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PEEFACE 

OE THE SPANISÍI EDITOBS. 

W H E N we undertook to supervise the "History of the 
Dominion of the Arabs in Spain," we were far from 
apprehending that the Seeond Yolume, now about to be 
laid before the reader, would not make its appearance 
during the lifetime of its Author: yet so has it been 
determined in the decrees of an All-wise Providence. By 
his deatli the difficulties of our undertaking have been 
greatly increased; for although it is true that the work 
was completed, yet the last ameliorating touches had not 
been given to it by the hand of the Author. And who shall 
supply his place F—the place of Condé—profoundly imbued 
as he was with the most intimate and minute knowledge of 
his subject: who shall adequately perform the task wliich 
he has left unaccomplished ? Erom his extensive and varied 
erudition, not only had we the right to expect the utmost 
exactitude, but even new lights thrown on every point not 
fully elucidated, as the pages went once more through 
his hands. But we are deprived of these advantages, and 
cannot but be conscious tliat the remaining volumes of our 
work must greatly suífer from that privation. 

We have, nevertheless, done what in us lay to prevent 
the just expectations of the public from being disappointed ; 
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and as regareis the two last volumes in particular, have con-
sulted the most respected authorities among Chronologists 
for the verification of such dates as have been left undeter-
mined by our lamented author. "We are, nevertheless, com-
pelled to entreat the indulgence of the reader, who will, as 
we hope, be the more disposed to grant us so much, when 
assured that tbe highest authorities in the original MSS. 
used by Condé himself have been followed with religious 
exactitude. 

When proceeding to give the Chronologiea! Series of the 
Arab Sovereigns, we found ourselves in a labyrinth from 
which there could have been little hope of a fortúnate issue, 
had not our iuthor left us certain intimations, wbich, 
although but incomplete, have yet enabled us to add that 
Series to the present volume. "We have furthermore com-
pared it with the List given by Masdeu in the fifteenth 
volume of his work; but the number of ñames and appella-
tions bestowed on each monarch, with the fact that these 
ñames are frequently applied with numerous variations, have 
much increased the difficulty of verification, and rendered 
the danger of error much more imminent. To the learned 
reader we are, therefore, compelled to refer the rectifícation 
of mistakes necessarily arising in a question so inextricably 
complicated, and we repeat the expression of our hope that 
the efforts we have made will secure his indulgence. 

Madrid, 1820. 
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H I S T O R Y 

OF THE 

DOMINION OF THE ARABS IN SPAIN. 

C H A P . X C V I I I . — O F THE HONOURS WHICII THE HAGIB MUHAMAD 
ALMANZOR CONFEIIRED ON MEN OF LEARNING, AND OF OTHER EVENTS. 

BUT a short time only in each year did the Hagib Muhamad 
Almanzor pass in his expeditions to the frontier : the place 

h í® m ° S t c o m m o n l 7 m a d e h i s abode was Cordova, and 
when there his house was as a sort of academv or place of 
assemblage for men of learning and genius. Among 

w h o m it was frequented, one of the most 
i W a S ° 1

b a d a B e n A b d a l l a h Ben Measemai Abu 
w a s o n e o f t l i e b e s t Poetical writers 

f Andalusia. He wrote the History of the 
Spanish Poeta with a Borda or eulogy on the Anabi* 
Muhamad, that was much renowned. To obtain permission 
íor paymg a visit to the vizier of Muhamad Almanzor, 
Ahmed Ben Soaid Ben Hezam, Obada composed an ex-
tempore copy of verses of singular eloquence, which were 
much adrnired by the vmer, who gave him a hundred diñare 
oí gold íor the same, and from that moment commanded 
that his house should be open to the poet at all hours 

e m m e n t P e r s o n s hJ wliom the house of the 
•nagit) Almanzor was most assiduously frequented, was 

* Auabi or Nabi, Prophet. 
VOL. II. B 
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Abdelwariz Ben Sof¿in ; but tbere were besides many 
others from the most illustrious families of Cordova, who 
were constantly to be found there. 

Muhamad Álmanzor likewise established an academy or 
school for the tongues, wherein the most learned men, 
and those already known for the production of useful or 
ingenious works in the various branches of erudition, were 
alone permitted to hold chaira, The Hagib was a diligent 
visitor to the Aljamas, the colleges, and tbe Madrisas or 
schools for youth, where he would seat himself among the 
students and disciples, not suffering that the course of 
instruetion sbould be interrupted either by his entrance or 
departure. To those who most distinguished themselves in 
these institutions he gave prizes; and that not to the 
students only, but to tbe masters also. By this his 
acquaintance with the students, or by the means here 
described, tbe Hagib always knew where to find the person 
he required when a choice was about to be mado of learned 
Cadies for the principal Aljamas of the kingdom, or if an 
election were taking place of Mocries and Alchatibes, 
who are readers and preachers for the mosquea. 

The King Hixem Ben Alhakem El Muyad Billah con-
tinued meanwhile to live in the retirement of his different 
palaces, and to amuse himself among tbe delicious gardens 
that surrounded those residences. None could visit him 
without the permission of the Sultana motber, or of the 
Hagib Muhamad Abdallah Ben Abi Amer. TIe was never 
named unless it were in the Chotba or public prayer of the 
Juma; that weekly mention, with his ñame on the Coin 
and on certain Inscriptions, being the solé evidence of 
bis existence. "When the young sovereign repaired to the 
Pascuas, the Easter solemnities that is to say, or other 
íestivals celebrated in the mosques, he never carne forth 
from the Macsura* until every other person liad left the 

* The Macsura was a tribune or galleiv but sliglitly raised above 
the pavement, placed in the principal part of the mosquc; it was sur-
rounded by a grating formed of gilt rods, and here the kings took their 
place when tliey appeared at the Zala or public prayers. In all the 
Mosques, the boys were placed behmd the oíd men, and the women 
behind the boys ; by whom they were entirely separated from the men. 
At the cióse of the worship, the men remaiued to wait until all the 
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building, when lie also departed, but so closely surrounded 
by his attendants and guará, that none could behold his 
person, and. he was thus reconducted to his Aicazar, which 
was at no great distance from the mosque, almost without 
the people having remarked or been aware of his 
presence. 

I\row, from the year 365, Alhassan Ben Kenuz had re-
niained at the court of JSÍasar Ben Maad, the Soldán of Egypt, 
to which he had retired, as has been related, after leaving 
that of the King Alhakem Almostansir Billah, at Cordova. 
I t was now the year 373, and the Soldán Ben Maad wrofce 
letters to his General Balkim Ben Zeiri Ben Menad, who 
governed Africa in his ñame, commanding him to favour the 
enterprises of Alhassan in the land of Magreb. With these 
letters, Alhassan Ben Kenusj repaired to the city of Tunis, 
where lie was received with mueh honour by Balkim Ben 
Zeiri, who had no sooner read the letters of the Soldán, 
than he made instant preparations for paying obedience to 
the tenor of the same. He furnislied Alhassan with tliree 
thousand horse, and this forcé being increased by the ad-
herence to his party of several Cabilas from different parts 
of Barbary, Alhassan Ben Kenuz entered Almagreb, when 
he was proclaimed sovereign in many of the towns. 

Intelligence of these things having been sent to Cordova, 
the Hagib Muhamad Almanzor instantly despatched a select 
body of cavalry, conducted by his vizier Abu Alhakem 
Ornar Ben Abdallah Ben Abi Amer, to whom he gave the 
government of Almagreb, with that of all its dependencies. 
Alhassan, on his part, had no sooner been made ácquainted 
with the approach of the armament bearing these troops, 
than he liastened to the coast, met the Andalusians on 
their landing, and attacking them at once, a sanguinary 
conflict ensued, which was maintained for some time with 
equal obstinaey on both sides. But Alhassan was at 
length the conqueror ; defeating the Andalusian forces, he 
compelled them to retreat, and they hastened to take 
refuge in Medina Cebta, where Alhassan besieged them 
for some days. Abu Alhakem Ornar tlien wrote an account 
of his misfortune to Cordova, when the Hagib Almanzor 
women had disappeared. Ko maiden went to a mosque where there 
was not a place set apart for the reception of the virgins ; and eveiy 
woman was caiefully wrapped up and covered withlier veils.—Condé. 
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sent his own son, Abdelmelic Abu Meruan, who, althongh 
very young, was already highly esteemed for his qualities as 
a military leader. He now hastened with all speed to the 
assistance oí Abu Alhakem, who was his únele, having been 
furnished by the Hagib with a well-appointed army for 
that purpose. 

Muhamad Almanzor himself had meanwhile proeeeded 
once more into the East of Spain with a very powerful host : 
marching at the head of the Cordovan cavaíry, he passed by 
Garnata, Baza, Lorca, and Tadmir, remaining for some time 
in the last-named city, where he hoped to be joined by 
the forces of Algarve and others whom he had commanded 
to be brought to bim by the ships of that coast. 

Here Muhamad Almanzor was entertained in the house 
of the Amil or governor of the city, Ahmed Ben Alchiteb 
Ben Dagim, who during the three and twenty days of the 
Hagib's abode in his dwelling, daily feasted all the generáis 
and other cavaliers by whom Almanzor was accompanied, 
and that most splendidly: nay, the horses and servants who 
were in attendance on those nobles were in like manner fed 
at the cost of the governor. 

For the principal personages among his guests, Ahmed 
Ben Alchiteb caused the most delicate baths of rose-water 
to be prepared, expending a profusion of rich perfumes and 
aromatic essences, moreover, during every meal, and at all 
the assemblies in his apartments of those highly honoured 
visitors. Each person was supplied with a commodious and 
pleasant chamber, having a bed covered with precious stuffs 
of silk añd gold: at a word, the entertainment was in 
every respect most princely. 

"When the Hagib Muhamad Almanzor was about to 
take his departure from the house of that magnificent 
host, he said to the latter, in the presence of all his generáis 
and cavaliers, " Of a truth, Ahmacl Ben Alchiteb, thou dost 
not know how to lodge men whose occupation is war, and 
I shall take care to send none of the troops thy way when 
they are proceeding to the frontier, or bound for Algihed :* 
the repose of such men should be fighting, and their best 
ornaments are their arms. Yet to a man of such liberality and 
so generous a heart, the treatment of a mere tax-paying 

* T h e sacre .1 war . 
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vassal is by no means suited, and therefore, in the ñame of 
our lord the King Hixem Ben Alhakem, I make thee free of 
all tribute for the remainder of thy life." This happened 
on the twelfth day of the moon Dylhagia, in the year 374. 

"We find it related, that when the Hagib Muhamad Ben 
Abdallah Ben Abi Amer Almanzor departed from Cordova 
for this expedition, there went forth with him Abu Ornar 
Ahmed Ben Chateb, called Alhazin, and that this man 
entertained the Hagib, with all his company, at his houses on 
the way, as he did at his dwelling in Murcia, when the 
latter was proceeding on the expedition to Barcelona, 
causing him to be there met and received by Aben Soheid, 
Prefect of the Asadaca, and by all the principal persona of the 
city. The son of this Alhazin, called Abulasbaz Muza, 
entertained in like manner Abdelmelic Abu Meruan, the 
son of the Hagib Muhamad, with all his cavaliers and 
followers, in a journey, during which the latter passed 
through Murcia, and for these causes both father and son 
were rendered free of the gates of Cordova, a privilege which 
liad once before been granted to their house by the Me-
ruans. Yet in these days, that illustrious family is living in 
some remote part—God'onlyknows the place—miserable and 
despised like the most wretched of Alarabes. But doth not 
Alian see all things ? 

. Abu Meruan Ben Hayan, in his History of the Alameries, 
gives us to know that the march of the Hagib Muhamad 
iumanzor upon Barcelona took place in the year 375, being 
rr 7 / j , d expedition undertaken by that leader. 
±ie directed lus steps towards the East ' of Spain, by 
Elvira and Basta to Tadmir, and at Murcia, which is the 
seat oí the Alcaides of Tadmir, he was entertained as 
aíoresaid m the house of Aben Chateb, where, according to 
tUe same Aben Hayan, he remained thirteen days, all his 
servants and cavaliers daily receiving bread, flesh, and fruit 
at their Posadas from the same liberal hand. To Muha-
mad Almanzor and his generáis, the splendid feasts pre-
sented each day, with conserves and fruits of every kind, 
were matter of marvel. When the Hagib, being about to leavé 
tüe city, was informed by his viziers and the masters of 
accounts that Aben Chateb had supplied all their wants, 
ne returned thanks in the ñame of their lord, the King 
-Luxem Ben Alhakem ; and on his return to Cordova, 
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relating the facts to the voung sovereign, he proposed 
that Chateb and his family should be freed from the pay-
ment of all tributes. Almanzor furthermore invited Aben 
Chateb to the capital, where he paid him great honours, 
and gave him the ñame of the Hospitable. On his depar-
ture, the Hagib presented to him a beautiful slave for his 
palace, when Aben Chateb returned well content to his 
Amilia or government of Tadmir, where all his rights and 
privileges were preserved to him. 

Writing on the same subject, Aliu Becri Ahmed Ben 
Sind Ben Abilfayadh informs us, in that history of his 
which was translated into Hebrew, that for the campaign 
of Barcelona the Hagib Muhamad Almanzor departed from 
Cordova on the thirteenth day of the moon Dylhagia, in the 
year 374, which was the fifth of May Anno Domini 984. 
He adds, that from Elvira, Almanzor went to Basta, 
Lorca, and Murcia, where he was lodged during three and 
twenty days in the house of Ahmed Ben Dagim Ben 
Chateb, and in that of his son Abulaswaz Muza Ben 
Ahmed, not a man of his train spending a Dirliem. Meats 
and fruits of various excellence were daily served to 
Almanzor in precious vessels, while his bath was perfumed 
with delicious rose-water; and the Hagib, astonished at 
this magnificence, gave thanks to his host, whom he con-
firmed in his Amilia, and whose hospitality he celebrated 
in many praises on his return to Cordova. 

In that campaign, the Hagib Muhamad Almanzor was 
accompanied by Omaya Ben Galib, called the Morori, from 
his native place Moror, a man of distinguíshed genius in 
poetry, who celebrated the generosity of Ahmed Ben 
Dagim the Tadmiri, in very elegant versas. 

On his march, the Hagib Almanzor assembled many 
troops, both cavalry and foot-soldiers, from Valencia, Tortosa, 
and Tarragona, whith whom he proceeded to the plains oí* 
Barcelona. The King of Afranc * carne forth against him 
with a vast army, but though his people were double 

* This Iiixig of Afranc, or of the Franks, was Borel, Count of Barce-
lona. All the región of the Pyrenees, with its valleys and declivities, 
was then divided into small lordships, and this on the Spanish as well 
as on the French side. These rulers were all called by our Arabs kings 
and lords of Afranc.—Conde. 
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those of the Moslemah in number, vet, by the ability of Al-
manzor and the aid of G-od, the valour of the Eaithful pre-
vailed : theyreadily broke and routed that multitude of rude 
hill-people, who never fight well in the plains, more 
especially when they have some place of refuge near them ; 
seeing that, in this case, they soon seek their safety in 
flight. They now fled in mu'ch disorder to the city of 
Barcelona, where they were besieged by the Moslemah 
with such ardour and persistence, that the Lord of Afranc,not 
hoping to defend the place successfully, and seeing no 
prospect of succour, fled secretly by sea, which he did 
in the night-time, the darltness preventing the ships of 
Algarve, which guarded the shore, from perceiving his bark; 
and so that obscurity favoured bis escape. Two days 
afterw ards, the city surrendered on conditions agreed to by all 
the inhabitants, receiving security for their lives, but paying 
the tribute of blood* for every head among them. 

The frontier being secured, Muhamad Almanzor re-
turned to Cordova by the centre of Spain, dismissing tho 
troops of Valencia and Tadmir, and visiting on his way 
various cities of the kingdom, in all of which he left tbe 
memory of his passage by the works which he commanded 
to be executed for the security, convenience, and advantage 
of each. 

When the ITagib arrived in Cordova, one of his íirst 
acts was to appoint a man, of whose reputation for learning 
n t p Dh e a r d m u c h discourse, to be Prefect of Azala, or 

-D S i n t l i e M o s q u e of King Hixem. This was 
! [>eIl Ben Yahye, called El Salemi, Mocri or 

reader oí the Aljama of Seville, a learned person who had 
travelled m the East, had made his Alhig, or sacred 
pügrimage, and was admired for his excellences and virtues, 
no less than for his erudition. He was besides endowed 
with a fine and sonorous voice. In that office Said Ben 
Edns remained until the breaking out of the civil war, 
when he returnd to Seville, and there died full of days and 
honour, at the end of the year 428. 

Meanwhile, Alhassan Ben Kenuz, who sti.ll kept the General 
Ornar Ben Abdallah besieged in Cebta, receiving intelligence 

* The tribute of blood was always a heavy suru.—Conde. 
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of the departure of Abdelmelic, the son of Muhamad 
Almanzor, from Cordova, and knowing that he was 
approacbing to attack his own forces in Almagreb, in-
stantly gave himself up for lost, and ill-advised as he was, 
resolved to yield his destiny to the hands of his foes. He 
therefore wrote to Ornar Ben Abdallah, requesting that 
general to give him a safe-conduct for himself and his 
family, declaring that he had determined to pass over into 
Spain, and commit himself to the mercy of King Hixem 
Ben Alhakem. Omar at once replied as Alhassan had 
desired, and despatched inteiligence to Abdelmelic, the son 
of Almanzor, of the wish thus expressed; then Abdelmelic, 
referring the matter, by swift Eorenicos or couriers, to his 
father, the latter commandedhim to complete the negociation 
without delay, assuring to Alhassan Ben Kenuz whatever 
securities he could desire, and recommending that Ameer 
to repair with all speed to Cordova. 

All this was then done as had been commanded by 
Muhamad Almanzor, and the Prince Alhassan Ben Kenuz 
immediately passed over into Andalusia, whereupon the 
Hagib was apprised of his arrival by his son Abdel-
melic. But when Almanzor found that Alhassan Ben 
Kenuz was in his power, he wrote an order to his son, 
declaring that the service of King Hixem demanded the 
life of that prince; wherefore, in despite of the solemn 
promise and safe-conduct given to Alhassan, his head was 
taken off, in the plain near Alcazar El Ocab, in the territory 
of Tarifa. 

Men say, that at the moment when the betrayed prince 
was beheaded, there aróse a sudden and violent wind, which, 
taking the vestment from the shoulders of Alhassan^ 
carried it off', and the mantle disappearing immediately 
could never be discovered again. Those of his household 
and his disconsolate family then interred his body, while the 
cavaliers entrusted with that office by the Hagib Muhamad 
Almanzor repaired with the head to Cordova. This was 
done in the inoonof Griumada Primera, and in the year 375. 

The government of Alhassan Ben Kenuz had lasted six-
teen years during the first period of his rule—from the year 
347 to the year 364, that is to say; but in the seeond period 
it endured one year and nine moaths only. The family 
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left by Prince Alhassan established itself in Cordova, 
partly near the Aljama of Magarawa, and partly in the 
diván of the king, where they remained until the race of 
Omeya had ceased to bear sway, and Abu Ben Hamad had 
commenced his rule in Cordova, when the memory of that 
illustrious family began to revive. 

With the death of Alhapsan Ben Kenuz, the house of 
Edris became extinct in Almagreb. The dynasty had com-
menced its reign in the year 172, and on Thursday, the 
seventh day of itebie Primera, on which day the oath of 
allegiance was taken in Medina Yelita to Edris Ben Abdallah 
Ben Iiassan. Erom that time until the day when Alhassan 
Bon Kenuz was treacherously assassinated, which was in 
(Humada of the year 375, there had elapsed 202 years and 
uve months; that, therefore, was the tenor of duration 
assigned in the eternal decrees to the rule of the sons of 
-kdris, and so long did their empire remain. 

The extent of territory ruled by the princes of the ex-
tinguished family was from Sas Alacsa to Medina Wahran ; 
the capital thereof was the city of Eez, and at a later period, 
Medina Biserta. The dominions of the Beni Edris were 
placed, as it were, in the lieart of two powerful dynasties, 
w h l c h «urrounded them from east to west, and from west to 
east These were the Beni Obeid, lords of Africa, Barca, 
ana ^gypt, who were on the east, and the Beni Omeyas, 
tliP ? p a i i a u d A l m a greb , who were their neighbours on 
olmníf- t h i s c a u s e t h e liouse of Edris lived in 
O T A ? W a r s a n d disquietudes, being now masters 
oí nearly all Almagreb, and anón reduced to the lordship of 
a íew fortresses only, s u c h a s A z i l H i j a r A u 0 S Ü £ n d 
Biserta, with the distant holds about Telencen, until at 
length their sovereignty concluded as hath been related. 

dominion6 ^ Gtern H e °Uly ÍS t h e L° r d °f a PerPetual 

TTP°ir AÍ 6 b e t t e r a d o r u m e n t of the Aljama of Eez, the 
Jlagib Muhamad Almanzor now commanded that an Alcoba 
or chapel should be erected in the centre of the great 
court, where the oíd tower had previously stood. I t was 
constructed on columns with a cupola, on the summit of 
v nc i was placed a talisman, similar to that upon the 

cupola of the chapel of the Mihrab. This talisman was of 
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a kind which the ancients well knew how to make, and 
resembled those formed in the time of thé Xiyei: it was 
raised on a bar of iron fixed into the centre' of the cu-
pola. 

These talismans were made by the ancients for various 
purposes, but this one was of that kind called Alfar, or of the 
E a t ; and after it had been placed in its destined position, 
there never was any rat found in the Aljama ; for if by 
chance one of those animals did run in, it cóuld not remain, 
but died at once, as was soon afterwards discovered in each 
case that occurred. There was besides another talisman, 
called the Acrab or that of the Scorpion, and by the means 
oí that one, all scorpions were prevented from entering the 
Aljama; ñor was there one ever seen there. Of these 
íacts there are many credible witnesses, as, for example, 
the Alfagui Aben Harnu. The talisman, which was placed 
on the column of palé yellow-coloured metal, had the form 
of a Haya or Serpent, and no serpent was ever known to 
enter the Aljama. 

All knowledge of this kind is the gift of the genii. 
There were many works executed by the command of 

Almudafar Abdelmelic, the son of Almanzor ; among others, 
was the hospital, which he caused to be supplied with 
puré water for drinking, by means of a magnificent aque-
duct, bringing the stream from the "Wadilhassan, which runs 
without the city at the iron gate. He likewise commanded 
that an Alminbar or pulpit should be prepared for the 
Aljama, and the material of this was ebony, riehly carved 
and adorned with costly workmanship. To the Alminbar 
was appended the following inscription:— 

" In the ñame of God the Clement, the Merciful. 
" May God bless Muhamad, and all the foliowers thafc 

he hath given him, with a perfect felicity. 
_ " This work hath been executed by command of the 

victorious Caliph, the Sword of Islam, the servant of Allah, 
Hixem Ben Alhakem El Muyad Billah, whose days may 
God prolong, and by the hañds of his Hagib, Abdelmelic 
Almudafar, son of Muhamad Almanzor Ben , Abi Amer. 
May God the Highest maintain his prosperity. The work 
was completed in the moon of Giumada Postrera, and the 
year 375. 
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The affairs of Almagreb having been tiras quietly settled, 
Muhamad Almanzor renewed his incursions on the territory 
of Gallieia, even before the year 375 liad closed. He de-
vastated the Comarcas, laid siege to Medina Coyanca, which 
he took by assault, and the walls of which he caused to be 
destroyed ; then, availing himself of the aid lent him by 
certain of the principal men among the Christians, who 
had come to him as fugitives, and who marched in his com-
pany, the Hagib, eager to profit by the internal disorders of 
the country, advanced even to the Marismas or marsliy plains 
of Grallicia, and plundered the church of Zacum, wherein 
he found treasures innumerable, of all which he made 
prey. 

In the course of that autumn Muhamad Almanzor cut 
up and laid waste the lands of Nahara, and penetrated into 
the Albaskense mountains. On his return he chastised the 
people of Uxama, Alcoba, and Atincia, who had risen in 
revolt, and repaired to Cordova once more. "When all this 
was done, it was found that his people were overloaded with 
the immense amount of their booty. 

I t was on this occasion that the learned man and accom-
plished poet, Zeyadatala Ben Aly, presented to the Hagib 
his book called the Kiteb Alhimám; the subject being Death, 
and the work consisting of verses filled with profound 
thought, expressed in singularly fine language. 

At this time Almanzor appointed Ahmed Ben Hakem 
±5en Muhamad El Ameri, lmown as Aben Lebána of Cor-
dova, to be Cadi of Toledo. He had previously been "Wali 
Aur io l the capital, and was a m a n o f m u c h reputation for 
iearnmg as well as integrity. The Hagib bestowed his 
tormer office on Ahmed Ben Abdelaziz Ben Eareg Ben Abi 
El liabeb, also a Cordovan of great erudition, and formerly 
the preceptor of his son Abdelmelic Almudafar. 
. I ü the same year of 375, Muhamad Almanzor, receiving 
mtelligence to the eíFect that Balkim Ben Teiri had made 
an irruption upon the territory . of Almagreb, at once com-
manded that the Greneral Ascaleha should depart for that 
country with a forcé composed in part of Andalusians, but 
the remainder being natives of Africa. Arrived at Medina 
Eez, they besieged that city, and having takenit, the Chotba, 
or public prayer, for the Omeyas of Spain, which had been 
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interrapted by the pretensions of the Zeiries of Sanliaga, 
was once again made in the mosques. 

Yet the whole of the city was not brouglit into subjection, 
seeing that Muhamad Ben Ornar of Mekinez still remained 
in the quarter of the Alcairvanes, which he held for the 
Obeides, and ruled as their Amil: ñor was it until the fol-
lowing year that the troops of Andalusia succeeded in ob-
taining possession of that quarter. 

C I I A P . X C I X . — O F THE NUPTIALS OF THE SON OF ALMANZOK, AND 
OF CEETAIN EYENTS IN ALMAGEEB. 

IN the beginning of the year 376, there carne to Andalusia 
a man who was much renowned for his learning, and had on 
that account been invited by the Hagib Muhamad Almanzor 
to read in the Aljama of Cordova. This was Ahmed Ben 
Aly Arabei El Begani, to whom Almanzor entrusted the 
education of his son Abderahman, and soon afterwards made 
him Cadi,—Ahmed being then in the thirty-sixth year of 
his age. 

In the spring of this year the nuptials of Abdelmelic 
Almudafar, son of the Hagib Muhamad Almanzor, with 
Habiba, daughter of Abdallah Ben Yahye Ben Abi Amer, 
were solemnized in Cordova, as were those of Boriha, who 
was the daughter of Almanzor. There were great feastings 
and public rejoicings on that occasion : the wedding festival 
was held in the beautiful gardens of the Almunia called 
Alameria, and situated cióse to the Alcazars of the Zahriya, 
those gardens having been presented by King Hixem to his 
Hagib Almanzor when the latter went to ask his permission 
to celebrate these nuptials therein. 

All the nobles of Cordova took part in the rejoicings 
made on that occasion. The graceful bride was conducted 
in triumph through the principal stréets of the city, being 
accompanied by all the damsels belonging to such houses as 
were friends of the family: the train was preceded and fol-
lowed by the Cadi and the witnesses, with the principal 
Xeques, great lords, and noble cavaliers of the city. Arrived 
at the gardens, those damsels, each holding an ivory wand 
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inlaid with gold in her hand, stood to guard the pavilion of 
the bride all the day, and at nightfall, the bridegroom, 
attended by a large number of noble youths, belonging to 
his family and those of the friends of his house, approached 
the entrance of the same, protected by the gilded swords of 
his attendant followers, when, despite the feigned defenee 
made by the damsels, be succeeded in forcing the entrance. 

The gardens were splendidly illuminated : amidst all the 
groves, around every fountain, and in the barks on the 
crystal lakes, by which they were beautified, delightful 
music sounded through the night, with songs, of which the 
praises of the newly-married pair formed the subject: these 
songs and the music endured all night, as hath been said, 
ñor ceased until the hour of dawn, the rejoicings continuing 
throughout the whole of the following day. 

Among the verses sung by the damsels on this occasion, 
those most applauded were the Canzonets written by Abu 
Hafs Ben Ascaleha, and by Abu Taher El Esturconi. 

_ Precious gifts of rich vestments and costly arms were 
distributed by the Hagib Muhamad Almanzor among his 
guards, at the celebration of those nuptials, and he gave 
large alms to the poor of the Zawiyas :* he married many 
orphan-girls of his Aljama likewise, endowing them with 
suitable dowries ; and made handsome presents to the men 
of genius, bv whom his son and grand-daughter, the bride-
groom and bride of that auspicious day, had been cele-
brated m verse. A more brilliant festivity than this was 
never seen in. Cordova, ñor had there ever been any 
walimas or nuptial-feasts of greater magnificence. 

In the moon Xaban of the year 376, Yahye Ben Malic 
Ben Ayadh, commg forth from the Aljama of Cordova 
aíter the prayer of nightfall, and being accompanied by 
several of Lus friends, proceeded towards his own house, 
where having arrived, they all entered into the spacious 
court, and seated themselves amidst the stately orange-
trees and jasmines by which it was surrounded. While 

* The Zawiyas were hospifcals for professed beggars: each of them 
was governed by a Wakil, or steward, whose duty it was to superintend 
the maintenance and pólice of the institution.—Conde. 
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they were tiras reposing, Yahye begged that one of them. 
called Aben Abi Hebáb would sing for the company certain 
verses composed by Mungmi, which they had bo'th heard 
when abiding together at Bagdad. Aben Ilebáb sang them 
accordingly, and presently afterwards, taking his leave of 
Yahye, he wished him long lite, with forgetfulness of the last 
íatal term, whereunto his friends having responded duly, 
and the usual compliments having been made, Aben Iiebáb 
departed. 

But he had not arrived at the end of the street in which 
the dwelling of Yahye stood, before he heard himself called 
by ñame, and returning to the place he had left, he found 
the friend to whom he had jusfc wished long life, dead on his 
diván. 

Yahye Ben Malic was one of the most learned as well as 
most generous men of those times, and was a distinguished 
philosopher: be had travelled much in India, in all parts 
of the East, in divers cities of Asia and Egypt, and in his 
native country of Spain. His death was lamented by all 
the good, and his bier was accompanied to the grave by 
many illustrious personages: El Jaboki, the Cadi of the 
Aljama, made the prayer for Yahye Ben Malic. 

In Almagreb, the General Ascaleha was meanwhile 
occupied in the fulfilment of the commission entrusted to 
him by the Hagib Muhamad Almanzor, and his troops having 
been joined by those of Abu Bies, called El Jatüt Ben Balkin 
El Magaravi, they proceeded in company to Eez, where they 
obtained possession of that half of the city which had still 
lield out,—the quarter of the Alcairvanes, namely; its 
governor, Muhamad Ben Amer, of Mekinez, having first 
been slain fighting in defence of its gates. The Anda-
lusians then caused King Hixem Ben Alhakem to be pro-
claimed sovereign, and to avoid angering those troops, Jatíit 
Ben Balkin agreed to let it be done peaceably, although not 
without reluctanee. Intelligence of the advantage thus ob-
tained was then sent to Cordova, where it was celebrated 
with much rejoicing. 

The following year brouglit a grievous plague of locusts 
on all the land of Almagreb. In the first months of that 
year the lord of the Zenete Cabilas, Zeiri Ben Atia El Ma-
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garavi, called ais o El Chazeri, carne to Eez, where he was 
received by Ascaleha and Abu Bies, called Jatut Ben Balkin 
El Magaravi. 

Cruel wars were meanwhile raging in the province of 
Africa befcween Abulbehar Ben Zeiri Ben Menad, of San-
liaga, and his nephew, Mansur Ben Balkin, Lord of Tunis; 
for the latter, abandoning the party of Spain, and separating 
himself from that friendship which his father had accepted 
from the Hagib Muhamad Almanzor, had proclaimed the 
Obeida sovereigns in all his states ; whereupon Abulbehar 
had entered those provinces, and subjugating the towns, had 
caused the Omeyas of Spain to be proclaimed from every 
Alminbar. That general also took possession of the city 
of Mehadia, with others of the district of Zaub ; and in 
each he commanded that the Chotba should be made for 
King Hixem, which was done accordingly ; ñor there only, 
but in all the provinces of Africa and Almagreb. 

This intelligence was despatched without delay to Cor-
dova, and was celebrated there in like manner with much 
rejoicing, the Hagib Almanzor sending to Abulbehar the 
title of Ameer for all the provinces he held in his power, 
with a present of beautiful horses, to which he added 
the sword and vestments of an Ameer, all of the most 
costly workmanship, and adorned writh very precious orna-
ments. 

But acarcely had Abulbehar received these titles, when he 
changed his allegiance, and, without any known cause or 
conceivabie motive, declared himself to be under the pro-
tection oí the Obeidas, to whom he proffered his obedience, 
and íorbade the Chotba for King Hixem to be any longer 
inade 111 the mosques. 

When the Hagib Muhamad Almanzor was made ac-
quamted with the perfidious levitv of which Abulbehar Ben 
Zeiri had thus given proof, he wrote letters in all haste to 
Zeiri Ben Atia, charging him to take vengeance for those 
acfcs of contempt, and authorizing him to occupy and liold 
possession of all the provinces, whether in Africa or Zaub, 
of which Abulbehar then liad command. To this Zeiri 
inade reply, declaring that he would make a cruel war on 
Abulhebar, and would not cease from the same until he 
had despoiled that changeling both of state and life. 
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The Hagib himself was meanwhile invading Castile and 
G-allicia; he destroyed Oxma, burnt Alcoba to the ground, 
and, returning by Atincia, demolished the walls of that 
city. 

In these campaigns Muhamad Almanzor was accompanied 
by the two most eminent men of genius at that time in 
Spain,—these were Abu Amer Ahmed Ben Derag El Castali 
of Cazalla, who was Alchatib of the Diván to the Ata, or 
treasury of war ; and Abu Meruan Abdelmelic Ben Edris, 
who was known as Aben Harizi. 

In the year 378, Abderahman Almudafar, the son of 
Almanzor, repaired to the frontiers of eastern Spain, and 
attacking the people of Afranc, who had descended from 
their mountains in great numbers, he defeated them with 
heavy loss on their side. Having assured the tranquillity 
of the frontier, he then returned to Cordova, loaded with 
riches, seeing that the spoil made had been enormous. On 
that rrarch the general was accompanied by Muhamad Ben 
Abi Husam of Tadmir, a virtuous man of austere life, who 
had travelled long and extensively in Asia, Africa, and other 
parts. 

In the year following, the Hagib Almanzor once more 
directed his arms against the frontier of Gallicia, and 
occupied Medina Colimbria. He then proceeded to Santyac, 
which he also took, and razed the walls thereof to their 
foundations. Many captives and much spoil were taken on 
that occasion also ; and Muhamad returned to Cordova in 
triumph, paying visits to the cities of Talavera and Toledo 
on his way thither. 

]Nor had Zeiri Ben Atia remained idle in Africa. With 
his troops of the Zenete Cabilas, and other tribes from Bar-
bary, he joined the Andalusian forces, and proceeded to march 
against Abulbehar Ben Zeiri; but the latter did not ven-
ture to wait his approach, and constantly ílying before him, 
took shelter at length with his nephew, Mansur Ben Balkin, 
with whom but a short time before he had been waging a 
war of extermination, but to whose hands he now 
abandoned all his rights, and resigned the defence of his 
states. 

Aben Atia was meanwhile so fortúnate in that campaign 
as to gain early possession of Medina Telencen and all its 
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dependencies ; after which, lie soon made himself master of 
the territories which had been the lordship of Abulbehar, 
thus extendinghis states from Sas Alacsa toZaub, and beyond 
the confines of Almagreb. He then despatched Forenieos 
or couriers with intelligence of these events to the Hagib 
Muhamad Almanzor; and soon after this news of victory, 
he likewise sent Muhamad very costly presenta, which 
arrived in Spain towards the cióse of the year. Among 
other objects composing that magnificent gift, were a 
hundred generous* horses of noble race ; fifty large camels 
íor the transport of baggage : a thousand lances of the 
iabric of Lamta, a great quantity of beautifully made bows, 
with an equally large supply of handsome quivers, filled 
with careíully pointed arrows, scimitars, and other weapons 
oí the finest temper, likewise made part of that rich present. 
-Lo these things were added several girafíes, with other wild 
beasts and rare birds from Lybia, the deserts of Lamta, and 
other regions, as were many sumpter mules laden with bales 
oí delicate cloths, woven of the finest wool and exquisitely 
embroidered, and a thousand loads of dried fruits, all of 
ailíerent kinds and the most carefully selected qualities. 

Al these things gratified Almanzor very highly ; andtlie 
üagib wrote to Zeiri Ben Atia, thanking him on his own 
part and m the ñame of the King Hixem Ben Alhakem. 
rr,rrii , 1

r ?3 l e w e d t l i e compact of protection previously 
S í p f n e m

1
E e n A t i a ' attaching no other conditions 

nreser>r, dli 0 n l J t l l 0 s e o f obedience and respect. These 
T o m m ^ l t ™ * ? 5 e a ? h C o r d o v a f r o m t t e coast until the 
w S T í n í ° f t h e y e a r 381> t l i e d a 7 of their arrival 
the city g ° n e W h e n t h e r e w a s a § r e a t Estival held in 

During this year one of the principal cavaliers of 
Andalusia, AbuAbdallah Ben Abed, departed from Seville 
and repaired to the East, taking in his company Said Beii 
-Kaxic of Cordova, called Abu Othman, a very learned and 
reiigious man, whose object it was to perform this pilcrimaeo 
to the holy houses, and who in the course of that peregri-

Amb^tSov í r f K 1 1 r 6 a d e r ^ e p t ÍC> 0 r i§ i n a l expression of the 

TOL. I I . 
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nation held intercourse with all tlie most erudite masters of 
the East. Both these cavaliers were constant frequenters 
of those academical conferences which were held in the 
house of the Hagib Muhamad Almanzor, and the president 
of which was the accomplished Ibrahim Ben Nazor, El 
Saracusti, or, as we should say, of Saragossa. I t was he 
who proposed the various subjects to be discussed in those 
assemblies, and held the principal part therein. His con-
temporaries and those of that age called him Malic Ben 
Anas. He was one of the most learned Mufties of the 
Aljama of Cordova. 

On a certain Saturday in that same year, and it was the 
twelfth day of the moon Bamazan, Said Ben Othman Ben 
Meruan El Coraixi, known as Aben Bolita, presented to 
the Hagib Muhamad Almanzor, a Casida, or long composi-
tion of very elegant verses, written in his praise, the subject 
being the past campaigns and brilliant victories of that 
leader. The members of the Academy read it that day in 
one of those assemblies before alluded to, with great 
applause from all present. The poem contained a hundred 
verses ; and the following day Almanzor presented Said Ben 
Othman with three hundred doubloons of gold, which were 
sent to his house in purses wrapped in cloth of silver. 

The fatne enjoyed by the learned men of Spain, and more 
particularly those of Cordova, having extended into other 
countries, "many travellers from all lands were attracted 
thereby, and carne not o aly from Egypt, Africa, Syria, the 
Iraks and Persia, but from the country of Boum, from 
Afranc, and from G-allicia. In the year preceding 380, 
there came to Cordova Said Ben Hassan El Bebai, known 
as Abulola, a man distínguished for his knowledge of 
lancruages, and learned in all other sciences. He was a 
native °of Diar Musul, had studied in Bagdad, and was 
considered to be one of the best poets of his time. Chari-
table and humane, Said Ben Hassan was remarked for 
the grace of his demeanour and his affability of manners ; 
the Hagib Almanzor honoured him greatly, and loaded him 
with benefits, assigning him his appointments from the 
fund destined to the service of the learned. _ But this 
income did not suííice him, because the disposition of Said 
Ben Hassan was to give freely, and he was of expensive 
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habits. I t is even said tliat this Abulola proved himself 
not a little eager for gifts, and sufficiently astute in the 
practice of obtaining such by his verse and the graces of 
bis manner; ñor did he ever lose an occasion for procuring 
íavours and rewards. 

One day the crafty Eebai entered the Maglisa of 
Almanzor clothed in a worn-out mantle, so thin and 
düapidated that it permitted the vestments beneath to be 
seen, although the day was one of more than common 
importance, when a large concourse of the learned and 
distinguished persons eomposing those assemblies was 
expected. « How is this, Abulola ?" enquired the Hagib, 
perceivmg him to present himself in that unseemly plight. 
. ibis garment that thou seest," replied Said Ben Hassan, 
m

 r
a Piamtive and humble tone, " was the gift of our 

sovereign, whom Grod preserve; and as I have no gala dress 
more valuable than this—may God reward the giver,—so I 

P u t lt¡ " Thou hast done well," replied Almanzor. 
-But, to the end that a mantle so precious may not be 

v orn out by too frequent service, to-morrow I will takecare 
to sena thee other vestments for festal occasions, and thou 

mi • , preserve this as it merits." 
M i h l s m a n dedicated many books to the Hagib 
muhamad Almanzor; as, for example, the Kiteb Eusüs, 
sition nf ti topazes; the Nueder Welgarib, an expo-
W ' j f , ? ^ u Aly El Cali, the" « Book of the 

Deeps " and a ¡ í ' ' ' one called " A Treatise on the 
the Skcrih i T r W r M i l i t a r y Tactics, which last pleased 
deraSemerff t ' , 1 ^ w e r e b e s i d e s «thers o / cons i -
t n r n r ^ t T H a s s a * ™ remarkable for his 

J , P l i e g ^ e himself little trouble as to 
the truth or correctness of what he said, but uttered the 
words that hrst carne to his lip s . We find it related of 
him that he one day entered the palace to pay a visit to 
Almanzor at a moment when the Hagib held in his hand* a 
work on the laymg out and cultivation of gardens which 
üad just been presented to him by Mabroman Ben Boreid 

d t w V f \ T r t a Í n - í ° 1
W n ? S ? a i n > b u t w h i c l 1 was at some 

o f the ( Í ^ e , C T t a l . r v i t h ! S lV° r k ' t h e r e i s mentiou 
Sdionr I t - a n d v6. í w h l c h a r e "ames or terms 
maicatmg the mequalities of the ground before it has been 



20 DOMINION 03? T H E AEA13S I N S P A I N . [A.D. 991-2. 

sown. "When Said Ben Hassan appeared, the Hagib said 
to him, "Abulola!" and he made answer: " Labaika ye 
mulena"—" What wills my lord r" Then enquired Almanzor 
and said : " Among the many books that pass through thy 
hands, hast thou seen that of the Cüelib and the liúelib of 
Mabroman Ben Boreid ?" To which Said Ben Ilassan 
replied : " Yes, my lord, I saw it at Bagdad, in the copy of 
Abu Becri Ben Daweid. I t was in letters like the foot of 
the ant, had such and such figures upon the si des, and con-
tained so and so, this thing and that." "Whereupon the 
Hagib exclaimed : " Dost thou not shame thyself, Abulola, 
t o H e t h u s ! This book hath just been written in such a 
place by such an author, and treats of so and so." But 
Abulola still maintained that although he could not deny 
the truth of all that had been advanced by the Hagib, yet 
that what he had himself said was none the less true. This 
Said Ben Hassan was Alchatib, or preacher, in the mosque 
of the Aljama Azabira of Cordova. 

Zeiri Ben Atia had meanwhile made good his seat in Pez, 
where he had established many of his friends and partizans, 
while to others he assigned possessions in the Comarca, where 
he settled many of his servants and followers. In the year 
382, he received letters from the Hagib Muhamad Almanzor, 
enjoining him to repair to the capital, the King Hixem Ben 
AÍhakem El Muyad Billah having appointed him to be 
"Wali of Cordova. Without loss of time, Ben Atia then 
put himself on the way, leaving his son Almaan to manage 
the afíairs of government in his place, and comiuanding him 
to fix his residence at Telencen. Zeiri likewise made 
Abderahman Ben Abdelkerim Ben Thalaba, Sahib of the 
Barrio or quarter of the Andalusians; while he appointed 
Aly Ben Muhamad Casim Ben Aly Ben Cusus to hold 
the same office in thac of the Alcairvanes. As Cadi of both 
quarters, he named the learned Alfaqui, Abu Muhamad 
Casim Ben Amer, El Lesdi. 

These matters all arranged, Zeiri Ben Atia departed for 
Cordova, taking with him many valuables and presents of 
great cost, such as jewels, fine furniture, and other rarities. 
H e farthermore loaded many beasts of burthen with the 
strange birds added by his liberal liand to that present, and 
of which there were some that had been taught to speak 



A.D. 986.] or CE11TAIN EVENT8 IN ALHAGEEB. 21 

the tongues of Barbary, the Algarabía,* and others. Lions, 
panthers, and zebras, in great cages of iron, with camels 
and civet cats, were among the objects transported into 
Spain by Zeiri Ben Atia, as were also dates of very rare 
kinds, such as those of Azarfan, with nuts as large as great 
goblets. He had in his company three hundred eavaliers 
of his family and kindred, with a train of three hundred 
esquires all carefully selected for that honour. 

When Muhamad Almanzor was made acquainted with the 
approach of Zeiri Ben Atia, he prepared for him a very 
pompous reception, and lodged him in the Alcazar of the 
Hagib Giafar. King Hixem received him with much dis-
tinction, granting him honours and immunities of the most 
distinguished favour. The Hagib Muhamad had commanded 
that the title of Vizier Quibir shonld be conferred on the 
guest, and all seemed proceeding most amicably. Yet in 
the midst of all these compliments and delicate exchanges 
of courtesy, there grew np olfence and enmity between 
Almanzor and Ben Atia, who could indeed not fail to 
see each other with unfriendly eyes, since it was not 
in the nature of things that two men so great and so proud 
could live in contact with any hope of unión. 

No long time had elapsed, therefore, before Zeiri Ben Atia 
requested permission from the King Hixem El Muyad 

u^u r e t u r n -áfrica, whence he had received notices 
which caused him to hasten his departure. The king dis-
missed him to his Amilia accordingly, and, at parting, 
che Ilagib Almanzor required him to rénew those compacts 
oí homage for the states of Magreb to which Ben Atia had 
previously agreed, as also for whatever else he had acquired 
m those provinces. 

When Zeiri Ben Atia had crossed the sea and landed in 
the territory of Tangier, he laid his hand on his brow and 
said, " At length I comprehend for what reason Muhamad 
Almanzor invited me to Cordova;" and when, inthemaking 
of the Chotba, there were some who named him as the 

* A sort o£ mixed language spoken at the pcriod in question in 
all the provinces of Spain—a kind of Lingua Franca. The word has 
become obsoleto, but may still be heard occasionally I t now means 
"jargon."—TE. 
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Yizier Quibir, whicb was tbe title given to him in the 
capital, he exclaimed, " Not Yizier ! by Allah, not Yizier! 
but Ameer, and Son of Ameer:" ñor did he take pains to 
conceal that he had returned malcontent with the Hagib, 
but declared openly that his voyage had proved Muhamad 
Almanzor to be unlike what fame had reported of him. 

During the absence of Zeiri in Spain, affairs in Africa 
had not remained as he had left them. The Ameer Jadoc 
Ben Jali El Yaferini had invaded his territories with a 
powerful army, had entered Eez by surprise, and, althougli 
opposed by those of the Andalusian Quarter, had forced the 
gates of that Barrio, and during the moon Dylcada, in the 
year 382, had obtained possession of the whole city. With 
this fact Zeiri Ben Atia was made acquainted on his land-
ing in Tangiers, and he forthwith prepared to march against 
the invader. Many battles were then fought between them, 
with varying fortune, for Jadoc Ben Jali was an able 
general, as well as a brave man ; he was, besides, incited 
by the desire to avenge his father's death, and his troops, 
who were of the Cabilas of Yafur, were exceedingly valiant 
and well inured to war. Zeiri prevailed in the end, never-
theless : he defeated the forces of Jador, and meeting 
himself in the mélée, he slew him and cut ofF his head, which 
he sent to the Hagib Muhamad Almanzor, who was then at 
Cordova, at the commencement of the year 382. After this 
victory, Zeiri Ben Atia remained the undisputed master of 
almost all Magreb, and feared nobody. 

In the year 382, and at nightfall of Thursday the third 
day of the moon Xaval, a poetical tournament or contro-
versy was held in the Academy of Humanities, which, as 
we have said, was accustomed to assemble in the house of 
the Hagib Muhamad Almanzor; and on that occasion many 
excellent compositions in verse were read, to the great satis-
faction of the hearers. The subject of some among these 
productions was the eulogy of King Hixem El Muyad 
Billah, and of his Hagib Muhamad Almanzor,—those most 
applauded being the works of the Secretary Ahmed Ben 
Derag El Casteli, and those of the Yizier Alchatib, Abdel-
melic Ben Edris of Algezira, who was called Abu Meruan. 
There likewise appeared on that occasion the renowned poet, 
Muhamad Ben Elisai, a man greatly favoured by Almanzor, 
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and who had in his house a garden of rose-trees which 
yielded roses in every month of the year; these he sent to 
the Hagib as a tribute, with many subtle conceits and 
elegant compliments. The General Jali Ben Ahmed Ben 
Jali was accustomed to oífer a similar act of courtesy to 
Almanzor; and on one occasion the flowers he sent were 
accompanied by the following verses :— 

" When from my garden fair I send thee roses 
Blooming, whate'er the season, all admire 
That marvel, and demand if flowery Spring 
í le r steps hath quickened. " No," they quick reply, 
The grateful multitude, " still hold their pace, 
The circling seasons, and this miracle 
That wakes our wonder, searce should canse us marvel. 
I t comes because the power of Great Almanzor 
Turns all our life to Spring !" 

Another of those who distinguished themselves in that 
assembly was the learned Ibrahim Ben Muhamad El 
Axa-rafi, so called from the place of his birth, seeing that he 
was born in the Axarafe, on the heights of the Señorío in 
Seville. He was Alchatib, or preacher, of the Aljama in 
his native place, but had been iuvited to Cordova by the 
Hagib Almanzor. His excellence as a preacher was equal 
to his ability as a poet. "With these eminent men came also 
Ismael Ben Abderahman, a very learned Cordovan, who had 
been long in Egypt, but now lived in his native city, whero 
he had fíxed his'dwelling in the neighbourhood of the Cadi 
Abulabas Ben Delruen. 

The prize givenby the Hagib Muhamad to the successful 
competitors in these triáis of poetical skill, was one hundred 
gold doubloons, which he had distributed at given times from 
the first establishment of the academv. He furthermore 
caused a collection to be made of such poems as he con-
sidered to be of merit. 

In the numerous campaigns and expeditions made by the 
Hagib, it was his custom to take with him two or three of 
these active spirits, and those men were wont to compose 
their verses beneath the shade of the warlike pavilion, 
describing the battles delivered, and the various circum-
stances of each conquest, in graceful song. Thus, to 
Gallicia and the siege of Santyac, Muhamad Almanzor took 
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Aben Derag and Abdelmelic El Harizi, poets who emu-
lated each other in tlie fulness of thought, facility of 
expression, and elegant polish of their verse. 

There was even one occasion wherein El Harizi, on the 
very night succeeding a great battle, had presented himself 
to the Hagib with his completed composition, and Almanzor, 
turning to Aben Derag, enquired of him—" And thou, Aben 
Derag, couldst thou do the same ?" whereupon, between that 
hour and the dawn of morning, the latter also produced a 
description of the battle, with that of the march which had 
preceded it, the country through which the army had passed, 
and the spot whereon the combat had taken place,—every 
incident, in short,— even to the most minute ; a task which 
he accomplished to the admiration of all who understood 
tlie matter, and who exclaimed in their gladness, " ¥ e need 
not yield to any people when good poets are the question, 
for, with only our Harizi and Aben Derag, we may safely 
compete with Habib and Motenabi." 

Another distinguished member of this Academy, and one 
greatly favoured by the Hagib Almanzor, was Ibrahim Ben 
Edris El Olui Alhasani El Muñios, called Mübal. He pro-
duced an admirable composition in eulogy of Ben Hudheil 
A.ben Kazia, the lord of certain fortresses in the East, which 
were called the Santamaría of Aben Bazia, who was a par-
ticular friend of Muhamad Almanzor. 

About this time one of the most brilliant spirits in Spain, 
Casim Ben Mohamad El Meruani namely, known as El 
Xibenisi, from the ñame of his country, had been detained 
some time in prisonby the Cadilcoda ; whereupon, becoming 
wearied of that long detention, Casim wrote a supplication 
to the Hagib Muhamad, and this being composed in verses 
of much elegance, did in effect procure him the desired 
deliverance. 

C H A P . C . — O F THE INCURSIÓN MADE BY AXMANZOR ON THE TERRI-
TORIES OF GAXLICIA, ANJ) THE CAPTIVITY OF THE KING- GARCIA. 

IN" the first opening of the spring of the year 384, the Hagib 
Almanzor assembled his banners of Andalusia, Merida, and 
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Toledo, and departed with a mighty host of cavalry for the 
frontiers of Gallicia. He defeated the Christian troops 
opposing his passage, destroyed the fortresses ofthe Infidels, 
and burnt their churches ; to say nothing of the large spoils 
which he took from their towns, and the vast number of the 
captives whom he bore away, yonng men and maidens alike. 

Having gained the Marismas or marshy plains of Gallicia 
and Bortecala, Muhamad Almanzor attacked the church of 
Santyac, which lie burnt ; but the Christians had themselves 
despoiled that temple of its riches, and for this the Hagib 
destroyed the neiglibouring city, commanding, moreover, 
that the bells of the church, which the Infidels had not re-
moved, should be taken to Cordova. He then returned to 
the capital, which he entered in triumph, preceded by four 
thousand captives—youths and damsels. The day was one 
of great festivity in the city of Cordova ; and the bells which 
Almanzor had brought with him were given by him to the 
Aljama, where they were assigned a place in the court of 
the building. 

At the Easter of the Victims in thia year, the Toleic Marón 
Ben Abderahman was set at liberty, having been in prison 
sixteen years, according to the sentence pronounced on him 
íor the slaying of bis father, as before related. This event 
was celebrated in numerous verses by the poets of Anda-
lusia; among others, by Nafe Ben Biadhi, of Algezira, and 
Abderahman Ben Xablac El Iiadrami, of Seville, a com-
petitor, in the elegance of his metre, with the renowned 
Abu Amar Jusuf Ben Harun El Bamedi. This erudite and 
mgenious Xablac, whom some cali Xibrac,is the authorwho 
relates of himself the following circumstance as having 
taken place when he was very oíd, and he lived, in effect, to 
a very great age, departing from life but a short time before 
the accession of the Beni Hamud. He tells us, then, that 
being in a dream, he beheld himself seated in a Macbora, or 
cemetery, of very great beauty,—rich in ílowers, and shaded 
by trees of abundant leaf and very green, beneatli which 
El Xablac thought he was laid, amidst bright and odorife-
rous blossoms. In that cemetery was a sepulchre sur-
rounded by closely planted cypresses and myrtles, amidst 
which reposed a large company, who were drinking and 
making much noiae, as they reclined on the delicate ílowers 
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and verdant grass. Many gave evidence, in fact, of so 
extravagant a gladness, that Xablac reproved them, as he 
thought, for their unbecoming mirth, saying to them, 
" Is it thus that you obey the wise adm'onitions ? By 
Allah ! profane not by these outcries the honourable place 
of graves." To which they replied, " Dost thou, then, not 
know whose grave it is that we surround ?" And he made 
answer, saying that he did not know. 

Then said those revellers, " This sepulchre is the resting-
place of Abu Aly El Ilakem Alhasan Ben Heni, and from 
the myrtles which overshadow this grave thou shalt not 
deparfc, until thou hast oífered to him thy eulogy." 

"Then it was," adds the learned Xablac, " that I made 
certain verses which have since become sufficiently known." 

In the year 385, the Hagib Muhamad Almanzor departed 
from Cordova to invade the territory of the Christians on 
the eastern frontier; he was accompanied on that occasion 
by the Vizier Abdelmelic Abu Meruan, a man wise in counsel 
and of great experience : Abulola of Mosul, and other illus-
trious captains, were also of his company. Almanzor's 
march to the frontier was performed with so much celerity, 
that before the Christians were made aware of his having 
left Cordova, he was already on their lands. But the 
Christians of the Albaskense Mountains and those of 
Gallicia had united their forces, and were assembling an 
innumerable multitude, which was led by Garcia Ben 
Sancho,* King of the Christians of the mountains, a very 
good cavalier. 

I t was not the intention of the Christians, as it would 
appear, to give immediate battle to the Moslemah, but only 
to impede their march and give time for the arrival of all 
the troops they expected; but they were attacked without 
delay by the cavalry of Almanzor, and many sanguinary 
skirmishes were fought with equal obstinacy on both sides. 
At length the Christians, having taken up a position in 
which they had the advantage of being sheltered by certain 
heights, the Hagib commanded his cavalry to retire, hoping 

* In our chronicles this " Garcia Ben Sancho" is called the Conde 
Garcia Fernandez: " in era 1033, prseserunt Mauri Conde Garcia 
Fernandiz, et fuit obitus ejus die 2, feria; 4, Kal. Aug." These dates 
are exact, and are confirmed by the Arabic authorities.—Conde. 
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that the enemy would thus be tempted to descend into the 
plain. 

In the evening of this day, Alhassan Said, of Bagdad, 
presented a stag bound with cords to Muhamad Almanzor, 
with a copy of verses, wherein he predicted to him the 
approach of victory: these were as follows:— 

" Thou! my solé refuge, when palé fears assail me— 
Thou! my sure aid in every hour of peril— 
Thou ! shelter of the desoíate :—thine arm 
Hath been my shield : on me thy hand hath poured 
Blessings abundant as the rain that falls 
Brightening the meads to verdure, and awaking 
Blossom and plant in each rejoicing field. 

And God sliall be thine aid—the powers of Heaven 
Shall eombat with thy bands ; the misbeliever 
Casting before thee prone. Yet had mine eyes 
Not seen thy valour, and the power supreme 
Of thine all-conquering genius, this faint heart 
Now leaping in my bosom, must have quailed 
Before the coming perils. But I see thee! 
I see thee raging through yon grove of pines, 
Where, as two leoparcls springing on one pard, 
The warriors rush to battle. Thou, great lord, 
Dost banish all my fear. But for thine arm, 
I, wretched ereature, was the proud one's prev. 
That arm of might hath saved me. Whcrefoi'c now 
Permit the servant by thy grace advanced 
To walk beneath thy shield, this night to offer 
The stag thus bound, and not without a cause. 

For this is Garcia's self. Here in these bands 
Hast thou the son of Sancho !—if mine eyes 
llave looked aright,—if Heaven their augury 
I lath owned,—then this ia Garcia. With the dawn, 
That soon shall brighten, comes for us the joy 
Of a great day—for thee the pride of conquest. 

Be gracious to thy servant; be his offering 
Accepted, and his pains are overpaid. 
Confusion to thy foes, renowned Almanzor! 
Soon on their heads devoted mayst thou pour 
The arrows of thy wrath, as rushing rain-clouds 
Fall fast and heavily upon the plains. 
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Almanzor accepted the stag and the verses with infinite 
pleasure, and rejoiced much as he discoursed with his 
generáis that night on the facility with which the prophecy 
of Said Abulola might be fulfiíled. He decided on the 
various dispositions to be made with his captains, and 
directed all the arrangements for the coming day. When 
the dawn appeared, he made his Azala, or early prayer, 
reviewed the warriors arrayed under tbe various banners of 
his host, and commanded that the trumpets and Anafires 
should give the signal for battle. 

The sfcrife commenced accordingly, with equal resolution 
on the part of both arinies, and fearful cries of war on either 
side. The air was filled with a whirlwind of arrows, and 
thick clouds of dust aróse to the skies. The leaders of the 
van made a show of retreating, as had been agreed on, and 
appeared to be yielding ground, in spite of themselves, to 
the might of the eneiny. Then the Christians, animated 
by that semblance of advantage, carne down from their 
acclivities as do impetuous torrents that descend to the 
plains, and their fearful vociferations caused the valleys to 
resound. But when the advance of the Moslemah seemed 
to have been tbrown into disorder, and the centre appeared 
on the point of giving way to its terrors in all the confusion 
of flight, the cavalrv of the rear-guard, and that of the wings 
of the Moslemah army, took the Christians in flank and 
attacked them on both sides. 

The generáis and cavaliers of the Infidel host fought with 
astonishing valour ; but the courage of the multitude sink-
ing before that unexpected onslaught, the great massof their 
forces became dismayed, and, falling into disorder, the troops 
began to fly on all sides, pursued by the Moslemah cavalry, 
which made a cruel carnage among them. The number of 
captives taken was also very great, but was more remarkable 
for the quality and importance of the persons composing a 
large portion of those captured, tlian for the vast amount of 
the common people. 

And now was seen a strange thing; for, as if Said Abu-
lola had by his science attained to the knowledge of what 
the Great and Mighty Grod had determined in the eterna! 
decrees of His providence, that which he had described in 
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his poetical augury carne to pass, and his prophecy was 
accomplished. 

Among the principal cavaliers taken captive was the 
King of the Christians, Garcia Ben Sancho, but he was so 
grievously wounded that he died a few days after the battle, 
notwithstanding all the cures and medicaments of theLeeches 
who were charged by Muhamad Almanzor to do everything 
which their science permitted for his cure. This memorable 
engagement took place on the second day of Bebie Postrera 
m the year 385.* 

The Hagib commanded that the body of King García 
should be placed m a richly decorated coffin, which he then 
wrapped m a coveriug of cloth of s carie t and gold, very 
precious This, filled with fine aromas, he was about to 
send to the Christian subjeets of the dead monarch, when 
certain cavaliers of his people arrived in the camp with 
great riches to ransom the body of their king; but of all 
those costly presents Almanzor would receive nothing. 

In the moon Xawal of the same year 385, the Hagib 
Muhamad defeated the Christians once more ; and after 
that engagement, the King Bermond of Galliciaf sent 
messengers and letters bearing proposals of peace to 
Almanzor, who commanded Ayub Ben Amer of Gezira 
«altas to return with the Christian envoys for the purpose 

M o í e t a h . ^ ^ B e r m ° n d ' 0 n t h e P ^ t ^ the 

f r o m ' c o ^ í r ^ t L ? c o r a m e ^ e d , prevented the Hagib 
X e he Z ¿ 8 enterprise, and he returned to Cordova, 
where he was received with great reioiciiigs. 

When Ayub Ben Amer arrived in the capital with the 
conditions of peace to which he had agreed with K m X 
mond of Gallicia, the Ha^ib AI & V 
j- i _ , , n J 1VLUnamad Almanzor was much 
displeased to find that he had suffered the infidels to gain 
great advantages, and conceiving certain suspicions agaiü s t 
Ayub, he east him into pnson: ñor could the Hagib ever 
be prevailed on to grant him his liberty while he lived • nnd 
Í Was

A
 110t ™til after the death of Muhamad Almanzor that 

meHc hTs'sor8 ^ ^ ^ ^ i m p m 0 n m e n t Abdel-
* A.D. 995. " 
t Bermudo II. of León.—Conl'. 



3 0 D O M I N I O N 03? T H E A E A 1 3 S I N S P A I N . [A.D. 991 -2 . 

CIíAP. CX.—OF VARIOUS EVENTS THAT NOW TOOK PLACE IN SPAIN 
AND AERICA. 

THE friendship and good intelligence apparently existing 
between Zeir Ben Atia and tbe Hagib Muhamad Almanzor 
was maintained by the former in public, until the time when, 
inflated by his great increase of power, he began to make 
manifest the hatred which he had long concealed in his heart. 
He built and fortified the city of Wahda, surrounding it 
with walls, and furnisbing its gates with towers ; he also 
built a castle in the manner of a fortress. This city he 
peopled with inhabitants chosen from such of his people as 
lie believed to be most devoted to his interests; and, having 
constituted the place a regal abode and the capital of his 
states, the site of it being nearly in the centre of the same, 
he placed in it all his riches and treasures ; 

In the moon Begeb of the year 384, Zeir Ben Atia com-
pleted the walls of his city ; and although he had some dif-
ferences with the Hagib Almanzor even while occupied with 
that work, yet he dissembled the anger he felt until the year 
386, when Almanzor was informed that he had commanded 
his ñame to be omitted from the public prayer, and would 
scarcely suffer the mention of that of Hixem El Muyad 
Billah. I t was furthermore made known to the Hagib that 
Zeir Ben Atia, showing no respect to the king, had despoiled 
of their governments not a few among those who had been 
appointed by Muhamad Almanzor, and had sent them to 
Cebta. Hearing these things, the Hagib then commanded 
the general "Wadha El Eeti to march against Ben Atia, and 
that leader set forth accordingly, with a very large forcé of 
foot and horse. 

In the moon Safar of the year 387, the Hagib Almanzor 
made an irruption on the territory of Alava, and on that 
occasion he divided all the booty and captives taken among 
his troops, not excepting even the fifth that appertained to the 
king ; Hixem El Muyad having authorised him to do so at 
his departure for that expedition, in consideration of the 
fact that it was undertaken during the season of cold and 
rains. 

The forces of "Wahda El Eeti had meanwhile arrived at 
Tangiers, where they were joined by some of the Cabilas 
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from Gomara and Sanhaga, with others belonging to the 
Xenetes and certain tribes of Barbary. To all these Wadha 
distributed money, as well as arnis and vestments, departing 
from Tangiers with a very numerous host. Zeir Ben Atia 
carne forth to meet him from Medina Fez, having on hÍ3 
part a carefully selected forcé; and the first engagement, a 
very obstínate one, was followed by others, which were also 
cruel combats. The two generáis fought during three 
months with various fortune, until the host of Wadha El 
Eeti, receiving no reinforcements, became exhausted, and, 
thus weakened, began to yield to the forcé of numbers ; 
finally, the troops were compelled to take flight, and sought 
refuge in Tangiers, after having suífered very heavy loss. 

Then Wadha El Eeti formed his resolution, and wrote to 
the Ilagib Muhamad Almanzor making known the condi-
tion of his affairs, and entreating that he might be at once 
supplied with succours of men, money, and provisions, all of 
which had failed him; whereupon the Hagib himself set 
torth from Cordova, and repaired to Algezira Alhadra. 
Ihere he commanded the assembling of a large forcé, and 
sent his own son, Abdelmelic Almudafar, therewith. The 
üower of the Spanish cavalry was called out for that expe-
aition, which was joined by the principal Alcaides ; but Al-
manzor remained at Agezira, to be prepared for what might 
wiiow, and to give all the more eífectual impulse to the for-

w l n g s u c c o u r s demanded by Wadha El Eeti. 
t T ' S t h a t Abdelmelic Almudafar had passed 

and wrotP tn611 S ^ ® " 1 A t i a> ^ became much alarmed, 
t W ^ n n r t h e Z e U e t e C a b i l a s> requesting aid; when 
there carne to him peoplefrom Velad Zaub, from Telencen, 
Sigilmesa Melia and other places of the Wadi Zene ta , -
emboldened by the arrival of whom, he sallied forth to 
seek and combat his enemies. 

On his part, Abdelmelic Almudafar left Tangiers with the 
troops of Andalusia, and accompanied by the General 
VV adha El Eeti. The two hosts met at Wadi-Mena on the 
confines of Tangiers, when a battle ensued of such atrocious 
carnage, that the like had never before been heard of 
Commencing at dawn, the combatants continued the strufrd¿ 
throughout the whole day, and did not cease until the set 

sun. 
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In the hottest moment of tlie conflict a negro youth,, 
called Zalem, whose brother had been killecl by Zeiri Ben 
Atia, met the latter in tbe combat, and seeing a good oppor-
tunity for avenging tbe deatb of his kinsman, tbe youth, 
who knew Zeiri by his insignia, carne behind kim and gave 
him three severe wounds with his Hanger or cutlass. Be-
lieving these wounds to be mortal, the negro then hastened 
to Abdelmelic, assuring him tbat he had wounded Zeiri Ben 
Atia to the death ; wbereupon that general, animating his 
troops with the intelligence thus received, fell with renewed 
vigour upon his enemies, who, being deprived of their leader, 
and believing him dead, were tbrown into confusion and put 
to flight, the Andalusians pursuing them eagerly and making 
a fearful slaughter. 

The disorder and dismay of the Zeneta forees soon at-
taiaed to the royal pavilion, into which Zeiri had retired to 
have his wounds bound up, and the vanquished leader saw 
himself compelled to join the flight with some of his prin-
cipal cavaliers, leaving his camp in the hands of the enemy, 
who seized the tents, pavilions, arms, horses, and camele,, 
with a large provision for the wants of the army, and greafc 
flocks of cattle. 

Zeiri fled, wounded as he was, xmtil he had reached a place 
called the Angosturas of "Wadilhaya, situated midway be-
tween two cities of Mequinez. He re he made a halt, and 
remained until be was joined by the nobles of his people 
and a large part of his fugitive army, hoping to be permitted 
to rest the re until he should be sulíiciently restored to pro-
ceed once more against Abdelmelic Almudafar. But the 
son of Muhamad Almanzor was not so to be thrown off; 
knowing whither Zeiri had fled, his opponent despatched 
"Wadha El Feti with a picked troop of five hundred horse, 
and this body, falling upon the forces of Ben Atia wlien they 
were least expecting an attack, compelled them to recommence 
the struggle. The battle was, as before, a well-contested 
one; but, although it was now night, the Andalusians 
fought so bravely that they once again defeated the foe, 
and this they did with all the more assurance, AS being con-
fident in the near vicinity of their camp and the succours 
held in reserve for them by Abdelmelic. 

The second defeat of Zeiri Ben Atia took place in the 



A.D. 997-8.] OCCURRENCES IN SPAIN AND AFRICA. 3 3 

middle of the moon of the Blessed llamazan, in the year 
387. The carnage was very great, the larger part of Zeiri's 
troops remaining dead on the ñeld, and the nobles of Maga-
rava, who were but little short of one thousand men, being 
all taken prisoners. 

Beiug informed of this last capture, Abdelmelic Almu-
dafar commanded that all should be instantly set at liberty, 
and even gave them their horses and arms, that each might 
depart whithersoever it pleased him; but a great number 
of them determined to remain with him, and took service in 
his host. 

Zeiri Ben Atia was meanwhile flying, accompanied by 
only a few of his people, to Medina Fez; but when he ar-
rived at the gates of that city he found that the inhabitants 
had elosed them against him, and refused to give him ad-
mission. The unfortunate prince then entreated that his 
children, and the rest of his family and household, might 
be sent out to him; whereupon the citizens put them forth, 
giving them horses and provisions for the necessities of a 
journey, when they all fied to the desert before Abdelmelic 
Almudafar, the son of Almanzor. That general was mean-
while devastating the territory of Sanhaga in his progress, 
and soon arrived at Medina Bez, where he was received with 
acclamations of triumph. His entry into the city was made 
on a Saturday, towards the end of the moon Xawal, in the 
year 387. 

Abdelmelic now wrote to his father Almanzor, giving 
him an account of his enterprise and the victories he had 
obtained, when the letter was reaa in the Alminbar of the 
G-reat Aljama of Cordova, and in that of the Aljama of 
Azahra, as well as in all the principal cities of Spain, easfc 
and west, as it had now become the custom to do on the? 
occasion of every great victory. That day the Hagib Mu-
hamad commanded that liberty should be given to five hun-
dred male captives of the Christians, and three hundred 
female slaves of that infidel race, thereby oíFering thanks to 
Grod for his signal mercies. He also distributed large suma 
to the poor, and paid the debts of many among the most 
honourable of the needv. 

In that same year of 387 the bridge of Toledo was rebuilt„ 
by order of Muhamad Ben Abdallah Ben Abi Amer Al-

YOL. II. D 
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manzor, Hagib to the Priace of the Believers, Hixem Ben 
Alhakem, called El Muyad Billah, the work having been 
performed by the hands of his servant and vizier, Chalaf 
Ben Muhamad Alameri. In the same year there died at 
that city, even Toledo, Abdelmenaum Ben Gralbon, the 
Mocri, or Iieader of the Aljama, and Ahmed Ben Sohli the 
Alfaqui, both natives of that place. In Medina Azahra, 
likewise, there departed from this life the Muti of the Al-
jama, Ibrahim Ben Abderahman El Tenesi, a learned and 
virtuous man. 

Now in those days it carne to pass that there was a poor 
widow, the mother of a robber and assassin, who was so 
notorious a criminal that bis heavy offences had been noised 
«ibout through all Andalusia ; but the woman now presented 
herself, nevertheless, to the Iíagib Muhamad Almanzor with 
a supplication, entreating that her son might be pardoned, 
and adjuring the Hagib, by the great favour at that time 
shown to all poor widows and orphans, to take pity upon 
him. 

When Almanzor had read that petition be struck his fore-
head with the open hand, and said " G-ualá !# " thou hast re-
minded me in good time of this evil-doer; the man must die." 
But instead of writing on the order, which he then gave to 
that effect, " Let him be crucified," the Hagib, in the dis-
traction of the moment, and with his thoughts occupied by 
the mother's prayer, wrote as follows—"Let him be set 
free; in which form the command was taken to the vizier, 
whose business it was to write upon it the formula, " Be 
this done as commanded;" after which it was to be pre-
sented to the Sahib Xarta, Prefect of Pólice, when the last-
named functionary saw that the sentence, confirmed by the 
Criminal Judge of the city, was carried into execution. 

But the vizier, being well acquainted with the character 
of the man's crimes, and unable to believe that he was to 
be pardoned, sent a messenger to the Hagib Muhamad, in-
quiring if he had given the order in that sense; whereupon 
Almanzor took the paper hastily and struck out the words 

* Guala! An exclamation of great emphasis, implying much emo-
iion. I t mav be rendered in more than one manner, as : " Now by 
Heaven!" or "ByAllah!" which is the rendering usually adopted by 
the present writer.—TE. 
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" Let him be set free:" but instead of replaeing them by 
the order for death, he wrote them again by the same inad-
vertence, insomuch that the paper remained as before. 

Surprised to find that although the Hagib had struck out 
those words, " Let him be set free," he had yet written 
them again, the vizier once more sent his messenger to 
Almanzor, demanding to know if he chose to have the 
matter concluded so, and not otherwise. The Hagib 
became much displeased at this second interruption, but 
again struck out the erroneous order. 

Tet what happened ? Beneath the words thus erased 
were written the same words, now thrice repeated; and this 
time the Vizier, no longer able to divine what was meant 
by these repeated erasures, each followed by the re-
establishment of the same phrase,—this time, I say, the 
Vizier repaired in person to the presence of the Hagib, and 
laying the paper before him, he said, " Thrice hast thou now 
commanded the setting free of this great criminal, and that 
of a truth is a strange thing." 

Almanzor then looked attentively at the words which he 
had thus three times written, and after having regarded 
them for some time in silence, he raised his eyes from the 
order before him, and spake thus: " It is so. I have 
written it thrice, and let him be set free; for although it 
was not my intention to do this, yet him whom Grod hath 
willed to be spared and given to freedom, we may not 
daré to crucify;" and the man was set at libcrty accord-
ingly. 

To his son, Abdelmelic Almudafar, the Hagib Almanzor 
now wrote, giving him very wise comiséis as to the manner 
in which he was to govern the people whom he had sub-
jected to his rule in Africa, recommending justice and 
prudence in terms of great forcé. This letter was read in 
the Minbar of the Grreat Aljama of the Alcairvanes on the 
last Juma of the moon of Dylcada, and to that same paper 
was appended the order by which Abdelmelic Almudafar 
was appointed Amil of Almagreb. 

In the spring of the year 388,_ the Hagib Muhamad sent 
orders for the passing over into Spain of the General 
Wadha El Eeti with a large body of cavalry; in command 
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of which Almanzor proposed to send that general against 
the Christians ; and Abdelmelic Almudafar despatched him 
into Andalusia accordingly without any delay. 

About the same time, the fortifications of Gebal Almina, 
a lofty hill to the east of Medina Cebta, were constructed, 
also by order of Muhamad Almanzor, who had remarked the 
level space upon its summit when he passed through that 
city, and saw that the plain there presented was well cal-
culated for the establishment of such defences. I t was, 
indeed, his purpose totransport the city itself to the summit 
of the hill; but after his death, they could never succeed 
in removing the dwellers from their seats below; and as 
the people thus persisted in retaining their ancient 
abode, the town commenced on the heights of Almina fell 
to ruin. 

Abdelmelic meanwhile continued in Medina Pez, govern-
ing the city and state with justice and prudence, and giving 
cause of complaint to no man ; yet, at the end of six months, 
his father wrote commanding him to return to Spain, send-
ing Iza Ben Said, Sahib Xarta of Cordova, to assume the 
government in his place. That ruler retained his office 
accordingly until the moon Safar, in the year 389, when 
Almanzor deprived him also of his government, confiscating 
all his possessions, and sending the General "VVadha El Peti 
to govern in his stead. Iza Ben Said returned to Spain in 
the same year. 

About this time Galib Ben O meya Ben Galib of Moron, 
called Abulasi, an erudite and much renowned poet, was 
pacing along the shore of the Guadalquiver where that 
river flows by Cordova, and being in sight of the Alcazar or 
royal palace, his meditations resolved themselves into the 
following verses:— 

" Palace of royal state, proud Alcnzar : 
What rich delights within thy walls are found: 
May thy good star preserve th.ee from all harm ! 

IIow many powerful monarchs have thy roofs 
Sean pass beneath their splendours. Yet the stars 
Now calrnly look upon the silent graves 
Of kings and héroes who have there abode. 
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Tell to the world, then,—whose adrairing e j es 
Look on thy seeming st.eadfastness—that all 
Is but deceit. Say, that of earth's dehghts 
Not one hath permanence ; and bid all know 
That Time liolds ever on his measured course. 

Yea, that we long for, as the morning sun 
Brightens the scene, we shun at cióse of day 
"With trembling or disdain. Doth not all cliange ? 
"Where now are thy proud lords, imperial Syria ? 
Where their high dwellings—eolumns, arches, towers ; 
The shining goíd and azure of their halls, 
Their strength and splendour?—eaeh alike hath flown, 
And scarcely now remains a trace of all 
More than of some poor nest of ants, low-niched 
At foot of lofty mountain. Better far 
Are ye who, sheltered in your lowly vales, 
Live in remote tranquillity. Seek not 
The height sublime, whose giddy summit bends 
Sheer o'er the precipice. Let not thy foot 
Press thoee illusive paths that beckon upwards: 
Best thou below. For if o'er the deep valleys 
The clouds gloom darkly at the break of morn, 
Yet these before might of day shall flee, 
Leaving the plains to ealm seeurity. 

Zeiri Ben Atia had, meanwhile, arrived in the temtory of 
Sanhaga, which he found in a state of revolt against its 
sovereign, Badis Ben Mansur Ben Balkic, who had been at 
variance with the nobles of his people from the time of his 
father's death. Availing himself of that occa^ion, Zeiri Ben 
Atia then sent to request assistance from the Zenete 
Cabilas, when a large body of cavalry instantly joined him 
from Magarava and other places. l i e then íéll on the 
Comarcas of Sanhaga, which he subjugated, driving the 
troops of his opponent from the district, and proceeding to 
Medina Tahart, of which he took possession, as he did of 
other towns in the territory of Zaub. He also made him-
self master suoeessively of Telencen, Xelf, and Masila; 
but in each of these places he took care to have the ñame 
of the King Hisem El Muyad Billah proclaimed in the 
streets. 

Having laid siege to Medina Axiada, which was the chief of 
all the towns in Sanhaga, Zeiri there maintained a battle with 
his enemies from the dawn of morning until late in the 
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afternoon, when the violent exertions he made re-opened 
the wounds received from the Negro Zalem,—and of these 
he died. This event took place in the year 391. 

C I I A P . C I I . — O F THE BATTLE OF CALAT ANOSOR, AND THE DEATH OF 
THE HAGIB MUHAMAD AIMANZOB. 

IN the year 390, Muhamad Almanzor marched once more 
on the frontier of eastern Spain, and the Christians carne 
forth against him with a powerful host; but he attacked 
them without delay, and the Christian generáis, who now 
feared him as one who held the Sword of Destiny, were 
again defeated and humbled by his hand. Heavy was the 
doom they suffered, andunhappy were the memories that he 
left among them of that battle of Ilisn Dhervera. He 
devastated their lands, destroyed their fortresses, and burnt 
their towns ;—the country which had once been a thickly 
peopled one was made a desert; seeing that the Infidels 
themselves burnt their own villages, hamlets, and dwellings 
of all kinds, to the end that our people might not profit by 
the shelter they afíorded. 

All these things accomplished, the Hagib Muhamad 
Almanzor returned to Cordova in triumph ; and it was then 
that Ahmed Ben Bordi, called Abu Hafas, one of the most 
learned viziers of the capital, presented him with his poetical 
works, while Suleiman Ben G-olghal also laid before the 
Hagib his book, wherein he treats of such of the physicians 
of Spain as had been most extensively renowned for their 
learning in the medical sciences. 

At that time it chanced that the Vizier Hassan Ben 
Melic Ben Abi Obda, an elegant and accomplished poet, 
entered the chamber of Muhamad Almanzor to pay him a 
visit, when he found the Hagib holding in his hands the 
Proverbs of Sohal Ben Abi Galib, known as Abu Serri, a 
work which had been compiled and written for the Caliph 
Harun Baxid,—and Almanzor said to him, " I am much 
pleased with the elegance of this book, and enjoy its merits; 
but the work still requires one thing to render it complete : 
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it wants a good commentary." Hearing this, the vizier 
Hassan requested the Hagib to give him the book, and, 
having received the same, retired With it to his house. A 
week only had elapsed from that time, when he again ap-
peared in the palace of Almanzor, towhom be now presented 
a learned commentary on the work of Sohal, in three 
hundred verses, of which he had made a beautiful copy, and 
this he now laid before the Hagib. Of this composition 
Muhamad Almanzor was accustomed to say, that tlie com-
mentary of Hassan Ben Melic was the most elegant work 
ever written in Spain,—and the same thing was affirmed by 
Husein Ben Walid Abulcasim in the academies of Almanzor, 
where Hassan, the author of the commentary, was at that timo 
competing in poetical improvisation with Abulola Said Ben 
Alhassan, and with Gehuar El Tegibi, known as Aben 
Eloriso of Almería. 

In the year 391, there departed for the East, Abderahman 
Ben Cid Amon of Heles, a disciple of Abu Othman Ben 
Said Ben Salem El Mageriti, so called from his native place 
Magerit, in the territory of Toledo; a man widely renowned 
in Africa, Egypt, and the Iracas, not only for his great 
knowledge, but for his exemplary lile. Now El Taglebi of 
Cordova was once sojourning with Abu Othman at Medina 
Bagdad, and one day, the former going fortli from the city, 
arrived at certain rustic abodes at no great distance, where 
he found a Saqui, or water-carrier, who held in his hand a 
beautifully cut and graven glass- of crystal, formed with 
extraordinary grace, and filled with the purest and clearest 
water. I t was then the season of roses, which had, how-
ever, but just begun, and El Taglebi, gathering some very 
fresh ones, placed them in that crystalline water, which 
looked all empurpled with the glow of the flowers as they 
shone through the transpareney of the glass. 

" Now as I was examining all this attentively," relates 
El Taglebi, " the water-carrier said to me, 'Wha t art thou 
looking at, Mogrebi ? dost thou stand thus admiring the 
beauty of the roses ?' To which I made answer and said, 
" Tea, that do I : seen thus in that crystal vase, the beauty 
of the roses enchants me.' ' Hear, then,' rejoined the 
water-carrier, ' a thought of mine concerning this flower 
and vase.' Whereupon he repeated the lines that follow — 
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{Tlie rose! the rose! she holds tlie throne of flowers • 
Iler empire none declines: 

To her the blossoms bend in all their bowers,— 
Their lovely queen, the rose, supreme she shines.' " 

_ And now, that the Christians might not have repose for a 
single vear, the Hagib Muhamad Almanzor commanded the 
asBsmblage of a large army : cavalry from the African pro-
vinces made an important part of this forcé ; and the tirst 
división of those troops disembarked at Algezira Alhadra, 
while the second was landed at Santa María, in Ocsonoba! 
The governor of Santarem, in Algarva, Farhon Ben Abdallah 
Ben Abdelwalid, also assembled a large body of cavalry, as 
did the Walies of Merida and Badajos, who summoned all 
the banners of their territories, respéctively, to take part in 
the conflict about to be reiaewed. The banners of Toledo 
were in like manner assembled; and in the year 392, the 
Hagib Muhamad Almanzor commenced his march upon 
the Comarcas of the Christian territories with a great and 
powerful host. 

The report of these preparations caused a similar move-
ment among the Infidels, and they gathered all their forcé 
to go forth against Almanzor. The Moslemah were 
arranged in two great divisions: the first comprising the 
cavalry of Andalusia, and the second that of Africa. The 
stream of war then poured itself over the country on each 
bank of the Douro, without meeting resistance at" any part, 
and the march of the invading forces was continued' alon^ 
that river, even to its sources. 

The Christians had meanwhile established their camp in 
the Comarca of Calat Anosor, and had divided their host 
into three great bodies, which covered the face of the 
country with their multitudes, as do the widely extended 
clouds of the locusfc, when they come darkening all the 
plains. 

"When the advanced guard of the Moslemah discovered 
the camp of the Infidels, and reported the vast extent over 
which the broad wings thereof were spread, the hearts of 
the Faithful were troubled, and they represented the same 
to the Hagib Muhamad Almanzor, who thereupon made a 
recognizance in person, and, having examined the position 
of the enemy, then arranged his troops for the battle. 
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There were some few skirmishes between the outposts that 
same day, but the approach of evening prevented the com-
batants from coming to a general engagement. 

Yet in the short truce permitted to them by the shadows 
of night, the Moslemah generáis did not venture to give 
themselves to repose. Anxious and doubtful, they passed 
the hours of darkness between fear and hope, looking up to 
the stars and turning their eyes ever and anón to that part 
of the heavens where day must soon appear. But the 
coming of those roseate tints which precede her arrival— 
the brightness of the dawn which is wont to gladden the 
hearts of men,—then served rather to darken the spirits of 
the fearful, while the clangour of the trumpets and sound 
of martial instruments, usually so inspiriting, filled even the 
most courageous and experienced with dread. The Hagib 
Muhamad Almanzor made his prayer of the dawn ; the 
generáis took up their respective positions and assembled 
their banners. The Christians also put themselves in move-
ment, their divisions coming forth in excellent order, and 
the earth trembling beneath their feet. _ , 

Then the Ataquebiras* and clamours of all kinds arising 
from both camps, the roars of the trumpets and the thunders 
of the urums, with the neighings of a thousand horses, a 
thousand times repeated, were sent back in echoes from 
the neighbouring liills, until it seemed that the earth and 
heavens were coming together. The battle commenced 
with equal animosity, as with equal b^avery, on both sides, 
and was maintained with admirable constancy by either 
host. The Christian cavaliers, with their horses sheathed 
in mail, fouglit like famished wolves, and their generáis 
appeared everywhere in the hottest fury of the struggle, 
directing and animating their people. Muhamad Almanzor 
in like manner spurred his fiery charger in turn towards 
every part of his forcé; he resembled a raging panther leap-
ing on the prey, and thirsting for blood. With his Anda-
lusian cavalry he dashed ainidst the iron-clad warriors, and 
plunging into the thickest of the ardent fight, enraged at 

* The Ataquebiras are those praises to God with which the Moslemah 
enter the battle, crving "Allah, Hu Acbar"—God is the greatest, the 
most powerful.—Conde. 
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the unusual tenacity of the resistance, and the barbarous 
valour of those infidel bordes. His generáis also performed 
miracles of bravery ; the African cavaliers more than once 
broke the ranks of those serried squadrons, which the 
Christians, on their part, hastened to cióse and malee good, 
giving them to appear the moment after that encounter 
as though naught had assailed them. The dust arising 
from that enormous extent of battle-field obscured the sun 
before his hour, and with its thick darkness anticipated the 
dusky wings of night ; thus separating the contending 
hosts without either being able to say that the other had 
yielded a foot of that ensanguined space, although the earth 
had become hidden beneath the multitude of the corpses, 
and reeked with the blood of men. 

That night, as Muhamad Almanzor sat waiting in his 
pavilion, for the accustomed assembling of his generáis, and 
looked that they should come around him, as was their 
wont, he perceived that they delayed to appear; and en-
quiring the cause, he discovered that nearly all who had 
not aíready fallen on the field of battle were severely 
wounded. Then alone did he comprehend the extent of injury 
that his host had suffered, whereupon he gave orders that 
the camp should be broken up, and before the dawn Almanzor 
was on his way to the passage of the Douro, which he ef-
fected by the bridges of Andalusia: but his retreat was made 
with the diminished forcé arranged in order of battle, lest 
the Christians shouldí follow to renew the fight. 

On their part, those Infidels, remarking the movement in 
the Moslemah camp, and believing their enemy to be about 
to renew the sanguinary contest, arranged themselves also 
in order of battle; but becoming aware of the retirement 
of Almanzor, they made no effort to intercept his march, 
wearied as they were with the labours of the previous day, 
and their forcé as well as that of the Hagib being much 
weakened by the heavy losses they had sustained. 

Almanzor was in the meanwhile pursuing his retreating 
path, but with a spirit so dejected and oppressed, that he 
neglected to give attention to wounds of considerable 
gravity which he had himself received in the battle: the 
agitation of mind and sadness of heart which he suffered, 
rendered those injuries more serious; he became unable to 
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retain his seat on horseback, and felt that his life was ap-
proaching its cióse. His people then placed him in a litter, 
and thus borne on the shoulders of the soldiery, he pro-
ceeded some fourteen leagues further, which brought him 
to Walcorari, on the frontiers of Castile and in the vicinity 
of Medina Zelim. Here he was met by his son Abdel-
melic, who had been despatched by the king Hixem El Muyad 
Billah to enquire of his welfare. In this place Almanzor 
died, and that event occurred on Monday the twenty-fifth* 
of the moon Eamazan in the year of the Hegira 392,f he 
being at that time in the sixty-fifth year of his age. 

When the rumour of his death began to be heard among 
the troops, there rose the voice of bitter wailing, and they said, 
" We have lost our leader, our defender, our father;" and 
they spoke the truth: long did the soldiers mourn him with 
a heavy sorrow. The command of the host was assumed by 
Abdelmelic Almudafar, son of the Hagib Muhamad; and 
the troops bore the body of their general to Medina Zelim, 
where they interred the remains in the vestments which 
Almanzor had worn in the battle, seeing that he died in the 
service of Grod: they covered him, moreover, with the aro-
matic dust collected in more than fifty victorious contests 
against the Infidels. His bier was accompanied by tho 
whole army; the prayer for him being said by his son Ab-
delmelic. May G-od have mercy upon him ! 

Very remarkable is the sepuíchre of Almanzor at Medina 
Zelim, and upon it are engraved the following verses :— 

" He lives no more : but his high deeds have left 
So proud a memory in this lower world, 
That, hearing their relation, thou mayst know him 
As stood he living there before thine'eyes. 

* Edobi, Alabar, and Hayan Homaidi, all agree in assigning tbe 
25th of Eamazan, 392, as the date of Almanzor's death; but Abulfeda, 
in his Annals, afíirms that 393 was the year, and the Archbishqp 
Eodrigo gives the same date. The epitaph of the Hagib is repeated 
by nuraerous authors, and among them by Abu Zeib Ben Xarif, who 
cites it in his work on the metric art. The Annalist of Fez adds that 
he was covered with the dust of his battles before mentioned. Husein 
Ben Asim wrote the life of Muhamad Almanzor under the title of 
" Alamerian Exploits." The Spanish versión of the epitaph given in the 
text was made bymy friend Don Leandro Fernandez de Moratin.—Conde. 

t A.D. 1002. 
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Such as he was we shall not see again 
Through all the eoming ages. Kever more 
Shílll rise so great a leader. Ever conquering, 
Of Ismail's people he increased the empire, 
That well he knew to guard. Alas, our father, 
Our shelter, and our shield!" 

The Hagib Mahamad Ben Abdallah Ben Ahi Amer,-called 
Almanzor, ruled the state with much glory and honour 
during five and twenty years : he was entrusted by Sobiha, 
mother of King Hixem, with all negociations, whether of 
peace or war, and nothing was done in the kingdom with-
out his consent, insomuch that he wanted only the ñame of 
king; but, of a truth, to his prudence, bravery, and good 
fortune, the country owed great prosperitv and numerous 
conquests. He was always the victor of its enemies, and 
never saw the infidel host that he did not defeat i t ; neither 
was city or fortress ever besieged by him without being 
compelled to surrender. The frontier of the Moslemah was 
extended by his prowess to the uttermost limits of Spain, 
and made to stretch from sea to sea. During all the time 
of his government the internal peace of the state never 
suffered interruption, because the fear in which all men 
stood of the Hagib prevented any from daring to raise the 
slightest spark of sedition, or venture a single act of dis-
obedience: tlius the insurrections by which all Spain had 
previously been but too often set in flames, was unknown in 
the time of Almanzor, wherefore the state was in his day 
great and flotirishing: it had; indeed, attained, beneath the 
rule of his hand, to a degree of power and importance not 
hoped for in earlier times. The victorious battles which 
Almanzor fought against the Christians amounted to more 
than fifty, insomuch that their intimidated kings had more 
than once sent to intreat for peace, but could not obtain 
it at his hand. 
* Muhamad Almanzor was born in the year 327, which was 
that of the great battle of Alhandac near Zamora ; and his 
death took place at the end of Ramazan in the year 392. 
The Lord selected the arm of Almanzor to avenge Islam. 

"When the fatal intelligence of the Hagib's death reached 
Cordova it caused the utmost grief, and the day was one of 
universal mourning not in that city only but throughout 
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the kingdom ; and it was long before the people could con-
solé theinselves for that heavy loss. 

The populace of Cordova had at this time certain verses, 
written by Ibrahim Ben Edris El Hasani, very frequently in 
their mouths. These lines prognosticated evil to the State 
from the predominance of Almanzor and his partizans, whom 
he called the Alameries; and for having written the same, that 
noble A frican poet had received sentence oí' banishment from 
Cordova some shorfc time after the death of Alhassan Ben 
Kenuz. The verses are these:— 

" All Heaven and the glad Earth rejoieing lay 
Bathed in your erescent Moon's refulgent light, 
Ye sons of great Omeya. But the Full 
Hath come, and the Decresence must ensue. 

Yea, much I fear me that the deep eclipse 
Now paling her fair beams, shall pass no more 
Till comes the utter darkness. Your clear star 
Once shining high, hath sunk, and Fortune's smile 
Hath left your house, ye sons of great Omeya." 

C H A P . C I I I . — O F THE GOVERNMENT OF ABDELMELIC ALMUDAFAR, 
SON OF TIIE HAGIB MUHAMAD ALMANZOR. 

THE Sultana Sobiha, mother of Hixem El Muyad Billah, 
was removed from life about this time ; but before her de-
parture she had counselled her son to place the government 
in the hands of Abdelmelic, son of Almanzor, in whom she 
trusted that there would be found the qualities of prudence, 
bravery, and virtue, which had distinguished his father. 
And as the Sultana-mother had advised him to do, Hixem 
Ben Alhakem did, all applauding that judicious decisión, 
since it was known that Abdelmelic Almudafar had inherited 
the valour and prudence of Muhamad Almanzor, although 
he had not the same invariable good fortune. And in that 
respect his life contradicted the predictions of the astro-
logers, who had prophesied at his birth that the greatness 
of Spain would arrive at its highest degree of glory in his 
days; yet it is true that for some time the state did enjoy 
considerable prosperity under his government. King Ilixem 
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meanwhile continued in his wonted retiren)ent, given up to 
the pleasures by which he was surrounded and in which he 
had passed his life. 

In Africa, the Ameer Alman Ben Zeiri had held command 
since the death of his father, Zeiri Ben Atia; the Zenete 
Cabilas having proffered him their allegiance. Being made 
acquainted with the departure of Muhamad Almanzor from 
the life of this world, Alman Ben Zeiri wrote to Abdel-
melic, requesting him to confirm his nomination as Ameer 
of Magreb, to which the son of Almanzor consented with-
out delay, sending him at the same time a magnificent vest-
ment, a sword, and a fine horse richly caparisoned. Ñor 
did Alman Ben Zeiri fail to maintain his obedience faith-
fully to the Hagib Abdelmelic and to King Hixem Ben Al-
hakem, whom he caused to be proclaimed in all his states : 
wherefore, to increase his power, Abdelmelic recalled the 
general "Wadha El Eeti from his office as AVali of Eez, 
commanding that general to return to Cordova, and placing 
the government of Eez and its dependencies in the hands 
of Alman Ben Zeiri. 

Being thus favoiared, Alman offered to send a yearly 
present to Cordova, consisting of a certain number of horses 
selected from those of the most noble race, with suitable ca-
parisons ; and that proposal being accepted, with the first of 
those presents he dis,patched his son Manser as a hostage for 
his loyalty and obedience. This happened in the year 393, 
and the young Manser soon became much beloved among 
the greater nobles of Cordova, where he remained until the 
commencement of those tribulations and civil discords which 
eventually ensued, and wherein the state and dignity of the 
Alameries* came to an end, as we shall presently see. God 
alone is eternal, and His sovereignty alone endureth for ever. 

_ Now the Hagib Abdelmelic Almudafar had proposed to 
himself to walk in the footsteps of his father as regarded 
the Infidel, making two irruptions in each year on the ter-
ritories of the Christian kings ; and in this year of 393 he 
did very happily avenge the bíood of the Moslemah which 
had flowed on the day that beheld the Hagib Almanzor 
receive his death wound. In his first campaign Abdelmelic 

* The partizans of the house of Muhamad Almanzor were ao called. 
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repaired to the eastern frontier of Spain, and arrived at 
Lérida, where he gave battle to the Christians, and defeating 
them with great siaughter, drove them back to their moun-
tains: the strife was a very obstinate one, and in the midst 
of it there died that Ayub Ben Amer of Saltis, who, having 
become an object of suspieion to the Hagib Almanzor on 
account of the peace made with the king of Grallicia, had 
been imprisoned by him in the year 385, as before related: 
but having been released by Abdelmelic, he had accompanied 
that ruler in the campaign now in question, and had died 
fighting with much valour. His remains were then buried 
in the mosque of Lérida. 

The Hagib Abdelmelic Almudafar then returned to Cor-
dova, where he was received with many demonstrations of 
gladness ; the people having conceived much hope from the 
success of his first campaign as Hagib, and all promis-
íng themselves a succession of triumphs and victories over 
the Infidel. 

Now the Cadi of Cordova, Aben Dhakuen, had recom-
mended the Hagib Abdelmelic Almudafar to confer the 
charge of the Cadiate of Toledo on Chalaf Ben Meruan, El 
Sahari, who was much renowned for his wisdom and virtues, 
which Abdelmelic did accordingly; but the Sahari accepted 
that office with reluctance, and shortly afterwards requested 
his dismissal from its cares, desiring to devote himself to 
religious meditations, and the practices of asceticism, with 
undisturbed tranquillity. Chalaf Ben Meruan had studied 
m Cordova and iu the year 372 had repaired to the East 
íor the further prosecution of his studies. 
; At this time that erudite and renowned poet of Eastern 

Spam, Suleiman Ben Mohran, of Saragossa, arrived in Cor-
dova, and instantly joined the Academies, or assemblies of 
active spirits, who met in the house of the Vizier Abulasbag 
Iza Ben Said, who was a memberof the Mexuar, or Council 
of the Iíagib Abdelmelic Almudafar, where many learned 
men were in the habit of assembling after the death of 
Muhamad Almanzor. But among these there was one who 
would never appear in any of the meetings, or take part in the 
customary competitions, after that ruler had departed from 
life. This was Said Ben El Hassan, El Eebai, called Abu-
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lola, who, though constantly urged to join them by the Sons 
of the Hagib, could never be prevailed on to do so. 

" A friend of mine," saith Abu Meruan Ben Hayan, " did 
nevertheless hear this Abulola reciting certain verses which 
he had made to the praise of Abdelmelic Almudafar, son of 
Muhamad Almanzor, in the year 396; but a short time 
after that the poet determined to leave Spain, and passed 
over into Sicily, where he spent the remainder of his life, 
and eventually died, departing to the inercy of Allah in the 
year 417." 

Towards the cióse of the year 393, Chalaf Ben Mesaud 
El Jurawi of Melila, called El Malki, and known as Aben 
Amina, came to Cordova for the purpose of continuing his 
studies in that city, where his erudition and other excellent 
qualities caused him to be much esteemed by the Hagib 
Abdelmelic Almudafar, as well as by the Cadi, Abu Dhak-
nén. In that year there died at Seville the most accom-
plished scholar of Spain: this was Abu Omar Ahmed Ben 
Abdallah, known as El Begi, whose acquirements in the 
different branches of art and science surpassed those of 
every other man in that country. There was no man of 
reputation for learning whom the father of Abu Omar had 
not sought and appropriated to the benefit of his son: the 
young man studied with all the most learned doctors, whether 
of the East or West, travelling for that purpose in Africa, 
Egypt, Syria, and Kliorassan ; insomuch that at the age of 
eighteen the extent of his knowledge was a marvel. He 
lived the greater part of his days in Seville, where he was 
born ; and even in his earliest youth the Cadi of that city, 
Aben Eaweris, very frequently consulted him in affairs of 
the highest importance. 

At Cordova, in the same year, there died the celebrated 
general Jali Ben Ahmed Ben Jali, one of the most able 
leaders of the Alameries. In the last hours of his life he 
expressed deep regret for the sickness, which, reducing him 
to the necessity of dying in his bed, had not permitted him 
to depart from'life orí the field of battle, as becomes a good 
cavalier. 

In the year 394, the Hagib Abdelmelic Almudafar as-
sembled a large forcé of cavalry, with equal strength of foot-
soldiers, and marched towards the frontiers of Gallicia, which 
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he crossed, carrying into that country the devastation 
of the tempest. He met the Christian host in a pitched 
battle near León, and having defeated his enemies he took 
possession of the city. After this the Hagib continued his 
incursions on the Comarcas with tolerable success, and 
having constantly retained a certain amount of advantage 
over the Infidels, he returned to Cordova with much spoil 
and many captives. During four consecutive years did the 
Hagib Abdelmelic Almudafar thus march on the territories 
of the Christians, bearing ruin and devastation along thewhole 
line of the frontier, east and west, ñor did he once fail to de-
stroy in the summer whatever those Infidels had been able 
to make good during the winter. In this year of 394 there 
appeared in the heavens a comet, or blazing star, of great 
magnitude and astonishing splendour. 

In the year 396 there was witnessed a second phenomenon 
of similar kind; a bright star, namely, which was seen in the 
heavens, and was one of those which are accompanied by 
great thunders while they run their course: this being one 
of the twelve notable ones mentioned by the most ancient 
observers. The learned watched the course of that star with 
much attention, and many were of opinion that none of this 
species ever appears unless when Grod the Highest, in His 
special providence, hath determined to bring about great 
changes in the world. 

In this same year the ships of the Moslemah sailed 
to the coasts of Italy, and making a descent upon Sa-
lerno they put that city to contribution. But while the 
invaders were earelessly awaiting the treasure thus exacted, 
the mhabitants made a sudden onslaught, whereby their 
assailants were thrown into great confusion; and although 
they did ultimately succeed in regaining their ships, that 
was not done before they had suffered an irreparable loss, 
the bravest of their number having perished in the conflict. 

The Hagib Abdelmelic Almudafar, repairing to the city 
of Toledo in the year 397, there visited the Xeque Muhamad 
Ben Ibrahim El Coxeri, of Cordova, a man of great wis-
dom, and extensively known for his prudence in council, the 
austerity of his life, and his eontempt for all the vanities of 
the world. I t chanced that Abdelmelic one day proceeding 
to visit this sage on a certain Juma after the hour of 

YOL. TI. E 
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public prayer, found the doctor surrounded by his disciples, 
to whom he was expounding a question of science. _ Having 
requested permission to enter, Abdelmelic received the 
Xeque's reply desiring him to do so; but although Mu-
hamad Ibrahim perceived that .it was the Hagib who ap-
proached, he hade his disciples not rise to receive him, but 
keep their places, which they all did as commanded. 
Abdelmelic entered the apartment, where he was received 
by the Xeque with much courtesy, which he returned by 
doing great honour to the schooi of the sage. Alter re-
inaining a certain time, the son of Almanzor took his leaye, 
entreatingthat Muhamad Ben Ibrahim would recommend him 
to Grod in his Adoas, or supplications: whereupon the Xeque 
instantly made his prayer and said, " AllahomaP O Lord 
Allah! In the hearts of the subjects of this thy servant 
do thou place the perfection of obedience, and in his heart let 
there be love and good will for them all." With that blessing 
the Hagib Abdelmelic Almudafar departed. 

Having remained at Toledo for some time awaiting the 
assembling of the banners of that province, Abdelmelic 
then pursued his march, and falling on the territories of the 
Christians he inflicted great damage on those unbelievers. 

At that time there came to Cordova not a few of the most 
important men among the Christians, who had left their 
home in consequence of certain disquietudes there prevailing, 
and these persons now requested permission from the Hagib 
Abdelmelic Almudafar to establish their abode in the 
capital, or within a short distance of its gates. Abdelmelic 
then made known that request to King Hixem, whorejoiced 
much in their demand, and accorded them permission to 
dwell within the city itself, causing them to be given houses 
:in gardens, wlierein they might dwell with security and 
much convenience. 

The kings of the Christians now begged peace irom the 
Moslemah, but Almudafar made reply to the effect that he 
could not live at peace with them, and would not consentto 
more than a truce of two years. The conditions íor this truce 
were then made by the intervention of Abdallah Ben Ab-

* " Allahoma is an invocation of the Oreator, which expresses tho 
utmost warmth of love, trust, and reverence : it has all the foroe and 
cnergy of the interjection, without its iona—Conde. 
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delaziz, "Wali of Toledo, who was one of the family of the 
Meruans, was a kinsman of the king, and had been a great 
friend of the Hagib Muhamad Almanzor, whom he had 
accompanied in many of his carnpaigns, but more especially 
in the incursions made by Almanzor against the people of 
Gallicia. 

This Abdallah had also contraeted a cióse fnendship with 
the king of the Christians, who frequently sent him mag-
nificent presents in vases of gold and silver. And the 
commencement of that amicable intercourse was on this 
wise: arnong the captives taken in one of his irruptions, 
Abdallah Ben Abdelaziz had íound a very beantiful damsel, 
whose graces of demeanor, with her gentío sweetness and 
high cultivation of miad, had subdued the heart of Abdallah, 
by whom she was beloved without measure; but having 
been informed tliat the damsel was the daughter of the 
Christian king, the general sent her back with all her 
attendants to her father's ¡court, ñor would he accept any 
ransom for one of the number. 

The years of peace accordedby that truce having elapsed, 
Almudafar then prepared once more to make incursions on 
the Comarcas of the Christians. He destroyedthe fortresses 
which they had constructed, cut up the tilled ground, and 
took much spdil, with .many captives. The walls of Avila 
were demolished by his order; and, proceeding to Salamanca, 
he thence pushed forward into the interior of Gallicia and 
Portugal. In his backward march, the Hagib took his way 
by the .shores of the Douro, destroying the fortresses of 
Gormaz and Uxada as he proceeded. These things done, 
Abdelmelic returned conqueror to Cordova, where he 
arrived with a large forcé of cavalry. This took place in 
the year 398, and in the same year he marched again 
upon Gallicia, taking in his company the young Manser, 
son of Ahnaan Ben Zeiri, the Wali of Fez. 

On this expedition, the Hagib Abdelmelic Almudafar rodé 
at the head of four thousand cavaliers, all clothed in cuirasses 
and coats of mail glittering like the stars, their horses also 
being furnished with caparisons of silk having a doubled 
lining. That bcdy was foliowed by the cavalry of Anda-
lusia and Africa—soldiers well inured to war, .and most of 
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whom had distinguished themselves in many a perilous en-
counter. These troops were led by the Wali of Toledo, the 
Governor of Badalyos, and the young Manser Ben Almaan, 
who was mounted on a fiery war-horse, furious as a lion of 
the desert, and partaking of all that animosity to the foe 
which was felt by his valiant rider. 

The Christians carne forth to meetthe Moslemah host with 
infinite bravery ; but, although they were the heroes of their 
time, men who had acquired their experience in many battles, 
and were familiar with all the terrors and cruelties of the 
hottest fight, yet they were thrown into confusion, defeated, 
and put to flight, the fcrces of the Hagib falling upon them 
like dragons, and at length forcing them from a fíeld which 
they would yet not abandon until it had been died a deep 
red with their blood. 

The pursuit was taken up by Abdelmelic Almudafar 
himself, who followed the Infideís with his cavalry; but 
they, having obtained a partial refuge among the asperi-
ties of a somewhat difficult pass, recovered from their 
dismay. They then renewed the sanguinary combat, and 
fought like raging tigers, insomuch that the Moslemah there 
suffered great loss. The night coming on, put an end to 
the struggle, and under favour of the obscurity the Chris-
tians retired to their savage mountains ; then the Moslemah, 
seeing the notable losses they had sustained, recrossed the 
frontier, and thence proceeding to Medina Toledo, they 
finally returned to Cordova. 

No long time after the cióse of the campaign here in 
question, the Hagib Abdelmelic Almudafar fell sick, and 
that heavy malady increasing unto death, he departed in the 
moon of Safar in the year 399, not without grave suspicions 
that he had been poisoned. His death was deeply regretted 
by all good men; and his bier was accompanied to the 
burial-place by all the nobles of the city. Abdelmelic, the 
son of Almanzor, governed the state with 'much prudence 
and prosperity during a period of six years and four 
months. 

In this year there also died the preceptor of the Hagib 
Abdelmelic Almudafar, Ahmed Ben Abdelaziz Ben Eerazi 
Ben Abi Hubab of Cordova, a wise and excellent man. 
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He had lived niaety years, and was buried in the Macbora 
or cemetery of the Eusafa. The prayer was made for him 
by the Cadi Ahmed Ben Dhecuen. 

CHAP. CIY.—OF THE GOVERNMENT OF ABDERAHMAN, SON OF 
ALMANZOR, AND OF HIS DEATH. 

THE King Hixem El Muyad Biliah, who had no will but 
that of his servants, received from them the proposal to 
appoint Abderahman, brother of Abdelmelic Almudafar, his 
Hagib, and he did so accordingly. In this Abderahman, 
who was a captain of his guard, the kiDg hoped fco find the 
high qualities and good fortune which had distinguished and 
accompanied his father and brother; but it is a common 
thing for man to be mistaken in his judgments and dis-
appointed in his hopes : Grod alone is omniscient. 

When Amaan* Ben Zeiri wras made acquainted with the 
choice of the new Hagib, he sent rich presents, which were 
oñ'ered to Abderahman Ben Muhamad Almanzor by the 
hands of the young Manser, son of Amaan Ben Zeiri, who 
was then residing in Cordova as a hostage for his father's 
fidelity. Among the gifts thus presented were one hundred 
and fifty horses of the most generous race : and the Hagib 
Abderahman, well content with the courtesy of Amaan, 
did great honour to the envoys of that Ameer, giving them 
rich vestments and precious jewels, with other marks of 
favour : he also sent the young Manser back to his father. 
More than ever bound to the Hagib by that obligation, 
Amaan Ben Zeiri collected the best horses that could be 
found in Barbary, and these he despatched into Andalusia 
to the number of one thousand, than which a more costly 
and valuable gift was never sent from Almagreb to Spain. 

Now the Hagib Abderahman Ben Muhamad was a young 
man much devoted to his pleasures; he spent the day in 

* Or Alman, as elsewhere written. Our author, following his Arabic 
authorities with scrupulous fidelity, and seeking his materials in the 
pages of many writers, adopts the orthography now oí one and now of 
another, a practiee of which we here liave an instance.—TE. 



54 DOMINION OI? THE ARABS IN" SPAIN". [A.D. 1009. 

the elegant occupations of eMvalry, and the night in festive 
entertainments, never having been accustomed to the< 
severity of manners, the grave application to the business of 
government, and the toils of war, in which the days and 
nights of his father and brother had been employed ; he was 
altogether occupied by the pleasures and pastimes of the 
court. Yet Abderahman was of his nature a frank and 
cordial youth, ñor by any means the worthless and indolent 
person whom he is by some writers declared to have been. 
Those who describe him as a man without self-respect, and 
the disgrace of his lineage, and who affirm that he merited 
nothing better than deposition from his office, are mere 
detraetors. 

Possessing great riches, Abderahman was so generous in 
giving, as to border on prodigality: in his person and the 
height of his stature he resembled his father Almanzor, and 
even for that circumstance was greatly beloved by the 
people, who applauded all his levities, and found something 
to admire in his most extravagant tastes. He lived in the 
closest intimacy with the King Hixem El Muyad Billah : 
but the familiarity of princes is often fatal to him who en-
joyeth the same—rarely doth it endure—very rarely hath it 
found a happy termination,—whether because the man so 
privileged having nothing more to wish, is apt to become 
negligent of his service and exacting in his expectations, or 
whether, losing his judgment in the giddiness of his heighty 
he gives occasion to the unquiet spirit of ambition, which is 
ever mining the edifices of vanity, to work his downfall, is not 
here to be discussed,—it shall suffice us to know, that the 
instability of his condition who lives on the breath of 
princes is a truth universally acknovt ledged. 

Now the King Hixem El Muyad Billah had no son to 
sueceed him in the empire, and although his age was not 
such as to make his having one improbable, yet the young 
Hagib Abderahman, Consulting only his inconsiderate vanity, 
had the boldness to propose that his sovereign should declare 
him the future successor to the throne. But in this he did 
not consider the kinsmen of the king, of whose opinions 
on the subject he made no account whatever. Confiding in 
the unstable inclinations of the people, who loved and 
blessed him, with a blind devotion on the part of some, and 
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on that of others with a better founded affection, resulting 
from their respeet to the memory of his father, he con-
tinued to press the matter, until he had persuaded King 
Hixem to accede to his wishes; the publio declaration of 
the king's purpose to be suspended only until after Abderah-
man Ben Almanzor should return from his first expedition 
against the Christians, in which he hoped to obtain a brii-
liant success. 

These things were as yet discussed in secret only, and 
within the halls of the Alcazar; yet suspicions of what was 
intended did not fail to be aroused by those slight circum-
stances which ever betray what the parties concerned 
bclieve they are ably concealing, and the hatred and indig-
nation of all connected with the house of Meruan was at 
once awakened thereby. These feelings were more especi-
ally manifested by a cousin of the king, a young man 
called Muhamad Ben Hixem Ben Abdelgiabar Ben Abderah-
man Anasir, a young man of much bravery, who was the 
presumed successor to the throne, in the event of there 
being no son born to King Hixem. This Muhamad not 
being able to endure any longer the pretensions of the 
Hagib Abderahman, whom the people called Anasir, de-
parted for Cordova, and repaired to the frontiers of Castile, 
in which country he assembled numerous forces. Many 
Alcaides holding rule in that district then joined the party 
of Muhamed Ben Hixem, and having called their banners 
together, they entered Andalusia, making the vain hopet» 
and unreasonable aspirations of the Hagib Abderahman a 
subject of consideration and disapprovaí in all the towns. 
through which they passed. These partizans of Muhamad 
declared that the Hagib had compelled King Hixem's assent 
to his desire for being declared successor to the throne, 
and liad acted without any regard to the respeet due from 
his family to the royal house of Meruan. I t was not 
difficult to persuade the nobles to oppose themselves to that 
design, and the rather as many of them were already suffi-
ciently envious of the power monopolized by the Alabaries, 
as the family and partizans of the Hagib Muhamad Ben 
Abdallah Ben Abi Amer, El Moaferi, named Almanzor, had 
long been called. 

When Abderahman Ben Muhamad received inteTKgence 
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of what liad been done, and saw tbe tempest approaching, 
he took arins with infinite diligence, and sallied forth from 
Cordova with the African cavalry and guard of the king, 
hoping to defeat and disembarrass himself of his enemies 
before they could have time to increase and concéntrate 
their power. But scarcely had the Hagib left the city, before 
Muhamad Ben Hixem was informed of his departure by the 
Vizier Iza Ben Said and others attached to his party, who 
furthermore took care to let him know that the garrison of 
Cordova was not a strong one. Acting on that intelligence, 
Muhamad divided his forces into two bands, and marching 
by remote ways, he hastened with the utmost celerity to 
the capital, which he entered with the flower of his cavalry. 
At once possessing himself of the Alcazar, Muhamad like-
wise seized the person of King Hixem ; and tiiat done, he 
published an edict deposing the Hagib Abderahman Ben 
Almanzor from his office. 

Thus, then, did malicious fortune begin suddenly to 
perturb and disarrange the previously prosperous affairs of 
Spain. 

But now the Hagib Abderahman, receiving notice in his 
turn of what liad taken place, was filled with a violent 
ixnger, and, in opposition to the advice of his counsellors, 
returned immediately to Cordova, confiding more implicitly 
than he should have done in that unstable thing the inclina-
tion of the people, and supposing that he should be borne 
í'orward to empire by the popular breath. He entered the 
< ity with his cavalry, meeting no resistance ; but when he 
had reached the palace of the Alcazar, he found thatposition 
occupie J by a large forcé, consisting of all the principal men 
of Cordova, with a great mass of the common people, now 
become the partizans of Muhamad Ben Hixem. 

A sanguinary combat then ensued, the cavalry of Ab-
derahman breaking and dispersing that multitude at the 
íirst onset; but the deposed Hagib soon found to his 
astonishment that the assembled populace did not respond 
to his appeal as he had so confidently anticipated: many 
paid no regard to his voice, once so potent among them, but 
cried " Death to him ! death to him !" I t is true that the 
cavaliers by whom Abderahman was attended cut down all 
before them; but the numbersof their opponents perpetually 
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increasing, he was at length compelled to order a retreat, 
and endeavour to forcé his way out of the city. This could 
be eífected only by making a cruel carnage aniong the 
people ; but Abderahman, fighting like a lion, succeeded in 
defending himself and covering his retiring friends, until a 
great number of his people had died around him. Still he 
made good his retreat like the valiant man that he was, 
until, attacked from behind and on each side, as well as in 
front, his horse falling dead beneath him, after a fearful 
struggle, he lay at the mercy of his enemies, pierced 
Avith the thrusts of many a lance. Thus badly wounded, he 
was dragged to the presence of Muhamad Ben Hixem, who 
instantly commanded his people to crucify the conquered 
Hagib ; an atrocity which was committed without the loss 
of a moment. Thus died Abderahman, son of the great Al-
manzor, and brother to the illustrious Abdelmelic Almudafar. 
Yet there are still men to be found whó can venture to con-
íide their fate to the changeful and ungrateful people. The 
death of Abderahman Ben Muhamad took place on an 
unhappy Tuesday, the 18th of the moon Giumada,* in 
the year 399.f He had held the government four 
months. 

And now the ñame of him who but a few days before 
was the object of the popular admiration, was heard only to 
be vituperated and made an object of calumny by those who 
had scarcely ceased from blessing him for the benefits re-
ceived at his hands. The wealth of Abderahman was con-
fiscated to the use of the state, and he was never mentioned 
but in terms of obloquy and coutempt,—the vulgar crowd 
called him " Sanchuelo," and his friends dared not defend 
his memory,—nay, they could not venture to appear in 
public without subjecting themselves to the insolent aggres-
aions of the base multitude. 

Muhamad Abdelgiabar was meanwhile proceeding on the 
path of his ambition, disregarding the Alameries, who were 

* Homaidi affirms that the unfortunate Abderahman Ben Almanzor 
was crucified in the moon of Kegcb; but the dates of subsequentevents 
eonfirm tliat given above, wjiieh is the period assigned by writers of 
the highest authority.—Conde. 

t A.D. 1008. 
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nevertheless neither few in number ñor insignificant in 
power: he availed himself of the popular favour which he 
momentarily enjoyed, and caused those of his party to 
present a supplication to King Hixem, entreating the 
monarch to appoint Muhamad his Hagib. Succeeding in 
this first attempt, he next,—knowing that the Africans of the 
guard, who were for the most part of the Zenete Cabilas, 
had incurred the detestation of the multitude,—commanded 
that body to depart from the palace, and even from the 
capital; an order by which he secured to himself the ab-
horrence of those troops, as well as of their generáis and 
other superior officers, who belonged to the noblest families 
of Africa. 

The new Hagib next appointed Chalaf Ben Meruan Ben 
Omeya Ben Haywat, known as El Sahari, to be President to 
the Ccuncil of State; therein according him the preference 
over the Cadi of the Aljama of Cordova, Aben Dhaknen. 
Chalaf Ben Meruan was called El Sahari, from Sahara 
Kaywat, a townin the Spanish Algarve, which had belonged 
to his great-grandfather. Before becoming president of the 
council he had been Cadi of Toledo, an office to which he 
was appointed by the Hagib Abderahman Almudafar on his 
return from his travels in the East, but which he had re-
signed on the death of that ruler and of the Wali of the city, 
Abdallah Ben Abdelaziz. 

The Hagib Muhamad Ben Hixem furthermore selected 
the Cadi Ahmed Ben Abderahman Ben Said, El Huzami, a 
man greatly esteemed for his learning and other merits, to 
be Walilcoda or Chief Justice of the Algarbia of Cordova. 
To his own son Obeidala he gave the government of Toledo, 
sending with him as his vizier the renowned poet, Suleiman 
Ben Muhamad Ben Batal, called Abu Ayoub of Badalyos, 
a man of singular genius, who was the especial favourite of 
the Hagib Muhamad Ben Hixem. , • 

Among the first cares of Muhamad was that of removing 
from the person of the king all the oíd and trusted servants 
to whose ministrations he had become accustomed, but who 
were now replaced by others belonging to the party of the 
new Hagib. A few days after having effected this change, 
desiring to set himself above the reacb of fortune's caprices, 
and further to try how far his destinv would bear him, 
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Muhamad sent about a report to the effect that the king 
was attacked by a dangerous malady. Then, seeing that 
the people took but little interest in the condition of their 
sovereign, while the Walies, Yiziers, and Alchatibes already 
regarded himself as the future successor to the throne, he 
resolved to assassinate the unfortunate Hixem; but tho 
Alameri Wadha, who was chamberlain to King Hixem, and 
much attached to his person, succeeded in dissuading Mu-
hamad from that purpose : acting with equai boldness and 
prudence, he found means to convince the Hagib that he 
might very well succeed in his designs without taking the 
life of the poor king, who, living retired as he did, and 
being besides well guarded, would present no obstacle to 
the views entertained by his Hagib. He added, that Mu-
hamad Ben Hixem might take all the precautions needful 
for his security, and even suggested himself sueh as he 
thought most efficacious. 

Persuaded by all the reasons urged by Wadha El Alameri, 
Muhamad agreed with the chamberlain that King Hixem 
should be shut up in great secresy, the guardianship of his 
person being confided to one in whom the Hagib felt much 
confidence. 

Many authors tell us that the conspirators placed their so-
vereign in the house of the Yizier Husein Ben Hay, and that 
having sought out a man who closely resembled King Hixem 
in age-, height, and features, they carried off that person in 
the night-time, strangled, or, as others say, drowned him, 
and having laid his remains in the bed of the sovereign, 
then spread about the report of Hixem's malady, which has 
been mentioned above; and, as if by his order, performed 
the solemnity of declaring the Hagib Muhamad to be his 
successor. The Walies and Yiziers having assembled, they 
published that deelaration, and a few hours afterwards the 
intelligence of Hixem's death was also made publie. This 
done, they placed the suppoeed king on the bier, and buried 
him with great pomp, his sepulchre being erected in the 
first court of the Alcazar; all which took place on the 25th 
day of the moon Griumada Postrera, in the year 399. 
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C I I A P . C Y . — O F THE REIGN OF MTJHAMAD EL MOHDI BILLAH. 

ON the day when this pretended burial of the king was 
effected, Muhamad Ben Hixem Ben Abdelgiabar Ben Ab-
derahman Anasir was proclaimed King of Spain in Cor-
dova. He called himself El Mohdi* Billah ; and the prayer 
was made for him in all the Alminbares of the kingdom. 
The coms were likewise immediately struck in his ñame. 
Enthroned by these means, one of the earliest acts of the 
new king's reign was to repeat and confirm the order pre-
viously given for the expulsión of the African guard, and 
which he now caused to be executed with the utmost rigour. 
Oífended by this decisión, the officers assembled, and, taking 
counsel together, they resolved to resist the order: they 
prepared to use their arms for that purpose accordingly, 
being aniinated in their determination by the captam 
of the guard, Hixem Raxid Ben Suleiman Ben Abderahman 
Anasir, who declared the new king a traitorous assassin of 
his sovereign, and encouraged the Zenetes, with the men of 
Barbary, to resist his commands to the death. 

The conspirators then proceeded to surround the Alcazar, 
demanding the head of him whom they called the unjust 
usurper of the throne: but Muhamad sallied forth against 
them at the head of the Andalusian guard, when a san-
guinary combat ensued. The inhabitants of Cordova quickly 
assembled in vast numbers, and, taking part with the Anda-
lusians against the Africans, compelled the latter to retire; 
but they made a fearful carnage among the citizens, who 
had offered themselves with more boldness than prudence to 
that unequal struggle, which lasted all that evening and 
through a great part of the night; nay, the conflict was re-
commenced with the first approach of the dawn. 

The Africans were nevertheless finally compelled to 
abandon their quarters and make their way from the city as 
they best could, having to contest every step with the 
countless multitude, whose wish it was to see them utterly 

* This appellation implies Tranquillizer or Conciliator; yet the sub-
sequent events did but ill accord with the hopes held out by the title 
thus chosen.—Conde. 
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exterminated, but whom they repelled with extraordinary 
valour. In that perilous retreat, the brave general of the 
Africana, Hixem Ben Suleiman, fell wounded with his falling 
horse in the midst of a troop of Andalusians, who bore him 
to the presence of Muhamad ; the latter immediately com-
manding that his head should be struck off and thrown over 
the city wall in the face of the African troops, who had suc-
ceeded in forcing their way from the capital. 

When they were thus made acquainted with the death of 
their general, the infuriated Africans hurled loud cries of 
vengeance against their enemies, and thirsting for blood 
that should worthily avenge that of their leader, they chose 
as his successor one in whom they hoped to find a terrible 
denunciator of woe to the destroyers. This was a cousin of 
the unhappy general whose head lay before them, even 
Suleiman Ben Alhakem Ben Anasir, a man of much pru-
dence, as well as of indomitable valour. 

This leader, considering that the forces he commanded 
did not suffice to maintain the siege of the city and resist 
the power of Muhamad, then struck his camp,'—and 
some say that this was done at once, being Thursday, the 
5th day of the moon Xawal, in that same year of 399 ;—but 
we are assured by Homaidi that Suleiman Ben Alhakem 
made another attempt to forcé the Alcazar, and obtain pos-
session of Muhamad's person, when, being once more com-
pelled to retreat and leave the city, he departed to the 
frontiers of Grallicia, where he sought aid from the King of 
the Christians, Count Sancho. Homaidi adds that the 
latter assured him of his friendship, entrusted him with 
several fortresses on that line of frontier, which he per-
mitted him to occupy with his troops, and received in 
return certain promises from Suleiman Ben Alhakem, who 
agreed to procure for the Christian King the concession of 
many strong places which he required for the defence of his 
frontier, and which he was to receive, on condition of his 
then assisting the Africans in their attack on Muhamad 
Ben Hixem, calling himself King of Spain. 

This agreement having been made, Suleiman Ben Alhakem 
Ben Anasir marched against Cordova with an auxiliary forcé 
of Christian cavaliers—brave and select troops. These 
assailants were met by Muhamad Ben Hixem, who sallied 



6 2 D O M I N I O N OI? T H E A R A B S IN" SPAIN". [ A . D . 1 0 0 9 . 

forth on receiving intelligence of their approach, with a very 
powerful host. I t was about the middle of the rnoon of 
Kebie Primera, in the year 400, that the two armiea en-
eountered each other, which they did at Grebal Quintos, 
when a fearful contest ensued. The battle was commencecl 
by the Andalusian cavalry, and after a sanguinary combat of 
several hours, more than twenty thousand of the Cordovan 
troops lay dead or wounded on the field. 

Abu Meruan Ben Hayan* tells us that in this battle Abu 
Othman Ben Algezar, of Cordova, must have lost his •life, 
since it was known that he had been seen fighting in the 
mélóe, but he was never beheld from that moment, either 
living or dead ; and a similar fate befel that illustrious poet 
the Vizier Aly Ben Path of Cordova, who never appeared 
again, either in life or death, after having entered into the 
horrors of that exterminating conflict, which took place on 
a Saturday in the middle of the moon of Bebie Primera, as 
we have said. 

Muhamad Ben Hixem ultimately fled with the shattered 
remnant of his host: he crossed the mountains, and passing 
the plains of Calatrava, arrived at Toledo, where his son 
Obeidala held the appointment of Wali. By the interven-
tion of Obeidala, Muhamad also endeavoured to obtain the 
assistance of the Christians, and it was agreed that íbr a 
sum of money Count Bermond and Count Armengudi should 
supplv the Moslemah with auxiliarles, whereupon thoso 
brave generáis of Afrancf marchedto his aid with a powerful 
body of their troops. By these negociations, Muhamad 
Ben Hixem was detained at Toledo for the space of some-
thing more than six months. 

C H A P . C V I . — O F SULEIMAN ALMOSTAIN BILLAH. 

A F T E K his victory of Gebal Quintos, Suleiman Ben 
Alhakem Ben Suleiman Ben Anasir pressed forward with 

* A -writer of ihe period, and an eye-witness of some of Ihe scenes 
•which he describes.—TE. f Fraaee. 
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liis conquering liost to Cordova, wluere the people of the 
city were desirous of opposing his entrance; but, in pur-
suance of adnce given by the Alameri Wadha, they ulti-
mately opened their gates to the victor. Then Suleiman, 
distrusting, and not without good cause, the inhabitants of 
Cordova, not only because of their ancient enmity to his 
Africans, but on account of the hatred which must have 
been awakened in their hearts by the recent slaughter 
of the eitizens at Gebal Quintos, and still more because of 
his Christian auxiliarles,—Suleiman, I say, declined to enter 
the city at that moment: he concerted measures for main-
taining the tranquiüity of the capital with the Selavonian 
Wadha El Alameri, declaring that he did not desire to 
oppress the inhabitants by the presence of guests so little 
likely to be welcome as those he had in his company ; with 
other pretexts of much apparent courtesy. Thus encamping 
with his army in the surrounding Comarcas, he remained 
inactive until the 15 th day of Bebie Postrera, in the year 
400, at which period he made his entrance into the capital 
with his African cavalry, and was there proclaimed king, 
receiving the appellation of Almostain Billah. 

At this same time, as we are told by Abu Meruan Ben 
Hayan, the people had risen against the Africans in many 
parts of Andalusia, and at Malaga, as that author relates, 
the populace tore in pieces the liavawi, Chalaf Ben Mesaudi, 
better known as Aben Omaina. Chalaf had entreated per-
mission to make his prayer with two prostrations, as the solé 
favour that he desired at the hands of his murderers, and 
they had affected to grant that request, but before he had 
completed his supplications, they crushed his head to.atoms 
with an enormous stone which they cast upon him íbr that 
purpose : they then tore his still quivering body limb from 
limb. 

Suleiman Ben Alhakem passed the greater part of his 
time at Medina Alzahra, and there he kept his auxiliarles. 
He changed the Alcaides ef some among the fortresses in 
Andalusia, placing others, who enjoyed his conñdence, in 
their oíñee : he visited numerous cities, and caused justioe 
to be extended to all men wherever he appeared; but he 
was in perpetual movement, and his life was one of con-
tinual march and disquietude, because of the distrust he íelt 
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of the people of Cordova. All the towns on the frontier 
were of his party, from Tortosa in the east of Spain to 
Alisbona in the west; and in many of the cities Suleiman 
Ben Alhakem Ben Anasir took care to place generáis as 
governors whom he knew to be devoted to his interests. 

Among the cavaliers of his African guard were two 
brothers of the royal family of the Beni Edris. These 
illustrious generáis, both very young, were called Aly Ben 
Hamud and Alcasim Ben Hamud Ben Meruan. The eider 
of the two, Suleiman Ben Alhakem now placed in the govern-
ment of Cebta and Tangiers in Africa; while he appointed 
the younger to that of Algezira Alhadra on the Spanish 
coast. 

Now there were certain of the Cordovans who, to sow 
discord among the Africans, incited Meruan, the cousin of 
Suleiman, to rise up in revolt against the latter, promising 
to aid him with all their power, and declaring that the whole 
country would be glad to see him in the seat of his cousin, 
Suleiman Ben Alhakem ; the latter being, as they assured 
Meruan, abhorred by every man. But these machinations 
were made known to him against whom the conspirators 
were contri ring their mischief; and having instituted so 
minute an enquiry as to render himself sure of the facts, he 
caused fifty of the principal conspirators to have their 
heads taken off; his cousin Meruan he shut up in a tower 
of the city wall. 

"With the Sclavonians also did Suleiman Ben Alhakem 
fall into discord, and the cause of that misunderstanding 
was as follows: they had maliciouslv advised him to assassi-
nate his Christian auxiliarles, remarking that, after all, those 
Infidels were his natural enemies, and that the putting them 
to death would conciliate the affection of the Andalusians. 
But Suleiman rejected these counsels with bitter reproofs, 
declaring that he neither could ñor would fail in his word to 
any man, ñor think of recalling the promises of security 
once given, least of all towards those from whom he had 
received such effectual aid as that lent him by the Christian 
troops. But Suleiman was not without suspicion that the 
murderous treachery proposed to him might be committed 
even against his will, and strongly as his determination 
had been expressed: he therefore dismissed the Christian 
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auxiliarles with many giffcs, and with promises in still greater 
abundance. 

In like manner did Suleiman oppose resistance to the eager 
representations and repeated prayers of Wadha El Alameri, 
who had discovered to him the secret of King Ilixem's 
existence, and entreated him to make lmown that fact 
to the people, replacing the imprisoned monarch on his 
throne; a step by which El Alameri assured him he would 
gain the hearts of every good Mosleman. But Suleiman is 
said to have replied, " I wish it earnestlv, Wadha; yet I 
see that this is not the time to entrust ourselves to hands so 
weak as those of Ilixem: let this matter rest, then, for 
the present, but be sure that his hour will come." The 
only alteration made in the position of the King, therefore, 
was, that his gaoler and the place of his abode were 
changed; the guardianship of his person being confided to 
those in whom Suleiman lioped lie might place it _with 
security. 

At this time there carne intelligence to Cordova, inform-
ing Suleiman Ben Alhakem that Muhamad was approaching 
with a carefuilv selected body of men, from the Comarcas of 
Toledo, "Valencia, and Murcia, his army being furthermore 
reinforced by the Christians of eastern Spain, already alluded 
to. The host of Muhamad counted thirty thousand 
Moslemah, and nine thousand Christians. But, although 
that was double the number of the troops that were at 
Suleiman's command, the latter did not hesitate to go forth, 
and meeting the enemy at a place called Acbat Albacar, 
sitúate about ten miies from Cordova, he attacked the 
united forcé of Moslemah and Christians with his usual 
intrepidity. 

His African cavalry, with the people of Algarve and 
Merida, fought all the day with unflinching bravery; but 
at the setting of the sun they found themselves compelled 
to retreat before the more numerous troops of Muhamad 
Ben Hixem,—wherefore, favoured by the arrival of night, 
Suleiman determined to leave his camp, and marched with 
his army to Azahra, not daring to enter Cordova. 

I t now became evident that the Africana could remain no 
longer in Andalusia; and Suleiman, gathering such trea-
sures as he had there, prepared to depart; but, to his great 

VOL. II . T 
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regret, the troops could not be restrained from plundering 
the Alcazar ; they even stripped the principal mosque of its 
lamps of gold and silver, its chains and precious crowns; 
nay, they took the costly jewels, rich hangiugs, and other 
valuables, from many of the more magnilicent dwellings. 
"VVhat they could not carry off from these latter abodes 
was pillaged by the troops of Muhamad and by the Cor-
dovans themselves, who entered those palaces after Suleiman. 
and his Africans had left them. The latter were mean-
while proceeding by forced marches towards Algezira 
Alhadra, with intention to pass over into Africa. 

Among those who died fighting in the obstinately con-
tested battle of Acbat Albacar, was the noble and virtuous 
cavalier Aboala Ben Ahmed Ben Kindi of Cordova, known 
as El Taital, who fell by the side of Suleiman Ben Alhakem, 
as did also the Mocri or reader of the Aljama of Cordova, 
Suleiman Ben Hixem Ben Walid Ben Colaib, and Ahmed 
Ben Beril, with his master, the Mocri cr reader Aben El 
Camer. 

On the side of Muhamad Ben Hixem there fell the^Cadi 
of Elvira, Abdallah Ben Abdelaziz, who was also a native 
of Cordova, with the ingenious poet Muhamad Ben Mesoadi 
El Bacheni, a man highly favoured by the kings of his time, 
and whose graceful verses were the delight of Andalusia. 
This battle of Acbat Albacar was fought in the year 400, 
and received the ñame of the Day of the Eranks, because 
of the people of the Frankish countries [who made part of 
the host. 

C H A P . G V I I . - O r ' HE BATTLE OF GHADIAKO, AND THE DEATH OF 
MUHAMAD BEN HIXEM. 

A E T E R bis victory at Acbat Albacar, Muhamad Ben Hixem 
made his entry into Cordova in triumph, amidst the acclama-
tions of the people, who called him their avenger and de-
liverer. One of his earliest acts was to appoint the Scla-
vonian "Wadha El Alameri to be the Hagib of his house, 
an office which he bestowed on him as a mark of confidence, 
certainly not unmerited by the Alameri. This done, he 
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remained but a few days in the capital, departing thence 
with all the forcé he could muster, and with the firm resolve 
to pursue the Africans and complete their downfall. 

But inflated by his hardly-won victory, Muhamad Ben 
Hixem rashly ventured to attack the enemy before his 
troops had recovered from the fatigues of a forced march, 
and Suleiman, perceiving his advantage, did not fail to make 
the most of it. Exhorting his Africans to their duty, he 
concluded his short harrangue by tliese words : " This day 
must we contend till we conquer or remain on the field: 
there is no hope for us saye in the might of our swords; 
wherefore let no man bend his neck to the scimitar of his 
enemy; but if we may not be victors, let us at least die 
avenged." 

That said, the General of the Africans made ready for 
battle, and commenced the struggle with a desperate yalour. 
The troops of Muhamad also fought with great steadiness 
and bravery; but they could not resist the impetuous onset 
of the African guard, who were fresher and less fatigued 
than themselves. Thus it came to pass that Suleiman soon 
broke and put to flight the wearied host of Muhamad Ben 
Hixem, who, turning bridle, fled precipitately, and paused 
not till he found himself in Cordova, to the near vicinity of 
which place Suleiman followed with his people in pursuit of 
their foes. 

The vanquished Muhamad entered the city with but a few 
soldiers of his guard, but was followed after a time by the 
scattered and discomflted portions of his army, as well as 
by the remnant of the Christian auxiliaries, which had fled 
by diiferent routes. He then set himself to strengthen 
the fortifications of the capital, restoring the towers, re-
pairing whatever part had become dilapidated, and causing 
a deep fosse to be dug around the walls; all the citizens 
working at these fortifications both day and night. 

Meanwhile, the best hopes of Muhamad Ben Hixem re-
posed in his Hagib, the Sclavonian "Wadha El Alameri, who 
possessed all his confidence, and commanded with absoluto 
power in every department of the state. The principal em-
ployments were all conferred by the Hagib Wadha on his 
Alamerian followers; but Muhamad did not daré to refuse his 
assent, although the more prudent of his counsellors and prin-
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cipal nobles were much displeased with that preponderance of 
the Sclavonian. The people, too, oppressed and fatigued 
by the continual labours imposed on them, as well as by 
the insolence of such as thought they had fortune in their 
favour, began to abandon the party of Muhamad Ben 
Hixem, whose star was commencing its decline. The 
Sclavonians completed these evils by the dangerous counsels 
which they gave their falling chief, whom they prévailed 
on to banish some of the most influential Xeques and 
Yiziers from the city, under various pretexts: of some it 
was averred that they had held seditious discourse among 
theinselves ; others wrere accused of pretended conspiracies ; 
and others, again, of being disaífected to the interests of 
Muhamad Ben Hixem; all which concurred to produce a 
degree of liatred to the latter which was perpetually ex-
asperated by the oppressive insolence of his imprudent 
partizans. 

In the moon of Dylcada of this year 400, there died at 
Cordova that holy person, Suleiman Ben Abdelgañr 
Bengmél El Omaya, called El Eirexi, a man of most austere 
life : he had been a brave border chief in his youth, but was 
now very oíd, and had become blind, not from his years 
only, but from much weeping because of the fear of G-od. 
He was born in the year 301, and when he died had attained 
the age of ninety-eight years. The interment of Suleiman 
Ben Abdelgañr Bengmél was accompanied by a large con-
course of the people; and among the poor his death was 
much lamented. Abu Meruan Ben Hayan tells us that he 
died on a Sunday, and that his burial took place on the 
Monday following : he was interred in the Macbora or 
cemetery of the suburb, immediately after the Alasar or 
afternoon prayer. Erom the same author we learn that 
Muhamad Ben Hixem El Mohdi himself accompanied the 
bier, and made the Azala or prayer for the departed, being 
attended by all the principal persons of the city. He 
afñrms that so large a company was never before seen at 
any funeral in Cordova, and adds the following words,— 
" Muhamad Ben Hixem made the Azala for Suleiman El 
Eirexi, and nineteen days only had elapsed thereafter 
when he was assassinated himself. May God grant him 
pardon!" "" 
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JNTow the general of the Christian auxiliarles, even the 
Frankish Count Armengudi, was at this time secretly in-
formed that Muhamad Ben Hixem had resolved to betray 
him, and was about to depart from the promise of security 
and safe conduct assured to him and his people, preparing 
the pretext of a revolt among the populace for the purpose of 
disarming his troops and subsequently depriving them of 
life. The Christian, therefore, not disregarding the secret 
intelligence thus received, took care to hasten his departure 
under the colour of excuses which he knew how to make, 
and, in despite of all Muhamad's protestations, the Count 
drew his troops from the capital; but, on taking leave of 
Muhamad, lie consented to be the bearer of letters exhort-

, ing the Wali of Toledo, Obeidala, to assemble whatever 
forcé he could command, and hasten to the assistance of his 
father, who was shut up in Cordova by the Africans. 
Muhamad wrote in similar terms to the Walies of Merida 
and Saragossa, as well as to the Alcaides of the frontiers. 

But now was it found that all those commanders had 
excuses and good reasons to allege, by the forcé of which 
they were prevented from complying with that request; all 
declined obedience to the orders thus received; and the 
people, finding that no succours arrived, began to vitupérate 
Muhamad Ben Hixem as they had vituperated Abderahman 
Ben Almanzor ; but of Muhamad they furthermore de-
clared that his good fortune had abandoned him from 
the moment that he had allied himself with Infidels; 
ñor could they sufficientlv anathematize him for that 
cause. 

Well hath it been said, that the love and esteem of the 
people goes and comes with the breezes of fortune—they 
neither approve ñor condemn the actions of those they 
judge; but as these are successful or unsuccessful, so do 
they applaud or vitupérate. The base and bad man who 
conquers, is a hero; the great and good one who is 
conquered becomes the object of their scorn—he is the 
basest of wretches, and worthy of nothing better than the 
gibbet. 

The African light companies soon approached within a 
short distance of Cordova; and immediately after this fact 
became known, it was remarked that many of the most 
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influential among the citizens had disappeared from the city. 
These were presently found to have passed over to the camp 
of Suleiman Ben Alhakem. Muhamad now perceived that 
his fortune was deserting him: he saw that in proportion 
as his own party diminished did that of his enemy increase: 
even his guard had fallen into discord and was divided by 
factions. The Sclavonian Wadha El Alameri availed 
himself of that occasion to augment the fears of his lord, 
who, destitute of good counsel, no longer knew what to 
determine or to whom he could have recourse. l í e insinu-
ated suspicions of secret conspiracy, giving Muhamad more 
serious cause than had before existed to distrust his guards. 
Einally, this Hagib, finding himself to be absolute master 
in Cordova, and perceiving the vacillation of Muhamad Ben 
Hixem, persuaded the latter to malee linown the existence 
of Hixem El Muyad Billah ; and, without waiting an especial 
mandate from him to that effect, he drew the concealed 
king from his prison, and presented him to the people in 
the Macsura or Boyal Tribune of the Great Aljama. This 
was done on the 7th day of the moon Bylhagia, in the 
year 400. 

All the city was in commotion as the rumour went 
abroad that their King, Hixem Ben Alhakem, was still in 
life; and when they saw standing before their eyes him 
wl iom they had followed to the tornb, all the past seemed 
to be but as a dream. An immense concourse of people 
collected before the mosque; and when the Sclavonian 
"Wadha El Alameri brought out their king and placed him 
before them, they received him with the most hearty 
demonstrations of joy, and accompanied him with unceasing 
outeries of applause and jubilation even to his palace. 

Muhamad Ben Hixem had meanwhile concealed himself 
in a remote apartment of that building, confiding in the 
Sclavonian Wadha, and hoping that all would eventually 
be well with him; but on the day of the Easter of Yictims, 
which was the lOth of Dylhagia,"he was led by the Scla-
vonian Anbaro to the foot of the throne—that throne which 
he had himself so recently occupied, but on which the 
legitimate King, Hixem El Muyad Billah, had just taken his 
seat. He was then reproached with much asperity by 
Hixem, who exclaimed, " Now shalt thou taste the bitter 



A . D . 1009.] D E A T H O E M U H A M A D B E N H I X E M . 7 1 

fruit of tliy disloyalty and unmeasured ambition;" that 
said, the king commanded the executioner to talce off bis 
head, which was done, when, being placed on a pike, the dis-
severed head was carried by a Yizier througli tlie streets of 
the capital at the speed of a horse, the body being cast into 
the public square, after having been cut into many_ pieces, 
which were gathered up on the expiration of the third day, 
and were then buried in the court of a mosque. The head 
of Muhamad was ultimately sent by King Hixem to his 
rival, Suleiman Ben Alhaken, who was then at Citawa, and 
whom the king hopecl to intimídate by that example, 
thereby inducing him to return to his allegiance. 

The' time during which Muhamad Ben Hixem held com-
mand, from the moment of his revolt to that of his decapi-
tation, was sixteen months : of this period he had spent 
six at Toledo, and six more had been passed in contentions 
with Suleiman Ben Alhakem, who had been as long either 
in the Comarcas of Cordova or in the capital itself. After 
the battle of Acbat Albocar, Muhamad, who had previously 
called himself El Mohdi Billah, was named Adafir, and was 
also known as Abul "Walid. The mother that bore him 
was called Mozna, and he had a son named Abdallah, who died 
before him and left no posterifcy. 

The head of his enemy, even Muhamad Ben Hixem, 
was received by Suleiman Ben Alhakem as a most precious 
gift, and knowing the preparations making at Toledo by 
the Wali Obeidala, son of Muhamad, for marching against 
him, he took advantage of that present to excite a riew 
enemy against King Hixem and his Cordovan3: command-
ing the head of Muhamad to be embalmed, he sent it to 
Obeidala, with ten thousand mitcals of gold, and a letter 
wherein he wrote him an account of all that had taken 
place in the capital, adding, " Thus doth King Hixem 
repay those who serve him and restore him to his throne : 
beware of falling into the hands of that ungrateful and cruel 
tyrant; but if thou art seeking a companion in thy ven-
geance, him thou shalt find in Suleiman Ben Alhakem." 

Obeidala received the mournful gift, with the letter by 
which it was accompanied, and which produced all the efiect 
that Suleiman had desired : he was filled with a íurious 
anger, and having interred the head of his father, Muhamad 



72 D O M I N I O N " OF T H E A R A B S I N S P A I N . [ A . D . 1001-2. 

Ben Hixem, with great pomp in the eourt of the principal 
mosque, he wrote letters to Suleiman, in which he accepted 
his offers of friendship, and vowed an eternal hatred to King 
Hixem El Muyad Billah. 

On the 7th day of the moon of Giumada Primera there 
died at Cordova the Cadi of the Aljama, Ahmed Ben Ab-
delmelic Ben Haxem, a man of extraordinary wisdom and 
rectitude. The Hagib of King Hixem Ben Alhakem, 
"Wadha El Alameri, was present at his burial, which took 
place in the Macbora or cemetery of Coraixi; the prayer 
was made for him by the Cadi Abu Becri Ben Wafid, 
and the ablutions of the dead were performed by Abu 
Ornar Ben Afif: all the inhabitants of the city attending the 
remains of Ahmed Ben Abdelmelic to the place of their 
repose. 

In the year 401, and on the night of Thursday the lQth 
day of the moon of Giumada Primera, there also died the 
learned Yahye Ben Amer Ben Husein Ben Nabil of Cor-
dova, a sage who had travelled much in the East. He had 
been chosen a member of the council of state by the inter-
vention of the Cadi Abul Abes Ben Dliacuen, and was 
buried with great pomp in the Earenic Macbora after the 
prayer of Alazar. 

C H A P . C V I I I . — O F TH.E SIEGE OF CORDOVA, THE ENTRANCE OF THE 
HAGIB WADHA EL ALAMARI INTO MEDINA TOLEDO, AND THAT OF 
SULEIMAN BEN ALHAKEM INTO CORDOVA. 

K I N G Hixem confirmed the Selavonian "Wadha in his office 
of Hagib, and thafc general made several sallies against the 
Africans commanded by Suleiman Ben Alhakem, in all of 
which he obtained the advantage; but knowing that the 
Wali Obeidala was about to join his forces, which formed a 
select and well-appointed army, to those of Suleiman, he 
committed the government and defence of the capital to the 
two generáis, Zabor and Anbaro, who were, like himself, 
Sclavonians, while he proceeded to the territory of Toledo, 
hoping to arrest the march of Obeidala, and demanding aid 
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for that purpose from the people on the frontiers of Castile 
as well as from the King of the Christians. From the 
latter he received a reply to the eífect that Suleiman Ben 
Alhakem had given the Christian six fortresses on con-
dition of receiving aid at his hands, hut that as he would 
rather assist King Hixem El Muyad Billah than the rebel 
Suleiman, he would send auxiliarles to him instead, pro-
vided that he were assured of certain other fortresses which 
he named. 

Hearing this, the Selavonian Wadha did not await the 
decisión of the king his master, but hastening to make his 
agreement with the Infidel, he assented to those conditions ; 
when the Christian auxiliaries immediately joined him. 
The Alameri then prepared for his attack on Toledo, 
whence the Wali Obeidala had already departed, and 
"Wadha, having secret intelligence with certain of the in-
habitants, soon obtained possession of the place. 

Receiving an account of what had happened, Obeidala 
then returned to seek his enemies, and encountered the 
host of the Selavonian general, with his Christian auxili-
aries, in the vicinity of Maqueda. There they fought a 
sanguinary battle, wherein the forces of Obeidala were de-
feated and fled towards Cordova; but, being closely pur-
sued by the enemy, Obeidala, with many of his cavaliers, 
fell into the hands of Wadha El Alameri. Among those 
who were thus unfortunate were Muhamad Ben Temar and 
Ahmed Ben Muhamad Ben Wasim of Toledo, one of the 
most distinguished persons of that city, and a very learned 
man. That cavalier was nailed to a cross, whereon he re-
peated the Sura Yax, the soldiers cruelly wounding him in 
the face with their javelins until the head became detached 
from the stake, and, falling forwards, the unhappy noble 
then hung suspended by his girdle, in which condition he 
expired. This deplorable event took place, according to 
Abu Meruan Ben Hayan, in the moon of Eegeb of the 
year 401; but according to other authorities, in the moon 
Xaban of the same year. 

Obeidala was taken to Cordova under a strong guard, 
and had scarcely arrived there before the king commanded 
that he should be beheaded. That Wali was then in the 
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flower of his age ; anrl when the people heard that he had 
been taken while fighting against the Christians, they 
vituperated the Hagib Wadha El Alameri with bitter 
violence, and murmuring against King Hixem and his 
generáis, they called them heretics and bad Moslemah. 

The government of Toledo had been meanwhile entrusted 
by the Hagib Wadha to Abu Ismael Dilnoun, averypower-
ful Xeque and noble of that city, who, by his authority and 
infiuence, had facilitated the entrance of the Hagib therein. 
Having thus taken 'measures for the tranquillity of the 
place, the Sclavonian Wadha, well satisfied with his success, 
dismissed his Christian auxiliarles with many gifts, and 
promises in still greater abundance ; after which he re-
turned to Cordova. He was there received with much 
honour by the king, who granted him many favours for his 
Sclavonians and Alameries, 011 whom he conferred Al-
caidías and other offices in the south of Spain,—as for 
example the governments of Tadmir, Cartagena, Alálfe, 
Alicant, Almería, Denie, Xativa, and others; those who 
already held appointments of importance he confirmed in 
their charge. 

But Suleiman and his Africans continued in the vicinity 
of Cordova, where they committed grievous devastations, 
cutting up the fields around Ecija, Carmóna, and other 
towns on the shores of the Gruadalquiver. The Hagib 
Wadha therefore sent his Sclavonian generáis Zabor and 
Anbaro to engage the Africans, whom their troops en-
countered with varying fortunes for some time, but finally 
succeeded in driving them from the Gruadalquiver and 
forcing them to take refuge in the mountains. Some 
relief was thereby given to the capital, which had already 
begun. to feel the want of provisions very grievously, the 
people having long suffered cruel hunger, which at length 
caused a pestilence that kept all in terror of contagion. 

In the year 401, 011 a Thursday, which was the 21st of 
the moon Dylcada, the Hafiz Obeidala El Moaiti of Cordova, 
called Abu Meruan, departed from this iife. He was 
buriecl in the cemetery of the suburb, the prayer being 
said for him by his únele, Obeidala Ben Abdallah, who 
performed that office at the request of the Cadi Ben Wefid. 
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This Hafiz was of the noble race of Omeya* Ben Abd 
Shems. 

In the same year of 401, on a Sunday, which was the 
l l t h of the moon Dylcada, died Ahmed Ben Aly Arabai 
El Begani, who had been reader in the Aljama of Cordova. 
This Ahmed Ben Aly had been chosen by the Hagib Al-
manzor as the preceptor of his son Abderahman, and was 
subsequently made a Cadi. King Hixem El Muyad Billah 
afterwards appointed him a member of the Council of 
State, where he became the associate of the Cadi Abu 
Becri Ben Wefid. The year of his birth was 345. 

On the night between Wednesday and Thursday, towards 
the'close of the moon Dylcada in the same year, died also the 
noble cavalier Ahmed Ben Muhamad Ben Ahmed Ben Said, 
known as Aben Gezir El Omaya, who had been Alchatib 
of the Cadi Mondhir El Bolutl: he died of the_ pestilence 
then prevailing, at his palace of Moqueiz, wherein he made 
his dwelling; and his bier was accompanied to the burial 
place by all the nobles of the city. At the beginning of 
that same moon had died the Prefect of the Builders, Ab-
dallah Ben Said Ben Muhamad Ben Batri. To him were 
entrusted all things connected with the architecture of the 
Aljama and royal residences of the capital. He was, besides, 
Saliib Xarta of the city, and had ever enjoyed the favour 
of the kings, by whom his wisdom and integrity had caused 
Abdallah Ben Said to be much valued. 

jNow Suleiman Ben Alhakem had not remained unac-
quainted with the state of things in Cordova; he knew 
the discontent occasioned among the nobles by the undue 
influence conceded to the Sclavonians and Alameries ; they 
it was that enjoyed all the confidence of the king, who dis-
trusted his own kindred, and put no faith in his most loyal 
servants. Determined that he would not lose so favour-
able an opportunity, Suleiman therefore wrote to the Walies 
of Calatrava, Ouadalaxara, Medina, Selim, and Saragossa, 
declaring to them that if they would give him aid against 
the Sclavonians, who were exercising a tyrannical sway at 

* Of this house of Moaiti, the Arabian genealogists count up to 
sixteen ancestors in direct line—son íollowing fatlier without a n j 
interval in the succession.—Conde. 
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Cordova and in othcr cities of the kingdom, he would for 
his part assure them of their continuance in their govern-
ments, and not only so, but would cause those offices to 
descend by right of inheritance to their sons. The Walies 
thus appealed to Avere by that last promise assured of ob-
taining a concession which many of those ambitious rulers 
had long desired, and they made an agreement^ with Sulei-
man accordingly, sending him their banners without delay, 
and each being accompanied by a -tfell-appointed forcé of 
foot and horse. 

These things being made known to the Hagib Wadha 
El Alameri, and he, finding that the Walies of eastern 
Spain were about to march against him, made the king 
acquainted with these preparations for war, and the great 
movements then efíecting in the provinces : he further-
more persuaded Hixem to write letters to Alv Ben Hamud, 
the Wali of Cebta and Tunis, as also to his brother Al-
casim, Wali of Algezira Alhadra, whom he knew to be at 
variance with Suleiman Ben Alhakem, offering them great 
concessions and advantages of various kinds if they would 
come to his aid with all their power; nay, the Hagib even 
prevailed on King Hixem to promise that in the event of 
their ensuring to him the triumph which he desired to 
obtain over his foes, he would cause the eider of the two 
brothers, even Aly Ben Hamud, to be declared his suc-
cessor to the throne. 

Yet, when these letters were written, the Hagib did not 
send them, but kept them for some more opportune 
occasion — perhaps because he was himself somewhat 
doubtful of the measure, although it was he who had pro-
posed it. . 

The year 402 passed over the lieads of the Andalusians 
who continued in the endurance of very cruel suíferings 
from the ravages of the pestilence, as well as from the 
triáis and afflictions of civil war: provisions were fast 
failing in the capital, misfortunes of all kinds were 
accumulating, and the discontent of the people mcreased 
in cqual proportion. The populace, ever ready to murmur 
against the government, were rendered furious and un-
manageable by all these calamities, and such of the in-
habitants as were able to quit Cordova, did so, fiying to 
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the mountains, or taking refuge in the smaller towns, as 
the case might be. 

By means of these fugiüves and by others of which he 
had contrived to obtain possession, Suleiman Ben Alhakem 
had meanwhile maintained an exchange of letters with 
certain of the more influential inhabitants ; nay, some 
authorities affirm that even the Hagib Wadha himself was 
one among them ; but this does not appear to be credible. 
Yet the King Hixem Ben Alhakem was assured that such 
was the case; and it was furthermore declared to him that 
his Sclavonian Hagib meditated the surrender of the city to 
his enemies. Then the unhappy Hixem, who believed all 
and feared all, caused the loyal Hagib to be thrown into 
prison. Immediately afterwards, those letters which the 
king had written, as ábove related, to the governor of Cebta 
and Algezira, were found to be still in "Wadha's possession, 
and the hapless Hixem commanded that the head of his 
faithful servant should be struck ofF; thus forgetting in a 
moment of anger all the devotion and good service of so 
many years. 

The king then named Hairan, the governor of Almería, 
his Hagib ; and as that general was a man of much prudence 
and valour, he was perhaps better calculated for the office 
thus conferred on him than any other noble then about the 
person of the monarch, whoin he might have saved had the 
good fortune of that ill-fated prince not been now arrived at 
its cióse. Hairan was of the Sclavonian Alimeries, as the 
Hagib Wadha had been, and was the last of them who 
served King Hixem. 

Algasenia, an accomplished poetess of Bagena, composed 
a long Casida of elegant verses in praise of Hairan Lord of 
Almeria and Hagib to King Hixem El Muyad Billah; 
these she presented to the general about this time, and they 
v7ere very highly applauded by the distinguished spirits of 
the day. 

Of "a most benign and generous disposition, the newr 

Hagib frequently prevented the fulfilment of the tyrannous 
orders issued by the king, who felt distrust of all the prin-
cipal men of the city, and would not permit them to 
assemble in any place but the mosques, suspecting con-
spirares in the most innocent meetings of the nobles. But 
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this oppression of his subjects, and the discontent which 
Hixem thus awakened in their hearts, was most favourable 
to Suleiman Ben Alhakem, who had long occupied Medina 
A z a h r a h with a numerous host, and now kept the capital 
closely besieged. . . 

The Hagib Hairan was" meanwhile domg his best to 
anímate the guards and otlier troops to the defence of their 
kin^ and the city; yet his efforts and exhortations pro-
duced but little effect. He performed his part as a good 
general should; but a city which does not care to defend 
itself is not easily to be preserved. One day, while Hairan, 
with his guards, was fighting at the gate of the Axarcpia, 
and labouring to disperse a body of the Afncans who were 
filling I i p the trenches, there aróse a dispute between the 
inhabitants of the city and the troops still remainmg faith-
ful to the king, who were defendmg the second gate, but 
whom the traitors were then attaclung with all the forcé 
they could assemble. Informed of this perilous disorder, 
the Ha<ñb was compelled to abandon the important post 
which he was maintaining, for the purpose of repressmg the 
rioters; since the royal troops and the people were per-
forming the office of the enemy by cuttmg each other to 
PieWhile Hairan was thus employed, admission wasgiven 
to the besieo-ers by those who favoured them within the 
walls • the general then hastened with his guards to attempt 
their expulsión, and, opposing their entrance step by step, a 
sanguinary contest ensued, which did not cióse till night-
fall when the troops of Suleiman had obtained possessionof 
all the towers and forts around the capital. The brave and 
faithful Hairan fell wounded among the few loyal and 
valiant cavaliers of Cordova, who were still animated by 
his example, and had resolved to die in their duty, when the 
Africans made themselves masters of tlie city. . 

But not long did the traitors who had delivered up their 
trust escape the punishment due to that treachery: the 
Africans and their auxiliarles made a cruel slaughter among 
the citizens, without respecfc to friends or foes and for three 
days they sacked the place, paying no regará to the repre-
sentations of those who, having been oí their party, haá 
hopeá to profít by the treachery they had íavoured, even 
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when taking no actual part in the matter. Erightful 
cruelties were committed on all sides. The learned and 
eloquent orator, Muhamad Oasim El Halati, was inhumanly 
murdered in his own house, as was Chalaf Ben Salema 
Ben Chamis of Cordova, one of the Odules or sworn judges 
of the city, he also being assassinated in his chamber, and 
subsequently buried, without attendance or prayer, in the 
Macbora of Ben Abbas. 

On the same day, Abu Salema El Zahid, Imaum of the 
Mosque of Ain Tar, was cut to pieces in his dwelling; and 
the wise Ayoub Buch Bono, with Said Ben Mondhir, son 
of the Cadi of the Aljama, was likewise cruelly murdered ; 
Muhamad Ben Abi Siar, a Selavonian of the king's guard,then 
lying sick in his house, met the same fate, as did Abdallah 
Ben Husein, called El Garbali, an eminent architect of 
Cordova, who had constructed many splendid edifices and 
royal dwellings therein, with other buildings, all con-
tributing to the public utility and convenience; he also 
having been cut to pieces by those barbarians in their 
horrible irruption into the capital, which took place on a 
most unfortunate Monday, the 6th day of the moon Xawal in 
the year 403. JNay El Badalyosi has even aífirmed that the 
remains of Abdallah Ben Husein remained three days without 
burial, and that the body was at length taken to Nacbora 
Om Salema, where the remnants of his household yet living 
buried it without ablution, without a shroud, and without 
prayer ; so great was the confusion and horror into which 
the afñicted people of Cordova were thrown by the murders, 
plunder, and violence of every kind to which they were sub-
jected in those days of judgment. 

No sooner had his troops entered the city, than 
Suleiman Ben Alhakem took possession of the Alcazar, at 
whose gate it was that the Hagib Hairan El Alameri had 
fallen wounded. Being covered by the corpses of other 
brave and noble cavaliers who had fallen with him, the 
general was sheltered from further injury, and lay there in-
sensible among the dead; but in the course of the night 
his senses returned, and he found strength to free himselr 
from the weight by which he was at once protected and 
oppressed. The soldiers, busied with their plunder, did. 
uot remark the figure thus rising from a heap of corpses, 
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and tlie mangled commander having become sensible to the 
realities of his position, continued to drag himself from the 
bodies around him, and at length reached a place of shelter 
which he found in the house of a poor but honourable 
citizen, where he remained unknown to all, and in that con-
cealment was cured of his wounds. 

Suleiman Ben Alhakem was soon proclaiined king, with 
the title of Adofar Bihulallah. The Sclavonians and other 
honourable servants of King Hixem made supplication for 
their lord to the conqueror: but what he did with that 
hapless prince was not known, ñor has it even yet been 
ascertained with certainty, since he never was seen again 
either living or dead; neither did Hixem leave any succes-
sion, unless it were that of calamities and civil discords. 
The barbarians assassinated many noble Xeques in their 
dwellings; and, in addition to those already enumerated, 
may be mentioned the Sclavonian Muhamad Ben Zeyad, 
who had been a closely familiar friend of King Hixem. 
Those murderous wretches even burst into the harems of 
the principal inhabitants of Cordova,—and that profanation 
rendered them more odious than all their cruelties had 
done. 

C I I A P . C I X . — O F THE GOVERNMENT OF KING SULEIMAN DEN ALHAKEM, 
OF THE NEW CIVIL WAE, AND OF OTHEB EVENTS. 

TEANQUILLITT having been restored in the capital, King 
Suleiman dismissed his auxiliaries, towards whom he fulfilled 
all his promises, and they departed to their respective 
countries well content. He next deposed a large number 
of the Alameries from their employments and offices, which 
he gave to the Xeques and generáis of his African Cabilas. 
He caused his father, Alhakem Ben Abderahman Anasir, 
who had been "Wali of Cebta in the earlier part of King 
Hixem's reign, but had retired into a solitary place, wThere 
he passed his time in prayer, to be summoned to Cordova, 
¿uid appointed his brother Abderahman to the government 
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of Seville. Suleiman confírmed in his office as Cadi of 
Cebta that illustrious Jusuf Ben Hamud El Sadfi, so much 
renowned for his genius and erudition. Jusuf Ben Hamud 
was a native of Cebta, and in a garden which he cultivated 
with his own hands he is said to have had every kind of 
plant then known, with many which had never then been 
produced by any but himself. 

To the Hagib Almanzor Abu Mozni Zawi Ben Zeiri Ben 
Menad of Sanhaga, Suleiman gave the government of 
Garnata, and rewarded the services of the general Abu 
Giafar Ahmed Ben Said, known as Araub, by conferring 
on him that of Santamaría of Algarve, which Santamaría is 
a port of Ocsonoba on the coast of the "Western Ocean;—at 
a word, King Suleiman bestowed rewards on all his 
followers; and to many of them he gave possessions and 
offices which they were empowered to transmit by right of 
inheritance to their sons,* the king demanding only that 
the nobles thus endowed should do homage for the towns 
they held, should promise fidelity and obedience to his 
dynasty, and should repair to his aid with their forces when 
called on to do so. 

Six Cabilas or tribes of Africans received allotments of 
territory as above described, and these were raised by the 
chiefs of those tribes into independent sovereignties, as we 
shall see hereafter. 

In the year 401 Aslao Ben Razin rebuilt and peopled the 
íortress and town of Santamaría in the east, which, from his 
ñame, was thenceforth called Santamaría de Aben Eazin. 

Among the unhappy chances of this period was that which 
befel the wise and learned man Eaxid Ben Ibrahim of Cor-
dova, who dwelt on the great square, and belonged to the 
mosque of Lait. Endeavouring to escape from the bar-
barians who were plundering the city, Eaxid Ben Ibrahim 
departed from Cordova during the sack, and took his way 

* These concessions of governments to be held in perpetuity, by 
diruinishing the power of the sovereignty as they did, were the first 
cause of the división, decadence, and ultímate ruin of the country ; 
but i the custom prevailed at that time throughout Europe, as our 
rcaders will remember.—Conde. 

VOL. ii. a 
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towards the north, but was overtaken on the road, and put 
to death with circumstances of indescribable atrocitj. 

The Sclavonian Hairan El Alameri lay, meanwhile, con-
cealed in the capital until he had been cured of his wounds, 
when he secretly went forth and reached Atirióla, without 
having encountered the enemies who were seeking him. 
There he found shelter among his friends and partizans, 
by whom he was enabled not only to attain his own city of 
Almería, but also to take with him a considerable forcé of 
troops, with some treasure. The "Wali who had been ap-
pointed in his place, even Alafia Ben Ahmed, resisted the 
entrance of Hairan, and defended himself in his Alcazar 
during twenty days ; but the palace was takeri by forcé, and 
the unhappy general was thrown into the sea, with all his 
chilaren. 

In the year 405, Hairan passed from Almería to Cebra, 
where Aly Ben Hamud was governor, and that noble he 
persuaded to take part with him in seeking vengeance for 
the deposition and suspected death of the King Hixem Ben 
Alhakem. The proposals of Hairan were to the effect that 
Aly should assemble his forces, which he should unite witli 
those of Hairan and of his own brother Alcasim Ben Hamud, 
lord of Algezira Alhadra, by whose aid and that of other 
Alameries, GTovernors, and Alcaides of fortresses in the 
south of Spain, they might hope to drive Suleiman Ben 
Alhakem from Cordova, seeing that he was reigning there 
not with the consent of the Andalusians, but against their 
wish. 

Hairan Spoke with much warmth concerning the wrongs 
of the unhappy King Hixem Ben Alhakem, quoting the 
letters which Hixem had caused to be written to Aly Ben 
Hamud and his brother Alcasim, calling them to his aid, 
and offering them the succession to the throne, of all which 
Hairan could speak with effect, as being one who had intí-
mate knowledge of everything connected with the matter. 
Eurthermore, and as if the unf'ortunate Hixem had been 
still living—although it is more than probable that he had 
then ceased either to hope or fear—Hairan described the 
indignities of his imprisonment and the constant danger 
to which he was exposed while permitted to remain in 
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the hands of so cruel an enemy as was Suleiman Ben 
Alhakem. In the ñame of his sovereign, therefore, he 
entreated Aly Ben Hamud not to lose a moment, but at 
once to attempt his deliverance, adding, that even though 
they might not arrive in time to eífect the saving of his lite, 
they should in any case be ready to avenge the obscure and 
unmerited death which his enemies had inflicted on him, 
and which it more particularly belonged to them to do, as 
being descendants of the same illustrious race with the 
hapless king. 

Incited by the words of Hairan, and by his gratitude to 
King Hixem, the noble general Aly Ben Hamud, who was 
of his nature a most compassionate and generous youth, 
determined to bestir himself in behalf of the deposed 
monarch, and if he were not permitted to deliver him 
from the foes into whose hands he had fallen, yet to 
avenge his innocent blood : he therefore united himself with 
Hairan, and, conjointly with that general, he wrote letters 
to his brother Alcasim Ben Hamud, exhorting him to 
assemble his forces for the purpose of uniting with the 
Alameries of Andalusia in their attempt to deliver or 
avenge the oppressed King Hixem Ben Alhakem. 

Furnished with these letters, Hairan then departed from 
Cebta, and sailed for Algezira Alhadra, where he was pre-
sented on his disembarkation with a copy of very elegant 
verses by the renowned poet Abu Amer Ben Deragh, to 
whom Hairan made the royal gift of one hundred and fifcy 
mitcals of gold for the same. 

On the part of Alcasim Ben Hamud the Sclavonian 
general found no difficulty,—on the contrary, that Ameer 
entei'ed into the alliance proposed to him with all his 
heart, assembled the flower of his troops, and being joined 
by those of his brother Aly, which arrived from Cebta 
and Tangiers, he took possession of Medina Malaga in 
concert with the Sclavonian Hairan, although the Alcaide 
of that city, Amer Ben Feth, did his utmost to oppose their 
enterprise. 

The purpose of these allies was now made public: they 
declared their determination to restore their legitimate 
sovereign Hixem Ben Alhakem Ben Abderahman Anasir 
to the throne of Spain, and called on all good Moslemah 
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to bear part in that undertaking. The Alameries agreed 
to place themselves entirely under the guidance of the 
illustrious Aly Ben Hamud, whom they elected the leader 
of all, and so they joined their banners, in the hope of a 
successful war. 

All the towns of the empire were now thrown into 
commotion, and the report of this important enterprise 
was presently sounding throughout broad Spain. 

About this time a company of the citizens of Alisbona, 
in number about eighty men, and all friends among them-
selves, being of one tribe, embarked to seek new lands in 
the midst of the Atlantic Ocean, but they found it im-
possible to get beyond certain islands, where they were 
attacked by an uncountable number of hawks ; nay, by the 
violence of those birds, they were prevented from passing 
the said islands; wherefore they returned to their city, 
relating marvellous things of the voyage they had made.* 
These men were thenceforward called the Emprendadores 
or adventurers, and gave ñame to that part of Alisbona 
in which they dwelt, seeing that it was thenceforward called 
the Calle or Street of the Almogawares. 

Now Xerif Edris relates the matter above alluded to "as 
follows:—He tells us that the Almogawares departed in 
ships from Medina Alisbona, embarking on the great ocean 
from the desire they had to know wíiat might be found 
therein; and he repeats what has been said above, to wit 
that the part of Alisbona near Alhama Darab, being that 
wherein these adventurous mariners dwelt, received its 
ñame from them and retained it from that time,—nay, still 
bears the same even to these latter days. He then pro-
ceeds to relate that they were originally eight men, the 
sons of eight brothers, and consequently cousins, who took 
on their own charges a ship of good burthen, and placing 
in it water and provisions sufficient for the consumption of 
several months, they then resigned themselves to the waves 
with the first breathings of the east wind. 

* In this relation, and that which follows, the Translator has been 
careful to preservo in all its simplicity the account given by these early 
Arabio authors (some writing about 980 of our era) of the maritime 
enterprise thus early undertaken by the Portuguese. 
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"When they had navigated about eleven days, they carne 
to a portion of the sea where there were heavy currents, 
with thick and troubled waters of a dark colour. There 
these mariners were seized with fear, and turning their 
sails to the other side, they steered for twelve days in a 
southerly direction until they carne to an island which they 
named the Isle of Flocks,—and it was so called by them 
on account of the herds of cattle, numerous beyond counting, 
which they found on that island, such flocks being without 
shepherds or any other men to give them tendance. 

Iíaving reached this island and disembarked thereon, 
they first discovered a fountain of puré running water, with 
a wild fíg-tree growing over it. Pausing here, they took 
of those flocks, and, dividing the meat, made ready to eat 
thereof, seathing and roasting the same at their pleasure ; 
but the taste was so bitter, that no man could endure to 
retain it in his mouth,—wherefore they did but keep the 
skins of these animals, and, departing from the island, con-
tinued their course, still with a southerly wind, and for yet 
twelve days. 

They then discovered another island, on which they might 
perceive habitations of men and many fields under culture 
of the plough. They steered towards the place, proposing 
to ascertain the extent of it, and what might be found 
therein, but had not proceeded far before they were met 
by numerous Zawarkas or barks strongly manned, and by 
these their ship was taken, they being at the same time 
made captive, and conducted to a city which was situated 
on the coast of the sea. 

Having been landed, they perceived that the men were 
bomewhat red of hue and tall of stature, with long hair, 
of which, however, they had but little ; their women these 
mariners judged to possess great beauty, insomuch that 
they were in amaze thereat. 

The inhabitants of the city kept their prisoners shut 
up during three days, at the end of which time there 
carne a man who could speak their tongue, and he enquired 
who they were, to what end they had come thither, and 
where the country of their abode was sitúate. They then 
related to him all that has been told above, and he pro-
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mised them security for their lives, with a fortúnate issue 
to their enterprise. 

On the second day from that of this man's visit, they 
were presented to the king of the island, who asked them 
questions similar to those which had previously been put 
by the interpreter, when they replied that they had set 
forth on the great sea incited by the wish to discover such 
wonderful things as might be contained therein, and 
with the intention of proceeding to the extremities of the 
same. 

When the king heard that, he siniled, and conimanded the 
interpreter to tell those mercliants that the late king his 
father had sent certain of his vassals to examine rthe great 
sea, as they were proposing to do, but that even after those 
men had navigated througli the wide extent thereof during 
many months, they could come to no end, and even found 
that ' the light was failing them,—wherefore they had been 
eompelled to return without having made any profit of 
their voyage. The king then bade his interpreter to oífer 
the voyágers assurance of security on his part, and give 
them good hope for the future. 

They were then taken back to their prison, where they 
remained until the west wind blew, when the people of the 
country put them into Zawarkas, bound their eyes so that 
they could not see the direction in which they were pro-
ceeding, and navigated with them in that condition during 
many days. 

" Thus voyaging in the company of those men all these 
days, with their nights," relate the mariners, " we came at 
leñgth to a strand, on which they disembarked us all, and 
having tied our hands behind our backs, they left us thus 
on the shore. "We remained there in much anxiety, being, 
moreover, greatly oppressed by our bonds, until the dav-
break (which followed soon after we had been thus aban-
doned) was succeeded by the rising of the sun, when we 
heard a sound resembling that of human voices. "We then 
all cried aloud with one consent, and the noise Ave thus 
made having been a very loud one, certain men Avho chanced 
to be within hearing of that place were made aware of our 
presence, and came towards the spot whence our cries had 
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proceeded. Finding us in that unhappy plight, they then 
ireed us from our ligaments, and asked us of our state. To 
all which we made answer in their tongue, for these men 
were men of Barbar y. One of them then enquired of us, 
" Do you know how far your land is from ours ?" and we 
replied that we did not; whereupon he said, " Then between 
your land and ours there is the voyage of two months." 
The leader of these men then exclaimed, " Wasafi !" which 
is as much as to say, what a misfortune: wherefore from 
that time this shore was called by us Asafi. Jt is a port 
or landing-place on the sea at the extremity of Magreb." 

So much do we íind related in respeet to that navigation 
on the great sea. "We now return to the affairs of Suleiman 
Ben Alhakem. "When the reports of what was doing on 
the coast reached Cordova, they did not fail to^ cause him 
heavy cares : he wrote to his generáis, and sent" envoys to 
his allies. Some have affirmed that he then put to death 
the deposed King Hixem Ben Alhakem El Muyad Billab, 
suspecting him of being the prime mover in those troubles; 
but G-od alone knows the truth of that matter; all that 
can with certainty be averred is, that nothing more was 
ever heard of King Hixem after the third entry of Suleiman 
Ben Alhakem into Cordova. 

Not desiring to await his enemies in the capital, Sulei-
man's first orders were for the assembling of his cavalry, 
and with that forcé he left the city, remitting the govern-
ment thereof to his father Alhakem Ben Abderahman, 
although the oíd man was very reluctant to accept the 
cbarge, and more than once refused to undertake it. 

The general Hairan El Alameri had meanwhile repaired 
to Almunecaub with the troops which he had gathered from 
Almería,' and was there joined by Aly Ben "Hamud, with 
those of Cebta and Tangiers; the people of Malaga and 
Algezira, with those of their Comarcas, also proceeding to 
the same point of unión, seeing that Almunecaub is at equal 
distance from Almería and Malaga. Here, when the 
banners had all assembled, the leaders bound themselves by 
a vow to restore the dethroned monarch Hixem El Muyad 
Billab to the seat of his fathers, and to obey him, the son 
of their ancient lords, as the only true sovereign of Spain. 
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This was done with much solemnity in the presence of the 
congregated troops, hecause there was much distrust among 
them; and in discourse with each other, the soldiers freely 
declared that their generáis were moving not for King 
Hixem, but for their own particular Ínteres t, and to avenge 
their prívate wrongs. 

To the very confines of Almunecaub, where the army of 
Aly Ben Hamud and his allies were thus preparing for 
action, came Suleiman Ben Alhakem with a flying camp of 
carefully selected cavalry, when several skirmishes ensued 
between the advanced p'arties of either army, both sides 
fighting with much bravery and various fortunes. 

I t was the desire of Suleiman Ben Alhakem to avoid a 
general engagement, and he took much pains to do so, un-
willing to encounter the large forcé of the allies inapitched 
battle; he hoped, indeed, that the delays thus ensuing 
would diminish the fervour by which they were animated, 
and trusted to time for the breaking-up of their unión, 
seeing that such dissolution is the most írequent result of 
alliances thus formed. 

But the wise andexperiencedHairandivininghispurpose, 
was equally anxious to bring him to battle; and Aly Ben 
Hamud, prudently accepting the advice of his older ally, 
did his best to produce that result; wherefore they did at 
length find means, tliough not without great difíiculty and 
many stratagems, to compel their adversary to open fíght— 
power against power,—when a sanguinary combat ensued, 
with incalculable loss to both armies. This took place 
towards the cióse of the year 406. 

About this time, the "Wali of Denia, Mugehid Edim Ben 
Abdallah Alameri, known as Abu Geix El Muafek, a crafty, 
yet rery brave and enterprising man, who had been much 
in the confidence of the Hagib Abderahman, the son of 
Almanzor, finding the state of things in Spain thus dis-
turbed, prepared a large and well-appointedfleet, with which 
he set sail for the islands of Yebizas* and Mayorca, well fur-
nished with troops, part of which were his own, but which 
he had in part taken into his pay from other banners. 

* Ivi<¿a. 
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Mugehid Edim then succeeded in obtaining possession of the 
islands, which he fortified strongly and effectually, and 
secured his hold thereon. 

Now, in departing from his government of Denia, 
Mugehid Edim had appointed a substitute to himself and a 
leader of his people in Abdallah Ben Obeidala Ben El 
Walid Ben .Tusuf Ben Abdallah Ben Abdelaziz Ben Amru 
Ben Otman Ben Muhamad Ben Chalid Ben Ocba Ben Abi 
Moati Ben Aban Ben Anmir Ben Omeya Ben Abdxemsi, 
known as El Moati of Cordova, a man of the most illus-
trious nobility, of distinguished learning, and possessing a 
good genius. He had been a disciple of Muhamad El Begi 
and other sages; and being thus appointed governor of 
Denia, the people of eastern Spain revering him for his 
excellencies and honouring the nobility of his race, not only 
obeyed the command of Mugehid Edim in paying to his 
orders the respect due to those of Mugehid himself, but 
finally placed themselves under his exclusive allegiance, 
making the Chotba for him in all the Alminbares; nay, 
Abdallah Ben Obeidala, thus encouraged, assumed all the 
insignia of sovereignty, and struck coins with his own 
impress. The elevation and reign of this Moati, with other 
events of similar character, might almost cause a doubt 
whether the afíairs of men be ruled by destiny and im-
mutable necessity, or be not rather left to chance and 
suífered to revolve without a providence, which last is 
not credible. G-od alone is able to answer this question. 

Abu Meruan Ben Hayau relates that the wise Muhamad 
El Begi one day said to this Moati, w:ho was his disciple, 
" Do not give way to thy passions, Oh Coreixi, and let not 
the temptations of command and the glitter of mundane 
vanities bewilder or dazzle thy judgment: accept not the 
charges of empire, if such should be oífered thee. May 
AUah preserve thy life from the troubles that these bring 
with them." 

Kemaining thoughtful for some time, and as if dis-
pleased by what his master had said to him, El Moati 
enquired, "Wherefore dost thou speak to me thus, and 
whence dost thou know that I require this exhortation ? 
Yet since thou hast begun, I adjure thee to inform me 
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clearly, and say all thy purpose, as God shall prosper 
theé." 

To this Muhamad replied, " Yea, with perfect clearness 
and in a good hour, acccording to the Divine will, shalt 
thou hear all my thoughts. I was in a dream, and I saw 
thee therein, for behold there was a blooming and very 
vigorous vine, around which rose a bright flaming fire, 
which burnt around it for a long time without doing the 
noble tree any wrong, but eventually consumed it, and the 
vine became dust and ashes. 

" This fire is the civil discord which is even now kindling 
around us, and cannot fail to rise into flames ; the blooming 
vine is thyself; but the end of things is known to God 
alone." 

To these words El Moati made answer and said, " God 
deliver us from such evils as these that thou hast fore-
shadowed." 

But some forty years afterwards, Time having passed on 
his way, the course of events fully justiñed the explanation 
which "Muhamad El Begi had given to his dream. 

In the year 407, Mugehid Edim departed from Mayorca 
and repaired in his ships to the great island of the Chris-
tians, called Sardinia, taking in his company the African 
Thabit El Guageni, a wise astrologer, and having landed in 
that island he took the greater portion of it by forcé 
of arms, making himself master of nearly all the fortresses 
thereof. 

In the year 407, the war between Suleiman and the allied 
forces of Hairan, Aly, and Alcasim, was continued with 
various fortunes, the towns and populations meanwhile suffer-
ing cruelly from their incursions and the excesses of the 
soldiery, insomuch that all were living in fear and dis-
quietude. 

Suleiman was anxious to obtain an increase of his army 
from Cordova and its Comarcas ; but the few troops sent 
him served without zeal or good will of any kind, whole 
companies of them going over to the enemy before his eyes. 
His former allies from the frontier of eastern Spain excused 
themselves with various pretexts, and none carne to his aid. 
All the host of Suleiman Ben Alhakem was thus formed of 
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Africans and the cavalry of Merida, Carmona, Ecija, and 
Seville, with the people of Algarve, these forces being led 
by his brother Abderahman, by Abu Giafar, Wali of Santa-
maría, and by the Wali of Merida, Abu Othman Said Ben 
Haraum. The enemies of Suleiman did not neglect to foment 
and encourage the disobedience and discontent prevailing in 
the various provinces, and sought to do him injury in every 
manner that they could devise. 

And now, after many skirmishes and combats of com-
paratively slight importance, the two hosts met in the 
Comarca of Medina Talca, which is in the territory of 
Seville, when, as of one accord, they commenced a furious 
battle. The Africans fought with a barbarous valour, en-
forced by the example of their intrepid leaders, and above 
all by that of their king, Suleiman Ben Alhakem, who went 
raging like a maddened lion through the hottest of the fight. 
But yielding at length to the superiority of numbers, he 
began to retire as the day drew near its cióse, withdrawing 
his troops in good order, and proposing to reach the fortress, 
there to take shelter for the night, when he was suddenly 
attacked by the greater portion of his own men. The 
soldiers had been induced to that mutiny by the shameless 
treason of their Andalusian officers, who íbllowed thebreath 
oí fortune : and that inconstant one, according to her usual 
practice, had that day abandoned Suleiman Ben Alhakem 
for ever. Thus the two brothers, their horses lying dead 
beneath them, and themselves covered with wounds, were 
surrounded by the boldest of their enemies, and fell almost 
expiring into their hands. At that time there lay by the 
side of Suleiman, bravely fighting for whom they had sacri-
ficed their lives, his faithful vizier, Ahmed Ben Said, lord 
of Santamaría, in Algarve, with his son-in-law, Said Ben 
Haraun of Merida ; other cavaliers of Algarve, who had also 
kept their faith to their lord, very narrowly escaping the 
same fate. The field remained concealed beneath the corpses 
of the slain for a vast distance 

On the following day, the victors enterea Seville without 
any resistance, and continuing their march from that city, 
they took possession of Cordova with equal facility. The 
oíd man Alhakem Ben Abderahman, being made acquainted 
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by tlie fugitive Africans with the misfortunes of his sons, 
had no wish to restrain the triumphant course of Aly Ben 
Hamud, the avenger, ñor any power to do so, even had he 
felt the wish. 

No sooner had the allies entered Cordova, than Aly Ben 
Hamud made himself máster of the Alcazar, took the Wali 
Alhakem Ben Abderahman prisoner, and commanded that 
his two sons Suleiman and Abderahman should be brought 
to his presence, although they were then dying of the many 
and grave wounds they had received in the battle. Aly 
then enquired of the noble oíd chief, and said, " Oh, man of 
many days, what hast thou done with the King Hixem, and 
whither'hast thou borne him ?" Whereunto the oíd man 
answered that he knew nothing of the matter. Then said 
Aly, "Ye have put him to death." But Alhakem replied, 
" Ño, by All ali, that have Ave not ; ñor do we know 
whether'he be living or dead, or where he now is." There-
upon Aly drew his sword, and said, " These heads do I 
oífer to the vengeance of Hixem El Muyad Billah, and so 
do I fulfil my charge." Then Suleiman raised his eyes and 
said, " Let thy sword fall on mine alone, Aly Ben Hamud, 
for these my father and brother have clone nothing to offend 
any man, or to merit death." But Aly disregarded his 
worcls, and with his own hand he beheaded them. all three, 
removing each head by one firm and well-directed blow. 
The death of Suleiman, of Alhakem his father, and of his 
brother Abderahman, took place on a Sunday, the 20th of 
the moon ofMoharram, in the year of the Hegira 407. 

Aly now commanded that King Hixem should be sought 
with great care: and there was no apartment and no 
dungeon of the royal palaces and dwellings wherein he did 
not cause search to be made; but all this was only vain 
labora,—Hixem El Muyad Billah never appeared again 
either in life or as the dead, and his departure from this 
world was at lengtli made public, giving occasion for the 
setting about among the people of many strange fables and 
groundless rumoras. 
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CHAP. CX.—OF THE BEIGHST OF ALY BEN HAMUD. 

BY the counseis of Hairan Alameri the Sclavonian, Aly Ben 
Hamud was now proclaimed in Cordova as King of Spain, 
with the titles of Motuakil Billah* and of Anasir Ledi-
nallah,t that proclamation being made on the 13th day of 
(Humada Segunda, in the year 4U8.| The Chotba or public 
prayer was then made for their new sovereign in all the 
mosques; and Aly wrote to the Walies and Grovernors of 
provinces, making known to them that King Ilixem El 
Muyad Billah had declared him successor to the throne 
before losing his liberty, and expressing his hope that they 
would come to his capital, as loyal subjeets should do, to 
take the oath of fídelity and allegiance to his rule. 

Erom the "Walies of Seville, Toledo, Merida, and Sara-
gossa, Aly Ben Hamud received no replies to his letters ; a 
circumstance which caused the king to conceive much fear 
and distrust, more especially of the Alameries. The Scla-
vonian Hairan, moreover, made many extravagant demands 
on him, and appeared to believe that he was failing in the 
íulfilment of the conditions agreed on between them; 
wherefore, fearing that general's influence in Cordova, the 
King Aly Ben Hamud dismissed him from the Court, and 
commanded him to repair to his government of Almería : 
but Hairan departed in great displeasure, oílended by that 
proceedmg on the part of Aly Ben Hamud, and meditating 
revenge against the proud and ungrateful king. 

Moved by these feelings, the Sclavonian general incited 
other leaders to rebellion as he passed onwards to his 
government; and many of the Alameries joining his party, 
Hairan entered into a conspiracy against "Aly Ben Hamud, 
with the Alcaides of Arj ona, Jaén, and Baeza, in conjunction 
with whom he wrote to Almondar, the Wali of Saragossa, 
exhorting him to unite with them for the purpose of 
driving Aly from the throne and restoring the same to the 
Omeyas, who were in íact the lawful heirs, and to whom 

* Motuakil Billah—Confiding in God. 
t Anasir Ledinallah, or Ledin Allali—Defender of the Law of God. 
í A.D. 1018. 
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Aly Ben Hamud, in his treaty with the allied leaders, had 
promised the restitution of their just claims. 

And now, to give their enterprise the more weight, and 
secure the consideraron of the people, the Walies assembled 
in G-uadix, where they took a solemn oath to maintain with 
all their power the war by which a legitímate prince of the 
house of Omeya, to whom all might pay a rightful obedience, 
should be placed on the throne of Cordova. 

Such were the purposes which they publicly declared ; 
but the stipulations secretly made and agreed to among 
them were of a less generous character: they were in 
fact more eagerly seeking their prívate interests than the 
general welfare, aiming at nothing less than the permanence 
and security of their governments and offices, each lioping 
to secure that which he held in his own family, and pro-
posing to obtain their cities or provinces as the hereditary 
possession of their houses, in reward for the zeal they 
were displaying and the labours they were about to under-
take. 

With the plausible pretext set forth as above mentioned, 
the Walies assembled a large host, the natural love of the 
people for their ancient sovereigns causing all to hope that 
they might recover their previous calm and prosperity 
under the shadow and within the protection of their Omeyan 
princes. 

Mulgehid Edim had meanwhile remained in possession of 
that large portion of the island of Sardinia which he had 
conquered ; but he now found that his people were becoming 
weary of the war, of the unhealthy climate, and of the 
long absence they had endured from their beloved country. 
He perceived also that the popular voice, which had pre-
viously applauded him, was beginning to change ; his 
followers were even heard to murmur at his ambition and 
covetousness, many of them saying, " This Ameer is not 
content with the riches and fertiíity of his own states, which 
are among the most delightful regions of Spain, and with the 
Yebisat Islands, but he must needs cross the sea, affronting 
all the great perils and perpetual changes of the inconstant 
waters for the purpose of making new acquisitions : but of 
all this what profit does there accrue to us, who follow his 
banners with so much labour and endanger our lives for 
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the furtherance of his rash and ambitious enterprises ? 
What is our reward ? To be the sport of death and the 
food of voracious beasts of prey. 

These complaints of the discontented, which daily in-
creased, did not fail to reach the ears of Mugehid; and 
their frequent repetition, with the arrival of the Christians, 
who carne in large numbers with a well-appointed fleet, 
determined that leader to desist from his undertaking; 
wherefore, gathering together the riches, captives, and flocks 
which he hadtaken, he gave orders that all should be 
embarked for his return home. 

But for that purpose he chose a haven very badly adapted 
to his intent, acting in this matter against the advice of 
Abu Charaub, the captain of his ships. The latter, more-
over, assured him, as we are informed by Abu Eetk El 
Thabit, who was present, that a great storm was threaten-
ing, and that it would be better to wait and oífer battle to 
the Christians on land, than brave the fury of the tem-
pestuous ocean; but the Ameer would not listen to his 
counsels, and all embarked as he had commanded. 

Then did G-od cali forth immediately a most fearful 
tempest of impetuous and contrary winds; waves rose up 
that were like mountains, the ships climbed at one moment 
as to the clouds, and were lost at the next in the a-bysses of 
the sea, which were seen foaming and of horrible aspect, 
but only by the terrible and fugitive lightnings, seeing that 
all heaven was veiled in darkness, while these were ac-
companied by frightful peáis of tnunder, and they, joining 
the perpetual roar of the raging sea, caused all hearts to 
tremble, when the dazzled eyes of the discouraged people 
could see nought before them but fearful images of death. 

All the labours and pains of the mariners could not pre-
vent the ships from dashing against each other. Abu 
Charoub called out to them, commanding that the barks 
should be kept off the coast, where many of them were 
suffering wreck upon the rocks, while others were swallowed 
by the waves ; but all his eíforts were vain. 
¡̂  The Christians were meanwhile contentedly watching the 
destruction of their enemies from the shore; and as the 
poor shipwrecked creatures were cast forth to land, they 
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took them and put all to the edge of the sword: he, there-
fore, who might liave saved himself from the cruel waves of 
the ocean, fell into their atrocious liands, and was at once 
deprived of life. 

All these horrors and cruelties were beheld by the Ameer 
Mugehid Edim ; unable to remedy the evil, he wept in his 
rage and despair,—now threatening with stern gestures, 
and now calling aloud with a lamentable voice; but all 
equally in vain, seeing that not for this did. the winds cease 
to blow or the tempest to raye; ñor could the inhuman 
thirst of the Christians for blood be made to feel satiated by 
his outcries. 

Seized with a just indignation, Abu Charoub exclaimed 
to him, " Yea, weep ! for this misfortune hath been sent by 
God that thou mayst lament thine ill-advised resolve, by 
which so many men are sacrificed." 

The tempest at length subsided, and having gathered the 
remains of his shattered íleet, the Ameer returned to the 
Yebisat Islands, where he reposed himself from his toils, 
and sought to repair the heavy losses he had suflered in that 
great calamity. 

The banners of the Walies united against Aly Ben 
Hamud were now approaching Cordova, led by the Sela-
vonian Hairan El Alameri: but their arrival was no sooner 
made known to King Aly, than he sallied forth to meet and 
attack them with his Africans and the people he had 
assembled from Malaga and Algezira-Alhadra. This the 
allied forces had not expected, believing the king would be 
intimidated by their approach, and permit himself to be shut 
up in the capital: they were therefore taken at disadvantage, 
and the cavalry of Aly fell upon them with such impetuosity 
as to throw them into a disorderly flight. A frightful 
slaughter was then made by the troops of Aly among the 
foot- soldiers of his assailants; and those generáis, each 
accusing the other of the misfortune they had sustained, 
broke up their alliance, and separated in discontent. King 
Aly then charged his Wali Gilfeya, who was an experienced 
general, to pursue the fugitives, commanding him to make a 
cruel war on the Selavonian Hairan El Alameri in particular; 
whereupon that captain passed through the distriets which 
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were supposed to be more particularly favourable to the 
Alameries, and besieged several strong towns which held for 
that party. 

Hairan, for his part, had meanwhile retired to the terri-
tory of Jaén, and assembling the banners of the towns in 
that región, he formed a league with them, when they agreed 
to proclaim the Wali of Jaén, who was an illustrious cavalier 
of the house of Omeya, the lawful king of Spain. This was 
Abderahman Ben Muhamad Ben Abdelmelic Ben Abderah-
man Anasir, called Almortadi and Abul Motaraf, a virtuous 
man, who possessed vast riches, was of a liberal as well as 
upright mind, and had secured the love of all that land by 
the excellencies of his character. The ñame alone of that 
cavalier, who was the great-grandson of Abderahman the 
Great, lent a powerful i m p u l s e to the party of the Alameries. 
The towns and people of those mountain regions proclaimed 
him their king and lord with acclamations of gladness: and 
Hairan the Sclavonian, with all the Alcaides and Alameries 
then present, took the oath of fidelity and obedience to his 
rule: the only person who excused himself, under various 
suppositions and pretences, was El Sanhagi, "VVali of Granada 
and Elvira. 

C H A P . C X I . — O r ABDEBAHMAN ALMOETADI. 

THE Proclamation of Abderahman, the fifth of that ñame in 
the house of the Omeyas of Spain, with the oath of alle-
giance taken by his people, was celebrated in the city of 
Jaén with much solemnity and with many demonstrations 
of public gladness. Abderahman appointéd the Sclavonian 
Hairan to be Hagib of his house and state, when the latter 
convoked the Walies of the cities in his master's ñame, 
causing them to assemble troops, with which he marched 
against the forces of King Aly Ben Hamud. 

The two hosts met near Baza, and an obstinate battle 
ensued, when the army led by Gilfeya conquered, and 
Hairan Alameri was compelled to retire. He then withdrew 

VOL. II . H 
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from fortress to fortress, being un(ler the necessity of sus-
taining a skirmishing fight at every movement. 

In one of these combats the Sclavonian general was 
severely wounded, and his cavaliers being dispersed, he was 
fain to conceal himself in a remote quarter of Baza, when 
his soldiers, believing him to be dead or a prisoner, returned 
to Jaén much discouraged and very sad at the loss of their 
leader. But after the lapse of a few days, the Sclavonian 
found means to inform King Abderahman and his cavaliers 
ofhis safety; and this intelligence caused them to rejoice 
greatly, since they had already given him up for lost. The 
king sent a body of troops to serve as his guard, and these 
being joined by others from his own city of Almería, they 
bore him to that place almost as it were in triumph. He 
wa3 then immediately surrounded by a great concourse of 
Sclavonians and Alameries, the Alcaides of Denia, Tadmir, 
and Jativa, also repairing to Almería, each with his re-
spective banners. 

Through the whole extent of eastern Spain the Chotba 
had now been made for the King Abderahman Almortadi, 
and all the people of those districts prepared to restore the 
house of Omeya to the throne of Cordova, being resolved to 
drive thence the usurper Aly Ben Hamud. The fame of 
this resolve, and the proclamation of Abderahman, were 
soon carried through all the provinces of the realm, when 
the people declared for him in every part. Valencia, Tortosa, 
Tarragona, and Saragossa, all proclaimed themselves of his 
party, and the Walies of those provinces sent in their letters 
of aílegiance. 

This caused much anxiety to the King Aly Ben Hamud, 
and he despatched his most carefully selected cavalry to his 
general Saib of Sanhaga, whom he had appointed Wali of 
(Granada and Elvira, commanding him to press on the war 
against King Abderahman and his. partizans with the utmost 
constancy. There were, indeed, many who gaye their wishes 
to that king, but they did not all proceed with equal zeal 
and courage : thus the number who gathered round his 
banners was not large, and the principal part of his strength 
was in the number of his cities. 

Gilfeya and the Wali of Granada and Elvira were mean-
while infesting the territories and Comarcas of Jaén, in 
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fulfillment of the co minan el s of their lord, wliile King 
Ahderahman, with his followers, secured themselves in the 
mountain región of the Alpujarras, and in the strong 
position of Jaén itself, the city and for tres s, that is to say. 
King Aly Ben Iíamud marched in person, with a powerful 
army, against the Sclavonian Hairan, whom he attacked and 
besieged in Almería. After a stubborn resistance he took 
that city by storm. Hairan fell pierced by many lances as 
he fought in defence of the place, and so grievously wounded 
-as to be almost dead, was borne to the presence of the 
•eonqueror, the Alcazar having surrendered on conditions, 
and because its defenders were acting in the conviction that 
their leader had already expired. Almost senseless from 
loss ol blood, the -Sclavonian was placed before Ben Hamud, 
when the latter, forgetting the good service he had formerly 
received at the hands of the vanquished general, cut off the 
head of him who had but a few moments to breathe, with 
his own sword. Then, having taken measures for securing 
the city of Almería, Aly returned to Cordova, content with 
his triumph, and believing that all the discords of the 
country would soon be at an end, since the restless and re-
bellious Hairan was at length dead. 
^ In this year of 408, and on Tuesday, the 9th of the moon 
Xaban, there died at Cordova, which was his native place, 
the Cadi of Ecija, Suleiman Ben Chalaf, called Aben Gamron. 

l l v e ¿ m t h e Chandac of the Aragegila suburb, and 
prayed m the mosque of Almonthir: his remains were 
buned with great pomp in the Macbora or cemetery of Om 
Salema, and the prayer was made for him by the Cadi 
J unor Ben Abdallah. 

Even in the city of Cordova, and in his own Alcazar, 
King Aly Ben Hamud liad many enemies, all of whom 
were more or less zealous partizans of the King Abderahman 
Almortadi. The same might be said of Seville, and through 
all Spain the nobles were for the most part on the side of 
Abderahman. Yet was Aly Ben Hamud not discourao-ed, 
but was constantly employed in preparing himself for the 
continuance of tiie struggle ; and having despatched a 
large part of his forces to join the generáis Gilfeya and El 
•Sanhagi, in the district of Granada, he was now himself on 
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the point of setting forth to join them,_ in the hope of 
putting an end to the war. I t was the intention of Aly 
to attack the city of Jaén, where King Abderahman made 
his residence, with aH his forces, and everything was made 
ready for that purpose; the baggage train and guards of 
the king had even passed the gates of the city, and halted 
only to wait for his arrival; when, before leaving Cordova, 
King Aly entered his apartments to take a bath. There, 
the Sclavonians who attended him having been won to their 
cause, as is supposed, by the Alameries then in Cordova, 
seized the unfortunate Aly, and wickedly drowned their lord 
while thus helpless in their hands. 

Such was the unhappy end of the King Aly Ben Hamud. 
His death took place in the moon of Dylcada, of the year 
408. 

Aly Ben Hamud was in the 45th year of his age when 
he thus died; he was tall of stature, and of handsome 
person; his eyes were black, he was slight and spare of 
figure, and a man of severe and virtuous life, but very 
cruel to his enemies. He was King of Cordova one year 
and nine months. His death was publicly reported to be 
an accident or natural misfortune, and so did his guards 
and more trustworthy servants believe it to be. G-od alone 
Jmows all things. 

C H A P . C X I I . — O F ALCASIM BEN HAMUD, BROTHER OF ALY. 

THE Generáis of King Aly's guards, and all the folio wers 
of that prince, proclaimed his brother Alcasim Ben Hamud, 
Lord of Algezira Alhadra, as King of Spain; and this 
they did in Cordova with one accord, going through all the 
streets to make public his inauguration, and cailmg him 
El Manun. The event of his brother's death was made 
known to Alcasim with incredible rapidity, and he hastened 
to the capital followed by a forcé of four thousand horsemen, 
insomuch that his enemies had not time to impede his 
entrance or excite any movement against him; wherefore 
many of the nobles of Cordova saw themselves compelled 
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to swear allegiance to him and became'his followers in 
their own despite. 

One of the earliest cares of Alcasim was to command a 
rigid investigation to he made into the cause of his 
brother' s death. The Sclavonians who had served him in 
his bath were subjected to unheard-of tortures, and in 
the midst of these they confessed that they had murdered 
the king to satisfy the vengeance of certain among the 
Alameries and others, whom the cruelties of Aly Ben 
Hamud had made his enemies. 

And now, although these Sclavonians did not ñame any 
particular person, yet Alcasim Ben Hamud caused many of 
the nobles to be put to death without any other proof of 
guilt than the presumption that they were his brother's 
enemies, arising from the fact that he liad punished or put 
to death other nobles who were their kinsmen. 

All men now feared Alcasim, and trembled in his presence, 
the principal families of the city being those most heavily 
oppressed. Many cavaliers fled the capital, and passed 
over to King Abderahman Almortadi, insomuch that the 
vengeance taken by Alcasim Ben Hamud enriched the party 
of his rival by the addition of many powerful nobles to his 
banners. The reports of certain "victories gained by the 
people of Jaén over the Wali of Granada also carne at 
this time to mcrease the hopes of those who were attached 
to the family of Omeya, while they au^mented the fears 
and distrust of the followers of the Hamudes in equal 
proportion. 

When the news of Aly Ben Hamud's death reached 
Cebta, lns son Yahye passed instantly into Spain with 
such forces as he could collect on the spur of the moment, 
leaving orders that numerous bands of cavalry should 
follow him to support what he called his rights ; Yahye 
Ben Aly pretending that the succession to the throne of 
Spain belonged to him. Now that prince formed a large 
part of his army from cavalry of the Negros of Sus, a 
ferocious people long inured to war; and this body of bar-
barían youth had departed from Africa, swearing to crown 
their leader in Cordova, or to die fighting in his cause. 
With these troops came many valiant Moorish and Alara-
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bian generáis, who promised Yabye Ben Aly the victory 
over his enemies with infinite confidence. 

The known bravery of his nephew Yahye, the superior 
justice of his pretensions, and the large body of cavalry and 

, men of Barbary, which he was persuaded that youth could 
command, gave Alcasim Ben Hamud much cause to fear. 
Assembling his troops, nevertheless, he departed from Cor-
dova with the resolve to oppose that forcé, and proceeded 
towards Malaga. But when he approached the city, Aly 
was informed that his nephew had already obtained pos-
session of the same. Ñor were the negroes idle on their 
part : made aware of Alcasim's approach, they sallied forth. 
to meet him, when several battles were fought with equal 
bravery on both sides, and nearly equal fortune. But at 
this time Alcasim received fatal intelligence from bis. 
people in the Alpujarras, who were daily suflering defeats 
at the hands of King Abderahman's generáis ; whereupon 
the únele and nephew, seeing that while they were mutually 
destroying each other, they were rendering the enterprises 
of their enemies more easy and effectual, agreed to enter 
into a convention, with the hope of securing the sovereignty 
in their family, and for the more successful opposition of 
the rival to their house. I t was thus decided, but not 
without a certain degree of falsehood and evil purpose on 
both sides, that Yahye Ben Aly should have a share in the 
government of the kingdom, and should even occupy the 
city of Cordova, while his únele Alcasim, with the people 
of Seville, Algezira, and Malaga, reinforced by a part of 
Yahye Ben Aly's Cavalry, should carry on the war against 
King Abderahman Almortadi; it was furthermore agreed that 
at the termination of the struggle the two kinsmen should 
rule the realm of Spain conjointly, with a just and equitable 
government, dividing the power amieably between them. 

These conditions were concluded in the year 412 ; where-
upon, having just sent a portion of his troops to El Sanhagi 
and the "Wali of Granada, in the hope of enabling them to 
maintain themselves against Abderahman Almortadi, Al-
casim Ben Hamud proceeded to Malaga, whither he had 
sent the corpse of his brother Aly, with the intention of 
causing it to be shipped tlience to Cebta, where he pro-
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posed to have it buried. All things being.disposed for the 
fuifilment of that purpose, the body Avas embalmed, and 
being landed at Cebta, was there interred with great pomp, 
the sepulchre of Aly Ben Hamud being a beautiful mosque 
which he had himself erected on the Plaza or public square 
of the Lana. 

CHAP. CXIII.—OF YAHYE BEN ALY. 

"WHILE Alcasim was thus enrployed with the funeral 
solemnities of his brother Aly, in Cebta, his nephew 
Yahye had entered Cordova with his guard, composed of 
the Moors of Sus. The people of the city, abhorring his 
únele Alcasim, received him with demonstrations of glad-
ness, calling him their lord and king.; they gave him the 
title of El Moateli; and Yahye, allowing himself to be borne 
along on the current of popular favour, caused the oath 
of obedience and fidelity to his person to be taken with-
out delay. 

The Moors of his guard were much rejoiced at finding 
their promises thus easily fulfilled; and the new King 
Yahye Ben Aly declared that his únele Alcasim Ben Hamud 
had no right whatever to the throne of Spain, ñor could 
put forth any just claim to a portion in the government, 
save only that which he, as sovereign, might be pleased to 
impart. The Xeques, Yiziers, and Alchatibes, who were 
present at this declaration, affirmed the justice of the same, 
and offered the young monarch their arrns and services to 
maintam him in his state and sovereignty without con-
dition or exception. 

"While all these things were passing in Cordova, the fol-
lowers of King Abderahman Almortadi Avere continuing 
the war against Manzor of Sanhaga, who did not venture to 
descend from the mountains, restricting himself to un-
expected incursions, which he made from the clefts and 
asperities of his strongholds in the rocks, vrhen he poured 
bis troops hastily over the Comarcas of Jaén, so far as 
Gruadix or Baza, and withdrew them as hastily, after he 
had ravaged the district,to the nosmall suífering of the people. 
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But tlie partizans of Abderahman would fain have had 
him quit that mountain warfare, and advance with all his 
forces upon Cordova or Toledo, where they believed that he 
would unite all the banners of Spain under his own eom-
mand: there were, nevertheless, many among the Alameries 
who desired that the king should rather finish in the first 
instance with Gilfeya and Manzor of Sanhaga, who were 
cruelly devastating their country. Abderahman was on his 
part very anxious to march on Cordova or Toledo; but, 
not wishing to displease any of his followers, he first 
laboured to compel Manzor and Gilfeya to a pitched battle. 
He divided his forces into three parts, maintaining the 
Vegas or level plains of the Xenil with two of them, and 
despatching the third, which was composed of the troops of 
Jaén and Somontan, with directions to seek and bring to 
battle the general Gilfeya and the lord of Sanhaga. 

Alcasim Ben Hamud had meanwhile returned to Malaga, 
and being made acquainted with the perfidy of his nepliew, 
lie wrote to his generáis Gilfeya and Manzor, commanding 
them to abandon that war of Jaén, if it appeared likely to 
detain them much longer, and direct their forces on Cor-
dova, there to assist him in compelling his nephew Yaliye to 
the fulfilment of the conditions which he had offered to the 
brother of his father. Alcasim Ben Hamud then assembled 
his own cavalry, with the people of Malaga and Algezira 
Alhadra, accompanied by whom he proceeded towards 
Cordova. 

When the approach of Alcasim was made known to his 
nephew, Yahye Ben Aly determined to leave the city, 
seeing that to the poweriul army brought against him he 
could only oppose the forcé of his brave Moorish guard, and 
even of that body a certain portion had been sent to the 
Alpurjarras: he therefore considered it more prudent to 
avoid than to daré the combat, and departed from Cordova 
accordingly, taking unfrequented roads. Yahye then con-
tinued his march until he reached Algezira Alhadra, where 
lie arrived at the cióse of the moon Bylcada, in the year 
413. Having fortified himself in that city as he best might, 
he sent to Africa for a reinforcement of troops, and deter-
mined to wait the event. 
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1 Alcasim then made his entry into Cordova without having 
met with the slightest resistance ; but none of the principal 
inhabitants went forth to receive him, and he was met only 
by some few of the populace;—a circumstance by which he 
was much displeased, and which clearly proved to him that 
the capital was not well-aífected towards his authority. He 
at once commenced an enquiry, by which he learned the 
ñames of such principal men among the Sclavonians as were 
most zealous in the cause of his nephew, and ordered that 
certain of these, as well as others belonging to the palace, 
should be put to the torture ; when, as the number he sus-
pected was great, so the sufferings he inflicted were many 
as well as grievous. These cruelties caused Alcasim Ben 
Hamud to be more than ever abhorred ; and the more im-
portant of the nobles, perceiving that he had sent the 
greater part of his troops to the aid of Grilfeya, as a man 
who thought he had no cause to fear, began to enter into a 
conspiracy against him. With all the secrecy required, and 
taking care to let no trace of their real purpose appear, they 
contrived to gain over large numbers of the people, among 
whom they expended vast sums of money, distributing arms 
also to such of the citizens as they permitted to partake to 
a certain extent of their confidence, but concealing their 
ultímate end from all. 
. Towards midnight, therefore,—that being the point of 

time which they had selected,—they made a suelden attack on 
the Alcazar, where the guards defended the place so bravely, 
that the confederates, after fighting all night, were still unabíe 
to make themselves masters of the palace ; but they obtained 
possession of all the gates and forts of the city, which the 
revolted inhabitants at once occupied with the partizans of 
the conspiring nobles. They caused the Alcazar likewise to 
be closely surrounded by a large body of cross-bow men, so 
that none could enter or leave the palace but with their per-
mission. That siege endured some fifty days, and the provi-
sions of those withiii the Alcazar being exhausted, while they 
had no hope of succour from without, King Alcasim and 
his guards determined to sally forth against the armed 
miiltitude besieging the walls, within which they must other-
wise perish by starvation. The hope of the King was, 
that by a sudden onslaught he might succeed in cutting a 
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path through the besiegers, and might eventually make his 
wav out of the city. 

This attempt he therefore made one morning at the dawn 
of day, and the sortie was efiected with great impetuosity 
but so bravely did the people repel their assailants, that 
very few succeeded in forcing their way, and of those few 
the individuáis who passed beyond the courts of the Alcazar 
were for the most part cut down in the streets or at the 
city gates. Among the rest, Alcasim himself would without 
doubt have been dispatched, had he not been made known 
to certain of the more generous cavaliers, who saved his life 
by taking him into the house of the Yizier Abul Huzami 
Gehwar, and that same night they contrived to get him out 
of Cordova. He was accompanied in his escape by some 
brave Alameri cavaliers, who gave him their protection to 
Xeres : here they left him in the house of the Wali of that 
city, a man in whom Alcasim had much confidence. This 
also took place in the year 413. 

The army of Manzor, the lord of Sanhaga, and of the Wali 
Gilfeya, had meanwhile been strongly reinforced by the 
cavalry and foot-soldiers which Alcasim Ben Hamud had 
sent them on his arrival at Cordova, and they consequently 
descended to the Yegas of Granada, there to give battle to 
the troops of the King Abderahman Almortadi. On that 
spacious field the two armies met accordingly, and attack-
ing each other with equal furv as if by common accord, they 
maintained the combat on eit'her side wiih barbarous valour 
ancl unswerving constancy. The troops of Manzor pre-
sented a firm front to the impetuous charges made by the 
cavalry of Abderahman, and atrocious was the carnage that 
went raging over that fatal battle-ground. Neither side 
gave way ; yet victory did at length appear to be declaring 
for the Alameries, and the party of Abderahman was on the 
point of triumph, when a fatal arrow, winged by the hand 
of some predestined enemy to the house of Omeya, wounded 
the king himself so grievously, that he expired at the very 
moment when messengers were entering his pavilion to 
announce that his troops and allies were in victorious 
pursuit of the foe. 

Thus died that illustrious king, and with him fell the 
highly-placed hopes of his followers. The unhappy news 
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were soon made known, and tlic death of Abderahman 
brought dejection to the spirit of the bravest among his 
generáis. The enemy had meanwhile fled to the mountains ; 
and the lord of Sanhaga, with his portion of the opposing 
urmy, had entrenched himself in Granada. 

"When the report of King Abderahman's downfall liad 
reached Cordova, all liearts were sei-zed with grief, seeing 
that the Iris whence they had augurecl the calin of serenity, 
and which had appeared with the ílight of King Alcasim 
from their city, was now removed, and their hope of repose 
after so many civil discords seemed also to be talcen away. 
The partizans of the house of O meya were preparing 
triumplial arches for the entrance of Abderahman into his 
capital, in that fatal hour when the news of his death was 
brought them. All the city was tliereby filled with dismay, 
the inhabitants trembling infear and despair as they thought 
of the horrors that must ensue on the renewed entrance of 
the barbarians, and of all the calamities preparing for them 
by the frightful warfare again to recommence even in the 
very heart of their already exhausted city. 

C H A P . C X I Y . — O F ANOTHER DESCEKDANT OF ABDEBAHMAN THE 
GÍEEAT, ABDERAHMAN A1M0STADIR BILLAH. 

T I I E Alameries of Cordova, and all the partizans of the 
liouse of Omeya, now turned their eyes on Abderahman 
Ben Ilixem Ben Abdelgiabar Ben Abderahman Anasir, a 
choice which they were assured would meet with popular 
approval in Cordova, as well as in all the cities of that 
portion of Spain which is called Andalusia. Abderahman 
Ben Hixem was brother to the renowned Mohamad El 
Mohdi Billah : he was twenty-two or twenty-three years 
oíd at the time when he was chosen king, and was pro-
claimed by all the "Walies, Yiziers, Alchatibes, and principal 
nobles of Andalusia, in the moon of Bamazan, in the year 
114. The new sovereign was of fair stature and pleasing 
countenance; he had good ability, and in his early youth 
was considered to be of laudable habits and life. He was 
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called Abul Motaraf, and, when proclaiming him their king, 
the people gave him the title of Almostadir Billah.* 

Abu Muhamad Ben Huzum El Faqui describes Abderah-
man Almostadir as an erudite and eloquent youth, who was 
besides a good poet: and Hayan tells us that there was not 
at that time a more noble person in his family than Ab-
derahman himself. Letters were despatched to all the 
provinces and capitanaries or military districts, to the end 
that all should acknowledge his claims and swear obedience 
to his rule; the Chotba was made for him in every mosque, 
and all applauded the judicious selection thus made of a 
great grandson of the illustrious Abderahman the Third, 
hoping from the noble youth so nearly related to that great 
sovereign the reparation of all the many evils which had 
now so long been sufíered by the Moslemah of Spain. 

But how vain are the hopes of man ! Offended by that 
selection, and the preference thus shown to Abderahman, 
his own cousin, Muhamad Ben Abderahman Ben Obeidala 
took an oath of vengeance against all the Alameries and 
nobles of Cordova ; determined in his secret soul to deprive 
his cousin of the throne, or to die in that attempt. 

The proclamation of Abderahman Almostadir had taken 
place in the moon of Ramazan ; and the Easter of Alfitra or 
the cióse of Bamazan having come, the king saw cause to 
desire that the unlimited license permitted to themselves by 
his Andalusian and Sclavonian guard should be repressed 
by the strong hand, seeing that during the disorders of the 
period of revolt just passed, they liad formed the habit of 

. going through the city, in the time of those festivals, com-
mitting every kind of excess, appearing to believe that every 
thing was to be endured at their hands, and that all the 
citizens were bound to yield obedience to their insolent 
commands. 

The rules by which that body of soldiers was regulated 
now received a revisal: many of their privileges were taken 
away from them, many of their exemptions were recalied: 
and in these regulations the king did no more than give 
evidence of the rectitude by which he was governed. But 

* Almostadir Billah—he whose hope is in the aid of Gtíd; or the 
/Confider in the protection of Allak—Condé. 
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the turhulent soldiery thus restrained, were greatly dis-
pleased by those changes; the Afrioan Zenetes were more 
particularly offended, and many of them declared in their 
murmurs that the King Abderahman Almostadir ought 
rather to have been chosen the Prefect or Chief of a band of 
solitaries, an abbot of hermits in the desert, rather than as 
king to occupy the throne of Cordova. 

Muhamad Ben Abderahman Ben Obeidala, the cousin of 
the king, did not fail to profit by these dispositions among 
the royal guard: availing himself of the opportunities afforded 
him by the possession of great riches, he soon obtained 
much popularity among them; and, by favour of certain 
light and inconsiderate youth of the nobles, he contrived to 
engage these troops in a conspiracy as hasty as it was trai-
torous and cruel. On thetwenty-seventh of the moon Dylcada 
a band of the guard thus conspiring entered the king's apart-
ments at the hour of dawn, and before King Abderahman 
had risen: they cut down the Sclavonians who endeavoured 
to defend the door of the royal chamber, when Abderahman 
himself, disturbed by the clash of weapons and the cries of 
his Selavonian guard, who had remained faithful to him, 
awoke and sprang from his bed. He defended himself for 
some time with his sword: but what could one man do 
against a multitude ? He was soon overthrown, and the 
assassms cut him to pieces with inhuman cruelty. 

That done, they then marched through the streets of the 
city with their ensanguined weapons still bare in their 
hands, proclaimmg Muhamad, their employer, King of Cor-
dova ; and, entermg the houses of certain among the prin-
cipal Xeques and Yiziers, whom they slew, they completed 
their work by plundering the dwellings of those murdered 
men of all the riches they contained. 

And now, in all that populous city, there was so little 
firmness to oppose violence, that all the inhabitants, 
Xeques and Generáis, Cadies and Alchatibes, as well as the 
unarmed people, remained intimidated and amazed in pre-
sence of that turbulent horde ; they listened to those 
uncalled-for and violent proclamations without strength or 
resolution to oppose themselves to the disorderly troop of 
assassins now revelling in their streets, as without courage 
to avenge the innocent blood of the good king Abderahman 
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Almostadsir, whose only desire had been to obtain repose for 
them, and who died in the endeavour to freethem from the 
oppressions of an insolent soldiery. This monarch, worthy 
of a happier fate, had occupied the throne forty-seven days 
only when he carne to the untimely end above described. 

Ábu Meruan Ben Hayan tells us that the letters which 
King Abderahman had sent to the Walies all over Spain, 
with respect to the oath of allegiance, had just been re-
sponded to by the replies desired, when, at the moment^ that 
he was receiving them, the Bates cut short his thread of lile. 
He left no heirs, and his death was all the more deeply 
lamented in every province of Spain where the virtues of 
his youth had caused the wearied people to conceive hopes 
of repose, to be enjoyed beneath the protection of that 
monarch and his posterity for a long series of years. 

Shortly before this period, the King Yahye Ben Aly had 
returned from Africa, whither he had repaired for the ar-
rangement of his affairs, and had for some little time con-
tented himself with Algezira Alhadra and Medina Malaga, 
both which cities he held in his hands. But, hearing of his 
únele Alcasim's flight from Cordova, and the state of matters 
in that city, he sent a body of his cavalry to Xeres, where 
he knew Alcasim to have taken refuge, demanding that his 
kinsm' a should be given up to him. The "YYali of Xeres 
surreudered his person accordingly, when King Yahye kept 
liim in a rigorous imprisonment, wherein he remained eveií. 
to the period of his death, although that event did not take 
place until many years after Y*We had himself departed 
from life. Ahulfeda informs us that Aloasim lived twenty 
years after the death of his brother Aly, and adds that there 
could be no cause for the disagreement between himself and 
his nephew excepting only this,—that he, being oíd, and the 
únele of Yahye, could not resolve to pay homage and obe-
dience to his nephew, and the son of his brother. 

C U . C X T . - O F MUIIAHAI> HOSTACFI BILLAH. 

E N T I I R O N E D with the violence above described, Muhamad 
Ben Abderahman Ben Obeidala was called by his guards and 
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partizans El Mostacfi Billah. His treasures, scattered with 
a prodigal hand, obtained for him the hearts of the troops 
and the populace ; all classes were compelled to swear obe-
dience to his rule, and the Chotba was made for him in all 
the mosques. His Zenetes and guards were bound to his 
interests by new privileges and immunities, which he granted 
to them with unsparing liberality, adding to these a more 
amply furnished table, arms of increased valué, and vest-
ments of more splendid brilliancy than they had ever before 
possessed. To the nobles who were his partizans Muhamad 
gave governments and other offices, even to their heart's 
content, and, having constructed that kind of safeguard 
around him, he believed himself secure. Ñor did he 
then give himself further care for anything but the restora-
tion of the gardens, and other places of pleasaunce surround-
ing his Alcazar of Medina Azahra, thinking only of passing 
his hours in all the delights and enjoyments of this life. 
Little did Muhamad concern himself witli the government 
of the provinces, ñor did he give any attention to the defence 
of the frontiers. The AV alies and Alcaides of the towns 
were left to rule as absolute masters therein, disposing freely 
of the rents and revenues of every kind* paid into the public 
treasurv by the various classes of contributors. 

Erom these causes the treasure of the state became gra-
dually diminished, although the king received no portion of 
the^ same for his own expenses. The Exchequer or Treasury 
oí the Diván Aláta, which had been set apart for rewards 
and gratifications to be conferred only on those who liad 
performed good service to the state, was in like manner ex-
hausted by the proflígate liberalities of Muhamad ; his own 
riches, although of vast amount, but only just sufficing to 
the expenditure required for the due spíendour and íitting 
propriety of the royal house. 

I t thus became needful that the Almojarifes, or receivers 
of the public revenues, should obtain resources by means 
previously unattempted, and they oppressed the towns of 

* In acldition to the Azaque, or tenth of all the fruits of the earth 
with that of the inerease of llocks and lierds and of the procceds of in-
dustry, there were the Charaga, or dues of import and export; the 
f aadil, or tax paid by the retail dealers; the rent of the markets and 
the capitation tax, ex'acted from Jews and Christians.— Conde. 
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Andalusia by new and unbeard-of exactions. But, although 
tbese heavy taxes drew large amounts, yet all was not 
sufficient to meet the immoderate demands made on the 
treasury of Andalusia, called on as it was to make up the 
deficiency occasioned by the disorders which had been suf-
fered to intrude into the administraron of the contributions 
due from the provinces. 

The king meanwhile thought of nothing but his amuse-
ments. He passed his time in listening to the pleasing 
verses repeated by the poets of his court, or to the canzonets 
written by the Yizier, Zeidun of Cordova, wherein that 
author celebrated the loveliness of the beautiful Habiba, 
daughter of the king Muhamad, whose aífection for that 
child of his love amounted almost to folly. Abdelmelic Ben 
Ziadatala, called El Tabeni, also presented his ingenious 
verses to the sovereign, with his book on the manners and 
customs of the Arabs, which was likewise in verse. The 
house of this Abdelmelic Ziadatala in Cordova was a kind 
of academy ; it was frequented by all who loved letters, and 
he was himself renowned for his accomplishments through-
out Africa, Egypt, Syria, and Arabia. To King Muhamad 
it was that the Yizier and Alchatib, Abdelwahib Abul Mo-
queira, wrote the dedication of his collection of poetry; and 
Abdel Wahidi of Cordova, who was a native of Cabra, and 
held the office of Walilcoda of Jativa, also dedicated his 
elegant discourses in prose and verse to that monarch, as 
did the eminent poet Aben Chalid Ben El Tarus the collec-
tion of poems which he made in his praise, and Abul Chu-
leni, of Beja near Seville, his most celebrated Canzonets. 

King Mohamad did not fail at length to perceive that in 
the demands made on the people, the Receivers were pro-
ceeding in a manner little in accordance with order and 
¡ustice; yet he hnew not how to remedy those evils, ñor by 
what means he could prevent the vexations not unfrequently 
described to him. His inability and negligence combined 
caused the just complaints of his people to remam as íf dis-
regarded ; and from these disorders it ensued that a prince, 
whose natural disposition was liberal and generous, obtained 
the reputation of being exacting and avaricious, some utter-
ing murmurs against him because they paid too much, and 
others because they received too little. 
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And, for the greater calamity of that unhappy time, when 
all public virtue seemed to be extinet, it was "not possible 
to persuade the Walies of the provinces that their duty was 
to maintain concord among themselves for the benefít of the 
state, ñor did they listen to the few wise men who implored 
them to offer an example of unión and obedience to the less 
important functionaries acting beneath their orders : thus 
the generáis commanding on the frontiers, with the Alcaides 
oí fortresses and those of the towns, were alike disobedient 
and wanting in their duty. Many of these men had risen 
jrom poor and obscure beginnings, but, in the various revo-
iutions and disorders of the state, had succeeded in raising 
themselves to power, and having intruded themselves into im-
portará offices, had become an object of fear to those beneath 
them Even the people, corrupted in all parts of the king-
<lom by the perpetual disquietudes, conspiracies, and rebel-
aons oí the time, had become accustomedto a life of violence 
and tumult; many classes among them preferring that dis-
orderly state of things to a life of repose, seeing that by the 
tormer they were furnished with occasions for eífecting 
robbenes, and taking vengeance on those who had offended 
them, with that impunity which unhappily must ever attend 
crime in periods of civil warfare and popular revolution. 
. fi

Lhe kmg was most probably unconscious of the political 
mnrmity thus prevailing among his people, or, if he knew 
oí its existence, he had neither the firmness required to re-
presa the manifestations thereof, ñor the power to apply such 
remedies as might have tended in the course of time to era-
dicate the evil Neither did he know that those very men, 
whose disloyal and traitorous forgetfulness of the most 
sacred obbgations had unjustly placed him on the throne, 
were now impatient of his seat thereon, and anxious to dis-
possess him of the same. Yet this was a fact that could not 
be long concealed ; and Muhamad, becoming intimidated by 
the rumours which at length reached him, fled his capital, 
and passed the greater part of his time at Azahra, where he 
was nevertheless far from being in security. He then be^an 
to distrust his guard and the most familiar of his attendants: 
ñor without good reason, no long time having elapsed 
before the seditious lovers of change having incited the 
multitude to rebellion, that uncertain populace cathered 

VOL. I L I 
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in fierce troops about the houses of the Yiziers and Cadies, 
•which they surrounded with insolent outcries, demanding 
the deposition of certain among the great officers, with the 
heads of others, and finishing by requiring that the King 
and his Hagibs should be put to death. 

Muhamad having been warned of the danger threatening 
him by the few generáis of his guard who still remained faith-
ful to him, and these attending him with a body of African 
cavalry, he left the Alcazar of Zahra in the night—taking 
with him all his family. I t is true that he was abandoned 
en the road by many who had made profession of intending 
to share his fortunes; but he succeeded in reaching the 
fortress of Ucles in the territory of Toledo, where he was 
received with much kindness by the Alcaide of that place, 
Abderahman Ben Muhamad Ben Selim Ben Said Ben Al-
mondar, the son and grandson of brave generáis, who had 
held the government of the same from the time of King 
Abderahman the Great. 

But even here his enemies found means to reach the un-
happy Muhamad Ben Abderahman; and he had not been 
long'at Ucles before he received his death. Themanner or 
that event was on this wise : a dish composed of chickens, 
prepared with a certain herb which grows _ in that country, 
was placed before him, and he unsuspectingly ate théreof: 
"but the herbs thus used were poisonous, and of their efteets 
Muhamad died, in the year 415. The duration of his 
reign was seventeen months, and he left no son to succeed 
him. 

In this same year, and on Thursdav, the 13th of the 
moon of Giumada Primera, Abdallah Ben Eebie of Cordova 
died in that city, and in the morning dawn of the Juma or 
ÍYiday he was buried in the house of Xuhaid, being fol-
lowed to the grave by a large company : he was not taken 
to the Macbora or cemetery, from fear of the barbarían» 
who were at that time infesting the vicínity of the capital. 
May God be gracious to him ! 
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C H A P . C X V I . - O F YAIIYE BEN ALY, 

W I T H tlie news of all that had befollen in Cordova, the 
partizans of King Yahye Ben Aly Ben Hamud took care to 
basten to Malaga, when they described to him the revolu-
tions and disquietudes suífered by the state, and incited him 
to march on the capital with his troops, for the purpose of 
obtaining possession thereof, thus placing himself on the 
throne, which they declared to be his of right, in virtue 
of the declaration made by King Hixem in favour of his 
father. 

Yahye Ben Aly was then governing his dominions of 
Malaga, Algezira Alhadra, Cebta, and Tangiers, with infinite 
moderation and justice : he was beloved by his people, and, 
desirous of his aggrandizement, they ofíered to seat him 
on the throne of Cordova. Thus it was rather by thewill 
oí his ambitious partizans, than by his own, that Yahye 
Ben Aly departed from his city of Malaga and repaired 
to Cordova, 

The principal inhabitants, and such honourable men as 
might still be found, rejoiced in his coming, because they 
hopea to be delivered by his means from the tumultuous 
anarphy which hadsolong torntlie city to pieces: many of 
them therefore went forth to receive him, and to expresa the 
confidence which they felt in his prudence and good govern-
ment Ñor did the citizens generally refuse the customary 
manifestation of their adhesión; the entrance of the new 
sovereign put all m movement, and he was greeted on his 
passage with numerous demonstrations of gladness. He 
ahghted m the first mstance at the Aljama, and after having 
made the prayer of Adohar, he passed through the principal 
streets amidst the festive acclainations of the populace. 

The new king then wrote to the Walies and Governors 
of provinces, requirmg them to repair to Cordova, there to 
take the oath of allegiance; but the more distant rulers ex-
cused themselves under various pretexts, while many of 
those who, were nearer openly declared that they did not 
acknowledge him to be their king, but an intruder called 
mto the country by a faction which they despised. 

Among those who thus avowed their disobedience, ther 
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king was most of all displeased with the Wali of Seville, 
and desiring to make such an example of him as might 
serve for the warning of the rest, he commanded his Alcaides 
of Xerez and Malaga to unite their cavalry and foot-soldiers 
with those of Sidonia and Arcos; which done, they were 
ordered to direct their march on Seville : King Yahye Ben 
Aly, with the cavalry and other troops of Cordova, also pre-
paring to join them. 

And here it will be proper to say who was that Wali 
of Seville, and what were his parentage and condition, 
with the qualities of the man. Muhamad Ben Ismail Ben 
Ahmed El Lahmi, called Abulcasim, had been Cadi of Seville 
during the short reign of Alcasim Ben Hamud, when his 
prudence and sagacity enabled him to obtain all he desired 
from that king, who made him governor of the province: 
but, in return for that benefit, when Alcasim departed from 
Cordova in the year 413, Mohamad Ben Ismail seized the 
sovereignty of the district as the independent possession of 
himself and his posterity. 

Abu Eafe relates that this Muhamad was the son of 
Ismael Ben Muhamad Ben Ismail Ben Coraix Ben Abed 
Ben Amer Ben Aslam Ben Amer Ben Itaf Ben JNaim, and 
he adds that Itaf and Naim carne into Spain at the time 
when Baleg Ben Baxir El Coraixi made his descent on the 
country. Itaf was of Hemesa, in Syria, and of the tribe of 
Lahmi: he had his origin from Alaris, a village sitúate on 
the confines of Algifer, which is between Egypt and Syria. 
Having arrived in Spain, Itaf established himself at Caria 
Jumin, in the district of Taxena and jurisdiction of Seville, 
a place sitúate on the shore of the Great Eiver. Others 
say that this race was of the sons of Nooman Ben Almond-
hir Ben Measemai, and add that they prided themselves 
much 011 their nobility, the illustrious antiquity of which has 
been often sung in melodious numbers, as may be seen 
in the eulogies and verses of many ingenious poets and 
men of letters, in those written by Aben Lebana among 
others. 

Abu Meruan Ben Hayan tells us that the father of Mu-
hamad, Wali of Seville, was Ismael Aben Abed, a man 
greatly distinguished for prudence, and possessing much 
influence both before and after the commencement of the 
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civil war. He exercised considerable autliority in tlie city 
and Comarca of Seville, and being very wealthy, lived in a 
state of pomp and ostentation but slightly differing from 
that aífected by kings. No prívate cavalier of Andalusia 
could equal him in that respect, ñor had any so vast a 
number of servants as those which formed the household of 
Ismail Aben Abed. He was very liberal moreover, and 
received to the shelter of his roof not a few of the most 
illustrious exiles and banished nobles of Cordova, at times of 
public calamities, which were then but too frequent, and 
when civil discords were kindled in the capital. This Ismail 
is furthermore described as a crafty person, but one of con-
siderable erudition: he was also a good cavalier, of very 
firm mind and much apparent wisdom, but in effect one who 
always contrived to attain his ends with certainty and 
security. He brought up his son Muhamad in the same 
cautious policy, and taught him to overcome the greatest 
difficulties. 

When Muhamad Ben Ismail was informed that the King 
Yahye Ben Aly was marching against him, he placed a 
body of the cavalry of Seville and Carmona in ambush at a 
convenient point, with orders to sally forth when the occa-
sion should present itself. Muhamad himself, with other 
torces of foot and horse, advanced to meet King Yahye, 
when the light companies of Cordova had several skirmishes 
with those of Seville, and after a certain time the hosts of 
both the contending parties came into presence. The troops 
of Muhamad soon began to yield ground, yet doing so by 
little and little only, according to a stratagem determined on 
by their leader, and as men who were making their best efforts 
to avoid that necessity, until atlength they feigned a retreat 
which ended in a seeming defeat and disorderly flight. But 
when they had brought the men of Cordova so'far in pursuit 
as to be within the ambush mentioned above, the forces of 
Muhamad turned with great impetuosity on their supposed 
victors, and this ambush also bursting forth from its hiding-
place, the troops of King Yahye were surrounded. That 
prince himself, fighting in the hottest of the battle, was 
pierced through and through by a lance which nailed him 
to the saddle, and receiving other wounds at the same 
time, he fell dead from his horse. 
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Such was the unhappy fate of that good king, whose 
virtues promised a happy reign. The battle in which he 
lost his life was fought on the 7th day of the moon Mu-
harram, in the year 417. His head was cut off by command 
of Muhamad Ismail, who sent it to Seville, with the news 
of his victory, while the cavaliers of Cordova and the people 
of Malaga retired mournful and vanquished from the field. 

C H A P . C X Y I L — O F CHE KEIGN OP HIXEM EL MOTAD BIEIAH. 

" W H E N the intelligence of that urifortunate battle, and of 
the death of Yahye Ben Aly, reached Cordova, all the 
honourable men of the city were much grieved thereby, 
seeing -that the well-founded hopes which they had con-
ceived from the known prudence and justice of that hapless 
prince Avere thus destroyed. The Diván immediately 
assembled, and by the influence of Abilhezami Ben Grehwar, 
Yizier of the city, and that of the Alameri cavaliers, the 
Walies were induced to proclaim for their king and lord 
Hixem Ben Muhamad Ben Abdelmelic Ben Abderahman 
Anasir, a great grandson of that illustrious sovereign, 
namely, and brother to the excellent King Abderahman 
Almortadi. This Hixem was then living in retirement at 
a fortress called Ham Albonte, 'the Alcaide of which was 
Abdallah Ben Casim El Eehri. 

The choice thus made was applauded by the people, and 
the new king was proclaimed with demonstrations of the 
most sincere gladness, under the title of El Motad Billah. 
This happened at the end of the moon of Eebie Primera, in 
the year 417. Hixem Ben Muhamad was born in the year 
864; the mother who bore him was named Oneiza, and he 
had a brother called El Mortadi, who was four years his 
júnior. He sent his messengers to announcethat voluntary 
election made by the council and the people of Cordova; 
and being a wise and moderate man, he gave no evidence 
of rejoicing in his sudden elevation to the throne, but on 
the coútrary was manifestly reluctant to exchange the 
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security and peace of his retirement for the cares of a 
perilous command. 

His reply to the envoys who announced his election was 
to that effect: he admitted that the love of the people of 
Cordova to his family, and their good will to his person, 
were very gratifving, but added, that he was not prepared 
to take on his shoulders the heavy charge of the govern-
ment ; ñor was it until after some days of diffident reluc-
tance that Hixem Ben Muhamad yielded to the entreaties 
of those who had elected him, and accepted the crown. 
jN'ay, even after he had done so, the new monarch, remain-
ing doubtful of the inconstant people to whom he was 
unknown, made a long delay before he could be prevailed 
on to repair to Cordova, ánd continued on the frontier, 
having taken the command of the troops then occupied in 
the defence of the same. This was the only pretext by 
which Hixem could justify his absenee from the capital. 
He fought against the Infidels with various fortune, seeking 
to drive them back within their ancient limits, which 
they had overpassed on the frontier of eastern Spain, as 
Aveíl as on that of Grallicia and Castile ; those misbelievers 
being tempted to that intrusión by the opportunities which 
the civil discords of the Moslemah had so long afforded 
them. 

On this occasion the king had clone much honour to a 
very wise and learned man, the Alcaide Hixem Ben Mu-
hamad Ben Hilel El Caisi, of Toledo, who had been the 
disciple of sages distinguished as Aben Abdus and El 
Chuzeni. This Alcaide was as remarkable for his bravery 
as for the excellence of his life and the austere piety of his 
conduct. He fasted with the utmost rigour, and celebrated 
the Idalñtra or Easter of the cióse of Bamazan, with his 
Eabitos or í'rontier.-knights* in the most splendid mauner, 

* These Eabitos, or Moslemah knights of tlic frontier, professed ex-
traordinary austerity of life, and devoted themselves voluntarily to tho 
eontinuul exercise of arms. They bound themselves by a vow to dofend 
the frontier from the Christians ; and all these eavaliers were of high 
distinction. Of the most surprising constancy in the fatigues of war, 
they vvei'e not permitted by their rules to fly before the enemy, but 
were held by their vows to fight and die without moving from the point 
•they defended. I t appears highly probable that from these Eabitos pro-
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expending all his savings of the year in feasting the troops 
of his fortress on that day. 

The vestments of the Alcaide Hixem were very simple, 
and his food was of the most frugal kind: he had passed 
his whole life on the frontier, but died soon after the de-
parture of the king, who had himself remained there three 
years all but two months, at the end of which time the 
Yizier Abul Huzam Gehwar wrote entreating him to delay 
no longer, but at once to appear in his capital, where the 
people, greatly desiring to behold their king, and unquiet 
at his protracted absenco, were becoming discontented. 

Abul Huzam added, that from the light discourses and 
eomplaints of the populace, the seditious were already 
taking occasion to foment discords, which might éasily 
become the pretext for serious commotions ; that the 
G-overnors or Walies of the provinces in the interior of the 
kingdom were openly manifesting their intention of render-
ing themselves independent, winning over to their interests 
the hearts of the people, whom they ruled by the seeming 
blandness and equity of their government, and were mean-
while acting on all occasions in the manner of absoluta 
sovereigns, not permitting that the contributions or reve-
nues of their provinces should be sent to the capital. 

On receiving these advices, King Hixem Ben Muhamad 
departed from the frontier, and repaired with much dilgence 
to Cordova, making his entrance into that city on the 8th 
day of the moon Dylhagia, in the year 420. He was re-
ceived with all possible demonstrations of gladness, and, 
surrounded with an innumerable concourse of people, pro-
ceeded to his Alcazar. Ñor did any long time elapse before 
the cordial kindness of his manner, his gentle and generous 
treatment of all who approached him, and the attention he 
paicl to the upright administration of justice, had wholly 
gained the hearts of the citizens; while the repose that 
succeeded his arrival repressed the wicked hopes of those 
who were expecting new revolts, and laid the needful re-
straint upon their enterprises, calming at the same time the 

oeeded the Military Orders of Spain, as well as t b ^ e of the East—all 
so renowned for their bravery and for the serv.ot's they rendered lo 
Christianity. The rules of both institutionS have much similarity. 
—Conde. 
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disquietudes of the more honourable Moslemah, who were 
in dread of that misfortune. 

King Hixem Ben Muhamad took care to visit the hos-
pitals and houses of refuge for the poor, in his own person, 
as he did the Madrisas or schools for chilclren, the higher 
seminaries for youth, and the colleges for advanced students; 
the most especial attention of the king was, however, be-
stowed on the sick, and his own physicians were charged to 
pay a daily visit to the Almarestanes or infirmaries. Among 
the changes made by Hixem Ben Muhamad was the deposi-
tion from his office of Abderahman Ben Ahmed Ben Said 
Ben Muhamad Ben Baxir Ben Garcia,* called Abulmotarif, 
wrho had been elected Cadi of the Aljama of Cordova by 
the King Aly Ben Hamud. He was a very eloquent person, 
and had been greatly favoured by the family of Hamud : the 
office of Cadi and Prefect of Prayer had been held by him 
for twelve years ten months and four days, according to 
Abu Meruan Ben Hayun, and, according to the same 
authoritv, he retired into private life on being deprived 
thereof, from which time he dwelt secluded in his house at 
Cordova until his death, which took place a little more than 
two years after his deposition from office, when he was 
buried with great honour in the Macbora or cemetery of 
Aben Abas. The day of Abderahman Ben Ahmed's funeral 
was a Saturday, and was about the middle of the moon 
Xaban. 

About this time the following verses were recited by 
Obeidyas,_ the Chatib or secretary of Obeidala Ben Meruan: 
their subject was the palace inhabited by Obeidala, and the 
magnificence of which was such as to compete with that of 
the Boyal xllcazar, and to much surpass in its splendour 
the palace of Mogueiz and the houses of Almanzor :— 

" Bright Alcazar of Abi Meruan, 
Worthy to be the Hall of Paradise ; 
What shall surpass thy beauty, rich and varied 
As are the hues of changeful leopard skins. 

* In the Arabian documents of this period it is not unusual to fínd 
Gothic and Christian ñames, as Gcndcmir Ben Davad, Ahmed Ben 
Guzman, Mohamad Ben Fortune, Abdallah Ben Golier, Ben Borangel,, 
Ben Mendis, Ben Muñios, Ben Maurice, Ben Radmir, Ben Garcia, Ben 
Sancho, Ben Fortis, Ben Gulindo, &c — Conde. 
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Fair lióme of bliss, thy radiant chambers sliine 
With jaspers rare and marbles quaintly carved j 
They glitter with the gold that Tibar eends 
As 'twere to teach us what may be the home 
Of him whom Fortune favours. 

King Hixem El Motad Billah endeavoured to bring the 
"Walies of the provinces to their duty by reasoning and 
gentle means : he wrote amicable letters, wherein he sought 
to prove the pressing necessity of unión, concord, and 
peace, between all the Moslemah provinces of Spain, to the 
end that the kingdom might be the better prepared to make 
head against the Infidels, and might recover the territory 
which the long reign of civil discord had caused it to lose 
on the frontiers, since it was certain that, without a good 
unclerstanding among themselves, they could not liope for 
security from without, any more than for the maintenance 
of pubíic happiness within the realm. Ñor did the "Walies 
deny the forcé of these reasonings; they admitted the truth 
of all the king advanced, and acknowledged the legitímate 
autliority of the Caliph of Cordova; but, in point of fac't, 
they gave little heed to what he had said,—they did not 
•cease from their intrusive pretensions, and under various 
pretexts still continued to refuse the payment of the con-
tributions and services which they ought to have remitted, 
such being due by their respective provinces to the state. 

The king then became convinced that so grave an evil 
must be vemedied by more severe measures, and resolved to 
attempt the gradual reduction of the disobedient Walies : 
he therefore charged Obeidala Ben Abdelaziz El Yahsebi 
with the subjection of the Algarve or west of Spain; and 
that general did in fact compelto their allegian ce the "Walies 
of Sibla, Oksonoba, Xilbe, and other cities, which were still 
governed by men who liad been appointed for the most part 
by the King Yahye Ben Aly. The government of Gezira 
Saltis King Hixem El Motad Billah bestowed on the father 
of Obeidala Ben Abdelaziz El Yahsebi, even Abdelaziz El 
Becrui; but that "Wali did not long continué to merit the 
confidence of his sovereign, since he also did his utmost to 
change the government thus entrusted to him into an inde-
¡pendent lordship. 

Now it had come to pass after the death of Abderahman 
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Almortadi, that the lord of Sanhaga, Almanzor Ben Zeiri, 
had made himself master of all the towns of Elvira and 
Granada, the weakened condition of Andalusia having per-
mitted him to obtain possessionoftheminthe first instance, 
ancl the constant presence of civil disorders in Cordova 
•enabling him to make good his seat and secure himself 
firmly therein, hefore measures could he taken for his ex-
pulsión. Pinding that he remained undisturhed in his 
acquisitions, Almanzor Ben Zeiri then departed for Africa, 
leaving in his place a very prudent and valorous general, 
his nephew Habus Ben Balkim. Alchatib tells us that this 
Almanzor reigned seven years in Granada. 

At Malaga the son of Yahye Ben Aly Ben Hamud, even 
Edris, governed as a king, and his people called him Amu-
menin, or Prince of the Paithful, having sworn fidelity and 
obedience to him with all solemnity at the death of his 
father, Yahye El Motadi, for so did they cali Yahye Ben 
Aly. Edris himself they named El Olui, or the Exalted, aud 
he was likewise called Abu Kafei. This Edris was a man 
of much charity and benevolence; he gave five hundred 
doubloons of gold to the poor on each succeeding Juma or 
Friday of the vear ; and the rectitude of his character, 
with his generosíty and other excellent qualities, were cele-
brated in numerous verses. He recalled from their banish-
ment such nobles as had been wrongfully proscribed in the 
time of his father, restoring to them whatever they had 
previously possessed; ancl during his life there was never 
once heard a complaint of oppression. He was, moreover, 
a very learned man, and visited the schools with much 
interest, neither did he neglect the hospitals: the ear of the 
excellent Edris was ever open even to the humblest of his 
subjects, and his life was occupied with no other employ-
ment than that of conferring benefits and distributing 
favours. The Yizier of Edris ancl the governor of his state 
was his kinsman Muza Ben Afán; but this man finally 
provecí a traitor, and assassinated his lord, at the instigation 
of the Iiing of Sanhaga,, Almoez Ben Badis. 

In Denia, the government was conducted by Abdallah El 
Moaiti: he also was called king, ancl coined money with his 
own impress. But no long time elapsed before Mugehid 
Edim, his master, having returned from Majorca, not only 
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deprived him of the sovereignty, but banished him from tbe 
country. Abdallah El Moaiti then departed to the land of 
Cutema, and was never seen to raise his head again in this 
world, having died in those pares somewhere about the cióse 
of the year 432. 

The Walies of Seville, Carmona, and Sidonia, were in 
like manner maintaining themselves in a complete indepen-
dence of King Hixem, and as, during the two years of that 
monarch's reign, the fortune of arms was more frequently 
favourable to the rebel Walies than to himself, the virtuous 
king, finding his efforts vain, and desiring to put an end to 
the civil w ar so fatal to the interests of the country, con-
sented to enter into a negociation with those rulers, and 
made terms of agreement with the greater part of them. 

But by that moderation all the dwellers in Cordova were 
filled with discontent; they attributed to King Hixem El 
Motad Billah himself the slight success of his arms, and 
all the calamities of the period were soon considered to be 
the fault of their sovereign. The evil had indeed become 
such that it was now beyond remedy. The state was so 
much weakened by long disunion, that it no longer had 
power to contend with a rebellious Wali, since the discord 
had extended to nearly all the provinces, and there was 
none that could be implicitly depended on. The good and 
wholesome habits and customs of the Moslemah, as exist-
ing in past times, were known no more—all had become 
vitiated and corrupted: ñor had this deterioration taken 
place by degrees,—it had come on with the impetuous haste 
of a torrent: whether zealous or lukewarm as Moslemah, 
and however firm in the faith, all seemed alike given over 
to the empire of their passions : the more active spirits were 
restless and ungovernable; the less energetic were indolent 
and apathetic ; but all seemed to be agreed in one thing— 
indifference, namely, to the general welfare : at a word, the 
absence of public spirit was equally perceptible through 
all ranks, and the Spanish Moslemah well merited what 
was then said of them by King Hixem El Motad Billah, 
—" This generation can neither govern well, ñor be well 
governed." 

The Yizier of Hixem Ben Mohamad, even Huzam Ben 
G-ehwar, advised his lord to avoid the capital and retire to 



A . D . 1030.] E E I G N 0 E H I X E M E L M O T A D B I L L A H . 125 

Medina Azarah, where he might the better secure his 
person from the perils of any sudden commotion, and from 
the insults of a popular insurrection, which the Yizier con-
sidered to be imminent; but the king felt so confident of 
the love and respect which his people of Cordova had always 
evinced for him, that he could not fear so ungrateful and 
unjust a return for his benefits. Yet the seditious leaders 
of the populace did not long delay to give him proof that 
his Yizier had judged them rightly; they excited the in-
constant and inconsiderate multitude to rebellion, and 
demanded the deposition of King Hixem. For this pur-
pose they availed themselves of the obscuritv of night: and 
it would seem that men covered by the nocturnal shadows 
are bolder and more insolent than in the day, seeing that 
beneath the darkness they are not impeded by the blush 
which is naturally brought by the light of day to the 
cheek of him who commits a bad and dishonourable action. 
Thus, then, the assembled multitudes passed through all 
the streets of the city in the gloom of night, declaring with 
loud outcries that they would have the king depart from 
Cordova. 

The Yizier Abul Gehwar was among the first to announce 
to King Hixem Ben Muhamad that the will of the unquiet 
and impetuous people had been expressed as hath been re-
lated; and the well-judging monarch, far from being dis-
mayed at that intelligence, gave thanks to Grod that He 
had so been pleased to have it. With the break of day he 
departed from his Alcazar with his family and a good com-
pany of the cavalry of his guard, escorted by whom he 
retired to a country palace, whence he repaired on the 
following day to the fortress of Hisn Abi Xarif, which he 
had built. Many noble cavaliers of Cordora accompanied 
their king: among others the renowned Abdelbar El 
Nameri, a great poet, with Muhamad El Raini, who was 
also much distinguished for the elegance of his verses, and 
the learned Ahmed Ben Abdelmelic Ben Xobeid, author of 
the book called Hanut Alatar, which was filled with various 
compositions, both in prose and verse, and all of infinite 
beauty. Other friends and favoured servants of Hixem Ben 
Muhamad likewise proceeded with him to his retirement. 
His departure from Cordova took place in the year 422 ; aud 
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he remained in much tranquillity •within the retreat he had 
chosen, until he passed to the mercy of God, which event 
took place in the year 428. 

The constancy of mind and many other virtues dis-
playecl by the admirable King Hixem Ben Muhamad, 
proved him the worthy descendant of his illustrious an-
cestors, and rendered him deserving of a better fate, or 
rather of living in times less adverse to the good and 
upright. In him the dynasty of the O meyas of Spain 
found ÍES cióse. That dynasty had commenced with Ab-
derahman Ben Moavia in' the year 138, and finished with 
the exceilent Hixem Ben Muhamad in 422, after which 
none of that house reigned in the land. 

The historian Alathir relates, that after the deposition of 
King Hixem El Motad Billah, a youth of the family of the 
Omeyas, who was in the flower of his age, pretended to the 
succession of che throne. The council and the leaders of 
the people replied that they did not desire to elect him their 
king, because they perceived that fortune had turned her 
back on all the Omeyas, and feared that the ruin of the 
state could not but ensue if the warning were disregarded. 
They bade him, tlierefore, rather look to the safety of his 
life and person, than seek his own destruction on the 
throne, takiüg pity on his youth, and having consideration 
for the nobility of his condition. But to all this the young 
man replied in these words,—"Let me be this day pro-
claimed king, and to-morrow take mylife, if my adverse star 
shall so dispose it." Yet he could not persuade them, ñor 
bring about the exaltation he desired ; wherefore it is said 
that this Omeya disappeared that very day, and never more 
was anything heard either of him or his afiairs. Thus 
passed the state and fortune of that house, as a thing that 
had never been. 

Ilappy is he who hath done and laboured well, and 
praised for ever be the ñame of Him whose empire shall 
never end ! 



PART III. 

C H A P . 1 . — O F THE EXECTION OÍ? GEHWAK, OF HIS GOVEBNMENT, ANI> 
OF THE STATE OF THE PEOTINCE8. 

TÍIE succession of the Omeyan princes on the throne of 
Cordova having been thus brought to an end, partly by the 
machinations of the Xeques and Walies, who sougíit to 
establish their own greatness on the ruin of that illustrious 
family, but also partly by the distrust and superstitious con-
viction of the people, who were persuaded that the fortunes 
of that race must have taken an unfavourable turn, the 
members of the Council and Aljama of Cordova assembled 
together, and began to deliberate on the steps next to be 
taken. 

They declared it to be an indisputable fact, known to all 
men, that in the whole realm of Spain there now remained 
no one of the family of the Omeyas, small or great, rich 
or poor, and they next cast their eyes on the virtues and 
excellent qualities of Gehwar, a wise and prudent Vizier, 
the descendant of Hagibs, Walies, and Chancellors, who 
had been ever in the councils of the by-gone kings. 

This illustrious person was much esteemed and beloved 
by the people: he had secured the respeet of all parties; 
and in the dangerous period of revolt and civil discord 
through which the city of Cordova had so painfully passed, 
Gehwar had constantly distinguished himself by an extra-
ordinary impartiality, a love of justice but too rarely found 
at that time, and a never-failing regard for the common 
welfare. 

For these virtues, which were known to all, Gehwar 
received the unanimous voices of the council, and being pro-
claimed king, was enthroned in Cordova amidst the acclama-
tions of the whole people. It is true that there were not 
wanting statesmen who dreaded the concealed ambition 
which they suspected to lurk behind the wise and modérate-
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oonduct of their new ruler, but Gehwar found means to 
conciliate even the most distrustful, and caused all who 
approached his person to conceive the most flattering hopes 
of a prosperous and glorious reign. 

With a cautious policy whicli proved the excellence of 
his understanding, Gehwar had no sooner received the oath 
of allegiance from the Xeques, Alcaides, and principal 
inhabitants of the city, than he hastened to establish a new 
form of government eminently aristocratic in its principie, 
and concentrating the chief powers of the state in a Council: 
this Grehwar composed of the most important, influential, 
and honourable citizens of Cordova. In these men he 
vested the whole authority and forcé of the sovereignty, re-
serving to himself nothing more than the presidency of that 
Diván. All that was now done, therefore, each decree and 
every command, went forth to the people inthe ñame of this 
Council; and if any one addressed a petition or request to 
the king in particular, he replied as follows:—" In this 
matter Í can neither grant ñor refuse; it belongs to the 
Council to decide, and I am but one of the Diván." 

In this manner did Gehwar extend the mantle of peace 
over the people of Cordova, and from the first he won over 
to himself the minds of all; the most distinguished men of 
the city were devoted to his government heart and mind, 
ñor was there a dweller in Cordova that failed to sound his 
praise. Among other proofs given by Gehwar of his mode-
ration wras this, that he refused for some time to abandon 
his private residence for the royal palaces, and when at 
length it became needful that he should do so, the regula-
tions introduced by his command into the arrangements 
of the household were such that the service and economy 
of the royal abode were found to diífer but slightly from 
those of a private dwelling. The new sovereign reduced, 
among other things, the great number of the servants, and 
freed the gates of the Royal Alcazars from that enor-
mous crowd of occupants by which they were beset in the 
time ofthe Omeyas. He dismissed a large part of the Life 
Guards also, and established so judicious an economy in 
every department of expenditui-e made for the palace, that a 
very important diminution in the cost of the household was 
the immediate result. 
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One of the many praiseworthy regulations of Gehwar, 
and that for which he was at the time most gratefully cele-
brated, was the removal of all that borde of informers and 
pretended lawyers, who had long been suífered to live by 
calumnies, by the fomenting of quarrels, and by the pro-
longation of'law-suits. In the place of these men the king 
established a closely-limited number of legal officers, all of 
whom he caused to be paid in proportion to their appoint-
ments, and after the manner of the judges. The king also 
prohibited the continuance in their usurped functions of those 
pretended physicians and ignorant charlatans who professed 
to cure disease without the knowledge and experience that 
could alone qualify them to do so. He furthermore decreed 
the institution of a college, by whose members, all of whom 
were men of learning and practical experience, every man 
should be examined who might thenceforth present himself 
for the exercise of medicine or the service of the hospitals. 

The due provisión of cities with all needful articles of 
food was another object of the king's attention, and one of 
the results ofhis care in that respect was to render Cor-
dova the granary of all Spain, seeing that within a certain 
period of time it rose to that eminence ; the markets and 
store-houses of the capital becoming the resort of dealers 
from every province of the kingdom. 

I t was by King Gehwar, moreover, that the Almoxarifs 
or collectors of dues, and the Alcaldes or inspectors of pro-
ducís, were established ; he also appointed superintendents 
to all the gates and public squares, their office being to see 
that justice was maintained, and that the due liberty of 
coming and going was accorded to all whose business called 
them to those places of assemblage. All the chief's of these 
offices wrere bound to render an account of their administra-
tion at stated periods to the council of state. 

Among the most carefully-selected and most trusted of 
the new king's Alwacires or ministers were those to whom 
he confided the pólice of the city and its guardianship by 
day as well as by night. These officers distributed arm's 
among the most respected inhabitants of each quarter, to 
the end that those men might watch the boundary of their 
own quarter and the district with which they were familiar. 
The streets of shops and ranges of booths were closed by 

YOL. I I . K 
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command at a given hour, and all the streets of the city 
were defended by gates for the prevention of those nocturnal 
disorders by which the more peaceable of their inhabitants 
had been afflicted in other times, and with the purpose of 
rendering it more diflicult for such crimináis as were flying 
from one night-watch to escape into the rounds of another, 
thereby eluding the pursuit of justice. The guardians 
thus entrusted with the maintenance of order were expected 
to exhibit an increasing vigilance during the period of their 
watch, and were bound to furnish an exact account of what-
ever they had observed to those who followed them, with 
the relation of all that had taken place within their hours of 
guard. 

By these cares the city lived in tranquillity and within 
the shadow of just laws; its inhabitants prospered, the mer-
chants and artisans became rich, and all sliowered bene-
dictions on the head of Gehwar, who, seated on the throne 
as on a watch-tower, looked down from that elevation with 
eyes that were ever mindful of all things appertaining to 
the good government of the state, or which were required 
for the well-being of his people. 

To the Walies of the provinces King Gehwar wrote letters 
informing them of his election to the crown, and calling on 
them to appear for the purpose of proífering him their oaths 
of allegiance ; but the greater part of them excused them-
selveswith various pretexts, feigning urgent causes whereby 
they were at that time prevented from repairing to Cordova, 
yet concluding with false pi'otestations of submission, and 
oífering the insincere expression of their wishes for his 
prosperitv and continued welfare. Those who permitted 
themselves the most openly to manifest their indifference to 
the king's election, were the Walies of Toledo, Saragossa, 

, Malaga, Seville, Granada, and Badajoz: but Gehwar en-
deavoured to conceal his perception of their true motives, 
and the conviction which he felt of their resolve to introduce 
división and anarchy into the Eealm which he was so earnestly 
labouring to tranquillize. He wrote to them again, there-
fore, expressing his approbation of the zeal with which they 
were giving themselves to the interests of their respective 
governmeuts, and the care they manifested for the welfare 
of the provinces entrusted to their rule, reininding them at 
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the same time that the security of the kingdom, and its con-
tinuance in the prosperity then commencing, depended 
wholly on the unión and concord which he hoped to see 
maintained through all its provinces. 

But while the prudent Gehwar was thus employed for 
the cominon weal, let us see what was in fact the state of 
those provinces, and relate the manner in which the "Walies 
of the same had gradually raised themselves to the sove-
reignty of their respective governments. 

The Wali of Seville at that time, and who had then be-
come the absolute master of the whole district, was 
Muhamad Ben Ismail Ben Abed, called Abul Casem. 
His family was originally of Ilemesa, and his descent is 
described as follows:—When Baxir Ben Baleg, the Coraixi, 
had made his descent on Audalusia, there carne with him 
two Syrian leaders called Itaf Ben Ñaim and JNaamin Ben 
Almondar Ben Me Alcemai, both of a liamlet called Alaris, 
which was on the extreme border of Algifer, between Syria 
and Egypt. They were of the tribe of Lahmi, and írom 
these men did the family of Abed claim descent, boasting 
much of the antiquity of their origin, and declaring that 
their forefathers had established themselves in Seville at the 
time when the división of the lands was made in the days of 
Gesam Ben Derar. They add, that Itafa Ben Naim then 
selected his abode in Caria Jumin, which was in the territory 
of Taxeua, and within the jurisdiction of Seville. 

Ismail Aben Abed, the father of that Mohamad who bore 
rule in the reign of Gehwar Ben Mohamad Ben Gehwar, 
had secured to himself a large share of authority and con-
sideration in Andalusia, by his prudence and by the influence 
of his great riches: both these he maintained during the civil 
wars, and even after they had ceased to afflict th<? land. 
He lived with a parade and ostentation but little diíferent 
from that affected by kings, insomucb that there was no 
private person in all Spain who surpaased or even equalled 
him in that respect. The possessor of extensive domains in 
many Comarcas, and of immense herds of cattle in every 
kind, Ismail Aben was also fche lord of innumerable servants, 
and expended riches uncountable in a spirit that was highly 
generous and liberal. His house was the asylum of all 
the most illustrious among the cavaliers who* were per-
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petually flying from Cordova during the civil discords ; and 
the frank liberality which he displaved, with the apparent 
candour of his disposition, gained him the hearts of all 
these personages ; while the wisdom of his councils and the 
sagacity of his discourse secured him the respect of his 
visitors, and promoted those views of aggrandizement which 
the wily Ismail secretly entertained. 

These views were nevertheless not realized to their full 
extent during the lifetime of Ismael, but after his death the 
path he had marketl out was followed carefully by his son 
Muhamad, who contrived to obtain from the King, Alcasem 
Ben Hamud, the appointment of Cadi of Seville, that ruler 
manifesting an unbounded confidence in the loyalty as well 
as prudence of Muhamad ; but in return for his benefits the 
craffcy son of Ismail, following carefully in the footsteps of 
his father, took advantage of the disorders reigning in 
Cordova, insomuch that when Alcasem was driven from 
the capital, and fled as a fugitive to the Comarcas of Seville, 
the ungrateful Cadi made himself máster of the city by 
means of those arts which he had learned from his father 
Aben Ismail Ben Abed. 

This happened in the year of the Hegira 413 ;* and Mu-
hamad Aben Ismael was assisted in his attempt by the most 
illustrious Xeques and Yiziers of the province, even those 
who had been long the most distinguished for their loyalty, 
and who were the most influential from the importance of 
their offices; he having won over the greater part by his 
liberality, or caused them to fall into his snares by other 
methods, so that all were among his most fervent partizans. 
The sons of Abu Becar Zubeidi, the G-rammarian, who had 
been preceptor to King Hixem the Second, were in the 
number of Muhamad's more zealous followers, as were those 
of Airica and other men of distinction, whom he attached 
to him by the employments which he conferred on them, or 
bound to his party by the friendship which he showed them. 
The most important offices in southern Spain had indeed been 
gradualfy entrusted to the creatures of Muhamad Aben 
Ismael, who thus formed his sovereignty and successfully 
prepared the first steps to the declaration of independence 

* A D. 1022 or 1023. 
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on which he had long determined. This he finally com-
pleted during the rebellion which was commenced by the 
battle wherein he turned his troops against King Yahye, over 
whom he obtained a decisive victory near Sonda, in the year 
416. From that time Muhamad had lost no opportunity of 
aggrandisement, and had obtained possession of fortresses 
more or less powerful in almost every part of Andalusia. 

Now there were certain astrologers and makers of horo-
scopes who had predicted to Muhamad Ben Ismail that his 
dynasty should endure until destroyed by the hands of men 
who should come from Sabdria, añ island which, as they 
added, was nevertheless not the proper abode of those thus 
fated to work the downfall of his race. Muhamad instantly 
decided that the persons intimated in the dark sayings of 
the astrologers were no other than those of the Berezila 
family, whose connection with the Hagib Almanzor Ben Abi 
Amer had procured for them several extensive governments, 
with other charges and employments ofhigh valué, in Anda-
lusia. Among these officers, Muhamad Aben Ismail fixed 
his attention more particularly on Muhamad Ben Abdallah 
Albarzeli, lord of Carmona and Ecija, who had raised himself 
to the independent rule of those cities during the revolu-
tion and civil wars resulting from the discords of the 
Hamudes, even Alcasim and Yahye Ben Hamud. Him, 
therefore, Muhamad Ben Ismail resolved to attack, and 
never to desist from making war upon him until he should 
have despoiled him of all that he possessed, and effected his 
destruction. He was thus on the point of laying siege to 
Larmona, when the letters of King Gehw ar were brought 
to him írom Cordova; but he did not abandonhis intention 
on account of them,—nay, rather he made the more earnest 
eflorts to press the siege and disembarrass himself of the 
enemy he feared, to the end that he might be the better 
prepared for the new contest which he could not but 
anticípate. • 

Now when the unhappy intelligence of the death of their 
King Yahye had reached the city of Malaga, the inhabitants 
thereof had despatched messengers into Africa conveying the 
iiews of that event to Abu Giafar Ahmed Ben Abi Muza 
known as Aben Bokina, and to the Sclavonian Naja, who 
both held governments in that country. These leadera 
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thereupon repaired without delay to Spain, whither they 
brought a brother of the deceased Yahye, even Edris Ben 
Aly Ben Hamud, whom they hastened to proclaim king in 
Malaga, giving him the title of Alolui and saluting him as 
Ameer Amumenin. 

"When thus called to the throne of Malaga, Edris Ben 
Aly, the brother of Yahye, was at Cebta, the government 
of which city he had for some time held with that of 
Tangía. His Xeques now advised him to appoint Hacen, 
the son of Yahye, as his substitute or Wali in Cebta, none 
proposing that either of the sons of Yahye should be made 
king, because they were but children o'f tender age: the 
number of those heirs thus left by the lamented King 
Yahye was but two,—Edris, who was the eider, and Hacen, 
who remained in Cebta as aforesaid, and who was the 
younger. He retained that office until the year 430. Being 
but children, these sons of Yahye were easily persuaded to 
do as others thought best. 

The accession of Edris, the brother of Yahye, to the 
throne of Malaga took place in the year 418. He was a 
good and beneficent man, by whom all who had been exiled 
were permitted to return to their bornes, and the property 
ancl lands of such as had forfeited their possessions he 
restored to their original owners. Edris was very charitable 
moreover ; and on every Juma* he distributed 500 doubloons 
of gold in alms to the poor: a man of much learning, he 
paid frequent visits to the schools, and did not disdain to 
give his personal attention to the poor and humble: at a 
word, the benevolence of the king was ever ready for all who 
sought his aid. The Viziers of his dominions were two,— 
the Sclavonian Naja, who ruled in Africa, and Aben Bokina, 
with his kinsman Muza Ben Afán, who held the govern-
ment of Malaga : the latter was his Hagib as well aa 
Yizier; the former was the general of his armies. 

That unfortunate event, the death of Yahye Ben Aly, 
caused the rise of an other party in Algezira Alhadra ; and 
this faction professed to act for the sons of Alcasem Ben 
Hamud, who were then living in the care of a truly honour-
able Xeque of Almagarava, known as Abul Hegiag. When 

* Friday. 
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made acquainted with the death of Yahye Ben Aly, Abul 
Hagiag called together the people of Almagarava, at that 
time in Algesiras, and addressing the blacks, who were the 
troops of the country, he said to them, " Here do I present 
to you these youths, Muhamad and Hacen, sons of Alcasem 
Ben Hamud. They are your veritable Sovereigns and the 
descendants of your lords; they will be your leaders, and 
will render you happy provided only that your loyalty and 
courage be such as to equal their deserts." The Negros 
drew their swords, and swore to obey the commands and 
maintain the rights of their master's sons, even at the 
cost of their lives. Then Muhamad Ben Alcasim, although 
but a boy, gave them his thanks with much grace and self-
possession ; promising to hold it as a glory through all 
his days, that he was the companion and general of his 
Negros. 

In Granada, likewise, there aróse a cause of trouble, 
seeing that the then ruler, Habus Ben Mascan, nephew of 
the General Habus Ben Mascan Ben Zeiri of Sanhaga, far 
from obeymg the commands of King Gehwar, presumed 
to deny his right to the throne. Pursuing the instructions 
of his únele, even Habus Ben Mascan, who had left him in 
his place when he had departed for Almagreb in the year 
420, the governor of Granada sought to enter into alliances 
with those of Malaga and Carmona, in concert with whom 
he proposed to act oífensively and defensively alike against 
Seville and Cordova. 

All the southern part of Spain, with the islands of Ivica, 
Majorca, and Minorca, were in the power of the Alameries, 
who had held the government of those distriets from the 
time of the Hagib Almanzor Muhamad Ben Abi Amer, and 
of his sons Abdelmelic and Abderahman. During the 
whole of the civil wars these Alameries had ever remained 
true to the family of the O meyas : and when Hayran 
Alameri was conquered by the King of Cordova, Ben 
Hamud, who deprived him of his life and state together, a 
kinsman of Hayran, even Zohair Alameri, who was then 
"Wali of Denia, taking advantage of the civil war, and with 
the aid of other Alameri generáis, had made himself master 
of Medina Almería by forcé of arms. 

Now the city was at that time held by the Cadi Mu-
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llamad Ben Alcasem Zubeidi of Cairwan, who had obtained 
the government by favour of the Wali of Seville, Muhamad 
Ben Ismail Aben Abed, whom he had essentially served, 
and whose views he had forwarded effectually at the time 
when Alcasem Ben Hamud was called King of Cordova. 
But the Cadi Muhamad Zubeidi, who was a brave and 
prudent man, was deprived of life at the sanguinary assault 
and storm by which Zohair the Alameri made his way into 
Almería, when Muhamad Ben Alcasim died fíghting in 
defence of the city. 

The government of Denia was then given by Zohair the 
Alameri to Aly Ben Mugihaid, who had received the 
city of Castillon as an inheritance from his father, Mu-
gihaid Ben Abdallah Mugihaid, called Abu Gaix, who was 
lord of the islands of Majorca, and in his own states called 
himself Ameer. He had a daughter married to Muhamad 
Ben Ismail Ben Abed, Cadi and subsequently King of 
Seville. 

On the islands, Ahmed Ben Baxic Abu Alabas held rule. 
He came of the Beni Zobeid of Murcia, was a just man, of 
great learning, was highly esteemed by all the Alameries, 
and the islands remained peaceably under his command 
until the day of his death. That event took place in the 
year 440. 

The land of Tadmir was subjected in like manner with 
Almería to the obedience of Zohair El Alameri, and was 
governed by the noble Xeque Abu Becar Ahmed Ben Ishac 
Ben Zuaid Ben Tahir, of the tribe of Alcaysi, one of the 
most illustrious Cabilas in Africa. He ruled the land a8 
Alcadem or Prefect, was a just and moderate man, who 
desired 110 other title than that of Mudlehim or the Recon-
ciler; and his zeal, with the fidelity which he displayed in 
the service of the Alameries when so many were unfaithful 
to the most sacred obligations, was a beautiful and admirable 
thing. He was rich and beneficent, which enabled him to 
do much for the advantage of the State; and the land of 
Murcia blessed the government of their excellent Xeque. 
To crown his happiness, Abu Becar possessed a son called 
Abderahman, who, while still in his youth, was the careful 
imitator of his fatber's many virtues. 

Valencia, and all her dependencies, which was a large 
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traet of the best land in Spain, was under the obedience of 
Abdelazic Abul Hasan Ben Abderahman Ben Abi Amer, 
Wali of Valencia, who, for his great power and the high 
nobility of his state, Mas entítled Ameer and Almanzor, 
being the grandson of the great Hagib, Muhamad Almanzor 
Ben Abdallah Abi Amer. He was a man of such refined 
policy that he contrived to gain the hearts of all the Alameri 
generáis, more particularly that of Zohair: he was indeed 
regarded as their chi'ef by all the followers of his father's 
house, and he ultimately inherited all their possessions. 
Abdelazic had been Wali and Lord of Valencia from the 
year 4L2. The cities of Murbiter and Xatiba were governed 
for him by Lebun and Mubaric, both Alameri generáis; and 
these being well united with those before mentioned, they 
all held firmly together, but were greatly disaífected towards 
the party of Cordova and its new King, Ben Muhamad 
Gehwar. 

In Saragossa, the Ameer and absolute master was Al-
mondar Ben Hud, son of Yahye Ben liusein, of the Ategi-
bies and Giuzamies, illustrious tribes of Arabia. He had 
made himself Lord of Saragossa, and of almost all Eastern 
Spain, at the beginning of the civil war, in consequence of 
a treaty into which he had entered with Hairan the 
Alameri. He was also Wali of the frontier, where his 
extraordinary valour and prowess had justly obtained for 
him the illustrious title of Almanzor. ' His conduct had 
secured him the entire confidence of the Kings of Cordova, 
while his liberality and the prudence of his rule had 
assured him oí the affection of his people. On the election 
oí Gehwar, Almondar Ben Hud Aben Yahye Ben Husein 
replied promptly to the letters sent him by the king, ex-
pressmg his good wishes, but he added no'word respecting 
obedience or acknowledgment, and spoke only of defending 
his frontiers. 

In Huesca and its territory the Wali Man Ben Ategibi 
governed without restraint. He had married Borixa, a 
daughter of the Hagib Abderahman, son of the renowned 
Almanzor Muhamad Ben Abi Amer: at a word, all parts 
ot the East and South of Spain were in the power of 
the Alameries and Algibies, families united by alliances 
marnages, or other connections, which served' to form a 
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powerful bond between those chiefs or kings of districts, 
who, thus strengthened by the forcé with which they held 
together, were far from desiring to pay obedience to the 
new king of Cordova. 

In Lusitania and the Algarve* of Spain, the Beni Alaftas 
had possessed great power, even from the time when Ab-
dallah Ben Muslamah Alagibi Aben Alaftas of Mekinas 
had succeeded to the Persian Sabur; which last had been 
chamberlain to King Alhakem, and in the time of Hixem 
the Second had been appointed Wali of Alyarac. It was 
by the Persian general, even Sabur, that the young Ab-
dallah Muhamad Ben Alaftas had been conducted to the 
frontier; nay, so greatly did Sabur esteem his judgment, 
that he concluded no important matter without first Con-
sulting him, and was entirely guided by his will, bestowing 
on him many favours, and conferring important characters 
on his favourite, the government of Merida among others. 
When Sabur died, which he did in the time of the civil wars, 
Abdallah Ben Muslamah, who had in some sort become 
the Wali of that Amelia or district, succeeded the Persian 
in his command, and then declared himself absolute master 
of the State of Algarve. He even entitled himself Almanzor, 
and was so vain of his lordship, that, feeling perfectly 
assured of its possession, he treated the letters which King 
Gehwar had written to him, demanding his obedience, 
with contempt. Nay, Abdallah then declared his son 
Muhamad, a youth of much promise, to be his future 
successor. 

This self-elected monarch held his court in Badajos ; the 
Alegibies of Tortosa and Huesca were of his kindred, as 
were also the Aben Hudes of Saragossa; and for this cause 
Abdallah Ben Muslamah Aben Alaftas was one of the n:ost 
powerful rulers in Spain. 

In Toledo, the Iíagib Ismail Ben Dylnun, who called 
himself Nasroldaula Almudafar, had obtained possession of 
the city, as well as the mastery ofthe surrounding Comarcas: 
he was an illustrious general of great valour, but a man 
of a proud and ambitious character, aspiring to the 
sovereignty of all Spain, and pretending that for his high 

* Algarve—the West. 
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nobility, and the long succession of his forefathers, all of 
whom had held the most important governments of the 
country, he ought himself to take precedence of all other 
sovereigns, the Ameers of Cordova and of Seville not 
excepted. 

When G-ehwar, therefore, had despatched to the Hagib 
Ismail Ben Dylnun the letters which demanded his 
homage and obedience, Ismail had replied with con-
temptuous haughtiness, telling the king that he must 
content himself with commanding in that inconsiderable 
córner vthich he pretended to hold in Cordova; he added, 
moreover, that Grehwar need not expect to retain even so 
much longer than the weak citizens of the place should be 
content to permit his doing so; but that as for him, Ismail, 
he acknowledged neither in Spain ñor beyond it any other 
sovereign than the Ruler in Heaven.* 

With this powerful princewas connected the lord of Azahila 
and of Santamaría de Aben Bazin, who was called Huceil 
Ben Chalf Ben Mib Ben Bacin, and had inherited the 
domains of Sahila in the territory of Cordova, with those of 
Santamaría in the east, which was called, by way of distinc-
tion, Santamaría de Aben Bazin de Aben Aslai. His family 
had been masters of those cities since the year 401, the first 
lord of the same being the Hagib Iz El Daula Abu Mu-
hamad Huceil Ben Bacin. 

Ismail Ben Dylnun was furthermore protected by Al-
mondar Ben Yahye, and encouraged by the favour of those 
powerful rulers, whose states bordered on his own, he did 
not fear to treat the letters of Grehwar Ben Muhamad Ben 
G-ekwar with the contempt we have described; nay, even 
the menaces of the latter served no other purpose than that 
of awakening discord and causing the commencement of a 
new civil war. 

The cities of Huelba, Libia, and Grezira Saltis, were in the 
power of the Yahyes Yahsebis, who had been Walies of 
Libia from the time when their father Ahmed had made 

* " This Ismail Ben Dylnun," remarks M. de Marles, " bore the 
ñame of Almamoun among others, and it is under that ñame that he 
is frequently mentioned in the Spanish chronicles. The French writers 
cali him Almenon." 
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himself master of the district, which he had done in the 
year 410. Of this family, one called Ayoub had been Wali 
and Alcalde of Cordova in the time of the Hagib Muhamad 
Almanzor; and the whole house had ever maintained its 
fidelity to the kings of Cordova, doing their best, more-
over, to promote peace and concord among the kings of 
Andalusia. 

Santamaría di Algarve, which is the port of Oksonoba 
on the Western Ocean, was in the power of the Vizier 
Ahmed Ben Said Abu Giaffar, who had been Alchatib or 
secretary to Suleiman Almostain Billah, King of Spain. 
The Vizier Ahmed held the government 011 the behalf and 
as the iuherited right of his son in-law Said Ben Haroun 
Abu Otman of Merida, who subsequently succeeded to his 
inheritance. 

Meanwhile, the lord of Seville, Muhamad Ben Ismail 
Aben Abed, pressed each day more closely on Carmona and 
its Wali Muhamad Ben Abdallah Albarceli: he held the 
city closely besieged, and reduced it at length to such 
straits, that Muhamad Ben Abdallah, seeing himself com-
pelled to surrender by the total failure of provisions, 
determined to save himself from falling into the hands of 
his enemy, and fled with a few of his followers at the very 
moment when Carmona was in the act of giving itself up to 
the troops of Seville. He then retired to Ecija, which was 
still his own ; but not considering himself secure even there, 
he soon afterwards departed to implore the aid of Edris, 
King of Malaga. Muhamad also despatched his son on a 
similar errand to the lord of Zmhaga, who was master of 
Elvira and Granada, entreating help and favour from him 
likewise, when that generous ruler carne to his aid in person 
with a select body of cavalry. King Edris of Malaga like-
wise sent his Vizier Aben Bokiria to the succour of Mu-
hamad with an army of considerable strength, both princes 
fearing much evil to themselves from the ambitious designs 
of Aben Abed, lord of Seville. 

But Aben Abed was, meanwhile, no inactive observer of 
the preparations thus making against him: he sent his son 
Ismail with a carefully-chosen body of troops to the en-
counter of those marcliing against him in aid of the lord of 
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Carmona; and Ismail having met those auxiliaries before 
they had united their forces, defeated both with great good 
fortune. 

When Aben Abed received intelligence of his son's 
victory, he sent him another company of his most valiant 
cavaliers, to the end that these, uniting with the troops of 
Ismail, might enable him to pursue the lord of Zanhaga and 
the Genera] Aben Bokina; thus continuing his successful 
operations against those leaders. 

The people of Muhamad Ben Ismail Aben Abed pro-
ceeded on their mission with so much celerity, that they 
quickly outmarched the lord of Zanhaga, when he, fearing 
to be overpowered by superior numbers, and dreading also 
the advantage which his enemies would derive from having 
obtained the first success, sent in all haste to the general of 
Malaga, Aben Bokina, who was but at the distanoe of an 
hour's march, exhorting him to advance without fail to his 
aid, declaring that he would maintain the battle until his 
arrival, and affirming that if joined by his forcé he should 
infallibly secure the predominarme. 

The-troops of Zanhaga and those of Seville encountered 
each other accordingly with much valour; but when the 
latter thought only of falling on the banners of Zanhaga, 
they found themselves unexpectedly assailed by the forces 
of Aben Bokina, and they, who had believed themselves 
alreadv conquerors, surprised by the advent of those new 
enemies, were seized with a panic, and turning rein, they 
fled the field of battle in great disorder. 

The allied forces then made a terrible carnage in their 
flying ranks; and in that retreat Ismail, the son of Mu-
hamad Aben Abed, lord of Seville, died fighting as a good 
warrior should do. Those of Malaga then cut off his head, 
which they sent to the King Edris, who was at that time 
lying grievously sick in the mountains of Yebaster, but who 
nevertheless rejoiced greatly in the success thus accorded to 
his arms. 

The news of the misfortune he had sustained in the 
death of his son and the loss of his troops caused infinite 
sorrow to the lord of Seville; he feared lest Gehwar of 
Cordova, taking advantage of that defeat, might turn the 
occasion to his injury, and that all those acting against him 
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then working together, they might succeed in eflecting his 
ruin. To attract the populace, therefore, and give a pretext 
less odious than the mere gratification of his own ambition 
to the wars and pretensions with which he was afflictmg the 
country, Muhamad Ben Ismail Aben Abed mvented the 
following fiction:— 

He pretended to have discovered and set forth among the 
people that King Hixem Ben Alhakem El Muyad Billah, 
of whom nothing had been known for a long time pre-
viously, had just made his appearance in Calatrava, and 
affirmed that this unhappy prince had come to him, ím-
ploring his assistance ; wherefore he declared that the lawful 
sovereign of them all was now availing himself of his arma 
for the purpose of reinstating himself on the throne of 
Spain. The crafty Muhamad Ben Ismail added that he was 
then entertaining King Ilixem as his guest in his Alcazar, 
and, resolving to serve him as his natural lord, had promised ' 
to restore him to his kingdom. He wrote numerous letters 
containing this false relation to the Xeques and Governors 
of the provinces, and to the Walies of all the most impor-
tant cities, whether in Spain or Africa: ñor were there 
wanting some few who were sufficiently credulous to give 
their belief to that fable ; these accordingly assured him of 
their obedience, and declared themselves in his favour ; nay, 
in some parts the Chotba was made for the Kmg Hixem 
Ben Alhakem, and Muhamad caused money which bore the 
ñame and impress of that sovereign to be coined in the 
mints of Seville. 

It is true that the more intelligent and tboughtful of the 
Walies despised this invention of Muhamad Ben Ismail's, 
and paid no regard to the babblings which he had excited 
amono- the people ; yet the delusion was maintained during 
some years, until the moon of Muharram, in the year 427, 
that is to &ay; and it contributed not a little to the re-
establishment of Muhamad Ben Ismail's aflairs, and pro-
moted the success of his projects, while it acted as an 
impediment to those efforts for the maintenance oí peace 
and concord which King Gehwar did not cease to make. 
Nay, it would appear to be a fatality attached to human 
affairs, that Eortune seems ever ready to abandon the man 
of upright intentions, while she follows the triumphal car 
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of the bold and ambitious evil-doer. Those times were in 
truth the enemies of virtue and justice : the "Walies of all 
Spain, possessed by a spirit of inordinate covetousness, or 
by a vain ambition for sovereignty, thought of no other 
interest than those personal to themselves, and despising all 
consideration of the common welfare, they paid no regard 
to the remonstranees and admonitions of their well-inten-
tioned sovereign, the just and beneficent Gehwar. 

C H A P . I I . — C I V I L WAES AMONO THE MOSLEMAH. 

THE army of the allied princes of Malaga, Granada, and 
Carmona, was now encamped at Aléala, in the territory of 
Seville, and Muhamad Ben Abdallah the Barzeli had re-
gained once more his city of Carmona, whence he sallied 
forth with his people to ravage the neighbouring Comarcas : 
his people laid waste the lands around Seville; nay, these 
powerful tribes extended their incursions even to the im-
mediate neighbourhood of the city itself, and burning and 
destroying as they went, did not pause until they had 
entered Atrayana. 

Muhamad Ben Ismail, the lord of Seville, was meanwhile 
busily gathering the remnants of his host, and by the 
energy of his character, the extent of his riches, and the 
renown for valour which was justly due to the general of 
his cavalry, Ayoub Bsn Amer" Ben Yahye Yahsebi of Libia, 
he succeeded in assembling a considerable forcé. Ayoub 
Ben Amer Yahsebi defeated the allios in many skirmishes 
of more or less importance, and eventually drove them 
beyond the borders of Seville. Malcontent with these 
reverses, the allied princes then began to accuse each other 
of the misfortunes they were sustaining, and finally dissolving 
their unión, each man returned to his home. 

Now the General Ayoub Ben Amer Yahsebi having 
rendered this important service to Muhamad Aben Ismail 
of Seville, believed that he had thereby secured to himself 
the possession of Huelba and Gezira Saltis, which he held 
for that ruler, but which lie desired to obtain in absolute 
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sovereignty, and meant to govern independently, in despite 
of Muhamad Ben Ismail, as did his brother Ahmed Yahsebi 
in Libia, where he ruled as absolute master, notwithstand-
ing all the opposition made thereto by Aben Alaftas of 
Badajoz on the one side, and by Muhamad Aben Abed of 
Seville on the other, both of whom had secretly resolved to 
render themselves lords of those states. 

At this time the King of Malaga, even Edris, who had 
been long sick, departed to the mercy of Allah, when his 
General Aben Bokina did all that in him lay to secure the 
throne for Yahye Ben Edris, known as Él Hayan: the 
Xeques and principal nobles of the city and its Comarcas 
also concurred in that desire; and the oath of allegiance 
being proffered to Prince Yahye, he was proclaimed amidst 
tbe acclamations of all. But when the news of the death 
of Edris Ben Aly reached Cebta, the Selavonian Vizier 
Naja, who governed there, deputed another Selavonian 
general, in whom hq confided, to act in his place, and cross-
ing the Strait, he passed over to Malaga with Hacen Ben 
Yahye Ben Aly, whom he proposed to crown king of that 
city. I t will be remembered that the Selavonian general 
had been the guardian from his childhood of that prince, 
and he retained so complete an empire over him, that he was 
thus assured of holding both the African and Spanish 
sovereignties in his own hands. 

"When Aben Bokina was informed of their debarkation on 
the shores of Spain, he went forth from the city to meet 
them with a select forcé of his bravest cavaliers : the Sela-
vonian General Naja and the Prince Hacen Ben Yahye 
were then compelled to retire to the Alcazaba, within which 
they wrere admitted by means of the intelligence which 
they had maintained with the Alcaide of the place. There 
Aben Bokina instantly besieged them with much vigour 
and a restless activity of assault; but the people of Prince 
Hacen were also full of resolution; they defended themselves 
with infinite steadiness and bravery; their sallies and the 
assaults which they delivered in their turn causing very 
heavy losses to the besiegers. 

But the siege continuing with varying success on both 
sides, the provisions of the besieged began to fa.il, when the 
Selavonian Naja proposed a compromise, which was accepted, 
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and consisted in the following conditions :—Prince Hacen 
Ben Yahye was to return in safety to his government in 
Cebta and Tangier, while Yahye Ben Edris was to be left 
in the peaceable enjoyment of Malaga, but with the con-
dition that he shouíd accept a rich and eminent merchant, 
called Axetayfa or Xetayfa, for his Vizier, that person 
being a man in whom Naja placed much confidence. Thus 
the Sclavonian and his followers came forth in safety from 
that siege in which they had endured many privations and 
could entertain no hope of succours. All the conditions 
being arranged, Naja then returned with Hacen Ben Yahye 
to their governments of Cebta and Tangier. 

Now Hacen Ben Yahye Ben Aly had married a cousin 
of lus own, called Asafia; she was the daughter of his 
únele Edris, the brother of Aly, and from consideration for 
her, Prince Hacen had refrained from exalting himself to 
the mdependent sovereignty of Cebta, as he might have 
done. But two years after the events above related, the 
Sclavonian Naja assassinated Prince Hacen his master; not 
moved by love to the beautiful Asafia, as some writers 
affirm, but incited, as is maintained with more probability 
by others, by his desire for the unrestricted possession of 
the government, on which he at once entered as absolute 
master. When the intelligence that Hacen had been thus 
murdered reached Malaga, the King Yahye Ben Edris for-
warded messages to all his kindred abjuring them to imite 
with him for the punishment of that crime. Ñor did the 
assassm Naja remain inactive; gathering whatever forces 
he could muster, he passed over into Andalusia, in the hope 
oí nnding means for sowing discord among those who should 
assemble agamst him, and thus neutralizing their alliance. 
It is affirmed, that before his departure from Cebta he put 
to death an infant son whom his master Prince Hacen had 
left behind; but others declare that the child died of siclc-' 
ness. Grod alone knows the truth. 

As Wali over Cebta and Tangier the traitor Naja left 
Merubad Bihi Ben Aleslabi; and as the Sclavonian had lom* 
and maturely meditated the wicked enterprise on which he 
was bound, he bestowed double pay on the great body of 
cavalry which he had raised for the purpose, and now took 
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with him, hoping thereby to secure the fidelity of those 
troops with the concurrence of their officers in his ambitious 
designs. 

Having passed the Strait with a powerful fleet, he at once 
succeeded in obtaining possession of the two fortresses of 
Malaga, with its Alcazar, which he entered by surprise, and 
with the aid of the intelligence which he had found means 
to establish and maintain with the Yizier Xetayfa. The 
Sclavonian general then shut up King Edris as a prisoner 
in his own chamber, thinking of nothing less than assassi-
nating him as he had done Prince Hacen, and thus render-
ing himself master of all the territories held by the allied 
Alhacenes in Spain, as he had obtained those they owned 
in Africa. The merchant Xetayfa, with his riches and 
authority, gave Naja most valuable aid in these his inten-
tions, supplying his people with abundance of provisions 
and enabling him to continué the double pay he had offered 
not only to the people of Barbary who had accompanied him, 
but also to such other vagabonds and broken roen as now 
carne flocking to join his forcé. 

The news of these violent proceedings did not fail to 
reach Algezira, when Muhamad Ben Alcasem at once 
assembled his troops for the rescue of his kinsman Edris, 
and to proceed against the traitorous Sclavonian Naja. The 
latter then set forth a rumour to the effect that Muhamad 
was coming, not for the deliverance of Edris, but to make 
himself master of the city ; and sallying forth with his 
people, he prepared to give battle to the advancing troops. 
He had not gone far, when certain Xeques who were in his 
company, but were in secret disaifected to his interests and 
did not serve him in good faith, but were in fact desirous of 
his ruin, advised him to return to the city and there await 
the arrival of his enemies, whom he might then easily over-
eóme, or, failing this, might send to Cebta and Tangier for 
an increase of forcé; while if he then risked a battle, he 
must throw all on the chances of the result. To this Naja 
replied that he would return as they advised, but with a 
few of lys followers only, and for the arrangement of an 
aff'air which was of the highest importance, leaving the 
greater part of his forcé to encounter the enemy, or at least 
to keep him in check. 
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But the true purpose of that false traitor was to take the 
life of Edris and of all such as he believed likely to remain 
faithful to their king, and with this intention he was in íact 
hurrying to return to Malaga, when he was himself en-
countered on the wav by certain of the Andalusian Xeques 
and some generáis of Edris, who had not deserted their lord 
in heart, although they had left the city with the host of 
Naja. These men followed cióse on the traces of the in-
tended murderer, until they had come to a hollow way 
better known to the Xeques of Malaga than to the African 
stranger, and which the former had reached by a shorter 
road than that pursued by the latter; then taking advan-
tage of the difficulties presented by the pass, they sur-
rounded the small body in attendance on the traitor Naja, 
when they cut the Sclavonian, with ten of his cavaliers, to 
pieces. That done, two of their number rodé hastily to 
Malaga, when they entered the city, crying, " Albricias, 
Albricias !"*—Yictory, victory ! They thus aroused the 
people, who took their King Yahye Ben Edris from his 
prison, and bringing him forth to the streets, proclaimed 
him anew amidst universal rejoicings. 

The treacherous Xetayfa was hewn to morsels by the 
knives of the enraged multitude; nay, all his kindred and 
partizans were in danger of the same fate, but King Yahye 
Ben Edris succeeded in pacifying the people and avoiding 
that effusion of blood, wliile at the same time he saved the 
lives of all the other Sclavonians then in Malaga, and who 
were equally threatened by the populace. 

Made acquainted with the death of their leader Naja, the 
host of that Sclavonian general liastened to disperse;— 
many passed. over into Africa, and escaped; others attached 
themselves to the service of Muhamad Ben Alcasim of 
Algezira, oífering to become his vassals, and fight against 
whomever he might assail; wherefore Muhamad Ben 
Alcasim himself receiving intelligence of all that had 
occurred from his kinsman Yahye Ben Edris, recalled the 

* " Albricias, Albricias!" These words imply "Reward me, for I 
bring good news!" They are nearly equivalent to the oíd Frencli 
" Largesse," and are still used in Spain— \but now jestingly)—by such 
as bring pleasant intelligence.—Trans. 
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troops he had sent to aid the latter named prince, and re-
mained quietly in Algezira. 

These events destroyed all those hopes of peace and unity 
which had heen conceived by King Gehwar of Cordova, 
who, to his great sorrow, behe'ld the flames of discord and 
civil war extending themselves more and more widely in 
every direction. The paternal kindness of his counsels and 
admonitions to those contentious spirits thus destroying 
the peace of the reabn was of no avail, and neither his 
gentle persuasions ñor the excellence of his reasons pro-
duced the eífect that should have resulted from them : the 
ambition of some among the Amirs, and the covetousness 
of others, with the eager thirst for rule and gain of the 
"Walies and Alcaides, rendered all insensible to the voice of 
justice—none regarded the common welfare, absorbed as 
they were in short-sighted considerations of what they 
believed to be their personal interest. "Where violence 
could find no place, there they prevailed by means of a pre-
tended liberality, attracting the people, more especially 
those of the lowest classes, by the promise of pretended 
advantage, and gaining over others by various subterfuges 
sucb as each man thought suited to those with whom he 
treated. 

Thus was Spain divided and oppressed by as many kings 
as there were provinces; and with the clamour of their 
arms, the cries of their partizans, and the tumults of their 
discord, these leaders prevented the voice of the just 
and beneficent King of Cordova from being heard in the 
land. 

Becoming convinced, therefore, that his mild persuasions 
were ipavailing, Gehwar attempted to subdue his nearest 
and most troublesome neighbours by forcé of arms. He 
first sent his general with a select body of cavalry to 
occupy the Comarcas of A zabila, which were held as bis 
own domains by Huzam Daula Ben Huzeil Aben Kazin, 
lord of another territory in Santamaría of the east, which 
received the ñame of Santamaría de Aben Kazin. "When 
the troops of Cordova had taken possession of some of his 
strong places, Husam Daula entreated the aid of his neigh-
bour, Ismail Ben Dylnoun, lord of Toledo, who instantly 
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took the defence and protection of Husam Daula Ben 
Huzeil Abu Muhamad, known also as Aben Aslay, into his 
own charge. 

Assembling an immense host accordingly, he sent that 
forcé against the troops of Cordova, whom they quiekly 
drove from the fortresses, and reoccupied every place 
belonging to the lord of Azahila. This they did with the 
greater f'acility because Husam Daula was much beloved by 
his people, whose hearts he had won by his affability and 
kindly treatment of them, insomuch that all raised their 
voices against the people of Cordova on that occasion. 

About this time, Almondar Ben Yahye Ben Hud, King 
of Saragossa, one of the four principal Ameers theu aspiring 
to the sovereignty of Spain, had repaired to G ranada for 
the purpose of concerting an alliance with H.buz Ben 
Maksun, lord of that city and of Elvira, as well as of Jaén. 
Here Almondar remained some short time to await the 
assemblage of troops which were to be led forth in his 
favour by his kinsman Abdallah Ben Alhakem; but certain 
well-founded suspicions which that general conceived of his 
purpose, caused Abdallah himself to assassinate his relation, 
the King of Saragossa,—an event which took place on 
the lOth day of the moon of Dylhagia, in the year 430. 

The news of that death was presently taken to Saragossa, 
and on the same day the son of Almondar, Zuleiman Ben 
Almondar Ben Hud, lord of Lérida, was proclaimed king 
in the city of Saragossa and in its Comarcas. Zuleiman 
Ben Almondar was an excellent prince, justly meriting 
eternal fame for the splendour of his prowess: he was 
called Abu Ayoub Ben Muhamad Almondar and Almostain 
Billah, and began his reign in that part of eastern Spain 
during the moon of Muharram, which was the first of the 
year of the Hegira 431. 

Abu Ayoub Zuleiman Ben Almondar Ben Mohamad Ben 
Hud, called Almostain Billah, was Sahib or lord of Lérida, 
as hath been said, and to that territory he united the 
domains of Zarcusta* and its Comarcas after the death of 
his father, Almondar Ben Yahye Ategibi, whose head had 
been cut off in his palace, as hath been related above, by his 

* Saragossa. 
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cousin Abdallah Ben Alhakem, in the moon of Dylhagia of 
the year 430, when Aben Hud was proclaimed. But at a 
later period the people of Zarcusta, which is Saragossa, rose 
np against him, when he took refuge in Rot-Alyud, an 
inaccessible castle, to which he had removed his treasures. 
The despoiled Alcazar* of Zarcusta was thus left desoíate 
during two years, seeing that Aben Hud had carried otf 
even to the marble incrustations which had decorated the 
walis; nay, the whole ediñce would have heen ruined, had 
not the rapid succession of Zuleiman Ben Hud, which took 
place in Muharram of the next year, interposed to prevent 
that misfortune.t 

Now about this time, Muhamad Ben Yahye, Wali of 
Huesca, repaired to Valencia, where he was received with 
much distinction by Abdelaziz Abul Hasan Ben Abi Amer, 
who was lord of that city and its territory ; nay, Abdelaziz 
gave two daughters of his own in marriage to two of the 
sons of the Wali of Huesca, one of whom was called Abul-
huas Man, the other Samida Abu Otba. The festivities 
and rejoicings for these marriages being concluded, the 
Wali Muhamad Aben Yahye departed for the east; but he 
had not long embarked, before there carne intelligence of 
his death, he having been drowned in the sea. 
• About the same period it was that the Sclavonian Zohair 
Alameri, lord of Almería and of a large district in the south 
of Spain, fell sick unto death, and of that malady he did in 
fact expire in the year 432. Now Zohair had declared the 
lord of Valencia, even Abdelaziz Abul Hasan, who was 
called Almanzor, the successor to all his land and lordships, 
and that prince appointed his son-in-lawr, Man Abulhuas, to 
be his Prefect and Naib in Almería, where he governed the 
state with much prudence; being greatly beloved by his 
people: Abulhuas Maur soon established himself in an in-
dependent sovereigntv, which he held during his whole life-

* Alcazar—the rojal palace. 
t In this passage we have an instance of the change of orthography 

in ñames which occasionally results from the various MSS. of Arabian 
writers used by our author in the course of his work : the nuraber of the 
autliorities consulted has also led him once or twice into the repetition 
of an event previously related, an inadvertence of which the reader will 
perceive an instance in line eleven of the page before us.—Trans. 
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time, ruliug bis domains with infinite wisdom and witli 
much consideraron for all parties. 

The lord of Seville, meanwhile, perceiving that his 
enemies had dissolved their alliance against him, no longer 
cared to avail himself of the false relation which he had 
invented as respected the pretended discovery of King 
Hixem the Seeond; but still determining to profit by his 
fable, he now published an inti mation to the effect that the 
king had died, but had left certain letters, which he pro-
duced, wherein he, Muhamad Aben Ismail, was himself 
declared the successor of that sovereign, and the avenger of 
his wrongs. 

These inventions availed but little with the great and 
powerful, who gave them no credence; but among the 
people they were not without their effect, and secured 
Muhamad Ben Ismail Aben Abed much importance among 
the Alameries, with whom even the traditions and shadows 
of that power and authority so long held by the Omeyas 
were still sacred and beloved: thus almost all the people 
dwelling in the southern parts of Spain declared themselves 
the partizans of Aben Abed, lord of Seville, with whom 
they maintained intelligence, either secret or avowed. 

In the year 432 there was born to Aben Abed a grandson 
who was the offspring of his son the Prince Muhamad and 
the Princess of Denia, the daughter of the Ameer Mu-
giahid Abul Gaix, lord of Majorca and Denia. This birth 
was observed by the astrologers acting undtr the orders of 
the infant's grandfather, and they reported that the 
planetary positions announced much greatness and pros-
perity; but that, towards the end of his days, the full 
moon of that newly-born chíld's fortune would not only 
decrease, but must suffer a notable eclipse. 

A year after the birth of his grandson, the King Muhamad 
Ben Ismail Aben Abed was about to set forth against his 
enemies with a large body of cavalry, when the all-powerful 
hand of Allah impeded his steps by means of a great sick-
ness, from the severity of which he died during the last 
nigh't of the moon of Giumada Primera, in the year 433,* 
when he was transported from the Alcazars of Seville to 

* A.D. 1043. 
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those of Paradise.* The death of this Ameer was deeply 
deplored in all his territories, seeing that he was endowed 
with many qualities which are excellent in kings. His son 
Muhamad Aben Abed, who was called Almoateded, was 
proclaimed on the second day of Griumada Postrera. 

This prince was of singularly beautiful person, but was 
the slave of his passions, and as cruel as he was voluptuous : 
even in the time of his father he maintained a precious 
harem of seventy slaves, exquisito in beauty, selected from 
diíferent countries,_ and obtained at immense cost: these 
were supported with extraordinary profusion and prodi-
gality. Aben Hayan relates that Muhamad Ben Muhamad 
Aben Ismail Aben Abed no sooner saw himself exalted to 
be absolute king, than he extended his harem to the number 
ofeight hundred damsels, all entertained for his own delight. 
Yet he doated on the daughter of Mugehaid Alameri with 
a never-failing love. Her father was the lord of Castillon, 
and she was sister to Aly Ben Mugihaid, Prince of Denia, 
the prudent Muhamad Ben- Ismail having sought that 
alliance for his son, in the hope of assuring to him the de-
votion of the Alameries, which he did in part much increase 
by his connection with the Princess of Denia. 

Muhamad Ben Muhamad Ben Ismail, called Almoateded, 
wrote elegant verses, which were gathered into a collection 
by the son of his brother Ismail, which last named prince 
died in battle, as before related. He was somewhat tainted 
with impiety, or at the least had obtained the reputation 
of being but slightly attached to his religión, andin all the 
fíve-and-twenty fortresses of his lordship, he caused but one 
Aljama, with one solé Alminbar, to be erected; but, on the 
other hand, he gave command that a most beautiful palace 
of pleasure should be constructed in Bonda, and placed 
therein such a train of servants as sufficed to maintain it 
in perpetual readiness for his use. 

In the Alcazar of Seville this prince assembled, within a 
magnificent recess, a rich treasure of singular and beautifully 
decorated cups, garnished with gold and jacinth, emeralds 
and rubies; the bowls of these cups were made from the 

* Adel Halira affirms, on the oontrary, that Muhamad Ben Ismail 
Aben Abed, whom he calis Cadi of Seville, died in the year of the Hegira 
431.—Conde. , . 8 
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skulls of such great personages, his enemies, as he had de-
stroyed with his own hand and sword, or of such among the 
foes of their house as had heen decapitated by his father. 
In this strangely furnished cabinet was the skull of the 
Ameer Yahye Ben Aly, with that of the Hagib Aben 
Hasoun, and that of Aben Choug; to say nothing of the 
many others which the cruelty of Muhamad Ben Muhamad 
Almoatahed was continually adding to the number. 

At the end of the year 434 died the Wali of Santamaría, 
of Oksonoba, in the Algarve:. he was called Said Ben 
Haroun, and his office was inherited by his son, Muhamad 
Ben Said. 

C H A P . I I I . — O F THE DEATH OF GEHWAR, KING OF CORDOYA, AND 
SUCCESSION OF HIS SON, MUHAMAD BEN GEHWAK, AND OF THE 
CONTINUANCE OF THE WAR BETWEEN THE MOSIEMAH CIIIEFTAINS. 

ALTHOUGH the events of the contest into which the King of 
Cordova had entered with the Lord of Azahila, and his pro-
tector, Ismail Ben Dylnoun, King of Toledo, were not very 
prosperous, yet the people of Cordova made every possible 
effort in the service of their lord, offering themselves cheer-
fully to the perils of that sanguinary and infelicitous war, 
in consideraron of the benefits which they had enjoyed 
under his wise and beneficent government, and from á con-
viction of the perfect justice of all his intentions. They felt, 
moreover, that if by the hard necessities of warfare they 
were exposed to a needful and honourable danger on their 
frontiers, yet in their homes they now lived in the 
highest security and quietude, every man reposing in the 
midst of the most perfect abundance and good order when 
he had once returned from the field to the happiness of his 
abode, as if in times of absolute peace. They did not cease 
to bless the ñame of their excellent ruler therefore, calling 
him the father of his people and the defender of the state. 
At a word, he was beloved and respected by all; but when in 
the whole land there was no fear more pressing than the 
fear of his death, the event thus dreaded happened, and 
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lie was recalled to the mercies of Allah. Some say that 
Gehwar's death took place in the night of Giuma,* the 6th 
day of the moon Muharram, others in the moon of Safer, in 
the year 435. 

The funeral solemnities of King Gehwar were accom-
panied by the tears of all who dwelt in Cordova, and even 
the damsels who had retired into solitude accompanied his 
bier with the precious drops of a sincere grief falling from 
their eyes. These mournful ceremonies concluded, the son 
of their lamented sovereign, even Muhamad Ben Gehwar 
Abul Walid, was proclaimed king by the still grieving 
people. He was a quiet and good man, the worthy son of 
so good a father, but of infirm condition and very weak 
health. He received the oath of obedience readily proffered 
by the Aljama and Mexuar of Cordova, and the sorrow felt 
f j r the loss of his father was at length sornewhat tempered 
by the hopes justly founded on the excellencies of the son; 
but the times were grievously trying, and altogether adverse 
to the pacific virtues which shone so resplendently in those 
good kings. 

No sooner had Muhamad Ben Gehwar mounted the throne 
than he proposed a truce to the King of Toledo and the 
Lord of Azahila; not hoping for any very prosperous result 
from a struggle with enemies so potent: but as those rulers 
repbed with a contemptuous haughtiness, the Kingof Cordova 
committed the continuation of the war to his son Walid 
and to the General Hariz Ben Alhakem Ben Alcasha. 
The latter was then serving on the frontier near Calatrava, 
but he hastened to assemble his forces, and made numerous 
incursions on the dominions of his opponents, to whose land 
he carried the extremity of desolation. 

In this year of 436, there died, in his city of Denia, 
the Ameer Mugiahid, Lord of Majorca, father-in-law of 
Muhamad Ben Muhamad Aben Abed, King of Seville. 

Zulevman Ben Almondar Aben Hud, King of Zaragoza, 
was meanwhile engaged in a conflict with the Christians on 
the eastern froutier of Spain, and towards the country of 
France. This warfare he maintained with infinite constancy, 
performing deeds of indescribable valour, and causing heavy 

* Or Jurna, the Mahomedan Sabbath, answering to our Friday. 
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loss to the enemies of the faith. He recovered all the 
fortresses of Bardania, but when most earnestly occupied by 
that sacred war, and the exaltation of Islam, Zuleyman 
Ben Almondar Abeer Hud was recalled to the mercies of 
Allah. He died crowned by numerous triumphs, when the 
Lord did without doubt bestow the due recompense of his 
heroic deeds in those ineffable delights which are reserved for 
the better life. He departed from this world in the year 
438, and his son Ahmed Abu Griafar, called Almuctadar, 
was proclaimed in his place: that prince was a zealous 
imitator of his father's virtues, and his love for our holy 
religión kept him in continual wars, where he proved himself 
to be a brave and very fortúnate leader. 

The King Aben Abed of Seville, called Almoatahed, like-
wise continued the war which his father hnd commenced 
against the Lord of Carmona, even Muhan a i El Barceli, 
and against the allies of Muhamad, even the rulers of Malaga 
and G-ranada: frequent encounters took place between the 
troops of either side, each making incursions on the terri-
tories of the other, and all causing much suífering to the 
people, whose crops they cut to pieces, whose flocks they 
drove away, and whose persons they carried into captivity. 
The injuries inflicted on the unfortunate inhabitants of the 
country were therefore constant, but in every other respect 
the fortunes of that war were infhiitely various, and victorv 
declared now for the one side and now for the other. 

In a diíferent part of the land events were of much the 
same character: the King of Toledo, perceiving that the 
Generáis of Cordova made perpetual incursions on his ter-
ritory, and caused grievous havoc to his subjects, resolved to 
make a powerful eff'ort, and retaliate on the lands of Cordova 
by a fearful invasión ; he therefore wrote to his Alcaydes, to 
his son-in-law, Abdelmelic Almudafar, son of Abdelaziz, 
King of Valencia, and to the Wali of the latter, Abu Amer 
Ben Alferag, who was then holding the government of 
Conca, for the Lord of Valencia, all of whom he required to 
send him troops collected from the people of Xeiba, Alarcon, 
and Conca, to the end that he might make an effecíual in-
cursión on the territory of Cordova. He furthermore con-
certed treaties with the Christiatis of Grallicia and Castille, 
to the intent that being thus the more completely disembar-
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rassed of other enemies, he might act with the greater eífect 
in the war ón which he then proposed to enter. 

In reply to the letters thus sent, Abdelaziz, King of 
Valencia, wrote to his son, advising him not to refuse the 
assistance demanded by the King of Toledo, and to all his 
Alcaydes he sent messages to the same eífect, commandmg 
them to assemble their forces, and go forth in the company 
of Abdelmelic. These alliances were formed in the year 
440, and with the powerful host thus obtained the King of 
Toledo made incursions on the territory of Cordova, defeat-
ing Hariz Ben Alhakem, the general of king Muliamad, m 
numerous conflicts, and occupying many of the fortresses 
along the whole line of the frontier, while the valiant Ilanz 
no longer dared to retaliate on the lands of Toledo, and 
could do nothing better than avoid a battle by whatever 
stratagem he could devise for that purpose. 

And now, as Muhamad Ben Gehwar, King of Cordova, 
saw clearly that he could not long resist the forces of so 
powerful an enemy, he also endeavoured to form alliances 
among his neighbours, by whose aid he might hope to 
restrain the boldness of Dyínoun, King of Toledo : he there-
fore wrote to the King of Seville, Muhamad Aben Abed 
Abu Amru, called also i lmoatehed, entreating him to be 
his friend in that straight, and unite with him against the 
King of Toledo, since it was not the liberties of Cordova 
alone which were then placed in jeopardy, but those of every 
State in Andalucia. To these letters and messages the King 
of Seville, even Abu Amru Muhamad Aben Abed, replied, 
declaring that he desired nothing more earnestly than the 
friendship of the King of Cordova, whose son, Abdelmelic 
Walid, well knew, as he added, how much he was beloved 
by the ruler of Seville. That crafty prince said furthermore 
that Muhamad Ben Gehwar might therefore count 011 lns 
good-will, although he could do but little to serve him at 
present, being himself so much embarrassed by the many 
enemies with whom he had to contend, and who kept him 
continually employed, but he concluded by the assurance 
that he wóuld certainly send him some aid, although not to 
such eífect as he could desire. 

At this reply the King of Cordova rejoiced greatlv, and 
despatched letters to the Lord of Algarve, Aben Alaftas, 
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requesting him also to be his ally, and send him aid against his 
enemies. The generosity of Aben Alaftas was made clearly 
manifest on that occasion, and he proposed that a triple 
alliance should be formed between the King of Cordova, 
Muhamad Aben Grehwar, on the one hand, and himself, 
united with Muhamad Aben Aben, called Almoatehed and 
Abu Amru, King of Seville, on the other, giving f'ull power 
to the Vizier Ayoub Ben Amer El Yahsebi of Libia to con-
firm all the conditions thereof in his ñame. 

The Yiziers commissioned to that effect assembled in 
Seville accordingly, and after various discussions the treaty 
of alliance was concluded in the Moon of Eebie Primera, in 
the year 443, each power assuring the aid and reciprocal 
defence of his States to the other, against whomsoever 
should attempt to oppress the liberties of the people of 
Andalucía, without prejudice to the particular interests of 
either government, and leaving untouched whatever claims 
might reciprocally arise between them, either at that time or 
on any future occasion. 

And now, as in this assembly the Xeques and principal 
rulers of the whole district had all concurred, the Lords of 
Libia, Huelba, Gezire-Saltis, for example, with Muhamad 
Ben Said, Lord of Santamaría de Algarve and of Oksonoba, 
so did these all claim to be considered as forming a part of 
the confederation, and each demanded to be acknowledged 
as a sovereign power. The Yizier Ayoub Ben Amer El 
Yahsebi, who was of the illustrious family known by that ap-
pellation, supported this pretensión, but it was opposed by 
Abu Amru Muhamad Aben Abed, King of Seville, who de-
clared that those rulers were but captains or leaders who 
held their governments from himself at a tenancy and per-
sonal fief for their lives only ; that being, as they were, his 
vassals, he would not consent to see them stand forward in 
his presence as kings of provinces. He added that lns 
father had granted those governments only for life, although 
after the death of Ahmed Yahsebi, in the year 433, he had 
been succeeded by Abdelaziz Yahsebi and his brothers, yet 
it was in the same quality alone; wherefore he would not 
now admit them to be considered as absorte masters of the 
States in question. And from that moment the Lord of 
Seville did in fact resolve to recover those portions of ter-
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ritory, and restore them, either by agreement or forcé of 
arms, to his states. 

Aben Alaftas, Lord of Algarve, remained but poorly 
satisfied with the conditions agreed on, ñor was the King of 
Cordova much better pleased, seeing that everything was 
arranged to the advantage of Seville ; but the necessity which 
the last-named sovereign was then placed in of such assis-
tance as his powerful neighbour alone could render, com-
pelled him to conceal his dissatisíaction. The manner of 
Aben Abed had been meanwhile exceedingly courteous 
towards the ambassadors of Badajoz, Algarve, and Cordova, 
ñor was he less obliging to the Xeques who had joined the 
assembly, yet they all departed with a certain doubt as to 
the sincerity of his professions, and each feeling much better 
pleased with his liberality than assured of his good faith. 

In the year 443 died Maun Alahuas, Lord of Almeria, 
who was succeeded in the command by his son, Abu Yahye 
Muhamad Ben Maun, the father having caused him to 
receive the oath of allegiance as his successor before he had 
fully accomplished his eighteenth year. This youth was 
furthermore called Moez-Daula; he had been treated as a 
sovereign from the moment that the oath of allegiance had 
been proftered to him, and in his proclamation he was 
entitled Alinoatesim Billah and Aluatic Bifadlada, with 
other august appellations in the manner of the Caliphs of 
the East. 

The young monarch of Almeria was endowed with sin-
gular beauty of person and an equal exaltation of inind: 
prudent, liberal, and virtuous, he gained the hearts both of 
rich and poor: his fine qualities attracted all the sages of the 
East of Africa, and of various countries in Europe, to his 
court, where he honoured and favoured them beyond what 
was then done by any other king of his time. He devoted 
one day in each week to the entertainment and conversation 
of the wise men who were his chosen companions, and gave 
the renowned poet Aba Abdallah Ben Alhedad apartments 
in his Alcazar, as he did also to Ben Ibada, to Ben Bolita, 
and to Aben Malic, all men who were distinguished in those 
days for the brilliancy of their genius. 

Abu Yahve Muhamad Ben Maun, called Moez Daula, had 
scarcely been seated on his throne when he had to maintain a 
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war with his brother, Somida Abu Otabi, who presumed 
to question his right to the sovereignty. But Somida could 
malte no progresa towards the accomplishment of his wishes, 
and far from being able to take his brother's place, he was 
compelled to resign himself to contentment with his more 
humble lot; nay, he had idtimately to implore the mercy of 
that good brother, who always treated him well and caused 
him to live very honourably in his court, notwithstanding 
the wrong which he had suffered at his hands. 

Aben Maun, called Moez Daula, connected himself with 
the Walies of Denia, by a marriage with the daughter of 
Mugihaid Alameri, to whom he gave a daughter of his own 
in marriage. This last-mentioned princess was a lady of 
great beauty and discretion. 

. Meanwhiie, the King of Seville, by way of performing 
lns part of the treattes entered into as above related, 
despatched a body of five hundred horse, commanded by 
Ornar of Oksonoba, to aid the King of Cordova against 
his enemy, the King of Toledo. The lord of Huelba and 
Saltis also, Abu Zeid Abdelaziz Albecri, with Ahmed Aben 
Yahye Yahsebi, lord of Libia, and Muhamad Ben Said, lord 
of Obsonoba and of Santamaría in Algarve, although highlv 
offended by Aben Abed King of Seville, likewise offered 
themselves as auxiliarles of Muhamad Ben Gehwar King 
of Cordova. They sent a certain forcé of cavalry, which 
united with the troops despatched from Badajoz, and all 
then passed together into the territories of Cordova. 

Then the King of Seville thought the occasion a favour-
able one íor reclaiming the tenures or íiefs which were held 
by Abu Zeid Abdelaziz: he therefore despatched his son 
with a carefully-chosen body of cavalry to effect that pur-
pose. Abu Zeid, perceiving that he had not the means of 
resisting the son of Muhamad Ben Muhamad Ben Ismail 
Aben Abed, then gave up the city of Libia on certain condi-
tions, and taking with him his treasures and most important 
valuables, he departed to Gezira Saltis. 

Yet as Aben Abed had taken possession of Huebla like-
wise, Abdelaziz did not consider himself secure in Grezira 
Saltis, and the less so as he was informed that the people of 
the island had intelligence with those of Seville, and had 
made a compact with them to effect his downfall. Things 
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being thus, he passed over to a very strong tower which 
was erected in the midst of the water flowing around the 
island, whither he transported his treasures, and to which 
place he was accompanied by the most trusted members of 
his household. But there Abdelaziz was at once besieged 
by his enemies, who kept so cloae a wratch, that no boat 
could approach the tower with provisions for its inhabi-
tants. Abdelaziz, therefore, now endeavoured to escape 
secretly from the cruel and tyrannous Aben Abed, who 
would grant him no conditions of surrender, but desired 
that he should place himself unreservedly in his power, and 
now took every possible measure for preventing his re-
ceiving aid from any hand, or procuring a ship by which 
he might have crossed the sea. 

By great care and with much secrecy, Abdelaziz did 
nevertheless obtain a bark, for which he paid ten thousand 
doubloons of gold, and in that vessel he escaped from the 
tower by night, with his family and the most precious of 
his treasures. He then followed the coast for some time, 
and disembarked at a good distance, when he went wander-
ing as a fugitive through the territory of Bazal until in-
forined that men were pursuing him by order of the King 
of Seville, and that his person was in imminent danger. 
In that straight Abdelaziz addressed himself to the lord of 
Carmona, who sent him horses to aid his flight, and after 
having entertained him for some days in his palace, then 
supplied him with the means of travelling and a sufficient 
escort, by the help of which he might repair to Cordova or 
Toledo, where he hoped to remain in greater security. 

Abdelaziz next betook himself to Mahomad Aben Grehwar 
of Cordova, who received him very cordially, as the noble-
ness and loyalty of Abdelaziz had well merited that he 
should do. The men of that illustrious family to which 
Abdelaziz belonged had indeed been ever true and faithful 
servants of the kings of Spain in all times, and had given 
them many proofs of devotion during the flourishing period 
of the Omeyas. 

In the year 444, the Infant of Seville, even Muhamad 
Aben Abed, son of the reigning king, completed the con-
quest of Gezira Saltis, having done which, he passed on to 
take the city of Oksonoba and its port of Santamaria de 
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Algarve, both of which. he brought to submission: that dis-
trict was then possessed by Muhamad Ben Said, who held 
it by right of inheritance, as he did Xilbe, which was one of 
its dependencies. 

Here there carne to the Infant a noble youth called Mu-
hamad Aben Ornar Ben Iluseim Almahri of the eommune 
of Xombos, near Xilbe. He was remarkably beautiful in 
person, endowed with a brilliant genius, and a good poet; 
he also possessed much learning, and as all these qualities 
were keenly appreciated by the Prince of Seville, who 
yielded to few in the accomplishments of the mind, he caused 
the youth to accompany him to the capital, where the rich 
endowments with which Aben Ornar had been gifted were 
acknowledged by the King Aben A.bed also, who soon took 
him into his favour. And this was the commencement of 
the great confidence with which Aben Ornar was subse-
quently honoured by the sovereigns of Seville; from that 
time lie had opportunities for the manifestation of those 
abilities which have rendered him celebrated both in Spain 
and beyond that country. 

The King of Seville, Muhamad Aben Abed, then gave 
the tenancy of Libia as a fief to the general of his cavalry, 
Abdallah Ben Abdelaziz, but with the express remark, that 
he conferred it on him not because his father Abdelaziz 
had held it as his own, but for his good services. And it 
was in fact a well-merited reward, seeing that the zeal and 
loyalty of Abdallah towards his lord the King of Seville 
were such as to induce him to make an active and earnest 
war even on the lord of Carmona, whom he besieged in 
that very city, within which his fugitive and persecuted 
father had but a short time previously been generously and 
hospitably received ; nay, Abdallah did so closely invest the 
place, that the inhabitants, wearied with the labours of 
resistance, and no longer able to suffer the many pri-
vations to which they were subjected, began to treat for the 
surrender of their city, declaring that they were not willing 
to die of hunger for a master who had proved himself unable 
to defend them. 

These declarations, and the purpose they implied, reached 
the ears of the lord of Carmona, Mohamad El Barceli, and 
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departing secretly from the city by night, he fled to Malaga. 
This flight the inhabitants of Carmona soon discovered, 
when they at once surrendered the fortress, and declared 
themselves the vassals of Muhamad Ben Muhamad Ben 
Ismail, called Almuatedid Aben Abed, King of Seville. 

When Muhamad Ben Abdallah El Barccli, lord of Car-
mona, arrived in Malaga, he implored the aid of Edris Ben 
Yahye, who received him as his good friend, and at once 
began to gather forces of horse and foot to give him the 
assistance he required; whereupon El Barceli departed for 
Ecija, which still remained his own, and having there 
assembled his cavalry, he joined the host provided by Edris,. 
when both together they set forth against the troops of 
Seville. 

But Aben Abed would not accept the offer of battle, and 
they could bring him only to insignificant skirmishes, in 
which the brave men of both sides fought with varying 
fortune. Yet El Barceli found it impossible to recover the 
city of Carmona, which was his chief intent; and after 
many conflicts of more or less importance, King Edris 
returned to Malaga, while El Barceli retired to his city 
of Ecija. 

But scarcely had Edris Ben Yahye reposed himself from 
the fatigues of that expedition, when he was compelled 
again to sally forth in aid of his friend and ally, Habus of 
Sanhaga, lord of Granada, from whom he received intelli-
gence of the plots formed against them both by Muhamad 
Aben Abed, King of Seville, the success of which was pro-
moted to the utmost of their power by all the kinsmen and 
par ti zana of that crafty sovereign. Habus of Sanhaga 
furthermore warned his friend to beware of Muza Ben 
Afán, who, though apparently a faithful servant, was in 
fact in the interest of bis enemies, and maintained a constant 
intelligence with the King of Seville. To this latter part 
of his friend's intelligence King Edris replied by sending 
Muza Ben Afán with letters to his court, and^ in these 
letters he exhorted Habus to reward the bearer as his services 
merited ; when the lord of Granada, perfectly understand-
ing his correspondent's intent, caused the head of Muza 
Ben Afán to be struck off immediately ; that done, he 
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replied to the letters of Edris by assuring him that Muza 
had already received the appropriate reward of his loyalty 
and truth. 

But Muza Ben Afán was the cousin of Muhamad Ben 
Edris, lord of Algezira, as well as of Edris Ben Yahye, 
king of Malaga ; and when the former was made acquainted 
with his kinsman's death, he at once disposed his measures 
for taking vengeance for the same. With that intent, 
he availed himself of the absence of Edris, who had departed 
from his capital, repairing to the aid of Habus, and was 
then in the neighbourhood of Bonda, where his friend was 
engaged in daily conflict with the troops of Seville, led on 

, by the Infant Muhamad Aben Abed. 
Choosing his opportunity, therefore, Muhamad of Algezira 

advanced with a powerful army against Malaga, the greater 
part of his forcé consisting of African Negroes. He 
entered the city without resistance, and being there joined 
by the Negroes who formed the guard of the Alcazaba, these 
last enthroned Muhamad Ben Edris in the palace, and 
he was there proclaimed King of Malaga by those Negro 
troops. 

But the people of Malaga, by whom their sovereign was 
much esteemed and beloved, would not permit him to be 
thus deprived of his throne: they took arms against the 
Negroes, whom they compelled to shut themselves up in 
the Alcazaba, which the blacks then fortified and defended 
with much bravery. The men of Malaga next formed a 
great encampment, and besieged the fortress very closely ; 
but desiring nothing more than to rid themselves of those 
who had thus seized the throne, they proposed favourable 
conditions to the Negroes, many of whom passed over in 
eífect to their camp, while those who remained, perceiving 
that their numbers were daily diminishing, while they had 
not the means of replacing those deserters, no longer 
dared to make sallies on the Malagan defences. 

The people of Malaga took care to inform their king of 
what was doing in his capital, and Edris returned without 
delay, bringing with him an increase of forcé, and pressing 
the siege of his Alcazar with the utmost earnestness. He 
ofi'ered the security of their lives to all such of the Negroes 
as should then surrender themselves to his mercy, but 



164 D O M I N I O N OI? T H E A e A B S I N S P A I N . [ A . D . 1018-20'. 

tlireatened with inevitable destrnction whomsoever he 
should find in the palace when once he had entered it by 
forcé of arras. By these threats and promises, Edris in-
duced the Negroes to quit the fortress, and they all íled by 
night through a deep fosse, when Muhamad of Algezira, 
perceiving himself to be abandoned by his followers, re-
signed his fate to the hands of his cousin, nothing doubting 
but that the latter would condemn him to immediate death: 
but Edris spared his life, commanding him merely to depart 
from Spain and repair to his stronghold of Hisn Airache, 
where Mohamad had secured his treasures, and where his 
daughter was already awaiting him ; the whole household 
and family of the baffled usurper was in like manner per-
mitted to depart with him in all security. 

Edris then secured himself in the possession of Algezira, 
and having freed his hands of the troubles and difficulties 
with which his enemies had beset him, he passed over into 
Africa, where he instantly occupied the cities of Tangier 
and Cebta. Such of the ISTegroes as desired to take service 
with him he incorporated with his army left in Spain, but 
all who did not desire to remain in that country he per-
mitted to depart for their homes. 

"When Edris had been some short time in Africa, the 
Albarguetine Sclavonians, Razikala and Sekan, who had 
been governors of Cebta and Tangier, did their utmost to 
cause him new disquietudes ; but the people, who abhorred 
those rulers for their covetousness, cruelty, and oppression, 
were far from taking part in their projects : instead of 
favouring their intentions, they betrayed them publicly, 
and accusing them before the king, even Edris, they said 
to him, "Muley, these Sclavonians who accompany and 
surround thee are traitors, wrho pretend to be serving thee, 
but are in truth of a false and disloyal heart; they are eon-
triving thy downfall, and have formed conspiracies against 
thy life, but do thou sufier us to reward them as their 
perfidy merits." 

King Edris would have examined into the truth of these 
allegations, but before he could take any steps for that pur-
pose, the rage of the people, long restrained, broke forth 
against those their tyrants; ñor was it possible to liberate 
the unhappy men from their fierce and terrible hands. 
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They dragged their victims from the presence of the king, 
and a few minutes later were found to have hewed them 
into a hundred pieees. 

No long time after this event, King Edris returned to 
Andalusia, taking with him his younger son, but leaving 
the eider in Africa as his "Wali for Cebta and Tangier. 

In the year 452 died Abdelaziz! Almanzor, King of 
Valencia, when he was succeeded by his son Abderahman 
Ben Abdelaziz, who was son-in-law to the King Dylnoun of 
Toledo, and called himself Almudafar. It was much against 
his will that he had sent his people to take part in the 
wars of Andalusia, but being commanded to do so by the 
authority of his father, as we have related above, he could 
not refuse to obey while that sovereign was in life. 

C H A P . I Y . — O F THE WAR BETWEEN THE RINGS OF TOLEDO AND 
CORDOVA, AND OF THE DARE TREACHERY COMMITTED B Y THE KING 
OF SEVILLE, FOR THE PURPOSE OF OBTAININGF ACCESS TO CORDOVA. 

ISMAIL Ben Dylnoun Ben Ahmed, King of Toledo, entered 
the territories of Cordova with a very powerful host, and 
deleated the troops of Muhamad, King of Cordova, as well 
as those sent him from Seville and Badajoz, in many en-
counters finally putting them to a total rout in a sangui-
nary battle which was fought on the banks of the river 
Algodor, or Water of the Surprises,—so called from the 
many statagems and deceits which had been practised by 
the experienced generáis who had led the opposing armies 
m that struggle. 

The forces of Cordova were commanded by Hariz Ben 
Alhakem Alcasha, one of the most valiant generáis in Anda-
lusia. The battle continued through the whole day, and 
the conquerors, who were those of Toledo, Valencia, and 
the land of Azahila united, pursued their retreating enemies 
even to the mountains that border on the Campa^na of 
Cordova. ° 

The news of this defeat carried dismay into the Mezuar 
or council of the King of Cordova, while they caused heavy 
tears m the city, and brought confusion to the face of the 
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hitlierto thoughtless Prince Abdelmelic, who, instead of 
marching in the front of his father's troops, was amusing him-
self in all security amidst the delicious gardens of Medina 
Azahra, where he passed his hours in casting the G-ereed 
with the youths of Cordova, who were his companions, and 
thought only of his sports. But the above described intelli-
gence infused anxiety even into his hear t : and the sportive 
G-ereed was changed for the lance of war. The face of all 
things in the country appeared to suffer change,—the 
people themselves began to resign their spades and sickles 
for the sword of combat; and Prince Abdelmelic departed 
to Seville, there to entreat the further and immediate aid of 
Mohamad Ben Mohamad Ben Ismail Almoatedid Aben Abed, 
to whom he did not í'ail to represent the urgency of the 
danger which was indeed menacing the head and heart of 
the state. 

The King of Seville, who, though but of equal years with 
Prince Abdelmelic, was an astute and crafty man, instead 
of granting him at once the assistance he had come to seek, 
detained him with great compliments and honours, wasting 
his time with exaggerated displays of courtesy, and quietly 
occupying his days in the gradual exhibition of his 
armouries, his jewels, and the other valuables of his palaces. 
H e made Abdelmelic, meanwhile, the most flattering ofters 
and promises ; but it was not until after the lapse of much 
precious time that he finally wrote to his Alcaides, com-
manding them to assemble the cavalry of the land, and 
finally he dismissed the Prince Abdelmelic with a troop ot 
two hundred horse, assuring him that he might confide in 
his promises, and begging that he would consider himseli 
under the protection of his good faith. 

When Abdelmelic arrived in the vicinity of Cordova, he 
found the city to be closely besieged by the King of Toledo, 
and saw that it would not be possible to enter without 
fighting his way through the victorious troops of that 
novereign. He thus resolved to pass round by Medina 
Azahra with his small band of cavaliers, hoping that the 
succours promised by the King of Seville might yet arrive 
in time to be useful, although their appearance was delayed 
much beyond what he would have desired. 

In the city, meanwhile, the inhabitants were now be-
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ginning to fiad themselves in the utmost need, having 
been totally unprepared for the calamities which had so 
suddenly fallen upon them. The king was very ill, and the 
cares pressing upon his thoughts increased his malady to 
such a degree, that the physicians and all the court were 
thrown into great alarm, and large i*ewards were offered to 
any who would venture to be the bearers of letters which 
the council had determined on sending to Prince Abdel-
melic and the King of Seville, that monarch having now 
become the solé hope of Cordova. Certain messengers were 
accordingly found, who contrived to cross the enemy's camp, 
and carried the letters which the king and council had 
written to the Prince Abdelmelic and Aben Ahed, King of 
Seville, to whom they made known all their perils, de-
claring that they had no other chance for safety than that 
of the succour which he should bring them. 

Aben Abed took care to lose no time when so opportune 
an occasion for the fulfilment of his ambitious purposes was 
presented to him ; he therefore instantly despatched his son 
Muhamad with his general, Aben Ornar, to whom he gave 
minute instructions as to all that he desired them to do. 
Everything being perfectly understood, he dismissed them 
with a powerful host both of horse and foot. 

The Sevillian army arrived before the beleaguered city oí 
Cordova accordingly, where they encamped in sight of the 
besiegers, and while the infantry were preparing to attack 
the camp of the enemy, the cavalry instantly engaged in 
skirmishing with the valiant troops of Ismael Ben Dylnoun 
and his allies. _ These last, on their part, received the at-
tacking forcé with so much steadiness, and were encountered 
by the men of Seville with such determined bravery, that 
the skirmish was prevented from becoming a general battle 
only by the intervention of the night, which put an end to 
the conflict. 

But although darkness divided the combatants, it did not 
bring sleep to the eyes of the Sevillian general, Aben Ornar, 
who passed the whole night in reviewing the various divisions 
of his army, and in giving the needful directions to the 
Alcaides aiid captains. To ensure the success of the coming 
battle, he took council with the Prince Muhamad Aben 
Abed, and with other generáis, as to the best methods of 
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attack, and concerting the plan of battle, they took care to 
provide for all the various incidents that might occur. The 
moment having arrived when the first light of dawn ap-
peared, Aben Ornar put his cavalry in inotion, and the same 
being done by the generáis of Ismael Ben Dylnoun. the 
two hosts went forth to the encounter with indescríbable 
fury, each inspired with equal valour, and both alike confi-
dent of victory. The battle then commenced, and was a 
very sanguinary one, but the forcé of the Sevillian cavalry, 
jomed to that of Cordova, prevailed against the advanced 
guard of "Valencia, whom they routed and put to flight, 
when the whole of the besieging army fell into disorder; 
and although the troops of Ayahila did for some time restrain 
the impetuosity of the victors and protected the retreat of 
their allies, yet before the fall of evening the Toledan army 
was in full flight, being hotly pursued by the flower of Aben 
Abed's cavalry and that of Cordova, led on by the son of 
the Sevillian monarch, Prince Muhamad Aben Abed, Infant 
of Seville, and by Prince Abdelmelic of Cordova. Ñor did 
the brave cavaliers then in Cordova itself remain idle spec-
tators of the battle; large numbers of them having joined 
the fight, now took part in the victory, and' were among 
the foremost in pursuit. 

The crafty general, Aben Ornar, then saw that a good 
part of what his master had committed to him was accom-
plished, and next considered how he might best ensure the 
success of what remained to be done. Large numbers 
of the people of Cordova had come forth from its walls, 
some to take part in the battle, and others to plunder the 
camp of the defeated Toledans; they had thus left the city 
without guards of any kind, as fearing no injury from their 
allies, whom they beheld so earnest in their defence, and at 
whose hands they expected nothing worse than benefits. 
Aben Ornar now perceived, therefore, that his opportunity 
had arrived, and availing himself thereof, without the loss of 
a moment he entered the capital with the whole forcé of his 
mfantry, occupying the gates and forts, taking possession of 
the Alcazar, and placing a guard of such men as were most 
íirmly seated in his confidence over the person of the un-
happy king, who lay grievously sick in his bed. He was 
but too soon made aware of what had happened, and when 
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he saw that his city and Alcazars were in the handa of the 
King of Seville, the whole extent of his people's niisfortune 
lay clear before him. Deep affliction then took possession 
of his heart, and the pain of that grief bore the suíferer to 
the point of death, by which means he escaped from his 
misfortunes, and departed for the justice of Allah some few 
days thereafter. 

The son of the betrayed king, even Princc Abdelmelic, 
returning from the pursuit of the common enemy, also dis-
covered the black treachery of his allies, and filled with a just 
indignation, he advanced' towards the gates of the city, but 
found that all were closed against him. Whilst still unde-
cided, and knowing not what steps to take in a calamity so 
little looked for, he found himself surrounded by the cavalry 
of Seville, whose officer gave the astonished Prince to under-
stand that he had no choice but to surrender himself, while 
lns followers were commanded to leave their horses and lay 
down their arms. 

Eevolted by the nameless treachery and baseness of this 
demand, the unfortunate Abdelmelic placed himself in an 
attitude of defence, attacking those who surrounded him in 
desperation, and with no other thought than that of dying 
with his sword in his hand rather than resign himself to the 
mercies of so treacherous a foe. More than once did his 
captors open their ranks in such sort that he might well 
have passed through them and fled, but he was at length 
struck from his horse by a troop of lancers, and being pre-
viously wounded, was then imprisoned in a strong tower, 
where he died, rather of the grief he felt than from the 
hurts he had received, although these last were also many 
and serious. 

The writers of the period relate, that among tlie last 
words of Abdelmelic were aj lamentation for the treachery 
of his false friend, and a prayer to the God of vengeance that 
equal measure might be meted out to the son of him who, 
under the mask of afíection, had concealed the face of so 
deadly a foe. The death of the hapless Abdelmelic took 
place on the very day when the traitorous King of Seville 
made his public entrance into the city of Cordova, and the 
betrayed friend expired as the voice of acclamation with 
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which the vile multitude received the tyrant, came pealing 
to his ears; yet not before he had uttered a malediction on 
the light-mindedness of that people who could thus give 
welcome to the enemy by whom the race of their beneficent 
kings had been so wickedly destroyed. 

The favours which the King of Seville now hastened to 
bestow on the principal inhabitants of Cordova, with the 
long series of festivals wherewith he entertaincd the people, 
brought all to offer him ready allegiance ; he gave the popu-
lace varied spectacles, consisting in the combats of wild 
beasts, and, unaccustomed to such diversions, their new 
master succeeded in making the ungrateful Cordovans forget 
the excellent Gehwar and the kindly government of that 
good king his son, who had done all that in him lay for 
their welfare. 

But with Hariz Ben Alhakem, the faithful servant of his 
departed master, the case was different. On discovering the 
treachery of the pretended allies, he had retired with such 
of his cavaliers as he could keep together, to the Alcazar of 
Medina Azahra : when the death of his king, with the iin-
prisonment of Prince Abdelmelic, reached his ears, he was 
seized with indignation at the perfidy of Aben Abed no less 
than with grief for the loss of his master: detesting the 
atrocious conduct of the Sevillian, therefore, he preferred to 
confide himself to the generosity of his declared enemies, to 
the favour and protection eagerly proífered him by that false 
friend, and took refuge with the King of Toledo. By that 
sovereign the unfortunate general was received with much 
kindness; he was indeed greatly honoured by Ismail Ben 
Dylnoun, who well knew the loyalty, as well as bravery, of 
Hariz Ben Alhakem, having had frequent experience of both 
in the long war which that general had maintained against 
him. 

Such was the end of the Gehwars—so did they finish their 
existence, and with them came the kingdom of Cordova to 
its cióse. 
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C H A P . Y . — T I I E KING OF VALENCIA IS DESPOILED OF HIS STATES 
BV THE KING OF TOLEDO.—DEATH OF ABEN ABED, KING OF SEVILLE. 

Now in the year 452, the King of Valencia, Abdelaziz Al-
manzor, son of Abderahman and grandson to the renowned 
Hagib Muhamad Ben Abi Amer, departed to the mercy 
of Allah, and was succeeded in that kingdom by his son 
Abdelmelic Ben Abdelaziz, called Almudafar, who was the 
son-in-law of Almamoun Yahye Ben Ismail Ben Dylnoun, 
King of Toledo, as hath been more than once remarlied. 

That powerful monarch being greatly mortified by the 
repulse his troops had suffered before Cordova, was now dis-
posed to make a new attempt on that city, and the rather, 
as he was strongly incited to do so by the noble general 
Hariz Ben Alhakem, who was inflamed by the desire for 
vengeance on Aben Abed, the destróyer of his master's 
house. Ismail Ben Dylnoun therefore wrote to all his 
Alcaides, as well as to his son-in-law, the new King of 
Valencia, commanding the former to make preparation, and 
requesting that the latter would come to his aid with his 
people. Ismail Ben Dylnoun also despatched messengers 
to the rulers of Murcia and Conca, as well as to other 
"Walies of his dependencies, desiring their assistance for the 
like purpose. 

But Muhamad Ben Meruan, the Vizier of Abdelaziz, 
King of Valencia, advised his lord to think maturely before 
he declared himself the enemy of so powerful a sovereign as 
Aben A.bed, King t>f Seville; one too who was besides in 
cióse alliance with the lords of Castillon, Murbiter, Xativa, 
Almería, and Denia, his neighbours. This advice Abdelaziz 
felt disposed to follow; and thus he replied to the request of 
his father-in-law by the most frivolous excuses. 

This proceeding on the part of Abdelaziz enraged the King 
of Toledo, and without communicating his determination to 
any one of his court, he departed with the whole forcé of 
his cavaliers, ñor ceased his march either day or night until 
be arrived at Valencia, which city he entered when he was 
least expected. Proceeding to the Alcazar, which was de-
fended by Aben Wahib Ben Leboun, he took the general by 
surprise, and making himself master- in like manner of the 
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city towers, lie deposed his son-in-law, Abdelmelic Almuda-
far, from the government and sovereignty of Valencia and 
its dependencies. Yet in consideraron of his daughter, the 
wife of the deposed king, he did not take his life, but 
banished him to the government of Xelba: this notable 
event took place on Arafa, the 9th day of the moon Dyl-
hagia, in the year 457. Almudafar and his family were 
followed by the "Walies of Conca and of Santamaría de 
Aben Kazin, both of whom were his friends. 

The King of Toledo then appointed Isa Ben Leboun Ben 
Abdelaziz Ben Leboun to the government of Valencia in his 
ñame,—he was one of the captains of Murbiter, and the 
most zealous of Ismail Ben Dylnoun's partizans : the city 
was held by him for that prince, accordingly, but with 
him was joined Abul Arbaz Ibraim Ben Leboun, a Xeque 
in whom the King of Toledo placed great confidence. A few 
days beheld the country tranquillized and brought into good 
order, which done, Almamun Yahye Ben Ismail Ben Dyl-
houn returned to Toledo, whither he took the most distin-
guished nobles of Valencia in his train, proposing to use 
their services in the war ofAndalucia. But the Vizier of 
Valencia, Abdallah Muhamad Ben Meruan, could not resolve 
on surviving the misfortunes which he had brought on his 
lord by his well-intended councils; wherefore, yielding to 
his despair, he deprived himself of life by piercing his breast 
with his dagger. 

The King of Seville, Almoatadid Muhamad Ben Muhamad 
Ben Ismail Aben Abed, was meanwhile enjoying the success 
of his fortúnate undertakings. Lord of Seville, Cordova, 
and Carmona, he likewise possessed the greater part of 
Algarve, Sibla, Tluebla, G-ezira-Saltis, Oksonoba, and Xilbe:* 
but all this did not satisfy his ambitiousheart, and he began 
to assemble troops for the purpose of attacking the fron-
tiers of the King of Toledo, despatching in the meantime 
his son Muhamad to the lancl of Konda, there to make war 

* I t -would seem that this citv of Oksonoba, or Octonoba,—called 
also by the Arabio writer SainteMarie d'Octonoba,—was on the western 
coast of Spain, and near the place where the city of Faro now stands. 
Yet it was not the city of Faro itself, as some autliors suppose, since 
that city is also mentioned as a separate place by the Arabs themselves. 
—De Marles. 
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on the kings of Granada and Malaga, who were allies of El 
Barzeli, the Lord of Ecija, wliose destiny it was, as Aben 
Abed inferred, to destroy his dynasty, according to what the 
astronomers had foretold long before. 

On the occasion of that campaign the King of Seville 
conferred the dignity of knighthood on his son, bestowing 
on him a shield of azure bine, around the edge of which 
there was a border of golden stars, and in the centre of the 
field a half-moon, also of gold, in allusion to the changes 
and vicissitudes ever incident to the fortune of arms. King 
Aben Abed accompanied his son as far as Ronda, where he 
hoped to receive intelligence of the first successes obtained 
by the new knight. 

In the year 460, the King of Algarve, Almutafar Almanzor, 
son of Abdallah Almanzor, departed from life at Badajoz, 
when he was succeeded in his states by his son Tahye, who 
called himself Almanzor, as his grandfather had done. His 
brother Ornar Almetuakil, who was then in Jabora, which 
Comarca he held for his father, caused him some trouble 
with respect to the división of the territory; and this cir-
cumstance left the new King of Algarve but little time for 
taking part in the wars at that time raging in Andalucía. 

At this time there carne into Spain great rumours re-
spectmg the Almorávides, and wonderful things were related 
oí the stupendous exploits which thev had performed, and 
the conquests which they had made" in Africa; all which 
caused great anxiety to Edris of Malaga and to the Zanhagas 
oí Granada for the safety of those dominions which they 
possessed m that country. Neither was the King of Seville 
without some fear, since he was induced to believe that 
these Almorávides might be the people by whom, according 
to the horoscope of his son, the fate of that prince was to be 
cloudecl. But he did not on that account desist from making 
war on El Barzeli; ñor would he give himself rest until he had 
despoiled the Lord of Ecija of all his possessions, being con-
stantlv impelled to new aggressions by his inordinate am-
bition, and by the superstitious precautions wherewith he 
hoped to avert the evils which had been announced to him 
according to his astrologers, by the stars; at a word, he was' 
moved by every evil passion that can disquiet and'corrunt 
the human heart. 
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"While the King of Seville was thus extending his own 
dominions by destroying all the rights of his neighbours, 
and was eagerly adding the ruin of Malaga and Granada to 
that of the many other evils he had inflicted on whomsoever 
he could bring within his reach, he gave no thought to the 
advancement of our holy religión, ñor had any of his expe-
ditions the most remote reference to the propagation of the 
Law, or the benefit of the Moslemah. But the powerful • 
Arbiter of human fates and empires was meanwhile preparing 
a glorious day of vengeance for the aggrieved and afflicted 
children of the Eaith: and the manner of its appearance was 
on this wise. * 

Unlike the King of Seville, the King of Saragossa, even 
Ahmed Abu Giaffar Almuctadir Aben Hud, zealously 
imitating the pious virtues of his forefathers, employed hÍ3 
forces without ceasing in the 'Sacred war, and in the year 
460 he defeated and routed the Christians with horrible 
slaughter. He recovered from them the city of Bubaster, 
with several strong fortresses; and for his greater glory, as 
well as to the general consolation of the Moslemah, he slew 
King Badmir, leader of of the Infidels, in one of the battles 
thus happily won. 

At this time there broke out new tíoubles in the kingdom 
of Malaga, where Edris Ben Tahye, now become oíd and 
wanting forcé of mind, was deposed without difficulty or op-
position, while his cousin, Muhamad Ben Alcasim Ben Aly, 
Governor of Algezira, assumed the throne in his stead. The 
poor King Edris died some time afterwards in the prison to 
which he had been consigned, and in his last days there was 
so little account made of his existence that he was seldom 
or never mentioned. 

The new sovereign of Malaga continued to maintain the 
war into which his predecessor had been forced by the King 
of Seville, who was perpetually extending his dominions both 
in Axarquia and Algarbia.* 

About this time, the King of Granada, Habus Ben 
Maksam of Zanhaga, departed from life, and was succeeded 
by his son, Badis Ben Habus, a man brave and noble as his 
father. He too maintained a constant war against the 

* Axarquia and Algarbia : the East and West. 
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aggressions of the Sevillian monarch; and .although his 
resources were heavilv taxed by the circumstance of his 
being frequently called on to repress the rebellious at-
tempts of many rebel Alcaydes in various parts of his 
dependencies, he yet never lost any part of the dominions 
he had inherited. 

But the state of things here described prevented this 
prince from employing his arms against the Infidels, seeing 
that he was ever occupied in defending himself against those 
ambitious Moslemah, who, disregarding what ought to have 
been the common cause, concerned themselves only with 
what they believed to be their own particular interests. 
King Badis Ben Habus associated in his government, and 
declared his successor, his nephew, Abdallah Ben Balkin 
Ben Badis, a youth of admirable qualities, who was the 
delight of his people as he was the terror of his enemies, 
although but in the flower of his age. 

-Now it chanced about this time, that Taira, the daughter 
of the King of Seville, a princess of unequalled beauty and 
admirable grace, was seized with an ardent fever while still 
in the bloom of her spring; and, despite all the efforts of 
her physicians, she expired in the arms of her father, who 
doated on her with an inordinate love. The pain and grief 
which this event caused to Muhamad Ben Muhamad Ben 
Ismail were so great that he too was attacked by fever and 
tremolín g, accompanied by great confusion of the head and 
perpetual faintings: these were followed by profound 
stupor and melancholy. The sick man could obtain no 
sieep he was at length unable to move his eyes, and thus 
partially paralysed, he then looked like a mere statue. The 
physicians fearedhis death, and applied stimulants, by which 
the vitality of their patient was to a certain extent restored, 
when the pams of his condition appeared to be alleviated. 

He desired that his daughter should be interred before 
the entrance of his palace, and would not be dissuaded from 
beholding the pomp of her burial. The coffin of the princess 
^as borne to her place of rest by the most important of her 
father's servants; and in despite of all that his physicians 
could urge to the contrary, Muhamad insisted on being con-
veyed to a window from which he could see the procession. 
Ihe funeral ceremonies took place on the evening of a cer-
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tain Juma, in the moon of Giumada Primera; and the grief 
of the king as he saw the child of his love borne to her grave 
caused all the worst symptoms of his malady to return. _ 

The stupor and melaneholy from which he had been m 
some degree aroused now recurred: inflammation succeeded: 
the physicians employed all such means as their science 
suggested; but, although some slight alleviation of suffering 
was obtained, these remedies did not produce essential im-
provement. I t is true that on the morrow of that unhappy 
Juma he was a little better, but towards the evemng of 
Saturday, which was the day on which God had decreed that 
his agonies should find an end, the fever increased: Muhamad 
lost the power of speech, and at midnight his spirit returned 
to the mercy of God. At that moment there rose up a 
dolorous cry in his Alcazar; and through all the city the 
lamentations of his slaves and household made themselves 
heard. 

The death of Muhamad Aben Abed took place between 
the Saturday and Sunday, which was the 2nd* day of the 
moon of Giumada Primera, in the year 461. The mourn-
ful event could not be concealed, and on the followmg day 
the Xuhudes and ministers of the king's council offered the 
oath of allegiance to his son, Prince Muha Maun Ben 
Muhamad Almutamed, who was then twentv-nine years, two 
months, and some days oíd. He was proclaimed, and led 
through the streets of the city on horseback by the principal 
Xeques and the generáis of the army, who called him Adafir 
Almuyad Billab, with other august titles of good ornen.? 

The new king caused the funeral ceremonies of his father 
to be performed with great magnificence, and commanded 
that he should be laid in the tomb of his grandfather, which 
was beneath the entrance of the Alcazar. The Cadi Mu-
hamad Ben Ismail made the oration for him in the Aljama 
on that same evening of Sunday, the 3rd day of Giumada 
Primera, which was the night following that on which Aben 
Abed had given to God an account of his sms. He was 
fifty-seven years, three months, and seven days oíd at the 
time of his death, having been born on a Tuesday, seven 
days before the commencement of the moon Safar, m the 

* Abu Meruan Ben Hayan says the 6 t h C o n d e . 
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year 407. Ilis reign had endured twenty-eight years and 
two days. 

This' sovereign was the most powerful ruler in all Spain 
at that time of Alfitna or civil war: he was magnificent in 
his tastes and habits, but ambitious and voluptuous to an 
inordinate degree : he was moreover superstitious, timid, and 
cruel. He had earnestly exhorted his son to be on his guard 
against the Lamtunies or Almorávides, and recommended 
him to make himself master of, and carefully preserve, those 
two keys of Spain, Gebaltaric* and Algezira; but above all 
to gather into his own hands and unite into one empire, the 
divided provinces of Spain: all which, as Aben Abed did 
not scruple to affirm, belonged to him as Lord of Cordova. 

C H A P . V I . — W A B B E T W E E N T H E K I N G S OE TOLEDO AND S E V I L L E . 
EACH P A B T Y CALLS IN T H E AID OE T H E CHBISTIANS. 

THE new king, Muhamad Almoatemed Aben Abed, did not 
permit the councils of his father to be forgotten: still in the 
best of his youth, brave as well as prudent, he was not cruel 
and sanguinary as his father had been, though resembling 
that sovereign in his magnificence, and in the liberality with 
which he stimulated the zeal of all whom he took into his 
service. In the height of prosperity, and when crowned 
by victory, Almoatemed Aben Abed still displayed a praise-
worthy moderation: he restored to their homes all those 
whom the cruelty of his father had expatriated, and thus 
gained the hearts of many grateful subjects: the solé re-
proach uttered against him was that he displayed but little 
regard for religión. I t was also the custom of'this monarch 
to drink wine, which he used most especially in the time of 
war: and when they were about to enter the battle he per-
mitted the forbidden beverage to all his people. Aben Abed 
was endowed with an excellent genius for poetry and com-
posing verses, in which he competed with his friend Moez-
Laula, King of Almería: but both those princes were 

VOL. II. 
* Gibraltar. 

N 
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equally protectors of learning and the patrons of learned 
men. 

At this time there also died the Lord of Azahila, Abu 
Muhamad Huzeil Aben Eacin, known as Aben Aslai. H e 
was succeeded in his states by his brother, Abdelmalec Ben 
Chalf Abu Meruan, who was careful to continué in alliance 
with the powerful King of Toledo, Ismail Ben Dylnoun. 
That prince had no sooner heard of the death of Aben Abed, 
King of Seville, than he determined to try his fortune 
against the son of the departed monarch; and, with the 
troops which he had gathered from Valencia and Santamaría 
of the East, he made his way into the territories of Murcia 
and Tadmir, whose Walies, Abu Becar Aben Amer and 
Ahmed Ben Taher, had entered into an alliance with the 
King of Seville against Valencia and Toledo. But while he 
thus fell on the lands of Murcia and Tadmir with a powerful 
host, Almamun Aben Ismail Ben Dylnoun called for aid 
from the Christian people of Gallicia and Castille; who came 
to his assistance accordingly with a carefully selected body 
of cavalry. 

Thus assailed, the Walies, Abu Becar and Aben Taher, 
wrote to their ally the King of Seville, entreating him to 
send them succour ; seeing that they could not sustain the 
assault of the Toledan alone, since he was advancing against 
them with a very powerful host. To these letters the King 
of Seville, who was then much occupied by his wars with 
Malaga and Granada, replied by despatching his general and 
intimate friend, the crafty Aben Ornar, of Sombos, with 
exact instructions as to the line of policy which he was to 
maintain in the assistance he was about to render, and in 
the general conduct of the war. Aben Omar thereupon de-
parted from Seville, leading a vast forcé of cavalry, with two 
hundred camels, and other beasts of burthen beyond count.. 
He left the city by the gate called Bab Macarena, but 
remained immediately in front of the same four days before 
his final departure; after which time he unfurled his ban-
ners, sounded his trumpets, and set forth for the land of 
Tadmir, gathering both troops and provisions along the 
whole line of his march. 

I n Murcia, Aben Omar was e n t e r t a i n e d in t h e house of 
Aben Taher, where he received the visits of the principal 
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inhabitants of the city, to whom he made so many promises 
and gave so much encouragement, that he left them full of 
confidence. His abode in Murcia was not extended beyond 
two days ; but before his departure he obtained from Aben 
Taher ten thousand doubloons of gold, for the purpose of com-
pleting negociations with Ben Eaymond, Lord of Barcelona, 
towards which city it was that Aben Ornar then took his 
way. 

The Seyillian leader was received with much distinction 
by Eaymond, the Barcelonian, and the convention between 
them was quickly made. The amount of succour to be fur-
nished by the Lord of Barcelona being determined on the 
day when the forcé of Ben Eaymond took the field Aben 
Ornar paid him the ten thousand doubloons of gold which 
he had received from Aben Taher, with a promise of as much 
more when the Christian host should arrive in Murcia. 

I t was furthermore decided, for the greater security of 
both parties, that hostages should be given on either side, 
when the Lord of Barcelona sent the cousin of his son to 
accompany the army of Aben Ornar, while the last-named 
general consigned to the hospitality of Ben Eaymond a 
young prince, the son of his master, the King of Seville, who 
was called Eaxid Ben Abed, promising at the same timo 
that a forcé of Sevillians, equal to the army furnished by 
Eaymond the Barcelonese, should take the field with the 
troops of that leader. 

_ Aben Ornar then wrote letters which he despatched to 
his lord by tbe hands of Ben Eaymond's cousin, andwherein 
herequested the King of Seville to send his son and his 
people as had beenagreed ; whereupon Eaymond commenced 
his march forthwith, having placed himself at the head of a 
brilliant body of cavalry, wherewith he set forth towards 
Murcia. 

Arrived in that territory, he was there instantly joined by 
the forces of the King of Seville, with whom was the son of 
that monarch, even Eaxid Ben Abed, who at once passed 
over to the Christian camp, where he remained as a hostage 
with the King Ben Eaymond. Aben Ornar then took the 
command of his m áster's troops, which were not very nume-
rous, but with which he nevertheless proceeded towards 
Murcia, They found that city surrounded by the forces of 
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Toledo, commanded by their king Almumun Aben Ismail 
Ben Dylnoun, who had also the men of Valencia, Denia, 
and Murbiter forming part of his host, with those assembled 
by his Alcaydes and the Lords of Conca and Aben Bazin, 
to say nothíng of his auxiliarles from Galicia and Castille; 
he also having called in the Christians to his aid as we have 
said, when those Infidels occupied themselves gladly in 
cutting up the cultivated fields, and destroying the pleasant 
gardens of the Vega. 

But now it came to pass, that Ben Baymond of Barcelona, 
remar king the smallness of the army sent by the King of 
Seville, and perceiving that he could not count on the aid 
of a stronger body, complained of Aben Abed, the King, 
to his general Aben Ornar; declaring that unless his Lord 
came to his succour with more effect, they could not venture 
to undertake anything against the King of Toledo, who had 
not onlv a great advantage as to numbers, but was also in a 
much better position than themselves, he having already 
formed a very strong encampment. Nav, the distrust of 
the Christian aróse to such a degree that he suspected a 
purposed treason on the part of Aben Abed, and began to 
believe that himself and his people had been lured thither 
that they might perish by the hands of the Moslemah. To 
render his army the more secure, therefore, he commanded 
the InfantBaxid Ben Abed to be placed under a strong guard. 

These complaints, and the distrust existing between the 
leaders, produced a bad effect on the troops, whom they in-
disposed for action. There were also not wanting spies of 
the King of Toledo, who made him acquainted with all that 
was thus passing ; while the Christians of Grallicia and 
Castille were equally well informed, by means of their fugi-
tive brethren who passed over from the camp of the Barce-
lonese monarch, Ben Baymond. 

Perceiving their opponents to be in so ill-prepared a con-
dition, the King of Toledo and his allies gave them no time 
to recover themselves, but forced them into a battle, which 
was a very sanguinary one, and resulted in a frightful carnage 
on both sides. Binaíly the troops of Seville and Barcelona 
were compelled to give way, and fled before their conquerors 
of Toledo, Grallicia, and Castille, leaving the field of battle 
covered with the corpses of their slain. 
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Now at the moment when this slaughter was proceed-
ing, the King of Seville, Aben Abed, had arrived in the 
vicinity of the camps with a carefully chosen body of cavalry, 
which he had assembled from Jaén and its Comarcas. At 
the dawn of day he had even approached so near the scene 
of conñict that his advanced guard had reached the heights 
above Segura; but on reaching the sliores of the Guadimena 
he found that river so much swollen by floods that his forces 
could not cross the stream, and they were detained on its 
banks durmg the whole day. Aben Abed was at that 
moment far from suspecting the pressing necessity that 
existed for his succour; ñor was it until he beheld the fugi-
tive remams of his army, with the equally shattered forcé of 
his ally, approachmg the opposite shore 'in full flight before 
their conquerors, that he was made aware of the disasters 
which had befallen the two leaders, Eavmond of Barcelona 
and Aben Omar. 

The first who had the good fortune to croas the river in 
saíetv soon made known the unhappy result of the battle ; 
but the panic which had seized the ñying troops had now 
become so violent that numbers of them threw themselves 
into the stream at places where it was impossible to ford its 
depths, and these were consequentlv drowned, their bodies 
being earried down by the current 'before the eyes of their 
companions who watched them from the opposite shore. 
. , * u í u s e d so much discouragement into the newly ar-

rived troops of the King of Seville that it was not possible 
to lead them further; they turned their bridles and re-
gamed the city of Segura; whence, after the detention of 
one night only, they retook their way to Jaén, Aben Abed 
having the cousin of Raymond, Lord of Barcelona, still in 
his company. 

The General Aben Omar, who had escaped from the battle 
with some few of his followers, now carne fast on the steps 
of his master, whom he overtook, some few days after the 
gnevous defeat he had sustained, at the city of Guada 
Bullón. Here the general persuaded his lord to fulfil the 
remainder of the promise which had been made to the Lord 
oí Barcelona, since they could not otherwise effect an ex-
change of the liostages ; and Ben Raymond would in that 
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case bear off the Infant, even liaxid Aben Aben, as a 
prisoner, to the land of Barcelona. 

The King of Toledo meanwhile, greatly rejoicing in the 
success which had attended his arms, offered favourable con-
ditions to the people of Murcia, and Aben Taher, accepting 
these advantages, placed himself and his territory under the 
shelter and protection of Ismail Ben Dylnoun, to whom he 
declared himself a faithful vassal; when the principal 
inhabitants of the city did homage to Aben Ismail in like 
manner. 

Almamdeleoun Ben Ismail Ben Dylhoun likewise obtained 
possession of the fortresses of Auriola and Mulaque by a 
peaceable agreement; and leaving these to the care of his 
Alcaides, he had no sooner placed the land in tranquillity 
and good order than he returned to his city of Toledo, when 
he rewarded his generáis with a regal magnificence, the 
Moslemah, together with the Christians of Gallicia and 
Castille, who had been his auxiliarles on that successful 
day. 

"\Vhen the General Aben Omar had collected the sum 
required for his engagements in Barcelona, he set forward 
to that city, taking with him the cousin of Ben Raymond 
the king, for whom he was charged with a rich present of 
thirty thousand doubloons in gold. l i e then obtained 
restitution of the Infant, Baxia of Seville, whom he sent to 
his father, accompanied by Aben Becar of Tadmir, the latter 
not consenting to separate himself from the fortunes of Aben 
A.bed. Those who saw the meeting of that illustrious king 
Avith his son, declare that he wept for joy at the sight of his 
child. 

Aben Omar was meanwhile busying himself with new 
negociations, into which he at this time entered with Al-
mutemen, son of the King Almoctadir of Saragossa, who 
was "Wali of Lérida, which he held for his father the king 
above-named. Here Omar incited the nobles to much dis-
cord, and eventually caused the persecution, not to say 
ruin, of several powerful families, compelling them to depart 
from the territory. These men then took refuge with 
Abdilbar Ben Mugihaid, Lord of Denia, when Aben Omar 
persuaded the Prince of Saragossa to make war on Abdilbar 
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Ben Mugihaid, against whom Omar himself servecl in person, 
taking possession of several fortresses in various parts of 
the district: all these things oecnrred in the moon Xaban 
of the year 468. 

"While Almoctadir, King of Saragossa, pursuing the per-
fidious counsels of Aben Ornar, was thus rewardingthe noble 
and generous hospitality of Abdilbar Ben Mugihaid, Lord of 
Denia, by defeating him in a sanguinary battle, and was 
then preparing to enter his city, where it was the purpose 
of Omar to cause all who had taken refuge therein to suffer 
a painful death, there came an Alcayde to Almoctadir ex-
horting him on the part of Moez-Daula, Lord of Almería, 
who had married the daughter of Abdilbar, to desist from a 
war which was causing him so much discredit, and rather 
to turn his victorious banners against the enemies of Islam, 
who were even then infesting the frontiers; while he was 
casting a shade on his hitherto unblemished reputation by 
the blood he was so unjustly shedding. 

These reasonings prevailed with the King of Saragossa, 
who immediately returned to his own territories, leaving 
two of his Alcaides, called Ibraliim and Abdelgebir, sons of 
Sohail of Bardania, to maintain the conquests he had made. 
But these generáis, deceived by a double treason on the 
part of Aben Omar, were induced some short time after-
wards to sell the fortresses in question to the minister of 
Aben Abed, the treacherous Aben Omar, defeating in that 
same act the views and intentions of the two "Walies, Iza 
Ben Leboun and his brother Abdallah, both of whom had 
earnestly desired to obtain those strongholds, which lay 
conveniently near to their lordships. Thus, then, did Aben 
Omar serve his lord the King of Seville by means of per-
petual deceptions and the craft of intrigue. 

C H A P . " V I L — T H E KING OF TOLEDO TAKES CORDOVA AND S E V I L L E — 

HE DIES IN THE LAST-NAMED CITY AFTER IT HAS BEEN DELIVEEED 
B Y ABEN ABED. 

Now the King Ismail Almamun Ben Dylnoun of Toledo, 
perceiving himself to be favoured by fortune, and excited 
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by bis own ambition and desires of vengeance, prepared to 
lead a powerful host against tbe territory of Cordova, pro-
posing to take Aben Abed at disadvantage, and wítbout 
giving bim time to recover from tbe defeat and losses which 
he had sustained in the Battle of Murcia. He assembled his 
Alcaides and Xeques accordingly; his ally, the Christian 
Kmg of Gallicia, also coming to'his aid with a select body 
of horsemen, clothed in mail. 

With these forces Ismail Almamun Ben Dylnoun entered 
the territory of Cordova with so much celerity that he 
effectually surprised his enemies as he had intended. His 
host poured over the land as doth a tempest of thunder and 
lightnmg, carrying desolation into the hearts of all they 
met, and sweeping the fruitful fields to destruction in the 
lapse of but a few hours. At the same time Aben Ismail 
dispatched his general Amir Ben Leboun to the territory of 
Jaén, where that leader occupied several cities, and among 
others that of Ubeda, of which King Ismail Ben Dylnoun 
made him Wali, as he did of Santaberia on the frontier of 
Saragossa. 
, In hke manner the General Hariz Ben Alhakem took the 

city of Cordova, which he entered by surprise, and having 
done so, he proceeded with another body of cavalry to Medina 
Azarah, the Alcazars of which he occupied with but slight 
resistance, seeing that the few soldiers by whom they were 
guarded were easily overcome. There was nevertheless a 
most sanguinary conflict maintained within the courts of 
the royal palace, where the African guard, who defended 
the same, fought with desperate bravery, making unheard of 
efforts to save the Infant Serag-Daula, son of Aben Abed, 
King of Seville, a youth in the first flower of his days, who 
was then at Medina Azalira. But in the struggle between 
those who desired to take him prisoner and the guards who 
laboured to retain him within their ranks, the prince un-
happily received a mortal wound, of which he instantly 
expired. The general Hariz Ben Alhakem then returned 
to Cordova; but first he caused the head of the slain prince 
to be cut off, and having placed it on the point of a lance, 
he commanded his people to bear it through the streets of 
the city: those thus commissioned being furthermore in-
structed to cry as they went, "Behold the vengeance of 
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Allah! A great and fearful Avenger is the Lord our God!" 
For so did Hariz Ben Alhakem believe himself justified in 
destroying the descendants of him who had so treacherously 
broujht ruin on the house of his master, the good Muhamad 
Gehwar; even the sons of Aben Abed, King of Seville. 

The great body of the King of Toledo's army had mean-
while not made halt, but had proceeded to Seville itself,. 
which they also took without resistance, because the forces 
of Aben Abed were distributed through the territories 
of Jaén, Malaga, and Algezira; seeing that in all those 
districts he was engaged in warfare either of defence or 
attack, to the last of which his house had lately proved 
itself but too well inclined. The solé resistance attempted 
against the troops of Ismail Ben Dylnoun was in the 
entrance to the Alcazar of Seville, which was well defended 
by the royal guards. But all these troops were eventually 
cut to pieces, when the riches which Aben Abed had amassed 
in that palace were divided by Almamun Ismael Ben Dyl-
noun among bis troops and allies: even the haréern of the 
King Aben Abed was not respected. 

The General Hariz Ben Alhakem was now appointed 
.¡Naib, or lieutenant of the King Almamun of Toledo in the 
city of Cordova, whüe the king himself remained in Seville, 
where he abode dunng the six montbs next following. At 
the end of that time, Aben Abed, who had meanwhile 
assembied his scattered power, carne with a great bost before 

h ™ g taken a solemn oath to recover the pós-
session thereof or die in the attempt. 

W hile Aben Abed thus held the place besieged, Almamun 
fell sick and his malady increased in such sort that he per-
ceived the end of his days and of all his glorious undertakings 

be fast approaching. He then declared his son Yahye 
Alcadir Biía to be his successor; but as that prince was still 
very young, Kmg Almamun appointed Hariz Ben Alhakem 
Ben Okeisa, with other Walies in whom he placed confidence 
to be the guardians and tutors of the youth. He likewise 
ioined his friend and ally the King of Gallicia in that trust 
being well assured of the loyalty and good faith of that 
monarch, and of the affection which he bore to himself and 
his house. 
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These dispositions made, Almamun disposed himself to 
appear before his Creator; and as the King of Seville, Aben 
Abed, made his way through the city gates, Ismail Ben 
Dylnoun of Toledo departed from life,—an event whicfrtook 
place in Dylcada of the year 469.* 

Now the "Walies and generáis of the Toledan king did 
not make known the death of their lord, but fearing lest 
their troops might be discouraged by thought of the loss 
they had sustained, they continued to defend the city in the 
ñame of that sovereign with equal braVery and ability; yet 
they were eventually compelled to yield to the determination 
and valour of Aben Abed and his forces, who were aided by 
the inhabitants of Seville, these last labouring for their 
sovereign in every manner that they could devise. The 
Toledan generáis maintained the most perfect order never-
theless, and leaving the city by two of its gates with their 
munitions of war, made their way through the camp of Aben 
Abed, who was meanwhile entering triumphantly into Seville 
by a different quarter; but he did not remain therein beyond 
the moment needful for the security of his position, when 
he left in all liaste to pursue the retreating Toledans and 
their allies. 

The general Hariz Ben Alhakem meanwhile did not 
abandon Cordova, but remained there as Naib of the young 
King Alcadir Yahye Ben Dylnoun, confíding to a certain 
extent in his oíd and friendly relations with the inhabitants, 
and hoping to preserve the city from the hands of the 
Sevillians, but being also flattered, as it is said, by some of his 
partizans, who had inspired him with the hope that' he 
might himself be proclaimed sovereign of that state. If 
that hope was entertained, it is certain that no long time was 
suffered to elapse before it was effectually destroyed : Aben 
Abed surrounded the city with his troops, and gave the 
general Hariz to know that he would never raise the siege 
until he had reduced the place to his obeclience. Many 
assaults were given and repulsed, the defenders making 
frequent sallies on the camp of the besieging troops, in 

* Other writers give the previous year as that of this King's death.— 
Conde. 
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whose ranks they made notable havoc. But Hariz Ben 
Alhakem soon perceived that he could not confide in the 
inhabitants of Cordova, as he had hoped, seeing that they 
were divided into numerous parties; he therefore left the 
city by one gate as Aben Abed entered it by another. The 
king in person immediately pursued him on horseback, and 
as Hariz was not willing to give himself the appearance of 
flying in disorder, he had not gained a sufficient distance to 
secure his safetv; wherefore he was overtaken by Aben Abed, 
whose attention was fixed on no other than himself. The 
King of Seville was nevertheless aware that his horse being 
wearied could proceed but little further, and fearing lest 
his enemy should even yet escape him, he threw his lance 
with a dexterity only equalled by the forcé of the blow, 
which pierced the body of Hariz from his backto his breast, 
when that general fel] dead from his horse. The enraged 
king then commanded his people to affix the dead leader to 
a stake, on which, for the grcater ignominy, he had also 
caused a dog to be impaled, and that stake he ordered the 
executioners to plant on the Bridge of Cordova. 

_ Hariz Ben Alhakem left a son called Ahmed, who was 
highly favoured and held in much honour by the King of 
Toledo, Alcadir Yahye Ben Dylnoun; that monarch con-
ferred on him the Alcaidia of Calatrava, an office wherein 
Ahmed Ben Hariz distinguished himself by the most signal 
services to his master, giving repeated proofs of his fidelity, 
as we shall hereafter have occasion to observe. 

By the intrigues of Aben Ornar, the Vizier of Murbiter, 
Abu Iza Leboun Ben Leboun was induced to leave the 
service of the youthful King of Toledo, to whose father, 
Almamun Ben Ismail, he had been a most true and loyal 
servant. Nay, the wily Ornar found means to cause so 
much enmity between Alcadir Yahye, King of Toledo, and 
the ancient friend of his father, that the latter abandoned 
the country, repairing with his two brothers, Abu Muhamad 
Abdallah and AVaheb Ben Leboun Abu Zaji, to Seville, where 
they were received with much favour by the King Aben Abed, 
who offered them Cadiazgas or governments in his states in 
exchange for those they had resigned in the territories of 
the Toledan Monarch. This was in the year 469, and in 
the same year Abu Iza Ben Leboun died at Seville. His 
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younger brother, Waheb Ben Leboun, remained in the 
service of the Sevillian King. 

Aben Ornar also incited the Wali of Xelba, Abdelmelic 
Almudafar, son of Abdelaziz, to attempt the recovery of his 
state of Valencia, from which he had been deposedby Ismail 
Almamun Ben Dylhoun, in the year 436, as we have related 
in its place. And in that attempt Abdelmelic sueceeded, 
but did not long survive his restoration to the throne. He 
confirmed the Walies who liad been of his party in their 
tenancies, gave Gonca to Said Ben Alferag, placed Walies 
who enjoyed his confidence in Liria, Xelba, and Gandía, and 
declared his son, Abu Becar, his successor. All this took 
place in the year 470. 

When Aben Abed, King of Seville, had recovered his 
Andalusian states, which he had been enabled to do princi-
pally because his general, Aben Ornar, had found means to 
keep the southern part of Spain involved in perpetual dis-
cords, excited by bis treacherous arts, the restored sove-
reign summoned his zealous servant to the capital, when he 
made him his Vizier, entrusting him some time afterwards 
with the conquest of Murcia, which territory Aben Abed 
had long desired to subjugate. 

Aben Omar thereupon assembled a carefully chosen body 
of troops, with which he successively occupied the cities of 
Alicant and Carthagena, Lorca, and Auriola. He was ably 
assisted throughout the campaign by Abdallah Ben Baxic, 
Alcayde of the fortress of Balag, who, when he heard that 
Aben Omar was about to pass by his castle, went forth to 
the distance of two miles to offer him his dwelling, and such 
slight convenience as he could therein enjoy. Aben Omar 
accepted the offers of Abdallah, and passed a night with 
him, when he held much discourse with that brave and ex-
perienced general in relation to the best means for compell-
ing the city of Murcia to surrender, and for securing the 
conquest of the country. They furthermore considered the 
most eífectual methods for obtaining possession of certain 
fortresses and towns by which the capital was either de-
fended or furnished with supplies, and in the discussion of 
all these subjects the prudence and valour of Abdallah Ben 
Baxic were alike 'rendered manifest to Aben Omar, who 
made bim so many great offers and flattering promises on 
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tile part of his lord, Aben Abed, King of Seville, that 
Abdallah could not refase to accompany the host of Omar, 
who aífected a determination to do nothing without 
having first ascertained his opinion. They thus proceeded 
in company*to Murcia, of which they cut up the Comarcas, 
and the city itself they closely besieged. 

JNTow Murcia was well defended by Abderahman Ben 
Taher, the son of that illustrious "Wali, Abu Becar Mu-
humad Ben Taher, Governor of the land of Tadmir, which 
he had maintained in justice, peace, and tranquillity through 
all the troubles of the Civil War, remaining contentedly 
under the shelter and protection of Zohair the Selavonian, 
and never aspirmg to the sovereignty, or desiring any other 
title than that of Muthalim, or the Beconciler of Diffe-
rences, although his great riches and numerous partizans 
might have supphed him with abundantly sufficient means 
and opportunities for exalting himself to independent empire, 
liad he been disposed to make the attempt. This excellent 
ruler had lived to the age of ninety, and after his death, 
which took place in the year 457, his son Abderahman 
continued to govern the country with a moderation in all 
respects equal to that exhibited by his father. 

The siege being unusually prolonged, Aben Omar was 
compelled to depart for Seville, when he confided the com-
mand of his troops to the General Abdallah Ben Eaxic, who 
succeeded, after many assaults and much hard fightiug, in 
obtaming possession of the fortress of Muía, by tlie occu-
pation of which he was enabled to cut off the supply of 
provisions which had previously been brought into S e city 
íreely, under cover of those defences 

The privations which then ensued soon caused the in-
habitants to murmur, and they compelled Abderahman 
to turn lus thoughts towards the best conditions he could 
obtam for the surrender of the town. The Wali thereupon 
gave the citizens a promise to the effect that if within 
twenty days he did not receive succour from Toledo, as he 
hoped to do, he would then resign the city on such con-
ditions as he should be able to procure. 

* Muthalim were perhaps more effectually rendered by the word 
r e t t - 1 bUt W° d° n 0 t U 8 e t h e k t t e r i n t h i s P^ace> for obvious 
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The General Abdallah Ben Baxic having sent an account 
of the progress of the siege of Seville, Aben Omar returned 
with new troops. When he arrived within sight of the 
city, the inhabitants of Murcia, who recognizecLthe cavalry 
of Cordova and Seville, departed from their obedience to 
Abderahman, and unmindful of the compact they had made 
to await the lapse of the days agreed on, they threw open 
the gates and poured forth from the same, proclaiming Aben 
Abed, King of Seville, to be their lord and ruler. 

The Alcaide Aben Taher, hearing the popular commotion, 
sought refuge in the mosque, when he was taken to the fort of 
Montacute, where he remained imprisoned until released by 
the intervention of Abu Becar, son of Abdelmalec Ben 
Abdelaziz, Lord of Valencia. 

Aben Baxic lost no time meanwhile in occupying the 
gates of the city, and taking the inconstant populace at 
their word. Aben Omar also entered Murcia without delay, 
and the city having sworn allegiance to Aben Abed, the 
Chotba was made for him that same day in the great mosque. 
This conquest of Murcia by Aben Omar took place in the 
year 471. 

In that same year Aben Abed, Kmg of Seville, gave the 
government of Lorca to Abu Muhamad Abdallah Ben 
Leboun, who was subsequently seized with the vain desire 
of calling himself king. He then appointed his kinsman, 
Abul Hassan Ben Elija, to be his vizier; and this Abul 
Hassan, who was accoúnted among the best generáis of his 
time, eventually became the successor of Abdallah Ben 
Leboun in the government of Lorca. 

JSTow the King Aben Abed, fearing lest the Toledans 
should make an attack, on the territory of Murcia gave 
the government of that city to his Vizier Aben Omar, whom 
he furthermoré entrusted with an embassy to the Kmg of 
Gallicia, the object of which was to detach that sovereign 
from his friendship with the King of Toledo. _ He furtber-
more gave Aben Omar a similar mission to his former ally 
the Lord of Barcelona, requesting that he also would hold 
himself ready to come to his aid in the event of that which 
he feared occurring. 

On the journey which he undertook by virtue of these 
commands, Aben'Omar visited his oíd friend Almutemem 
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Ben Hud, son of Almuctadir, King of Saragossa : of all 
these missions he acquitted himself exceedingly well, Aben 
Ornar knowing perfectly how to adapt himself to the tastes 
of the various princes with whom he had to treat of politics, 
and finding means to insinúate himself into the favour of all, 
by his craft, by the speeious eloquence of his persuasions, 
and by the elegance of the poetical eífusions, v,;herewith he 
delighted such of those rulers as he perceived to have sufíi-
cient cultivation of taste to appreciate their beauties. The 
"VValies and principal Alcaydes of the kingdom were never-
theless often heard to murmur at the greatness of Ornar, 
and to censure the unbounded confidence which the king 
reposed m this man, who was declared to obtain immense 
advantages for himself from every mission with which he 
was entrusted, and whom they furthermore accused of 
regarchng nothing but his own personal interest, in whatever 
matter he treated. 

At this time King Aben Abed, the Sevillian, was making 
cruel war on Muhamad, King of Malaga, whose cities he 
occupied, and whom he defeated with great loss before Baza, 
a city belonging to the King of Granada, which Aben Abed 
also took. King Muhamad was on the point of passing 
over into Africa for the purpose of there assembling a strong 
body of troops, when he was seized with fever, as some relate, 
and died from the violence of that malady; but others affirm 
that he expired suddenly when about to come forth from his 
bath. 

Muhamad, King of Malaga, left eight sons, the eldest of 
whom Aisim Almustali, was Governor of Algeria, and suc-
ceeded lns father in the kingdom; but he lost the sove-
reignty some few years after, seeing that Aben Abed, King 
ol Seville, did not give him one instant of repose until he 
had forced from his hands the cities of Malaga and Algezira, 
compellmg jAlsim Ben Muhamad to pass over into Africa 
with all his family. 

These conquests were made by Aben Abed in the year of 
the Hegira 472 ; in that same year there was a great treni-
bling of the earth, which was such that the sons of men had 
seen nothing that could justly be compared with it. This 
earthquake destroyed many buildings, and a very large 
number of persons perished beneath the ruins of the same. 



1 9 2 DOMINION OF THE A1JABS IN SPAIN. [A.D. 1081-2. 

Mosques, Domes, and Alminbares, were cast to the ground; 
and these fearful convulsions did not cease to afflict the 
world, day and night, from the first day of Rebie Primera 
to the last of Giumada Segunda in the above-named year. 

In the Moon of Dylcada of that same year the people of 
Toledo broke forth in rebellion against their King, Alcadir 
Ben Dylnoun. They put many of his Viziers to death, and 
slew the greater part of his guard : whereupon Alcadir left 
the city with his family, and fled to the Fortress of Cuneca on 
the borders of Valencia, the wildest and most inaccessible 
portion of his states. 

C H A P . V I I I . — T R E A T Y BETWEEN ABEN ABED, KING OF SEVILLE, AND 
ALFONSO, KING OF GALLICIA. ALFONSO ENTERS THE KINGDOM OF 
TOLEDO, BUT RETIRES BEFORE THE KING OF BADAJOZ, WHO DIES 
IMMEDIATELY AFTER. TOLEDO IS TAKEN. DEATH OF OMAR. 

THE insatiable ambition of Aben Abed could now find no 
repose but in the undertaking of new conquests, and the 
obtaining of yet more exalted triumphs. He sent his Vizier 
Aben Ornar a seeond time with an embassy to Alfonso Ben 
Ferdeland, King of Gallicia, inciting that Infidel to fall on 
the territories of Moslemah rulers. 

Abu Becar, Lord of Valencia, and the General Aben 
Baxic, murmured greatly at these negociations with the 
Christian king, which they declared to be undertaken with-
out regard to the laws of God or the dictates of conscience ; 
and they added that the King of Seville would end by 
sacrificirig to his ambition not only the towns and people of 
Islam, but his own family ; also the treacherous Aben Omar 
was entrusted with unlimited powers to contract that shame-
ful alliance with Alfonso, to say nothing of the vast sums 
of money which that embassy could not fail to cost. But 
in the eyes of God all the riches of the world have no more 
valué than the wing of a fly. 

On that occasion Aben Omar received, as a present from 
the Gallician King Alfonso, two precious rings formed of 
emeralds, the valué whereof was as that of cities and castles. 
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Nay, the workmanship of which, to saynothing of the gold,was 
thought a full equivalent for the cities, the tears, and the blood: 
Allah alone can appreciate these things. At a word, Alfonso 
Ben Ferdeland was induced hy Aben Ornar to enter into a 
secret treaty with Aben Abed, King of Seville, and for-
getting the generous hospitality which he had received in 
Toledo from its king, Almamun, father of Alcadir Yahye, 
he declared himself the enemy of the latter: perfidiously 
disregarding the alliance he had sworn to maintain with 
Alcadir Ben Dylnoun and his house, he now fell on the 
frontiers of the kingdom, cutting up the cultivated fields, 
laying waste the towns, driving oíf the flocks, and carrying 
the unhappy inhabitants into captivity. All this was done 
to promote the evil intentions of Aben Abed, King of Seville, 
who was thus enabled to desoíate Andalusia with a cruel 
warfare at his leisure, which he did with free and unem-
barrassed hands, while his Christian ally was ravaging the 
homes of the Moslemali as hath been said. Thus did Aben 
Abed persist in extending his states and raising the lcfty 
towers of his ambition upon the ruins of all other Moslemah 
princes. 

The King of Saragossa, even Abed Abu Griafar Almanzor 
Almuctadir Billah, was meanwhile preparing diligently to 
march in aid of Alcadir Yahye; but the inimical Fates cut 
short his glorious steps, and he died before he could accom-
plish that laudable purpose. The decease of Ahmed Abu 
Griafar Almanzor took place in the year 471, when he 
departed to receive that eternal rest which was the due 
reward of his labours in this world. His son, Jusuf Abu 
Amer Almutamen, was proclaimed in his place, and the 
people of Saragossa swore obedience to his will in the moon 
of Griumada Primera of that year. 

This prince found himself involved in perpetual wars on 
his frontiers. He proved his valour and the ardour of his 
zeal for Islam in the terrible battles of Lérida and Huesca, 
where, with forty thousand men, he gave to the sight of 
the sun the most horrible spectacle that can be presented by 
the fierce cliildren of war, seeing that in a few short hours 
he caused the streams of the Hersera and the Zinga to 
overflow with the blood of the slain. 

The oppressed King, Yahye of Toledo, now sent his 
VOL. II . O 



1 9 4 DOMINION OF THE A1JABS I N SPAIN. [A.D. 1 0 8 1 - 2 . 

messengers to the King of Badajoz, even Yahye Ben Alaftas, 
called Almanzor, entreating him to come to his aid and be his 
protector, when that noble sovereign congregated his Alcaides 
without delay, and, accompanied by a select body of cavalry, 
crossed with hasty marches the plains that are watered by the 
Guadiana and the Tagus. The fame of his arrival alone 
sufficed to compel Alfonso Ben Eerdeland of Gallicia to 
hreak up his camp and return to his home; but he laid 
waste and destroyed the whole land as he passed, carrying 
•off the unfortunate dwellers in the same, with their flocks 
and other possessions. By the opportune aid thus afforded 
to the King of Toledo, and the glorious victory obtained by 
the mere sound of his approach, the King Alaftas fully proved 
himself to merit the august title, Almanzor, with which his 
people had endowed him, and, well content with the result, 
he returned to his own frontiers. 

The King Yahye Alaftas then entered Merida with hÍ3 
forces, and was there reposing from the fatigues of the 
march, when Death, who so ruthlessly cuts sliort all the 
•delights of this world, disappointing and rendering nugatory 
the very fairest hopes, fell upon him with unexpected baste, 
íind translated him thence to the Alcazars and eternal 
dwellings of the after-life. 

The people of Ben Alaftas mourned his loss, because he 
was a good king, and all the more did they lament him since 
he had not left them the consolation of a successor chosen 
by his voice. TJnder these circumstances, therefore, the 
younger brother of Almanzor, Muhamad Omar Almetuakil,* 
was placed on the throne. He was then in Zabore, which 
was bis appanage, but fínding that the sovereignty of the 
whole Algarve was now united in his person, Muhamad 
Omar instantly repaired to Badajoz, leaving Zabora and its 
Comarcas to the government of his son Alabas Aben Omar. 
King Omar Almetuakil was a judicious and very learned 
-man; in his youth he had distinguished himself by the 
most brilliant valour in war, and was no less remarkable for 
the humanity and justice with which he had governed those 
committed to his care in time of peace. And as he had 
given his "Waliate of Zabora to his eider son, Alabas Aben 

* Fortúnate conqueror and protector. 
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Omar, so did he now confer that of Merida on his younger son, 
Alfadal Aben Omar. This prince, who was a just and 
moderate ruler, carefully imitated the virtues of his father, 
Muhamad Omar, andhis brother Alabas,—all threebeing noble 
sovereigns, and worthy of a better fate than that which had 
been inscribed for them on the indelible tablets of destiny. 

While Alfonso Ben Ferdeland, King of the Christians, 
had thus been making a devastating war against Toledo and 
its king, Alcadir Yahye, the King of Seville, even Muhamad 
Ben Muhamad Aben Ismail Aben Abed, had by that means 
found leisure to extendhis dominions widely in the direction 
of Jaén, and among other places had obtained possession of 
Ubeda, Baeza and Martos. He now, therefore, conferred 
the government of Seville on his eldest son, Obeidallah 
Araxid, called the Cadi, because he held the charge of 
Cadilcoda in the Mexuar or council of that city. Obei-
dallah Araxid was a singularly erudite prince, and a great 
poet as well as accomplished musician: he sounded the lute 
and other instruments to admiration, and sang his own 
compositions with a voice of wonderful beauty. On each 
Thursday of the year he invited the Alfakis and learned 
men, with all of distinguished genius, to his house, where he 
entertained them splendidlv. To his father, Aben Abed, 
he gave no less than forty-seven grandsons, the children of 
his various wives. His Prefect of Justice, or Cadilcoda, was 
the Paki of the Mexuar, Abu Muhamad Abdallah Ben Gebir 
Lahmi, and when that wise man departed this life, Obei-
dallah Arraxid gave the prefecture to Abul Casim Ahmed 
Ben Mantur Alkisi. He likewise conferred the govern-
ment of Algezira Alhadra on his son Yezid Ben Muhamad 
Arradi, who was called Abu Chalid. This Prince Yezid was 
the twin-brother* of Abed Alfetah and Obeidallah Almoated, 
or rather, he was one of three, for the consort of Obeidallah 
Arraxid, who was called Otamida, had presented him with 
all those three sons at one birth. He had, indeed, also had 
another son, who was the child of the same mother, and 
eldest of all his children; he was called Abed Serag Dola, 

* The original is here, Mellizo, one of three, and not Gemelo, twin; 
but as -we have no exact equivalent for Mellizo, the passage has been 
rendered by a slight paraphrase, as above.—TB. 
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but that youtb liad died figbting at Medina Azahra, in the 
year 469. 

From consideration for the mother of these princes, Obei-
dallah Arraxid had bestowed immense revenues on his son 
Yezid Ben Muhamad Arradi, whom he also made his Bewi, 
or private secretary, Arradi being very learned and a pro-
found astrologer, having studied the works of the wise 
Cadi, Abi Becar Ben Altaib, with great care, together with 
all the chief writers of the school of Abi Ben Hazin Taheri. 
Prince Yezid was, moreover, the best poet of all the Abedes, 
his father, Obeidallah Arraxid, alone excepted, to whom he 
gave seven grandsons, notwithstanding this his great de-
votion to the sciences. As the instructors of these children, 
the Prince Yezid Arradi established in Seville the accom-
plished Abu Abdallah' Male Ben "VVaheb and Abed Hassen 
Ben Alhadsir, who was a man of no less distinction. 

About this time the government of Malaga was conferred 
on the brave General Zagut, and that of TJbeda on Zagi Ben 
Leboun of Murbiter. The Princes Almamun Abed Naser 
Alfelah and Alhakem Mugehed, called Dothir-Dola Abul 
Makerim, were placed over Cordova; but the latter con-
stantly made his abode at Medina Azahra. 

JSTow the persistence with which Alfonso Ben Fer del and 
came twice in every year to make incursions on the territory 
of Toledo, had completely devastated the towns and laid 
waste the fields of that district, insomuch that in the third 
year the land was found to be totally impoverished and its 
inhabitants ruined. After these years of perpetual deso-
lation Alfonso completed the mission which the King of 
Seville and his minister, the wicked Aben Omar, had conlided 
to him, by laying siege to the capital, even Toledo itself. 
The King, Yahye Ben Almamun, who was better versed in 
the sportive weapons and pleasures of peace than the rugged 
arms and stratagems of war, neither could ñor would defend 
himself, ñor did he once daré to sally forth against his 
enemies or rneet them in the open field. He wrote, on the 
other hand, very pressing letters to the King of Badajoz, 
with repeated and most earnest prayers for aid; whereupon 
that monarch sent him his son, the Prince Alfadal, Wali of 
Merida, but the assistance he brought proved of no avail, 
because the tyrant Alfonso had so completely destroyed the 



A.D. 1083-4.] 8IEGE OE TOLEDO. 197 

towns, which he had for the most part laid in ashes, and so 
thoroughly devastated the fields, from which he liad cut the 
growing crops, that the capital could no longer obtain 
supplies: such of its inhabitants as remained in life had 
been compelled to desist from the attempt to defend them-
selves, unable to endure the privations under which they 
had long been suffering from these grievous circumstances, 
while the forces brought by their ally could not prevail to 
release them from the powerful enemy by whose troops they 
were constantly _ surrounded. Thus, after many hardly-
fought battles, in which Alfadal saw the flowér of his 
cavalry perish, that prince returned to Merida. 

"When the hope they had trusted in was thus proved vain, 
the Cadi Abu Walid of Beja declared to the inhabitants of 
Toledo that the ruin of the state was irremediable. " The 
kingdom in whose Chiefs there is not the principie of unity, 
and whose Captains are of opposite minds," said Abu AValid 
to the citizens, " however powerful it may be in fact, inust 
perish as doth the wicked, and shall soon find its end; 
tremble, therefore, lest this King Alfonso should cause you 
to perish miserably, even to the last man. 

Then the people of Toledo, clearly perceiving that no 
redemption was coming to them from any quarter, while 
they were dying of hunger, advised their king, Yahye Ben 
Almamun, to negociate conditions of peace with Alfonso, 
and even to offer himself as that monarch's tributary. But 
the tyrant Infidel would grant no conditions, and demanded 
the immediate surrender of the city. Yery deep and heavy 
was then the grief of the noble Moslemah. They deter-
mined to die in the defence of their liberty and the walls of 
their home: but the people rose in rebellion when this resolve 
was made known; unable to endure their sufferings, the 
multitude insisted on the surrender of the place and resigned 
themselves to their inevitable fate. The more noble of the 
citizens found means to obtain at length such conditions as 
they had ceased to hope for; when the mighty and ancient 
city of Toledo was resigned to its foes. 

The conqueror had solemnly promised that " the lives of 
the inhabitants should be respected, and their possessions 
secured to them in peaceful and quiet enjoyment; that .no 
mosque should be profaned, ñor should the people be 
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disturbed in tlie public exercises of their religión. The 
Mosleman Cadies were to be retained in their offices, and 
all aífairs were to be judged and regulated as they had 
heretofore been; decided, that is to say, according to the 
Moslemah laws. Every man was, furthermore, to remain 
freely in Toledo, or be at liberty to depart and fix his abode 
elsewhere at his pleasure." 

All these conditions were signed by Alfonso Ben Eerde-
land and his principal generáis, when the Christian king 
made his entry into the city of Toledo,—an event which took 
place in the moon of Muharram, in the year 478. King 
Yahye, with his principal cavaliers, then went forth from 
the gates and proceeded to Yalencia, taking with him the 
most precious of his treasures. And so was lost that illus-
trious city, and thus ended the kingdom of Toledo, to the 
great sorrow of all who remained faithful to Islam. 

I t was also in that unhappy year of 478 that the illustrious 
King of Saragossa, Jusuf Almutamen, a truly noble defender 
of the faith, departed to the mercy of Allah. He died at 
Saragossa, and was succeeded by his son, Ahmed Abu 
Giafar Ben Hud, who was called Almustain Billah,—aman 
of singular virtues, as well as more than common ability. 

Now it was not possible that the author of all these 
unfortunate events, Aben Omar, should be suffered peaceably 
to enjoy the fruit of his perfidious negociations with the 
enemies of the faith; all the Alcaides of Spain abhorred 
him, and many were labouring to secure his downfall. 

The General Abdallah Baxid accused him of holding all 
the castles and strongholds of the frontiers at his command, 
by means of Alcaides who were either of his family or sold 
to his interest; and as this charge was perfectly well founded, 
the cond'uct of Aben Omar began to awaken suspicion in 
the mind of his lord, the King Aben Abed, and the latter 
sent orders to the effect that his hitherto trusted confidant 
should be taken prisoner. But Aben Omar received timely 
intimation of this resolve, from his partizans, and fled, first 
to Murcia, whence he passed into Yalencia. Yet, becoming 
suspicious of the rulers of both cities, who had little reason to 
be satisfied with his proceedings, he departed from the latter 
city also, repairing finally to the court of Alfonso Ben 
Eerdeland, King of Gallicia, who was then at Toledo. 
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TI10 traitor was in the first instance well received by 
King Alfonso, who hoped to mate further use of his services 
in the conquests which he was meditating; but Abdallah 
Aben Raxic, and other Alcaides of the falleií favourite's 
enemies, found means to inspire the Christian sovereign 
with so much distrust of the crafty Ornar, that he one day 
said to him in his own language:—" Thou, oh Aben Ornar, 
thou remindest me of a thief, who, having stolen the fruits 
of his own dishonesty, can but keep those treasures until 
otherscome in their turn to steal them from him." 

These words fílled the treacherous fugitive with fear and 
suspicions ; he once more took flight, and now sought 
refuge in Saragossa. There he entered the service of Abu 
Amer Jusuf Almutamen, who treated him with much dis-
tinction, and confided to his care certain matters of intrigue 
relatmg to the acquisition of fortresses on the frontiers of 
Valencia and Murcia. In these negociations, therefore, 
Aben _ Omar was furnished with a congenial occupation, 
deceiving with his perfidious treacheries the incautious men 
who trusted him, and misleading whomever he could per-
suade to lend him ear. 

The King of Seville, Aben Abed, was meanwhile appre-
hensive lest the secrets of his various intrigues, and the 
negociations into which he had so frequently entered wiíh. 
the foes of Islam, should be made known to his enemi . 
by Aben Ornar: he therefore charged his grandson, t 
Prince Yezid Arradi, to take such measures as should 
secure bis capture. And this was at length accomplished 
b{ the .cares of Abu Becar Ben Abdelaziz of Valencia, 
whom Aben Omar had deceived with respect to the castle 
of J umilla, which is now in the governnient of Murcia, but 
was previously m that of Valencia, where the traitorous 
Omar was held in abhorrence by great and small. Abu 
Becar therefore hired numerous spies, who kept him minutely 
informed of every step taken by Omar, making known to 
their employer the places appointed for his sleeping, as well 
as those of his mid-day rest, whenever he made the slightest 
movement. Having thus ascertained that on a certain 
night the common betrayer was to pass the liours of sleep 
at Xecura, that place was beset by those who were in the 
confidence of Omar's enemies, by whom the latter was made 
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prisoner; an event which took place six days before the cióse 
of the moon of Eabie Primera. The infant Prince Yezid 
was then informed of his captare, and repaired to Xecura 
accordingly, where he made the necessary dispositions for 
bis safe removal; thus, being first loaded with chains, Aben 
Ornar was carried, under a strong guard, to Cordova. 

Through whatever place the captive passed he was assailed 
with insults by the populace, and even Abu Becar Ben 
Abdelaziz condescended so far as to despatch a certain 
Jew, renowned for the swiftness of his course, after the 
prisoner, with a copy of verses which he had made against 
him. These, then, the Jew delivered to the unhappy Aben 
Ornar at Caria Jumin, where it was that he overtook tbe 
cavalcade, in the midst of which the late powerful minister 
was led bound. 

And now, as the ruined man proceeded on bis way, he 
wrote the most submissive petitions to the King Aben 
Abed, sending others to the Infant Obeidallah Arraxid also, 
and entreating that prince to intercede for him with his 
father, who, as he greatly feared, would no sooner hear of 
his arrival than he would command him to be put to death. 
In these last-mentioned letters Aben Ornar said:— 

" I know the right which Aben Abed has to my blood, 
and this gives me fear; but I also believe that he cannot 
have forgotten my services, ñor torn from his heart the 
affection and confidence which I certainly have deserved at 
his bands. On these, then, do I found my hopes."* 

The prisoner arrived in Cordova on a Juma which was 
the sixth day of the moon Begeb, where he was permitted 
to remain for repose but one night, and was even then still 
kept loaded with his chains. On the following day he was 
taken forth and conveyed to Seville, seated on an ass, and 
surrounded by a huge number of guards on foot and horse-
back. The cavaliers who commanded the escort are said by 
some writers to have worn black armour and clothing; they 
are furthermore reported to have awaited the arrival of 
night before entering Seville; but others inform us that 

* This passage is in the Arabio at once so elegant and so concise, that 
I have not been able to render it in a manner which does justiceto tlie 
original.— Conde. 
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they made their entry with their prisoner some short time 
after mid-day; and these add, that a vast body of people 
came forth to gaze on the once great man in his distress, 
when the populace met him with insults, and rejoiced aloud 
in his downfall. He was finally taken to the royal palace 
and confined in a dark retired apartment, of which Aben Abed 
himself retained the keys. " The guard who had brought 
him to the city," according to certain of the ancient autho-
rities, " had no sooner resigned their charge into the hands 
of those belonging to the palace than they retired to make 
the prayer of Alazar,* and oífered their thanksgiving in the 
mosque while still in their black armour and clothing." 

During the course of that same night, Aben Omar re-
quested that a light, with paper and ink, might be brought 
to him, when he was furnished with the means of writing, 
and, in eífect, he wrote some well-expressed and elegant 
verses to the king, which he sent by means of the Iufant 
Arraxid, and wherein he said: " I know, my Lord, the right 
which thou dost hold to my life, but I confide in the love 
which must still remain for me in thy heart, since none can 
knowthe loyaltyofmy service to thee as thou dost knowit, ñor 
can any other man divine the zeal with which I have laboured 
in thy behalf." To these lines King Aben Abed replied in 
verses of the same measure, which he wrote on the reverse 
of tlie paper sent him by Aben Ornar, and wherein he said: 
"Evil are the times which the Eates are announcing to 
Oksonoba and to Xelbe ; deep also is the wail, and bitter are 
the tears that shall pour from the eyes and heart of thy 
hapless mother, even Semsa; profound shall be the sorrows 
of her inheritance and lasting the grief of her age." 

Aben Omar was visited in his prison by the Infant 
Obeidallah Arraxid, who admired him for the brilliancy of 
his genius. He likewise received the visits of the Alimes, 
Iza Alestad Abul Hegiag and Muhamad Aben Ahmed, with 
those of Abu Becar Ben Zeidun, and other men of distinction, 
who were yet by no means well aftected towards his interests. 
Aben Omar had at first believed that the king was some-
what moved by his supplications, and had even received 
intimation to the effect that his life was not to be taken; 

* Alazar: afternoon. 
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but those visitors, who were his enemies, now gaye him to 
understand that Aben Abed had determined on his death; 
wherefore the prisoner uttered yery bitter complaints to the 
Infant Obeidallah, and said to him: " My Lord, I now per-
ceive that my fate is determined, and the cióse of my destiny 
has become clearly manifest to me. The malignant winds 
of envy and hatred have carried down the light airs of life 
and joy which Muleyna* was breathing. Yesterday my 
sovereign did not propose to deprive me of life, but to-day 
he does but extend my hours that he may the better decide 
by what mode of torment be can put an end to them in the 
manner most pleasing to my enemies." 

And in effect, after this visit of the Alimes, those men 
found means to excite the anger of Aben Abed so violently 
against his captive, that he burst into the apartment where 
he was confined in a fit of rage, and struck off the head 
of Aben Omar with his own scimitar. Speaking of this 
matter, Abdel Gelil Ben Wahbon affirms that there was no 
man whose eyes were seen to shed a tear for the departed 
statesman, ñor was there a voice upraised to say, "Le t 
there come a withering to the hand of the slayer!" Such, 
then, was the reward of the artifices and crooked policy to 
which Aben Omar had devoted those abilities wherewith it 
had pleased Allah to endow him. His death took place at 
the commencement of the year 479. 

And now, as Aben Abed, King of Seville, perceived that 
Alfonso Ben Berdeland, not content with having obtained 
possession of Medina and Toledo, was pouring his victorious 
troops over the land, impetuous as winter floods that descend 
from the mountains, and as he found, moreover, that the 
King of Gallicia was occupying all the plains which are 
watered by the Tagus, he thought it now time to put an 
end to those aggressions, since he greatly dreaded the 
aggrandizement of the Christian king, who liad already 
made himself master of many towns and fortresses, such as 
Maglit,f Maquida and Gruadilhijara, which he had seized 

* Muleyna: Hope.—TR. 
+ Maglit. This is considered by some of the authorities to be 

Madrid; and the mention liere made of that city is believed to be the 
first occurring in history.—TE. 



A.D. 1 3 8 6 . ] CHBISTIAN A U X I L I A M E S I N SPAIN. 2 0 3 

without fínding any forcé to resist him. He therefore wrote to 
Alfonso, requiring that he should desist from his attacks on 
the remaining territory of Toledo, and should content him-
self with that city; thus fulfilling the promises which he 
(Alfonso) had made to the King of Seville when they had 
formed their treaty of alliance. 

To this the King of Gallicia replied that he was still 
ready to perform all that he had promised, and in proof of 
this declaration he sent Aben Abed five hundred cavaliers 
to assist him in his attempts on Granada. He furthermore 
assured his ally that he had forgotten no part of his com-
pact, but was prepared to" march a select body of cavaliers, for 
the service of the King of Seville, into Andalusia; but he 
added that the towns he had taken were his own and those 
of the King of Valencia, who was also his friend and ally. 
For so did Alfonso now cali Xahye Ben Almamun, although 
the latter was in faot the compelled tributary and vassal of 
the Christian king. 

The body of cavalry thus announced did, in fact, enter 
Andalusia, all clothed in their armour of iron; and being 
considered the auxiliarles of Aben Abed, they met no resist-
ance, but remainefl during three days before the gates of 
Seville, after which they returned 'to Xiduna, where the 
king then was. 

Much amazed at the sight of this forcé, Aben Abed then 
spoke with the Christian commanders, whom he ordered to 
return to their master, declaring that he was about to make 
peace with the King of Granada, and required no further 
succours against him. But in his secret mind Aben Abed 
had already begun to meditate the ruin of Alfonso Ben 
Ferdeland. The Christians therefore returned within their 
borders, but they devastated the lands of Toledo on their 
line of march, made prey of all the flocks they could find, 
and led captive such women and children as they could get 
into their liands. 

Aben Abed then wrote to the Kings of Granada, Almería 
and Algarve, proposing to them that an assembly should be 
held for the discussion of such matters as concerned the 
defence of the state and the common weal of all the Moslemah 
of Spain ; whereupon it was agreed that a congress or junta 
of Cadies should be assembled at Seville; the King of 
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Granada sending his Cadilcoda, and the sovereign of Badajoz 
his Cadi, Abu Ishac Ben Mokina. Abu Giaffar of Alcoba 
was the ambassador of Granada. The Vizier Abu Becar 
Mohamed arrived from Cordova with Abdallah Ben Zeidun; 
Abul Walid of Beja likewise appeared. All these Cadies 
assembled in the Aljama of Seville, where they were joined 
by the Cadi of that city. . 

Now the opinion of Abu Becar Ben Adahim was expressed 
to the effect that they should write to Jusef Ben Taxfin, 
Prince of the Almorávides, whose ñame, and his conquests in 
Africa, had become higbly celebrated in Spain, ñor was there 
any one of the asseinbly who opposed himself to this opinion, 
with the solé exception of Zagut, the Wali of Malaga, who 
declared that to invite the conqueror of Mauritania into 
Spain was not advisable. He added that Jusef Ben Taxi fin 
might very probably destroy the power of Alfonso, but that 
he would then almost certainly place chains on themselves 
which they might afterwards find it difñcult to break. He 
declared that if they were all of good faith and would 
cordially unite, with no other object than the true interest 
of religión, they would without doubt obtain the blessing of 
God, by whom they would be aided in the conquest of their 
common enemy, the Christian King of Gallicia, who had 
owed his aggrandisement solely to their own discord and 
divisions. The Cadi concluded by saying: " Be united, and 
you cannot fail to be conquerors; but do not sufter the 
ancient dwellers on the sandy deserts of Africa to plant 
their feet on the pleasant fields of Andalusia and Valencia." 
But this advice was not followed; on the contrary, Zagut 
was treated as a bad Mosleman, and as one not in commu-
nion with those of the Paith. 

The King of Seville, Aben Abed, now desiring to gain the 
good-will of the King of Algarve, demanded the band of a 
beautiful daughter of that sovereign in marriage, and a 
treaty of peace was formed between those monarchs ; while 
Omar Ben Alaftas, King of Badajoz, was charged to write 
letters, in the ñame of all the Ameers of Spain represented 
in that assembly, requesting the Prince of the Almorávides to 
pass into Spain for the purpose of restraining the pride of 
King Alfonso, who was casting thunders and lightnings 
around him, which were threatening the total ruin of Islam. 



A . D 1 0 8 6 . ] O R I G I N O E T H E A L M O R A V I D E S O V E R E I G N S . 2 0 5 

Ambassadors were then appointed, who were to be the 
bearers of these missives into the land of Mauritania. 

C H A P . I X . — O F THE ALMORÁVIDES, AND THEIR WARS IN AERICA. 

AND now, since the Almorávides and their princes became 
m a s t e r s o f Spain, it will not be inopportune here to give a short 
notice of that Moorish people, with a sketch of the origin of 
their most famous conquests ; which were, in fact, the cause of 
their admission into Andalusia. We will first describe the 
origin of the Multimines, or Almorávides of the tribe of 
Lamta, who came from the Desert which extends along the 
east of Africa, with their General, Abu Bekir ; whose 
origin we will also declare in this place, together with the 
causes which moved him to leave the Desert, and the manner 
in which he rose to the government of the tribes, thus giving 
rise to a new and powerful empire on the coasts of Africa; 
those lands, namely, which lie on the hither side of the 
Mountains of Daren, and which the ancients called 
Mauritania. 

The Cabila, or Family of the Multimines, derived its origin 
from a tribe of still higher antiquity, called the Lamtuna, from 
the ñame of their first known ancestor, who was called 
Lamtu. He was the kinsman of Gudala and Mustafa, who 
were both chiefs and progenitors of the tribes that bore 
those ñames. These men made boast of their descent from 
another yet more ancient and noble tribe, called that of 
Sanhaga, of the oíd blood of Humair, which was that of the 
first kings of Yemen, or Arabia Félix, where their ancestors 
dwelt, without deigning to mingle their race with that of the 
men of Barbary, ñor ever permitting their daughters to 
enter the families of the latter, by marriage with their sons. 

The tribe of Sanhaga departed for Yemen and retired into 
the Desert, in consequence of certain wars, the result of 
which must otherwise have been to compel them to that 
mingling of races, and communion with the men of Barbary, 
to which they were not content to submit. Being poor, 
they used but one piece of clothing, yet this sufficed to wrap 
the whole person; and other writers than those we have 
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hitherto followed have even declared tliat from this vestment, 
which was Called Lamt, was derived the Cabila denomination 
of the Multimines, and not from that of their forefather 
Lamtu or Lamta, as the authors first consultecl affirm. Yet 
the assertion that they drew their appellation from the ñame 
of their progenitor of the older times is the more satis-
factorily authentieated, as well as the more probable 
relation. 

These tribes did not dwell in cities, ñor had they any 
fixed abiding place, but wandered through various parts of 
the African deserts with their camels and tents, which they 
removed as the seasons demanded, and as the requirements 
of time and place made needful. They thus went wandering, 
as chance directed, from province to province and from 
country to country, until they finally made their abode in 
the deserte of Africa: in that part namely which men cali 
the Upper, or Interior Africa, and the cause whereby they 
were subsequently induced to abandon those deserts is 
related by their historians in the following terms. 

They tell us that a man named Yahye Ben Ibrahim, of 
the Cabila of Grudala, having proceeded in pilgrimage to the 
citv of Mecca in Arabia, paid a visit on his retijrn to that 
of "Cairvan, which is at the distance of three days' journey 
from Tunis, and to the south of the last-named city. Ilere 
Yahye Ben Ibrahim, as he delayed for some time to examine 
the remarkable objects presented by the place, its Aljamas, 
its schools, and other institutions of similar character, 
met an Alfaki of the Aljama, who was called Abu Amram, a 
native of the city of Fez, and conversing with this man, the 
Faki inquired of the pilgrim from what land he had come, 
to what nation he belonged, and to which of the four ortho-
dox sects of Islam he wras attached. The pilgrim replied 
that the people of his country possessed neither science ñor 
letters, and had scarcely any religión, still less the knowledge 
of those sects whereof the Alfaki had spoken; he added 
that the tribes of his people lived entirely apart from the 
intercourse of cultivated men, that they dwelt in the midst 
of deserts, and saw nothing more exalted than herdsmen or 
a few wandering merchante, whose solé _ learning con sisted 
in buying and selling and increasing their gains. But that 
notwithstanding all this, the dwellers in his land and those 
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abiding in other parts of the desert were not so barbarous 
and ferocious but that they desired to learn things useful, 
and would fain know something of letters and religión, 
being for the most part of good dispositions and very gentle 
of heart, despite the rustic simplicity of their manners. 
Yahye Ben Ibrahim concluded by begging the Faki Abu 
Amram to consider if he had not some one among his 
disciples who might be willing to go with him into the 
deserts, there to instruct the people of his country. 

Abu Amram replied that he would do what he could in 
the matter, and did in effect propose it to his disciples; but 
there was not one among them who was found willing to do 
as the pilgrim desired; whether because of the distance 
between Cairvan and the Desert into which they were 
required to go, or because they dreaded the perils and difii-
culties of a way so little known, and which a task so arduous 
presented, we do not fínd deduced. 

Yahye Ben Ibrahim was now about to take his way to the 
Desert and leave Cairvan, but before his departure Abu 
Amram gave him certain accounts of a Faki called Abu Izag, 
who lived in the kingdom of Suez, in the land of Almagreb, 
and was greatly venerated by the Moslemah for his learning 
and the purity of his life; insomuch that he would doubtless 
have influence enougli to fínd among his disciples such a 
teacher for his people as the pilgrim desired and as those 
dwellers in tbe desert needed. Abu Amram furthermore 
supplied the prilgrim with letters of recommendation to 
that Alfaki of Suez, requesting him to promote the wishes 
of Yahye Ben Ibrahim with what diligence he could. 

The pilgrim then departed, and presenting his letters to 
Abu Izag, he was very well received by that Alfaki, who 
assisted him to termínate the affair in question as he desired, 
and gave him a master for his people in whom he, Abu Izag, 
had much confidence. This was Abdallah Ben Yasim, who 
had studied the sciences at Andalusia for seven years, and 
was a man of great learning and distinction; ñor did he 
refuse his concurrence in the work proposed, but set forth 
with Yahye Ben Ibrahim, and they arrived in due time at that 
part of the desert wherein the tribe of Gudula was making 
its abode. The master was there very cordially welcomed 
by all the Cabila; he soon saw himself surrounded by some 
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seventy Xeques of the most noble in the land; and as the 
nation* was of honourable and humane dispositions, these 
men all held their learned teacher in the highest esteem, 
treating him with as much consideration as they would have 
done had he been the lord and father of them all. 

At length Abdallah perceivéd himself to be in so much 
authority with them that he ventured to command tlio 
arming of the tribe, and sent them forth to make war on a 
neighbouring Cabila, which was no other than that of 
Lamtuna. His commands were obeyed with ready submis-
sion, and the people acquitted themselves so valorously, 
that they compelled the Lamtunas also to acknowledge the 
authority of their Xeque and master, Abdallah Ben Yasim. 
In like marmer, and with the same bravery and good fortune, 
did they subsequently bring to his obedience all the other 
Cabilas of the Desert, greatly increasing the power and 
reputation of the Xeque thereby, as they did likewise the 
importance of their own tribe of Gudula. "Fin all y, the 
learned teacher, Abdallah Ben Yasim, was considered to be the 
sovereign of that tribe, as he was of the tribe of Lamtuna, 
seeing that the Ameer of the Lamtunies, Abu Yahye Zacaria 
Ben Omar, had declared himself his disciple, following the 
counsels of Abdallah Ben Yasim, whether for peace or war, 
and doing nothing without his approbation. 

At no great distance from the tract of country occupied 
by the Cabila of Lamtuna, there was a rude and wild district 
consisting principally of a chain of hills, within whose 
asperities there dwelt certain barbarians who were acquainted 
with no religión, and whom the Xeque Abdallah Ben Yasim 
desired to instruct; but they despised his teaching, and paid 
no regard to his admonitions ; whereupon the Xeque com-
manded that unsparing war should be made on those recu-
sants; and he committed the conduct thereof to the people 
of Lamtuna, who performed his behests with a ready obe-
dience, which was fully equalled by the bravery and constancy 
of their demeanour in the battles which ensued. 

The Chief, or King of Lamtuna, Abu Zucaria Yahye, went 
forth against the Hill-people with a thousand cavaliers of 
his Cabila, and after many skirmishes engaged them in a 
battle which proved to be a very obstínate and perilous 
contest. The tribe of Lamtuna were a light and active, but 
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very powerful and robust race: excessively bold, and well 
inured to the hardships and exercises of war, they were 
kept in the constant practice of the same by their almost 
perpetual struggles with those barbarians of the hills 
already mentioned, and with other Cabilas who were their 
enemies. They knew how to range their troops in order of 
battle, and were accustomed to place in the foremost ranks 
of their infantry, men who used very long lances, which they 
fixed in the earth; these foot-soldiers were so resolute and 
proud that, according to Abu Oveid of Bejer, they were 
never known to tura their backs on the enemy in any battle, 
and would always rather die where they stood, than give way 
or yield a foot of ground to the foe. They would never fly, 
however vast the multitude of the enemy opposed to them; 
and this unflinching courage, with their brave determination 
to conquer, enabled them almost always to make a terrible 
carnage among the ranks of the foe, insomuch that in these 
wars with the barbarians, the latter ever lost many more 
of their numbers in contest with the foot-soldiers than with 
the cavalry. At a word, the tribe of Lamta remained master 
of the field on this occasion as on many others, compelling 
the men of the hills to fly in much disorder, when the victors 
plundered their tents, and divided among themselves such 
spoil as they found therein. 

This victory cost the Lamtunas a large number of their 
men, and the Xeque Abdallah Ben Yasim, remarking the 
courage and steadiness which they displayed in the fight, 
bestowed on those of the tribe of Lamtuna the ñame of 
Murabitines or Almorávides ; that is, Men of G-od, or such 
as have given themselves spontaneously and of free will to 
the service of Allah. Considering further the undaunted 
bravery and steady persistence with which the men of Lam-
tuna sustained all the hardships incidental to warfare, 
Abdallah began to think that, with the care and ability 
which he for his part could bring to the guidance of such 
warriors, he might be able to make himself master of all 
Mauritania and the lands of Almagreb. "Wherefore, to 
excite at once their vanity and courage, with the intent 
to lead them to the attempt which he desired to make, 
Abdallah Ben Yasim addressed them as follows: — 

" Oh noble Almorávides of Lamtuma, yours is the gift of 
V O L . I I . p 
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an invincible constancy, and ye have even now conquered 
all oar enemies. If, then, ye would solemnly devote your 
energies to the service of God, and to the extensión of his 
holy Law, I see well that you would readily overcome all the 
difficulties that might present themselves, and would quickly 
east behind your backs whatever obstacles you might fin'd 
011 the glorious and laudable path which you must tread to 
ensure that Paradise which is the certain reward of all who 
labour for the Law, and which could not fail to crown your 
good works." 

Having thus disposed the hearts of his people to listen to 
his counsels, the Xeque Abdallah soon persuaded them, by 
the amenity of his words and by the promise of future 
happiness, to depart for the deserts, and make war on the 
men of Barbary, who were their neighbours. They speedily 
rendered themselves masters of Sigilmesa, Dara and other 
provinces belonging to the Ameers of Magaraba, who were 
princes of the tribe of Zeneta, which was then governed by 
Mesuad Ben Banud Ben Hiazron Ben "Falful Alazari. 

The people of Lamtuma, led on by their King, the vic-
torious Abu Yahye Zacaria, were joined by those of TJsafa 
and Arafa, when they commenced a war on Mesuad Ben 
Banud, from whom they took the province of Magaraba, in 
their first campaign. That district conquered, they passed 
on to the territory of Dara, of which they likewise made 
themselves masters. But in a sanguinary encounter which 
the tribe of Lamta had with that of Gudala, Abu Yahye 
Zacaria died, fíghting as a good soldier should do ; yet even 
this did not prevent his people from obtaining the victory. 

The brave Abu Yahye Zabaria being thus slain in battle 
by those of the Cabila of Gudala, the Xeque Abdallah, by 
his sovereign authority, elected and named Ameer, a brother 
of the dead chief, called Abu Bekir son of Omar, who was 
the son of Tarkit, of the tribe of Zanhaga, and of the ancient 
blood of Zohair, who was very well received by the people of 
Lamtuna, from whom he received the oath of allegiance, as 
he did also from those of Sigilmesa and Dara. The new 
Ameer Abu Bekir then passed on towards the district 
of Masamuda, which is on the opposite declivities of the 
mountains of Daren : there he chose the lands of Agmat, 
Cilana, and Ezinira, as a commodious abidkig-place for his 



A.D. 1 0 8 6 . ] OF THE AHEER ABU BEKIR. 2 1 1 

people; who sat themselves down there in the year of the 
ílegira 450.* 

Ñow the principal inhahitants of the country, submitting 
themselves to his obedience, had gone forth to meet Abu 
Bekir, and that ruler fixed his abode in the city of Veriquia, 
where he dwelt in company with his Imanm or Xeque, 
Abdallah Ben Yasim. But the latter could not rest 
without attempting new conquests; and although he ap-
peared to advise the making of these acquisitions for Abu 
Bekir, it was in fact for himself that he designed the benefit, 
since the real power and sovereignty were in truth yested in 
bis person, and the essential forcé of the government lay in 
the hands of the Imaum Abdallah, the appearance of 
authority being all that was left to Abu Bekir. I t chanced, 
then, that as Abdallah, having made an incursión on the 
district of Tamisna, was seeking to subject the natives of 
that tract to his rule, he found himself received by those 
men, who were Moslemah, in a manner very diíferent from 
bis previous experience as respected other nations ; nay, in 
the predatory visit he then made to them, they struck him 
through with a lance, and he died. 

The King Abu Bekir felt much grief for the loss of his 
Imaum, but he was crafty enough to secure to himself the 
possession of the whole authority which he had before 
divided with the Teacher; he made himself master of the city 
of Agmat, in Yeriquia, and by degrees contrived to obtain 
the unquestioned lordship of the whole district, to the 
diíferent parts of which he sent his governors and adminis-
trators, retaining the inhabitants in his obedience by the 
fears which he mspired, seeing that his forces were con--
stantly mcreased by new arrivals from the deserts, and were 
always maintained by him in well-appointed and formidable 
hands. Nay the number of the warriors became at length 
so great that it surpassed that of the inhabitants, and in tbe 
year 460 it was found that the people had no longer space 
wherein to abide, when a change became indispensable. 

Then the Xeques and principal inhabitants presented 
themselves to the King Abu Bekir, describing the diffi-
culties that all were enduring from that cause, and declarino-, 

• A.D. 1058. 
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in the ñame of the commonwealth, that these difficulties, 
becoming every day more pressing, could no longer be sup-
ported- The King replied, saying, that their complaints were 
just, and that since they found their present dwelling-
place too closely confined, and their abode therein too 
incommodious, they would do well to choose a convenient 
site whereon they might build another city, in which they 
with his people could dwell without restraint. 

The Xeques considering that this reply was not unsatis-
factory, proceeded to the selection of a site, and having 
unanimously agreed on a place, called Eilana or Heimara, 
they carne to make known their decisión to Abu Bekir, to 
whom they said, " Oh Ameer, we have now discovered a 
convenient place, and have chosen it according to thy 
desire and our own: it is in the district of Eilana, and there 
will we build our city." 

The King Abu Bekir Ben Omar then mounted his horse, 
and followed the guides, with whom went forth all the 
people, whether of the Multimines or Masamudes, then 
dwelling on the further side of the mountains of Daren. 
They thus arrived altogether at a grove and plain, on 
which now stands the city of Marruecos,* but where 
was then no other inhabitant than the lions, tigers, moun-
tain goats, ostriches, and other animals such as are wont to 
be found in desert-places, seeing that the plain then brought 
forth nothing but the buckthorn, wild bay-tree, and other 
uncultivated shrubs. But with all this the site pleased the 
king, who perceived it to have many qualities rendering it 
proper for the foundation of a city; as, for example, an abun-
dance of pasture for the flocks that must feed around, with 
a fresh coolness rendering the air very agreeable. 

They soon began to trace out the future streets and 
squares for markets, plans for houses and public build-
ings were also drawn, and the assembled people set 
joyfully to work at the necessary preparations. But no 
man yet thought of surrounding the new city with a wali 
and towers, these having been afterwards erected by Aly 
Hassan, seeond king of the Almorávides, as we shall relate 
hereafter. The first visit of the King Abu Bekir¿to the 

* Morocco. 
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spot on which lie foimded the city of Marruecos was in the 
year 462* 

Abu Bekir was thus employed in the commencement of 
his new city and the principal edifíces thereof, when he 
received intelligence from the Cabila of Lamtuna to which 
he belonged, to the effect that the Cabila of Grudala, with 
which his own had been at feud from oíd times, had sallied 
forth against the Lamtunies, in whose territories they were 
making grievous ravages. The messengers added that the 
enmity 011 both sides had increased to so fierce a hatred as 
to leave small prospect of the war being terminated in any 
other manner than in the extermination of one or other 
of the contending Calibas, dúdala or Lamtuna. 

These accounts caused much sorrow to King Abu Bekir, 
who saw himself compelled to abandon the occupation which 
then employed him; he appointed as his successor and 
lieutenant in the place, a cousin of his own, who was called 
Juzef Ben Taxfinf Ben Ibrahim Ben Tarkit Ben Wez-
taktir Ben Mansur Ben Misala Ben Tamim Ben Bagali. 
l ie was of the Cabila of Zanhaga, and the ancient blood of 
Homair, and in the person of his grandfather Ibrahim Ben 
Tarkit were united the two branches of the family whence 
proceeded the first Ameers, his predecessors, as already 
mentioned,—Abu Yahye Zacaria namely, and Abu Bekir. 

The Ameer Abu Bekir then divided his whole forcé into 
three parts: with two of these he proceeded by forced 
marches to the succour of his Cabila of Lamtuna, and left the 
third in Sus Alaksa, to guard the site of the new city, under 
the command of his cousin Juzef Ben Taxfin Abu Jacob. 

CIIAP. X.—OF THE CALIPHATE OF JUZEF BEN TAXFIN. 

IT will now be desirable that we should give a just idea of 
the character of this Caliph. Juzef Ben Taxfin Ben Ibrahim 
Ben Tarkat Ben Mansur Ben Misala Ben Watmeli Ben 

* A.D. 1070. 
+ Taxfin, Texfin, or Taxifin ; these forma of the ñame being used in-

differently by the same authors. 
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Talmeit, was a descendant of the noble race of Homair of 
Zanhaga, while the mother that bore him was of Lamtuna: 
she was called Fatima, and was a daughter of Ornar Ben 
Syr Ben Abi Bekir Ben Yahye Ben Wah Ben Wataktir. 
The complexión of Juzef Ben Taxfin was a dark brown, but 
he had comely features, and was of good stature, although 
his figure wras slight; bis eyes were large and brilliant, they 
were also well opened; he had strong and bushy eyebrows; 
his beard was handsome; the moustache of his upper lip 
turned back, and was not so dark as his hair. He had a 
pleasing voice, and to these, his external qualities, he addecl 
a kind heart and generous mind. Juzef Ben Taxfin was a 
just and prudent governor of his people, brave and for-
midable to his enemies; in war he was ever mindful of the 
security and defence of his states, and was renowned on his 
frontiers for the bold determination with which he repelled 
all aggression. A lover of war, which he conducted with 
infinite intelligence and much good fortune, he had, never-
theless, the most valuable qualities of a peaceful ruler. He 
was liberal in the extreme to others, although grave and 
austere in his own habits, paying no regard to the decora-
tion of his person, and wearing only the simplest vestments, 
but adjusting these with the utmost propriety, and with a 
rigid attention to cleanliness. He was exceedingly tem-
perate and moderate in the enjoyment of pleasure, in what-
ever form, mild in demeanour and gentle in conversation. 
The fact that Allah had created him for great things was 
nevertheless manifest in his whole person, which suited well 
with the destiny of him who was to bring over to Islam so 
large a part of the world. The vestments of Juzef Ben 
Taxfin were of wool, ñor did he ever use any of other 
textures; his food was bread and the flesh of camels, or 
other powerful animals, but he ate only in very small quan-
tities, and never in his life was he known to complain of the 
mode of preparation of the meats set before him, or of the 
quantity and quality of the same. He was of a most equal 
temper, and in all his days had never endured any sickness, 
until that malady had declared itself, by the agency whereof 
it pleased God to remove him to the enjoyments and re-
compenses of another life : in his case these last were 
without doubt very glorious, since he had constantly 
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laboured for the propagation of Islam, and had caused the 
knowledge and adoration of the power of Allah to he 
extended through many lands. By means of Juzef Ben 
Taxfin the praises of God were made to sound in Spain as 
well as in Almagreb, from more than one thousand Almin-
bares and nine hundred Alminars. The empire of this 
sovereign extended over widely separated regions, his 
authority being acknowledged from Medina Fraga, near the 
confines of Afranc—which is France—and the extreme east 
of Spain, even to the ultímate limits of Santería and Alisbona, 
which lie on the shores of the Great Ocean, or to the west 
of that country, comprising a length of more than three 
and thirty days' journey, with a width of almost equal extent. 

In the "West of Africa the dominions of Juzef Ben Taxfin 
were also wide, extending from Gezira Becri Margata to 
Tangiers, nay even to the extremity of the ulterior Negritia, 
and to the Gold Mountains in the land of the blacks. All 
this without the interposition of any power or lordship 
opposed to or distinct from his own, for Juzef Ben Taxfin 
had none such in all his states. 

The commands of this monarch and the enforcement of 
his will were ever in harmony with the voice of God, and in 
conformity with the sacred injunctions of his law. In the 
tributes and contributions which he exacted, Juzef held cióse 
to the legal restrictions and traditionfe of Islam, as he did in 
respect to the burthens which he laid on the Infidels, accord-
ing to the terms in which each had made his submission. 
"With the utmost liberality there was nevertheless so exact 
.an order and so wise an economy in all his regulations, that 
after the death of this Caliph the sum of three hundred 
thousand arrobas* in silver was found in his treasury, with 
five thousand and forty arrobas in gold, all in doubloons. 
l ie administered his states with the most impartial justice, 
but that justice was tempered by mercy. Kind and friendly 
towards all beneath his sway, he more particularly honoured 
and showed respect to the Alfakees and Alimies,t whom he 
admitted to his most intímate society, and whose counsels 
he followed in all his resolves, affixing a high valué to their 

* The arroba is a weiglit of somewhat more than 2 lbs. avoirdupoise, 
t Priests and learned men. 



216 D O M I N I O N OF T H E A 1 J A B S I N S P A I N . [ A . D . 1081-2. 

words, and listening with care and profit to the opinions of 
those pious and learned persons. He was of sonnd under-
standing and excellent disposition; modest and humble, all 
the virtues appearedto have been accumulated in his person, 
and, as was well remarked by the accomplished Doctor 
Muhamad Aben Amid, it seemed that in him each of these 
virtues was labouring in emulation with the others to ascer-
tain which of them should arrive at the highest perfection * 

Juzef Ben Taxfin was born at Yelad Sahara in the year 
400, and his death took place in the year 500; so that he 
attained the age of one hundred years. He passed the 
greater part of his life in Almagreb, and abode there more 
especially from the time when he succeeded to his cousin, 
the Ameer Abu Bekir Ben Omar, to the destined moment 
when the latter departed to the mercy of God, which was a 
period of forty-three years; but he then remained in Anda-
lusia, from the period when he deprived the Ameers of Spain, 
more especially the King of Granada, Abdallah Ben Balkin, 
of their sovereignty, until his own departure from life, 
which was a period of seventeen years, as we shall show 
hereaffcer. His principal Vizier or chancellor was his son-in-
law, Syr Ben Abi Bekir, and the sons who succeeded him 
after íiis death were Temin, Abu Bekir, Liman, Ibrahim, 
Cuba, and Balda. 

From the moment when Juzef Ben Taxfin had been left 
in charge of the government and caliphate of Marruecos, 
with that of the provinces of "VVestern Africa, as the Naib 
or lieutenant of his cousin Abu Bekir, he set himself to 
rule those committed to him with infinite prudence and 
ability, soon becoming so perfectly acceptable to the people, 
as well as the army, that he could not but perceive before 
him the prospect of an eventual exaltation to the absolute 
sovereignty of the State, whatever might have been the pur-
poses entertained by his cousin as to the succession. 

The progress of the new city received his particular 
attention, and purchasing a piece of land in the immediate 
vicinity of the same, he then caused his pavilion of skins to 

* It is to be regretted that the life of this ruler does not justify the 
praises here given him, and which would appear to be extracted from 
the eulogistic effusion3 of some contemporary author.—TE. 
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be raised, that he might thus more effectually superintend 
the works, and enforce the necessity of activity among the 
people. And here his first care was to erect a mosque for 
prayer, but that accomplished, he next constructed an 
Alcazaba or small fortress, which was called the Alcazar of 
the Rock: this he destined to contain his arms and prin-
cipal treasures. In the labours of the mosque Juzef Ben 
Taxfin took part in person with his own hands; he prepared 
the clay for the bricks in company with the other labourers, 
thereby presenting an example of zeal and moderation to all 
who surrounded him. May Allah reward every man who 
shall imitate him in works of equal merit! 

And this town, thus commenced, is now the noble city of 
Morocco, standing in a delicious site, with a rich abundance 
of pastures within convenient distance ; a soil yielding fruits 
of every kind, and a plentiful supply of water,—insomuch 
that whoever desires to possess a well has but to dig to a 
slight depth, when he finds a puré and sweet water in suffi-
ciency. The place was thus inhabited even from the first 
by a large number of people, who gladly made their dwell-
ings on a spot so pleasant; they also began to erect the 
waíls, but these were not completé!! in the life of Juzef 
Ben Taxfin; they were finished by his son in the space of 
eight months, and this was done in the year 526, but the 
walls then raised have since that time been much extended 
by his successors in the state, They were more particularly 
enlarged and strengthened by the Ameer Amumenin Abu 
Juzef Jacob Almanzor Ben Juzef Ben Abdelmumin Ben 
Aly Alcumi, Prince of the Almohades, at the time when that 
dynasty made itself master of Almagreb, but the city did 
not cease to be head and chief, the capital and principal 
town of the empire of the Almorávides, while that family 
reigned. Nay, it also retained the supremacy during nearly 
all the time of the Almohade supremacy, and until one of 
the princes of that dynasty removed his court to the noble 
and ancient city of Pez; as we shall see at a more advanced 
period of our history. 

After the lapse of a year from the time when Abu Bekir Ben 
Omar departed from tbe land, Juzef Ben Taxfin had so largely 
increased his power and greatness that on making the review 
of his forces he found no less than forty thousand wrarriors 
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under his command. "With that host he proceeded to "Wadi-
Mulua where he divided his army into fíve parts, four of which 
he committed to the charge of four generáis, who were 
Muhamad Ben Temin Agederati, Amran Ben Zuleyman El 
Mazuki, Modare El Tekleti, and Syr Ben Abi Bekir El 
Lamtuni: to each of if.om he gave the command of five 
thousand men of his OWJL Cabila, furnishing all with exact 
instructions and regulations ..or the conduct of the same in 
the war then to be waged against Almagreb and Magaraba, the 
people of those parts having been incited to opposition of his 
power by the Beni Yaterian and other Cabilas of Barbary. 
The remainder of his forcé he led in person, and in a short 
time he brought the whole land of Almagreb to his obedience, 
subjecting tribe after tribe and province after province, with 
littíe difficulty and no resistance on the part of the dwellers 
therein. Nearly all the Cabilas came readily to proífer 
their allegiance, and entering Medina Agmat, Jusef Ben 
Taxfin there solemnized his nuptials with the beautiful 
Zainab, whom he took from his brother Abu Bekir Ben 
Omar, because he loved her tenderly and perceived that he 
was equally belovecl* 

We find it related of Juzef Ben Taxfin that he once 
bought a large number of slaves, natives of Guinea, who 
were sold to him by certain merchants carrying on trafile 
with the people of Guinea in a city called Gasza, which lies 
deep in the centre of the deserts. I t is furthermore said 
that thesé slaves had in oíd times been Christians, but that 
in their intercourse with the men of Barbary, whether from 
the evils and violence of war, or from some other cause is 
not known, they had gradually lost their religión. Eor the 
furtherance of his plans and the execution of certain pur-
poses which he entertained, Juzef now sent these black 
slaves to the coasts of Andalusia, where he caused them to 
be exchanged against a large number of captive Christian 
boys whom he received from the people of Andalusia. ^ The 
youths thus acquired he then caused to be instructed in the 

* The naiveté with which this notable wrong, committed by a man 
declared to be perfect, is related by the oíd Arabian writers, without the 
slightest intimation of disapproval, is not a little curious, and loses much 
in translation.—TE. 
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Law, and at the proper time he gave them arms, having like-
wise had them carefully instructed in warlike exercises, and 
rendered accomplished horsemen; when he raised them to 
the dignity of knighthood. Thenceforward Juzef Ben Taxfin 
kept two hundred and fifty of their number constantly about 
his person, but selecting those thus distinguished very care-
fully; he accepted only such as displayed the most remarkable 
dexterity in the management of their horses, and the use of 
their arms. He likewise formed a troop of negro youths, 
chosen from the most promising of the slaves purchased as 
above mentioned, to whom he gave arms and horses, 
and of these also he kept a body of two thousand horsemen 
always about him, choosing in like manner those only who 
were remarkable for their dexterity in arms as well as for 
their bravery. 

On the Jews of his states, who were numerous and ricb, 
Juzef Ben Taxfin laid a very heavy tribute, and thereby 
amassed large sums of money, which aided him to extend 
his power. The Tribes and Cabilas acknowledging his rule 
were at length so numerous that, in the year 454, he was 
able to assemble a powerful host, and at that time he 
sounded his trumpets, raised his banners, and having passed 
his forces in review, it was found that he had no less than 
one hundred thousand cavaliers, all men of admirable 
qualities for war; they were chiefly from the tribes of 
Zanhaga, Gezula, Musamada, and Zeneta, with those of the 
Albazases and Arramates, who were equally brave and hardy. 

With this army he departed from Morocco, and directed 
his march towards Pez, when there carne to his encounter 
the Cabilas of that land, from Zuaga, Lamait, Lunait, Sadina, 
Sedrana, Maguila, Behíula, and Mediona, with other tribes 
from many other places, all presenting themselves to the 
battle with extraordinary resolution. The conflict which 
then ensued was a very obstínate and sanguinary one, but 
those Cabilas were defeated by Juzef Ben Taxfin, who routed 
them with horrible slaughter, and all fínally fled. They then 
took refuge for the most part among the fortresses or within 
the walls of Medina Mediona, but the Almorávides forced 
their way into that city sword in hand. The troops sacked 
and plundered the place, in which they put to death four 
thousand men, and having seized the Walies, the conquering 
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army next proceeded to Medina Fez, where their leader, 
Juzef Ben Taxfin, remained until he had subjugated and 
brought to his obedience all the tribes who made their abode 
on those confines. 

The Ameer Abu Bekir, cousin of Juzef Ben Taxfin, had 
meanwhile taken vengeance on the tribe of dúdala, and had 
put an end to the misunderstandings which he had found 
prevailing among his kindred and allies of Lamtuna. These 
things done, he returned to Mauritania in the year 465, and 
approaching Agmat he had not yet entered the city before 
he was informed of the mighty power and aggrandizement 
of his cousin Juzef Ben Taxfin, with the proud thoughts 
entertained by that ruler, and how he had gained the hearts 
of all the people. The Ameer Abu Bekir was furthermore 
made aware of the manner in which Juzef had fortified the 
country, and that he had strengthened himself in such sort 
as clearly to make manifest the truth that he desired to 
have no companion in the empire. 

I t happened, moreover, that certain cavaliers, who had 
gone from the camp of Abu Bekir to see the city of Morocco 
and to mark the progress of the buildings, had returned 
full of admiration at the manner in which Juzef Ben Taxfin 
had made all his arrangements, and of astonishment at the 
marks of prudent foresight, as well as of vast power, which 
they had everywhere perceived. They had also heard 
wondrous things related of the manner in which Juzef pro-
ceeded with his warriors, of the great liberality he displayed 
towards them, and the rich gifts of horses, arms, costly vest-
ments, and slaves, which he frequently made them, with the 
promises and hopes of reward held out to all who entered 
his service. These discourses, describing these things, rang 
through the camp; and the hearers of these relations, as 
well as their narrators, praised all the splendid qualities thus 
attributed to Juzef Ben Taxfin, whom they exalted to the 
skies. 

Hearing all this, Abu Bekir became convinced that the 
ambitious determination of his cousin to retain the sove-
reignty in his own hands was irrevocable. But, although 
he had thus lost all liope of reigning as he had previously 
done in those states, he yet concealed his indignation 
and wrote letters to Juzef, appointing a time for their' 



A.D. 1 0 8 6 . ] INTERVIEW BETWEEN JUZEE AND ABU BEKIR. 2 2 1 

meeting, without expressing any part of the anger which 
he felt. 

The day fixed on having arrived, Juzef Ben Taxfin carne 
forth, surrounded by his large household and a vast crowd 
of slaves, with an army of no inconsiderable strength as his 
escort. He met his cousin in the road-way between Agmat 
and Morocco, each having come about four miles and a half, 
since the distance between the two places is nine miles. 
Abu Bekir and Juzef were both on horseback, and the 
former saluted his cousin with a courtesy which he rarely 
extended to any man. They then both 'alighted, and took 
their seats on an Albornoz or wide mantle of Avoollen stuff, 
which had been extended for that purpose ; from which cir-
cumstance the gronp of trees where this meeting took place 
was thenceforth called " the Grrove of the Albornoz." 

Abu Bekir was greatly amazed at the majesty and regal 
grandeur exhibited by Juzef Ben Taxfin, not only in the 
number of his cavaliers, the order of his squadrons, and the 
división of his tents, b«t also in his person and the expres-
sion of his countenance. At the cióse of the conversation 
which took place between them, Abu Bekir uttered the 
following words, but with a dissembling mind:—" Oh, my 
brother Juzef—for as such I hold thee, since thou art the 
son of my own únele, and our kindred is of so cióse a tie— 
here do I find none who is able to maintain the empire of 
Almagreb as thou canst do ; nay, there cannot be any who 
so well merits to be lord over all as thyself, since to no one 
can that supremacy belong of better r'ight. I t is true that 
I cannot myself remain here—I must return to the desert 
and dwell therein; ñor hath my present coming any other 
end than that of declaring to thee my resolution in that 
matter, and of announcing my will that thou shouldst be 
lord and master of these States; that done, I repair to 
the desert, which is the proper dwrelling of our brethren 
and forefathers." 

To* these words Juzef Ben Taxfin replied with much 
humility, and gave his cousin thanks. The two sovereigns 
then called to their presence the nobles of Lamtuna and 
great personages of the kingdom, with the "Walies and 
Xeques of the Masamudas, with whom were also admitted 
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the Alchatibes and Xuhudes*, accompanied by a certain 
number of the people, in whose presence writings were pre-
pared attesting the cession thus made by Abu Bekir, and 
his voluntary renunciation of the States of Morocco, with all 
the remaining portions of Almagreb, in favour of his cousin 
Juzef Ben Taxfin. That done, all rose, and the witnesses 
were dismissed, yet not without secret pain and regret on 
the part of Abu Bekir, whose apparent satisfaction in the 
arrangement was but feigned,and assembling his attendants, 
he returned with a grieving heart to his pavilion, which had 
been established at Agmat. 

Juzef Ben Taxfiu also departed, taking the way to Morocco, 
with his army and many followers. Arrived at his abode, 
he prepared a rich and distinguished present for his cousin; 
and among other costly rarities, that gift contained the 
objects hereafter enumerated: first were one hundred and 
twenty thousand gold doubloons made of the finest metal 
that could be procured, next came seventy horses of the 
most noble race, twenty-five of this number being covered 
with magnificent caparisons and harness, of which the 
borderings and decorations were of beaten gold ; to these 
were added seventy swords, twenty of which had the handles 
in gold of the finest workmanship, while of the remainder 
the handles were of silver, also richly chased; one hundred 
and fifty carefully-chosen beasts of burden; one hundred 
costly turbans, with four hundred more of the manufacture 
of Sus; one hundred vestments bordered with the finest 
lamb-skins ; two hundred white mantles with borders of 
different colours; one thousand pieces of fine linen for head-
dresses, and two hundred pieces of the finest quality known; 
seven hundred cloaks for outer wear, partly white and partly 
in colours, being such as are used by the tribe of Lamtuna; 
two hundred and fifty vestments of scarlet, and seventy 
mantles of a thick, and yet very fine, stuff, to preserve the 
wearer from the rain: to all this were added twenty feríale 
slaves, all white and of extraordinary beauty, with one hun-
dred and fifty slave-girls, of black complexión, but of choice 
and comely form; ten pounds of aromatic woods from the 

* Xuhudea: men learned in the law. 
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Indies, all of the sweetest and most fragrant odour; five 
packets of the finest Amizcle or musk; two pounds of amber; 
fifteen pounds of camphor and algalia, or the perfume of 
the civet: a large herd of cows, and one of sheep, were 
also in that princely gift, with many loads of wheat and 
barley. 

Abu Bekir is said to have been gratifíed by the ricli present, 
but instantly distributed the whole among the cavaliers 
of his train. He then withdrew to the desert, according to 
some writers, and engaging in a war with the Negro tribes, 
lost his life in that contest, at the end of three years from 
the time here in question. These writers add that his cousin 
Juzef Ben Taxfin paid him the attention of yearly sending 
him a gift of equal valué with the one described above, until 
the time of his death. But there are other authorities who 
relate the cióse of this affair in a different manner, and they 
tell us that Abu Bekir repented him of his abdication, and 
attempting to depose Juzef, was conquered by that prince, 
who took possession of his city and caused him to be put to 
death. They add, that his army then retreated to Medina 
Safar, where they maintained themselves for some time; 
but Juzef finally storming the place, then beheaded the 
chiefs of the council, who were the sons of Mesaud El Me-
garavi, and had made themselves masters of the city and its 
Comarcas. These things accomplished, Juzef Ben Taxfm is 
then declared to have directed his march upon Eez, which 
offered so effectual a resistance, that he had held the place 
closely besieged for an entire year before he could forcé an 
entrance, which he finally succeeded in obtaining in the 
year 455, when he appointeda Wali of the tribe of Lamtuna 
to govern the city in his ñame. 

All being tranquilly arranged in that quarter, Juzef Ben 
Taxfin next proceeded to Velad Cromara, where the "YVali 
had risen in rebellion. This AVali was Mansur Ben Hemad, 
who attempted to liold the town as those of Fez had done; 
but Juzef took it by storm, when he immediately com-
manded that Mansur and his partizans should be "put to 
death. 

In the same year 455, the Ameer Almahedi Ben Juzef El 
Cazneti was proclaimed lord of Velad Mekinesa, but at once 
resigned himself ttf the obedience of Juzef Ben Taxfin, who 
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treated him with infinite generosity, confirming him in his 
lordship, and requiring only that he should serve with 
a eertain number of troops in the war which Juzef Ben 
Taxfin had then undertaken against Velad Almagreb and 
the tribes of the neighbouring Comarcas. 

In pursuance of that agreement, the Ameer Almahedi 
Ben Juzef prepared his people, and went forth, as directed 
by Juzef Ben Taxfin, against Medina Auxa : but when this 
became known to the Magaravi leader, even Temim, son of 
Mansar, the rebel chief of the city of Fez, he became alarmed 
at the great increase of power constantly accruing to Juzef 
Ben Taxfin and the Almorávides, and fearing for his own 
life, he assembled the forces of Magarava, with those of the 
Zenete Cabilas, all which he led forth to the encounter of 
the Ameer Almahedi. 

The hosts met accordingly, and were soon engaged in a 
sanguinary and obstinate battle, wherein Almahedi Ben 
Juzef was defeated and lost his life, dying with sword in 
hand, after fighting with the bravery of a lion: his troops 
were then totally routed and dispersed; which done, Temim 
Ben Mansur cut off the head of Almahedi and sent it to 
El Barqueti, the lord of Cebta, who Avas his father-in-law. 

The defeat and death of their Ameer caused great sorrow 
to the people of Mekinesa, Avho made their mis fortunes 
known to the King Juzef Ben Taxfin, ofiering him at the 
same time the dominion of their country, and inviting him 
to become their sovereign. The proposal was accepted by 
that ruler, wTho immediately despatched a forcé against the 
Magaravi Temim Ben Mansur, lord of Eez, making incur-
sions on his territories, cutting up his fields, and harassing 
his subjects with perpetual inroads. 

But after a eertain time, the lord of Eez perceived that 
his people were becoming weary of the continued attacks 
to which they were subjected, and of the privations which 
were the result. He found the discontent of his subjects 
increase as the numbers they lost in the various skirmishes 
became more and more considerable : they suffered also 
from the want of water ; and their chief determined to make 
a great effort for their release. Gathering whatever forcé 
he could muster from Magarava and Beni Yafarin, he there-
upon sallied forth, with a considerable hostf to try his fortune 
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once more against the rising star of the Almorávides : the 
battle commenced accordingly, and soon became one of 
horrible carnage, wherein the leader, Temim Ben Manser, 
and the greater part of his people, died fighting bravely, as 
good men should do. 

Temim Ben Manser having fallen, his place was taken by 
Alcasem Ben Muhamad Ben Abderahman Ben Ibrahim Ben 
Muza Ben Abi Alafia, El Zenete, who assumed the command 
of the troops and the government of Fez without delay. A 
second battle was then fought on the shores of the Guadi-
sifir; and in that encounter, which was a truly terrible one, 
the Almorávides were totally d feated, the los3 being very 
great on both sides, more especially among the cavalry. 

The news of this disaster were quickly borne to Juzef 
Ben Taxfin, who was then occupied with the siege of Hisn 
Mahedi;* but he at once abandoned his attack on that 
fortress to the care of certain among his generáis, to whom 
he left a body of the Almorávides to continué the same. 
That siege was a wonderfully long one, nine years having 
elapsed before the Almoravide forces entered the place, 
which they did by conditions of surrender in the year 465. 

Juzef himself departed, as we have said, and first repaired 
to Beni Morasan, the "Wali of which place had rebelled, and 
was then with his people in full insurrection. He resisted 
for some time; but Juzef finally defeated him, killed many 
of his partizans, and succeeded in tranquillizing the district. 
The king then proceeded to Eendeleva, and conquered all 
that country: this was in the year 456; and J uzef Ben 
Taxfin, next passing to Velad Barga, entered that city in the 
year 458. 

In the year 460, the same sovereign made the conquest of 
Velad Gomara, from Araif to Tangiers ; andin the year 462 
he directed his march on Medina Eez, before which city he 
sat down with his whole army. The siege was then con-
tinued with great energy, and having finally entered the 
place sword in hand, King Juzef slew all the people of l la-
gar aba whom he found therein, with those of Mekineza, Beni 
Yahfaran, and the Cabilas of Zeneta, not sparing a single 

* The fortress of Magredi. 
YOL. II . R Q 
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life, insomuch that an infinite multitude perished in Medina 
Fez, the streets and squares of the place being filled with 
1 he corpses of the slain. The king likewise put to death 
aore than three thousand men of the Comarcas neighbour-

ing to Fez, with many more from Cairvan, and not a few 
Andalusians, who were also among the defenders. Those 
who had taken flight at an earlier period of the earnage were 
more fortúnate, and made good their escape, directing their 
steps to the confines of Teliman. 

This was the seeond great conquest of Juzef Ben Taxfin, 
whose solemn entrance into the city of Fez took place on 
Thursday, the 2nd day of Giumada Segunda, in the year 
462. He had no sooner obtainecl possession of the place 
than he commanded that it should be forcified, and caused 
the wali to be cast down, by which the Barrio or quarter 
of the Andalusians had originally been separated from that 
occupied by the people of Cairvan, as hath been heretofore 
described, thereby reducing the two Barrios to one large 
piarter or district. He also caused mosques to be con-

atructed in every división of the town ; and if in any great 
street or square there was found to be no mosque, he com-
pelled the inhabitants of the district to build one. Juzef 
Ben Taxfin likewise erected or restored the Aljamas, and 
built exchanges for the merchants, with great Caravanserais 
for the same, and markets for the convenience of all men 
remaining in Fez to see that all these labours were duly 
proceeded with, until the moon of Safer, in the year 463, 
when he departed and repaired to Velad Muluya, where he 
took possession of the fortress called Felat. In the year 
464, the conquering monarch was engaged in extensive pre-
parations with the firm resolve to subjugate the remaining 
parts of Almagreb by forcé of arms; but the Xeques of the 
Zeneta tribe, with those of Masamuda, Gomara, and other 
Cabilas of Barbary, came to submit themselves without 
further contest, proclaiming Juzef Ben Taxfin their lord. 
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C H A P . X I . — O F THE MANNER IN WHICH THE ALMOEAVIDE «TDZEF BEN 
TAXFIN CONTINUED HIS CONQUESTS. 

BY tlieir submission, as above mentioned, the tribes obtained 
their pardon from the victorious sovereign, and he left them 
in the possession of their lands. He now passed through 
all his dominions in Almagreb, accompanied by a large body 
of troops, enquiring into the condition of the people in every 
part, and taking such measures as he found needful for 
ensuring the good government of all: nay, to eífect this 
last-mentioned object ever appeared to Juzef Ben Taxfin 
the most important of his undertakings, and the first duty 
of a prince. 

In the year 465, Juzef obtained possession of the city of 
Aldanah in Velad Tangier, which he took by forcé of arms 
and entered by storm. He also occupied Mount Aloudaun, 
which he took in like manner at this time. In the year 
467, the king made himself master of Glebal Gieza, Beni 
Macoud, and Beni Bahina, where he put to death much 
people. The lands of Almagreb were by his command 
divided into provinces during the course of the same year. 

In the moon of Dylhagia, also of the year 467, the star 
Almekak made its appearance in Almagreb, and was like-
wise seen in the country of Spain. 

Now Juzef Ben Taxfin gave the government of Velad Alma-
greb toYezed Ben Abi Bekir; that of Mudain Mekineza,Velad 
Meklala, and Velad Fezaun, he gave to Omar Ben Zuleiman; 
Medina Fez and its Comarcas he bestowed on Davoud Ben 
Aixa; and Sigilmesa, with Daraa, he entrusted to his own son 
Temim, on whom he furthermore conferred the government 
of Medina Agmat, Morocco, Velad Asous, a part of Velad 
Masamuda, and Velad Temizana. 

I t was at this time that the King of Seville, even 
Muhamad Aben Abed Almutamed, having been jnade 
acquainted with the vast power exercised by Juzef Ben 
Taxfin in Africa, and with the victories obtained by that 
monarch, desired to secure hisfriendship; and this he did the 
more earnestly because it appeared to him that if he could 
prevail on the African prince to occupy the arms of Mu-
hamad Barqueti of Cebta, and those of the rulers in the 
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district of Tangiers, he should himself he thereby enabled to 
complete his conqyests in Andalusia with the greater facility. 
H e therefore wrote letters to Juzef Ben Taxfin, requesting 
his alliance, and exhorting the African sovereign to aid him 
with his power in the defence of Islam; but King Juzef 
replied, that he could not pass into Spain until he had made 
himself master of Cebta and Tangiers ; wherefore, as it was 
precisely the object of Aben Abed that Juzef Ben Taxfin 
should malte war on the lords of those cities and their 
Comarcas, he wrote again to offer assistance in that war, 
promising to attack Muhamad El Barqueti from the coast, 
provided Juzef could come against them froin the desert, 
and so take care that the rulers of Cebta and Tangiers 
should be efíectually surrounded. 

All this was then accomplished as designed, the people of 
Aben Abed, King of Seville, putting to sea as he had pro-
posed, and assisting Juzef Ben Taxfin to occupy the cities of 
Cebta and Tangiers, which he did in the year 470. 

Now for this war of Cebta and Tangiers, Juzef Ben Taxfin 
had summoned to his aid the forces of Jaleh Ben Amran, who 
appearedwith twelve thousand well-selected horsemen of the 
Almorávides, reinforced by twenty thousand men from the 
tribes of Almagreb and Zeneta. When these troops arrived on 
the borders of Tangiers, there went forth to their encounter 
the Hagib, Socra El Barqueti, with such strength as he could 
make. That general was now of great age, he had lived 
more than one hundred years, yet he bravely exclaimed, 
" By Allah ! while I am in life, the trumpets of the Almo-
rávides must not be heard in Cebta." 

The two armie3 met in battle on the banks of the Guadi-
mena, when the confiict, which was a very sanguinary one, 
was maintained with a superhuman valour on both sides; 
but the brave oíd Socra died with his sword in his hand, 
when his troops fell into disorder, and fled routed from the 
field. The Almorávides then continued their march towards 
Tangiers, which they took, but the Hagib Dhialdola Yahye, 
son of the noble Socra, still remained in Cebta. The victory 
obtained in the Guadimena by the troops of Saleh Ben 
Amran was duly made known to Juzef Ben Taxfin, to whom 
that intelligence was highly acceptable. 

In the year 472, Juzef sent his general Mezdeli to make 
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the conquest of Medina Telinzan, and that comniander 
repaired to the city above-named accordingly with twenty 
thousand Almoravide troops. They took the place with 
but little delay, defeating and slaying the Ameer of Telinzan, 
even Yala Ben Yala. That done, Mezdeli returned to 
Morocco, where the King Juzef then was, and into which 
city the successful general entered with his victorious army 
in the year 473. 

In that year the impress stamped on the coined money 
was changed ; Juzef Ben Taxfin then inscribing his own 
ñame thereon. The same year beheld the conquests of the 
cities of Agersif and Melila, with that of the whole terri-
tory of Araif; Medina Tekrur was also taken at this time, 
when tbe walls were razed and the city destroyed; ñor was 
it ever again rebuilt. 

At the commencement of the year 474, the city ofWahida 
rebebed against the power of Juzef Ben Taxfin ; but it was 
taken by storm. In this year the king likewise subjugated 
the lands and tribes of Beni Barnetin, when he beheaded 
the Xeques who had been the leaders of the conquered 
Cabilas. He then proceeded against Telidzan, which he 
took for the second time. That conquest was followed by 
those of Medina Tunis and Medina "Wahran, with that of 
Grebal Gruacasris and all the east country, even to Gezair. 
After this the King Juzef Ben Taxfin returned to Morocco, 
which city he entered in the moon of Eebie Segunda, of tbe 
year 475.* 

In the same year, Juzef once more received letters from 
Almutamed Aben Abed, King of Seville, wherein that 
sovereign entreated his assistance, and sought to obtain his 
friendship ; when Juzef promised to pass into Spain so soon 
as he had freed his liands from the war of Cebta, with which 
they were then occupied. 

I t was at this time that Alfonso Ben Ferdeland,t King 
of the Christians, directed his march against Andalusia, into 
which country he poured an immense host of warriors 
gathered from the Infidel bands of Afranc (which is France) 

* A D. 1082: or, as other computators have it, 1085. 
t Ferdinand; whom the Arabio authors cali indifferently Ferdiland, 

Ferdeland, and Ferdanun. 
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their troops having joined those of Galelikia* and Castille, 
as bal also the banners of the Albakenses, who are the 
dwellers at the foot of those monntains which sepárate Spain 
from the land of Afranc. With these forces Alfonso took 
his way towards Saragossa, burning the towns through which 
he passed, cutting up the cultivated fields, and putting the 
inhabitants of all to the edge of the sword. The people fled 
before his troops in terror, and on every side there aróse 
the wail of death and desolation, seeing that Alfonso Ben 
Eerdiland spared the life of noue but those who were unable 
to oppose him. The brave King of Saragossa was unable to 
resist this torrent; and all Spain now beheld itself inundated 
by the furious bands of the Infidel, who were led on by 
merciless tyrants, cruelly oppressing the unhappy Moslemah 
of every province in the land. 

When the Ameers of Spain beheld that spectacle, they 
were at length compelled to open their eyes to the true 
state of things, and they perceived but too clearly that 
Alfonso Ben Berdeland would quickly find means to accom-
plish all his designs, unless they on their parts could oppose 
some more efíectual resistance to his forces than they had 
hitherto been able to bring against them. 

We have already related the fact that Abul Walid Albage, 
Cadi of Cordova and Grovernor of that city for Aben Abed 
King of Seville, had invited all the Ameers to send their 
Alimes, Alfakees, and Cadies, from the various Aljamas of 
Spain to a council to be held in the capital of Aben Abed ; 
these ambassadors assembling accordingly in the city of 
Seville, whither they had been convoked by the Cadi of Cor-
dova aforesaid, in concert with his master, Aben Abed the 
king. 

The danger of universal ruin with which they were 
threatened was then discussed between the grave men form-
ing that conference, when all were of opinion that letters 
should be written to every Ameer of Spain, eshorting all 
to the common defence of the c o u n t r y against the Christians, 
and calling upon every ruler to instruct the Walies and 
Alcaides of the cities and fortress on the frontiers, to the 

* G-allic'a. 
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same effect. All replied immediatedly, declaring with one 
accord that a Sacred War must instantly he published among 
the faithful as nndertaken against Alfonso Ben Perdiland; 
but at the same time these Ameers of Spain had so little 
confidence in the efficiency of their own resources, that they 
likewise agreed to send messengers to the Prince of the 
Almorávides, even Juzef Ben Taxfin, entreating him to pass 
over into Spain with a strong body of troops for the pur-
pose of joining with them in the Algihed or Holy War about 
to commence. 

All were of accord as to the necessity for this step, with 
the solé exception of Abdallah Ben Zagut, governor of 
Malaga for Aben Abed, King of Seville, and that Wali 
opposed the same with the utmost constancy, declaring that 
it was not expedient to bring the Almoravide Moslemah into 
Spain, they being a people accustomed only to the sandy 
wastes and deserts of Africa ; he added, that to invite them 
into the land would be equivalent to the admission therein 
of the fiercest lions and tigers produced by those regions; 
that he could not give his trust to those African Moslemah, 
and that if their King Juzef Ben Taxfin did succeed in 
breaking the chains which Alfonso Ben Perdiland was 
fastening around them, yet it was much to be feared that 
the conqueror would then lay others upon them, which they 
might find yet more weighty, and more difficult of removal. 
Abdallah Ben Zagut then exhorted the assembled coun-
sellors to consider in how short a time Juzef Ben Taxfin had 
subjugated the cities of Almagreb and deprived of their 
liberty the numerous tribes of those regions, with all the 
most powerful Cabilas of Alkibla* and Sus Alaksa. l íe de-
clared that the most advisable step to be then taken was, 
for the Spanish sovereigns to form a true and sincere unión 
among themselves, and forgetting the discords which had 
been the one great cause of the ruin by which they were 
menaced, join all their forces in a well-sustained contest 
with Alph'onso Ben Ferdiland; which, if they would do, re-
nouncing all particular interests, and thinking only of the 
common°weal, it was certain that they would prove superior 
to the Christians who were assailing them; nay, would cer-

* Alkibla, or Alquibla: the South. 
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tainly be invincible, provided only tbat every Ameer would 
sineerely support and assist all the others. In conclusión, 
the wise and upright Abdallah reminded his hearers of those 
eontentions which had caused their present woes, aíBrming 
that they all well knew the strife they had occasioned to 
have brought on the decadence of the Mosleman power, aud 
imploring them to let that knowledge now have its due 
weight in their counsels. 

But this prudent discourse was heard with ill-will, and met 
with complete disapprobation. Abdallah Ben Zagut was 
accused of being in confederacy with Alfonso Ben Berdiland; 
the Alimes and Alfakirs declaring him to be a bad Mosleman 
and an enemy of the law. They accordingly excommuni-
cated the noble defender of the truth, and pronounced him 
to be worthy of death. 

The letter of the Ameers was then sent to Ju?ef Ben 
Taxfin without further opposition, Aben Abed affixing his 
¡seal to it for Seville, Badis or Habus Ben Balkin for 
Granada, Omar Ben Alaftas for Badaljos, Yahye Almenoun 
Ben Ismail Ben Dylnoun for Valencia, Moez-Daula for 
Almería, Aben Zeidun, the Wali of Tadmir, for that city, 
with its Comarcas, and Aben Tahir, with other Walies, for 
the remaining provinces. The letter was signed, at a word, 
by thirteen Ameers, all joining to entrfeat with earnest 
prayers that Juzef Ben Taxfin would be pleased to pass into 
Spain and liberate them by his power from the proud 
enemy by whom they were oppressed. The letter further-
more set forth the condition of the country, whose cities it 
described as burnt and destroyed, while the fields were cut 
up, and the fortresses occupied by the Christian foe. The 
latter was furthermore declared to be constantly carrying 
oíf the flower of the Mosleman youth into a hard captivity 
before the eyes of the writers. These words were affirmed 
to be the supplication of all the followers of the Koran, and 
Juzef Ben Taxfin was implored to give ear to the lamenta-
tions of so many unfortunate creatures, and proeeed with 
his conquering hosts, favoured of Allah, to redeem their 
lives, since in his generosity alone could they hope to find 
a certain refuge. 

Now Juzef Ben Taxfin was at Medina Pez when this 
letter was laid before him, and he had there received intelli-
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gence from his son Cilman but a short time previously, to 
the eífect that the latter had taken Cebta, which city he liad 
entered as a conqueror in the moon of Eebie Primera, of the 
year 477. 

These news rejoiced King Juzef greatly, and for that 
reason he received the supplication of the Spanish Ameers 
with the greater pleasure. He determined in his own mind 
to pass the sea and enter Spain from Cebta, after he had 
visited that conquest; but since he was now perfectly tran-
quil and at peace in his own States, he desired first to take 
time for the renewal and increase of his armies, and for the 
due arrangement of other affairs relating to the household 
of his palace and the oíficials of his court. 

In these dispositions Juzef Ben Taxfin was in no liaste to 
reply to the Ameers of Spain; wherefore, though resolved to 
enter ultimately on the Algihed or Holy War, he determined 
to select the moment which might best suit him for doing 
so: he first wrote letters and sent ambassadors into the 
Desert to the various Cabilas of Lamtuna, Musafa, Grádala, 
and others, making known to them how G-od had enriched 
him with new kingdoms in the diíferent parts of Almagreb, 
and how the natives of those lands were obeying and serving 
him with much good will. He described to those African 
Cabilas the excellence and abundant fertility of the country, 
entreating them very warmly to repair to his palace and 
sovereignty, wliere he desired to receive them as his friends, 
and bestow rewards upon the chief among them, as upon 
his own kindred and the members of his family, proposing 
to render them all rich and powerful. He added, that to 
this effect he was reserving for them the most honourable 
employments about his court, in the provinces of his empire, 
and in its various cities, with distinguished commands in his 
armies, to the end that they, being as they were of his own 
people, might aid him to govern the states which Grod had 
confided to his rule. _ 

By this generous invitation vast numbers were attracted 
to the enjoyment of the advantages proposed to them in 
terms so flattering, insomuch that no long time had elapsed 
before whole troops from every tribe of the Desert carne 
flocking to the court of Juzef Ben Taxfin, who received 
them with all the favour he had given them the right to 
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expect, conferring on the more distinguished of their number 
the most honourable charges, and rendering all content, be-
cause he employed each man according to the degree of his 
learning, his worth, and the nobility of his lineage. The king 
distributed these new comers into the various provinces and 
cities of his dominions as he had promised them that he 
would do, in such sort that the lands of Almagreb, half de-
populated by the conflicts described, were soon filled by 
inhabitants who had come from the Cabilas of Lamtuna and 
other tribes of the Desert. 

This, then, was the most prosperous and happy epoch of 
the Almorávides; the armies of the King Juzef Ben Taxfin 
increased to a vast extent; the extent of his power and 
greatness prevailed mightily, and the fame of these was 
bruited abroad, not in Africa only, but m Spain also ; nay, 
even in the lands lying beyond that country. I t thus 
happened that on the occasion of his having completed the 
conquests of the kingdoms of Fez, Telinzan, Mekineza, and 
other states, previously ruled by the Zeneta Ameers, his 
Xeques and W alies, with the governors of bis provinces, 
and the nobles of his court, came around him in a body, 
when, being thus congregated, they spake to the following 
effect, and said,—That although his moderation had hitherto 
contented itself with the title of Ameer only, yet they now 
entreated him to change that appellation for the more 
august one of a Caliph in the Lands of the West, with such 
other distinguished and honourable titles as were suitable 
to his ^reat power : they enforced this request by the 
remark that the ñame of Ameer, once used exclusively by 
the Caliphs, had now become a title commón to many 
princes and lords of but slight importance, both in Africa 
and Spain; wherefore they entreated him very humbly that 
for the future he would permit them to consider him as the 
Ameer Amuminin, or supreme ruler and sovereign of the 
Faithful. 

To this Juzef Ben Taxfin replied by the declaration that 
he would not assume the title they proposed, since his doing 
so could not be otherwise than displeasing to Grod, the 
august appellation they recommended belonging to the Ca-
liphs of the East alone, seeing that these last were the illus-
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trious descendants of the Prophet and of the Lords of both 
the Holy Houses * whereas he was himself nothing more 
than a man who gloried in being the follower of the re-
ligión of the great Princes and Caliphs of the East. 

His Xeques then requested that he would at least permit 
them to honour him with some title by which he might be 
known from the other Ameers, and which was his manifest 
due, since he had of a truth distinguished and raised himself 
above all the rest by the glory of his exploits. I t was then 
agreed by those present that he should be called Ameer 
Almuzlimin, or Lord of the Moslemah, to which was subse-
quently added Nasaradin ; and to the end that these titles 
should be known to all, they were published in the Almim-
bares and at the Azala of every Juma. 

The Xeques and Nobles then assembled decided at the 
same time on the formularies to be employed in the decla-
rations, petitions, and other papers thenceforward to be 
addressed to the sovereign, and the decree arranging these 
matters was conceived in the following terms:— 

" In the ñame of God, the Generous, the Merciful ! 
""We, the Ameer Almuzlimin Nasaradin Juzef Aben 

Taxfin, to all the great men and nobles of our kingdoms and 
states, and to all the tribes whom God in his goodness has 
been pleased to continué in his holy fear, and guide accord-
ing to his pleasure. Salutation in the highest prosperity, 
with the mercy and blessing of God, be with you ! 

" After thanks oftered to God, to whom, as the Giver of 
every source of victory, all praises are due, we have sent 
you this letter, written and made known in this our Court 
of Medina Morocco—which may God preserve !—in the 
middle of the moon of Muharram, in the year é78 ; and that 
which it contains is as follows :— 

" Since God has bestowed upon us the mercy of many 
great victories, very glorious and renowned, and hath 
enriched us with abundant and manifold favours, as it were 
with a dew of benefits, at the same time confirming us in 
the true path of the Law which hath been laid before us by 
our Prophet, the Liberal, the Selected, we have permitted 

* Medina and Mecca. 



236 D O M I N I O N O F T H E A1JABS I N S P A I N . [ A . D . 1081-2. 

that ye, when ye speak or write to us, in your letters of 
supplication, shall cali us by that title above expressed, 
namely, King of the Faithful, and Protector or Defender 
of the Paith, hereby distinguishing us from the rest of 
the kings who govern the cabilas or tribes of Africa and of 
other regions. 

" And furthermore we have determined and allowed, that 
whoever shall speak to us, or demand anything at our hands 
by writing, shall require it from our high and royal person 
under the title and ñame above written. If so it shall 
please Grod, who is in truth the Lord of Protection by His 
liberality. "We greet you well." 

CHAP. XII.—OF THE ALLIANCE FORMED BY THE MOSLEMAH OF SPAIN 
AND JUZEF BEN TAXFIN, AMEER OF THE FAITHFUL, AGAINST ALFONSO 
BEN FERDILAND, KING OF THE CHRISTIANS ; OF THE CONQUESTS OF THE 
LATTER, AND OF HOW, HAVING TAKEN TOLEDO, HE WRITES TO ABEN 
ABED, KING OF SEVILLE. 

K I N G Juzef Ben Taxfin dismissed the ambassadors of Anda-
lusia highly satisfied with their reception, he having pro-
mised to send them aid that should deliver them from the 
wrongs and oppressions they were suffering, as well as 
from the perils which were threatening them, and from the 
strait of which they complained. And these evils were 
in fact daily becoming more grievous in Spain, seeing that 
Alfonso Ben Perdiland was pouring the thunders of his 
wrath upon the country, and casting the lightnings of deso-
lation over all that owned the Moslemah ñame. He now 
seemed to aspire to nothing less than the deprivation of 
every Ameer in Spain of his lordships, and the rendering all 
the princes of that country mere tributarles to himself. He 
treated such as held intercourse with him with great arro-
gance and haughtiness, as is manifest from the letters which 
were written to him by King Omar Ben Alaftas, lord of 
Algarve. 

That Ameer was his nearest neighbour, since his lands 
lay on the frontiers of Grallicia, and he was exposed more 
than any other of the Moslemah princes to the menaces 
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of that enemy of Allah, Alfonso Ben Ferdiland. In these 
letters he complains accordingly of the pride and amhition 
displayed by Alfonso, and of the purpose of that Christian 
to render all around him his yassals, and tributary to his 
power; Alfonso presuming it to be no difficult task to sub-
jugate a district lying so closely upon the borders of his 
own kingdom. In the terms liere following it was, then, 
that Ornar Ben Alafias replied to the arrogant demands 
and menaces of Alfonso Ben Ferdiland :— 

" Ornar Ben Alaftas Almudafar, King of Algarve, to 
Alfonso, the King of Gallicia :— 

" From the powerful King of the Christians there hath 
come to our hands a letter, wherein he, full of presumption, 
and of confidence in that greatness which the incompre-
hensible judgments of God have accorded to him, casteth 
thunders and lightnings against us, whom he menaceth, 
without any reason given, with the whole might of his 
hosts, the terrors of his vast power, and the victory of his 
arms. 

"But Alfonso Ben Ferdiland doth not seem to know or 
understand that God also still possesses armies wherewith 
he honours and makes triumphant the truth of His Law and 
the doctrine of our Prophet Muhamad, favouring and assist-
ing those Moslemah who make just war against the 
Christiana, or who follow the path which God hath laid 
open to them without signs of fear, knowing and fearing 
God, and showing marks of contrition for their sins. These 
things the King Alfonso doth not know or understand, or 
he would not write as he hath written. For if the face of 
the Christian now shines and is resplendent, that is by the 
permission of God, and to the end that the Faithful may be 
made aware of their late blindness, and may open their 
eyes to the light: tthus distinguishing the good from the 
evil God hath also permitted these things that even the 
Misbelievers may receive a lesson and a warning. 

" With respect to the contempt and mockery wherewith 
the Christian King hath loaded the Moslemah, because of 
the defeat that they have suífered and the evilsthey endure, 
let him know that we, the Moslemah so reproached, under-
stand these things to have been caused by our sins, and by 
the misunderstandings and discords which have arisen among 
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ourselves, destroying the unity that should exist in our 
nation. Tes, of a truth, if we do but become one, and 
associate ourselves into a firm band, then shall we make 
you, Oh King Alfonso—you and your Christians—again 
confesa that we still know how to prepare those dainty 
morsels which our forefathers of other times have made 
your ancestors taste to their sorrow. Know, therefore, 
that we have not lost hope in God, and that with His help 
we shall not desist from believing that there is prepared for 
thee, Alfonso, the most bitter cup that ever thou hast yet 
known, or even heard of, but which we shall make thee 
drink, yea, down to the dregs thereof. 

"Meanwhile, and awaiting that day,do thou remember the 
times of Muhamad Almanzor, and bring to thy memory those 
treaties wherein thy forefathers offered him the homage even 
of their own daughters, and sent him those damsels in 
tribute, even to the land of our rule. _ As to ourselves, if it 
be true that our numbers have diminished, and that there is 
none to aid us, yet between thee and us there flows no sea, 
ñor is there any other impediment to separate us one from 
the other ; nay, rather we have still battle-grounds for our 
conflict, as thou shalt know, when the edges of our swords, 
reflectiiig the breasts of thy people, shall dazzle thine eyes 
with their puré and resplendent lustre, so that thou shalt be 
able to see only the fearful glancing of our arms. 

" My confidence is in G-od: in Him, and in His angels 
appearing under human forms, do I hope to find protection 
from thy power. We expect help from God only; ñor is 
there any other shelter open to us save of God alone, in 
whom is our solé refuge: at a word, we are looking only for 
one of two felicities ; either a glorious victory over thy 
people—and Oh, the rapturous delight of that felicity—or 
a death that shall be still more welcome and glorious in the 
path and service of our God. And this ! Oh, what a bappi-
ness, what a heaven of delights doth it not offer to us ! for 
in that Paradise shall God confer on us the great reward 
and indemnification for all thy menaces ancl the result of 
our honourable death. But it will not be thus, and before 
that time shall come we shall yet receive a victory from the 
hands of God that shall redeem and deliver us from all our 
past sufferings: and may God the Highest give to thee, Oh 
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King Alfonso, the same miseries with which thou hast 
threatened us! 

But with all this appearance of trust and fearlessness, 
King Omar Ben Alaftas, although a brave and noble cap-
tain, felt assured that his forces were not of strength to resist 
the power of Alfonso, and reflecting that the near neigh-
bourhood of his lands to those of the Christian king would 
give the latter an opportunity for entering them, as he had 
just done those of Toledo, he wrote a pressing letter to 
King Juzef Aben Taxfin, begging that monarch not to delay 
his arrival in Spain, where his aid was much required to 
repress the advances of the Christians, who were contending 
against the Moslemah with continued prosperity: the letter 
to Jusef was written by his own hand, and was as follows :— 

" From Ben Alaftas, the Confident in God, to Juzef Ben 
Taxfin, King of the Moslemah:— 

" As the light and splendour of the good guiding star, so 
be that, O King of the Moslemah, whom may God defend 
and prosper! which leads, directs, and moves thy steps. 
Thou who hast chosen for thy path the way of beneficence 
and wisdom, hast occupied thyself continually for the good 
of others, and hast turned all thy desires to the making of 
war on the misbelievers. 

" Of all this we have been constantly well informed, and 
being assured that thou hast dedicated thyself to the honour, 
exaltation, and defence of our Law, we think it well to have 
recourse to thee, who art the most powerful conqueror of 
the infidels, and the most illustrious captain, as well as the 
greatest emperor of our faith. "We therefore implore thy 
assistance and the aid of thy troops to succour and defend 
our religión and ourselves. 

" And the pressure of our misfortunes is indeed extreme; 
tribulations and calamities surround us on every part of 
Spain, while there are evils so much greater still menacing 
the land, that we cannot even think of them without terror. 
This accursed race of infidels is surrounding us on every 
side, and hath continued to do so from the time when our 
people began to neglect the subjugation of their hordes, 
and above all, since we have ceased to live in amity and 
unión among ourselves. These our enemies have thus 
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become great and formidable; they have extended their 
winga, and having ever hated us, these doga, now finding 
their power increased, have given way to their inimical fury, 
and taking us at a defenceless momenfc, have infused into us 
a panic which keepeth us with the head ever turned on the 
shoulder,* leaving us not power of helping ourselves, if it 
be not with perfldious treaties which bring no relief, and 
with plausible words of pretended submission, which give no 
comfort to our hearts, but rather keep us in perpetual care 
and the dread of what may next chance to us. 

" Ñor do the fears we suífer decrease because we daily 
send these infidels rich and precious gifts, permitting them, 
moreover, to drain every kind of provisions and muniments 
from our lands. All these sacrifices do not calm our terrors, 
ñor diminish our periis; yet if the injuries we suífer did not 
go beyond this, we might endure them cheerfully, content 
to bear the triáis and miseries of our condition ; but they are 
increasing as well as persistent, for these our enemies are 
insatiable, they daily take from us our possessions, and we, 
wretched creatures that we are, permit them to do so in 
silence, nay, we are even compelled to be thankful when 
they inflict on us no more serious evil than robbery, and have 
to forcé ourselves toa sort ofgratitude,bethinkingourselves 
at the same time of what tve can find to give them when 
they next come to make a demand. 

" But, my lord, they draw the very eyes from our head, 
and the wrongs they have inflicted on us have infected our 
whole being, so that they would almost appear to have 
become incurable. For our enemies now know that we 
possess nothing more to give them, and as their covetous-
ness acknowledges no bounds, they are preparing to seize 
and plunder our cities and fortresses. At a word, the 
Christians have carried sword and fire over all Spain ; the 
points of their lances and the keen edge of their sworda 
have drunk and are drinking streama of Moslemah blood, 
while those who have escaped with life from the sanguinary 
battle, groan in a hard captivity, amidst the tortures inflicted 

* In a state of watehfulness and fear, as one ever looking round liim 
for a refuge. 
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by the cruel hands of their tyrants ; since these infidels think 
only of bringing us to a miserable end, after having made us 
suffer indescribable torments. 

" I t would now appear that they are at this moment 
preparing to give us the ultímate assault, and believe that 
the fulfilment of their desires, which is our absolute ruin 
and subjugation, is no longer distant. But, O faith of God! 
can it iñdeed be possible that the Moslemah have lost the 
hope and courage which have hitherto enabled them to 
defend and uphold the truth of our law ? Must the day 
come when infidelity shall triumph over the true faith ? when 
the worshippers of a Godhead made up of different persons 
shall conquer those who confess only the Unity of God ? 
and shall there be none found to defend us from these 
oppressors ? "Will there be no Redeemer to lift our sacred 
law once more from the earth to which it has fallen ? and 
shall the Defender of religión and holy precepts so much 
needed, fail to appear ? We, have, indeed, no other auxiliary 
or refuge but in God, before whose exalted throne, where-
unto the breath of our lowliest earthly prayer is nevertheless 
permitted to rise, the Divine goodness hath prepared a 
refuge even for the vilest and most debased. Por our mis-
fortunes there is no earthly consolation; our calamities are 
uuequalled. 

" I have not written earlier to thee, O King of the 
Moslemah, because I have been employed in the attempt 
to shield the land from the incursions to which it hath been 
subjected, and by the siege of Medina Cauria, which may 
God once more restore to our governance! but that siege 
hath all but caused the utter depopulation of this Moslemah 
territory, being as it is so cióse on the borders of the foe. 
My fear lest the city of which I now write to thee should 
be irretrievably lost to us had been perpetually increasing, 
because the forces maintained around it by the enemy were 
augmented daily, until at length the place fell into his 
power; an event which has greatly added to our misfortunes. 
In the midst of Medina Cauria there is a castle of extraor-
dinary strength, and which does indeed surpass every other 
in the power of its defences; it is as it were the centre of 
the centre, and dominates all the parts of the city which 
surround it, as would the true centre of a circle; holding 
L. T OL. II . K 



242 D O M I N I O N OF T H E A1JABS I N SPAIN. [A .D . 1081-2. 

the entire circumference of the district in its ken, and per-
mitting nothing done within a certain limit to be concealed 
from him who holds that fortress, and who commandeth all, 
whether near or on the outer extremities of that limit. 
Insomuch that this citadel was as a fierce and tempestuous 
wind in the violence with which it poured its defenders on 
those by whom it was beleaguered, but by a treacherous 
feint the enemy made himself master of the same, now the 
towers thereof are in the hands of the proud Infidel, and 
unless thou, O King, shalt come speedily with thy forces of 
foot and horse to the aid of the oppressed Moslemah, so 
shall the whole district be soon given a prey to desolation 
and ruin. I do not recaí to thy memory, O King of the 
Moslemah, the words of the book of God ñor the precepts 
of our honoured prophet, because among the wise Almas of 
your land there is more learning as well as more love of 
letters than we have in our land of Spain. 

" This my letter do I send to thee by the hands of a 
noble Xeque, our chancellor and Alchatib, to the end that 
if any uncertainty should exist in thy mind as to particular 
portions of its contents, he might declare and make manifest 
the truth. He hath accepted the mission for his part, 
resolving to be the bearer of the letter and the messenger 
in this embassy, because to do so is a meritorious work, and 
in the hope of gaining from your power the singular grace 
of that succour which we need so much. Ñor have I 
hesitated to confide to him all my intentions, having the 
most perfect trust in his well-assured fidelity, as well as in 
his knowledge and the clearness with which he will be able 
to make all known to thee. And herewith do we bid thee 
heartily farewell." 

Now at this time King Alfonso of Gallicia was much 
inflated by the conquest of Toledo, which was as it were the 
head of Spain, and the chief abode of ber ancient kings. 
H e soon became desirous of new victories, and therefore 
trampled under foot the conventions existing between 
himself and Aben Abed, King of Seville ; nay, was now 
content with nothing less than the making him a tributary 
and vassal, as he had done in the case of the unfortunate 
Yahye Alcadir Ben Almamun, King of Valencia. "Where-
fore the Christian King put an end to the peace which then 
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subsisted between himself and he King of Seville, and 
which prevented him from falling upon the territory of 
Andalusia, as he had done on that of Toledo and its Comar-
cas; writing to Aben Abed and requiring him to resign 
certain fortresses, which Alfonso enumerated, into the hands 
of his ambassadors. Alfonso furthermore despatched a 
considerable forcé for the purpose of receiving the strong-
holds in question; or supposing that to be refused, Aben 
Abed was exhorted at least to admit that the holds in 
question did of right belong to him, Alfonso Ben Ferdeland, 
King of Gallicia, who required the Sevillian monarch to 
do this without fail or delay, making manifest in all his 
words how highly he felt exalted and rejoiced by his lately 
obtained victories. 

The letter of the Christian was conceived in the following 
terms:— 

" From the commander and lord of the two laws and 
nations, the excellent and powerful King, Don Alfonso Ben 
Sancho, to the King Almutamed Billah Aben Abed. May 
God strengthen and enlighten his understanding to the end 
that he may determine to follow the true path, which is that 
of safety for him and his people! Salvation and good-will on 
the part of a King, even the extender of kingdoms and the 
protector of the nations, whose head hath become grey in 
the prudent observation and knowledge of things, in the 
exercise and mastery of arms, and in the perpetual acquisi-
tion of victories; in whose house the completion of his 
designa and the fulfilment of his will is never-failing; 
under whose banners Vietory hath made her abode; who 
makes the lance and the sword to yield before him, even 
before his hand, and before the brave countenances of his 
cavaliers ; from whom it comes that the dames and damsels 
of the Moslemah are clothed in the habits of mournin"; 
He who commands the swords to be bound to the girdles of 
his warriors that the wail of lamentation and the cry of 
terror may be heard in your land: Oh, ye who arouse his 
anger! Gi'r-ti 

" Well dost thou know what hath chanced in the city of 
Toledo, the head and court of all Spain; ñor hath what is 
befalling its inhabitants and those of its Comarcas been 
concealed from thine ears. The siege of that city and its 
conquest have been made known to thee, and if thou and 
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thine hath hitherto escaped, your time is now come. Ñor 
hath it been so long delayed by any cause but by mine own 
will and for mine own pleasure ; wherefore, if thou art now 
quiet and undisturbed, do thou bethink thee that the 
prudence and circumspection of man is best made manifest 
by the manner in which he looks to himself at critical 
moments, considering well what it behoves him to do, lest 
he fall into a snare and suífer calamities for which he can 
afterwards find no remedy. And now of a truth, if thou 
dost not fulfil exactly all the conditions that exist between 
us, and redeem on thy part the word which we haye given 
to each other—for to my heart there is nothing that lies 
nearer than the redemption of my word, and the preservation 
of my plighted faith—I will fall on thy territories, and with 
fire and sword will drive thee from the borders of Spain, 
without permitting any delays for question and reply, ñor 
shall there be any other messenger between us but the loucl 
clangour of arms, the fierce neighing of the war-horse, the 
thundering of the Atambours,* and the trumpets that sound 
to battle. I send thee this notice beforehand, to deprive 
thee of all excuse for delay, and I warn thee that he only 
hath need to be in haste whose fears assure him that the 
event will not be in accordance with his wishes. 

" This message I have sent to thee by the hands of the 
Carmut Albarhan, because I confide in him, because I think 
him able to conduct and conclude aífairs, and believe that 
he knows how to confer with such persons as command his 
respect. Treat him with confidence, for he hath prudence 
for all that thou mayst desire to communicate to him as to 
whatever may concern thy person and vassals. And now as 
shall be thy deportment in this matter, so shall hereafter be 
the works that shall ensue and their effects. Farewell." 

C H A P . X I I I . — O r THE REPLY OE ABEN ABED TO THE KING- DON 
ALFONSO, AND OF THE CONVERSATION OF THE KING OF SEYILLE 
WITH HIS SON. 

1 The letter of the King Don Alfonso _ appeared highly 
oífensive and haughty to Aben Abed, King of Seville, as 

* Atambours: drums used by the Moslemah. 
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did the proposals made to him on the part of the G-allician 
sovereign by his messenger Albarhan; and although there 
were many viziers in the Court of Aben Abed, who advised 
him to take the safer path, and come to an agreement with 
Alfonso, even to the paying him tribute, yet Aben Abed, 
who was a man of an absolute will, was not to be moved by 
those counsels; he considered the letter of Alfonso as a 
singular proof of arrogance and rude incivility: he therefore 
replied to him in verse, for Aben Abed was an excellent 
poet and very learned, as he did also in prose, and the sub-
stance of the latter mission was as follows:— 

" From the great and victorious King—sheltered beneath 
the mercy of Grod and confiding in his divine goodness— 
Muhamad Aben Abed, to the proud enemy of Allah, Alfonso, 
son of Sancho, who entitles himself king of kings and lord 
of the two nations and laws. May Grod destroy his vain 
titles, and grant salvation to those who walk in the right 
wray! 

" And now as to thy pretensión in calling thyself lord of 
the two nations, it is a truth that the Moslemah hath a 
better right to boast of that title than thyself, since they 
have possessed themselves of the territories of the Christians, 
and do still hold the same : as also because of the multitude 
of their vassals and their riches in arms and tributes, for 
never wilt thou be able to exalt thy power to an equality 
with ours, ñor could all thy law, with each one of its 
followers, enable thee to attain to such. A fortúnate year 
wouldst thou have cause to declare that in which thou shouldst 
behold an event so great accomplished. No more sound or 
prudent counsel could have been given thee than that which 
thou hast followed, for know that we are about to wake 
us from our sleep and arouse us from the supine careless-
ness in which we have lately permitted ourselves to remain. 
Up to the present time we might have had some thought of 
paying thee tribute, but not content with that, thou art now 
desiring to occupy our cities and fortresses. But dost thou 
not shame thee to have expressed such a wish ? "Wouldst 
thou have us resign our towns to thy people, and dost thou 
command us as if we were thy vassals ? I marvel much at 
the heat and eagerness with which thou hast pressed us to 
fulfil thy vain and hauglity will. Thou hast inflated thy 
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thoughts by the conquest of Toledo, without reflecting that 
thou dost not owe that advantage to thy power and the 
might of thy hand, but to the forcé and determination of 
the Divine will, which had in its eternal decrees so destined 
that it should be, and herein hast thou betrayed thyself into 
a fatal deception. Well too dost thou know that we also 
have arms and horses, with a brave people, who do not 
tremble at the clamours of battle, ñor turn their eyes from 
the horrible face of death. Once engaged in the strife, thou 
knowest that they are well able to come forth with honour 
from the work. Óur generáis are not unacquainted with the 
ordering of squadrons, the due marshalling of their troops, 
and the management of the ambush. JSTor do they fear to 
enter amidst the files of thy swords, and they turn not in 
terror from opposing lances. We ourselves have not 
shunned to make our couch on the hard earth, with a cloak 
for our resting-place, ñor do we shrink from the watches of 
the night, or the duty of him who wakes to guard the camp. 
To us the furious blows of the raging brood of devils brings 
eternal life. 

" And now, that thou mayst see my reply to be meant as 
it is said, I bid thee know that we hold a well-prepared 
response to thy demand in the shining swords and sharp 
lances that with one accord we have taken into our hands. 
True it is that there is no evil which doth not bring a 
benefit in its corupany, and that he who hath determined 
suddenly incurs as sudden a repentance. When did thy 
forefathers come happily from the strife with ours, if it 
were not by some vile baseness, some despicable craft of art, 
with so many of which thou art provided, but which yet are 
but of little valué when too frequently repeated ? 

" I perceive that those who counsel thee are but beasts 
without understanding. Nay, thine is a people of so little 
worth that they are never found to uphold their vain prating 
by such works as might accredit the sounding phrase, and 
accordingly never can we slay them fighting in open field, 
but must ever drag them forth from within their towers, or 
combat their craven hordes as they lie hidden within the 
fastness of a rock or the walls of a city. 

" Do these thy counsellors believe us to be deprived of 
understanding, or consider us unable to comprehend the 
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vicissitudes to which Men, States, and Kingdoms are sub-
jected P It is true that we have made eertain agreements to 
the effect that neither of us shall use his arms against the 
other, for which cause I have refrained from aiding the 
men of Toledo, whether with my forces or counsels, and 
may God forgive me for that fault, as well as for the fact 
that I have not earlier opposed myself to thy designs and 
aggressions. Or rather let me give thanks to God who 
hath comprised the whole punishment of mine error in 
the vain words wherewith thou hast insulted us. But as 
these words do not cut short the thread of life, so do I yet 
confíde in Allah, that he will protect me against thee, ñor 
shall any long time elapse before thou shalt see my warriors 
in thy land, for God favours and upholds the true faith; 
he extends salvation to those who know and follow the 
truth, but turns his face from falsehood and its deceits." 

In verse the King of Seville expressed himself as follows : 
1. Yile terrors and the debasement of fear find no 

harbour in the soul of the generous. A manly heart may 
not endure words like thine, however cióse the ties of friend-
ship have once entwined around us. 2. "Why should I 
fall in terror before the menaces of thy pride, as shakes the 
cowardly serf before the rage of his lord ? Base and degrad-
ing is fear; it suits none save the low souls of the vulgar. 
3. If in a dark hour of my destiny I once offered thee 
pledges of faith, hope thou from my hand nought hence-
forward but the combat and rufchless assault. 4. Battle by 
night and by day, desolation that never shall cease. Pire 
and the sword are thy portion. 5. Yea, such are the gifts that 
I proffer thee, these are the tributes I pay. Silver and gold 
are no gauds for thy hand; we approach with the steel of our 
swords. 6. Greater and mightier far is the God wrho 
created the world : Allah, the inaster of all. Allah, the God 
of my trust. Greater, I say, than the Cross of thy worship, 
the symbol that waves on thy banner and gleams on thy 
blade. 7. Up then, and rush to the battle. Arm thee, I cali 
to the fight! Never again from this day be between us aught 
milder than slaughter and strife. Alas for the terror of Spain! 
8. The sun wades eclipsed in black clouds, tears of blood 
are bedewing his face; but the hard steel shall light us with 
myriads of sparks, flashing forth with thegroanings ofpain. 
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9. See, the swords are bewildering thine eyes, the confusion 
of discord is round thee. 10. Ñor repentance shall linger 
afar, when the lance of our warriors glows red in the blood 
of thy people cast low. 

I t is related that about this time King Alfonso despatched 
an ambassador to Seville, and in his company a Jew called 
Aben Galib, who was the treasurer of the G-allician King, 
and an important officer as well as a much-trusted servant: 
the business of this man at the court of Seville being to 
receive a certain number of doubloons, which Abed Abed, 
King of Seville, had engaged to pay to King Alfonso. Now 
the ambassador and the Jew had not taken up their abode 
in the city, but at a sliort distance without the gates, where 
they had erected their pavilions, and thither did Abu Zeidun, 
the treasurer of Aben Abed, in company with other Viziers, 
bear the doubloons in question. 

But King Alfonso's Jew would not receive those coins, 
under the pretext that they were not of well-approved gold; 
he demanded that they should be subjected to the test of fire 
and the touch-stone. On this there aróse discussions and 
rejoinders, which consumed much time, until at length the 
Jew proposed that Aben Abed should give him certain ships 
which he had on the coast, in the place of the doubloons, 
since that Israelite maintained his refusal to accept the 
coins without having first assayed them. 

The proposal of the Hebrew enraged the King of Seville 
to so gréat a degree that he forbadehis treasurers to pursue 
the matter further, and declared that the sum should not be 
paid in any manner: he added that he would no longer 
endure the insolence of the base crew whom Don Alfonso 
had sent to beard him; and that same night he dispatched 
certain of his slaves to the tents of the ambassador and the 
Jew, when they put the latter to death with many strokes 
of their daggers, sorely maltreating the Christians likewise, 
who had come in the train of the ambassador. Whether 
this last outrage was perpetrated by the slaves in their 
unbridled license, or was done by order of certain amongst 
the viziers, to gratify Aben Abed, is not known, but it is 
averred that the king showed no marks of regret or resent-
ment when the Christian ambassador complained to him, on 
the following day, of the disorders which had been com-
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mitted. The embassy of Alfonso thereupon departed from 
Seville, vowing vengeance and threatening reprisals on the 
part of his king. . 

Aben Abed was far from being insensible to the extent ot 
the error and iniquity which he had thus committed, and 
some of his viziers even advised him to send an apology for 
that event to King Alfonso, attributing the violence 
suíFered by the Jew to the rage of the people at the marks 
of distrust which he had shown. But Aben Abed, deter-
mined to break with Alfonso, thought only of preparing for 
the struggle about to ensue: wherefore, calling to him his 
son Eaxid, who had received the oath of allegiance as his 
successor, and already took an important part in the govern-
ment of the state, he addressed him in these words:— 

" O my son, we are as orphans in Andalusia, standing 
between a stormy sea and a ruthless as well as a powerful 
euemy : we have no protector that can avail us ought, save 
Grod the Highest alone. Erom the Ameers of Andalusia thou 
seest well that we can hope but little, since they can do 
nothing either for our aid or defence; while on the other 
hand, the conquests and power of this Alfonso, the enemy of 
Allah, are also known to thee, and thou hast seen that by 
his good fortune and the constancy with which he has made 
war upon Toledo during seven years, he has made himself 
master of that city and its Comarcas, which he has peopled 
with infidels and the vilest of men. The enemy of God had 
long dissembled his intention of oppressing us, and making 
our land his prey, but now that he has raised his head 
I much doubt me lest his obstinacy and the good fortune of 
his arms should enable him to obtain the mastery of our 
kingdom; nay, I cannot but look to see him advancing at 
no distant period upon our own city, and if he once bring 
hither his famous troops, and seat his camp before our walls, 
it will be difficult to deliver ourselves from his power. 

" And now the best resource that I can perceive in this 
extremity is that we entreat the succour of that new con-
queror of Africa, Juzef Aben Taxfin, although we can-
not do this without peril, as hath already been declared : 
and of a truth this Moslemah causes me scarcelv less fear 
and distrust than doth the arrogance of the accursed Alfonso. 
By our continual wars, the treasures we might have once 
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commanded are exhausted, while the reveuues and imposts 
have been much diminished by the interruptions given to 
the culture of tbe earth, in consequence of the perpetual 
incursions and destruction of their fields to which the 
labourers of the realm have been subjectcd. Our armies 
also have lost much of their eíficiency, and the warriors no 
longer appear in troops at our cali, as they formerly did, 
while those whom we do obtain are faint-hearted idlers, fulí 
of terror End discouragement. But there is even yet worse, 
for it is not to be concealed that the people have ceased to 
give us their aífection; nay, they have even learned to abhor 
us, and not they only, but the nobles also, in such sort that 
I see no other refuge for our safety than the doubtful one 
of a recourse to this Juzef Aben Taxfin, whom they cali 
King of the Moslemah." 

To these words the son of the king, even Baxid Obeidallah, 
made answer and said: " My father and my lord,—Thou 
hast then resolved to attract into Spain that ambitious 
Aben Taxfin, who hath come forth from the deserts of 
Alkibla* to subjugate all the tribes of Almagreb and Mau-
ritania? But do not be deceived; this Juzef, with his 
barbarous people, will fall on us and our possessions, as 
they have done on those of the Ameers in Africa; they will 
scatter our armies, break up our confederary of the Spanish 
Ameers, and eventually drive us from our beloved country." 

To this Aben Abed replied : " Grod forbid, my son, that 
I should bring on myself the reproach of having ruined our 
Andalusia, 01* that it should be said of Aben Abed, ' He 
hath made the land an abode of Infidels and the heritage of 
the Christian. Never can I consent that maledictions on 
my ñame should be published from the Alminbars of our 
mosques, and that my rnemory should become execrable to 
the Moslemah, as hath happened to other most unhappy 
kings. No, by Allah! No, my son ! rather would I 
prefer to make myself the slave of this King of Morocco, 
and become the servant of his camels, or the shepherd of 
his flocks. Tea, this and worse, rather than be called a 
tributary Ameer and vassal to those dogs the Christians." 
1.. Hearing that ¿declaration, the Prince Baxid Obeidallah 

* Alkibla: tbe South. 
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made an3wer: " Do then that which God hath inspired thee 
to do;" and the King Aben Abed replied, " I confide to 
His Divine goodness, and will trust that what He shall 
lead me to do will be good and advantageous to us as well 
as for all the Moslemah." 

C H A P . X I Y . — O F THE EMBASSY DESPATCHED BY ABEN ABED TO THE 
KING OF THE MOSLEMAH, JUZEF ABEN TAXFIN. 

Maintaining the resolution thus announced, Aben Abed 
prepared his embassy; he wrote a letter with his own hand, 
and caused others to be written by his Alchatib : that of the 
King was as follows :— 

" This letter for the presence of the Prince of the 
Moslemah, the protector of the faith, the restorer of the 
true sect of the Caliph. To the Imaum of the Moslemah, 
and king of the faithful, Abu Jacub Juzef Ben Taxfin, the 
illustrious and exalted by the greatness of his nobles, the 
laudator of the Divine majesty and of the power of the 
Highest, the resigned to God and to Heaven, who doth not 
Ínflate his thoughts by his honour and greatness, but con-
tenteth himself with the rewards which God hath conferred 
on him,—Muhamad Aben Abed sendeth greeting with 
salutation in the highest, and as is due to the high and 
sovereign person of the Moslemah king. The mercy of 
God also and his benediction be upon the Ameer of the 
faithful. 

" This letter do I send thee; and its discourse, leaving all 
other things, directeth itself solely to thy gracious majesty, 
and speaketh to thee from Medina Seville, being written 
in the middle of the Moon of Giumada Primera, in the 
year 479.* 

" I t is certain, O King of the Moslemah, whom may God 
exalt and protect with his law, that we, the Arabs of 
Andalusia, have not preserved our illustrious tribes so dis-
tinctly apart in our abodes of Spain, but that they have 
become interfused the one with the other. Our families, 
thus mingled, have finally dispersed themselves throughout 

* A.D. 1086. 
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the land of Spain, in such sort that little if any communi-
cation hath of late been held between them and our Cabilas 
dwelling in Africa. This want of unión hath of late divided 
our interests, and from that división have resulted schism 
and discord, whereby the forcé of states is ever diminished: 
our natural enemies have thus been enabled to prevail 
against us. We are now therefore in such a condition that 
we have none to aid and protect us against him who is 
seeking to destroy us, and trample our country under his 
feet. Every day hath the rancour and malevolence of this 
our foe, even Alfonso, King of Gallicia, become more and 
more insuífererable. He hath entered our territories, as 
might a raging hound; hath occupied our fortresses, hath 
carried their Moslemah defenders captive, and now 
menacetk to subject us to his yoke in such sort that none 
shall be suffered to remain who daré oppose resistance to 
his will. 

" Ñor have the Ameers of Spain yet roused themselves to 
the defence of those oppressed by this man. They have 
looked negligently on the ruin of their kindred, friends, and 
neighbours, and have not lifted their banners for the defence 
of our law, although it is a truth that this might have been 
done, had all been united in love as they ought to have 
been, and had each man been willing to perform his duty. 

" But they are not now what they once were, seeing that 
the luxury of their lives, the soft breathing of these airs of 
Andalusia, the delicate baths of odoriferous waters, the 
debilitating amusements, the delicate meats, and the fresh 
fountains with which they regale themselves, and which are 
their daily habit, have deprived our people of their pristine 
forcé, causing them to shrink from the labours and hardships 
that must ever be suffered by all who engage in war,insomuch 
that not even the most potent of interests, ñor the cause 
which of all others is most righteous, can avail to arouse 
them from their apathy. 

" Thus we have brought ourselves to a pass wherein we 
no longer daré to lift up our heads, and since you, my lord, 
are a descendant of our ancestor Hornair, a powerful Buler 
o í his people, and of wide extended regions, we betake 
ourselves to your protection with a perfect confidence, 
entreatmg aid from God our Creator, and from yourself, 
implormg yooi to come without loss of time into Spain and 
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do battle against our enemy, the infidel and faithless, who 
hath exalted himself against us, determined to destroy our 
Faith, and seeking the dishonour of our Law. Come then 
without delay, O King, and awaken in Andalusia that zeal 
for the true path wherein G-od hath commanded us to walk, 
which hath but too manifestly cooled, defending the law and 
the doctrines of our honoured prophet, for which deeds 
thou will merit that eternal reward and those Divine re-
compenses which thou canst not fail to receive in liberal 
measure froin the hand of God, the exalted and powerful, 
whose salvation, Divine mercy, and supreme benedic-
tion, be with thine exalted greatness." 

Such was the letter of the king; that written in his ñame 
by his Alchatib Abu Bekir Ben Gedi was in the words which 
follow:— 

" To the great and powerful sovereign, by God's favour 
King of the Moslemah and defender of the law: the Prince 
of the Almorávides, Abu Jacub Juzef Aben Taxfin, with whose 
light and splendour Allah hath illuminated all the regions 
of the earth, and by whose perfection God hath beautified 
and adorned all his creatures, rejoicing us also, who follow 
the same Law with the excellent king, rewarded by the 
favour of God and distinguished by his Divine mercy: 

" "We, Mohamud Aben Abed, the confident in God and 
supported by his power : salvation to the presence and 
sovereignty of him who is established in the faith, and whose 
faith and constancy are manifest to all the world. 

" God hath fortified his law by the sanctions of unity and 
concord, and hath forbidden us to accept the errors and 
false laws which aro contrary to our own, together with the 
promulgation of which he hath favoured his servants with a 
new rule of government, which inculcates austerity and 
gravity of life ; of your constancy in which, O King, as well as 
of your illustrious descent, your sublime valour, and the zeal 
which hath made you the admiration of the world, there 
have come to us continued and ampie accounts. "We also 
know that God hath filled you with his mercy, which, as a 
beneficent dew, resuscitates and restores the zeal of man for 
the path of God, establishes him within the limits of justice, 
and gives him the true measure of equity, after which 
uprightness and rectitude are judged and rewarded. 
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" But to our people on the contrary there hath happened 
a calamity which is such as to cause all that hath preceded 
it, however lamentable and grievous, to be lightly considered 
and forgotten, and to make every man stand as in confusion 
and amazement at the enormity of this new evil that hath 
now befallen us. The cause of our misfortune is the 
covetousness and ambition of a cruel enemy, who is con-
stan tly making on us a war of fire and blood, his heart being 
so completely filled with an uncontrolable hatred to our law 
and to all who follow its precepts, that we can see no hope 
of change, and know of no remedy by which the fury of the 
same can be attempered. The power and pride of this 
foe increase with each new day, while we sink lower and 
become less able to resist, in the like proportion. The 
Christian adversary augments his forcé and assembles his 
confederates for our ruin, but we unhappily agree in nothing, 
save in slumbering altogether, and in looking on with indif-
ference while our enemy exalts himself by the destruction 
of our brethren in the faith: neither have we once gathered 
together to attack him in our turn, or to make an eífort for 
the common defence. We sleep in a profound lethargy; 
the perpetual injuries of our inimical fortune do not avail 
to awaken us, ñor do the grave calamities which are the 
inevitable results of this unhappy state of things suffice to 
arouse us from our slumbers. 

" Even now hath this our Christian enemy sent us a 
letter filled with lightnings and thunders, mingled with 
traitorous promises and deceptive words, whereby he would 
fain persuade us to yield to him our fortresses and cities, not 
excepting the mosques of our worship, which he would have 
us abandon to him that he might fill them with his friars, 
and exalting his adored crosses on their lofty towers, might 
cause the mass and the requiem to be there sung, where 
now the sacred Azala* is daily heard. At a word, he would 
take from us the land of our abode, which he would then 
people with his Christians. 

* The Azala.—The daily prayers in the mosques are so called col-
lectively ; of these there are five—that ofAzohbi.or the dawn; Adohar, 
ormid-day; Alasar or Alfzir, afternoon ; Almagreb or Almagrib, the 
sunset; and Alaterna, or nightfall.—Trans. 
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"But God hath established by thee, O King of the 
Moslemah, a possession and dominion whose greatness and 
elevation he hath blessed and shall protect. He hath made 
thee his minister and envoy, to the end that thou, by the 
virtuous forcé of thine arms, mightest contribute to the 
maintenance of the towers of his law, and that on this occa-
sion thou mayst particípate in the splendour of his divine 
light. 

" Well art thou provided with those whom thou mayst cali 
to accompany thee. Armies eager to purchase paradise at 
the cost of their blood and life are not wanting to thee, and 
thou art rich in the possession of men who aspire to behold 
their weapons glancing in the sacred war. 

" If desire for earthly wealth can move thee, here are not 
wanting the rich textures, the jewels, the gold, the silver, 
and the precious ornaments which form the most costly stores 
of there. We have fountains, moreover, pouring their 
fresh waters, which have the clear purity of crystal, amidst 
the shady groves of delicious gárdens, whose amenity is as 
that of paradise ; but if, as we believe, O King, thy heart be 
moved only by that which appertains to the service of God, 
and conduces to the gain of eternal life, then thou hast here 
presented to thee an occasion the most opportune to thy 
desires, since in these regions the sanguinary battle can 
never fail thee, ñor shall there be wanting the sharp skir-
mish wherein mav gleam perpetually the pointed lances and 
the brightly glittering swords, rendered bare by the powerful 
arms and wielded in the strong hands of thy warriors. 
This sacred paradise and this holy grove hath God planted 
here, that ye may be translated from the shadows of the 
waving banner and the glancing panoply, to the bowers of 
that blissful abode where he hath reserved for you the 
bright recompense of your merits. 

" We seek our refuge in thy power, and make our shields 
of thy strong arm, with that of God and his angels, who 
shall fight with thee against these infidels by whom we are 
threatened with perpetual war. Be moved, then, O Ameer 
of the faithful, and let thvself be guided by that divine 
word, which saith, ' Slay them, for God shall give them 
torment and a pain of bitterness by your hands. He hath 
poured his malediction upon them, and will give you the 
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victory over their hordes, with salvation, which he shall 
distribute with a liberal hand, to the noble breasts of the 
faithful.' 

" In conclusión, may God unite us as one, and draw us 
together by the word of unity, to the end that we may help 
ourselves, througli the mercy of Allah, and the benefits 
which he hath conferred on us in his law, that we may give 
him praises for the same, by calling on his holy ñame, as 
well as by the propagation of his decrees, and the knowledge 
of his goodness. 

" The salvation of God, with his mercy and benediction, 
be with the King of the Moslemah, the defender of the law 
of God and the protector of thefaith." 

The noble ambassadors of Aben Abed, King of Seville, 
delivered these letters to the King of the Moslemah, Juzef 
Ben Taxfin, making him a relation moreover of the 
miserable condition of things in Spain, and describing the 
haughty insolence of the King Don Alfonso, as well as the 
numerous advantages obtained by that sovereign. Where-
fore, having read the letters of Aben Abed, and heard the 
relations of his ambassadors, Juzef Aben Taxfin showed 
them to the Xeques of his Court, who were there in pre-
sence, as were certain of his kinsmen, to whom he said, 
" What is your opinion as to these requests, and in regard 
to the expectations of the Andalusians ?" 

To these words the men of his kindred, who had arrived 
from the Desert but a short time previously, and to whom the 
ñame of Christian was then for the first time made known, 
replied, " Oh Ameer of the Moslemah, it appears to us a just 
and proper thing that every Mosleman should succour his 
brethren of the Moslemah who believe in God and in his 
Prophet, and a shameful relation it would be for us were it 
recorded against us that we had a neighbour and brother of 
our own law so near to us that between us and him there is 
nothing but a streamlet or narrow line of water, and that we 
had nevertheless permitted him to remain alone without help, 
while his enemy devoured him at a single mouthful. But 
despite our opinions, do thou, Oh Ameer, decide as shall 
seem to thee rnost advisable, since the power and sovereign 
command belong to God and to thyself alone." 

King Juzef then took counsel apart and in secret with 
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his Alchatib, or secretary, Abderahman Aben Esbat, an 
Andalusian and native of Almería, requiring that sage to 
gíve him his opinion in the matter; and the secretary made 
answer, " The command over us is for God and yourself, 
my lord, O King, and it is not for us to give you counsel, 
except as your humble and obedient subjects." To which 
the king rejoined, " Let me hear nevertheless what is thy 
thought of this matter, and how it would be best for us to 
act." Whereupon the Catib replied, " I t Í8 without doubt 
good and reasonable that every Mosleman should be ready 
to aid hisbrethren the Moslemah, yet there are certain 
reasons which present themselves to me as opposing your 
interference in the affairs of Spain at this time." 

" By my life !" said the king, " tell me what these reasons 
are." 

Then the secretary made answer and said, " O King of 
the Moslemah, may God increase thy strength: thou must 
know that the land of Spain is as an island cut off from the 
remainder of the firm land, and surrounded by the sea, 
except only towards the East, where there are mountains 
which form a high barrier, dividing the country from its 
neighbours. Of this land of Spain, thus formed, the 
Moslemah have long occupied a large portion, but which is 
now daily diminishing in their hands, while the Christians 
who inhabit the rest are proportionately extending their 
borders. Now the land is a narrow one, cut up and en-
cumbered by many hills,—a kind of prison for those who 
approach the same; and he who enters therein but rarély 
cometh forth therefrom, but findeth himself for the most part 
compelled to remain beneath the lordship of the rulers who 
command the country. If therefore thou shouldst at once 
place thy foot on that soil, the power of returning would not 
be afterwards in thy hand. And what friendship is there, 
moreover, between thyself and this Ameer, who thus calis 
thee to his aid ? What security doth he offer thee, and 
what ancient ties of kindred compel thee to afford him 
succour ? I should even be in fear, lest, if God be pleased 
to favour the designs and undertakings of his enemy, this 
King of Seville should then find means to prevent thy retreat-
ing in safety, nay, should even cut off thy passage and the road 
for thy return into Africa, which it would be easyfor him to do. 

YOL. I I . s 
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" Considering all this, I would have thee write to the King 
of Seville, if it appears to thee good, to the effect that thou 
canst not now pass over into his land, and that he must 
excuse thee from doing so until he hath first surrendered to 
thee the Green Island,* to the end that thou mayst therein 
assemble troops in whom thou canst confide, and who shall 
assure thee of the passage for returning at all times: so 
that thou mayst depart from that point when and whither it 
shall please thee." 

" Of a truth, Abderahman," returned the king, " thou 
hast herein reminded me of a circumstance which I had not 
taken into consideration, and thou hast spoken well. Go, 
therefore, and-write as thou hast said, for in this thing I will 
conform myself to thy counsel, which pleaseth me well." 
Abderahman wrote a letter accordingly, in the ñame of 
Juzef Ben Taxfin, and in that letter he spoke thus: 

" In the ñame of God the merciful, the pitying. jFrom the 
King of the Moslemah, the Defender of the faith, to the 
generous king, confident in God and supported of Allah, 
Abulcasem Muhamad Aben Abed, whom may God per-
petual ly uphold, conduct, and fortify, according to the 
majesty of His holy will. The salvation of God, with His 
mercy and benediction. _ 

" This premised, we give you to wit that your letter and 
noble request have reached our hands, and we have made 
ourselves well acquainted with the contents thereof, wherein 
you cali upon us to aid and succour you in delivering your 
land from the calamities and evils by which you are op-
pressed. We have likewise understood by your missives 
how little unión and brotherhood have been preserved 
among you, the kings of Andalusia, and the lack of favour 
that ye "show each other. I, therefore, for my part am willing 
to bécoine your right hand, and to aid you in my person 
and with my people, which is no more than in reason I ought 
to do, according to what God hath] commanded us in his 
honoured Koran. 

" But it is not possible that I should pass into Andalusia, 

* The Green Island, or rather group of small islands so called, lay 
almost immediately cióse to the Spanish coast near Algeziras : they are 
now called the Palombas. 



A.D. 1 0 8 6 . ] OPPOSITION OF PEINCE OBEIDALLAH. 2 5 9 

uiiless you first agree to give tlie Green Island to my keepiug, 
and to the hands of such as I may place with confidence 
therein, to the end that we may be secured of free and un-
impeded passage when and as it shall be our pleasure to 
use it. If this appear to you of good counsel and a reason-
able demand, I on my part will comply with your request, 
and will pass over without delay to give you assistance, if 
so it shall please G-od. Salutation in the highest." 

When the ambassadors of Aben Abed returned to Seville, 
and had made known the demand of Juzef Ben Taxfin, there 
were differences of opinion in the council on that subject, 
and the Prmce Obeidallah Arraxid said to his father, "What 
does it appear to you, my lord, that this man will have ? 
To me the demand of the King of Africa appears a great 
and unreasonable presumption ; wherefore my dread of 
tlus measure and distrust of the proposed alliance have 
increased." 

To this the King Aben Abed replied, " That which the 
Kmg of the Moslemah hath demanded is not mueh, my son, 
when compared with the importance of the benefits which 
his presence will confer, and which we shall receive at his 
hands if he come to the aid of our people and the defence of 
our law." 

Having heard these words, Prince Obeidallah' called his 
Cadies together, and caused the cession of the Green Island 
to the Kmg of the Moslemah, Juzef Aben Taxfin, and to 
his descendants, to be made out with all due form, without 
ieserving in it, or in any part of it, any right whatever 
J0 ™ A b e u Abed, or to any creature of Allah 011 his 
behalí. Ibis wntmg being duly authenticated by sign and 
seal, was sent ímmediately to the King of the Moslemah, 
with a very earnest entreaty that his coming might be 
effected without any delay. 

Now the governor of Algezira at this time was a son 
of Almutamed Aben Abed, King of Seville, called Yezid 
Badillah, as we have said before: to him, tben, his father now 
sent orders, commanding him to give up that fortress to the 
Moors of Africa, who should be sent by the King, even Juzef 
Pen Taxfin, and that those forces having arrived, he should 
himself immediately depart with all his people from the 
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city and its territory. All which was accomplished aecord-
ingly in every particular. 

C i l A P . X V . — K I N G - JUZEE ABEN TAXEIN LANDS TO SPAIN, AND THE 
AMEEES TTNXTE AGAINST THE CHEISTIAN SOVEEEIGN, DON A1EONSO. 

W H E N King Juzef found that the donation of the Island 
-was not withheld, he prepared to pass into Spain: wherefore, 
having assembled his Alcaides and troops, whom he con-
"voked and hade to assemble in Morocco, he announced to all 
that it was his purpose to go forth against the Christians; 
and a few days later, having gathered a large forcé, he took 
his way to Cebta. 

Then the King of Seville, Almutamed Aben Abed, ever 
desirous of promoting his own ambitious views, and being 
anxious to impress the King of the Moslemah wdth a good 
opinion of himself, tothe end that Juzef might be prevailed 
on to act more especially in his own favour, resolved to go 
forth to meet the African sovereign; and this he did the 
rafcher as his affairs had reached a perilous crisis, seeing that 
messengers had been sent him from Saragossa declaring the 
place to be cruelly pressed by the King Alfonso, and almost 
<on the point of surrender. Hearing, therefore, that Juzef 
liad left Morocco for Cebta, he believed the time to be 
•opportune for his purpose; wherefore, embarking with a 
briJliant company of noble Andalusians, he crossed the 
aarrow sea, and went to visit the King of the Moslemah, 

• whom he met in the Land of Tangier, at a place known as 
Velila, which is but three days' journey from Cebta. 

Juzef received the King of Seville very amicably, and 
-Aben Abed discoursed to him largely of the condition of 
Andalusia, declaring that the Moslemah of that country 

;now placed all their hopes of liberty and security in his 
¡person alone ; he therefore begged that Juzef would make 
1 what speed he might to release them from their perpetual 
fcara, and from the heavy anxieties wherewith they were 
oppressed. The King of Seville dwelt much on the insolent 
pride of Alfonso the Christian: he described the victories 
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which that monareh had obtained, with the incursions 
whereby he had devastated the land, and the sieges he had 
caused the cities to sustain, concluding by the declaration 
that the Infidel was even then blockading the city of 
Saragossa, which he was on the point of reducing to his 
obedience. 

Aben Abed furthermore spoke with the King of the 
Moslemah in regard to the diíferent Ameers of Spain, de-
scribing the qualities of each, and remarking on the evils 
which all had suffered from their discords and contentions; 
these, as he well observed, having been the solé cause of 
their decadence and the ruin of the state. 

To all this Juzef Ben Taxfin replied, " Beturn instantly 
to thy land, and look well to these afiairs. I also will rejoin 
you there, if God so will it, without delay; I am ready to 
be your leader and your general: doubt not that we shall 
conquer. Go, and í will follow." 

Aben Abed returned to Spain accordingly, and Juzef pro-
ceeded to Cebta, where he made all arrangements for bis 
passage: he prepared ships, assembled his banners, gathered 
his people, and having carefully disposed all things for the 
due government of the provinces of "Velad Zahara, of Al-
kibla, of Zaba, and of Almagreb, from the tribes and 
Cabilas of all which he drew large bodies of men, he then 
commanded that his well-prepared forcé should pass ovar 
into Spain; and the number of that host there embarked 
was so great, that none might hope to count their squadrons, 
save Him only who created them. 

This innumerable multitude then sailed to the Green 
Island, and encamped on its plains ; Juzef Ben Taxfin also 
disembarked on its shores, being accompanied by Ibrahim, 
and a considerable number of Almoravide generáis belonging 
to the tribe of Lamtuna, in whom he placed much confidence, 
doing them great honour, and exhibiting for them a par-
ticular esteem and consideration. 

Now it had come to pass that when the King of the 
Moslemah, even Juzef Aben Taxfin, had entered his ship 
and found himself on the waters, he extended his hands to 
Heaven, and uttered the words of supplication which 
follow:—" Allahuma! If this my passage across the sea be 
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destined to prove a good work for the Moslemah, which 
Thou alone canst know, then do Thou tranquillise and 
appease its waters; but if what I am about to do be not for 
their profit, then let Thy power cause the sea to become 
tempestuous and adverse, so that it shall not perinit my 
passage." And immediately Grod appeased the waves ; 
the moment those words had ceased, the sea became 
very serene and calm, so that the ship of Juzef passed 
over with extraordinary swiftness. This passage took place 
on a Thursday, during the interlune of Eebie Primera, in 
the year 479. 

The King of the Moslemah disembarked very happily on 
the Grreen Island; and that same day he made there his 
prayer at the hour of the Adohar. The governor of Alge-
zira, Aba Chalid Aradillah Yezid, youngest son of Aben 
Abed, King of Seville, came forth to meet him with a 
splendid company of cavaliers, as he had been commanded 
to do by his father,- while at the gate of the city there 
awaited him the King Almutamed Aben Abed in person, 
accompanied by all the Ameers of Spain, and attended by 
a large number of the principal Alcaides and nobles. Ñor 
was any time lost after the arrival of Juzef, since that same 
evening a council was held in relation to the affairs of 
the campaign on which the allies were about to enter. 

During the time that Juzef Ben Taxfin remained en-
camped with his army around Algezira, the King of the 
Moslemah caused the walls of the city to be greatly 
strengthened, restoring them in all such parts as had be-
come dilapidated, and reconstructing certain of the towers 
which had fallen to decay. He also commanded that a deep 
ditch should be dug around the city, supplying the fort with 
all munitions ofwar in great abundan ce, and with provisions 
for many days. Here Juzef placed a garrison selected with 
particular care, recommending a watchful guard to the 
officers entrusted therewith, and commanding the latter to 
remain constantly at their post. 

This was the first passage made into Spain by the Ameer 
of the Moslemah, Juzef Aben Taxfin, who undertook four 
oí them in the course of his after-life, as we shall relate in 
due time. 

King Aben Abed now departed for Seville, there to com-
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mand the preparation of the provisions requirecl by the 
Almorávides who had come to his succour, and also to 
make ready the presenta which he destined for the_ King 
and his principal leaders; Juzef himself following in the 
same direction when he had satisfied himself that all needful 
arrangements and precautions had been sufficiently cared 
for in Algezira; which done, he proceeded with his host 
to the city of Seville. 

Some writers have declared that the King Aben Abed 
met King Juzef at the distance of a day's journey from 
Algezira; and these authorities say that on coming within 
sight of the King of the Moslemah, he made a show of in-
tending to dismount from his horse to kiss his hands bv way 
of courtesy ; but that Juzef would not permit him to do so, 
and prevented it by approaching promptly to salute him. 
The two monarchs then entered into conversation, discours-
ing largely in relation to the war, and to such matters as 
they had in hand, entertaining each other with ingenious 
words during the entire way. The army was meanwhile 
provided with excellent quarters throughout the march, as 
well as with provisions in abundance. All these had been 
cared for by the King Aben Abed in person, and the 
divisions were now apportioned with due regard to the 
quality and nobilitv of each person, very much to the satis-
faction of all. The King of Seville was meanwhile never 
weary of admiring the vast forcé of carefully-selected and 
well-appointed troops, which Juzef Ben Taxfin had brought 
with him, and then considered it certain that their campaign 
against the King Don Alfonso must needs prove a very 
prosperous one. 

The news of the arrival of the Almoravide Moors soon 
reached the army of the Gallician King, who was then en-
camped before Saragossa, when he instantly raised the siege, 
intending to proceed at once to the encounter of the African 
sovereign. But first he called a council of his generáis, 
and the result of the discussion then held was, that Alfonso 
wrote to Aben Badmir, also a King of the Christians—whom 
may AUah confound!—and to him whom they cali Barhanis ; 
the first being at that time occupied with the siege of Medina 
Tartuxa, while the second was carrying desolation into the 
territories of "Valencia; but now both hurried with their 



2 6 4 D O M I N I O N o r T H E A B A B S I N S P A I N . [ A . D . 1 0 8 6 . 

forces to the aid of King Alfonso, to whom they joined 
themselves Avithout delay. Alfonso likewise sent messengers 
to summon the people of Gelalikia,* Castilla, and Bayona, 
from whose provinees he soon received an innumerable 
host; wherefore, as fchese hordes of Infidels congregated 
around tbe ir king Alfonso, and he held them in his hands, 
that misbeliever assembled his Captains, when all agreed that 
it was now time to sally for th against Aben Almutamed, and 
to the encounter of Juzef Ben Taxfin, King of the Almo-
rávides. 

The latter had meanwhile arrived with his army at Medina 
Sevilla, where the troops made a halt of eight days, not for 
rest only, but also to complete the necessary preparations 
for the coming battle. The Ameers of Andalusia likewise con-
voked their people, whom they commanded to join the host 
on the road to Badajoz, when the Moslemah came flocking 
from every province of Spain, the Ameer of Almería alone 
excusing himself, he having near him a frontier line of 
the Christians, which kept him in perpetual cares and 
tumults. 

The King of Algarve, Omar Ben Alaftas, despatched his 
brother Almostansir in advance of the army, with command 
to provide the needful munitions for man and horse along 
the whole line of march. When all the Ameers and generáis 
had joined their troops, such of the people as were con-
siderad unfit for the battle were dismissed to their homes, 
and that done, the host departed from Seville. 

The van guard of the army was led by the King of the 
Moslemah, Juzef Aben Taxfin, in person, the second in 
command being his general Abu Zuleyman Davoud Ben 
Ayxa, who marched at the head of ten thousand Almoravide 
cavalry; then followed the Ameers of Spain, Almutamed 
Muhamad Aben Abed, King of Seville, Balkin Ben Habus, 
King of Granada, Aben Muslama, Lord of Almatgar of the 
Hilís, the Lord of Valencia, Aben Dylnoun Yahye, the King 
of Algarve, Omar Ben Alaftas, with the Walies Ben Azun, 
Ben Gadun, and Ben Zaydun. 

Now the King of the Moslemah had decided that all these 
Ameers and Lords of Andalusia should form one host of 

Gallicia. 
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their separate armies, that body to he led by Aben Abed of 
Seville, while the forcé of the Almorávides should form 
another host apart. In this manner it was, then, that they 
marched ; the place which Aben Abed left in the morning 
being occupied in the evening by Juzef Aben Taxfin with 
his Almorávides, and so they continued to advance until 
they arrived at Medina Artuxa, where they made halt for 
three days. 

I t is related that, before leaving Toledo, the King of 
Gallicia, Don Alfonso, had dreams wherein he beheld a 
terrible visión, and this he saw not once only, but several 
times; and the manner of the appearance was on this wise: 
In his dream, the King believed himself to be mounted on 
an elephant, and beside him there was raised on high an 
A.tambore * which it seemed to him that he sounded with 
his own hands; but the clamours that pealed forth from the 
mstrument were so prodigious and frightful, that the King 
instantly awoke in terror and amazement. And now, as 
this was not the dream of one night only, but of many, 
Alfonso could not help thinkingitof moment, and although 
he well knew that dreams are for the most part but vain 
shadows proceeding from natural causes which variously 
excite the imagination, yet he also remembered that God 
hath frequently been píeased to suffer great events to be 
presented to the soul in those hours of repose and quietude, 
givmg, as it were, a foreshadowing of such weighty and im-
portant events as are thereafter to ensue. 

Thus when, after several nights of this perturbing dream, 
Alfonso once more found himself awakened by the same, 
m a state of much oppression and anxiety, he remained 
watchmg m considerable disquietude until the dawn, and 
when day had come he commanded that his most learned 
men should be summoned to his presence,—the sages of 
the Christians, with their monks, their bishops, priests, &c., 
accompanied by the rabbis of the Jews, who were his 
vassals : nay, these last were especially summoned, seeing 
that they are more profoundly skilled in divinations and 
the interpretation of dreams than are the men of any other 
creed. 

* Atamfcore—the Eastera drum. 
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All these wise men having assembled in his presence, 
King Alfonso made them an exact relation of his dream, 
which he described with much prolixity, and in precise order 
as it had happened ; when, having concluded his narration, 
he added these words: " That which most amazes and alarma 
me in this matter is the pecuh'aritv of the elephant which 
I see in these my visions, and which is an animal not reared 
in our country, ñor seen therein: in like manner the 
Atambore is not of the form and kind which we have in use 
among us, ñor is that either to be seen in Spain; wherefore 
do ye consider what these may portend, and give me the 
significaron thereof without delay. 

The wise men thereupon retired, and having considered 
that visión and dream, they returned to the presence of 
Alfonso, to whom they said: " Lord King, this dream and 
the visión that thou hast seen are sent to signify that thou 
shalt vanquish these great armies that the Moslemah have 
congregated against thee ; that thou shalt despoil their 
camp, and make thyself master of the riches they bring 
with them ; that thou shalt occupy their territory, and re-
turn victorious with great honour and a glorious fame: they 
signify, furthermore, that thou shalt see this thy triumph 
made known through all parts of the East, since the elephant 
which thou dost nightly appear to bestride is this Juzef Aben 
Taxfin, King of the Moslemah and lord of the far-extending 
lands of Africa, who, as well as the elephant, hath had his 
birth and been reared in the deserts of that country, ñor 
hath come forth from thence to any other end than that 
thou shouldst conquer him and mount upon his shoulders, 
in despite of the vast power which he wields. The strangely-
formed Atambore which thou hast sounded on these many 
nights, implies the unheard and marvellous fame which 
shall echo throughout the world, and carry the knowledge 
of thine illustrious victories to every part of the same. 

Alfonso had listened with extreme attention to that de-
claration; but when the wise men had ceased to speak, he 
said, " I t appears to me that ye have gone far from the true 
mterpretation of my dream, seeing that the explication 
which my heart gives me—and rarely doth it deceive me— 
is of a widely difíerent kind, for this announces to me 
nothing better than events of terror and dismay." 
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Having thus spoken, the King turned his head, and look-
ing towards certain Moslemah cavaliers who were his vassals, 
and stood in the chamber, he said to them, " Do ye per-
chance know of any Alime of your nation, who hath skill in 
the interpretation of dreams ?" Thereupon those cavaliers 
replied that they did know of such, since there was in 
Toledo itself a wise man who taught in one of the mosques, 
and who would interpret the visión to the satisfaction of 
the King. 

Alfonso then commanded that they should bring that sage 
to his presence, since he desired to see him and to speak 
with him respecting the matter in question. The Moslemah 
cavaliers went, therefore, to seek the man of whom they had 
spoken, and this was the Faki Muhamad Aben Iza, who was 
a native of Magama, and to whom they made known the 
summons and desire of the King. 

Muhamad Aben Iza then asked them if they knew for 
what purpose he was summoned ; and they repeated to him 
what they had heard of the matter, adding that the king 
desired to hear the interpretation of a dream from his 
mouth; but the Faki replied, " God will not permit me to 
cross the threshold of an Infidel for any such purpose;" and 
all their eíforts to prevail on him to consent remained with-
out avail. It was in vain that the nobles represented to 
him the honour he would receive for having entered the 
presence of so powerful a sovereign; the Faki did but repeat 
these words, " God is my Lord and my Protector; in His 
hands are the good and the evil that are to be my lot." 
Beyond that, the cavaliers could obtain nothing. 

_ Much displeased, these messengers then returned to the 
king ; but to avoid awakening the anger of Alfonso, which 
might have turned to the destruction of the sage, they said 
to him, " Lord _ King, this Faki is a man of austere life 
and great humility, insomuch that he doth not consider it 
lawful for him to enter palaces and the dwellings of the 
great; but, since this is a delicacy of his law and of his 
religious humility, it appears to us excusable; wherefore, 
if your Highness shall permit, we will relate to the wise 
man the dream you have had; we will then bring to you the 
explication which he shall make thereof, and which we hope 
will be the true one." 
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With that proposal the king declared himself content; 
he repeated his dream and the visión to the Moslemah 
cavaliers, and they returned to the Eaki Muhamad Aben 
Iza of Magama, He was at that time reading in the mosque 
within Toledo, for he was the Almocri of the same, and they 
there related to him very minutely the visión of the king, 
desiring him to meditate maturely thereon, since it was a 
grave thing and of much importance; also they were anxious 
to satisfy the desire of the sovereign. 

The Faki betook himself to his meditations accordingly, 
and when these were finished, he said, " Go to the King Don 
Alfonso, and say that the accomplishment of his visión is 
very near, and that the significaron of the dream is after this 
wise:—He shall be vanquished, yea, in a disgraceful defeat 
and with great slaughter; he shall fly with but few of his 
people, and the victory shall remain with the Moslemah. 
Tell him, moreover, that this declaration is derived from 
the honourable Koran,—' Know ye not what your God hath 
prepared for him of the elephant ? Hath he not brought 
his forcé to nothing, and rendered his evil intentions of no 
avail ? See ye not that He hath sent over them the vultures 
of Babel ?' 

" These words," continued the Eaki, " gave intimation of 
the defeat and downfall of Ibrahim, King of the Abassides, 
when he went forth with his powerful army against Arabia, 
and with intent to destroy Alharam, the House of God; to 
which end he went riding on a great elephant: but God 
sent for his destruction the wild vultures of Babel, who cast 
balls of glowing fire upon that host, and rendering vain the 
proud resolves of the Ethiopian king, even Ibrahim of the 
Abassides, converted his pride and pomp into wretchedness 
and the vileness of dust. As to the Atambore which Alfonso 
describeth as having hung beside him, and which he struck 
with his own hands, this signifies that the hour of his deso-
lation is approaching, and that the day when he shall next 
hear the sounding of trumpets and the clangour of drums 
from the ranks of his foes, shall be a day of terror, defeat, 
and carnage for the bands of the Infidel." 

. This interpretation was repeated by the Cavaliers to the 
king, who changed colour as he heard it, and who said, 
" By the God of my worship! let this your Alfaki tremble 



A . D . 1 0 8 6 . ] B A T T L E OE ZALACCA. 269 

if he hath lied, for be sure that I will make him a warn-
ing." But when that fierce menace of the king was 
repeated to the Eaki, he treated it with contempt, and. said, 
" Neither Alfonso ñor any other can work me woe without 
the permission of G-od: be it then according to His will." 

C H A P . X V I . — O F THE BATTLE OF ZALACCA. 

" W H E N the King Don Alfonso had assembled his host, it 
was found that there had congregated an innumerable multi-
tude, and of that forcé more than eighty thousand were 
cavalry. The half of these horsemen were clothed in heavy 
armour, being covered with iron, and the other half were 
light cavalry, many of them Arabs, of whom Alfonso had 
nearly thirty thousand in his service. Thus there were 
many Moslemah in the camp of the Christian king. 

"With this host Alfonso marched to the encounter of 
Juzef Aben Taxfin and the Ameers of Andalusia ; and 
when both armies had arrived within a short distance of 
each other, they formed their camps, which they seated in 
the territory of Badajoz, among the groves and plains called 
those of Zalacca, which are at the distance of some four 
leagues from that city. Aben Abed, King of Seville, ad-
vised that the Moslemah forcé should form two separate 
camps; this he did, to the end that their appearance might 
inspire the enemy with the greater fear and dismay:—and 
of a truth the spectacle which they thus presented wTas one 
well calculated to bear terror to the heart of him who 
beheld it. The river of Badajoz, which is called JSTahar-
Hagir, flowed between the Christian camp and that of the 
Moslemah, both armies drinking of its waters. 

We find it related in certain of the authors writing at 
the time, that the King of the Moslemah, Juzef Aben 
Taxfin, here wrote a letter to the King Don Alfonso ; others 
say that this letter was written at Medina Artuxa, and con-
tained a proposition to the eífect that the G-allician monarch 
should do one of three things, which were these,—first, that 
he should abandon the Christian faith and declare himself 
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a Mosleman; or, he should acknowledge himself the vassal 
of Juzef Aben Taxfin, King of the Moslemah; or, failing 
these, he should prepare himself for the battle. In the 
letter, Juzef is furthermore affirmed to have spoken as 
follows : —" I have heard, O King Alfonso, that thou hast 
expressed a wish for the possession of ships wherewith 
thou mayst come to seelc me in my dominions, wherefore I 
have spared thee that trouble, as thou seest, and have come 
to seek thee in thy territories instead. God hath thus con-
joined us in these regions, to the end that thou shouldst 
taste the fruits of thy presumption, and receive such 
fulfílment of thy desire as He hath destined for thee." 

This letter being written and despatched, was given into 
the hands of Alfonso, and the messenger related on his re-
turn that the king, having read it very rapidly, had then 
cast it to the earth in great anger; which done, he turned. 
to the envoy, and with infinite haughtiness uttered these 
words: " G-o and bid thine Ameer not to conceal himself 
in the battle, which if he do not, we shall see each other." 

There then aróse many questions and replies between the 
hosts and among the generáis, with respect to the order and 
day of the battle: and on that occasion the King Don 
Alfonso is said to have written a very crafty letter to Juzef 
Ben Taxfin, wherein he said that the next day being Friday, 
which was the holy day or solemn festival of the Moslemah, 
it would not be well to give battle on that day; and the next 
being Saturday, was the festival of the Jews, of whom he 
had many in his host, and did not consider it just to in-
fringe on their sabbath; while the third was in like manner 
Sunday, or the day held sacred by the Christians, when 
it would by no means be suitable to give battle, for the 
same reason. He therefore wished that the conflict should 
be deferred to that following, namely Monday, when they 
might array themselves to the fight with one accord, 
standing forth power against power, without scruple on any 
part. 

The King of the Moslemah, with consent of the Ameers 
of Andalusia, replied that he was content to await the time 
which King Alfonso had fixed, and that the battle should 
be given on Monday, which was the 14th of the moon Begeb, 
in the year 479. But the King of Seville warned Juzef 
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Aben Taxfin to keep careful watch, and be ready for tbe 
contest at every moment, seeing tbat tbey had to do with 
an adversary of infinite craft and well praetised in all the 
wiles and stratagems of war. 

The night preceding the 12th day of Kegeb having come, 
Aben Abed repeated his advice and exhortations to all, 
warning every leader to hold himself ready for the strife : 
in the meantime he despatched scouts and spies on horse-
back, in whom he had confidence, towards the camp of 
Alfonso, that these might observe his movements and give 
instant notice of his approach. 

In this matter the King of Seville busied himself till the 
approach of dawn, and being then engaged in the prayer of 
Asohbi (since the day was breaking, and the light about to 
appear), he remarked that one of the spies whom he had set 
to observe the enemy's movements carne hurrying towards 
him in great haste. "When the man approached within 
hearing, he exclaimed, " O Muley, now cometh the foe 
against the Moslemah with a host innumerable as the 
thickest swarms of the locust!" "Whereupon the King 
of Seville despatched that intelligence to Juzef Ben 
Taxfin, whom the messenger found in his pavilion fully 
prepared. 

It has been affirmed, that Aben Abed at the same time 
consulted one of his astrologers, who drew a figure, and 
naymg done so, said, " Muley, this will be a dark and fatal 
day for the Moslemah: let them not enter into the battle." 
tfut that prediction Aben Abed would not repeat to King 
Juzef and the other Ameers, lest it might intimidate them, 
or lest, thinkmg lightly of the matter, they might consider 
him weak and timid for giving ear to the predictions of the 
stars, as predicted by the astrologer in question. 

King Juzef had not permitted any man to sleep in his 
camp that night, and now sent his General, Almudafar 
Davond, in advance, with a large body of cross-bowmen and 
the vanguard of his Almoravide cavalry, those troops having 
been previously appointed by Juzef Ben Taxfin to commence 
the battle. Now Davoud Aben Ayxa was a general of high 
reputation ; he had not his equal among the Moslemah for 
courage and resolution, and had ever displayed the utmost 
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address in the perilous conjunctures of battle, wherein he 
was largely experienced. 

That enemy of Allah, the tyrant Alfonso, had marshalled 
his host into two divisions, and he now sent his advance 
against the Moslemah, expecting to take them unawares, 
wherefore the van of his army pressed forward very eagerly; 
but after a few skirmishes with the corps of Davoud Ben 
Ayxa, with no decided success on either side, they both 
withdrew, each having suffered considerable diminution of his 
numbers; the advance of each army then retired upon the 
main body of their respective hosts. But in the course of a 
few hours thereaffcer, the cry of battle was again heard to re-
sound, the clamour of men being mingled with the clangour 
of the trumpets. The King of Seville then commanded 
his astrologer to make a new observation, when the learned 
man discovered that the configurations were become much 
more favourable to the Moslemah, and promised them a 
glorious victory. This intelligence the King of Seville in-
stantly despatched to King Juzef, in the following verses, 
for Aben Abed was an excellent poet, as hath more than 
once been declared:— 

" God's anger on the Christian horde 
Sends cruel slaughter, by thy sword, 
While favouring stars announce to tboe 
And to thy Moslems, Yictory." 

King Juzef, whom the dubious result of the skirmish above 
mentioned had much discouraged, became animated by those 
lines ; he rodé from rank to rank among his people, and was 
greatly rejoiced to perceive that all seemed eager for the 
fight. The King Don Alfonso also came forward on his 
part, and meeting the división led by Davoud Aben Ayxa, 
a sanguinary and murderous conflict ensued. The Mosle-
mah maintained their ground with a strong heart, but the 
enemy of God bore them down and overwhelmed them by his 
heavy cavalry and vast numbers, as would a torrent that 
rushes raging from the mountains. Cióse and obstínate 
was that terrible encounter, wherein the warriors hacked 
and hewed each other to the earth with their swords, 
since the lances, already broken, could avail to their rage no 
longer. 
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The seeond división of the tyrant Alfonso, led on by 
Albar Hanis and G-arcia Aben Radmir, now carne forward, 
and its leaders brought their troops boldly into action: 
they fell with impetnous fury on the camp of Aben Abed 
and the other Ameers of Andalusia: these they so effec-
tually surrounded and hemmed in, that they could no longer 
see each other, and the darkness produced by that mass 
was as the shadows of an obscure night. The Moslemah 
held themselves for lost; they began to retreat, and the 
Christians continued to press them so closely, that they 
were soon in full flight towards Badajoz. The cavalry of 
Seville alone maintained its ground ; but the valiant cavaliers 
of Aben Abed kept their faces to the foe, being commanded 
by the brave and vigorous Almutamed, their king, in 
person : these fought like wounded lions, although sur-
rounded on all sides by the enemy, who poured on that part 
of the forcé the most formidable weight of his fury; ñor 
have the renowned soldiers of the Sevillian horse at any 
time given more terrible proof of their steadiness and 
courage than on that day, as the slaughtered Infidels 
lying around them in ghastly heaps made horribly manifest. 

King Juzef now received advice of the rout and calami-
tous retreat of the Andalusians, which had then become a 
disorderly flight; but he was at the same time informed of 
the noble manner in which Aben Abed was maintaining his 
ground, though enduring the fiercest brunt of the battle 
with the seeond división of Alfonso's army, while his own 
general Davoud Aben Ayxa was fully justifying his ancient 
reputation m the conflict with that portion ¿f the Christian 
troops which were conducted by Alfonso himself. Yet 
many noble Moslemah were meanwhile dying as good and 
brave men alone know how to do; wherefore Juzef Aben 
Taxfin sent his general Syr Aben Bekir with the Alarabian 
Cabilas to remforce the noble generáis Davoud Aben Ayxa. 
and Aben Abed, King of Seville. 

The Moslemah tribes of the Zenetes, Masamudes, and! 
G-omares, then got into motion, with the troops taken from 
other Cabilas of Barbary, whom Juzef Ben Taxfin had re-
tained in his reserve, the King of the Moslemah himself 
advancing with his guard of the tribe of Lamtuna, the 
Almoravide Cabilas, and others of Zenete, those of Zanhaga 

VOl. EL. T 
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being in like manner called into action,—and all that forcé 
directed their march on the camp and pavilion of King 
Alfonso. 

The Christian monarch himself was meanwhile involved in 
the hottest of the fight, and, far from the line of march 
chosen by the wily Juzef, had left his camp but slightly de-
fended : the troops of the Almoravide sovereign thus found 
110 great difficulty in penetrating to the tents of the Infidels. 
These they cut to pieces and destroyed in a short time, and 
after a feeble defence they made themselves masters of the 
royal pavilion, setting fire to the camp in many places, and 
breathing dismay into the hearts of all therein. 

King Alfonso, as above said, was at that time engaged 
in the fiercest of the battle; he had defeated the troops 
of Davoud Aben Ayxa, and the Moslemah were flying 
in confusion, when the cavalry of Alfonso beheld the rout of 
their own soldiers, whom they had left to guard their camp, 
and believed in safety, but whom they now saw hurrying 
to them for refuge, while the King of the Moslemah, with 
his victorious rearguard, their Atambores beating and 
colours flying, followed cióse upon them in eager pursuit. 
The brave Almorávides cut down whole swarms of the 
Infidels with those resistless swords, which, still thirsting for 
their blood, were seeking to appease themselves in the 
streams of the same, now growing to lakes around them. 
These were the forces returning from the destruction of 
the Christian camp, where they had burnt and destroyed 
the tents, had plundered the harem and pavilion of the 
king, and had found so vast an amount of treasure therein 
that the loss sustained that day by the Infidels in their 
treasures might be considered almost equal to that of the 
blood which had flowed. 

Then did the King Don Alfonso turn the might of his 
forcé on the Africans, and the Christian troops, advancing 
in perfect order of battle, fell on the people of King Juzef 
with indescribable impetuosity and rage. The struggle was 
then renewed between both armies with such wild fury and 
so atrocious a carnage that nothing like it had ever before 
been heard or seen. The Ameer Juzef Ben Taxfin himself 
rodé frequently among the Moslemah, exhorting them to 
constancy, and calling on them to hold firmly to the last in 
that battle for G-od and Ilis law. " O bands of the Moslemah," 
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he exclaimed, " courage! courage in this your noble strife! 
Good heart! good lieart in this holy fight. Behold! God 
hath already numbered and is diminishing these Infidels, 
while the reward of your valour will be crowns of paradise. 
Nay, those who have already fallen in this battle are even 
now enjoying the inexpressible glories of those delicious 
abodes which are to be theirs for eternity." Uttering 
these and similar words, the King of the Moslemah fought 
bravely in person at the same time. He was then mounted 
on his third horse, since he did not shrink from plunging 
into the most perilous parts of that ensanguined field. But 
there was no Mosleman who failed to fight on that day as if 
his solé desire had been the crown of martyrdom; and many 
there were who even appeared to seek eagerly the death 
which was to be followed by so glorious an awakening. 

The King Aben Abed and his brave cavalry were mean-
while fighting in desperation, not knowing the state of the 
battle m other portions of the field; at length he unex-
pectedly beheld the Christian hordes flying routed across the 
plain at some distance from that part of the battle-ground 
whereon he was himself occupied, while the Moorish sabres, 
falling on the shoulders of the beaten Infidels, were making 
liavoc and confusion among their ranks. Beholding this, the 
king called to his people with animated tones, " Up, my 
friends ! once more up and be with them, for God hath 
counted their moments." He then resumed the struggle 
with increased eagerness, being seconded by the troops 
which byr Ben Abi Bekir had led forth from the Cabilas of 
Zeneta, Masumuda and Gomara. These completed the defeat 
of the Christian host, and those of the Moslemah who had 
broken m disorder at the commencement of the battle, 
having also recovercd from their panic, and returned from 
their fiight towards Badajoz, the total rout of the Infidel 
was secured. 

All this was the result of the advantage obtained by 
Juzef Aben Taxfin, for no sooner was it reported that the 
camp of the Christians had been destroyed, and that the 
pavilion of their king was in the hands of the Moslemah, than 
troop after troop of those who had either fled or were still 
wavering, returned with fresh ardour to the conflict inso-
much that the enemy was at length defeated on every point, 
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but the slaughter was nevertheless continued until the 
setting of the sun. 

And now, when the King Don Alfonso discovered, as night 
sank down, that all his army was indeed destroyed, and his 
bravest leaders no more, he saw well that, the bravery of the 
Almoravide forces considered, with the cióse unión sure 
to prevail among all the Moslemah in this their sacred war, 
there remained to him no other resource than flight, and 
became assured that the thought of renewing the fearful 
chances of battle neither could ñor ought to be entertained. 
He took his way from tho field, therefore, in profound 
despair, uncertain whither he should direct his steps, and 
thus, with five hundred followers only, he rodé fast before the 
conquering Almorávides. These warriors did not cease to 
persecute the fugitives* as they pursued their unknown 
way across mountain and valley; picking them off as the 
pigeons pick the grains of corn, until dark night at length 
interposed her dusky veil between the Moslemah 'and his 
prey. 

The hours of that night which still remained were passed 
by the Moslemah victors among the Christian corpses that 
bestrewed the field: these they despoiled of their arms and 
other valuables, which they piled into great heaps, while 
they sang praises to Allah for the favour and protection he 
had vouchsafed to their efforts. Thus then did they remain 
until the hour of dawn, and the prayer of Asohbi was 
made in the midst of the battle-field. 

This was one of the most terrible slaughters that G-od 
hath ever inflicted on His enemies by the hands of the Faith-
ful, and the most wonderful of all the battles fought for 
the law. Before the end of that struggle the most illus-
trious of the Christian nobles and those who were the 
bravest defenders and protectors of their creed were laid 
dead on the soil. The tyrant Alfonso himself did not escape 
without great difficulty: the fact that the horses of that 
small company of cavaliers by which he was attended being 

* Muhamad Abdelaziz, who was one of the household of King Aben 
Abed at this period, relates that in this flight a negro slave belonging to 
King Juzef wounded Alfonso in the thigh with his curved scimitar, 
when the Gallician monarch was heard to say, " The slave hath assailed 
me with his sieHe."—Conde. 
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of extraordinary swiftness, alone enabled them to make good 
their flight. But even of these his followers many died of 
their wounds on the way, insomuch that four hundred 
cavaliers and about one hundred of his life guard and house-
hold was the whole forcé with which the Gallician king 
returned to the city of Toledo. 

This fortúnate and remarkable day was a Friday,' the 
14th* day of the moon Eegeb, in the year 479. On that 
day God presented the rewards of their faith and the crown 
of their martyrdom to about three thousand of our Mos-
leman brethren; but as to the Christians, their heads alone, 
which the Ameer Amumenin commanded his people to cut off, 
are alleged to have made heaps like great towers,wken piledup 
m bis presence, and the Alfaki Abu Yahye relates that he 
heard many of the Moslemah, who were present at that 
glonous battle, declare the height of the heads so amassed 
to have overtopped the longest lances, as they were placed 
by the sicle oí those ghastly mountains. Abu Meruan Aben 
Mayan, who was himself in the fight, assures us that the 
heads were counted from motives of mere curiosity, before 
Aben Abed, Kmg of Seville, and that those who reckoned 
them went as far as twenty-four thousand without having 
fimshed the count. But Abdel Halim tells us what does 
mdeed seem mcredible; he declares that the King of the Mos-
lemah even Juzef Aben Taxfin, sent ten thousand of those 
heads to Seville ten thousand to Cordova, and ten thousand 
to Valencia, witn the same number to Saragossa and Murcia 
respectively; all wlnch being done, Abdel Halim hath further-
more affirmed that the King despatched forty thousand to 
Ataca, where he commanded that they should be distributed 
among tne cities of the land, to the end that the people, 
seemg these trophies, might give thanks to God for the 
great favour he had conferred on the Moslemah arms in so 
important and renowned a victory. He adds that the number 
of the Infidels must have been at least eighty thousand 
horse and one hundred thousand foot, of which number there 
escaped but very few from the field. By that stupendous 
tnumph of the Law God did so profoundly humiliate the 

* Abdelkalim says that the battle of Zalacca was fought in the 
2nd decade of the moon Eegeb, but does not specify the day.—Conde. 
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pride of the Christians in Spain that they did not raise 
their heads again for nearly seventy years. 

On that day King Juzef Ben Taxfin assumed the title of 
Ameer Amusiimin, or King of the Moslemah, which he had 
not before permitted himself to do; but now that God had 
conferred so great a triumph on Islam by his hand and lent 
such vast forcé to his arms, he consented to cali himself by 
that august title. He wrote an account of the signal victory 
he had obtained, to his people on the African side of the sea, 
and also to Temim El Maun, Lord of Almedina. The news 
thereof were likewise published in all the territories of 
Africa, Almagreb, and Spain, where they were received with 
universal rejoicings. Thus the fame of this great victory 
becoming extended through all the lands of the Eaithful, 
caused the people to increase in fervour, zeal, and charity, all 
giving thanks to God for that singular benefit. 

The letter relating the matter which was sent to the 
opposite shores by the Ameer Amusiimin, Juzef Aben 
Taxfin, was in the words that follow: 

C H A P . X V I I . — R E L A T I O N OF THE VICTORY OF ZAIACCA SENT TO THE 
AFRICAN SHORES BY JUZEF BEN TAXFIN, AND BY ABEN ABED TO 
MEDINA SEVILLA. 

" Due praise being first given to God the Highest, the 
zealous Defender of His Law, benedictions, increase of 
felicity, and perfection to our Lord Muhamad his excellent 
messenger, the most noble and most honoured of created 
beings. 

" "We had no sooner approached the camp of the enemy 
of God, the tyrant Alfonso—on whom be the curses of Allah t 
- and agreed among ourselves as to what it behoved us to do, 
than we announced our determination to the Infidel King, 
and made him our propositions, giving him the choice of three 
things—Islam, the Tribute, or War ; and he preferred War. 

" Then it was resolved that the battle should be given on 
Monday, the 12th of the moon Begeb, for he said, ' The 
Eriday is the festival of the Moslemah, the Saturday that of 
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the Jews,—and we have many of both in our army,—while the 
Sunday is our festival; let us then agree to choose a day, and 
let it be Monday.' 

" But this tyrant and his people did not keep their word, 
they departed from it according to their custom,—a thing 
which increased our fury and just anger in the fight. 
Suspecting his perfídious intent, we had taken care to place 
our spies in observation, and these gave us notice of their 
movements. At the hour of dawn on the 12th day of 
llegeb, accordinglv, which was Friday,* we received intelli-
gence that preparations for attack had been made in the 
camp of the enemy, who was furthermore declared to be 
instantly coming upon us, but to bis own downfall and ruin. 
Then the most valiant Moslemah rose up to proceed against 
him, at once conunencing to work him woe upon woe, and 
to strike his bands to the earth in numbers beyond all 
numeration. As the eagles to their prey, so did the 
Moslemah forces rush upon the host of the enemy, the 
cavalry hastening to repel the attack of the Christian'borde 
with the forcé of the valiant lion. Our banners of felicity, 
of victory, and of illustrious martyrdom, estended ever more 
and more widely across the field. The power of Lamtuna 
bore onward full of terror for Alfonso Ben Ferdeland 
and when the Christians beheld our standard of faith and 
triumph floating over their heads, the splendour of our 
conquering cavalry bewildered them, they were dazzled and 
dismayed, as by the lightnings of terror and confusion. The 
tempest-bearing cloud of our lances overshadowed them, 
and sinking beneath the blades of the Faithful, they were 
trampled by the hoofs of their own ferocious horses, their 
death-cry sounding piteously amidst tbe crashing thunder 
of the Atambours. 

" Into that snare then, fell the Christians and their tvrant 
even Alfonso Ben Ferdeland, while proposing to deceive by 
his stratagems the sons of the Faith; but the valiant 

* The day (Juma, or Iriday), which was but yaguely attended to in 
the account given of the opening of the battle in the text, is clearly 
stated, and proves that the 14th, or Monday, given by other authorities, 
is not the correct date. 



280 D O M I N I O N O F T H E A 1 J A B S I N S P A I N . [ A . D . 1081-2. 

Almorávides taught them the truth of the matter. In the 
mighty whirlwind of that impetuous strife, our swords, 
glancing in crimson as they waved high in air, and the sharp 
lances with their penetrating points, drew forth from the 
wounds which they opened, deep rivers of blood flowing fast 
from the hordes of the foe, over whose slain we made our 
passage in the ñame of the all-powerful Allah, the Mighty 
and Exalted Protector. 

" Every one of our own brave warriors stood ready on his 
part to exhibit the like purple streams before the people of 
Afranc and the accursed Alfonso, so that all the four hundred 
cavaliers, whom alone he saved alive of the eighty thousand 
horsemen and one hundred thousand foot soldiers, whom he 
had brought into that battle, might swim therein and satiate 
themselves with the same. But that host of the Infidel was 
a people whom God the llighest had destined to the wheels of 
destruction, there to be ground and crushed to nothing-
ness, seeing that He permitted to escape with their lives but 
a few of that accursed race, and these were suffered to live 
only to the end that, looking down from- a mountain, they 
might thence behold the extent of their calamity. Oh, evü 
sight for them! and great trial of such patience as they 
might find to consolé them in that hour of irremediable 
despair ^and raging indignation, as they bethought them that 
all reprisals were impossible, and that to them the hope of 
vengeance must be a forbidden thing. Nay, there was 
nothing left to Alfonso but the vain and miserable resource 
of groans and lamentations, ñor had he any refuge save that 
of hiding himself in the darkness of the obscure and death-
black night. 

" The Ameer of the Moslemah, the leader of the sacred 
war, the enumerator and destróyer of inimical hosts, the 
victorious Juzef Aben Taxfin, after thanks rendered to Allah, 
now reposes in a blessed security, reclined on the chariot of 
hig triumph and of victory, beneath the shadow of those 
conquering banners which are the ensigns of protection and 
glory. And already the flowing rivers of his greatness, the 
Nile-stream of his increasing power, hath been poured 
forth impetuously, in the persons of his warriors, on the 
cities and fortresses of the" foe. The Paithful are desolating 
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the fields of the Christian, and are loading his captive 
people with fetters, the Ameer beholding all this with eyes 
of complacency and delight, while the tyrant Alfonso regards 
the same with dismayed and troubled glances, that turn 
giddy and are bewildered at the sight. 

" Of the Ameers of Spain, Aben Abed, King of Seville 
alone was found to be constant in the fight; he alone refused 
to turn his face for the fear of the cruel carnage, main-
taining his ground and fighting steadily, as should the 
bravest and noblest warrior of his land, - and in a manner 
fully worthy of him who held the place of principal leader 
of the Moslemah. Yet he came forth from the battle with 
only a slight wound in the side, and this shall serve him as 
a glorious remembrance of that stupendous conflict wherein 
he received the same. 

" Alfonso Ben Ferdeland, sheltered beneath the shadows 
oí the darksome night, saved his life by a hasty flight, 
without certam road or direction, ñor did he give his sor-
rowful eyes to sleep through those dreary hours. Nay, of 
the five hundred cavaliers with whom he fled the field, 'four 
hundred perished in that difficult way, and he entered into 
the city of Toledo with one hundred only. For all this be 
thanks to God the Highest!" 

That singular favour and glorious victory of Zalacca was 
conterred on the Moslemah forces on Friday, the 12th day 
oí the moon Eegeb, in the year 479, corresponding to the 
~ n d an

1
d ; i r d o f the month of October in the year 1686. I t 

was celebrated by Alebata, Aben Gemhur, and other good 
poets, in elegant verses, but it is a truth that the Ameers of 
Spain did not acquit themselves well on that day. Aben 
Abed of Seville was the only one of them who merited 
praise and eternal remembrance, but he did so, and the same 
may be said of the Sevillian cavaliers whom he led: since 
both he and those of his company performed feats of 
admirable prowess. Some writers afíirm that Aben Abed 
bore off six glorious wounds from that field, and he himself 
implies something of the same kind, in certain verses which 
he wrote soon after to his son the Prince Obeidallah Arraxid. 
These authors furthermore tell us that at the set of the sun 
on that day of Zalacca, the King of Seville was compelled by 



382 D O M I N I O N O F T H E A 1 J A B S I N S P A I N . [ A . D . 1081-2. 

the state of those wounds to remain in his pavilion, while 
King Juzef and his Almorávides were in pursuit of the 
Christians; but they add that his contentment and delight 
at the victory were such, that, wounded as he was, he took 
the fragment of a scroll not broader than a finger, and wrote 
thereon the result of the battle, sending the lines to his son, 
who was then in Seville. The few words thus written were 
as follow:— 

" To my son Raxid, whom God hold perfeeted by his grace! 
The Mosleman forcé hath met the proud Alfonso, and God 
hath given the victory to the Faithful, conquering the Infidels 
by their hands, for which be thanks to God, for He is the 
upholder of all things. Make this known to all the Faithful 
who are with thee. Farewell." Then he closed his letter, 
and fastened it beneath the wing of a carrier-pigeon, which 
he had brought from Seville for that purpose, and which 
now served as the messenger of those glorious news. 

Tahye relates that the people of Seville were in no small 
doubt and anxiety meanwhile, much desiring to be delivered 
from their suspense, and not yet knowing of the success of 
their army, when they beheld the dove arriving at the 
Alcazar of Aben Abed. She was instantly taken, and the 
little billet which she had borne beneath her wing being 
unsealed, was read to all the people in the principal mosque. 
Then the whole city was filled with gladness, and they 
began to make a great festival, rejoicing and giving thanks 
to God. A few days later they received a more minute 
relation of that great event, and as Aben Abed wrote to the 
people of Seville, so did Metuakil Omar Ben Alaftas, King 
of Valencia; Almudafar, Ameer of Badajoz; the Vizier of 
Cordova, Abu Bekir Mohamad ; and Abdallah, King of 
Granada, to their people respectively: and the same was 
done by the rest of the Ameers, each writing an account to 
his people, insomuch that the victory was made known by 
those letters and relations to every part of Spain. 

The letter of King Aben Abed was as follows:— 
" Praise be to God. 
" The 12th day of the moon Regeb, in the year 479, 

having come, God made manifest a decree of His eternal 
wisdom and irrevocable will, written in the resplendent 
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characters of divine fire on the tablets of destiny. This 
decree opened to us the gates whereby we were to come 
forth from many oppressions and tribulations, entering 
instead thereof on a path that leadeth to much felicity and 
good fortune. 

" I t was permitted to us by the Merciful, the Griver of all 
things, the Acceptor of contrition, the Pardoner of our sins, 
that we should meet the arrogant enemy of the Faith, to our 
glory and to his confusion. 

" He commenced by certain falsehoods and deceits, where-
by he purposed to offend and do us wrong, but the Infidel 
fell into the snare which he had prepared for our feet, for such 
was the divine destination of eterna! justice. His false and 
deceptive precipitation was the presage of felicity to 
the Paithful, the deceit whereby the enemy of Allah 
would have betrayed us, brought the air of victory, full of 
soft and cheering fragrance, to our banners, and this 
beneficent breeze-the treachery of the Infidel could not 
dissipate, ñor could his anger turn it aside. 

" Our Moslemah prepared their arms, resplendent as the 
light, and covered their horses with caparisons of silk; they 
then awaited with impatience the coming of the day wherein 
they were to mingle themselves in the ranks of the foe, and 
become involved amidst those Infidel hordes, in lakes and 
streams of whose blood they were to slake the fiery thirst of 
their swords. The felicitous dawn which was to make us 
conquerors at length arrived, it appeared in radiance, calling 
us to action from the heights of blessedness, and, as it were, 
exciting all to combat by these words : ' The day hath 
dawned! the day hath dawned! and no long time henee shall 
come forth the sun, his bright rays scorching the Infidels, 
who shall this day find no shade or shelter beneath which 
they may conceal themselves from the noontide resplendence 
of his fires.' 

" Never yet hath a more auspicious dawn appeared for the 
Moslemah arms; we put our troops into order of battle, the 
generáis and valiant men beginning to place themselves in 
the positions destined for them; yet it was not without some 
commotion and heaving of the heart that we bound the 
linen wrappers of our turbans fast to our heads. "We 
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made a short profession of faith, and presently afterwards 
the earth trembled beneath our feet as we moved to that 
fight which was soon to make ns glitter with the radiance 
of the victory given to his army by God the divine Protector, 
whom no human tongue can describe, ñor the understanding 
of any creature of Ailah comprehend. 

" In the first encounters there were some signs of dread 
defeat and consternation for the Moslemah, many of the 
noblest among them falling a prey to the fury of the foe, 
whose countless numbers carne upon us, impetuous as the 
torrent that rushes from '.the mountains, and these carried 
many away in their rage. But that imminent peril having 
passed, God bade victory descend upon our banners, and 
the edge of our Moslemah swords reaped an abundant 
harvest of Infidel throats. Allah had made us promise of 
the victory, and announced a favourable conclusión, and 
Allah is no vain breaker of his promise, but fulfilleth the 
compact made with minute exactitude. 

" And now reflect on this felicity, celebrato the great 
good fortune as its importance merits ; rejoice in it with us, 
and give thanks to the Conqueror, even to Allah, for none 
is the conqueror save God alone, ñor is there forcé or power 
save in His hand: wherefore say ye with us, ' Thanks be to 
God, the creator and preserver of all things, for the happiness 
which he sent us at the dawn and the blessing which 
continued till the night." 

This battle of Zalacca was the most fortúnate and eventful 
of any fought by the Moslemah since that of Yarmuz and 
the day of Cadisia, seeing that the battle, or rather the 
Infidel downfall of Zalacca, caused the seat of Islam to be 
made firm in Andalusia: and whereas before that time the 
foot of the believer had become feeble, and was slipping away 
from the path traced out for him by the hand of God, it 
now became confirmed in strength, and the Paithful returned 
to their pristine constancy in the law. 
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C H A P . X Y I I I . — R E T U R N OF JUZEF ABEN TAXFIN TO AFRTCA. OP THE 
CAMPAIGNS OP THE ALMORAVIDES, AND OP ABEN ABED, KING OP 
SEVILLE. HUESCA TAKEN BY THE CHRISTIANS AFTER THE VICTORY 
OP ALCOBAZA. SECOND COMINO OP THE KING OP THE MOSLEMAH, 
JUZEF ABEN TAXFIN. 

The chronicles relate that some few days after this victory, 
and while the Moslemah were still occupied with the dis-
tribution of the spoils gathered therein, the rich vestments, 
the costly arms, the gilded swords, the gorgeous girdles and 
shonlder belts of price, the precious lances inlaid with 
ivory, silver, and other metáis, with snch riches as words 
can find no ñame to denote, there came a messenger of great 
woe from Africa to the camp of Juzef Aben Taxfin, King of 
the Moslemah. This envoy brought intelligence of the 
death of Abu Bekir Seir, a son of Juzef the king, whom he 
had left grievously sick at Morocco; by this event Aben 
Taxfin was rendered very sorrowful, and the great rejoicings 
which the Moslemah were making for their victory were 
thereby aiminished. 

The Ameer now determined to repair immediately to 
Africa, whither he would not have returned so early but on 
that account. He gave the command of the Almoravide 
troops, whom he ordered to continué in Spain, to his general, 
Syr Abi Bekir, and then departing immediately, he embarked 
and passed over to Morocco, in which city he remained until 
the year 480* 

The army of the Almorávides then directed their march 
along the frontier line of Gallicia, recovering as they went 
the towns and fortresses which had been taken from the 
Moslemah by the Christians: they were accompanied in 
that campaign by Aben Alaftas, King of Badaljos. 

Syr Ben Bekir, the most crafty of the Almoravide generáis, 
and the one in whom Juzef Aben Taxfin confided the most 
implicitly, was meanwhile occupied in cióse observation of 
the disposition of the country, the state of the towns, and 
the strength of the fortresses; and so did he pass the time 
until the arrival of the year 480. 

The King of Seville, Aben Abed, who understood the 

* A.D. 1086 or 1087. 
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requirements of the times better than any other of the Anda-
lusian Ameers, also did his best to profít by the opportunity 
presented to him, and with a body of light horse he made 
incursions into the territory of Toledo, occupying numerous 
towns and fortresses, of which the King Don Alfonso had 
previously obtained possession, even by means of Aben Abed 
himself, and in consequence of the treaties formerly entered 
into between them. In this manner Aben Abed recovered 
the fortresses of Uklis, Huebte, Cuenca, Conseura, and 
others. He then returned towards the territory of Murcia; 
but in the district of Loxa he found his passage barred by 
certain companies of the Christian cavalry, who had sallied 
forth to that end, and now compelling the King of Seville 
to battle, they defeated him with considerable loss. These 
Christian cavaliers were the Alcaides of the frontier, who 
there held command for the tyrant Alfonso. 

Aben Abed was then compelled to retire, and took refuge 
in Loxa, where he was amicably received by the governor, 
Muhamad Aben Leboun, who was the son of Isa Ben 
Leboun, to whom Aben Abed had himself formerly given 
the government of the city, and who had fought like the 
brave soldier that he was, in the battle of Zalacca. With 
Isa was his valiant friend, Husein Aben Zeraug, from whom it 
was that Abu Becar Ben Alcabotorna received a grave 
reproof; for that he, Alcabotorna, enjoying the reputation 
of being a brave soldier, did yet remain at Badaljos, while 
his brethren of the Faith were contending with infidels in 
the battle of Zalacca. 

The campaign of Aben Abed against the territory of 
Murcia was but of slight effect on that occasion, because 
the Christians had made themselves masters of the fortress 
of Alid, which is twelve miles distant from Loxa,* and is 
wonderfully strong, being erected on the top of a high 
mountain, one side of which formed an inaccessible pre-
cipice, on the summit whereof the fortress stood. When 
the King Don Alfonso had heard that Aben Abed was 
directing his march thitherward, he had moreover com-
manded that a large body of cross-bowmen should be 
marched to the place, which he had furthermore strength-

* Yahye tells us that Abed lay to the south of Loxa.—CWe. 
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ened by a forcé consisting of the flower of his campeadores, 
or light skirmishing troops, who had orders to make per-
petual sallies from the fort, cutting up the fields, carrying 
oíf the flocks, burning the villages, and slaughtering the 
unfortunate inhabitants, or bearing them into captivity. 
The incursions thus made by the people of Alfonso were 
more terrible than the thunders of the tempest; they carried 
desolation and carnage through all the land of Murcia, 
which they ravaged from one end to the other with fire and 
sword. 

At the end of the moon of Eebie Postrera, in the year 
480, the King of the Moslemah, Juzef Aben Taxfin, travelled 
through the whole land of Almagreb, informing himself of 
the condition of the cities and their government, hearing 
the complaints of his subjects, and making numerous 
arrangements for the better administration of justice, and 
the promotion of good policy. "While he was thus em-
ployed, his Almorávides were continuing their incursions on 
the country of Gallicia, where they took towns and fortresses, 
and made many captives. 

In Andalusia, likewise, there still prevailed the sound of 
warfare. The King of Saragossa, Almustain Billah Abu 
Giafar, when he thought he might take his repose, and 
believed that the Christians, well chastised at Zalacca, 
would sufier him peacefully to enjoy the happiness of that 
victory, suddenly found himself attacked by a large host of 
those Infidels, led on by the tyrant Aben Eadmir. The 
King of Saragossa went forth against Eadmir with all the 
forcé he could gather at the moment, which might be about 
twenty thousand men, horse and foot together; but they 
were of the bravest and most hardy of the people—true 
pillars of Islam. These troops sallied forth, I say, to the en-
counter of those of Aben Eadmir, whose forcé was about 
equal, and likewise consisted of cavalry and infantry. 

Ben Hudeil describes the battle then delivered as taking 
place near Medina Huesca, on the borders of Eastern 
Spain,—which may G-od strengthen and protect! Both 
armies were very confident in their power, and each vaunted 
the bravery and dexterity of its leaders,—proved sons of 
war, lions practised in the fight,—-the confiict began, and 
at the commencement thereof Aben Eadmir—may God 
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destroy him!—said to his most distinguished cavaliers:— 
" Now this day shall ye tell me which of those valiant 
Moslemah who are here present in the battle, and are 
known to us by ñame, comports himself most manfully in 
the fight, and who among them retires from the struggle or 
conceals himself." He ais o said to others, of whom he 
called seven by their ñames:—" Do you and each of you 
give good heed to the brave warriors who shall this day 
distinguish themselves in our host, and observe whether 
such as are known for earlier deeds of prowess shall demean 
themselves according to their nobleness and the renown 
they have acquired." He then named one hundred of those 
distinguished men as being of the bravest, and to these he 
said:—"Up heart, warriors andfriends ! letus mark this day 
with a white stone. Up heart, and upon them!" 

A moment later, and the opposing armies encountered 
each other with equal fearlessness and forcé. The battle 
was a very obstinate and sanguinary one, for none would 
turn his face from the terrors of death, ñor would any man 
yield a step or stir from his post, much less from the field ; 
every soldier desired that his captain should see him fighting 
with the bravery of a lion, and so they continued their 
strife until both armies, worn out with the continuance of 
their fatigues, suspended the deadly conflict at the hour of 
the Alazar.* 

They then stood opposite to each other for about an 
hour, at the end of which time the enemy gave signal for 
the recommencement of the fight with his bugles and 
trumpets, as we did also with our Atambours.f The 
stubborn and sanguinary contest was then resumed with 
increased impetuosity, when the Christians attacked us with 
such obstinate pertinacity that they penetrated by troops 
amidst our ranks, thereby dividing our host, which, once 
separated, soon fell into confusion, and the resistance hitherto 
maintained being no longer presented, a disorderly flight 
ensued, the sword of the conqueror feasting on the necks of 
the Moslemah even to the coming of the night. King 
Almostain Billah El Zaguir Aben Hud and his immediate 
followers then took their way to the city of Huesca. 

* Alazar, the aftenioon prayer.—Tr. t Afcambours, drums. 
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Then the Christians besieged Huesca, which they attacked 
with huge machines and engines of war, while the valiant 
Moslemah made frequent sallies, attacking the besiegers 
and destroying their works. In one of these sallies Aben 
üadmir, the King of the Christians, was wounded by an 
arrow and died of his wound ; but not for that cause did the 
besiegers stay their hand: on the contrary, they demanded 
reinforcements, and continued to assau'lt the city with 
those new troops, as men determined on the conquest of 
the place. 

The Moslemah were now much exhausted; but Almos-
tam Billah, having succeeded in getting out of the city, 
not only assembled a large forcé of his own people, but also 
requested aid from the Ameers of Albarrazin, Xativa, and 

M ^ W h ° m s t a ? % hastened to his assistance. 
fb n u - a ^ a r e approach of the army thus assembled, 
the Christians left their camp before Huesca, and proceeded 
to the encounter of their advancing foe. The battle which 
then ensued took place in the vieinity of Alcoraza. The 
two hosts met with great courage, and the conflict, which 
was an obstínate and sanguinary one, endured till the 
coming 0f night put an end to the carnage. Now the 
Moslemah had sustained grievous loss in that struggle, and 
the chiefs, being of divers kingdoms, as hath been related, 

aCCUSe e a c h o t h e r 011 t h a t account, ñor would they 
wait the event of a new combat, which they might have 
in th ^ W ° n ° n t h e s u c c e e d i n g day; on the contrary, 
n e course of the night one retired in one direction, and 
one in another, leaving a vast amount of dead and wounded 
« t i a n d in the valleys, where they lay as an 
agreeable offering to the wild beasts and birds of prey. 
1 f n í g o s t a i n "Billah withdrew to Saragossa, having 
ost all hope oí saving the city of Huesca, and a few months 

Jater that place was compelled to capitúlate to the Christians, 
Which it did after making the best conditions of surrender 
that could be obtained. 
,, F uJ! . o f vexation at the results of his campaign in Murcia, 
tne King of Seville first retired to Cordova, but soon 
oeparted thence and repaired to Seville, because he found 
an the enterpnses which he desired to undertake rendered 
nugatory by the contending interests of the Ameers of 

VOL. II, 
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Andalusia,which were now found to be at direct variance with 
those of Juzef, as upheld by the generáis of Lamtuna. Aben 
Abed was nevertheless desirous of retaining the services of 
the Almorávides, since it was xnanifest that, with his own 
unassisted forces, he could not make head against the war 
again declaring itself on many diíferent points at one and the 
same time; but he was most of all anxious to secure that those 
troops should be used at his own discretion, and he now wrote 
letters to Juzef Aben Taxfin, describing the devastations 
which the infidels were committing on the lands of the 
Moslemah, not only in the south of Spain, but on its eastern 
frontier also. He dwelfc more particularly on the ravages 
committed by El Cambitur,* a Christian prince who was 
then cruelly infesting the frontiers of Valencia, 

Aben Abed furthermore declared to King Juzfef that his 
Almoravide forces at that time in Spain were not led or 
commanded as was befitting, and added that if the heavy 
cares and important occupations of the King of the 
Moslemah in Africa did not permit him to return into 
Spain, he, Aben Abed, would himself repair in person to 
Morocco, there to receive his orders and ascertain his 
intentions,—which done, the Kingof Seville would then do 
his best to turn the forcé left in Spain by Juzef to the best 
account, and avail himself of the fortune of his victorious 
banners to ensure further victories to Islam. Without 
awaiting the reply to his letters, Aben Abed crossed 
over to Africa, where he hoped to receive from Juzef— 
whom he believed too busily occupied in Almagreb to think 
of revisiting Spain—the supreme power over and 'command 
of the Almoravide troops. 

Having passed the sea, Aben Abed met the Ameer of the 
Moslemah in the Maamura, which lies at the mouth of the 
"Wadi Selua ; and Juzef received him with much affability. 
The usual compliments having been made-, and all the 
usages of courtesy fulfilled, the Almoravide sovereign in-
quired what event had occurred which was of sufíicient 
importance to cause the passage of Aben Abed into Africa, 
adding that a letter from his hand would have been suf-
ficient to persuade him to any undertaking whatever. 

* The Cid Campeador.—Conde. 
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Aben Abed replied, that his principal motive had been the 
wish he felt to pay King Juzef a visit, which was both a 
profit and a pleasure to-himself; but that he had also come 
to assure the Ameer in person of the pressing necessity that 
existed for his again making var on the Christians,—thus 
perfecting that proteetion of the Law which had been so 
happily commenced bv his invincible hand. The King of 
Sevil'e added, that although a letter would in truth have 
sufíu ed fio move the generous heart of Juzef Aben Taxfin to 
that unlartaking, yet that he had preferred to come in 
person, in order to secure the merit of having done so; 
and lurtliermore, that he might inform Juzef exaetly of 
what it was nnportant he should know, respecting the con-
dition of the Moslemah in Spain, to the end that the rich 
truite oí lns glorious campaign might not be lost. 
, T1?11 ^ e d fc}ien spoke of the small progress made by 

the Almorávides in Algarve, attributing that circumstance 
to the íact that their commanders had more bravery than 
experience or knowledge of strategy: he described the 
ravages which the Christians who held the fortress of Alid 
were committing in that district, and insisted at great 
length on the variety of interests which divided the Ameers 
and generáis of Andalusia, not omitting the affair of Huesca, 
ana concluding with the declaration that, for want of 
enectual assistance and unión among themselves, the 
Andalusians would apparently suffer that city and its 
territory tobe lost to Islam. * 

r0™ t h f e representations Aben Abed had hoped much 
more than he gamed, seeing that Juzef met all those argu-
ments Dy which the Sevillian monarch had hoped to ensure 
the command of the Almoravide troops, with replies of a 
totally opposite tendency, but took much pains to consolé 
mm íor the misfortunes and anxieties which in his heart 
Aben Abed did not very deeply mourn. Juzef promised, 
moreover, that he would himself pass over to Spain without 
aelay bringmg what he hoped would prove an effectual 

f o r ^hose evils which were afflicting the state: he 
aüded that he would endeavour to tear up by the roots 
í J a u s e o f s o r r °w by which the Moslemah Were made 
to sutter so grievously. 

With this vague promise King Juzef dismissed Aben Abed, 
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who returned to Spain, and was compelled to content 
himself with the assurance that the King of the Moslemah 
would also repair to that country without loss of time. 
And in effect, King Juzef followed almost immediately 011 
the departure of Aben Abed, embarking at the Alcaz'ar of 
Mogez and landing on the Green Island, where the King 
of Seville had no sooner heard of his arrival, than he set 
forward to receive him as at the first time, commanding, 
moreover, tbat a vast amount of provisions in every kind 
should be made ready to entertain the Ameer of the 
Moslemah, and loading many beasts of burthen with rich 
gifts to be presented to him. A thousand camels, all mag-
nificently caparisoned and loaded with objects of the 
utmost valué, were likewise sent to meet the King Juzef 011 
his debarkation. 

The Ameer had no sooner landed than he wrote and 
despatched letters to all the rulers of Spain, requiring them 
to join their forces to his for the sacred war: he appointed 
the plains before the fortress of Alid, in the Comarcas of 
Lorca, as the place of their meeting, and without further 
delay commenced his march in that direction. This took 
place in the moon of Bebie Primera, in the year of the 
Hegira 481; and Yahye tells us that Juzef arrived before 
Malaga with his own army and the troops of Abed, King of 
Seville only, but was there joined by the forcé of the lord 
of that city, who was then Temim, the son of Balkin Ben 
Habus and brother of the King of Granada. The same 
writer observes that there afterwards rose and followed 
them the King of Granada himself, even Almudafar Ab-
dallah, who was also the son of Balkin. 

The King of Almeria, Almutasim Ben Samida, who was 
a great friend of Aben Abed, King of Seville, likewise 
joined the army with a strong forcé at that same time. The 
sovereign of Almeria wore at his arrival a black mantle, 
after the manner of the Ameer Juzef and the Almorávides, 
which caused his friend Aben Aben to reproach him play-
fully, and cali him a crow among the doves, seeing that the 
cavaliers of Almeria are wont to use white clothing. The 
Walies and governors of the cities of Yaza, Jaén, and Lorca, 
arrived at this time, as did the brave Muhamad Aben 
Leboun, Aben Iza, and some others. Prorn Murcia there 
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came Abdelaziz Aben Easib, one of the chief nobles of 
Spain, who held the city of Murcia for Aben Abed, King of 
Seville, but enjoyed and governed the same as a sovereign 
prince, without the acknowledgment of any tribute or pay-
ment of impost. 

The forces thus united now seated themselves before the 
fortress, in which there were twelve thousand infantry and 
one thousand cavalry, a bold and valiant garrison, by whom 
surprises were attempted and sallies made against the 
Moslemah with great persistence; but the latter repulsed 
them with much bravery, soon after compelling them to shut 
themselves up, with the correction of a severe lesson. The 
fortress of Alid was assaulted by the Moslemah with every 
kind of machine and engine ofwar, but the natural strength 
of the position was such that they produced but little eífect, 
and the citadel maintained itself in a manner that left but 
slight hope of its surrender. The siege was carried on, 
nevertheless, with much constancy, the Ameers of Anda-
lusia conducting the assaults each in his turn and on fixed 
days. Thus did matters continué for some months, during 
which there was great anxiety lest the King Don Alfonso 
should bring succours to the place; and that fear redoubled 
the zeal with which the siege was pressed forward. 

C I T A P . X I X . — O F THE CONTENTIONS WHICH ARÓSE AMONO THE 
MOSLEMAH. JUZEF BEN TAXFIN REPAIBS TO AFRICA IN FEAR OF 
THE KING DON ALFONSO : HE EETUENS TO SPAIN, ABBIVES AT 
TOLEDO, AND PROCEEDS TO CORDOVA. THE ALMORAVIDES BECOME 
PREDOMINANT IN SPAIN. 

Now the King of the Moslemah, Juzef Ben Taxfin, and 
Aben Abed, King of Seville, considered that under these 
circumstances it would be ad'visable to attack the frontier 
of the Christians, and make incursions 011 their territory: 
they consequently assembled a council, but the opinions were 
found to vary widely; Abdelaziz Aben Kasih would not con-
sent to have the torces then occupied in the siege irn-
poverished by any other employment of their arms, but 
desired to invest the fortress until they had compelled a 
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surrender and were masters of the place. That opinion was 
partaken by Almutasim of Almería, Leboun of Lorca, and 
other leaders; while the contrary was supported by Ab-
dallah Ben Balkir of Granada, wbo took part with Aben 
Abed, King of Seville. These last declared that no more 
time^ should be lost, observing that the best method of pro-
ceeding now to be adopted was to raise the siege of Alid, 
and permit the besieged to come forth, seeing that, although 
they kept all the forcé of the Moslemah at bay while thus 
shut up, yet it would not be difficult to defeat them in the 
open field, and adding that the moments wasted before those 
inaccessible walls were irredeemable, since the delay thus 
permitted gave the Christians opportunity for making good 
their late losses, and setting the whole result of the Mosle-
mah expedition on the hazard of a chance. Each now began 
to support his opinion with a certain degree of warmth 
which menaced to become alarming. Aben Abed reproached 
Abdelaziz Ben Basih with ingratitude, and deciüred the 
opinion which he had expressed to 1 e the result of intelli-
gence with the King Don Alfonso. Abdelaziz, a young 
man of ardent character, then laid hand on his sword, re-
solving to strike Aben Abed to the earth ; whereupon King 
Juzef commanded that Ben Easih should be seized, and Aben 
Abed himself made him prisoner in the presence of Juzef. 
The King of Seville was then charged with his guardianship, 
and immediately cast him into prison. 

"When the troops of the lord of Murcia, Abdelaziz Ben 
Easih, heard of that event, they broke forth into mutiny, 
and hastily striking their tents, marched from the camp 
with all their munitions of war; ñor was it possible to 
dissuade them from that step, the generáis also consider-
ing themselves to have been deeply offended by the im-
prisonment of their commander. Nay, the Murcian leaders 
not only persisted in their departure, but having established 
a separate camp on the confines of the district, they inter-
cepted the provisions which were proceeding to the Leaguer 
of the Moslemah forcé then lying before Alid, detaining and 
plundering all the convoys, insomuch that the want of food 
began to make itself felt among the army, and very fre-
quent desertions ensued. 

Vv hen the King Don Alfonso was informed of what was 
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passing in the Moslemah camp, he directed his march on 
Alid with a select body of cavalry, giving orders that a large 
torce should be moved on the same point from various parts 
of his dominions, and directiug others to assemble before 
Murcia. Alfonso being thus found to approach, as had 
been anticipated by the King of Seville, Juzef Ben Taxfin 
began to retire towards the confines of Lorca* and the 
territory of Almería, whence the King of the Moslemah 
subsequently embarked and passed over into Africa, not 
danng to wait for the King of the Christians, who soon 
arrived with his forces at Alid, whence Aben Abed, King 
oí Seville, had also retired upon Lorca but a short time 
previously, and there the latter remained to watch the move-
ments of the enemy. The rest of the Ameers also departed 
írom Alid, each on his separate way, and every one returned 
to his own territories, 

Don Alfonso having thus disembarrassed Alid 
oi its besiegers, then dismantled the fortress, because he 
+LW í ^ a t , surrounded as it was by the territories of 
the Moslemah, that hold could not possi'bly maintain itself. 
-it was besides a place which demanded a large number of 
men tor its defence: he therefore withdrew the famished 
garrison, which had then become reduced to a few half-
h n t m e n ' t h e m e r e r e f u s e o f t h e Harvest which death 
and M CUt d°W n- A l f o n s o t h e n proceeded to Toledo, 

n en Abed, who was closely observing his movements, 
w v t t i 7 t o o k Possession of Álid. That stubborn hold, 
wmcn had given to the Moslemah so much hard work, and 
v. mcu Doasted as its defence twelve thousand very valiant 

W l t h one thousand cavalry, and the needful 
amount oí servants, when first besieged by Juzef Ben Taxfin, 

to be reduced to a very small 
number, who had with difficulty saved themselves from 
üymg oí hunger after having escaped the sword in many 
an assault, surpnse, and sally. One hundred cavaliers were 
a l that the Christian King withdrew from the place. These 
things happencd m the year 483. 

continued hostilities of the Christians against the 

, " ;
r r

A . c c o r d i"g Abu Yahye, the Ameer Juzef remained for some time 
i b u n t í i n ? L c 0 2 j e g r C a t b c a u t J ; r i c h l J ™Pr l i e d w i t ] l streams and 
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Moslemah, and the letters of his General Syr Ben Bekir, 
commander of the Almorávides, now induced King Juzef to 
pass for the tliird time into Spain. He did not come be-
cause invited by the Kings of Andalusia, but rather filled 
with anger against them, and entertaining wholly new in-
tentions. Nay, under the pretext of vengeance to be taken 
upon the Christian, he was indeed led by ambition and the 
covetous wish to appropriate the kingdoms of Spain to his 
own use, and to make himself master of the whole : ñor 
had all his dissimulation been suíficieut to save him from 
giving some indication of that purpose, and of the aggres-
sions which he was meditating in his heart. More than one 
of the Andalusian princes had felt suspicious of his designs, 
and each began to take measures for the security of his 
own interest, with all the care and foresight that he 
possessed. 

The first who perceived the change of purpose and de-
tected the designs of Juzef Ben Taxfin was Abdallah Ben 
Balkin Ben Habus, King of Granada; and that circumstance 
becoming known to Syr Aben Bekir, general of the Almo-
rávides, he wrote to his lord those letters which caused Juzef 
to pass over into Spain for the third time, with the pretext 
of the Sacred War. The King of the Moslemah gathered 
a vast forcé from the various Cabilas of his African do-
minions; the host thus assembled being chiefly composed 
of Zenetes, Masamudes, Gomares, and Gazales, with whom 
he disembarked very happily at Algezira-Alhadra. Pur-
suing the advice of his generáis, he thence proceeded 
by uninterrupted marches to the frontiers of Toledo, be-
sieging the King Don Alfonso in that city. May Allah 
restore it to Islam ! 

The army of the Almorávides then addressed itself to the 
task of exhausting the Comarcas : the African troops de-
stroyed the pleasant gardens, devastated the fields, burnt the 
villages, and slaughtered the people in countless numbers, 
taking captive, moreover, whatever they preferred rather to 
keep alive, among those hapless dwellers in the land. But 
on this occasion no one of the princes of Andalusia carne 
to the aid of Juzef Ben Taxfin; nay, they were now learn-
ing what was the weight of his sword, and saw well that 
in proportion as he destroyed the Christians, so did he 
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menace their own heads, since he was even then imagiuing 
evil against them, and preparing treacherous deceits. 

Juzef on his part soon permitted it to he apparent that he 
was not displeased by that conduct on the part of the Ameers 
of Andalusia, since it furnished him with a pretext for de-
claring himself offended by them. "Without halting any 
long time before Toledo, therefore, he departed with his 
forces to Granada, and entering that city, he took up his 
abode in the Alcazar, where he wras received with much 
hospitality and a show of great confidence by the King Ab-
dallah Ben Balkin Aben Badis ; although the latter had his 
heart full of dread at receiving a visit of so much import, 
and one accompanied by so large a forcé. 

But King Juzef knew from his General Syr Aben Bekir, 
that Abdallah, suspecting his purposes, had made a secret 
treaty with the Christian King Don Alfonso, whose enter-
pnses he was favouring, whom he considered as his friend, 
and to whom he was disposed to en trust the defence of his 
territorios, while he was meanwhile busily occupied in forti-
fying and building holds on his frontiers with the utmost 
diligence and care. In allusion to this, therefore, there were 
then circulating the verses which follow :— 

" Ilere hast thou one who laboureth as the mulé 
To turn the wheel, which with his heart's best blood 
He must auoint: or rather 'tis the worm 
Spinning her silky toils, to form the prison 
Wherein she dios enclosed." 

T í e c l ™ Í d e S r e l a t e t h a t before the arrival of Juzef Ben 
laxnn, Abdallah had thought of resisting him, and closing 
the gates of the city ; but Abu Yahye adds, that he sub-
sequently determmed to dissemble, and going forth to meet 
the Kmg of the Moslemah, conducted him to his palace. 
Other writers affirm that the King ©f Granada openly defied 
Juzef Ben Taxfin, and closed the gates ; but that Juzef 
having besieged the city, was afterwards admitted 011 
certain conditions, under which compact of security the 
Kmg of the Moslemah entered Granada, when Abdallah 
himself had calmed the fury of the people, who were well 
armed and determined to rise agaiust the African Ameer, 



298 DOMINION oF THE A1JABS IN SPAIN. [A.D. 1081-2. 

having resolved to fight bravely, and defend their liberties to 
the death. Whether the first or the second of these accounts 
be the true one, certain it is that two months after the 
entrance of. Juzef he made himself m áster of Granada, 
took Abdallah himself prisoner, and sent him, with his 
harem and household, to Agmat, near Morocco in Africa. 

While the King of the Moslemah was thus remaining m 
Granada, where he was busying himself with the dispo-
sitions to be taken for the government of that city and of 
the kingdom, there came envoys from the Kings of Seville 
and Badajos to bid him welcome to his new lordship, he 
having caused it to be reported that Abdallah had ceded 
those territories to him in exchange for certain possessions 
in Africa. But Juzef would not receive the ambassadors 
of Seville and Badajos, ñor permit them to have access to his 
presence ; wherefore they returned full of care and bitterly 
mortified by the contemptuous treatment they had suffered. 

At the same time, Almoatesim, King of Almeria, also 
sent his son Oveidallah Izeldola Abu Meruan to offer his good 
wishes to the King of the Moslemah, when Juzef detained 
the prince in his company under various pretexts, insomuch 
that he made him serve" as a hostage* until the youth, 
having succeeded in winning over his guards, escaped from 
the city in disguise, and returned by way of the sea to 
Almeria. 

Thus did Juzef Aben Taxfin depose the King of Granada 
Abdallah Ben Balkin, and being much delighted with the 
beauty of the environs and the admirable position of the 
citv, the King of the Moslemah proposed to reside there 
during all the time that he should for the future pass in 
Spain ; but he then departed without delay to Africa, 
taking with him, as some writers aflirm, the King of Granada 
and his brother Almustensir Temim, Governor of Malaga, 
who had also come forth to receive him, and whose city 
and government he seized as he had done those of 
Granada. The command of the Almoravide troops and 
the government of Granada were left by the Ameer to his 
general Syr Ben Bekir, El Lamtuna, all which being done, 

* On that occasion the joung prince wrote some elegant verses to his 
father, who replied to hirn'in others of similar character.—Conde. 
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tbe King of the Moslemah embarked, and passed over to 
Morocco, where he arrived in the moon of Eamazan in the 
year 483. 

Aben Abed, King of Seville, now saw the extent of the 
evil by which he was menaced, and began to repent, when it 
was too late, of having invited the Moors into Spain. He 
then laboured to fortify his cities, and restored the walls 
of Seville, with the bridge, which he carefully strengthened, 
and placed all in a state of defence with such diligence as he 
coulcl use. Then his son the Prince Abu Hassan Obeidallah 
Eaxid came to him, and said,—"I indeed perceived this 
tempest approaching, Oh my father, and gave thee warning 
thereof in good time, yet thou wouldst not regard my 
counsels, ñor those of other prudent and noble Xeques, but 
hast drawn hither with thy hand this Prince from his 
Deserts, thus causing him to fall upon these our fair plains 
and delightful palaces." Then Aben Abed could find no argu-
ment by which to excuse his error, and contented himself 
"with replying as follows: " Tbere is no human diligence or 
care that can impede the events which God the Most High 
hath decreed." 

The King 0f the Moslemah, Juzef Ben Taxfin, was mean-
while made acquainted with the suspicions entertained and the 
preparations made by the Ameers of Andalusia, whereupon 
he gaye orders to the effect that a vast body of troops 
assembled m Cebta should instantly embark for Spain. 
lhis was done in his presence, and he confided the conduct 
01 that torce to Syr Ben Abi Bekir, whom he commanded 
to make himself master of Seville and its territories, directing 
him to proceed with caution and dissemble his purpose, 
to the end that he might take the city when unprovided for 
such an assault. 

While Juzef was residing at Cebta, he caused the great 
mosque to be constructed in that city, commanding its towers 
to be raised to such a height that they should overpass 
every other buildmg i n the ¿lace ; and they were indeed so 
lofty as to domínate the whole ; furnishing, moreover, a ver-
tirte view of the sea. The king likewise erected the fountai'n 
oí Bolat, which he caused to be supplied with numerous 
tubes, and he furthermore built the wali which is called that 
oí the Lower Almina. 
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The orders given to the army, which Juzef Ben Taxfin 
despatched, as above said, to make war on the Ameers of 
Andalusia, were to the effect that the forcé should be divided 
into great corps: the command of the first, which was of 
itself sufficient to form a large host, being entrusted to Syr 
Ben Abi Bekir, who received a commission first to occupy 
the kingdom of Seville, and that done to pass forward 
against Aben Alaftas, King of Algarve. The second división 
J uzef confided to Abdallah Ben Giag, whom he ordered to 
proceed to Cordova against Aben ÍJaser Alfetah, son of 
Aben Abed. The third corps was given to Abu Zacaria 
Ben Yesein, who was instructed to attack the territory of 
Almería and its sovereign, Muhamad Ben Maun, called 
Almutasem ; the ffourth, which was the last, being com-
manded by Carur, El Lamtuni, received orders from Juzef 
to fall on the land of Ronda, where another son of Aben 
Abed, called Yelid Radillah, held the government. These 
forces all departed as above described, the King of the Mos-
lemah himself remaining at Cebta, there to await the result 
of his enterprise and to provide all that future events might 
render needful to the success of his various undertakings. 

C n A r . X X . — O F THE CONQUESTS OF THE ALMORÁVIDES OVER THE MOS-
LEMAH OF SPAIN, OF THE DEFEAT OF THE ARMY OF ALFONSO ACTING 
IN FAVOUR OF ABEN ABED, OF THE TAKING OF SEVILLE, AND OF THE 
SUBSEQUENT FATE AND DEATH OF ABEN ABED. 

THE Almoravide, Syr Ben Abi Bekir, penetrated without 
opposition into the territory of the King of Seville, and even 
expected to find that monarch coming half way to meet 
him, so soon as he should hear of his arrival, with gifts and 
magnificent hospitality, for the purpose of deceiving him by 
crafty pretensions of friendship : but nothing of the kind was 
done ; no messenger went forth to meet the African general, 
ñor was anv salutation sent on the part of Aben Abed. 
Then Syr Aben Bekir despatched a letter, wherein he com-
manded the King of Seville to resign his territories, surren-
der his fortresses, and present himself in person to offer 
the oath of allegiance to Juzef Aben Taxfin, Prince of the 
Moslemah. 
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These demands did not come unexpectedly to the King, 
Aben Abed, ñor was he suddenly disturbed by their arrival; 
he gave no reply to the' letter of Syr Ben Abi Bekir, but 
instantly made the best preparations for defending himself 
that stiíl remained in his power. Yet he proceeded to these 
duties with a heart full of dismay. Aben Abed was much 
addicted to the consultation of the stars ; he believed that 
the moment announced by them at his birth had now 
arrived, and he thought he perceived the approach to its fuliil-
ment of that prophecy wherein it had been declared to his 
father " that his dynasty should be destroyed by a certain 
people who should come forth from an island which was yet 
not their proper dwelling." Other circumstances of his 
domestic life brought increased discouragement to the 
already dejected king • and all now appeared to him to be of 
mournful augury. He was afflicted, for example, among 
other things, by having heard in a dream one of his sons 
repeat the following words in very elegant verses: 

Time was when favouring Fortune bore our ñame 
Through the wide world, and from her shining car 
Published the faine of our immortal deeds— 
But now she holds her peace, or doth but breatlie 
In bitter sighs and tears that flow unceasing. 

Day passes, and the niglit—and so do pass 
The world's most dear delights: frail as a dream 
Is all the greatness of these lower realms. 
And 110W) a g t h o t i m i ( j flQgjj-g 0f a iF j 
v\ lien comes the falcon sweeping o'er the waste, 
oo fly the warriors once thy pride and strength. — 
J-bey hide them from the storm that Thou uiust bidé. 

Aben Abed sallied forth against the Almorávides with his 
cavalry; and such were his valour and practised dexterity in 
arms that he maintained himself, despite their overwhelming 
numbers, and fought with varying fortunes in several 
skirmishes, but he carefully avo'ided coming to a regular 
engagement. In the hope of dividing the attention of the 
king, Syr Ben Bekir sent one of his generáis, Bati Ben 
Ismail, namely, with a body of men to besiege Jaén; and this 
was done with so much zeal and good eífect that the city 
was compeiled to surrender, but 011 tolerably favourable con-
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ditions: it was then immediately occupied by the Almorávides. 
Syr Ben Bekir despatched an account of that victory to 
Juzef Ben Taxfin, who rejoiced greatly therein, and sent 
orders to his general in reply, commanding him not to desist 
from the attack on Aben Abed, King of Seville, until he had 
despoilei that sovereign of all he possessed; nay,he enjoined 
Syr Ben Bekir not to leave him one town of all the many 
that formed his kingdom. 

The general Bati Ben Ismail was then directed to join 
his forcé to that of Carur El Lamtuni, who was carrying the 
war into the Comarcas of Cordova, and had indeed begun to 
lay cióse siege to the city itself; but in a sally made by the 
people of Cordova, led on by Naser Alfetah, son of Aben 
Abed, King of Seville, they made a frightful slaughter arnong 
the Almorávides, which rendered it needful that the división 
vmder Carur El Lamtuni's command should be reinforced. 
On the arrival of the new troops, led by Bati Ben 
Ismail, the Almorávides renewed their assaults with a fury 
which compelled the inhabitants to accept conditions of 
surrender, when, having first received an assurance of 
security for their lives and possessions, they opeued their 
gates, and on Wednesday, the 3rd day of the moon Safer, in 
the year 484, the troops of Juzef Aben Taxfin made good 
their entrance. They had not well done so, before Carur 
El Lamtuni caused the son of Aben Abed, Abu JVaser 
Alfetah, called likewise Almamun, to be traitorously 
deprived of life. 

At the same period, the Almorávides, under the command 
of Syr Ben Bekir, took possession of Yaeza,* Ubeda, Castro-
Alvelad, Almodavar, Assachira, and Zacura. The división 
which had been sent to Bonda made itself master of that 
city also, but not until after a noble and most obstínate 
resistance had been made by Yezid Badillah, the youngest 
son of Aben Abed. That prince was in like manner put to 
death by the ferocious Carur El Lamtuui, who had him in 
guard, and who pierced the heart of the noble youth with 
his own lance, in violation of all justice as well as of the 
compact but just before concluded. 

In the eourse of a few months the barbarous command of 

* Vaeza or Baeza; sometimes called abo Vaza. 
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Juzef Aben Taxfin bad been but too implicitly obeyed, and 
of all the cities of his kingdom there reraained to Aben 
Abed only Seville and Carmona,—both well defended. 

The general Bati Ben Ismail remained in Cordova until 
he had been enabled to garrison the city securely, and had 
occupied all the fortresses of the Comarca ; he likewise 
despatched one of the Lamtuna generáis with a body of a 
thousand horse to Calatrava, one of the strongest fortresses 
in the possession of the Moslemah: and this he did because 
there had come reports of the approach of the King Don 
Alfonso, who was said to be advancing to the aid and 
defence of Aben Abed, King of Seville, 

On his part Syr Ben Bekir had also taken measures for 
the defence of the frontier, and that done he sat down before 
Carmona, which he besieged with an ardour not to be 
described, and ultimately took by storm, entering the city 
sword in hand at nightfall, on Saturday, the 17th day of 
itebie Primera, in the year 483. 

That strong city being lost, Aben Abed suffered all hope 
to sink from his heart, and he sent to entreat succour from 
the King 0f the Christians, Alfonso, to whom he offered 
eertain of his towns in return for the help required. Then 
A-lionso, with a singular generosity, forgetting all past 
injuries and thinking only of the oíd friendship that had 
once existed between himself and the King of Seville, sent 
üis general, the Conde Gumis, to his aid, with twenty 
Al au cavalr.Y and forty thousand infautry, although 
ADen Abed had not fully declared to him the miserable 
conctition of his affairs, ñor exposed all the distress in which 
be found himself. 

The powerful army of the Christians next entered the 
territory oí Cordova, at that time in the power of the 
Almorávides, whose towns they burnt and whose lands thev 
devastated m their progress. Against them there then went 
forth by order of Syr Ben Abi Bekir, the general Ibrahim 
Ben Ismail, oí Lamtuna, one of the bravest of the Almora-
vide leaders. His command consisted of ten thousand 
horse, of the Zeneta, Gomara, and Masumuda Cabilas, a care-
íiiily chosen body of men; and with these marched a strong 
división of infantry, all people well inured to battle and 
íamiliar with the horrors of warfare. These two hosts then 
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met, and a very obstínate combat ensued, in which the 
Christians were defeated and fled the field, since in no other 
manner could they s a v e themselves from death; but this they 
did not consent to do until they had inflicted a very heavy 
loss on the Almorávides. 

Syr Ben Bekir now laid siege to the city of Seville, 
and that place was defended by its King Aben Abed with 
the utmost constancy and valour, he making frequent sallies 
in person, and takin'g part in many skirmishes and surprises. 
But the prowess and the exploits of the Almorávides were 
such and so many that the inhabitants at length required 
their king to enter into negociations for surrender,_ seemg 
that it was not possible for the city to hold out against the 
bravery and boldness of so determined and powerful an 
enemy. And Aben Abed himself, having now learned the 
ill success of his Christian auxiliaries, had lost all hope, 
wherefore, although with grief of heart, he agreed to 
surrender the city, under the faith of King Juzef's pro-
tection, and after receiving promise of security íor life and 
goods for all the inhabitants of the same, as well as for 
himself, his sons, his daughters, his wives, and the servants 
of his household, all this being granted by the General, Syr 
Ben Bekir, in the ñame of his Lord the King of the 
Moslemah, Juzef Aben Taxfin. The Almorávides then took 
possession of Seville, an event which happened on Sunday, 
the 2i5nd* day of the moon Begeb, in the year 484. 

The general of the Almorávides instantly constituted 
Aben Abed prisoner, and placing him under a strong guard, 
made preparations for sending that sovereign, with bis 
whole family, to Africa. The sons now remaining to him 
were Abu Husein Obeidallab Arraxid, Abu Becar Abdallah 
Almoated, Abu Zuleyman Arabie, called Tag-dola, and Abu 
Hasim Almoali Zeiño-dola. Aben Aben was also accoin-
panied by the wives of his sons, by his daughters, and by 
the female slaves of his harem. Among the latter was one 
who for her beauty and discretion was more especially 
beloved by the king— Otamida, namely, the mother of his 
son Arabie, and who was also called Saida Cubra (there is 
a memorial respecting her on the inscription which was 

* Otlier writers say tlie 19th.— Conde. 
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engraved-on a mosque in the year 478), and Komaika; the 
jast-mentioned ñame being given to her because she had 
been purchased by Aben Abed from Eomaik Ben Hegiag. 

All this illustrious family was now sent into Africa, and 
the lamentations that were made at their embarkation are 
not to be told; tears marked their separation from their 
beautiful city, and heavy sighs were heard to escape their 
nearts as they beheld the towers of their radiant palaces 
aisappearing from their sight,—all their grandeur vanishing 
at the same moment as doth the fabric of a dream. Yet 
this is the manner of the world, which doth but give that it 
may take aMay, which sweetens only to make the f'uture 
more bitter, which illustrates only more effectually to 
narken and whose purest sifts never fail to exhibit some 
trace of evil. 

The exiles arrived at Cebta, and Juzef Ben Taxfin, with-
out any consideraron for the roval majesty of the King of 
oevilie and his sons, sent them all prisoners to the city of 
Agmat. On the way thither, an Alarabe, called Abul Hassan 

d m C 0 mP0 S e d certain verses in praise of Aben Abed ; 
ancl although they were by no means to be compared with 

ose which he had been wont to receive from his own poet, 
nr 6 n , , un> yet the captive monarch is said to have 
which t 0 HÍS e u l o S i s t six-and-thirty doubloons of gold, 
werp1- ^ t h a t h e w i t l 1 a t t h e m o m e n t , and 

t?. Prove the iast reward that he was ever to conter in this life. 

Almoravi?6 f ? l e n m o n a r c ] l a r r i v e d a t Medina Agmat, the 
four vear ^ S UP i n a tower, where he lived during 
rounded b ^ C f e f ^ destitution: he was sur-
with A ^aughters, who waited upon and served him 
^ a f f e c t i o n : b u t the sight of his children in 
Of 1 , C O n ? Í t i o n deprived the unfortunate monarch 
i W fil1 t ^ ° n h e m i g h t otherwise have derived from 
I n ^ L 7 a c h l ? e n t ' ^ i c h was thus rendered but another 
source of pam and sorrow to his heart. 
« f f l i J ? n 1 ? yas furthermore to be shortly afterwards 
afflicted by the death of his beloved Saida Cubía: nnable to 

f ' ? m i s f ° r t ! m e s ' t h e poverty and depression of her 
hanlí f

she,eXPireAd n° time after the arrival of the 
hapless family at Agmat. Aben Lebana relates that some 
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of the people of Aben Abed found means to penétrate to 
his prison on the occasion of the Easter ceremonies, and to 
offer him the good wishes customary at that period: they 
there found their late magnificent sovereign with his 
daughters around him, all clothed in worn-out and 
faded vestmeats, with other indications of the most com-
plete destitution. Yet thegrieved visitors declared that the 
royal majesty of their race was still visible in the counte -
nances of the princes, and beneath those poor garments 
could still be discovered the delicacy and beauty of their 
forms, insomuch that they reminded the beholder of the sun 
when partially eclipsed, or veiled in clouds that diminish his 
splendour, but do not wholly conceal his perfection. So 
entirely had the despoiled family been deprived of all, and 
so absolute was the poverty to which the King Juzef Aben 
Taxfin had permitted Aben Abed to be reduced, that the 
princesses, his daughters, were compelied to go barefoot, 
and gained their miserable sustenance by spinnmg. 

Perceiving that the persons who were witnesses to these 
things were struck dumb with surprise and sorrow, Ben 
Abed repeated to them the verses of a mournful elegy which 
they could not hear without many tears and a profound 
grief. His sons w7ere at the same time suffering similar 
privations: one of them, Abu Becar Abdallah Almoated, was 
assassinated during the Bamazan of that unhappy year 484; 
on that same day, and but a few hours before his murder, 
he had sent one of his little sons to his father with a copy 
of verses, wherein he sought to offer him consolation for the 
sufferings he endured. 

Aben Abed himself survived to the year 488, when he 
also died. His reign- had lasted three-and-twenty years, and 
the dynasty of his house was of seventy-three years duration, 
as he tells us himself in verses written after its fall; his 
love of poetry was indeed the best consolation and the solé 
recreation that he had preserved in his inexpressible sorrows. 
Some of the canzonets written by the fallen monarch are of 
such merit that they became the favourite songs of the 
people ; they were committed to memory by his survivors, • 
and were familiar in the mouths of all men. 
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CHAP. XXI.—OF THE TAKING OF ALMERIA BY THE ALMORÁVIDES 
THEY OCCUPY VALENCIA—TREATY OF THE KING OF SARAGOSSA WITH 
JUZEF ABEN TAXFIN. 

IN the moon Xahan of the same year, 484, the Almorávides 
took possession of the city of 'Xovua, and in the moon 
Xawal their General Davoud Aben Ayxa occupied Medina 
lianza with his troops, when be sent an account of the 
advantages he had obtained and the conquests he had made 
Al t n ° , K i n g o f the Moslemah, Juzef Ben Taxfin. The 
Aicayde Davoud Ben Ayxa was a brave and excellent man, 
as well as an able commander ; he was prudent, just, and 
compassionate; no man had cause to complain of oppression 
<l , u s hand ; his moderation and courtesy were well known, 
and he made as many conquests by those qualities as by the 
iorce of arms. 

At this time, Muhamad Ben Maun, King of Almería, of 
che race of the Altegibies, known also as Almoatesim Moez-
"V? ' ai»d as Awatic Dola, who had lived onterms of friend-
smp with the King of Seville, Aben Abed, was attacked in 
nis turn bythe Almorávides; and although all the Ameers of 
Andalusia whom he had summoned to his aid, so soon as 
wie treacherous proceedings of Syr Abi Bekir became known 
vet íí?' T? r e P r c P a r e d to assem'ble in defence of his states, 
forcesf " l 0 r a v i d e s ¿id not give them time to unite their 
j J i t a a t purpose; a división of Juzefs army, con-
A W ? y- , a c a r i a Ben Uscinis, fell upon the territory of 
hamadiaB 1 m d e k y ' a n d c l o s e l y besieged the King Mu-
Almeria ^ c aPÍ t a^ which was also called 
the iust' • Prmee was much beloved by his subjects for 

A06 « überality of his government, and was 
this can T ! ? 8 b e l o v e d ^ a11 the Ameers of Spain ; for 
r>Kf ' U!"ei 16 ^moravides were more especially eager to 
oDtain early possession of his states, since they believed that 
all would unite for his defence, whether Christians or Mos-
lemah. _ Ihey besieged Medina Almería therefore, with so 
much yigilance and vigour, that none could enter or leave 
the city whether by s e a 0r land. Then Muhamad Ben 
Maun, perceivmg that his power of maintaining the place 

d e c r e a s m g> and become hopeless of deliverance from an 
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enemy who was at the same time keeping all the kings of 
Spain in check, took these things so much to heart that his 
sorrow was more than he could bear, and lie died of grief. 
The moment before Muhamad resigned his oppressed life, 
he advised his eider son, Ahmed Moez Dola, to take refuge 
in tbe Bast of Africa with the Aben Hamudes, if G-od should 
be pleased to liberate him, while still living, from the hands 
of bis foes, and to ally himself with the sons of Hamud, if 
he were permitted to retain any power over his territories. 
The dying king spoke in similar terms to his younger son Iz 
Dola, but the latter did not follow the counsels of his father. 

And so died the wise and virtuous King Almuatesim of 
Almería, after a reign of much felicity, which had endured 
fortv years. He had served under the King of the 
Moslemah, Juzef Aben Taxfin, at the battle of Zalacca, and 
had taken part with his troops at tbe seige of Alid, in the 
Camarcas of Lorca ; but these services were not suífered to 
impede the ruin of himself and his family. 

The son of their lost king was immediately proclaimed by 
the people of Almeria, and all the more readily, as Ahmed 
Moez Dola* had already received the oath of allegiance, 
seeing that his father had long before associated him in the 
government, and declared him his successor. The day of 
bis proclamation by the people was the 4th of the moon 
Bebie Postrera, in the year 484, which was that of his 
father's death. 

But the reign of Abu Meruan Moez Dola did not 
endure more than a month from the day of Muhamad's 
death. At that time there came intelligence to Almeria of 
the occupation of Seville by the Almorávides, and of the 
deposition of Aben Abed; when the new sovereign of 
Almeria, losing what little hope he had previously enter-
tained, and perceiving that it would not be possible for him 
to preserve his own capital in safety, provided himself 
secretly with a ship, in which he resolved to escape from 
the doomed city: meanwhile he began to enter into 
negociations for tbe surrender thereof. 

The question of surrender having once been entertained, 

* In other passages of these chronicles Ahmed is called Obeidallah 
Moezdala Abu Meruan.—Conde. 
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the care of those who watched the city became somewhat 
relaxed, and in the dead of night the king fled from its 
walls with his family and treasures, directing his steps to 
the East of Africa, as his father had recommended, and 
abandoning Almeria, with its dependencies, to the con-
quering Almorávides. His flight, according to some authors, 
was before the cióse of Bamazan ; according to others that 
event took place on the 25th of the moon Xaban, in the 
year 484. 

Abu Meruan took with him his brother Bafel Dola, as 
be did also the wives and children of that prince. The 
brothers found shelter with the Lord of Bejaya, and they 
bved in that city as vassals and dependents of Almanzor 
Ben Anasir Ben Alanas Ben Hamedi Ben Balker Ben 
Zeiri lien Menad Zanhagi, who shortly afterwards conferred 
on Abu Meruan the government of Tunis in the West. 
His brother Bafel Dola was subsequently favoured and 
protected by the Wali of Telencen El Mezdeli, and at that 
place Bafel Dolah, who was much addicted to the study of 
letters, resided, happily busied with that peaceful occupation 
until the day of his death, which took place, as we are in-
íormed by the Andalusian historians, Amru Otinan of 
^ordova, Zacarias of Saragossa, and Alcodai of Yalencia, 
in the year 539. 
, day after that which saw the son of the broken-
nearted Muhamad departing from the city of his inheritance, 
t ja t place surrendered to the Almorávides, and the general 

ti, Taxfin, Davoud Aben Ayxa, took possession 
oí the same with his troops. He then sent companies of 
soiüiers to occupy the dependencies of Almeria, and laid 
seige to Montuxar, which he soon reduced, as he had done 
the other towns of the kingdom. Abed Ayxa then des-
patched messengers to the King Juzef, giving him the 
welcome intelligence that the Almorávides had now, within 
a year and a half, f0Und means to make themselves masters 
oí five kmgdoms of Andalusia: those namely which had 
belonged to Aben Habus, to Aben Abed, t¿ Abu Albas 
Maun^to Aben Abdelaziz, and to Abdallah Ben Becar, 
-Lord oí Jaén, Oyla, and Ecija. 

lu the íollowmg year, 485, the King of the Moslemah 
commanded lus general Davoud Ben Ayxa to march upon 
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Denia; which command he executed accordingly, and 
occupied the city, as he did that of Xativa. Both these 
towns had been held hy Aben Monead, and that Ameer, 
together with Abu Mernan Huzeil Aben Bazin, of Mur-
biter and Valencia, had allied himself with the Christians, 
and with their general, Buderic El Cambiter,* thinking 
to defend themselves against the Almorávides by his aid; 
but the general Devoud Aben Ayxa occupied all those 
places with little difficulty and without much shedding of 
blood. The state of Abed Bazid remained a separate 
dependence, and the government was given in perpetual 
tenaney to Yahye Abdelmelic Abu Meruan, who was its 
lord by right of inheritance ; but this happened on account 
of the antiquity of his family's possession, and also because 
of their ancient alliances with the Aben Hudes of Saragossa. 
The son of Abdelmelic likewise became governor of the state, 
having succeeded his father Yahye therein. 

These things done, Davoud Abu Ayxa departed to 
Secura, which city he also took, and then passing on with 
his army he laid siege to Valencia. That place was defended 
by the King Yahye Ben Dylnoun, assisted by the Christians, 
who were his allies or rather his lords. During a sally, 
which terminated in a sanguinary and obstinate engagement, 
Yahye Ben Dylnoun was mortally wounded and died that 
same day, when he was succeeded in the kingdom and the 
defence of the city by Alcadir Yahye Ben Dylnoun, who being 
a wise and valiant general, disputed the entrance of the foe 
in many a well-fought battle and ingenious surprise, defend-
ing the place with equal courage and ability. 

The Christians, perceiving that it was impossible to 
maintain themselves in Valencia, retired from the city; but 
Alcadir, assisted by the brave general Aben Tahir, Lord of 
Tadmir, still continued to defend the walls, which he 
abandoned only with his life. 

Much time and rivers of blood had now been expended, 
and more would have been lavished in the same cause had 
not the Cadi of Valencia, Ahmed Ben G-ehaf Almaferi, con-
sented to form a compact with the enemy, in pursuance of 
which he caused the gates to be thrown open, and the 

* The Cid Campeador. 
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Almorávides entered sword in hand. They made a cruel 
slaughter among the people who still remained fáithful to 
Alcadir, and that prince himself perished with many other 
noble cavaliers, all fighting with the bravery of lions. 

To the Cadi Ahmed Ben Gehaf there was given as the 
reward of his service the government of the place he had 
hetrayed, and from being its Cadilcoda he rose to be the 
Wali of that important city. But how just is the Divine 
Providence! IIow inflexible is that law which ensures the 
accomplishment of its eternal decrees ! This we shall more 
clearly set forth hereafter, when we come to relate the death 
of the treacherous Cadi. 

The General Davoud Aben Ayxa wrote an account of his 
conquest to the King of the Moslemah, Juzef Ben Taxfin, 
who replied by commanding him to continué his aggressions 
until he had subjugated all Spain. 

Now the King Abu Giaffar of Saragossa, of the íllus-
tnous race of Aben Hud, was all this time maintaining the 
whole eastern border of Spain with the noble uprightness 
and heroic valour which formed the distinctions of his cha-
racter. Guadir Higiara, Medina Celi, Helga, Daroca, Cala-
tavub, Huesca, Tudila, Barbasta, Lérida, and Praga, were 
all in his command; and he was equally powerful on the 
sea which lies to the south of the Pyrenees, sending his 
ships to Alexandria and the coast of Africa, all richly laden 
with the products of Spain ; and these returning, brought 
nim the merchandize of Syria and of other provinces sitúate 
towards the east. He was the most wealthy of all the 
kings of Spain, and being very liberal, moreover, as well as 
i w t ll.umane> he was so much beloved by his people, 
that he might be said to hold their hearts in his hand. 

r or this cause, J u z e f Ben Taxfin did not venture to attack 
the King of Saragossa, ñor had he declared war against 
his states; but the prudent Abu Giaffar, fearing to see the 
Kmg of the Moslemah become his enemy, and perceiving 
the victories which he had ob+ained over the other Ameers, 
thought it best to yield to the necessities of the time, and 
prepare for the storm by which lie was threatened. He 
therefore wrote a letter to Kiug Juzef, desiring his alliance 
and a treaty of defence against the Christians : this letter 
he sene by the hands of his own son, Ima Dolah Abu 
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Meruan Abdelmelic, cbarging tbat prince at the same time 
with very precious gifts* for the Ameer of the Moslemah, 
to whom, among other things, he wrote as follows :— 

" My states are the wali which stands between thyself 
and the enemy of our Law ; this wali is the shelter and de-
fence of the Moslemah: ñor have my forefathers ceased to 
guard these frontiers from the first moment of their reign 
in the land, resolved that the Infidel should not enter the 
other provinces of Spain by our borders. The assurance of 
thy friendship will be a satisfaction to me, and thou mayst 
rely upon the sincerity of my alliance. My son Abdel-
melic will declare to thee the intentions of our heart, and 
our earnest wishes for the defence and propagation of 
Islam." 

To that letter Juzef Aben Taxfin replied in the following 
words:— 

" From the King of the Moslemah and Protector of the 
Paith, Juzef Aben Taxfin, to the Confident in God, Ahmed 
Abu Giafar Aben Hud, whose potency may God the Om-
nipotent perpetúate and increase. 

" From our court of Morocco—may God have it in his 
keeping—whither thy letter hath arrived, giving clear 
evidence of the nobility and valour of thy forefathers. 

" "We give thanks to God and the perfection of praise, 
imploring him to direct and guide us in the path of upright-
ness, and to lead our thoughts to salutary ends. "We pray 
to God for our lord Muhamad his servant, with whom, may 
the Divine grace, which exalts to perfection, be ever 
abundant. 

" Kespecting the things which we have to say to thee— 
to whom may God add strength—and in regard to thy su-
blime generosity, know that in us there is nothing less than 
a sincere friendship for thee, proceeding entirely from our 
natural disposition which God hath given to us. 

There hath also come to our presence the honour of 
* Abcodal has recorded that a portion of these presents consisted in 

fourteen Arrobas (three hundred and fifty pounds, Gen. 3) of silver 
in solid masses, each raarked with the seal of his grandfather, Almuta-
m c n - He adds that Juzef received these gifts, and having coined them 
into Kirates, distributed them among the populace of Cordova on the 
day when he took possession of that city.-—Condé. 
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greatness and the sublimity of understanding, which is Abu 
Meruan Abdelmelic, thy son by descent, but one also to us, for 
our lo ve and good-will that we bear to him. May God increase 
in him His love to thee, since he is the light of thine eyes 
and the gladness ofthy heart! With him have also arrived 
the two honourable Viziers Abu Lasba and Abu Amir, to 
whom may God accord the mercy of His holy fear, as well 
as to all your servants, to all and each of whom we have 
done honour according to his quality. They brought to us 
thy esteemed letter, which we have received with honour, 
and from this we have understood thy desires, as well as 
from the relation by words which thy son and Viziers have 
made to us with much discretion. We on our part have 
replied, in conformity with thy demands, and in Communi-
cations with them have spoken to them once and again, so 
that they understand well what is contained in the con-
vention of our reciprocal friendship and alliance, which shall 
be wholly directed towards the preservation of the greatness 
and sovereignty of the State, in so far as it shall be for the 
service of God. Farewell." 

OF TTR ^'—INCÜRSIONS 0 : F ™ E INFIDEL ON THE LAND OF FRAGA. 
CID ^ C 0 N Q Ü : E S T 0 F BADAJOZ BY THE ALMORAVIDES. UNION OF THE 
THOSE I 1 H T H E M 0 0 E S AGAINST THE ALMORAVIDES, FROM WHOM 
N M M N , 1 1 ™ 8 T A K E ™ E CITY OF VALENCIA. THE ALMORAVIDES 

EOSSESSIOK OF THE BALEARIO ISLES. 

highlv satisfied with the alliance thus 
E ^ f f i t h e year 486, the Almorávides did aíford 
him eüectual aid a g a in s t the Christians, who had fallen like 
a whirlwmd upon his territories, and assisted by those of 
AIranc with the Erdomanos, had made themselves masters 
ot 1 raga and Barbaster, devastating the fields, burning the 
towns and plundering the flocks and herds of such of the 
mhabitants as they did not slay or carry into captivity. 
iNay ít hath been computed that in those'incursions there 
penshed no less than forty thousand persons, to say nothing 
ot the many women, damsels, and children, who were carried 
away captives. 
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There then proceeded to the aid of the King Almustain 
Abu Griaífar of Saragossa, six thousand Almoravide cross-
bowmen, with one thousand horse; when that forcé, having 
joined those of the King, made fearful reprisals on the Chris-
tians, and recovered the fortresses which had been taken by 
them. The Moslemah likewise retook Barbaster by forcé of 
arms, and having gained possession of the place, they left 
but few in life of all that they found therein. The city of 
Braga was recovered in similar sort, the Infidels having been 
defeated in many well-contested and sanguinary conflicts. 
After these things, King Almustain returned to Saragossa, 
bringing five hundred Christian damsels in his train, with 
a thousand suits of armour taken from the Christian 
warriors, and many other spoils of great valué, from which 
he sent rich gifts to the King of the Moslemah, and con-
firmed their reciprocal friendship anew. 

While these things were passing in the eastern parts of 
Spain, Svr Aben Bekir, the most crafty of the Almoravide 
leaders, had taken his way with a powerful army towards 
the land of Algarve, to occupy the kingdom of Badajoz, 
which was then held by Omar Ben Muhamad Ben Alaftas, 
called Almetuakil Billah. Syr Ben Bekir took the cities of 
Algarve with but little difficulty, and made himself master 
of numerous fortresses ;' he also occupied Xelb and Evora; 
having eífected which, he fixed his camp before Badajoz, 
that city being defended by the King Aben Alaftas himself, 
and maintained with much bravery. 

But Eortune had turned her back on the Andalusian 
princes ; there was a commonly accredited report then 
current, which found especial credence among the populace, 
to the effect that a prophecy had announced the irremediable 
destruction of the Kings of Spain, all of whom were pre-
destined to be defeated and deposed by certain Ameers of 
Africa; and that persuasión being universally entertained 
by the people, was of so fatal an effect in those days, that 
the facility with which the Almorávides made themselves 
lords of Spain may be attributed in great measure to its 
effects. Nay, the very princes themselves were influenced 
by that belief, and thence it was that none of them did any 
thing truly effectual in defence of the country. 

In a battle of terrible obstinacy fought between the troops 
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of Aben Alafias and the Almorávides, the former were de-
feated, and two sons of the King, who had led the host, were 
taken prisoners : these were the Princes Alfadil and Alabas, 
who would not yield until, abandoned by their people and 
grievously wounded, they fell into the hands of the Almo-
rávides. The inhabitants of Badajoz, discouraged by these 
continual losses, and intimidated by their last battle, then 
compelled the king to make conditions for the surrender of 
the place. 

The general Syr Ben Bekir gave the king assurance of a 
safe departure from the city, with his children, his household, 
and all the treasures he yet retained; but after having 
possessed himself of Badajoz on that condition, and per-
mitted the king to leave it, with his sons, his wives, and his 
slaves, he sent a troop of the Lamtuna cavalry in pursuit of 
the travellers, when those assassins, overtaking the unhappy 
jamily while still in the neighbourhood of the capital, in-
humanly put the King Almetuakil to death with their lances, 
as they did the two wounded princes, Alfadil and Alabas, 
-this deplorable tragedy was accomplished on a Saturday, 
which was the 7th day of the Moon Safer, in the year 487, 
and all was done by order of Juzef Aben Taxfin, King of 
the Moslemah. 

The misfortunes of the family thus treacherously de-
stroyed were sung by the most renowned poets of that time ; 
TSV e!egy composed by the prefect of the palace, Abu 
Muhamad Abdelmegid Ben Abdun, was in the mouths of all 

, , T J® K ; n g Almetuakil was a very learned man; he was 
T T V t l i e w i s e and distinguished persons who fre-

quenteü tus court, with whom he passed his time, enjoying 
their society to a degree which caused him to forget all 
otfter artairs. His secretary, whom he always had with him 
in his palace, was that Vizier Abdelmegid already mentioned, 
an íUustnous poet, who was the competitor of the renowned 
Cordovan, Abdallah Ben Zeidun, the friend and secretary of 
Aben Abed, King of Seville, whose canzonets were perfect as 
the songs of the Muses themselves and formed the enchant-
ment not only of Spain, but of Africa and the East. The 
Ladilcoda of that accomplished Court was the wise and 
learned Aben Mocama. 



3 1 6 DOMINION OF THE ARABS IN SPAIN. [A.D. 1102-3. 

Of this unhappy sovereign, Almetuakil, the chronicle 
relates that, walking one day in his gardens with his Yizier, 
Abu Talib Ben Granim, their conversation engaged them so 
deeply, that they forgot the lapse of time, and permitted the 
hour of supper to pass unheeded. But it chanced that this 
was a day in which certain noble Xeques had been invited 
to the table of the king, and when the night had come and 
he did not appear, those Xeques began to eat a certain part 
of that which had been prepared for the sovereign himself,but 
was then served to them. After a time, the Yizier reminded 
his lord of the hour, and his expecting guests, when a servant 
at the same moment arrived to say that a part of the meat 
had been already eaten. Almetuakil then sent the Yizier 
to make his excuses to the invited Xeques, while he took 
himself a tamarind leaf, on which he wrote two verses de-
scribing the cause of his delay, and adding that the delin-
quents, himself and his Yizier namely, were already puuished, 
since the assembled guests had taken it upon them to decree 
the penalty and to execute their judgment. 

A son of King Almetuakil, called Negm Dolah, who had 
been Wali of Santarem, was imprisoned at Almithema, by 
command of Juzef Aben Taxfin; and Aben Zarfon, Cadi of 
the Aljama of Cordova, relates that the Yizier and Alchatib, 
Abu Bekar Ben Alcabotorna, having gone to visit him some 
short time after the death of his father and brothers, could 
not restrain his tears as he beheld the miserable condition 
to which misfortune had reduced a prince whom he had seen 
lord of rich cities. When he saw the man who had dwelt only 
in magnificent Alcazars, and was ever surrounded by noble 
Xeques, who thought only of serving and doing him homage, 
now confined to a narrow prison and deprived of all that 
makes life desirable, he could not but reflect on the insta-
bility of human affairs. Such are the revolutions impressed 
by Fortune on her unstable and slippery wheel;—and so 
fínished the kings of Andalusia. They were placed 011 their 
thrones by civil discords and intestine wars ; they lived iu 
the midst of perpetual contention, each labouring for his 
particular interest, to the destruction of the strength no less 
than the unity of Spain : they thus facilitated the aggran-
dizement of their enemies, and promoted the ruin of the 
entire country, while they thought only of establishing their 
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feeble and ephemeral sovereignties in the various provinces. 
Well, therefore, doth the Andalusian poet of that time 
exclaim :— 

" The contentions of thy people, O Land of Spain, 
Are calling the Ameer Amumenin to be thy chief." 

And when, at length overpowered by the Christians, they 
perceived the evil consequences of their disunion, did they 
not seek to remedy the evil, by calling to their aid the 
Moors of Africa ? These strangers defeated the Infidels with-
out doubt, but they subsequently dethroned and subjugated 
the Ameers who had invited them, giving them a cruel death 
as their reward, or leading them into a degrading captivity 
more intolerable than death itself. 

Ine assassination of King Alcadir of Valencia, with the 
occupation of that city by the Almorávides, through the 
médium of the Cadi Ahmed Ben Gehaf, was quickly made 
Known through all Spain, as was also the fact that the 
traitor had been left Wali of the city as the price of his 
services to the murderers of his king. 
Al vr t l i e o f S a n t a M a r i í l ' de Aben Kaxin, who was 
^ u Meruan Abdelmelik Ben Huzeil, a kinsman and aUy 
Xativ i E e n - A l a f t a s> e x c i t e d t h e PeoP l e o f Murbiter 
thev^ a n t o avenge the death of that monarch, and 
the AllaVm^-a^S0 r eceived cruel injuries at the hands of 
to tírp

 m 0 r a v i d e s ' joined with him, when all allied themselves 
Cambitur*erai ° f t h e C h r i s t i a n s > Kuderik, known as the 
nllv <->f f!'' T ^oasted that he also was the friend and 

mLI andtSt'd Kiüg Alcadir' " WeU " °f AbU 

n f i i " m T l Í 1 ; a p P 0 Í r i t e d a r r ny Of cavalry and infantry was then 
assembled bemg composed of Christians and Moslemah 
v í ! . ' , í ° T k l e d b)r ^ e Cambitur, besieged the city of 
Valencia, which they p r e s s e d s o c l o s e l ' t h a t the Wali Aben 
behafwas compelled to surrender, seeing that he had no 
hope of receiving SuCCours within the time that his 
necessities demanded them. The conditions made with the 

Ta¡uTL0¿¿ a n c i e n t wr i t e r s t h e Cid is caUed kinS o r ^rmt of t h e 
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Wali were safety for himself, his family, and the citizens 
generally, who were not to he offended under any pretext, 
whether in their persons or goods: the Cambitur further-
more assured Gehaf that he should retam possession oí his 

g°Undereithese favourable conditions Aben Gehaf opened 
the gates of the city, and the Cambitor—may Allah con-
found him !—did not fail to enter at once therem, with all 
his people and allies. 

These events took place in the moon of Giumada Primera, 
in the year 487, and the victorious general remained m 
Valencia with his troops both Christian and Moslemah, but 
without making his ultimate purpose manifest in any way. 
Ahmed Ben Gehaf also abode there in great confidence 
and security, being continued in his office of Cadilcoda, and 
being inflated with the pride of command; but when the 
year had accomplished its course, the Cambitor impnsoned 
Aben Gehaf at a time when he was least expecting such a cir-
cumstance, and with him all his family. This is said by some 
writers to have been done principally to the end that Gehaí 
might be forced to declare the place wherein he had concealed 
the treasures of the King Yahye Alcadir ; and to obtam the 
truth as regarded those riches, there was no method ieit 
unattempted, whether entreaties, promises, menaces, decep-
tions, or tortures. A vast pile was at length prepared m 
the Great Square of Valencia, and this bemg kmdled, the 
Cambitur commanded that Ahmed Ben Gehaf and all his 
family should be dragged thither, and cast into those ñames, 
which were of so vast an extent that even those who stood 
at a considerable distance were burnt, and compelled to 
flight by that insufferable heat. 

&When the fallen governor, loaded with his chams, 
appeared with his children and family before that fearful 
pile the assembled multitude, Moslemah as well as 
Christians, cried with a loud voice, entreatmg that the 
Cambitor would at least grant pardon to the mnocent 
children and household; to which, after long resistance, he 
at length consented. , 

But for the Cadi the tyrant Cambitur had commanded 
that a great hole should be dug within a short distance oí 
the blazing pile, and in this he was placed even to the 
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girdle. Then they surrounded the body of the doonied man 
with dry wood, and having kindled it there presently aróse 
a great flame: as this approached him, the hapless Cadi 
covered his face, and exclaimed, " In the ñame of Allah, the 
Pitying, the Merciful!" As he uttered these words a vast 
mass of that fire fell upon him that very quickly burnt and 
consumed the body of Ahmed Grehaf, and his soul departed 
to the mercy of Grod. This took place on a Thursday, in 
the moon of Gruimada Primera, in the year 488, and that 
was the same moon during which in the year preceding the 
acoursed Cambitur had entered Valencia with the avengers 
of the King Alcadir Yahye Aben Dylnoun * 

The Yizier Aben Tahir soon departed from Valencia, and 
repaired to Murcia, taking with him the remains of King 
Alcadir, to give them honourable sepulture in that city, 
where the noble Aben Tahir himself died many years after,— 
ni 508, that is to say, at which time he had attained the age 
o more than seventy years. That Vizier composed a copy 
ot verses on the death of Alcadir Yahye, and in these he 
<- eclared the vengeance that would inevitably overtake him 
w ai, b e e u t h e c a u s e o f t h a t u n t i m e l 7 e v e n t -
to Í J ! 6 d G e l l a f h a v ing thus fearfully expired, the Cambitur 
y 0 , . noedful measures for the government of the city of - y , . m e a s u r e s l u í u u t ; g u v e i u m t j u i / u i I / u c u i t j UJ. 

alheTT' Í n WhÍc l1 ' f o r t h e s e c u r i t y o f t h e Moslemah, his 
II e ^ í t a strong garrison of Christian troops. He 
aen üeparted with the principal of the Moslemah generáis, 

^ f n í r A b u Meruan Aben Huzeil, namely, Lord of 

ffiazi f ¥ A - e n E a z i n ; A b u I z a B e n L ' e b o u n B e n 
IVTQÍK Murbiter, having been left in Valencia as the 

At ? I L l e u t e n a * t Of Abu Meruan. 
t b e ^moravide leader, Syr Ben Abi Bekir, 

aespatched his ships to take possession of the islands lying 
t 0 ^ e East of Spain, when the troops which he 

sent in these barks occupied Ivi9a, Majorca, and Minorca, 
the ñame of Juzef Aben Taxfin, King of the Moslemah, 

a t t n h n Í J l 0 t í / n S ° n f o r hoping that the frightful action here 
S t t t W ' ^ í Campeador has but little foundation in t ru th : 
K S ™ Pl

f
l , death is admitted on all hands, but none of 

ir c d í ' ? h
f
e l a d ^ merited death, while many refuse 

tex t 0 t h ° f e a r f u l details of that eatastrophe given in the 
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without any resistance what ever on the part of the in-
habitants. Those islands had been governed for the Kings 
of Valencia and Denia by the Beni Xuheid, illustrious 
Xeques of Murcia, who had ruled the same in peace and 
justice from the year 440; at which period the government 
passed into their hands from those of the Wali Ahmed Ben 
Basich Abu Alabas, secretary to the Ameer of Denia, Abu 
Greijc Mugehid Ben Abdallah Alameri. But since they 
knew well that nearly all Spain was now in the power of 
King Juzef, the rulers of the islands took the oath of 
obedience to his sovereignty with good will, placing them-
selves under his faith and protection. 

Now it chanced in the year 493, that Obeidallah, the son-
in-law of Abu Meruan, Lord of Santa Maria, and who had 
raised himself to the soveveignty of Adcun, came into the 
Comarcas of Santa Maria, with Abu Iza Ben Leboun, Lord 
of Murbiter, and while the last-named chief was occupied 
with an incursión on the surrounding territory, Obeidallah, 
taking a son of his own in his company, repaired with certain 
of his followers to visit Abu Meruan, his father-in-law. 
But he made such extraordinary demands on Abu Meruan 
—that he should ñame him successor to his states, namely, 
that he should instantly supply him with money and troops, 
and agree to other requirements of equal importance—that 
Abu Meruan becoming much displeased by his boldness, 
reproved him with great asperity. A warm discussion then 
ensued, and at length Obeidallah and his son drew their 
swords on Abu Meruan, who defended himself against them 
as he best could. The noise of that encounter brought into 
the hall a daughter of Abu Meruan, who was the promised 
bride of Obeidallah, and that princess seeing tbe Xeques in 
deadly combat with her father, called aloud for help, when 
the servants and people of Meruan hurried to the place. 
Beholding their master thus attacked they instantly fell on 
his assailants with their daggers, and would soon have 
cut them down had not Abu Meruan himself restrained 
their fury. 

But it was only for a moment that he did so ; when 
his daughter had left the hall, he commanded his people to 
hew oíf the hands and feet of Obeidallah, to tear out his 
eyes, and to impale him, thus mutilated, on a stake, where 



4-

A.D. 1 0 9 9 . ] VALENCIA EESTORED TO ISLAM. 3 2 1 > 

he was left to die, wliile his son, having his feet also cut off, 
was then thrown into a dungeon. In all this the commands 
oí Abu Meruan were obeyed without hesitation. 
. The King Abu Meruan was much beloved by his subjects, 

smce lie treated them with infinite consideration, and ruled 
them justly. In his house the fires of hospitality were 
burning day and night, and he was the never-failing pro-
tector of all who were in need. His friendship and alliance 
with the King of Saragossa and with El Cambitor, the 
general of the Christians, enabled him to maintain his 
mdependence, which was besides assured by his good govern-
memí an<1 ty.^e sound policy that he pursued. 

i f ¿ exPedition to the islands had just been happily com-
peted, when Syr Ben Abi Bekir received intelligence to 
the effect that Valencia had been taken by the Christians, 
an event which was made known to him by the governor of 
Almena, a son of that Ahmed Aben Gehaf whom the 
v-ambitor had burnt to death, as hath been related. Hearing 
wus, byr Ben Bekir gathered all his forcé, and sent a vast 
army, composed of Moors from Lamtuna and Masamuda, 
with a large body of cross-bowmen, to tbe attack and siege 
oí that place, whither he himself repaired with all speed. 

J-hen the Christians, with the Moslemah their allies, 
E C f m ? g t h a t t h e y c o u l d n o t maintain the city against so 
great a torce, and having no hope of succours, abandoned 

durin h' ? ? 0 t U n t Ü a f t e r t h e) r h a d e n d u r e d a l o n g siege> ,nií1 j? Y- there were fought many sanguinary skirmishes 
Z t r+ l^ f a t e b a t t l e s - The persistence of the Almorávides 
bnnn í r i e s s r F r e v a i l e d m tbe end, and God restored it 
2 Í 0 T h a ^ event occurred in the moon of 
S W i y e a r 4 9 5 5 and when the restitution of the 
K w T T°W Ü ' m a n 7 of the nobles and learned men 
? ™ ; e ir

T
ed o n the entrance of the Christians to Syria, murcia, and Jaén, returned to Yalencia and resumed their 

w, , M Í , t h A W a l l s o f that city. Among these persons 
was Muhamad Aben Bahr, Ben Aasi Alansari, a native of 
&ma and a Xeque i n bis own land, who had fled to Jaén, 
and had remained there nearly seven years, devoting himself 
to thes tudy of letters, in company with Abu Hegag Alkefiz 
and Meruan Aben Zerag. I ¿ v i n g returned thither, as we 

TOL i m ^ t h a t V a l e n c i a w a s r e s t o r e d t 0 islam, 
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Aben Bahr became Almocri, or reader, in the Great Mosque 
of that city. 

Muhamad Aben Bahr wrote a work on the Variations of 
the Alcorán, in which he displayed much critical acumen; 
ultimately he retired to his native place of Siria, where he 
died in the year 547. His departure took place at the 
hour of dawn, and on a Sunday, which was the 6th of 
the moon Xawal. He was buried in the Makbura of Beni 
Zenoun, by the people of that place, and the prayer was 
made for him by his brother Abu Muhamad. Aben Bahr 
was born in the year 470. 

In the year 496 died Abdelmelik Abu Meruan, Lord of 
Aben Bazia: he was succeeded by his son, Yahye Ben 
Abdelmelik, but as a dependant on the city of Valencia. 

C H A P . X X I I I . — J ü Z E F ABEN TAXFIN REVISITS THE XAND OF SPAIN. 
OATH OF ALLEGIANCE TAKEN TO HIS SON ALT. HETTTRN OF JUZEF TO 
AFRICA, AND HIS DEATH IN THAT COUNTRY. 

THE affairs of Spain having been thus successfully brought 
to an issue by his generáis Davoud Ben Aixa and Syr Abu 
Bekir, Juzef Aben Taxfin repaired to that country in the 
year 496 to visit his new states. On that occasion there 
passed the sea in his company two of his sons, the eider of i 
whom was called Abu Tair Temim, and the younger Abul 
Hassan Aly ; but the latter, although inferior to his brother 
in age, was more than his equal in forcé of mind and 
strength of character. I t was of him that an Andalusian 
poet of that time wrote the following lines:— 

Aly, though counting last in years, 
Yet by his valour first appears, 
As the gemmed ring most dearly graced 
Is on the smallest finger placed. 

"With these his sons, the Ameer of the Moslemah passed 
through all the provinces of Spain. They were delighted 
beyond measure as they became aware of the beauties and 
advantages of the country, and Juzef compared the whole 
land to an eagle, saying that the head was Toledo, the 
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beak, Alcala de Baya;* the breast, Jaén; the claws, 
Granada; the right wing, Algarvia; and the left, Axarkia: 
meanmg by all tbis to intímate the degree of importanee 
attached to the respective portions, and that which was 
more particularly the part of each, in the government and 
defence of the whole state. 

Having completed his tour of inspection, the king con-
voked his Xeques with the principal generáis of the Almo-
rávides, and in that council he decided to declare his son Aly, 
who was then in Cordova, the future successor to his states, 
commandmg that all should swear obedience to him and 
aclmowledge him for their lord when his own days should 
have come to their end. The oath of allegiance was taken 
accordmgly with much solemnity, and amidst a large 

7 F N ° ° T E I ° F U O B L E S A N D C A V A L I E R S ' B O T B - O F S P A Ü L A N D 

pírica,t the king commanding his Vizier, Abu Ben Ab-
aeigahr, to write the letter which contained the compact 

succession,—a document which was conceived in the 
ioüowmg terms 

lac t of the future succession and partition in the 
government of the empire: — Praises be to God! who 
granteth mercy to such as serve Him in their inheritances 
ana successions, who hath created kings to be heads of 
people Preservation of peace and concord among the 

w f S A ? 6 Ameer of the Moslemah, Nasredin Abu Jacub 
madehi t i v U ' knows and acknowledges that God hath 
to tli A m í \ r i e f guardián and defender of so many nations., 
so fearin 1 f h ° m a y s e r v e H i m s e l f and the Faithful; 
wl'nVTi Íf oiS n i t b e d a y called to-morrow may be that on 
tli l l u / í 3 8 6 a ° d to demand from him an account of 

which He hath confided to him, and given him in charge, 

t A Í c o l i t l S ^ I f Í t ' Calatrava.-CW¿. 
melic a grandson nf Aí^ t h e Hagib Amad-Dolah Abu Meruan Abdel. 
S remonf a l r ^ « d i r Billah, King of Saragossa, cameto this 
f a t W w^fh ™ g ! e r § r e a t chiefs, having been sent thitlier by his 
c o m l n d S ff ° f f * * * " rárity and valué, whereupon juzef 
S b S S Í ? r a t e S ° f S° l d should be made of the same, and dis • 
F e S S l e S r ^ c S ^ 6 0 ^ 6 °f C O r d O V a°n t h e °f t h " 
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and to tlie intent that he may not then be found to have 
neglected the duty of leaving in his place one who shall 
protect the people as their king, and shall govern them in 
peace and justice; since, also, it is certainly known that 
God commands to make a testament and the disposition 
of matters involving less important consequences,—and 
how much more, then, must this obligation be conformable 
to His divine will in aífairs so grave and of so much 
consideration as that of governing the nations, which is one 
on the success whereof depends the general welfare, as well 
of the rich as the poor;—so now the King of the Moslemah, 
considering that this command toucheth him in particular, 
inasmuch as that God hath placed beneath his care the 
government of many peoples,—as in things of this world, so 
in those pertaining to the Law,—upholding all by the forces 
of both ends of his lance, and by the temper and keenness 
of the edge of his sword;—after having well meditated on 
these things, the King hath found that his younger son, Abul 
Hassan Aly, is a youth well disposed for great and high 
things; be is therefore the better prepared to bear upon 
his shoulders the weight of the administration of a kingdom; 
wherefore the King of the Moslemah hath selected and 
appointed, called, proclaimed, and elevated him to the 
majesty and dignity of the throne, and to the government of 
the empire, having previously taken counsel of wise and 
prudent men from all parts—those near as well as those 
distant; when all, in common accord with the noble Xeques 
and cava'.iers of the kingdom, have freely manifested and 
made known that they accept and are well satisfied with 
the succession of Prince Aly here declared, seeing that 
his own father is contented and satisfied therewith. Thus 
they receive the youth for their Ameer because the King 
l i s father hath chosen and selected him to be Ameer, 
esteeming him to be worthy of that dignity, and well suited 
to receive the elevation of the royal majesty." 

Then the Prince Aly was called to the presence of his 
father and the council, when the king proposed to him the 
conditions on which he had been named the successor and 
heir of his dominions, to which the Prince replied. that he 
accepted and was highly content with the same, resolving 



A.D. 1 1 0 3 . ] CEREMONY OE INAUGURATIOLF. 3 2 5 

on his part to fulfil the duties which they involved. The 
lot of the Istihara was then cast, invocations being made to 
Allah, with entreaties for His favour and aid to render all 
secure, since all power and prosperity are in His hand. 

After these things the King Juzef uttered a solemn 
exhortation to his son, impressmg upon his mind such 
truths as he deemed convenient and best calculated to 
assist him in the accomplishment of his great duties, the 
prmce repeating his promises and expressing his desire to 
serve God and fulfil the intentions of his father. 

Next the Yizier Alcatib produced a document to certify 
that all then present were content with that succession, and 
confirmed their acceptance thereof; those Xeques who were 
absent doing the same by their procurators. Furthcrmore 
was then added that the 'prince, the sworn successor to the 
empire, had heard and understood the conditions of his 
succession, and that he had accepted them; all which the 
V ízier Alcatib signed with his ñame. That oath of allegiance 
was sworn in the moon Dylhagia of the year 496. 

JNow the conditions and commandments which King 
Juzeí had proposed and laid upon his son in relation to the 
government of the empire, were on this wise: the Alcaidias 
ancl governments of provinces, cities, and fortresses, were to 
be confided thenceforward and for ever to the Almorávides 
01 the tribe of Lamtuna; but the guardianship of the 
l S t +1 a n d t l i e w a r against the Christians were to be 
íeit to the Moslemah of Andalusia, seeing that they were 
Infi 1 i e i p e r í e n C e d a n d Practised in the warfare with those 
• T their mode of combat, their stratagems and incur-

bions. .j uzet recommended his son to reward those who should 
Qistinguish themselves while fighting in his service, with 
piesents oí arms and horses, to which vestments and money 
were to be added on certain occasions. He advised him to 
maintam a torce of seventeen thousand Almoravide cavalry 
m the bpanish división of the empire, those troops to be 
distributed to various p a r t a then fixed and determined on 
oy the Kmg of the Moslemah himself, who prescribed the 
proportions also, and these were : seven thousand to Seville, 
one thousand to Cordova, three thousand to Granada, and 
iour thousand to the Axarkia; the remaining two thousand 
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were to be placed on the frontiers in such fortresses as 
were nearest to the Christian foes.* 

These matters being all arranged, the King of the Mos-
lemah departed from ¡Spain and crossed the sea to Ceuta. 
In his passage through Lucena, King Juzef intimated to 
the Jews of that city that they were now to become 
Moslemah, since a compact had been found in an ancient 
book, then at Cordova, whereby the Jews living in the 
time of the Prophet had offered to become Moslemah at the 
end of five hundred years, if within that time the Messiah 
whom they had so long awaited (and of whom it was 
affirmed in their Tura, that he was to be of their nation, 
founding a doctrine and law which were to endure to the 
end of time) had not been born to them within that period. 

This engagement having thus been brought to _ their 
recollection,—and many were found to afíirm that it had 
been truly made,—the Jews appealed to King Juzef for 
Kidulgence; whereupon they were referred to his Vizier 
and Cadi, Abdallah Ben Aly, with whom they compounded 
the matter, obtaining a redemption from present inter-
ference respecting that engagement, on paying to the 
treasury a vast amount of money in doubloons of gold. 

Having embarked and happily sailed to Ceuta, the King 
of the Moslemah lived there in retirement, taking no part 
in the affairs of the kingdom, seeing that no long time after 
his arrival there he began to feel symptoms of decay, for he 
was indeed now become very oíd. In the year 498, his 
sickness still continuing, he was removed to Morocco; but 
the weakness and suffering which then afílicted him in-
creased daily, until his strength having wholly departed, he 
remained without the power of motion, not being able to 
lift a limb. And so he died—may God receive him to His 
mercy!—at the cióse of the moon Muharram, and soon after 
the commencement of the year 500. Juzef Aben Taxfin had 
then lived one hundred years, and counting from the time 
when his cousin Abu Bekir had made him his Naib, he had 

* According to Alcodai, the pay of these troops was also regulated; 
five crowns per months namely, to each cavalier, with his rations and 
clothing.— Conde. 
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reigned about forty years; but from tbe time wben be 
entered Medina Fez, thirty-eight. His reign in Andalusia 
was seventeen years, reckoned from tbe day wben be took 
tbe kingdom of Granada from its previous master, King 
Abdallah Ben Balkin, to the day of his death* 

When the King of the Moslemah perceived that he was 
about to die, he called his son, the Prince Aly Ben Juzef, 
and, among other commands, imposed on him that of never 
making war without necessity, recommending him, furtlier-
more, to avoid having a war of any kind with the tribes 
dwelling in the mountains of Harén, and with that of 
Masamuda, inhabiting the country beyond those mountains, 
towards Al Kibla.f He advised him* moreover, to maintain 
a constant friendship with the race of the Beni Hud, who 
were Kings of the AxarkiaJ of Spain, seeing that those 
monarchs served as a wali which restrained the Christians, 
and were the protectora and defenders of the Moslemah of 
Andalusia. He hade the Prince be careful to hold the 
Moslemah of Spain in honour, more particularly those of 
Cordova, recommending him to overlook such faults as were 
not of vital importance, and forgive such as might oífend him. 

Of this King, Juzef Ben Taxfin, it is affirmed that he 
never mflicted the penalty of death, his heaviest punish-
ment being perpetual imprisonment or banisbment from the 
kingdom. He was buried at Morocco, within the Alcazar 
itseü; his two sons, Abu Tair Temim and Abul Hassan Aly, 
oemg present at the funeral, with many other Xeques, who 
were his ínends or kinsmen of the tribes of Lamtuna and 
¿anhaga. The chroniclers tell us that he made protestatior 
oí his laith and the desire he entertained for the propagation 
°¿ l j a , w e ^ e n at the hour of his death, and Muhamad Ben 
llallí m his Beian Wadeh, or " The Luminous Declaration," 
describes the Moslemah, his subjects, as able to find no 
consolation for his departure but in that fixed choice of a 
successor which he had made of his son Aly. 
a i i - i g : J u z e f ' accompanied by thirteen Ameers of 
Andalusia, had gamed the victory of Zalacca, in which he 

n f l ? ^ ; C0un-, t ing f r o m the time when Juzef reeeived the lieutenaney 
X i f T g r b ' , a i K , , w h e a h l s cousin Aben Omar departed to the desert, 
caüs the length of his reign thirty-four years.- Condé. 

t ihe South. j The East. 
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' defeated the King of the Christians, Don Alfonso, he had • 
commanded that the impress of the coins previously current 
should be changed, and caused the following inscription to 
be placed on those of gold: " There is no &od but Allah. 
Mahomet is the ambassador of Allah. The Prince of the 
Moslemah, Juzef Aben Taxfin." Around the piece were 
en grave d these words : " He who follows another Law than 
that of Islam, his faith shall not be accepted, and at the last 
day he sháll be numbered with the unhappy." The reverse 
bore the inscription that follows: " The Ameer Abdallah, 
Prince of the Eaithful Abasi." Around the piece on that 
side were the place and date of its coinage. 

C H A P . X X I V . — A L Y BEN JUZEF COMMENCES HIS BEIGN, REPAIBS 
TWICE TO SPAIN. BATTLE OF TJKLIS, IN WHICH THE INFANT DON 
SANCHO IS SLAIN. 

ALT, the son of Juzef, was proclaimed king in Morocco 
immediately on the death of his father. He was called Abu 
Hassan, and the mother that bore him was a Christian, 
named Comaica. The place of his birth, which occurred in 
the year 477, was Ceuta. He was of fair complexión and clear 
colour; had beautiful eyes, a handsome beard, and glossy 
black hair; his nose was well-proportioned, he had a 
graceful mouth, was of middle height, and had a good con-
stitution. His proclamation at Morocco took place in the 
moon of Muharram, in the year 500. 

Aly Ben Juzef was at that time in the twenty-third year 
of his age ; he was already the father of three sons, Texfin# 

El "Wali, who succeeded him in the kingdom, Abu Becar, 
and Syr Ben Aly. The secretary of the new king was Abu 
Muhamad Ben Abed, one of the sons of Aben Abed, King 
of Seville. The people of Aly Ben Juzef called him Ameer 
Amuminin ; he reigned over all the lands of Almagreb, 
from Medina Beghaya to the extremity of Velad Sus 
Alaksa, and his rule extended over the whole Alkibla, from 

* Subsequently called Texfín, Taxfin, and Taxifin. 
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Sigilmesa to the Mountains of Gold in Velad Saedan. Aly 
Ben Juzef was besides lord of almost all Spain, from the 
east to the west, as well as of the islands of the Syrian Sea, 
Ivica, Majorca, and Minorca. The Chotba was made for him 
in more than three hundred thousand Alminbares: at a word, 
he was the greatest and most powerful monarch of that time, 
as well as of his family. He was just and learned, a brave 
warrior, and an excellent defender and protector of his 
írontiers, being careful to follow the footsteps of his illus-
trious father in all things. At a later period of his life he 
had other sons in addition to those above mentioned: these 
- - A b u Afs and Omar, called the eider, with Temirn-
lbrahim, who made the pilgrimage to Mecca; Ishac, who 

- i™ * r o m motives of revenge by his nephew, the son 
oí his brother Ibrahim ; Abu Ham; Davoud ; Omar, called 

Musdeli and Othman, who was the youngest of 
al|. lhis last-named prince was born of a Christian mother, 
who was called for her beauty Eadelhusun. 

f í , r s served this sovereign were, in the earlier 
part oí his reign, Otman Ben Omar, and at the cióse thereof 
ishac Ben Otman. When the last-mentioned Vizier 
entereü the service of the King Alv Ben Juzef, he was but 
eighteen years oíd, yet his forcé of character and prudence 
were such, that even at his then tender age he was the 
aamiration of all the oíd men and sages of the court; for 

office 7aSi t h a t A1-y B e n J u z e f m a d e h i m h i s V i z i e r ' a n 

sovere ^ o c c u P i e d m u c h t o t h e satisfaction of his 
whilp p n ' ^ 0 r . w a s anY complaint made of him by the people, 

ime ms administraron was ever to the notable advantage 
w e a l a n d the promotion of justice. The 

wisaom and natural endowments of Ishac Ben Otman were 
1 Z ¡ „ t a t h e seemed to have the power oí 

- h e a r t 8 ' a n d was able to comprehend all 
w 4 Í m . t h e Past, the prcsent, or the future. 
W ith these mmisters, and guided by his own prudence 

and love of justice, Aly Ben Juzef began to arrange the 
anairs oí his government very successfully; taking counsel, 
moreover, from the learned persons who thronged his court, 
as well as from men well experienced in aífairs both of peace 
and war: to these and such alone it was that he gave the 
principal employments and offices of his kingdom. 
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Aly Ben Juzef was of an exceedingly generous disposition, 
and very compassionate to the poor. l i e was of a grave 
and imposing presence, insomuch that he was reverenced by 
all who beheld him; while he was beloved for his virtues as 
well as dreaded for his power. His eider brother, Abu Tahir 
Temim, swore allegiance to him witbout any hesitation, as 
did the other great lords of his kingdom. Aly Ben Juzef 
was the first Moslemah sovereign who accepted the service 
of Christians in his affairs : he employed them as adminis-
trators of the revenue and receivers of imposts. There were 
also many Christian cavaliers entertained at his court, yet 
that did not prevent him from making relentless war on the 
Christians, or from waging it in his own person. A\ritness of 
his zeal for Islam may be found in the Comarcas of Toledo and 
of Talavera, which were desolated and destroyed by the 
victorious arms of Aly Ben Juzef, to which intent that 
inonarch passed four times from Africa into Andalusia, as 
we shall see bereafter. 

The chronicles relate that immediately on the death of his 
father being announced to Aly, and when he had wrapped 
the body in its funeral weeds, he presented himself to his 
Xeques, leading his eider brother Abu Tahir Temim by the 
hand, and in that position made known to the Almorávides 
the death of their lord. Then his brother extended his 
right hand, and taking the right hand of Aly he uttered 
the oath of obedience with a clear voice, which done he 
exclaimed to the assembled Xeques, " Come all, and offer 
the oath of allegiance to the Ameer of the Moslemah." 
Then all the Almoravide Xeques, with those of Zanhaga, 
Masamuda, and other tribes there present, took the oath as 
required, together with the Alimes and Alfakis. Thus it 
was that the oath of allegiance was administered and taken 
in Morocco: to the other provinces the new king imme-
diately sent letters, to Almagreb no less than to Spain, and 
to Velad Alkibla, giving all notice of the death of his father 
and lord, and of his own exaltation to the throne. He com-
manded in those same letters that the Xeques should cause 
him to be proclaimed in all his cities, and have the Chotba 
made for him in the mosques. 

Then there carne messengers to the king from the city of 
Fez, giving him intelligence to the effect that his nephew, 
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Yahye, the son of Abi Bekar Ben Juzef, who was "Wali of 
the city, by appoiutment of King Juzef, his grandfather, 
had no sooner heard of that nionarch's death, and the 
proclamation of his únele Aly, than he rose in rebellion 
against the latter, considering himself to be much wronged 
by his accession, and declaring himself opposed to his procla-
mation, which he would not suffer to take place in the city 

i i e z ' — a d e c i s ion wherein he was upheld by many of the 
noble generáis of Lamtuna. 

This unexpected intelligence displeased King Aly greatly, 
and he at once departed from Morocco to march against his 
nepnew. But when the army of the king arrived in the 
neighbourhood of Pez, Yahye Ben Abi Bekar, not con-
siclenng himself sufficiently strong to oppose his únele or 
üetend the city against his troops, fled at once and made no 
resistance, whereupon Aly took possession of Medina Pez 
0Y1 ? c!e%- This event occurred on Wednesday, the 

day oí Eebie Postrera, in the year 500. 
Borne authors relate the aífair in a somewhat diíferent man-

ner ; they say that when Aly had reached Medina Magalia, 
wmen » on the confines of the district of Pez, he wrote to 
ns n e p h e w reproving him for his disobedience, but with 
metí gentleness, and inviting him to surrender himself 
" i 1 8 ? ? ; proffering the oath of obedience, as all the 

lettpra r8- - ! u s m e n had done. They add that Aly sent 
t h e ™ T í ^ i m P° r t to the Xeques of Pez, admomshing 
W p l f T? b u t hidding them be sure that he would 
sen "ers L f ? £ m i d s t o f t h e m ™thout delay. These mes-
A b f S w \ 6 r S } l a v i nS been received by Yahye Ben 
and w o t l í fe0 h l f t í ^ Í F ™ ' " ° T S Í ^ T the same but +1 Í t h e nobles prepare for the defence of 

opposed to his w T s h e í r + l T d p r Í ^ Í p a Í i n h a b i t a n t s T f 6 

t¿ resiga all thought $ t h a t / e S p e c t ' advismg him rather 
m p , „ v

5
n f 1 • o, ® Oí resistance, and refer himself to the 

d e c l a L I r 1 6 W¡ t h assurances of obedience. They 
s e e t T Í ! f f W a S t h e ° % s t e p suitable tohis condition, 
re r,!nnl w a s impossible to maintain the city, since all 

for S W e r e d , S p° f e
m

e d accept the King Aly Ben Juzef 
concur " 1 7 T 333 nobles added that without the 
concurrence of the peopi» they could but poorly maintain 
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the city, however willing they might themselves be to labour 
for his interest and die in his service. 

The authorities here in question furthermore affirm that 
Yahye Ben Abi Bekar, hearing this opinion of the Xeques, 
became distrustful of their purposes, and going secretly 
forth from Medina Eez, departed with a few followers and 
fled to Telencen, of which city Mezdeli was the Wali; that 
on his way thither, and at Guadi Mulua, Yahye was met by 
the General Mezdeli, the latter being at that moment on 
his return from presenting himself to give welcome to King 
Aly, and congratúlate him on his exaltation to the throne. 
When Yahye Ben Abi Bekar, therefore, had informed him of 
what his own intentions were, Mezdeli dissuaded him from 
any further attempts of the kind, assuring him that he 
could not possibly succeed in his enterprise; and eventually 
prevailing on the prince to follow his counsels, he returned 
to the King Aly Ben Juzef, taking Yahye in his company. 
The latter then remained to await the result in his tent on 
the banks of the Guadixedrua, while Mezdeli sought the 
presence of Aly ; Yahye enduring much anxiety meanwhile, 
and being full of fears. 

Mezdeli having entered and saluted the king, soon made 
known to him the cause of his prompt return, and added 
that he had persuaded the Wali Yahye with much facility 
to render himself to his mercy. Thereupon Aly Ben Juzef 
gave him many thanks for that good office, praising and 
rejoicing over the acceptable service he had thereby ren-
dered, and giving Mezdeli full assurance of security for his 
nephew Yahye, whom he freely pardoned. 

Yahye Ben Abi Bekar was immediately informed of that 
disposition on the part of his únele, and presenting himself 
with much submission, he took the oath of obedience, the 
Ameer repeating his assurance of forgiveness. But for the 
greater security of Prince Yahye the king assigned him the 
city of Gezira Morca as his residence. From that place 
Yahye repaired after the lapse of a certain period to Saliva, 
whence he proceeded to the Hegiaz, and made his pilgrimage 
to the house of God. This done, he returned to his únele, 
who gave him permission to remain at the court of 
Morocco, where he lived in much tranquillity for some time. 
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Fmally, however, Yahye Ben Abi Bekar was involved in 
suspicion as relating to a certain conspiracy and insurrection, 
when lie was sent to Gezira Alhadra ; and in that city he 
resided until his death. 

The first visit paid by King Aly to his Spanish dominions, 
í f h e h a d ascended the throne, was in that same vear 

°f All l n W h l 0 h h i s f a t h e r J u z e f h a d d e P a r t e d t o t h e mercy 
P ^r n H e k a d n o sooner arrived in Algezira than the 
Radies of the Aljamas carne to do him homage; with the 
W alies, the governors of cities, the learned sages, the 
cavaliers and many of the people, all of whom he received 

much kmdness, and dismissed well content. On that 
occasion Aly removed the Wali of Cordova, Abu Abdallah 
r / n . J a u g ' from his government, and appointed in his 
piace the Alcayde Abu Abdallah Muhamad Aben Zelfa. 
wtner arrangements he also made for the better adminis-
rauon oí his affairs in Andalusia, and having done that the 

kmg returned to Africa. 
s e r n J +e 5 0 1 t h e K i n g A 1y B e n Juzef passed over a 
T i e í°r the purpose of making war on the Christians, 
"Wnll F AI r e h i m h i s brother Temim, who had been 
a l U W t o t h e e n d that the latter might prepare 
He now í e n e e d f u l to the success of thecampaign. 
and TAZ § a V e 7 n n c e Temim the government of Valencia, 
Cordovn Aif S t e a d a t Almagreb the previous Wali of 
Cordova'tí b e " d g ™ f ™ 
few months only ' r e t a ined that charge for a 

When Temim • J • 
incursions on h J i ? d i n S P a i n ' l i e P r o c e e c l e d t o m a k e 

Saragossa on whi ° f A x a r k i a * a n d t h e f r o n t i e r s o f 

battle of 'üklis f f c c a s i 0 n it¡ w a s that the renowned 
Temim Ben Juzef K W Í t h t h e C h r i s t i a n s > t o o k P l a ce-

3 e > a T í a X l e C r á * 0 fr ^ 
which there was a w l ? t h e s t r o D g h o l d ° f ™1B> ™ 
the defenee t h e r e o r l h t r f « n t ™ t o f ^ 
fortress so closelv that J S A l f o n s o " í ? p r f s s e d t h a f c 

j the garnson could not maintam 

* The East. 
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their ground, insomuch that Temim ohtained possession of 
the place, and then continued his devastating incursions on 
the Christian territory. 

Intelligence of these events having been sent to King 
Alfonso, he became violently enraged at the losses thus 
inflicted on him, and commanded his forces to march on the 
frontier, there to restrain the aggressions of the Moslemah. 
Then his wife counselled him to the eíFect that since the 
leader of the Moslemah forcé was the son of the Moslemah 
king, so he, Alfonso, should send forth against him the 
Prince Don Salcho,* son of the king of the Christians, and 
her own. This advice Alfonso pursued; he sent his son, 
with the noblest of his generáis, and a very large army, 
with which the prince directcd his march towards TJklis. 

Now when Temim Ben Juzef heard of his approach, he 
was inclined to abandon the fortress, and retire before the 
Christian prince could arrive, without encountering the host 
of the Infidels. But taking counsel with Abdallah, Mu-
hamed Ben Paterna, Muhamad Ben Aixa, and other valiant 
Almoravide generáis, they dissuaded him from that purpose, 
and encouraged him to await the enemy within the fortress, 
having no fear of his power. Yet Temim persisted in his 
determination, and they then said to him, " Be not afraid; 
although we are but three thousand cavaliers, yet the 
diíference is great between us and those who come against 
us :" words by which the Prince was reassured, and resolved 
to await the foe. 

But the evening of that day had not well begun to cióse 
when the Christians were seen to arrive with many thousand 
men, and Temim once more proposed that they should 
abandon the fortress and fly before them; again, therefore, 
he held counsel with his Almorávides, but there now 
remained no possibility of flight, yet neither could they 
maintain themselves in the fortress, since they had not 
forcé enough to secure them in the possession thereof; 
they consequently resolved to sally forth and give their 
assailants battle. At the dawn of day the Moslemah 
rushed upon the Christians accordingly; they commenced 
the contest with the courage of despair, attacking the 

* Sancho. 
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enemy with such heroic valour and resolution that no more 
terrible or more obstínate encounter had ever been seen. 
-tinally the Faithful defeated those Infidel hands, and Salcho, 
the son of King Alfonso, died in the fight, with about 
twenty thousand Christians of his army. The victorious 
Moslemah then entered Uklis sword in hand,* many of 
their number having that day obtained the crown of mar-
tyrdom. 

When the news of that great battle, of the defeat of his 
people and the death of his son, reached the King Don 
Altonso, his grief was such that he fell sick with the pain 
tnereoi. and, as he was then oíd and weak, he died of that 
sorrow t Temim Ben Juzef then wrote letters to the king 
ms brother, giving him an account of that glorious victory, 
wmch was one of the most fortúnate ever obtained by the 
Moslemah arms. 

fn +? í 8 f o l i o w i n g year of 502, Muhamad Ben Alhág went 
lorth irom Yalencia by order of the Brince Temim Ben 
.juzet and entered the territory of Saragossa with the pre-
I o í S'vlng aid to the King Almostain Ben Hud; that 
uiave and virtuous monarch being then engaged in war with 
«te Christians, whose territories he had long been ravaging, 
hk r!na?{i° W l l 0 s e t o w n s h e h a d b u r n t - K i n g Alfonso 
tian P ? h m u c h occupied by his wars with other Chris-
Pbrn v e r S ' a d r e t o r t e d by devastating the banks of the 
thev hní13 g e n e r a l s h a d taken Tauste, Burgos, and Magalia 
lviri 1 ' moreover, made fearful ravages in the open count™ lvin? nrm i y ' m a d e fearful ravages in the open country 
of the Alm ?g o s s a- B u t there now came the general 
r:hr;^í.11,m0ravi, s *nt° the field, and at his appearance the 
e a t o e ' r ^ S M U Í J B » Alhag 
to the King Alv B j C e w r ° te an account of bis victory 

\ l í o Í 3 t ? í ? l ? a c ! e l a P s e d from that event before King 
™ ™ ® l l l a h became distrustful of the Almoravid! 
fore f ^ ^ T ñ J d > t h h e reasonto doubt; where-
hbn +l th?? Muhamad should seize his person andsend 
him to the towers of Agmat, as had been done in the case of 

# cc " T i C* ' 
for if Teinim ^ J f ^ v " t l l e r e would seem to he a contradiction, 

t In W v 7 d ?•6 P l a c c ' enter it sword in hand ?» 
T In twenty days, according to Abdel Halirn.-Condé. 
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that unfortunate sovereign, Aben Abed, King of Seville, he 
departed from Saragossa without naming his intention to 
Aben Alhaug, and retired to the frontier of those Comarcas, 
where he had several strong fortresses : he was accompanied 
in that removal by many of the most noble Xeques of his 
kingdom. 

A short time afterwards, Aben Alhaug, conformably to 
the orders he had received from the Prince Temim Ben 
Juzef, directed his march against the territory of Barcelona, 
his incursions on which district were made with great 
success. In his absence, the King Almostain¿Billah re-
turned to Saragossa, when the Christians immediately 
renewed their attack on his dominions ; and such was their 
boldness, that they carried the fury of their onslaughts even 
to the gates of the city. 

The General of the Almorávides, even Muhamad Ben 
Alhaug, was meanwhile on his return from the expedition 
alluded to above, and was bringing in his train much valu-
able spoil, with many captivos which he had made therein. 
At a certain point he directed those who had the charge of 
these riches to take the high roads, as being more easy for 
their travel, while he pursued his way through the passes and 
by the hill-paths of that mountainous región, a wild and 
rocky wilderness, in which there were, nevertheless, some 
few settlements of the Moslemah people. In this rude way 
of mountain and precipice, which Aben Alhaug had nevér 
previously pursued, and in the midst thereof, where the 
difficulties were at the greatest, he was attacked by an 
ambush which the Christians had placed there, and those in-
fidels now fell upon his people with a fury so violent, as well 
as unexpected, that they had not time to get into any order 
for defence; wherefore, attempting to fly in much disorder, 
the Moslemah suffered a cruel slaughter: almost all the 
cavaliers of Lamtuna perished in that struggle, or, being 
grievously wounded, were made captive. Their General Mu-
hamad Aben Alhaug himself also died, fighting like the 
brave warrior that he was ever reputed to be : the_ Alcayde 
Muhamad Aben Aixa alone succeeded in saving his life by 
flight on a very swift mare, which he had mounted in the 
early morning, and that was no slight proof of his good 
fortune. 
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"When the news of this misfortune reached Aly Ben Juzef, 
he was much grieved thereby, the death of Aben Alhaug 
more particularly causing him great sorrow. He appointed 
in his place the general Abu Bekar Ben Ibrahim Ben 
Tafelút, who was then in the Waliazgo of Murcia. That 
officer at once departed to the frontiers of Saragossa, which 
he reached by Valencia, Tartuxa, and Fraga, whence he 
passed into the territory of Barcelona, where he destroyed 
the crops and set fire to the farms, having first plundered 
tbe latter of all their flocks and products. This Abu Bekar' 
efiected in twenty days, during which time alone he had 
encamped in the district; and having done so much, be was 
returnmg to the territory of Saragossa, when Aben Radmir, 
king of the country he had thus ravaged, carne forth to meet 
V ? ríh

 A L A R G E A R M Y gathered from Bazit, Barcelona, and 
V elad Araguna: thereupon a stubborn encounter ensued, in 
which many Christians lost their lives, and nearly seven 
hundred Moslemah obtained tbe crown of martyrdom. 

T N I B D ARRIVAL OF ALT BEN J U Z E E IN SPAIN. HE 
BESIEGF.S TOLEDO. I S UNABLE TO REDUCE TIIAT CITY. VICTORIE3 
OF KINA BADMIR. CAMPAIQNS OF MEZDELI. 

THE King Aly now perceiving that his presence was re-
quircainfepain, determined to pass over to that country, 

y ^ r 503, piopcsiüg to talce part m t b e 
Sacred War m his own person He left Ceuta on tbe 15th 
o the moon of Muharram, and sailed to Spain, taking with 
him a powerful army, the cavalry of which amounted to no 
less than one hundred thousand men. Arrived in Cordova, 
heremained there for a m o n t h , but after that delay he set 
iorth ior the sacred war, which he waged in a manner that 
was terrible to behold. Entering the city of Tabut by 
storm the Kmg Aly Ben Juzef successivelf occupied 
twenty-seven fortresses of the Comarcas of Toledo; and such 
was the terror caused by his devastations in that district, 
that the people fled their homes, those who could not find 

V O L . I I . „ ' 
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shélter in the cities and forts talcing refuge in the rude 
nionntains and inaccessible wilderness, insomuch that all 
the land remained desoíate and as it were a mere desert. 

King Aly then laid siege to the city of Toledo, and sat 
before that place with his people for the space of a month, 
during which there was a battle fought at the Bab* Al-
cantara, which was gained by the Moslemah with a great 
carnage of the Christians, who did not daré to make any 
further sally, although the enemy was encamped at their 
gates. The Almunia, which is without the walls,.was also 
taken by the Almoravide troops ; but King Aly perceiving 
that he was losing his time, because Toledo is so strong 
that it was not possible for him to enter it by forcé, he 
continued his devastations of the country, having first 
occupied the towns of Magdit and Gruadilhigiara, He next 
passed on with his host to Medina Talbira, which he like-
wise besieged, and after many obstinate encounters the 
place was taken by forcé of arms, when such a carnage of 
the Christians ensued, that not one remained alive of all 
that were in it. Content with that vengeance, the King 
Aly Ben Juzef then returned triumphant, and passed over 
into Africa. 

About the same period, the brave and excellent Kmg ot 
Saragossa, Ahmed Abu Griafar Almostain Billah Aben Hud, 
also went forth against the Christians, who had laid siege to 
the fortress of Tudila, a stronghold on the shore of the Ebro, 
whither he now repaired with a chosen body of cavalry to 
bear succours to his people. Here the Christians gave him 
battle; and in that encounter, which was a furious and ob-
stinate one, the King, fighting in person, was pierceá 
through the breast with a lance, and fell dead from his 
horse. This is related by Abdallah Ben Aita, who was 
present at the battle, with'the learned Asafir of Jaén. 

On the death of their valiant king and general, the Mos-
lemah abandoned the field, which remained to the Christians, 
who took the city. This defeat and heavy loss for Islam 
took place in the year 503. The Moslemah bore the 
í'íücaains of the virtuous Ahmed of Saragossa to the capital 

* Gate oí Alcantara. 
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of Lis kingdom, where they buried him in his vestments and 
arms as he was, all the city following his bier, and long 
lamenting the loss they had sustained. The son of their 
beloved monarch was immediately proclaimed king by the 
inhabitants of Saragossa; his ñame was Abdelmelic Ben 
Ahmed Abu Meruan, and he was called Amad-Dolah. 
He was a brave warrior, but did not possess equal prudence 
with his father. He had given clear proofs of bravery in 
the battle of Huesca, and in the various encounters before 
latiste and Lérida, but had scarcely the policy needful to 
niamtain himself among the powerful and ambitious neigh-
bours by whom he was surrounded. 

Ihe general of the Almorávides, Syr Aben Bekir, had 
meanwhile been occupied with the Algarve of Spain, where 
he took the cities of Zintiras, Badajoz, Jabora, Bortecal, and 
-Lisbona, with all such towns held by the Christians as had 
not averted their fall by declaring themselves in favour ofthe 
Almorávides. I n the'year 501, and in the moon of Dilcada 
oí that year, Syr Ben Bekar wrote an account of these things, 
aescnbmg the state of the country, and this letter he sent 

Aly Ben Juzef. 
VV hile the Almorávides were thus fighting against the 

n̂ristians on the frontiers with various fortune, the noble 
jeques oi Lamtuna, who held the governments and Alcaydias 
will °m'n

 did their best to gain the esteem and good 

considVr ti P e ° P w h o m t h e J r u l e d 5 b u t t h e s e continued to 
„ T a t l i e r as tyrannous oppressors than as pro-

d P 3 r \ aI i e s a n d friends, which was the character they 
cavalrv and Yet the fear of that vast body of 
» í l a , r a r m s o f e v e r T kind, which remained 
o • e c°nntry, restrained the people from 
s z r r „ ; sr n i n s\r d

 ̂ n t a Litíwm % 
nthp-n J. n e w l o r d s - The Cadies, judges, and 
was V n ^ í T * t 0 w h o m the arrangement óf tliese affairs 
oeonleTh f w ' m e ™ h i l e mofe insufferable to the 
C n L d W ^ , ? 1 6 / 6 1 1 6 ^ soldiers who had been 

m t l l e / l e S e r t s a mong fierce lions and hungry 
íafe i í ? í?? f ° r part a frank and simple 
cove'tnn a U d .T e i t s a n d ^leness, ñor bv any means so 
u n d e X ^ r 6 f í í C a d i e s ' oppressed the people 
underthe shadowofthe müitaryoccupants, baselydeeeivmg 
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the latter, while they robbed the poor and helpless of those 
fruits of their labonr which they had hardly obtained in the 
painful sweat of their brows. The receivers of the imposts 
were for tbe most part Jews, who extorted the taxes from 
Moslemah as well as Christians, after the number of their 
heads, but were in fact no other than the instruments and 
ministers of that insatiable avarice and covetousness to 
which their superiors in office had resigned themselves as a 
prey. 

Ñow at this time the Almoravide general, Syr Ben Abi 
Bekir, who had returned from his campaigns in the Algarve, 
fell sick in the city of Seville, and his malady increased to 
so great an extent that the resources of medicine could no 
longer bve made available to his cure, since he was now very 
oíd; wherefore he departed to the mercy of Allah, and that 
event took place in the year 507. He was then buried 
within the city, and his government was given to Muhamad 
Aben Fatima, who held it during three years only, at the 
end of which time he also died. 

In the same year of 507, the general Mezdeli fell upon 
the Comarcas of Toledo with the sword of desolation, cutting 
up and burning the fields and farms of that territory even 
to the gates of the city itself. He caused the fort of 
Servand and that of Azquena to be razed to the earth, and 
delivered unceasing assaults against the city for eight days, 
using various machines and engines of war for that purpose. 
Mezdeli caused whatever Christians he found in the forts, 
or could get into his hands, to be put to death; nay, he did 
not even spare the women and children. 

When the news of these devastations, and of the distress 
to which the city of Toledo was now reduced, were taken to 
Albarhanis, King of the Christians, that leader came to the 
succour of the place with a very powerful host. This being 
told to Mezdeli, he struck his camp and marched as if to 
the encounter of Albarhanis ; but he passed before the 
Christian host during a very dark night, and escaping 
undiscovered, proceeded to Cordova, a conqueror laden with 
the richest spoils. Having arrived there he instantly dis-
patched a forcé to garrison Arahina, which he fortified 
strongly, placing therein a large body of cavalry, with cross-
bowmen and troops of other arms. 
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Shortly afterwards Mezdeli was informed that the Conde 
Garcis, Lord of Guadalgiara, had appeared before Medina 
Coeli, and he at once set forth to his encounter with a 
carefully chosen band; but when intelligence of Mezdeli's 
approach was brought to the Conde G-arcis, the Christian 
leader abandoned the siege, and striking his camp, fled before 
the Moslemah general. JSTor had the information the Conde 
had received been false, seeing that immediately on his 
traces followed Mezdeli, who took possession of all his 
baggage and machines of war. 

In the following year, 508 namely, that brave general of 
the Moslemah, who had been "Wali of Cordova, met his 
death m battle, and his glorious departure took place on 
the occasion of a eertain onslaught which he had made upon 
wie Christians, and in which he died, fighting as a brave 

Kin f^ A°1T* ' T h e a c c o u n t o f t l i a t a f F a i r w a s s e ü t t 0 t h e 
vmg Aly Ben Juzef, who grieved much for the loss of so 

M T a / ° n e r a l > and gave the Waliazo of Cordova to 
muhamad Ben Mezdeli, son of the fallen commander. 
tf,« v ; i u

1
h a m a d was a no less valiant and bold leader 

tnan lus lather had been, but unliappily he did not retain 
«icaer his government or his life more than three months. 
d n

e x a c t a measure ofvengeance for the 
f r o n L A j t h e r ' Muhamad Ben Mezdeli marched to the 
8 i m i w \ i e d i n a battle with the Christians, exhibiting 
genitor. Sa V G r-r a n d ^eeting a similar fate with the pro-

In the r S0US] l t to avenge. 
ialariHtí ,,n?<t!r ^ íng Aly sent his ships against the 
seized i°!n °f Spa i , which the Christians had 
Moslemah o f X u ! ' W e t h o s e ^fidels were robbing the 
morpnvpr ir, , I t h e y possessed, slaying the inhahitants 

lZ7ZrñeT^ZlT- »But ihe x-VtiaV 
a r m s : b «t they carried with them a 

X h Z f u not a few of the remaining 
IVnw i. \ i - . c e s of singular cruelty. 

Mezdeli i i w ^ Muhamad Abdallah Ben 
and othpff 6 d í °T a l e n c i a > with a large body of cavalry 
remained " T i ' ^ h e h a d assembled in Granada. l i e 
remained m Valencia for some time, and in the year 510 
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repaired to Saragossa, then hard pressed by the King of the 
Christians, Aben Eadmir, who had snrrounded the city with 
his army, and was devastating the Comarcas. Many sharp 
engagements and obstínate battles then took place, when 
Aben Eadmir was finally compelled to raise the siege and 
retire from the territory of Saragossa. But the King Amad 
Dolah Aben Hud felt great distrust of the Almoravide 
general, and no sooner found himself freed from the 
Christian besiegers of his city, than he retired with his 
family and treasures to the fortress of Eot Alvehud. Yet 
for lack of good counsel he passed his hours there in much j 
doubt and irresolution, since he knew not finally in whom 
to put his trust, ñor whether he ought to take refuge with ¡ 
the Christian enemy of the Faith, and avail himself of their 
aid, or place his fate in the hands of the Almorávides his j 
allies and the believers in his own Law. Then the devil j 
blinded him to the right path, darkening his eyes that he I 
might take the more evil road; wherefore the decisión that I 
he adopted was a dangerous error, and he agreed with the ! 
Christians to be their ally and friend against the power of I 
the Almorávides. 

Finding this, the people of Saragossa, disgusted at such j 
an alliance, wrote letters to the Lamtuni general, Muhamad j 
Ben Alhaug, who was "Wali of Valencia; and as we are 
informed by Alcodai, they invited him to repair to their 
city, when themselves and the whole country would declare 
for the Almoravide sovereign, even Aly Ben Juzef Aben 
Taxfin. And this was done accordingly, Muhamad Ben 
Alhaug attacking the Christians on the fourth day of 
Eamazan, in the year 512, and defeating them in a pitched 
battle. 

The King Aben Eadmir had meanwhile conceived great 
hopes from the friendship offered him by Amad Dolah, of 
Saragossa; he assembled a vast body of troops, and fell 
with all his power on the Almoravide captain, Abdallah Ben 
Mezdeli, who was defending the frontiers of Saragossa-
The forces met at no great distance from the capital, when 
a terrible encounter ensued, in which the valiant Mezdeh 
died fighting with the noblest of his generáis, the Mos-
lemah being defeated with great carnage, and the Christians 
pursuing their seattered remnants during severa! successiv® 
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dayg That done the conquerors passed on to Lérida, 
P f# V J a l s 0 t o o k ' w i t h m a n y o t h e r fortresses to the" 
uut of that territory. After the Almoravide army had 
oeen thus defeated and dispersed, the King Amad Dolah 
ADenllud returned to Saragossa, where he eonfirmed his 
Christi°anSstreaty ° f a l l i a n c e w i t h A b e n E a d m i r > K i ü S o f the 

The account which Aly Ben Juzef received of these 
misiortunes made a deep 'impression on his mind, and he 
ueterminecl to repair to Spain in the course of the next year. 
hrntl,? ^n°T> t.me m i S h t b e l o s t ' be at once dispatched his 
urotner, the Prmce Temim Aben Juzef, to the Axarquiaf of 
and W - f W ? a n d Í n g h i m t 0 assetnble a large body of troops, 
frontiers f ? f ° r C e t o s u c c o u r t h e Moslemah on the 
danoer S f . a r a § o s s a and Lérida, they being in imminent 
that Al 1 - r m i i a n d e v e n o f extirpation. YahyeJ relates 
te r r i to / f ' n i i l s o P a s s e d o v e r into Spain, entered the 
by foro J f Cla ' a n d having taken the city of Calambria 
r o f n ^ V l l a i d w a s t e the country around it, and then 
s a m T l f C ^ t a - T h i s h e «lid in the year 511 • and the 
rernm-S i " T 8 t b a t the traces of that terrible incursión 
remained long clearly visible on the face of the land. 
ioinpfl Andalusia had meanwhile assembled and 
Valencia TV °S 6 i°f T e m i m B e n J u z e f > was then at 
havino- in' i • t b a t c i t 7 the prince then marched forth, 
governor n f n ^ p a n y h i s k™sman, Abu Yahye Ben Taxfin, 
Valencia Va ' a n d Muhamad Ben Alhaug, Wali of 
ravide cává i B o b l ° Xeques of Lamtuna, the Almo-
these he fell L ? s t r o u S b o d J o f foot-soldiers. With 
fearing to be b J í territory of Lérida, and Aben Badmir, 
did not refuL t o T i m t h a t d t-Y ' fled f r 0 m t b e P l a C e ' b u t 

a sanguinary one l L í - í ' n
 T b a t encounter proved to be 

side as well as ' ti l c h the loss was very great on our 
Temim Ben' T ° fl t b e Christians, and the Prince 
diminished, c o n s i d e r é ? T T ^ b ? m U ? b 

' u l l b l Q e red it advisable to suspend the struggle, 
* Gfuf, the North. . . . ,, a ,, 

í The wrrter so called i . Ai n ^ f A x a r c l x n a ' * h e S o u t h -
tinuator of that brief M,! ^ ^ B e n Y a h J e B e n Omeira, the con-
which Ahmed B™ Val T l e w r i t t e n b y E 1 Homaidi, of Cordova, 
560.—Tr. y e b r m S 3 down to the year of the Hegira 
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when he retnrned to Valencia with but little more than ten 
thousand men. 

When the King of the Christians, Aben Eadmir, per-
ceived his arms to be thus prosperous, he departed from the 
agreement which he had made with Amad Dolah, King of 
Saragossa, whom he now required to abandon that city to 
his possession; and the Moslemah sovereign, discovering 
that he was himself about to be taken in the nets which he 
had helped to weave and set for his brethren of the Law, 
knew not whither to turn for relief. He gave no reply to 
Aben Eadmir, but turned all his thoughts and care to the 
fortifying of his city, providing it with whatever might aid 
him to support the siege which he could not but see was 
awaiting him. 

Ñor did King Eadmir lose any time on his part, but 
assembled troops from the mountains of Afranc and other 
parts, in such vast numbers that they resembled ant-heaps 
or clouds of the locust. "With these forces he then carne to 
invest Saragossa, and having taken his measures for attack, 
he caused great towers of wood to be constmcted, which he 
draggecl cióse to the walls by means of oxen: on these towers 
he raised catapults, and other machines of various kinds. 
No long time elapsed before Aben Eadmir believed himself 
on the point of realising his hopes, and gaining possession 
of the city, which he invested so closely that the greater 
part of the inhabitants finally perished of hunger, the place 
being very thickly peopled, and the provisions which the 
inhabitants had been able to collect before the siege had 
commenced, not sufficing to supply the wants of so large a 
population for more than a very short time. 

In this grievous condition, the King Amad Dolah, who 
saw no prospect of succour but from heaven alone, sent to 
treat with Aben Eadmir for the surrender of his capital, 
when the Christian offered him security for his life and 
treasures, with the same for the lives and property of the 
people, adding permission to the latter to continué their 
dwellings where they were, or to retire elsewhere, at their 
pleasure. On these terms Saragossa was surrenderea, when 
many of the noble Moslemah left that place to settle in 
Valencia and Murcia. The King of Saragossa, Amad 
Dolah, himself withdrew to the fortress of Eot Alyehud with 
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all his family, and had not done so many days before there 
carne to the relief of the city a bodv of ten thousand 
cavalry, which Aly Ben Juzef had sent over from Africa. 
-t>ut when the generáis in command discovered that Sara-
gossa was already in the power of the Christians, they made 
üalt and did not proceed further. 

. the following year, King Kadmir, inflated with the 
victones be had obtained, again assembled his forces and fell 
iipon the territories of the Moslemah, when Aly Ben Juzef 
sent his brother Prince Temim against him with a well-
'ippomted body 0f horse and foot. These troops met the 
enemy ot Ged in a place called Cutanda, when a battle was 
with m 1 l d l t h e M o s l emah were broken and defeated 

i i a cruel slaughter, twenty thousand volunteers having 
tiiere resigned their lives; but of the rest of those troops not 
trv V ? S S ' a n d t b e remainder of the routed army íled 
Alan t¡a ' I n t h i s t e r r i b l e c o m b a t f e l 1 A b u B e k i r B e u 

of 'hÍThV ™any o ther distinguished persons and generáis 
T L ' T reputation, among whom was the Alfaki, Ahmed Ben 
u n h , . A b u who had been Cadi of Xilvis: that 
unuappy conflict took place on Thursday the 19th day of 
the moon of Kebie Primera* in the year 514. 
Medirio p ? 7 0 r y t h e enemy of Allah obtained possession of 
and Z í a y u b ' w h i c h i s sitúate on the frontier of Spain, 
MoslemnT° r ? o n t m u e d to ravage the territories of the 
neglectine t - y m g himself in that Comarca without 
in certain p a r S T l w f - S U P r e m a c y w b i c l 1 h e h a d a c 4 u i r e d 

Ben J u z e ^ w í ^ ^ í 1 ^ w e r e m a d e hnown to the King Aly 
premrat inJ 1 0 7 d e l ay, when be commanded that further 
^ t ra t ion to ^ troops in Spain, with 
then to a m e C a t ' l m S e l í . t 0 t h e S a c r e d W a r ' a i l d l l 0 P i n g 

the third visií of A t o f h i s f r o n t i e r s : T US T * 
vation to the t h 2 í , U Z e f t o A n d a l u s i a s m c e h¿s e l e ; 
troons , ± l e assembled a vast number oí 

M e ^ r i L r - U í r 1 1 1 ^ 8 aSSÍSQ t h i s battle to the 24th day of 
t The North. 
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Barbary, with all which he crossecl the sea vcrv happily, and 
reached the city of Cordova in safety. Here all the Walies 
and Alcaydes of Andalusia presented themselves before him, 
when Aly took care to inform himself of the condition of 
each province and city in respect to the government 
thereof. The Cadiazgo of Cordova, which had been held by 
Aben Raxid, the king then gave to the Cadi Abul Casem 
Ben Hamid, and having made certain other arrangements 
of similar kind, he departed to the land of Algarve. 
Here Aly Ben Juzef entered the city of Medina Sanabria* 
by forcé of arms, killing or taking captive the inhabitants. 
With the same cruelty he treated many other towns of 
Algarve, laying waste the fields, carrying off the flocks and 
herds, destroying the villages, burning the farms, and majíing 
the whole land desoíate until he had subjugated the entire 
district, which he left in total ruin—a mere desert. The 
Christians fled in terror before his conquering host, finding 
no means of defending themselves, ñor any refuge from that 
fearful and devastating tempest, save in the recesses of their 
mountains and among the fortresses which they still 
retained amidst the inaccessible rocks of the wilderness. 

C H A P . X X V I . — O F THE INSTJRKECTION AGAINST THE ALMORÁVIDES IS 
CORDOVA, OF THE TROUBLES AND REBELLION I N AFRICA, AND OF THE 
ORIGIN OF ABDALLAH, OR EL ME HEDI. 

IN the following year, which was that of the Hegira 515, 
Aly Ben Juzef returned to Africa, leaving the affairs of 
Spain in the care of his brother, the Prince Temim, who had 
not an hour of repose. 

Yahye Ben Ahmed tells us that the fourth visit of King 
Aly to Spain took place in that same year of 515, and was 
occasioned by a rebellion or insurrection of the people which 
took place at Cordova ; one of the most renowned Almoravide 
generáis, called Abu Yahye Ben Tobada, being then Wali of 
that city. The circumstances which gave rise to the dis-
turbance were the aggressions insolently made by the 

* This is believed to be the city called elsewhere Calambria.—Conde. 
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Almoravide soldiers composing the garrison, orí the inhabi-
tants of the place, to whom they oífered every species of 
attront; to say nothing of the losses which they inflicted on 
them by plundering them of their property, destroying their 
garclens, and carrying to their barracks whatever they could 
lay their hands on." Not content with all this, they next 
proceeded to enter the houses of the citizens and take their 
wives and daughters by forcé ; complaints to the authorities 
aid not suffice to restrain this insolence, and many men took 
engeance íor those intolerable injuries with'their own 

nanas, but all was insufficient to keep that arrogant horde of 
attacknS " r ^ w l i e r e f o r e the people at length flew to arms, 
' |;!ie Almorávides by common consent, and killing 
thp™ i number. t h e Africans then entrenched 
thev m l s o l a t e d dwellings and towers, but there also 
TiprinlW6re S ™ l l r i d e d , and when other means failed, the 
entered wifh f t H e

 n which having forced, they erea with fury, s l a y i n g a n w h o m they found. 
Ben T ^ T 8 °í t h l s r e b e l l ion were promptly carried to Aly 

' w h o w a s then at Morocco, and believing his 
such w ? q m / e d t o r e m e d y the evils that might result from 
Snain J i . m ° r e especially if the other cities of 
ration f t h e e x a m P l e ot Cordova, he made prepa-
down th°A í r o c ® e d l n g thither in person, determined to pufc 
that i n w T Prevailing there by the strong hand. To 
Zeneta 7* i S u m m o n e d his people from the Cabilas of 
Barbar'v tSh a , , a n d M a s a m u d a > adding others from the 
having t C r L í í ^ S ^ e mountains of Daren,* and 
iníantry tL l f M a l a r S e f o r c e ' b o t j l o f c a v a l r y a n d 

without delay toCoídova'1 ^ ^ t 0 A n d a l u s i a ' P r o c e e d i n S 

the o a r n l ^ " ! ! ^ \ f o r e t h e city, he there met the relies of 
flighfbStX h? W d Í ' ^ u Yahye Ben Tobada, in ful). 
in'laying their h C t ó ^ W Í t h B U C C e e d e d 

The inhabitants of CnS* í u r-v ° í ' t h e P?P u l a r ^engeance. 
arrival of the king, c]osed1íI a ' ^ f 7 r S T Í l 
streets which ledtó the í n i í .g i í 
in thpír. f • Walls> taking every other measure 

power íor mcreasmg their strength and preparing 

* The Alias or Bright niormtains, that is to say .-CondS 
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to support a long and vigorous siege. At the same time 
they took counsel among themselves, considering what was 
advisable to he done in those circumstances, and how they 
were to act in relation to their king, whose own servants 
and soldiers had given them just cause to take up arms. 
The Alimes and Alfakis of Cordova then said that it would 
first of all be proper to make known to King Aly Ben Juzef 
the fact that this rebellion had not been voluntary on the 
part of the inhabitants, but had been imposed upon them in 
the use of the natural right which they had to defend, not 
their property only, but their iives, their women, and their 
households. King Aly must be informed, they added, that 
the cause of the insurrection had been the unbridled inso-
lence of the Almorávides, to whom the whole blame of what 
had occurred was justly due. If, then, the king, being thus 
informed, should resolve to protect those haughty and arro-
gant provokers of all the evil, the people of Cordova would 
in that case have a just cause for resistance against him in 
defence of their persons, their lives, the honour of their 
families, and their lawful possessions ; nay, that they should, 
and must, and ought to maintain the defence until it should 
please God to send a remedy for their misfortunes. 

In pursuance of the opinious and advice thus expressed, 
the people of Cordova refused to give the king admission to 
the city, which he therefore attacked with fury, and continued 
the assault thereof for many days. Einally, the inhabitants 
becoming weary of the struggle and of the fatigues and 
privations they were enduring, agreed to send an embassy 
to King Aly, entreating him to consider that the city was 
his own, and to treat it accordingly ; they begged him also 
to remember the charge made to him by his father, King 
Jusef, at the hour of his death, in relation to that city of 
Cordova, and added that he ought to excuse what had been 
done in respect of his exclusión, since if he examined 
the causes given, he would find them to be a complete 
exculpation of the citizens. 

The persons then despatched as messengers to the king 
were among the noblest of the city, and Aly Ben Juzef 
received them well; it was agreed that a certain amount 
of money in gold doubloons should be paid by the citizens 
as indemnity to such of the Almorávides as had lost their 
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property and had had their houses sacked in the rebellion; 
these conditions being made to the satisfaction of all parties, 
the king entered Cordova and things returned to their 
previous condition. The troubles of the moment being thus 
quieted, Aly Ben Juzef did not long delay his departure 
from Cordova, being recalled to Africa by advices which 
xnformed him that the kingdom of Sus Alaksa had been 
roused to rebellion by El Mehedi. 

The preparations íor warfare and rising of the people in 
í i1!?1' w h i c h h a d caused the king's return to that country, 
had been provoked, as hath been said, by El Mehedi, whose 
appearance had placed all the land in a state of insurrection, 
and subsequently kept all Africa in arms for a period of 
several years. Nay, the enmity of this man, called El 
Mehedi, was ultimately the cause which brought ruin to the 
poweriui empire of the Almorávides, who were at that time 
loras ot the principal part of Spain and Africa, seeing that 
tnere were but few towns in both these regions which did 
not pay them obedience and tremble at their might. The 
origm oí these events was on this wise :— 

in the land of Sus there dwelt a man of the Cabila of 
masamuda, who was called Muhamad Ben Abdallah, the 
S u T Í b u t w h o afterwards received the ñame of El 
h t l v a l i ! Abdallah travelled to the East, where he 
eanpLii í f S O n s S i v e n ^y the sages of the land, and more 
X S t h ° s e of the renowned Aben Ahmed Algazali, 
returned T ? / e m a i n e d three years. After that time he 
enrtm\pníwm -lírica, re-entering his native country in the 
510. No ln t h e 

moon of Bebie Brimera in the year 
BenTamur tbeW e

f i ! ] a p S e ( Í a í W t h e r e t u r n °f Abdallah 
in respect to t h ^ ^ t ^ l a r u m o ^ among the people 

the minds of the peopL^ ^ V ^ ^ í ^ f 
El Mehedi* to attract t h e ^ h u f e t l i e f \ o i 

r arel y discover t h e ^ ^ J ^ ^ 0 1 " ' T \ 
1ST™- ñf AU i , e r o u s purposes of such impostors. 

it chanced that this ¿an, arriving in a^ certain 

* El Mehedi, the Guide, Leader, or Teacher. 
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village on the confines of Telencen, called Tejema, there 
met a youth of beautiful countenance and good disposition, 
called Abdelmumen Ben Aly, who was then on his way to 
the East ín the company of his únele, who was conducting 
him thither for the purposes of study. Then El Mehedi 
began to talk with the youth, proposing, after some conver-
sation, himself to instruct him in that knowleclge which he 
was going to seek in the East, and the únele of Abdelmumen 
agreed to this proposal. El Mehedi was then dwelling in 
the suburb of Melala, and there he taught the youth wrhat-
ever he considered likely to promote his own purposes, more 
especially certain prophecies written in a book which he 
showed to the young Abdelmumen, and wberein there stood 
written, words to the following effect:—" Tbe empire of life 
and of the Law shall not arise through any other than Abdel-
mumen, the Light of the Almorávides." 

"When El Mehedi had ínstructed the youth to such 
extent as he thought needful, and had suíficiently prepared 
him for his purposes, he appointed him to be his Yizier, 
and travelled with him to the land of Beni Xiris, where he 
was joined by another youth, called Abu Muhamad Bekir, 
when they all proceeded to Eez, and thence to the city of 
Morocco. 

In the last-named place it happened on a cerbain Juma,f 
when the people of the city were all assembled in the great 
mosque to make their Azala, that this Muhamad Ben 
Tamart pressed forward beyond the first rank of the wor-
shippers, and into that place which is usually taken by the 
Imaum alone. All present were amazed at this boldness, 
and a minister of the mosque, approaching the man, bade 
him know that none could take that place, save the King of 
the Moslemah alone. Then did this Aben Abdallah turn 
gravely to the minister thus warning him, and with a severe 
countenance, but in calm tones, replied to him with these 
words from the Koran, inne el mesagide lillahi, which sig-
3iify "assuredly the temples belong to God alone;" which 
said, he turned towards the assembled worshippers and con-
tinued his recitation until he had repeated the whole of the 

t Jurna: Friday, which,' as the reader will remember, is the 
Mahomedan Sabbath. 
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chapter, to the great amazement of the people, who all 
regarded him with admiration. 

Soon after this occurrence, the king arrived to make his 
prayer, and the people all rose as usual to make him the 
customary salutation. Muhamad Ben Abdallah alone re-
tained the place he had assumed, without the least movement, 
not even liftinghis eyes to look at the king, normaking the 
smallest change in his attitude, all which was astonishing 
to the populace, whose admiration was greatly increased 
thereby. 

But when the Azala was ended, Abdallah was the first 
to rise and salute the king, and a t the cióse of his Azalam he 
said: « Beware that thou seek a remedy for the evils and 
injustice committed in thy kingdom, for God will demand 
iroin thee a n account of all the nations committed to thy 
? a r A'I i ? U l g repüed no word; but the phrase uttered 

ií 7, a l l a ] l l i a d produced on the light minds of the populace 
all the effect he had hoped from it. The king supposed him 
LO be some holy man who must have taken upon him the 
f °TSn°í -an a u s t e . r e a n d zealous Marabout, and therefore sent 
to te 11 him that if he had any desire or want he might ñame 
it when his wish should be fulfilled. Abdallah replied in 
í . s a i ? e measured and presumptuous manner, saying that 
tas desires were not of this world, unless so far as they con-
cernid the correction of unholiness and an ameliorat'ion of 
the state of the people. 

. J l ^ r r c a u B e d the Kiiig Aly Ben Juzef to conceive 
f W fl disquietude, and the more as he was then told 
™a ™e m a u Abdallah preached publicly on the open places, 
T w n ? a J k e t s ' a s w e l l a s in the mosques; reproving 
wlJSyTe HÍD SSt 8

 ^ A S U R E 8 ' - A ^ ° F R D U C T 

a f t e rh imavas t cZLrr i V G 7 c o n s P l c u o u S ' 
•k • i. / " " ' ' ^ w a oí people wherever he appeared, and 
being heard with g r e a t a d m i s i ó n by all. P P 

• t h c n commanded his A m e s to question and 
examine the man, that they might knowwhat opinion should 
be formed respectmg h i m ^ h e t h e r he were in truth a 
wise man, and wliether his views and intentions were repre-
hensible, or good and worthy 0f attention. 

Among the Alimes so instructed was one of the chief and 
principal, called Abu Abdallah Melik Ben Wahib, a native 
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of Andalusia, and he with the other Alimes conversed 
several times with El Mehedi, in fulfilment of the king's 
command ; their diseourses turning on letters, the sciences, 
and other subjects, whereby those prudent men were 
enabled to penetrate the mind, eharacter, and intentions of 
the pretender to holiness, when, becoming ultimately con-
firmed in the suspicions which they had entertained of him 
very early in their intercourse, they returned to the king, 
informing him of the judgment at which they had arrrived 
respecting this Mehedi, and describing the mode of proceed-
ing which they thought it advisable to pursue with him. 
" O King," said the Alimes, " there can be no doubt of this 
man's purposes ; he is labouring to excite the people to 
insurrection, seducing them with the hope of change, and 
creating a grave scandal which should at once be brought to 
an end. Let him be imprisoned therefore, and so cut him 
off from all communication with the ignorant vulgar among 
whom he seeks his followers." 

Melik Ben "Wahib, one of the wisest among them, added 
the following words:—" My lord O King, whose power may 
G-od perpetúate, do thou command that a prison of iron be 
prepared for this man, lest he cause thee to spoil a house 
of gold." Others of the number said, " Place this man in 
chains of iron to-day, my lord, if thou wilt not have him 
make thee hear the Atambores of rebellion on the open field 
to-morrowr." 

JSTOW to the assembly of Alimes thus held before the 
king there came also his Yizier, Othman Ben Omar, who 
was persuaded that the fears expressed by the sages were ex-
aggerated—since a man of low condition and little worth, 
standing solely and alone, as did this Abdallah Ben Tahart, 
could scarcely give grounds for anxiety to so potent a 
sovereign as was Aly Ben Juzef,—wherefore, speaking iü 
his turn, he said, " Yain and unreasonable are the fears 
here manifested by these Alimes, O King; neither is it 
worthy of thy sublime greatness to east the eyes of attentiofl 
on a man so contemptible as is this Abdallah, or to regará 
bis opinions and extravagances." 

"With the council thus held, and with that advice of his 
Yizier, King Aly then calmed his anxiety, and paid no more 
attention from that time to El Mehedi. The latter, therefore 
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continued to preach in public,and being left at liberty freely to 
pon mígate bis opinions, he subsequently retired to Medina 

" ' w 7 / e h e remained in a mosque of that city for the 
pace ol íour years,—until the year 514 that is to say, when 

of PJ1 t o M o r o c c o ; but even there the presence 
hL Sf g a u d c o u r t d i d n o t s u f f i ce to restrain the zeal of 
Dublt T r S e S

 1
t h e Pe°P l e- Entering the Aljamas and 

public places of all kinds, with his vizier Abdelmumen, by 
and libe rtWaS >YS acc°mpanied, he reproved the vices 
reDrehpmi;1,1,1^ í l l e a s e w i t h h i s accustomed freedom, 
which S 6 a b u s e a o f wine and other pleasures in 
ing to p i e c e a T - í W 6 r e í h e n e a g e r t o i n d u l g e > a u d b r e a k ' 
music whiol zealous warmth the instruments of 
dances no h a c ™ m P a m e d the singers of licentious songs, or 
squares ¡mA , c e n t l o u s > then daily heard and seen in the 
permission f . f 8 > A U t h e s e t h i n g s Abdallah did without 
who e n d u r e d t W m i ™ t e r s o f t h e Aljamas or o f t h e King, 
either mnob A' • ® c a n d a l °nly because its importance was 
because the d k m i ? l d i n t h e r e l a t i ° n s made to him, or 
c ^ e d f r o m h i r k n o w l e d g e . f 0 r ^ m ° S t ^ C°n" 

tMs man ?° n f í l s i o n a n d inquietude occasioned by 
him to be 8 U m m ^ y / e P i ° r t e d t 0 King Aly, who caused 
" What is thk ? t o h l s Presence, and said to him, 
things resnectin ; a n d l l 0 w i s { t t h a t 1 b e a r t h e s e 

much calmneJ n 5 6 ' T o w b i c b Abdallah replied with 
of me, unless it h i f a V l t y ' " W h a t c a n a n y man tell thee 
other world, and í 1 b r e a t b e only to aspire after the 
business here tlum* n o t b i n g in this, having no other 
world." a n m 7 own, which is in truth not of this 

the Abmes Smiiíd a Z e d a t l l i s r eply, and commanded that 
presence, which was &d ̂  d l S c o u r s e w i t b Abdallah in his 
one; but it did not t a n d discussion was a long 
any more than to that™? t o t h e satisfaction of the King 
pression of their fears » í , Sages> w h o r epeated the ex-
b e permitted to preach t f f t h a t h e s h o u l d n o l onger 
his new doctrines • t W ° i j P e o P l e or disturb them with 
advisable to make 'him ñ * ? t h a t it; w o u l d a t t h e i e a s t b e 

much to excite the l i e h t P A T t h f e c aP i t a l> w b e r e b e d i d 

VOL. N . S NDS OF the ignorant and vulgar, 
A A 
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and might cause infinite mischief, unless instantly taken in 
hand. 

The opinions of the Alimes then prevailed, and El Mehedi 
being commanded to leave the city, did in effect depart with 
his Yizier and friend, Abdelmumen ; but atno great distance 
from the capital, they constructed for themselves a hut 
among certain tombs that were there, and in this imperfect 
shelter they made their dwelling. Thither there soon flocked 
vast numbers of the people to see and hear the discourses 
of Muhamad Ben Abdallah Ben Tahart, called El Mehedi, 
the fame of whose sanctity soon became so widely extended 
that the concourse of these visitors was perpetually main-
tained, until at length the man was constantly surrounded 
by a crowd of rarely less than five hundred persons, all ready 
to attend him whithersoever it might please him to go, and 
asking nothing better than to fulfil his commands, in what-
ever he might see good to order. Here Abdallah began to 
dwell much on the irreligión and vices of the Almorávides, 
their masters, speaking of those chargeable on the princes 
and those of the common people with equal freedom, and it 
is true that he found sufficient materials for his discourse. 
At this time Abdallah began to affirm of himself that he was 
El Mehedi promised to the nations by God, as at that period 
to be sent on the earth for the correction of abuses and to 
reform the corrupt habitudes of men, the office of that 
messenger being to give them wholesome instruction and 
to lead them into the paths of truth and justice. 

The credit of Abdallah and the number of his followers 
became at length so great, that King Aly Ben Juzef feared 
lest some insurrection should be excited by the proceedings 
of that fanatic; he therefore sent a warning messenger, 
bidding the self-elected teacher to remember tbe fear of 
God, and cease from disquieting the people. King Juzef 
added the further command that Muhamad Ben Abdallah 
should remain no longer in the city. To this El Mehedi 
replied, " I have already obeyed thy orders, and live among 
the dead in a miserable hut, wherein I think only of the life 
to come, and of the contempt that is due to all heretics." 
Then the King gave directions for his seizure, and ordered 
that his head should be cut oíf; but this command was not 
kept so closely secret as it should have been, and Abdallah 
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El Mehedi, being informed thereof, withdrew to Agmat, 
whither he was followed by the most zealous of his disciples. 
He soon afterwards repaired to Tinmaul, in the district of 
Sus, entering that country in the moon of Xewal of the 
year 514. 

Having established himself securely in the hill-town of 
linmaul, El Mehedi preached his new doctrines with much 
treedom, and the ceremonies he inculcated were performed 
by many of the barbarous race, among whose dwellinga 
he had fixed his abode, with much devotion and exacti-
tude; wherefore, after a time, believing the moment to be 
come for exhorting his followers to arms and deeds of 
vioience against those whom he called tyrants and heretics, 
lie teacher addressed his hearers on a certain. day in the 

loilowing terms:— 
« T) . . 

praises to God, who performs His will, of which no 
power can resist the accomplishment, ñor is there any who 
C a« ^ ¡ t h s t a n d His eternal decrees. 

The grace of God be with our Lord Muhamad, His 
Messenger, who hath announced the coming of El Mehedi 
Imaum, by whose cares the earth shall be filled with justice 
and equity, in place of the wrongs and evils wherewith it is 
now covered; who shall root up the tyranny which now 
oppresses the world, and causes it to groan beneath the 
wicked feet of the evil-doer. Him hath the Lord Allah 
boodrmird s e n d ' w h e n t r u t h s l i a11 b e . ° b s c u r e d b y f a l s e -
and ' justice hath been exiled and replaced by iniquity, 
rectiT d t b e . t y r a n t s* t s f a s t o n t b e throne of goodness and 
his t ' U v, bb*th-place shall be the remote Sus Alaksa ; 
rriPnf ̂  111 b e 5 his ñame the ñame; his employ-and tbi - t 0 l6ad hi3 PeoPle as do th a n able Suide5— 
occupied"18 P u r P o s e w ^ b which I am myself now 

"When the speaker had uttered these words, there rose 
up ten m en of his followers, one of whom was his Vizier 

a iriend, Abdelrnumen: these men made answer and said 
w nim O thou our Lord, the words which thou hast 
now spoken, and thy description of the promised Mehedi, 
Deiong tp thyself alone: thou art our Mehedi, our Imaum, 
I n o J ? I f o b e y thee with the perfection of obedi-
üce. ihey then took the oath of allegiance, all standing 
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under a Carob-tree; they promised to remain ever fixed to 
bis side, to be as his hands to defend and assist him, making 
war upon whomsoever should oppose his commands, and 
holding themselves ever ready to shed their blood in his 
service. 

In imitation of these ten men, the natives of Barbary, 
who were standing around, also rose and took an oath to 
follow, defend, and protect their teacher against all men, 
making war at his command on whatever people he should 
be pleased to send them against, and dying, if need were, 
to serve him, since he was their Mehedi and their Imaum, 
ñor permitting themselves to be intimidated by perils, 
death, or afflictions of any kind, which should assail them 
while labouring in his cause. 

The ten men by whom the oath of allegiance was first 
taken, were as follows :* Abdelmumen Ben Aly, Omar Ben 
Aly, Aznaug Abu Muhamad Albaxir, Abu Chiafax, Aben 
Tahye Ben Yanti, Solimán Ben Chaluf, Ibrahim Ben Ismail 
Alhezregi, Abu Muhamad Abdel Wahid Aladri, Abu Amran 
Muza Ben Temar, and Abu Yahye Ben Jalüt. 

After these ten men there presented themselves fifty 
more who belonged to the principal families of the district, 
and these were subsequently followed by seventy others, 
also men in authority among the people, who took the same 
oath and performed the same ceremonies with those that 
had taken place on the day of the general allegiance. Of 
these two last parties, Mohamad Ben Abdallah Ben Tahart 
formed two councils, which he called those of the fifty and 
the seventy; but for the greater authority of himself as 
their Mehedi, he decided all the grave and more important 
affairs alone, or assisted only by the ten men who were his 
chief ministers ; matters of less moment were treated by 
the council of fifty, while those of a simple and ordinary 
character were decided in the council of seventy: but 
his own power remained absolute and unlimited in all 
things. 

Now the men who had thus taken the oath of allegiance 
to this Abdallah Ben Tahart, in Tinmaul, remained there 

* All the historians vary to a eertain extent in the ñames of these 
ten men.— Condé. 



A . D . 1121.] P R O G B E S S O F E L M E H E D I . 357 

with. him until the moon of the Eamazan in the year 51.5 ; 
and the solemn celebration of the oath, in the presence of 
the whole people, took place on a Juma, which was the 15th 
day of the said Eamazan, and at the hour of the prayer of 
Adohar,* on that day. The next day, which was Saturaay, 
Abdallah proceeded to the mosque, and ascended the 
Almimbar,t whence he preached to the assembled people, 
conürming his claim to the office of their Mehedi, and 
addressing them in the words that follow :— 

" Men of Tinmaul, I am your Mehedi or Guide, who am 
come to teach you the knowledge of God the Creator and 
Eordof all things, the righteous Judge of all his creatures." 

He then exhorted them to follow his banners against 
the heretics ; and as he finished these exhortations, he was 
suddenly surrounded by his ten ministers, who held their 
naked swords in their hands. 
. El Mehedi then passed through the hill-countries, preach-
l n g in all parts, and attracting the rude dwellers in those 
mountains to his banners, insomuch that no long time had 
elapsed before he found himself at the head of an innu-
merable multitude, which was besides daily increasing by 
new proselytes that carne flocking from all the surrounding 
districts. All admired and applauded the teachings of El 
Mehedi, loading his ñame with their benedictions ; his 
uisciples also instructed the people, to whom they discoursed 

the unity of God ; and this doctrine being a simple one, 
easy of comprehension, that people of Barbary, who were a 
rude and ignorant race, gave their attention to the same 

great pleasure, their new teachers adding nothing in 
respect to other attributes of the Deity, and making no 
mention of the Koran. 

' ,m s ^ happened that all comprehended the new teachers 
anü heard them with gladness, attaching themselves to the 
doctrines thus announced with an indescribable warmth of 
attection. Inthis manner more than t w e n t y thousand men 
M l v i ° f R a m u d a became the followers of El 
Mehedi, who chose ten thousand of the most valiant among 

* Adohar: the prayer of mid-day. 
t Almimbar ¡ the pulpit or reading-desk of the mosque. 
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them to serve him in arms, and raising a white banner he 
gave the command of the host to Muhamad Albaxir, who 
directed his march with that forcé against Medina Agmat. 

C H A P . X X V I I . — W A B OF THE ALMOHADES AND THE ALMOEAVIDES. 

W H E N the Ameer, Aly Ben Juzef, who was then in Spain, 
heard of these things, he passed over into Africa and sent 
a body of the Almorávides against the bands of El Mehedi, 
giving the charge of the expedition to the Wali of Suz, 
Abu Bekir of Lamtuna, when that general lost no time in 
aefcting forth to seek the rebels, and their insurgent leader, 
he having boasted that he would quickly make an end of El 
Mehedi's imposture, and the scandal which he was causing 
i u the country. 

But when the Wali Abu Bekir discovered how vast a 
borde had gathered around the man, and that he now had 
followers from the Cabilas of Herga, Tinmaul, Hinteta, 
G-idmiiua, and Hescura, all Barbary tribes and families of 
different regions, he did not think it advisable to risk an 
attack, more especially after he had ascertained the order 
and arrangements for war already established in the rebel 
forcé. He therefore retired and reported to King Aly 
what was passing, telling him that El Mehedi wras not 
followed by mean, loose, broken men alone, but was sur-
rounded by well-appointed bands ready for combat, every 
ten men serving under an Almocaden or chief, who directed 
them with much ability. Abu Bekir furthermore added 
that the cavalry of the rebels was led by many valiant 
captains, as were also the cross-bowmen and foot-soldiers 
generally, all of whom were firmly resolved to die in the 
defence of their Imaum. 

Then King Aly commanded that more troops should be 
assembled, and these being united to the forcé previously 
commanded by Abu Bekir, he gave charge of the whole to 
his brother, Abu Ishac Ibrahim, wrhen all proceeded in 
search of the rebels. 
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The two armies soon met in open field; but when both 
were in order of battle, standing one opposite the other, 
and on the point of commencing the fight, a sudden panic 
seized the troops of the King,—from what cause arising is 
not known, ñor has the appearance which the vanguard per-
ceived to cause that terror ever been discovered: but so 
much is known, that the Agemies and other cavaliers who 
were in the advance turned their horses' heads and fled with 
all speed from the field; then the rest of the army, thrown 
into disorder by an event so unexpected, also took to flight 
in the utmost confusion, insomuch that the rebels beheld 
the field disembarrassed in a moment, and saw the forces 
°f King Aly Ben Juzef defeated without striking a blow. 

Then the people of El Mehedi, pursuing the fugitives in 
great haste, dyed their lances effectually in the shoulders of 
their terrified enemy, and slew great numbers. They made 
themselves masters of the fiying opponent's camp, and of all 
the nches it contained, with a large quantity of arms and 
the horses laden with the tents and stores of the Almoravide 
troops. 

Bespecting this matter, Abu Juir relates that the King 
was not so much troubled by the def'eat and rout of his army 
as by the knowledge that the Cabila of Hinteta and other 
Tibes 0f very brave people had taken up arms against him. 

-But that circumstance, and the defection of those Cabilas, 
i " T a u d a n ? e r e d him excessively; wherefore, command-
thes t a larger forcé should' be assembled, he placed 

Jf6, y00Ps under the command of a cavalier cf Lamtuna, 
canea byr BenMusladi. That host accordingly went forth 
but ! | 1 C O Uf t e r e d the rebels in a fierce and sanguinary battle; 
slaughter D a 0 r a V Í d e S W 6 r e a g a i n defeated with a terrible 

Inflated hy these victories, El Mehedi enquired of his 
^onowers, O Almohades,"*—for so were they named— 

piied £< TI m e n of L a m t u u a sayof y°u and they re-
P , .Lhey cali us, by way of infamy and reproach, 
ADarixes—apostates and renegádes." Then said Mehedi, 

i e might with better reason cali them Muxesimines and 
^erragines ; since they have indeed departed from the 

and gone out of the right path." * Almohades: followers of El Mehedi. 
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On this occasion, El Mehedi also wrote a letter, full of 
pride and arrogance, to the Almorávides, and the purport of 
that document was as follows :— 

" To the race deceived by the devil, and with whom God 
the Merciful is in anger; to the adverse assembly and com-
pany; to the proud people of Lamtuna. 

" So much being said, know ye, of a truth, that we en-
join you to do no other than as we command our own 
people and impose on our own person; namely, that which 
is meet for the service of God, and in His fear and per-
petual obedience, and to the end that ye believe how the 
world was created, to be afterwards brought to an end in 
utter annihilation. Also that Paradise is reserved for those 
who serve and fear God; while Gehenam with its tormenta 
of eternity hath been equally prepared for the misbelievera 
who offend the divine majesty of God. 

" Eor it is a eertain truth, and according to the Law of 
our Lord and Prophet Muhamad, that we do with right 
hold empire over you ; wherefore, if ye acknowledge this 
right and fulfil your obligation towards us, ye shall have 
peace: but if not, then know of a certainty that we, being 
aided by the invincible power of God, will make war upon 
you, to the slaying of yourselves, the destruction of your 
possessions, and the erasure of all memory of your ñame from 
the world : your villages I will bnrn, and I will lay waste 
your cities; ñor shall there remain a trace of your dwellings 
or yourselves. 

" Know, furthermore, that this letter shall serve as the 
justiñeation of whatever miseries ye may hereafter be 
afflicted withal, seeing that ye have thereby timely warning 
of what it behoves you to do, and it is well averred that he 
who first gives warning disculpates himself from the 
blame of such sufíering as may follow the neglect of that 
warning. 

" And now we salute you, in so far as the law permits that 
we salute you, but it doth not permit or allow us to give 
you the salutation of friendship." 

El Hedaiki informs us that the victories of that Muhamad 
Ben Abdallah, called El Mehedi, caused much anxiety to 
King Aly Ben Juzef, who became sorrowful and dejected, 
because he could in no way etill the desire for vengeance 
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with which his heart was tormented. His imagination was 
constantly occupied with plans for defeating and destroying 
his enemy; no long time elapsed, therefore, before he had 
again assembled an army wherewith to proceed against him. 
H e wrote letters at the same time, exhorting all such of the 
tribes as were not in a state of rebellion to take arms 
against the insurgents who were thus disturbing the peace 
of the land. 

On the 3rd of the moon Xaban, in the year 516, a new 
host was sent forth by the King, with command to en-
counter the rebel Almohades, power against power, and the 
two armies again met in an obstinate battle ; but the enemy, 
who had a large and well-appointed body of horse, again dé-
íeated and routed the Almoravide forcé: then the royal 
tioops became possessed with such terror of the lately 

espised foe as to remain astonished, no longer daring to 
await the encounter of the rebels, insomuch that the 
tnumph of El Mehedi knew no bounds. A conviction had 
l n , e c t begun to gain ground among the Almoravide 
so diery that the contest in which they were then engaged 

ouM end unhappily for themselves,"and bring about the 

E l 7 ° n ° f t h e i r °PPonents. 
us t f i t i r r ' ' w b o w a s a ^ that m o m e n t in Morocco, informs 
Aln U J s a w a brilliant forcé march against the rebel 
armv 6S ' W b o w e r e t b e n t b e m o u n t a i n s , and that this 
the i r ^ a s C O m manded by Abu Tahir Temim, brother to 

He tells us further, that the large host he 
beinp- ^ S

f l
a s c e n d e d the heights to seek the enemy, when, 

were ent f ° 0 t ° f t h o s e h Ü l s whereinthe people of Mehedi 
consumí ^ ed>. Prince Temim arranged his bands with 
mountainV § i v i n g orders for the ascent of the 
attained th S- ? a t b s ; b u t t h a t t b e t i m e t h e y h a d 

overtaken b ^i°St asperities of the región, they were 
proceedi th a n d knowing whither they were 
numbers lost t h f e ^ ^ Í ! 1 1 i n t o d i s 0 r d e r ' w h e n l a r g G 
infnnf-M-rr n J \ I 0otmg and fell over the precipices, where 

army bein t í ^ r j a H k e m e t t h e i r d e a t h - H e a d d § t h a t t h e 

their on tUf c o n c l u e r ed without fighting, or even seeing 
M o r o i i í • f e w of the number sent forth returned to 
Ouiea n A Í Í 1 S ™ l s f o r t u ne befel the troops at a place called 

t, • ana the Almohades, descending from their fastnesses 
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of rock, pursued the remains of the forcé which had con-
tinued to keep together under the guidance of Prince Temim, 
until they arrived at the Sierra of Yirikua,* where the rebels 
were met by the Almoravide general, Yetti of Lamtuna, who 
had come forth from Medina Agmat to the succour of his 
bretbren, in defence of whom he now fought valianlly: but 
his people were finally defeated and routed, the general 
himself dying in the battle, with many of the nobles of 
Agmat who had joined his banners. 

After this victory El Mehedi left the mountains, and re-
turned to Tinmaul, where he determined to fix his residen ce ; 
the strength of the fortress, with the character of its site, 
being calculatedto resist whatever forcé might be sent against 
him. When he had thus chosen his abode, he distributed 
the lands and houses among his companions, his next care 
being to surround tbe city with strong walls, which he 
furnished with numerous and loftv towers. On a height 
which rises above and commands the place, he then built a 
citadel, having walls of extraordinary strength ; and from 
that high summit he not only dominated the city, with the 
bilí on which it stands, but also the plains lying on the 
farther side of the same, insomuch that Tinmaul is con-
sidered to be surpassed in strength by no city yet known. 
No man can enter the place, whether on foot or horse-
back, save only by two gates—the one to the East and the 
other to the West, that last being in the direction towards 
Morocco. The entrance by either way is througb a narrow 
path, which finally becomes so difficult that it does not 
permit the passage even of horses ; and all who would enter 
the city must alight, nay, must proceed with great care, lesfc 
he fall into the abyss beneath. This narrow way hath been 
formed by the hand and cut in the hard rock, having the 
precipitous descent of the precipice or abyss before men-
tioned on one side, and high overhanging roeks, with deep 
clefts therein, on the other. Erom time to time the traveller 
finds this narrow way interrupted by the beds of torrents 
which descend from the summit, and these are strewn with 
large masses of rock. Bridges of wood are thrown over 
these clefts and torrents, but they are so disposed as to be 

* Which is sitúate to the south of Agmat.—Conde. 
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easily removed if need be, when that fearful path becomes 
wholly impassable; ñor can he who hath then advanced 
upon it either go forward or turn back. The length of 
each of these narrow paths is a day's journey; and the 
city itself is sitúate in the rudest part of the mountains of 
Duren, or Doren, which are sierras that extend from the 
Western Sea of Africa to the Mountains of Telencen, 
where they are joined by other chains, and these, divided 
into numerous branches, stretch to Cabis and Hamano 
which is beyond Trabolos, the journey through them requir-
wg two months for its completion. 

Having thus strongly fortified the City of Tinmaul, 
Mohamad Ben Abdallah, called El Mehedi, sent his forces 
to make incursions on the country. These troops, descend-
ing from their mountains like the impetuous torrents of 
l inter , poured their rude bordes over the towns and terri-
tories of King Aly, carrying devastation and death to all 

. y found, and keeping the people in continual disquietude 
with their robberies and violence. The unhappy dwellers in 
the district then complained of their perils and losses to the 

ing'. whom they implored to free them from their cruel 
enemies. Aly Ben Juzef had already expended large suins 
m , ."e assembling of armies wherewith to restrain the 
to th a n d himself earnestly desirous to put an end 

eir aggressions and prevent them from descending the 
ountanis, he held counsel with his generáis as to the best 

means whereby the men might be attacked in their fort-
¿ j ' an tJ «but Up in their nest of Tinmaul. 

was i • W.as then given to understand that there 
Ealek¡U K J J r i s o n s a youth of Andalusian race, called 
a rp1' a j man> and of great ability, who had been 
youm' Tl r ° b b e r o n t h e highways, though very 
r>pr« + y a d d e d that this man was not an unlikely 
person to accompli8h the wishes of his maiesty, or to con-
S l ®°T f o r the furtherance thereof. The King 
c en pardoned the robber, and commanded him to consider 
power t í°r Proceeding in that matter, giving 

, 0 a(i°pt the necessary measures for restraining the 
predatory bands of El Mehedi. 

e k l accordmgly made all needful observations, and 
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causirig a fortress to be constructed at the point which he 
considered favourable for the purpose, he garrisoned the same 
with a carefully selected body of' cavalry and good crossbow-
men. "With these he then assailed the Almohades in the 
defiles of their mountains, and attacking them as they pro-
ceeded from, or returned to, their haunts, he took them in 
the narrow ravines, and inflicted on them so many defeats 
that they were at length compelled to desist from further 
aggression: when the plain country was thus delivered 
from the perpetual disquietude and plunder to which its 
inhabitants had been subjected. 

C H A P . XXVII I .—WH E R E I N THE STTBJECT OF THE PRECEDING 
CHAPTER IS CONTINUED. 

THEEE years did El Mehedi remain in Tinmaul without 
descending from the city, except for some few short incur-
sions which he made on the subjects of King Aly Ben 
Juzef; but his pride and vanity would then no ionger permit 
him to remain shut up, and the rather as he knew that his 
ñame had become known and feared in consequence of his 
extraordinary victories, and the success of those forces 
which had suffered no check, ñor endured any important 
defeat. He thus considered it advisable now to em-
bolden himself, and go forth openly against the King Aly, 
whom he determined to besiege in hisvery Court of Morocco. 

With this intent he wrote to the tribes who had placed 
themselves in his obedience, commanding them to unite their 
forces with those which he had at Tinmaul; whereupon 
there presently assembled an innumerable multitude from 
all parts, insomuch that El Mehedi saw himself at the head 
of a forcé which counted no less than forty thousand men, 
who were for the greater part infantry ; but he had also a 
good provision of arms and horses. He appointed the Xeque 
Abu Muhamad El Baxir, one of the ten men of his imme-
diate followers, to be the general of those troops, and 
commanded him to proceed against Morocco ; this Muhamad 
Ben Abdallah, called El Mehedi, having now formed 
the firm determination to make himself master of the 

•i 
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Empire of Africa. Yet lie did not himself accompany the 
army, being at that time sick and ill at ease. 

Abu Muhamad marched on Morocco accordingly, as com-
manded by bis Imaum ; and being joined on his way by the 
people of Agmat, with those from the Cabilas of Hesraga, 
Chesm, and some otliers, his forces were thereby largely 
increased. 

King Aly, on his part, having assembled an army of ten 
thousand men, foot and horse, the opposing bands encoun-
tered each other near Morocco, when the Almorávides, 
confiding in their great numbers, commenced tbe attack. 
Eut it was the will of God that they should be defeated 
with a cruel carnage, and, turning their backs on the foe, 
they fled, amid the swords of the Almohades waving over 
their heads, and the lances of those rebels tinging their 
points in their shoulders, the flight and pursuit continuing 
even to the gates of the city. 

Great was the number of tbe Almorávides who there 
died the death of tbe sword; and not in tbe battle only, 
but in the pursuit, and even to their entrance into Morocco. 
The Almohades then besieged the capital, resolved that 
they would never strike their tents until they had obtained 
possession of the place, or had died in the attempt. The 
Almorávides, on their part, sallied forth, and gave them 
many surprises ; sanguinary skirmishes ensued, wherein both 
sides foughtwith implacable rage and hatred,the field remain-
íng covered with corpses—a savoury feast for the beasts and 
birds of prey. There were some forty thousand horsemen 
111 the city at the commencement of the siege, with 
a muititude of crossbowmen and foot-soldiers beyond count; 
but every day dimnished and weakened their numbers. 

A ow among the garrison of the besieged there was a 
cavalier of Andalusia called Abdallah Ben Humusqui, who 
was captain of a hundred Andalusian soldiers, and belonged 
to the command of the General Abu Ishak. This cavalier 
bemg one day in the presence-chamber, with other captains 
and generáis, discoursing of the war, and of their sallies 
against the enemies, said to Aly Ben Juzef, "There is 
nothmg, O King, which renders men so contemptible in 
the eyes of their foes as that which we are now doing— 
keepmg ourselves ehut up tamely within the walls of the 
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city." Tlie king laughed at his words, reílecting that 
the youth did not well consider wherefore he, who had so 
frequently been routed in the field, should be compelled to 
content himself with that method of defence. The General 
Abu Mohamad, who likewise considered the remark of the 
young captain a light one, replied with a smile, "Abu 
Abdallah thinks fighting with the Almorávides to be 
like a contest with the Christians." But the Andalusian 
made answer and said, " Not so, since I bave fought 
against the one and the other, and have even led the men of 
Masainuda, who are now our adversaries ; but it is a truth 
that we shall make but small progress in our aífairs if we 
continué to sit still as we have hitherto done. Choose 
from the forcé a body of marksmen, among whom we have 
many of great dexterity, but let them not be too numerous, 
lest they hinder each other: these should sally forth between 
a chosen forcé of cavalry ; and what I would beg for myself 
is that you would give me three hundred Andalusians, with 
a certain number of good marksmen, whom I will choose, 
and you shall see that I am right in what I say." 

The king having acceded to the request of Abu Abdallah, 
that cáptain then chose the three hundred men whom he 
had required, and having remarked that the Almohades 
used very long lances, with which they wounded their 
enemy from afar, he commanded his people to shorten their 
weapons to such an extent that none exceeded the length 
of six cubits. Thus disposed, the men selected by Abu 
Abdallah marched out before the dawn, and just as day 
was about to appear they attacked the Almohades in their 
tents, wherein they held them as it were besieged, and 
before the day was half spent the leader returned to the 
city with the heads of three hundred Almohades in his 
possession. 

This exploit was very much applauded ; it put courage 
into the hearts of the besieged, and the king with his 
generáis perceiving that their foe was not invincible, gave 
orders for a general assemblage of the forces, resolving to give 
the enemy battle. The command was entrusted to the 
Xeque Abu Muhamad Ben Bannadin, and on the morning 
of the day following that of Abu Abdallah's success, the 
army of Aly Ben Juzef marched forth. The strife was 
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a cruel and desperate one, but tbe Almorávides conducted 
themselves so valiantly as utterly to defeat the Almohades, 
whom they drove in confusion to their tents, while the victors, 
entering with them, filled the whole camp with terror and 
dismay. In that combat forty thousand Masamudes lost 
their lives, scarcely four hundred men of "all the forcé 
escaping, and even to assemble that number it was necessary 
to count both foot and horse. 

On that terrible day there died the Xeque and general of 
the Almohades, Abu Muhamad Baxir, who was one of the 
Decemviri of El Mehedi. There would not indeed have 
remained a single man of all their host had it not been 
for the efforts made by that brave and prudent leader, 
Abdelmumen, who exhibited on that occasion the most 
heroic valour, as well as a steadiness and forethought which 
were admitted on all sides to be most admirable. He it 
was who found means to withdraw the poor relies of the 
army from that place of death. But the Almorávides 
pursued the few who had made good their retreat from the 
camp, even to Medina Agmat, and in that flight there 
penshed five more of EÍ Mehedi's council of ten, all 
hghting like raging lions that have been driven by the 
a r w h l m t e r s t o t l l c i r l a s t h o l d -When El Mehedi received intelligence of that fearful 

eteat he seemed to pay no regard to what his people were 
relating, and only exclaimed, " But Abdelmumen is not 
« r l • ' a n d when they replied that be was not, he said, 
endure p ^ s " l c e Abdelmumen lives our empire shall still 

I t was nevertheless manifest that the sight of the battered 
emnants of bis late victorious army, returning in so de-

plorable a condition, caused El Mehedi heavy sorrow; bis 
sicimess was much increased by the pain thereof, and the 
troops under his command were suffered to remain long 
ínactive without once leaving the enclosures of Tinmaul. 
Ihe defeat of El Mehedi's forces took place in the year 
oiJ , and on that occasion the Cabilas of Hinteta, Ganfysa, 
riezama, and others, which had joined him in bis rebellion, 
returned to their allegiance, su'bmitting themselves once 
^ore to then- King, even AÍy Ben Juzef. 
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C H A P . XXIX.—OF THE CAMPAIGN OF ABEN EADMIB IN ANDALUSIA. 

THESE troubles and insurrections keeping the king's atten-
tion fixed on the affairs of Africa, had prevented him from 
giving due re'gard to those of Spain, where his generáis had 
xnaintained the war on the frontiers with varying fortunes ; 
wherefore, with the arrival of the year 519, there carne to 
Morocco the Cadilcoda of Andalusia, Abul Belit Ben Ruxd, 
a person of so much authority, that to honour him as he 
merited, King Aly Ben Juzef himself went forth in person 
to meet and give him welcome. The cause of his coming 
was an aífair of high importance to the state and defence of 
Andalusia, and this he laid before the king, giving him to 
understand that the Christians who dwelt as vassals among 
the Moslemah were holding communication with the Infidel 
enemy, to whom they made known the condition of the 
country, and the state of the fortresses, with the distribution 
and all the dispositions of the same; those traitors soliciting 
their brethren, moreover, to enter the land and attack the 
Eaithful, thus failing in their duty as vassals, and breaking 
the oaths they had sworn to observe. The Cadilcoda added 
that the Christians not only assisted and excited their 
fellow-worshippers in secret, as described, but that in the 
various incursions, pursuits, battles, and skirmishes, they 
found means to give them essential aid, serving them as 
guides, making known to them whatever intelligence could 
best avail their purposes, and forwarding the views of the 
enemy in every manner that they could devise. 

When King Aly heard these things he was much sur-
prised, and considering the gravity of the case, he took 
counsel with his Viziers, A limes, and Xeques, as to the 
means to be adopted for putting an end to that connection 
between the Christian enemy and the Moslemah vassals, 
since it was above all things essential to cut short the pro-
gress of an evil resulting in such serious injury to the land. 
The resolution at which, by the advice of his council, he 
finally arrived was this : he wrote to the Walies of every 
city and fortress in Andalusia, commanding them to witli-
draw the Christian vassals from the frontier with the utmost 
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secrecy and care, placing them in the interior of Andalusia' 
and dispersing them among the Moslemah of the country. 
They were furthermore to take such Christians as could 
he proved to have incited the Infidel to enter the country, or 
were suspected of having aided those of their Law, and to 
drive them together from all parts of Andalusia. They were 
then to dispatch them at once into Africa, compelling them 
to sell or even to abandon the possessions which they held 
m Andalusia, seeing that they were for the futuro to live 
and remain by compulsión in Africa, or whatever other 
country the king might be pleased to assign them for their 
future dwelling-place. 

That command was immediately obeyed, and many 
Christians were consequently dispatched to the confines of 
-i-Vlekenesa, Sale, and other Comarcas, not a few of their 
number dying of the change from their own climate and air 
to that of Africa. The principal cause of this resolution 
agamst the Christians was the campaign which Aben Eadmir 
oí Aragona had made on the territories of Andalusia, and 
wherem he could not have succeeded had he not been 
mvited by those of his Law, who had even entreated him to 
appear in their favour, assuring him that he might easily 
make himself master of the entire country: and the matter 

a d t a í e n place after this manner. The Christians who 
were dwellers among the Moslemah in the kingdom of 
h i m T S e n t l e t t e r s to Aben Eadmir in secret, requesting 
to • ? ? v/6r c o u n t r y for their deliverance, and promising 
the U í 0 I11® m a s t e r °f those mountainous districts, with all 
PTii-TCOf- l a n a d a . Thev were very earnest in these 
nrpnJ T ' y e t A b e n Eadmir,' either because he had not his 
E ! r ? M m a d e ' o r that he was doubtful of those traitor 
S i f f ' a n d c o u l d n ° t trust their word, did not 
mase tnat incursión on the land which they had desired; 
tíonth , aS Perceived bis distrust or want of resolu-

, y mcreased their incitements and promises, making 
íemseives ready to giV0 a c t iVe aid, and even agreeing to 

M o * l 2 a h Í ( ? Í n e 8 -
 m

A s t l ! e Cliristian inhabitants living under the 
we r f t W r ^ l n Toledo were called Muzarabes or Muzarabians, so 

YOL I reS m ° t h c r Cities of t h e emP i r e c a l l e d Muhahidins,. 
B B 
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serve him publicly. To this end they got together twelve 
thousand carefully chosen and valiant men, giving Aben 
Eadmir to understand that these were all persons known to 
the chiefs of the party, and taken from the inhabitants of 
a very few cities, but that if he would consent to appear 
among them, many thousands of their numbers now living 
scattered among the towns of Andalusia would raise their 
heads at the instant when they should see themselves 
supported by his powerful arms, and all united would assist 
him to make himself lord of those rich and fertile 
territories. 

They then added an extensive and very remarkable de-
scription of the whole land, its mountains, valleys, rivers, and 
streams ; they dwelt on the abundance of its fruits and garden 
products, describing the rich meadows for the pasture of in-
numerable flocks and herds, with the vast numbers of 
animals for the chase, whether beast or bird. Neither did 
they forget to expatiate on the beautiful situation of their 
city of Granada, and the strength of its Alkazaba,* but 
most of all did they insist on the unity of mind with which 
all the Christian vassals of the Moslemah were resolved to 
assist King Aben Eadmir in the conquest of the city, when 
they could thence proceed to make him master of many 
other strong places: Granada being the Alcazar and key 
of defence of the whole extent of that well-endowed and 
fortúnate land. 

All these incitements and promises at length determined 
Aben Eadmir, and he resolved on the incursión they desired. 
Having assembled his troops the king chose four thousand 
cavaliers, whom he caused to swear that they would follow 
his banner to the death, and never turn their backs upon 
the enemy, but either conquer or die. 

Aben Eadmir then marched forth with his people and 
repaired to Saragossa, but concealed his purpose carefully 
from the Moslemah dwelling there, and in the end of the 
moon Xaban, in the year 519, he left that city, proceeding 
to Yalencia, where the Xeque, Abu Muhamad Yedar Ben 
Sirca, was then Wali, and held the town with a good garrison 
f Almorávides. Here Aben Eadmir made halt for some 

* Cita del. 
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days, and attacked the place with his wonted vigour, but 
eftected nothing of any importance, and having laid waste 
the Comarca, he broke up his camp. Many of the Muhahi-
dines then joined his forcé,—a thing which encouraged him 
to press forward; those traitors serving him as guides, and 
supplying all needful information on the way. Among other 
matters, they advised him of such points as he might spoil 
and devastate to his advantage, warning him of all those 
where it would be well that he should refrain from 
doing so. 

Thus conducted, the Christian king arrived before Gezira 
Xucar, tbe fortress of which he assaulted several times, but 
could not take it, and lost many of his cross-bearing 
íollowers in the attempt. From that place he proceeded to 
Denia, making a fierce attack upon the city in the Easter 
of Alfitra at the cióse of Eamazan; but here also he was 
repulsed, and after unavailing combats with the garrison of 
üenia, he next passed by the Fax of Xativa to the territory 
of Murcia, laying the country waste in his progresa. By 
Guadilmansora, he repaired to Burxana, and subsequently 
turned towards Nabar Taxila; an incursión which occupied 
him eight days. Thence the Christian monarch departed 
for Medina Baza, to which city he laid siege, and the city 
being without walls, he expected no difficulty in making 
good his entrance; but the inhabitants defended themselves 
with so much bravery that Aben Kadmir was compelled to 
desist from his attempt, after he had suffered a considerable 
lossof his people. 

On the first Juma in the moon of Dylcada, the Christian 
Kmg reached Badiaza, where he made* a furious attack on 
tne iortress f r 0 m the side of the Almicabira; but here too 
ne lost his time and soldiers vainlv; finding which, and 
having remamed before the place until the following 
iUonday, he then departed to a town called Sérida: there 
he laid an ambush into which he hoped to attract the 
üetenders of the place ; but as these had received warning, 
his cares w-ere again rendered useless,—the inhabitants would 
not come forth from their town, ñor could the Christians 
venture to enter it. 

f̂iL t h f W e d n e s d a y following Aben Eadmir passed on to 
another town, called Gayana, which ke attacked with good 
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hope of taking it, since there were many traitor Muhahidines 
therein. Nay, these carne forth with horse and arms to meet 
the Christians, and there did not remain one of those perjured 
vassals in all the Comarcas who was not in haste now to dis-
cover himself and join the King Aben Eadmir. He, therefore, 
seeing that his army was here daily increased by the arrival 
of new troops, remained in Gayana about a month, as w© 
are told by the author of the Bargeliya.* At this place it 
was that the secret negociations and plots of the Anda-
lusian Christians were brought to light, more especially 
those which had been entered into by the men of Granada. 

The Wali of that city, informed of their dispositions, took 
much pains to assure himself of the persons of those traitors, 
but he found them to be in such vast numbers that he 
determined to suspend the measures he had taken, lest he 
should drive them to further acts of rebellion, or to an open 
declaration of their purposes, when they would all have 
given aid and favour to those of their Law. He therefore 
appeared to content himself with their deceptive promises of 
fidelity, although he did not believe in any of them, but set 
himself to fortifythe city, and make all needful preparations 
for the defence, well convinced that he would find more 
difficulty in delivering himself from the Muhahidines within, 
than from the Christians of Aben Eadmir without. Those 
traitorous Infidels were in fact now hastening from all parts 
to join themselves to the army of the Christian king. 

The Wali of Andalusia at that time was Abu Tahir 
Temim, brother of the King Aly Ben Juzef; the Prince held 
his court in Granada, but had passed over to Africa a short 
time previously for the purpose of assisting with his comiséis 
in the war then waged by his brother against El Mehedi. 
Now, however, being informed of the perilous condition of 
things in Andalusia, he returned thither with a large body 
of cavalry, which, added to the troops he already possessed, 
constituted a very powerful army. This the Prince 
Temim deteimined* to encamp in the immediate neighbour-
hood of Granada, extending his lines entirely around the 
oity, which thus remained within them as in a circle. 

On his part Aben Eadmir left Gayana with his troops, 

* Bargeliya : the clearness or lustre of the lightning.— CondS. 
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which were now very numerous, and fixed his camp in the 
hamlet of Degma, which is near Granada. He had more 
than fifty thousand men, the greater part cavalry, and that 
powerful army filled the inhabitants of the city with dread, 
neither could they believe themselves eecure, although 
they knew the number and strength of the forces 
assembled in their defence. The Azala of terror* was made 
in all the mosques ; but it is true that the people hurried 
rather to their arms than to the prayer: the ceremony was 
nevertheless continued in Granada even to the day of Id 
Annaherii or the Easter of Victims, called also the Easter of 
Lambs. 

Aben Eadmir subsequently moved his camp to the bank 
of the river Eerdex, and thence to the farms of Muzabeca, 
finally transferring it to those of iSTibel; but while in that 
place there fell great rains and storms of snow, insomuch 
that he could do nothing to any purpose, and must have 
penshed with all his army had not the Muhahidines 
hastened to his assistance with provisions. Here he 
remamed during seventeen days, perpetually liarassed by the 
Almoravide skirmishers, who did not cease to beset his 
camP> n°w with an onslaught of cavalry, and now with a 
^ P - e from their foot-soldiers. This state of things caused 

ie Christian king to lose all hope of possessing Granada, 
an he saw that his incursión had been a rasli resolve, the 
iope oí success held out to him by the Muhahidines having 

provecí an ill-founded one; wherefore he determined to con-
witl í i m S f f w i t l 1 t h e satisfaction of his covetousness, and 

H +1? P lunder of the country which he could not conquer. 
field° f ? C r e b r o k e UP h i s camp, first proceeding to the 
ti™ ^i0 , . e r s a n a , which lie towards Yenix, whence he con-
rZ„tZA

 hl
A

s
n by Zequia, and at the cióse of evening 

reached Alcala Yashebi. From this place Aben Eadmir 

the .ÜÜíl't*"1* ° f t e r r o r i a made in cases of danger, as its ñame implies; 
is a n d prostrations being much curtailed. But it 

) » L P ? e d l n t h e mosques, and few attend it, those who do so 
ppearing with arms in their hands, and even stained with blood. 

also W ceremonies connected with the Azala of terror may 
himsplf nfTi w h e r e v e r «le person performing it may chance to find 
c o s í i f í • m o m e n t > is he held to repair to the mosque for that pur-

^ ÜIS circumstancos render it difficult for him to do m.—Conde. 
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repaired to the hamlet of Luc, hut not remammg there, 
passed on by Vezjana, Yezria, Cabra, and Alixena, constantly 
followed by the "light troops of the Almorávides, who did 
not leave him an hour of repose. Thus occupied bv per-
petual attacks on his rear-guard and the flanks of his army, 
the skirmishes which he was compelled to fight on various 
parts of his route were frequently very grave, and caused 
him much loss: by these incessant surprises and onslaughts 
of the Moslemah* he was also prevented from breaking his 
order of march for the purposes of devastating the sur-
rounding country, as it had been his intention to do: he 
proceeded therefore in a condition of much restraint and 
disquietude. Yet the injuries which he found means to 
inflict on his passage were neither few ñor unimportant. ^ 

After this manner, Aben Eadmir continued his march 
until he arrived near Lyrena, where the Moslemah, desinng 
much to engage the Christian enemy in a pitched battle, 
made arrangements for a general attack on the vanguard, 
to be commenced at the dawn of day ; this took place accord-
ingly, and such was the impetuosity with which they fell 
upon'their foes, that they threw them into complete disorder, 
compelling them to abandon their baggage, and leave the 
provisions of the wliole army in the hands of the victors. 

But now, believing that they had vanquished and over-
eóme all the Misbelievers, the Moslemah conquerors 
began to feast on the prey, and occupied themselves in 
gathering the spoil; wherefore Aben Eadmir, advised oí 
their employment, by the fugitives of the vanguard, placed 
his main body in order of battle, and attacking the dis-
arrano-ed forcé of the Moslemah when they least expected 
him with four battalions of horse, he cut down vast numbers 
of the Eaithful, putting the rest to flight, and pursuing 
them until nightfall deprived him of the power to distm-
guish friend from foe. 

Many noble Moslemah died in that battle, as they endea-
voured to reanimate their men, and sought to lead the 
fugitives back to the strife; nay, the carnage would have been 
even more complete had it not been late in the afternoon 
when the troops of Aben Eadmir appeared. 

I t was now the turn of the Moslemah to lose their 
baggage and provisions, all of which fell into the power oí 
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the Christians, who were then well repaid for the momentary 
loss and partial plunder of their own munitions. 

Erom this time Aben Radmir directed his march towards 
the Mediterranean, still followed at a certain distance by 
companies of the Almoravide troops; but the latter dared no 
longer attempt to oppose his passage. 

We fínd it related that at the crossing of the river Motril, 
and when from the marshy fords of that stream the army 
was traversing the deep ravines which succeeded, Aben 
Radmir turned to some of the most noble among the 
cavaliers by whom he was accompanied, and speaking in the 
Christian tongue, he said, " How magnificent a grave would 
not this make us, if there weie any one on those heights 
who would throw down earth to cover us." Thenceforward 
he turned his steps in the direction of Velad, and there, 
being on the shore of the sea, Aben Radmir caused a small 
bark to be constructed, which he used for the purpose of 
taking fish on that strand. This was done either in the 
accomplishment of a vow which he had made to carry his 
arms through the Moslemah territory, and even to the coast 
of Granada, or merely that the thing might be described at 
a future time as the completion of some great exploit * 
King Radmir subsequently ascended towards Granada, and 
fixed his camp on the farm of Dilar, whence he proceeded 
to Emidam, and while there he had certain skirmishes with 
the light cavalry of the Almorávides. A few days later 
beheld him entering on the Vega of Granada, when he 
encamped on the sources of the Teja, where the Almorávides 
aid not give him an hour of repose, insomuch that it became 
needful to entrench and fortify the Christian camp : ñor was 
the tear lest his more open assailants should press within 

* t I n u f t a i l s o f t h i s retreat there is a manifest obscurity which would 
most probably have been elucidated by a note, had the careful and accurate 
autiior been permitted to see his work through the press. In default 
01 tnis it may be added here that certain writers declare the Christian 
King to have promised the generáis of his immediate suite that they 
snouid eat fish taken by themselves from the waters of that región, 
•tience the construction of the físhing-bark : but we give our readers the 
assertion for only so much as it may be worth, not having found con-
nrmation of its authenticity in any writer of acknowledged authority. 
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liis tents, the only motive for that precaution: being now 
very near the city, where he knew that there was no lack 
of brave and enterprising cavaliers, Aben Eadmir thought it 
needful to be on his guard that he might not suffer an 
unforeseen defeat, in consequen ce of the surprises which 
the leaders would almost certainly prepare for him. 

Having remained for some time within these entrench-
ments, the Christian king then marched by Lagon to 
Guadiaxi, where he found a part of his forcé which he had 
left in a fortress of that district: next continuing his march 
through the eastern parts of Spain, he found himself on the 
road which he had taken in coming, the territory of Murcia 
and Xativa namely. Up to that time the Almorávides 
had constantly followed Aben Eadmir, without losing sight 
of his banners, and this they did to prevent his people from 
making incursions on the neighbouring lands; but they 
carefully avoided coming to an engagement with the Christian 
forces. 

The most authentic authorities declare that Aben Eadmir 
lost a large part of his host by sickness before regaining his 
own dominions ; the privations and fatigues of that prolonged 
march having greatly weakened the strength of his men, 
and the plague, which also appeared among them, carrying 
off many of those exhausted banda. Seeing that the mor-
tality was increasing, the king made great baste to return 
to his states : " And of a truth," remarks the author of the 
' Lightning,' " if Aben Eadmir had some cause to feel vain-
glorious at the bold enterprise he had accomplished, yet on 
the other hand it is certain that he did nothing of im-
portance therein; he effected little, in all that painful and 
perilous march, beyond the burning of certain villages and 
larms, with the ruin of their miserable inhabitants ; but he 
neither took ñor could enter any fortified place, small or 
great: insomuch that he may be said to have employed 
the campaign almost whollv in the destruction of peasants 
and shepherds, farms, hamlets, country-houses, and solitary 
dwellings of similar kind." " Yet in that enterprise," ob-
serves the same author, " the King Aben Eadmir expended 
fifteen months, during which he did the Moslemah more 
good_¿ than harm, since he caused them to discover the 
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existence of enemies among those of their own people, 
and enabled them to put themselves on their guard against 
the traitors thus made known to them." 

This, then, was the cause which had induced the Cadi 
Abul Belut Aben Baxid to pass over into Africa, and after 
consulting the king as to the best means to be adopted for 
xnaking head against the danger thus menacing the Mos-
lemah in Spain, the Cadi furthermore suggested the 
expediency of depriving the King of Saragossa of bis 
sovereignty; since he had not only failed to defend his 
capital, but had formed a confederacy with the Christians, 
sending presents to the King Aben Badmir, from his 
friendship with whom infinite evils might redound to the 
Moslemah of Spain. 

The advice given by Abul Belut Aben Baxid in relation 
to the Sovereign of Saragossa, did not appear to be unac-
ceptable to King Aly Ben Juzef, and be replied, that since 
Aben Hud liad entered into a league with the Christians, 
he had deserved to lose his kingdom, for which cause he 
gave orders to the effect that the general Abu Bekir Ben 
Tefelit should march an army into his territories without 
delay, and take possession of the state in the ñame of the 
Ameer Aly Ben Juzef. 

• X X X . — P R I N C I F TAXFIN, TIIE SON OF JUZEF, ARRIVES IN 
P A 1 N - MIS VICTORIES. ADVANTAGES GAINED B Y THE ALMOHADES 
* A F R I C A . NATURAL DEATH OF T H E I E CHIEF, EL MEHEDI. 

W H E N the King 0f Saragossa was informed of the resolution 
taken by Aly Ben Juzef, and knew that a forcé was about 
to march against him, he wrote a letter to the Ameer, of 
which the substance was as follows:— 

lhou well knowest, O king ! that my father, Almostain 
-billah, wrote to the King of the Moslemah, Juzef Aben 
laxhn, thy father, requiring that he should permit him to 
remam in quiet possession of his dominions, and requesting 
that there might be peace and friendship between them, to 
the end that each might give aid to the other against their 
common enemy. Conditions being then made, our fathers 
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remained confederate, ñor would ever make war upon each 
other, for which cause the hearts of their people were 
permitted to rejoice in that peace which comes from good 
counsel, and is as the resplendent light which gladdens the 
life of all men. We too have enjoyed quiet and security, 
which hath not been troubled on thy part up to this time, 
although many circumstances have occurred in these states, 
the unfortunate causes of which I do not myself clearly 
perceive, unless they have proceeded from evil counsels that 
may have countervailed thy good intentions; but for 
some time it is certain, O my Lord! that a malevolent air 
hath been breatbing over the land, or to speak more truly, 
a hurricane and tempestuous storm hath assailed us which 
brings us menaces of destruction and dismay. I t will not 
be just that thou shouldst deprive us of our territories and 
states, since we have constantly maintained the friendliness 
existing between us—we have never broken the same, even in 
thought; ñor during the period of the involuntary isolation 
from our brethren in which we have found ourselves, have 
we in any way infringed upon thy rights, O king ! wherefore 
we could not but consider ourselves as vile and despicable, 
if we were now to suffer our cities to be taken from us 
without reason. 

" But God will not perrnit that this rupture shall take 
place between us, eausing such evil and injury to both as 
would make our common enemy triumph in our misfor-
tunes: we have hitherto maintained the league of friendship 
entered into by our forefather: whether in public or in 
prívate, do not thou, then, give occasion—either by the evil 
intentions or the ignorance of thy counsellors—for the 
disturbance of this good harmony; and for myself, God, who 
is over all, and penetrates the secrets of every heart, knows 
the purity of mine intentions and my good-will as to thee 
ward. Ñone can impede the fulfilment of that which God 
hath determined, but the day will come when the unjust 
provoker of evil and of the sorrows of war shall appear in 
his true light; God,who is the Judge and Eighteous Bewarder 
of those who do evil, shall then decide between us and those 
who seek to put discord and strife between thee and me. 
I repeat, that God is a Just Judge: and herewith I bid thee 
farewell." 
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"When this letter, written by Abu Meruan Aben Hud, 
reaehed the hands of Aly Ben Juzef, the latter ehanged his 
purpose, and commanded the general Abu Bekir Aben Tefelit 
to discontinué his preparations for entering on the territories 
oí Saragossa, which he ordered him to leave undisturbed. 

About that time the King Aly was much occupied with 
the fortifications of his city of Morocco, which he surrounded 
by forts and strong walls, amply supplied with liigh towers. 
He commenced the construction of these works in the moon 

Giumada Primera and the year 520, and expended on 
them seventy thousand mitcals of gold. That beautiful and 
durable erection was completed in about eight months, 
the masonry being such, that, when finished, it proved 
to be one of the finest structures in the world. King 
Aly also built the great mosque, with its lofty tower and 
Almimbar. 

In this year of 520 the king's brother, Abu Tahir Temim, 
who had been his Naib or vicegerent in Spain, departed to 
the mercy of Allali: he died in Andalusia, and that event 
causee! infinite sorrow to Aly Ben Juzef, seeing that Prince 
J-ennm. had ever been his most faithful friend and counsellor 
in all the great cares of his reign, consoling him amidst all 

is troubles, which were very heavy, nay, even almost con-
theU°US : ^ W a S ° n i n d e e d that Kmg Aly reposed all 

cares of government as regarded the Spanish provinces. 
ther0 6 6 m Í m d i e d i n the city of Granada, and was buried 
g o n

r e
T m u c h honour. In his place the king sent his 

axtl?> who passed over to Spain with five thousand 
Amee^T b o r s e ' Having assembled a sufficientforcé, the 
Toledo f • ^ e n directed his march on the territory of 
Hacen' v waste, and taking the fortress of 
country s t o r r nJ he devastated the whole surrounding 

JN or were the Christians idle on their part: they gathered 
tiJ• T - 7 í r o m milicia and Castile, the Christian nobles 
f t h e i r k l ngs with all their strength, all proposing 
K> iaü upon the l a n d 0f Algarve. "When their banners 
were assembled, the Infidel host was found to amount 
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The Ameer Taxfin hurried to the protection of the 
country with his Almorávides, and arriving in the vicinity 
of Badajoz, the two armies met near the renowned battle-
field of Zalacca, where the grandfather of Prince Taxfin had 
before defeated the Christian foe. When he found himself 
in face of his enemy, Taxfin, though still very young, 
arranged his order of battle with great ability and intelli-
gence : he disposed his cavalry and marksmen in closely 
compact and well-placed divisions, himself, with the principal 
Xeques and generáis, retaining the command of the main 
body. The army of the Paithful bore very beautiful banners, 
which they carried aloft on their long staves, those of the 
Almorávides being of puré white, with the motto "Le 
illa Allah, le gallid illa Allah.'''' The two wings were formed 
by the Andalusians and by certain Cabilas of Africa, the 
right being occupied by the Spanish cavaliers with their 
richly tinted pennons, also very beautiful; ñor were those 
of the left wing inferior, whether in hue or splendour, and 
these last waved over the tribes of Zeneta, Haxima, and 
other Cabilas. 

The two armies commenced their movement amidst the 
loud alarm of Atambours and trumpets; the battle was 
quickly begun with terrible impetuosity and fearful cries ; 
it continued through a great part of the day with nearly 
equal fortune on both sides, but at the hour of Adobar 
the Christians began to yield, and Taxfin, perceiving this, 
rodé eagerly among his people on all sides, fighting in his 
own person with admirable valour. The Moslemah becom-
ing aware of the advantage they were obtaining, then pro-
claimed the victory as if already obtained, and this dismayed 
the hearts of the foe, on whom the Faithful now fell with 
renewed energy, until at length they drove them from the 
fíeld, when a flight commenced which soon ended in 
disorderly rout. The field of battle remained covered with 
corpses, an acceptable feast to the beasts and birds of prey; 
but the carnage was furthermore increased by the eagerness 
of the pursuit, which was continued by the Moslemah until 
deep in the night. This great battle was fought at Fohos-
Assehab, and Prince Taxfin returning to Cordova, thence 
wrote to his father an account of that fortúnate event, 
which took place in the year 520. 
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No long time elapsed, nevertheless, before tbe Christians 
again returned with a powerful host, when, direeting their 
march towards the mountains of Caraz, they made a cruel 
slaughter on tbe towns, and plundered the fields of their 
flocks, the unhappy dwellers ílying before them in terror, 
and taking refuge among the impassable defiles of the hills. 
"VVhen Prince Taxfin received intelligence of these things, 
he convoked his counsel, and inquired of the generáis com-
posing it if they did not think it time to go forth against 
the enemy and protect the frontiers. To this the Xeques 
of the African Cabilas replied:—" My Lord, eitber the 
kingdom is ours, and we mean to hold it, or we must be 
willing to abandon it to the Christians ; if it be ours, then 
is it fully time for us to defend it, not regarding the perils 
or difficulties which we may encounter in doing so, but if 
we abandon the same, be sure that God will not fail to 
demand an account thereof at our hands." 

The prince then consulted the Andalusians, who replied, 
"This war is one of so much right and justice, that we 
would fain have thee send us alone to wage it, since none 
would then take share in our glory." 

Finally, the young commander desired to know the mind 
of the Zenetes and Haximes, for the enterprise was likely to 
be a difficult and perilous one, when the men of those tribe3 
made answer in these words, " To arms, my lord! and all 
we ask from thee is this, that if we should die in the battle, 
thou wilt regard our orphans as a father, and care for them 
accordingly." 

Seeing the excellent dispositions of his people, the prince 
commended their zea!, and assured them that he hoped and 
expected nothing less than a glorious victory for the Mosle-
man arms. He prepared to set forth accordingly, and con-
ducted by their scouts and spies, the generáis marched 
confidently to seek their foe. 
. -Now the Christians were labouring to fortify themselves 
in Gebel el Cazar, and it was not without extreme diíficulty 
that the Moslemah gained the summit of the mountain; 
but that done, a sanguinary battle ensued, when the Chris-
tian forcé, not being abíe to maintain itself in order 
began to take flight among those fearful precipices, over the 
rocks of which no small number of them were hurled to 
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their fate. Tet the difficulty of the pursuit caused the 
carnage made among them to be much less than it would 
have been had the asperities of the ground been less in-
superable. The Christians abandoned their baggage and 
tents, with the flocks they had driven off, and the captives 
they had taken; the Moslemah then breaking the bonds of 
thousands of the latter, whom they found chained together 
in bodies of fifty. Another result of this brilliant victory 
was the recoverv of some thirty of the most important for-
tresses in Spain, and that circumstance Prince Taxñn 
added to the account of his successes, which he instantly 
despatched to the King his father. 

In Africa, meanwbile, three years had passed in quietnde, 
because Mohamad Abdallah, called El Mehedi, did not con-
sider his forces sufficiently recovered to make it safe for them 
to leave the walls of Tinmaul and the heights of their rocky 
fastness : but that time elapsed, he _ recommenced his 
a^gressions with increased fury. El Mehedi appointed 
Abdelmumen Ben Aly, his friend and Yizier, to be Imaum 
of Azala, and despatched him to the territory of Morocco 
at the head of thirty thousand men, with whom he was 
commanded to ravage that district. Abdelmumen then 
found means to recover to the allegiance of El Mehedi those 
Cabilas which had returned to the rule of Aly Ben Juzef,— 
the tribes of Hinteta, Ganfysa, and Hezama, namely, with 
some others ; he added much to the strength of his army by 
that circumstance, and thus reinforced, pressed forward even 
to the vicinity of Medina Agmat. 

The Ameer Abu Bekir, son of King Aly, went forth to 
the encounter of Abdelmumen with a powerful host, com-
posed of the Cabilas of Lamtuna, Zanhaga, Haxima, and 
other Almoravide tribes, when there ensued many battles 
and sanguinary skirmishes, which endured for the space of 
eight days: but at length God leilt His aid to the Almo-
hades, by whom the Almorávides were broken and defeated, 
Abdelmumen pursuing the discomfited army with a fearful 
slaughter through the whole province, until he drove the 
shattered remains thereof into Morocco, and compelled them 
to shut themselves up within its walls. The successful 
leader then sat down before the city ; but, striking his camp 
at the end of three days, he suddenly returned to Tinmaul. 
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The successes thus obtained by Abdelmumen Ben Aly took 
place in the moon of Begeb and the year 524. 

When the victorious Almohades approached Tinmaul, 
El Mehedi went forth in person to meet and receive them, 
and having made himself minutely acquainted with their 
exploits and conquests, he first expressed his approbation of 
the valour and steadiness they had displayed, bestowing on 
all high praises; and that done, he gave them to know that 
he had commanded all the people to assemble in the mosque 
and on the public square, seeing that he then proposed to 
take his final leave of them. 

All were greatly surprised by this resolution, since none 
could believe it possible that their leader would abandon 
them ; many also became very sorrowful at hearing that 
announcement, because they feared lest the increasing in-
firmities oí El Mehedi, which they had not failed to remark, 
should cause his farewell to be that which men take when 
they are departing for the other world. 

The people having all assembled as they had been com • 
manded to do, El Mehedi appeared among them, preaching 
to the multitude, and exhorting them to believe in one solé 
Grod, since that was the duty of every created being from 
the moment he held the command of his reason. He bade 
them love the Lord their Grod with all their mind and with 
all their hearts, enjoined them to cali on His Ñame daily, 
entreating him to aid and maintain them by His mercy in 
the keeping of the Faith, and imploring Him to that end 
in these words: 

" O Lord God ! Allah the most merciful, Thou who 
knowest oursins, do Thou pardonthem; Thou who knowest 
our wants, do Thou satisfy them; our enemies are known 
to Thee, do Thou avert from us the evils that they may pre-
pare for us; Thou shalt sufiice to us, since Thou art our 
Lord; Thou alone shalt suffice to us, since Thou art our 
Protector, as well as our Creator." 

After these admonitions and good counsels to his people, 
El Mehedi added that he was now about to take leave of 
them for ever, since he must very soon die. All wept 
hitter tears at hearing these words; but he consoled them, 
and bade them conform to the will of God, who disposeth 
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all for his creatures as is best for them ; and therewithal he 
dismissed them ; but they went away in great sadness. 
The malady of El Mehedi then continued to increase, until 
he passed to the mercy of Grod,—an event which took 
place on Thursday, the 25th* of the moon Eamazan, in the 
year 524. 

I t was rumoured that El Mehedi had been advised of his 
approaching death, by a personage unknown, eight-and-
twenty days before its occurrence; and during all his sick-
ness, public prayer was made for him in the mosque by his 
Vizier and friend, Abdelmumen Ben Aly. When he felfc 
that his death was now at hand, he called Abdelmumen to 
his presence, and laid on him various injunctions, com-
mitting to his charge the Book Algefer, which he had 
himself received from the Imaum Abu Hamid Algazali. 
He furthermore directed Abdelmumen Ben Aly as to the 
ceremonies of his funeral, and mentioned even the linen for 
his shroud, requiring his friend to wash his corpse with his 
own hands, and not to permit him to be buried in any vest-
ments but the shroud specified by himself. Abdelmumen 
was furthermore exhorted to make the Azala or prayer for 
his departed master; and finally El Mehedi commanded his 
Vizier to conceal his death for some few days, or until he, 
Abdelmumen Ben Aly, had suíficiently spoken with the 
people in his own ñame. All these commands were fulfilled 
and accomplished with the utmost exactitude, and as he had 
desired. 

The death of El Mehedi was lamented by all his followers, 
but more than any other by Abdelmumen Ben Aly, who had 
lived so long in his company;—from that time, namely, 
when, but a very young boy, he Avent to the school of 
Tahara, a small hamlet in the district of Hanciz, wliither he 
was sent by his father, Aly Ben Yali Ben Meruan, to the 
end that he might learn to read in the mosque of that place. 
When El Mehedi afterwards returned from the East, more-
over, and had met the youth Abdelmumen with his únele, 
as before related, he had instantly selectedhim, being moved 

• Or, as Yahye Ben Ahmed Ben Omeira informs us, on the 14th 
of that inonth.— Condé. 
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to that choice by certain indications of ability and good dis-
position which he perceived in him, to be his Yizier ; from 
which time Abdelmumen had ever been the person inwbom he 
liad most'implicitly confided. Thus the latter was with reason 
very sorrowful at his departure, and mourned deeply for the 
loss of his friend. The death of El Mehedi took place at 
the hour of dawn. 

In person the departed ruler was of middle stature, dark 
olive complexión, and almost beardless face; his hair was 
black, and he had fine eyes. Yery severe, or rather cruel, in 
disposition, he was a pitiless sliedder of human blood, 
whether of his enemies or those living beneath his own 
rule: when he desired to put any man to death with more 
than Common severity, it was his custom to have him in-
terred alive. In battle, El Mehedi was wont to anímate 
bis people to the fight with the following words,—" Oh, 
Almohades, ye are the army of God ; ye are the defenders 
of God's law, and His t ruth: wherefore, to such of you as 
may remain dead on the field of battle there shall be given 
rewards of such exquisite delight, that ear hath not heard, 
and eyes have not seen, neither hath it entered into the 
heart of man to conceive them." 

El Mehedi liad enjoined on his people a very simple ex-
pression of faith and form of prayer, insomuch that their 
Azala, being made without any Arrakea or prostration, was 
readily performed at all times—on the march as they pro 
ceeded, or even in the midst of the battle; by which means 
he avoided the loss of much time. 

C H A P . X X X I . — O F THE OBIOIN o r EL MEHEDI, AND OF THE ELECTION 
OF HIS STJCCESSOR, ABDELMUMEN BEN ALY BEN YALI BEN MEBUAN. 

A C C O R D I N G to Abu Aly Ben Raxid, El Mehedi derived his 
descent from Abu Talib, the únele of the Brophet; and Abu 
Cutham attributes to him the same origin. Abu Meruan, 
a son of the author of " E l Salat," and who subsequently 
abridged that work, says that the ñame of E. Mehedi was 
Muhamad, that the additional ñame of Abu Abdallah was 

VOL. I I . C C 
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adopted by himself; his father was called Thumur, or, aswe 
find recorded among the men of Barbary, likewise Enigar, 
and, as his office was to give light, or rather to kindle the 
same, in the mosque, he was called, by way of by-name, 
Asifu, which in their tongne signifies light. 

The ñame of El Mehedi was not assumed by Muhamad 
Abu Abdallah until he had begun to . gather followers, and 
had caused the people to assemble around him by his preach-
ing and the novelty of his doctrines ; nay, he did not take 
it until he was already at the head of a large body of men, 
all obeving him as their lord. 

Aben Cutham, discoursing of the origin and history 
of El Mehedi, relates that he was born in the village of 
Herga, which is in the district of Sus Alaksa, and that 
in the year 500 he proceeded to Andalusia, commencing the 
study of the Sciences in the city of Cordova. Having com-
pleted the course prescribed, he then took ship at Almería^ 
and departed for the East, where he became a disciple of 
the Imaum Abu Abdallah El Hadrami. In Cairo he at-
tended the lectures of the Imaum Abul "Walid of Tortosa, 
and in Bagdad he studied under the great philosopher Abu 
Hamid Algezali, author of the book called " Hiiao Ulumi-
Edinni," in which he hath taught many thingsthat are con-
trary to the orthodox opinions. That book was rejected by 
the Academv of Cordova, after its doctrines had been well 
examined by that body. The first who reproved and con-
demned the same was the Cadi of the Aljama of Cordova, 
even Ahmed Ben Hamdin, who pronounced them to be 
heretical; and such was his zeal, that he used all the 
authority he possessed for the purpose of procuring the 
punishment as a heretic of the author himself, even Aba 
Hamid Algezali: he likewise gave an aecount of the book to 
the King Aly Ben Juzef, by whom the condemnation of the 
work of the Eastern philosopher was fully approved and 
sanctioned. King Aly furthermore commanded that all 
books written by that author which could be found in 
Spain and Africa should be publicly burnt; nay, the same 
command was transmitted throughout all his dominions with 
so much care, that the most rigorous penalties were de-
nounced against every man who should keep the work in 
his possession, or teach the doctrines contained therein; 
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tliese things were done, to the end that no memory of those 
errors should be suffered to remain. 

The author of " E l Salat" affirms that many considered 
the ruin of the Moslemah of the West to have proceeded 
from, and been occasioned by, that condemnation of the 
works of Abu Hamid Algazali; and in respect of that matter 
he relates the following circumstance:— 

At the city of Bagdad, where Algazali was then teaching, 
there arrived a man without a beard, wrho one day entered 
his school with a linen cap on his bead. Algazali instantly 
remarking the man, whom he perceived to be a foreigner, 
fixed his eves on him earnestly, and demanded, " Of what 
land art thou ?" To W'hich the stranger replied, that he 
was of Sus Alaksa in the West. Then Algazali enquired 
if he had not been in the school of Cordova, the best in the 
World : to which the foreigner made answrer in the affirma-
tive : being furthermore questioned respecting certain 
among the most famous doctors of that school, and reply-
ing to those questions with prompt intelligence, Abu Hamid 
Algazali finally enquired if the stranger had seen his book 
" Of the Besurrection of the Sciences and the Law ;" to which 
the latter also making answer affirmatively, Algazali next 
desired to know what was said of that work in Cordova and 
other lands of the West. 

To that last question the'foreigner did not daré to reply ; 
hut bis embarrassment and the reserve he maintained 
having excited the curiosity of Algazali, the latter insisted 
that he should relate to him with freedom what was said in re-
lation to the book, and what had happened in the matter. Then 
the stranger declared exactly what had occurred,—that the 
book of Abu Hamid had been pronounced heretical namely, 
and publicly burnt in Cordova, after a minute examinatioa 
oy the doctors of the Academy, and when great consultation 
had been held by those sages in respect of the tenets incul-
cated therein. He added that this sentence had been executed 
oy order of the King Aly Ben Juzef, not in Cordova only 
hut also in Morocco, Medina Eez, Ciarwan, and many other 
academies of the West. 

Hearing this, Abu Hamid Algazali changed colour, and 
extending his hands towards heaven, hefmade prayer to Q-od 
with trembling lipa, against the advisers of that condemna-
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tion, and against the king who had commanded his books to 
be burnt. At the end of this orison all the disciples of 
Algazali exclaimed, " Amen." 

Those who were present at the prayer inform us that the 
words relating to the king were as follows: " O God, my 
Lord, tear to pieces and destroy his kingdom as he ^ hath 
destroyed my books, and take from him all the lordships of 
bis inheritance." Eurthermore we find it related that the 
stranger who had declared the condemnation of Abu Hamid's 
works, and who was no other than Muhamad Abu Abdallah 
El Mehedi, standing in the midst of the disciples, then made 
answer and said, " Oh Imaum, pray to .God that he will be 
pleased to accomplish thy petition by these my hands ;" and 
Algazali added, " Yea, Lord Allah! be it by the hands of 
this man." Whereupon El Mehedi departed after a certain 
time from Bagdad and returned to his native place, whither 
be bore so profound an impression of Algazali's prayer on 
bis heart that he firmly believed the empire of the Almorá-
vides in Africa would be destroyed by his means. 

He had thus no sooner reached Mahedia than he began 
to preach his new opinions, instructing the people therein, 
and much exciting the dwellers in that district; for which 
cause Acis Ben Nacir desired to punish him, but could not 
get the preacher into his hands; because the latter, informed 
of his purpose, took flight, repairing to the city of Bugia, 
where he also preached and caused much disorder. 

There the Wali of that city, Aben Hamid, likewise 
desired to take him and punish him as a disturber of the 
people; but again El Mehedi received timely notice and 
concealed himself from the storm, remaining in his hiding-
place until he found an opportunity for leaving Bugia in 
secret. He next proceeded to Melaía, in a hamlet of which 
district it was that he met his disciple and successor, 
Abdelmumen Ben Aly Ben Yali. 

All the followers of El Mehedi were divided by him into 
ten classes,—the first and principal class being composed of 
those ten men by whom he was first proclaimed, as hath 
been related above; the seeond was the council of fifty; the 
third the council of seventy, that last being appointed for 
the settlement of ordinary afiairs; the fourth was the class 
of the Alimes and men of learning; the fifth was formed of 
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the Hafizes or traditionaries, who are well represented by 
our writers of history ; the sixth was formed of a hierarchy 
selected from his own family ; the seventh were the natives 
of Herga, his birthplace; the eighth were the people of 
Tinmaul; the ninth were the inhabitants of Chirniba ; and 
in the tenth were all the men of war belonging to the 
Cabilas of G-anfysa, Hintiba, and others, cavalry, cross-bow-
men, and infantry of all arms included. Each of these 
classes held its place apart in all the assemblies, whether for 
peace or war, during the marches and in the encampments, 
ñor was that order of arrangement once disturbed during 
the time of El Mehedi's government, from his first pro-
clamation, when the Almohades vowed allegiance to his 
rule, namely, until the day of his death,—aperiod, according 
to the computation of Yahye Ben Ahmed Aben Omeira, of 
eight years, eight months, and thirteen days. 

Certain books have been attributed to El Mehedi, with 
poems, the last being principally verses composed in praise 
of his vizier and successor, Abdelmumen Ben Aly. 

Of the ten companions of El Mehedi by whom he had 
first been proclaimed, four alone remained at his death, the 
other six having died in battle with the Almorávides : these 
men now determined to confide the whole government to 
one of their number, to the end that the sovereignty which 
in defiance of the powerful King of Morocco they had 
established at the cost of so much blood and so many 
labours, might be the more easily maintained and defended. 
They consequently took counsel with the cavaliers of the 
two assemblies of the fifty and the seventy, when all agreed 
to choose the Vizier of El Mehedi, Abdeímumen Aben Aly 
(one of those four companions of their departed ruler who 
still survived), to command them in his place. 

And if in this election there were neither disagreements 
ñor diversities of opinion, that was in part attributable to 
the admirable virtues of Abdelmumen Ben Aly, but partly 
also to the recollection of that favour with which El Mehedi 
had honoured and distinguished him above them all. Every 
nian knew well that their departed teacher had rejoiced 
m the deeds of arms performed by Abdelmumen, and in the 
presence of all his followers had frequently expressed his 
sense of the high qualities of his Vizier, declaring the hopes 
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which he founded thereon; nay, El Mehedi had more than 
once affirmed that while Abdelmumen Ben Aly lived he had 
no fear respecting the fate of their empire. 

All, therefore, as by divine inspiration, concurred to exalt 
the Vizier to be their uncontroled commander and absolute 
lord, saluting him by the august titles of Caliph and Ameer, 
Amuminin, or Prince of the Faithful. His three com-
panions were the first to oífer him the oath of allegiance; 
they were followed by the councils of fifty and seventy, after 
whom all the Almohades took the oath in like manner. 

The Abbreviator of the African historians describes this 
election in a manner wherein there are some notable 
differences, and although I do not esteem his relation to be 
<of equal worth with that of Yahye Ben Ahmed Ben Omeira, 
which I have hitherto followed, yet as he is of such high 
authority among the Arabians I will not omit his account. 
He relates the inatter on this wise:— 

" The death of El Mehedi was not made known among 
the Africans for some time after it had taken place, being 
concealed, either by the order of Mehedi himself, or by 
the care of his Yizier Abdelmumen Aben Aly, who proposed 
to the members of the Council of Ten, still sorrowing, that 
they should acknowledge him as the successor of El Mehedi, 
seeing that the latter had so willed and commanded. And 
this decree of their late ruler they were not unwilling to 
fulfil, according to some authors, while, according to others, 
each man pretended that El Mehedi had appointed himself 
to be his successor; and there consequently ensued much 
discord between them. Thereupon the tribes began to 
divide into factions ; and this proceeded to so dangerous an 
extent that there was cause to fear the destruction of the 
state from their violence: whereupon, becoming alarmed by 
the prospect of that disunion, the companions agreed to 
elect Abdelmumen Aben Aly." 

The author of the book called " The Princes" relates that 
event in the manner which follows:—" The death of El 
Mehedi was concealed during the space of three years, for 
he did indeed survive the defeat which had been suffered by 
the Almohades but a very short time, his malady having 
been much aggravated by the grief which that misfortune 
occasioned him, and the sickness then afflicting him 
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increasing until he died. But this event was known to 
Abdelmumen Aben Aly alone, and the Yizier contrived to 
govern in the ñame of El Mehedi as if he had been still 
alive. During this time Abdelmumen Ben Aly was bringing 
up a young lion, which he taught to caress and fawn upon 
him, and he likewise took a bird, which he instructed to 
utter phrases in the tongues of Arabia and Barbary,—certain 
words, that is to say, which signified " Abdelmumen is the 
defender and support of the state." "When he had com-
pleted the education of these animals, and considered that 
the bird was sufficiently perfect in its speech and the lion 
in its flatteries, he caused a spacious hall to be constructed 
in a house which he possessed outside Tinmaul, and in the 
centre of the same was erected a column, on the summ.it of 
which the cage of the bird was placed: he likewise provided 
a suitable concealment for his lion in this hall, wherein he 
proposed that the principal Xeques of the Almohades should 
assemble. 

One day, therefore, that the councils and the people were 
congregated within the building, Abdelmumen ascended 
the Mimbar which had been erected for the harangues, and 
which served at the same time as the secret cage for the 
lion. Thence the Yizier of El Mehedi addressed himself to 
the people; he gave thanks to God, uttered benedictions 
on the Brophet, and extolled their departed ruler, El 
Mehedi, on whom he implored the Divine Mercy. He 
then prayed that the same might be extended over him-
self and all who heard him ; which done, he announced the 
death of their leader, and condoled with the people on the 
great loss which they, as well as he, had sustained. The 
lamentations then made among the assembled Almohades 
were very great, but Abdelmumen Ben Aly said to them : 
" Nay, but the Imaum is in a more blessed condition, and 
wishes only that among you, whom he hath left behind 
him, there shall be no discord or disunion. He desires 
that we should not yield to our passions ñor be governed 
by considerations of personal interest, but proceeding as 
becomes true Almohades, should concur to elect a Caliph 
Ameer who may defend and rule us, that our enemies do 
not destroy our empire." 

Having thus spoken, he remained silent, and while the 
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Xeques, with the rest of those present, also held their 
peace, undecided and perplexed, the bird exclaimed in a 
clear and distinct voice: " Honour, victory, and power, to 
our Lord the Caliph Abdelmumen Aben Aly, Prince of the 
Faithful; he is the defence and support of the ernpire." 

At the same moment Abdelmumen drew the fastenings 
which held the concealed door of the lion's cage, when the 
animal instantly sallied forth into the midst of the hall: 
seeing this, the whole assembly were greatly terrified, the 
animal showing its teeth, lashing its sides with its tail, 
and glaring around with eyes that sparkled as with fire. 
The frightened people would fain have fled, but none 
dared move, when Abdelmumen advancing witli calin 
serenity faced the lion, which changed its menacing attitude 
to one of great humility, as it had been instructed to do. 
After a few moments thus spent, the subjugated animal, ap-
proaching gently, caressed and licked the hands of its master. 

The Almohades, beholding that prodigy, then proclaimed 
Abdelmumen Ben Aly their Caliph with one voice, de-
claring that they neither could ñor ought to hope for a 
clearer manifestation of the Divine "Will, or of that of their 
Imaum El Mehedi. They consequently took the oath of 
allegiance to their new Caliph that same day, the lion 
following him whithersoever he went. Nay, even to the 
house of prayer did the animal accompaii} his lord; and that 
lion contributed to the exaltation of a prince who subse-
quently exalted Islam. The circumstances here described 
gave occasion to those excellent verses of Abi Aly Anas, 
wherein he has a passage to the following effect:— 

1. The fierce lion, with erected main, was thy aid to 
mount the throne. 

2. The birds take human voices to laúd thy virtues and 
proclaim thee Ameer! 

3. Well, therefore, art thou entitled to cali thyself hence-
forward, Bimrallah, King of Kings !* 

The oath of allegiance was taken to Abdelmumen by the 
three councils on Thursday the 13th day of Eamazan in 
the year 524; but the solemn and public acfc of allegiance 

* Ameer Bimrallah : king by the command of God, or by the grace 
of God.—Conde. 
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did not take place until two years afterwards, and was 
performed on Friday tlie 20th day of Eebie Primera, in 
the year 526. The oath was ñrst taken by the fifty 
Almohade Xeques ; these were followed by all the people, 
congregated for that purpose in the Aljama of Tinmaul. 
The festival was celebrated under happy auguries, and on 
that day the star of felicity which had shone so long for 
the Almorávides became obscure; nay, their fortune then 
abandoned them, seeing that the illustrious prince, whose 
exaltation is here described, obtained signal victories over 
them, and made himself master of their States. "With 
infinite glory he conquered all the land of Almagreb and 
Africa, even to Barca. The whole country of Spain, with 
its dependencies, also fell under his rule ; Abdelmumen Ben 
Aly being ultimately proclaimed sovereign of those varying 
climes in all the Almimbares of the numerous mosques. 

C H A P . X X X I I . — O F THE YICTORY OBTAINED BY KING ALEONSO OVER 
THE MOSLEMAH, AND OF THE CONSOLATORY EPISTLE SENT BY THE 
FAKIR ABY ZACARIA TO PRINCE TAXFIN, WHO HAD ESCAPED THE 
DEATH WHICH MENACED HIM. 

THE war against the Christians was meanwhile continued 
in Spain by Prince Taxfin with varying success; but he was 
finally defeated in a great battle by Alfonso, King of the 
Christians, and very few of the Almorávides escaped that 
day from his avenging sword. The Christians obtained 
possession of the Moslemah camp, the brave Taxfin main-
taining himself to the last with admirable steadiness, though 
surrounded by but few of his people and exposed to the 
fierce attacks of the enemy's cavalry, men sheathed in iron 
and shining in armour of bronze. Yet not all his eíforts 
could avail to recover the battle, although he did not suffer 
himself to be intimidated by the horrors of that cruel 
carnage, ñor disturbed by the perils in which his own 
person was placed, but retired fighting valiantly, as doth 
the wounded pard when pursued by the ardent company of 
the hunters. 
. On the occasion of this sanguinary battle, the Alcatib, or 
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secretary, of Prince Taxfin, the Paid Abu Zacaria, wrote a 
long poem in elegant verse, in which he laboured to consolé 
his lord for the defeat and misfortune of that day, and 
congratulated him on having escaped therefrom with life. 
He furthermore depicts the vicissitudes of the fortune of 
arms, the perils of war, and the stratagems used in the 
same, adding many remarks on military affairs. The letter 
of Zacaria is in substance as follows:— 

Illustrious monarch ! great and strong in arms! 
Who among all thy followers e'er hath shown 
Valour and skill in combat like to thine ? 
Who, eager to engage the faithless foe, 
Whether by hand of might or cautious wile, 
Hath proved himself thine equal in the ñeld ? 

N 

Whether at rising of the roseate morn 
Or in deep darkness of the murkiest night, 
Who like thyself, with heart that owns no fear, 
On the dread path liath held his stedfast way, 
When e'en the brayest of our brave hath owned 
Wild throbs of terror darting through his breast ? 

Yet haré our warriors proved their might of heart 
In many a fearful strife. Blood-stained and fierce, 
How rage they, eager-eyed, the battle through, 
Half hidden by the dust that is but slaked 
In the red rain of glory ! From bright dawn, 
E'en to black night, they hold them on their way, 
And yet—not night!—the lightning of their arms 
Hath formed a brighter day, and the full splendour 
Of their great deeds hath poured a fairer light, 
As, guided by the fires of holy zeal, 
They seek the Christian foe. Bold they advance 
To the dread contest of the open fíeld ! 
Or, wily now as valiant, cautious come 
To form the seeret ambush, and await 
The misbelieving horde in patient stillness. 

Now turn some few their backs upon the fight, 
Seeking with coward step their base liveo' safety.— 
Then thoufíands fall a prey to death unsparing, 
And thousands more must fall! Eut see ! our brethren 
Come rushing to their aid. With sheltering arm 
These turn the battle and oppose a front 
Firm as the rock—resistless as the torrents 
That plunge impetuous down to seek the plains 
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Now is tlie strife renewed! thick fall the blows ! 
And riven eorslets leave the bosom bare, 
As cleft beneath the ruthless stroke they fall, 
Those bright arms sounding on the startled soil. 
The frequent hoof-clang hids the seared earth tremble 
As the proud war-horse, thundering, spurus the field; 
The sharp lance reveis in the quivering flesh;' 
The sword drinks deep of gore, and mid the waves 
Of that red lake the warriors plunge amain 
(As camela, mad with tliirst, invade the streams) 
Seeking to quench their rage amidst the flow 
That gushes ceaseless forth from gaping wounds, 
Oped by the ruthless blade and ready lance. 

But theirs is thir3t that not the niglit's cool dews 
Avail to quench ; the drops that fall in blessing 
On the fair flowering mead, do but ofíend 
Their hot and dust-soiled lips ; for now the rage 
Is that of hungry and ferocious wolves 
Contending with the fierce and sullen bear. 
Blind with their fury, where they plant the foot 
They reck not, they ! and on the faithless sward 
Of that red field they fall amidst the gore ! 

The Christians near the lofty tents, and now1 

Through many a noble heart the lances pierce 
Their eager way ; high waves the flashing sword ; 
Confusion reigns around! Ñor forcé avails, 
Ñor well-planned stratagem, that oft hath changed 
The face of many a battle, seeming lost— 
Yet turned by timely craft to victory. 

Ñor thou, my king, believe that wiles of war 
Are less than laudable. The foe to blind 
By well-feigned arts is not a worthless skill, 
But hath been ever used, and ever praised, 
Since battle raged on earth. The leader sage 
And praetised in the sanguinary game 
Of glorious war, yea, captains great as thou, 
Have still invented such, and ever sought 
The aid of stratagem. O thou! the bravest 
Of all the brave who joy in thy command, 
Hear me, and let my feeble voice expound 
The lessons that experience wise hath tanght! 

l ew are thy years, but every one brings light; 
To-day thou art more wise than yesterday, 
And each new day shall see thy worth increase, 
Adding a power to that its eve beheld. 
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Ilear then my words : He who is called in youth 
To lead the ranks of war, must learn to meet 
With cheek unblenched the fíercest of the fight; 
To meet and smiling daré ; the clarion's voice 
Must learn f o list unmoved; the startling cries 
Of men that rush infuriate on their foe 
Give him no dread; the lightning flash of arms 
His eyes must brave undazzled ; the wild clangour 
Of blows, that rend the panoply and reach 
The heart beneath, his ears undaunted hear. 
The whirlwind rush of horsemen, wheeling swift 
To right—to left—before him and about 
In fierce array, must not amaze his mind. 
And he must meet the shock all undismayed, 
E'en though from every side the warriors come, 
Blood-stained and hot, in clouds of dust involved, 
Raging around him as do thunder clouds 
When the fierce elements hold angry war. 

This for the soldier; but my words are now 
Of leaders, O my king, and of such counsel 
As generáis use to take. The wiles of war 
Practised by great commanders, and such princes 
As love the lore of arms, and like thyself 
Bear the high mind of noble and of warrior. 

And now, not that I hold myself a leader 
Of practised worth in battles, shalt thou hear me, 
But that I am thy servant true, and know 
How many a famous captain hath maintained 
The glory of our Faith, by well used skill 
In these proved arts, and how full oft the field 
Hath owed its cry of ' Victory' to the power 
Obtained by timely craft. Wherefore, Oh king, 
I proffer to thine ear these counsels grave, 
Which I do pray thee hear with favouring mind. 

Seek ever for thy camp the fairest ground, 
Give it broad space, with entrance and with exit 
Well placed and fitly guarded. Shouldst thou fear 
The sudden onslaught of a practised foe, 
Trench it around with deep and ampie fosse. 
If in the field thou followest on the track 
Of flying enemies—or, in tl¿y turn 
Art by the same pursued—see that thou leave 
No field, no hamlet undestroyed. Swift fly 
Thy light-armed troopers through the neighbouring lauda, 
Burning the towns, and from outlying farni3 
Bearing all product. Feign thou oft assault, 
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Which shall but scare the foe, and not assail. 
Frequent and bright let fires the night illume 
Around the camp where thou liastmade thy lair. 
And still by day let veiling smoke arise 
In lofty columns round thy well-watched leaguer, 
And on the heights that circumscribe thy seat. 
Useful are all these feignings, they maintain 
Fear in the foe, and keep his harassed bands 
In ceaseless watchfulness of that worst kind 
That breeds anxiety, and makes him dread 
To push his boldness further : these give check 
Ful! oft to such incursions as might else 
llave proved thy bañe, and worked thee utmost woe. 

Within thy camp, do thou permit no place 
To hordes of worthless idlers. To the battle 
Lead none but him, the brave and hardy soldier 
Whose arm 3hall prove thy stay. Him only take 
Who looks to gain the guerdon of his valour 
From his king's favouring hand, or in that life 
Where Paradise provides him joys eternal. 

Ere thou dost offer battle to the foe, 
Do thou dispose thy troops upon the field 
With ampie verge and space ; or, if thy flank 
Present thee place for ambush, be tliat slielter 
Not lightlv disregarded. Thy cióse bands 
Place in no narrow way, wlierein thy movements 
May suffer lack of space. Still less endure 
To lose the valué of thy horse by choice 
Of such position, or of any site 
Where thy bold cavalry impede the action 
Of the brave foot, destroying their effect, 
And leaving thus thy battle shorn of half 
The forcé that it should offer to the foe. 

Be strong on every side that forms thy host, 
The front, the rear, the ílanks: all four be guarded ; 
And let thy. good reserve be also cared for 
With heedful mind that leaves no point unmarked. 

The general's place is in the midst. The life 
And soul of all is he, and his due stand 
Is in the centre. As the human heart, 
Which gives to all the frame vigour and movement, 
So is the captain, and should so be placed. 
Thy generáis to the front despatch, for they 
Are as the eyes and guides to all the host. 
Let those who follow in the foremost ranka 
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Be ever of the bravest and most practised 
In all the terrors and the toils of war. 

The more conspicuous ensigns of thy state 
Do not thou wear in battle, Oh, my king : 
Suffice it thee that thou art known to those 
Of thine immediate following, and the few 
Who bear thy high commandments through the host. 

Hast thou the greater power, then hide thou that 
From the proudfoe. But is his might the greater, 
Seek to deceive him, and beware of ambush. 
For much doth love the Infidel the wiles 
Of that deceit. 

Ere the stern fíght begins 
Look well to what is in thy rear. Deep marshes 
And fordless rivers never can be there 
But to thy peril. See too that no fort 
Bestriets thy backward path, and in retreat 
Let the fírm rear-guard well perform its task. 
For he who holds compact his forcé, retiring 
Shalt oft become the assailant, and again 
Facing the enemy, ensure defeat 
To him who thought the victory in his hand, 
As oft our noble captains well have proved. 

When, doubtful of thy forcé, thou seest the issue 
Of battle menacing, and canst not hope 
To cali thyself the conqueror, let delay, 
Concealed with art, assist thee. Show no terror, 
But lingering long till evening hours approach 
Then first begin the fight. When once engaged 
Let no weak fears be visible. Faint lieart 
Let none detect in thee: for if thy fears 
Be marked by those thou leadest, be thou sure 
That blank dismay shall seize them, and thy bands 
Eouted shall fly the field. If in deep ways 
And narrow defiles thou thy foe engage, 
Keep well thy ranks together, the last files 
Holding compact: thus the determined fight 
Equal slialt thou maintain. Let blow on blow , 
Fall fast and fierce ; let thousand deaths surround thee; 
Yet blench not thou. Nay, fan the fierce fíame higher, 
As whirlwinds raise the clouds to heaven. Thy swords 
Let them be gleams of lightning, and thy lances 
Cease not from piereing liearts. Now rage the warriors 
Tearing eacli other as do ravening wolves 
Or bears in maddest fury. Thou meanwhile, 
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Thy watchful eye well guarding every point, 
Shalt care for all, and that which best shall aid them 
Provide with sleady forethought, swift, and sure. 

So shalt thou win the general's highest ñame, 
And so arrive at that which is the summit 
Of hope, fair Victory, aim of thy desire. 

If in the fight some fault hath been committed, 
But not with ill intent, let not the man 
Who thus hath erred in service, feel thine anger; 
And show him not those looks that wound the heart. 
His general's glance of anger deeply grieves 
The brave man's soul, but if no act of mark 
Thou more canst hope from him who once hath failed thee, 
Confíde the work to hands of greater power, 
But never let those darkened looks appear 
Which tell too clearly of a mind disturbed. 
When these the general shows, his prudent followers 
Note them, and there are those who with sharp words, 
That wound as keenest swords, will scornful say, 
" Hast thou the leader's troubled aspect marked ?" 
Yet thou, O noble race of oíd Zanliaga, 
When hath thy heart known fear ? when hath base thought 
Of terror found an entrance to thy breast ? 
Sons of the Desert! are ye not as lions 
Who roam the waste with watchful eyes, and guard 
With equal care green vale and dusky wood ? 
What, then, hath seized the King ? Have ye, then, failed 
In auglit that duty craves, or to his banners 
Proved treacherous, that his eyes are frowning thus ?" 

The prudent general sees, but shows not all: 
The valiant leader forms the quick resolve,— 
And his resolves are firm. He knows no fear, 
Ñor will he turn his baek in shameless ílight. 
But evil chance may well befall the bravest ; 
Nay doth, as late we proved. Man, who is mortal, 
Cannot be always happy. One alone, 
Thy grandsire Juzef, held the power to chain 
IJnstable fortune: on his banners only 
Hath victory hung unmoved, until the day 
When Allah granted equal fate to him, 
Aly thy father, but to none beside. 

Of this there still are memories, such as time 
Can ne'er efface. But wherefore hast thou failed, 
-The brave and generous Taxfin—changeful Fortune? 
•The noble, liberla, humane, and just, 
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Beneficent to all, and ever good,— 
How couldst thou fly, capricious power, and turn 
To grace his enemy, who in our loss 
H a t h found advantage ? E'en thine eyes should weep 
For his misfortune; sinee his heart hath found 
Strengtli to subdue the suffering it hath felt, 
And thou liast not beheld the grief he bears ! 

W h o but must marvel at an age so tender 
To fmd so much of forcé ? The grievous chance 
Of fell defeat, the combat wild and fierce, 
The cruel carnage, have not power to move 
His constant heart. Wi th aspect still serene, 
And firmest will, he gives his high commands, 
Bisposing all things in those moments dread 
As in the calm of sweet security. 
Yet all the pressure of the stern occasion 
H e saw, and felt, and mourned. I t s perils all, 
And grave results in future times, lay clear 
Before his ken; yet left him unappalled. 

Then too, when all was ended, to the guilty 
A generous pardon did he not extend ? 
Proof of his soul's true greatness : who save he 
H a d shunned to meet the justly earned reproof, 
Whose righteousness the sufferer's self must own ? 

One word of counsel more. Oh, noble Taxfin, 
Well doth it suit the purposes of war 
At times to send false summons through thy camp 
Of forcé superior in the foe, of wiles 
That he prepares to practise, of attacks 
Nightly to be expected, of surprises 
And fierce assaults in darkness ; for thy people, 
Accustomed thus to thouglit of constant peril, 
Shall learn to brave the danger when it comes 
I n t ru th and presence. When the night obscure 
Brings the fierce enemy around thy camp, 
They who might else have filled thy soldiers' liearts 
W i t h dread and fear, now, meeting brave repulse, 
And, in their turn assailed, shall fly dismayed 
Prom thy brave troopers, and their lances' point 
Shall mark the shouldcra of the bailled train. 

And now bethink thee ; hast thou not full oft 
Wrung victory from the banners of the foe ? 
Hast thou not called thyself lord of his holds, 
And made his land thy conquest. Of his captains 
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Hast thou not seen the bravest ñee before thee, 
And brought his most renowned and noblest leaders 
To yield them to thy sword ? Yea, and full of t ! 

Illustrious youth, thou art our best of blessings ; 
Thy life is all our hope ; thy future triumphs 
And radiant victories mate glad the liearts 
Of all who love thee. Thou, and only thou, 
Art the delight and treasure of thy people; 
I n thee we fínd our best and fírmest hold. 

Joy to the world, and to the nations joy! 
For thou art safe. We offer gratulations 
To-all for that great blessing. Thou art safe! 
And lo ! methinks I see the enemy 
Already changed in fate! Who shall declare 
That yet he may not yield ? The rocks and mountains 
May well fall on him ; eagles and fierce vultures 
May fitly tear the heart of him who fain 
Would bring our country to the dismal plight 
That not in all the land of Spain should breathe 
One soul to sound the praises of our God. 

Thrice noble Taxfin, Allah grants that thou 
Shalt still remain to be thy people's hope, 
Their shíeld, and the protection of Ilis Law. 
May God preserve thee—may the mighty hand 
Which guardeth all who well invoke His aid, 
Placing in Him alone their trust and hope, 
Be still thy guard, Oh joy of all thy people! 

C H A P . X X X I I I . — W A R S IN ÁFRICA BETWEEN THE ALMOHADES AND 
THE ALMORAVIDES. WARS IN SPAIN BETWEEN THE MOSLEMAH AND 
THE CHRISTIANS. EULOGIUM OF THE ALMORAVIDES AND THEIR 
CHIEFS. 

IN the year 524, and in the moon Xaban of that year, Abu 
Meruan Abdelmelic, called Amad Dolah, King of Saragossa, 
died in his fortress of Kot-Alyehud, which is sitúate in the 
East of Spain. That inaccessible stronghold, the asylum 
and common retreat of the kings his ancestors, had long 
been the residence of Amad-Dolah, who was utterly abhorred 
by his subjeets, on account of the compact and alliance into 
which he had entered with the King of the Christians, 

VOD. I I . D D 
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Alfonso Ben Baymond Asulatain ; nay, they could not 
endure with patience the sight of their sovereign presenting 
gifts to the ruler of the Infidels, and assisting him in his 
wars with the Almorávides. 

Abu Giafar Ahmed, called Seif-Dolah, succeeded to his 
father, Amad-Dolah, in the administration of the state, and 
in the evil counsels which had disgraced the previous reign; 
ñor had he been three years on the throne before he had 
made over to the enemy all the fortresses by which the 
eastern frontier of Spain had to that time been defended. 
He called himself Almostansir* Billab, and Almostainf 
Billah; but God did not see fit either to aid him or favour 
him, because of bis base and cowardly alliance _ with the 
Christians ; wherefore the dynasty of the Beni-Hud, so 
powerful in earlier times, was seen to arrive at its cióse in 
his person. 

In Africa, the war between the Almorávides and the 
Almohades was commenced anew by Abdelmumen Aben 
Aly : that sovereign having first taken order for the good 
government of Tinmaul and the tribes dependent on his 
rule, then wrote to his Xeques, convoking them to the field, 
and assembling his people with the determination to renew 
the Holy War against the King of Morocco. He took 
counsel with his generáis as to the mode in which he might 
most advantageously employ his troops, and> resolved at 
length to direct their march on the Comarcas of Alziga. 

That question decided, Abdelmumen left his city of 
Tinmaul with thirty thousand men, departing from the gates 
on Thursday, the 24th of the moon Bebie Primera, in the 
year 526. He made rapid progress in the district which he 
first assailed, taking possession ofthe towns and subjugating 
the people with but slight resistance. Over the tribes by 
whom he was to a certain extent opposed, Abdelmumen 
also obtained victory after victory, and made conquest upon 
conquest. Entering the territory of Tésala, he occupied 
the city of Derva, subjugating to his arms the inhabitants of 
Velad Tifar, Velad Eezan, Velad Guyuza, and other districts; 
after which he passed forward until he had attained the 

* The assisted of Grod. f The favoured of God. 
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city of Morocco itself, before which he fíxed his camp, in 
the moon Xewal, of the same year 526. 
^ Having assaulted the walls of the capital during several 
kavs, Abdelmumen Ben Aly then passed on to Velad Tedula, 
which he took by storm; he next directed his march on 
IJerat, and from that city he proceeded to the town of Sale. 
W ben the inhabitants of the last-named place heard that he 
was approaching, they carne peacefully forth to meet him, 
oíienng him their allegiance, and placing themselves beneath 
the shelter of his faith and protection. Abdelmumen there-
upon took possession of the city, which he entered on 
Saturday, the 24th of the moon Dylhagia, in the year 525. 
J n t b e following year, the victorious leader continued his 
ponquests, and before the cióse of the year 527 he had sub-
jugated all the district of Teze. 

In Spain, the Ameer Taxfin continued to make war upon 
the Christians, with whom he was engaged in a fierce con-
test upon all his frontiers; but the astute Alfonso Ben 
Baymund succeeded by means of the wicked treaties made 
with him by Almostansir Billah Abu Giafar Ahmed Ben 

F A ^ ^ i n g Saragossa, in obtaining possession 
oí Alyehud, with many other very important fortresses 

eastern Spain. Almostansir Billah received in return a 
large portion of the territory of Toledo, with the half of 
that city, and to this agreement, which was made in the 
jnoon of Dylcada, and the year 527* Abu Giafar Almos-
tansir-was moved, principally by the fear lest his own sub-
iects in their abhorrence of his treaties and alliances wifch 
ne King Alfonso Ben Baymond, should surrender those 
rtresses t o Almorávides. He was besides apprehen-

sive that he should not be able to maintain himself in his 
aovereignty of the states transmitted to him by his fathers, 
i that tyrant should deprive him of his friendship, as he not 
untrequently threatened to do. 

iflated by these advantages, which rendered him very 
powerful on the shores of the Cinga and Seguirá, the 

of Allah, even Alfonso Ben Baymond, sallied forth 
With a well-appointed army from Mekinesa, and advanced 
n f r

 T l l l s l s t l l e date given by Abdel Halim. Alcodai, on the contrary 
1 ' ' ras;;\at t h e s e treaties were madein 534 : but Alfonso Ben Raymond 
was not then living.—Condé. 
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to Medina Fraga, to which city he laid cióse siege. This 
place is of great strength by the natural disposition of the 
site, being constructed on the summit of a range of rocks 
which are cut through in many parts by torrents ; the 
bravery of the Moslemah by whom it was defended, added 
greatly, moreover, to that strength, insomuch that Alfonso 
could do nothing of importance, and the siege was much 
prolonged. In the skirmishes which were occasionally 
fought, there were sanguinary and obstínate contests 
between those of the Christian camp and the Moslemah, 
not a few of whom then obtained the rewards of martyrdom. 
At this time the "Wali of Lérida was Aben Gania; and that 
leader, knowing what was passing at the siege of Medina 
Fraga, went forth with a chosen body of cavalry to cut off 
the enemy's supplies and intercept whatever provisions 
might be proceeding to the camp of the Christians. Then 
it pleased God that on a certain day, when the Moslemah of 
Medina Fraga were engaged in one of those combats with 
the Christians which have before been alluded to, aud had 
assailed the enemies of Allah in their own camp, that the 
cavalry and other forces led by Aben Gania approached the 
scene of strife. The King Alfonso, perceiving that body 
of liorsemen coming towards his camp at full speed with 
the manifest purpose of attacking his people, drew off a part 
of the Christian host, and marched out to meet Aben Gania: 
but his troops could not withstand the impetuous onset of 
the new comers. Those valiant Almorávides broke and de-
feated the Christians, who fled dismayed and routed after a 
horrible slaughter, very few of them escaping the death. 
That cruel destróyer of the Moslemah, King Alfonso, him-
self was among the first of the slain, and the field remained 
•eovered with corpses to be the food of wild beasts and birds 
<y£ prey. Then Aben Gania wrote an account of that fortú-
nate event and glorious victory to the Ameer Taxfin, who 
xejoiced much in the relation thus transmitted to him. The 
<iáy of Fraga became one of renown among the faithful, and 
not without good cause ; neither was it forgotten by the 
Christians. This important battle was fought in the 
year 528. 

But the fortune in arpis of Aly Ben Juzef, King of 
Morocco, was altogether the contrary to that implied by 
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tlie battle of Traga, and bis Almoravide generáis were per-
petually compelled to yield to the forces of Abdelmumen 
Sen Aly, Prince of the Almohades. The continual defeats 
thus endured by King Aly, the subjugation of his provinces, 
and the calamities inseparable from' an unsuccessful war, ex-
hausted the vast treasures of Aly Ben Juzef, while the 
revenues and imposta were grievously diminished by the loss 
of so many Gabilas ; and to add to the general distress, a 
great famine afflicted the whole land of Mauritania, where 
the oppressed people began to give evidence of much 
discontent. 

In this xnournful condition of things, certain of the noble 
Almorávides advised their King to declare his son, the 
Prince Taxfin, the future sovereign of the ernpire, since all 
men knew that Ameer to be a man of great understanding, 
as well as infinite bravery. He was besides very famous for 
the exploits and deeds of arms which he had performed in 
Andalusia ; nay, many experienced generáis were found to 
affirm of Prince Taxfin that if ho had been supplied with 
due succours ofmen from Africa, hisvalour and persistencé, 
With his long practice in war, must have insured the subju-
gation of all Spain from sea to sea. I t was furthermore 
added, that in all his encounters and battles with the Chris-
tians he had never been defeated but once—even that once 
being by an accident, and with heavy loss to the enemy. 
King Aly therefore agreed to that proposal,.and sent letters 
to Prince Taxfin, desiring him to pass over at once into Africa, 
where the necessities of the times demanded his presence, 
which was more especially required to oppose the new King 
ot the Almohades, who was going through the land 
triumphant and victorious. 

In the year 528, Abdelmumen Ben Aly solemnised the 
festival of his accession to empire, and assembling the 

pmUCS tbe tribes who owed him obedience in his city 
ot linmaul, he was there proclaimed Ameer Amuminin, or 
-tnnee ofthe Moslemah. He likewise commanded that new 
money should be then coined, and in honour of El Mehedi 
ne determined that his ñame should be placed thereon. The 
süver coin bore on one side, " There is no God but Allah ; 
all empire is in God; there is no power but in God!"' 
with the phrases that follow, on the other: " Allah is our 
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Lord; Muhamad our Apostle ; El Mehedi our Imaum!" 
and further to distinguish his eoins from those of the Almo-
rávides, Abdelmumen caused those now in question to be 
made of a square form. These things being done, the new 
sovereign departed to the district of Teze, where, in the year 
529, he founded the city of Eabaut-Teze, in the planning 
and arrangement of wliich he employed the whole of the 
year. 

Prince Taxfin was meanwhile continuing his campaigns 
against the Christians with tolerably good fortune, and in 
the year 530, having encountered them at Eohos Atia, he 
engaged them in a sanguinary battle, wherein they were 
defeated with fearful loss; he likewise took many captives 
and much spoil, recovering at the same time a considerable 
number of the fortresses which had been held by the 
Christians. 

In that same year of 530, the Wali of Granada, Mu-
hamad Ben Said Ben Jaser, who governed that city for the 
Almorávides, built a magnifícent house therein, which was 
constructed entirely of marble, insomuch that it appeared 
to be a royal palace. He likewise made delicious gardens, 
adorned with numerous fountains whose vases were of 
jasper and alabaster. 

In the year 531, Prince Taxfin made an incursión on the 
territory of Huebte and Alarcon, when the city of Cuenca 
rebelled against the Almorávides and attacked the garrison. 
The prince therefore entered that place likewise sword in 
hand, after an obstínate resistance ; and having finally taken 
the citadel by assault, he put all the inhabitants to death, 
without sparing a man. I twas at this time that the Ameer 
received those letters from Africa wherein his father de-
scribed to him the deplorable condition of the Almoravide 
dpminions in that country, summoning Prince Taxfin to his 
aid, and expressing the hope and confidence of ameliora-
tion to be eflected by his bravery and good fortune. 

About the same period, Abu Talib Ábdelgebar of Xucar 
composed certain verses,* in which he celebrated the praises 
of the Almorávides, and more especially those of the illus-

* These verses would seem to have been written after the death of 
l ung Aly, the father of Taxfin.—Conde. 
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trious Prince Taxfin Ben Aly Aben Juzef. These are such 
that for their excellence they xnerit to be made known to 
posterity, and are in substance to the following effect:— 

When Allah, the All-powerful and Eternal, 
Was pleased to honour this most sacred War 
By glorious exaltation and inerease, 
He caused the minds of mortals to unite 
In choice of a great leader, in whose guidanee 
The warriors of Islam might walk secure. 

Who was the chief thus chosen ? Who but he, 
The noble seion of a glorious race, 
Prince Taxfin, of great sires the worthy son. 
í a i r rose he on the world, as the clear dawn 
Dispersing niglit and darkness—fair and bright 
As crystal waters, which the morning breeze 
Kefreshing cools, whose lucent fount within 
No breath or spot of aught less puré may enter 
Than that resplendent lymph, and whose free draught 
Eestoreth him whose fainting lip was losing 
E'en to the breath of life, yet here revives 
To new-born hope and strength. 

Such the exalted youth, and such his advent— 
The true descendant he of Abu Jakoub, 
W h o came as comes the eagle fíerce, his fliglifc 
Winging to far Zalacca. Blest the day, 
And ever blessed be the memory 
Of that most glorious field! The strong right hand 
Of Abu Jakoub waved the conquering sword, 
And victory closed her pinions on his banner. 

Oh, Thou who didst bestow that joy-bright day, 
Thou Allah, who alone canst such bestow, 
Once more behold us, and again extend 
A gift of equal gladness. Oh, proud Giuma! 
Oh, day of bliss ! wherein the Law Divine, 
Scorned by the arrogant Infidel, aróse 
In terrible vengeance, and the Misbeliever 
Called to a day of judgment! Prone they fell, 
Their vile heaps festering on the loathing eartli 
•That late they proudly spurned in pride of power. 

Then what availed thy boasted might, Alfonso ? 
Wliat thy fíerce anger, when the great decree 
Had once gone forth ? On diamond tableta borne, 
The evcr-during will of Allah stood 
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Immutable, the Faithful warriors guarding, 
And pouring the red lightnings of grim war , 
Amid the Christian hordes, consuming all 
As doth the living fire. 

Tea, as of oíd, hath Allah fixed Islam 
On fírm foundations, free and still secure. 
By night, by day, at dawn, or by dim eve, 
Whithersoe'er it list him to abide, 
The Moslemah may bend his steps at will 
Through all the land, to part or to remain 
At his good pleasure. 

The bridle of the state from Juzef s hand 
To that of his great son, the generous Aly, 
"VVas next transferred. Aly, the wise and good, 
The just and prudent, who pursued the steps 
Of his exalted sire, inheriting 
The heart of Juzef, if not all the fortune 
That waited on the first of those high Caliphs! 

Then carne to rule our land the valiant son 
Of Aly, noble Taxfin. As the lion 
That rages while the hunters throng around him 
And press him cióse, so, bravest of .the brave, 
Is he our Lord. But evil times assail us : 
Ambitious tyrants throng to work him woe; 
While his own vassals, bold, misproud, and fierce, 
Bare to perturb still more the land : they raise 
The standard of rebellion, and usurp 
The powers that he alone should wield. Great Allah ! 
Thou the Omnipotent, these inany ills, 
These wrongs, this violenee, this rancorous hato, 
And dark inj ustice,—all await from Thee 
Their longed-for remedy. Thy hand alone 
Hath power to do us right. 

C H A P . X X X I Y . — O F THE INSTTRRECTION IN ALGARVE. OE THE EE-
BELLION I N S E V I L L E , V A L E N C I A , AND OTIIER PARTS. 

No long time liad elapsed after the departure from Spain of 
the Ameer, Taxfin Aben Aly, when summoned, as above re-
lated, to Africa, by the King his father, before the fire of 
insurrection against the Almorávides began to kindle in 
Spain, the first sparks of the same were seen to glow in 
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Algarve; and the primal cause thereof took its birth on this 
wise:— 

A native of the province of Xilbe, Ahmed Ben Husein 
Ben Cosai, called also Abul Casim Bumi, having sold his 
patrimony in the days of his youth, then travelled into divers 
parts, and being at Almería he there listened to the teach-
mgs of the renowned Alarif, which having done, Ahmed 
Ben Husein returned to his village, where he began to 
preach the doctrines of Algazali, which had been condemned 
by the government in Spain, as well as in Africa, as before 
related. He soon assembled a considerable number of com-
panions and followers ; whereupon he assumed the appella-
tion of Imaum, and subsequently repairing to Seville, this 
Ahmed Aben Husein there increased the amount of his 
mfluence to a great extent. In the commeneement of the 
year 539, this man, with all his followers, joined the band 
ot Muhamad Ben Yahye of Saltis, known also as Aben 
Alcabela,and who called himself Mustafa, he also possessing 
a large number of followers and admirers. At a word, these 
•nen found means to infuse their doctrines into the minds of 
A -u distinguished among the youth of Algarve, when 
Ahmed Ben Husein suggested to his people that it would 
be well they should make themselves masters, either by fraud 
? r í°rce, of Calat Mertula, which was the strongest fortress 
]n Algarve. 

To that end, about seventy men concealecl themselves in 
the suburbs of Mertula, wh'ich they entered separately by 
night-time, and in a manner which caused no suspicion in 
the inhabitants. Being thus assembled, they fixed Thurs-
aay, the 12th day of the' moon Safer, in the above-mentioned 
year of 539, for the period of their a t tempt; and at dawn of 
that day they attacked the gates of the fortress, which they 
•torced and éntered, slaying the guards by whom they were 
defended. 

Now it had been previously agreed that the people 
ot Jabura and of Xelbe should come to the aid of Ahmed 
Aben Husein Ben Cosai in this matter, and accordingly they 

appeared, led on by Muhamad Ben Omar Ben Almondar 
Abul Walid, a youth descended from one of the most 
noble families of Xelbe; he was a son of Mezuar of Xelbe, 
where he had first seen the day, but had been brought up 
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and educated even from his childhood in Seville, where he 
was much remarked for his learning and the nobility of his 
descent. 

But Almondar Abul "Walid was so profoundly devoted to 
the new doctrines and the sect of Algazali, that in the 
fervour of his youth he retired to the solitude of a desert 
waste, on the shores of the sea at Babat Baihena, [haviug 
first giveu his patrimony in alms to the poor. This youth 
was one of the most ardent followers of Ahmed Aben ELusein 
Aben Cosai, to whose band he now attached himself, and 
whose cause he zealously promoted in his own country of 
Xelbe. 

Muhamad Ben Omar Ben Almondar was assisted by Abu 
Muhamad Sid-Eai, a son of the Vizier of Jabura, who had 
been the friend of his childhood and youth; ancl both these 
nobles united themselves publicly to the band of Aben Cosai 
within less than a rconth after he had taken possession of 
Calat Mertula; that is to say, in the beginning of the moon 
of Bebie Segunda, in the year 539. 

Muhamad Almondar and Abu Muhamad Sid-Eai, being 
men of much distinction, soon brought after them large 
numbers of the people, many of whom had long felt 
oppressed and been rendered discontented by the insolence 
of the Almorávides. With these, the leaders now therefore 
determined on the conquest of other fortresses, and pro-
ceeded accordingly to Hisn Mergec, a stronghold in the 
district of Xelbe, where the Almorávides had entrenched 
themselves very strongly. But Ahmed Ben Husein Aben 
Cosai led his forces with much valour, and conducting the 
assault with infinite ability, he defeated the troops opposed 
to him, slaying great numbers of them ; he then entered the 
citadel sword in hand, the few w ho escaped fiying to Medina 
Beja with the news of that downfall. 

Then the Almoravide garrison which held the last-
mentioned city, believing themselves to be menaced with 
a similar fate, resolved on immediate departure: they re-
quired safe conduct from the inhabitants to pass into Seville; 
and had no sooner abandoned Medina Beja than Muhamad 
Ben Omar Ben Almondar Abul Walid took possession of 
that fortress with the troops which had been confided to him 
by Muhamad Sid-Eai, son of the Yizier of Jabura. 
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, Now Muhamad Ben Ornar did not fail to find many of 
his partizans in the city of Beja; among others his brother 
Ahmed Ben Almondar* with Abdallah Ben Aly Ben Samail. 
Ñor did the chief of the insurrection, Ahmed 'Husein Aben 
Cosai, long delay to join him there; and even Sid-Bai, the 
son of the Yizier, soon afterwards arrived. To the latter, 
Aben Cosai, induced by his reputation for ability and by 
the authoritv of his position, gave the command of 
Medina Beja, while he bestowed the Waliate of Xelbe on 
Omar Ben Almondar. 

There subsequently aróse some discord and misunder-
standing between these two leaders : but Aben Cosai 
requiring them to appear before him at Calat Mertula, con-
trived to set these at rest, and the generáis became good 
friends once more, or at least they controlled the expression 
of their resentment, and appeared to be so. Omar Ben 
Almondar then returned to his government, and assembling 
troops from Oksonoba, to whom he joined all that he could 
muster in Xelbe, with a considerable number from Merida, 
he once more returned to Ahmed Husein Aben Cosai, with 
whose army he united his forces. The chief subsequently 
made Omar Ben Almondar generalissimo of his host and 
administrator of the country, giving him a share in the 
state, and conferring on him the title of Aziz Billah. 

The success of their first undertaking having emboldened 
these leaders to attempt further aggressions, they deter-
mined to proceed to the Guadiana, and sitting down before 
Huelbe, they laid siege to that place, of which they ob-
tained possession without much difficulty. They tiience 
passed on to Libia, which they also besieged, assaulting the 
place with numerous machines and engines of war. Here 
there came to the camp of Aben Husein and Omar an 
accession to their strength in new troops, these last joining 
their party from Algarve. Many obstinate combats were 
then fought, but Aben Cosai finally obtained possession of 
the fortress of Libia also, and this he did by means of the 
intelligence which he had found means to establish between 
himself and the Alcayde of the place, even Juzef Ben Ahmed 
L1 Pedruchi, who had become discontented with the state 
of things then prevailing, and who, joining himself to the 
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party of the rebels, placed a tower which was defended by 
the Almorávides in their hands, when the troops of Aben 
Cosai soon became masters of the place. 

The good fortune of that result infused boldness into the 
hearts of those led by Aben Cosai, and encouraged their 
chief to direct his march against the territory of Seville: 
he entered the Comarca of the last-named city accordingly: 
this was then under the command of the Ameer Abu 
Zacaria Yahye Ben Aly Aben Cania, by whom every 
measure that could be taken for the defence of the place and 
its inhabitants was at once adopted : but the host of Aben 
Cosai departing from Libia, made their way without impedi-
ment to Hisn Alcazar and Tolliata, which are the principal 
fortresses of that Amelia, and both of which they took. 
The forcé now commanded by Aben Cosai was very large, 
and the news of his success had been noised abroad through 
all Spain. The report of his new acquisitions, more especiaüy 
those last mentioned, contributed much to the increase o"f 
his power; and having reached Hisn Azahar, he overran the 
Comarcas of Seville, taking possession of Atrayana, which 
eurrendered after a short resistance. 

Now the general-in-chief of the Almoravide forces in 
Spain, Abu Zacaria Yahye Ben Aly Aben Gania, was then 
at Cordova, and when intelligence of these things was 
brought to him, he had at once assembled troops with intent 
to put a stop to the disorders in the Algarve and restrain 
the boldness of the rebels ; but being informed of the oecu-
pation of Libia by Ahmed Husein Aben Cosai, he had first 
marched his forces in that direction. 

The rebels, who had taken possession of Atrayana, were 
instantly made aware that the "Wali Aben G-ania was ad-
vancing to dispossess them; Aben Cosai having partizans in 
every district, by whom he was constantly informed of all 
that took place. But as the Wali, even Abu Zacaria Ben 
Aly Aben Gania, approached, so did the rebel captain, Omar 
Ben Almondar, retire, and at length, not daring to await 
the Almoravide General longer, Almondar recrossed the 
Guadiana in full flight. Aben Gania then pursued the re-
treating army with eager speed, and overtaking them while 
at no great distance from the river, a battle ensued, in which 
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the "Wali broke and defeated his opponents, slaying large 
numbers in the battle as well as in the subsequent pursuit, 
wherein he likewise made many captives. 

The night after his defeat Omar Ben Almondar arrived 
at Libia, which he did his best to strengthen and prepare 
íor the siege that he saw to be imminent: he was there 
joined by the Alcayde Juzef Ben Ahmed El Pedruchi, who 
repaired to his assistance from Xelbe. Two days later ap-
peared the* "Wali Aben Gania, and laid siege to the city, 
which defended itself well, making bold sallies and inflicting 
not a few surprises on the camp of the besiegers, between 
whom and the troops of Omar Ben Almondar many obstí-
nate skirmishes were fought. 

But the season, which was that of winter, proved un-
favourable to the forces of Aben Gania, who were exposed 
to all the inclemencies thereof, and suffered greatly: their 
general maintained the siege, nevertheless, during three 
months, at the end of which time he received intelligence to 
the effect that the people of Cordova had assassinated the 
Cadi of their city, having been incited to revolt by Abu 
Giafar Hamdain Ben Muhamad Ben ITamdain, who had 
assembled them in the Great Algarve on Thursday, the 5th 
day of Eamazan, in the year 539, and having obtained pos-
session of the city, had assumed the title of Ameer Almanzor 
Billah. 

These news compelled Aben Gania to raise the siege of 
Libia, and he struck his camp accordingly, directing the 
niarch of his troops upon Seville. On the way he was 
furthermore informed that the people of Valencia, whose 
Wali was his own nephew, Abu Muhamad Abdallah, the 
son of his brother, Muhamad Ben Aly Aben Gania, had 
also risen in rebellion. The letters of Abu Muhamad, in-
íorming his únele of this fact, declared that neither his 
own authority ñor that of the Cadi of the city had availed 
to prevent the insurrection. 

JN OW the Cadiazgo of Cordova was at that time held by 
Meruan Ben Abdallah Ben Meruan Abul Melic, who had 
been appointed to his office by the Ameer Taxfin Ben Aly 
on the 24th day 0f the moon Dylhagia, in the year 538; 
and the letters of the "Wali Abu Muhamad described that 
magistrate as ascending the tribune and speaking to the 
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people with great energy and eloquence, setting before them 
the great services performed by the Almorávides in the holy 
wars which they had maintained against the Christians: he 
reminded them of the aid which those warriors had brought 
to G-ezira, and how Valencia itself had by them been de-
livered from the hands of the Infidels. But all these 
exhortations had remained without effect, and been as words 
preached to the desert. The "Wali added, that rfeither had 
he himself found it possible to restrain the people, or even 
to hold them in^check with his Almoravide troops, insomuch 
that he had been compelled to escape with his family in the 
night, and to proceed with all the speed of his horses to 
Xativa, whither he had arrived at dawn of Wednesday, the 
18th of Ramazan, and where he had fortified himself with 
his followers as best he might. 

These letters, with those which he subsequently received, 
caused the general Abu Zacaria Aben Gania much anxiety, 
and the rather as at the same time the provinces of Murcia, 
Almería, and Malaga were also in revolt, the people of the 
last-mentioned city having compelled their Wali, Almanzor 
Ben Muhamad Ben Alhág, to retire with his Almorávides 
into the Alcazaba,* where they had held them vigorously 
besieged during seven months. All these things alarmed 
the Wali Abu Zacaria Yahye Ben Aly Aben Gania to so 
great a degree, that he not only lost all hope of their bring-
ing the war in Algarve to a favourable issue, and tranquil-
lizing that country, but even began to fear that all Spain 
would soon be wrenched from the Almorávides, seeing that 
commotions and insurrections were now rife in all the pro-
vinces of the land. 

Induced by these convictions, Abu Zacaria Aben Gania 
now wrote to his brother, Muhamad Aben Aly Aben Gania, 
commanding him to depart from Seville with the ships and 
troops of the Almorávides, and joining to these whatever 
he could find in Almería, to set sail for the Majorcas, which 
he was furthermore directed to occupy and strengthen to 
the utmost of his power, seeing that there was no longer 
security for them in Spain. This Muhamad Ben Aly Aben 
Gania accordingly accomplished without loss of time; but 

* Alcazaba : the Citadel. 
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011 the departure of the ships from Seville, the Alcayde of 
the frontier, Abdallah Ben Maymon, found meaus to raise 
himself to the command of the city, when he perfidiously 
put to death the Almorávides who had been left behind, witíi 
not a few of the citizens, who had endeavoured to oppose 
themselves to his tyrannical violence. 

In Almería, on the same occasion, Abdallah Ben Mardanis 
rose m rebellion, and made himself master of that city; 
while m Cordova the tumultuous and disorderly people de-
Posed the rebel Wali, Abu Giafar Ben Hamdain, after 
iourteen days of authority, being moved thereto by the 
plottmgs and insidious gifts of a party which had risen in 
lavour of Seif-Dolah Ahmed Aben Hud, King of Saragossa 
and eastern Spain, who was then on the frontiers of Toledo, 
where he dwelt in league with and under the protection of 
the Christians. The royal descent of Seif-Dolah, his great 
cralt, and ímmense riches, went far to produce this move-
jnent among the people of Cordova, and much facilitated 
nis reception by that light-minded populace, whose easily-
won voices proclaimed him king, with the title of Alrno-
stansir Billah, which they bestowed on him at the same 

He made his entry into Cordova accordingly and 
was received with many acclamations. Yet at the end of a 
week from his accession, the new sovereign was compelled 
ro Jeave the city, seeing that the inhabitants were already 
weary 0f him and of the violences exercised by his followers. 
ruf r e t i r e d to the stronghold of Boronehulios ; 

or had he done so before the time, seeing that his Yizier, 
Ranche, who had been detained in Cordova and had not 
ccompanied the king, was torn to pieces by the inconstant 

E n a s t e ^ ^ m 0 m e n t w l i e n h e w a s Preparing to follow 

z
 T h e r a j a i n g of the siege of Libia by the Wali Abu 

fn f í m i n G a nia had meanwhile given renewed courage 
co tne rebels of Algarve ; and they, knowing that Cordova 
vvas also m revolt, thought it time to attempt the elevation 
oí their banners in that city likewise. Ahmed Husein Aben 
^osai therefore sent his commands to Omar Ben Almondar 
procet? f C V h a í h e S h ° u l d t a k e a P° r t Í O n 0 f l l i s and' 
S w C ° r d o v a ' w h i t h e r t h e general repaired accord-
ngiy, being accomparued oy his secretary, Muhamad Ben 
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Yahye El Saltixi, -who was called Alcabela, a person in whom 
he placed great confidence. 

Now Ahmed Ben Husein Aben Cosai had the fairest 
hopes of being early enabled to advance bis interests in tbe 
city of Cordova, because he was assured by certain of his 
partizans, Abul Hasen Ben Mumen, for example, and some 
others who dwelt in the suburb of the Axarquia, and were 
among the principal inhabitants, that the doing so would be 
matter of no difficulty. 

The general Ornar Ben Almondar, with his companion, 
the Saltixi Alcabela, had meanwhile set themselves on their 
way, as we have said, with the troops of Xelbe and Libia ; 
but before reaching the place they received intelligence that 
the craffcy Aben Hud Seif-Dolah had forestalled them, 
having won over and been proclaimed by the citizens, not 
of Cordova only, but of several other towns. 

During this time, the nephew of Aben Gania, Abdallah 
Ben Muhamad, had committed grievous devastations in tho 
city of Valencia, making frequent incursions thereon from 
his stronghold of Xativa, and cutting up the fields of the 
immediate Comarca, with its pleasant and beautiful gardens, 
all of which caused the people of Valencia not a littíe vexa-
tion and anxiety. They consequentlyturned their thoughts on 
the illustrious General Abu Abdelmelik Meruan Abdelaziz, 
whom they entreated to defend and protect them from the 
attacks of Abdallah Ben Mohamad: but that noble Xeque 
excused himself, because he dreaded the inconstancy of the 
populace, and had no confidence in the principal citizens of 
Valencia, by whom the desire of the people was laid before 
him ; nay, when Abu Meruan Abdelaziz saw that the popu-
lace of Valencia had put to death many of the Almorávides 
who had remained in their city after the flight therefrom of 
the Wali Abdallah Ben Muhamad, nephew of Aben Gania, 
he first concealed himself, and finally fled the place, taking 
refuge in Xativa, with a large number of bis followers. 
Yet,&having arrived there, he was at length persuaded to 
think of the duty which he owed to the commonwealth, and 
was prevailed on to resign his private convenience to the 
general welfare. That change in his opinions was effected 
by Abdallah Beti Mardanis, with Abu Muhamad Abdallah 
Ben Ayaub, Alcayde of the frontier, a person of much 
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credit and authority. These men prevailed on Abdelaziz to 
accept the perilous command proposed to him by the people 
of Valencia, and moved by the many instances made to him, 
he returned to that city, where he was proclaimed on the 
3rd day of the moon Xawal, in the year 539. 

Abu Abdelmelic Aben Meruan Ben Abdelaziz then 
entrusted the care of the Comarcas and the frontier to 
Abdallah Ben Ayadh, the Alcayde, who instantly occupied 
himself with the securityof his own possessions in thatdistrict, 
as well as with that of the domains helcl by his son-in-law, 
Abdallah Ben Mardains, all which he laboured to defend 
against the Lamtumas and other Almorávides who were 
assembling troops in- the land of Albacite, and had fortified 
themselves in the strongholds of that district. 

CHAP. X X X V .—THE INSURRECTIONS OF THE MOSLEMAH'ARE 
CONTINUED. 

jNTow Abu Griafar Hamdain Ben Muhamad Ben Hamdain 
having succeeded in winning over the people of Cordova for 
the second time, returned to that city twelve days after he 
had left it, making his entry on the 10th of Dylhagia, in the 
year 539. He was then again proclaimed amidst the 
general rejoicing of the people, while in various cities of 
Andalusia his kinsmen and partizans likewise declared him to 
be their lord. His Alchatib or secretary for example, Achil 
Ben Edris of Bonda namely, caused him to be proclaimed in 
that city, which was the native place of Achil, who took pos-
session of its inaccessible fortress in Abu Giafar's ñame, 
and occupying at the same time the citiee of Arcos, Xeris, 
and Sidonia, he caused the new sovereign to be proclaimed 
m those places also. 

With respect to Murcia, the Alcayde of Cuenca, Abdallah 
El Trograi, took measures for making himself master of that 
province, when the news of Abu Giafar's rebellion had 
reached him, intending to join himself to the party of 
Hamdain; but on arriving in the city he found that the 
people had been in a state of insurrection from the I7th 
day of Bamazan, and were still undecided as to which of 

VOL. II. E U 
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their principal Xeques they should select for their chief, 
their choice being suspended between Muhamad Ben 
Abderahman Ben Tahir El Kisi,"who was one of the nobles 
of Tadmir, Abu Muhamad Ben Alhaug Lurki, and Abderah-
man Ben Giafar Ben Ibrahim. The populace had, indeed, 
already proclaimed Abu Giafar Ben Hamdain, of Cordova, 
their king, but desired to appoint Muhamad Ben Alhaug 
his administrator,—an office which the moderation of his 
views induced that Noble to decline. 

The arrival of the Alcayde of Cuenca, Abdallah Ben 
Eetáh El Thograi, changed the face of things, and his party 
named Abu Giafar Ben Abu Giafar, Cadi of Murcia. This 
man commenced his rule on Tuesday, the 15th of Xawal, in 
the year 539, and had no sooner done so than his ambitious 
desire for power induced him to excite the people against 
the Almorávides, whom they treacherously attacked after 
having given them assurances of security. That done, and 
acting under the orders of those who led the party of Abu 
Giafar Ben Abu Giafar, the populace proclaimed that Cadi 
their Ameer, appointing Abu Alabas Ben Helal to be Cadi, 
and Abdallah Ben Eetah El Thograi, Alcayde of the cavalry. 
There was no man found equal to opposing these measures; 
and thus this Abdallah, under the pretext of proclaiming Abu 
Giafar Ben Hamdain, exalted himself, occupying the Alcazar 
and calling himself the Ameer Anasir Ledinallah: but his 
sovereignty endured but a very short time, as we shall 
presently see. 

In Valencia, the noble Xeque Abdelmelek Ben Abdelaziz 
occupied himself with the cares of assembling an army 
wherewith to march forth against the Almorávides, who had 
fortiñed themselves in the Alcazaba of Xatina, and being 
led by Abdallah,* the nephew of Aben Gania, were devas-
tating the country even up to the gates of Valencia, 
plundering and burning the farms, carrying the women 
awav captive, and causing ruin whithersoever they appeared. 
Having gathered his forces, therefore, Abdelaziz sallied forth, 
and on the 28th of Xawal he sat down before Xativa, 
sending at the same time to demand assistance from 
the Wali of Murcia, Abu Giafar Muhamad Ben Abdallah 
Ben Abu Giafar. On the last day of Xawal, the blockade 
of the place was renclered complete, and tbe Almorávides 
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found themselves closely shut up in Xativa, when they 
prepared to make an obstinate resistance, and defended 
themselves with much valour. 

But now occurred new changes in Murcia, where the 
party of Abdallah El Thograi and Abderahman Aben Tahir 
or El Kisi, once more aroused the people to insurrection, 
and proclaimed the lately exiled monarch, Aben Meruan 
Aben Hud Seif Dolah. This they did towards the end of 
the Moon Xawal, in this same year of 539 ; and the result 
of the combats which ensued between the partizans of Abu 
Giafar and those of El Thograi was, that the last-mentioned 
general was taken prisoner and cast into a dungeon with 
many of his followers. The Alcadia of the cavalry which 
had been held by Abdallah El Thograi was then bestowed on 
Zoamun of Auriola, Aben Tahir and Aben Alhaug leaving 
the city, whereupon the Eakir Abu Giafar Muhamad Ben 
Abdallah Ben Abu Giafar El Chuseni assumed the chief 
authority in the state, making himself master of Tadmir 
hkewise, which he retained during the remainder of that 
year, and held for the first two months of the year which 
íollowed. He maintained, nevertheless, that he had seized 
the command with no other purpose than that of preserving 
the liberties of the people against the Almorávides, and 
made instant preparation for proceeding with his partizans 
to the aid of Abu Meruan Abdelmelik Ben Abdelaziz, who 
was then besieging the Lamtunas, and other Almoravide 
troops in Xativa, as before related. 

But Abu Giafar had not well joined the camp of 
Abdelaziz, and his people had scarcely begun to take their 
part in the skirmishes which were daiíy fought around the 
town, before he received intelligence from Murcia to the 
effect that a new insurrection had broke forth in that city, 
where the party of Aben Tahir had found means to excite 
the people, and had set Abdallah El Thograi at liberty. 
t liereupon he departed with his cavalry from the siege of 
A-ativa, and by forced marches arrived at Murcia, where he 
made good his entrance by intelligence with certain of those 
in authority, and once again obtained possession of the 
lortress. But he could not get El Thograi into his hands, 
that leader having secretly fled the place, threatening 
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yengeance against Abu Giafar, who had no sooner tran-
quillized the people than he returned with all speed to 
Xativa. 

About the same time there were certain partizans of Abu 
Giafar Hamdain Ben Muhamad Ben Hamdain dwelling in 
Granada, who excited the people against the Almorávides, 
ñor could all the authority of the Wali avail to restrain 
them: that Wali was Aly Ben Abi Bekir, the son of a 
sister of King Aly Ben Juzef, and was called Aben Finwa, 
from the ñame of his mother. The troubles in Algarve 
were meanwhile fully occupying the General Abu Zacaria 
Yahye Ben Aly Aben Gania, with the greater part of the 
Almoravide troops composing his army; a state of things 
which enabled the Cadi of Granada, Abu Muhamad Ben 
Simek, to arouse the people against the Almorávides of the 
garrison, when the tumultuous populace proclaimed Abu 
Giafar Ben Hamdain Ben Muhamad Ben Hamdain their 
king. Ñor could the Almoravide generáis restrain the 
insurrection, but were compelled themselves to retire within 
the Alcazaba, where they fortified their position as they 
best could. During the first eight days of the rebellion 
frequent skirmishes were fought between the Almorávides 
and the inhabitants, the people making repeated assaults on 
the fortress, and the valiant Almorávides sallying forth upon 
them with terrible fury. In one of the sanguinary combats 
which then ensued, the Cadi Abu Muhamad Ben Simek was 
slain, when the citizens and party of Abu Giafar Ben 
Hamdain appointed Abul Hasan Ben Adha his successor. 
This Abul Hasan was a man of infinite craft, who had found 
means to stand well with all parties ; wherefore, on this 
occasion also, pursuing the guidance of the passing event, 
and following the breath of fortune then blowing, he 
declared against the Almorávides, demanding aid from the 
rebel Cadies of Cordova, Jaén, and Murcia, whom he called 
on to assist him in the expulsión of the Almoravide garrison 
from the Alcazaba of Granada. 
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CTIAP. X X X V I . — O F THE WAR IN AFRICA BETWEEN THE ALMORÁVIDES 
AND THE ALMOHADES, AND OF THE ÜNHAPPY DEATH OF KING ALY BEN 
JUZEF. 

THE affairs of Africa were meanwhile not in a better con-
dition than those of Spain: King Aly had hoped that the 
bravery and good fortune of his son Taxfin would avail to 
restrain the advance of the Almohades, and cbange the fate 
oí the war which they were waging against him, marching 
triumphant and victorious through his dominions, and 
making themselves gradually masters of his territories. 
During the ten years of implacable and obstínate warfare 
which he had himself been conducting against that faction, 
he had not been able to obtain any advantage over them; 
nay rather it was they who had been the conquerors, since 
they had taken possession of his towns, and made themselves 
lords of his provinces one after the other, more especially 
those wherein dwelt the Cabilas of Ateza, Grebala, and Grieza. 

Prince Taxfin passed over into Africa, as we have said, 
and in his company went the flower of the Almoravide 
cavalry, whose absence produced an unhappy effect on the 
condition of Spain, where the perpetual revolts and tribu-
lations above described did indeed most pressingly require 
the restriction which might have been effected by those 
troops, and were much aggravated by the departure of the 
Prince. When the latter arrived at Morocco, he made 
ímmediate preparation for marching against the Almohades, 
and having assembled a considerable forcé, he went forth 
to seek the enemy. But his first campaign in Africa had 
not equal fortune with those of Andalusia, seeing that he 
was several times defeated with great loss, every day 
appearing to render his affairs worse. The King Aly, his 
father, seeing his hopes thus disappointed, and receiving 
no intelligence but such as brought news of defeat and 
rout, took the matter so deeply to heart that he fell into 
heavy sickness, his malady arising solely from the profound 
sadness and grief of heart with which he was afflicted. The 
continued addition which he received to these sorrows 
increased his bodily sufferings, until at iast they ended his 
hfe, and he died at his Alcazar of Morocco in the moon 



4 2 2 DOMINION OF TIIE AEABS IN SPAIN. [A.D. 1159-60. 

Eegeb of the year 539,* after having reigned thirty-nine 
years and seven months. His son was at that time in 
Aceya, and the death of King Aly was concealed for more 
than three months. 

When at length the decease of the king was made 
known, his son Taxfin, who had received the oath of 
allegiance as his successor on the throne of the Almorá-
vides, was proclaimed King of the Moslemah. The new 
monarch then despatched letters to all his provinces, 
exhorting the people to continué in their loyalty and 
obedience to his rule. He likewise wrote to the principal 
Almoravide generáis then commanding in Spain, as for 
example, to Abu Zacaria Yahye Aben Gania, to Ozman 
Ben Adha, and to his únele Ali Ben Abi Bekir, who 
instantly replied by letters of congratulation on his ac-
cession to the throne : from that time forward the ñame of 
Taxfin Ben Aly alone was heard in the public prayers of 
the mosques. 

Anxious to restrain the pride of Abdelmumen Ben Aly, 
Prince of the Almohades, King Taxfin Ben Aly again 
assembled a large forcé, with the purpose of marching 
against him; Abdelmumen having once more had the 
boldness to descend from the mountains of Tedula and 
Gomera with a considerable army, laying waste the level 
country, taking prisoners or slaying the inhabitants, and 
carrying desolation into every district he entered. This 
devastating tempest of war had now taken its course 
towards the sierras which rise between Pez and Telenzen, 
swift troops of Abdelmumen's light horse making incursions 
on the Cabilas dwelling on either side of that range, at 
one and the same time. King Taxfin proceeded, there-
fore, to the encounter of those ferocious bands, which 
were falling, as might hungry tigers, on everything that 
carne in their way. Surrounding them with a forcé of 
great numbers, the king made a horrible slaughter among 
them, and the Almohades fled, leaving the field of battle 
covered with their corpses as an acceptable feast for the 
beasts and birds of prey. By that defeat the Prince Ab-

* A.D. 1 144 or 1145 . 
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delmumen Ben Aly was compelled to retire to the mountains 
and aseend for shelter to the most inaccessible wilds of his 
rock-hewn holds, King Taxfin pursuing him through the 
lowlands and across the spaeious plains of the country. 

But the Almohades, although fewer in numbers, were yet 
enabled to defend themselves by the advantages of their 
position and in their impregnable fastnesses ; they were also 
well supplied with provision, which failed almost entirely 
in the sandy deserts and would not suffice to the main-
tenance of so many troops as composed the king's army. 
The Berbers of that district were besides altogether devoted 
to Abdelmumen Ben Aly, and would not supply the Almo-
rávides with the means of life. 

The leader of the Almohades established his camp for 
some time in the mountains of Gromera, whence he sub-
sequently passed to those of Telencen and Wadi Tehlit, 
inducing the Zenete Cabilas who dwelt in those regions 
to submit themselves to his rule on all his line of march. 
King Taxfin, who still followed in pursuit, arrived in his 
turn at Wadi Tehlit, when, as the winter was now far 
advanced, he there pitched his camp and remained during 
two months; but the cold was so intense, that his troops 
were fínally compelled to burn the houses and eabins, nay, 
the very tent-poles and handles of their lances, to save 
themselves from being frozen to death. 

Abdelmumen Ben Aly had meanwhile directed his march 
towards the mountains of Telencen, pursuing his route 
along the chain of those hills; King Taxfin also persisting 
in the pursuit of the Almohade prince; who, having ulti-
mately fixed his camp on the summit of the heights above 
Telencen, made perpetual descents on the cultivated lands 
at the base, wbicli he overran with his light cavalry. 

Now King Taxfin had requested assistance from the 
Beni Amat of Zanhaga, whose territories border on the 
eastern parts of Africa, and from them he received a 
powerful body of both horse and foot, on whose arrival 
the king himself, with his principal generáis, went forth 
to give them welcome. Those troops, united to his own, 
seemed to fill all the level plains as might a swarm of 
locusts, showing forth the greatness of the Kings of 
Morocco, and presenting a gladsome, remarkable, and very 
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amazing sight, which would have been indeed a subject 
for rejoicing over, had not the destruction of ao much 
grandeur been now so near! 

King Taxfin received the generáis of the Beni Amat 
with great honour, expressing his satisfaction at the sight 
of so magnificent a camp, and discoursing with them of 
his intentions as regarded attacking the enemy. He 
furthermore imparted to those chiefs his plans for suc-
couring and fortifying the city of Telencen, which was 
that most immediately threatened by the Almohades. 

Abdelmumen Ben Aly was on his part observing 
minutely all that passed in the plains beneath him from 
the tops of his high mountains, feeling no apprehension 
of that numerous host, and not permitting the infinite 
number of their many-coloured banners to inspire him 
with a shade of fear: the clamour of their Atabais and 
the clangour of their trumpets filled the air, causing the 
earth to tremble and resounding through the distant 
mountains, but awakening no terror in the heart of Abdel-
mumen Ben Aly. 

King Taxfin now detached a body of lightly armed cavalry, 
which directed its march towards that part of the Sierra 
where the Almohades then were; these troops ascended 
the hills by Tobad, which is near Telencen, and making 
their way through numerous defiles, they thus approached 
the foe. The Almohades, on their part, advanced to the 
encounter, when a fierce combat was commenced amidst 
those wild regions, and continued until the Almohades, 
defeating and dispersing the cavalry of King Taxfin, drove 
vast numbers of the men over the fearful precipices around 
them, while the portion of that discomfited body which 
succeeded in reaching the plains, filled the countless mul-
titude composing the Almoravide forcé with terror anc 
dismay. 

All the ability "and bravery of their noble king, with thf 
utmost valour of his distinguished generáis, were then 
found insufficient to restrain the fears of that host, or 
maintain order among its bands, which fled, vanquished 
by its own fears rather than by the might of their enemies. 
Bufc the latter did not fail to profit by that disorderly fiight 
and panic terror; they slew large numbers of the Almo-



A.D. 1 1 4 5 . ] DEFEAX OF THE ALMORAVIDES. 4 2 5 

ravide troops, 011 whose rear they hung like famished tigers, 
whom they drove at the point of their lances across the 
wide extended plains. 

After that nnhappy defeat King Aly wrote letters to 
all his provinces, exhorting thein to send him forces for 
the continuance of the war; ñor did the Walies of the 
kingdom delay the assemhling of their strength,—numerous 
hands arrived from Sigilmesa, Bugia, and other parts: 
King Taxfin's son, the Ameer Abu Ishac Ibrahim, also 
coming from Andalusia, with a finely-appointed^j body, com-
posed of the Andalusian cavalry and the Christians of his 
guard, in number about four thousand cavaliers. 

The king then held a review of all his troops, whom 
he divided and ranged in squadrons; when the sight of 
that vast multitude, glittering in arms of all kinds, cavalry 
and infantry, was such as might well cause admiration, 
to say nothíng of the vast stores of provisión, the immense 
extent of the pavilions, and the flocks of all kinds, with 
their many herdsmen and shepherds ; all which covered sô  
vast a space, that the whole power of the population of 
Africa might have been supposed to have gathered on that 
field. The review was held before the gate called Bab 
Carmedin, and the warriors in their serried squadrons ex-
tended over the entire plain, nay, even to the foot of the 
mountains which were in front of the city. This, as Aben 
Iza Ben Muza El Magif tells us, was the last effort of 
the Almoravide princes. 

Abdelmumen Ben Aly now moved his camp, directing 
his march towards Telencen, while King Taxfin, following 
cióse on the trace of the Almohades with his innumerable 
forcé, endeavoured to compel Abdelmumen to give him 
hattle; nay, the light skirmishers of King Taxfín's army 
did so greatly disquiet the advance of the Almohade leader, 
that they compelled him to descend into the plains and 
take his* way towards the countrv of the Zenetes ; but 
heing then attacked in his rear, he" resolved to offer battle 
to the Almoravide army. 

Abdelmumen Ben Aly was much inferior in numbers 
to the enemy he had now to encounter, whether as regarded 
his cavalry or infantrv; he therefore determined, as the 
best means of defending himself, that his forcé should be 
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drawn up in one solé body of a square form, the outer 
ranks being composed of his bravest warriors, armed with 
very long lances, which they maintained with their feet 
and hands. Behind these files of lancers were others, 
bearing shields and armed with swords, their large round 
bucklers amply defending them from the cross-bows of the 
enemy. Within these ranks were, furthermore, two files of 
soldiers, armed with slings and cross-bows, while in the 
centre of all there .remained a large and ampie space, in 
which Abdelmumen ranged all his cavalry, having been 
careful to appoint certain places where openings for the 
sallying forth and re-entering of the horse could be very 
speedily made, without causing any disorder among the 
infantry. 

And now, as King Taxfin desired nothing so much as the 
battle, he also made ready his forcé, and commanded that 
the Almohades should be attacked by the greater part of 
his cavalry. And the impetuosity of that Almoravide 
charge was terrible; but the obstacle presented by the 
very long lances of their opponents made it impossible for 
the cavalry of the king to break that strong squadron of 
the Almohades, while not a few of the horses were pierced 
through with their riders by those formidable weapons. 
The Almoravide cavalry were then compelled to turn their 
horses for the renewal of the charge, when the slings and 
cross-bows of their enemy poured on them an unceasing 
storm of missiles, and the cavalry of Abdelmumen, bursting 
suddenly forth from both flanks of his square, fell heavily 
on their rear, to the great loss of the Almorávides ; but the 
Almohade horse instantly withdrew to the strong Alcazaba 
formed to receive them by the serried ranks as before 
described, thus avoiding the shock of King Taxfin's cavalry, 
which was so much more powerful than their own. The 
battle continued after the manner above related during the 
whole of that sauguinary day, until the loss of the Almorá-
vides was such that they could no longer maintain the fight. 
All the cavalry was either slain or wounded, and the most 
valiant of their number counted with the dead; thus the 
victory and the field remained to Abdelmumen Ben Aly. . 

King Taxfin then retired with all speed to Telencen, and, 
become distrustful now of the fortune of his arms, he set 



* 

A.D. 1 1 4 5 . ] SIEGE OE TELENCIN. 4^2/ 

himself diligently to fortify himself within those walls, 
insomuch that the victorious army of Abdelmumen found 
the place well garrisoned and defended, when that leader, in 
his turn, advanced with his forcé to besiege the city. _ He 
commenced the blockade nevertheless, and many obstínate 
combats ensued; but wearied at length with the continued 
sallies of the besieged, and the frequent surprises, in which 
his people suffered great loss, Abdelmumen _ Ben Aly 
departed for Medina Uhran, leaving only a portion of bis 
army to maintain the siege of Telencen. 

Now King Taxfin had carefully placed the city of Uhran 
in the best state of defence he could devise, considermg it 
as the principal resource and last asylum remainmg to 
him in the evil condition of his aífairs, siuce he could 
thenee prepare his passage to Spain, if need were that 
he should cross into that country ; nay, the king had written 
to the Alcayde of Almería, Abdallah Ben Maimoun, com-
manding him to hold ten good ships in the great port of 
Uhran, keeping them constantly prepared for whatever 
might happen, and holding all ready to sail at a moment s 
warning. He now found that Abdelmumen Ben Aly had 
fixed his camp on a hill which rises above Uhran, with the 
intention of besieging that city and fortress. Taxfin there-
fore sallied forth from Telencen, broke and scattered the 
forcé left by Abdelmumen to besiege the place, and at 
once proceeded to the relief of his asylum of Uhran. 

Arrived within the Comarca of that town, King Taxhn 
seated his camp within view of his enemies, w h e n various 
skirmishes ensued, wherein both parties fought bravely, 
with changing fortunes, but for the most part to the greater 
loss of the Almorávides. 

The author of the "Ben Imamia," speakmg cm the 
authority of Aben Matruc Alkisi, relates that King laxhn, 
having penetrated and broken the camp of Abdelmumen 
Ben Aly, succeeded in making good his entrance into 
Uhran; but perceiving that the siege was likely to be a 
long one, and finding also that his sallies and surprises, 
while they exhausted his own people, produced but little 
effect upon the enemy, he lost all hope of bemg able longer 
to maintain himself in the kingdom of Morocco. Thus, 
despairing and without counsel, he left the city secretly 
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and by night, with the desire and intention of reaching the 
well-fortified citadel of the great haven, where he hoped to 
find the ships prepared to transport him into Spain. 
The king went forth, then, mounted on a beautiful 
and spirited mare, called Eahihana,* renowned for her 
swiftness, and unequalled among all the horses and mares 
of the numerous stud that he possessed. The night was 
very dark, and Taxfin, fearful of falling into the hands 
of his enemies, was proceeding with a troubled mind ; thus 
it chanced, that as he carne to a high and steep cliff, it 
appeared to him in the obscurity that all the ground was 
level, unless indeed it were that the mare became alarined 
at the sound of the sea: be this as it may, the king fell with 
his horse over the precipice, and so died: his body was 
found dashed to pieces on the shore of the sea when the 
light of the following morning appeared, as was that of 
the mare, which also lay dead beside her master. The 
remains of the noble Taxfin were then taken to Abdel-
mumen Ben Aly, who commanded that the body should be 
nailed to a willow tree, and sent the head to Tinmaul. 

The Almorávides were not made acquainted with this 
event until informed thereof by their enemies themselves; 
but when the truth was told to them, they lost all hope, 
and a few days afterf Abdelmumen took the city of libran 
by forcé of arms, entering the same in the month of 
Muharram of the year 540. Yet he did not obtain pos-
session of the place until after an obstínate resistance, ñor 
would he even then have succeeded, had not the defenders 
been exhausted by thirst, he having found means to cut off 
the water by which the city was supplied. Thus, many of 
the people had died of the torment of thirst, and those who 
remained were but ill able to endure the toils needful to 
the defence of the place. According to Yahye Ben Omeira, 
Abdelmumen entered on the morning of the Easter of 
Alfitra, when he put to the sword whatever Almorávides he 
found remaining, with not a few of the inhabitants of 
Uhran. 

* The Arahic writers have not only preserved the ñame, but the 
genealogy of Eahihana, whose equal, as they affirm, was never seen 
among the fínest horses of Africa or Arabia.—Be Marles. 

t Yahye Ben Omeira says three days.—Conde. 
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The reign of King Taxfin, from the departure of his 
father to the day of his own unhappy death, was two years 
and two months ;* but it has also been affirmed that his 
death took place in the month of Bamazan of the year 539. 
The author just quoted furthermore informs us that King 
Taxfin had caused his son Abu, Ishac Ibrahim, to receive the 
oath of allegiance as his successor, immediately after his 
return into Africa from Andalusia. 

C H A P . X X X V I I . — T H E WAR AGAINST THE ALMORÁVIDES IN SPAIN IS 
STILL CONTINUED. 

T I I E insurrection in Andalusia, and the war declared in that 
country against the Almorávides, was meanwhile continued 
with implacable hatred. The siege of Xativa was eagerly 
maintained by Abu Meruan Abdelmelik Ben Abdelaziz, and 
the city was well defended by Abu Abdallah, the nephew of 
Aben Gania, with his Almoravide troops ; but when the rebel 
Wali of Murcia, Abu Giafar, arrived at Xativa for the seeond 
time in aid of Abu Meruan Ben Abdelaziz, the general Abu 
Abdallah wras compelled to retire to the Alcazaba, there to 
defend himself as he best might from the enemy thus power-
fully reinforced. Einally, the Alcayde ofthe frontiers, Aben 
Ayadh, also carne to the aid of Valencia and Murcia with a 
very well-appointed bodyof soldiers from his own govenment; 
whereupon Abdallah Aben Gania began to treat for the 
surrender of the place, perceiving clearly that it was not 
possible for him to hold that fortress any longer. The 
conditions being accordingly agreed upon, the brave general 
Abdallah carne forth from the city, and left Xativa with all his 
nien ; he directed his march towards Almería, intending to 
pass over into Majorca in company with his father, unlesa 
the affairs of the Almorávides should present a better hope 
of amelioration than could be then entertained. 

Abdallah Aben Gania had no sooner issued from the 
Alcazar of Xativa, than the city was taken into possession 
by Abu Meruan Ben Abdelaziz, who then dismissed his 

* This is manifestly an oversight, since Aly Ben Juzef died at the 
cióse of Regeb in the year 539 ; the reign of Taxfin was eonsequentlv 
of two months only.—Tr. 
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auxiliarles, all highly satisíied with the rich gifts of horses, 
arms, and costly vestments, wrhich he had bestowed upon 
them. Having next placed all things in order within the 
city, he made his solemn entrance, mounted on a fine 
dromedary and bearing magnificent vestments, with the 
most splendid arms: thus surrounded by his Xeques and 
noble cavaliers, he was proclaimed their sovereign by the 
people with all possible demonstrations of gladness,—an 
event which happened in the moon Safer of the year 540. 
On that occasion Alicant was united to the Amilia of 
Xativa, and the province was added to the sovereignty or 
government of Abu Meruan Ben Abdelaziz. 

During that same moon of Safer, Abu Giafar Hamdain 
Ben Muhamad Ben Hamdain returned to Murcia, after 
having pursued and harassecl Abdallah Aben Gania and 
the Almorávides in their retreat, hanging on their rear and 
doingthem all the injury in his power until they reachedthe 
Comarcas of Almería, where the Almoravide party still 
retained the upper hand. 

In Granada the rebellion was likewise continued, the 
Almorávides being there al^o reduced to the Alcazaba; the 
rebels demanded succour from the people of Cordova, and 
the Cadi Abul Hassan Ben Adha wrote in that behalf to 
his kindred and partizans. Abu Giafar Ben Hamdain con-
sequently despatched his nephew Aly Ben Omar Mumamad 
Adha, known as Omilimad, to the aid of the rebels in 
Granada, while the Alcayde of Jaén, Aben Gozei, also 
joined them, marching from that city with such followers as 
lie could get together, reinforced by a thousand cavaliers of 
the Axarquia. These forces, united to the body of men 
brought by Abu Giafar of Murcia, formed an imposing 
camp of twelve thousand horse, with a still greater number 
of foot-soldiers. 

When the Almorávides perceived that this tempest had 
gathered around them, they saw clearly that the army then 
menacing them from without, when united with the rebel 
forcé already within the city, would give them more than 
enough to do; they consequently held a council, and the 
result of their deliberations was a resolve to attack the 
newly-arrived auxiliaries without delay. At the hour of 
dawn, therefore, they sallied forth from the Alcazaba, and 
falling upon the rebel camp, when the generáis commanding 
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were least in expectation of an assault, they attacked the 
lines with infinite valour, defeating and routing their 
enemy, after a cruel slaughter of his half-sleeping soldiers. 
In the hottest part of the combat, the rebel commander of 
Murcia, Abu Giafar, was slain, when his troops, with the 
other auxiliarles, dispersed in all directions, each man 
seeking the safety of his life in a disgraceful and disorderly 
flight. The victorious Almorávides then returned to their 
stronghold of the Alcazaba. 

"When the fugitive relies of Aben Giafar's army arrived 
in Murcia, they instantly elected the noble Xeque Abde-
rahman Ben Tahir to be their Ameer, proclaiming him at 
the end of the moon of Bebie Primera in the year 540. At 
the same period, the "Wali Almanzor, who was besieged with 
his Almorávides in the Alcazaba of Malaga, was also 
reduced to surrender that citadel by capitulation, when the 
Ameer Abu Alhakem took possession of the same, and 
Almanzor Ben Alhaug retired to Murcia, where he arrived 
in the moon of Bebie Segunda, joining his father, Abu 
Mohamad Ben Alhaug, who was then in that city. 

Now the general Abderahman Ben Tahir entertained 
a particular affection towards the house of Aben Hud; he 
therefore invited Seif-Dolah Aben Iíud to retake possession 
of the throne, calling himself Naib or Yiceroy of Murcia 
only ; the Alca^dia he gave to his brother Abu Becar, and 
having regained possession of the Alcazar, he wrote to the 
King Aben Hud Seif-Dolah, urging his immediate arrival: 
hut when this determination was made known, Abu Mo-
hamad Ben Alhaug left the city with Aben Suar and others 
of the principal cavaliers of his party, repairing with those 
followers to Cordova. 

The Ameer Abu Giafar Hamdain Ben Muhamad Ben 
Hamdain received Muhamad Ben Alhaug with much 
cordiality, supplying himshortly afterwards with a carefully 
chosen body of "troops, under 'the command of his cousin 
Alfolfoli and his nephew Omilimad ; when Muhamad, thus 
reinforced, returned to Murcia, with intent to expel the 
Xeque Abderahman Aben Tahir, and hoping to re-establish 
his own party in the city. 

Then Abderahman, fearing that he was not sufficiently 
powerful to resist those troops, endeavoured to win the 
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Alcavde of the frontiers of Valencia, Abu Muhamad Ben 
Ayadh, to his party, hoping by his aid to maintain and 
defend the city; wherefore he sent letters exhorting him to 
repair thither without delay, if he still valued the ñame of a 
friend to the King, even Aben Hud Seif Dolah. Now Abu 
Muhamad was in bis heart inclined to the opposite party, 
but concealing that fact from Abderahman Aben Tahir he 
departed with all speed on the receipt of his letters, and set 
himself on the way to Murcia. Having reached Auriola, 
however, he was met on approaching the town by the 
Alcayde of the same, Zaonoun, who was also of the party 
opposed to Seif-Dolah, and who now proclaimed Abu 
Muhamad Ben Ayahd himself as Ameer of that city and its 
territory. Many of the chief persons of Murcia subse-
quently arrived at Auriola, when these men, joining Abu 
Muhamad Ben Ayadh, enkindled the desire for sovereignty 
within his heart, and encouraged him to repair as ruler to 
Murcia itself, where they proclaimed him Ameer of the 
place, before any of these things had been made known to 
the Xeque Abderahman Ben Tahir, who was far from 
anticipating such a result, and had even sent forth his 
kinsmen and principal cavaliers to meet Abu Muhamad, 
when intelligence of his approach was brought to him. A 
vast concourse of the people also went forth to meet Aben 
Ayadh, who, comporting himself as their sovereign, took up 
his abode in the Alcazar Quibir, where he was not expeeted, 
ñor had any preparations been made to receive him. 

These things took place on the lOth of the moon of 
Guimada Primera in the year 540, and when Abderahman 
Aben Tahir was informed thereof, he retired from the Alcazar 
of Dar Saguir, in which he had previously dwelt, to his own 
private house. There were not wanting men who sought 
to persuade Abu Muhamad Aben Ayadh to take the life of 
Abderahman ; but the virtues and excellence of tha$ noble 
Xeque were perfectly known to Aben Ayadh, who refrained 
from shedding his blood. Thus was Aben Tahir dispossessed 
of his "Waliazgo or government by his own auxiliary, after a 
possession of the same which did not amount to more than 
fií'ty days. 

And now, such is the inconstancy of popular favour, the 
people of Valencia became weary of their Ameer, Abu 
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Meruan Ben Abdelaziz, and bim wbom tbey bad shortly before 
solicited to become tbeir lord with eager anxiety, they 
instantly afterwards began to abhor; his government and 
proceedings having become insufferable to them. There-
upon the principal inhabitants of Valencia, with the Alcaydes 
of Alicant, Gezira, Xucar, and Murbitur, sent letters to Abu 
Muhamad Aben Ayadh, the Alcayde of the frontiers, who 
was then at Murcia, and master of that city, exhorting him 
to repair with all diligence to Valencia, there to assume the 
reins of government, since the state was in a condition of 
dangerous disunion, and destitute of a chief to rule it as 
was needful. 

But this was not done so secretly as that no report of the 
same should reach the ears of Abu Meruan Ben Abdelaziz, 
who earnestly desired to avert the danger, and punish those 
who had given rise to the troubles be beheld approaching; 
yet he found it impossible to do so ; the evil having already 
gone too far : discontent and the desire for a new Ameer had 
become general, and certain precautions, taken by Abu 
Meruan, becoming instantly known, the people rose in 
rebellion, and he was compe'lled to retire from the Alcazar, 
concealing himself in the house of one of his friends until 
he could íind means to escape from the city. Ñor could he 
effect that escape by any other method than the perilous 
and painful one of being let down from the city wali, which 
was done on Tuesdav, the 26th, or as other authorities say, 
on the 25th of Giumada Primera. 

Having no other attendant than one solé guide, Abu 
Meruan Ben Abdelaziz was unhappily led astray by this 
man, and having lost his way, when among the mountains 
of Almeria, he fell into the hands of tbe Alcayde Muhamad 
Ben Maymoun, to whom he was personally known. That 
ruler, having apprehended him, treated the fallen Ameer 
as a rebel, and sent him in chains to Abdallah, the nephew 
of Aben Gania, who rejoiced greatly at finding Abu Meruan 
Ben Abdelaziz in his power. He then took his prisoner, 
still in chains, into various parts of Valencia, Almeria, and 
Xativa, leading him, at a word, whithersoever he went 
himself, even to the causing him to be carried about in the 
train of the numerous incursions made by his troops on the 
neighbouring Comarcas. Yet he could not resolve to take 
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his life, and finally carried him in his company to the island 
of Majorca. 

I t has been related of Abu Meruan Ben Abdelaziz, that 
when he left Valencia by night and as a fugitive, he fled to 
Colbira, but instantly returned in disguise to Valencia, 
where he remained in his own prívate residence until dis-
covered by some one of the many who were carefully seek-
ing him, when he once more fled secretly by night, then 
directing his steps towards Murcia. I t is added that his 
movements were eagerly followed by Juzef Ben Helaul, 
who sought to take him prisoner; but Abdelaziz succeeded 
in eluding his intended captor, who finally lost all trace of 
him. The hunted man then remained in Murcia three days, 
when he departed with a guide who misled him among 
the mountains of Almeria, where he was found by the 
cavalry of Maymoun, who gave him up to Abdallah Aben 
Gania, the nephew, as above related, but the family and 
partizans of Abu Meruan Ben Abdelaziz subsequently took 
vengeance on the Alcayde Muhamad Ben Maymoun for his 
want of generosity, treating him no otherwise than they 
would have done had he put their chief and kinsman to 
death. 

When the people of Valencia were made acquainted with 
the flight of their Ameer Abu Meruan Ben Abdelaziz, they 
proclaimed Abdallah Ben Muhamad Ben Said Ben Mardanis, 
who had been viceroy or Naib of Aben Avadh, to be their 
sovereign, appointing him the Alcazar of Valencia for his 
residence. In the end of that same moon of Giumada 
Primera, Aben Ayadh himself, who had received intelligence 
of that proclamation on his way, arrived in the city of 
Valencia, and having remained there and in the Comarcas 
for some days, making arrangements for the defence of the 
frontiers, he then returned to Murcia, leaving as his Naib 
or lieutenant Abu Muhamad Ben Sad, únele of Abdallah 
Ben Sad, and known as Sad of Albaceta, as we shall see 
hereafter. Now Abu Giafar Ahmed Ben Gubeir, father of 
Abu Ilusein the Wise, who defended the Alcazar of Valencia, 
was taken prisoner by the people of Aben Ayadh, who sent 
him in chains to the Castle of Maternis, where he was shut 
up in one of the towers. I t is true that he soon purchased his 
freedom at the price of three thousand doubloons, but they 
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deprived him of his books, which was the cause of infinite 
grief to Ahmed Ben Gubeir. He then retired to Xativa, 
where he was subsequently taken captive a second time by 
the people of Aben Gania, with other partisans of Abu 
Meruan Ben Abdelaziz. Ahmed Ben Gubeir was then 
thrown into a dark prison where he could not distinguish 
day from night, and where he remained until taken by 
his captors to Majorca, as we shall relate hereafter. 

When Abu Giafar Ben Hamdain had succeeded in 
prevailing on the light-minded and inconstant people of 
Cordova to expel the King Aben Hud Seif Dolah from that 
city, the last-mentioned prince departed for Jaén, where 
his partisans were found daily to increase their numbers. 
He found means also to win the heart of Aben Gozei, 
Alcayde of -Jaén, who was anxious to avenge the afíront 
which he had received from the Almorávides, when they had 
defeated his troops and caused him to fail in his designs on 
Granada ; wherefore he now offered to proceed against them 
in company with Aben Hud Seif Dolah. Having reached 
Granada accordingly, they entered the city by the Bab* 
Morun, when the Cadi Aben Adha carne forth to meet 
them, appearing on foot to do Seif Dolah the greater honour. 
He saluted the latter with much respect, and entertained 
him magnificently, together with his son, Amad Dolah. 

Now it chanced that Seif Dolah on that occasion com-
plained of thirst and desired water, when the cup was 
served to him by Aben Ahda himself; but as the prince 
was raising that beaker to his lips he was interrupted by an 
Alima who stood near, and who exclaimed, " Drink not, Oh 
Sultán, for the cup hath been prepared for thee." There-
npon Seif Dolah set the goblet down, and did not drink, 
but Aben Adha, who had none but good intentions towards 
him, and felt ashamed of this accusation, took the goblet 
and drank the contents thereof, to the end that Seif Dolah 
might be convinced of his uprightness of purpose in that 
matter; and he did in effect remove all suspicion from 
himself, but the cup had indeed been prepared with evil 
designs, and that same night Aben Adha died, a poison 
of a bitter-sweet flavour having been mingled with the 

* Bab: gate. 
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drink, which was thus made to taste like a preparation of 
sugar and oranges: it has not however been clearly ascer-
tained whether this had happened by accident or had been 
done maliciously, with intent to deprive of life whomsoever 
of the race of Aben llud should taste thereof. 

This circumstance of the poisoned cup caused Seif Dolah 
Aben Hud to feel so much suspicion of the inconstant 
people, that he would not consent to remain in the city, 
although they all gave signs of infinite delight at his 
appearance, the more important of the citizens more par-
ticularly. The prince determined, nevertheless, to abide 
in the gardens near Granada, and causing a magnificent 
pavilion to be erected for him, he remained there for ten 
days. That time having elapsed, he began his attack on the 
Alcazaba Alhambra, which was held by the Almorávides, who 
defended themselves against the troops of Seif Dolah and 
those of the city with infinite braverv. 

Many sanguinary combats then took place, and each day 
saw the destruction of numerous lives on either side. On 
the eighth day of these skirmishes the contest was a more 
particularly obstinate one; but Seif Dolah and those of 
Granada were eventually repulsed by the Almorávides, who 
made a fearful carnage among them. 

On that day, Amad Dolah, the son of Seif Dolah Aben 
Hud, was grievously wounded, and being taken prisoner by 
the Almorávides was carried into the Alcazaba, where he 
that night died of his wounds. The captors then wrapped 
his body in camphor, and sent it for interment to the father 
of the slain prince, even Seif Dolah Aben Hud, having first 
placed it in a precious casket of fine wood, adorned with 
fringes of gold, and filled with the richest perfumes. 
_ Seif Dolah did not remain more than amonth in Granada, 

since he perceived that the people had become weary of the 
toilsome lab ours which they were enduring,.with so little 
profit from the struggle, the horrors of which were all the 
more sensibly felt because the combats were delivered in the 
heart of the city itself. He therefore struck his camp one 
night and departed for Jaén, leaving Granada to be governed 
by Abu Hassan Ben Adha, the son of him who had died of 
the poisoned cup, as above related. On Seif Dolah's depar-
ture, the people of Granada commenced negociations with 
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the Almorávides, and the conditions having been agreed to 
on the part of the principal officers among the latter, those 
troops came forth from the fortress and retired to Almune-
caub, the port of Elvira, where they were most conveniently 
placed for eventually crossing into Africa. 

C H A P . X X X V I I I . — W A B S AMONG THE MOSLEMAH OF SPAIN STILL 
CONTINUED. 

Now Seif Dolah Aben Hud, after his departure from 
G-ranada, continued his stay in Jaén for some time longer, 
and he there received envoys from Murcia, offering him 
allegiance in the ñame of the city, and requesting that he 
would be pleased to repair thither. He accordingly mounted 
his horse without delay, and accompanied by many noble 
cavaliers of his party, set forth in that direction, despatching 
letters at the same time to his friend Abu Muhamad Aben 
Ayadh, to give the latter notice of the day when he proposed 
to arrive. I t was indeed to his oíd and well-tried friendship 
that Sief Dolah was indebted for his proclamation as Ameer 
of Murcia, secret intelligence having ever been maintained 
between them. 

The prince made his entry into Murcia on Eriday, the 
18th day of the moon Eegib, in the year 540, Aben 
Muhamad Aben Ayadh having gone forth to meet him with 
the cavalry of Murcia, and accompanied by his son Abu 
Becar. The day was held in the city as one of high festival, 
and Seif Dolah was proclaimed amidst manifestations of 
infinite rejoicing by the people, who there gave ready 
obedience to the will of Abu Muhamad Aben Ayadb. But 
the new sovereign did not remain more than a few days in 
Murcia, after which he departed for Valencia in company 
with Aben Ayadh, who had caused all to be prepared for his 
proclamation in that city also, where it was made accordingly 
under the most festive auspices, and amidst the acclamations 
of a vast concourse of the people. Shortly afterwards Seif 
Dolah and his friend repaired to Denia, where that prince 
was likewise proclaimed: they then repaired in company to 
Murcia, where the Ameer Seif Dolah Aben Hud took up 
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his abode in the Alcazarquibir, and the General Aben 
Ayadh in the Alcazarquibir, but as respecting;the govern-
ment everything was done by Aben Ayadh, although in the 
ñame of the Ameer Sief Dolah Aben Hud. 

No long time had elapsed after these events before intel-
ligence from the frontiers was received in Murcia to the 
effect that Abdallah Ben Eetah El Thograi, Alcayde of 
Cuenca, was making incursions on the territory of Xativa, 
the Christians, whom he had invited to his assistance, cutting 
up the fields and devastating the district in all directions. 
Then followed letters from the Naib of Valencia, Abdallah 
Aben Sad, informing Seif Dolah that El Thograi and his 
ally, Aladfuns* of the Tagus, were holding the citv of Xativa 
in cióse siege. Whereupon the Ameer and his Wali Aben 
Ayadh assembled the cavalry of Murcia, Lorca, and Alicant, 
without the delay of an hour, and wrote to the Naib of 
Valencia, desiring him also to sally forth with his people, 
and join them in proceeding against the aggressors. 

When the Christians were informed of these movements 
they struck their camp, not considering it advisable to wait 
the junction of Murcia and Valencia, whose troops they 
might hope to defeat with more certainty if they could take 
them while separate. They thus desired first to encounter 
the troops of Murcia, whom they dreaded more than those of 
Valencia, and when they should have given them battle then to 
return and meet the forces of Valencia. But the swiftness and 
diligence of the _ Valencian commanders were such that they 
brought up their troops a day earlier than it was suppose'cl 
possible for them to do so, and joined those of Murcia by 
so much the more rapidly than had been anticipated by either 
host. 

The encounter which then ensued took place in the plains 
of Albacite at a place called the field of Bug, which is in 
the vicinity of Chingila. The battle commenced with the 
first hour of day, and was a very obstínate one, both parties 
fighting with equal fury, and exhibiting a cruel rage, which 
made them appear less like men than wild beasts, tearing 
each other to pieces. On that field there contended the 
most able and valiant warriors, whether of the Moslemah or 

* lfonso. 
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Christian faith, the implacable hatred of both nations being 
there made manifest, and the bravery as well as constancy 
of the well-experienced combatants on either side being 
equally conspicuous. 

And now in the thickest of the fight the valiant Ameer 
Seif Dolah Aben Hud fell mortally wounded by the thrust 
of a lance: his sword, waving in the hottest of the struggle, 
had left the noble breast to be pierced through, and with 
rivers of his heart's blood the exalted soul passed forth by 
that issue. Eighting like a raging lion among the foremost 
there also fell Abdallah Aben Sad, JNTaib of Valencia, 
nephew of Muhamad Aben Sad Ben Mardanis, Naib of 
Murcia. With the loss of those two illustrious leaders sank 
the spirit of the Moslemah both of Murcia and Valencia. 
In vain did the heroic valour of the Wali Abu Muhamad 
Aben Ayadh make giant efforts to maintain the combat; he 
could not prevent his people from resigning the field to their 
enemy, and the flight of the vanquished soldiers was pro-
tected only by the shadows of the night, which alone availed 
to give a truce to the cruel slaughter. Aben Ayadh thus 
escaped with the relies of the army, and by some of the 
authorities we are told that Aben Hud also left the field 
alive, but died in the night from the loss of blood which his 
many wounds occasioned. That defeat of the Moslemah 
took place on a Griuma, or Eriday, which was thé 20th of 
the moon Xaban, in the year 540, or, as other writers of the 
period say, on a Saturday in the same moon. 

After this battle, Abdallah El Thograi, with his allies, 
' proceeded to besiege the city of Murcia, where the govern-

ment had been left to Muhamad Ben Sad Aben Mardanis, who 
was Naib thereof. But that general would not await the 
foe within the walls, and with the small forcé at his 
command he sallied forth against El Thograi, to whom he 
offered battle before the city, and fought 'with infinite 
valour. The troops of Aben Sad were nevertheless defeated 
by the greater number of their enemies, and many perished 
at the hands of the Infidels, who followed eagerly in pursuit 
of the flying. Aben Sad himself escaped soíely by the 
fleetness of his horse, and took refuge with a few of his 
people in Alicant. 

Abdallah El Thograi then gained possession of Murcia, 
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which he entered in the first days of the moon Dylhagia in 
the year 540. He took much pains to win the friendship 
of the citizens by his favourable treatment of them, and 
laboured earnestly to renew his former alliance with their 
principal men; but he could not prevent the Christians who 
were his auxiliaries from forming part of the forcé which 
then garrisoned Murcia, although he greatly desired to do so, 
and their presence was a thing by which the inhabitants 
were all much dissatisfied. 

The Wali Muhamad Aben Ayadh was meanwhile thinking 
only of vengeance, and occupied himself eagerly in the 
assemblage of troops with which he might once more make 
head against the foe. 

On the side of Algarve, Ahmed Ben Husein Aben Cosai 
was pursuing his conquests, and proceeding from Calat 
Mertula, he had made himself master of the greater portion 
of the district, nearly all the towns having submitted them-
selves to his rule. When this leader was informed of the 
successes obtained by Abdelmumen Ben Aly and his Al-
mohades in Africa, and heard of the death of King Taxfin 
at TJhran, he sent letters and messages to the Prince of the 
Almohades, Abdelmumen, giving him an account of the 
revolutions which had taken place in Spain, and relating 
the manner in which he had himself obtained possession of 
a certain part of Andalusia while acting against the Almo-
rávides, whom he declared to be heretics and bad Moslemah. 
He furthermore made profession of his own adhesión to the 
opinions of El Mehedi and the doctrines of Alzagali, and 
concluded by proffering his allegiance to Abdelmumen Ben 
Aly, whom he invited to enter Andalusia and make himself 
master of that country. Highly satisfíed with these pro-
ceedings on the part of Ahmed Ben Husein Aben Cosai, 
Abdelmumen replied by appointing that leader to be his 
Wali of Algarve; and this was done in the moon of Bebie 
Segunda in the year 540. 

At the same time, the general of the Almorávides, Abu 
Zacaria Yahye Aben G-ania, being made acquainted with 
the evil condition of his sovereign's affairs in Africa, con-
tinued to do his utmost for the support of the tottering empire 
of the latter in Andalusia,not only by forcé of arms, but also by 
the exercise of the most consummate prudence. He passed 
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through all the provinces still remaining true to the house 
of • Juzef, King of the Moslemah, exhorting the people to 
unión and obedience to their legitímate sovereigns ñor 
failing to emplov rigorous measures wherever he found 
persuasions of no avail. By these means Abu Zacana 
maintained many of the principal cities in their allegiance 
to their king; but perceiving that in despite of all bis efforts 
the rebels were nevertheless gaining ground, those of the 
Axarquia and Algarve* more especially being very powerful, 
he resolved at length to seek alliances among the Christians: 
he furthermore endeavoured to weaken the forcé of the 
rebel bands by sowing the seeds of dissension among tlieir 
leaders ; and having heard that Ahmed Husein Aben Cosai 
had written to the Almohades, proposing to subject himself 
to their allegiance, as related above, be took occasion from 
the reward received by Aben Cosai on being named the 
"Wali of Algarve, to excite against him the envy of bis 
partizans, Mohamad Ben Sid-Bay and Ornar Ben Al-
mondar; having caused it to be intimated to those 
generáis that it was now time they should look about for 
themselves, since Aben Cosai thought only of his own 
aggrandizement, and aimed at nothing less than securmg 
the sovereignty of the state for himself. Aben Cania 
added that Aben Cosai was manifestly attackmg the liberties 
of them all, since he was labouring to brmg the fierce 
Almohades into Spain, thus renewing the misfortunes which 
the Andalusian princes and generáis had endured from the 
coming of the Almorávides, with this diíference, that Juzei 
Ben Taxfin had been summoned to redeem the Moslemah 
from the chains drawn around them by the tyrant Alfonso, 
while Ahmed Husein Aben Cosai could assign no motive so 
laudable for the evil course which he was at that moment 
pursuing, but was in fact moved solely by an unbridled 
desire of sovereignty, which was now leadmg him to invite 
to Spain those ruthless Almohades by wliom such vast 
rivers of Moslemah blood had already been shed m Airica. 
Aben Cania concluded by declaring that for himself he 
sought only to maintain without a blemisb the honourable 
charge of General and Protector of the Prontiers, which he 

* The South and East. 
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had held so long, and, continuing in the path of Goc!, to be 
the true servant of Islam, even to the death; but as 
regarded the generáis whom he addressed, they were 
assured that he desired nothing more than to open their 
eves to the dangers they were incurring from; the ambition 
of Aben Cosai. 

. rf he two generáis to whom Abu Zacaria Aben Gania 
directed these reasonings were men of noble minds and 
generous hearts; the fires of emulation, not wholly extin-
guished within them, were rekindled, and they began to 
observe the government of Ahmed Husein Aben Cosai with 
disapprovaL The alliances he had formed, and the treaties 
he had concluded of his own authority, were made the 
pretext for an open rupture, which was presently followed 
by each of the generáis leading his troops against their late 
chief, Aben Cosai. 

That Wali, the better to defend himself from their 
attack, then invited to his aid the tyrant Aben Errik, 
Lord of Colymbria, who lost no time in repairing to 
Andalusia, when Aben Cosai and himself entered the 
territories of Beja and Merida in company with the 
Christian forces, committing their accustomed ravages in 
all the districts within their reach. They were opposed by 
Muhamad Sid Bay and Omar Ben Almondar, when many 
sanguinary battles were delivered between those forces; 
but the troops of Ahmed Cosai were defeated,and he was com-
peled to retire to his fortress of Calat Mertula. These 
events took place in the moon Xaban 540, and the cavaliers of 
Aben Errik then departing, received rich gifts from Aben 
Cosai, both of arms and horses. But the proceedings of the 
latter were as those of a servant who dares not move an eye-
lash without the consent of others, and awaits the command 
of his master for every action.. This gave occasion for his 
enemies to bring him into contempt, and he became the 
scorn as well as the abhorrence of the people, insomuch 
that his troops would no longer defend him, but were 
disposed, on the contrary, to promote the designs of those 
who sought his ruin. A popular insurrection was thus 
easily _ excited against Aben Cosai, when the generáis 
attackmg him found means to possess themselves of his 
fortress of Calat Mertula, which done, they hurried to the 
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Alcazar of Axaregib, where he then dwelt, and deposing 
Ahmed Husein Aben Cosai, they proclaimed Muhamad Sid 
Eay governor in his stead. Then the latter seized Aben 
Cosai and imprisoned him in Medina Beja; but in the 
meantime a partizan of the fallen chief, Abdallah Ben Aly 
Ben Samail, had raised his banner and did his utmost 
to support the claims of his chief. This general Abdallah 
succeeded in obtaining possession of Beja, and at once 
set Aben Cosai free, when Muhamad Sid Eay was com-
pelled to fly in his turn, and took refuge in Seville. 

C H A P . X X X I X . — O E THE W A E BETWEEN THE ALMOBAVIDES ANO 
ALMOHADES. 

THE sanguinary struggle so long maintained in Africa 
hetween the Almorávides and Almohades was meanwhile 
continued without ceasing. The Mexuar, or Great Council 
of Morocco, had proclaimed the son of King Taxfin, even 
Ibrahim Abu Ishak, so soon as they had been made ac-
quainted with his father's unhappy death; seeing that King 
Taxfin, becoming distrustful of his fortune, had caused him 
to receive the oath of allegiance as future sovereign of the 
empire, and had sent him from Uhran to Morocco, for the 
greater safety, but a short time before fhis own death. The 
ceremony of Ibrahim's inauguration had in faet taken place 
about a month prior to that event, and all the nobles of 
Lamtuna had then willingly taken the oath of allegiance to 
him. 

There was, nevertheless, one person who now opposed 
the solemn proclamation and acknowledgment of Ibrahim 
as King of Morocco ;• this was his únele and the brother of 
his father, even Ishak Ben Aly, who refused him obedience, 
and demanded that he should himself be proclaimed king. 
Ñor were there wanting Almoravide nobles who supported 
that fatal división in the already tottering empire of Morocco, 
as if they desired to give a new impulse to the fall of the 
state, now imminent, and had determined to hasten the 
approach of its total ruin, although they could not but be 
aware that Abdelmumen Ben Aly never laid the arms from 
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his victorious hands, but was triumphantly proceeding 
through the provinces, of which he subjugated the towns 
and reduced the inhabitants to his obedience. 

Thus the Prince of the Almorávides had no sooner taken 
possession of TThran, wherein he made a terrible carnage, 
than he occupied the strongliold of Marsaelquiver, and 
then striking his camp, departed to lay siege to Telencen. 
Here he subjected the city to many rucie assaults, and 
after pressing it closely for a considerable time, entered 
it finally by forcé of arms, when, as the defence had been 
an obstínate one, Abdelmumen avenged himself by causing 
all the living souls that appeared before the eyes of 
his ferocious soldiery to be put to the sword. The car-
nage was of a truth most frightful; nay, it is affirmed by 
Isa Ben Ahmed Musa that one hundred thousand creatures 
of Allah were slaughtered on that day of horror, when Abdel-
mumen Ben Aly stormed the town : he adds that all the 
peaceful citizens, as well as the warriors, perished; that 
Telencen was given up to the plunder of the ruífian soldiery, 
who committed robberies and murders unrestrained, until 
they had well-nigh appeased their insatiable covetousness, 
as well as satisfied their inhuman cruelty. 

In Telencen Abdelmumen made his abode during seven 
months, but despatched his generáis to the siege of Medina 
Pez without loss of time. Those leaders then obtained 
possession of Mezquinez by treaty, and having done so, they 
sat themselves down before the city of Fez. 

Now the governor of Medina Fez was a son of King Aly, 
and was called Yahye Abu Becar: he had a distinguished 
general for his Amil, or Administrator of Aífairs, an Anda-
lusian, named Abdallah Ben Chayar El Jaeni, known also 
as Aben Aly of Jaén. This brave leader defended the city 
well; he made perpetual sallies with strong and carefully 
chosen troops of cavalry, giving frequent surprises also to 
the Almohade camp, and supplying his enemies with suf-
ficient occupation. "Wherefore Abdelmumen Ben Aly, 
perceiving that the siege of Medina Fez was much pro-
longed, determined to use a stratagem, which availed him 
more than all the machines of war wherewith he had pre-
viously assailed the place. Felling a large quantity of 
trees, and getting together vast beams of wood, he caused 
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a strong dam to be constructed across tbe river which 
traversed the city. Abdelmumen was much aided in the 
purpose he had conceived by the natural disposition of 
the country, since the river approaches Fez by a narrow valley 
ending in a closely restricted channel. By the strong wali 
thus erected, the Almohade prince succeeded in repressing 
the current, and a vast pond or lake being gradually formed, 
was at length found capable of bearing great barks, and had 
all the appearance of a sea. "When the waters had now 
attained their highest point and began to seek new channels 

pouring themselves over the neighbouring fíelds, Abdel-
mumen caused the dam to be suddenly destroyed, when the 
whole forcé of that horrible inundation fell with a frightful 
impetuosity on the city walls, a great portion of the upper 
part of which they carried away, and flooding the town, 
destroyed the bridges, the public edifices and the private 
dwellings of the citizens, in vast numbers. 

This catastrophe took place at the hour of dawn, and on 
the evening preceding that night the Wali of Medina Fez, 
even Yahye Aben Aly, únele of the King, had celebrated 
his nuptials with a beautiful damsel, but of whom the 
general Abdallah El Jaeni was also unhappily much 
enamoured, and therefore considered himself heavily ag-
grieved by those nuptials. Abdallah was nevertheless true 
to bis duty on that occasion, and hearing the fearful rumour 
oí waters, while he felt the earth tremble at the same 
moment beneath his feet, he knev that the pent up river 
must have burst its bounds. Wherefore, hastening to the 
nearest gate with such forcé as he could assemble, he 
commanded a portion of the troops to mount the ruins and 
defend the broken summit of the walls, while he marched 
forth with the remainder to attack the enemy when the 
latter was least expecting an assault. The depth and fury of 
the stream was meanwhile preventing the Almohades from 
entering the city as they had hoped to do, while they were 
also compelled to accept the battle which El Jaeni with 
so much valour had gone forth to offer them. Thus Abdel-
mumen Ben Aly did not then obtain the triumph which he 
had expected. The river had destroyed more than a 
thousand houses, with several mosques and other important 
buildings, yet the city maintained its own, and still con-
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tinued to occupy the besiegers in daily skirmishes, wherein 
they fought with varying fortunes. 

El Jaeni had meanwhile not forgotten the grief inflicted 
on him by the loss of the lady whom he loved, ñor had the 
desperation of his jealousy abated, when a new cause of 
displeasure supervened, making his ill-repressed anger to 
burst forth with ungovernable violence ; and the matter was 
on this wise. The Ameer Yahye Abu Becar Ben Aly had 
demanded the accounts relating to a certain sum of money, 
which he required the general Abdallah to pay over to him 
at once; but El Jaeni excused himself by alleging the 
urgent demand made on his attention by the defence of 
the city; then, as one word followed another, both parties 
became heated and injurious words were exchanged. El Jaeni 
then commenced a negociation with Abdelmumen Ben Aly 
for the surrender of Medina Eez, and after a certain time 
threw open the gates of the city to that leader, when 
the King of the Almohades was proclaimed therein. 
This event took place on the evening of Wednesday, the 14th 
of the moon Dilcada, in the year 540. 

Eilled with terror at the ruin which had thus ensued, the 
Ameer Yahye Abu Becar Ben Aly fled with his family and 
household, directing his steps towards Tangiers, where he 
took ship and embarked for Andalusia. Abdallah El Jaeni 
was meanwhile treated with much honour by the Vizier of 
Abdelmumen, Abu Giafar Ahmed Ben Giafar Ben Atia, 
who was a native of Andalusia, and had come from Camarola, 
near Tartuxa. which is in the eastern part of that country. 
Abu Giafar had been Yizier six-and-thirty years; he had 
a brother, called Abu Akil Atia, who was but three-and-
twenty, yet the latter, as well as himself, was in the highest 
favour with Abdelmumen, and both now gave proof of 
great friendship for El Jaeni: he on his part wrote elegant 
verses in praise of Abu Giafar, whose fortunes we shall 
relate hereafter. 

In the commencement of the year 541, and towards the 
middle of the moon of Muharram, the city of Agmat was 
likewise surrendered to Abdelmumen Ben Aly by capitu-
lación, and that sovereign being now free from his labours 
as regarded Medina-Fez, despatched his troops to the siege 
of Sale and Mekinesa. To the last-named place ¡Jthen pro-
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ceeded six thousand horseraen from the Cabilas of Rukan, 
Mikilita, Zaneta, and Quiznaya, who fixed their camp 
before the same, and to defend themselves from the frequent 
sallies of the besiegers, they constructed a wali around the 
city, so that none could come forth from it at any point, 
certain gates alone excepted, and at these the Almohades 
kept a strong guard, constantly watching them both day and 
night. The besiegers furthermore did not fail to enter 
these enclosures occasionally to attack the brave inhabitants 
oí Agmat, who fought valiantly, but with various fortunes. 

Abdelmumen was himself present at this siege ; but per-
ceivmg that it was likely to be much prolonged, he made all 
needful dispositions for the continuance of the conflict, and 
having effected that purpose, departed with his principal 
cavaliers to invest Sale. Here the inhabitants carne forth 
to receive him so soon as they perceived his banners and 
beíore he had found time to fix his pavilion. They proífered 
him their allegiance with one accord, and even surrendered 
the Alcazaba to his pleasure on that same day. This was 
a beautiful and very strong fortress, which the King Taxfin 
üad constructed in the suburb of Sale. 

CHAP. XL.—THE ALMOHADES PASS THE SEA AND ENTER SPAIN. 
THEIR FIRST CONQUESTS IN THAT COUNTRY. FALL OF THE EMPIRE 
OF THE ALMORAVIDES. 

Abd S0 1 1 ( l u e s t o f Almagreb being thus so happily completed, 
w V U U a e U n o w m a d e preparation for two campaigns with 

men ins thoughts had long been much occupied, and for 
W a s s e m b led a large army, with vast stores of arms, 
norses provisions, and machines of war—all things that 
a warlik r e q u i r e d ' a t a w o r d> f o r t h e d u e promotion of 
< v. ai i e purpose. He then commanded his general Abu 
Amraun Muza Ben Said to pass the strait and enter 
Andalusia , with ten thousand cavalry, and double that 
nunioer oí ioot-soldiers, considering the revolutions and 
civil wars m that country to present him with a favourable 
opportunity for making himself master of the kingdom. 
Abdelmumen had already provided ships for the embarkation 
oí his troops at Tangiers and Cazar Algez, and in the moon 
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of Dylhagia 540 the preparations were already much ad-
vanced for that purpose. Towards the cióse of Dylhagia, 
theref'ore, the passage was happily accomplished, and the 
Almohade forcé made good its landing on the coast near 
Algezira Alhadra, when they commenced the siegeof that city, 
which soon yielded to their arms, seeing that the Almorávides 
by whom it'was defended could not hope for aid from any 
quarter: wherefore they did not delay to propose the con-
ditions of surrender. But before these had been agreed on, 
and while Aben Amraun was still besieging Algezira, there 
came to his aid a large body of cavalry from Algarve, 
brought thither by Ahmed Husein Aben Cosai, whom Abu 
Amraun went forth to meet, and received with much distinc-
tion. Then the Almoravide garrison, not hoping favourable 
conditions, and perceiving well that the city could not 
maintain a protracted defence, sallied forth with despair 
in their hearts, burst through the camp of the Almohades, 
and making themselves a road with the point of their lances, 
fled with all speed towards Medina Seville. 

In the moon of Muharram of the year 541, the Almohades 
entered Algezira, when the inhabitants of the city were not 
ill-treated, because they had made no resistance. The 
Almohade forcé then directed its march on Gebal Taric,* 
which surrendered in like manner, after the example of 
Algezira, when the troops passed on towards Xeris, where 
they fixed their camp with intention to besiege the city. 
But during the same day there came forth form Xeris the 
Alcayde of the place, Abul Camar, who was of the family of 
Aben Gania, accompanied by one hundred noble cavaliers, 
and all proceeded in peace towards the camp of the 
Almohades, to whose sovereign they oflered their allegiance 
in the ñame of the whole city; placing themselves under 
his shelter and protection, and taking the oath of fidelity 
and allegiance. 

Abu Amraun immediately wrote an account of these 
victories and fortúnate events to his master, Aldelmumen 
Ben Aly; he insisted much on the readv submission of the 
Xerezanos, whereat the King Abdelmumen was greatly 
rejoiced, and sent letters to the city of Xeris, expressing his 

* G-ebal Taric: Gibraltar. 
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satisfaction for that slie had been the first town of Andalusia 
to accept his rule, and assuring the inhabitants of his protec-
tion. He then commanded that the Ayuntamiento, or 
assembled council of that place, should take precedence of 
all others in the Cortes during the solemn ceremonies 
observed every year at the public celebration of the Azala; 
adding that the magistrates thereof should be called the Ade-
lantados,* or Presidents of Xeris, with the honour of being 
always the first to salute the king and present their requests 
or representations before any other city,'—privileges which 
were all maintained to the men of Xeres while the dynasty 
of the Almohades endured. 

In the south of Spain the civil war was meanwhile con-
tmued with unabated fury. On receiving intelligence of 
the victory obtained before Murcia by Abdallah El Thograi 
over his Ñaib Muhamad Ben Sad, and of the entry of El 
Thograi into that city, Muhamad Aben Ayadh prepared to 
take vengeance ; he collected a powerful army from the 
territories of Valencia, Lorca, and Alicant, with which he 
then proceeded to seek his enemy in the city of Murcia, 

Now the inhabitants of that place were much dissatisfied 
with Abdallah El Thograi, because he still retained his 
Christian allies in his company, and Aben Ayadh perceived 
that to obtain possession of Murcia under these circum-
stances he would need to endure no heavier toil than that of 
scaling a wali or forcing a gate. He theref'ore attacked 
the place, which. he entered sword in liand; but the 
inhabitants themselves at once took arms against the 
C hristians and their allies the Moslemah of Axarquia, who 
were those led by Abdallah El Thograi, and the latter hav-
ing at once to defend the walls and to meet the inhabitants 
who attacked them within, could do nothing available for 
their own safety, insomuch that they were defeated by the 
bands of both their assailants. Abdallah El Thograi himself 
having fought at the gate of the city like the valiant leader 
he had ever been accounted, perceived the insurrection of 
the people, and unable to rally his own troops from their 
disorder and confusion, he fled with certain of his cavaliers 

* Adelantados : the foremost or pre-eminent. 
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and such of his allies as had joined him in the battle, 
departing from the city by the gate called that of Africa. 

But as El Thograi was leaving the walls behind him, a 
stone cast from the same struck and wounded the head of 
his horse, when the animal, terrified or stunned, fell with 
bis rider into the river. There, a certain Aben Fedar cut 
down the fallen general, without any one of his companions 
appearing to take notice of what was occurring, each being 
occupied with the care of his proper safety. He who had 
killed El Thograi in the river had thus full leisure to take 
off the head of his victim, which he carried to the General 
Muhamad Aben Ayadh, who rejoiced much at the siglit 
thereof, and paid him who had brought it very largely. 

That entrance of Aben Ayadh into Murcia took place on 
the 7th day of Begeb, in the year 541. The cavaliers of 
Murcia, who had openly favoured the party of Aben Ayadh, 
were treated with much honour by that general, and he 
pardoned those who had followed the banners of his enemy, 
but he gave no quarter to such of the Christians as fell into 
his hands, and commanded that all should be decapitated. 
Aben Ayadh was then proclaimed for the second time 
Ameer of Murcia and of all the Axarquia of Spain. 

In Africa, meanwhile, the second campaign projected by 
Abdelmumen Ben Aly, King of the Almohades, was opened 
by himself in person, when his march was directed on 
Morocco, and he commenced the siege of that court and 
city with a well-appointed forcé. He had fixed his camp 
on a height sitúate to the west of the city, and called Gebel 
Gelez, which has no great elevation, and is in fact but a 
hillock. Here Abdelmumen commenced the erection of 
dwellings for the shelter of his troops, and believing that the 
siege of Morocco would be a protracted one, he determined 
to build what might be called a city, which he began to do 
in the moon of Muharram of the year 541. He constructed 
a mosque in the centre of the place, with the tower of such 
height that all the city of Morocco and the surrounding 
country was visible therefrom. "Within the circle of this 
town Abdelmumen arranged separate stations or barracks 
for the different Cabilas composing his powerful army, these 
being all appointed and distributed by the King of the 
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Almohades himself, with the most careful attention and 
much judgment. 

When the troops had reposed themselves for some days, 
Abdelmumen commanded that the greater part of his forcé 
should be led to the attack of Morocco, while the remainiog 
portion was placed in ambush at such points as he con-
sidered well suited for that purpose, his own position being 
selected on a convenient elevation, where he remained with 
his Yiziers and others of his principal cavaliers to observe 
whatever passed, and whence they could clearly distinguish 
the various events of the field beneath them. The 
Almohade forcé arrived in good order before the walls of 
Morocco, and the troops who were defending the city 
coming forth to meet them, an obstinate combat ensued. 
The Almorávides fought with great bravery, and the 
Almohades resisted them for a time with infinite steadiness, 
but at a eertain moment the latter began to give way, and 
commenced their retreat slowly, with a view to attract the 
enemy to those points where the various bands disposed in 
ambush were concealed. When the besieged had reached the 
destined place, Abdelmumen commanded that all should 
sally forth to the attack, and the Almorávides, unable to 
resist the onslaught of those who came thus fresh and in 
íull forcé to assail them, turned bridle and fled towards the 
city with the swords of the Almohades on their necks, and 
the foe pursuing them did not fail to make fearful liavoc 
among their numbers. The beaten Almorávides thus 
arrived at the gates of Morocco, where the carnage became 
more than ever fearful, by reason of the narrowness of the 
way, and the haste with'which all strove to enter within 
the walls. 

Rendered cautious by the unhappy result of this sortie, 
the defenders of Morocco no longer sallied forth so boldly 
to attack their enemies, and the Almohades had now little 
more to do than to guard the approaches, so as to prevent the 
ordmary supplies of provisions from entering the city. The 
siege was thus continued, and promised to become still 
further protracted. The Almohade forces were meanwhile 
attackiug Tanja, of which they obtained possession at the 
cióse of the moon Rebie Postrera, in the year 541. 

The vast population of Morocco and the animals kept 
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within the city had now brought all the food stored therein 
to an end, and everything eatable was consumed. At first 
the people suffered from scarcity only, but soon followed 
hunger: the animals having been all devoured, impure and 
unheard-of substances were next eaten in the place of 
wholesome food, until the wretched inhabitants were reduced 
to feeding on the corpses of the dead, while in the prisons, 
the miserable captives, receiving no food, were reduced to 
draw lots, thereby to determine which among them should 
be slaughtered and serve as food to the others. The 
mortality then became such that the streets and public 
squares were filled with the dead, and the living differed 
but little from those who had ceased to suffer. All the 
infancy and youth of the city fell a sacrifice to that hideous 
scourge of famine, the numbers destroyed amounting in the 
whole to no less than two hundred thousand souls. 

At length the few that remained were found unable to 
use their arms, and could make no defence ; a fearful silence 
reigned in the city, late so full of life and movement: ñor 
was there one who could suggest a ground of hope where-
with to comfort another : such were the horrible calamities 
by which the fall of the Almoravide empire was accom-
panied. 

Aben Iza Ben Ahmed El Eazif relates that in these 
terrible circumstances certain Christians of Andalusia, then 
serving among the cavalry still alive in Morocco, held 
secret conference with the emissaries of Abdelmumen Ben 
Aly, whom they agreed to give entrance to the city by the 
gate of Agmat on the day which he had fixed on as that for 
a general scaling of the walls. The King of the Almohades 
promised them security for their own persons in return for 
that service ; and preparing the scaling ladders with all else 
necessary for his purpose, he then distributed the needful 
preparations among the various Cabilas of bis host. These 
things arranged, the troops of Abdelmumen surrounded the 
unhappy city on Saturday, the 18th of the moon Xawal,and 
at the hour of dawn they fixed their scaling ladders without 
finding any to oppose or give them disturbance ; the soldiers 
then made good their entrance by those means, and poured 
into the place as might raging wolves into the fold of the 
timid sheep. The tribes of Henteta and Tinmaul rushed 
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in by the gate of Dukela, those of Sanhaga and Masamuda 
by the gate of ,* while the Cabila of Escura and 
many others found entrance by the gate of Agmat. 

The defence was a short and feeble one, the Alcazar 
Alhigar alone offering some slight resistance, seeing that 
therein was the King Abu Ishak Ibrahim Aben Taxfin, 
with the principal cavaliers and nobles of his court, as well 
as the chief of the Almoravide generáis. The carnage in 
the widely-extended city was continued from early morning 
to the going down of the sun, and even to those miserable 
creatures who entreated mercy, the wretched remains of life 
which famine had left them were refused by their unrelent-
ing victors ; ñor would the cruel prince of the Almohades 
grant quarter to any man, or listen to the prayers of one 
among the suppliants. 

Having forced their way to the Alcazar Alhigar, the 
Almohade conquerors drew the unhappy King Ibrahim 
thence, with many noble Xeques and distinguished generáis 
who were in his company, all of whom they led before the 
implacable Abdelmumen Ben Aly, who was awaiting them 
in the city which he had built on the Gebal Grelez. When 
he beheld the unfortunate King Ibrahim approaching, and 
saw that he was a mere youth in the very flower of his days, 
the fierce Almohade felt'himself moved to compassion, and 
turning to his Vizier, he said, " His misfortunes are suffi-
cient ; let us leave him to deplore them in a perpetual 
imprisonment." 

But the Viziers replied and said, " O King, do not rear 
a young lio n which may ultimately tear us to pieces, and 
can scarcely fail to become dangerous." 

When King Ibrahim and his Xeques were brought into 
the presence of Abdelmumen, the youthful sovereign east 
himself at the feet of his captor, eñtreating from him the 
safety of his life, since he had in no wise offended him: but 
a near kmsman of Ibrahim, a Xeque of the Almorávides, 
called the Ameer Syr Ben Alhak, was so much displeasedby 
those submissive words, that he spat in the face of Ibrahim, 
and exclaimed, " Miserable creature ! dost thou imagine 
perchance that thou art offering thy prayers to a loving and 

* The ñame of this gate is erased from the manuscript.—Condé. 

\ 
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compassionate father, who will regará thy moaning ? Bear 
thy lot like a man, for this wretch is a monster that may 
neither be moved by tears ñor satiated with blood." 

These words enraged the King Abdelmumen, and in the 
heat of his anger he commanded that the King Ishak Abu 
Ibrahim, with all the Almoravide Xeques and Generáis, 
should be put to death, without sparing the life of any one 
among them; and in that terrible day, as Aben Iza El Eazif 
relates, all who yet remained of the principal persons were 
slaughtered accordingly. 

In the city the carnage was continued during three suc-
cessive days, and the same author tells us that more than 
seventy thousand persons departed from life in the course 
of those days within the walls of that most miserable place. 
And so finished the empire of the Almorávides, Abu 
Ibrahim having been king two years and some days. 

Certain of the oldest writers tell us that a short time 
before this calamity, an Alime, called Abu Abdallah Ben 
Yerdi, declared to his kinsmen and intimates that he had 
had a dream, wherein he appeared to hear the following 
verses:— 

Deceived and wretclied mortal, wake thee! wake, 
Poor doomed one, from thy dream, and let thine ears 
Hear the dread voice of fate inexorable. 

Thus stands it written in the fírm decrees 
Of that graved book whose tablets are of gold, 
And letters are of diamond. Thus it stands 
As willed by Allah, to whose high resolves 
There comes no change. The sceptre of Lamtuna 
Is broken in the hand of Ibrahim, 
And in his tender youth, he, hapless king 
Is punished for the sins of his proud sires. 

To God alone the empire and the might ; 
His mandates are eternal, and his throne 
Standeth in greatness and in majesty 
For ever sure and stedfast. 

The son of Sahib Sala writes to the effect that Abderah-
man Ben Aly made his entrance into the city of Morocco 
in the midst of all the carnage described, but would not 
remain there even to pass the night, and returned to his 
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pavilion, leaving the gates in the care of his Alamines to 
whom he gave command that none should be permitted 
either to enter or d e p a r t from the place. _ 

So passed a space of two months, after the lapse of which 
King Abdelmumen caused the treasures and riches ot 
Morocco to be gathered together; he distributed the slaves, 
and sold the women and children, respectmg one woman 
only, a daugliter of King Aly, namely, and grand-daughter 
of Juzef Ben Taxfin: neither would he have done so much, 
as it is said, had not this lady been the wife of Heuamsmar 
of Musafa, who had attached himself to the party ot the 
Almohades, for which cause his wife and possessions were 
left to him in peace. n , , , 

And now for three days the city remamed shut up, and 
as it were a desert, after which it was purified according to 
the doctrine of Mehedi; but the mosques were demolished, 
and the king caused others to be instantly commenced m 
their place. „ . , 

In Andalusia, the General Abu Z a c a r i a Yahye Aben 
Gania had meanwhile recovered the city of Baiza, with the 
help of Aladfuns Ben Sancho, the Embalatur* of the Chris-
tians, and he then proceeded to lay siege to Cordova, those 
of the party of Abu Giafar Ben Hamdain not daring to 
sally forth against him. The army of the Almohades was 
at the same time besieging Seville, which they had invested 
by land and sea, being aided therein by the Bebéis ot 
Algarve, Ahmed Husein Aben Cosai and Abu Muhamad 
Sid-Eay, who had ioined the Africans with a very powertui 
host. The partizans of Abu Giafar Ben Hamdain and the 
inhabitants of the city being equally weary oí the Almo-
rávides, also determined to favour their enemies, the 
Almohades, and accordingly gave t h e m , "entrance, into the 
place, which was done on Wednesday, the 12th day ot 
Xaban, in the year 541. „ . 

Then the Almorávides of the garrison, feanng the popu-
lar vengeance as well as the fury of the conquering Almo-
hades, fled towards Carmona, departing from Seville at the 

* This Embalatur, or emperor, as he is here called, is Alfonso, King 
of León and Castile. 
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ni ornen t when their enemies began to enter the city, which 
they did at the hour of Alazar. 

On the following day the Chotba was made for Abdel-
mumen Ben Aly in all the mosquea of Seville; and at the 
same time the city of Malaga likewise surrendered to his 
power, when Alhakem Ben Hasnoun was appointed to be 
Alcayde thereof. 

The Christian auxiliarles of Aben Gania were not idle 
on their part during all these movements : they took the 
fortress of Andujar by forcé of arms, as they did that oí 
Baiza, and some others. Aben Gania had in the meantime 
made all things ready for besieging Cordova, which he 
pressed so closely that the defenderá of the city were com-
pelled to yield it to the constancy of the Almoravide general, 
and all they could do was to prevent the Christians, who 
were his auxiliarles, from entering it on the first day. On 
the second, however, which was the last of the moon Xaban, 
the Infidels made their way into the city, when they 
fastened their horses in the principal Aljama; nay, their 
hands presumed to profane the Mushaf of the Caliph 
Othman Ben Afán, which had been brought from Syria by 
the Kings of the Beni Omeyas, and was preserved therein; 
but that treasure God would not permit to perish in their 
unfaithful keeping. 

The inhabitants did not fail to suífer numerous vexations 
at the hands of the Christians during the time that those 
misbelievers remained in the city; but that was not a long 
period, seeing that when the Infidels received intelligence 
of the surrender of Xeres, Sidonia, and Seville, to A bdel-
mumen Ben Aly, they held a council, in which it was 
decided that it would be advisable for them to return for 
that time to their own territories, there to gather forces for 
opposing the Almohades with all the power they could 
command, that resolve being also taken by the Moslemah of 
the party of Aben Gania and the Almorávides, as well as 
by the Christians who were subjects of the Embalatur. 

I t ia true that Aladfuns Ben Sancho, the Christian Em-
balatur, would very gladly have retained possession of 
Cordova, and desired much to remain there, but Aben Gania 
found rneans to persuade the monarch to content himself 
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with the city of Bieza, which was nearer to his own frontiers 
of Medina Toledo, —may God restore that city to Islam!— 
and it was thus that they finally agreed: whereupon the 
people of the Embalatur departed from Cordova, leaving the 
Count Almanrik in Bieza as Wali for the Christians. 

Now the populace of Cordova did not consider Aben Cania 
with favourable eyes, because of his alliance with the Infidel, 
and as the General Mohamad Ben Omar was in his com-
pany, the people declared for that leader, and desired to 
have him for their Ameer. Ñor did Aben Gania find it 
good policy to oppose their wishes; but Mohamad Ben 
Ornar, knowing the inconstancy of the popular favour, and 
fearing, moreover, lest Aben Gania might be oftended by 
his aeceptance, declined the oífers made to him, accepting 
them only at the instance of Aben Gania himself, who 
advised him to yield to the desire of the people. Yet 
Mohamad Ben Omar did not remain in the city more than 
twelve days after his proclamation, but disappeared from 
the place, having first made known his determination to 
Aben Gania. He also left a letter written with his own 
hand for the magistrates and council of Cordova, in which 
he took leave oftkem, not desiring to wait until the unstable 
wheel of fortune should precipítate him from the summit of 
his perilous command. 

Mohamad Ben Ornar then repaired to Algarve, where 
he served as an adventurer in the forcé there acting against 
the rebels of the party led by Abu Mohamad Ben Samail 
Aben Wazir. Here his numerous merits and singular 
bravery could not be concealed ; but being severely wounded 
in a sanguinary battle, he was taken prisoner and carried 
to the rebel Samail, who, recognising his former friend, yet 
lorgot the ancient amity that had reigned between them, 
and commanded that the eyes of Mohamad Omar should 
be put out; that done, he east him into a prison, where 
he caused the unhappy general to be confined with much 
rigour. I t is true that when the Almohades entered Baiza 
they set the unhappy Omar at liberty, and he retired to 
Salé, where he died in the year 558. 
. I n t h e e a s t of Spain, Abu Mohamad Aben Ayadh con-

tinued to persecute all who still adhered to the party which 
had been led by Abdallah Ben Eetah El Thograi; but he 
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also held in check the Christians, who were labouring to 
extend their conquests in the territories of Murcia, making 
repeated incursions on their frontiers, and doing them in-
calculable injury. But one night, as the general thus 
sallied forth with a strong forcé of cavalry to protect the 
frontier from an expected onslaught of the Infidel and of 
the rebels of Beni Giomail, who were infesting the con-
fines of Uklis, he was compelled to make his way through 
a narrow pass commanded by heights which were in the 
hands of the foe. Here his people were assailed by 
flights of arrows and vast masses of stone, which the 
enemy cast down on them from above ; when the General 
Aben Ayadh was so grievously wounded by an arrow, that 
he lived only 6ne day after receiving that wound, having 
passed to the mercy of Allah on Giuma, the 22nd of Iiebie 
Brimera, in the year 5&2. 

The cavaliers by whom he was accompanied took heavy 
vengeance for his death,—but they had no other consola-
tion. They carried his body, carefully embalmed and 
enclosed in a precious casket, to Valencia, where he was 
interred with much pomp, all the city making great lamen-
tation for his loss, and the people accompanying his body 
to the tomb with tears of sincere regret, seeing that Mu-
hamad Aben Ayadh was in truth an excellent governor, 
and one who potentlv protected his frontiers : he was 
besides most liberal to all men, and generous in the 
extreme : the time of his rule was two years, nine months, 
and twenty daye. 

The inhabitants of Valencia then proclaimed Abu Ab-
dallah Mohamad Ben Sad for their Wali, as Aben Ayadh 
had declared that they should do; and in Murcia, likewise, 
the people received the Naib of Aben Ayadh to be their 
Wali, so soon as they received intelligence of their pre-
vious ruler's death. This man, even Aly Ben Obeidallah 
Abul Hassan, had indeed been already entrusted with the 
government of the city by Muhamad Aben Ayadh himself, 
who had given him charge of the place at his own departure 
for the campaign of Uklis. Aly Ben Obeidallah therefore 
remained in the government until the arrival at Murcia of 
Mohamad Ben Sad El Gazami Aben Mardanis, which event 
occurred at the end of the moon Giumada Segunda. Then 
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the new Wali, Aly Ben Obeidallah, went forth to meet El 
Gazami, and said, " My lord, thou knowest that it is by 
thy means I have obtained this city, and for thee have 
I held i t ; thine it is, wherefore do thou enter and take 
possession." Thereupon Abu Abdallah Muhamad Ben Sad 
was proclaimed with all solemnity.* 

The son-in-law of Abu Abdallah, even the Lord of Segura, 
Aben Hemsek, then came to visit and salute him with due 
deference. He was the Naib ofhisfather-in-lawin Valencia, 
and Abu Abdallah placed much confidence in his ability as 
well as integrity. The festivities, which had been very 
magnificent, having terminated, Abu Abdallah returned to 
Valencia, leaving his son-in-law, Aben Hemshek, to be 
Wali of Murcia ; and the latter appointed the General 
Aben Suar to the government of Segura, which he held 
for Aben Hemshek. The departure of Abu Abdallah Aben 
Sad from Murcia took place in the moon of Eegeb, in that 
same year of 542. 

C H A P . X L I . — O F THE CONQUESTS WHICH THE CHRISTIANS CONTINUÉ 
TO MAKE IN THE TERRITORY OF THE MOSLEMAH ; OF THE VICTORIES 
OBTAINED BY THE ALMOHADES IN AFRICA ; AND OF THE WONDEIIFÜII 
MACHINES THAT WERE MADE AT THIS TIME. 

T I I E Christians were now powerfully aided by the alliances 
they had contracted with certain leaders of the Moslemah 
themselves, and were thus enabled to wrong the latter with 
tbe greater facility. Connected with the party of Aben 
Gama, and the malcontents of Murcia, they were likewise 
m alliance with the partizans of the housé of Aben Hud, 
and therefore found no difficulty in crossing the frontier, 
which they did with a nuinerous army, destroying the pro-
ducís of the fields and carrying off the flocks of the 
inhabitants, until they arrived on the confines of Almeria, 
marking their path by the desolation they left behind 
them. 

There came as chief of the Christians the Embalatur 
* T h a t c e r e m o n y t o o k p l a c e o n t h e first d a y o f G i u m a d a P r i m e r a 

n o t S e g u n d a , i n t h e y e a r 5 4 2 . — C o n d e . 
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Alfonso himself, and the host led was such as to cover plain 
and mountain; ñor did all the founts and rivers suffice them 
for drink, while the whole product of the land was in-
sufficient to maintain the hordes of infantry and cavalry 
then following the banners of the Christian sovereign. 

The Cónsul Eerdilando of G-allicia was also a general of 
the Infidels on that occasion, as were the Count Eadmir, 
the Count Armengudi, and other rulers from Afranc, as 
well as from the remaining frontier lines of the Infidel. 
Count Eaymond also came, arriving by sea with numerous 
ships, and the Christian bands invested the city of Almeria 
by land and water, so that nothing but eagles could enter 
therein. Then the Moslemah, who wanted provisions, after 
having sustained a siege of three months, and perceiving no 
hope of succour from any part, began to think of surrender-
ing the place on such conditions as they could obtain, 
seeing that they had lost the flower of their cavalry in the 
frequent sallies which they had made, and there no longer 
remained in the city men capable of defending the place : 
they resigned it to the Embalatur accordingly at tbe cióse 
of the vear 542, having received assurance of safety for 
their lives. 

I t is true that the G-eneral Aben G-ania, who had caused 
all these misfortunes by his alliances with the Infidel, had 
sought to mitígate the sufterings of the peo-pie, whose lands 
he had devastated, and whose towns he had taken, by the 
bene&ts 'of various kinds which he conferred upon them. 
Thus be h ad left such officers of Abu Giafar Ben ílamdain's 
party as were aceeptable to the inhahitants in the govern-
ments they occupied, permitting his Alcaydes to retain the 
fortresses which they had held for Abu Giafar Ben .Hamdain, 
as he did in respect of Abul Casim Achib Ben Edris of 
Itonda, the former secretary of Abu Giafar Ben Hamdain, 
and who had been his Almoxarife* in Cordova, ever 
serving his lord with much ability, as well as loyalty and 
good faith. 

But Abul Casim Ben Edris did not long retain the 
government of his native city of Eonda, since the Alcayde 
of Arcos, Abul Hamri, who had not gone over to the party 

* Almoxarife: Lieutenant. 
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of Abdelmumen Ben Aly, as had those of Sidonia and Xeres, 
made himself master of the place by forcé (f arms. I t has 
been said, indeed, that he would not have been able to effect 
so much, had not the inhabitants been discontented with 
the rule of Abul Casim ; but things being thus, there were 
malcontents who assisted the Alcayde of Arcos to enter the 
city, notwithstanding the admirable state of fortification in 
which it was held by Abul Casim, and which must have 
proved an insurmountable obstacle without such aid, since 
the site, as well as the oíd and invincible Alcazaba of 
Bonda, were considered to render it inaccessible and im-
pregnable. 

Some writers say that Abul Casim fled in good time from 
the city; while others affirm that Abul Hami i took him 
prisoner, but suffered him instantly to depart with all his 
family, when he took refuge in Malaga, and was entertained 
m the house of Abulhakem Ben Hasoun. Brom Malaga 
Aben Casim finally proceeded to Morocco, where he fixed his 
residence in the vicinity of Abu Abdelmelik Meruan Ben 
Abuelaziz, wlio had been Wali of Valencia; being at the 
same time in that of Aben Tahir of Tadmir, and of other 
Andalusian nobles, who dwelt there under the protection of 
the Vizier Abdelatia Abu Giafar Aben Atia. All these 
Andalusians were accustomed to assemble nightly in the 
house of Aben Atia, where they passed the hours in the 
refation of pleasing histories and the recital of elegant 
poetry. By the intervention of the wise Vizier Aben Atia, 
Abul Casim was subsequently appointed Cadi of Seville, 
and in that city he remained with much honour until the 

w°b h Í S d e a t h ' w h i c h t o o k p l a c e i u t h e y e a r 5 ( 3 L 

When Abdelmumen Ben Aly, prince of the Almohades, 
Avas found to have made himself master of Morocco, a rnonth 
was not suffered to elapse before there carne to him envoys 
from the tnbes 0f Masamuda to proífer the oath of alíe-
giance, and all the cities of Almagreb made haste to place 
themselves under his protection and lordship. But in that 
same year of 542, Mohamad Aben Hud, son of Abdallah 
Aben Hud who called himself El Hehdi, or Mehedi, rose up 
against Abdelmumen in Salé, and was for some time suc-
cessful. Of this Mohamad we find it related that he was 
very poor, and gained his bread by bleaching linen on the 
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sea-shore near Salé: lie had taken the oath of allegiance 
to Abdelmumen Ben Aly, and had even done that monarch 
service at the siege of Morocco : but subsequently rising 
against him, as we have said, had found means to gather a 
considerable forcé, by which, in the earlier battles of Mo-
hamad Aben Iíud with the Almohades, the latter were more 
than once defeated. 

Having obtained possession of Temicena, Mohamad Aben 
Hud was there joiued by the Cabilas of Sanhaga, whose 
cavalry hath ever been considered excellent, and the number 
of whose people is such as to be known only to Allah who 
created them. These and other tribes became the followers 
of Mohamad Aben Hud, taking the oath of obedience to 
him ; and there soon remained in all that district no other 
cities save those of Bez and Morocco that held for Abdel-
mumen Ben Aly. The latter then sent his Xeque, Abu 
Hafas Omar Ben Yahye of Hinteta, against these rebels, 
with a carefully-chosen body of his Almohades, accom-
panied by many dexterous marksmen and certain Christian 
cavaliers who were at that time in his service, all of whom 
departed from Morocco on the first day of the moon 
Dylcada, in the year 542. 

Abdelmumen himself subsequently followed with the 
rearguard of his forcé, and the army directed its march upon 
Tensifel in the kingdom of Suz, when they met that of the 
rebels, which had taken possession of Tensitena. Here a 
fierce and sanguinary battle was fought between the opposing 
hosts, and in the hottest of the struggle the two generáis 
met in person, when they encountered each other bravely, 
both fighting with much ability and valour. But Muhamad 
Aben Hud died in that contest, having been pierced by a 
cruel tlirust of a lance from the haiid of the Xeque, Abu 
Hafas Seif Ala, and 011 his death the field was resigned by 
his followers, who were then defeated with a fearful 
slaughter. 

Now it had chanced that at this time the envoys of 
Seville had arrived at Morocco, having been sent to offer 
the oath of allegiance to King Abdelmumen Ben Aly in the 
ñame of that city. But as the sovereign was occupied with 
his war against the rebel Cabilas, they were coinpelled to 
wait a year and a half in Morocco before they could see his 
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face: at the end of that time, Abdelmumen, having subdued 
the malcontenta, returned to his court. 

When the king had obtained the mastery over the tribes 
of Sanhaga, he turned his arms against the Cabilas of Yelad 
Dukela, who had more than twenty thousand liorse, and 
upwards of two hundred thousand foot-soldiers ; but they 
were badly armed, and Abdelmumen Ben Aly therefore sub-
dued them easily, compelling them to retire to the sea-shore, 
and confining t'hein to the salt-water marshes which extend 
along the coast. Here, then, he prepared to give these tribes 
decisive battle. 

Now those of Dukela had on this occasion placed all the 
flower of their forcé in the vanguard, expecting that Abdel-
mumen Ben Aly would attack them in front with his cavalry 
and cross-bowmen: but the king made use of stratagem, 
as was much his wont. Concealing his cavalry and the 
greater part of his strength for an attack on the flanks of 
his opponent, he did but feign the attack in front, for which 
the people of Dukela were prepared, and then threw himself 
with all his forcé on the flanks: that unlooked-for movement 
compelling the tribes of Dukela to change their order of 
battle, threw their army into some confusion, and Abdel-
mumen Ben Aly then broke and defeated them with great 
slaughter. I t is true that they still maintained themselves 
m part on a slight elevation which they had found means 
to occupy, but they were ultimately driven thence, and the 
king's troops pursuing them even to the sea, drove their 
iugitive bands amidst the waves, and vast numbers there 
died in the waters, while others fell beneath the lances of 
the foe. The women of the defeated tribes were then taken 
captive, and at the same time the survivors of those Cabilas 
lost all their camels and flocks. The number of children, 
maidens, and women, was such that one of these captives 
might then be bought, as rumour declared, for a Bubia, or 
other coin of equally trifling valué* 

Tlus undertaking accomplished, Abdelmumen Ben Aly 
then returned to Morocco, entering that citv on the Idal 
Adhahea, or Feast of the Victims. The ambassadors sent 

* Ahmed Ben Yahye Ben Omeira says that a girl was sold for an 
Adirham, and a boy for half that sum.—Conde. 
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by the cities of Andalusia were then presented to him, and 
first came those of Seville, who had arrived earlier than the 
rest in Morocco, and were the most noble of all who had 
repaired thither on that occasion : these were the Cadi Abu 
Bekar Aben Alarabi Aben Muhafin, the Chatib or secretary 
Abu Bekar Aben Murber, the Chatib Abu Bekar Ben Algid, 
Abul Hassan of Tahra, and Abul Hassan Aben Sahib Salat, 
the renowned historiographer, with Abu Bekar Ben Xegir 
of Beja, Alhazri, Abu Seiud, Aben Taher, and others of the 
most distinguished inhabitants of Seville. The Cadi Aben 
Alarabi spoke in the ñame of all, and his discourse was so 
elegant, that the king was infinitely charmed with the grace 
and eloquence thereof, insomuch that he accorded to the 
Cadi permission to approach his person whenever he might 
desire to do so, and conversed with him several times. 
Among other things, Abdelmumen asked Aben Alarabi 
various questions respecting El Mehedi; as, for example, 
whether he had known that personage when a student at 
Bagdad, and whether he had studied with him in the school 
of the Imaum Algazali. 

To this the Cadi replied that he had not met El Mehedi, 
but had frequently heard him mentioned by the Imaum 
Algazali himself, who commended him highly, and frequently 
declared that El Mehedi would infallibly raise himself to 
the empire of the west. Abdelmumen furthermore enquired 
•whether Aben Alarabi had heard that El Mehedi had re-
ceived the Book of the Proverbs of Algefer from his master, 
the Imaum Algazali, discoursing with him besides of many 
other matters relating to learning and the sciences. The 
king replied, therefore, in the most favourable manner to the 
embassy of the Sevillians, granting them numerous privileges 
for their city. King Abdelmumen Ben Aly finally dis-
missed the various ambassadors, who prepared to return to 
Andalusia : but at that time the Cadi Aben Alarabi fell sick, 
and his malady increased so grievously that he died before 
he could be transported from Africa, when his remains were 
interred with much honour in the Cyebana or Mikabira of 
Eez. The rest of the ambassadors returned to Andalusia, 
in the moon of Griumada Segunda, and the year 543. 

King Abdelmumen Ben Aly now determined to restore 
the city of Morocco, and to build new mosques, schcols, and 
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other edifices of similar importance. This he proposed to 
do with the treasures of King Aly, the son of Juzef, and 
with the riches of Lamtuna, which were of inestimable 
valué; nay, there is not a tongue but must prove incapable 
of describing them, or enumerating their amount. _ B e 
accordingly caused a large mosque to be constructed in tbe 
house or palace called Dakalhijar; and this was a more mag-
nificent one than that which had been formerly founded in 
the lower part of the city by King Aly Ben Juzef. 

The mosque being in course of construction, Abdelmumen 
Ben Aly caused passages or galleries of extraordinary con-
trivance and marvellous artifice to be made tberein; and 
these, which were all concealed, being connected with his 
palace, supplied him with a secret way by which he could 
enter the mosque without being seen. He likewise pre-
sented to the mosque an Almimbar, or pulpit, of admirable 
workmansbip, the material thereof being of an aromatic 
wood called lit, or of sandal wood, white, pale-yellow coloured, 
or red: all the bands, bars, cleats, clamps, nails, screws, and 
fastenings of whatever kind, were of gold or silver, while 
the most exquisite beauty of execution was perceptible in 
every part of that graceful and elegant work. 

At the same time, Abdelmumen Ben Aly caused a 
Maksura or movable cabinet, platform, or apartment, to be 
constructed, which could be moved from one part to another 
upon wheels, although the space within it was so great as to 
be capable of containing one thousand persons. This 
station or apartment had six divisions, wings, or arms, 
which were extended by means of hinges peculiarly formed ; 
and these, as well as the wheels, were so disposed and 
contrived that they produced no sound when put in move-
ment, but acted in profound silence, yet with the most 
complete certainty ; every piece of the whole was so carefully 
prepared, and all had been calculated with so much nicety 
according to the rules of geometry, that each of tbe 
machines (those acting on the Maksura and Almimbar, 
namely) moved simultaneously at the instant when the 
curtains of either door by which the king might be pleased 
to enter as he passed into the mosque, were raised as he 
proceeded to make the Azala on tbe Griuma of every week : 
the moment the curtain was lifted, that is to say, the 

YOL. I I . H H 
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Maksura and Almimbar began to moVe forward, each on its 
own side, and both advancing on their wheels with infinite 
quietude and dignity. The arms or divisions alike extended 
themselves without any discord or failure in the exactitude 
of the movements, gradually placing themselves in perfect 
silence within convenient positions of the principal chapel. 

To the Almimbar there was furthermore added machinery 
of such a kind that as the Chatib or preacher ascended the 
steps of the same, the door gradually opened, and when he 
had entered, it closedin like manner, soffcly and without any 
cause of that effect being seen or heard,—such was the perfect 
action which had been given to those admirable machines. 
The king, with his guards and household, could also ascend 
to hÍ3 Maksura, and return with the same facility. 

These wonderful works were performed by the renowned 
artificer Alhaus Yahix, of Malaga, the same who constructed 
the fortress of Gebal Tarik, also by order of Abdelmumen 
Ben Aly. The extraordinary art exhibited in these machines 
was celebrated in elegant verses by the Chatib Abu Bekir 
Ben Murber of Fehra. The poem, which is a long one, 
contains a passage to the following effect:—• 

Happy art thou, if, to the royal house 
Of him whose hand, extended o'er the nations, 
Proteets and shelters all, thy lord shall cali thee. 
Happy if to those walls thou mayst approach 
Where dwells our sovereign ; he, whose liberal heart 
Embracing all, seeks most the wise and learned, 
The eunning workman, as the sage sublime 
Of varied lore; duly rewarding each. 

There, secret most prodigious ! shalt thou find 
Machines that reason, or that move as beings 
Endowed with sense and will. Portáis are there 
Of fair proportion, opening, as the step 
Of their known lord approaches them. They haste 
To give him entrance, ñor ref'use the same 
To such as he hath graced to follow him— 
His nobles and viziers. More shalt thou see— 
Machines that move to meet him as he nears them 
Attentive to his wish, and stealing forth 
Silently to receive their potent lord. 
Nay, when he turns to leave them, they retire, 
Anticipating still the wish he forms. 
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Calm and majestic, as their glorious master 
So do they seem. Of fair and varied form 
Is every part. Noble and graceful movements 
Distinguish all ; their beauty regular 
And lovely as the moon, what time she paces 
Soft througli the star-strewn vaults of the fair heaven. 

Without the city, King Abdelmumen Ben Aly caused a 
pleasant garden to be planted ; the extent thereof was three 
miles in either direction, the ground forming a square, and 
in it were exeellent fruits, both sweet and acid, of every 
kind known, so that nothing remained to be desired therein. 
h or his garden Abdelmumen caused water to be conducted 
trom Agmat, and with that water he constructed several fine 
íountains. Aben Iza Ben Ahmed Ben Muza, who was at 
Morocco in the year 543, declares that the produce of the 
olives in that garden were tben farmed at a rent of thirty 
thousand Almumini doubloons, and that this sum was con-
sidered to be a moderate one when taken in relation with 
the valué of those fruits. 

i n t b a t same year of 543 the King of Sicily took pos-
session of the city of Mehedra with those of Sifakis, Bona, 
and others, to the great loss of the Moslemah. 

About this time Abdelmumen Ben Aly directed his march 
o n igümesa, which surrendered by capitulation, having 
received promise of security for the lives of the inhabitants. 
l ne king then returned to Morocco, but did not remain 

e r e many days, having determined on a campaign against 
e people o f B e n i Cuete, with whom he had many obstinate 

A°Si h e fiually defeated their forces, ñor would 
Abdelmumen consent to remove his sword from above their 
neads until he had totally destroyed them. 

Attairs were in that state when the inhabitants of Cebta 
rose against the Almohades, and expelled them from their city. 
ihis they did after having accepted Abdelmumen Ben Aly 
as their lord, proclaimed him in their streets, and received 
numerous benefits at his hands, seeing that the king liad 
repaired their walls, restored their mosques, and conferred 
other íavours upon them. I t was in pursuance of the 
counsels oí their Cadi Ayadh Ben Muza that the people of 
Cebta rose in rebellion, and having done so they fell 
suddenly on the Almohades, slaying all on whom they 
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could lay hands; they suffered none to escape save only 
those who had the good fortune to receive timely warning, 
and so took flight. The principal men of the Almohades 
the rebels are even accused of having burnt alive. 

The Cadi Ayadh Muza then embarked in the port, and 
passed over into Spain to require succours from the General 
Abu Zacaria Aben Gania, who gave him a body of troops, 
commanded by El Darawi, who was a very brave and able 
captain. 

With these auxiliarles Ayadh Muza then returned to 
Cebta; and the Andalusians had no sooner entered tbe city 
than its inhabitants proclaimed Abu Zacaria Aben Gania 
their Wali. The Andalusian general was now joined by 
Aben Gueta, and together they went forth against the 
forces of the king, Abdelmumen Aben Aly. The two armies 
having joined battle, Abdelmumen defeated and routed the 
rebels most effectually, slaying the greater part of them, and 
taking very many prisoners. El Darawi escaped with life, 
and then wrote letters to Abdelmumen Ben Aly requesting 
to be admitted among the nurnber of his subjects; where-
upon the king granted what he desired, and El Darawi 
took the oath of allegiance, acknowledging Abdelmumen 
Ben Aly as his lord. 

When the people of Cebta heard of this, they considered 
themselves to be but lost men, and sent messengers to the 
king declaring that they had cast themselves trembling at 
his feet, and entreating forgiveness. Abdelmumen received 
their submission with much satisfaction, and did in fact 
consent to forgive them, as well as their Cadi Ayadh Muza, 
but he commanded that the walls of their city should be 
demolished. 

At the same period the defences of Mekinesa were like-
wise razed to the ground by order of Abdelmumen Ben Aly, 
who had held that place in a sort of siege for nearly seven 
years; but having entered it bv forcé of arms on Wednesday, 
the third day of the Moon Giumada Brimera, in the year 
543, he put the greater part of the inhabitants to the sword, 
deprived those whose lives he spared of one-fifth of all they 
possessed, and after he had first permitted his troops to 
subject the city to plunder and sack, he caused it to be 
ntterly destroyed. 
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C H A P . X L I I . — T H E ALMOHADES TAKE COEDOVA AND OTHEE CITIES 

OF ANDALUSIA. 

IN this year the Almohades laid siege to Cordova, which was 
then. held by Aben Gania, who defended the place with 
admirable valour. Every day the besieged made sorties, 
which ended in the most obstinate conflicts, and many were 
the surprises which they also prepared for their enemy. 
But after a sanguinary struggle the General Aben Gania 
became convincecl that the place could not be much longer 
mamtained; he therefore departed secretly on a certain day 
when his people had had a skirmish with the besiegers, and 
repaired to Granada, leaving his Wali Yahye Ben Aly Ben 
Aasa in Cordova, which that officer did not deferid long after 
his lord had left i t ; on the contrary, he made an agreement 
with the Almohades, to whom he surrendered the place with 
tbe solé condition of safety for the lives of the Almorávides, 
i fie latter then evacuated the city, taking refuge for the 
most part in Cormona; but a certain portion of their number 
proceeded to Granada, with their Wali Yahye Ben Aly 
Ben Aasa. J 

i The general of the Almohades then took possession of 
^ordova which he entered in the ñame of Abdelmumen Ben 
C í T r t l i e C h o t b a w a s m a d e f o r that monarch in the 

Aljame, when the latter had been purified for the 
purpose. The previous Mushaf of Othman Ben Afán was 
trien also restored, and put in order to be presented to the 
King Abdelmumen Ben Aly. 

n ^lmoravide general, Aben Gania, perceiving 
well that his own forces would not suffice effectually to 
encounter those of Abdelmumen Ben Aly, King of the 
Almohades, entreated the aid of his former ally and friend, 
the -hmbelatur, even Alfonso, King of Toledo, when the 
latter sent him a body of cavalry, commanded by the Count 
ol Almanrik. _ With that reinforcement to the people of his 

temtories Aben Gania then went forth to seek the 
Almohades but perceiving that his General Yahye Ben Aly 
discouraged the hearts of his troops by insisting on the 
great bravery and dexterity in the use of their arms, which 
were exhibited by the Almohade cavaliers, Aben Gania was 
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110 longer able to endure his presenee; wherefore he one day 
drew his seimitar and struck off the head of Yahye Ben Aly 
at one blow, exclaiming as he did so, " This ought I to have 
done before I confided to thy craven hand the defence of 
Cordova." 

Arrived in the district of Jaén, Abu Zacaria Aben Gania 
had various conflicts with the Almohades, whom he opposed 
with varying fortunes, but after a time, the forces of Abdel-
mumen Ben Aly having obtained possession of Carmona, 
united all their bands, and ventured to advance upon the 
Vega of Granada: entering this district, therefore, they 
destroved the crops, cut up the cultivated grounds, and 
carried devastation whithersoever they appeared. 

Abu Zacaria Aben Gania then determined to hazard a 
general battle, and the combat was a very fierce one ; but 
Aben Gania himself was so grievously wounded by the 
many thrusts of the Almohade lances, which had pierced 
through his armour, that he died of those injuries imme-
dktely after; on Friday namely, the 21st day* of the Moon 
Xuban in the year 543. He was interred at Cazbe Baz in 
the Makbira of Badis Ben Habus, King of Granada. To 
the Almorávides the death of Abu Zacaria Aben Gania was 
the source of much sorrow, seeing that in him ended that 
series of Almoravide generáis who have left so splendid a 
trace in story, with the memory of so many glorious and 
heroic deeds. I t was by this illustrious general that the 
battle of Braga was won from the Christians, and wherein 
the bravest of the infidel kings, Alfonso, monarch of two 
kingdoms, was slain : it is true that his fame was somewhat 
obscured by an alliance with the Christians, from which he 
had sought aid during that war of Anfitnaf which we are 
now describing. 

In the following year of 544, the Almohades occupied 
many cities of Andalusia, and arrived before Medina Jaén, 
which they besieged; but the city surrendered on certain 
conditions, and the Almohades having made good their 
entrance, the Chotba for King Abdelmumen Ben Aly was 
made in the mosques thereof. 

* Or as Alabar says, on Tliursday, the lOth of that month.— CWe. 
t Alfítna: proof, or trial. 
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In Africa also the same powerful monarch took possession, 
with his Almoade troops, of much new territory, obtaining 
possession of the city of Meliana among others. In the 
year 544 it was that a general known as Aben Tamarkid 
raised his hand against Abdelmumen Ben Aly in Temezena ; 
and this circumstance gave the king much anxiety, because 
Tamarkid had joined himself to the rebel Aben Gueta, who 
had been proclaimed their lord by many of the Cabilas of 
Barbary. But Abdelmumen received timely intelligence of 
all that took place, and going forth against these insurgents, 
he compelled them to a pitched battle, power against power, 
wherein Aaelmumen obtained the advantage, although not 
without an obstinate and sanguinary struggle. The rebel 
leader died fighting in the combat, and his head was sent 
to Morocco, together with the news of that signal victory. 

At the commencement of the year 545, the King Alfonso 
of Toledo set forth in aid of the Almorávides who liad been 
led by Abu Zacaria Aben Gania; he was acquainted with 
that general's death, but now declared himself the protector 
of all who held to his party. Continuing his march until 
he reached Cordova, the Christian king then laid siege to 
that^ city and its Almohade defenders ; his skirmishing 
parties meanwhile destroying the fields, carrying off the 
nocks, and taking the lives of the unhappy people who 
dwelt in that part of Andalusia. 

Jving Abdelmumen Ben Aly was equally active on his 
part, but was employing his arms in Africa, and had con-
ducted his forces against Medina Salé, whither he caused 
puré water to be conducted from Eabatal Fetah. While 
thus occupied, Abdelmumen Ben Aly received notice of the 
arrival in Morocco of an embassy from Andalusia, which 
consisted of no less than five hundred cavaliers of the 
highest distinction and importance, everyone of them being 
a Xeque, Alcayde, Alfaki, Alchatib, or other eminent person. 
They were received by the Yiziers of Abdelmumen Ben Aly, 
even Abu Ibrahim and Abu Hafas, who did them all lionour, 
and entertained them with splendid hospitality. These 
distinguished guests were subsequently presented to Abdel-
mumen himself, saluting him on his return to his court; 
but three days after they were again presented with great 



4 7 2 DOMINION OF THE ARA.T3S IN SPAIN. [A.D. 1 1 4 5 . 

solemnity, and on that occasion, which was the first day of 
the Moon Muharram in the year 546, the learned Chatib 
and Alfaki, Abu (riaffar Ben Atia, discoursed with Abdel-
mumen Ben Aly in relation to the affairs of Spain, sup-
porting all that the Spanish ambassadors had previously 
affirmed in a discourse which they had made to the king. 
This erudite person, who was the secretarv of King Abdel-
mumen Ben Aly, had indeed but just returned from 
Andalusia, whither he had been sent by his sovereign to 
take order for the arrangement of affairs in Cordova, and 
for the government of that city, then recently subjected to 
the Almohade power. He had also been commissioned to 
instal the Cadi of the Grand Aljama, even Abul Casim Ben 
Alhaug, in his charge; and thus informed by personal 
observation, he was in good condition for describing to his 
lord the state of things in Cordova and in Andalusia 
generally. He made known, therefore, to Abdelmumen Ben 
Aly that the capital of Spain, and the central city of the 
Moslemah dweiling in that country, was at that time 
subjected to attack and besieged by the tyrant Alfonso— 
whom may Allah confound! and told how the fields of its 
Comarcas were destroyed by the barbarous Infidel, the 
villages of the district being burnt, and the whole land 
devastated by the same evil hands. " I f thou, O King," 
he added, " dost permit Cordova to be taken, the hearts of 
the Moslemah, who have defended it with so much steadiness 
and bravery, cannot but sink and be discouraged; but all 
the Faithful hope that thou wilt hasten to their rescue, and 
expel the enemy of Islam from their borders. To thee all 
direct their eyes as towards a mountain of refuge, and in 
thee is the trust of all for the security and assured 
protection of their lives: do not thou, then, O King of the 
laithful, disappoint the expectations that these men have 
founded on thy known desire for the welfare of Islam." 

Something to the same effect was urged by Abu Bekir 
Alged, in a brief and elegant address, which Abdelmumen 
Ben Aly heard with pleasure and attention, replying to 
both the speakers with many judicious observations, and 
declaring his intention of acting promptly in defence of 
those for whom those eloquent orators sought his aid. He 
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then dismissed them, exhorting each of the ambassadors to 
be zealous in the service of his country; and they all 
returned thither accordingly without delay. 

In the commencement of the year 546, Abdelmumen Ben 
Alv set his troops in motion for the purpose of repressing 
certain mdications of discontent which had become per-
ceptible in the eastern parts of Africa. He appointed Abu 
llafas Ben Yahye to be governor of Morocco during his 
absence, and departed for Medina Salé, where he remained 
two months, as if desirous of preparing for his passage into 
fepam. From Salé, Abdelmumen repaired to Cebta, where 
he exhibited the same manifestations of a purpose to pass 
the strait. He there dismissed the Andalusian ambassadors, 
those of Seville and Cordova namely, who then embarked for 
their own country,—to which they returned highly satisfied, 
and bearing with them the brightest hopes. 

When King Abdelmumen Ben Aly had assembled the 
number of troops that he required ín the Alcazar Abdel-
Kernn he divided them into such bodies as he thought 
suitable for his purpose, and gave orders as to what each 
división should do: he then continued his march to Guadi 
T i the last-named place the king proceeded to 
•e enc®m) but in that city he did not remain more than a 

single day, and while there commanded that a proclamation 
to the tollowing effect should be made throughout the host: — -tiearye, O 

my people, and attend to my words ; which-
wh h sP e a^ o n e syllable or utter a word 
his head" W e ma<^e known, shall lose 

Ihat order announced, Abdelmumen proceeded with all 
í l 7 ? , c o u l d make towards Bugia, which place he 

reacned by forCed marches, and with so much secrecy, that 
tne re bel Lord of Bugia, on whose territories he had thus 
advanced, even Asisbila Yahye Ben Anasir Ben Hamid, who 
was descended from the Beni Hamides or Hamudes of 
bantiaga, remained in ignoranco of his approach until the 
troops had reached Algezair, of which city Abdelmumen Ben 
Aly took possession, by treaty with its Aleado or Amil. The 
mhabitants received promise of security for their lives, and 
were received into the protection of King Abdelmumen ; but 
the Alcayde, distrusting the intentions of the king as regarded 
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himself, departed secretly on the day of Abdelmumen's 
entry. He had scarcely got clear of the city, when he met 
his master, the Lord of Bugia, to whom he related all that 
had taken place, and how the King Abdelmumen Ben Aly 
had become possessor of Algezair and Medina. Amazed at 
this intelligence, which was altogether unexpected, Asisbila 
Yahye Ben Anasir Ben Hamud was for some time unable 
to bebe ve what he heard; but when assured of the truth, his 
courage sank, and he gave himself up for lost. 

Abdelmumen Ben Aly on his part lost no time, but 
marching on Bugia, laid siege to that city, which threw 
open its gates on the second day, the citizens goiDg forth 
to receive their new Lord, and the Naib who governed the 
place for the King of Bugia, and who was called Abu Ab-
dallah Ben Simón, known also as Abu Hamdoun, offered 
him the sovereignty of the same, while Asisbila Ben Anasir, 
its king, had no other resource than flight; wherefore, 
leaving his possessions to his powerful enemy, he sought 
refuge in Cosantina.* But Abdelmumen at once despatched 
a body of troops in pursuit, commanding the general of 
that forcé to press the deposed monarch so closely as to 
render it impossible for him to assemble any considerable 
number of bis people ; and this was done effectually, inso-
much that Asisbila Yahye Ben Anasir, placed in a condition 
wherein be could no longer defend himself, was compelled 
to make terms with the conqueror, from whom he received 
assurances of security for himself and all his family ; where-
upon the King Abdelmumen Ben Aly took possession of 
his whole territory.+ 

The Almohade sovereign then retired to his court of 
Morocco, taking the King of Bugia, Asisbila Ben Anasir 
Aben Hamid, in his company. He there presented the 
deposed monarch with a magnificent house and large pos-
sessions, which enabled him to live in the city of Morocco 
with all honour and in a manner suited to the nobility of 
his birth, being ever esteemed very highly, as it is said, by 
the King of the Almohades, Abdeímumen Ben Aly. 

* Abdel Halim tells us that Asisbila fled by sea to Medina Gouna, 
and from Gouna to Medina Castela.—Conde. 

t The author referred to in the preceding note describes Abdelmumen 
as entering Bezaya in the moon of Dylcada, 547.—Idem. 
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But Asisbila Ben Anasir Aben Hamid subsequently lost 
his judgment, and at such moments as he could take recre-
ación , the one in which he most delighted was the chase, all 
kinds of wild animals being in tura the objects of his search. 
He took lions, tigers, and other creatures of equal fierce-
ness, in nets of iron; and a portion of the fruits of that 
chase was constantly presented byhim to Abdelmumen, who 
was much pleased with his gifts, which he received with 
all due courtesy, conferring many favours on Asisbila Ben 
Hamid in return. 

One day Ben Hamid brought to the king a young lion 
which he had newly taken, and led chained to the palace: 
he conducted the animal into the hall where Abdelmumen 
Ben Aly was then on his seat of judgment. Beholding 
the lion approach, Abdelmumen Ben Aly commanded that 
his chain should be taken off, and Aben Hamid set the 
animal free accordingly, to the great terror of all who were 
present; but the lion was 110 sooner at liberty than he 
walked directly towards the king, and passing through the 
mes of the guards, marched forward with his eyes flaming 
as do lighted torches: he arrived at the throne of Abdel-
mumen Ben Aly without injuring any one, when he lay 
down at the king's feet with extraordinary gentleness, re-
maining there in perfect quietude. On that same day there 
was presented to Abdelmumen a bird which spoke A rabie 
and the language of Barbary, pronouncing clearly various 
words in both those tongues, and saluting the sovereign 
very intelligibly. This gave oecasion to Abu Aly of Xeres 
lor the composition of certain verses, wherein he alindes to 
the iact that wild beasts and birds subjected themselves 
to king Abdelmumen Ben Aly, proffering him their obedi-
ence and acknowledging his sovereignty. 

CITAP. X L I I I , — O F THE SCHOOLS AND COLLEOES FOUNDED BY ABDEL-
MUMEN. HE CAUSES THE OATH OE ALLEGIANCE TO BE TAKEN TO HIS 
SON, CID MOHAMAD, WHOM HE DECLARES HIS SUCCESSOE. OF THE 
WARS IN AFRICA AND SPAIN. 

W H E N the affairs of Africa had been placed in good order, 
the king appointed his Xeque, Abu Mohamad Ben Abi 
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Afs, to be bis "Wali in that country. He then turned 
his attention to the embellishment of his city of Morocco, 
which he enriched by the establishment of Aljamas and 
Colleges. He also founded a school for the instruction of 
youth, not in the sciences only, but in the use of arms like-
wise, and in such accomplishments as befít the soldier: for 
he would not only have learned Cadies, able Grovernors of 
provinces, and competent Alcaydes of cities, but desired, 
furthermore, to see generáis and good warriors issuing from 
his schools. Into these colleges and schools the king 
gathered boys from the noblest families of Masámuda and 
other tribes of his dominions, their number amounting to 
three thousand, and their age being so exactly equal that 
they seemed all to have been brought into the world on one 
and the same day. These children were called Hafites, and 
sometimes Talbes, because they studied and committed to 
memory the Muetta or precepts of El Mehedi, and were 
also instructed from another book called the Cazema Yutlabu, 
which is one of the most valuable works that can be desired 
for such a purpose: many other books were also used for 
the instruction of those youths. 

These Hafites the king was wont to assemble in his 
Alcazar on the Griumas or Fridays, which was the day when 
he went to the Azala; and he would then command them to 
repeat in his presence what they had learned during the week, 
—thus encouragingthose youths to study,tothe end that they 
might become learned men, capable of prompt resolution and 
able to offer discreet counsels. On another day of the week 
Abdelmumen would have them perform in his presence 
their exercises in the management of their horses and the 
use of arms, causing them to cast the javelin, to show their 
speed in races, and to exhibit other accomplishments suited 
to their knightly condition: a third day was devoted to the 
display of their dexterity in the use of the cross-bow, the 
casting of darts, shooting with arrows, and using other 
missile weapons: on another day of the week, again, the 
king would have these Hafites exercised in swimming, and 
for that purpose he had caused a great pond, which might 
well be called a lake, to be dug in his garden; it was three 
hundred paces long, and of equal breadth, having the form 
of a square, and on this piece of water were vessels of 
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various forms and character,—as, for example, miniature 
frigates and others, some of which were invented by Abdel-
mumen Ben Aly himself, and were of a singular construction 
never before seen. On these he would bave the Hafites 
ernbark, when the opposing parties attacked each other, 
approaching or retreating with all speed, and showing much 
dexterity in the management of tbeir ships. 

In rowing, steering, and all the various manoeuvres re-
quired for the government of vessels on sea, the king wrould 
also have the Hafites well-informed, compelling all to exercise 
themselves continually in whatever he considered necessary 
for their accomplishment in war, alike on land and sea. In 
this manner every day of the week was employed, each 
having its appointed occupation, and the young men being 
animated to"their tasks by the honourable rewards which 
king Abdelmumen Ben Aly bestowed on such as were 
victors in the various fights, or had otherwise distinguished 
themselves in their exercises and duties. And as the king 
had gifts and praises for ability, so had he the most effectual 
admonitions for those who needed such, by which means he 
awakened a powerful spirit of emulation in those youths, 
who were all eager to distinguish themselves and to merit 
the approbation of their king. The expenses for all things 
required by the various studies were supplied by Abdelmumen 
Ben Aly himself, and bv him it was that the arms and 
horses of the young men were also provided. 

Among these Hafites were thirteen sons of the king, who 
all proved to be very dexterous in the use of their weapons ; 
they were particularly apt in all the exercises, and were, 
moreover, distinguished for other very laudable qualities. 
Now it was the declared intention of King Abdelmumen 
Ben Aly to confer on the Hafites whom he thus carefully 
ínstructed, the governments which had been held by their 
fathers respectively, placing men of age and experience with 
such of them as were still young, to the end that these 
sages might give them the aid of their counsels and wisdom. 
The Xeques and nobles suggested to him that his own sons 
ought to be appointed to the principal among his govern-
ments; but for some time Abdelmumen did not listen to 
their entreaties; yet as they persisted and did not cease their 
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instances to that effect, he granted their request at a sub-
sequent period. 

In the already mentioned year of 546, the general Abu 
Ilafaz passed into Spain by order of King Abdelmumen Ben 
Aly, having a large army of Almohade Moslemah in his 
command, and with that Xeque went Cid Abu Said, son of 
the Ameer Ammuminin Abdelmumen Aly, with intent that 
he should take part in the Algazua, or holy war, against 
the Christians. The principal charge given by the king to 
his general Abu Hafas and to Cid Abu Said, his son, was 
that of recovering the city of Almeria from the hands of the 
Infidel; and to this end they were provided with a nume-
rous fleet of ships, that the Moslemah forcé might be pre-
pared to attack the Christians by sea as well as by land. 
The two coinmanders advanced on Almeria accordingly, be-
sieging the place with much ardour, and soon bringing it to 
great straights, seeing that they omitted no means of assault; 
ñor was there any engine of war which they did not bring 
against it. 

Among other things, Cid Abu Said commanded that a 
wali of earth should be constructed around the city ; and this 
was done so effectually that neither entrance to, ñor issue 
from Almeria, was possible to any but the eagles. 

Now the Christians had earlydemanded succours from their 
king Alfonso; ñor did that sovereign delay the despatch of 
the needful reinforcements ; and with these came Abdallah 
Ben Ayadh Aben Mardanis, who likewise brought a power-
ful forcé of foot and horse, in the hope of relieving the 
town. But they could not compel the Almohades to raise 
the siege, neither could they approach the city, or make 
any impression on the wali raised by Cid Abu Said. 

Then the Christians constructed a wail on their part, by 
which that of the Almohade prince was in its turn en-
closed and surrounded as it had previously encircled the 
walls of the city: this last bulwark was an exceedingly 
strong and high one. And now there were daily skirmishes, 
wherein the Moslemah troops laboured to destroy what was 
done in the construction of the circumvallation, and to 
impede the continuance of the works. Wonders of valour 
were then performed by the brave warriors of both sides, 
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until the Christians, despairing of their ability to overcome 
the persistence of Cid Abu Said, broke up their camp, as 
did also Abdallah Ben Ayadh Aben Mardanis, with the 
Christian forcé sent by King Alfonso, when those two armies 
last mentioned separated; ñor did they ever again unite 
their forces. 

From Almería the Christian generáis procceded to besiege 
the cities of Ubeda and Baeza, then occupied by Almohade 
troops, by whom the Christians previously holding them had 
been expelled. Now Ubeda and Baeza liad been sacked by 
the Infidel in the time of Aben Grania, and in that cam-
paign wherein King Alfonso had repaired to Aben Gania's 
assistance. At that period the Christian king had ravaged 
and devastated Andalusia during three entire months, and had 
occupied those two cities for some time, but finally, ex-
hausted and worn out by repeated skirmishes, and by the 
perpetual surprises given them by the Moslemah, his 
troops had retired, defeated and discouraged, to their own 
frontiers. 

Cid Abu Said on his part continued the siege of Almería; 
but the strength of the city caused the operations to be 
greatly prolonged, as we shall see. 

In Africa King Abdelmumen was again compelled to 
oespatch a forcé, for the purpose of restraining eertain re-
oohious demonstrations which were made in the territory 
oí Begaya and in Medina Kintala. These troubles were 
íound, nevertheless, to be of but slightimportance, and when 
the rebels had been brought into subjection, the king 
appointed one of the Almohade Talbes to act as the Cadi 
oí the district, and govern those Comarcas. 

i n the year 548, Abdelmumen Ben Aly caused Isaltin 
Loraib Almehedi to be pursued and taken prisoner, when 
he was brought from Cebta to Morocco in chains, and the 
Jung commanded that he should be in.paled before the gate 
oí the last-mentioned city. After having seen that sentence 
executed, Abdelmumen determined to repair to Tinmaul, 
there to visit the tomb of the Imaum El Mehedi. He placed 
all things in good order within the city of Morocco, and 
that done, he set forth with a great train and escort of 
cavalry. Arrived at Tinmaul, he distributed large alms to 
the poor, and commanded that a splendid mosque should be 
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erected in the city. Bemaining to see the commencement 
of the work, he departed so soon as the building had been 
commenced, and repaired to Salé, where he made his abode 
during the rest of the year 548. 

At the commencement of the year 549, Abdelmumen Ben 
Aly disposed all things for the declaration of his successor 
to the empire of the Almohades, and for the ceremony of 
taking the oath of allegiance, which he then determined 
to solemnize. "With these intentions he sent letters 
to all the provinces, assembling the Xeques thereof, and 
when the nobles were all in presence, he declared his son, 
Cid Muhamad, to be the successor he had chosen, with the 
command that the prince's ñame should thenceforth be 
mentioned in the Chotba, immediately after his own. I t 
was in this assembly of his Almohade Xeques that Abdel-
mumen, yielding to their suggestions, made a distribution 
of the governments and Amelias of his empire among his 
sons, at the same time appointing the principal of those 
Xeques to be the counsellors and associates in authority of 
the princes thus distinguished. To Cid Abu Hafal, the 
King gave the government of Telencen and its Comarcas, 
appointing Abu Muhamad Abdelhac Waldin to be his 
associate or counsellor; he furthermore named the Alfakir 
Abul Hassan, with Abdelmelic Ben Ayas, to be the secre-
taries of the young governor. The government of Cebta 
and Tangiers he gave to his son Cid Abu Said, the 
associates of that prince being Abu Muhamad Abdalla 
Ben Suleiman and Abu Bekir Ben Genis of Beja. 

To his son Cid Abu Muhamad Abdallah he gave the go-
vernment of Begaya, appointing Abu Said to be his associate, 
and giving the latter a deputy or lieutenant in the person of 
Abu Alhassan. The government of Seville and Talf, with 
their Comarcas, he bestowed on his son Cid Abu Jakub 
Juzef, naming the Xeque Abu Zaide Ben Nagib to the 
Waliazgo of Cordova, with all its Amelias or jurisdictions. 
On his son Cid Abu Hassan the King conferred the govern-
ment of Pez, appointing the .Xeque Abu Jakub Juzef Ben 
Suleiman to be his associate, and giving him Abul Abbas 
Ben Muda for his secretary : all these Xeques were enjoined 
to assist the young men by the prudence of their counsels, to 
the end that those princes might become confirmed in the 
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principies and knowledge required to constitute good and 
able governors. 

A Í.ER distribution of tbe government among tbe sons 
oí Abdelmumen Ben Aly, and his deciaration of Cid Mu-
hamad to be his successor, with the justice inñicted on 
Isaltin of Coraib, the Almehedi, there followed another 
event, which we now proceed to relate. The brothers of 
the unhappy Isaltin, Abdelaziz and Iza, unwarned by the 
íearíul example which the king had made of their relative, 
mcited the people of Medina Fez to rise against his 
authority, and having assembled a strong forcé, they 
marched against Morocco itself, taking the road of 
Aimaadin. The king was then on the point of departure from 

Leama Salé, and meeting a portionof those troops as they 
bat i r f r ° m 'F e z ' h e w a s a m a z e d a t t h e unexpected 
n e ligence of the two brothers having already entered 

Morocco by surprise. 
Aow the king had left the Yizier Abu Giaífar Ben Atia 

De his Wali in Morocco during the period of his own 
Auj^Ce.' "ut Abu Giaífar had made no movement against 
ADüeiaziz and Iza, who put Abu Hafaz Ben Yaferagez, the 
governor of the city, to death. 
relief C a m e Abdelmumen Ben Aly himself to the 

° p l a c e ' which he entered so secretly that 
none were aware of his coming, and the king acted with 
hanrí+í caution that he succeeded in gettmg into his 
he S t W° u n f o r tunate men, Abdelaziz and Iza, whom 
oLTnfl l ? ? m s e á t o b e impaled, as had been done in the caseoftheir brother Isaltin. 
thpv + i iS a m e ? e a r the Almohades entered Leila, which 
commad 7 ? ° r m ' a f t e r a l o n S a n d «üfficult siege. The 
bv Ah 11 ° troops had on this occasion been confided 
Yamoun h m e n B e n A l y t o h i s g e n e r a l A b u Zacaria Ben 
thp u n ' . o gave many proofs of bravery and aptitude in 
wie practice of war during the course of the siege, which 
was a somewhat protracted one; but Zacaria Ben Yamoun 

T\J S"C C e e d e d in carrying the place by assault. 
I N O W the inhabitants of Leila had retired to that one of 

tneir suburbs which was the most remote from the point 
S V , ; ® ^ ' 3 had forced an entrance; but the 

YOL 7 P u r s u e d t h e fugitives thither, putting 
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all whom they encountered to the sword, without sparing 
the life of any, insomuch that there perished at the storming 
of Leila many illustrious persons, men of learning and 
others, the loss of whom is greatly to be deplored. Among 
these was the Faki Abu Hakem Ben Batal, the celebrated 
historian and traditionary, with the Eaki Saleh Alfadil Abu 
Ornar Ben Alhad: eight thousand persons were put to death 
in one suburb only, and in the environs of the city no less 
than four thousand men were slain by tbe soldiery. They 
afterwards put up all the maidens and children to sale, with 
the property of all kinds. The jewels and other valuables, 
nay, even tbe vestments of the people, beiug all thus dis-
posed of, the usual disposition of tbe spoil took place 
beneath the banners of the army as would have been 
done had that been a market of war held by the orders of 
the king. 

"When Abdelmumen Ben Aly was made aequainted with 
these things he was greatly displeased ; so much was he en-
raged against the general Abu Zacaria Ben Yamoun, that he 
commanded him to be brought to Morocco in chains, which 
was done, and Abu Zacaria thus entered the capital at the 
cióse of Eamazan, and on the Easter of Alfitra. He was 
then cast into a dungeon, the king reproving him severely 
for his cruelty and the unbridled license he had permitted, 
ñor was he forgiven until after he had suffered a long 
imprisonment. Yet for all this severity in the punishment 
of the culpable commander, Abdelmumen Ben Aly did not 
restore any part of their possessions to such of the unbappy 
dwellers in Leila as had escaped with their lives, and who, 
though delivered from death, had to endure the loss of all 
their property. 

In the commencement of tbe year 550 the King Abdel-
mumen Ben Aly commanded that the mosques of all the 
provinces should be repaired, and he furthermore gave 
orders—being moved thereto by his innate love of learning 
and fcaste for literature—that the reading of Hadices should 
be immediately permitted and encouraged, as well as the 
writing and teaching of the same. He forbade the burning 
of books relating to deeds of knightly prowess, and gave 
permission for the writing of new books wherein adven-
turous stories might be set forth and narrated. These 
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orders and permissions went abroad, and were publisbed 
m all the provinces, not only of Africa, but of Andalusia. 

CHAP. XLIY.—Or THE CONQUESTS OF THE ALMOHADES IN SPAIN. 

OF THEIR FURTHER EXTENSION OF TERRITORY, OE THEIR ARMY, AND 
OF THE ORDER OF THEIR MARCH. 

IÍT Andalusia the army of the Almohades was now making 
considerable progress ; they overran the territory of Granada, 
trom which Prince Aly of the Almorávides found it necessary 
to retire : he withdrew to Almunecaub accordingly, de-
termined there to embark and fly, in the event of affairs 
urning against him. His people then took possession of the 
ortresses which command the sea coast; but while awaiting 

e course of events in Almunecaub, Prince Aly received 
poison, of which he died in the year 551. 

be Almohades shortly afterwards made themselves 
masters of Granada, whicii the Naib of Aben Gania sur-
, f n ^ e d to them on certain conditions, and they entered 

e Alcazaba, when the Chotba was made for Abdelmumen 
f r n Al)' l n all the mosques of the city. The Granadines 
hen sent messengers to proífer the oath of allegiance to 

o f r v i n g V b y w h o m t h a t c i t y w a s a d d e d t o t l i e Amilia 
to tli A S a i d ' a n d t h e l a t t e r w a s n a m e d Wali thereof, 
T» J ^ l n t en t that he might govern the whole district. 
wbp nf A l m o h a d e troops had scarcely left the place, 

en the popnlace rose in rebellion, attacked the garrison, 
to rí fv, p o r U o n o f w h i c h t h ey slew, put the governor 
ín 7 Í 3 n exal fced Abdallah Ben Ayadh Aben Mardanis 
to ine command 0f their city, he being much aided 
oy ras kinsman, Aben Hemsek, Lord of Xecura and Wali 
oí f u r c i a , who was in alliance with the Christians. 
^ AL \ C j m m e n c e m e n t o f the year 552 the Prince of 
tne Almohades, even Cid Abu Said Ben Abdelmumen, so 
zeaiously pressed the siege of Almería, both by land and 
C W 1 'CÍ«ty W a s c o r í l P e l l e d to surrender. The 
n " i a n s wf1 0 formed its garrison demanaed assurance 

S ! i U V l t j o f t h e i r hves, with liberty to pass unim-
pcuea to their own frontiers, and the conditions of surrender 

• 
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having been arranged by the Yizier Alchatib Abu Giaffar Ben 
Ati a, the city of Almería and its inaccessible fortress were 
restored to Islam ; an event which took place just ten years 
after it had first been taken by the Christians. 

The Chotba for Abdelmumen Ben Aly was then made in 
the mosques of Almería, and its walls, which had received 
considerable injury in the many combats delivered, were 
carefully repaired at all points. These things duly cared 
for, the army of the Almohades departed, and went to join 
the troops lying before Granada, Abdelmumen Ben Aly 
having commanded that the conquest of that city should 
be effected, and its Comarcas reduced to his obedience. 

To the siege of Granada the King Abdelmumen Ben Aly 
furthermore despatched his son Cid Juzef and his general 
Abu Othman Said Ben Maymoun of Zanhaga, with a well-
appointed forcé; to these troops were then joined those of 
Cid Abu Said, and all marching on Granada, the princes 
fixed their camp before the city. Burther auxiliaries were 
received from Algarve by the Almohade army, these being 
sent by the Wali Muhamad Sid Bay, who had been 
confirmed in his possession of Xilba and Calat Mertula; 
he was the son of the Yizier Abdel Wahib Ben Sid Bay, 
who had also been Wali of Algarve. 

These assembled forces now laid cióse siege to Granada, 
where many sanguinary combats and skirmishes ensued 
between the Granadines and Almohades, the latter attacking 
the city with engines of various kinds, and long continuing 
to keep the besieged well occupied by perpetual assaults. 
But the defence made by the citizens did not avail to their 
security; the Almohades finally took the place by forcé of 
arms, and the day of their entrance into Granada was one of 
atrocious carnage. Among others who there died fighting 
was the hero* of the Christians, with all the cavaliers who 
were in his company, and who had been the allies of Aben 
Mardanis. The last-named general, with his kinsman, 
Ibrahim Aben Hemsek, fled on good horses, and by their 
speed of flight were delivered from death. • 

Matruc and the Sahib Salat affirm that this sanguinary 
* These italics are in the or ig inal ; t he person here called " the hero 

of the Christ ians" is Alfonso, King of Arragon.—Tr . 
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entrance of the Almohades into Granada did not take place 
till the year 557, and that then ensued the terrible slaughter 
in which died the hero of the Christians with all his people. 
God, who knows all, knows how this may be. The Almorá-
vides now perceiving that they could no longer hope to 
maintain themselves in Andalusia, passed over to Majorca, 
where the Almoravide generáis, Aben Gania, father and 
son, both were ; and this was indeed become their solé asylum, 
seeing that nothing remained to them in Spain. 

In the same year of 552, King Abdelmumen Ben Aly 
received so many complaints of the conduct of his Yizier 
Abu Giaffar Ben Atia, that he was compelled to depose that 
officer, who was accused of having vexed and oppressed the 
people by much extortion. Ben Atia was in effect very rich, 
and for this cause, envy rising against him, caused his ruin. 
In the moon of Xawal, in the year above mentioned, the king 
commanded that he should be east into prison, and con-
fiscated all his possessions * The office of Yizier, which 
had been held by Abu Giaffar Ben Atia, was then given to 
Ahdel Selem Ben Muhamad Alcumi. 

Now Abdel Selem had a beautiful daughter, to whom Cid 
Abu Hafas, the son of the king, was betrothed ; but the mar-
nagewas not celebrated until after the death of Abu Giaffar 
Ben Atia, who was the father-in-law of Cid Abu Hafas, that 
prince having received his daughter likewise in marriage. I t 
is true that Abdelmumen Ben Aly had previously commanded 
bis son to repudiate the daughter of the fallen Yizier, 
although he knew that this order could not but cause heavy 
™ t o t h e Prince Abu Hafas, by whom the daughter of 
Abu Giaffar Ben Atia was much'beloved. He was com-
pelled to obey nevertheless, and married the daughter of 

w 6 c Vi? ier> Abdel Selem, as his father had commanded. 
W e nnd it furthermore related, as regards this matter, 

that Abdel Selem, knowing Abu Giaffar to approve the 
reluctance of the Prince to repudiate his daughter, and 
believing that he sought to excuse him to his father the 
Kmg, sent a copy of "verses to the late Yizier, and in the 

* Abu Giaffar i s said to have written verses to the king on that 
occasion, excusing his conduct, and on receiving that exculpation Ab-
delmumen is reported to have pardoned him, but did not restore to 
him either his property or his office. 
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wrapper of tlie scroll a certain poison, which caused his 
death. Aben Atia replied to these verses, exculpating him-
self from having taken any part in the intrigues attributed 
to him by Abdel Selem, without perceiving the injury 
produced by the treacherous missive he had received or 
forming any suspicion of the truth ; but he died of ' the 
effects on the following day.* 

Aben G-iaffar Ben Atia was a native of Camarola, in the 
East of Spain. He had been Mogrebi in Seville and its 
dependencies, in company with his brother, Yahye Ben 
Atia, during six years, three months, and eight days, and 
hacl exercised the office of Vizier fifteen years, two months, 
and two days. He was a man of great learning and pru-
dence, and had much genius for poetry ; but having favoured 
the Andalusians in Morocco, he had' thereby attracted to 
himself manv calumniators and bitter enemies. 

About this time the King Abdelmumen Ben Aly com-
manded that a treatise should be written against the " Ques-
tions" of the Cordovan author, Abul Hassan Abdelmelic 
Ben Hayas. 

In the beginning of the year 553, the King directed his 
forces against Mahedia. This city had been taken from the 
Christians of Sicily by the Prince Alhasen, son of Aly 
Ben Yahye Ben Temim El Maun Ben Yedis, of the family 
of Taxfin, who had long held it as his hereditary possession. 
Those enemies of God, the Christians, led on by the Lord 
of Sicilia, had besieged the place until they 'had finally 
reduced it, and had taken possession by forcé of arms. This 
occurred in the year 510, when the' Prince Alhasen had 
returned to Medina, where he had established his residence; 
and when Abdelmumen Ben Aly had entered that city with 
his army, this Alhasen had gone forth to receive him. The 
Kmg Abdelmumen was then so much pleased with his noble 
deportment, that knowing him to be of illustrious race, he 
gave him a daughter of his own to wife, and took him' in 
his company to Morocco, where he bestowed on him one of 
the noble domains within his gift, with the most beautiful 
houses and gardens. 

In that campaign of 553 here in question, the King was 

* Alabar says that this event took place in the ar 555.—Conde. 
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accompanied by Prince Albasen Ben Aly. He had written 
to his provinces with orders for the drawing together of 
numerous troops; and the host assembled at his command 
was a very large one, comprising a strong body of cavalry, 
and foot-soldiers innumerable. Abdelmumen Ben Aly 
finally departed for the East from Medina Salé; and the order 
of his march was on this wise. 

The troops were never set in motion until after the A zala 
or Prayer of Ahohbi,* which was made soon after the first 
appearanee of the dawn, and a short time previous to the 
rising cf the sun. The signal for the march was given by 
a large atambor, or drum of a round form, made for that 
purpose. It was constructed of a finely-sounding wood, and 
had fífteen ells in circumference; the colour was green, and 
the atambor was furthermore enriched with gold._ The 
signal was given by three strokes on this enonnous mstru-
ment, the sound of which could be heard at the distance of 
balf a day's march, when the air was serene and still. These 
three strokes having been heard, the whole camp began to 
set itself in motion, and the march, for which all had been 
prepared, immediately commenced. Each Cabila followed its 
own standard ; but in the march all the banners were furled, 
with the exception of that borne by the vanguard. This 
last, which was of white and azure, bearing crescents of gold, 
was carried aloft, and extended floating on the air. 

The tents and pavilions were packed on mules and 
camels, as were also certain parts of the provisions; but 
there was a whole army of herdsmen, whose business it was 
to guard the sheep, oxen, and flocks of all kinds by which 
the vast forcé was accompanied, and which were indispensa-

mí° t 1 i e suPPort of the troops. 
The number of Abdelmumen Ben Aly's infantry, on the 

occasion here described, was seventy thousand: he had 
separated his army into four divisions, each división march-
ing apart, and going a day's journey before the next,to the 
end that none should suffer want of water, or lack sufficiency 
of space for lodgment. The troops marched only until the 
middle of the day, when they halted to repose; being 
encamped from the hour of the' Adohar, or prayer of the 

* Azolibi or Azahlia : the Hour of Dawn. 
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mid-day, until they recommenced their march on the day 
folio wing, at the hour already mentioned. By this slow 
mode of progress, Abdelmumen Ben Aly expended six 
months in passing from Medina Salé to Tunis, the journey 
being one of seventy days only, for men who ride rapidly on 
horseback. 

When the King mounted his horse, all the principal 
Xeques and generáis of his court and army assembled 
around him, each making the Azala with Abdelmumen : that 
prayer finished, they separated, every leader taking his due 
position in the order of march. One hundred of these 
chiefs rodé before their monarch, but at some distance : they 
were mounted on beautiful horses, the caparisons of which 
were bordered with fringes of gold, and had gold tassels 
of rich workmanship ; their lances were adorned with inlaid 
work of silver and ivory, the banderoles being ribbons of 
various colours. 

Abdelmumen took with him in his marches the Mushaf 
of Othman Ben Afán, the third Oaliph, which had been 
borne to Cordova by Anasir Abderahman the Third, who 
was of the race of the Beni Omeyas, and of that branch 
thereof which had seated itself in Andalusia. Erom the 
time of Anasir Abderahman, the Mushaf had been kept in the 
great mosque of Cordova, until the period when the generáis 
of Abdelmumen Ben Aly obtained possession of that city, 
when he commanded them to bring to him that invaluable 
deposit, and he then expended vast treasures in the em-
bellishment thereof. I t was kept in a rich casket of costly 
aromatic wood, covered with plates of gold, on which rubies 
and emeralds, finely inlaid with other precious stones of 
considerable valué, formed graceful and beautiful figures. 
In the centre of each píate of gold was a ruby shaped like 
a horse's lioof, and having the natural size of the same ; 
the lining was of cloth woven of green silk and gold, 
sprinkled over with rubies, emeralds, and other rich stones; 
the whole was carefully wrapped in cloth of gold, with 
borders of pearls. Every kind of riches had, indeed, been 
constantly lavished on the decorations of that treasured 
deposit by the various monarchs who had constituted them-
selves its guardians ; since not only the Omeyas, but the 
Aben Abedes, the Aben Hudes, the Almorávides, and the 
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race of Sanhaga, had all vied with each other m the 
enridKment of the Mushaf. 

The.casket was borne on a costly bier, and on each of 
the four sides of the bier w êre four banners: it was now 
carried immediately before the King Abdelmumen Ben Aly, 
at whose right hand rodé his son, Abul Hafaz, behind whom 
followed the other princes, sons of Abdelmumen, but at 
due distance, and not as placing themselves in contact with 
their eider brother. 

After that companv carne the banners of all the tribes,_ 
each in its order; these were accompanied by a band oí 
atabaleros, or kettle-drummers, the men riding on high horses, 
with their atambours of metal, and with them were the 
trumpeters, with their great trumpets, to say nothmg oí 
the remaining musicians, all bearing such instruments as are 
proper to the music of war. 

Immediately after the trumpets carne the walies, al-
caydes, viziers, and ministers of various degrees, who were 
followed by the whole forcé, no man ineommoding or em-
barrassing the progress of another. When the hour íor 
encamping arrived, all departed to their appointed stations 
in the most perfect order; ñor could any man go forth from 
his lodgment without the permission of his superiors.^ 

Equally well arranged were all the measures needful for 
the provisioning of that great host, insomuch that none 
felt the want of his home, since all things needful 
were as abundant in the camp as in the markets oí a 
populous city. 

With this vast army of Almohades, Alarabes, and Zenetes, 
the King Abdelmumen Ben Aly passed through the eastern 
parts of Africa, subiugating many nations by the aid oí 
God, and making himself "lord of all the strongholds of 
that región, with the whole land of Zaba. Many rebellious 
towns in the Comarcas of the ancient Carthage were also 
then compelled to humble themselves before his prevailmg 
arms. 

When Abdelmumen Ben Aly approached Medina Tunis, 
there sallied forth from that city an embassy which the 
inhahitants had sent to meet him* The envoys were among 
the chief of the citizens ; and first requiring security for their 
lives, they then requestcd to be received into the King'a 
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favour and protection. Abdelmumen dismissed them with 
the reply that they were secure for themselves, their wives, 
their children, and their households; but with respect to 
their possessions, these must be distributed among his 
troops. The answer thus returned did not satisfy the 
people of Tunis, who closed their gates; whereupon King 
Abdelmumen remained before the place, besieging it closely 
for the space of three days, after which he passed forward, 
leaving a forcé to maintain the town in a state of blockade. 
He then directed his march to Cairvan, which he took, as 
he did likewise the City of Susa and that of Safes, from 
which last-mentioned town he repaired to the strongly 
fortified City of Mehadia; but before he had reached tbat 
place he received intelligence to the effect that the inha-
bitants of Tunis, closely pressed by his troops, had con-
•sented to surrender on the conditions he had offered. 
Thereupon Abdelmumen turned his horse's rein, and rodé 
with his cavalry to Tunis, where he sacked the city, and 
caused all the riches of its people to be piled up in the 
market-place. He then divided all that was found with 
perfect equality among his soldiers, who afterwards held a 
kind of fair with their spoils, which they sold to the former 
owners of the property. 

Medina Tunis was taken by Abdelmumen in the begin-
ning of the year 554 ; when the King commanded that an 
alcazaba, or sort of triangular tower, should be constructed 
in the most elevated part of the city. Lofty and beautiful, 
this fabric served to the more eífectual defence of the place; 
and between its exterior walls and the city were erected 
schools and colleges. 

Due order having been taken for these works, Abdel-
mumen passed on to the siege of Medina Mehadia, which 
was garrisoned by the Christians of Sicily, who were in 
like manner lords of Medina Sifakis, and of Bona, both on 
the same coast. Mehadia was defended by three thousand 
Christians, but Abdelmumen now assailed it by land and 
sea. He reared engines of war against the walls, by 
means of which he attacked the town on the southern side, 
while his ships engaged the attention of the defenders on 
the north; and such was his eagerness for this conquest, 
that the assaults and combats ceased not, night or day. 
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To the suecour of the besieged there came two hundred 
ships from Sicily, with troops, provisions, and engines of 
war. They were met on the part of Abdelmumen by the 
Alcayde and Ameer of the sea, Abdallah Ben Maymoun, 
with a large fleet of ships, well manned, and carrying forces 
from Andalusia and Almagreb. A fierce engagement then 
took place, with heavy loss on both sides; but the Moslemah 
were finally victorious. They took several of the Christian 
ships that were loaded with munitions of war, and burnt 
others; inflicting on their adversarles a very severe loss, 
not only as regarded their stores, but also by the destruc-
tion which they made among the crews of those vessels. 

The siege of Medina Mehadia was a much protracted 
one, but the steadiness of the Almohades ultimately pre-
vailed; and af'ter a severe contest of six months and nine 
oays the city was taken by them, when every Christian 
jound therein was put to the sword, without sparing the 
nfe of a man. 

This event is related in a different manner by Aben 
J-ahye Ben Omeira, who tells us that when the Christians 
perceived the fixed determination of Abdelmumen Ben Aly 
to conquer them, and felt assured that he would not raise 
ns hand from over the city until he had made it his own, 

ey sent eight envoys to confer with the monarch in his 
eainp- These men, addressing him with great humilitv and 
in very flattering terms, declared that they had found 
a pi'ophecy written in certain of their books 'to the effect 

a t he, Abdelmumen, must become master of the whole 
country, and of their city among the rest, but that the 

labitants of the same were bound to conceal their wish 
or his protection, and their intention of submitting to his 

o, until the lapse of six months, which period having 
expired they would proceed to require security for their 

es, and that received, would place themselves in his hands. 
wnter adds that Abdelmumen Ben Aly believed their 

assertions, and not only gave them security for their lives 
allowed them moreover to depart freely with their 

property and arms, the king having signed those conditions 
at the end of the six months named by the envoys, and 
subsequently fulfiued them totheutmost: the Christian de-
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fenders of Mahadia then departed with all freedom from 
that city and sailed for Sicily. 

The conquest of Medina Mehadia was effected in the year 
555, and that having been secured, the remaining cities and 
fortresses of the coasts surrendered without resistance, 
insomuch that the subjugation of all the eastern parts of 
Spain might be considered complete. The Cabilas and 
tribes that dwell near Barca, or who wander thence 
even to the confines of Medina Telencen, then resigned 
themselves to the rule of Abdelmumen ; ñor was there any 
intermedíate territory that was not his own,—all was in fact 
now under his protection, and was governed by his Walies, 
Amils, and Alcaydes. 

Abdelmumen then repaired and heightened the walls of 
many among the cities and fortresses thus surrendered to 
his powrer, while he caused mosques to be constructed in all, 
and likewise founded numerous schools and colleges for the 
instruction of children and youth. 

At this time the king commanded that all the territory of 
Africa from Barca to Velad Noul, in Sus Alaksa, should be 
accurately measured by miles and parasangs, taking the 
land both in length and breadth, but deducting one-third 
from the whole for the mountains, rivers, lakes, &c. 
According to this measurement the king then decided the 
demarcation of the provinces, comarcas of cities, and juris-
diction of towns, all which he was thereby enabled to 
regúlate with justice and exactitude in reference to the 
number of the population, and had moreover a certain guide 
whereby to decide the amount of contributions in fruits and 
flocks which each province ought to pay, due regard being 
had to the extent of wealth and degree of fruitfuless 
possessed by all. 

This examination was furthermore useful, inasmuch as it 
enabled the king to judge of the measures that might 
usefully be taken for improving the products of the land, 
and ameliorating the labours of agriculture, with those need-
ful to the care of flocks, which are the most valuable riches of a 
state. Abdelmumen Ben Aly is said to have been the first 
monarch who gave his attention to these arrangements in 
Almagreb. 



A.D. 1 1 6 0 . ] HEIIOIC ACTION. 4 9 3 

Albornoz and Hannon affirm that the king completed the 
conquest of Mehadia on the day Axur, in the year 555. I t 
was in this year also that the renowned Yizier Giaffar 
Ahmed Aben Atia was poisoned by the venom placed in a 
copy of verses sent him by Abdel Selem of Salé, who had 
succeeded the illustrious Andalusian in his office, when 
Abdelmumen deposed his former Yizier. In the same year 
the Christians made themselves masters of the fortress of 
Alcazar Alfetah, in Algarve, which was called the Alcazar 
of Abi Denis, when they put all who had been engaged in 
th« defence to the edge of the sword. 

END OE VOL. II . 
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Portrait of Catharine the Second. 

102 & 103. COWPER'S WORKS. Vols. 5 & 6. Poetical Works. 
*** These two vo lumes a re also p u b l i s h e d sepa ra te ly , in r ed c loth . 

BRIT ISH CIIASSICS . P r i c e 3 s . 6 d . p e r V o l u m e . 

1» 3, 5, 8, 1 1 . G I B B O N ' S R O M A N E M P I R E ; c o m p l e t e and u n a b r i d g e d , 
wi th v a r i o r u m Notes , inc lud ing , in addi t ion to all t h e A u t h o r ' s own, those of 
Guizot , Wenck , N i e b u h r , Hugo , N e a n d e r , a n d o the r fo re ign schoiars . E d i t e d 
by an ENGLISH CHURCHMAN. Wi th po r t r a i t a n d m a p s . Vol . 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. 

2 . 4, & 6. ADDISON'S WORKS, with the Notes of BISHOP IÍURD. With 
por t ra i t a n d engrav ings on steel . Vols. 1, 2, a n d 3. 

7 . D E F O E ' S W O R K S , ed i ted by SIR WALTKR SCOTT. Vo l . 1 . C o n t a i n -
inf? the Life, A d v e n t u r e , and Piracies of Cap t . S ingle ton , a n d t h e Life of 
Colonel J a c k . Wi th fine po r t r a i t of Defoe. 

-— Vol. 2, containing 
Memoirs of a Cavalier , Adven tu re s of Cap ta in Car le ton , Dickorv C r o n k e , &c. 

1 0 . L ' R I O R ' S L I F E of B U R K E , ( f o r m i n g t h e f i r s t v o l u m e of B U R K E ' S 
WOBKS) , new edi t ion , revised by the Aut i ior . W i t h fine p o r t r a i t . 

ILLUSTRATED LIBRARY. Price 5 s . per Volume. 
26. MAR Y IIOWITT'S PICTORIAL CALENDAR of the SEASONS; 

exhibiting' t he P leasures , P u r s u i t s , and Charuc ter i s t ics of Count ry Life, f o r 
every Month in t h e Y e a r ; a n d e m b o d y i n g the Whole of A i k i n ' s Ca lendar of 
Na tu re . W i t h u p w a r d s of a h u n d r e d i l lus t r a t ions . 

¿7. DANTE, translated into English Verse by I. C. WRIGHT, M.A. Third 
edition, carefully revised, with portrait and thirty-four illustrations on steel 
af te r FLAXMAN. 
& 29. MUDIE'S BRTTISH BIRDS, or History of the Feathered Tribes 
of the British I s l ands . F i f th edi t ion, revised by W . C . L. M A R T I N , Esq. 
Complete in two vols. with fifty-two figures of Birds, and seven additional 
piafes of líggs (Or, with the plates coloured, 7s. 6d. per vol.) 

á0. TASSO'S JERUSALEM DELIVERED, translated into English Spen-
serian verse, with a Life of the Au thor , by J . H . WIFFKN. F o u r t h edition. 
With twenty-four eno-ravings by Thurston on wood, and eight on steel. 

¿1. INDIA, PICTORIAL, DESCRIPIVIVE, and HISTORICAL, from the 
Earliest Times to the Present. Illusírated by upwards of one hundred fine 
engravings on wood, and map of Hindoostan. 
N ICOLINI'S HISTORY of the JESUITS : their Origin, Progress, 
Doctrines, and Designs. With fine portraits of Loyola, Lainéz, Xavier, 
tforgia, Acquaviva, Pére la Chaise, lticci, and Pope Ganganelli. 

[continued. 



CLASSICAL L I B E A R Y , Price 5 s . per V o l u m e . 
55. 56. 57. ATIIENiEUS. The Deipnosophists, or the Banquet of the Learned. 

T r a n s l a t e d b y C . D . YONGE, B . A . , w i t h a n A p p e n d i x o f P o e t i c a l F r a g m e n t a . 
58 TACITUS. Vol. 2. Containing The History, Germania, Agrícola, &c. 
59. CATULLUS, TIBULLUS, and the VIGIL of VENUS. A literal 

p r o s e t r a n s l a t i o n . T o w h i c h a r e a d d e d M e t r i c a l V e r s i o n s b y L A M B , 
G R A I N G E R , a n d o t h e r s . W i t h f r o n t i s p i e c e . 

60. THE ELEGIES of PROPERTIUS, the Satyricon of Petroxiius Arbiter, 
t h e K I S S E S OF J O H A N N E S SECUNDUS, a n d / t h e LOVE E P I S T L E S OF 
ARISTJENETUS. Edited by W A L T E R K . K E L L Y . 

6 1 . T H E G E O G R A P H Y of S T R A B O , t r a n s l a t e d , w i t h c o p i o u s n o t e s , b y 
W . FALCONER, M . A . a n d H . C . H A M I L T O N , E s q . I n t h r e e v o l s . V o l . 1. 

6 2 . X E N O P H O N ' S A N A B A S I S , o r E X P E D I T I O N o r C Y R U S , a n d M E M O -
R A B I L 1 A , o r M E M O I R S OF SÓCRATES. T r a n s l a t e d w i t h N o t e s b y t h e 
R e v . J . S. W A T S O N , M . A . , a n d a G e o g r a p h i c a l C o m m e n t a r y b y W . F . A I N S -
WORTH, F . S . A . , F . R . G . S . , & c . F r o n t i s p i e c e . 

PHILOLOGICAL L I B R A R Y . Price 5 s . per Vo lume. 
1. TENNEMANN'S MANUAL of the HISTORY of PHILOSOPHY, 

r e v i s e d a n d c o n t i n u e d b y J . R . M O R E L L . . 
2. AN ALY SIS a n d SUMMARY of HERODOTUS, w i t h s y n c h r o m s t i c a l 

T a b l e of E v e n t s , T a b l e s of W e i g h t s , M o n e y , & c . & c . 
3. TURNER'S (DAWSON W.) NOTES to HERODOTUS, for the use of 

S t u d e n t s . W i t h M a p , A p p e n d i c e s , a n a I n d e x . 
4. LOGIC, or the SCIENCE of INFERENCE, a popular Manual. By 

J . D E V E Y . 
S C I E N T I F I C L I B R A R Y . Price S s . per V o l u m e , 

29. GOMTE'S PHILOSOPHY of the SCTENCES. Edited, from the 
" C o u r s d e P h i l o s o p h i e P o s i t i v e , " b y G . H . LISWES, E s q . 

30 MANTELL'S (DR.) GEOLOGICAL EXCURSIONS, i n c l u d i n g The 
I S L E O F W I G H T . N e w E d i t i o n , w i t h P r e f a t o r y N o t e b y T . R U P E R T 
J O N E S , E s q . n u m e r o u s b e a u t i f u l w o o d c u t s , a n d a G e o l o g i c a l M a p . 

31. HUNT'S POETRY of SCIENCE; or, Studies of the Physical Pheno-
' m e n a of N a t u r e . T h i r d E d i t i o n , r e v i s e d a n d e n l a r g e d . 

32 & 33. ENNEMOSER'S HISTORY of MAGIC. Translated from the 
' G e r m á n b y W I L L I A M H O W I T T . W i t h a n A p p e n d i x of t h e m o s t r e m a r k a b l e 

a n d b e s t a u t h e n t í c a t e d S t o r i e s o f A p p a r i t i o n s , D r e a m s , S e c o n d S i g h t , P r e d i c -
t i o n s , D i v i n a t i o n , V a m p i r e s , F a i r i e s , T a b l e T u r n i n g , a n d S p i r i t - R a p p m g , & c . 
S e l e c t e d b y M A R Y H O W I T T . I n t w o v o l u m e s . 

ECCLESIASTICAL L I B R A R Y . Price 5 s . per V o l u m e . 
2. SOCRATES' ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY, in continuation of 

E U S E B I U S , w i t h t h e N o t e s of VALESIUS . 
3 THEODORET and EVAGRIUS. Ecclesiastical Histories, from A.D. 

332 to A.D. 427, a n d from A .D . 431 t o A.D. 544. T r a n s l a t e d from t h e G r e e k , 
with G e n e r a l Í n d e x . 

4. THE WORKS of PHILO JUDiEUS, Translated from the Greek by 
C . D . YONGE, B . A . V o l . I . 

A N T I Q U A R I A N L I B R A R Y . Price 5 s . per Vo lume . 
29 I N G U L P H ' S C I I R O N I C L E of the A B B E Y of C L L O Y L A N D , with 

the Continuation by Peter of Blois and other Writers. Translated, with 
Notes and an Index, by H. T. R I L E Y , B . A . 

30. ORDERICUS YITALIS. Vol. 3. 
31. MATTHEW PARIS'S ENGLISH CIIRONICLE. Translated by 

D r . G I L E S . V o l . 3 , c o m p l e t i n g t h e w o r k , w i t h I n d e x t o t h e w h o l e , i n c l u d i n g the portiou published under the ñame of ROGER OF W E N D O V E R . 

3 2 . L A M B ' S S P E C I M E N S o f E N G L I S H D R A M A T I C P O E T S of t h e 
t i m e of E l i z a b e t h ; i n c l u d i n g h i s S e l e c t i o n s f r o m t h e G a r r i c k P l a y s . 

33. M A R C O P O L O ' S T R A V E L S . The Translation of M A K S D E N revised; 
w i t h N o t e s a n d I n t r o d u c t i o n b y T . W R I G H T , E s q . M . A . F . S . A . &c . 



A SERIES OF LITERAL PROSE TRA.NST,ATIONS OF THE GREKK AND LATÍN CLASSICS 
WITH NOT ES AND INDEXES. 

tfniform with the STANDARD LIBBARY, 5S. each (except Thucydides, JBschyhu, Virgil, 
iloraee, Cicero's Offices, Vemosthenes, Appendix to JEschyius, Aristotle's Organon, 
all of which are 'Ss. (id. each volume). 

I . H E R O D O T U S . B y t h e REV. HENRY CABY, M.A. Frontispiece. 

2 & 3 . T H U C Y D I D E S . By the REV. I I . DALE. I n 2 Vola. (3Í. Gd. each). Frontispiece. 
4 . P L A T O . Vol . I . By CARY. [Tlie Apology of Sócrates, Crito, Phírdo, Gorgias, 

Pro tagotas , Phrcdrus , These tc tus , E u t h v p h r o n , Lysis.] Frontispiece. 
5. LIVY'S H I S T O R Y O F R O M E , l i teral ly t rans la ted . Vol. I . , Books 1 t o 8. 

6 . P L A T O . Vol. I I . BY DAVIS. [The Republic , Timseus, añil Crit ias.] 

7. LIVY'S H I S T O R Y O F R O M E . Vol. I I . , Books 9 to 26. 

8 . S O P H O C L E S . T h e Oxford Trans la t ion , revised. 

0 . / E S C H Y L U S , literally t r ans la t ed . By an OXONIAN. (Price 3Í. Gd.) 
q* Appendix to, conta in ing the new reádings given in H e r m a n n ' s post l iu-

mous edition of JEschyius, t r ans la ted a n d edited by G. BUEGKS, M.A. (Si. Gd). 

10. A R I S T O T L E ' S R H E T O R I C A N D P O E T I C . Wi th Examina t ion Qucst ions . 

I I . LIVY'S H I S T O R Y O F R O M E . Vol. I I I . , Books 27 to 30. 

12 14. E U R I P I D E S , literally t rans la ted . Froni t he Tex t of Dindorf. I n 2 Vols. 

13. V I R G I L By DAVIDSON. New Edi t ion, Revised. ( P n c e 3s. Gd.) Frontispiece. 

15 . H O R A C E , B y SMART. N e w Edi t ion , Revised. (Price 3s. 6d.) Frontispiece. 

16. A R I S T O T L E ' S E T H I C 3 . By PROF. R . W . BROWNE, of King 's College. 

17. C I C E R O S O F F I C E S . [Oíd Age, í ' r iendship, Scipio's Dream, Paradoxes , 8cc.] 

18. P L A T O . Vol. I I I . By G. BURGES, M.A. [Eu thydemus , Symposium, Sophistes, 

Politicus, Laches, Parmenides , Cra ty lus , and Meno".] 

19. LIVY'S H I S T O R Y O F R O M E . Vol. I V . (which completes t he Work). 

2 0 . C A S A R A N D H I R T I U S . Wi th Index . 

21. H O M E R ' S ILIAD, in prose, l i terally t r ans la t ed . Frontispiece. 2 2 . H O M E R ' S ODYSSEY, HYMNS, Ei'LGKAMS, AND BATTLE o r THE FROGS AND MICE. 

2 3 . P L A T O . Vol. IV . By G. BURÓES, M.A. [Philebus, Charmidcs, Laches , The 
Two Alcibiades, and Ten o ther Dialogues.] 

2 4 . 2 5 , & 3 2 . OVID. B y H . T . R I L E Y, B.A. Complete in 3 Vols. Frontispieces. 

2 6 . L U C R E T I U S . By the REV. J .S.WATSON. With the Metr ical Versión o f J . M. GOOD. 

2 7 . 3 0 , 31, & 3 4 . C I C E R O ' S O R A T I O N S . By C. D. YONGE. Complete in <1 Vols. 

(Vol. i contains also t he Rhetor ica l Picces.) 

2 8 . P I N D A R . By DAWSON W . TURNEE. Wi th the Metr ica l Versión of MOORE. Front. 

2 9 . PLATO. Vol. V. By G. BURGES, M.A. [The Laws.] 

3 3 Se 3 5 . T H E C O M E D I E S O F P L A U T U S , By I I . T . RILKY, B.A. I n 2 Vols. 
3 5 . J U V E N A L , P E R S I U S , 8cc. By t h e REV. L. EVANS, M.A. W i t h t he Met r ica l 

Versión of GIITORD. Frontispiece. 
3 7 - T H E GREEK A N T H O L O G Y , t r ans l a t ed chiefly by G. BURGES, A.M., wi th Metr i -

cal Versions by var ious Authors . 

3 8 . D E M O S T H E N E S . The Olynthiac, Philippic, and o the r Publ ic Orations, wi th 
Notes, Appendices, !fcc., by C. RANN KENNEDY. (3J. Gd.) 
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39. SALLUST, FLORUS, and VELLEIUS PATERCULUS, with copious Notes, Bio-
graphical Notices, and Index, by the.Rev.J. S. WATSON, M.A. 

40. LUCAN'S PHARSALIA, with copiousNotes, by H. T. RILEY, B.A. 

41 THEOCRITUS, BION, MOSCHUS and TYRT/EUS, hy the Rev. J . BANKS,M.A. 
With the Metrical Versions of CHAPMAN. Frontispicce. 

42. CICEROS ACADEMICS, DE FINIBUS and TUSCULAN QUESTIONS, hy 
C. I). YONGE, B.A. With Sketch of the Greek Philosophy. 

43. ARISTOTLE'S POLITICS AND ECONOMICS, hy E. WALÍORD, M.A., with 
Notes, Analyses, Life, Introduetion, and Index. 

44 . DIOGENES LAERTIUS. UVES AND OPINIONS CF T H E ANCIENT PH1-
LOSOPHERS, with Notes by C. D. YONGK, B.A. 

45. TERENCE and PH/ tDRUS, hy IT. T. RII.KY. To which is added SMART'S 
Metrical Versión of Phaedrns. Frontispiece. 

4 6 & 47. ARISTOTLE'S ORGANON, or, Logical Treatises, and the Introduetion 
of Porphvry with Notes, Analysis, introduetion and Index, hy the llev.. U. 
E. 0\VEN,'M.'A. 2 Vols., 3s. 6,/. per Vo!. © ¿ I F 

4 8 8c 49 . ARISTOPHANES, with Notes and Extracts from the host Metrical Versions, 
by W. J. IIICKIE, in 2 Vols. Frontispiecc. 

50 CICERO ON T H E NATURE OF T H E GODS, DIVINATION, FATE, LAWS, f 
REPUBLIC, fi¿C, translated by C. D. YONGK, B.A. J - ; 

51 APULEIUS. [The Golden Ass, Death of Sócrates, Florida, and Befence or Biscourse 
on Magicj. To which is added a Metrical Versión of Cupid and Psyclic; and flgg 
Mrs. Tiglie's Psyche. Frontispiecc. g á 

52 J ' JSTIN, CORNELIUS NEPOS and EUTROPIUS, with Notes and a General c. 
Index, by the Rev. J. S. WATSON, M.A. 

5 3 8c 58. TACITUS. Vol. I . The Annals. Vol. I I . The Ilistory, Germania, Agri- S g 
cola, &c. With Index. ©< 

54. PLATO. Vol VI., completing the work, and containing Epinomis, Axiochus. Eryxias, (¿:~ 
on Virtue, on Justice, Sisyphus, Demodocus, and Definitions; the Treatise of gZ 
Timseus Locnis on the Sonl of the World and Nature; the Lives of Plato hy Dio- 0 
¡renes Laertius, Hcsychius, and Olympiodorus; and the Introdnctions to his Doc- t-J 
trines by Alcinous and Alhinus; Ápuleius on the Doctrines of Plato, and Remarks § S 
on Plató's Writings hy the L'oet, Gray. Edited, with Notes, by G. BURÓES, M.A., 
Trin. Coll., Camb. With general Index to the 6 Vclnraes. feó, 

55 56. 57. ATHEN/EUS. The Deipnosophists, or the Banquet of the Learned, trans-
' " láted by C. 1). YONGF., B.A., with an Appendix of Poetical Frngments rendered £ £ 

into English verse by various Authors, and a general Index. Complete in 3 Vols. & 

59. C A T U L L U S , T I BULLUS , and the V IGIL OF VENUS. A literal prosc transía-
tion. To which are added Metrical Versions by LAMB, GRAINGER, and others. i£ño's 
Frontispiecc. "K^A' 

60. PROPERTIUS, PKTRONIUS ARTITTER. and JOHANNES SECÜNDUS, literally trans-
lated, and accompanied by Poetical Versions, from various sources; to which are 
added the Love Kpistles óf AIUST^NETUS. Edited hy W. K. KELLY. GGJ: 

61. T H E GEOGRAPHY OF STRABO, translated, with copious Nofes, hy W. FAL-
CONER, M.A., and II. C. HAMILTON, Esq. In 3 Vols. vol I. 

62. X E N O P H O N ' S ANABAS IS , or Expedition of Cvrns, and MEMORAB I L IA , or 
Mcmoirs of Sócrates, translated by the llev. J. S. WATSUN, with a Geogruphical © V ' 
Conimentary hy W. F. AINSWORTII. Frontispiecc. ¿¿J, 

CYROI'̂ EDIA and HEI.LENICS, hy the Rev. II. DALE, and the Rev. 
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BOHN'S CLASSICAL LIBRARY. 

PLINY'S N A T U R A L HISTORY, t ranslated, with copious Notes, by the late JOHN 
BOSTOCK, M.D., F.K.S., and H . T. RILKY, Esq., B.A. Vol. 1. 

SUETONIUS. Lives of the Csesars, aud other Works. TílOHSON's translation 
revised by T. FOKESÍKE. 

BOHN'S ANTICUARÍAN LIBRARY. 
Uniform with the STANDARD LIBRARY, price 5J., 

M A ^ T C E C C L E S . A S T I C A L H I S T O R Y , & T H E A N G L O - S A X O N C H R O N I C L E . 

Of F), X!S1 N O R T H E R N A N T I Q U I T I E S . By BISHOP PKRCY. With Abstract 
«ie ürbyggia Saga, by SNT WALTKR SCOTT. Edited by J. A. BLACKWELI,. 

S U ° F M A L M E S 3 U R Y S C H R O N I C L E O F T H E K I N G S O F E N G L A N D . 
of Vti i e n q L I S H C H R O N I C L E S : viz., Asser's Life of Alfred; the Chronieles 

ELLLT- ' t i l das , Nenniua, Geoffry of Monmouth, and Richard of Cireneester. 
1 U ? I S , „ E A R L Y E N G L I S H M E T R I C A L R O M A N C E S . Revised by J. ORCIIARD 

CHRRÍ L ' c ° rop le te in one YO)., Illvminated Trontispiece. 
I ,OR^ ! C , L E S O F T H E C R U S A D E R S : Richard of Devizes. Geoffrey de Vinsauf. 

EAR I u v i l l e - Complete in 1 volume. Frcntispiece. 
M H . T R A V E L S IN P A L E S T I N E . WUlibald, Stewulf, Benjamín of Tndela, 

10 & ' L a Brocquierc, and Maundrell . I n one volnme. H'ith Map. 
SIR T?, B R £ N D ' S P O P U L A R A N T I Q U I T I E S OF G R E A T B R I T A I N . By 

& ** ELLIS. I n 3 Vols. J 

t0 MatthewR]'?,r ^ E N D O V E R S F L O W E R S O F H I S T O R Y (formerly ascribed 

T L E Y S F A I R Y M Y T H O L O G Y . Enlarged. Frontispiece by CRUIKSHANK. 
hrtrait T H O M A S B R O W N E ' S W O R K S . Edi ted by SIMÓN WILKIN. 

19 L I u 3 V o l s - With Index. 
l W l a . . f ' f W A T T H E W P A R I S ' S C H R O N I C L E , containing the I l is tory of 
the'NNRTM , . ' t ranslated by DR. GIIJÜS, with Index to the whole, including 
9 & o n P u b l ' s h e d under the ñame of ROGÜR OF WENDOVKR, in 3 Vols. (See 

Y U L F "°rtrait. 
¡ ) y i ^ ' ^ S J O R I E S . A collection of Scandinavian Tales and Traditions, edited 
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B Q H N ' S A N T I Q U A R I A N L I B R A R Y . 

22 . P A U L I ' S L I F E O F A L F R E D T H E G R E A T - To which is appended A L F R E D ' S 
A N G L O - S A X O N V E R S I O N O F O R O S I U S , w i t h a l i teral t r ans la t ion . Notes , 
and a n Anglo-Saxon G r a m m a r a n d Glossary, by 1¡. TnoRi 'E , Esq ; 

2 4 S I 25. M A T T H E Y V O F W E S T M I N S T E R ' S F L O W E R S O F H I S T Ó R Y , especially 
such as re la te to t he affairs ol' Br i ta in , f rom the be¡; inning of t h e world to 
A.D. 1307. T rans l a t ed by C. IX YONGE, B.A. I n 2 Vols. 

26. L E P S I U S ' S L E T T E R S F R O M E G Y P T , E T H I O P I A , and t h e P E N I N S U L A O F 
S I N A I . Revised by t h e Aut l ior . T rans la t ed by LKONOHA and JOANNA B . 
HOKNF.R. Wi th Maps a n d Coloured View of Mouñ t Barkal . 

27, 28, & 30. O R D E R I C U S V I T A L I S . H i s Eccles ias t ical I l i s t o ry oí' E n g l a n d and 
N o r m a n d y , t rans la ted , w i th No te s a n d t h e l n t r o d u e t i o n of Guiz.ot, by T . 
EOKESTEE, M.A. In 3 Vols. 

29. I N G U L P H ' S C H R O N I C L E O F T H E A B B E Y O F C R O Y L A N D , wi th t h e Conti-
nua t ions bv Pe te r of Blois and o the r Wr i t e r s . T rans l a t ed , w i th ISotea and an 
Index , by H . T. RILKY, B.A. 

32 . L A M B ' S S P E C I M E N S O F E N G L I S H D R A M A T I C P O E T S Of t h e t ime o f E l i z a -
b e t h ; inc luding his Selections f rom the Gar r ick Plays . 

3 3 . M A R C O P O L O S T R A V E L S , t he t r ans la t ion of Marsden , edi ted, w i t h N o t e s a n d 
l n t r o d u e t i o n , by T. WKIGHT, M.A., F S.A., &,c. 

34 . F L O R E N C E O F W O R C E S T E R ' S C H R O N I C L E , w i t h t h e Two Con t imia t i ons ; 
coniprising Aunáis of Engl i sh I l i s to ry , f rom the D e p a r t u r e of t he Ronians to t h e 
I te ign of E d w a r d I . T rans la t ed , w i t h Notes , by T. EOKESTKK, E s q . 

3 5 . H A N D - B O O K O F P R O V E R B S , compris ing t h e whole of Ray ' s Collection, and a 
comple te Alphabet ica l I n d e x , iu which a re i n t roduced la rge Addit ions collected by 
HÍCNEV G. BOHN. 

g g g BOHN'S PHILOLOGICAL LIBRARY. 
üniform with the STANDARD LIBRARY, price 5s. per Volunte. JGP 

1. T E N N E M A N N ' S M A N U A L of t h e H I S T O R Y of P H I L O S O P H Y , revised a u d con-
t i n u e d by J . It . MORKLL. 

' í 2 . A N A L Y S I S and S U M M A R Y of H E R O D O T U S , w i th syrichronist ical Table of K v 
¿ i X ' s & í Even t s , Tables of Weights , Money, &c. 

3. T U R N E R ' S ( D A W S O N W.) N O T E S T O H E R O D O T U S , for t h e use of S t u d e n t s . ¿ V 
' / i r ' ' W i t h Map , Appendices , a n d I n d e x . 
r 4 . L O G I C , or t h e S C I E N C E O F I N F E R E N C E , a popu la r Manua l , b y J . PKVXT. 

' ' X ' - R V ^ 5. A N A L Y S I S a n d S U M M A R Y of T H U C Y D I D E S , ')y T. WHKKLEU. N e w Edi t ion , 
y^^ 'c / /^) w i th t h e addi t ion of a complete I n d e x . (grí 



BOHN'S BRITISH CLASSSCS, 
Uniform with the STANDARD LIBRAR Y, price 3s. 6 d . per Volume. 

1, 3, 5 , 8 , 11 Ec 14. G I B B O N ' S R O M A N E M P I R E ; Complete and Unabrid |ecl , wi th 
vanorum Nm.es, including, iu addition to all the Anthor 's own, those ot Uuizot, 
Wenck, Niebuhr, I lugo , Neander, and other foreign seholars. Ed i ted by un 
ENGLISH CIIURCIIMAN, with Portrait and Mups. 

2, 4 , 8c 6 . ADDISON'S W O R K S , with the Notes of BTSIIOP HURD. With Portrait 
and Engravings on Steel. 

7. DEFOE'S WORKS, Edi ted by Sitt WALTER' SCOTT. Vol 1. Containing t he Life, 
Adventure, and l 'iracies of Captain Singleton, and the Life of Colonel Jaek . 
Portrait of Defoe. 

9- DEFOE'S WORKS, Vol. 2. Containing Memoirs of a Cavalier, Adventures of 
Captain Carleton, Dickory Cronke, &c. 

10. P R j O R ' S LIFE O F BURKE. (forming the l s t Volume of B U R K E ' S WORKS), new 
Edition, revised by the Author . Portrait. 

12. BURKE'S WORKS, Vol 1, containing his Vindication of Na tu ra l Society, Essay oil 
the Sublime and Deautiful, and various Politieal Miseellanies. 

13. DEFOE'S WORKS, Edited by S i » WALTKB. SCOTT. Vol. 8. Containing the Life of 
Molí Flanders, and t he I l is tory of the Devil. 

15. BURKE'S W O R K S . Vol. 2, containing Essay on the Erencli Revolution, Politieal 
Let ters and Speeches. 



BOHN'S SHILLIHG SERIES 
Those markei *, being Double Yolumts, are l s . &d. 

1. EMERSON'S REPRESENTATIVE MEN. 

2. IRVING'S LIFE OF M A H O M E T * 

3 . T H E GENUINE AUTOBiOGRAPHY C F BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 

4 . WILLIS'S PEOPLE I HAVE MET.* 
5. IRVING'S S U C C E S S O R S OF MAHOMET.* 
C. LIFE OF GOLDSMITH.* 
7 . SKETCH-BOOK.* 
3. T A L E S OF A TRAVELLER.* 
9. T O U R ON T H E PRAIRIES. 

10 Si 11. C O N Q U E S T S OF GRANADA AND SPAIN. 2 Vols.» 

12 3c 13. LIFE OF COLUMBUS. 2 Vols.» 

14. C O M P A N I O N S OF C O L U M B U S * 

15 & 16. TAYLOR'S EL D O R A D O ; or, Pictures of tlie Gold llegiou. 2 Vols. 

17. IRVING'S A D V E N T U R E S OF CAPTA IN B C N N E V I L L E * 

, 8 K N I C K E R B O C K E R * 
19 . T A L E S OF T H E A L H A M B R A * 

20 . • C O N Q U E S T OF FLORIDA* 

21 . ABBOTSFORD AND NEWSTEAD. 

2 2 . S A L M A G U N D I * 
2 3 . BRACEBRIDGE H A L L * 
2 4 . ASTORIA (Portrait of the Author). 2 Vols. in 1. 2s. 
2 5 . LAMARTINE'S GENEVIEVE; or, The Ilistory of a Servant Girl. Translated by 

A. It. SCOBLE.* 
2 6 . M A Y O S BERBER; or, Tlic Mountainecr of tlie Atlas. A Tille of Morocco. 
2 7 . WILLIS'S LIFE HERE AND T H E R E ; or, Sketches of Socicty and Adventure* 
2 8 . GUIZOT 'S LIFE OF MONK, with Appendix and Portrait.* * 
29. T H E CAPE AND T H E KAFFIRS: A Diary of Tive Years' Eesidence, with 

Advice to Emigrants. liy I I . WAltD. Piale and Map of the Seat of Urar. 2j. 
3 0 . WILLIS'S HURRY-GRAPHS; or, Sketches of Scenery, Celehrities, and Society, 

taken from Life,* 
31. H A W T H O R N E ' S H O U S E OF T H E SEVEN GABLES. A Komance. 
32 . LONDON AND I T S E N V I R O N S ; with Historical and Descriptive Sketch of the Great Exhibition. By CYKl' S KEDDING. Numerous Illustrations. is. 
3 3 . LAMARTINE'S S T O N E M A S O N OF SAINT POINT.* 
3 4 . G U I Z O T ' S MONK'S C O N T E M P O R A R I E S . A Series of Biographic Studies on 

the English ltevolution. Portrait of Eduiard Lord Clarendon. 
3 5 . H A W T H O R N E ' S T W I C E - T O L D TALES. 
3 6 . The same, Second Series. 
3 7 . S N O W IMAGE, and other Tales. 
3 8 . S C A R L E T L E T T E R . 
3 9 . EMERSON'S O R A T I O N S AND LECTURES. 
4 0 . UÑOLE T O M ' S CABIN ; or, Life among tke Lowly; with Introductory Remarks 

by the 11EV. J . SHERMAN. 
41. T H E W H I T E SLAVE. A new pictnre of American Slave Life. 
4 2 . DAYS OF B A T T L E ; or, Quatre Bras and Waterloo. By an ENGL1SHW0MAN, rcsident at Brussels in June, 1816, (author of lióme in the Ninetcenth Century). 

' y. i A ' / í f /. i y / i <VVY vW V»' <\M, 



BOHN'S S H I L L I N G S E R I E S . 
•i-*:,' 

4 3 - G E R V I N U S ' I N T R O D U C T I O N T O T H E H I S T O R Y O F T H E N I N E T E E N T H 

C E N T U R Y , t ranslated from tlie Germán (with a Mcmmrot the Anthor). g v 
4 4 . C A R P E N T E R ' S ( D R . W . B . ) P H Y S I O L O G Y O F T E M P E R A N C E A N D T O T A L £ £ 

A B S T 1 N E N C E , being an Exaniination of the Effeets of the excessive, moderate, © V 
and oeeasional use of Alcoliolie Liquors ou the Human System (of on fine pttjpei, 
büuitd in cloth, 2s. (jet.) ©> 

BOHN'S ÜINIATÜRE LIBRARY. 




