- lakes, 
and the rivers afford plenty of falmon and other fifh. 

M A N U F A C T U R E S . 

It does not appear that this county has any manufa&ure. 

C I V I L and E C C L E S I A S T I C A L D I V I S I O N S . 

. Radnorshire is divided into fix hundreds, and contains three market towns. It 
-lies in the province of Canterbury, and partly in the diocefe of St. David, and 
¿partly in that of Hereford, and contains fifty-two parifhes. 

M A R K E T T O W N S . 

T h e market towns are Knighton, Preftein, and Radnor. 

K N I G H T O N is diftant from London 1 4 7 miles, and ftands in a valley on the 
bank of the Ternd, over which it has a bridge. It is a well built town, of good 
trade and great refort, and its market is well ferved with cattle, corn, iron-ware, 
hops, fait, linen and woollen cloth, and other commodities. 

^ P R E S T E I N , or P R E S T E I G N , is diftant from London 1 4 8 miles, and ftands upon 
the bank of the river L u g , which has been defcribed in the account of Here-
ford (hire. It is the place where the affizes for the county are held, and here is 
the county gaol. It is a large, well built, populous town, and the ftreets are 
well paved : it has a very good market for grain, particularly barley, of which vaft 
quantities of malt are made here. 

R A D N O R is fuppofed to have derived its name from the Britifh word Rhaiadr, a 
.cataratt ox fall of a river. Some have fuppofed that this name was firft derived 
.to the county from Rhaiadr Gwy, the name of a fteep rock, over which the 
. y e precipitates itfelf, and afterwards given to the chief town. This town 

•is alfo known by the name of N E W R A D N O R , to diftinguiih it from a fmall vil-
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^age fouth-eaft of it, called Old Radnor, and is a very ancient borough by pre-
fcription, governed by a recorder, a bailiff, two aldermen, and twenty-five bur-
geffes. Queen Elizabeth, in the fourth year of her reign, granted it a charter, 
with many privileges, together with the manor, which contains eleven large town-
ihips, and a jurifdidion extending ten or twelve miles. It has a court of pleas 
for all adions without limitation to any particular fum. It ftands in a fruitful 
valley, at the bottom of a hill, upon the bank of a fmall river called the Somer-
gil, and is a well built town for this part of the country. 

C U R I O S I T I E S . 
I 1 

A t Llandrindod, in this county, is a mineral water, which is much reforted by Mineral wa-
good company. T h e water of this place is of three forts, rock water, pump wa- ter-
ter, and well water. The rock water is fuppofed to be good in all chronic dif-

. eafes, from a lax fibre, in fcorbutic eruptions, in weak nerves, afthmas, palfies, 
epilepfies, agues, nervous fevers, ail difeafes in women, and leminal weakneifes 
in both fexes. T h e pump water is faid to be an excellent remedy for the fcur-
vy, hypochondriac, melancholy, fevers, leprofy, and the gravel. The well wa-
ter is chiefly recommended for bathing in fuch diforders as tepid bathing is recom-
mended for. 

i 

A N T I Q U I T I E S . 

Radnorfhire in the time of the Romans was part of the country inhabited by Ancient inlia-
the Silures, of whom mention has been made among the antiquities of Hereford- ^tants* 
'ihire. 

Radnor is fuppofed to have been the Magos, or Magnos mentioned by Anto-
ninus. The Welch call it Maefyved, and the writers of the middle age call the 
inhabitants of this County Magefetas. 

One of the moft celebrated remains of antiquity in this county, is part of a offa's Dyke, 
work called by the Welch Klawdh Offab or Offa's Dyke, from having been cut by 
Offa, king of Mercia, as a boundary between the Englifh Saxons and the an-
cient Britons. This dyke may be traced through the whole extent of this county, 
from the mouth of the river W y e , to that of the river Dee. 

J « £ J 

Near that precipice of the W y e called Rhaiadr Gwy, are feveral tumuli or 
barrows: and on the^top of a hill in the neighbourhood of this place, are three 1 
large heaps of ftones, fuppofed to have been funeral monuments. 

E C C L E S I A S T I C A L A N T I Q _ U I T I E S. 

The only religious houfe in this county was at Combehire, north-eaft of that 
catarad of the W y e called Rhaiadr Gwy, where Cadwathelan ap Madoc, in 114?, 
founded a Ciftertian abbey, dedicated to St. Mary, and valued upon the general 
diffolution at 2 81. 17 s. 4d, per annum. 
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M E M B E R S of P A R L I A M E N T for this C O U N T Y . 

This county fends two members to parliament: one knight of the ihire for 
the county, and one burgefs for the borough of New Radnor. 
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T h e I S L E o f M A N . 

N A M E . 

TH E prefent name of this iiland appears to have been immediately derived, 
with little or no variation, from Mona, the name by which Julius Casfar 

mentions it. Ptolemy calls it Monoeda, and Pliny Monabia, which names are fup-
pofed to fignify the more remote Momr in order to diftinguifh it from the iiland of 
Anglefea, alfo known to the Romans by the name Mona; this opinion feems to be 
confirmed from the practice of later writers, particularly Bede, who calls the ifle of 
Man Menavia Secunda, in contradiftindtion to Menavia Prior, the name by which he 
calls the ifle of Anglefea-, and yet a late writer is of opinion, that the name Man 
is derived from the Saxon word Man^, which fignifies among, and is fuppofed to 
have been applied to this iiland from its fituation, between Great Britain and Ire-
land ; being in a manner furrounded by England, Scotland, Ireland and Wales. 

S I T U A T I O N , and E X T E N T . 

The ifle of Man, which is the fee of a bifhop, lies about half way between Great 
Britain and Ireland, directly weft of that part of the Britiih continent called Cum-
berland ; and the biihop's palace, which is in the pariili of Kirk-Michael nearly in 
the middle of the iiland, is fituated in 540 16' of north latitude. It is about thirty 
miles long, about fifteen miles broad, in the wideft part of the iiland, and is 110 
where lefs than eight miles in breadth. 

R I V E R S . 

There are a few inconfiderable ftreams in the ifle of Man, which can fcarcely be-
called rivers, and are not diftinguifhed by any particular names or defcriptions in 
any account of the iiland. In fome maps, however, we meet with the Neb, which 
rifes in the fouthern part of the iiland, runs north weft and falls into the lea at Peel, 
one of the principal towns i and the Clanmey, a fmall ftream which runs nearly 
parallel to the Neb. 

• 

A I R , S O I L , and N A T U R A L P R O D U C T I O N S . 

The air of the ifle of Man is cold and piercing, efpecially in winter: but it is. 
reckoned very healthy, no contagious diftemper having ever been known in the 
iiland, and the inhabitants living generally to a great age. This iiland being very 
rocky and mountainous, the foil is generally barren; oats and potaroes being the 
chief produce of the lands, which the inhabitants manure by lime and fea wreck. 
The black cattle of this iiland are generally lefs than thofe of England here are 
however fome good draught and faddle horfes, in the mountains is a breed of fmall 

VOL. II. R r r horfes. 
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horfes little more than three feet h i g h a l i o of fmall fwine, called* parrs,, and an-
other of fheep, which run wild upon the mountains: the wild iheep are accounted 
excellent meat, and feveral of them, diftinguifhed by the name Loughton, are re-
markable for very fine wool, of a buff colour. Here is an airy of eagles, and two-
or three of hawks, remarkable for their mottled colour. The Ifle of Man is well 
i applied with fiih, particularly herrings,., which are the ftaple commodity of the 
iiland, and of which there is fuch a confiderable fifhery, that more than 20,000 
barrels have frequently been exported in one year to France and other countries-
No coal mines have been yet discovered upon this iiland : but here is plenty of peat 
for fuel ; good quarries of black marble, and other ftones for building; and mines 
of lead, copper, and iron, which, though now negleded, have been formerly; 
worked to great advantage. 

M A N U F A C T U R E S and T R A D E . 

The principal manufactures of this iiland are linen and woollen .cloths, in which-
a confiderable foreign trade is carried on ; other articles of trade are black cattle, 
wool, hides, fkins, honey and tallow: but particularly herrings. It is faid that 
this is a place of refuge for perfons who have committed crimes, or incurred debts, 
out of it; and that many perfons who owe large films in London, Paris, and Am~ 
fterdam, live here, at a fmall expence unmolefted, fo long as they do not trefpafs 
againft the laws or government of the iiland. It is alfo faid that, as no cuftoms are 
paid in this iiland, vaft quantities of goods from the Eaft and Weft Indies, from 
France, Holland and other places, are landed here, put into ware-houfes, and 
afterwards run afhore in many parts of Ireland, Scotland, and the weft of England. 

C I V I L and E C C L E S I A S T I C A L G O V E R N M E N T . 

The Ifle of Man, though held of the Britiih crown, is no part of the kingdom 
of Great Britain-, but is governed by its own laws and cuftoms, under the heredi-
tary dominion of a lord, who had formerly the title of king, and who, though he 
has long ago waved that title, is ftill inverted with regal rights and prerogatives. 
He appoints a governor or lieutenant-general of the iiland, who conftantly refides 
at Caftle-town, the metropolis, and fuperintends all civil and military officers. The 
governor is chancellor of the iiland; and to him in chancery, there lies an appeal 
from the inferior courts; from the chancellor there lies an appeal to the lord, and 
finally to the king of Great Britain in council. Here is a council confifting of the 
governor, the biihop, the arch-deacon, two vicars general, the receiver-general, 
the comptroller, the water bailiff, and the attorney general. Twenty-four men, 
called the Keys, reprefent the commons of the land; and two men, called Deem-
fters are the judges in cafes of common law, as well as in criminal and capital 
offences. The council and the twenty-four keys pafs all new laws; and, in con-
jundion with the deemfters, fettle and determine the meaning of the antient laws, 
and cuftoms of the country. On a hill, near the middle of the ifiand, in the open 
air, is held a court, annually, on St. John's day, called the Tinwald, a name derived 
from two Daniih words, Ting, which fignifies a court of jujiice, and V/ald, fenced 
round: this court confifts of the governor, the fpiritual and temporal officers, with 
the twenty-four keys and two deemfters. A t this great affembly, all new laws are 

"publiihed, after they have received the affent of the lord of the iiland; and every 
6 perfon 
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.perfon has a right to prefent any uncommon grievance, and to have his complaint ^ 
heard in the face of the whole country. 

The biihop is ftiled biihop of Sodor and Man, and fometimes, Sodor de Man : 
whence he derived the title of Sodor is uncertain, and is varioufly accounted for: 
but the moft probable opinion appears to be, that it was from a church at Peel, 
dedicated to zMp, our Saviour, thence originally called Ecclejia Soterenfis, and now 
corrupted into Sodorenfis. H e is named to the fee by the lord of the ifle, who pre-
sents him to the king of England for his royal afient, and then to the arch-biihop of 
York, to be confecrated. The biihop, though a baron of the iiland, has no feat 
in the Britiih parliament-, he has a court for his temporalities, where one of the 
deemfters fits as judge. The ecclefiaftical courts are held by the biihop in perfon, 
his arch-deacon, his vicars general, or the arch-deacon's official, who are the pro-
per judges in all controverfies which happen between executors, within'a year after 
probat of a will or administration granted. 

in the feveral courts of this iiland, as well ecclefiaftical as civil, both parties, 
whether men or women, plead their own caufes. It is but of late years that attor-
nies come into any pradtice here, and ftill law fuits are determined without much 
expence. The manner of fummoning a perfon before a magiftrate is fomewhat re-
markable. Upon a piece of thin flate, or ftone, the magiftrate makes a mark, 
which is generally the initial letters of his name and fimame; this is delivered to 
the proper officer, who fhews k to the perfon Summoned; acquaints him with the 
time and place in which he is to make his appearance, and at whofe fuit, and if he 
difobeys the fummons, he is fined or committed to goal, till he gives fecurity for 
his future obedience and pays cofts. 

C I V I L and E C C L E S I A S T I C A L D I V I S I O N S . 

The Ifle of Man, whi-ch is fuppofed to contain about 20,000 inhabitants, is di-
vided into fix divifions, called iheadings, each of which has its own Coroner, or 
conftable, who, in the nature of a iheriff, is entrufted with the peace of his diftrift, 
feeures criminals, brings them to juftice, and is appointed by the delivery of a rod 
at the Tinwald-c.ourt, or annual convention. It contains four market towns, which, 
being fituated on the fea coaft, has each a harbour, and a caftle, or fort to defend 
it.. The iiland, which is a diocefe of itfelf, lies in the province of York, and has 
•feventeen parifhes. 

M A R K E T T O W N S . 

-

T h e market towns are Caftle-town, Douglas, Peel and Ilamfay. 
C A S T L E - T O W N was thus called from a fine ancient caftle, faid to have been built 

by Guttred king of Man, about the year 960. This town is alio called Caftle-
Ruffln -, and, being the metropolis, here the governor keeps his court, the lord's 
officers refide, and the courts of juftice are held. It ftands on the fouthern coaft 
of the iiland, near a fine harbour called Derby Haven, at the mouth of which is a 
¡very ftrong fort. The buildings of Caftle-town are the moft regular in the iiland. 
The caftle, which is built of marble, is a ftrong place, furrounded with two broad 
walls and a moat, over which is a draw b r i d g e a n d adjoining to it, within the 
•walls, is a fmall tower where ftate prifoners were formerly confined. Within the 

-Caftle the courts of juftice are held, and on one fide of it is the .governor's houfe, 
R r r 2 which 
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which is a commodious and fpacious ftrudure, with a fine chapel and feveral offices 
belonging to the court of chancery. 

DOUGLAS is fituated on the eaftern coaft, and is by much the moft populous 
the richeft and the beft market in the iiland. It has lately increafed in trade and' 
proportionably m buildings. T h e harbour is not only the beft in the iiland' but 
One of the beft in the Britifh dominions. 

PEEL is fituated on the weftern coaft, and being a place of confiderable trade 
here are feveral .good houfes. Upon a fmall ifland, clofe to the town, is an ancient 
caitle, called Jreel caftle, in which is a garrifon, and which is one of the ftrongeft 
and beft fituated dailies in the world. T h e iiland upon which it ftands, is a hS^e 
rock of a ftupendous height above the level of the fea, fo that it is unacceffible 
from all quarters but the town, from which it is feparated by a fmall Straight 
fordable in low tides. T h e alcent towards the caftle, which is furrounded with 
three walls well planted with cannons, from the place of landing to the firft wall 
is by 60 fteps, cut out of the rock: the walls are prodigioufly thick, and built of 
a bright durable ftone. From .the firft to the fecond wall is an afcent of qo ftep* 
alio cut out of the rock: on the outfide of the exterior wall .are four watch towers-
and within the interior one, round the caftle, are the remains of four churches three 
or which are fo decayed, that there are little remaining of them, befides the walls 
and fome few tombs, which feem to have been erected with more than ordinary 
care. I he fourth church, which is the cathedral of the ifland, and is dedicated to 
St. Germain, the firft biihop of Man, is kept in fome better repair. Within it is 
a chapel, appropriated to the ufe of the biihop, and underneath the chapel is a 
prifon, or dungeon, for fuch offenders as incur the puniihment of imprifonment 
m virtue of a ientence of the ecclefiaftical courts; and this is faid to be one of 
the moft dreadful places of confinement that imagination can form. T h e magni -
ficence of the caftle itfelf is faid to exceed that perhaps of any modern ftrudure 
in the world; the largenefs and loftinefs of the rooms, the fine echoes refoundino-
through them, the many winding galleries, the profped of the fea, and the fhips 
which, by reaion of the vaft height, appear like buoys floating on the waves fill 
the mind or the fpedator with the utmoft aftonifhment. 

RAMSAY is fituated on the eaft coaft, towards the north part of the ifland and 
is only remarkable for a good fort and an excellent harbour, north of which is a 
ipacious bay, where the greateft fleets may ride at anchor with the utmoft fafety. 

C U R I O S I T I E S . 

A high moiir.- A m o n g the curiofities of the Ifle of Man is reckoned a mountain -called Sna 
t^n. field, which is 1740 feet perpendicular height, and from the top-of which there is 

a line proiped ot iome parts of England, Scotland, Ireland and Wales ' 

a F : i ™ - S J l " b a f S m ' ° t t e r ^ m G l e ' f n a k e ' o r noxious 
tivcs oftiiia f l m a l 13 l 0 u n d i n c h e l f l e o f and it is not many years iince there were any 
•ifland. ±rogs upon it: but the frog fpawn having been brought over, thefe animals have 

multiplied here, and are now to be met with in many parts of the ifland 
Calf Of man, Before the fouthern promontory of the Ifle of Man, is another fmall ifland about 

p t e T S ^ ^ i r : T ^ f e r p e n ^ ¿ 5 ? f e P T ^ f r ° m M a n a channel a q u a r L of a 
numbers of * m i c ,Ui.°aci> c a i l e c i t n e »-alt ot Man, which at a particular feafon of the year is re 
fea fowl. lorted by a vaft number of fea fowl, particularly puffins, which breed there in the 

holes 
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holes of the rabbits; and what is more extraordinary, the rabbits quit their habita-
tions to thefe fowls during the time they remain on the ifland. About the middle 
of Auguft, when the young puffins are ready to take wing, the inhabitants of this 
ifland have a method of catching them, in fuch quantities, that between four and 
five thoufand of them are taken every year-, part of which are confumed by the inha-
bitants themfelves, and part pickled and lent abroad, as prefents. An incredible num-
ber of a great many other forts of fea fowl breed among the rocks of this little ifland. 

A N T I Q ^ U I T I E S . 

That the Ifle of Man was in time of the Romans inhabited by the Britons is Ancient inha-
univerfally allowed: but when that people were afterwards difpoifeifed of the bitants-
greateil part of their territories by the Saxons, Scots and Pi£ts, this ifland fell to 
the fhare of the Scots; and Orofius acquaints us, that, fo early as the reigns of the 
Roman Emperors Honorius and Arcadius, towards the end of the fourth century, 
both Ireland and the Ifle of Man were inhabited by the Scots-, the prefent inhabi-
tants of the Ifle of Man appear to be the defendants of the ancient Scots, from 
their language, which is the Erie, and is the fame with that ftill fpoken in the 
highlands of Scotland, and in Ireland. The Norwegians however/in their re-
peated invafions of Britain, conquered this as well as the greateft part of the 
weftern ifles of Scotland, over which they fet up a king, (tiled King of the Ifles, 
who chofe the Ifle of Man for the place of his refidence: but in the year 1266, in 
confequence of a treaty between Magnus the fourth, king of Norway, and Alexan-
der the third, of Scotland, the weftern ifles, and Man among the reft, were ceded 
to the Scots-, and in 1270, Alexander, having driven the king of Man out of the 
ifland, united ir, together with the reft of the weftern ifles to the crown of Scot-
Jand. In the reign of Henry the fourth, of England, the Ifle of Man fell into the 
-hands of that Monarch, who, .in 1405, gave it to John Lord Stanley, in whofe 
"houfe it continued till very lately, when the laft Stanley earl of Derby dying without 
iflue, the duke of Athol, his fitter's fon, fucceeded him as lord of Man and the Ifles. 

The ancient churches round Peel caftle are fuppofed to have been originally Remains of 
Pagan temples; and in one of them, there ftill ftands a large ftone, in the manner amiquity.. 
and form of a tripos. Upon feveral of the tombs in thefe churches, are fragments of 
letters ftill fo intelligible, as to put it beyond doubt, that there were different inferip-
tions in the different characters of the Hebrew, Greek, Latin, Arabian, Saxon, 
Scotch and Irilh languages. There is perhaps no country in which are more runic 
inferiptions to be met with than in this ifland; .and moft of them upon funeral monu-
ments: thefe inferiptions are generally found upon long, flat, rag ftones, with crofies 
cut upon one or both fides,.and other little embelliihments or figures of men, horfes, 
ftags, dogs, birds and other devices: the inferiptions are generally upon one edo-e of 
the ftone, and are to be read from the bottom upwards: one of the moft perfect of 
thefe inferiptions is upon a ftone crofs laid for a lintel, over a window, in Kirk 
Michael church. Upon another ftone crofs in the fame church is another fair 
runic infcription; and in the high-way, near the church, is one of 1 he largeft monu-
mental ftones found in the ifland, which from a runic infcription on it, appears to 
have been ere&ed in memory of one Thurulf or Thrulf. 

Many fepulchral tumuli, or barrows, are yet remaining in different parts of this 
ifiand, particularly in the neighbourhood of the bifhop's feat. In feveral of thefe 
barrows have been .found urns, fo ill burnt and of fo bad a clay, that moft of 
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them were broken in taking them out : they were however each full of'burnt bones, 
white and fre ill as when interred. 

About half a mile from Douglas, are ftill (landing fome noble remains of a moft 
magnificent nunnery, in which are feveral fine monuments with fragments of in-

scriptions: one of thofe inferiptions is as follows, lllufirifjima Matilda fiha 
Rex Mercice which Matilda is fuppofed to have been the daughter of 

Ethelbert, one of the Saxon kings of Mercia, who is related by hiftorians to have 
died a reclufe. On another monument is the following imperfe£t infcription 

iCart'efmurida Virgo immaculatd——Anno Domini 1230. It is fuppofed that this tomb 
was erected to the memory of Cartefmunda, the beautiful nun of Winchefter, who 
fled from the violence threatned her by king John, and who it is probable from 
this infcription took refuge in the monaftery of Douglas where fhe was buried. 

In the laft century, feveral brafs daggers with other military inftruments of brafs, 
well made and polifhed, were dug up in fome part of this ifland; and afterwards 
was found a target, in the manner of thofe ftill to be feen in fome parts of the 
highlands of Scotland, ftudded with nails of gold, without any.alloy, and rivetted 
with rivets of the fame metal on the fmall ends. 

Not many years ago, a very fine filver crucifix was dug up in this iiland, toge-
ther with feveral pieces of old copper, filver, and gold coin. 

E C C L E S I A S T I C A L A N T I Q^U I T I E S. 

The Scottifh writers affirm, that the Ifle of Man was converted to Chriftianity 
by the care of Crathlint king of Scotland, who appointed Amphibalus biihop here, 
about the year 360: but it is more generally believed, that chriftianity was planted 
in this ifland by St. Patric, and the epifcopai fee ere£ted by him, in the year 447. 

A t Bally-Salley, near. Caftle-town, a religious foundation was begun in the year 
,1098, by Mac Manis governor of the ifland: but Olave king of Man, having 
granted fome poffeftions here to the abby of Furnes in Lancainire, Ivo or Evan, 
•die abbot of Furnes, built in this place aCiftertian abbey, in 1134, dedicated to the 
Virgin Mary, and fubordinate to Furnes. In 1192, the monks removed to Douglas, 
where they continued four years, and then returned to Bally-Salley, where they 
flourished for fome years after the general fuppreffion of religious houfes in England. 

A t Ballamona., a monaftery was founded, in 1176, by Godred king of Man: but it 
^was afterwards granted to the abbey of Bally Salley, and the monks removed thither. 

There is no account when the monaftery at Douglas was founded, nor what its 
valuation was upon the general diffolution. 

.At Bewmakan, in Kirk Harberry pariili in this ifland, was an houfe of minor 
friars, founded in 1373, but by whom does not appear. 

F I N I S. 

- i . I 

I 
D I R E C T I O N S to the B I N D E R . 

Place the Maps fo as to face the firft pages of the feveral counties to which they belong. 
' T h e W e f t riding of Yorkfhire in Vol . II. to face page 3 6 1 . — T h e Eaft and North-r/ding to 
face page 362.—North Wales to face the beginning of the account of Wales. 
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